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Questions Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive, answered orally.

Rental Accommodation Standards

13/07/2017WRA005006. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the steps he will take to ensure that minimum standards in the private rental sector 
are adhered to by landlords. [33382/17]

13/07/2017WRA00600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): The Government’s Strategy for the Rental Sector, 
published in December 2016, sets out a number of actions in relation to standards, with the 
combined aim of improving the quality and management of rental accommodation.  

On 1 July 2017, the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2017 came into 
operation with new requirements focusing on tenant safety, including new measures covering 
heating appliances, carbon monoxide and window safety. To complement this, my Department  
will shortly be publishing a guidance document to assist local authorities in implementation of 
these regulations.

The capacity and effectiveness of the local authorities’ inspections and enforcement sys-
tems are critical to ensure that the new standards result in high quality and safe rental accom-
modation. Last year’s report by the National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) on this 
area of inspection activity made a series of recommendations for improvements.  As a result 
of NOAC’s review and my own Department’s consideration of the matter, the Strategy for the 
Rental Sector specifically prioritises strengthening the inspection capacity of local authorities 
and increasing the number and frequency of inspections of rental properties.  

Building on its considerable experience in implementing shared service approaches to ser-
vice delivery in recent years, a shared services model for inspection and enforcement of the 
rental accommodation standards regulations will be developed by the local government sec-
tor. Procedures for a more efficient, standardised and transparent inspection and enforcement 
approach across all local authority areas will be introduced. Under the Rental Strategy, this is  
targeted for completion by Q4 2017 and my Department is working with the local authorities, 
through the City and County Management Association, to develop this new and more effective 
inspection and enforcement system.  

Specific ring-fenced funding for inspection and compliance activity will be identified from 
2018 onwards and annual targets for both inspection and compliance will be agreed with local 
authorities. The objective set out in the Strategy is to increase inspection numbers incremen-
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tally each year so that, by 2021, 25% of all rental properties are inspected annually. 

Housing Assistance Payments

13/07/2017WRA007007. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the policy decision that has led to the situation in which there is now a dis-
parity in equality of accessing the housing assistance payment in respect of persons assessed 
under the current social housing guideline legislation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33121/17]

13/07/2017WRA00800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The flexibility of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) as a social housing sup-
port is one of the scheme’s key characteristics and was one of the primary benefits envisaged 
at the outset of the scheme. The new arrangements for movement between local authorities, 
introduced in April 2017, have increased equality of access by allowing households eligible for 
social housing support to avail of HAP in any local authority area, subject to the current Social 
Housing Eligibility Income Bands. Such flexibility  removes administrative barriers and delays, 
better utilises all private rental stock for social housing purposes and provides for maximum ac-
tivation potential of HAP households by removing geographical barriers to employment, such 
as loss of housing support or loss of time on a transfer list. 

The Homeless Place Finder Service which operates in Dublin and Cork can also utilise 
HAP inter-authority movement, as they seek out potential properties suitable for households 
who have been identified as homeless. For example, in the case of the Dublin  Placefinder 
Service, because of the flexibility of HAP, the Service can support homeless households resid-
ing in emergency accommodation but who wish to have their long-term housing needs met in 
another local authority area, to find suitable accommodation supported by HAP. However, the 
rent limits that will apply to any HAP property, in respect of any household, will be those which 
apply in the local authority where the property is situated.  All local authorities facilitating inter-
authority movement, including those assisting homeless households to exit homeless accom-
modation via a Place Finder Service, must consult with the new local authority in relation to the 
appropriate level of support that should be provided in order to ensure equity. 

HAP is an important and valuable tool in supporting all households, including homeless 
households, who need assistance with their long-term housing needs. 

Questions Nos. 8 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

Pyrite Issues

13/07/2017WRA0100011. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will carry out a formal detailed review of the pyrite remediation 
scheme; if he will amend the scheme in order to permit the inclusion of homes with a level 1 
category damage assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33112/17]

13/07/2017WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory 
framework for the establishment of the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite 
remediation scheme to be implemented by the Board, with support from the Housing Agency.  
The pyrite remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” and is limited in its application and 
scope.  The full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme, which is 
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available on the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.ie.

The scheme is applicable to dwellings, which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave, established in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to the available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave.  I have no proposals to amend this eligibility criterion.

Questions Nos. 12 to 15, inclusive, answered orally.

Mortgage Applications Approvals

13/07/2017WRA0130016. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the number of persons seeking to buy a home that are unable to obtain mortgage 
approval on the basis of their incomes and prices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33393/17]

13/07/2017WRA01400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department does not hold detailed information on the numbers of households 
that have been refused mortgages by financial institutions or by local authorities. However, I 
am currently examining the Home Choice Loan Scheme and am also considering how local 
authority mortgages can be better publicised to ensure that credit worthy households who may 
be unable to source adequate loan finance from commercial lenders but could be eligible for one 
of the local authority mortgages, are made aware of the opportunity available to them.

I am very conscious of the critical issue of housing affordability and in this regard, the tar-
geted review of Rebuilding Ireland which has just commenced will be focussing in particular 
on the broad issue of housing affordability and access. 

In terms of housing affordability, a suite of measures have been taken to make housing 
construction viable at more affordable price points, which is important in bridging the afford-
ability gap between price and the level of mortgage funding that a household can service. The 
measures taken include the €226m local infrastructure housing activation fund; leveraging the 
value of State-owned lands to deliver a more affordable rental offering in Rent Pressure Zones; 
streamlined planning systems for housing developments; and other planning reforms to provide 
flexibility to deliver viable housing schemes and apartment developments in the right locations. 

On 27 April 2017, details of some 1,700 hectares of land in local authority and housing 
agency ownership were published on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with the po-
tential to deliver 42,500 homes nationally.  All local authorities have been requested to prepare 
Strategic Development and Management Plans for the earliest possible development of their 
lands.  The final model for each site will be formulated in the context of the Plans but in practice, 
it will include proposals for social housing and housing at more affordable prices and rents.  I 
have asked that local authorities complete the preparation of their plans by 30 September.

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRA0150017. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
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Local Government the way in which his Department is progressing the affordable housing 
scheme which was agreed as part of the Poolbeg LAP; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33395/17]

13/07/2017WRA01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): In May 2016, the Government designated Poolbeg West as a Strategic Development 
Zone (SDZ) because of its potential to deliver a large proportion of the extra homes needed in 
the centre of Dublin.

The next step in realising the potential of the SDZ was the publication for consultation by 
Dublin City Council of a detailed planning scheme for the area.  The Council prepared a draft 
planning scheme which was considered by their elected members in May 2017.  In its role as 
a statutory consultee for that process, my Department highlighted the importance of the plan-
ning scheme addressing a variety of housing needs, including social housing and those of other 
households seeking to accommodate themselves through private housing. 

On this basis, the Council proposed a material amendment to the Planning Scheme in re-
lation to the social/affordable, mixed-tenure housing, details of which were on display until 
yesterday. As a statutory consultee, my Department made further observations in this regard. 

On foot of the proposed material amendment, 900 of 3,500 new homes on the SDZ lands 
will be delivered as social/affordable units. The arrangements proposed as part of the planning 
scheme are not part of any new national affordable housing scheme but were developed in re-
sponse to the specific context of the SDZ.

Of the 900 units referred to, 350 (10% of the overall total) will be delivered as social hous-
ing in accordance with the provisions of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended). It is intended that an agreement, with confirmed funding, will be entered into 
between the City Council , the receiver and my Department, prior to commencement of devel-
opment, for a further 550 new homes, the majority of which will be housing earmarked for af-
fordable rental, with the balance provided as social housing with a particular focus on housing 
for older people. 

While the progression of the Planning Scheme is ultimately a matter for Dublin City Coun-
cil, I am committed to working with the Council to deliver these social and affordable units on 
what is a key site for the sustainable development of Dublin City.

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRA0170018. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he will define affordable housing in terms of household income in his Depart-
ment’s plans such as the local infrastructure housing activation fund or the land bank plan; and 
the way in which he plans to ensure housing units delivered under these plans will be below 
affordable price points. [33403/17]

13/07/2017WRA01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The cost of housing, and its affordability for a particular household, is a key issue 
and one that has been the subject of considerable focus in many countries. While there is no uni-
versally ideal price/rent to income ratio or minimum residual income requirement there is broad 
agreement that ideally households should be spending no more than a third of their income on 
housing costs over the longer term. 

In terms of housing more broadly, a suite of measures have been taken to make housing 
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construction viable at more affordable price points, including the €226m local infrastructure 
housing activation fund; leveraging the value of State-owned lands to deliver a more affordable 
rental offering in Rent Pressure Zones; streamlined planning systems for housing develop-
ments; and other planning reforms to provide flexibility to deliver viable housing schemes and 
apartment developments in the right locations.

On 27 April, details of some 1,500 hectares of land in local authority and housing agen-
cy ownership were published on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with the poten-
tial to deliver 37,500 homes nationally. All local authorities have been requested to prepare 
Strategic Development and Management Plans for the earliest possible development of their 
lands.  The final model for each site will be formulated in the context of these Plans but, in prac-
tice, it will include proposals for social housing and housing at more affordable prices and rents.  

In the case of LIHAF, the aim is to ensure that an affordability return is secured for the in-
vestment in public infrastructure involved. Again, with a wide range of funding being provided 
for very different sites, involving varying scales of housing delivery, it will be for each local 
authority to conclude an agreement with the housing providers involved on the particular ap-
proach to be taken to secure the affordability dividend in each individual case, taking account 
of the circulars issued by my Department. 

I have initiated a targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland, with an emphasis on strengthening 
the measures already in place and identifying new initiatives that add value and raise ambi-
tion.  As part of this review process, which I intend to conclude by September, I have asked my 
Department to focus in particular on the broad issue of housing affordability and how we can 
facilitate more households to access the housing of their choice.

Housing Issues

13/07/2017WRA0190019. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the status of the Government commitment to provide affordable rental and pur-
chase homes; and his views on the difficulties of Dublin City Council and South Dublin County 
Council to guarantee affordable rental or purchase units in the joint venture and land initiative 
projects. [33147/17]

13/07/2017WRA02000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): On 27 April 2017, details of some 1,500 hectares of land in local authority and 
housing agency ownership were published on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with 
the potential to deliver 37,500 homes nationally. All local authorities have been requested to 
prepare Strategic Development and Management Plans for the earliest possible development of 
their lands. I have asked that these Plans be prepared by 30 September 2017. 

In parallel, South Dublin County Council (SDCC) and Dublin City Council (DCC) have 
been progressing four major sites towards development.  In relation to the tenure mix, SDCC 
opted for a 70:30 private/social mix, while DCC opted for 50% private; 30% social; and 20% 
affordable. The development of these sites is, in the first instance, a matter for the Councils.

As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, the com-
mitment to develop an affordable rental model, originally contained in Rebuilding Ireland, is 
now being progressed by local authorities, in Rent Pressure Zones, through leveraging the value 
of their land to deliver a more affordable rental offering. In this regard, Dublin City Council has 
developed a detailed proposal and my Department is currently considering it with the Council. 

In parallel, as part of the targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland, my Department is exam-
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ining the broader issue of housing affordability. Again, the specific proposal by Dublin City 
Council and the experience of South Dublin County Council will be factored into that review 
process and my Department will also be consulting more broadly with local authorities gener-
ally as part of the review process.

Fire Safety Regulations

13/07/2017WRA0210020. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the status of the publication of the review prepared by independent fire 
experts to develop a framework in the interest of supporting persons living in developments in 
County Kildare and other areas that have concerns regarding non-compliance with fire safety 
requirements, including the case of a fire at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33398/17]

13/07/2017WRA02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): In July 2015, the then Minister directed that a review be undertaken by an indepen-
dent fire expert to develop a framework for general application, in the interest of supporting 
owners and residents living in developments where concerns regarding non-compliance with 
fire safety requirements arise.  A Steering Group was convened to oversee the review.

The terms of reference of the Steering Group included the following: - 

-  Have regard to the typical risk profile faced by residents, their visitors and fire service 
personnel in and about apartment developments and housing estates;

-  Take account of normal hazards and relevant safety management arrangements as well as 
typical passive and active safety features;

-  Outline general advice and guidance which can be used by owners/residents and their 
professional advisers, to ensure that an adequate level of safety is in place for persons in and 
about their development.  This may include making provision for - 

-  appropriate or enhanced fire detection and alarm measures;

-  checking that appropriate escape routes from the premises are available, designed in ac-
cordance with current standards; 

-  ensuring evacuation plans are rehearsed in each premises in the event of a fire incident.

-  Include a case study based on the Millfield estate at Newbridge, Co. Kildare.

The independent fire safety expert has completed his review and a report on the matter has 
been received by my Department from the Steering Group.  Legal clarification was required in 
relation to a number of issues and these are currently being addressed. I intend to make arrange-
ments for the publication of the framework as soon as these have been resolved. 

Question No. 21 answered with Question No. 15.

Private Rented Accommodation

13/07/2017WRA0240022. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the status of the Housing Agency and his Department’s review of the all in cost of 
providing private sector residential units. [33145/17]



Questions - Written Answers

192

13/07/2017WRA02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, the Gov-
ernment is committed to a broad range of measures to tackle, among other things, some of 
the costs associated with the provision of housing. This includes undertaking a detailed analy-
sis, in conjunction with the construction sector, to benchmark housing delivery input costs in 
Ireland, in order to facilitate an increased level of housing output into the future.

A working group, chaired by my Department, has been established and has met on a num-
ber of occasions since December 2016. While it is intended that the working group will con-
centrate on the domestic market, the Housing Agency is currently advancing an analysis of 
delivery costs and international comparisons. 

Both of these reports are being finalised at present and I will consider them without delay 
once submitted to me.  

Local Authority Housing

13/07/2017WRA0260023. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will approve further new schemes in the event of Laois county council 
providing extra land found suitable for housing. [33115/17]

13/07/2017WRA02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Rebuilding Ireland has put in place both the targets and the funding resources to ac-
celerate the delivery of social housing for all local authorities, including Laois County Council. 
There are currently over 600 social housing construction schemes included in the Status Report 
on Social Housing Construction Projects, which is now published on a quarterly basis and 
includes projects that are recently completed, on site, or undergoing planning and design. This 
list is being added to on an ongoing basis and the most recent version, covering the period to 
end Quarter 1 2017, is available at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-
housing-construction-projects-report-2017/.

The report includes 13 construction projects of various scale in County Laois involving 138 
new social homes, which is in addition to the delivery of social housing via acquisitions, re-
mediations, leasing and the Housing Assistance Payment scheme. I am keen that Laois County 
Council bring forward further construction projects, as speedily as possible, to add to this pipe-
line. Indeed, my Department is in ongoing contact with them and they have been assured that 
funding is in place to support their activity in this regard. 

Local Authority Housing

13/07/2017WRA0280024. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which he has sought or received a commitment from the 
various local authorities, particularly those with large numbers of persons for local authority 
housing, as to their ability to respond rapidly to the ongoing housing needs; the extent to which 
they have engaged in and completed the planning process as a preliminary step in addressing 
the housing issue; if provisions have been made for the development of private sites on which 
persons at a suitable income level could provide their own houses; his views on whether there is 
an immediate and acute shortage of housing units that can only be dealt with either by modular 
housing or a rapid build process, in view of the urgency of the situation over the past twelve 
months; the degree to which each of these local authorities have made the necessary logistical 
arrangements to make houses available by the end of 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [33369/17]

13/07/2017WRA0290052. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which he has communicated with or received communica-
tion from various local authorities throughout the greater Dublin area indicating their ability or 
otherwise to expedite the housing programme by one means or another to ensure an acceler-
ated programme of housing starts in July 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33370/17]

13/07/2017WRA03000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 24 and 52 together.

There is continuing, regular contact between myself as Minister and my Department with 
the local authorities, including those in the Greater Dublin Area. This contact covers all aspects 
of the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, which 
is focused on increasing supply across all tenures, to achieve total housing output of at least 
25,000 homes per year by 2020, effectively doubling the output of 12,600 homes recorded in 
2015.

With particular regard to the needs of those on housing waiting lists, Rebuilding Ireland sets 
out the target of delivering 47,000 social housing units through build, refurbishment, acquisi-
tion and leasing over the period 2016 to 2021, alongside an accelerated roll-out of the Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme to meet the needs of some 80,000 households. This activity 
is being supported through a significantly increased investment programme of €5.35 billion, 
comprising €4.5 billion in capital funding and €844 million in support of programmes funded 
from current expenditure.  A further €226 million is provided for the Local Infrastructure Hous-
ing Activation Fund for investment in key enabling infrastructure to open up lands for early 
development. 

The continuing, regular contact between my Department and the local authorities supports 
the advancement of social housing, for example through quarterly meetings that focus on re-
solving technical issues with projects and advancing them to site as soon possible. My Depart-
ment has continuously urged all local authorities to bring forward projects as quickly as pos-
sible, given the significantly increased funding available to support their activity. While still at 
an early stage of implementation, there is already strong evidence that the focus on increasing 
and accelerating housing supply in Rebuilding Ireland is yielding results.  In 2016, the housing 
needs of over 19,000 households were met through a range of social housing programmes, sup-
ported by expenditure of over €935 million.  A further €1.3 billion has been provided for 2017 
to support the accelerated delivery of social housing and the achievement of this year’s target 
to meet the housing needs of over 21,000 households.  

The national roll out of the HAP scheme was completed on 1 March this year and HAP is 
now available to all eligible households.  There are currently more than 24,000 households be-
ing supported by the scheme, with the security of knowing that this support will continue even 
as their household income increases, subject to adjustment in their differential rent.

In the same vein, there are currently over 500 rapid delivery homes now advancing through 
the planning design, procurement and construction stages, and work is underway to ensure that 
a further 500 units are advanced in the coming months, bringing the number of units in the 
programme to 1,000 by year end. Several of these rapid delivery developments are now in the 
final stages of construction, showing clearly that this approach is being used successfully and 
increasingly, and an additional 500 units are targeted for delivery in 2018. The establishment of 
a framework of rapid delivery contractors by the Office of Government Procurement means that 
local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area and beyond can take advantage of this approach, 
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allowing them to run quicker procurement competitions and advance rapid delivery projects to 
site more efficiently. 

More broadly, housing construction trends are all showing strong positive growth, with 
planning permissions, housing development commencement notices and completions of new 
units, measured by the number of ESB connections, all registering substantial increases on last 
year. The work of promoting residential development on State lands saw the Rebuilding Ireland 
Housing Land Map published in April 2017. The map is a vital initial step in the new strategic 
approach to State land management, which will be further developed through the forthcoming 
National Planning Framework, to be titled ‘Ireland 2040: Our Plan’. The datasets published 
on the map include details of over 700 local authority and Housing Agency-owned sites, total-
ling some 1,700 hectares, as well as 30 sites (covering about 200 hectares) owned by State or 
semi-State bodies. The map is available to view on the Rebuilding Ireland website at: http://
rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/  . 

Opening up the supply of State land in this way, for social and mixed-tenure housing, is a 
critically important policy in addressing a situation where the pace of recovery in the housing 
development sector is slower than it needs to be to meet demand. In practical terms, the devel-
opment of these sites will mean accelerating social housing delivery and securing more homes 
for sale and rent at lower and more affordable price points. In this regard, I welcome the fact 
that two of the Dublin local authorities have already brought forward four key, large-scale sites, 
capable of delivering 3,000 new homes, and I expect other local authorities to follow suit.

Providing affordable, quality and accessible housing is a top priority for the Government. I 
will be considering further initiatives and actions to address the issue of affordability in the con-
text of the targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland which my Department has now commenced.

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRA0310025. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress that is being made on reducing the social housing waiting lists; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33396/17]

13/07/2017WRA03200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The results of the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments carried out in 
2016 show that there were 91,600 households on local authority housing waiting lists, as at 21 
September 2016. This figure represents an increase of 1,728 households, or 1.9%, on the 89,872 
households recorded in the last summary, which was carried out in May 2013.  The results of 
the 2016 Summary are available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_housing_assess-
ments_2016.pdf.

The Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, published in July 2016, 
sets out the Government’s approach to addressing the current challenges in the housing sector.  
It is focused on increasing supply across all tenures and, in respect of social housing, the target 
is to deliver 47,000 housing units through build, refurbishment, acquisition and leasing over 
the period 2016 to 2021, alongside an accelerated roll-out of the Housing Assistance Payment 
Scheme (HAP).  This activity is being supported through a significantly increased investment 
programme of €5.35 billion. 

While still at an early stage of implementation, there is already strong evidence that the 
focus on increasing and accelerating housing supply in Rebuilding Ireland is achieving results.  
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In 2016, the housing needs of over 19,000 households were met through a range of housing 
programmes, supported by expenditure of over €935 million.  A further €1.3 billion has been 
provided for 2017 to support the accelerated delivery of social housing and the achievement of 
the 2017 target to meet the housing needs of over 21,000 households.  

Looking ahead, my Department has published Status Reports on Social Housing Construc-
tion Projects, the latest of which is available at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/
news/social-housing-construction-projects-report-2017/  .  The report provides details of over 
600 social housing projects, involving the construction of over 10,000 new social homes across 
the 31 local authority areas.  The scale of the construction pipeline, as at end-Quarter 1 2017, 
represents a major escalation in the social housing build programme and more projects are be-
ing added on an ongoing basis, to ensure we deliver on the Rebuilding Ireland targets. 

The need for the earliest possible delivery in respect of social housing is understood by all 
concerned, using the most appropriate mix of delivery mechanisms including construction, 
refurbishment, acquisition and leasing. In addition, the national roll out of the Housing Assis-
tance Payment (HAP) scheme was completed on 1 March 2017. There are currently more than 
24,000 households being supported by the scheme, with the security of knowing that, subject to 
appropriate adjustment in their differential rent, they can continue to avail of support under the 
scheme as their household income increases.

Notwithstanding the progress being made, the Taoiseach signaled the Government’s inten-
tion to carry out a focused review of Rebuilding Ireland as we approach the first 12 months of 
its implementation. This review is now underway, with an emphasis on strengthening the mea-
sures already in place and identifying new initiatives that add value.

Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRA0330026. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he will sign a commencement order to further extend expired planning 
permissions for housing developments (details supplied) under the Planning and Development 
(Housing) and Tenancies Act 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33435/17]

13/07/2017WRA03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Section 28(2) of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenan-
cies Act 2016 provides for a second extension of the duration of planning permissions relating 
to developments of 20 or more houses in specified circumstances. 

I am proposing to make certain necessary amendments to the provisions in section 28 of the 
2016 Act.  It was originally intended to make these amendments in the Planning and Develop-
ment (Amendment) Bill 2016 which is progressing through the Oireachtas and is presently at 
Dáil Report Stage.  However, due to the limited time available in the current session and the 
need to enable this provision to be commenced as early as possible to facilitate the completion 
of the construction of housing developments where permission is about to expire or has recently 
expired, I have obtained Government approval to introduce these amendments in a short prior-
ity Bill – the Planning and Development (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2017 – with a view to pas-
sage through both Houses before the Oireachtas Summer recess.  Early enactment will enable 
me to commence section 28(2) of the 2016 Act as a matter of priority.  

Social and Affordable Housing



Questions - Written Answers

196

13/07/2017WRA0350027. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to introduce an affordable rental scheme to subsidise rents for low to 
middle income households in employment; the reasons his Department decided not to use the 
€10 million allocated in budget 2016 for a pilot scheme for this purpose. [33405/17]

13/07/2017WRA03600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Action 4.6 of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan provided for the introduction of an 
affordable rental scheme to enhance the capacity of the private rented sector to provide qual-
ity and affordable accommodation for households currently paying a disproportionate amount 
of disposable income on rent.  Provision was made for €10 million per annum to be allocated 
through my Department’s Vote for that purpose.

As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, the commit-
ment to develop an affordable rental model is now to be progressed through kick-starting supply 
in rent pressure zones.  Lands held by local authorities in such zones are to be brought to market 
on a competitive tendering basis, with a view to leveraging the value of the land to deliver the 
optimum number of units for rent, and in particular targeting middle-income households, in 
mixed-tenure developments.  This is intended to allow the rental units to be made available at 
below market prices without the need for ongoing rental subsidies.

Accordingly, the provision of €10 million earmarked for the affordable rental scheme is 
being redirected to support additional activity under other housing programmes within my De-
partment. 

An important policy intervention in the delivery of new housing supply under Pillar 3 of 
Rebuilding Ireland is the development of State-owned lands for mixed-tenure housing, particu-
larly in the major urban areas, where demand is greatest.  I have asked all local authorities to 
be innovative and proactive in developing these sites. The final model for each site, including 
the affordable rental element, will be the subject of careful consideration by the local authority 
concerned, including by the elected members, who are best placed to know and provide for the 
housing need in their area.  My Department is considering, in conjunction with local authorities, 
what national and/or local requirements should be specified in relation to eligibility.

I am also considering further initiatives and actions to address the issue of affordability in 
the context of the targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland which my Department has now com-
menced.

Housing for People with Disabilities Provision

13/07/2017WRA0370028. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the status of the commitment made on page 54 of Rebuilding Ireland to extend the 
national housing strategy for persons with a disability. [33146/17]

13/07/2017WRA03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The National Housing Strategy for people with a Disability (NHSPWD) 2011-2016 
and associated National Implementation Framework were jointly published by my Department 
and the Department of Health. They set out the Government’s broad framework for the delivery 
of housing for people with disabilities and were developed as part of a coherent framework 
in conjunction with the Government’s mental health policy and congregated settings report. 
Building on the Programme for a Partnership Government commitment to meet the housing 
needs of people with disabilities, the NHSPWD has been extended to 2020 to continue to de-
liver on its aims.
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Implementation of identified actions in the NHSPWD is being driven primarily by the Hous-
ing Agency by means of a dedicated sub-group comprising representatives from my Department, 
the Health Service Executive (HSE), Department of Health, local authorities, the Irish Council 
for Social Housing and various disability representative organisations.  The Housing subgroup, 
established in 2012, is progressing a range of priority actions and will continue to progress this 
work under the extended timeframe.  An Implementation Monitoring Group (IMG) was estab-
lished in 2012 to monitor and report on progress, and has met on ten occasions since then with 
a further meeting scheduled for October.  Three progress reports on implementation covering 
the period September 2012 to December 2016, have been published by the IMG to date.  These 
comprehensive reports are available on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/policy/people-disability/housing-people-disability  .

The IMG is chaired by a senior official of my Department and comprises representatives 
from relevant Government Departments and agencies and disability organisations: details of 
current IMG members are set out in Appendix 1 of the Third Progress Report available at the 
above link.  

Progress on implementation of the NHSPWD will also be updated in the context of quar-
terly published progress reports on actions under Rebuilding Ireland.

Housing Assistance Payments

13/07/2017WRA0390029. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to address the inadequacies with the new housing assistance payment 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33397/17]

13/07/2017WRA04000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) provides fast, flexible housing support to 
households in an area of their choice. Individuals with a housing need who in the past were 
reluctant to avail of full time work as they would lose their Rent Supplement support, can now 
move to HAP, avail of full-time work and retain their housing support, with an adjustment in 
their differential rent.

HAP is available to all eligible households in all local authority areas across the State. HAP 
has been rolled out on a statutory phased basis since September 2014 with 7 local authorities 
delivering the scheme initially, 11 more authorities added in 2015, 10 added in 2016 and the 
final 3 Dublin authorities providing HAP from 1 March 2017. The phased nature of the HAP 
roll-out has allowed for significant learning in the operation of the scheme. In this way, new 
HAP authorities have benefited from the experience of those authorities where the scheme has 
been previously operational.  On average in 2017, 333 additional tenancies are being supported 
by HAP each week with just over 24,000 households currently having their housing needs 
met under the scheme and some 18,000 separate landlords and agents currently in receipt of 
monthly HAP payments. 

As HAP is a social housing support and consequently households are not eligible to remain 
on the main housing waiting list, Ministerial directions have issued to ensure that, should they 
so choose, HAP recipients can avail of a move to other forms of social housing support through 
a transfer list. With the completion of the HAP roll-out and the ending of the scheme’s pilot 
phase, a Ministerial Direction was issued instructing local authorities to continue to offer HAP 
tenants access to other forms of social housing through the transfer list. 

Since April, following the national rollout of the scheme, in cases where a tenant currently 
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on a local authority waiting list wishes to access rented accommodation with HAP support in 
another local authority area, such requests can now be facilitated under inter-authority move-
ment. In order to maintain the equitable treatment of all housing applicants, inter-authority 
movement for HAP applicants is based on the current Social Housing Eligibility Income Bands, 
i.e. movement will only be facilitated across local authorities with Income Bands that are equal 
or higher; or where shared areas of choice are already operated.

A new HAP website, www.hap.ie  , was launched in Q1 2017 and provides prospective HAP 
tenants and landlords with the information that they need to better understand how HAP works.

I continue to keep the operation of HAP under review but I am currently satisfied with how 
the scheme is operating and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meeting housing need and ful-
filling the ambitious programme committed to under Rebuilding Ireland.

An Bord Pleanála

13/07/2017WRA0410030. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the reason there are so many board vacancies on An Bord Pleanála; and the actions 
he is taking to implement the appropriate 2016 review of the organisation. [33106/17]

13/07/2017WRA04200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The appointment process for ordinary Board members of An Bord Pleanála is set 
out under section 106 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and the associ-
ated Regulations. This provides that appointments to the Board by the Minister are generally 
made from candidates nominated by panels of prescribed bodies and there is also provision to 
re-appoint an existing member for a second or subsequent term. 

During April and May 2017, five ordinary Board members terms of office expired and five 
positions arose to be filled.  The nomination process commenced in early January 2017 and con-
cluded in mid-February.   Subsequently in early April, following consideration of the matter, the 
then Minister decided on five new appointments.   Two appointees have recently taken up their 
positions on the Board, with the remaining three to commence their new roles during August 
and September. This will maintain the Board membership at 9 persons.  Further information on 
the new appointees is available from my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/bord-pleanala/coveney-announces-five-appointments-
board-bord-pleanala. 

Further to the Organisational Review of An Bord Pleanála, undertaken by an independent 
expert panel and published in March 2016, an Implementation Group, comprising representa-
tion from my Department and An Bord Pleanála, has been established to oversee the imple-
mentation of the Review Group recommendations.  The Implementation Group, which has to 
date met three times, is considering the recommendations across a number of common themes 
relating to legislative provisions, communications and stakeholder engagement, the Board’s 
role and governance along with organisational and operational matters.  The Implementation 
Group has published its Terms of Reference and Plan for Implementation, which are available 
on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/organisational_review_of_
abp_implementation_group_-_terms_of_reference_plan_for_implementation_-_final.pdf  

The Implementation Group will continue its work over the coming months with a view to 
publishing its final Implementation Plan later this year.
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House Prices

13/07/2017WRA0430031. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to stem the extreme house price inflation that was in evidence in Q2 
2017. [33404/17]

13/07/2017WRA04400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The residential construction sector in Ireland was severely impacted by the eco-
nomic downturn, with housing output falling by almost 90% between 2006 and 2013.  It is 
unsurprising, therefore, that it is the lack of housing supply and a competitive market that is 
widely accepted as being primarily responsible for driving the high levels of house price and 
rental inflation that we have seen in recent years. 

In order to directly influence and generate supply of new homes, the Government’s Re-
building Ireland Action Plan contains a suite of actions, such as the €226m Local Infrastructure 
Housing Activation Fund; leveraging the value of State-owned lands to deliver a more afford-
able rental offering in Rent Pressure Zones; streamlined planning systems for housing develop-
ments; and other planning reforms to provide flexibility to deliver viable housing schemes and 
apartment developments in the right locations.  

In addition, analysis of vacant dwellings data from Census 2016 provides strong evidence 
for targeted policies to maximise the number of vacant properties that can be brought back into 
use, especially in our cities and large towns where demand is greatest.

Recent housing activity reports, available on www.rebuildingireland.ie, show that strong 
supply-side measures are beginning to have a positive impact, with all output indicators show-
ing upward trends. However, it is crucial that we continue to focus on supply and particularly 
the supply of homes at more affordable price points.

As part of the targeted review process for Rebuilding Ireland, I have asked my Department 
to focus in particular on the broad issues of housing supply and affordability for different mar-
ket segments, building on the measures already being advanced under the Action Plan.

Pyrite Issues

13/07/2017WRA0450032. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he will bring forward legislation to amend the exceptional circumstances clause 
in section 17 of the Pyrite Resolution Act 2013, in view of the fact that no properties have been 
remediated under this clause since the enactment of the legislation. [33380/17]

13/07/2017WRA04600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides for the making of a pyrite remediation 
scheme by the Pyrite Resolution Board for certain dwellings affected by significant pyrite dam-
age.  The Pyrite Resolution Board, with the support of the Housing Agency, is responsible 
for the implementation of the pyrite remediation scheme.  The pyrite remediation scheme is a 
scheme of “last resort” and is limited in its application and scope.  The full conditions for eli-
gibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on the Board’s website, 
www.pyriteboard.ie.

The scheme is applicable to dwellings which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave established in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
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tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave.  

Where a dwelling, otherwise not eligible for inclusion in the scheme, adjoins a dwelling 
already included in the scheme, such a dwelling may be considered in accordance with the 
exceptional circumstance provisions set out in section 17 of the Act. Section 17 provides that 
exceptional circumstances may apply where -

-  failure to include a dwelling in the scheme may result in damage to that dwelling or dam-
age to the dwelling being remediated under the scheme, or

-  pyrite remediation work is causing or may cause damage to a dwelling.

The Housing Agency will consider if exceptional circumstances apply when the Remedial 
Works Plan is being drawn up; the Board will be informed of any recommendation for a deci-
sion in the matter.  I have no proposals to amend section 17 of the Act.

With regard to the issue of properties with a Damage Condition Rating of 1, the Board is 
aware that 11 dwellings, which had a Damage Condition Rating of 1 when their building con-
dition assessments were first completed, and which were refused under the scheme, have now 
progressed to a Damage Condition Rating of 2; these dwellings have now been included in the 
pyrite remediation scheme following the submission of new applications. 

Ultimately, the Board, together with the Housing Agency, will arrange for all eligible dwell-
ings to be remediated to a high standard and at no additional cost to the affected homeowners. 
Remediation works will continue to be carried out at the earliest possible opportunity having 
regard to the existing demands of the scheme and the optimum use of available resources. 

Pyrite Issues

13/07/2017WRA0470033. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if there has been a change in the approach being taken by the pyrite remediation 
board and Housing Agency in relation to the number of properties being tested in areas in which 
the presence of pyrite is already well established and properties are displaying significant dam-
age; the number of such properties that have been retested; the number of applications subse-
quently refused; if this is being undertaken as a result of pressure that there will be insufficient 
funds available under the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33102/17]

13/07/2017WRA04800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establish-
ment of the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be 
implemented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency.  The pyrite remediation 
scheme is a scheme of “last resort” and is limited in its application and scope.   The full condi-
tions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on the Board’s 
website, www.pyriteboard.ie.

The scheme is applicable to dwellings, which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave established, in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
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Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to the available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave.  I have no proposals to amend this eligibility criterion.

A sum of €22 million was announced under Budget 2017 to fund the operation of the pyrite 
remediation scheme in 2017.  This allocation will facilitate the remediation of some 400 addi-
tional dwellings this year and is a clear signal of the continuing importance attached by Govern-
ment to addressing the issue of significant pyritic damage in private dwellings. 

The latest figures available indicate that a total of 1,798 applications have been received 
under the pyrite remediation scheme.  Of the 1,798 applications received so far, 1,309 dwellings 
have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme and the applicants notified accordingly. 
A further 191 applications have been validated and referred to the Housing Agency for the As-
sessment and Verification Process, while another 197 applications are at the initial Application 
and Validation Process. 101 applications under the scheme were not successful. The process by 
which each application received by the Board is examined and processed remains unchanged.

Of the 1,309 dwellings that have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme: 

-  339 are at remedial works planning stage,

-  1 is at tender / tender analysis,

-  47 are at tender decision,

-  127 are under remediation, and 

-  795 are complete.

My Department keeps the funding situation under review and in the  event of additional 
funding being required in 2017, the potential for re-allocation of savings arising elsewhere 
within my Department’s budget is open to consideration.

Fire Safety

13/07/2017WRA0490034. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the steps he is taking to expedite the publication of his department’s report into the 
fire at a location (details supplied) in County Kildare in 2015; if his department has responded 
to a written request for same from a group of Kildare county councillors; the outstanding con-
cerns preventing the publication of the report; and the timeframe for the publication of same. 
[33103/17]

13/07/2017WRA05000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): In July 2015, the then Minister directed that a review be undertaken by an indepen-
dent fire expert to develop a framework for general application, in the interest of supporting 
owners and residents living in developments where concerns regarding non-compliance with 
fire safety requirements arise. It should be noted this was not intended as a report into the fire 
itself as suggested in the Question.  A steering group was convened to oversee the review in 
September 2015.

The independent fire safety expert has completed his review and a report on the matter has 
been received by my Department.  Legal clarification was required in relation to a number of 
issues, these are currently being addressed. I intend to make arrangements for the publication 
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of the framework, as soon as these have been resolved. 

My Department has responded to the letter from Kildare County Councillors keeping them 
informed of the situation, as above.  

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRA0510035. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans to implement measures to make vacant houses and sites available 
for social and affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33431/17]

13/07/2017WRA05200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): A range of measures are being taken under Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Hous-
ing and Homelessness to increase housing supply overall, with the aim of creating a functioning 
and sustainable housing system which can meet housing demand at more affordable prices. 

While building new homes is a key element of Rebuilding Ireland  , another effective way 
to meet housing needs is to achieve optimum occupancy of the existing housing stock, whether 
social or private housing. In this context, Pillar 5 of the Action Plan is specifically focused on 
“Utilising Existing Housing Stock”, with a key objective of ensuring that the existing vacant 
housing stock throughout the country and across all forms of tenure, in both the public and 
private sectors, is used to the optimum degree possible. In this regard, Action 5.1 of Rebuilding 
Ireland commits to the development of a National Vacant Housing Re-Use Strategy, informed 
by Census 2016 data. 

To this end, the Housing Agency established a working group comprising senior representa-
tives from my Department, local authorities and from the Housing Agency itself to inform the 
Strategy.  My Department has received the output from the work of this Group and is presently 
engaging with key Departments and Agencies to consider the analysis and agree on the recom-
mended actions, prior to publication.  

I would like to see as much ambition as possible in bringing as many viable vacant prop-
erties back into use at an early stage.  I intend, as part of the targeted review of Rebuilding 
Ireland, to explore what further actions can be taken and what new ideas we can bring to bear, 
in close liaison with Ministerial colleagues.  If budgetary measures are needed to reinforce the 
ambition, this may delay the publication of the Vacant Homes Strategy.  But this will not delay 
the commencement of important work at local level in gathering more accurate and up-to-date 
information on where vacant properties are and who owns them, so that we can facilitate the 
re-use of many vacant properties, particularly in our cities and towns.  

Ahead of finalisation of the Strategy, it is important to note that my Department has already 
introduced a number of significant measures to incentivise the increased use of vacant housing 
stock to help meet the needs of those in receipt of social housing assistance.  These initiatives 
include

-  the Repair and Leasing Scheme, which is targeted at owners of vacant properties who 
cannot afford or access the funding needed to bring their properties up to the required standard 
for rental property,

-  the Buy and Renew Scheme, which allows local authorities and AHBs to approach own-
ers of vacant, privately-owned houses in need of repair or remediation, with the option to either 
lease and repair, or to buy and repair, the dwelling, and
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-  the €70m Housing Agency Acquisitions Fund, to establish a revolving fund to acquire 
some 1,600 units from banks and investment companies over the period to 2020 for social 
housing use. 

In relation to vacancy and existing social housing stock, my Department has introduced 
the Voids and Derelicts programmes to provide additional support to local authorities in reme-
diating more seriously derelict social houses, and bring them back into use for social housing 
tenants.  Collectively, these two programmes have already seen the remediation of some 7,200 
units between 2014 and 2016, at an estimated total cost of €68 million.  This is on top of units 
completed by the local authorities themselves outside of the funding support from my Depart-
ment. 

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRA0530036. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the new targets for new social housing units by 2021, in view of his state-
ment that current targets will not be met by 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33430/17]

13/07/2017WRA05400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness 
is focused on increasing supply across all tenures and, in respect of social housing, the target 
is to deliver 47,000 housing units through build, refurbishment, acquisition and leasing over 
the period 2016 to 2021, alongside an accelerated roll-out of the Housing Assistance Payment 
Scheme (HAP) to meet the needs of some 80,000 households.  This activity is being supported 
through a significantly increased investment programme of €5.35 billion, while a further €226 
million is provided for the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund for investment in key 
enabling infrastructure to open up lands for early development.

I have not indicated any change in relation to the social housing targets set out in Rebuilding 
Ireland and I am confident that they will be met. While still at an early stage of implementation, 
there is already strong evidence that the focus on increasing and accelerating housing supply 
in Rebuilding Ireland is yielding results. In 2016, the housing needs of over 19,000 households 
were met through a range of housing programmes, supported by expenditure of over €935 mil-
lion.  A further €1.3 billion has been provided for 2017 to support the accelerated delivery of 
social housing and the achievement of the 2017 target to meet the housing needs of over 21,000 
households.  

Looking ahead, my Department has published Status Reports on Social Housing Construc-
tion Projects, the latest of which is available at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/
news/social-housing-construction-projects-report-2017/.  The report provides details of over 
600 social housing projects, involving the construction of over 10,000 new social homes across 
the 31 local authority areas.  The scale of the construction pipeline, as at end-Quarter 1 2017, 
represents a major escalation in the social housing build programme and more projects are be-
ing added on an ongoing basis, to ensure we deliver on the Rebuilding Ireland targets. 

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRA0550037. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to introduce the cost rental form of social housing as agreed in the 
programme for Government. [33187/17]
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13/07/2017WRA0560053. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress being made to advance the cost to rent rental housing scheme as 
committed to in the programme for Government. [33114/17]

13/07/2017WRA0570067. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will ensure that a group (details supplied) will be included in the expert 
group to develop a cost rental model for the rental sector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33374/17]

13/07/2017WRA05800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 37, 53 and 67 together.

The Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, noted that the Programme 
for a Partnership Government contains a commitment to develop a “cost rental” option, taking 
account of work already completed in this area, including by the National Economic and Social 
Council and others.

In line with this commitment, Action 12 of the Strategy   commits my Department to lead 
an expert group to develop a cost rental model for the Irish rental sector.  This Group will ad-
dress issues such as funding mechanisms, the need to grow the necessary institutional capacity, 
particularly within the AHB and not-for-profit sector (whether through mergers, new entrants or 
strategic partnerships), rent levels, the households to be targeted and the appropriate regulation 
mechanisms. 

The Expert Group will assess the benefits that a larger and more developed not-for-profit 
segment would bring to the rental sector and the housing system, by increasing supply of rental 
accommodation for middle-income households and ensuring new capacity is developed and 
attracted into Ireland.  The Expert Group will also consider various proposals, including the 
proposal to establish a semi-State company to progress the cost rental model, in the course of 
its work.  

It is my intention to establish this Expert Group in the coming weeks and the development 
of a proposal regarding its membership and terms of reference is currently being prepared in 
my Department. As committed in the Rental Strategy, it is envisaged that the Expert Group will 
report initially before the end of the year.

Rent Controls

13/07/2017WRA0590038. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if there is a threshold of rent rises or further increases in homelessness that could 
be passed before he would consider strict rent controls; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33394/17]

13/07/2017WRA06000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Strategy for the Rental Sector recognises that high and rapidly rising rents are 
the most significant and immediate threat to the accommodation security of many households.  
For this reason, the Government introduced the Rent Predictability Measure and established the 
system of Rent Pressure Zones in December 2016 to moderate the rise in rents in the parts of 
the country where rents are highest and rising.  In these areas, for a period of three years, rents 
can only rise by a maximum of 4% annually.  The practical effect of the measure is that for three 
years, rents for more than 186,000 households who currently rent their homes in these areas will 
be lower than they would have been if market rents had continued to apply.
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Section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended by section 36 of the 
Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016) sets out thresholds 
of rent level and rent price inflation, on the basis of which Rent Pressure Zones are designated 
and the Rent Predictability Measure limits on rent increases come into effect.  These are:

(i) The annual rate of rent inflation in the area must have been 7% or more in four of the last 
six quarters; and 

(ii) The average rent for tenancies registered in the area with the RTB in the last quarter must 
be above the average national rent (the National Standardised Rent in the RTB’s Rent Index 
Report) in the last quarter (€987 per month).

When considering whether to propose a Local Electoral Area for designation as a Rent 
Pressure Zone, the Housing Agency, in consultation with the relevant local authority, assesses 
housing demand and supply, experiences in relation to the Rental Accommodation Scheme and 
Housing Assistance Payment Scheme, as well as trends in relation to general housing need and 
homelessness in the area.

In addition to the Rent Predictability Measure, the Planning and Development (Housing) 
and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 introduced a number of other provisions to enhance ten-
ants’ security, including:

-  The abolition of a landlord’s right, during the first 6 months of a further Part 4 tenancy, to 
end that tenancy for no stated ground;

-  The extension of the term of Part 4 tenancies from 4 to 6 years;

-  Where a landlord proposes to sell 10 or more units within a single development at the 
same time, the sale will be subject to the existing tenants remaining in situ, other than in excep-
tional circumstances.

My Department has initiated a review of the Rent Predictability Measure. At this stage, the 
measure has been in place for 6 months and data from the Residential Tenancies Board’s Rent 
Index Report for Quarter 1 2017 is also available.  Using this latest data, it will be possible to 
ascertain the effectiveness of the Rent Predictability Measure and whether any changes need to 
be made.

As part of the review, my Department, last month, launched a public consultation on the 
Rent Predictability Measure and the system of Rent Pressure Zones.  The consultation allowed 
members of the public and interested parties to provide their opinions and suggestions on the 
functioning of the measure.  The 69 submissions received from the consultation process, which 
concluded on 30 June, will feed into the review of the measure.

Homeless Accommodation Provision

13/07/2017WRA0610039. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the length of time he anticipates homeless family hubs will be in use; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33434/17]

13/07/2017WRA0620059. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the maximum stay for families accommodated in family hubs; if he has 
committed to no family being accommodated for longer than six months in a family hub; the 
move on options to permanent housing there will be for these families; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [33111/17]

13/07/2017WRA06300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government(Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 39 and 59 together.

The Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness provides for early solu-
tions to address the high number of households and families in emergency accommodation. 
These include the delivery of increased social housing supply through new-build, acquisition 
and refurbishment schemes and independent tenancies for homeless households in the private 
rented sector through housing supports such as the enhanced Housing Assistance Payment.  

As part of the response to the commitment contained in Rebuilding Ireland that, by mid-
2017, commercial hotels and B&B’s would only be used as emergency accommodation for 
homeless families in limited circumstances, housing authorities are delivering a number of 
family-focused, supported temporary accommodation facilities (Family hubs).  

Family hubs are an important first response for families who become homeless and who 
have no alternative other than commercial hotels. The hubs will provide more appropriate and 
suitable accommodation for families. They are not a long term housing solution, as families will 
move into houses and apartments that will be provided under social housing supports, as supply 
becomes available.  This type of emergency accommodation provides a secure and stable place-
ment for families on an on-going basis unlike the insecurity of hotel accommodation especially 
during peak periods and holidays.

These custom-developed facilities will offer family living arrangements with a greater level 
of stability than is possible in hotel accommodation while move-on options to long-term inde-
pendent living are identified and secured.  Furthermore, such arrangements will facilitate more 
coordinated needs assessment and support planning including on-site access to required ser-
vices, such as welfare, health, housing services, cooking and laundry facilities and appropriate 
family supports.

In relation to the Deputy’s specific query, statutory responsibility in relation to the provision 
of accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with individual housing au-
thorities, while my Department’s role involves the provision of a national framework of policy, 
legislation and funding.  Notwithstanding this, I understand that the housing authorities con-
cerned will be working hard to ensure the progression of homeless families into independent 
tenancies, as quickly as possible.

Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRA0640040. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the guidelines available to planning authorities for applications being sub-
mitted for solar farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29815/17]

13/07/2017WRA06500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): There are no specific planning guidelines in place in respect of solar farms. Propos-
als for individual solar farm developments are subject to the statutory requirements of the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000, as amended, in the same manner as other proposed develop-
ments. Planning applications are made to the relevant local planning authority with a right of 
appeal to An Bord Pleanála.

Under the Planning and Development Act, each planning authority’s development plan 
must set out an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the area 
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concerned. Section 10 of the Act requires a development plan to include, inter alia, objectives 
for the provision or facilitation of the provision of infrastructure, including energy facilities, 
and many local authorities have developed renewable energy strategies for their areas in this 
context.

In making decisions on planning applications, planning authorities and the Board must con-
sider the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provi-
sions of the local development plan, any submissions or observations received and relevant 
Ministerial or Government policies, including any relevant guidelines issued by my Depart-
ment. Planning authorities must then make their own decisions based on the specific merits or 
otherwise of individual planning applications.

I am satisfied that the planning code is sufficiently robust to facilitate the assessment of 
individual planning permission applications for solar farm developments. However, the matter 
will be kept under review, in consultation with my colleague, the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and the Environment, and his Department - which leads on renewable energy 
policy - in the context of the Government’s White Paper on Energy Policy, published in Decem-
ber 2015, the development of a Renewable Electricity Policy and Development Framework, as 
well as the finalisation of a new support scheme for renewable electricity by that Department, 
expected in 2018.

Local Authority Staff Recruitment

13/07/2017WRA0660041. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason for the 21% drop in local authority employment levels in each of 
the years 2008 to 2013 as highlighted by the recent report of the Public Sector Pay Commission; 
the extent to which the drop in staff has been compensated through the use of agency recruit-
ment and outsourcing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26057/17]

13/07/2017WRA06700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The moratorium on recruitment and promotion in the public service was introduced 
in March 2009 following a Government decision to implement savings measures across the 
wider public service, as a response to the financial crisis facing the State.

The terms of the moratorium were explicit and provided that no public service post, how-
ever arising, was to be filled by recruitment or promotion. When vacancies arose public bodies 
were to reallocate or reorganise work or staff accordingly. Any exceptions to this principle, 
which arose in very limited circumstances only, required prior sanction. 

My Department received a delegated sanction from the Department of Finance in August 
2009 for implementation of this general moratorium on the filling of public sector posts across 
all local authorities. This was on condition that the overall staffing levels in the sector were 
reduced in line with the Employment Control Framework.

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible 
for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authorities for which he or she is responsible.  In this regard, it was a matter for each Chief 
Executive, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium was implemented while the ap-
propriate service levels were maintained.  The use of agency recruitment and outsourcing was, 
and remains, a matter for each Chief Executive to consider.

Local authorities undertook work force planning to identify how staff could be optimally 
deployed and to highlight gaps that needed to be filled. Local authorities re-deployed staff and 
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re-allocated work to meet key needs. Where the gaps couldn’t be filled, local authorities applied 
to my Department seeking sanction to recruit. 

My Department carefully operated its delegated sanction from the Department of Finance 
and later from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and worked very closely with 
local authorities to ensure that critical posts were filled while overall numbers were reduced. In 
considering sanction requests, public safety, maintaining key front line services and economic 
issues were given precedence as was the requirement to avoid increases in overall staffing 
levels. Contract posts were favoured as they allowed flexibility in this challenging period for 
Ireland’s economy. In the very exceptional situation that a post was to be filled permanently 
all redeployment options, including redeployment from the broader public service, were fully 
exhausted before recruitment was permitted.

My Department gathers quarterly data on staff numbers in local authorities. The data gath-
ered does not provide detail in respect of the use of agency recruitment and outsourcing, and 
accordingly the information requested is not available in my Department.

Mortgage to Rent Scheme

13/07/2017WRA0680042. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of applications that have been received to date in 2017 under 
the revised mortgage to rent scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33376/17]

13/07/2017WRA06900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Review of the Mortgage to Rent Scheme, published on 8 February 2017, in-
troduced a range of amendments to the eligibility criteria and administration of the scheme in 
order for it to work better for borrowers.  The changes to the eligibility criteria came into effect 
on 27 March 2017.   Since the introduction of the Mortgage to Rent (MTR) Scheme in 2012, a 
total of 3,694 cases have been submitted under the scheme to the end of June 2017.  22 of these 
are new applications received by the Housing Agency, under the revised eligibility criteria ap-
plicable since 27 March 2017.  

Changes to the scheme mean that certain steps of the MTR process are now required to be 
completed prior to the submission of a completed MTR application to the Housing Agency. 
The broadening of the eligibility criteria and streamlining of the administrative process were 
welcomed by all stakeholders, and I understand from the Housing Agency that the process 
changes have had an initial impact on the number of applications under the revised scheme. 
However, it will be several more months before an increase in the number of successful cases 
will be apparent given that the optimum timeframe for processing a case should reduce to 9 
months following the implementation of the Review’s actions. My Department and the Housing 
Agency are working with all stakeholders to ensure that the actions set out in the Review are 
being effectively implemented to benefit a greater number of households.   

The Housing Agency publishes, on a quarterly basis, detailed statistical information on the 
operation of the MTR scheme. This information is available on the Agency’s website at the fol-
lowing link:

https://www.housingagency.ie/our-services/housing-supply-services/mortgage-to-rent.
aspx.

The Review also concluded that the current financial model of the Mortgage to Rent scheme 
may not, in its current configuration, be capable of delivering the scale of successful cases that 
could benefit from the scheme over time. In order to test the operability of the alternative fund-



13 July 2017

209

ing models for the scheme, the Housing Agency is working with a number of financial entities 
who have come forward with an interest in working with the Mortgage to Rent scheme to prog-
ress a number of pilot alternative long-term lease arrangements.  In advance of these pilots, a 
targeted market testing exercise was undertaken by the National Development Finance Agency 
(NDFA), to test the suitability of the proposed enhanced leasing arrangements to ascertain if 
they would be viable for a mortgage to rent cohort, taking account of the necessity to provide a 
long-term stable solution for eligible households.  The comments received from interested par-
ties are being reviewed by my Department and the Housing Agency.

The next step is to issue a formal call for Expressions of Interest from institutions interested 
in taking part in the pilot operating models.  It is anticipated that the Housing Agency will 
manage the evaluation process on behalf of my Department and make recommendations on the 
make-up of the pilots.  The drafting of the content of the Expressions of Interest is currently 
underway. 

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRA0700043. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the measures he will take to ensure the maximum delivery of both social 
and affordable housing in Cherrywood and the Shanganagh Castle site in Shankill as part of his 
review of Rebuilding Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33186/17]

13/07/2017WRA07100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Taoiseach signalled the Government’s intention to carry out a focused review 
of Rebuilding Ireland, as we approach the first 12 months of its implementation. This review is 
now underway, with an emphasis on strengthening the measures already in place and identify-
ing new initiatives that add value and raise ambition across all five Pillars. As part of the review 
process, my Department will focus in particular on the broad issues of housing supply and af-
fordability for different market segments, building on the measures already being advanced in 
the Action Plan.

One of the main elements under Pillar 3 for the acceleration of supply in private housing 
was the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF), which is aimed at removing 
infrastructural blockages that were hindering development on otherwise suitable and strategi-
cally located sites. Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council received approval under LIHAF 
for funding of €15.19 million for its Cherrywood proposal to provide public infrastructure that 
will support the delivery of 2,000 housing units by 2021, with potential for a further 6,000 
homes in the longer term. The LIHAF-funded infrastructure will facilitate additional social 
housing of 200 housing units in Cherrywood in the short term through the 10% Part V social 
housing dividend, with a potential of up to a further 600 social housing units in the longer term 
as the site is fully built out. 

In addition, the Council received approval under LIHAF for funding of €4.16 million for 
its Woodbrook-Shanganagh proposal, together with a commitment from the National Transport 
Authority to fund the construction of a DART Station.  I understand the Draft Woodbrook-
Shanganagh LAP, which was agreed by the Council at its July meeting, includes two parcels of 
land for residential development - Woodbrook, which is privately owned (c21.4ha), and Shan-
ganagh Castle, which is owned by the Council (c.11.2ha). The Plan provides for the Woodbrook 
lands to deliver between 1,000 and c.1,320 homes, while the Shanganagh Castle lands will 
deliver between 360 and c.540 homes. I understand the Council is currently developing its plan 
to provide mixed-tenure housing on its own lands.
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The LIHAF infrastructural works will open up both sites and the substantial additional sup-
ply of housing across the different tenures on these strategically located and well-serviced sites 
will help ease the pressure on the housing market generally as well as on rented accommoda-
tion.

The Council is currently engaging with the housing developers to conclude specific agree-
ments in relation to finalising the timelines for delivery of the housing, in line with the provision 
of infrastructure, and the required cost reduction commitments.  My Department expects that 
final agreements will be in place by the end of July. 

Homeless Accommodation Provision

13/07/2017WRA0720044. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if homeless families that will be moved into hubs will still receive Leap 
cards for transport and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30852/17]

13/07/2017WRA07300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government(Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness outlined an ini-
tiative to provide homeless families residing in hotel accommodation in the Dublin Region with 
access to free public transport for family travel and for school journeys, with the Dublin Region 
Homeless Executive overseeing the arrangements.

Five separate 24-hour family Leap cards were made available to all homeless families re-
siding in hotels in the Dublin Region during 2016; these cards were to facilitate family days 
out and were valid for use on all Dublin transport systems.  This year, specifically tailored 
Leap cards were made available, via the Family Homelessness Action Teams, to all homeless 
families residing in hotels in the Dublin Region allowing for free public transport for school 
journeys for school children, and accompanying adults, where necessary.

As the 2016/2017 school year draws to a close this week, my Department is considering 
the arrangements that will apply for homeless families accommodated in enhanced supported 
temporary accommodation and family hubs for the 2017/2018 school year.

Rent Pressure Zones

13/07/2017WRA0740045. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will designate Gorey, County Wexford, as a rent pressure zone, in view of 
continually rising rents there as a result of the fact that it is in the Dublin commuter belt; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33437/17]

13/07/2017WRA075001317. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on whether the Gorey area in County Wexford should be marked 
as a rent pressure zone; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34429/17]

13/07/2017WRA07600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 45 and 1317 together.

The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 sets out the 
process through which Rent Pressure Zones can be designated.  It provides that the Housing 
Agency, in consultation with housing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister that an 
area should be considered as a Rent Pressure Zone. Following receipt of such a proposal, the 
Minister requests the Director of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to conduct an assess-
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ment of the area to establish whether or not it meets the criteria for designation and to report to 
the Minister on whether the area should be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.

For an area to be designated a Rent Pressure Zone, it must satisfy the following criteria set 
out in section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended by section 36 of the 
Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016):

(i) The annual rate of rent inflation in the area must have been 7% or more in four of the last 
six quarters; and

(ii) The average rent for tenancies registered in the area with the RTB in the last quarter must 
be above the average national rent (the National Standardised Rent in the RTB’s Rent Index 
Report) in the last quarter (€987 per month).

On 15 June, the RTB published the Rent Index Report in relation to Quarter 1 2017, which 
includes a summary of the data used as the criteria for designating Rent Pressure Zones in rela-
tion to all Local Electoral Areas in the country. This allows all interested parties to see exactly 
where their area stands in relation to average rent levels and increases and possible designation.  
The data from the Rent Index Report relating to Gorey, County Wexford are detailed in the fol-
lowing table: 

 Local Electoral   Area   Quarters > 7%   Average 2017 Q1 (€)  
Gorey 4 748.83
While in 4 of the last 6 quarters rent inflation in Gorey has been 7% or greater, the average 

monthly rent is €748.83, which is below the average national standardised rent of €987 per 
month. Therefore, the Local Electoral Area of Gorey does not meet the criteria for designation 
at this time. 

The Housing Agency will continue to monitor the rental market and may recommend fur-
ther areas for designation. Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found at a fu-
ture date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones.

On 15 June 2017, my Department announced the launch of a public consultation on the 
review of the Rent Predictability Measure and the system of Rent Pressure Zones. The consulta-
tion has allowed members of the public and interested parties to provide their opinions and sug-
gestions on the functioning of the measure.  The 69 submissions received from the consultation 
process, which concluded on 30 June, will feed into the review of the measure.

Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 8.

Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRB0020047. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on the potential for high rise zones within Dublin city; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33113/17]

13/07/2017WRB00300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department regularly monitors the planning process and acts to ensure that it 
facilitates appropriate multi-unit housing developments to meet the broader housing require-
ments of society.

My Department’s 2009 Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Residential De-
velopment in Urban Areas   encourage local authorities to bring about high quality and sus-
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tainable urban development, using their development planning and management functions to 
deliver quality homes and neighbourhoods where people want to live, work and raise families.  
In particular, the Guidelines outline a range of densities appropriate to different location types, 
from lower densities at the edges of smaller towns through to densities in the range of a mini-
mum of 50 dwellings per hectare in larger urban areas along public transport corridors.

However, the Guidelines do not set out specific policy advice in relation to height of build-
ings alone, in isolation from broader location, design and layout considerations nor would it 
be appropriate to do so, given variability in urban contexts and the inappropriateness of a “one 
size fits all” height policy for very diverse urban areas. Rather, it is a matter for local authorities 
to ensure the appropriate application of the Guidelines in their statutory development plan and 
development management processes.

Permissible building heights in different parts of the Dublin City Council Area are set out 
in Chapter 16 of the Dublin City Development Plan 2016-2022, available at the following link: 
http://www.dublincity.ie/sites/default/files/content/Planning/DublinCityDevelopmentPlan/
Written%20Statement%20-%20Interim%20Publication%20-%20Volume%201sml.pdf.  

My Department is currently at an advanced stage of completing a residential development 
cost review, which is due to be finalised later this month.  This review is examining the key 
aspects of viability issues, including building height limitations, and will inform my approach 
to further policy development on the matters involved. 

Tenant Purchase Scheme

13/07/2017WRB0040048. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the status of the tenant purchase scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33105/17]

13/07/2017WRB00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The new Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme for existing local authority houses 
came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint 
tenants, of local authority houses that are available for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, 
tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 
per annum, have been in receipt of social housing support for at least one year and have been 
allocated a house under a local authority allocation scheme. 

The requirement to pay water charges is a condition under the scheme and is reflected 
in legislation. Section 3(A)(9) of the Water Services Act 2014 (inserted by Section 48 of the 
Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015) provides that a person who is a tenant of 
a dwelling let to him/her under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2014 and who proposes to purchase 
the dwelling shall before completion of the sale provide the local authority concerned with a 
certificate of discharge from Irish Water confirming that any charge under section 21 of the No. 
2 Act 2013 in respect of the dwelling owed to Irish Water has been paid. The sale of the dwell-
ing cannot proceed until a certificate of discharge in respect of the dwelling has been received 
from Irish Water. 

The Oireachtas has approved the report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future 
Funding of Domestic Water Services and I am committed to legislating on the recommenda-
tions.  My Department is working on legislative proposals, in line with the recommendations of 
the report, including in relation to the position of those who have paid and also those who have 
not paid water charges. 
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In line with the commitment given in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness, a review of the first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase Scheme’s operation has 
been undertaken. The review is now complete and a full report setting out findings and recom-
mendations has been prepared.  Following consultation with relevant Departments on imple-
mentation arrangements, I expect that definitive proposals will be submitted to me very shortly. 

Building Regulations

13/07/2017WRB0060049. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans to implement a redress scheme to help those homeowners af-
fected by mica; the timeframe for such a scheme to be available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33120/17]

13/07/2017WRB0070054. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans to help homeowners affected by the mica issue; his further 
plans to set up a redress scheme; the timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33104/17]

13/07/2017WRB00800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government(Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 49 and 54 together.

The Expert Panel on concrete blocks was established by my Department in 2016, to inves-
tigate problems that have emerged in the concrete blockwork of certain dwellings in Counties 
Donegal and Mayo.

The panel had the following terms of reference:

(i) To identify, insofar as it is possible, the numbers of private dwellings which appear to be 
affected by defects in the blockwork in the Counties of Donegal and Mayo;

(ii) To carry out a desktop study, which would include a consultation process with affected 
homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building profes-
sionals, testing laboratories, industry stakeholders and other relevant parties, to establish the 
nature of the problem in the affected dwellings;

(iii) To outline a range of technical options for remediation and the means by which those 
technical options could be applied; and

(iv) To submit a report within six months.

On 13 June 2017, the report of the Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks was published and in-
cluded eight recommendations, which my Department are now advancing.

My Department has already taken action to implement recommendations 1 and 2 as pri-
orities.  With regard to Recommendation 1, the Department met with the National Standards 
Authority of Ireland (NSAI) recently to discuss the establishment of a Technical Committee to 
scope and fast track the development of a standardised protocol.

With regard to Recommendation 2, my Department has been in contact with Engineers 
Ireland in regard to the establishment of a register of competent engineers for homeowner/af-
fected parties’ reference.  Engineers Ireland provided assurance that they will collaborate with 
the Department, the NSAI and others on measures to establish such a register. 

In addition and in light of the information contained in the report,  I am currently consider-
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ing what further actions may be required to assist the parties directly involved in reaching a 
satisfactory resolution to the problems that have emerged in the two counties.

Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRB0090050. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government when he will publish the draft national planning framework; if interested stake-
holders will get a further opportunity to make submissions, observations and so on; when the 
NPF will be put on a statutory basis; and if a budget will be allocated to deliver same. [33436/17]

13/07/2017WRB01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): An initial draft of the National Planning Framework (NPF), Ireland 2040 – Our Plan, 
is at an advanced stage of preparation.  The intention is that the draft Plan, accompanied by an 
Environmental Report as required under the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive, 
will be published for consultation, allowing for input from stakeholders and the general public. 

Moreover, the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 2016 provides for the imple-
mentation of a number of planning related recommendations of the Mahon Tribunal, one of 
which establishes a legislatively defined approach to the development of the National Planning 
Framework.  Specific provision is included in the Bill for obtaining  Oireachtas approval of the 
NPF or any revised framework. This Bill is currently at Dáil Report Stage and I would hope to 
see the Bill progressing to enactment as soon as possible after the Summer recess.  

The NPF covers a broad range of issues in relation to planning for Ireland’s future over the 
period to 2040. While public expenditure allocations are a matter for the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
are working closely together to ensure an effective alignment between the National Planning 
Framework and the mid-term review of the Capital Plan and longer-term infrastructure plan-
ning, with a view to ensuring that long-term planning objectives shape Ireland’s investment and 
infrastructural development approach into the future.

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRB0110051. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans to reform the local infrastructure housing activation fund to ensure 
that affordable housing is provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33432/17]

13/07/2017WRB01200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The aim of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is to relieve 
critical infrastructural blockages in order to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key 
development sites in urban areas with high demand for housing. Dublin, in particular, is suffer-
ing from a significant deficit in supply of new homes. 

This Fund is key to getting sites moving which would otherwise be inaccessible due to lack 
of necessary public infrastructure.  It is estimated that the targeted investment of €226m will 
stimulate the early supply of 23,000 new dwellings by 2021 with potential for up to 69,000 
units in the longer term, as the sites are fully built out.  Funds are being provided to local au-
thorities to build roads, bridges and public amenities such as parks through a public procure-
ment process, and this infrastructure will remain in public ownership and ultimately be for the 
benefit of housholds living in the vicinity of the infrastructure.
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The Fund has been allocated to over 34 projects of varying cost and scale, ranging from 
€0.7m to build a road which will facilitate 200 houses to be built on one site in Co. Tipperary, to 
€20m to build road and parks infrastructure in Adamstown, South Dublin, to get 1,000 houses 
started. 

Affordability was a factor in the criteria for the selection of the 34 projects which were ap-
proved but it was only one of a number of very important criteria such as strategic fit and the 
early release of significant scale of new homes.  In the vast majority of these projects, such as 
Adamstown, Kilkenny western environs, Mount Avenue, Dundalk, or Mungret, Limerick, it is 
anticipated that the housing facilitated by the infrastructure delivery will be pitched at afford-
able prices and a 10% social housing dividend under Part V will also be secured from each proj-
ect.  Furthermore, State-owned lands will be used in 12 of the projects to facilitate additional 
social housing, or homes for particular vulnerable groups, such as older people, in accordance 
with the needs of the individual areas concerned.

Across the Dublin sites, the prices are likely to be higher than the national average, due 
to market factors such as the land costs and construction costs. However, even in these cases, 
we have ensured that the State gets a return on its investment by requiring a cost reduction to 
benefit the private buyer, as well as accelerating large-scale supply which is urgently required. 
Conversely, setting unrealistic affordability requirements would likely impact on the commer-
cial viability and fundability of the developments, and could delay or stall the developments 
which the Fund had been created to facilitate.

I am also considering further initiatives and actions to address the issue of affordability in 
the context of the targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland which my Department has now com-
menced.

Question No. 52 answered with Question No. 24.

Question No. 53 answered with Question No. 37.

Question No. 54 answered with Question No. 49.

Social and Affordable Housing Provision

13/07/2017WRB0160055. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if the persons to be housed in the new rapid build units will be taken from the local 
authority waiting list; if other criteria will apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33383/17]

13/07/2017WRB01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Under Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associ-
ated Regulations, the allocation of social housing support to qualified households is a matter for 
the local authority concerned.  As Minister, I am precluded from intervening in relation to the 
procedures followed, or decisions made, by housing authorities in the allocation of particular 
dwellings.

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding the allocation of new rapid build units, I under-
stand that local authorities are currently allocating new rapid build units to qualified households 
in accordance with their allocation schemes. This includes allocating units to homeless families 
living in emergency accommodation, as well as to other households on their housing lists. 
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Nitrates Usage

13/07/2017WRB0180056. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of the ongoing review of the nitrates directive; the measures his 
Department can take as part of this review to provide greater flexibility, reduced penalties and 
more workable regulations for farmers under this directive; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33391/17]

13/07/2017WRB01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): In accordance with the Nitrates Directive, Ireland’s Nitrates Action Programme is 
due for review this year.  Negotiations with the European Commission with a view to having a 
revised Nitrates Action Programme in place by the end of 2017 have commenced.

As part of the review, a full public consultation process was undertaken and this closed on 3 
May 2017.  All submissions received on foot of this consultation are currently being given full 
consideration by an expert group comprising officials from my Department, the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Teagasc and the Environmental Protection Agency.

It would be inappropriate to anticipate any outcomes of the review process in advance of its 
conclusion.

Social and Affordable Housing Funding

13/07/2017WRB0200057. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the status of the commitment given on page 53 of Rebuilding Ireland that a spe-
cial purpose vehicle would be established with support from organisations (details supplied). 
[33143/17]

13/07/2017WRB02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness emphasises the 
need to look at new ways of funding social housing delivery, in particular the need to provide 
structural, funding and policy supports to increase delivery of social housing by Approved 
Housing Bodies.   In that context, it states that support will be provided to an Irish Council for 
Social Housing/sector-led new special purpose vehicle, involving investors which could poten-
tially include the organisation referred to.

Funding for the Irish Council for Social Housing totalling some €49,000 to support this 
initiative was announced on 15 May 2017.  The funding is being made available to the Council 
to establish a sector-led financial vehicle to allow AHBs to expand and facilitate the delivery of 
additional housing units. This funding was approved under the AHB Innovation Fund and was 
part of total amount of €104,043 that was allocated across a number of AHBs.  The Innovation 
Fund was established, in line with the commitment made in Rebuilding Ireland, to provide 
AHBs with the means to test innovative ideas on new funding structures and to build capacity.

Housing Issues

13/07/2017WRB0220058. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his proposals for reducing the costs of constructing new multi-unit developments. 
[33406/17]

13/07/2017WRB02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
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Murphy): Under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, the Gov-
ernment is committed to a broad range of measures to tackle, among other things, some of the 
costs associated with the provision of housing. This includes undertaking a detailed analysis, in 
conjunction with the construction sector, to benchmark housing delivery input costs in Ireland, 
in order to facilitate an increased level of housing output into the future.

A working group, chaired by my Department, has been established and has met on a number 
of occasions since December 2016. While it is intended that the working group will concentrate 
on the domestic market, the Housing Agency is currently advancing an analysis of delivery 
costs and international comparisons. 

Both of these reports are being finalised at present and I will consider them without delay 
once submitted to me.   

Question No. 59 answered with Question No. 39.

Vacant Sites Levy

13/07/2017WRB0250060. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his views on further sanctions and disincentives against land hoarding and specu-
lation in development land, such as some form of site value tax; his further views on whether 
the vacant site tax is unlikely to be effective. [33407/17]

13/07/2017WRB02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a new measure, the va-
cant site levy, which is aimed at incentivising the development of vacant, under-utilised sites in 
urban areas.  Under the Act, planning authorities are required to establish a register of vacant 
sites in their areas, beginning on 1 January 2017, and to issue annual notices to owners of vacant 
sites by 1 June 2018 in respect of vacant sites on the register on 1 January 2018. The levy will be 
applied by planning authorities, commencing on 1 January 2019 in respect of sites which were 
vacant and on the vacant site register during the year 2018 and will subsequently be applied on 
an annual basis thereafter, as long as a site remains on the vacant site register in the preceding 
year.

Planning authorities are empowered to apply an annual vacant site levy of 3% of the market 
value of vacant sites which exceed 0.5 hectares in area - with reduced or zero rates of levy ap-
plying in specific circumstances – and which, in the planning authority’s opinion, were vacant 
or idle in the preceding year, in areas identified by the planning authority in its development 
plan or local area plan for residential or regeneration development. The 3% rate of vacant site 
levy is consistent with the rate applied to derelict sites under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 and is 
considered reasonable, without being over-punitive, for the purposes of incentivising the acti-
vation of such sites for residential or regeneration purposes. 

All levies due on an individual site will remain a charge on the land concerned until all out-
standing levies due are paid. Accordingly, under the vacant site levy provisions, there will be a 
cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for development purposes for each year 
that a site remains vacant or idle.

In addition, with regard to addressing the issue of the hoarding of residentially zoned land, 
a number of amendments to the provisions relating to the extension of duration of planning per-
missions have been tabled in the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 2016, which is 
currently at Dáil Report Stage.  The amendments proposed are collectively aimed at tightening 
up the provisions in relation to the extension of duration of planning permissions and ensuring 
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that extensions of duration, without commencing substantial development, will no longer be 
facilitated.

As the Deputy will be aware, I have initiated a focused review of Rebuilding Ireland, which 
I will be aiming to conclude in September. The purpose of the review is to identify any further 
measures that may be necessary to build on the progress already made and underpin momentum 
in the months and years ahead.

Taxation issues are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Finance.

Fire Safety

13/07/2017WRB0270061. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he will initiate a fire safety audit on all multi-storey residential buildings con-
structed since 1992; and if he will confirm compliance with fire safety building regulations for 
all multi storey residential developments already undertaken. [33381/17]

13/07/2017WRB02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department has overall responsibility for the statutory regulatory framework 
governing both Building Control and Fire Services. Inspection and enforcement are a matter 
for local authorities who, under the relevant legislation, are designated as Building Control 
and Fire Authorities in their respective functional areas and have extensive statutory powers 
of inspection and enforcement. Section 8(4) of the Building Control Act 1990 provides that a 
Building Control Authority may serve an Enforcement Notice requiring that such steps as are 
necessary to ensure compliance with the Building Regulations, including Part B – Fire Safety, 
be taken within a specified period. An Enforcement Notice may be served at any time up to five 
years from the completion of the Building Works. 

Under the Fire Services Acts of 1981 and 2003 local authorities are designated as fire au-
thorities in their respective functional areas and have extensive statutory powers of inspection 
and enforcement. Section 20 of the Act provides that the appropriate fire authority may serve a 
Fire Safety Notice on the owner or occupier of any building which appears to the authority to 
be a potentially dangerous building. Section 20 of the Act provides that a Fire Safety Notice in 
relation to a building may prohibit the use of the building, or a specified part of the building, 
unless or until specified precautions are taken to the satisfaction of the fire authority.

In response to the tragic fire in Grenfell Tower, the immediate focus of attention has been on 
life safety issues. In that context, I requested that each local authority, as a matter of urgency, re-
view their multi-storey social housing units to ensure that all early warning systems, including 
alarm and detection systems and means of escape including corridors, stairways and emergency 
exits are in place and fully functional. 

In order to raise awareness amongst private landlords, including landlords of households in 
receipt of social housing supports and rental assistance, the Residential Tenancies Board has 
been asked to remind all landlords of their statutory responsibilities and obligations as landlords 
to ensure that their properties fully comply with fire safety requirements. The RTB placed a no-
tice to this effect on its website and is writing individually to all registered landlords providing 
detailed information.

A Building Control Management System (BCMS) alert was issued to all registered users of 
the BCMS to remind those involved in works to existing or new buildings of the need to remain 
vigilant in relation to compliance with the Building Regulations and in particular to Part B Fire 
Safety. The 57,000 registered users include builders, assigned certifiers, designers and owners. 
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I have also tasked the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management with co-
ordinating a high-level Task Force to lead Ireland’s re-appraisal of fire safety in the wake of the 
Grenfell Tower fire. The actions involved include the following:

-  The preliminary survey of the use of cladding products on residential buildings over 18m 
(6 storeys) being undertaken by fire services in Dublin is to be extended to the rest of the coun-
try and to cover buildings in all categories over 18m in height. The results to be reported to my 
Department by 19 July in relation to residential buildings, and by 2 August in relation to other 
buildings.

-  My Department is to meet with the local authority Chief Fire Officers in the coming weeks 
to review current activities and to plan for further fire safety initiatives in prioritised areas of 
action.

-  Responsibility for fire safety in buildings of all kinds (other than dwellings) is placed by 
Section 18 (2) of the Fire Services Act 1981 on the ‘person having control’ of each building. In 
order to assist those in both the public and private sector who hold this responsibility, consid-
eration is being given to the publication of a guide on  undertaking  Fire Safety Assessments as 
provided for in Section 18 (6)(a) of the Act. This will facilitate persons having control of build-
ings to demonstrate that they are complying with their statutory responsibilities.

The Task Force will be the main vehicle to monitor the situation and arrange necessary 
steps.  This will include considering further information that emerges from the United Kingdom 
on factors contributing to the Grenfell Tower fire, which will inform regulatory arrangements 
for ensuring effective and balanced fire safety standards and approaches in this country.

Local Authority Boundaries Review

13/07/2017WRB0290062. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans for the administrative boundary between counties Waterford and 
Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33116/17]

13/07/2017WRB03000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I refer to the reply to Question No. 20 of 25th May 2017 which sets out the position 
in this matter.

Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRB0310063. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will rescind the ministerial order for the SDZ in Clonmagadden, Navan, 
County Meath, in view of the fact that the scheme is no longer fit for purpose in its current 
guise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33107/17]

13/07/2017WRB03200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): A 38-hectare site at Clonmagadden in Navan, County Meath was designated as a 
Strategic Development Zone by Government Order in 2001. The lands were designated for the 
purpose of strategic housing development, together with the necessary supporting social and 
physical infrastructure.  A Planning Scheme was subsequently prepared for a total of 1,400 
housing units to be developed on the site.  This Planning Scheme was approved by An Bord 
Pleanála in 2004 and this remains in force as the development framework for the subject site. 

While the lands have not been developed to date, this largely reflects the downturn in eco-



Questions - Written Answers

220

nomic conditions since 2007 which impacted on housebuilding nationally. 

While section 169(6) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) provides that 
‘The Government may revoke or amend an order  ’ in relation to the designation of an SDZ, 
the suitability of the subject lands for new housing remains valid and accords with the devel-
opment of Navan as an important regional growth centre and county town. I understand that 
Meath County Council are pursuing the development of the lands in question, as the designated 
Development Agency, with the objective of securing construction of the identified housing over 
a number of phases. 

In relation to the appropriateness of the current provisions of the adopted Planning Scheme 
for Clonmagadden, relevant changes to the SDZ legislation were made in the Planning and 
Development (Amendment) Act 2015. These changes specifically facilitate a streamlined pro-
cedure in relation to the making of amendments to a SDZ Planning Scheme, where they are 
considered necessary.  The procedure is intended to enable the adaptation of approved Planning 
Schemes to respond to changed context and circumstances prevailing.  

In view of this, I have no plans to rescind the Government Order. 

Wind Energy Guidelines

13/07/2017WRB0330064. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when the recently issued guidelines for wind farms will be reviewed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29816/17]

13/07/2017WRB03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My predecessor as Minister, in conjunction with my colleague, the Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment, announced last month an emerging “pre-
ferred draft approach” to the review of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines. A copy 
of the announcement is available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/guidelines/wind-energy/coveney-and-naughten-an-
nounce-key-development-review-wind-energy-development-guidelines.

As part of the overall review, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) will be under-
taken on the “proposed draft approach” to the revised Guidelines before they come into effect. 
This is in accordance with the requirements of EU Directive 2001/24/EC on the assessment 
of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, the SEA Directive.  SEA 
is a process by which environmental considerations are required to be fully integrated into the 
preparation of plans and programmes which act as frameworks for development consent, prior 
to their final adoption, with public consultation as part of that process. 

It is envisaged that the SEA process will take approximately 9 months.   In light of the SEA 
requirements, it is expected that the Guidelines will be finalised and come into effect in Q1 
2018.  In the meantime, the current Guidelines remain in force.

When finalised, the revised Guidelines will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities, and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their 
functions generally under the Planning Acts.

Social and Affordable Housing
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13/07/2017WRB0350065. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the way in which his Department defines affordable housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33433/17]

13/07/2017WRB03600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Government remains committed to meeting the overarching policy objective, 
outlined in Rebuilding Ireland, of ensuring that all of our people have access to quality and af-
fordable housing, either through their own endeavours or with the support of the State. 

In terms of social housing, the need is well understood and the latest estimate from the So-
cial Housing Needs Assessment puts the total net household need at 91,600, as at 21 September 
2016. ‘Net Household Need’ for the purposes of this assessment is defined as the total number 
of households qualifying for social housing support whose social housing need is not being 
met. The maximum net income eligibility thresholds range from €25,000 for a single person to 
€42,000 for a 3 adult, 4 child household. The figures vary, within that overall range, depending 
on the local authority area concerned. 

Households currently living in local authority rented accommodation, voluntary/ co-opera-
tive accommodation or accommodation provided under current expenditure programmes (such 
as the Housing Assistance Payments Scheme) are not included in the total number.  It is impor-
tant to note that households that are in receipt of Rent Supplement are included in the figure, as 
this is not classified as a housing support. 

Under Rebuilding Ireland, €5.35 billion has been committed with the target of 47,000 units 
for delivery over the period to 2021. In addition, over 80,000 households are targeted to be 
accommodated in the private housing market under the Housing Assistance Payment Scheme. 
This will ensure that those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their housing 
needs are supported.

The cost of housing, and its affordability for a particular household, is a key issue and one 
that has become increasingly significant. There has been a considerable amount of research 
undertaken in Ireland, the UK and further afield on this topic and, while there is no universally 
ideal price/rent to income ratio or minimum residual income requirement, there is broad agree-
ment that ideally households should be spending no more than a third of their income on hous-
ing costs over the longer term. 

I have initiated a targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland  , with an emphasis on strengthening 
the measures already in place and identifying new initiatives that add value and raise ambition.  
As part of this review process, which I intend to conclude by September, I have asked my De-
partment to focus in particular on the broad issue of housing affordability. 

House Prices

13/07/2017WRB0370066. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the direction he has given to local authorities to ensure that homes built for 
private sale on publicly owned land are sold at affordable prices; if he will consider introducing 
an appropriate national affordable housing scheme for this purpose; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33379/17]

13/07/2017WRB03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): On 27 April, details of some 1,700 hectares of land in local authority and Housing 
Agency ownership were published on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with the po-
tential to deliver 42,500 homes nationally. All local authorities have been requested to prepare 
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Strategic Development and Management Plans by 30 September 2017 for the earliest possible 
development of their lands.  

As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector  , published in December 2016, the commit-
ment to develop an affordable rental model is now being progressed by local authorities in Rent 
Pressure Zones, through leveraging the value of their land. 

In this regard, Dublin City Council and the Housing Agency, in partnership with Dún 
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, have developed detailed proposals for specific sites that 
they control in Dublin. My Department is currently working through those proposals with the 
project sponsors. 

The final model for bringing forward public lands for housing, including an affordable rent-
al element where appropriate, will be informed by the work on the initial pathfinder sites in the 
two local authority areas. In parallel, as part of the targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland, my 
Department is examining the broader issue of housing affordability, including the need for a 
national framework or guidance on affordable housing. Again, the specific proposals in Dublin 
City Council and Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council will be factored into that review 
process and my Department will also be consulting more broadly with local authorities as part 
of the review. 

Question No. 67 answered with Question No. 37.

Rent Pressure Zones

13/07/2017WRB0400068. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the next review of rent pressure zones will be carried out; if the general 
review of Rebuilding Ireland will include more substantial changes to the legislation which 
defined qualification as a rent pressure zone; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33378/17]

13/07/2017WRB04100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Housing Agency continues to monitor the rental market and may recommend 
further areas for designation as Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs).  Following the procedures set out 
in the Act, where it is found at a future date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be 
designated as RPZs.

My Department has initiated a review of the Rent Predictability Measure. At this stage, the 
measures have been in place for 6 months and data from the Residential Tenancies Board’s Rent 
Index Report for Quarter 1 2017 is also available.  Using this latest data, it will be possible to 
ascertain the effectiveness of the Rent Predictability Measure.

As part of the review, my Department conducted a public consultation which has allowed 
members of the public and interested parties to provide their opinions and suggestions on the 
functioning of the measure.  A total of 69 submissions were received during the consultation 
process, which concluded on 30 June. These submissions will feed into the review of the mea-
sure.

The extent of any legislative amendments, if required, will be determined when the report 
of the review is finalised.

13/07/2017WRC00200Brexit Issues
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13/07/2017WRC0030069. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation if she will seek a special derogation from the EU state aid rules to address the impact 
of Brexit on Irish firms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34259/17]

13/07/2017WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The Government is conscious of the need to consider the types of supports that Irish busi-
nesses may require to address challenges arising as a result of the Brexit Referendum, which is 
likely to represent a structural shift in the UK trading relations.  Short, medium and long term 
responses from market diversification through to price repositioning will be needed. 

On foot of extensive engagement with industry, my Department is working with the Depart-
ment of Finance, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Enterprise Ireland and 
the SBCI to develop appropriate, tailored and targeted responses. This work, along with market 
developments as a result of Brexit, and ongoing engagement with the business community, will 
inform further discussions with the Commission and the development of any further initiatives 
to business. 

Since the Brexit Referendum, my predecessor, Minister Mary Mitchell O’Connor, at-
tended three meetings of the Competitiveness Council. State Aid rules did not feature on the 
agenda.  However, in our engagements with both EU Commissioners and Ministers from other 
Member States since the UK decision, Brexit has been a central part of the discussions at these 
meetings.  Last autumn, officials of my Department initiated discussions with DG Competition 
to sensitise the Commission to potential difficulties likely to be encountered by Irish firms from 
the Brexit referendum result. These discussions continue at the highest levels to address all rel-
evant issues relating to any proposals emerging from our work with industry. 

13/07/2017WRC00500Research and Development Funding

13/07/2017WRC0060070. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation her views on whether the lack of a multi-annual commitment to the PRTLI by her 
Department retards its ability to attract matching funding from private sector or EU sources. 
[34335/17]

13/07/2017WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): My Department’s allocation to the Programme for Research in Third Level Institutions 
(PRTLI) in 2016 was €30.4m; this included a Supplementary Estimate of €20m in December 
2016. The allocation in 2017 is €14.4m. The 2017 PRTLI allocation is being used to pay off an 
outstanding bill for PRTLI Cycle 5. As with previous cycles, there is a long lead time before the 
total spend and the administrative obligations associated with the funded projects are finalised.  
There has been a longer repayment period for Cycle 5 than initially expected due to financial 
constraints during the course of this Cycle. As a result the immediate priority for the PRTLI al-
location has been to repay the HEI payments owed from Cycle 5.  

I am conscious of the impact that Exchequer funding, including the PRTLI has had in en-
abling the HEIs to attract other sources of funding, particularly in the case of capital infrastruc-
ture projects. PRTLI-funded infrastructure and consortia are a key attractor of co-funding from 
private (non-exchequer) sources.  The Exchequer element of previous cycles of the programme 
have also benefitted from co-funding from EU “Structural Funds”.   

The planning and design of a successor to Cycle 5 of PRTLI is an action in Innovation 2020 
and is being progressed by my Department working closely with the Department of Education 
and Skills.  My Department has included a proposal to commence funding for a successor to 



Questions - Written Answers

224

Cycle 5 of the PRTLI in its submission to the Mid-term Review of the Capital Plan.  As part of 
the planning for a new Cycle of PRTLI, my Department is examining co-funding opportunities 
including from the private sector and from EU sources.  There will be more clarity on a suc-
cessor to Cycle 5 when the Mid-term Review of the Capital Plan is concluded, and the funding 
envelope for this and other projects is finalised.

13/07/2017WRC00800Trade Missions

13/07/2017WRC0090071. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation the number of joint trade missions involving officials and industry representatives 
from Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland undertaken to date in 2017; the number 
planned for the remainder of 2017 and for 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34505/17]

13/07/2017WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): Trade missions are a central element of the Government’s support for Ireland’s exports, 
inward investment, tourism, and international education. An intensive programme of trade mis-
sions is a key part of our overall strategy of pursuing market diversification and building resil-
ience into our economy in response to changes in the global trade and investment environment, 
and the complex challenges presented by Brexit.

On the 25th May 2017 Enterprise Ireland partnered with Invest NI and Buildoffsite (Build-
offsite is a membership organisation with members from a wide range of UK and International 
client, supply, professional services and academic organisations), for an event in the Irish Em-
bassy in London. 25 Enterprise Ireland clients and 10 Invest NI clients attended with 80 other 
industry executives at this networking event. There are currently no further joint events planned 
for the remainder of 2017 or 2018.

From the 13th to the 16th of June, Enterprise Ireland managed the Ireland stand at New Zea-
land National Fieldays 2017 with support from Invest NI. 8 agritech companies from Northern 
Ireland shared an Ireland stand at this event which is regarded as the ultimate launch platform 
for Irish companies to showcase their cutting edge technology and innovative agri- business 
solutions to the market. 

NSAI held one of its ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 management systems roadshows in Belfast 
on 24th February.  No further events in Northern Ireland are planned by NSAI for 2017.

It is also worth noting that Science Foundation Ireland hosts events and engagements in 
Washington DC as part of the Taoisesach’s St. Patrick’s Day Programme.  Contacts from insti-
tutions in Northern Ireland, for example, InterTradeIreland and the Department of Economy are 
invited to attend those events.  In addition, those researchers and senior officials from Higher 
Education Institutes in Northern Ireland that are involved in tri-jurisdictional research projects 
involving researchers in the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and the US are also invited 
to participate. 

13/07/2017WRC01100Job Creation Data

13/07/2017WRC0120072. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of IDA jobs which have been created in County Kerry in each of the past 
20 years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33631/17]
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13/07/2017WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): IDA Ireland maintains employment statistics over 10 year periods. Details of jobs created 
and lost in County Kerry between 2007 and 2016 are set out in the following table. 

The IDA remains committed to regional development and to growing foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) driven employment all over Ireland, including Kerry. This is evidenced by its 2015-
2019 strategy which includes the goal of increasing FDI in every region outside of Dublin by 
30%-40%. Progress is being made towards that objective, with over half of all new Agency-
supported jobs in 2016 being created outside of Dublin. New projects that have been announced 
for 2017 show that this trend is continuing with increased jobs growth expected for regional 
Ireland over the remainder of this year.

Jobs created and lost in Kerry from 2007 to 2016 

Kerry 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
No of   
Compa-
nies

15 15 14 15 12 13 12 12 12 13

Total 
Jobs

2,015 1,980 1,588 1,513 1,497 1,605 1,638 1,874 1,931 2,083

Gross 
Gains

75 53 51 171 120 101 247 89 186

Losses -110 -445 -126 -187 -12 -68 -11 -32 -34
Net 
Change

-35 -392 -75 -16 108 33 236 57 152

13/07/2017WRC01400Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRC0150073. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, En-
terprise and Innovation the way her Department is improving services and increasing supports 
for persons with disabilities during 2017. [34035/17]

13/07/2017WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The mission of my Department is to lead on the creation and maintenance of high quality 
and sustainable full employment by championing enterprise across government.  While my 
Department does not have a direct role on the formulation of policy on the provision of employ-
ment or other supports or services specifically for people with disabilities, it did participate in 
the development of the Comprehensive Employment Strategy (CES) for Persons with a Dis-
ability and is a member of the Implementation Group for this Strategy. In addition, my Depart-
ment is a member of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy Group, which is launching its 
2017-2020 Strategy document this week. Both this Group and the CES are led by the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality. 

My Department is progressing its commitments under the Comprehensive Employ-
ment Strategy through its Agencies.   For example, in April 2017, Enterprise Ireland hosted 
a Knowledge Sharing event under the Employer Support Initiative in conjunction with the 
National Disability Authority (NDA) to increase awareness of the potential of employees with 
disabilities.  During the year, Enterprise Ireland was also engaged with NDA’s Centre for Excel-
lence in Universal Design to provided advice to the five competitors that were selected for the 
next stage of the challenge of the Homes for Smart Aging Competition.  Under another CES 
action, the Local Enterprise Offices have engaged a training provider to provide their staff with 
training to ensure that they are skilled to provide inclusive services.  

My Department will continue to work across Government to ensure that people with dis-
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abilities have the opportunity to participate fully in the workforce.   

The Employment Equality Acts 1998-2015 prohibits discrimination on nine grounds, in-
cluding the ground of disability.  The Acts apply to prospective employees in claiming dis-
crimination in access to employment.  Any person who believes that s/he has experienced dis-
crimination which is contrary to the Employment Equality Acts may seek redress by referring a 
complaint to the Director General of the Workplace Relations Commission, which is an Office 
of my Department.  A case may be lodged through the Workplace Relations Commission’s 
website at www.workplacerelations.ie.  General information relating to employment rights is 
available on the website and from the Workplace Relations Commission’s Information Service 
at Telephone: 1890 80 80 90.

13/07/2017WRC01700Job Creation

13/07/2017WRC0180074. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation the investment by her Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east 
County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34070/17]

13/07/2017WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): As Minister for Enterprise and Innovation, I am fully committed to the creation of high-
quality and sustainable employment across Ireland, including in Counties Louth and Meath. 

With regard to Louth, IDA supported jobs in the County grew by 11% in 2016, reaching a 
total of 3,574. The Agency continues to work hard to add to the 21 multinational companies 
currently based in the County. Enterprise Ireland clients, meanwhile, employ 5,819 people in 
Louth whilst companies supported by the Local Enterprise Offices there employ a further 780. 
Enterprise Ireland payments to companies in the County totaled €5.7 million in 2016, with pay-
ments in the first half of this year amounting to €1.3 million.

In Meath, IDA client companies employ 1,496 people across 17 different companies. En-
terprise Ireland clients are responsible for 7,007 jobs in the same County while companies 
supported by Local Enterprise Offices there employ 927 people. Enterprise Ireland payments 
to companies in Meath totaled €1.9 million in 2016, with payments in the first half of this year 
amounting to €440,000. 

Our broader efforts to support enterprise and employment in both Counties is supported 
by the new Regional Enterprise Development Fund that was launched on 29 May. The fund of 
up to €60 million, which is a key action under the Regional Action Plan for Jobs and the Ac-
tion Plan for Rural Development, is aimed at accelerating economic  recovery in every part of 
the country by delivering on the potential of local and regional enterprise. It will also support 
collaborative initiatives to build on specific industry sectoral strengths and improve enterprise 
capability. 

13/07/2017WRC02000European Space Agency

13/07/2017WRC0210075. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she has raised the UK’s future membership of the European Space Agency with her UK 
or EU counterparts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34241/17]

13/07/2017WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The European Space Agency (ESA) is an international organisation with 22 Member 
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States from both within and outside the European Union. The Agency operates independently 
of the European Union and the United Kingdom’s membership of ESA is not dependent on its 
EU membership. 

The United Kingdom’s policy is to continue to be a member of ESA after it leaves the Euro-
pean Union and British companies will remain eligible to participate in the Agency’s projects.   

It is too early to say what impact Brexit may have on the UK’s participation in joint Europe-
an Union/ESA space programmes. The terms of any agreement in relation to such programmes 
would be a matter for the EU 27 and the UK to agree as part of any negotiation.

Accordingly, I have not raised the issue of the UK’s future membership of ESA with either 
my UK or European counterparts.

13/07/2017WRC02300IDA Site Visits

13/07/2017WRC0240076. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of IDA sponsored visits in each of the years 2015 to 2016 and to date 
in 2017, by county; and the IDA’s strategy to ensure there is an equitable distribution of visits 
among counties. [34271/17]

13/07/2017WRC02500Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The following table sets out the number of site visits, on a county-by-county basis, for 
2015 and 2016. Information on site visits in 2017 is currently only available for the first three 
months of the year.

The IDA is very much committed to increasing regional development. That is why the 
Agency has targeted a minimum increase in investment of 30% to 40% in each region outside 
of Dublin by the conclusion of its current strategy in 2019. Progress is being made towards that 
goal – in 2016 over half of all IDA Ireland supported jobs created were based outside of Dublin. 

Site visits do represent an important tool in attracting investment and the IDA does its ut-
most to ensure that investors consider all potential locations. Determining which particular sites 
may be attractive to a client depends very much on the particular requirements of the company 
concerned. Factors that are habitually important to overseas investors include the suitability of 
local infrastructure, the proximity of transport hubs and the availability of skilled talent. It is 
often the case as well that multinational companies seek to base themselves as close as possible 
to businesses operating in the same industry. 

The IDA always encourages clients to locate in areas that are most in need of investment. 
I am determined that this approach will continue so that the benefits of FDI are increasingly 
felt all across Ireland. We have to remember, however, that the ultimate decision as to where to 
invest is always taken by the company itself.  

IDA Ireland Site Visits by County 2015, 2016 and Q1 2017

County 2015 2016 Q1 2017
Carlow 1 9 3
Cavan 0 2 0
Clare 12 18 10
Cork 48 49 9
Donegal 5 7 1
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County 2015 2016 Q1 2017
Dublin 242 284 82
Galway 41 42 23
Kerry 6 3 1
Kildare 7 8 2
Kilkenny 10 10 2
Laois 4 6 0
Leitrim 8 8 1
Limerick 40 49 10
Longford 2 6 0
Louth 20 24 5
Mayo 3 5 0
Meath 7 8 0
Monaghan 2 2 1
Offaly 8 4 1
Roscommon 2 1 1
Sligo 15 20 2
Tipperary 12 8 5
Waterford 31 17 3
Westmeath 28 32 9
Wexford 4 7 1
Wicklow 7 5 1
Total 565 638 173

13/07/2017WRC02600Consumer Protection

13/07/2017WRC0270077. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation the consumer rights that apply to gift vouchers; her plans to introduce new rules 
concerning the period of time for which such vouchers must remain valid; her further plans 
to strengthen consumer rights in this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34294/17]

13/07/2017WRC0280087. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation the status of the Consumer Rights Bill, the general scheme of which her Department 
had previously published; if she is considering greater consumer protection in relation to unfair 
contract terms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34681/17]

13/07/2017WRC0290089. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the regulatory regime pertaining to the issue of expiry dates on vouchers; and the status of 
the Consumer Rights Bill. [34708/17]

13/07/2017WRC03000Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): I propose to take Questions Nos. 77, 87 and 89 together.

Gift vouchers supplied to consumers are subject to the provisions of general consumer pro-
tection legislation, in particular the provisions of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 on unfair, 
misleading and aggressive commercial practices and of the European Communities (Unfair 
Terms in Consumer Contracts) Regulations 1995 (S.I. No. 27 of 1995). Gift vouchers that are 
not financial services products are covered also by the provisions of the European Union (Con-
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sumer Information, Cancellation and Other Rights) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 484 of 2013). 
Gift cards that come within the definition of “electronic money” in the European Communities 
(Electronic Money) Regulations 2011 are subject to the provisions of these Regulations un-
less the card can be used only to acquire goods or services in the premises of the card issuer or 
within a limited network of service providers or for a limited range of goods and services. The 
issuer of a gift card which comes within the definition of electronic money must, at the request 
of the electronic money holder, redeem the monetary value of the electronic money at par value 
at any time. Redemption may be subject to a fee in specified circumstances and any such fee 
must be proportionate and commensurate with the costs actually incurred by the issuer of the 
electronic money. 

My Department published the draft Scheme of a comprehensive Consumer Rights Bill for 
public consultation on 25 May 2015. In addition to Parts dealing with the consolidation and 
updating of the law on the supply of goods, digital content and services and on unfair contract 
terms, the draft Scheme contains a number of provisions for the regulation of gift vouchers, 
including a proposed ban on expiry dates in contracts for the supply of gift vouchers. The re-
sponses to the gift card provisions raised a substantial number of issues, including concerns ex-
pressed by businesses about the impact of a complete prohibition on expiry dates and the need 
for  clarity and certainty in respect of the regulation of gift cards that come within the scope of 
the European Communities (Electronic Money) Regulations 2011. While the present proposal 
is for a ban on expiry dates for gift cards that do not come within the scope of the Electronic 
Money Regulations, I am willing to listen to other views and possible approaches, such as a 
requirement that gift cards remain valid for a set period such as five years.  

While I am anxious to progress the Scheme of the Consumer Rights Bill, I have to take ac-
count of current European Union legislative proposals for Directives on consumer contracts for 
the supply of digital content and consumer contracts for the online and other distance sale of 
goods. These proposals which were announced in May 2015 and published in December 2015 
overlap very substantially with two of the main parts of the draft Scheme of the Consumer 
Rights Bill. Discussions on the digital content proposal at working party level have proceeded 
rapidly with a general approach reached at the Justice and Home Affairs Council in June 2017. 
The proposal will now be considered in a trilogue with the European Parliament later this year. 
Discussion at Council level on the second proposal on online sales has only just commenced.

In this situation, I have to consider the advisability of bringing forward a legislative pro-
posal to the Oireachtas when a directly related and fully harmonised legislative proposal may 
be at an advanced stage of the European Union legislative process. The wisdom of introducing 
legislation in the Oireachtas in 2017, if large parts of that legislation would have to be repealed 
or substantially amended within a relatively short space of time, is obviously open to question. 
I will continue to review the progress of the two European Union proposals with a view to de-
ciding the best course of action to take with regard to the Scheme of the Consumer Rights Bill.  

On the issue of unfair contract terms, EU legislation already exists in this area. The Euro-
pean Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) (Amendment) Regulations 2013, 
which gave effect to the corresponding European Council Directive on Unfair Terms in Con-
sumer Contracts, applies to any term in a contract concluded between a seller of goods or sup-
plier of services and a consumer which has not been individually negotiated. While these Regu-
lations are enforced by the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission, ComReg  and 
the Central Bank, it is ultimately a matter for the Courts to determine whether a specific term 
of a contract is unfair having regard to the features of the contract and the particular provisions 
of the Regulations. 
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13/07/2017WRC03100Banking Sector

13/07/2017WRC0320078. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation the actions her Department and bodies under the aegis of her Department have taken 
in response to each of the relevant recommendations of the interim report on the Committee of 
Public Accounts’ examination of bank stabilisation measures. [34317/17]

13/07/2017WRC03300Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The Interim Report of the Public Accounts Committee’s examination of Bank Stabilisa-
tion measures made two recommendations as follows which relate to corporate law:

- A review of the systems, structures and procedures in place to investigate directors sus-
pected of corporate wrong-doing in the State should be conducted with a view to streamlining 
the process and making it more efficient in terms of the pace of investigations.

- A review to update and strengthen the code of corporate law in respect of enforcement 
against individuals needs to be undertaken as a matter of urgency. The Committee suggests the 
Law Reform Commission may be an appropriate body to undertake such a review.

Since August 2012 when the current Director of Corporate Enforcement was appointed, 
there have been a number of organisational improvements in the Office of the Director of Cor-
porate Enforcement, with a view to streamlining investigations and making them more efficient.  
These improvements include reorganising the structures of the Office; recruiting additional ex-
pertise, most notably five forensic accountants and a digital forensics specialist; fundamentally 
amending the investigative procedures used by the Office, with members of An Garda Síochána 
now taking the lead on all criminal investigations; and fostering a greater culture of risk man-
agement.

The Companies Act 2014 consolidated, modernised and reformed the company law code. It 
seeks to ensure a balance between simplifying the day-to-day running of a business; the compli-
ance duties of company officers and auditors aimed at protecting creditors and investors; and 
the corporate enforcement regime to ensure compliance. 

For the first time, all offences under company law have been streamlined under a new clas-
sification procedure which operates on the basis of four categories of offences, with Category 
1 being the most serious, and carrying a maximum fine of €500,000 and/or a maximum term 
of imprisonment of 10 years. This brings a structure and consistency to the offence provisions 
throughout the legislation.

The Act also introduced, for the first time in codified form, the various common law and 
statutory duties of directors, thereby making the law in this area more transparent and acces-
sible.  The Act also provides for the Directors’ Compliance Statement. The relevant provisions 
apply to all public companies (except investment companies) and large limited companies.  It 
places an obligation on directors to make an annual statement in their Directors’ Report, ac-
knowledging that they are responsible for securing the company’s compliance with its “relevant 
obligations”. Failure to prepare a Directors’ Compliance Statement is an offence under the Act.

In October 2013, the Government approved the content of the Law Reform Commission’s 
Fourth Programme of Law Reform. Among the eleven different projects selected for inclusion 
in the Programme was the question of reform of corporate offences and regulatory enforcement.

In January 2016, the Law Reform Commission produced a wide-ranging Issues Papers in 
which it outlined a range of issues touching on corporate criminality and regulatory enforce-
ment and in respect of which it invited submissions and points of view from interested parties. 
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A large volume of submissions was received from economic regulators, government agencies, 
law firms, private citizens and other stakeholders which will feed into its ongoing work on this 
project. 

The Law Reform Commission anticipates completing its examination of corporate offences 
and regulatory enforcement and publishing its recommendations in the form of a consultation 
paper prior to the end of 2017.

As well as the work of the Law Reform Commission, the Company Law Review Group 
(CLRG), in accordance with its work programme for 2016 to 2018, is currently undertaking a 
comprehensive review of how company law is enforced in Ireland. Furthermore, it is examin-
ing whether there are any new mechanisms by which the existing enforcement regime might be 
refined and enhanced. I will carefully examine the report on its completion.

In addition, the Taoiseach has requested my colleagues the Minister for Justice and Equality, 
the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform and me to prepare a package of 
measures in relation to ‘white collar crime’ to be presented to Cabinet by the end of September.

13/07/2017WRC03400Job Creation

13/07/2017WRC0350079. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the plans her Department and the State’s industrial promotion agencies have to assist in 
2017 in job creation and in the maintenance of existing employment throughout County Cavan 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34318/17]

13/07/2017WRC0360080. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation the plans her Department and the State’s industrial promotion agencies have to assist 
in 2017 in job creation and in the maintenance of existing employment throughout County 
Monaghan (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34319/17]

13/07/2017WRC03700Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): I propose to take Questions Nos. 79 and 80 together.

The North East/North West Regional Action Plan for Jobs is a key policy response for sup-
porting employment growth in the Border region.

The Plan is stimulating job creation across the region, including counties Cavan and 
Monaghan, by facilitating collaborative initiatives between the public and private sector, and 
through the provision of new competitive funds, awarded through Enterprise Ireland to support 
regional enterprise projects. 

The core objective of the NE/NW Action Plan is to have a further 28,000 at work in the 
region by 2020. We are aiming to ensure the unemployment rate is within the 1% of the State 
average. 

Sectors targeted as part of the plan include traditionally strong sectors for the region like 
agri-food, manufacturing/engineering and tourism, including active promotion of the tourism 
potential of the Lakelands Region, which includes Cavan and Monaghan. 

The Local Authorities, enterprise agencies, and other key public and private sector stake-
holders in Cavan and Monaghan have been strongly involved in, and are key drivers of, the NE/
NW Action Plan.

The second progress report on the implementation of the Action Plan, covering the period to 
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end 2016, has just been published and shows that good progress being made. Over 96% of the 
actions due to be completed or progressed by end-2016 were on track.

4,700 jobs were created in the Border since the regional Action Plans for Jobs initiative was 
launched in January 2015.

The unemployment rate in the region has fallen from 10.2% in Q1 2015 to 7.5% in Q1 2017. 

Live register numbers have fallen in both counties Cavan and Monaghan by over 17% in 
the past 12 months.

The Enterprise Agencies are working hard to drive job creation in the region.

IDA North East Region consists of Counties Louth Cavan and Monaghan where 33 multi-
national companies operate, employing 4,914 people. In 2016, IDA client companies supported 
1,203 jobs in Cavan and 137 jobs in Monaghan.

In 2016, Enterprise Ireland client companies supported 5,221 jobs in Cavan and 5,168 jobs 
in Monaghan.

Cavan LEO supported 208 clients in 2016, employing a total of 1,162 people in the county 
while Monaghan LEO supported 153 clients with a total of 903 employed.

I am very conscious of the challenges as a result of Brexit faced by companies operating in 
close proximity to the Border, many of which trade freely on both sides of the border.

Since the UK referendum, the State agencies under my remit – Enterprise Ireland, IDA, 
LEOs and Inter Trade Ireland – have been active in supporting companies in assessing and ad-
dressing their exposure to Brexit.

EI’s current “Prepare for Brexit” campaign includes a Brexit Scoreboard available to all 
companies to self-assess their preparedness for Brexit and generates a report suggesting ap-
propriate responses.

For exporting companies, new resources were secured, including extra staffing, for EI and 
the LEOs in Budget 2017 to assist businesses to maintain and grow export markets.

Based on significant analysis and stakeholder consultation, my Department is currently 
working on further measures targeted at the needs of companies in the wider economy around 
working capital and business development.

To support regional enterprise development, additional funding of up to €60m is being rolled 
out by Enterprise Ireland over the next 4 years to support the development and implementation 
of collaborative and innovative projects that can sustain and add to employment at a national, 
regional and county level.

13/07/2017WRC03900Low Pay Commission Remit

13/07/2017WRC0400081. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation when she plans on making the recommendations of the Low Pay Commission regarding 
au pair placements publicly available. [34336/17]

13/07/2017WRC04100Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): In September last, the Low Pay Commission, as part of their 2017 Work Programme, was 
asked to review the board and lodgings rates that are provided for under the national minimum 
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wage legislation. 

The Low Pay Commission examined the board and lodgings rates for all employees that are 
covered by the national minimum wage legislation.

Under the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 (National Minimum Hourly Rate of Pay) 
Order 2000 (SI No. 95/2000) certain reckonable components may be taken into account for all 
workers to determine an employee’s average hourly rate.  The Act provides for the following 
amounts:

€54.13 for board and lodgings per week, or €7.73 per day;

€32.14 for board only per week, or €4.60 per day;

€21.85 for lodgings only per week, or €3.14 per day.

Thus, if an employer provides an employee with full board and lodgings, or lodgings only 
or full board only, the monetary allowances set out above can be included as reckonable pay. 

The closing date for submissions to the Low Pay Commission Review was the 10th of Janu-
ary last.  The Commission considered the submissions received and examined all the available 
evidence. 

The Commission submitted its report to me in May. Having considered its contents it is in-
tended to bring the report to Government next week and it will be published thereafter.   

13/07/2017WRC04200Low Pay Commission Remit

13/07/2017WRC0430082. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation her views on whether the current allowable food and board deductions for au pairs are 
fair and representative of the cost of providing these services, in view of Ireland’s high cost of 
living. [34337/17]

13/07/2017WRC04400Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The Low Pay Commission was asked, as part of its 2017 Work Programme, to review the 
allowances for board and lodgings provided for under the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 
(National Minimum Wage Hourly Rate of Pay) Order 2000 (SI No.95/2000).*

In determining an employee’s average hourly rate, certain reckonable components can be 
taken into account. Thus, if an employer provides an employee with full board and lodgings 
or lodgings only or full board only, a monetary allowance can be included as reckonable pay.  
As these rates were set in 2000 and have not been altered since that date, the Commission was 
requested to examine and advise on the appropriate inflator that should be applied to the rates 
set in 2000 and recommend new rates taking into account the time that has passed since the 
rates were first set. 

*Rates for Board and Lodgings

Under the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 (National Minimum Hourly Rate of Pay) 
Order 2000 (SI No. 95/2000) certain reckonable components may be taken into account for all 
workers to determine an employee’s average hourly rate.  The Act provides for the following 
amounts:

€54.13 for board and lodgings per week, or €7.73 per day;
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€32.14 for board only per week, or €4.60 per day;

€21.85 for lodgings only per week, or €3.14 per day.

The inclusion of this provision in the national minimum wage legislation was recommended 
by the Inter-Departmental Group on Implementation of a National Minimum Wage that re-
ported in 1999.  It was the view of the Inter-Departmental Group at the time that the monetary 
value of the allowances for the purpose of the national minimum wage would not be at market 
value and would be similar to the amount permitted in the Employment Regulation Orders that 
existed at the time. 

The Commission submitted its report on the allowances for board and lodgings provided 
for under the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 in May. Having considered its contents it is 
intended to bring the report to Government next week and it will be published thereafter.

13/07/2017WRC04500Foreign Direct Investment

13/07/2017WRC0460083. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the steps she has taken to attract foreign direct investment via Rosslare Europort; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [34396/17]

13/07/2017WRC0470084. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation her plans to improve the level of IDA engagement in the south eastern region which the 
region’s economic monitor has cited as a necessity for closing the regional economic gap; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [34405/17]

13/07/2017WRC0480085. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the IDA supported companies that have located in County Wexford; the number of jobs 
provided by these companies in each of the years 2007 to 2016 and to date in 2017 in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34415/17]

13/07/2017WRC04900Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): I propose to take Questions Nos. 83 to 85, inclusive, together.

IDA Ireland is committing to increasing foreign direct investment and related job creation in 
every region of Ireland, including in Wexford and the wider South East area. There are currently 
17 Agency clients based in County Wexford itself, employing a total of 2,620 people. Wex-
ford experienced positive IDA-client jobs growth in 2016, with a net increase of 6% over 
2015.  Companies currently located there include INDOS, United Chemical Technologies and 
CRI. The following table sets out further details of IDA client employment in Wexford from 
2007 to 2016. 

The IDA is targeting an increase of investment in Wexford and the South East of 30%-
40% by 2019. To achieve this the Agency will continue to seek out investment from overseas 
companies and to draw attention of potential investors to the region’s particular strengths. This 
includes the South East’s accessibility, ports and its existing cluster of medical technology 
firms. The IDA will also continue to work closely with its clients there to help strengthen and 
potentially grow their respective workforces. 

More broadly, progress is being made to grow employment in the region. Since 2012, the 
South East has had the fastest rate of jobs growth, in percentage terms, of any region in the 
country. I recognise, however, that more work remains to be done, particularly in reducing un-
employment further. That is why my Department, together with all its Agencies, will continue 
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its efforts to foster and support further enterprise and job creation in the South East and thereby 
boost its economic performance.   

IDA Supported Companies in Wexford 2007 to 2016

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
 No of 
Compa-
nies

13 13 14 14 15 15 15 16 17 17

Total 
Jobs

2,214 2,271 2,154 2,385 2,386 2,350 2,413 2,503 2,486 2,630

Gross 
Gains

126 10 285 111 100 149 196 101 171

Losses -69 -127 -54 -110 -136 -86 -106 -118 -27
 Net 
Change

57 -117 231 1 -36 63 90 -17 144

13/07/2017WRC05200Fire Safety Regulations

13/07/2017WRC0530086. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation if her attention has been drawn to the concerns regarding Ireland’s furniture fire safety 
regulations; the actions which her Department has taken in this regard since concerns were 
raised two years ago; the arrangements for monitoring compliance with these regulations; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [34670/17]

13/07/2017WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): My Department is fully aware of the issues that surround the existing Irish furniture fire 
safety regulations and is also conscious of the need to ensure that if replacement regulations 
are to be introduced, they must be effective and evidence-based, bearing in mind the tension 
between short term (in relation to flame retardant chemicals providing time to escape a fire and 
the impact on fire crews’ operations) and possible long term health considerations.

In the area of furniture fire safety, there are no harmonised EU standards. The Irish standards 
and regulations were introduced to protect consumers by preventing the rapid spread of a fire 
started on or near furniture. These mirrored regulations and standards  introduced in the UK, 
which is particularly relevant given the cross-border trade in furniture on the island of Ireland 
and the presence of furniture manufacturers along the border area. The introduction of these 
regulations was fully supported by the emergency services.

The UK has undertaken two consultations (in 2014 and 2016) on the suitability of the UK 
regulations but has yet to amend its regulations. The inquiry into the recent Grenfell Towers 
disaster, and the role of flame retardants, may influence the UK approach on this issue. In view 
of the similarity of the regulations in both jurisdictions, my Department has liaised very closely 
with the relevant department in the UK and continues to monitor the situation to keep abreast 
of developments in that jurisdiction. My Department also liaises, both formally and informally, 
with other stakeholders in Ireland on the issue.

Having similar regulations in place on both sides of the border gives consumers clarity and 
certainty that uniform safety standards apply, while manufacturers have certainty that their 
products can be sold in both jurisdictions without going to the added expense of manufacturing 
furniture according to different standards and legislation. Any change in existing regulations, or 
replacement thereof, will have to provide a robust level of safety when it comes to furniture go-
ing on fire. Thus, if and when the UK introduces new regulations, it will be determined whether 
they could influence the revision of the Irish Regulations.
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More generally, in relation to product safety, the obligation to comply with the Regulations 
and the standard lies with the manufacturer. A furniture manufacturer must only place safe 
products on the market and compliance with the Irish standard is deemed to comply with that 
requirement. When it comes to investigating compliance with the Irish furniture fire Regula-
tions, I understand that the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) takes 
a risk-based analysis approach. Section 9 (5) of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 
2014 provides that the CCPC is independent in the performance of its functions. I, as Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, have no direct function in such matters.

Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 77.

13/07/2017WRC05600Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement

13/07/2017WRC0570088. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation the status of the report she received from the ODCE in relation to the collapse of the 
trial of a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay in publishing this report; if she will 
undertake to publish it without further delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34698/17]

13/07/2017WRC05800Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): As outlined in my response to the Deputy on a similar question on 29 June, I received 
the report under section 955(1)(a) of the Companies Act 2014 from the Director of Corporate 
Enforcement on June 23rd. I have sought advice from the Attorney General on the report. 

Upon receipt of formal advice from the Attorney General, I will be in a better position to 
determine next steps.

It is important that any actions we take are done with full knowledge and in line with fair 
procedures, due process and natural justice.

Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 77.

13/07/2017WRD00300Horizon 2020 Strategy Funding

13/07/2017WRD0040090. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the number of SMEs that have been recipients of Horizon 2020 funding in each of the 
years since the programme became operational and to date in 2017, by county, in tabular form. 
[34709/17]

13/07/2017WRD00500Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The following tables provide the requested data by country for each of the years 2014, 
2015, 2016 and 2017.

Table 1: 2014
CARLOW 1
CORK 3
DUBLIN 21
GALWAY 3
KERRY 4
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Table 1: 2014
KILDARE 1
LIMERICK 1
WATERFORD 2
WESTMEATH 1

Table 1: 2015
CARLOW 2
CORK 11
DUBLIN 42
GALWAY 10
KERRY 2
LIMERICK 5
LOUTH 6
KILDARE 1
MAYO 1
TIPPERARY 1
WICKLOW 4

Table 1: 2016
CORK 7
DUBLIN 50
GALWAY 4
KERRY 3
KILDARE 1
LIMERICK 5
LONGFORD 1
LOUTH 1
MAYO 1
MEATH 1
SLIGO 1
WATERFORD 1
WESTMEATH 1
WICKLOW 3

Table 1: 2017
CORK 1
DUBLIN 14
GALWAY 2
KERRY 2
LIMERICK 1
MONAGHAN 1
WICKLOW 2

13/07/2017WRD00600IDA Data

13/07/2017WRD0070091. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of vacant IDA properties in each county from the latest data available in tabular 
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form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34710/17]

13/07/2017WRD0080092. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of vacant IDA site visits in each county in quarter 2 of 2017, in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34711/17]

13/07/2017WRD00900Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): I propose to take Questions Nos. 91 and 92 together.

Table 1 sets out details on IDA properties that are currently available to prospective inves-
tors. It is important to remember that the availability of such properties is a key factor in helping 
the Agency to attract and secure new investment from overseas companies.  

IDA Ireland maintains statistics of site visits by potential investors on a quarterly basis only. 
Information on visits for the second quarter of 2017 is, however, not yet available. The most up 
to date figures currently available are for Q1 of 2017. These are set out in Table 2.

Table 1 - Currently available IDA properties

County Town Property Location
County Roscommon Roscommon Roscommon B and T Park
County Longford Longford Aghafad
County Longford Longford Longford Industrial Estate
County Westmeath Mullingar Clonmore Ind. Est.
County Offaly Tullamore Tullamore Industrial Estate
County Offaly Tullamore Tullamore B and T Park
County Offaly Clara Clara
County Mayo Ballina Ballina Business Park
County Mayo Bangor Erris Bango Erris Industrial Park
County Mayo Castlebar Castlebar B and T Park
County Mayo Foxford Foxford Business Park
County Galway Galway City Dangan B and T Park
County Galway Tuam Tuam Business Park
County Galway Roundstone Roundstone
County Galway Mountbellew/Ballygar Mountbellew Business Park
County Galway Gort Gort Business Park
County Galway Glenamaddy Glenamaddy Business Park
County Galway Galway City Parkmore B and T Park (W 

and E)
County Galway Ballygar Ballygar Site
County Roscommon Castlerea Station Rd
County Westmeath Athlone Athlone B and T Park Gar-

rycastle
County Leitrim Carrick-On-Shannon Carrick-On-Shannon B and 

T Park
County Leitrim Carrick-On-Shannon Carrick-On-Shannon 
County Leitrim Drumshanbo Drumshanbo
County Leitrim Manorhamilton Manorhamilton
County Leitrim Manorhamilton Carrickleitrim
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County Town Property Location
County Leitrim Mohill Mohill
County Sligo Sligo Cleveragh Business Park
County Sligo Easkey Easkey Business Park
County Sligo Sligo Finisklin B  and  T Park
County Sligo Tubbercurry Tubbercurry Business Park
County Cork Youghal Springfield Estate
County Cork Youghal Foxhole
County Cork Skibbereen Poundlick Estate
County Cork Kanturk Mallow B and T Park
County Cork Kinsale Rathhallikeen
County Cork Kanturk Pulleen
County Cork Fermoy Rathealy
County Cork Cork City Cork City Kilbarry B and T 

Park
County Cork Carrigtohill Carrigtohill B and T Park
County Cork Charleville Rathgoggan Estate
County Cork Bantry Drombrow
County Cork Bandon Laragh Estate
County Kerry Killorglin Farrantoreen
County Kerry Dingle Dingle
County Louth Greenore Greenore
County Louth Dundalk Dundalk Finnabair  B and 

T   Park
County Monaghan Monaghan Monaghan Business Park
County Kilkenny Kilkenny Purcellsinch Ind. Park
County Tipperary Tipperary Knockanrawley
County Wexford Wexford Wexford B and T Park
County Wexford Wexford Wexford Whitemills
County Wexford Enniscorthy Moyne Upper
County Waterford Waterford Waterford Industrial Estate
County Wicklow Arklow Arklow Kilbride
County Kildare Newbridge Newbridge Business Park
County Kildare Naas/Kill Naas Ind Estate
County Kildare Athy Woodstock
County Dublin Dublin 24 Dublin 24 - Whitestown Ind 

Est
County Dublin Dublin 11 Dubl 11 - Poppintree Ind. 

Est.
County Dublin Blanchardstown Cruiserath
County Dublin Blanchardstown Blanchardstown B and T 

Park
County Carlow Bagenalstown Bagenalstown
County Cork Cork City Ringaskiddy
County Donegal Ballyshannon Ballyshannon
County Donegal Donegal/Tully/Clar/B Lurganboy
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County Town Property Location
County Donegal Letterkenny Knocknamona
County Donegal Letterkenny/Manorcun Letterkenny B and T Park
County Donegal Letterkenny/Manorcun Letterkenny Lisnenan 2
County Kerry Killarney Killarney B and T Park
County Cork Cork City Cork B and T Park
County Dublin Dublin 12 Dubl 12 - Ballymount Ind. 

Est.
County Wicklow Greystones Greystones B and T Park
County Cork Cork City Ringaskiddy Estate
County Mayo Ballina Ballina
County Cork Cork City Rossa Ave
County Cork Millstreet Millstreet IDA Estate
County Dublin Swords Swords Bus. Park, Green-

fields
County Meath Navan Boyerstown Bro Navan B and T Park
County Laois Portlaoise Portlaoise B and T Park
County Cavan Cavan Cavan B and T Park
County Dublin Dublin 5 Belcamp - B and T Park
County Westmeath Athlone Garrankesh Estate
County Kilkenny Kilkenny/Bennetsbrid Kilkenny B and T Park
County Wicklow Arklow Arklow B and T Park
County Waterford Waterford Waterford B and T Park
County Donegal Letterkenny/Manorcun Letterkenny B  and  T Park
County Galway Ballinasloe Ballinasloe B and T Park
County Louth Dundalk/Ravensdale Dundalk Mullagharlin East
County Kilkenny Belview Belview
County Louth Dundalk Dundalk Mullagharlin
County Galway Tuam Tuam Science and Technol-

ogy Park
County Louth Drogheda Drogheda B and T Park
County Waterford Dungarvan Dungarvan B  and  T Park
County Cork Fermoy Fermoy B and T Park
County Westmeath Mullingar Mullingar B and T Park
County Sligo Sligo Sligo - Oakfield Site
County Tipperary Clonmel Clonmel Bus Park
County Galway Galway City Oranmore Science  and  

Tech Park 
County Galway Athenry Athenry
County Cork Carrigtohill East Cork Carrigtohill East
County Limerick Limerick The National Technology 

Park 
County Limerick Limerick Raheen Business Park
County Kerry Tralee Acq c.1.0Ha Tralee
Table 2 - Site Visits by County for Quarter 1 2017
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County   Q1 2017   
Carlow 3
Cavan 0
Clare 10
Cork 9

Donegal 1
Dublin 82
Galway 23
Kerry 1

Kildare 2
Kilkenny 2

Laois 0
Leitrim 1

Limerick 10
Longford 0

Louth 5
Mayo 0
Meath 0

Monaghan 1
Offaly 1

Roscommon 1
Sligo 2

Tipperary 5
Waterford 3
Westmeath 9
Wexford 1
Wicklow 1

 Total 173

13/07/2017WRD01100Enterprise Ireland

13/07/2017WRD0120093. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of jobs supported by Enterprise Ireland on 31 December 2016 and on 30 June 
2017, by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34717/17]

13/07/2017WRD0130094. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of jobs supported by Enterprise Ireland on 31 December 2015, 31 December 
2016 and on 30 June 2017 respectively by each local authority in the Dublin region; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34718/17]

13/07/2017WRD01400Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): I propose to take Questions Nos. 93 and 94 together.

Enterprise Ireland (EI) client companies are a critical source of existing employment and 
job creation in every county in Ireland and are spread across a wide range of sectors.  In 2016, 
companies supported by EI created 19,244 new jobs or a net increase of 9,117 when job losses 
are taken into account.  Every region benefitted from these results, with 65% of the new jobs 
created outside of Dublin.  There are now over 201,000 people employed by EI supported com-
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panies across the country.

Companies supported by EI now, directly and indirectly account for more than 375,000 jobs 
in the Irish economy.  

EI’s new Strategy 2017 – 2020 will support more Irish companies to achieve greater scale, 
to be more competitive and expand into new export markets. The objective of the ‘Global 
Ambition’ strategy is to support enterprises across the economy, to grow into strong Irish in-
ternational companies, developing world-leading products and services and exporting them all 
around the world. 

There is a vast range of programmes and supports offered to companies across the country 
to drive this strategy. These include management capability, leadership and marketing/sales 
skills as well as promoting innovation and R&D.  

Employment data for Enterprise Ireland is collected annually as part of my Department’s 
Annual Employment Survey which measures the number of jobs in Agency assisted client 
companies on 31 October in any given year.  As a result, it is not possible to provide specific 
employment figures to date in 2017, as requested.

 Table 1   below identifies the number of jobs (Permanent Full time and other jobs) by 
county supported by Enterprise Ireland on 31 December 2016.

 Table 2   below identifies the number of jobs supported by Enterprise Ireland for 2015 and 
2016 in each local authority in the Dublin region.

 

Table 1 -   The number of jobs (Permanent Full time and other jobs) by county supported by 
Enterprise Ireland on 31 December 2016.

County 2016
 PFT Jobs Other Jobs Total ( PFT & other) 
Carlow 2,767 206 2,973
Cavan 4,462 759 5,221
Clare 3,011 433 3,444
Cork 22,654 2,282 24,936
Donegal 2,883 698 3,581
Dublin 58,063 12,302 70,365
Galway 6,110 1,184 7,294
Kerry 3,977 700 4,677
Kildare 7,937 695 8,632
Kilkenny 3,755 412 4,167
Laois 1,213 172 1,385
Leitrim 869 53 922
Limerick 7,152 802 7,954
Longford 2,474 412 2,886
Louth 5,262 557 5,819
Mayo 3,479 377 3,856
Meath 6,225 782 7,007
Monaghan 4,729 439 5,168
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County 2016
 PFT Jobs Other Jobs Total ( PFT & other) 
Offaly 3,577 364 3,941
Roscommon 1,565 123 1,688
Sligo 1,345 201 1,546
Tipperary North 
Riding

2,325 254 2,579

Tipperary South 
Riding

2,255 518 2,773

Waterford 4,914 807 5,721
Westmeath 3,235 418 3,653
Wexford 4,284 532 4,816
Wicklow 3,346 758 4,104
Total 173,868 27,240 201,108
“Other jobs” refer to employees who are part-time, temporary, short-term contract and agen-

cy workers employed on a part-time or short-term basis or employed on contracts of less than 
nine months and exclude those based permanently in overseas Offices.

 Table 2 -   The number of jobs supported by Enterprise Ireland for 2015 and 2016 in each 
local authority in the Dublin region.

County 2015 2016
Dublin City 35,303 36,685
Dublin Fingal   8,547   8,855
Dublin South County 12,932 14,201
Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown 10,084 10,624
Dublin Total 66,866 70,365
Source: Annual Employment Survey Results 2015 and 2016. 

13/07/2017WRD01600IDA Data

13/07/2017WRD0170095. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of jobs supported by IDA Ireland on 31 December 2016 and on 30 June 2017, 
respectively by county; the agency’s strategy to ensure there is an equitable distribution of visits 
among counties; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34719/17]

13/07/2017WRD0180096. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of jobs supported by IDA Ireland on 31 December 2015, on 31 December 2016 
and on 30 June 2017 respectively, by local authority in the Dublin region; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [34720/17]

13/07/2017WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): I propose to take Questions Nos. 95 and 96 together.

IDA Ireland maintains statistics on Agency-supported jobs on a county-by-county basis 
only. Information on the breakdown of such employment within individual local authorities is 
not available. In 2015, a total of 76,492 people were employed in Dublin by client companies 
of the Agency. This figure increased to 82,622 in 2016. Figures for the County for 2017 will 
be available early next year.
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The following below outlines IDA Ireland supported jobs by county for 2016. These figures 
are compiled on an annual basis as part as the National Employment Survey which is produced 
later in the year. Figures for 2017 are not yet available. 

IDA Ireland remains committed to increasing regional development. That is why the Agen-
cy has targeted a minimum increase in investment of 30% to 40% in each region outside of 
Dublin by the conclusion of its current strategy in 2019. Progress is being made towards that 
goal – in 2016 over half of all IDA Ireland supported jobs created were based outside of Dublin. 

Site visits do represent an important tool in attracting investment and the IDA does its ut-
most to ensure that investors consider all potential locations. Determining which particular sites 
may be attractive to a client depends very much on the particular requirements of the company 
concerned. Factors that are habitually important to overseas investors include the suitability of 
local infrastructure, the proximity of transport hubs and the availability of skilled talent. It is 
often the case as well that multinational companies seek to base themselves as close as possible 
to businesses operating in the same industry. 

The IDA always encourages clients to locate in areas that are most in need of investment. 
I am determined that this approach will continue so that the benefits of FDI are increasingly 
felt all across Ireland. We have to remember, however, that the ultimate decision as to where to 
invest is always taken by the company itself.  

Total number of IDA Jobs by County in 2016

County   Total IDA-supported jobs   
Dublin 82,622
Kildare 10,139
Meath 1,496
Wicklow 2,043
Laois 115
Longford 665
Offaly 929
Westmeath 2,571
Clare 6,662
Limerick 10,153
Cavan 1,203
Louth 3,574
Monaghan 137
Donegal 3,039
Leitrim 413
Sligo 2,290
Carlow 802
Kilkenny 762
Tipperary South 3,040
Tipperary North 328
Waterford 6,135
Wexford 2,630
Cork 33,976
Kerry 2,083
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County   Total IDA-supported jobs   
Galway 16,851
Mayo 4,234
Roscommon 985
Country Total 199,877

13/07/2017WRD02100IDA Site Visits

13/07/2017WRD0220097. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the number of the IDA’s sponsored visits to Dublin, which also visited Cork; and the 
number of the IDA’s sponsored visits to Cork, which also visited Dublin, since 2012 (details 
supplied). [34721/17]

13/07/2017WRD02300Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): Information on the number of site visits to Dublin and Cork since 2012 is set out in the 
following table.

While the IDA maintains information on the number of visits to individual counties, it does 
not - for reasons of client confidentiality and commercial sensitivity - release details of specif-
ic itineraries of potential investors. Information on how many different specific locations formed 
part of single visits is therefore not available.  

More broadly, the IDA remains committed to its strategic target of increasing foreign direct 
investment in every region of Ireland by 30% to 40% by 2019. Progress is being made towards 
that goal and in 2016 over half of the jobs created by the IDA supported companies were outside 
Dublin. Projects announced by IDA client companies in 2017 also reflect a continuing trend 
of increased investment in regional Ireland by overseas firms.

The IDA, in its engagement with prospective new or expanding investors, always promotes 
the benefits of regional Ireland. This includes detailing the strengths and advantages that Ire-
land’s regions may enjoy over the country’s main urban areas. Available properties in the re-
gions that may be suitable for investors are also regularly brought to the attention of overseas 
companies considering expanding or locating here. 

Site Visits to Dublin and Cork, 2012-2017

 Year  Dublin  Cork
2012 196 38
2013 180 31
2014 205 30
2015 242 48
2016 284 49
Q1 2017 82 9

13/07/2017WRD02400Local Enterprise Offices Data

13/07/2017WRD0250098. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of jobs supported by each LEO, local enterprise office, on 31 December 2016 
and on 30 June 2017, respectively by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34722/17]



Questions - Written Answers

246

13/07/2017WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The numbers of jobs supported by each of the 31 Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) in 2016 
are set down in the following table.

The results of the Annual Employment Survey of LEO clients for 2016 show that all 31 
LEOs reported jobs gains in their areas in 2016. A total of 7,883 new full- and part-time jobs 
were created, an uplift of over 10.4% on 2015. Taking into account job losses, there was a net 
increase of 3,679 full and part-time jobs in 2016, an uplift of 4% compared to 2015.

The LEOs approved 896 start-up and job creation projects in 2016 and delivered training 
to more than 27,600 micro and small business people. The LEOs also provided mentoring to 
almost 7,500 people. The LEOs also approved 1,161 Trading Online Vouchers, and secured ap-
proval for 208 Micro-Finance Loans in 2016. Furthermore, there was a record number of entries 
(1,842) to Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur competition in 2016.

The Annual Employment Survey of LEO Clients is undertaken by Enterprise Ireland to-
wards the end of each year. Therefore, the numbers of jobs supported by the LEOs on 30th   
June, 2017 are not yet available.

Number of Jobs supported by LEOs in 2016

LEO 2016 
Carlow 1,092 
Cavan 1,162 
Clare 1,110 
Cork City   633 
Cork North & West   977 
Cork South   1,393 
Donegal 1,358 
Dublin City   1,670 
Dublin DLR   1,308 
Dublin Fingal   831 
South Dublin   1,230 
Galway 962 
Kerry 1,962 
Kildare 881 
Kilkenny 1,500 
Laois 485 
Leitrim 422 
Limerick 1,856 
Longford 1,061 
Louth 780 
Mayo 1,239 
Meath 927 
Monaghan 903 
Offaly 921 
Roscommon 704 
Sligo 1,095 
Tipperary 1,437 



13 July 2017

247

LEO 2016 
Waterford 1,469 
Westmeath 1,375 
Wexford 1,192 
Wicklow 699 
Grand Total 34,634 

13/07/2017WRD02700Credit Guarantee Scheme Data

13/07/2017WRD0280099. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the value of drawdowns issued under the credit guarantee scheme on 31 December 2015, 
on 31 December 2016 and on 30 June 2017, respectively; the value of approvals on the same 
dates; the details of each drawdown and approval by county; the reasons for the delay in the 
legislation to review the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34723/17]

13/07/2017WRD02900Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The Credit Guarantee Schemes (the original made in 2012, and another in 2015) were op-
erated on behalf of me as Minister for Enterprise and Innovation by a private sector firm for the 
first 4 years of its existence. On 17 October 2016, in accordance with a Government Decision, 
the role of Operator was transferred to the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI).

SBCI has advised that, as of 30th   June, 2017, under the Schemes, 471 loans to the value of 
€74,955,594 had been sanctioned by participating lenders under the scheme. It is estimated that 
these loans have created or sustained a total of 3,053 jobs in the Irish economy.

It is important to note that once the benefit of a credit guarantee is sanctioned and offered 
to a borrower under the Schemes, not all borrowers proceed to actually draw down the finance 
available.  A significant number of cases are listed as ‘Pending’ by the participating lenders (the 
main banks to date), and the SBCI has indicated that it does not hold complete information on 
all such cases and, as a result, it is not possible to quantify accurately the drawdowns of loans 
considered under the scheme.

A breakdown of sanctioned loans over the past two and a half years is provided at A. below, 
and a breakdown by County is located at B. below. 

Since the inception of Credit Guarantee Schemes in Quarter 4 of 2012, Quarterly Reports 
providing full details of the latest Scheme performance have always been published on my 
Department’s website. I will shortly be receiving the performance Report for Quarter 2 of 2017 
Report from SBCI and it will then be uploaded onto my Department’s website.

The new Credit Guarantee Scheme 2017, launched earlier this year by my colleague, Min-
ister of State, Pat Breen. T.D., will be available shortly to our SMEs, once discussions currently 
underway between the SBCI and the three main banks have concluded.  It is also   possible that 
other financial providers may join the scheme in time. I am confident that we will see a signifi-
cant uptake in demand, given that the new Scheme will:

- permit me as Minister to take a higher level of risk on finance provided to SMEs;

- enable new financial providers to take part, and;

- allow for the provision of finance to SMEs via products other than bank loans, namely 
agreements on credit facilities, asset credit facilities and invoice financing facilities.
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A. Below data is based on total Sanctioned CGS facilities:

Date Facilities Value as at date
31/12/2015 €42,602,894
31/12/2016 €64,669,894
30/06/2017 €74,955,594

B. Below data is based on current Live, Expired or Repaid CGS facilities:

County Facilities Value as at 30/06/2017
Carlow  €1,770,000 
Clare  €948,250 
Cork  €4,336,000 
Donegal  €197,000 
Dublin  €28,456,200 
Galway  €2,241,500 
Kerry  €2,160,000 
Kildare  €3,937,000 
Kilkenny  €295,000 
Laois  €1,916,950 
Leitrim  €1,000,000 
Limerick    €5,835,594 
Louth  €1,460,000 
Mayo  €953,100 
Meath  €1,275,000
Monaghan  €250,000
Offaly  €790,000
Roscommon  €80,000
Sligo  €57,000
Tipperary  €1,071,000
Waterford  €750,000
Westmeath  €1,402,000
Wexford  €1,266,000 
Wicklow  €1,386,000

13/07/2017WRD03000Microfinance Loan Fund Scheme Data

13/07/2017WRD03100100. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the value of drawdowns issued under the microfinance scheme on 31 December 2015, 
on 31 December 2016 and on 30 June 2017, respectively; the value of approvals on the same 
dates by county of each drawdown and approval; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34724/17]

13/07/2017WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): Microfinance Ireland (MFI) provides small loans through the Government’s Microen-
terprise Loan Fund to help start ups and established businesses to start up a small business or 
expand an  existing small business.
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MFI provides me with Quarterly Reports of progress, and these Reports are published on the 
websites of both MFI and my Department.  The Report for Quarter 2 of 2017 will be received 
shortly, and will then be published on the relevant websites.

The latest available figures (up to end Q 1 of 2017) sought by the Deputy are detailed in the 
following tables.

Microfinance Ireland is working within its new Strategy ‘The Way Forward’ 2017-2021.  At 
the centre of this strategy is the strategic vision which provides for the need for Microfinance 
Ireland to create a value proposition by being the best in class micro-lender, creating and sup-
porting jobs and fulfilling the borrowing requirements of microenterprises across Ireland.  The 
strategic vision also aims to exceed the strategic objective of the fund of supporting the creation 
of 7,700 jobs in Ireland.

This new strategy is already bearing fruit as Microfinance Ireland was recently awarded a 
certification of compliance with the European Code of Good Conduct for Microcredit Provi-
sion.  This certification confirms Microfinance Ireland’s position as a best in class micro credit 
provider in Europe, being one of the first four institutions in Europe to qualify and the only 
organisation in Ireland to receive this award. 

The Board of Microfinance Ireland continues to monitor the risk appetite of the organisa-
tion in relation to the level of loan defaults. My Department is represented on that Board and, 
overall,  I am satisfied with the level of engagement and performance of the Fund to date.

Table 1- Geographic Spread for Value of Drawdowns

County 2015 Value (000’s) 2016 Value (000’s) Q1 2017 Value 
(000’s)

Dublin 880 941 257
Cork 485 357 127
Galway 188 269 29
Wexford 161 235 79
Meath 220 137 55
Tipperary 184 236 53
Kildare 310 101 39
Limerick 179 233 105
Mayo 208 111 25
Cavan 176 77 0
Wicklow 157 111 0
Waterford 146 77 40
Clare 240 175 27
Sligo 190 155 0
Kerry 120 100 82
Westmeath 104 154 10
Roscommon 129 56 46
Louth 126 99 0
Donegal 95 72 44
Laois 67 56 9
Longford 55 233 25
Carlow 113 10 26
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County 2015 Value (000’s) 2016 Value (000’s) Q1 2017 Value 
(000’s)

Leitrim 111 85 35
Offaly 11 92 4
Kilkenny 70 74 37
Monaghan 27 40 5
Total 4,752 4,286 1,158

Table 2-Activity Levels of Microfinance Ireland

End   
March 
2017

Q1   
2017

2016   
12 mths

2015   
12 mths

2014   
12 mths

2013   
12 mths

2012   
3   mths

Fund   
to End 
Dec 
2014

Fund   
to End 
Dec 
2015

Fund 
to End 
Dec 
2016

Applica-
tion   Nos

2,735 235 861 752 508 320 59 887 1,639 2,500

Applica-
tions   
€000

44,524 3,450 13,567 12,319 8,449 5,669 1,070 15,188 27,507 41,074

Approvals   
Nos

1,249 82 397 357 274 127 12 413 770 1,167

Approvals   
€000

18,183 1,095 5,392 5,378 4,158 2,000 160 6,318 11,696 17,088

Draw-
down   
Nos

1,081 86 330 319 223 119 4 346 665 995

Draw-
downs   
€000

15,362 1,158 4,284 4,744 3,277 1,847 52 5,176 9,920 14,204

Jobs(Nos)   
Net

2,948 137 990 930 581 289 21 891 1,821 2,811

13/07/2017WRD03300Local Enterprise Offices Data

13/07/2017WRD03400101. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the value of drawdowns issued by each local enterprise office, LEO, on 31 December 2015, 
on 31 December 2016 and on 30 June 2017, respectively; the value of approvals on the same 
dates by county; if she will provide a LEO by LEO breakdown of each drawdown and approval; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34725/17]

13/07/2017WRD03500Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): Capital funding for the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) is provided by my Department 
via the Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Enterprise Ireland, who distribute the funding to indi-
vidual LEOs. The Capital allocations are for direct financial supports to the micro-enterprise 
sector (Measure 1 grants) and so-called “soft” supports for LEO clients, such as training and 
mentoring (Measure 2 supports). Measure 1 grants are given out to LEO client companies, 
in the form of priming, business expansion and feasibility grants. Since 2014, the LEOs also 
disburse direct Capital funding in the form of investments to successful applicants under the 
Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur (IBYE) competition. 

Details of the Capital allocations to the 31 LEOs in 2015, 2016 and 2017, along with details 
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of expenditure at end December 2015, end December 2016 and end June 2017 are set out in 
Tables 1, 2 and 3.

The total value of expenditure made by the LEOs to their clients over in this period may 
also include an element of refundable aid which is generated by the LEOs from repayments by 
clients of up to 30% of the value of the grants made. The Measure 2 expenditure may include 
an element of own resource income generated by the LEOs from their training courses and 
mentoring services, etc. These additional elements are included in the expenditure amounts in 
the tables.

The expenditure figures for 2017 only reflect Measure 1 expenditure to 30 June. Measure 2 
expenditure figures are currently being collated.

Table 1: LEO Capital Allocations 2017 and Expenditure to end June 2017

LEO M1, M2 and IBYE Budget 
Allocation for 2017

Measure 1 Expenditure 
1/1/2017 to 30/6/2017   

Carlow 498,795 123,555 
Cavan 518,428 61,875 
Clare 568,758 299,941 
Cork City  574,708 100,503 
Cork North/West 963,204 112,033 
Cork South 663,164 47,427 
Donegal 615,212 188,353 
Dublin City  1,015,566 192,200 
Dublin South 733,592 216,714 
Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown 666,716 189,535 
Fingal 742,880 206,095 
Galway  709,847 136,319 
Kerry 598,683 102,092 
Kildare 670,999 231,813 
Kilkenny 545,735 119,558 
Laois 526,226 35,122 
Leitrim 474,676 41,213 
Limerick  974,815 214,310 
Longford 482,290 40,173 
Louth 574,785 49,676 
Mayo 582,969 45,309 
Meath 643,325 70,482 
Monaghan 505,001 146,445 
Offaly 522,132 122,476 
Roscommon 508,788 46,271 
Sligo  510,192 82,924 
Tipperary 936,070 127,659 
Waterford 888,539 137,759 
Westmeath 535,951 36,801 
Wexford 598,490 25,441 
Wicklow 589,314 83,341 
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LEO M1, M2 and IBYE Budget 
Allocation for 2017

Measure 1 Expenditure 
1/1/2017 to 30/6/2017   

TOTAL 19,939,849 3,633,415 

Table 2: LEO Capital Allocations and Expenditure 2016

LEO M1, M2 and IBYE Budget 
Allocation for 2016

M1 and M2 Expenditure 
incl. IBYE  1/1/2016 to   
31/12/2016

Carlow                                                           
477,688 

670,157

Cavan                                                           
485,427 

501,398

Clare                                                           
607,655 

671,267

Cork City                                                           
548,411 

717,331

Cork   North/West                                                           
908,524 

1,106,059

Cork South                                                           
816,217 

1,008,819

Donegal                                                           
639,441 

813,839

Dublin   City                                                        
1,130,998 

1,434,067

Dublin South                                                           
670,346 

927,481

Dun Laoghaire/   Rathdown                                                           
687,543 

1,044,312

Fingal                                                           
873,739 

685,675

Galway                                                           
557,946 

823,552

Kerry                                                           
521,006 

593,859

Kildare                                                           
662,913 

663,044

Kilkenny                                                           
523,167 

6,688,367

Laois                                                           
429,569 

500,311

Leitrim                                                           
398,271 

377,714

Limerick                                                        
1,072,419 

1,076,166

Longford                                                           
410,475 

432,242
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LEO M1, M2 and IBYE Budget 
Allocation for 2016

M1 and M2 Expenditure 
incl. IBYE  1/1/2016 to   
31/12/2016

Louth                                                           
569,414 

502,986

Mayo                                                           
620,308 

819,051

Meath                                                           
513,324 

500,355

Monaghan                                                           
469,796 

611,135

Offaly                                                           
435,274 

464,512

Roscommon                                                           
414,009 

363,147

Sligo                                                           
555,280 

785,290

Tipperary                                                        
1,055,844 

1,173,756

Waterford                                                           
747,900 

884,031

Westmeath                                                           
667,826 

745,218

Wexford                                                           
593,832 

650,792

Wicklow                                                           
522,541 

639,470

TOTAL 19,587,103 22,855,871

Table 3: LEO Capital Allocations and Expenditure 2015

LEO M1, M2 and IBYE Budget 
Allocation for 2015

M1 and M2 Expenditure 
incl. IBYE  1/1/2015 to 
31/12/2015

Carlow 446,851 505,942
Cavan 484,626 670,358
Clare 517,281 622,748
Cork City 479,245 541,801
Cork North/ West 808,429 959,038
Cork South 727,476 848,042
Donegal 519,964 627,260
Dublin City 953,182 1,109,899
Dublin South 620,997 786,346
Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown 584,490 919,981
Fingal 808,631 1,284,434
Galway 606,816 605,538
Kerry 574,575 563,912
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LEO M1, M2 and IBYE Budget 
Allocation for 2015

M1 and M2 Expenditure 
incl. IBYE  1/1/2015 to 
31/12/2015

Kildare 567,481 621,522
Kilkenny 456,419 568,399
Laois 441,977 442,540
Leitrim 387,080 527,519
Limerick 930,407 1,279,277
Longford 401,769 369,950
Louth 523,021 422,616
Mayo 560,526 679,578
Meath 542,359 500,647
Monaghan 422,629 455,790
Offaly 438,438 482,882
Roscommon 442,428 378,382
Sligo 437,258 473,636
Tipperary 878,760 1,257,932
Waterford 765,201 771,074
Westmeath 527,310 613,474
Wexford 504,793 714,008
Wicklow 636,241 743,141
Total 17,996,660 21,347,666

13/07/2017WRD03600Workplace Relations Services Data

13/07/2017WRD03700102. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of inspections carried out by the workplace relations bodies by county in each 
month since being established; the number of prosecutions undertaken in each county during 
that time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34726/17]

13/07/2017WRD03800Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is an independent, statutory body which 
was established on 1st October 2015 under the Workplace Relations Act 2015. 

The WRC assumes the roles and functions previously carried out by the National Employ-
ment Rights Authority (NERA), Equality Tribunal, Labour Relations Commission (LRC), 
Rights Commissioners Service (RCS), and the first-instance (Complaints and Referrals) func-
tions of the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT).

Inspectors of the WRC carry out inspections of employer records with a view to determin-
ing compliance with employment rights legislation. These inspections arise: 

- in response to  complaints received of alleged non-compliance with relevant employment      
rights legislation; 

- as part of compliance campaigns which focus on compliance in specific sectors or specific 
pieces of legislation, or 

- as routine inspections, which act as a control measure.
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The aim is to achieve voluntary compliance with employment law through the provision of 
education and awareness, inspection of employers employment records and enforcement where 
necessary.  While every effort is made to secure compliance, some employers either refuse or 
fail to rectify the breaches identified and/or pay money due to their employees.  These cases are 
referred for prosecution.

Details in relation to the number of inspections and prosecutions undertaken in each county 
during 2015, 2016 and to end June 2017 are provided in the following tables (a monthly break-
down of the figures for inspections undertaken is not available). 

Inspections:

2017 (to 30 June) 2016 2015 (Jan to Dec)

CARLOW 39 36 71
CAVAN 50 117 134
CLARE 53 129 242
CORK 117 332 287
DONEGAL 116 128 184
DUBLIN 819 1,067 977
GALWAY 190 408 410
KERRY 24 96 51
KILDARE 71 186 246
KILKENNY 31 92 91
LAOIS 16 63 85
LEITRIM 37 36 24
LIMERICK 181 426 347
LONGFORD 51 79 76
LOUTH 145 177 182
MAYO 65 147 154
MEATH 50 121 143
MONAGHAN 63 69 77
OFFALY 94 76 91
ROSCOMMON 21 61 72
SLIGO 40 47 58
TIPPERARY 108 177 241
WATERFORD 61 207 166
WESTMEATH 98 117 133
WEXFORD 55 181 299
WICKLOW 76 255 344

TOTAL 2,671 4,830 5,185
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Prosecutions:

2017 (to 30 June) 2016 2015 (Jan to Dec)

CARLOW 2 5 1
CAVAN 0 4 2
CLARE 2 1 3
CORK 5 2 7
DONEGAL 4 2 6
DUBLIN 8 7 13
GALWAY 0 2 5
KERRY 2 0 1
KILDARE 4 11 9
KILKENNY 2 2 5
LAOIS 0 6 2
LEITRIM 0 0 2
LIMERICK 5 2 4
LONGFORD 0 0 0
LOUTH 0 1 3
MAYO 3 0 0
MEATH 1 9 1
MONAGHAN 6 0 0
OFFALY 1 8 15
ROSCOMMON 0 1 0
SLIGO 0 0 2
TIPPERARY 4 6 5
WATERFORD 2 3 1
WESTMEATH 1 1 6
WEXFORD 4 5 6
WICKLOW 4 7 7

TOTAL 60 85 106

13/07/2017WRD03900Workplace Relations Services Staff

13/07/2017WRD04000103. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation the number of inspection staff attached to the workplace relations bodies since being 
established; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34727/17]

13/07/2017WRD04100Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) was established on 1st   October 2015 un-
der the Workplace Relations Act 2015, and has responsibility for information provision, work-
place advice, mediation, conciliation, adjudication, inspection and enforcement in relation to 
employment rights, equality and equal status matters and industrial relations.  Its staff forms 
part of the overall Departmental staffing complement.

The WRC assumes the roles and functions previously carried out by the National Employ-
ment Rights Authority (NERA), Equality Tribunal (ET), Labour Relations Commission (LRC), 
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Rights Commissioners Service (RCS), and the first-instance (Complaints and Referrals) func-
tions of the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT).

The Labour Inspectors of the WRC’s Inspection & Enforcement Service carry out inspec-
tions of employer records with a view to determining compliance with employment rights and 
employment permits legislation. These inspections arise: 

- In response to complaints received of alleged non-compliance with relevant employment 
rights legislation; 

- As part of compliance campaigns which focus on compliance in specific sectors or specific 
pieces of legislation, or 

- As routine inspections, which act as a control measure.

The aim is to achieve voluntary compliance with employment law through the provision 
of education and awareness, inspection of employers’ employment records and enforcement 
where necessary.  

Staffing resources are allocated across my Department in the context of the requirement to 
manage the pay bill and staff numbers in accordance with Government policy, utilising avail-
able resources in the most effective and efficient manner as appropriate to business needs and 
priorities. On a day-to-day basis the HR Unit of my Department works with individual Business 
Units and the Department’s Management Board team on the allocation of staff resources and 
this would include the WRC. As an “Office” of my Department, this allows the Secretary Gen-
eral and her HR team the freedom to reallocate resources from one Business Unit to another as 
priorities change, always mindful that the pay-budget limits do constrain our capacity to grow 
staffing levels as well as having regard to strategic priorities captured through the workforce 
planning process within the Department.

The staffing of Workplace Relations Commission Inspection & Enforcement Services as at 
year end 2015, (the first date for which distinct WRC statistics are available) and as at 7th   July, 
2017, is set out below in tabular format as requested by the Deputy, and includes staff with ad-
ditional responsibilities – performing managerial functions across the Inspection and Enforce-
ment Division and the Information & Customer Service Division.

Workplace Relations Com-
mission

End-2015 July 2017

Grade/Position FTE Posts* FTE Posts*
Principal Officer** 1 1
Solicitor** 0.6 0.6
Assistant Principal Officer** 4 4
Administrative Officer 0 1
Higher Executive Officer 1 1
Executive Officer 0 1
Clerical Officer 7.8 5.8
Inspectors*** 55.8 55
TOTAL 70.2 69.4
* ‘FTE’: denotes number of full time equivalent staff with reference to reduced work pat-

terns

** The Principal Officer, Solicitor and Assistant Principal staff perform managerial func-
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tions across the Inspection and Enforcement Division and the Information & Customer Divi-
sion of the WRC

** Inspectors and Inspection Team Managers

13/07/2017WRD04200Innovation Vouchers Initiative

13/07/2017WRD04300104. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation the number of applications for innovation vouchers; the number issued; the number 
redeemed; the value of vouchers redeemed for each year of the programme; the criteria for ap-
proval for a voucher; if it is possible for a voucher to be extended; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34731/17]

13/07/2017WRD04400Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The Enterprise Ireland Innovation Voucher Initiative was introduced in 2007 in order to 
drive an on-going innovation culture shift within small enterprise by promoting and encourag-
ing knowledge transfer between Ireland’s public knowledge providers and the small business 
community and creating greater synergies between the two.  Under the initiative, vouchers 
worth €5,000 are allocated to small businesses whose proposals, to work with public knowl-
edge providers on specific innovation issues, meet certain criteria.

The Innovation Voucher Programme has been running successfully since its inception and it 
is planned to continue the programme as long as the demand justifies it and it continues to meet 
a need in the small business sector.

It is not possible to supply numbers of all applications for vouchers as only those that pass 
basic eligibility criteria are recorded on Enterprise Ireland’s database. Vouchers are awarded 
following a review of both the eligibility of the applicant and the knowledge question and ap-
proximately 80% of applications are successful. The main reasons for applications failing to be 
approved are; non-eligibility of the applicant, insufficient information, ineligible activity and 
low levels of innovation.

The number of innovation vouchers issued, redeemed and their value for each year since the 
programme commenced is set out in the following table. 

Year IVs issued IVs redeemed Value of IVs 
redeemed€m

2007 428 4 0.018
2008 588 206 1.0
2009 798 526 2.4
2010 855 524 2.6
2011 757 518 2.6
2012 767 525 2.5
2013 1008 527 2.5
2014 904 525 2.5
2015 949 530 2.6
2016 838 594 2.9
Applications are initially assessed by Enterprise Ireland against the following criteria:

- Whether the company is a limited company
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- That the company in question does not have a current “Active” Voucher 

- That the company has not received more than the maximum number of Vouchers permit-
ted.  The maximum number of vouchers per company is three, one of which must be a co-
funded voucher between Enterprise Ireland and the company.

- That the company has received less than 300k funding from Enterprise Ireland in the previ-
ous 5 years.

- De minimus rule – ensures that the company has received less than 200k in the previous 3 
years as per EU State Aid rules.

If the application satisfies the above eligibility criteria the application proceeds to an evalu-
ation. The evaluation of the application must demonstrate that the proposed activity requires an 
innovative solution which will have additional value and on-going benefits for the company. 
Each application is assessed against an agreed list of eligible and ineligible activities. The full 
list of eligible and ineligible activities is available on the Enterprise Ireland website at www.
innovationvouchers.ie

Innovation vouchers may be extended, on the application of the knowledge provider, if 
Enterprise Ireland is satisfied that the project is underway before the expiry date for the vouch-
er.  Under normal circumstances only one extension is permitted and the maximum extension 
granted is 6 months.

13/07/2017WRD04500Microenterprise Loan Fund Applications Data

13/07/2017WRD04600105. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of applications received by the microenterprise loan fund in each year since its 
establishment; the number of loans approved; the amount drawn down; the number of jobs sup-
ported by the fund, in tabular form; her plans for its future development; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34732/17]

13/07/2017WRD04700Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): Microfinance Ireland (MFI) provides small loans through the Government’s Microen-
terprise Loan Fund to help start ups and established businesses to start up a small business or 
expand an existing business. 

MFI provides me with Quarterly Reports of progress, and these Reports are published on the 
websites of both MFI and my Department.  The Report for Quarter 2 of 2017 will be received 
shortly and will then be published on those websites.

The latest available figures (up to end Q 1 2017) are detailed in the chart below.

During 2015, in line with the Microenterprise Loan Fund Act 2012, the performance of Mi-
crofinance Ireland was reviewed in detail by my officials, and the implementation of changes 
led to better performance, flexibility and advertising of its products. A key change was the re-
moval of a previous requirement for a micro-enterprise to have been refused a bank loan before 
recourse to this channel. 

Microfinance Ireland is guided by its new Strategy ‘The Way Forward’ 2017-2021.  At the 
centre of the new strategy is the strategic vision which provides for the need for Microfinance 
Ireland to create a value proposition by being the best in class micro-lender, creating and sup-
porting jobs and fulfilling the borrowing requirements of microenterprises across Ireland.  The 



Questions - Written Answers

260

strategic vision also aims to exceed the strategic objective of the fund of supporting the creation 
of 7,700 jobs in Ireland. 

The strategic vision will be delivered through Microfinance Ireland which will be:

- Strongly branded, recognisable and reputable

- Growing through a multi-partner/multi-channel relationship model

- Operationally effective

- With effective bad debt management for the target market.

This new strategy is already bearing fruit as Microfinance Ireland was recently awarded a 
certification of compliance with the European Code of Good Conduct for Microcredit Provi-
sion.  This certification confirms Microfinance Ireland’s position as a best in class micro credit 
provider in Europe, being one of the first four institutions in Europe to qualify and the only 
organisation in Ireland to receive this award.

The current Board of Microfinance Ireland continues to monitor the risk appetite of the or-
ganisation in relation to the level of loan defaults. My Department is represented on that Board 
and, overall, I am satisfied with the level of engagement and performance of the Fund to date.

Table 1-Activity Levels of Microfinance Ireland 

End   
March 
2017

Q1   
2017

2016   
12 mths

2015   
12 mths

2014   
12 mths

2013   
12 mths

2012   3   
mths

Fund   to 
End Dec 
2014

Fund   to 
End Dec 
2015

Fund to 
End Dec 
2016

Application   
Nos

2,735 235 861 752 508 320 59 887 1,639 2,500

Applica-
tions   €000

44,524 3,450 13,567 12,319 8,449 5,669 1,070 15,188 27,507 41,074

Approvals   
Nos

1,249 82 397 357 274 127 12 413 770 1,167

Approvals   
€000

18,183 1,095 5,392 5,378 4,158 2,000 160 6,318 11,696 17,088

Drawdown   
Nos

1,081 86 330 319 223 119 4 346 665 995

Drawdowns   
€000

15,362 1,158 4,284 4,744 3,277 1,847 52 5,176 9,920 14,204

Jobs(Nos)   
Net

2,948 137 990 930 581 289 21 891 1,821 2,811

13/07/2017WRD04800Enterprise Ireland Funding

13/07/2017WRD04900106. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the amount of funding Enterprise Ireland has provided from the high-potential start-up 
funding scheme for each of the years from 2010 to 2015; and for each of these years the number 
of companies which have received funding from this specific scheme; the cumulative number 
of jobs that have been created after this form of funding was provided to these companies; the 
cumulative amount of additional exports in euro that have been generated by these compa-
nies after they received this form of funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34733/17]

13/07/2017WRD05000Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): Enterprise Ireland offers a range of financial and non-financial supports to assist clients to 
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win business and sustain and create jobs through all stages of the business development cycle.  

Start-ups remain a key source of employment for the Irish economy and over time many 
start-ups will develop and grow and emerge as the medium and large sized companies of the 
future. Supporting Start-ups through feasibility finding, Competitive Start Funds, HPSU sup-
ports and the LEO network is critical to job creation now and in the future. 

As part of the Enterprise Ireland’s offering in the Start-Up space the agency looks to develop 
and target High Potential Start-Up (HPSUs).  HPSU companies are defined as start-up ventures 
that are: 

- Introducing a new or innovative product or service to international markets. 

- Involved in manufacturing or internationally traded services. 

- Capable of creating 10 jobs in Ireland and realising €1 million in sales within three to four 
years of starting up. 

- Led by an experienced management team. 

- Headquartered and controlled in Ireland. 

- Less than six years old.

Table 1 below outlines the number of HPSUs approved in the years 2010 to 2015 and the 
total amount paid to them in relation to all approvals from the year they became a HPSU. 

These companies have created 4,807 jobs (4,180 Full Time and 627 part time) between 2010 
and 2015.  

Year   
Achieved

No of   HPSUs 
approved/ No 
of companies 
that received 
funding

Jobs   Created 
PFT

Jobs   Created 
Other

Additional   Ex-
ports  €

Total   Payments from 
year approved as 
HPSU to 31/12/15  €

2010 80 542 17 32,020,000    24,439,930   
2011 93 1,426 307 74,954,000    28,058,257   
2012 97 507 47 33,759,000    22,205,995   
2013 104 583 56 47,851,000    21,915,252   
2014 102 636 64 38,466,000    20,180,123   
2015 105 486 136 14,769,000    8,291,590   
Grand   
Total

581 4,180 627 241,819,000 125,091,147   

 *Payments are in relation to all approvals from the full suite of Enterprise Ireland client 
offers     

Notes:                                                 

Jobs Created: Based on Job Numbers per Annual Employment Survey (AES) in the year 
preceding year achieved v AES for 2016

Exports: Based on exports per ABR year preceding year achieved v ABR 2016

Payments: Based on payments made for all grant types from year achieved to 31 December 
2015

Context for EI HPSU Support
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Enterprise Ireland, the Government agency responsible for developing Irish business glob-
ally, reported that over the period of its 2014-2016 Strategy ‘Driving Enterprise, Delivering 
Jobs’, 45,592 new full time jobs were created by client companies. This brings the total number 
of people employed by Enterprise Ireland supported companies to 201,108 – an all-time high 
for the Agency. 

A total of 19,244 new jobs (full and part-time) in Enterprise Ireland supported businesses 
were created in 2016. Almost two-thirds of these new jobs were outside Dublin, and all regions 
recorded increases in employment. Digital Technology, Construction and Fintech were the key 
performing sectors. This translates into a net increase of 9,117 jobs for 2016 (taking account of 
job losses). 

These full-time employment and total employment levels are the highest recorded in the his-
tory of the agency. Furthermore in March, Enterprise Ireland announced that its clients recorded 
export sales   of €21.6bn in 2016, representing a 6 per cent increase on 2015. High Potential 
Start-ups (HPSUs) are a key driver of job creation and export growth by Enterprise Ireland 
clients companies. 

Enterprise Ireland also published its strategy for the period 2017-2020 Strategy – Build 
Scale, Expand Reach on the occasion of the announcement of its job results. The strategy builds 
on the success of recent years and sets new, ambitious targets for jobs and export growth.

13/07/2017WRD05100Development Capital Scheme

13/07/2017WRD05200107. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the level of take up of the development capital scheme in each of the years since its estab-
lishment and to date in 2017; the number of jobs supported; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34734/17]

13/07/2017WRD05300Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The establishment of the Development Capital Scheme is a critical action under the Gov-
ernment’s Action Plan for Jobs and has the objective of increasing the availability of risk capital 
and closing the ‘equity gap’ experienced by SMEs seeking risk capital in the region of €2mil-
lion - €12million.

The Development Capital Scheme forms part of the suite of new finance measures put in 
place through the Action Plan for Jobs to increase the availability of funding for SMEs. A total 
of €75million in funding has been made available through my Department for the Development 
Capital Scheme with the aim of leveraging a minimum total of €150million in additional fund-
ing from the private sector. 

Through an open and competitive process, Enterprise Ireland has made total commitments 
of €75m available to three funds. Under the Scheme, commitments were made to 3 funds that 
will provide equity, quasi equity or debt of between €2m and €12m to established investee 
companies.

Each of the funds established under the Development Capital Scheme are aimed at provid-
ing funding for the mid-sized, mostly export-oriented businesses with clear growth and devel-
opment prospects.  The Funds target particularly manufacturing and technology companies in 
traditional sectors including engineering, food, life sciences, services and electronics. All of the 
funds were established in the later parts of 2013 and commenced investment in 2014.

State investment in these funds is on the same terms as the private sector. The investment 
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managers are responsible for making investment decisions within a clearly defined investment 
strategy over the life time of the fund. All three funds have invested in the Irish market and are 
continuing to look for new investment opportunities. 

The latest figures available on the Development Capital Scheme in terms of amount of 
investment and companies supported are at Table 1 (up to end Q1 2017) and employment num-
bers at Table 2 (up to end 2016) below.

Table 1 – Investment Data 

Year No.   Investments Amount No.   New Compa-
nies

2014 5 €35,851,401 4
2015 7 €75,354,418 5
2015 6 €65,602,907 6
2017 (Q1) 4 €24,455,054 4
Total 22 €201,263,780 19

Table 2 – Economic Profile of Companies

Type Direct IRL Employ-
ment (FTE)

Turnover Exports

Dev Cap 3,549 €327.8m €104.1m

13/07/2017WRD05400Seed Capital Scheme Applications

13/07/2017WRD05500108. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the level of take-up of the seed and venture capital scheme in each of the years since its 
establishment and to date in 2017; the number of jobs supported; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34735/17]

13/07/2017WRD05600Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): Successive Governments, through Enterprise Ireland, have invested in the domestic ven-
ture capital sector for over 20 years.  This investment has sought to increase the availability of 
risk capital for SMEs to support economic growth through the continued development of the 
Seed and Venture Capital industry in Ireland,  thereby achieving a more robust, commercially 
viable and sustainable sector.

As part of Budget 2013, the Government committed €175 million to the Seed and Venture 
Capital Scheme 2013-2018, with a target to leverage a further €525 million from the private 
sector making €700 million in additional capital available to high growth SMEs. Following 
the conclusion of an extensive and in-depth evaluation, the first call for expressions of interest 
under this Scheme concluded and commitments of €109.5m were made to a number of funds in 
the technology and life science sectors. The successful funds have closed, completed fundrais-
ing and commenced investing in companies. To date five funds have closed, Atlantic Bridge 
III LP, Fountain Healthcare Partners Fund II, The Bank of Ireland Kernel Capital Growth Fund 
(ROI) II, ACT V Venture Fund and Seroba Life Sciences Fund III. An allocation has also been 
made to a new European Angel Fund.

In June 2015, a second call was announced for expressions of interest focused on early 
stage with a strategy of investing in Irish start-ups. The specific objective is to ensure there is 
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sufficient seed capital in the Irish market to meet demand and to support company creation and 
commercialisation of research. The deadline for expressions of interest for this process was July 
31st   2015. Enterprise Ireland evaluated the expressions of interest received against the pub-
lished criteria and made total commitments of €65m to 7 fund managers. Four new funds have 
now been established, AIB Startup Accelerator II Fund, Frontline Venture Fund II, the Uni-
versity Bridge Fund and Suir Valley Ventures (est. 2017), all of which are active and currently 
seeking investment opportunities. All investment activity for 2016 is reported in Enterprise 
Ireland’s Annual Seed and Venture Capital Report 2016 which is available on the Enterprise 
Ireland website.

A third call for expressions of interest was launched in March 2017. The deadline for ex-
pressions of interest for this process was 31st   May 2017.  Assessment and evaluation is cur-
rently underway with a view to making commitments later in the year.

Since inception, the funds supported under the 2013-2018 Scheme have drawn down the 
following amounts from Enterprise Ireland;

2014 2015 2016 2017 (to   date)
€1.8m €5.2m €11.8m €9.9m
In addition, funds in receipt of investment under the Seed and Venture Capital Scheme 

2007-2012 are still actively investing. A third and final call for expressions of interest under the 
Seed and Venture Capital Scheme 2007-2012 was issued in July 2012. As a result of this call the 
€50 million Frontline Ventures Fund I, €20m SOSventures Fund and the €6m Hoxton Ventures 
Fund have been established. 

Since inception, the funds supported under the 2007-2012 Scheme have drawn down the 
following amounts from Enterprise Ireland;

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
(to   
date)

€3.3m €6.3m €7.5m €12.5m €13.4m €18.5m €24.9m €21.0m €16.3m €16.1m €13.3m €7.0m

Under these Schemes a minimum of double Enterprise Ireland’s commitment must be in-
vested in Irish companies over the lifetime of each fund. 

Funds under the Seed and Venture Capital Scheme 2013 - 2018 launched between 2014 and 
early 2017. The funds launched to date under this Scheme are open for investments and typi-
cally have terms of ten years to complete their investments.

By comparison, the funds launched under the Seed and Venture Capital Scheme 2007 – 
2012 are several years ahead of the 2013 – 2018 Scheme in completing their investment poli-
cies and developing and assisting the companies in which they have invested.

The following table outlines the economic profile of the companies in receipt of investment 
as of the year end 2016.

Type Direct IRL Employment 
(FTE)

Turnover Exports

2007-2012 SVC 2,730 €301.7m €256.5m
2013-2018 SVC 38 €7.5m €7.5m
Grand Total 2,768 €309.2m €264.0m

The annual Enterprise Ireland Seed & Venture Capital Report for 2016 was launched on 
13th   June 2017. The report highlights that under the 2007–2012 Programme, Enterprise Ire-
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land committed €175 million to continue to develop the seed and venture capital market in 
Ireland. Up to December 2016, fourteen new funds were launched with an Enterprise Ireland 
commitment of €174 million. The report also highlights that under the 2013–2018 Programme, 
Enterprise Ireland committed a further €175 million to continue to develop the seed and venture 
capital market in Ireland. Up to December 2016, eight new funds were launched with an Enter-
prise Ireland commitment of €113 million. It further noted that in 2016, venture capital funds in 
receipt of commitments under the Enterprise Ireland Seed and Venture Capital Schemes made 
137 investments in Irish based companies, with a total investment value of €67 million.

13/07/2017WRE00200Innovation Fund Ireland

13/07/2017WRE00300109. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the level of take-up of the Innovation Fund Ireland in each of the years since its establish-
ment and to date in 2017; the number of jobs supported; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34736/17]

13/07/2017WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): Innovation Fund Ireland is an Irish Government initiative designed to attract leading in-
ternational venture capital fund managers to Ireland to compliment the domestic venture capital 
sector.  Innovation Fund Ireland funding involved Enterprise Ireland and National Pension 
Reserve Fund (NPRF) investing together and separately. The NPRF has now been reconstituted 
as the Irish Strategic Investment Fund. The dual mandate of the ISIF – investment return and 
Irish economic impact – represents a new “double bottom line” approach to investing and will 
require all transactions to generate both risk adjusted commercial returns and economic impact 
in Ireland.

Enterprise Ireland and ISIF have committed up to €125m each to make commitments to 
international Venture Fund Managers.  These funds commit to establishing a presence in the 
Irish market and agree to invest, at a minimum, the equivalent of Enterprise Ireland’s contribu-
tion, over the lifetime of the fund in Irish companies or companies with significant operations in 
Ireland.  Enterprise Ireland issued two open competitive calls for proposals. In order to receive 
an investment through Innovation Fund Ireland, venture capital fund managers must meet, at a 
minimum, the following criteria to be considered for investment:

- An established global profile and network with a reputation for market leadership in ven-
ture capital investment.

- A proven track record of raising funds and generating superior returns for investors.

- A capacity to access high potential international investment opportunities with an invest-
ment team capable of attracting world-class entrepreneurs.

- An intention to establish a new and substantial presence in the venture capital market in 
Ireland and a willingness to invest a meaningful proportion of their venture capital fund in Irish 
companies or companies with significant Irish operations. 

Enterprise Ireland, alongside the ISIF/NPRF, have made commitments to four Venture Cap-
ital funds including Sofinnova, Highland Venture Capital Europe and Lightstone Ventures. Two 
of these funds have ceased investing in new opportunities (having met their commitments to 
invest in Ireland) while the remaining two funds are activity looking for opportunities.

Separately the NPRF/ISIF made a number of commitments to other funds including Po-
laris and DFJ Esprit. The ISIF report to the Department of Finance and not my Department. 
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Separately, the ISIF issued their economic impact report.   http://www.ntma.ie/business-areas/
ireland-strategic-investment-fund/   

The latest figures available on Innovation Fund Ireland in terms of amount of investment, 
companies supported are at Table 1 (up to Q1 2017) and employment numbers at Table 2 (up 
to end 2016).

Table1- The levels of investment in Irish companies to end Q1 2017

Year No. Investments 
(IRL)

Amount No. New Companies

2013 2 €7,447,620 2
2014 3 €32,169,146 2
2015 12 €13,637,101 4
2016 5 €7,829,155 1
Grand Total 22 €61,083,022 9

Table 2- The economic profile of the companies in receipt of investment as of year-end 2016

Type Direct IRL 
Employment(FTE)

Turnover Exports

IFI 141 €44.6m €29.5m
Grand Total 141 €44.6m €29.5m

13/07/2017WRE00500Health and Safety Authority Data

13/07/2017WRE00600110. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the amount of funding the Health and Safety Authority spent on all safety initiatives; the 
number of inspections it carried out in each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34737/17]

13/07/2017WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): The following sets out the number of inspections and investigations and spend on safety 
initiatives by the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) for the period 2011 - 2017

Year   Inspections  and Investigations   
2011 15,340
2012 13,835
2013 12,244
2014 10,719
2015 10,880
2016 10,460
2017   –  to  10 July 5,458 recorded year to date 10   July 2017

Year   Spend on Safety Initiatives   
2011 €1.567m
2012 €1.907m
2013 €1.595m
2014 €1.154m
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Year   Spend on Safety Initiatives   
2015 €1.776m
2016 €1.297   m
2017   to 10 July €400,000 estimated year to   date of €1.53m 

proposed
Health and Safety Authority Inspectors carry out inspections across all work sectors and 

work activities that come under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and the Chem-
icals Act 2008. Most inspections are targeted at the high risk sectors such as construction, 
agriculture, forestry, manufacturing, mines, quarries, transport of dangerous goods by road, or 
the chemical sectors. Other inspections can be part of a particular safety awareness campaign 
e.g. on manual handling, on slips, trips or falls or on compliance with the REACH Regulation.

The HSA produces a Programme of Work each year setting out its plan for all areas of its 
work, including inspection targets. The 2017 Programme of Work set a target of 11,100 inspec-
tions and investigations. To date (10 July 2017) the HSA has carried out 49% of its target num-
ber of inspections and investigations for the year.

13/07/2017WRE00800Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRE00900111. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation further to Parliamentary Question No. 173 of 20 June 2017, the number of former 
Members who applied for board positions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34846/17]

13/07/2017WRE01000Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): As previously advised, no former TDs have been appointed to any State Boards under my 
Department’s remit.

In relation to whether any former TD applied for a position on any of my Department’s 
State Boards, my Department has bee advised by the Public Appointment Service (PAS) that 
all applications submitted to PAS are confidential and used only for the purpose of assessing 
suitability against the specified criteria when State Board vacancies are advertised.  Therefore, 
the information requested by the Deputy is not available to my Department.  

Full statistics on the State Boards process and number of applications are published and 
available on the stateboards.ie website.

13/07/2017WRE01100NAMA Portfolio

13/07/2017WRE01200112. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the expected 
net profits arising from the wind-down of the NAMA; the expected date of completion; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34244/17]

13/07/2017WRE01300197. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the planned 
wind-up of NAMA; the portfolio that is remaining; the current estimate of the timeframe; the 
estimated financial outturn from the wind up of NAMA; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34288/17]

13/07/2017WRE01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 112 
and 197 together.
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I currently have no plans to wind down the Agency prior to, or beyond, its current expected 
time frame. It is too early to speculate whether NAMA will have made sufficient progress on 
its three primary business lines - ongoing deleveraging; Dublin Docklands SDZ programme; 
residential delivery funding programme - that could warrant consideration of a dissolution date 
other than 2020 as originally envisaged.

The Deputy will be aware that, in-mid 2014, my officials produced a report under Section 
227 of the NAMA Act, assessing the extent to which NAMA to end-2013 had made progress 
toward achieving its overall objectives and whether the continuation of NAMA was neces-
sary for the purposes of the Act.  I am required under the NAMA Act to conduct a further 
Section 227 review of NAMA no later than as of end-2018.  This review will assess the ex-
tent to which NAMA has made progress toward achieving its overall objectives and determine 
whether NAMA remains necessary having regard to the purposes of the Act.  Given NAMA’s 
progress to date and expectations of continued progress toward achieving its overall objectives, 
I anticipate that the next Section 227 report will also give consideration to the various strategic 
alternatives regarding NAMA’s orderly wind-down. 

Regarding the time frame currently envisaged, I would refer the Deputy to page 13 of the 
2016 NAMA Annual Report which states that “NAMA expects that its deleveraging work will 
be mostly completed by 2018 and its focus over the period from 2018 to 2020 will be on com-
pleting its Dublin Docklands SDZ and residential delivery funding programmes”. 

To date, NAMA has redeemed €29.7 billion of its senior debt, 98% of the €30.2bn originally 
issued. NAMA fully expects to redeem all of its remaining €500m senior debt by end-2017. 
NAMA also expects to redeem its subordinated debt of €1.6 billion in March 2020 and to return 
a surplus to the State once its work is completed. In this regard, the 2016 Annual Report states 
that NAMA’s continued strong performance since inception means that the NAMA Board ex-
pects to return a terminal surplus to the State – currently estimated at €3 billion - upon comple-
tion of its work, subject to favourable market conditions prevailing.  

Finally, the most recent details on NAMA’s remaining portfolio are available in the Agen-
cy’s 2016 Annual Report and Financial Statements, published on 1 June 2017.  This is avail-
able on the NAMA website via: https://www.nama.ie/about-us/publications/annual-reports/.

Page 46 of the report provides details on NAMA’s outstanding portfolio. NAMA’s carrying 
value of loans at end-2016 was €3.9 billion.  I expect NAMA’s Quarterly Report for Q1 2017, 
which will provide a further update on the portfolio, to be published in the coming weeks.

13/07/2017WRE01500National Pensions Reserve Fund Investments

13/07/2017WRE01600113. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the amount of lending undertaken 
by the NPRF, National Pensions Reserve Fund, SME credit fund to date; the number of projects 
involved; the number of jobs supported; the percentage of applications approved; the way in 
which the operation of the fund compares to the initial targets set for it; the future plans for the 
fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34728/17]

13/07/2017WRE01700114. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the amount of investment under-
taken by the NPRF SME equity fund to date; the number of projects involved; the number of 
jobs supported; the percentage of applications approved; the way in which the operation of the 
fund compares to the initial targets set for it; the future plans for the fund; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34729/17]

13/07/2017WRE01800115. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the amount of investment under-
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taken by the NPRF turnaround fund to date; the number of projects involved; the number of 
jobs supported; the percentage of applications approved; the way in which the operation of the 
fund compares to the initial targets set for it; the future plans for the fund; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34730/17]

13/07/2017WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 113 
to 115, inclusive, together.

The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) has advised me that the €450 million BlueBay 
SME Credit Fund has completed 27 loan transactions totalling approximately €369 million as 
at 31 March 2017. 

The €292 million Carlyle Cardinal Ireland (CCI) SME Equity Fund, has completed 7 trans-
actions as at 31 March 2017, with investments completed in Lily O’Briens, GSLS, Carroll Cui-
sine, Payzone, Learning Pool, AA Ireland and Abtran. The Fund has also recently announced an 
investment in Sam McCauley Chemists as its eighth transaction.

Better Capital Turnaround Fund 

ISIF has advised that it was agreed not to extend the investment period of the Better Capital 
Turnaround Fund following its expiry in December 2014. In the context of improving market 
conditions, financial institutions and business owners experienced a much reduced need for re-
structuring capital investment into distressed businesses as compared with initial expectations. 
The Fund had been set up with a lifespan of two years, with the intention of investing in dis-
tressed firms but positive changes in the economy meant it did not complete any investments.

In addition to the foregoing, ISIF has committed to a number of initiatives to improve the 
delivery of funding to the SME sector, details of which are included below:

(i) BMS Finance Ireland which is a €30 million fund providing debt finance to high-growth 
Irish SMEs for working capital, contract wins, capital expenditure, acquisitions and manage-
ment buyouts. BMS Finance Ireland is also backed by other investors. 

(ii) Causeway Capital Partners I LP is a €50 million Dublin based private equity invest-
ment fund targeting fast-growing small and medium businesses in Ireland and Britain. ISIF is 
a cornerstone investor of the fund along with the European Investment Fund (EIF). To date, 
the company has completed significant investments in BB’s Coffee and Muffins, Bizimply and 
Celtic Linen.

(iii) Milkflex Fund is a €100 million fund which provides loans between €25,000 to €300,000 
to dairy farmers in Ireland, who are suppliers to Glanbia Ingredients Ireland. 

(iv) ISIF invested €30 million in equity in Finance Ireland. Finance Ireland’s overall strate-
gic goal is to become Ireland’s leading broad based non-bank lender, with a particular focus on 
the SME sector.  

(v) ISIF committed €45 million to the Muzinich Pan-European Private Debt Fund in May 
2017 which, in turn, is targeting investment of €67.5 million in Irish SMEs.

Due to commercial sensitivities the ISIF does not report on economic impact at individual 
transaction level, but instead does so at the aggregate portfolio level. 

The ISIF has published its Economic Impact Report for 2016. Key figures show that as at 
31 December 2016: 

- Approximately 22,000 jobs are supported directly and indirectly by ISIF investments 



Questions - Written Answers

270

- 140 Irish companies and projects are benefitting from ISIF investments 

- ISIF had committed €2.6 billion to investments in Ireland.

13/07/2017WRE02200Tobacco Control Measures

13/07/2017WRE02300116. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance the amount a person cur-
rently pays for the cheapest roll-your-own tobacco product, RYO, and the cheapest pack of 
cigarettes in a shop; his views on whether the minimum RYO pack size of 30g will likely lead 
to increased illicit RYO products on the black market; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33599/17]

13/07/2017WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that the cur-
rent price of the cheapest 30g pack of roll your own tobacco product is €14.50 and the current 
price of the cheapest pack of 20 cigarettes available on the retail market is €9.00.

The European Union (Manufacture, Presentation and Sale of Tobacco and Related Prod-
ucts) Regulations 2016, made by my colleague the Minister for Health, require that retail pack-
ets of roll-your-own tobacco contain tobacco weighing not less than 30 grams.  This has been 
introduced by the Minister with effect from May 2017 as a public health measure and follows 
on from a range of such initiatives in the tobacco market in recent years.  

It should be noted that while the minimum size of a roll your own packet that can be pur-
chased has increased, the price per kilo to the consumer is not affected and it is not clear if the 
change will lead to increased demand for illicit supplies.   Ireland, like all countries with high 
tobacco prices is an attractive target for smuggling.  The priority for dealing with the smuggling 
of illicit tobacco products continues to be the effectiveness of enforcement action by Revenue.  
Such action includes risk analysis and screening of cargo and postal products, cooperation at 
national and international level and effective use of detection technologies.  Revenue also target 
the illicit trade at post-importation level by carrying out intelligence-based operations and ran-
dom checks at retail outlets, markets and private and commercial premises.  The Government 
has also ensured through the Finance Acts over recent years that Revenue has the statutory pow-
ers necessary for undertaking its important work against the illegal tobacco trade, including en-
hanced Revenue powers of search and inspection for illicit products.  I am assured by Revenue 
that action against illegal activity involving tobacco products will continue to be a high priority.

13/07/2017WRE02500Tax Exemptions

13/07/2017WRE02600117. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the seven 
year capital gains tax exemption introduced in budget 2012 is holding back the disposal of sites 
for development; if he has considered proposals for introducing a measure to reduce the hold-
ing period on these sites to four years; and the approximate costs for doing this in budget 2018. 
[33637/17]

13/07/2017WRE02700118. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the number of properties ac-
quired during the period from 7 December 2011 to 31 December 2014 that are potentially 
subject to the seven year capital gains tax exemption under section 604A of the Finance Act. 
[33638/17]

13/07/2017WRE02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 117 
and 118 together.
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I am advised by Revenue that the exemption from capital gains tax referred to by the Deputy 
applies to land and buildings acquired in the period commencing on 7 December 2011 and end-
ing on 31 December 2014 which are held for a minimum period of seven years. Accordingly, 
the earliest date that properties acquired in the relevant period can qualify for the exemption 
will be 7 December 2018. The relief applies in respect the purchase of land and buildings in 
the State or in any European Economic Area country. It is not possible to provide an accurate 
estimate of the quantity of land or buildings that were acquired when the CGT exemption was 
in place and would now be able to benefit from the exemption.

Any changes to the holding period would need careful consideration in terms of its poten-
tial impact on the property market generally and specifically on the supply of building land. 
Shortening the holding period could add complexity to the operation of the relief and could also 
contribute to uncertainty in the property market. It is difficult to estimate the cost of the specific 
change proposed by the Deputy as it would not be possible to determine in advance the extent 
to which sites may be disposed of if there was a change in the timing of the CGT exemption. 
The disposal of or retention of such sites may be driven by factors other than the rate of CGT 
such as specific business or operational decisions.

13/07/2017WRE03000Tax Code

13/07/2017WRE03100119. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the current op-
eration of the non-resident aggregation relief tax credit; his views on whether it operates fairly; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33650/17]

13/07/2017WRE03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I presume the Deputy is referring to 
married couples where either one or both spouses are non resident and only one of the spouses 
has income chargeable to tax in this State. 

I am advised by Revenue that Section 461 of the Taxes Consolidated Act 1997 (the Act) pro-
vides that the married person’s tax credit is granted to an individual who is assessable to tax on 
the combined income of the couple in accordance with section 1017 of the Act.  In effect, this 
means that in order to qualify for the married person’s tax credit the income of both individuals 
must be chargeable to tax in this State.

In the case of a married couple where one of the spouses is non-resident and only one spouse 
has income in this State, that spouse will be treated for tax purposes under the basis of separate 
treatment (i.e. as a single individual) and granted a single person’s tax credit during the year of 
assessment. 

However a measure of relief may be due where the Irish tax payable under separate treat-
ment exceeds the tax that would have been payable in respect of that income if the total income 
of both spouses had been chargeable to tax on the basis of aggregation.  

To avail of this, a couple should make a specific election for aggregation basis after the end 
of a year of assessment. The spouse with income chargeable to Irish tax should give Revenue 
full details of the couple’s total incomes (i.e. the income of both spouses including income not 
chargeable to Irish tax) after the end of the year of assessment. The case will then be reviewed 
on the basis of aggregation and any excess tax paid as a result of being taxed as a single indi-
vidual will be repaid. 

Therefore, while the individual is treated as a single individual for tax purposes during the 
year of assessment, the full benefit of joint assessment is granted on review and no additional 
tax is suffered by the parties concerned.
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13/07/2017WRE03300State Aid Investigations

13/07/2017WRE03400120. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position on contact be-
tween the Government and the European Commission relating to the illegal state aid complaint 
made by the Commission by property developers in respect of NAMA; if his Department has 
provided all information requested by the Commission; when he expects an outcome to the 
complaint; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33681/17]

13/07/2017WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In late 2015, a complaint was submit-
ted to the Competition Directorate of the European Commission (DG Comp) by a small number 
of property developers - including some former NAMA debtors - alleging that there may be 
state aid implications to NAMA’s providing financing for the development of commercially vi-
able residential projects by some of NAMA’s debtors and receivers.

NAMA and my Department have co-operated fully with the European Commission through-
out their preliminary investigations.  As the primary relationship with the Commission is held 
by the State, the Department of Finance is fully involved with NAMA in a joint engagement 
with DG Comp.  

My Department and NAMA have provided all information requested by DG Comp to 
date.  NAMA has produced detailed evidence regarding the complaint which the Department of 
Finance has provided to DG Comp to assist in its investigation.  My officials and officials from 
NAMA have had extensive engagements with the European Commission via written submis-
sions, telephone calls and meetings, often in response to specific information requests from the 
DG Comp Case Team resulting from allegations made by the complainants.  My officials and 
their counterparts in NAMA have travelled to Brussels on two occasions to discuss the com-
plaint in detail with the Case Team, most recently in March of this year.

I understand the DG Comp Case Team continue to consider all submissions and evidence 
provided and a preliminary finding has not yet been determined.  The Case Team may seek fur-
ther information from my Department in the course of their deliberations and my Department 
and NAMA will of course provide whatever information and assistance is required by the Case 
Team. Senior Department officials maintain an open dialogue with DG Comp as they progress 
their work.

While it would not be appropriate for me to comment in detail on what is an ongoing DG 
Comp investigation, I would point out that NAMA lends money to willing NAMA debtors and 
receivers on commercial arms-length terms only where there is an expectation that such financ-
ing will enhance NAMA’s recovery of the money owed to NAMA by its debtor.  

To be clear, NAMA is lending money to existing NAMA debtors to allow the debtor to en-
hance the value of the collateral securing that debtor’s original loan owed to NAMA in order 
to not only pay back the additional lending with interest but, importantly, to pay back a greater 
proportion of the total debt owed to NAMA.

NAMA requires that the projected return resulting from the provision of additional funding 
must be the value maximising strategy for the asset and this is fully in accordance with Section 
10 of the NAMA Act.  This means NAMA will facilitate the funding of development of only 
those sites that are commercially viable and where site development will deliver a better recov-
ery than the sale of the undeveloped site.  

In addition, where NAMA provides funding to facilitate development by its debtors or re-
ceivers, it is provided at appropriate market rates of interest. The clear intention of NAMA’s 
residential funding initiative is to enhance the returns to NAMA over and above any other vi-
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able strategy, provide funding on market terms and ensure there is no impact on competition 
more generally.

13/07/2017WRE03600Tax Reliefs Availability

13/07/2017WRE03700121. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered intro-
ducing alleviation or relief through the tax system in respect of the costs incurred by certain 
employees who have to travel long distances to and from work each day; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33716/17]

13/07/2017WRE03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 114 of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 provides for a tax deduction in respect of travel expenses which an employee 
or office-holder is necessarily obliged to incur in the performance of the duties of the office 
or employment.  However, in this regard, return travel from home to work is not an allowable 
expense. I am aware that the matter has been raised previously in relation to certain employees 
and office holders who, given the nature of their work, would consider this Section to be overly 
restrictive.

13/07/2017WRE03900Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

13/07/2017WRE04000122. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of Activate Capi-
tal; the amount of funding provided each year since its creation to residential construction proj-
ects; the number of residential housing units provided per year since its creation; the number 
of projects currently in construction; his views on whether the State can do more to ensure the 
construction sector has access to finance to build the required homes and office accommodation 
around the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33755/17]

13/07/2017WRE04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National Treasury Management 
Agency inform me that Activate Capital (Activate) is a €500 million joint venture established 
by the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) and global investment firm KKR, and financed 
through a €325 million senior loan note from ISIF and a €175 million junior loan note from 
KKR.  

Activate advances up to 90% of the project funding requirement, including: (i) for the ac-
quisition of land; (ii) to bring projects through the planning process; and (iii) to build out devel-
opment. It is targeting new residential development in Dublin, the greater Dublin area, Cork, 
Limerick and Galway which have been identified as the areas of greatest demand.

Given Activate Capital has private shareholders, it would not be appropriate to disclose the 
Fund’s commercially sensitive information, including the level of drawdown from the fund. 
This approach is in line with the normal commercial confidentiality principles applying to all 
private companies.

By the end of July 2017, Activate will have made site and working capital facility commit-
ments to customers on 22 residential development sites. The ISIF’s share of these commitments 
is €216 million.

These 22 sites have an aggregate capacity for 3,661 homes. 13 of the sites are currently un-
der development, with the remainder being progressed through the planning process.

As part of its commitments in Rebuilding Ireland, the NTMA and NAMA are currently un-
dertaking a number of initiatives in relation to housing and the wider property sector: 
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- ISIF has total investment commitments to housing investment vehicles of €404 million of 
which €325 million in Activate Capital, €25 million in the Ardstone Residential Partnership and 
€54 million to student accommodation in DCU. 

- In addition ISIF has committed €125 million in total to more general real estate investment 
vehicles, including €75 million to the Wilbur Ross Cardinal Commercial Real Estate Mezza-
nine Debt Fund and €50 million to Quadrant Real Estate Advisors, both of which to date have 
completed some investment in housing. 

- Through these ISIF-supported projects, a total of 8,400 housing units is expected to be 
delivered in the near term (a small portion of which has already been delivered).

In addition, ISIF’s current near term pipeline of potential housing projects, including in the 
build-to-rent sector and off-campus student accommodation as well as a smaller project that 
may have the ability to deliver some affordable housing, indicates potential to deliver a further 
8,700 units in total.

(i) ISIF-supported Fund for Housing

ISIF and the NTMA have made progress in examining the feasibility of establishing a new 
funding vehicle capable of delivering mixed-tenure residential developments in a way which is 
both off-balance sheet and commercially viable. 

(ii) ISIF Enabling Infrastructure Fund

ISIF will support the delivery of housing-related enabling infrastructure in large scale prior-
ity development areas. Initial ISIF engagement with local authorities and private sector devel-
opers indicates that infrastructure financing requirements will be in the order of €250 million.

(iii) NAMA related delivery

Acting within its commercial mandate NAMA will support the delivery of 20,000 additional 
residential units before the end of 2020. Some 90% of these residential units will be in the 
Greater Dublin Area, where the demand for housing is greatest. Approximately 75% of these 
units will be houses, primarily starter homes. The overall cost of the programme is expected to 
be €4.5 billion. NAMA will utilise its own cash resources to fund this necessary expenditure. 

(iv) Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF)

The Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund has been established to provide targeted 
investment in enabling local public infrastructure to unlock sites for large scale residential de-
velopment from 2017 to 2019. 

A total of €226 million has been allocated from LIHAF, split on a 75:25 basis between Ex-
chequer (€170 million) and the local authorities (€56 million) funding. Although this represents 
a slight (13%) overrun on the original €200 million allocation. 

The approved LIHAF projects are expected to deliver 22,830 units by 2021 and potentially 
deliver housing output of 69,240 in the long run. In Dublin, LIHAF is expected to support the 
delivery of up to 14,000 additional housing units by 2021 and potentially deliver over 37,000 
units in the long run.  

13/07/2017WRE04200Tax Reliefs Data
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13/07/2017WRE04300123. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgage 
holders in receipt of tax relief at source in 2017; the cost of such relief; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33756/17]

13/07/2017WRE04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the num-
ber of mortgage holders in receipt of tax relief at source in respect of mortgage interest for the 
year 2016, the latest year for which data are available, is in the order of 419,400 claimants. The 
provisional cost to the Exchequer in 2016 for claimants is just over €184 million. A forecast for 
2017 is not available.

At present, Section 244 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for tax relief in re-
spect of interest paid on qualifying home loans taken out on or after 1 January 2004 and on or 
before 31 December 2012, with relief being available until 31 December 2017.  Mortgage inter-
est relief (MIR) has been abolished for homes purchased since 1 January 2013. 

In Budget 2017 the Government’s intention to extend MIR beyond the current 2017 end 
date on a tapered basis to 2020, in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government, 
was re-stated. The details of the extension will be set out in Budget 2018. A review of policy 
considerations and potential costs of such an extension was contained in the Income Tax Re-
form Plan published by my Department in July last year and may be of interest to the Deputy. 
The plan is available at: 

http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/Income%20Tax%20Reform%20Plan-FI-
NAL_0.pdf

13/07/2017WRE04500Insurance Data

13/07/2017WRE04600124. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons by 
month who have applied to the declined insurance agreement administered by a company (de-
tails supplied) for the past six years; the number of applications that were rejected in the same 
timeframe; the average premium per year for successful applicants to the declined insurance 
agreement, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33759/17]

13/07/2017WRE04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, the Deputy should note 
that as Minister for Finance, I am not responsible for the operation of the Declined Cases Agree-
ment and therefore I do not have direct access to the data that is being requested.  

However, in order to be as helpful as I can, my officials contacted Insurance Ireland about 
your information request.  In response they have provided me with statistics on the number of 
cases they have dealt with which are set out in the following table.

In relation to these cases Insurance Ireland have informed me that they secured a quotation 
for the applicants in question through the Agreement and that they therefore consider all of 
these applications to have been successful.  With regard to information on the average premium 
per successful application, I am informed that this is a matter for individual insurers and that 
this information is therefore not recorded by Insurance Ireland.

Year 2016 Total Year 2015 Total Year 2014 Total
January 128 January 91 January 39
February 121 February 102 February 42
March 139 March 122 March 53
April 129 April 107 April 64
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Year 2016 Total Year 2015 Total Year 2014 Total
May 158 May 103 May 93
June 206 June 117 June 56
July 181 July 94 July 49
August 172 August 65 August 55
September 181 September 75 September 69
October 193 October 91 October 58
November 161 November 127 November 48
December 172 December 70 December 43

1941 1164 669

Year 2013 Total Year 2012 Total Year 2011 Total
January 21 January 12 January 9
February 23 February 10 February 8
March 27 March 12 March 23
April 17 April 10 April 14
May 14 May 21 May 14
June 31 June 16 June 9
July 21 July 21 July 12
August 33 August 14 August 16
September 36 September 17 September 20
October 31 October 14 October 21
November 29 November 18 November 13
December 25 December 13 December 10

308 178 169
It should be noted that the Cost of Insurance Working Group examined the issue of the De-

clined Cases Agreement, on foot of receiving a number of submissions and queries from in-
dividuals about its operation.  In light of feedback from members of the public, the Working 
Group recommended that the Declined Cases Agreement process should be made more trans-
parent. In this regard, Insurance Ireland have submitted the first of the required annual reports 
on the operation of the Agreement to my Department within the past couple of weeks and it is 
currently under consideration.

13/07/2017WRE04800VAT Exemptions

13/07/2017WRE04900125. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the issue of 
VAT exemptions for charities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33760/17]

13/07/2017WRE05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Charities and non-profit groups en-
gaged in non-commercial activity are exempt from VAT under the EU VAT Directive, with 
which Irish VAT law must comply.  This means they do not charge VAT on the services they 
provide and cannot recover VAT incurred on goods and services that they purchase. 

Following representations made by the Irish Charities Tax Reform Group (ICTR) over a 
number of years, the former Minister for Finance agreed in 2014 to the formation of a Working 
Group to examine proposals to reduce the VAT burden on charities. Comprising representa-
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tives from the Department of Finance, the Revenue Commissioners and ICTR, the Group met 
throughout 2015 with the objective of providing options for the Minister of Finance’s delibera-
tion ahead of Budget 2016.

The Report of the VAT on Charities Working Group was published in October 2015 as part 
of the Budget 2016 documentation, and set out the issues faced by Charities with regard to VAT 
and the options that could be used to address these issues.  The paper presents two possible op-
tions to reduce the VAT burden on charities, 1) the introduction of a Limited Sectorial Scheme 
similar to that in the UK, whereby a series of VAT refund orders are in place for targeted sec-
tors or activities, and 2) a Danish-style Scheme whereby charities can reclaim VAT as a direct 
proportion to fundraised income up to a capped limit.

On the basis of the report, the then Minister decided in Budget 2016 not to introduce a VAT 
refund scheme for charities as the charities sector already benefits from a range of Ministerial 
Refund Orders and special tax treatment across a number of tax heads. 

However, in the context of Budget 2017 Minister Noonan asked his officials to engage again 
with the Irish Charities Tax Reform Group with a view to reviewing the options published in 
the Report of the VAT on Charities Working Group. In this context, Department officials re-en-
gaged with the newly formed Charities Institute Ireland (a merger of the ICTR and Fundraising 
Ireland) and met throughout 2016 and 2017 to discuss further the possible options of providing 
VAT relief to charities, with a view to reporting back to the Minister before Budget 2018.

13/07/2017WRE05100Insurance Costs

13/07/2017WRE05200126. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of times to date 
in 2017 the working group on the rising cost of motor insurance has met; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33761/17]

13/07/2017WRE05300127. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of times the 
working group on insurance costs has met on phase 2 on employer and public liability; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33762/17]

13/07/2017WRE05400128. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a quarter 
2 update on the working group action plan to tackle the rising cost of motor insurance; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33763/17]

13/07/2017WRE05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 126 
to 128, inclusive, together.

The Cost of Insurance Working Group has met 21 times to date.  It met for the first time on 
20 July 2016 and held its most recent meeting on 5 July 2017.

The Cost of Motor Insurance was the focus of its twelve meetings in 2016.  The nine meet-
ings which have taken place since the beginning of this year have focused on the Second Phase 
of the Group’s work on the Cost of Employer Liability and Public Liability Insurance. The 
implementation of the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance is also a standing item on the 
agenda of the second phase meetings. 

There is a commitment within the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance that the Working 
Group will prepare quarterly updates on the progress of the implementation of the recommen-
dations and the first such update was published in early May.  That update provides details on 
how the implementation of the recommendations is progressing, with a particular focus on the 
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ten action points which were due for completion during the first quarter.  

My Department will publish the second quarterly update shortly.  As with the first quarterly 
update, this will again show the progress to date on the overall implementation of the recom-
mendations, but this time with a particular focus on the 17 action points which were due for 
completion during the second quarter of 2017. My officials are currently in the process of col-
lating all of the relevant updates from the individual relevant Government Departments and 
Agencies in order to compile the full quarterly report.  In addition, substantial work has also 
been undertaken in respect of a number of the other 44 actions, including all eight which are 
classified as “ongoing” in the Action Plan.

13/07/2017WRF00200Tax Reliefs Availability

13/07/2017WRF00300129. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the in-
troduction of a large philanthropic and charitable donations scheme whereby the donor receives 
the tax relief directly; the estimated cost of such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33764/17]

13/07/2017WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to a 
tax relief that would be similar in scope as that provided for donations to approved bodies un-
der Section 848A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA). 

As the Deputy may be aware, changes were made to that scheme of tax relief  in Finance 
Act 2013 as follows:

1. Donations from all individual donors under the scheme are treated in the same manner, 
with the tax relief in all cases being repaid to the charity. 

1. A blended rate of relief of 31% applies to all taxpayers regardless of their marginal tax 
rate. All donations are now grossed up. Previously only donations from individuals within the 
PAYE collection system were grossed up.

1. The charitable donations scheme was removed from the scope of the high earners’ restric-
tion in recognition of the fact that donors no longer benefit from the tax relief associated with 
their donations. 

1. An annual donation limit of €1 million per individual, for which a refund of income tax 
can be claimed by approved bodies, has been applied. 

These changes were made following a process of engagement between officials at the De-
partment of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners with representatives of the charities sec-
tor and the completion of a public consultation. The objectives of that process were threefold: 
(i) to simplify the operation of the existing regime, (ii) to reduce the administrative overheads 
on charities and on the Revenue Commissioners incurred in the operation of the scheme, and 
(iii) to ensure that any change would be Revenue neutral from the Exchequer perspective. The 
proposals for the changes were also recommended in the Report of the Forum on Philanthropy 
and Fundraising.

I would not be in favour of the introduction of an additional regime, which would effec-
tively reverse the changes set out above for wealthy donors, such that they could claim the tax 
relief on any qualifying large donations. In my view, real philanthropy should not be dependant 
on the receipt, by an individual, of a tax advantage. In fact the existing regime, whereby the 
approved body receives the benefit of grossed up tax relief, as well as the sum donated, should 
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encourage real philanthropic donations, in recognition of the additional resources that are pro-
vided to such bodies.

As regards the costing of the scheme suggested by the Deputy, for every €1 million donated 
under such a scheme, the cost would be expected to be in the region of €400,000. However, it is 
not possible to estimate whether donors would simply transfer donations made under the exist-
ing scheme to the one proposed. In addition, it is not possible to estimate the level of additional 
donations, if any, that might be made under such a scheme. Furthermore, consideration would 
need to be given as whether such a scheme would be subject to the high earners’ restriction.

13/07/2017WRF00500Tax Reliefs Availability

13/07/2017WRF00600130. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the 
introduction of an inheritance tax relief for inheritances to charitable and philanthropic organi-
sations; the estimated cost of such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33765/17]

13/07/2017WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that a gift or 
an inheritance which is taken for public or charitable purposes is exempt from both gift tax and 
inheritance tax and is not taken into account when computing tax to the extent that Revenue is 
satisfied that it has been, or will be, applied for purposes which in accordance with the laws of 
the State are public or charitable. 

As an exemption along the lines suggested by the Deputy is already provided for in section 
76 of the Capital Acquisitions Tax Consolidation Act 2003, I do not see any need to consider 
the introduction of any further such relief.

13/07/2017WRF00800Departmental Reports

13/07/2017WRF00900131. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the report due 
from his Department on providing options on possible exemptions for land used for solar and 
renewable energy purposes in calculating agricultural relief for capital acquisition tax as agreed 
at the committee stage of the Finance Act 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33766/17]

13/07/2017WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Interdepartmental Group which 
was established to consider the tax treatment of solar panels on farmland is expected to report 
to me soon. The work of the group is ongoing and the report is being prepared. I will consider 
the report’s recommendations in the context of Budget 2018/Finance Bill 2017.

13/07/2017WRF01100Tax Data

13/07/2017WRF01200132. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the tax expenditure associ-
ated with research and development tax credits in each of the years 2012 to 2016, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33767/17]

13/07/2017WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the infor-
mation in respect of the Exchequer cost of the Research and Development (R&D) tax credit for 
the years 2012 to 2014 is available on the Revenue Statistics webpage at http://www.revenue.
ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx.
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The exchequer cost and number of cases for the R&D tax credit for 2012, 2013 and 2014 
was as follows:

Year Cost €m Number of Cases 
2012 281.9 1543
2013 421.4 1576
2014 553.3 1570
The tax cost of the R&D tax credit in 2015 was €707.9m. Data in respect of 2016 is not yet 

available as the bulk of 2016 Corporation Tax returns are not due to be filed until later in the 
year. Once these returns have been filed, processed, and analysed, Revenue will be in a position 
to provide this data.

13/07/2017WRF01400Revenue Commissioners Data

13/07/2017WRF01500133. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the interest the Revenue 
Commissioners levied and collected from the late payment of tax liabilities, by tax category, 
in each of the years 2012 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33768/17]

13/07/2017WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that interest 
charged on the late payment of tax is a statutory charge legislated for by the Oireachtas and 
provided for in Section 1080 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  Revenue is obliged to factor 
this charge into all of its compliance intervention programmes. 

I am satisfied that collection of interest by Revenue is a key element in reflecting the value 
of money forgone by the Exchequer where a taxpayer does not pay what is due on time and 
is also vital in supporting the efforts of the vast majority of taxpayers who are voluntarily and 
fully compliant. 

The interest charged and collected from 2012 to date is set out in the following table. 

Interest Charged
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 June 2017 

YTD 
PAYE €6.13m €12.74m €15.28m €19.29m €16.54m €7.47m
PRSI €1.10m €2.13m €2.24m €2.48m €4.39m €1.44m
VAT €18.90m €19.64m €17.57m €20.80m €15.10m €8.17m
INCOME 
TAX (Self-
Employed) 

€18.17m €23.27m €27.76m €26.36m €29.28m €18.32m

CORPORA-
TION TAX

€7.57m €14.53m €12.86m €18.27m €11.63m €4.28m

CAPITAL 
GAINS TAX

€5.77m €12.15m €5.62m €7.47m €5.86m €2.75m

RELEVANT 
CON-
TRACTS 
TAX

€1.47m €1.45m €0.80m €1.25m €0.52m €0.20m
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Interest Charged
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 June 2017 

YTD 
PROFES-
SIONAL 
SERVICES 
WITHOLD-
ING TAX

€0.04m €0.02m €0.01m €0.18m €0.14m €0.00m

DEPOSIT 
INTEREST 
RETEN-
TION TAX

€0.00m €0.01m €0.08m €0.46m €0.02m €0.04m

LIFE AS-
SURANCE 
EXIT TAX

€0.06m €0.30m €0.00m €0.30m €0.06m €0.00m

DIVIDEND 
WITHOLD-
ING TAX

€0.05m €0.23m €0.16m €0.13m €0.11m €0.18m

ENVIRON-
MENTAL 
LEVY

€0.02m €0.05m €0.01m €0.01m €0.01m €0.00m

RELEVANT 
TAX ON 
SHARE OP-
TION

€0.02m €0.18m €0.23m €0.27m €0.74m €0.42m

BETTING 
DUTY

€0.01m €0.04m €0.04m €0.01m €0.00m €0.00m

STAMP 
DUTY

€2.36m €3.06m €2.74m €2.06m €3.51m €1.22m

CAPITAL 
ACQUISI-
TIONS TAX

€1.25m €2.55m €2.05m €1.41m €3.07m €1.36m

INVEST-
MENT UN-
DERTAK-
ING TAX

€0.01m €0.00m €0.07m €0.00m €0.02m €0.07m

LOCAL 
PROPERTY 
TAX

- €0.00m €0.01m €0.01m €0.04m €0.04m

DOMICILE 
LEVY

- - - - €0.02m €0.11m

Mineral Oil 
Tax

- - - - - €0.63m

TOTAL €62.93m €92.35m €87.53m €100.76m €91.06m €46.70m

13/07/2017WRF01700Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRF01800134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the fees his Department has 
paid to third parties relating to a possible flotation of a bank (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33769/17]

13/07/2017WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, in line with the 
State agreements with AIB, all fees incurred by the State in relation to the IPO will be paid by 
the bank.

Following a successful transaction, fees are payable to the selling syndicate of investment 
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banks and are proportionate to the value of the transaction. The fees that have been negotiated 
by my officials are approximately 0.4% of the value of the transaction based on the base deal 
size (€3 billion), which gives a figure of approximately €12 million. This is very competitive by 
reference to comparable transactions in Europe. The fee is split across all appointed syndicate 
banks and as such the number of firms involved (also within precedent), does not affect the 
overall fee level payable.

Fees will also be payable to our independent financial advisor, Rothschild & Sons, commu-
nications advisers Gordon MRM and Citigate Dewe Rogerson and our legal advisers, William 
Fry. Together with some other seller related and underwriter expenses, these fees in total were 
estimated to be approximately €4m. I will be in a position to disclose a breakdown of exact fees 
paid to each service provider when all related invoices have been received and processed.

As is normal practice, details of the fees paid by my Department to such parties are dis-
closed on an ongoing basis under the procurement section of the Department’s website:

http://www.finance.gov.ie/who-we-are/financials/consultancy/consultancy/

13/07/2017WRF02000Revenue Commissioners Investigations

13/07/2017WRF02100135. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
sioners have concluded their investigations into the tax affairs of medical consultants; the les-
sons learned for tax compliance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33770/17]

13/07/2017WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that their 
programme of compliance interventions in relation to the tax affairs of medical consultants is 
continuing.  As indicated in replies to previous questions by my predecessor Minister Noonan 
on this matter from the Deputy earlier in 2017, the main focus of Revenue’s work continues to 
be the tax issues arising from the incorporation of medical consultants’ businesses.

I am advised by Revenue that as at 30 June 2017,  829 compliance interventions had been 
opened on medical consultants and their controlled companies, with some 559 of these inter-
ventions having been finalised and resulting in settlements of €62 million, including tax, inter-
est and penalties.  

The programme of compliance interventions is ongoing in the context of Revenue’s overall 
compliance management framework and strategy with further additional interventions as nec-
essary.

13/07/2017WRF02300IBRC Liquidation

13/07/2017WRF02400136. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he expects to receive 
an interim and final dividend from the special liquidator of IBRC; the amount of the expected 
dividend; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33771/17]

13/07/2017WRF02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As outlined in the most recent progress 
update report which was published on the 5th May 2017 and which is available on the Depart-
ment of Finance website (http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/170505%20IBRC%20
Progress%20update%20report%20report_31%20Dec%2016.pdf), the Special Liquidators have 
cash receipts on hand of c. €1.9bn as at 6th February 2017. An interim dividend of 25% was 
paid to all admitted unsecured creditors of the liquidation, including the State, in December 
2016. The amount paid to date as part of this interim dividend is c. €290m.
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As previously advised in the IBRC Progress Update Report of May 2017, it is the expecta-
tion of the Special Liquidators, based on current information, that the eventual unsecured credi-
tor dividend will be in the range of 75% - 100% of all eligible claims. This eventual dividend 
range is subject to change depending on future events which are outside the control of the Spe-
cial Liquidators. The ultimate level of dividend paid to each creditor, and timing of same, can-
not be known until such time as all loan assets are sold, the total level of adjudicated creditors 
is finalised and the other contingent creditor claims which may crystallise, including those from 
litigation, are known.  

13/07/2017WRF02600Central Bank of Ireland Staff

13/07/2017WRF02700137. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of vacancies 
in the Central Bank; the departments these vacancies are in; the length of time these vacancies 
have been open, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33772/17]

13/07/2017WRF02800142. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff vacan-
cies in the enforcement section of the Central Bank; the specific roles that are vacant; if the 
vacancies are in the enforcement advisory section or the enforcement investigations section; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33777/17]

13/07/2017WRF02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 137 
and 142 together.

I am advised by the Central Bank that there are 172 active vacancies within the Central 
Bank, which are detailed in the table below.  Each role is advertised internally and externally for 
a minimum of 2 weeks, and roles within Operations and Financial Regulation take on average 
8 weeks to fill with Central Banking roles being filled on average within 7.3 weeks. 

I am informed that the Enforcement function of the Central Bank has grown substantially 
across the past year with a total of 72 active employees (47 in Enforcement Investigation and 
25.2 in Advisory). Significant recruitment campaigns were undertaken by the Bank in the first 
half of 2017, and following on from this process, there are over 20 additional employees due to 
join the teams. There are currently 2 open vacancies in the Enforcement Investigation Division.

Regulator Directorate Number of Open Roles
Financial Regulation Consumer Protection 8
Financial Regulation Credit Institutions 51
Financial Regulation Enforcement 4
Financial Regulation Insurance 21
Financial Regulation Securities and Markets Su-

pervision
8

Financial Regulation Asset Management Supervi-
sion

7

Financial Regulation Policy and Risk 16
Total Pillar figure 115
Average time to hire 8   weeks 

Regulator Directorate Number of Open Roles
Chief Operations Officer Direct Reports 3
Chief Operations Officer Currency and Facilities 

Management 
1
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Regulator Directorate Number of Open Roles
Chief Operations Officer Information Management 

and Technology   
17

Chief Operations Officer Human Resources 1
Total Pillar figure 22
Average time to hire 8   weeks 

Regulator Directorate # Open Roles
Central Banking Chief Economist 15
Central Banking Financial Operations 8
Central Banking Corporate Affairs 12
Total Pillar figure 35
Average time to hire 7.3   weeks

13/07/2017WRF03000Brexit Staff

13/07/2017WRF03100138. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of new posi-
tions made available in the Central Bank specifically to deal with Brexit; the types of new roles 
created; the number of vacancies left to be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33773/17]

13/07/2017WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been previously informed by the 
Central Bank that staff from across all three pillars of the Bank are working on various aspects 
of “Brexit”. 

The Governor of the Central Bank has stated that, if necessary, staff will be deployed to 
deal with increases in the authorisation pipeline and will reprioritise workload as appropriate. 
Should there be a marked increase in the financial sector regulated in Ireland, supervisory and 
enforcement resources will be increased in a commensurate and appropriate manner.

The Central Bank Commission has approved a complement for 2017 of circa 1,800 staff, 
which will be a target net increase of 200 staff on the total at end 2016. This 2017 expansion 
includes dedicated resources of an additional 28 staff to address specific Brexit-related new 
business needs within existing divisions. The Central Bank also plans to assess on a regular 
basis the need for contingency-based extra Brexit-related hiring in response to additional busi-
ness volumes.  In this context the Governor has also previously indicated that where further 
resources are necessary due to an expanded universe of regulated and supervised firms, the 
Central Bank will increase staff numbers as necessary. 

If the Central Bank provide any further update to this position I will share that with the 
Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRF03300Brexit Staff

13/07/2017WRF03400139. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of employees in 
his Department specifically dedicated to Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33774/17]

13/07/2017WRF03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that the 
Assistant Secretary who heads the EU and International Division of my Department has been 
designated as the lead official in the Department for Brexit matters. A dedicated Brexit Unit 
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within the EU and International Division was established in July 2016 to oversee and coordi-
nate Brexit work across the entire Department and to act as a key liaison point, in particular 
with the Departments of the Taoiseach and of Foreign Affairs and Trade. There are currently 
four staff in the dedicated unit which is led at Principal Officer level.  Also, an additional staff 
member has been assigned to the Permanent Representation to the EU in Brussels specifically 
to deal with Brexit. 

We have appointed lead Brexit coordinators at Principal Officer level across all divisions of 
the Department. The challenges which we face as a result of Brexit are mainstreamed across all 
divisions of my Department and this is reflected in business planning. 

13/07/2017WRF03600Departmental Staff Data

13/07/2017WRF03700140. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of vacancies in 
his Department; the areas these vacancies are in; the length of time these vacancies have been 
open, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33775/17]

13/07/2017WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): All resources and vacancies in my 
Department are managed through a robust Workforce Planning process. I wish to inform the 
Deputy that as at 13 July 2017 there are 18 vacancies in my Department, details of which are 
outlined in the following table:

Division Number   of vacancies
Banking Division - FMU 3
Economic Division 3
EU & International Division 2
EU & International Division - Corporate 
Affairs 

1

Financial Markets & Pensions Division 3
International Finance 3
Minister Donohoe’s Constituency Office 1
Minister of State D’Arcy’s Office 1
Tax Policy Division 1
Grand Total 18
All 18 vacancies are in the process of being filled. Vacancies are filled through various 

means including open/interDepartmental and internal competitions, mobility and secondments. 
The length of time the vacancies are open is specific for each post and is dependent on the ap-
propriate method of filling each vacancy.  I can advise the Deputy that some posts have become 
vacant very recently while others have been vacant for a number of months. My officials are 
working with the relevant stakeholders including the Public Appointments Service, other Gov-
ernment Departments and candidates to reduce the time periods for filling vacancies.

13/07/2017WRF03900Departmental Staff Data

13/07/2017WRF04000141. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of employees 
working in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33776/17]

13/07/2017WRF04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that as at 
30th June there were 318 (WTE 308.53) employees working in my Department. Included in 
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that figure are 12 staff seconded from the NTMA to the Shareholding & Financial Advisory 
Division in my Department.

Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 137.

13/07/2017WRF04300Central Bank of Ireland Enforcement Actions

13/07/2017WRF04400143. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of firms found 
to be unauthorised by the Central Bank for the services they provided; if they were financial 
services providers, collective investment schemes, payment services agents, moneylenders or 
other types service; if the firms were credit servicing firms; if the firms own or owned mortgage 
loans or credit agreements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33778/17]

13/07/2017WRF04500144. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of financial 
institutions found to be unauthorised by the Central Bank each year for the past six years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33779/17]

13/07/2017WRF04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 143 
and 144 together.

I am informed by the Central Bank that it has found approximately 128 firms/individuals 
to be conducting unauthorised activities in the years 2011-2016 inclusive. These unauthorised 
firms have been the subject of Central Bank warning notices. 110 refer to unauthorised Invest-
ment Firms, 6 refer to unauthorised Credit Institutions, 6 are in relation to unauthorised Retail 
Credit Firms, 3 refer to unauthorised Debt Management Firms, 2 regarding unauthorised In-
surance Intermediaries, and 1 refers to a firm conducting unauthorised Mortgage Intermediary 
services. 

The following table provided by the Central Bank details the number of firms, broken down 
into firm type, found to be unauthorised each year.

Warning 
Notices

Type of firms 

Year Unau-
thorised 
Credit   
Institu-
tion/
Banking 
Business

Unau-
thorised 
Debt 
Manage-
ment   
Firm

Unau-
thorised 
Insurance   
Interme-
diary

Unautho-
rised In-
vestment 
Firm

Unau-
thorised 
Mortgage   
Interme-
diary

Unau-
thorised 
Retail 
Credit   
Firm/
Money 
Lender

Grand 
Total

2011 9 9
2012 35 35
2013 3 20 1 1 25
2014 1 1 2 22 3 29
2015 2 1 8 11
2016 1 16 2 19
Grand 
Total

6 3 2 110 1 6 128

13/07/2017WRF04800Tax Yield
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13/07/2017WRF04900145. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the yield from inheritance 
tax in each of the years 2011 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33780/17]

13/07/2017WRF05000146. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the approximate number of 
inheritance cases that resulted in a liability for capital acquisitions tax in each of the years 2011 
to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33781/17]

13/07/2017WRF05100147. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost of agricultural 
relief, business relief, favoured nephew status and dwelling house relief against capital acqui-
sitions tax; the number of claims received for each of these schemes in each of years 2011 to 
2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33782/17]

13/07/2017WRF05200171. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of inheritance 
tax collected in each of the past five years for each of the bands A, B and C, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34202/17]

13/07/2017WRF05300172. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce the 
inheritance tax burden for immediate family in bands A and B. [34203/17]

13/07/2017WRF05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 145 to 
147, inclusive, 171 and 172 together.

I am informed by Revenue that information in relation to yield received from Capital Acqui-
sitions Tax, which includes Inheritance Tax, can be found on the statistics page of the Revenue 
website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/receipts/
receipts-capital-acquisitions-tax.aspx.

In addition, the tables at http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/
statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx    contains cost estimates and numbers 
claiming for a wide range of tax expenditures including agricultural relief, business relief and 
dwelling house relief for 2011 to 2015 and for favoured nephew status from 2011 to 2016. The 
report will be shortly updated with outstanding figures for 2016.

The following table shows the number of inheritance cases with a liability for inheritance 
tax, and the tax received, for years in question, broken down by groups A (children), B (close 
relative), and C (other relationship).

Year Yield from 
Group 
A  €m

Num-
bers from 
Group   A

Yield from 
Group 
B  €m

Num-
bers from 
Group   B

Yield from 
Group 
C  €m

Num-
bers from 
Group   C

2011 - 733 - 6,249 - 2,723
2012 81.38 884 129.69 6,434 43.23 2,693
2013 92.71 1,097 131.34 6,626 33.48 2,443
2014 124.62 1,564 163.98 7,369 39.35 2,718
2015 135.10 1,990 178.91 8,063 51.12 2,934
2016 138.88 2,024 191.28 7,992 55.23 2,984
The Category A threshold was increased in the 2015 and 2016 Budgets and the Category B 

and C thresholds were increased in the 2016 Budget. Any further changes to these thresholds 
will be considered in the context of the 2017 Budget.

13/07/2017WRF05700Mortgage Data
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13/07/2017WRF05800148. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of residential 
mortgages classified as sub-prime; the number of sub-prime lenders currently operating in the 
market; the value of sub-prime mortgages outstanding; the rate of arrears on these mortgages; 
the actions specific to the sub-prime sector which are being taken to address arrears; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33783/17]

13/07/2017WRF05900198. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of residential 
mortgages here that are classified as sub prime; the number of sub prime lenders currently op-
erating in the market; the value of sub prime mortgages outstanding; the rate of arrears on these 
mortgages; the actions specific to the sub prime sector which are being taken to address arrears; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34291/17]

13/07/2017WRF06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 148 
and 198 together.

The Central Bank advises that there is no such regulated category as “sub-prime lender”.  
However, Retail Credit Firms are authorised to provide credit, in the form of cash loans, directly 
to individuals and some firms authorised in this category provide housing loans.  Retail Credit 
Firms have been subject to regulation by the Central Bank since 1 February 2008 and a register 
of all   Retail Credit Firms is available on the Central Bank website at the following link:

http://registers.centralbank.ie/DownloadsPage.aspx  .  

Retail Credit Firms are not subject to the same prudential supervisory regime as licensed 
credit institutions but they are subject to the same Consumer Protection framework require-
ments including the Central Bank’s statutory Consumer Protection Code and Code of Conduct 
on Mortgage Arrears (‘CCMA’).  

The CCMA - https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/Regulation/codes/gns-4-1-7-
2013-ccma.pdf?sfvrsn=4   - sets out requirements for all mortgage lenders, including Retail 
Credit Firms, dealing with borrowers in arrears or pre-arrears on a mortgage loan which is se-
cured by their primary residence.  It provides a strong consumer protection framework to ensure 
that borrowers struggling to keep up mortgage repayments are treated in a fair and transparent 
manner by their lender and that long term resolution is sought by lenders with each of their bor-
rowers experiencing mortgage difficulty.

The Central Bank engages with Retail Credit Firms in relation to their treatment of borrow-
ers under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), as provided for in the CCMA. The 
MARP sets out the steps which lenders must follow:

Step 1: Communicate with borrower;

Step 2: Gather financial information;

Step 3: Assess the borrowers’ circumstances; and 

Step 4: Propose a resolution. 

The Central Bank’s Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics provides 
detailed data on the number and performance of ‘Residential Mortgages held by Non-Bank En-
tities’.  The most recent available data, which relates Q1 2017, is attached and the information 
on “non-bank” entities is set out in tables 4 and 5 -  https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-
source/statistics/data-and-analysis/credit-and-banking-statistics/mortgage-arrears/2017q1_
ie_mortgage_arrears_statisticse2a9c5134644629bacc1ff0000269695.pdf?sfvrsn=8.  
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13/07/2017WRG00200IBRC Mortgage Loan Book

13/07/2017WRG00300149. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number and overall 
value of a bank’s (details supplied) residential mortgages sold by the special liquidator; the de-
tails of each transaction including the identity of the purchaser; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33784/17]

13/07/2017WRG00400150. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number and overall 
value of a bank’s (details supplied) buy to let mortgages sold by the special liquidator; the de-
tails of each transaction including the identity of the purchaser; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33785/17]

13/07/2017WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 149 
and 150 together.

As the Deputy is aware, for operational reasons the loan assets of Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation Limited (in Special Liquidation) (“IBRC”) were originally divided into six portfo-
lios: Evergreen, Rock, Salt, Sand/Pearl, Stone, Pebble.

The Sand portfolio originally comprised 12,702 Irish originated residential mortgages with 
a par value of €1.8bn, most of which had transferred from Irish Nationwide Building Soci-
ety.  Buy to let mortgages accounted for 17% of the original Sand portfolio sold in the Special 
Liquidation.

Having given due consideration to the representations made by residential mortgage holders 
of IBRC and professional advice received, 64% of the Sand portfolio was sold to two buyers, 
namely Lone Star and Oaktree Capital Management, L.P.

Subsequently, the remaining 36% of the unsold residential mortgages from Project Sand 
were sold as two further sales tranches, Project Pearl Tranche 1 and Project Pearl Tranche 2. 
The first of these tranches? was sold to The Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland and 
the second tranche was sold to Mars Capital No. 3 Limited and Mars Capital No. 4 Limited.

13/07/2017WRG00700Banking Sector Data

13/07/2017WRG00800151. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of rent receiv-
ers appointed to date in 2017 in respect of buy-to-let properties for each of the State-supported 
banks; the number of buy-to-let properties affected by such appointments; the number of rent 
receivers expected to be appointed over the remainder of 2016; the detail of the operation of the 
rent receivers; the impact on the tenants concerned; the Government’s policy on the appoint-
ment of rent receivers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33786/17]

13/07/2017WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The data requested by the Deputy is not 
retained in the Department of Finance. Officials have referred the question to the relevant banks 
and have received the following responses in this regard:

AIB: 

“AIB has not appointed any rent receivers in 2017. The Bank appoints Fixed Asset Receiv-
ers with the purpose of selling the asset. Where the Power of Sale is not available, the Receiver 
will collect rent if available. 

AIB has appointed Receivers to c .700 properties to date in 2017 of which c. 50% i.e. 350 
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are buy to let properties. The bank cannot anticipate the number of Fixed Asset Receivers that 
will be appointed for the remainder of 2017 as it is dependent on borrower cooperation in reach-
ing sustainable solutions.”

PTSB:

“PTSB has appointed a Rent Receiver over 101 properties for the period 01/01/17 – 30/06/17.

It is expected that a further 100 appointments will be carried out for the remainder of 2017.

 “A Rent Receiver is appointed by the bank who operates as an agent of the borrower, col-
lects rent from the tenant(s) and directs it to the borrower’s mortgage account, together with 
attending to property related issues the tenant may have, in accordance with the lease agree-
ment. It is the banks intention that the existing tenant(s) once they are paying rent, remain in the 
property where possible.”

13/07/2017WRG01000Credit Union Data

13/07/2017WRG01100152. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount and purpose of 
public funding that has been required to date by the credit union sector; the amount collected 
from credit unions by way of the levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33787/17]

13/07/2017WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are currently three funds in place 
which can be utilised under certain conditions to fund credit unions, two of which have been 
supported by public funding.  

1. The Credit Institutions Resolution Fund (CIRF)

The CIRF was established under Section 10(1) of the Central Bank and Credit Institutions 
(Resolution) Act 2011 (2011 Act). The Government contributed €250m to the Fund in Decem-
ber 2011 to provide a source of funding for the resolution of financial instability in, or an immi-
nent serious threat to the financial stability of an authorised credit institution, and in particular- 

- To reimburse the Minister for any provision of a financial incentive pursuant to section 46;

- To provide funds for any payment required pursuant to section 37(1), 42(5), 48 or 98;

- With written consent of the Minister, to provide capital for a bridge-bank; and

- To meet the Bank’s expenses in discharging its functions under this Act.

The CIRF Levy commenced in October 2012 and levies collected from credit unions to date 
amount to €36.8m. Approximately €30m has been provided to support resolution actions in the 
credit union sector. 

2. The Stabilisation Fund

In accordance with Part 4 of the Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators 
Act 2012 credit unions contribute annually to a statutory Stabilisation Fund.  The Stabilisation 
Fund, contained within the Credit Union Fund, is available to all credit unions with a reserve 
ratio equal to or greater than 7.5% of the credit union’s total assets and less than 10% and where 
the Central Bank assesses the credit union as viable. Stabilisation support will be provided 
to address short-term problems at credit unions that are viable but undercapitalised. Payment 
of an annual Stabilisation Levy commenced in 2015 (for a period commencing on 1 October 
2014) and to date levies collected  amount to €9.9m. There have been no drawdowns, to date, 
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from the Stabilisation Fund. A review of the Stabilisation Levy will be carried out in 2017.

3. The Credit Union Fund

The Credit Union Fund was established under section 57 of the Credit Union and Co-op-
eration with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 (2012 Act) for a number of purposes including the 
provision of stabilisation support, but primarily to provide a source of financial support for the 
restructuring of credit unions under the Credit Union Restructuring Board (ReBo) and to meet 
the expenses of ReBo in discharging its functions. The Government provided €250 million? 
to the Credit Union Fund specifically for restructuring under ReBo. The Restructuring Levy 
(ReBo Levy) is provided for under section 47 of the 2012 Act and commenced in 2014. To 
date levies collected amount to approximately €9.4m. The Minister for Finance recently signed 
ReBo Levy Regulations for 2017 for a levy amount of €1.6m which is due to issue to credit 
unions shortly. This will bring the total restructuring levy for the sector to €11m, circa 50% of 
ReBo’s total gross expenditure. Approximately €22.6m has been drawn from the Credit Union 
Fund for restructuring purposes. ReBo concluded its restructuring work on 31 March 2017 and 
is currently being wound down.

13/07/2017WRG01300Credit Union Data

13/07/2017WRG01400153. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of credit unions 
which have been approved and declined respectively for additional services in the past five 
years; the number of applications ongoing; and the length of time it takes on average from pre-
liminary application stage to full approval. [33788/17]

13/07/2017WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Credit Union Act 1997 (the 1997 
Act) and the Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016 (which set 
out services exempt from additional services regulations) set out the services that a credit union 
may provide to its members. These include loans; savings; account access by phone; account 
access by internet; third party payments (including EFT); ATM services; bureau de change; 
certain insurance services on an agency basis; group health insurance; bill payment; money 
transfers; standing orders; direct debits; financial counselling; PRSAs on an introduction basis 
and insurance on an introduction basis. 

Where a credit union wishes to provide services to its members, other than those services 
that are provided for under the 1997 Act, an application may be made to the Central Bank for 
approval to provide such additional services in accordance with the provisions set out in sec-
tions 48-51 of the 1997 Act.

As set out in communications to the sector the Central Bank is, in principle, supportive of 
credit unions developing additional services and will consider proposals from credit unions on 
new additional services they wish to provide to members, where the credit union can demon-
strate that:

-  the proposed additional service is supported by a robust business case;

-  the proposed additional service is not contrary to financial services legislation;

-  the board of directors has a sound appreciation of the nature of the additional service pro-
posed and is fully informed of the strategic, governance, risk management, operational, finan-
cial and legal implications involved; and 

-  systems and controls are in place to ensure any risks involved in the provision of the ad-
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ditional service are managed and mitigated. 

I have been informed by the Central Bank that in the last five years, 11 applications for addi-
tional services have been approved and no application has been declined. The majority of these 
applications have related to the Central Bank approved suite of additional services known as 
a Member Personal Current Account Service (MPCAS) under the Additional Services Frame-
work set out in sections 48-52 of the Credit Union Act, 1997.  

This service, provides for credit unions to offer debit cards, overdrafts and a full range of 
payment services within an appropriate risk framework.  

Since the Central Bank approved the MPCAS suite of additional services there has been 
strong interest in this service and the Central Bank is currently processing a significant number 
of applications, which are at different stages of assessment but the majority are currently at 
an advanced stage. Details and application forms for the MPCAS service are available on the 
Central Bank website. 

I have been further informed by the Central Bank that the timescale from preliminary appli-
cation stage to full approval depends on the quality of information provided. Where the applica-
tion form has been fully completed and contains or includes all of the information requested, the 
Central Bank endeavours to turn around the application as quickly as possible.

13/07/2017WRG01600EU Budget Contribution

13/07/2017WRG01700154. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the gross contribution Ire-
land has made to the European Union budget per annum from 2010 to 2016; the estimated 
contribution in 2017; the net benefit or contribution made in each year, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33790/17]

13/07/2017WRG01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware and as 
outlined in the table below, Ireland became a net contributor to the EU budget in 2014. 

EU Budget payments and public sector receipt data are published annually by the Depart-
ment of Finance in the Budget Statistics publication. The public sector receipt measure captures 
funds under ‘shared management’ between national and EU authorities. In addition, the EU also 
pays some additional receipts directly to private beneficiaries under ‘centralised direct manage-
ment’, most notably under the EU research funding programme.

For ease of reference, Ireland’s receipts from and contributions to the EU Budget for the 
years 2010 to 2015 are set out in the following table:

Year Public Sec-
tor Receipts 

- €m

Direct Man-
agement 
Receipts* 

- €m

Total re-
ceipts

Payments to 
EU Budget 

- €m

Net Receipts 
- €m

2010 1885.3 80.4 1965.7 1352.4 613.3
2011 1950.2 80.2 2030.4 1349.7 680.7
2012 1837.7 108.8 1946.5 1393.2 553.3
2013 1672.9 113.0 1785.9 1726.2 59.7
2014 1419.7 83.9 1503.6 1685.5 -181.9
2015 1770.9 147.7 1918.6 1952.1 -33.5

Source: Department of Finance
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* - Direct Management - funds which are awarded and spent directly by the Commission. 
These are primarily research receipts.

Ireland’s contribution to the EU budget in 2016 was c. €2,022 million. In relation to receipts 
for 2016, a final outturn will be published as part of the Budget Statistics report which is due to 
be published in the Autumn. 

According to Budget 2017, my Department  forecasts that our contribution to the EU budget 
will be c. €2,400 million in 2017. However, this forecast is contingent on a number of variables, 
including the size of the overall EU budget for the year and other EU budget operational devel-
opments which will only emerge as the year progresses.

13/07/2017WRG01900VAT Rate Reductions

13/07/2017WRG02000155. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the approximate cost of reduc-
ing VAT on professional fees in the construction sector. [33986/17]

13/07/2017WRG02100156. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the approximate cost of reduc-
ing VAT on professional fees on residential construction only and not on commercial or indus-
trial construction. [33987/17]

13/07/2017WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 155 
and 156 together.

I am advised by the Revenue commissioners that the information provided to Revenue on 
tax returns does not require traders to identify the yield generated from specific products or 
types of activities. Therefore there is no data available to Revenue on which to base an estimate 
the effect of changing the VAT rate on professional fees in the construction sector.

The EU VAT Directive (Council Directive 2006/112/EC), with which Irish VAT law must 
comply, provides a list of those supplies of goods and services to which VAT rates lower than 
the standard rate may be applied. As professional fees on construction are not included on this 
list, Member States are precluded from reducing the VAT rate on such services below the stan-
dard VAT rate. 

It should also be noted that where VAT is chargeable on construction services supplied or 
on the sale of developed property, including residential property, the supplier can reclaim VAT 
on any professional fees incurred in respect of those activities so that such VAT would not be a 
cost to the supplier.

13/07/2017WRG02400Property Tax Data

13/07/2017WRG02500157. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the approximate cost of allowing 
local property tax as an allowable expense for the purposes of rental income relief. [33988/17]

13/07/2017WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the es-
timated cost of allowing the Local Property Tax as an allowable expense for the purposes of 
rental income is in the region of €22 million. This estimate is calculated on the basis of Local 
Property Tax returns where it was indicated that a property was a non-principal private resi-
dence, and assumes that each taxpayer would have sufficient rental income against which to 
offset the amount of LPT paid.
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13/07/2017WRG02700Tax Exemptions

13/07/2017WRG02800158. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the approximate cost of abolish-
ing section 48 development levies in budget 2018 if the Government was to cover the shortfall 
in local authority budgets. [33989/17]

13/07/2017WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
development contributions as described under Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act 
of 2000 (Number 30 of 2000). The amount  collected from such contributions and therefore the 
revenue foregone in the event of their abolition would be a matter for my colleague the Minister 
for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.

13/07/2017WRG03000Tax Exemptions

13/07/2017WRG03100159. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the approximate cost of abolish-
ing section 48 development levies in budget 2018, if the government was to cover the shortfall 
in local authority budgets just for new apartment buildings. [33990/17]

13/07/2017WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
development contributions as described under Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act 
of 2000 (number 30 of 2000). The amount  collected from such contributions and therefore the 
revenue foregone in the event of their abolition would be a matter for my colleague the Minister 
for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.

13/07/2017WRG03300Tax Code

13/07/2017WRG03400160. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance if developers can avail of 
both the development contribution rebate scheme and the help to buy scheme simultaneously. 
[33991/17]

13/07/2017WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive is an 
income tax based incentive available to the first time buyers of new homes or those who wish to 
build their own first home. The refund available under the incentive, while provided to develop-
ers in certain cases, is actually relief to the home purchaser to assist them in obtaining a deposit 
to put towards the cost of their new home.

The development contribution rebate scheme is primarily a matter for the Minister for 
Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government. However, I understand that there are 
no restrictions on that scheme in terms of its availability in conjunction with the HTB incentive.

13/07/2017WRG03600Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRG03700161. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance the way his 
Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with disabilities during 
2017. [34032/17]

13/07/2017WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department is aware of it’s obliga-
tions as set out in the Disability Act of 2005. In line with the legislation a Disability Liaison 
Officer (DLO) and Access Officers are in place within the Department.   The contact details for 
these officers are available of the Department’s website. 
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http://www.finance.gov.ie/who-we-are/acess-officers-department/access-officers-
department#overlay-context  =

The Department works closely with the National Disability Authority (NDA)  in ensuring 
its compliance with the legislation in relation to the employment of persons with disabilities and 
since 2014, the Department’s obligations under the legislation have been satisfied. 

The DLO attends bi-monthly Disability Liaison Officer Network meetings to share knowl-
edge and assist other DLOs across the Civil Service, as well as engaging with staff in accessing 
training and learning events, where needed. An example of engagement includes during 2016 
and 2017, the Department employed speed typists to assist staff at various learning events. 

Over the last year, a major refurbishment project was undertaken by OPW here in Govern-
ment Buildings on Merrion Street.  As part of this project, for example, electronic access doors 
have been installed to assist the movement of staff across our campus.  Ergonomic assessments 
are currently being undertaken for all staff in both in the Merrion St. campus and our offices in 
Tullamore.

The Department’s Press Office is currently works closely with the IT function on a redesign 
of the Department’s Website in order to be more user friendly and I can confirm that the Press 
Office and the Corporate Office have not received any requests for information, outside of the 
standard written format, for example through Braille, in 2016 or 2017.

13/07/2017WRG03900Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRG04000162. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance the investment by his Depart-
ment since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34067/17]

13/07/2017WRG04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department does not make invest-
ments from its Vote other than the routine acquisition of IT equipment and systems and certain 
premises expenses relating to the buildings it occupies. 

Therefore, there were no investments by my Department during the period in question in 
County Louth and parts of east County Meath.

13/07/2017WRG04200Universal Social Charge Data

13/07/2017WRG04300163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
are subject to USC with income over €70,044. [34090/17]

13/07/2017WRG04400164. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
are subject to USC. [34091/17]

13/07/2017WRG04500165. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
are exempt from USC. [34092/17]

13/07/2017WRG04600166. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
paid USC in 2016 and are expected to pay in 2017. [34093/17]

13/07/2017WRG04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 163 
to 166, inclusive, together.
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I am advised by Revenue that the breakdown of the numbers of income earners at the differ-
ent USC rates (including numbers of those exempt) from 2012 to 2014 is available at

http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/income-distributors/usc-rates.pd. 

The tax year 2014 is the most recent year for which complete tax returns data are available 
at present. However, I am further advised that the Revenue Ready Reckoner, available athttp://
www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows on page 3 pro-
jections for 2017 for the same breakdown of earners.

13/07/2017WRG05100Universal Social Charge Application

13/07/2017WRG05200167. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure equality of treat-
ment for self-employed persons by removing the 3% USC surcharge. [34137/17]

13/07/2017WRG05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The 3% USC surcharge is payable on 
self-assessed income in excess of €100,000.  When the USC was introduced in 2011 it was ac-
companied by a series of other reform measures designed to simplify the tax system and widen 
the tax base in order to raise the revenues required at that time.  

One of these measures was the removal of the €75,000 income ceiling for employees, above 
which PRSI was not payable.  This ceiling was removed for all employees in 2011, with the 
result that employees on incomes in excess of €75,000 became liable to an additional 4% charge 
on that portion of their income. At the same time the PRSI rate for self-assessed income earners 
was increased from 3% to 4%.

The 3% USC surcharge on non-PAYE income in excess of €100,000 was introduced in 
tandem with the removal of the PRSI ceiling of €75,000 as, in the absence of this measure, 
self-assessed high income earners would have benefitted when compared to their PAYE coun-
terparts from the tax package introduced in Budget 2011.  On the basis of fairness, this could 
not have been countenanced at the time.

With regard to equality of treatment, the Deputy will be aware that, while Employer PRSI 
contributions of 8.5% and 10.75% are payable in respect of employees, no similar contribution 
is payable by the self-employed. In addition, the self-employed also continue to benefit from a 
broader expense deduction regime than that available to employees. 

The Government’s plans to reduce the income tax burden for all taxpayers, with a particular 
focus on low to middle income earners, were clearly stated in the Programme for Government 
published in May 2016.

The Programme for Government recognises that high personal tax rates in Ireland discour-
age work and jobs and have a negative impact on our international competitiveness. Therefore, 
it contains a commitment for a medium-term income tax reform plan that keeps the tax base 
broad, while reducing excessive tax rates for middle income earners, and limiting the benefit for 
high earners. We must appreciate the value of retaining the incentive to work, to enable those 
who work hard to provide for their families and generate further economic growth through em-
ployment and expenditure in the domestic economy.

Preparations for Budget 2018 are now under way. As the Deputy will be aware, changes to 
one particular tax, such as USC, are not considered in isolation. They must be considered as 
part of the overall Budget process encompassing both revenue and expenditure measures and in 
the context of available resources. Any announcement in relation to changes to the income tax 
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system, including USC, would normally be made as part of the Budget and I am not inclined to 
diverge from this practice.

13/07/2017WRG05400Budget Submissions

13/07/2017WRG05500168. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the pre-budget 
submission by a group (details supplied) with a view to introducing measures in the 2018 bud-
get which will support the retail sector that is facing many challenges; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34138/17]

13/07/2017WRG05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In keeping with tradition, I do not pro-
pose to comment on Budget issues in advance of the forthcoming Budget.

13/07/2017WRH00200Tax Code

13/07/2017WRH00300169. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
paid the domicile levy who were tax exiles; his views on whether this levy ensures that tax ex-
iles pay a fair proportion of tax here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34154/17]

13/07/2017WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Domicile Levy was introduced in 
the Finance Act 2010 to ensure that wealthy individuals make a contribution to the State during 
a time of economic and fiscal difficulty.  It applies to Irish domiciled individuals, wherever they 
are resident, who:  

have a world-wide income greater than €1 million 

own Irish property greater than €5 million; and 

pay €200,000 or less in Irish income tax. 

Irish tax residence is not a requirement for the Levy to apply.

The amount of the levy is €200,000 and is payable annually where these conditions are met.   

The Domicile Levy is payable on or before 31 October in the year following the valuation 
date on a self-assessment basis. For example, the due date in respect of 2015 was 31 October 
2016. The valuation date is 31 December each year. The legislation providing for the Domicile 
Levy does not require an individual to confirm a place of residence on the return made to Rev-
enue.

For the tax years 2010 and 2011, it was a requirement that the person liable be both an Irish 
citizen and Irish domiciled. The requirement to be an Irish citizen was removed for the tax year 
2012 and later years.

The purpose of the Levy is to ensure that Irish-domiciled individuals who meet certain 
criteria make a contribution to the Exchequer, irrespective of where they are resident for tax 
purposes.

Where the Levy applies to an individual for a tax year, he or she is entitled to credit any Irish 
income tax paid for that year against the amount of the Levy.

The following table sets out the number of persons who have filed Domicile Levy returns 
and the amount collected since commencement. The table excludes 2016, which is not due until 
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31 October 2017. 

Levy Year No of Persons Amount Collected   (€m)
2010 32 €3.43
2011 33 €3.69
2012 24 €2.44
2013 20 €1.90
2014 13 €2.02
2015 13 €2.30

13/07/2017WRH00500Insurance Costs

13/07/2017WRH00600170. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has 
been drawn to the financial pressure being experienced by livestock markets as a result of rock-
eting insurance costs; the steps his Department is taking to address the rising costs of insurance 
for marts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34192/17]

13/07/2017WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This matter has been brought to my 
attention and was the subject of a Topical Issue discussion last week. In preparation for this dis-
cussion, my officials contacted Insurance Ireland who advised that livestock marts have signifi-
cant exposure to injuries to employees and members of the public. This has resulted in claims 
occurring with a level of frequency which has led to a reduction in market capacity due to the 
hazardous nature of the risk. In response, insurers have developed active risk management pro-
grammes in order to try to reduce the level of accidents and injuries. In addition, I understand 
that insurers have been working with marts with a view to implementing improvements in man-
agement practices and facilities to reduce claims as this is the key area to manage claim costs.

However, Insurance Ireland has advised that they are not aware of any recent major in-
creases in the cost insurance for agricultural mart owners. However, if the Deputy is aware of 
a specific issue facing an individual mart owner, I recommend that he or the mart owner raise 
it with Insurance Ireland who I understand are happy to discuss the issue as part of their free 
Insurance Information Service for those who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation 
to obtaining insurance.  Insurance Ireland can be contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu 
or 01-6761914. 

The Deputy should also note that in my role as  Minister for Finance I am responsible for the 
development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor the Central 
Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as these matters 
are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on an assessment 
of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for in-
surance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which require insurance 
companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  
Consequently, I am not in a position to review individual cases nor to direct insurance com-
panies as to the pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply in particular cases. 

Nevertheless, it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise the market and 
deal with factors contributing to the availability and cost of insurance.  In terms of measures 
being taken to tackle the cost of employer and public liability, the Deputy will be aware that 
this is being examined as part of the second phase of the Cost of Insurance Working Group. 
The Working Group is building upon the previous work done in the motor phase in order to 
determine how it can be applied in the employer and public liability insurance claims areas. The 
Working Group is also considering the impact of the cost of insurance on the competitiveness of 
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particular business sectors, the impact of health and safety issues on the cost of insurance and 
other market issues. 

The Working Group has held extensive consultations with a range of stakeholders including 
the Irish Farmers Association, who provided a submission to the Working Group. This issue 
was not raised in their submission.

It is envisaged that the final results of the second phase will take the form of an addendum to 
the existing Report. As with the first phase, the aim is for all relevant bodies and stakeholders to 
work together in order to deliver fairer premiums for businesses without unnecessary delay.  As 
it is likely that employer and public liability risks is a factor in the cost of insurance for marts, 
any recommendations emerging from this review should be of relevance to the mart sector.

Questions Nos. 171 and 172 answered with Question No. 145.

13/07/2017WRH01000Tax Reliefs Data

13/07/2017WRH01100173. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the full year cost of reduc-
ing the life assurance exit tax from 41% to 39%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34205/17]

13/07/2017WRH01200174. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the full year cost of reduc-
ing DIRT from 39% to 37%; the cost of reducing the life assurance exit tax from 41% to 37%; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34206/17]

13/07/2017WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173 
and 174 together.

I am informed by Revenue that it is estimated the cost of reducing the Life Assurance Exit 
Tax rate from 41% to 39% and 37% would be in the order of €11 million and €22 million re-
spectively.

As the Deputy is aware, in Budget 2017 I announced that the rate of DIRT will be decreased 
by two percentage points each year for the next 4 years until it reaches 33 per cent.  This will 
cost €9 million in 2017 and an estimated full year cost of €36 million which will incur in 2020.

13/07/2017WRH01500Tax Reliefs Data

13/07/2017WRH01600175. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the full year cost of increas-
ing the lifetime limit for CGT entrepreneur relief to €1 million, €5 million, €10 million and €15 
million, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34207/17]

13/07/2017WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to the Revised Entrepreneur Relief provided for in s. 597AA of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997. I am advised by Revenue that the current lifetime limit applicable to this relief is €1 
million in chargeable gains. The cost of increasing this limit to each of the amounts suggested 
by the Deputy is shown in the following table:

Proposed Lifetime Limit Full Year Cost €m
€5 million 49
€10 million 54
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€15 million 56

13/07/2017WRH01800Tax Yield

13/07/2017WRH01900176. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the full year tax yield from 
equalising the tax on diesel with the tax on petrol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34208/17]

13/07/2017WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that the full 
year tax yield from equalising the tax on diesel with the tax on petrol is estimated at €337 mil-
lion assuming no change in behaviour.

13/07/2017WRH02100Tax Data

13/07/2017WRH02200177. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the full year cost of increas-
ing the single and widowed marginal tax band to €33,900, €34,900, €35,900, €36,900, €37,900 
and €38,900, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34209/17]

13/07/2017WRH02300178. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the full year cost of increas-
ing the married one income marginal tax band to €42,900, €43,900, €44,900, €45,900, €46,900 
and €47,900, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34210/17]

13/07/2017WRH02400179. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the full year cost of increas-
ing the married two income marginal tax band to €67,800, €68,800, €69,800, €70,800, €71,800 
and €72,800, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34211/17]

13/07/2017WRH02500182. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the full year cost or yield 
from merging the first band of USC below €12,012 with the second band of USC from €12,012 
to €18,772 at a rate 0.5%, 1%, 1.5%, 2% and 2.5% respectively leaving all else equal with USC; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34214/17]

13/07/2017WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 177 to 
179, inclusive, and 182 together.

I am advised by Revenue that a Post-Budget 2017 Ready Reckoner is available on the Rev-
enue Statistics webpage at 

  http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reckoner/
index.aspx. 

This Ready Reckoner shows a wide range of detailed information, including the estimated 
cost or yield to the Exchequer of widening the standard tax rate bands and the cost of reducing 
the USC rates. While the Ready Reckoner does not show all of the specific costings requested 
by the Deputy, other changes can be estimated on a pro-rata basis with those displayed in the 
Reckoner. 

The figures provided in the Ready Reckoner are estimates from the Revenue tax forecasting 
model using latest actual data for the year 2014, adjusted as necessary for income, self-employ-
ment and employment trends in the interim. They are estimated by reference to projected 2017 
incomes. They are provisional and may be revised.

13/07/2017WRH02900Tax Data
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13/07/2017WRH03000180. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the first year cost of defer-
ring income tax on share based remuneration for employees; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34212/17]

13/07/2017WRH03100181. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the first year cost of defer-
ring income tax on share based remuneration for employees of small and medium-sized enter-
prises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34213/17]

13/07/2017WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 180 
and 181 together.

I am advised by Revenue that as share based remuneration, in general, is taxed under the 
PAYE system, it is not possible to separately identify the yield to the Exchequer from such 
share awards. There is therefore no basis to estimate the cost of deferring income tax on such 
remuneration for employees.

The Deputy may be interested in the ‘Cost of Tax Expenditures’ table published by the Rev-
enue Commissioners and available at http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-
revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx.

This table provides the cost of a number of share based remuneration incentive schemes 
from 2004 to 2014. The table will be updated shortly with the 2015 figures.

Similarly, there is no basis to estimate the cost of deferring income tax due on share based 
remuneration for employees of small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs), generally.  How-
ever, as the Deputy will be aware, following a pubic consultation on the tax treatment of share 
based remuneration conducted in 2016, it was announced in the last Budget that work had 
commenced on the development of a new, SME-focussed, share-based incentive scheme, to be 
introduced in Budget 2018. 

Work on this new incentive is ongoing. In this regard my officials are engaging with the 
European Commission to ensure that the incentive complies with EU State Aid rules, and it will 
be possible to provide an estimated cost for this targeted incentive when the relevant parameters 
are finalised.

Employee participation in their company’s ownership and profits has been shown to in-
crease competitiveness and support employment and growth. The incentive to be introduced in 
Budget 2018, is expected to support Irish SMEs in the attraction and retention of key individu-
als, thereby helping those SMEs in the ongoing development of their businesses.

Question No. 182 answered with Question No. 177.

13/07/2017WRH03500Travel Insurance

13/07/2017WRH03600183. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of complaints 
that have been made in each of the past four years in respect of travel insurance products; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34250/17]

13/07/2017WRH03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance does not 
hold information on complaints taken in relation to travel insurance products. However, the 
Financial Services Ombudsman (“FSO”) collects such data and publishes it each year as part of 
their annual review. The mission statement of the FSO is to “resolve disputes between consum-
ers and financial service providers in a fair, timely and impartial manner and to contribute to 
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enhancing the financial services environment for all consumers”. 

According to the Annual Reports of the Financial Services Ombudsman the number of com-
plaints that have been made to the FSO in each since 2011 in respect of travel insurance are as 
follows:

Year No of complaints received by the FSO   
2016 137 
2015 170 
2014 203 
2013 234 
2012 325 
2011 361 
The figures show that the number of complaints received each year has been decreasing 

steadily since 2011. 

In addition, according to the official statistics of the Central Statistics Office, there has been 
no change in the price of travel insurance since May 2016. 

Since 2009, the price of travel insurance has remained stable. In May 2009 the index was at 
98.8, it is currently at 100.  During the intervening years it has gone up and down, reaching no 
higher than 107.5. 

The FSO annual reports are available on its website at https://www.financialombudsman.ie/
publications/ 

13/07/2017WRH03800NAMA Operations

13/07/2017WRH03900184. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of credible bid-
ders identified by NAMA in each of the off-market loan sales with a total value of €795 million 
conducted on foot of the agency receiving legal or commercial advice to do so; the number of 
such loans conducted for this reason since 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34251/17]

13/07/2017WRH04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy is referring 
to information originally provided in reply to Parliamentary Question 220 of 21 March 2017. 
In that reply, information was provided in relation to exceptions approved by NAMA over the 
period 2014-2016 to its policy of open marketing of loans by NAMA and of assets by its debtors 
and receivers. Therefore, the figure of €795m in the Deputy’s question refers to both asset and 
loan disposals.

In particular, reference was made to the first category of exceptions to the open marketing 
policy, that is, cases where specific written advice (either legal or professional) has been ob-
tained by NAMA recommending that open marketing should not be pursued for commercial 
or legal reasons. The total number of transactions in this category - which includes both loan 
and asset disposals -  was 126 and the total value was €795m. Given that open marketing was 
precluded for legal or commercial reasons, the transactions did not involve multiple bidders.

13/07/2017WRH04100NAMA Operations
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13/07/2017WRH04200185. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if NAMA has completed 
the process of the compiling of off-market loan sales carried out between 2010 and 2013; if 
so, when the records will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34252/17]

13/07/2017WRH04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
information originally provided in reply to Parliamentary Question 220 of 21 March 2017.  In 
that reply, information was provided on exceptions approved by NAMA, over the period 2014-
2016, to its policy of open marketing of loans by NAMA and of assets by its debtors and receiv-
ers.  I assume that the Deputy is now seeking corresponding information for the period from 
2010 to 2013.    

As the Deputy will be aware, NAMA does not own property, and its role in relation to prop-
erty is as a secured lender.  As a result, where properties and assets over which NAMA holds 
a charge are being sold, the sales process is managed by the property owner or by a receiv-
er.  NAMA does not manage the sales process, but NAMA guidelines require that a property 
be openly marketed, with the property owner or receiver appointing a sales agent to market the 
property and ensure that the sale is conducted in an open and transparent manner.  As secured 
lender, NAMA’s approval of the sale is required before its security can be released to complete 
the sale.

While NAMA normally requires that its debtors and receivers comply with its open mar-
keting policy, that policy was never intended to be applied rigidly and inflexibly.  NAMA is 
required to act in a commercial manner and open marketing does not necessarily provide the 
best financial return in all circumstances. For some transactions, exceptions to the open market-
ing policy may be required for legal or commercial reasons. In such cases, NAMA’s approval 
is required. 

I am advised that the NAMA Board policy provides for four categories of exceptions to its 
policy of open marketing. 

One exceptions category relates to cases where specific written advice (either legal or pro-
fessional) has been obtained by NAMA recommending that open marketing should not be 
pursued for commercial or legal reasons.  Included in this category are transactions involving 
defective security and transactions involving the sale of assets where there were legal impedi-
ments to open market sales.  These included cases involving existing ownership agreements 
and third parties with legal entitlements or pre-emption rights relating to the assets.  Assets 
are offered at the appraised market value confirmed by way of independent valuation report 
received by NAMA. Over the period 2010-2013, I am advised by NAMA that 27 transactions 
valued at €74m fell into this category. 

A second exceptions category relates to cases where a government or State entity has ap-
proached NAMA to purchase an asset for legitimate reasons in the public interest.  NAMA’s 
Business Plan, which was published in July 2010, stated that NAMA would engage proactively 
with Government departments, local authorities, State agencies and other appropriate bodies in 
relation to their possible need for land/properties.  This includes the sale of sites for the provi-
sion of primary and secondary schools, properties and sites sold to local authorities and to vari-
ous Government departments and State agencies and sites identified by IDA Ireland as suitable 
for Foreign Direct Investment.  Derogations are applied in instances where the purchaser is 
an existing tenant or where an existing business is looking to expand into an adjoining NA-
MA-secured property or site.  Such derogations are dependent on achieving the current market 
value as determined by an independent valuation. Over the period 2010-2013, I am advised by 
NAMA that 17 transactions valued at €27m fell into this category. 
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A third exceptions category arises where NAMA, through NARPS, acquires assets for so-
cial housing purposes from NAMA debtors or receivers for onward leasing to Approved Hous-
ing Bodies (AHBs).  NAMA, through its special purpose vehicle NARPS, purchased properties 
from its debtors and receivers for onward long-term leasing to local authorities or AHBs.  In 
addition, AHBs directly purchased residential properties for social housing purposes. Such der-
ogations are dependent on achieving the current market value as determined by independent 
market valuations. Over the period 2010-2013, I am advised by NAMA that 14 transactions 
valued at €35m fell into this category.  

A fourth exceptions category relates to cases where the asset is the subject of a compulsory 
purchase order (CPO) by a State body or local authority. Over the period 2010-2013, I am ad-
vised by NAMA that no transactions fell into this category.

13/07/2017WRH04400Universal Social Charge Data

13/07/2017WRH04500186. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons pay-
ing the 8% rate of USC in each year since it was introduced; the yield in each year from the 8% 
rate; the estimated revenue loss from reducing the rate to 5% and 4% respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34253/17]

13/07/2017WRH04600187. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons pay-
ing the 11% rate of USC in each year since it was introduced; the yield in each year from the 
11% rate; the estimated revenue loss from reducing the rate to 5% and 4% respectively; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34254/17]

13/07/2017WRH04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 186 
and 187 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the number of taxpayers paying USC at 
each rate is available on the Revenue website at 

  http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/income-distributors/usc-rates.
pdf

The 7% rate of USC was increased to 8% for incomes in excess of €70,044 in Budget 2015. 
The USC yield on such incomes in 2015 was estimated at €989 million. This estimate includes 
the amount of USC paid at 8% by those who also pay the 3% USC surcharge that applies to the 
self-employed on the portion of their income over €100,000.

The 3% USC surcharge has been in effect since the introduction of the USC in 2011 and its 
yield is as follows:

Year Yield   (Million €)
2011 53
2012 54
2013 51
2014 49
2015 88
In relation to reducing the 8% USC rate to 5%, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners 

that the estimated cost on a first year and full year basis is €343m and €440m respectively. The 
cost on a first year and full year basis of reducing the 8% USC rate to 4% is €457m and €587m 
respectively.
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Following clarification from the Deputy’s office as to the information sought by the Deputy, 
I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the first and full year cost of abolishing the 
3% surcharge on self-employed earners is €69m and €123m respectively. The combined effect 
of the abolition of the 3% surcharge for self-employed earners and the reduction of the 8% USC 
rate to 5% on a first year and full year basis is €412m and €563m respectively. The combined 
cost of reducing the 8% USC rate to 4% and abolishing the 3% surcharge on self-employed 
earners on a first year and full year basis is €526m and €710m respectively.

These estimates have been generated by reference to 2017 incomes as calculated on the 
basis of actual data for the year 2014, the latest year for which returns are available, adjusted 
as necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends in the interim. The estimates 
are provisional and may be revised.

13/07/2017WRH04900Tracker Mortgages Examination

13/07/2017WRH05000188. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if all customers incorrectly 
denied a tracker rate mortgage, including those that were affected prior to 2013, will be com-
pensated by their respective lenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34256/17]

13/07/2017WRH05100189. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated compensa-
tion and redress bill banks will have to meet to rectify the issue of persons incorrectly removed 
from their tracker rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34257/17]

13/07/2017WRH05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 188 
and 189 together.

The Central Bank Tracker Mortgage Examination requires lenders, which offered tracker 
interest rate mortgages to their customers, to review all mortgage accounts from the date when 
the lender commenced offering tracker interest mortgages until 31 December 2015 in respect of 
both Private Dwelling Houses and Buy-to-Let properties:

-  that originated on tracker interest rates;

-  that had tracker interest rates applied at any stage during the term of the underlying mort-
gage agreements; and/or

-  where the underlying mortgage agreements provided for contractual rights to or options 
for tracker interest rates at any stage during the term of the agreements. 

All tracker mortgage accounts that fall within this scope are covered by the Examination.   
Where lenders identify impacted customers, they are required to put in place a redress and 
compensation scheme in accordance with the Framework and Principles for Redress set down 
by the Central Bank. 

The Central Bank Examination is still on-going and final figures on redress and compensa-
tion will not be available until it is completed.  However, the Tracker Examination is a priority 
for the Central Bank and it has set specific timelines for lenders to complete Phase 2 of the 
Examination, which identifies impacted customers, the last of which will be completed no later 
than end September 2017.  Lenders are currently at varying stages of the review and some lend-
ers have already commenced redress and compensation payments. As the Deputy is aware, the 
most recent Central Bank update report on the Examination was published in March 2017 and 
it indicated that, as at end February 2017, 9,900 impacted customer accounts were identified by 
lenders. At that date lenders had contacted the majority of these accounts requiring rate rectifi-
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cation. Of the accounts identified as impacted, approximately €78m has been paid out in redress 
and compensation to approximately 2,600 accounts. 

The Central Bank has also advised that a further update will be provided on the Examination 
in autumn 2017.

13/07/2017WRJ00300Fiscal Policy

13/07/2017WRJ00400190. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the estimated €3 billion 
surplus due to be paid to the State by NAMA can be spent outside of fiscal rules; if it must be 
used to reduce the national debt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34258/17]

13/07/2017WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The fiscal rules are designed to pro-
mote budgetary discipline and underpin sustainable economic growth.  While Ireland’s econo-
my is growing and debt is on a downward trajectory, the debt level is still comparably high and 
caution must be exercised due to the potential of roll-over risk should interest rates increase.  
We are a small and very open economy in a world that has more risks than usual.  Compli-
ance with the fiscal rules underpins the Government’s objective of maintaining sound public 
finances.  Furthermore, any additional expenditure outside of the limits set by the expenditure 
benchmark could result in a deviation under the fiscal rules which, if the State does not take ef-
fective action within a relevant deadline, could result in the European Commission applying an 
interest bearing deposit.  Additionally, aside from financial penalties there could be a potential 
for adverse debt market outcomes and reduced confidence in the Irish economy.

Currently NAMA expects to redeem 100% of its guaranteed senior debt by the end of 2017 
and expects to redeem its subordinated debt in March 2020.  NAMA will focus on completing 
its ongoing deleveraging, its Dublin Docklands SDZ and residential funding programmes in the 
interim period to 2020.  NAMA’s 2016 Annual Report which provides further insight into the 
Agency’s expectations regarding these activities was laid before the Oireachtas on 1 June 2017 
and is also available on NAMA’s website via: https://www.nama.ie/about-us/publications/an-
nual-reports/.  As the Deputy will be aware, it is through the successful completion of these 
objectives that NAMA currently projects a surplus in the region of €3 bn to be returned to the 
State once it completes it work.

As per section 60(2) of the NAMA Act 2009, NAMA may use surplus funds to redeem and 
cancel its debt.  Surplus funds may only be returned to the Central Fund once NAMA’s debt has 
been redeemed in full.

As has been discussed with EUROSTAT, from an accounting perspective, once the senior 
debt, subordinated debt, and private investors have been repaid then NAMA (the Agency), 
which is in Government, would be the sole shareholder and, as such, NAMA (the SPV) would 
then become classified into the Government sector.  This is expected to occur in 2020, no later 
than the time at which the private shareholders have been fully compensated. At this point in 
time NAMA will have no debt.

It will be a decision for the Government as to how any surplus returned by NAMA will be 
utilised within the fiscal rules.  It should further be noted that at this point, according to most re-
cent estimates, there will be in the order of €3.4 bn net fiscal space available to the Government. 

It has always been the Government’s intention to use such receipts from the resolution of the 
financial sector crisis to pay down our debt and help reduce our debt servicing costs.  Given the 
uncertainty around the specific timing of or the amount that will be realised, such receipts have 
not been included our debt forecasts.  Debt reduction underpinned by the Government’s lower 
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gross general government debt target of 55 per cent of GDP, will increase the resilience of the 
public finances to deal with any potential shocks which may emerge.

13/07/2017WRJ00600Brexit Issues

13/07/2017WRJ00700191. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the policy initiative the 
Government plans to put forward to counter the volatility caused by Brexit and the subsequent 
exchange rate volatility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34260/17]

13/07/2017WRJ00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Irish SMEs will require Government 
support to diversify and restructure their businesses in light of challenges posed by Brexit.  It is 
a key Government strategy to support the growth of and investment in this important sector of 
the economy.  As the Deputy will be aware, there are already significant Government measures 
to support the financing needs of SMEs; these will be available to assist SMEs deal with the 
short–medium term effects of Brexit.  These supports include the SBCI, the Supporting SMEs 
Online Tool, the Credit Guarantee Scheme, the Microenterprise Loan Fund, Local Enterprise 
Offices and the Credit Review Office.  

Advisory supports in relation to business planning, such as those provided by the Local 
Enterprise Offices and Enterprise Ireland, will be particularly important in assisting viable but 
vulnerable SMEs that may be adversely affected because of Brexit.  These supports will help 
raise awareness of both private market financial supports and existing State supports. 

The provision of State supported hedging products, or similar products aimed at subsidising 
an exchange rate, is prohibited under EU State Aid rules.  However, there are multiple financial 
providers active in the Irish market that can provide a comprehensive and competitive range of 
hedging and foreign exchange products to SMEs who require them. 

Viable Irish SMEs can access sustainable, flexible and appropriately priced finance through 
the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI).  The SBCI uses an on-lending model; this 
means it does not lend directly to SMEs, rather it rather it channels its funds though partner 
financial institutions, known as on-lenders.  The SBCI currently has eight on-lending partners, 
three bank and five non-bank.  To the end March 2017, the SBCI has lent €657 million to over 
15,000 SMEs supporting in excess of 67,000 jobs.  The majority of SBCI loans are used for 
investment purposes.  The SMEs who received SBCI finance are from a variety of business 
and economic sectors and are spread across every region of the country.  The SBCI is currently 
seeking to broaden its distribution capability and market coverage by adding new on-lenders 
and working to develop innovative products, thereby serving to meet the needs of Irish SMEs 
and drive competition in the SME finance market. 

Officials from my Department are working closely with the Strategic Banking Corporation 
of Ireland, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine and Enterprise Ireland to examine Brexit mitigation policy measures to 
assist SMEs to deal with the effects of Brexit.  Given the uncertainty concerning the post-Brexit 
relationship between the UK and the EU, the Deputy can rest assured that my Department will 
continue to monitor and address Brexit related issues facing Irish SMEs on an ongoing basis. 

13/07/2017WRJ00900Excise Duties Collection

13/07/2017WRJ01000192. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the current rate of duty ap-
plicable to car imports from Japan; the way this will change following the EU Japanese trade 
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deal; the impact of the deal for EU consumers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34261/17]

13/07/2017WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Issues around the EU Japanese trade 
deal are a matter for the Minister for Jobs Enterprise and Innovation in the first instance.  

In relation to customs duty, the current rate of duty on motor vehicles principally designed 
for the transport of up to 9 persons (cars) from Japan is 10%. 

13/07/2017WRJ01200Oireachtas Banking Inquiry

13/07/2017WRJ01300193. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the actions his Department and 
bodies under the aegis of his Department have taken in response to each of the relevant recom-
mendations of the report of the Joint Committee of Inquiry into the Banking Crisis. [34264/17]

13/07/2017WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department is in the process of 
preparing a Progress Report in relation to the specific recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee of Inquiry into the Banking Crisis in Ireland.  This Progress Report also takes into 
account the broader findings and recommendations of the Banking Inquiry and other inquiries 
into the Financial Crisis. 

The Banking Inquiry report and other reports on the financial crisis highlighted the failure 
of key institutions to identify risks posed by the banking system which threatened the overall 
financial stability of the State.  They found that no single authority possessed a full 360 degree 
view of what was happening in the economy at any point in time.  This hindered a timely coor-
dinated response which resulted in the banking crisis quickly escalating into a wider economic 
and fiscal crisis.

Since the crisis there have been a significant number of measures taken to address the fail-
ures highlighted by the crisis.  These have been at an institutional, national, and EU level.  Both 
the Department of Finance and the Central Bank of Ireland have undergone significant or-
ganisational change in terms of structure, culture and resources.  There has also been a large 
volume of new legislation introduced at a national and EU level to address the weaknesses 
highlighted by the crisis.

The Banking Inquiry Report has twenty nine recommendations in total.  There are twenty 
four recommendations that fall within the scope of the Progress Report.  It should be noted that 
recommendations that relate to the Oireachtas are a matter for the Oireachtas and will not be ad-
dressed in the Progress Report, although they are listed for the information of Government and 
the Oireachtas.

This  Progress Report is almost finalised and in general, it acknowledges significant progress 
in respect of the recommendations.  Upon completion it is the intention to publish the report.  

13/07/2017WRJ01500Motor Insurance Data

13/07/2017WRJ01600194. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount reported by 
insurance companies to the Central Bank as having been paid out on motor insurance claims for 
each of the years 2011 to 2016, inclusive; if the Central Bank has data on the number of claims 
the total payouts relate to; the value of premium receipts for the years in question; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34282/17]
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13/07/2017WRJ01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank has advised me that 
under Solvency I it publishes Insurance Statistics annually and the latest data available is for 
2015. 

The Bank has provided me with the following information on Gross Written Premiums and 
Claims paid for total motor vehicle business for financial years 2011-2015 inclusive, which is 
detailed in Table 22 of the Insurance Statistics annual publication.  This data covers all insur-
ers established in Ireland and those writing business on a freedom of establishment basis i.e. 
branches.  

Year Gross Written Premium €’m    Gross Claims Paid €’m    
2015 1,359 1,103 
2014 1,192 1,073 
2013 1,135 1,051 
2012 1,183 1,124 
2011 1,194 1,623 
It should be noted that Solvency II came into force from 1 January 2016 with the first annual 

reporting under Solvency II received on 20 May 2017.  This data is currently being analysed 
and verified by the Central Bank.

You should also be aware that insurance undertakings have other sources of income and 
expenditure including investment income, operating expenses, commission payments etc.  Fur-
ther information on the other components of an insurance undertakings underwriting account is 
available in the Insurance Statistics annual publication (available at https://www.centralbank.
ie/statistics/statistical-publications/insurance-statistics). 

The Cost of Motor Insurance Working Group recommended that the Department of Finance 
publish key aggregated metrics on claims costs and trends within the market on a quarterly ba-
sis.  The First Motor Insurance Key Information Report will be published in the coming days.  
This report will include aggregated metrics on the private motor insurance sector which may be 
of interest to the Deputy.

Finally, the Central Bank has indicated that they do not record information regarding the 
number of claims the total payouts referred to above relate to.

13/07/2017WRJ01800Financial Services Regulation

13/07/2017WRJ01900195. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the action being taken to im-
pose a limit on the rate of interest charged by moneylenders; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34286/17]

13/07/2017WRJ02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the Con-
sumer Credit Act 1995, the legislation under which moneylenders are licensed, does not provide 
for an interest rate cap.  Nor does the European Communities (Consumer Credit Agreements) 
Regulations 2010.  Therefore, the Central Bank has no statutory power to impose a market wide 
cap on rates.  Any legislative proposals in this regard would have to be careful to achieve an 
overall reduction in the cost of credit and ensure that it did not have unintended consequences 
in terms of financial exclusion.  

Under the Consumer Credit Act 1995, the Central Bank may refuse to grant a moneylenders 
licence if it is of the opinion that the cost of credit to be charged is excessive.  The rates cur-
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rently charged by licensed moneylenders have remained largely unchanged since the Central 
Bank took over the regulation of the sector from the Office of the Director of Consumer Affairs 
in 2003.  Since that time the Central Bank has not permitted any increase to the maximum APR 
charged within the sector nor has it licensed any moneylender to provide a ‘pay-day loan’ ser-
vice such as exist in other jurisdictions.  

The Central Bank’s public register of licensed moneylenders is available on its website at 
http://registers.centralbank.ie/DownloadsPage.aspx and lists the maximum permitted APR and 
associated cost of credit permitted for each licensed moneylender.

The Deputy will be aware of the Personal Microcredit Scheme, which is providing simple 
microloans to credit union members and helping to combat the use of moneylenders. 

I understand that 103 credit unions are now in a position to offer the ‘It Makes Sense Loan’ 
as they are fully set up to use the Household Budget Scheme operated by An Post.

13/07/2017WRJ02100IBRC Liquidation

13/07/2017WRJ02200196. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the special 
liquidation of IBRC; the portfolio that is remaining; the current estimate of the timeframe; the 
estimated financial outturn from the liquidation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34287/17]

13/07/2017WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The status of the Special Liquidation as 
at 31 December 2016 is set out in the progress update report published by the Special Liquida-
tors on 5 May 2017 and which is available on the Department of Finance website(http://www.
finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/170505%20IBRC%20Progress%20update%20report%20re-
port_31%20Dec%2016.pdf).

I am advised by the Special Liquidators that there are €3.54 billion of loans remaining to be 
sold.  The main reason these loans have not been sold is primarily due to ongoing litigation.  It 
is not possible to provide a timeframe for the completion of the sale of these loans at this time 
due to the aforementioned litigation. 

The Special Liquidators further advise me that it is not possible to estimate the financial 
outturn from the liquidation at this time given that there remains a number of tasks in the liq-
uidation to be completed including the on-going management of c.175 legal cases, the comple-
tion of the creditor adjudication process, the work with the Commission of Investigation, the 
management of the remaining loan book and the realisation of all remaining assets.

Question No. 197 answered with Question No. 112.

Question No. 198 answered with Question No. 148.

13/07/2017WRJ02600Committee of Public Accounts Recommendations

13/07/2017WRJ02700199. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the actions his Department and 
bodies under the aegis of his Department have taken in response to each of the relevant recom-
mendations of the interim report on the Committee of Public Account’s examination of bank 
stabilisation measures. [34315/17]

13/07/2017WRJ02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Interim Report on the Committee 
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of Public Account’s examination of bank stabilisation measures had nine recommendations.  
The Deputy will be aware that responsibility for addressing these recommendations is spread 
across the Central Bank and several Government Departments.  Therefore, I will confine my re-
sponse to the issues that come under my direct responsibility, as Minister for Finance and Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  There have already been substantive legislative changes that directly 
address many of the recommendations and a number of them have been addressed through 
European changes in bank supervision and regulation, particularly through the introduction of 
Bank Recovery and Resolution powers.

Recommendation 3: The issue of whether the Central Bank should have the power to put 
financial services firms into administration was subject to extensive consideration as part of 
the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Bill 2013.  At that time, the Department had 
a number of concerns, including around the constitutionality of State interference in property 
rights, the issue of funding of administrators, and the potential costs to the State of such inter-
ventions.  The introduction of recovery and resolution regimes is a better approach to dealing 
with financial services firms in difficulties as they give a greater level of protection to taxpayers.  

The 2013 Act also enhanced the Central Bank’s regulatory powers, strengthening its abil-
ity to impose and supervise compliance with regulatory requirements and to undertake timely 
prudential interventions.  The Act provided the Central Bank with greater access to information 
and analysis, and underpins the credible enforcement of Irish financial services legislation in 
line with international best practice.  The 2013 Act also provided the Central Bank with powers 
to enable it to apply to the High Court for a restitution order against any person who has been 
unjustly enriched, or caused another person to suffer loss or detriment, as a result of committing 
a contravention of financial services legislation. 

Recommendation 4: This recommendation was addressed through the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee of Inquiry into the Banking Crisis. The Report of the Joint Committee of Inquiry 
into the Banking Crisis is publically available.

Recommendation 5: There have been a number of measures taken to address this recom-
mendation including:

-  The Central Bank introduced resolution targets for banks for the restructuring of SME 
loans, which have been worked through and are evident in the significant fall in non-performing 
loans.

-  The Programme for Partnership Government places consumers at the centre of the Gov-
ernment’s banking sector policies by fostering greater competition in credit provision through 
supporting non-bank credit providers, such as the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland, and 
also reducing the State’s ownership of the banking system.

-  The recently published Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) re-
view of the residential mortgage market set out a number of short, medium and long term op-
tions to allow for greater competition from new entrants in the mortgage market, and could also 
encourage lenders to compete more vigorously on price, quality and innovation.

However, it is necessary to exercise caution in relation to the entirety of this recommenda-
tion, which proposed that the Central Bank should introduce measures whereby those banks 
that do not reach stipulated lending targets are subject to an appropriate sanction.  The State has 
borne, and is still bearing, the cost of excessive credit growth and the introduction of Central 
Bank sanctions would be inadvisable in terms of the perception that the Central Bank is driving 
credit growth.
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Recommendation 6: A comprehensive framework is in place to address mortgage ar-
rears with the Central Bank reporting quarterly on the numbers of mortgages arrears and re-
structuring arrangements.  Furthermore, my predecessor wrote last year to the Governor of the 
Central Bank to request that a further assessment be undertaken of the range of available sus-
tainable restructure solutions offered by banks and non-bank entities.  The subsequent report is 
published on the Department of Finance website. The assessment found a comprehensive range 
of available restructuring solutions being offered and noted considerable progress in addressing 
mortgage arrears since the peak.  The Central Bank noted further that there is strong evidence 
that both banks and non-banks look to exhaust available restructure options before moving to 
the legal process.  In addition, the Central Bank considered the range of restructures offered by 
banks to be broadly appropriate in balancing consumer protection imperatives, and maintaining 
a mortgage market for all borrowers, and a functioning banking system. 

Recommendation 7: As evidenced by recent Central Bank departures, the Bank has en-
sured appropriate cooling-off periods for staff leaving the bank for other employments. 

Recommendation 8: The issue of Oireachtas oversight on the Annual Performance State-
ment is addressed in Section 32(L)(6) of the Central Bank Act 1942, as amended, which re-
quires the Governor of the Central Bank (or a Head of Function/Deputy Governor), if requested 
by a Committee of the Oireachtas, to attend before the Committee, and provide that Committee 
with information relating to the Bank’s performance statement. 

Recommendation 9: The peer reviews of the Central Bank are published on completion 
and as set out above, the Governor of the Central Bank (or a Head of Function/Deputy Gover-
nor), may be requested by a Committee of the Oireachtas, to attend before the Committee. 

13/07/2017WRJ02900Departmental Records

13/07/2017WRJ03000200. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has produced 
a debt and mental health evidence form as recommended by the Mental Health Commission; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34412/17]

13/07/2017WRJ03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that the recommendation 
to which the Deputy refers was directed to the Mental Health Commission and the Irish College 
of Psychiatrists and others.  As such, I would recommend that the Deputy direct the question to 
my colleague the Minister for Health under whose aegis the Mental Health Commission oper-
ates. 

13/07/2017WRJ03200Financial Services Regulation

13/07/2017WRJ03300201. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance his views on the protection of 
vulnerable consumers in the financial sector; the position regarding the production of good prac-
tice guidelines for the financial sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34413/17]

13/07/2017WRJ03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank that the bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code) provides that a regulated en-
tity must ensure that, in all its dealings with customers and within the context of its authorisa-
tion, it has and employs effectively the resources, policies and procedures, systems and control 
checks, including compliance checks, and staff training that are necessary for compliance with 
the Code.
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Provision 3.1 of the Code provides that where a regulated entity has identified that a per-
sonal consumer is a vulnerable consumer, the regulated entity must ensure that the vulnerable 
consumer is provided with such reasonable arrangements and/or assistance to facilitate him or 
her in their dealings with the regulated entity. Identification of a consumer’s vulnerability or 
otherwise will require the exercise of judgment and common sense and should be based on a 
consumer’s ability to make a particular decision at a point in time. 

In the context of this specific requirement, I would expect that regulated firms would have 
the necessary training in place in order to comply with Provision 3.1. of the Code. 

The Banking and Payments Federation Ireland (BPFI) has a Vulnerable Customer Forum 
which was established at the behest of members.  I understand that it is focused on helping 
banks in Ireland to positively embrace this issue and that a number of specific actions are cur-
rently underway. 

13/07/2017WRJ03500Tax Agreements

13/07/2017WRJ03600202. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if any bilateral arrange-
ments exists with Australia whereby a refund of income tax paid could be made to a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34433/17]

13/07/2017WRJ03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that refunds 
of income tax for 2013 to 2015 inclusive were made to the person concerned and that a refund 
for 2016 will issue shortly.   

I understand there is a double taxation agreement (DTA)  between Ireland and Australia.  
Revenue has advised me that they have no information regarding any employment or tax paid 
in Australia by the person concerned.  If the person concerned paid income tax in Australia, she 
may, as an Irish resident, be entitled to credit some or all of that tax against Irish tax in accor-
dance with Article 25 of the agreement, which deals with relief for double taxation.  

Revenue will make direct contact with the person concerned to clarify what tax if any she 
has paid in Australia and Revenue can then determine whether she is entitled to a credit for such 
tax paid, having regard to the DTA. 

13/07/2017WRJ03800State Banking Sector

13/07/2017WRJ03900203. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the State’s shareholding 
in a bank (details supplied) prior to the banks rights issue in July 2011. [34503/17]

13/07/2017WRJ04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm for the Deputy that the 
State’s shareholding in BOI, prior to the rights issue in July 2011, was 36%. 

13/07/2017WRJ04100State Banking Sector

13/07/2017WRJ04200204. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the number of the State’s 
shares in a bank (details supplied) which were sold to North American Investors in July 2011. 
[34504/17]

13/07/2017WRJ04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm for the Deputy that, in 
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July 2011, a group of North American investors agreed to buy up to 10,511m ordinary shares in 
Bank of Ireland from the State.  The purchase was completed in two tranches:

July 2011 - an initial unconditional purchase of 2,382m shares.

October 2011 - following receipt of regulatory clearances by the investors, a second pur-
chase of 8,129m shares. 

The Deputy should note that these figures are not adjusted for the recent share consolidation 
which was effected at a ratio of 30:1.

13/07/2017WRJ04400VAT Yield

13/07/2017WRJ04500205. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by applying the standard rate of VAT of 23% to financial services. [34514/17]

13/07/2017WRJ04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The supply of financial services is VAT 
exempt across all EU Member States in accordance with Article 135 of the EU VAT Directive.  
Imposing VAT on financial services would require a change to the VAT Directive applicable to 
all Member States.  Ireland could not make such a decision unilaterally.   

The information provided to the Revenue Commissioners on tax returns does not require a 
customer to split their turnover across different economic sectors or provide information on the 
types of transactions or activities provided to different sectors.  Therefore it is not possible at 
present to identify the supplies that would potentially be liable to VAT on financial services or 
to estimate the potential for a net yield from a change in the VAT Directive. 

13/07/2017WRJ04700Tax Yield

13/07/2017WRJ04800206. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by imposing a 5% wealth tax on the top 1% wealthiest households. [34515/17]

13/07/2017WRJ04900207. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by imposing a 2% wealth tax on the top 5% wealthiest households; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34516/17]

13/07/2017WRJ05000208. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
that could be raised by imposing a 2% millionaire’s tax on net assets exceeding €1 million. 
[34517/17]

13/07/2017WRJ05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 206 
to 208, inclusive, together.

In order to estimate the potential revenue from a wealth tax, it is necessary to identify the 
wealth held by individuals. As there is currently no such wealth tax in operation in Ireland, the 
Department understands that the Revenue Commissioners have no basis or requirement to com-
pile the data needed to produce estimates in relation to a potential wealth tax.  Although an indi-
vidual’s assets and liabilities are declared to the Revenue in a number of specific circumstances 
(for example, after a death), this information is not a complete measure of assets and liabilities 
in the State, nor is it recorded in a manner that would allow analysis of the implications of an 
overarching wealth based tax. 
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However, in 2013 the Central Statistics Office conducted the first comprehensive survey 
of household wealth in Ireland (the Household Finance and Consumption Survey (HFCS)).  
The survey provides information on the ownership and values of different types of assets and 
liabilities along with more general information on income, employment and household compo-
sition.  During 2016, my Department, jointly with the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI), conducted a research project into the distribution of wealth in Ireland and the potential 
implications of a wealth tax using the HFCS.  The research formed part of an on-going joint-
research programme with the ESRI on the Macro-Economy and Taxation.  The research paper, 
available on the ESRI website (https://www.esri.ie/publications/scenarios-and-distributional-
implications-of-a-household-wealth-tax-in-ireland/), presented results on the composition of 
wealth across both the wealth and income distributions in Ireland.  A number of wealth tax 
scenarios were then applied to the Irish data (wealth tax regimes from other jurisdictions and 
hypothetical scenarios).  In each case, the associated tax bases and revenue yields, the number 
of liable households across the income distribution, and the characteristics of the households 
affected are outlined. 

The joint research paper noted that the revenue that could potentially be raised from any 
net wealth tax would depend crucially on the assets included and excluded from the base (e.g. 
household main residence, farms, businesses and pensions) and the threshold amount before 
which liability is incurred and the tax rate.  As such, the 2% and 5% rates cannot simply be 
multiplied by the net assets held by the categories of household specified by the Deputy.

The wealth tax scenario in the joint research paper that is closest to the various wealth 
tax arrangements outlined by the Deputy in her questions is the high threshold-no exemptions 
scenario as outlined in Table 5 of the Department of Finance/ESRI study.  This scenario has a 
personal threshold of €1.0 million (doubled if married and a €250,000 increase per child) and 
applies a 1% tax on net assets.  Given it is not identical to the scenarios outlined in the Deputy’s 
question, care should be taken in interpreting the revenue estimates.  This scenario, given the 
distribution of household wealth in Ireland in 2013, is estimated to raise €248 million as out-
lined in Table 8 of the Department of Finance/ESRI study.  The research notes that its tax rev-
enue estimates are static; in other words, no behavioural response to the tax is modelled.  The 
estimate of €248 million, therefore, is likely to be an upper estimate of the revenue that could 
be raised.

In order to estimate the yield from a tax with precise parameters, it would be necessary to 
seek the agreement of the CSO to revisit its original survey data for this specified purpose.  This 
would be a significant undertaking that would take considerable time and resources to complete.

13/07/2017WRK00200Tax Yield

13/07/2017WRK00300209. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by increasing stamp duty on commercial property to 6%. [34518/17]

13/07/2017WRK00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that the 
estimated amount that could be raised by increasing stamp duty on commercial property to 6% 
is €372 million.

13/07/2017WRK00500Tax Yield

13/07/2017WRK00600210. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by introducing a financial transactions tax of 0.1% on securities and 0.01% on 
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derivatives as recommended by the European Commission. [34519/17]

13/07/2017WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is not possible from Revenue data to 
accurately estimate the yield from introducing a financial transactions tax of 0.1% on securities 
and 0.01% on derivatives. However, the Deputy may be interested to note that the yield from 
a 0.1% increase in stamp duty transactions on all shares would be in the region of €43 million.

13/07/2017WRK00800Universal Social Charge Data

13/07/2017WRK00900211. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the amount of USC that 
was raised annually for each year since its introduction from employees’ wages, self-employed 
income and unearned income such as rent, respectively; and the estimated amounts likely to 
accrue from each in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [34520/17]

13/07/2017WRK01000212. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of abolishing the USC in 2018. [34521/17]

13/07/2017WRK01100213. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of abolishing the USC on employee wages in 2018. [34522/17]

13/07/2017WRK01200214. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost of 
abolishing the USC on single employee wages under €100,000 in 2017 and on couples earning 
less than €150,000. [34523/17]

13/07/2017WRK01300226. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount it 
would cost to abolish the universal social charge for all incomes under €100,000 and maintain 
it as it is for those on over €100,000. [34535/17]

13/07/2017WRK01400227. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the net effect for the State of 
the abolition of the universal social charge in circumstances (details supplied) [34536/17]

13/07/2017WRK01500228. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated net cost and 
revenue from abolishing the universal social charge and simultaneously introducing a high 
earners social charge comprised of levying the current rates of universal social charge on the 
first €100,000 of income and introducing an additional higher marginal rate of income tax (de-
tails supplied) [34537/17]

13/07/2017WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 211 to 
214, inclusive and Nos. 226 to 228, inclusive, together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the amount of Universal Social Charge 
(USC) collected annually since its introduction in 2011 to 2016, from both PAYE and Schedule 
D (self-assessed) income earners, is as set out in the following table.  It should be noted that 
the breakdown (being either PAYE income or Schedule D) is classified based on a taxpayer’s 
primary income source.  Schedule D income includes both self-employed income and sources 
of unearned income including rental income, taxable under Schedule D Case V.  Data are not 
available to enable a breakdown of USC collected at the level of detail requested by the Deputy 
beyond that shown in the following table.

Year PAYE   €M Schedule   D €M
2011 2,744 370
2012 3,367 423
2013 3,447 483
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Year PAYE   €M Schedule   D €M
2014 3,171 476
2015 3,640 534
2016 3,287 681
As the Deputy will be aware, a significant USC package was introduced in Budget 2017, 

which will reduce the expected USC receipts in 2017 to approximately €3,725 million. In rela-
tion to 2018, an indicative forecast on a no-policy-change basis would imply a projection in 
the order of €4.0 billion in respect of USC (around €3.5 billion and €0.5 billion for USC PAYE 
and USC Schedule D respectively).  The €4.0 billion includes the carryover effect from Budget 
2017 measures.

On this basis, the estimated full year cost of abolishing the USC on PAYE income in 2018 
is in the order of €3.5 billion

Following clarification of the Deputy’s question with regard to the abolition of the USC on 
single employee wages under €100,000 in 2017, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners 
that the estimated first and full year cost to the Exchequer from abolishing USC on all income 
under €100,000, with USC at current rates as set out in Budget 2017 to apply on the portion of 
income above €100,000 where relevant, is in the order of €2,320 million and €2,721 million 
respectively.  As USC is an individualised tax the total income of a jointly assessed couple is 
not relevant to the calculation of USC liabilities and therefore a cost for the abolition of USC 
on income of a couple earning less than €150,000 cannot be provided. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the estimated first and full year cost to 
the Exchequer from abolishing USC for all incomes under €100,000 and maintaining it as it is 
for those on over €100,000, is in the order of €1,894 million and €2,199 million respectively.  
It should be noted that this would create a significant step effect whereby an additional USC 
liability of €5,189 would arise where income exceeds €100,000.

With regard to the Deputy’s request for a cost of abolishing USC in the following manner 
outlined by the Deputy: for all income under €100,000; the maintenance of it as is for those 
between €100,000 and €150,000; introducing two new bands of USC of 10% for income be-
tween €150,001 and €200,000; and a 12% rate for all income over €200,000, I am advised by 
the Revenue Commissioners that the first and full year cost to the Exchequer is in the order of 
€2,145 million and €2,481 million respectively.  This estimate is premised on the retention of 
the 3% surcharge on self-employed income in excess of €100,000.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the estimated first and full year cost to 
the Exchequer from abolishing USC for individuals earning under €100,000, maintaining the 
current USC rates for those earning over €100,000 and simultaneously introducing additional 
higher marginal rates of income tax for certain taxpayers in the manner outlined by the Deputy, 
i.e. earnings between €100,000-€140,000 at a 50% marginal rate, earnings between €140,000-
€180,000 at a 55% marginal rate, earnings between €180,000-€250,000 at a 60% marginal rate 
and earnings above €250,000 at 65% is in the order of €695 million and €619 million, respec-
tively. 

Where relevant, the figures provided in response to these questions are estimates from the 
Revenue tax forecasting model using latest actual data for the year 2014, adjusted as necessary 
for income, self-employment and employment trends in the interim.  They are estimated by 
reference to 2017 incomes and are provisional and may be revised.
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13/07/2017WRK02000Tax Yield

13/07/2017WRK02100215. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by increasing the effective rate of corporation tax to the effective rate of income 
taxation, PAYE and USC for workers on the median wage. [34524/17]

13/07/2017WRK02200216. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by doubling the rate of corporation tax to 25% for 2018. [34525/17]

13/07/2017WRK02300217. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by doubling the rate of corporation tax to 25% on profits in excess of €800,000 
for 2018. [34526/17]

13/07/2017WRK02400218. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by doubling the rate of corporation tax to 25%, for companies liable for over 
€100,000 in corporation tax for 2018. [34527/17]

13/07/2017WRK02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 215 
to 218, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that it is not possible to accurately estimate the additional revenue 
that may be brought in from increasing the 12.5% corporation tax rate to either 25% or to the 
effective rate of tax for workers on the median wage.  This would require ex ante knowledge of 
any behavioural changes on the part of taxpayers as a consequence.  In terms of any increase 
in the 12.5% rate, the negative impacts of behavioural effects on the corporation tax yield are 
likely to be relatively significant.  Additionally, due to the interaction of reliefs and allowances 
after the calculation of gross tax at the various corporation tax rates, it is not possible to identify 
the amount of receipts that are presently in respect of profits taxable at the 12.5% rate alone.

The Deputy may wish to note the published statistics regarding corporation tax receipts 
available on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-
revenue/statistics/receipts/receipts-taxhead.aspx.  The Deputy may also wish to note that an 
analysis of the Corporation Tax payments in 2014 and 2015 has been published and is avail-
able at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/corporation-tax-receipts-2014-2015.pdf, 
and an analysis of 2015 Corporation Tax returns and 2016 payments is available at http://www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/research/corporation-tax-returns-2016.pdf.  Further infor-
mation on corporate profits, before allowing credits and reliefs are published at http://www.rev-
enue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/income-distributions/ct-calculation.
aspx.

13/07/2017WRK02900Tax Yield

13/07/2017WRK03000219. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by increasing capital gains tax to 40%. [34528/17]

13/07/2017WRK03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the full 
year yield to the Exchequer from increasing the capital gains tax rate from 33% to 40% could 
be in the region of €207 million. This figure includes the gain from increasing the tax rate on 
corporate gains.  This estimate assumes no behavioural changes on the part of taxpayers, and 
increases in rates may have a significant behavioural impact and may not produce a correspond-
ing increase in tax yield. 
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13/07/2017WRK03200Tax Reliefs Costs

13/07/2017WRK03300220. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost since 2008 
of the tax reliefs and exemptions available to landlords on commercial and residential rental 
income, broken down into commercial and residential rental income. [34529/17]

13/07/2017WRK03400223. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost since 2008 
of the tax reliefs and exemptions available to property developers, property owners and land 
owners. [34532/17]

13/07/2017WRK03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 220 
and 223 together.

I am advised by Revenue that within the tax code there are a number of tax reliefs associ-
ated with property and land but not specifically for use by property developers or land owners.  
The available statistics in relation to annual costs are on the Revenue website at http://www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics.  Updates will be published in due 
course.

Of particular interest to the Deputy are likely to be:

-  Tax expenditures and reliefs table, detailing the cost of interest paid loans relating to prin-
cipal private residence, relief for expenditure on significant buildings and gardens and the  rent 
a room scheme, is available at http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/
statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx

-  Property incentives statistics available at http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/informa-
tion-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/property-reliefs.aspx;

-  Home Renovation Incentive Scheme available at http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/hri/hri-yearly.aspx for 2013 - 2016, and 
http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/hri/
hri-monthly.aspx for this year thus far

The Deputy may wish to note that a commercial and residential split of tax reliefs and ex-
emptions is not available.

13/07/2017WRK03600Tax Yield

13/07/2017WRK03700221. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised from imposing a 2% public health levy on the profits of private human health and 
pharmaceutical companies here, including nursing homes and home care agencies. [34530/17]

13/07/2017WRK03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that on the 
basis of information included in the Corporation Tax returns filed for the tax year 2015, the po-
tential yield from imposing a 2% levy on the profits of private human health and pharmaceutical 
companies, including nursing homes and home care agencies, is tentatively estimated to be in 
the region of €200 million, with over 99% from the pharmaceutical companies.

This yield is based on the industry code assigned to companies on Revenue records and does 
not include any yield associated with subsidiaries of these companies not primarily involved in 
the sectors mentioned in the question.  It has been assumed that the levy would apply to the tax-
able profits of pharmaceutical companies, nursing homes and home care agencies but would not 
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apply to medical practices or private hospitals.  Additionally the potential yield assumes no sig-
nificant behavioural change on the part of these companies that could cause the expected levy 
yield to fall below expectations and could also cause a decrease in Corporation Tax receipts.

13/07/2017WRK03900Tax Yield

13/07/2017WRK04000222. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
could be raised by applying a financial activities tax as proposed by the IMF. [34531/17]

13/07/2017WRK04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I take it the Deputy is referring to pro-
posals made by the IMF in 2010. 

In its 2010 report to the G-20 the IMF suggested three forms of FAT. The IMF considered 
that the revenue potential of the various forms of FAT would differ across countries, depending 
on the relative size, profitability and wage structures of their financial sectors, and would be 
constrained by the need to apply low rates where the impact on competitiveness or the risk of 
avoidance were of concern. The IMF report indicated very broad orders of magnitude for the 
potential tax base of the suggested forms of FAT for the pre-crisis year 2006. 

In respect of Ireland, the broad orders of magnitude estimated for the base were 8.4% of 
GDP, 5.7% of GDP and 1.8% of GDP respectively for the three different forms of FAT in 2010 
but the base is likely to be different now. The potential yield would of course depend on the 
tax rate applied. In the absence of further detailed work it would not be possible to estimate the 
amount to be raised by a FAT. I am unaware of any state which has adopted the FAT as proposed 
by the IMF. 

In Ireland we have a tax on financial transactions in the form of a Stamp Duty on transfers of 
shares in Irish incorporated companies. This currently stands at 1%. The yield from this charge 
was €424.13 million in 2015 and €391.94 million in 2016.  

The Financial Institutions Levy announced as part of Budget 2014 is a revenue raising mea-
sure which provides for a contribution from the banking sector to Ireland’s economic recovery, 
with an estimated annual yield of €150 million. 

The entire banking system has been underpinned by the strong Government support pro-
vided both here and abroad and it is appropriate therefore that the banking sector should make 
a contribution to the State’s economic recovery. Accordingly, my predecessor announced in 
Budget 2017 an extension of the levy out to 2021. This will bring in an additional €750 million 
over the period, which is a very significant additional contribution to the Exchequer. 

The levy was previously calculated on DIRT payments made in 2011. Following a review 
of the calculation methodology, the levy will now be based on DIRT payments made in a base 
year which will change every two years.   

* 2015 will be the base year for 2017 and 2018,                                   

* 2017 will be the base year for 2019 and 2020 

* 2019 will be the base year for 2021.  

The introduction of the rolling two-year series of base years has a twofold effect. Firstly, it 
ensures that financial institutions entering the market over the five further years for which the 
levy will apply will be subject to the levy and financial institutions exiting the market will cease 
to be subject to the levy. Secondly, it will help to correct, on an ongoing basis, any anomalies 
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for individual institutions thrown up by prevailing market conditions, such as the interest rate 
offering, in any one year.

In order to maintain the annual yield from the levy at €150 million, the rate at which the 
levy is charged will increase from 35% to 59% for 2017. This is because the assessable amount, 
DIRT payments in 2015, have reduced significantly since 2011. This new rate, combined with 
the new 2015 base year, will preserve the existing contribution of €150 million paid annually 
by the affected financial institutions. That rate will be subject to review to ensure that the yield 
from the levy is not impacted from changes in interest rates and/or DIRT rates.

Question No. 223 answered with Question No. 220.

13/07/2017WRK04300National Debt Servicing

13/07/2017WRK04400224. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
will be paid in interest and in repayment of the principal on the national debt in each of the years 
2017 to 2021. [34533/17]

13/07/2017WRK04500225. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount that 
will be paid in interest and in repayment of the principal on the general government debt in each 
of the years 2017 to 2021. [34534/17]

13/07/2017WRK04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 224 
and 225 together.

General Government Debt (GGD) is a measure of the total gross consolidated debt of the 
State compiled by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) and is the measure used for comparative 
purposes across the European Union.

National Debt is effectively a domestic measure as it is the net debt incurred by the Exche-
quer after taking account of cash balances and other financial assets.

Gross National Debt is the principal component of GGD.  GGD also includes the debt of 
central and local government bodies.  GGD is reported on a gross basis and does not net off 
outstanding cash balances and other related assets.

The most recent estimates of interest on General Government Debt and interest on National 
Debt for the years 2017-2021 were published in the Stability Programme Update 2017 (Table 
A3, page 51) and are reproduced for the Deputy’s convenience.  It is important to note that there 
are differences between the two measures of interest.  For example, National Debt interest is 
reported on a cash basis whereas interest on GGD is an accrual based measure.

The “repayment of the principal” figures have been provided by the National Treasury Man-
agement Agency (NTMA).  They reflect Government bonds and EU/IMF Programme loans 
only.

- Interest on GGD(€ 
billions)

Interest on National 
Debt (€ billions)

Principal Repay-
ments*(€ billions)

2017 6.0 6.2 6.3
2018 6.0 6.3 8.8**
2019 5.8 6.1 15.7
2020 5.6 5.9 21.6
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- Interest on GGD(€ 
billions)

Interest on National 
Debt (€ billions)

Principal Repay-
ments*(€ billions)

2021 5.3 5.2 3.6**
Sources: Department of Finance, NTMA

* Reflects Government Bond and EU/IMF Programme loan maturities as at end-June 2017.  
Figures include the effect of currency hedging transactions which are reflected in the National 
Debt.

** Excludes €3.9 billion of EFSM maturities in 2018 and €3 billion of EFSM maturities in 
2021 as these loans are due to be extended following the maturity extensions granted in mid-
2013. 

Questions Nos. 226 to 228, inclusive, answered with Question No. 211.

13/07/2017WRL00200Revenue Commissioners Data

13/07/2017WRL00300229. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the amount of rental income 
declared to the Revenue Commissioners for each year since 2011 by commercial and residential 
rents. [34538/17]

13/07/2017WRL00400233. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue raised 
from taxation of rental income for each year since 2011 by commercial and residential rents. 
[34548/17]

13/07/2017WRL00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 229 
and 233 together.

In relation to Question 34538/17, I am informed by Revenue that the gross rental income 
(residential and commercial) declared on Income Tax returns is in the order of €4,573 million 
for 2011, €4,446 million for 2012, €4,301 million for 2013 , €4,322 million for 2014 and €4,321 
million for 2015, the latest year for which returns are available.  The rental income declared in 
respect of Corporation Tax is €651 million for 2011, €645 million for 2012, €675 million for 
2013 , €683 million for 2014 and €684 million for 2015.

Regarding Question 34548/17, I am advised by Revenue that as rental income is aggregated 
with all other incomes for the purposes of either Income Tax or Corporation Tax calculations, it 
is not possible to identify the total tax intake from rental income alone.

I am advised that for returns up to the 2015 year of assessment Revenue does not require 
rental income to be returned in a manner that would enable income from residential property 
lettings be separately identified from rental income in respect of other types of property, such as 
commercial rental property.  It is not therefore possible to provide the amount of revenue raised 
from the taxation of residential rental income, nor the total value of such income. 

However, the Deputy may wish to note that the 2013 Report of the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General contained, in Chapter 16, a detailed review of the taxation of rental income and 
expenses deductible therefrom.  This report is available on the website of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General: http://audgen.gov.ie/documents/annualreports/2013/report/en/Chap16.pdf

The Deputy may also wish to note that tax returns for the 2016 year of assessment onwards 
have separate data fields for residential property rental income and non-residential property 
rental income.  This information will become available in due course. 
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13/07/2017WRL00600NAMA Portfolio Value

13/07/2017WRL00700230. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated value of the 
remaining overseas properties on NAMA’s books. [34539/17]

13/07/2017WRL00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised that information relat-
ing to NAMA’s remaining loan portfolio is available in NAMA’s Annual Report and Financial 
Statements 2016 which was published on 1 June 2017 and is available via https://www.nama.
ie/about-us/publications/annual-reports/. 

The concentration of NAMA’s remaining loan portfolio by sector and geography based on 
the value of underlying security is outlined in charts on page 46 of the 2016 Annual Report.  
I am advised by NAMA that the estimated market value of assets outside of Ireland securing 
NAMA loans was €800m at the end of 2016. 

If the Deputy is interested in examining further details on the geographic breakdown of NA-
MA’s portfolio, information in relation to the loans and receivables can be found on pages to 
pages 101 and 130 of the 2016 Annual Report.

13/07/2017WRL00900Property Tax Data

13/07/2017WRL01000231. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the net cost of abolishing 
the local property tax and replacing it with a landlord tax for second and subsequent properties 
based on existing rates of local property tax plus an additional €600 for the second property and 
€1,000 on all subsequent properties. [34540/17]

13/07/2017WRL01100232. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost in 2018 of 
abolishing the local property tax. [34547/17]

13/07/2017WRL01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 231 
and 232 together.

In relation to Question 34540/17,  I am informed by Revenue that a tax on second and sub-
sequent properties based on existing rates of LPT plus an additional €600 for the second prop-
erty and €1,000 on all subsequent properties, would have an annual yield in the region of €284 
million.  This is based on those properties indicated to be non-principal primary residencies by 
their owners in their LPT returns.

In relation to 34547/17, I am informed that the estimated cost of abolishing the Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT) in 2018 would be in the order of €460 million, based on my Department’s latest 
official forecast of LPT receipts for next year. 

Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 229.

13/07/2017WRL01500Banking Sector Data

13/07/2017WRL01600234. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the value of outstanding 
commercial property loans owed to Irish banks; and the Irish banks in which the State has a 
shareholding. [34546/17]

13/07/2017WRL01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland publishes 
a wide variety of statistics, the data is however, provided on an aggregate basis and does not in-
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clude loan exposures outside this jurisdiction.  Table A.14 of the Central Bank of Ireland’s Busi-
ness Credit and Deposits statistics relates to the Deputy’s question and provides information on 
bank credit advanced to Irish resident private-sector enterprises, by sector of economic activity. 
Item 11.2 ‘Property investment/development of commercial real estate’ provides data on credit 
advanced for the purposes of property investment/development of commercial real estate. 

The overall outstanding amount of commercial property loans reported by the Central Bank 
at end March 2017 was €8.82 billion. 

In terms of definition, activities covered by this economic sector include; the buying and/or 
development of land zoned for commercial property which is pre-let or pre-sold; projects where 
in excess of 75 per cent of floor space is commercial real estate; funds advanced to counterpar-
ties whose primary economic activity was not in real estate, land and development, but who are 
using the funds advanced for this purpose; and lending related to both green field and brown 
field commercial real estate sites with contracted rental income.

Other types of property lending that may include commercial property, would be item 11.3 
‘Property investment/development of mixed real estate’, 11.4 ‘Investment in unzoned land’ and 
11.5 ‘Other real estate activities’.  There is a further €3.15 billion outstanding for these sectors 
as at end-March 2017.

Please note these data relate to all credit institutions resident in Ireland, a full list of which 
is available here. 

In respect of the Irish banks in which the State has a shareholding, loan exposures can be 
found published in each of the institutions financial statements.  The published data is classified 
or categorized differently by each institution and unlike the Central Bank data includes loans 
by their overseas operations.  Links to the relevant financial statements and the relevant pages 
are detailed below.

AIB - 2016 Annual Report

https://aib.ie/content/dam/aib/investorrelations/docs/resultscentre/annualreport/annual-fi-
nancial-report-2016.pdf 

Relevant page - 119

PTSB – 2016 Annual Report

http://www.permanenttsbgroup.ie/~/media/Files/I/Irish-Life-And-Permanent/Attachments/
pdf/2017/ptsbgh-full-year-report-2016.pdf

Relevant page: Note 18 – Page 147 

BOI - 2016 Annual Report

https://investorrelations.bankofireland.com//wp-content/assets/BOI-Annual-Report-2016.
pdf

Relevant page – 92

13/07/2017WRL01800National Minimum Wage

13/07/2017WRL01900235. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the cost of introducing a 
minimum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of his Department;; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [34542/17]

13/07/2017WRL02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the Deputy’s question, I 
have been advised that of the 18 Bodies under the Aegis of my Department, 6 would have a cost 
of introducing a minimum wage of €15 per hour for all employees.  The information provided 
by the relevant bodies is listed in the following table:

Body Cost of introducing a minimum wage of   
€15 an hour for all employees under the 
aegis of his department

Comptroller and Auditor General €76,769
Central Bank The impact of the introduction of minimum 

wage of €15 per hour for all Central Bank 
of Ireland employees on Basic pay is an ad-
ditional c.€107k annually.  In addition, and 
reflecting PRSI & Pension add on costs the 
total impact would be c. €135K annually

Irish Fiscal Advisory Council The cost of introducing a minimum wage of 
€15 an hour would be €206.76 a week. This 
only arises for the duration of two six-week 
contracts.  The total cost for 2017 would be 
€1,240.56

National Treasury Management Agency €3,575 
Office of the Revenue Commissioners €10,500,000
Tax Appeals Commission c. €23,000

13/07/2017WRL02100Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRL02200236. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the cost to introduce a mini-
mum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full-time employees under the aegis of his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34543/17]

13/07/2017WRL02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the Deputy’s question, I 
have been advised that of the 18 Bodies under the Aegis of my Department, 8 would have a cost 
to introduce a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full-time employees.  The informa-
tion provided by the relevant bodies is listed in the following table:

Body The cost to introduce a minimum weekly 
gross wage of €600 for all full time employ-
ees

Comptroller and Audit  General €6,933
Central Bank The impact of the introduction of minimum 

gross weekly wage of €600 for all Central 
Bank of Ireland employees on Basic pay 
is an additional c. €270K annually.In addi-
tion, and reflecting PRSI &   Pension add 
on costs the total impact would be c. €341K 
annually

Financial Services Ombudsman Bureau €2,088 



Questions - Written Answers

326

Body The cost to introduce a minimum weekly 
gross wage of €600 for all full time employ-
ees

Investor Compensation Company €628.00 for financial year ending 31 July   
2018€0 for financial year ending 31 July 
2019

Irish Fiscal Advisory Council The cost of introducing a minimum weekly 
gross wage of €600 would be €296.76 a 
week. This only arises for the duration of 
two six-week contracts.  The total cost for 
2017 would be €1,780.56

National Treasury Management Agency €50,560 
Office of the Revenue Commissioners €7,300,000
Tax Appeals Commission c. €15,000

13/07/2017WRL02400Knowledge Development Box

13/07/2017WRL02500237. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance he annual cost of the knowl-
edge development box for each year since it was introduced; and the estimated cost for 2017 
and 2018. [34549/17]

13/07/2017WRL02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
Knowledge Development Box (“KDB”) was introduced with effect from 1 January 2016.  The 
earliest Corporation Tax returns claiming the KDB would therefore be 2016 returns, the bulk 
of which are not due to be filed until later this year.  When these returns have been filed and 
subsequently processed and analysed, Revenue will be in a position to provide this data.  The 
estimated cost of the KDB at the time of Budget 2016 was €31 million on a first year basis and 
€50 million in a full year.

13/07/2017WRL02700Financial Instruments

13/07/2017WRL02800238. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the regulatory differences 
between REITs, QIFs and QIAIFs; the number of QIAIFs in operation here; the date of com-
mencement of each; the country of origin of each; the value of commercial and residential 
property held by each QIAIF; the estimated annual rental income collected; the net value of tax 
collected annually net of withholding tax refunds since their introduction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34613/17]

13/07/2017WRL02900239. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the impact 
of the Finance Act 2016 on the operation of QIAIFs, including but not limited to the impact on 
taxes paid; if the changes were retrospective; if they apply to QIAIFs in existence prior to the 
operation of the Finance Act 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34638/17]

13/07/2017WRL03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 238 
and 239 together.

Qualifying Investor Funds (“QIF’s”) and Qualifying Investor Alternative Investment Funds 
(“QIAIF’s”) are forms of investment undertakings and are regulated by the Central Bank.  QI-
AIFs were introduced in July 2013 to meet the requirements of the Alternative Investment 
Fund Managers Directive.  It is a non UCITS fund.  These vehicles are targeted at sophisticated 
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private investors and institutional investors.  All investors in a QIAIF must make an initial sub-
scription of €100,000.  QIAIFs are generally used for riskier alternative investment strategies 
such as hedge funds, real estate funds and venture capital/equity funds.  The normal investment 
and borrowing restrictions generally imposed by the Central Bank on Irish funds aimed at 
smaller scale investors are relaxed for QIAIFs, recognising the ability of their investor group to 
bear a higher level of risk.  

A REIT is a collective investment vehicle specifically designed to hold property.  It is a 
quoted company and must be listed on the main stock exchange of an EEA country.  In line with 
their company status they are subject to the provisions of the Companies Acts.  The requirement 
that they are listed on the main stock exchange of an EEA country, also means that they are also 
subject to the rules of the relevant stock exchange.  

Finance Act 2016 provided for the introduction of a tax regime for Irish Real Estate Funds 
(‘IREFs’).  The section was introduced to address the use of certain collective investment ve-
hicles to invest in Irish property by non-resident investors.  The IREF regime provides for taxa-
tion of investment undertakings, where 25% of the value of that undertaking is made up of Irish 
real estate assets

As a result of these changes a QIAIF that has more than 25% of its value derived from Irish 
Real Estate assets will become an Irish Real estate Fund. This legislation is applied to profits 
from January 1 2017 and applies to all QIAIF’s that meet this threshold regardless of their date 
of origination. 

I am advised by Revenue that data regarding the full impact of the Finance Act 2016 amend-
ments will not be available until the first returns for IREFs are examined; these are due by 
30 January 2018 for an accounting period ending on or before 30 June 2017 and by 30 June 
2018 in connection with an accounting period ending between 1 July and 31 December 2017. 

13/07/2017WRL03200Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

13/07/2017WRL03300240. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the scheme 
for primary medical certificates and expand the scheme for persons that have been diagnosed 
with severe autism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34706/17]

13/07/2017WRL03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT, up to a certain limit, 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax.

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate.  To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

-  be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

-  be without both hands or without both arms;

-  be without one or both legs;
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-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

-  have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

The criteria to qualify for the Scheme are necessarily precise and specific.  After six months 
a citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure.  Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant provided for members of the Scheme, the Scheme repre-
sented a cost of €65 million in 2016.  This does not include the revenue foregone to the Local 
Government Fund in respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme. 

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities and that the relief has been maintained at current levels throughout the crisis 
despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation.  From time to time I receive rep-
resentations from individuals who feel they would benefit from the Scheme but do not qualify 
under the six criteria.  While I have sympathy for these cases, given the scale and scope of the 
Scheme, I have no plans to expand the medical criteria beyond the six currently provided for in 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

13/07/2017WRL03500Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRL03600241. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 292 of 20 June 2017, the number of former TDs that applied for board positions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34847/17]

13/07/2017WRL03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public Appointments Service is 
the centralised provider of recruitment, assessment and selection services for the Civil Service, 
Local Authorities, the Health Service Executive, An Garda Síochána and other public bodies. 

The Public Appointments Service also aims to provide an open, efficient and effective gate-
way and process to identify top quality people for consideration by Ministers for appointment to 
State Boards.  The website www.stateboards.ie is the channel used by the Public Appointments 
Service to both inform the public of vacancies on State Boards and to collate expressions of 
interest in those roles for the Minister.  For each position advertised, the PAS process includes 
an assessment of all applications, following which a list of suitable candidates is submitted for 
my consideration.  As this list of suitable candidates may not include all applicants following 
the PAS assessment process, it is not possible to provide the number of former TDs that may 
have applied for positions on boards under the aegis of my Department.  

13/07/2017WRL03800Decentralisation Programme

13/07/2017WRL03900242. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will commence a programme of decentralisation of Departments throughout the country; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33897/17]

13/07/2017WRL04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Depu-
ty will be aware, The Decentralisation Programme announced in December 2003 involved the 
relocation of over 10,000 civil and public service jobs to 53 locations in 25 counties. 
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Up to the date of the cancellation of the programme, about a third of the target numbers, 
over 3,400 posts were decentralised.  The proportion of civil servants working outside Dublin 
is now just over 50%. 

The Government agreed in November 2011 that the Decentralisation Programme should be 
cancelled in the light of the budgetary and staffing outlook.  It was agreed that one project, the 
Defence Forces in the Curragh, should proceed, on a cost effective basis, as soon as budgetary 
resources permit. 

There are currently no plans at the present time to introduce a further programme of decen-
tralisation. 

13/07/2017WRL04100Garda Stations

13/07/2017WRL04200243. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of a project (details supplied); when this project is likely to proceed to construction stage; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34622/17]

13/07/2017WRL04300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The OPW has completed its role in the acquisition of a property for the new 
Garda Station in question.

The OPW and the CSSO continue to press for completion of the process by the Vendor of 
the property.

Until the acquisition process is fully completed, it is not possible to determine or advise on 
the timeframes for planning, construction or completion of the project.  In view of the Deputy’s 
repeated interest and questioning on the matter, I can advise that any change in circumstances 
could be made available to him or he may wish to contact my Office directly.

13/07/2017WRL04400Public Procurement Contracts

13/07/2017WRL04500244. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he has 
satisfied himself with the guidelines available to SMEs to access State procurement contracts.  
[34712/17]

13/07/2017WRL04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public Pro-
curement is governed by EU and National rules.  The aim of these rules is to promote an open, 
competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers the best value 
for money.  It would be a breach of the EU rules for a public body to favour particular candi-
dates on grounds such as organisation size, locality, nationality, etc. and there are legal remedies 
which may be used against any public body infringing these rules.  

Guidance in relation to facilitating SMEs participation in Public Procurement is contained 
in the National Policy Framework of the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) which 
consists of five strands:

-  legislation (Directives, Regulations)

-  policy (Circulars etc.)

-  the Capital Works Management Framework
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-  General Procurement Guidelines

-  more detailed technical guidelines, template documents and notes issued periodically by 
the Policy Unit of the Office of Government Procurement (OGP)

The main policy document in the area of measures to support SME access to public procure-
ment is contained within Circular 10/14 which was issued by my Department in April 2014.  
This sets out positive measures that contracting authorities should take to promote the involve-
ment of smaller enterprises and highlights practices that are to be avoided which may hinder 
small businesses in competing for public contracts.

The main initiatives set out in the circular are as follows:

-  buyers are advised to undertake  market analysis prior to tendering in order to better un-
derstand the range of goods and services on offer, the competitive landscape, including the spe-
cific capabilities of SMEs, etc.

-  the circular promotes transparency in procurement by requiring supplies and general 
services contracts with an estimated value of €25,000 to be advertised on the Government’s 
electronic tendering portal, e-Tenders;

-  it encourages suppliers  including SMEs to fully use e-Tenders and avail of its facilities 
in relation to registration, e-tendering and automatic alerts in relation to  future tendering op-
portunities;

-  buyers are encouraged not to set turnover thresholds at more than twice the estimated 
contract value and the circular puts limits on insurance levels for suppliers where possible;

-  it promotes greater use of  “open” tendering and less use of “restrictive” tendering ;

-  it  encourages SMEs to  consider using consortia where they are not of sufficient scale 
to tender in their own right or where they may lack certain capabilities necessary to provide a 
compelling proposition; and,

-  it encourages Contracting Authorities to break large contracts down into lots where rea-
sonable to do  so and where it does not expose the State to undue risk or significant management 
overheads.

SME participation in public procurement is also addressed through an SME Advisory 
Group which the OGP established for this purpose.  This meets on a quarterly basis.  It includes 
representatives from the Department of Enterprise and Innovation, Enterprise Ireland (EI), In-
terTrade Ireland (ITI), the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC), the 
Irish Business and Employers’ Confederation (IBEC), the Small Firms Association (SFA), the 
Construction Industry Federation (CIF), Chambers Ireland and the Irish Small and Medium En-
terprises Association (ISME).  It is chaired at Minister of State level in line with the Programme 
for Government.  

The OGP will be considering appropriate refinements to enhance the significant measures 
already in place to support SME access.  These will take account of the lessons learned to date 
in the procurement reform programme as well as feedback received through the SME Advisory 
Group and regional briefings. 

13/07/2017WRL04700Budget 2018
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13/07/2017WRL04800245. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will prioritise increasing the budget to the Department of Social Protection in budget 2018, 
in view of the fact that many payments are still behind the rate they were in 2009; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31474/17]

13/07/2017WRL04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Decisions on 
the expenditure allocation to the Department of Social Protection will be taken in the context 
of the 2018 Estimates process.

13/07/2017WRL05000Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRL05100246. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform the way his Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons 
with disabilities during 2017.  [34037/17]

13/07/2017WRL05200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Part 5 of the 
Disability Act 2005 sets out the legal obligations of public service bodies to include promoting 
and supporting the employment of people with disabilities and complying with any statutory 
Code of Practice.

The National Disability Authority (NDA) reports annually on compliance within each pub-
lic service body with a target of  3% of employees with disabilities.  In its latest published report 
for the calendar year 2015, the NDA noted that in the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, 5.1% of staff employed declared disabilities.  

Disability awareness is an integral part of the Induction programme for all new staff with-
in my Department.  Our Health and Wellbeing Programme  focuses on promoting a proactive 
approach to staff health and well-being throughout the year.  The programme aims to encourage 
staff to engage in at least one activity to help with physical or mental well-being and to ensure 
they have the ability to perform at their best.  The programme encompasses a range of activities 
aimed at improving staff morale, reducing stress and embedding a positive attitude.  The pro-
gramme is focused on the key areas of positive mental health, disability awareness, nutritional 
advice, physical fitness, mindfulness, relaxation and resilience.  

Furthermore, all requirements which fall under the remit of my Department’s Disability 
Liaison Officer’s role are actively pursued. 

13/07/2017WRL05300Capital Expenditure Programme

13/07/2017WRL05400247. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
investment by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34072/17]

13/07/2017WRL05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Government’s Capital Plan was announced in September 2015 and outlined 
exchequer capital spending of €27 billion over the next six years.  In the 2016 Summer Eco-
nomic Statement, the Government committed to additional capital investment of €5.14 billion 
over the period of the Plan.  Subsequently, in this week’s 2017 Summer Economic Statement, 
an additional capital investment of €1.5 billion was committed to the remaining period of the 
Capital Plan.

My Department has overall responsibility for the Capital Plan.  Individual Ministers will be 
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able to provide the information sought on projects being funded under the Capital Plan by the 
relevant line Departments.  

The Office of Public Works, as an Office under the aegis of this Department, will be re-
sponding to you directly within the next ten days in accordance with Standing Order 42A.

13/07/2017WRL05600Parking Provision

13/07/2017WRL05700248. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of car parking spaces that are being provided by both the public service and Civil Service 
in Dublin city. [34120/17]

13/07/2017WRL05800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works provide 2,482 car parking spaces in Dub-
lin city (Dublin districts 1, 2 & 4).  2,104 of the spaces are located at owned and leased office 
accommodation managed by the Commissioners.  The other 378 are provided by way of leases 
taken by the Commissioners for stand-alone car parking facilities. 

The total number of spaces provided in these locations has been reduced by circa 900 spaces 
since 2009. 

The Commissioners can only provide information on facilities controlled by the Office of 
Public Works and cannot provide details of arrangements that other Departments or Public Ser-
vice organisations may have in place for the provision of car parking facilities. 

13/07/2017WRM00200Flood Relief Schemes Data

13/07/2017WRM00300249. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the flood relief works including detailed expenditure and plans in the County Louth 
and east County Meath areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34164/17]

13/07/2017WRM00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In relation to the current position on flood relief works in counties Louth and 
Meath, I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works as follows:

Meath: Construction commenced on the Northlands Estate, Bettystown Flood Relief works 
in late October 2016 with an estimated project budget of €2.5m.  It is anticipated that the works 
will take approximately 52 weeks to complete.  €850,000 has been expended to date on this 
project which is being carried out by the Office of Public Works (OPW) direct labour force.

In 2016, the OPW approved funding of €511,200 under its Minor Flood Mitigation Works & 
Coastal Protection scheme to Meath County Council for projects at Ashbourne (€450,000) and 
Woodtown, Co Meath.  The works at Ashbourne are progressing and being carried out by the 
OPW’s direct labour force.  An important channel overflow structure has been completed which 
will have a significant impact on mitigating flooding.  The works at Woodtown are complete 
and funding for these has been fully drawn down.

Louth  : Works commenced in 2017 on the coastal flood relief scheme at Bellurgan and this 
is progressing well.  The estimated project budget for this work is €0.750m and work is ex-
pected to be completed in quarter two 2018.  In addition, the OPW approved funding of €14,400 
under its Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection scheme to Louth County Council 
for a project at Rampark, Lordship, Co. Louth which has been completed with funding fully 
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drawn down.  Also, under the Minor Works scheme, coastal protection works at Baltray have 
been funded and completed.

The OPW carries out its own programme of Arterial Drainage Maintenance on a total of 
11,500km of river channel and approximately 730km of embankments nationally.  These main-
tenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed by the OPW under the Arteri-
al Drainage Acts 1945, whose purpose was primarily to improve the drainage of agricultural 
lands.  The OPW has a statutory duty to maintain the completed schemes in proper repair and 
in an effective condition.  The annual maintenance programme typically involves some clear-
ance of vegetation and removal of silt build-up on an average five-yearly cycle.  During 2016 
maintenance works was carried out on approximately 4km of the Mornington channel and also 
the Northlands channel.

The core strategy for addressing areas at potentially significant risk from flooding, is the 
OPW’s Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme.  It is the 
principal vehicle for implementing the EU Floods Directive and national flood policy.  The 
Programme, which is being undertaken by engineering consultants on behalf of the OPW work-
ing in partnership with the local authorities, involves, following extensive public consultation, 
the production of predictive flood mapping for 300 areas of significant flood risk nationally, 
the development and assessment of flood risk management options and the production of flood 
risk management plans which will include both structural and non-structural measures to ad-
dress flood risk in those areas.  The assessments of flood risk in counties Louth and Meath are 
included in the East CFRAM study.

The draft plans are expected to be completed and submitted for approval by the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform in the Autumn.

13/07/2017WRM00500Flooding Data

13/07/2017WRM00600250. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of proposals for a voluntary home relocation scheme for domestic dwellings affected 
by flooding and unable to receive insurance cover or adequate remedial works; the number of 
homes due to be covered by the scheme; the amount due to be allocated; the timeframe of the 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34229/17]

13/07/2017WRM00700251. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for a voluntary farm building relocation scheme due to flooding issues; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34230/17]

13/07/2017WRM00800252. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the trial on lowering water levels in Lough Allen undertaken by the Shannon Flood 
Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group; if there are legal or statutory impediments to 
such measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34231/17]

13/07/2017WRM00900253. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of meetings held by the interdepartmental flood policy co-ordination group in 2016 and 
to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34232/17]

13/07/2017WRM01000254. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the establishment and operation of the national flood forecasting and warning service 
unit; the number of staff employed in the unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34233/17]
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13/07/2017WRM01100255. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of meetings held by the River Shannon co-ordination group in 2016 and to date in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34234/17]

13/07/2017WRM01200256. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount put aside for the pilot scheme of individual home protection measures; the amount of 
money drawn down; the timeframe for a decision on the future of the pilot scheme’s national 
roll-out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34235/17]

13/07/2017WRM01300258. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the Office of Public Works’ work on riparian rights landowners legal obligations; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34239/17]

13/07/2017WRM01400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 250 to 256, inclusive, and 258 together.

Home and Farm

On April 11 2017, the Government agreed the administrative arrangements for a Homeown-
ers Voluntary Relocation Scheme for those primary residential properties that flooded during 
December 4 2015 to January 13 2016.  This is a national scheme of humanitarian assistance, 
targeting aid at those worst affected properties, for which there are no alternative feasible mea-
sures. 

The first stage of the process has commenced with the OPW working with each of the Lo-
cal Authorities, using their extensive and detailed local knowledge, to identify the homes that 
flooded during the event, those that may not benefit from a known or possible engineering solu-
tion.  These homeowners will be invited to meet with the OPW and others to discuss the details 
of the scheme that involves a survey of each property during the Second Stage.

In addition to the identification process underway with the Local Authorities, homeowners 
may also express an interest directly with the OPW, before July 28 2017, to be considered un-
der the Scheme.  To date 36 expressions of interest have been received from homeowners in 13 
different Local Authority areas.

Full details of the Homeowners Voluntary Relocation Scheme, including the eligibility cri-
teria and how a homeowner may express an interest to be considered under the scheme, are 
available on the OPW website.

Initial funding of €2m has been allocated this year and funding for future years will form 
part of the normal budgetary process.  Once the initial identifications of homes across all the 
Local Authority areas has been completed, the OPW will have a clearer indication of the num-
ber of homes covered by the scheme at Stage 1, above, and the indicative associated costs and 
timescale.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has indicated that the administrative 
arrangements for the Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme will help it, along with its 
own records of aid provided to farmers in response to these floods, identify those farmyard 
buildings worst affected by the flooding during Winter 2015/2016.  That department will con-
tact and work with these individual farms to determine if there are any alternative remedial 
works to protect those farmyard buildings at risk.  This approach will inform the feasibility of 
any future once-off targeted scheme for Voluntary Farm Building Relocation.

Lake Levels and Shannon Group
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The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group met on six occasions 
in 2016 and on one occasion to date in 2017.  Information about the Group is available on the 
OPW website, www.opw.ie. 

The Group took a decision in October 2016 to trial the lowering of the lake levels on Lough 
Allen, within the existing statutory framework, during the Winter 2016/2017 to help mitigate 
potential flood risk.  A protocol was finalised between ESB, Waterways Ireland and the OPW to 
lower the late Autumn and Winter minimum lake levels in Lough Allen by approximately 0.7 
metres with the first reduction implemented in October 2016.  The Group has agreed that the 
trial will be repeated later this year, commencing in late Autumn.

The Group has published its Work Programme for 2017 and is available on the OPW web-
site, www.opw.ie.  It is also developing a plan for strategic maintenance, to help reduce further 
deterioration of the River Shannon, and is considering the development of viable flood risk 
reduction measures in the Shannon Callows, as a further commitment to enhance co-ordinated 
activities by the relevant State Agencies.  These plans are taking into account the environmen-
tal, legal and resource implications involved.

Interdepartmental

The Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group that I chair met four times in 
2016.  Last November the Group presented for consideration and agreement by Government 
an interim report setting out progress on its work and making appropriate recommendations for 
consideration by Government at this time.  The report is available on the OPW website, www.
opw.ie.  Progress continues to be made by sector leads on recommendations within the interim 
report and those policy areas identified that require further action.  The OPW remains in contact 
with sectoral representatives, who are members of the Group and I expect to convene a meeting 
of the Group in the near future, so that the Group’s work is aligned with the outputs of the on 
the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme. 

Flood Forecasting

A Steering Group to establish a National Flood Forecasting Service has met on eleven oc-
casions to date, agreed a Terms of Reference and prepared and agreed an implementation plan 
comprising a number of phases, including an initial set-up phase and a development and trial 
phase.  Given the complexities involved in establishing, designing, developing and testing this 
new service, it is anticipated that it will take at least 5 years before it is fully operational and 
it is estimated it will require a staffing complement of 15 full-time posts. Met Éireann has ap-
pointed one new staff member to date to lead the project.  Arrangements for further recruitment 
of additional specialist staff are well advanced.

IPP pilot

The Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group is considering the potential costs 
and benefits associated with the introduction of an individual property protection scheme. 

The Group is being informed by two different pilot projects, in Thomastown and Graigue-
namanagh in County Kilkenny and Crossmolina in County Mayo.  The Co-ordination Group’s 
work, when completed, will be submitted to Government for consideration in the context of the 
merits of the introduction by Government of any scheme to support individual property protec-
tion measures. 

Both pilots are being funded through the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal 
Protection Scheme.  In respect of the Kilkenny pilot, the OPW is funding the costs of a research 
and feasibility study into the potential provision of individual property protection.  Kilkenny 
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County Council is considering the consulting engineers’ preliminary report to help inform rec-
ommendations to the OPW on the next stages of the pilot. To date the council have drawn down 
some €30,000 towards the cost of the study.  

In Crossmolina, consultants have undertaken surveys of individual properties to assess their 
suitability for floodgates and Mayo County Council has procured a contractor who is currently 
installing the defences at the relevant properties.  The OPW has provided €109,000 in funding 
to date. 

Riparian Guide

Work to develop guidance to clarify the rights and responsibilities of landowners in rela-
tion to the maintenance of any watercourse on or near their lands is at an advanced stage. It is 
expected that legal advice to help finalise the guide will be sought in the coming weeks. 

13/07/2017WRM02100Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme

13/07/2017WRM02200257. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the minor works flood scheme review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34236/17]

13/07/2017WRM02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can inform the Deputy that on 7 July,  I announced and welcomed the comple-
tion of the review of the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme which 
includes many improvements to the eligibility/benefit criteria of the Scheme.

The scheme provides funding to local authorities to carry out localised flood relief works.

My Office conducted this review, in consultation with stakeholders such as the local author-
ities, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the IFA.  I am pleased to note that 
many of the concerns of these stakeholders were taken into account in the review.  For example, 
the upper financial threshold has been increased substantially from €500,000 to €750,000 and 
benefit allowances have been updated to reflect different property types, with the inclusion of 
farm yard/buildings as commercial premises.

I am also delighted to confirm that the assessment of value of agricultural land has been up-
dated using the Standard Farm Output Figure from the CSO Census of Agriculture 2013.  This 
will provide more reliable data for each county on a regional basis for the calculation of benefit 
attached to agricultural land. 

All local authorities have been notified of the revised criteria, which are effective for appli-
cations received after 1 June 2017.  The revised criteria are available on www.opw.ie

Question No. 258 answered with Question No. 250.

13/07/2017WRM02500Mobile Telephony Services

13/07/2017WRM02600259. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 98 of 5 July 2017, the location of the three sites involved; if 
there is current up to date planning permission in each of these; the annual income received in 
each of these since the equipment was installed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34310/17]
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13/07/2017WRM02700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy 
Kevin Boxer Moran): I understand from the Deputy that this question refers to locations at 
which telephone masts or other telecommunications signals are provided on State land with the 
knowledge of the Office of Public Works (OPW) in County Laois.  There are three such sites 
in County Laois and these are located at Portarlington Garda Station, Portlaoise Garda Station 
and Stradbally Garda Station.

As previously indicated in my reply to Parliamentary Question number 98 of 5 July 2017 a 
standard licence agreement sets out the terms and conditions under which mobile phone opera-
tors are permitted to locate OPW property.  Under the terms of the licence, the mobile phone op-
erators are solely responsible for all planning applications.  No application for planning can be 
made without the OPW’s consent as property owners.  A third party service provider currently 
provides a managed service to the OPW in connection with the operation and management of 
its sites.  This service includes any matters relating to planning.  OPW is not aware of any issues 
relating to planning at any of these sites.

The total annual income received at these sites is €9,821.

13/07/2017WRM02800Brexit Issues

13/07/2017WRM02900260. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department has conducted an up to date assessment of the impact that the uncertainty regard-
ing Brexit will have on PEACE funds which are an important investment in Border areas, both 
north and south; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34321/17]

13/07/2017WRM03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I fully ap-
preciate the uncertainty that Brexit has caused not just for the PEACE programme but also for 
INTERREG.  For that reason I am committed to the successful implementation of the current 
programmes and to successor programmes post-2020.

I was pleased, therefore, to be able to announce last October that agreement had been 
reached between my Department and the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland on a safe-
guard clause to Brexit proof funding agreements with programme beneficiaries.  

Now that that short term objective has been achieved, my medium term objective is to en-
sure successful implementation of the current programmes out to 2020, through a period during 
which the UK is expected to leave the EU.  My longer term objective is secure agreement for 
successor programmes post-2020.  Work is underway in my Department to address these me-
dium and long term objectives.

13/07/2017WRM03100Flood Relief Schemes Status

13/07/2017WRM03200261. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the Enniscorthy flood defence scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34402/17]

13/07/2017WRM03300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The River Slaney (Enniscorthy) Flood Relief Scheme is currently being pro-
gressed by Wexford County Council with funding provided by the Office of Public Works. The 
current position is as follows –

Wexford County Council has appointed two separate consultants for the flood relief scheme 
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and for an associated bridge.  The majority of Ecological surveys are complete.  The bird sur-
vey is ongoing, as is an examination of potential impacts on Pearl Mussels in conjunction with 
Inland Fisheries.

During the ground investigations, artefacts were found in the Slaney River.  These are cur-
rently being examined by an archaeologist.  However, the archaeologist has suggested that they 
will not negatively impact the scheme.

A Public Information Day is expected to be held in Q3 2017, outlining the current design of 
the scheme, and confirmation documents will be subsequently sent to DPER.

13/07/2017WRM03400National Minimum Wage

13/07/2017WRM03500262. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost of introducing a minimum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34604/17]

13/07/2017WRM03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, the following table outlines the annual cost of implementing a mini-
mum weekly gross wage of €15 an hour for all employees in my Department and the bodies 
under its aegis:

Organisation Annual Cost €
Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform

272,453

National Shared Services Office 3,054,430
Office of Government Procurement 248,753
Public Appointments Service 670,359
Office of the Ombudsman 257,750
State Laboratory 54,944
Office of Public Works 3,722,000
Institute of Public Administration (IPA) 15,000
Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) No additional cost

13/07/2017WRM03700Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRM03800263. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost to introduce a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full-time employees under the 
aegis of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34605/17]

13/07/2017WRM03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, the following table outlines the annual cost of implementing a mini-
mum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full time employees in my Department and the bodies 
under its aegis:

Organisation Annual Cost €
Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform

151,813

National Shared Services Office 2,203,267
Office of Government Procurement 177,591
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Organisation Annual Cost €
Public Appointments Service 503,483
Office of the Ombudsman 165,891
State Laboratory 19,500
Office of Public Works 984,000
Institute of Public Administration (IPA) No additional cost
Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) No additional cost

13/07/2017WRM04000Departmental Funding

13/07/2017WRM04100264. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
projects are to be funded by his Department in counties Cavan and Monaghan in 2017 (details 
supplied); if so, the specific projects and the funding per project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34656/17]

13/07/2017WRM04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office of 
Public Works will respond to you directly within the next ten days in accordance with Standing 
Order 42A.

13/07/2017WRM04300Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRM04400265. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 387 of 20 June 2017, the number of former TDs that applied 
for board positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34850/17]

13/07/2017WRM04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Board of 
the Public Appointments Service (PAS) is the only State Board under the aegis of my Depart-
ment. I am informed by the PAS that one applicant declared that they were a former TD when 
the vacancies were last advertised in 2014.

13/07/2017WRM04600Teachers’ Remuneration

13/07/2017WRM04700266. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
the situation whereby a teacher is hired on a fixed-term contract but is listed as a substitute 
teacher on their payslip (details supplied) without receiving the pay and conditions of a substi-
tute; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33592/17]

13/07/2017WRM04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the post primary sector 
there are four categories of non-permanent teaching contracts:

Regular part-time contracted teacher: A regular part-time teacher is appointed where the 
need for a teacher is viable for at least a year, e.g., covering concessionary hours or for a career 
break. 

Temporary whole-time teacher: A temporary whole-time teacher is appointed to work full 
hours on a temporary basis, normally for at least one year e.g., replacing a teacher on second-
ment or where the Department does not sanction a permanent position. 

Non-casual part-time teacher: A non-casual part-time teacher is appointed where there is 
a specific need for a teacher for less than a year but more than 150 hours in total in the year  e.g., 
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covering for a teacher on maternity leave.

Casual part-time teacher: A casual part time teacher is appointed where there is a casual 
need for hours to be covered e.g., replacing a teacher on short-term sick leave.

Regular part-time contracted teachers and Temporary whole-time teachers are set up on the 
Department’s payroll by the Post Primary Payroll Section.  They are contracted to teach for the 
entire school year. 

 In the case of teachers who obtain part-time hours in a casual /non casual capacity in post 
primary schools, as is the case for the teacher involved, their details and the number of hours 
worked are input on the On-Line claims System (OLCS) in the school.  Claims and details of 
part-time hours worked are transferred automatically to the Department’s payroll.  Payments in 
respect of Substitute and Part Time service is reflected on the payslip as Substitute pay due to 
printing constraints.  The payslip also contains the number of hours being paid on the payslip 
under the heading Substitute/Part Time Work. 

Substitutes and part-time workers receive the pay and conditions that they are entitled to, 
for example holiday pay entitlement under Circular 0015/2015.   The teacher referred to by the 
Deputy received their most recent holiday pay entitlement on 22 June 2017. 

13/07/2017WRM04900Departmental Funding

13/07/2017WRM05000267. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount provided 
to organisations engaged in lifelong learning in 2017; the amount targeted at learners over 65 
years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33640/17]

13/07/2017WRM05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Goal 2 in the Further Edu-
cation and Training Strategy 2014-2019 relates to active inclusion which aims to support the 
active inclusion of individuals of all ages and abilities to participate in further education and 
training (FET) to enable every citizen to fully participate in society.

Over €800 million will be invested by my Department through SOLAS, for the delivery by 
Education and Training Boards throughout the country, of a broad range of high quality further 
education and training programmes that will provide for around 300,000 beneficiaries this year.

While those aged 65 years and over are eligible to participate in further education and train-
ing programmes, they are not targeted as a discrete group based on age.  However with the 
exception of the Youthreach programme, which is aimed at early school leavers under 25 years 
of age, there is no upper age eligibility applicable to FET programmes. 

Participation rates within FET by those aged over 65 years are not currently available.  
However as the new Programme and Learner Support System (PLSS) which commenced full 
implementation this year is embedded across FET, it will be possible to provide a vast range of 
data including information on participant profile.

Through SOLAS, my Department will also provide over €66,000 to Age Action Ireland this 
year, who provide a range of services to support older people including the provision of training 
courses.

Recognising the importance of lifelong learning, the National Skills Strategy 2025 has set 
targets to increase participation rates to 10% in the medium term and to 15% by 2025.  To suit 
the individual lives of learners of all ages and to support this objective,  the Programme for 
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Government includes the commitment to support an increase in the number of flexible courses 
available, giving people the opportunity to attend courses part time, during evenings, in the 
summer and at weekends.  

The 2017 Further Education and Training Service Plan which will shortly be published  by 
SOLAS will  include information on the range of flexible and part time programmes to be 
provided.  Further information on these  programmes can now be accessed via the recently 
launched fetchcourses.ie website.

13/07/2017WRM05200Departmental Functions

13/07/2017WRM05300268. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
more regulation in the beauty industry (details supplied). [33642/17]

13/07/2017WRM05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department, through 
SOLAS and the Education and Training Boards provides for some publicly funded training to 
the beauty industry.  However the issue of an annual licence and the regulation of industry does 
not come within the remit of my Department or its agencies.

13/07/2017WRN00200Schools Building Projects Status

13/07/2017WRN00300269. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe 
and commencement date for the replacement school building for a school (details supplied); if 
the funding is in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33644/17]

13/07/2017WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major school building 
project to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning - Stage 2(b).  
All statutory approvals have been secured.

However, following the necessary appointment of a replacement Mechanical & Electrical 
Engineer the Design Team in association with the newly appointed Engineer are working on a 
revised M&E report which will be submitted to the Department when it is completed.  My De-
partment will revert to the school with regard to the further progression of the project following 
consideration of that report.

Upon receipt and review of this report the Department will revert to the Board of Manage-
ment with regard to the further progression of the project at that time.

13/07/2017WRN00500Schools Building Projects Status

13/07/2017WRN00600270. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a new 
school building (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33652/17]

13/07/2017WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning - Stage 2(b), which 
includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Certificate and Disability Access Cer-
tificate and the preparation of Tender Documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by the Department.  Following this review the 
Design Team have been authorised to commence the process to carry out a prequalification of 
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contractors for this project.  Once the prequalification process is complete the Department will 
be in contact with the Design Team and Board of Management regarding the further progress of 
the project to tender and construction stage.

13/07/2017WRN00800School Accommodation Provision

13/07/2017WRN00900271. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the ex-
pected new ASD unit for a school (details supplied) will commence construction on site in 
Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33691/17]

13/07/2017WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers was approved funding to provide a two classroom ASD unit under my Depart-
ment’s Additional School Accommodation Scheme.

The school authority have submitted an alternative proposal to my Department which in-
cludes additional accommodation to that approved, together with improvement works to the 
school, with significant cost implications.  The proposal is currently under consideration and 
my Department will be in direct contact with the school on the matter.

13/07/2017WRN01100Special Educational Needs Staff

13/07/2017WRN01200272. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
peal for a school (details supplied) in respect of the provision for an SNA for September 2017. 
[33694/17]

13/07/2017WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I recently announced 
that 975 additional SNAs will be available for allocation to schools from September 2017 
which is a 7.5% increase to meet the demands for the new school year.

A total of 13,990 SNA posts will now be available at a gross annual cost of €458 million.  
This is more SNAs than we have ever had previously and will ensure that all children who 
qualify for SNA support can continue to receive access to such support.

In total, the number of SNAs available has increased by over 32% since 2011, when 10,575 
posts were available.

The NCSE has advised all schools of their allocations for SNA support for the coming 
2017/18 school year.  Details of SNA allocations which have been made to schools have been 
published on by the NCSE on their website at http://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NC-
SE-17_18-SNA-Allocation-Primary.pdf. 

Where a school wishes to make an application for SNA support in respect of a child who 
was not considered as part of this allocation process they may continue to make such applica-
tions to the NCSE.

In circumstances where a school, or parent, is unhappy with the allocation of SNA support 
which has been made, or considers the level of support allocated is not sufficient to meet the 
care needs of the pupils concerned, the school or parent, may appeal that decision via the NCSE 
appeals process.  Details of the NCSE appeals process is available at www.ncse.ie.  The closing 
date for receipt of appeals is 29 August 2017.

As the question to which the Deputy refers relates to a particular school, the matter has been 
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referred to the NCSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRN01400Teachers’ Remuneration

13/07/2017WRN01500273. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 94 of 14 December 2016, the position regarding some ETB teachers that are 
being paid their holiday payment in arrears; if there have been developments on matter; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33741/17]

13/07/2017WRN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department published 
Circular Letter 0015/2015 in February 2015 to advise schools of revised pay arrangements 
for casual and non-casual teachers which took effect from the commencement of the 2015/16 
school year, following agreement at the Teachers Conciliation Council.

Prior to September 2015, the daily/hourly rates paid to casual and non-casual teachers per/
day hour worked included an element in respect of annual leave.  This practice is known as 
“rolled-up holiday pay” and derives from a collective agreement on the appropriate rate of pay 
for part-time teachers reached at the Teachers Conciliation Council in 2003. Circular 0015/2015 
ceased the practice of paying “rolled-up holiday pay” to casual and non-casual teachers and in-
troduced a separate payment in respect of holiday pay.  This change was necessary to bring the 
method of remunerating such teachers into line with the European Union Working Time Direc-
tive, following a decision of the European Commission.  It is important to note that the overall 
remuneration of such teachers was not changed as a result of the Circular.

13/07/2017WRN01700School Costs

13/07/2017WRN01800274. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to circular 
0032/17, the number of schools that have indicated to his Department that they intend to imple-
ment the measures outlined for September 2018; the way in which his Department plans to 
ensure implementation of the circular; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33742/17]

13/07/2017WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My ambition is to make the 
Irish education and training service the best in Europe within a decade. 

To deliver on my ambition to be the best we have to improve information and complaint 
procedures for parents and students, particularly in relation to costs.

I want to give parents a strong voice in ensuring costs are always kept to a minimum.

Schools have to do everything possible to keep costs down for parents, including the use of 
generic items, sew on or iron on crests, and making sure that various elements of the uniform 
can be purchased in multiple stores.

In the Action Plan for Education I have committed to the restoration of capitation payments. 
In restoring capitation payments, where schools have introduced these cost effective principles, 
they will receive a premium capitation payment. 

I believe that full transparency in relation to the use of any voluntary contributions is impor-
tant information for parents to have.  The Parent and Student Charter will require every school 
to set out a financial statement, which will include information on how any voluntary contribu-
tions are used.
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This is part of a suite of measures I am introducing, including the School Admissions Bill 
which will reform information and procedures around the process of school enrolment, and the 
commencement of Fitness to Teach, which allow a complaint to be made about a registered 
teacher to the Teaching to Council for the first time.

Circular letter 32/2017 ‘Measures to be adopted by schools to reduce the cost of school 
uniforms and other costs’ was published at the end of April and is available on my Departments 
website.

Following the implementation of the circular, school authorities will be required to adopt 
the following principles of cost-effective practice which will put a greater emphasis on reducing 
the cost of school uniforms and other costs:

-  All elements of a school uniform should be purchasable from various stores;

-  Only iron on or sew on crests should be used;

-  Wherever possible, generic rather than branded items should be specified (e.g. uniform, 
clothing, IT tablets, sports equipment etc.);

-  Provide parents with a list of all required items and indicate the likely costs of these re-
quired items at best value stores;

-  Provide a book rental scheme;

-  Phase out, between now and September 2018, the use of workbooks which cannot be 
reused;

-  Where an exclusive supply arrangement applies, it should be tendered for regularly and

-  The Board of Management in each school will have to review the cost of items which they 
require parents to purchase and to make this information available to the school community.

Schools will consult with parents on their views and ask for suggestions on cost reduction 
initiatives. Parents will be asked for their views about school uniform costs, and other costs, 
through a questionnaire.

As resources permit, it is my intention to reward schools that can provide evidence of having 
adopted the principles of cost-effective practice. It is intended that this could be done through 
some premium in capitation grants for schools.

The Action Plan for Education 2016-2019 outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented 
over the 3 year period 2016 to 2019. One of these actions aim to restore capitation funding 
over a three-year period as resources permit. It was not possible to provide additional funding 
in Budget 2017 in relation to capitation funding due to the many competing demands for the 
available funding. However, this commitment remains a priority for me to address as soon as 
possible during the lifetime of the Action Plan.

Circular 32/2017 recognises that schools may already have arrangements made for school 
uniforms and other school costs for September 2017. Therefore it is envisaged that it will be the 
school year 2018/2019 school year before schools can provide evidence of having adopted the 
principles of cost-effective practice. 

When budgetary resources are available to provide an increase in capitation for schools, my 
Department will then consider the most appropriate mechanism to gather evidence on whether 
or not schools have adopted the principles of cost-effective practice.
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13/07/2017WRN02000European Court of Human Rights Judgments

13/07/2017WRN02100275. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date of the sub-
mission of the updated action plan under the judgement by a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33743/17]

13/07/2017WRN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In terms of implementing 
the ECtHR judgement in the O’Keeffe case, Ireland is obliged to file bi-annual action plans with 
the Council of Europe outlining the steps being taken to implement the ECtHR judgment- these 
action plans are in the public domain and can be accessed on the Council of Europe’s website.  
The next (the 7th) Action Plan is due to be submitted on 28 July 2017.

13/07/2017WRN02300School Textbooks

13/07/2017WRN02400276. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of capital 
and current expenditure on the school book grant schemes over each of the past ten years, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33744/17]

13/07/2017WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
funding of €16 million annually to schools to support the operation of school book rental 
schemes for students in all recognised primary and post-primary schools within the Free Edu-
cation Scheme. 

The arrangements in relation to this scheme are set out in Circular 0046/2013 which is pub-
lished on my Department’s website. 

In addition, Budget 2014 provided funding of €5 million per annum for three years to sup-
port the establishment of book rental schemes in primary schools that did not operate such 
schemes.  449 schools committed to establishing such a book rental scheme. DEIS schools re-
ceived €150 per pupil and non-DEIS schools received €100 per pupil in seed capital to establish 
book rental schemes.  

Primary schools that were operating book rental schemes prior to 2014 also benefitted from 
funding.  These arrangements are set out in Circular 0030/2015 which is published on my De-
partment’s website.

Every primary school has now been given the opportunity to benefit from the funding se-
cured for the establishment of School Book Rental Schemes. The most recent figures available 
at primary level indicate that 95% of primary schools operate a book rental scheme. 

The most recent figures available at post-primary level indicate that 65% of schools operate 
book rental schemes.

The attached document gives a breakdown of funding provided by my Department for the 
operation of school book rental schemes to primary schools for the period from 2008 to 2017 
and for post-primary schools for the period from 2009 to 2017. The breakdown for book grant 
funding at post-primary level is not readily available for 2008.

Funding for Primary and Post Primary School Book Grant

Post Primary Schools Book Grant 
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Year Book Grant Paid
2009 €3,195,671
2010 €7,801,046
2011 €7,968,084
2012 €8,085,243
2013 €8,273,229
2014 €8,410,203
2015 €8,610,096
2016 €8,747,325
2017 €8,990,202

Primary Schools Book Grant

Year Book Grant Paid Seed Capital for 
Book Rental

Total 

2008 €6,466,426 €6,466,426
2009 €3,810,000 €3,810,000
2010 €6,870,617 €6,870,617
2011 €6,906,112 €6,906,112
2012 €6,980,684 €6,980,684
2013 €7,090,319 €7,090,319
2014 €7,198,663 €4,996,160 €12,194,823
2015 €7,295,476 €5,489,790 €12,785,266
2016 €7,394,194 €5,281,730 €12,675,924
2017 €7,445,089 €7,445,089

13/07/2017WRN02600Student Grant Scheme

13/07/2017WRN02700277. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has requested a 
technical study on the operation of a student loan scheme; if this study has been commissioned; 
the person by whom the study is being carried out; the date of completion of the study; the terms 
of reference of the study; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33745/17]

13/07/2017WRN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Cassells report consid-
ers a number of potential funding options including the deferred payment of student fees. 

The report was referred to the Oireachtas Committee on Education and Skills by my col-
league Minister Bruton in order to build political consensus on the most appropriate sustainable 
future funding model for higher education. 

No policy decisions are being taken in this area pending the outcome of examination of the 
Cassells report by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Education and Skills.

I look forward to receiving the recommendations from the Joint Committee once they have 
concluded their consultation and engagement with relevant stakeholders. 

Arising from the future funding options presented in the Expert Group report, technical 
work in relation to income contingent student loans is being undertaken by an inter-departmen-
tal group chaired by my Department. 
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This work of the inter-departmental group is intended to address some of the practical issues 
that will have to be considered if there is a policy decision in the future to introduce an income 
contingent loan scheme. 

13/07/2017WRN02900School Transport Data

13/07/2017WRN03000278. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of con-
cessionary applications for school transport for the 2017-18 school year by county; the number 
of which are new applications in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33746/17]

13/07/2017WRN03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

I have asked Bus Éireann to issue the figures directly to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRN03200School Transport Eligibility

13/07/2017WRN03300279. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date upon which 
parents will be informed of the decision on school transport for the 2017-18 academic year; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33747/17]

13/07/2017WRN03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In general, children who are eligible for school transport for the 2017/18 school year will be 
issued with tickets when they submit their payment details to Bus Éireann.

Children who are not eligible for school transport and who have applied for transport on a 
concessionary basis will only be issued with tickets where there are spare seats available after 
all eligible children have been accommodated.  

13/07/2017WRN03500State Examinations Data
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13/07/2017WRN03600280. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
plications that were made under the reasonable accommodation scheme for certificate exami-
nations for the 2017 sittings; the number that were decided by the school; the number of ap-
plications that were determined by the State Examinations Commission; the number that were 
successful and unsuccessful, by junior certificate and leaving certificate figures; the number of 
instances whereby additional information in the form of professional reports or assessments 
were required in support of the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33748/17]

13/07/2017WRN03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  The Commission in this regard operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations 
in the Certificate Examinations. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

13/07/2017WRN03800Apprenticeship Data

13/07/2017WRN03900281. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 2017 target 
of 800 new apprenticeship registrations and 15 new apprenticeships will be met in September 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33749/17]

13/07/2017WRN04000282. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress in the 
development of the 15 new apprenticeship schemes for intake in September 2017; the details of 
the new apprenticeships; the number of places available on each; the date on which each will 
be open for application; if applications have been made to date in 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33750/17]

13/07/2017WRN04100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The recently published Action Plan to Expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship in Ireland 2016-
2020, sets out a series of detailed actions and annual targets on how the commitments set out 
in the Action Plan for Education in the area will be met.  This year, in the case of new appren-
ticeships, the plan targets 800 registrations across 15 cumulative programmes.  To date five 
programmes have been developed by the Apprenticeship Council and are currently operation-
al, in Insurance Practice, Industrial Electrical Engineering, Polymer Processing Technology, 
Manufacturing Technology and Manufacturing Engineer.  Subject to successful validation, a 
further 10 programmes are expected to get underway later this year in various sectors includ-
ing hospitality, financial services and accountancy.  I am confident that we will meet our target 
registrations for 2017 as these additional programmes get underway over the coming months. 

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to number of places available in 2017 
and current registrations on new programmes that are operational is set out on the attached 
tabular statement.  As further programmes are validated the process of approving employers 
and registering apprentices on these programmes will get under way.

 - Apprenticeship Expected intake 
(2017)

Registration opened 

1 Insurance Practice
Level 8     3 years 150 Now
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 - Apprenticeship Expected intake 
(2017)

Registration opened 

2 Industrial Electrical 
Engineer
Level 7     2 years 30 Now

3 Polymer Processing 
Technology
Level 7     3 years 20 Now

4 Manufacturing Tech-
nology
Level 6     2 years 30 Now

5 Manufacturing Engi-
neering
Level 7     3 years 30 Now

Registrations on consortia led new apprenticeships for 2016/2017

 - Total
Electrical 12

Engineering 32
Financial services 70

Total 114
The additional 10 new apprenticeships in the pipeline are set to make up the remaining 

registrations.

13/07/2017WRN04300Student Accommodation

13/07/2017WRN04400283. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has put in place a student accommodation strategy as outlined in Rebuilding Ireland; the date 
on which this strategy will be published; the actions that will be undertaken to alleviate the 
student accommodation crisis in Autumn 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33751/17]

13/07/2017WRN04500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor): A Student Accommodation Strategy is currently being finalised by my Department 
and will be submitted for approval to Government prior to publication.  

13/07/2017WRN04600Special Educational Needs Staff

13/07/2017WRN04700284. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the allocations 
of SNA will be made. [33792/17]

13/07/2017WRN04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I recently announced 
that 975 additional SNAs will be available for allocation to schools from September 2017, fol-
lowing a Government decision on the matter.

This represents an increase of 7.5% to meet the demand for the new school year.

A total of 13,990 SNA posts will now be available, at a gross annual cost of €458 million.  
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This is more SNAs than we have ever had previously and will ensure that all children who 
qualify for SNA support can continue to receive access to such support.

In total, the number of SNAs available has increased by over 32% since 2011, when 10,575 
posts were available.

The National Council for Special Education has advised all schools of their allocations for 
SNA support for the coming 2017/18 school year. Details of the allocations which have been 
made to schools have now been published on their website - www.ncse.ie.

13/07/2017WRN04900Schools Building Projects Expenditure

13/07/2017WRN05000285. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the application for capital funding for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33894/17]

13/07/2017WRN05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department received an application from the school referred to for additional accom-
modation to provide a link corridor and ancillary accommodation.

The process of assessing the application is currently being progressed and my Department 
will be in contact with the school authorities in the matter as soon as possible.

13/07/2017WRN05200Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

13/07/2017WRN05300286. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
spent by his Department in 2016 on external consultants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33901/17]

13/07/2017WRN05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): For the deputy’s informa-
tion, details of all consultancy payments made by my Department for the year 2016 are avail-
able on the Department’s website 

http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Corporate-Reports/Financial-Reports/Expendi-
ture-on-Consultancy/Expenditure-on-Consultancy-by-Department-of-Education-and-Skills-
in-2016.pdf

13/07/2017WRN05500Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRN05600287. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the way his Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with disabili-
ties during 2017.  [34030/17]

13/07/2017WRN05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Funding for special educa-
tion provision in 2017 will amount to some €1.68 billion, which is equivalent to approximately 
19% of the gross overall current allocation for education and training and represents an increase 
in spending in this area of 12% over the last two years.

Funding in 2017 includes:

-  Over 13,400 Special Education Teaching posts in mainstream primary and post primary 
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schools for the 2017/2018 school year, to provide additional teaching support to pupils with 
special educational needs.

-  13,990 Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) which will be available for allocation to primary, 
post primary and special schools for the new school year, this is 975 more posts, or a 7% in-
crease, in the number of posts over which were available last year.

-  Over 1,400 teachers in 125 special schools.

-  Almost 1,300 special classes which includes 160 new Special Classes sanctioned for the 
2017/18 school year; this compares to 548 special classes in 2011.

-  Enhanced capitation grants for special schools and special classes attached to mainstream 
primary and post primary schools.

-  Teacher training and continuing professional development in the area of special education 
through the Special Education Support Service (SESS).

-  Special school transport arrangements.

-  Assistive technology/Specialised equipment.

-  Home Tuition and July Provision Schemes.

-  Special Arrangements for State Examinations.

-  ESF Aided Fund for Students with Disabilities at 3rd level.

-  Vocational Training for people with disabilities.

-  Adult Education – once off projects for disability in education.

The Deputy will be aware that, I announced recently that 975 additional SNAs will be 
available for allocation to schools from September 2017 which is a 7.5% increase to meet the 
demands for the new school year.  A total of 13,990 SNA posts will now be available at a gross 
annual cost of €458 million.  This is more SNAs than we have ever had previously and will 
ensure that all children who qualify for SNA support can continue to receive access to such 
support.  In total, the number of SNAs available has increased by over 32% since 2011, when 
10,575 posts were available.

From September 2017, a new Special Education Teaching allocation process will be intro-
duced, replacing the generalised allocation process at primary and post primary school level 
for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, and the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided additional resource teaching 
supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low Incidence disabilities.  The aim 
of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educational needs. An 
additional 900 teaching posts have been provided for this purpose.

The development of a new Regional Support Service within the NCSE, established in March 
2017, will mean that schools will receive better and more integrated support in the future.  It 
will build on the existing good work and supports which the National Behaviour Support Ser-
vice, the Special Education Support Service and Visiting Teacher Service currently provide to 
children and their families as well as to teachers and schools.

In addition, over 150 new Special Classes were sanctioned by the NCSE for the 2016/17 
school year, while a further 160 special classes have now been approved for the coming school 
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year, 2017/18, giving a total of 1,292 special classes, which is in comparison to 548 special 
classes in 2011.  125 special schools with over 1,400 teachers also provide specialist education 
for those pupils who need it.

In recent years, the NCSE has provided my Department with a number of policy advice 
papers on the provision of supports for children with special needs, all of which are available 
on the NCSE’s website.  It is intended to bring into effect many improvements to the provision 
of special educational needs support, through policy developments across a range of areas, in 
conjunction with NCSE policy advice.

As committed to in the Programme for a Partnership Government, the adequacy of the pres-
ent policies and provision and their scope for improvement is being examined.

 In response to a progress report from the NCSE on the comprehensive assessment it is 
undertaking of the SNA Scheme, I have requested the NCSE to establish a working group, 
comprising relevant stakeholders, to assist in proposing a better model for providing care sup-
ports so as to provide better outcomes for students with special educational needs who have 
additional care needs. 

This Working Group will commence its work upon its appointment and the work will run in 
tandem with the completion of the Comprehensive Review of the SNA Scheme. It is intended 
that the reports of the Working group and of the Review will be completed in Spring 2018. 

The Programme for a Partnership Government also states that a new model of In-School 
Speech and Language Therapy will be established.  As Speech and Language Therapists are 
currently employed by the Health Service Executive (HSE), officials at my Department are 
engaging with colleagues in the Department of Health and the HSE to review the existing level 
of Speech and language therapy provision and to conduct an audit of services nationally.

The HSE has reviewed the provision of Speech and Language Therapy services and the 
report is currently being considered by the National Directors for Primary Care and for Social 
Care.  The review of existing services will guide the implementation of the Programme for 
Government commitment.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group, following the launch of the NC-
SE’s Policy Advice on Autism in 2016, with representatives of the NCSE, NEPS, the Inspec-
torate and external representatives to ensure that the Report’s recommendations are fully and 
appropriately considered and that a timetable for implementation is prepared.  

I can confirm that this Government will continue to ensure that the supports required, to 
ensure that all children with special educational needs can continue to participate in education, 
will be provided.

13/07/2017WRN05800Cyber Security Policy

13/07/2017WRN05900288. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress an issue relating to cyber safety (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34042/17]

13/07/2017WRN06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware of Cybersmart-
ies, and the service currently offered by that company.  I understand that Cybersmarties are 
an independent commercial entity, operating a fully monitored social network for children be-
tween the ages of 7 and 12, which also operates outside of school hours.  Accordingly, no public 
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expenditure can be allocated to this programme without compliance with public procurement 
requirements.

My Department supports schools in educating children on issues around their online behav-
iour.  For example, the SPHE curriculum at primary level contains a strand on Media Education, 
and as with all curriculum content, teachers are enabled to mediate this to children.  Through 
the PDST Technology in Education and Webwise programme, schools  are advised on the fol-
lowing matters: the development and implementation of an Internet Safety Acceptable Usage 
Policy; the promotion of student awareness regarding safety online; and the implementation 
of a content filtering/monitoring system.

The Department of Justice and Equality has the lead role in co-ordinating Government 
policy concerning internet safety, through the Office for Internet Safety.  The Departments of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment  (DCCAE) Children and Youth Affairs and 
the Department of Education & Skills all have Key roles.  

The Safer Internet Ireland Project (which is under the remit of the Office for Internet Safety) 
is a consortium of industry, education, child welfare and government partners (including the 
PDST-TiE/Webwise) that provide Safer Internet awareness, hotline and helpline functions and 
activities for the Republic of Ireland.

Webwise is part of that project and it develops materials and programmes of awareness to 
ensure that children, teachers and parents understand the benefits and risks of the internet and 
ICT in general.  The Webwise team work in collaboration with a range of relevant stakeholders 
including the Webwise Youth Advisory Council and is guided by local and international best 
practice. 

13/07/2017WRO00200National Educational Psychological Service

13/07/2017WRO00300289. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the progress over the past 14 months by his Department to accelerate early assessment and in-
tervention for children with special needs. [34047/17]

13/07/2017WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological As-
sessments (SCPA), full details of which are on the Department’s website.  Under this scheme 
schools can have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists 
approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly. 

NEPS service to school is focussed on early intervention and in common with many other 
psychological services and best international practice, NEPS has adopted a consultative model 
of service.  The focus is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose 
needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring.  Psychologists use a problem solv-
ing and solution focused consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pu-
pils. NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process 
whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and reme-
dial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties.  Teachers may 
consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process.  Only in the 
event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consulta-
tion with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive 
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intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually.  It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. 

In regard staffing levels within the NEPS service my Department has worked in conjunction 
with the Public Appointments Service during this academic year to replenish regional recruit-
ment panels to allow the filling of some 11 vacancies within its staffing complement.  Addition-
ally I was pleased to approve the expansion of those NEPS psychologist staffing number by a 
further 10 posts as part of this Government’s commitments to the service under the Programme 
for Government.  Recruitment in this regard is proceeding apace and it is envisaged that the 
majority of these staff will be in place by the commencement of the coming academic year or 
shortly thereafter.

The Deputy may also be aware that I announced earlier this year that a new model for allo-
cating Special Education Teaching Resources to mainstream primary and post primary schools 
will be introduced from September 2017. 

The revised allocation process replaces the generalised allocation process at primary and 
post primary school level for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, 
and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided 
additional resource teaching supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low 
Incidence disabilities.

The new Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for spe-
cial educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile.

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs.  Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

No school will lose supports as a result of the implementation of the new model.  In addi-
tion, no school will receive an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less 
than the allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.  No al-
location made for such pupils by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as that pupil 
remains in the school. 

An additional 900 teaching posts have been provided to support the introduction of this new 
allocation model.  The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a very significant invest-
ment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with special educational needs 
in our schools.  This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number of resource teachers al-
located to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011. 

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1200 schools who are identi-
fied as needing additional supports as a result of the new model.  The new funding will ensure 
that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special education needs resources to provide 
additional teaching support to all pupils, including pupils who have yet to enrol in their school, 
who require such support. 

Under the new allocation model, schools will be provided with a total allocation which in-
cludes a baseline allocation for the school and an allocation based on the school’s profile. 
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The provision of a profiled allocation will give a fairer allocation for each school which 
recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which provides a 
graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need in each school. 

Schools will be frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s profile, to provide sup-
ports immediately to those pupils who need it without delay.  This will reduce the adminis-
trative burden on schools as schools will no longer have to complete an application process 
annually and apply for newly enrolled pupils who require resource hours.  Children who need 
support can have that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Schools will therefore no longer have to make applications, for newly enrolled pupils for 
whom resource teaching hours may have been provided under the old model, or for pupils who 
have received a new diagnosis, as schools will now receive a single allocation for all of their 
special education teaching needs, based on their school size and profile.   

Parents will no longer have to source or pay for assessments in order for their child to 
receive extra teaching support in school.  Schools will no longer have to wait for these assess-
ments to give children the extra teaching support they need in schools.

The introduction of the model means professionals can spend more time intervening and 
helping schools and children, as opposed to conducting assessments for resource teaching al-
location purposes.

I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRO00500Capital Expenditure Programme

13/07/2017WRO00600290. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the investment 
by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34065/17]

13/07/2017WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Total capital funding expend-
ed in the period 1st April 2016 to 10th July 2017 in County Meath amounts to €52,132,672 and 
in County Louth amounts to €30,259,029.

Details of expenditure on a constituency basis are only available on receipt of school names 
and roll numbers.

Details of all school capital works that have been funded by my Department may be viewed 
on my Department’s website at www.education.ie and this is updated regularly. 

13/07/2017WRO00800Teacher Recruitment

13/07/2017WRO00900291. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a stan-
dardised appointment procedures and guideline for boards of management in teacher recruit-
ment for post primary jobs across the range of secondary schools excluding VECs; the appeals 
procedures for unsuccessful candidates; the reason secondary schools are not subject to national 
recruitment and national panels similar to other sectors for permanent positions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34094/17]

13/07/2017WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The recruitment and ap-
pointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school authority, subject 
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to procedures agreed under Section 24 of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Education 
(Amendment) Act 2012).  The policy of my Department is to ensure, as far as possible, that the 
Managerial Authorities of Primary and Post Primary schools give priority to unemployed reg-
istered teachers who are fully qualified when filling vacant teaching posts.  My Department has 
issued a number of Circulars addressing this issue in recent years.  Circular 31/2011 details a 
cascade of measures for the recruitment of teachers, prioritising registered teachers over retired 
registered teachers and unregistered people.  It states that each employer shall ensure that each 
person proposed for appointment to a teaching post for which salary grant is being sought must 
be registered with the Teaching Council and have qualifications appropriate to the sector and 
suitable to the post for which he/she is to be employed.

There is a requirement in the post primary redeployment schemes that all vacancies be noti-
fied to the Department for filling by redeployment in accordance with agreed arrangements.  The 
procedures and sequence for filling available teacher posts are outlined in Circulars 0059/2016 
and 0049/2017.

13/07/2017WRO01100Cóiríocht Scoile

13/07/2017WRO01200292. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén uair a 
cheadófar cóiríocht shealadach do scoil (sonraí tugtha) lena húsáid fad a bheidh oibreacha móra 
ar bun ar an scoil féin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [34156/17]

13/07/2017WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Is féidir liom a dheimh-
niú go bhfuil iarratas ar chóiríocht sealadach bhreise faighte ag mo Roinn ón scoil a bhfuil an 
Teachta ag tagairt di.  Tá an t-iarratas á bhreithniú agus beidh mo Roinn i dteagmháil go luath 
le húdarás na scoile faoin ábhar.

13/07/2017WRO01400Oideachas Riachtanas Speisialta

13/07/2017WRO01500293. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén uair 
a cheadófar rang speisialta i scoil (sonraí tugtha) do dhaltaí le huathachas, ar rang é a bhfuil 
iarratas déanta air; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [34157/17]

13/07/2017WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Geallann an Roinn seo a 
chinntiú go mbeidh fáil ag gach leanbh a bhfuil riachtanais speisialta oideachais aici nó aige, 
páistí ar speictream an uathachais san áireamh, ar oideachas atá oiriúnach dá gcuid riachtanas, i 
suíomhanna scoile de rogha, trí líonra na mbunscoileanna agus n-iar-bhunscoileanna.

Tugann socrúcháin den sórt sin fáil ar chláir oideachais aonair a fhéadann leas a bhaint as 
idirghabhálacha oiriúnacha oideachais, a chuireann múinteoirí gairmiúla lánoilte ar fáil, le tacú 
ó Chúntóirí Speisialta Oideachais agus an curaclam cuí scoile.

Is í an Chomhairle Náisiúnta um Oideachas Speisialta, trína líonra d’Eagraithe Riachtanais 
Speisialta Oideachais áitiúla, i gcomhar leis na comhpháirtithe cuí oideachais, atá freagrach 
as ranganna speisialta a bhunú i gceantair éagsúla tíreolaíocha mar a n-aithnítear riachtanas ar 
leith.

Is cuid de chontanam an tsoláthair oideachais iad ranganna speisialta agus cuireann siad ar 
chumas daltaí a bhfuil riachtanais oideachais níos casta acu oideachas a fháil, i ngrúpaí beaga 
ranga, laistigh de scoileanna príomhshrutha.  Oireann na ranganna seo do dhaltaí iad a moltar 
ina dtuairiscí gairmiúla áit i rang speisialta a thabhairt dóibh. 



13 July 2017

357

Sula n-iarrtar ar scoil rang speisialta a bhunú, nó aird a thabhairt ar iarratas ó scoil le 
haghaidh rang speisialta, ní mór don Eagraí Náisiúnta Oideachais Speisialta a bheith sásta go 
bhfuil an rang inbhuanaithe agus suite go hoiriúnach ag cur san áireamh an riachtanas atá ann 
agus an riachtanas a d’fhéadfadh teacht chun cinn sa cheantar.  Lena chois sin, cuirfidh an 
SENO cóiríocht na scoile agus fáil an phobail ar an scoil san áireamh.   

Tá os cionn 1,150 rang speisialta i scoileanna príomhshrutha ar fud na tíre faoi láthair agus 
tá ranganna breise speisialta beartaithe don scoilbhliain seo chugainn.  

Ní féidir i gcónaí a chinntiú go mbeidh áit i rang speisialta ar fáil i scoil áitiúil an linbh, ach 
is féidir le scéim iompair scoile mo Roinne cóir iompair a chur ar fáil do leanaí atá ag freastal 
ar an scoil aitheanta is gaire mar ar féidir acmhainní a chur ar fáil chun a gcuid riachtanas spei-
sialta oideachais a chomhlíonadh.

Tá roinnt ranganna speisialta bunaithe ag an gComhairle i gceantair Ghaeltachta ar fud na 
tíre.  Gheofar liosta iomlán na ranganna speisialta ar shuíomh gréasáin na Comhairle ag www.
ncse.ie/special-classes

Faoi láthair níl gá rang speisialta do pháistí ar speictream an uathachais a bhunú sa cheantar 
a dhéanann an Teachta tagart dó.

Ach is próiseas leanúnach é seo, agus má aithníonn an CNOS gá le breis aiteanna i ranganna 
speisialta sa cheantar sin, rachaidh sé i gcomhairle le gach scoil sa cheantar maidir le rang spei-
sialta do pháistí ar speictream an uathachais a oscailt. 

Léafaidh mo Roinn ar aghaidh ag tabhairt tacaíochta don CNOS ag oscailt ranganna speisi-
alta do pháistí ar speictream an uathachais in aiteanna atá gá sainaitheanta.

Tá Scéim Aitheantais Scoile na Gaeltachta, a seoladh i 2017, bunaithe ar chritéir airithe 
teanga a chur i ngníomh laistigh de thréimhse cúig bliana.  Faoin scéim seo, is í an Ghaeilge a 
bheidh mar theanga theagaisc i ngach ábhair, seachas Béarla (agus teangacha iasachta in iar-
bhunscoileanna) sna scoileanna sin atá rannpháirteach sa scéim.   Ba chóir d’oideachas Gaeilge 
den sórt sin soláthar a dhéanamh do riachtanais gach dalta, lena n-áirítear daltaí a bhfuil riachta-
nais speisialta oideachais acu.  Ba chóir do scoileanna a oibríonn trí mheán na Gaeilge tacaíocht 
bhreise teagaisc a chur ar fáil, más gá, chun tacú le litearthacht leanaí sa Ghaeilge.

Sna scoileanna sa scéim ina gcleachtar an tumoideachas luath (scoileanna nach múintear 
aon Bhéarla iontu i ranganna na naíonán), ba chóir tacaíochtaí a bheith ar fáil trí mheán na 
Gaeilge ar leibhéal na naíonán don Ghaeilge agus don Mhatamaitic, agus trí mheán an Bhéarla 
don Bhéarla ó rang a haon ar aghaidh.

Meabhraítear do scoileanna gur gá an aird chéanna a thabhairt ar  fhorbairt inniúlacht litear-
thachta na ndaltaí sa Ghaeilge agus sa Bhéarla araon, de réir riachtanais oideachais na ndaltaí, i 
gcomhthéacs an oideachais Ghaeilge.  Ní mór do scoileanna Gaeltachta atá páirteach sa scéim 
nádúr deacrachtaí leanaí agus riachtanais speisialta oideachais na ndaltaí a chur san áireamh 
agus idirghabhálacha cuí á roghnú.  Mar shampla, i gcás ina bhfuil riachtanas breise oideachais 
ag leanaí, is féidir an tacaíocht fhorlíontach a chuireann scoileanna ar fáil do na leanaí sin a 
bheith i nGaeilge nó i mBéarla, nó i meascán den dá theanga, faoi mar a mheasann an scoil a 
bheith riachtanach chun tacú le foghlaim na leanaí.

Gheofar eolas mionsonraithe ar an Scéim agus paca eolais ar bhuntáistí oideachasúla an 
tumoideachais chomh maith le sonraí ina dtacaíochtaí breise do scoileanna atá rannpháirteach 
sa Scéim ar shuíomh gréasáin na Roinne ag Scéim Aitheantais do Scoileanna Gaeltachta (www.
education.ie).
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Gheofar i gCiorclán 0013/2017 agus na Treoirlínte foilsithe do Bhunscoileanna: tacú le dal-
taí a bhfuil riachtanais speisialta oideachais acu i scoileanna príomhshrutha atá forbartha ag an 
tSeirbhís Náisiúnta Síceolaíochta Oideachais, an Chigireacht agus an Rannán Oideachais Spei-
sialta tuilleadh eolais ar conas is féidir le scoileanna riachtanais foghlama daltaí i scoileanna 
Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht a aithint agus a chomhlíonadh.

13/07/2017WRO01700School Accommodation

13/07/2017WRO01800294. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication for funding for prefab replacement (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34226/17]

13/07/2017WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
it is my intention in accordance with the Programme for Government to replace all purchased 
temporary accommodation with permanent accommodation, where the need is established, 
over the lifetime of my Department’s capital programme (2016-2021).  To enable this develop-
ment, my Department will be carrying out an assessment of the number of prefabs being used 
in schools to deliver the curriculum.  This will also determine whether individual prefabs need 
to be replaced in the context of the long-term accommodation needs of each individual school. 
When completed, this assessment will quantity the number of prefabs to be replaced. 

It is intended that this assessment, when finalised, will enable the replacement of such pre-
fabs to commence in 2019.  A funding provision of €180 million is being made available from 
2019 for this initiative in the programme.  The school has been advised accordingly.

13/07/2017WRO02000School Guidance Counsellors

13/07/2017WRO02100295. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mental health and 
counselling positions in the secondary level education system; and the annual cost; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34278/17]

13/07/2017WRO02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Guidance is a whole school 
activity and schools have autonomy on how best to prioritise their available resources to meet 
the requirements in relation to guidance and the provision of an appropriate range of subjects 
to students.  This operates at local school level and therefore the information requested by the 
Deputy on the number of guidance counsellors in post primary schools is not available centrally 
within my Department. 

The Action Plan for Education 2016-2019 has a specific action to enhance guidance coun-
selling at second-level as resources permit.  Measures announced by my Department as part of 
Budget 2016 and 2017 mean that 400 guidance posts, or two thirds of the guidance allocation 
that was withdrawn in Budget 2012, will be restored to schools from September 2017. 

All of these 400 posts are allocated separately and transparently on the normal staffing 
schedule of posts for schools. The restoration of these posts will allow each school to determine 
how best to allocate the additional resources to meet the guidance needs of the school in accor-
dance with the School’s Guidance Plan. 

The cost of restoring the remaining posts is in the region of €13m.  This will be considered 
in the context of future Budgets, however there are needs across the system which have to be 
balanced in the decisions made in each budget.
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Measures announced by my Department as part of Budget 2016 and 2017 mean that 400 
guidance posts, or two thirds of the guidance allocation that was withdrawn in Budget 2012, 
will be restored to schools from September 2017.  All of these 400 posts are allocated separately 
and transparently on the normal schedule of posts.   

The restoration of the remaining posts will be considered in future Budgets.

13/07/2017WRO02300Higher Education Institutions

13/07/2017WRO02400296. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 457 of 20 June 2017, his plans to establish an independent inquiry into 
matters that were brought to light by a certain programme; his views on whether many ques-
tions remain unanswered surrounding the purchase of a specific institute by a specific college; 
if his attention was drawn to the unfunded pension obligation to the former CEO of the specific 
institute; the reason this was not reported as a pension liability; the knowledge his Department 
had of the self funding loan raised by the specific college for the purchase of the specific insti-
tute; and the way that loan might be repaid. [34280/17]

13/07/2017WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor): The position with regard to specific issues raised in the recent programme referred 
to by the Deputy is that my Department and the Higher Education Authority (HEA) have estab-
lished an independent review of the governance, HR and financial practices with the University 
of Limerick which was one of the Universities referred to in the programme. 

In addition the HEA has commenced the process for undertaking a review of Intellectual 
Property Policy implementation across the sector.  Into the future, my Department and the HEA 
will continue to undertake such rolling reviews, in co-operation with the institutions, in order to 
further embed the system of good governance and accountability in the sector.

The position regarding the purchase of a specific institute by a specific college is that as 
autonomous institutions Universities are responsible for the management of their affairs, in-
cluding the servicing of any of its loans.  My Department had no role in relation to the purchase 
referred to.  However, as advised previously, assurances were provided by the University to the 
HEA that the purchase has not resulted in any implications for current or future State pension 
liabilities.  The HEA advised my Department that it was satisfied with the level of assurance 
provided. 

13/07/2017WRO02600Schools Building Projects Status

13/07/2017WRO02700297. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
regard to funding for the new build of a school (details supplied); if it is still included in the 
primary schools building programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34306/17]

13/07/2017WRO02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Dep-
uty that a building project for the school in question was included in my Department’s 6 Year 
Capital Programme. 

As you are aware, the disposal of the site on which the school is located to my Department 
for the school has been approved by South Dublin County Council.  However, title issues were 
identified with the property and a Compulsory Purchase Order was undertaken by the Council 
with a view to regularising these.  This process is now complete and my officials are liaising 
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with Council officials with a view to progressing the acquisition.

The Department will be in further contact with the school in due course in the context of 
initiating the architectural planning process for the new school building.

13/07/2017WRO02900Schools Site Acquisitions

13/07/2017WRO03000298. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in rela-
tion to a school (details supplied); when his Department will purchase this site; when the funds 
will be made available to enable the school building to progress; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34307/17]

13/07/2017WRO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A project to deliver per-
manent accommodation for the school to which the Deputy refers was announced in November 
2015 as part of my Department’s Six Year Plan and was listed to proceed to construction in 
2019-2021.  In that context, officials from my Department have been working closely with of-
ficials from the relevant Local Authority to secure the acquisition of the site on which the school 
is currently located in temporary accommodation.

The disposal of the site to my Department has been approved by the Local Authority how-
ever title issues were identified with the property and, as the Deputy may be aware, a Compul-
sory Purchase Order was undertaken by the Local Authority with a view to regularising these.  
This process is now complete and my officials are liaising with Local Authority officials with a 
view to progressing the acquisition.

My Department will be in further contact with the school in due course in the context of 
initiating the architectural planning process for the new school building.

13/07/2017WRO03200Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRO03300299. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether amendments are required to the planning legislation to enable schools, in conjunction 
with local planning authorities, to introduce no fry zones or healthy eating zones in the vicinity 
of their schools; and his views on no fry zones around schools. [34326/17]

13/07/2017WRO03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Planning legislation is the 
responsibility of the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government.

However, both the National Physical Activity Plan for Ireland and the National Obesity 
Policy and Action Plan recognise the role of the built environment in making it easier for people 
to make healthy choices.  Under these policy initiatives, guidelines and support materials are 
to be drawn up for those developing the built environment in relation to reducing the obeso-
genic environment and promoting the importance of physical activity, led by the Department of 
Health and the HSE. 

Schools and the wider education sector have a crucial role to play in supporting students to 
make healthy choices.  Through their primary and post primary education students are equipped 
with the key skills and knowledge to enable them to make healthier life choices and to develop 
the resilience to reject negative options.  This can be seen across in the curriculum, through 
subjects such as Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), and Home Economics as well 
as in Physical Education.  It will also be an important component of Wellbeing, the new area of 
learning being introduced to all first year students from September 2017, as part of the imple-



13 July 2017

361

mentation of the new Framework for Junior Cycle. 

My Department has issued a circular on the promotion of healthy lifestyles to all primary 
and post primary schools (Circular numbers 0013/2016 and 0051/2015 respectively).  These 
circulars aim to support and strengthen schools’ efforts in developing in young people the skills 
and attitudes needed to make informed decisions about their health.

All of the proactive work done in schools complements the Government’s Framework for 
Improved Health and Wellbeing 2013 - 2025 - Healthy Ireland.

13/07/2017WRO03500Schools Healthy Living Strategies

13/07/2017WRO03600300. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether food high in fat, sugar and salt should be removed from vending machines in schools; 
if his attention has been drawn to the percentage of schools that have vending machines in their 
schools; and his further views on whether schools are using these machines to make up for 
shortfalls in their budgets as a result of inadequate capitation grants. [34327/17]

13/07/2017WRO03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the 2012 Lifeskills Sur-
vey, 99.7% of respondent primary schools reported that they do not facilitate the sale of fizzy 
drinks, sweets and crisps in school, either through vending machines or a school shop. In the 
same Survey, some 30% of post-primary schools reported having a vending machine or school 
shop which sells ‘junk food’.  The results of the 2015 Lifeskills Survey will be available shortly. 

My Department is active in the area of promotion of health and wellbeing in schools.  The 
issue of promoting healthy eating is addressed in schools through subjects such as Social, Per-
sonal and Health Education (SPHE), and Home Economics as well as in Physical Education.  
The aim is to equip students with such skills and knowledge to enable them to make appropriate 
choices for healthy lifestyles.  

Schools are strongly encouraged to have a formal healthy eating policy that has been devel-
oped in consultation with students and parents. 

Guidelines for developing a healthy eating policy are available for Primary and Post-Prima-
ry Schools, which have been developed by the Department of Health and HSE.  These are being 
revised and updated in light of the new Food Pyramid and National Healthy Eating Guidelines.

My Department issued a circular to all post primary schools in September 2015 on the Pro-
motion of Healthy Lifestyles in Post Primary Schools (Circular number 0051/2015) and to all 
primary schools in February 2016 on the Promotion of Healthy Lifestyles in Primary Schools 
(Circular number 0013/2016).  These circulars aim to support and strengthen schools’ efforts in 
developing in young people the skills and attitudes needed to make informed decisions about 
their health.

As Minister for Education and Skills I do not have the authority to dictate to schools in this 
manner.  Schools are generally privately managed institutions which, although largely funded 
by the State, are relatively autonomous.

Many post-primary schools have a number of food outlets, including school shops and vend-
ing machines.  My Department acknowledges that the sale of food and beverage products often 
represents a revenue stream for schools and it is not the intention to end this practice.  Rather 
the intention is to ensure that there is a greater proportion of healthier alternatives to some of the 
less healthy products that are currently on offer for sale in schools.  Boards of Management and 
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Principals are encouraged to provide as far as possible that only healthy products are available 
for purchase on school premises. 

All of the proactive work done in schools complements the Government’s Framework for 
Improved Health and Wellbeing 2013 - 2025 - Healthy Ireland. Schools can do so much but it is 
through working together, across Government departments, through families and communities 
that we can create an environment in which our young people have the knowledge, skills and 
resilience to choose to lead a healthy life.

13/07/2017WRO03800Schools Healthy Living Strategies

13/07/2017WRO03900301. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to put 
in place a national catering standard for secondary schools to provide healthy eating in school 
cafeterias. [34328/17]

13/07/2017WRO04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The main programme for 
food provision in primary and post primary schools is the School Meals Scheme.  The operation 
of that scheme is an issue for the Minister for Social Protection.  My Department’s main re-
sponsibility in this area is to equip students with the key skills and knowledge to enable them to 
make informed and healthier choices in a range of areas, including nutrition.  This is addressed 
in schools through subjects such as Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), and Home 
Economics as well as in PE.

Schools are strongly encouraged to have a formal healthy eating policy that has been devel-
oped in consultation with students and parents. 

Guidelines are available to schools on developing a healthy eating policy in Post-Primary 
Schools, which have been developed by the Department of Health and HSE.  The healthy eating 
policy should outline how the school supports healthy eating practices through the promotion 
of healthy lunches and healthy snacks and other means.

My Department issued a circular to all post primary schools in September 2015 on the Pro-
motion of Healthy Lifestyles in Post Primary Schools (Circular number 0051/2015) and to all 
primary schools in February 2016 on the Promotion of Healthy Lifestyles in Primary Schools 
(Circular number 0013/2016).  These circulars aim to support and strengthen schools’ efforts in 
developing in young people the skills and attitudes needed to make informed decisions about 
their health.

13/07/2017WRO04100Schools Health and Safety

13/07/2017WRO04200302. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether it is not acceptable that in 40% of schools there is no access to free drinking water; his 
further views on whether there should be access to free drinking water in all schools; and the 
estimated amount of investment required to ensure access to free drinking water in all schools. 
[34329/17]

13/07/2017WRO04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I would agree with the 
Deputy that there should be access to a drinking water supply in schools.  My Department is not 
aware of any school where this is not the case.  Health and Safety issues such as the provision of 
drinking water are a matter for school authorities in the first instance, if a school authority has 
concerns about the quality of the drinking water on its premises, it should consult with its local 
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authority and/or Irish Water for advice.  The school may also arrange for the water to be tested.  
If any problems are identified through testing, or indeed, if there is a drinking water supply is-
sue in a school, the school authority can let my Department know by submitting an Emergency 
Works Scheme application for funding to address the problems. 

13/07/2017WRO04400Digital Strategy for Schools

13/07/2017WRO04500303. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his Department’s 
expenditure on ICT in schools in each of the years 2008 to 2016 and to date in 2017. [34330/17]

13/07/2017WRO04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The “Digital Strategy for 
Schools 2015-2020, Enhancing Teaching, Learning and Assessment” was published in October 
2015.  The Strategy sets out a clear vision that is focussed on realising the potential of digital 
technologies to transform the learning experiences of students by helping them become en-
gaged thinkers, active learners, knowledge constructors and global citizens who participate 
fully in society and the economy.  I recently launched the Digital Strategy Action Plan for 2017, 
detailing the actions that will be progressed throughout the year.

The ICT in Schools Programme addresses four broad areas, namely:

- the provision of essential ICT infrastructure and networking within schools

- continuous professional development in ICT for teachers

- integrating ICT within the curriculum and providing curriculum relevant digital content 
and software.

- the provision of access to broadband connectivity to schools

Under this programme, in 2009 and 2010 some €92m was issued to schools to address 
ICT Infrastructure requirements - €22m to primary schools in 2009, a further €24m to primary 
schools in 2010, and €46m to post-primary schools in 2010. 

A one-off grant scheme to support the implementation of the Design Communication and 
Graphics syllabus was put in place in 2015, with over €7m in funding issued to some 450 post-
primary schools.

In January 2017, I announced ICT infrastructure grants for primary and post-primary schools 
with €30m issued to schools in the latter part of December 2016/early 2017.  This represents the 
first tranche of funding released of the €210m committed to support the implementation of the 
Strategy over the period.  Further information on the grants is available here http://www.educa-
tion.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2017-Press-Releases/PR2017-03-01.html

My Department funds the broadband for schools programme and PDST-Technology in Edu-
cation who promote the embedding of ICT in teaching and learning, through CPD for teach-
ers and other supports.  The information sought by the Deputy in relation to the expenditure 
on these aspects in each of the years 2008 to 2017 is being compiled currently and will be issued 
to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

In addition, all new school buildings, and school extensions projects (where additional 
classroom accommodation is being delivered) receive an ICT Infrastructure grant per class-
room, issued by the Planning and Building Unit of this Department. 
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13/07/2017WRO04700School Guidance Counsellors

13/07/2017WRO04800304. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of fully restoring the ex-quota guidance counsellor provision in budget 2018. [34331/17]

13/07/2017WRO04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Measures announced by 
my Department as part of Budget 2016 and 2017 mean that 400 guidance posts, or two thirds 
of the guidance allocation that was withdrawn in Budget 2012, will be restored to schools from 
September 2017.   

All of these 400 posts are allocated separately and transparently on the normal staffing 
schedule of posts for schools. The restoration of these posts will allow each school to determine 
how best to allocate the additional resources to meet the guidance needs of the school in accor-
dance with the School’s Guidance Plan. 

The cost of restoring the remaining posts is in the region of €13m.  This will be considered 
in the context of future Budgets, however there are needs across the system which have to be 
balanced in the decisions made in each budget.

13/07/2017WRO05000Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRO05100305. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of its 
total allocation under the Capital Investment Plan 2016 to 2021 his Department has spent to 
date; and the projects on which the capital investment has been made. [34332/17]

13/07/2017WRO05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Capital expenditure in 
2016 amounted to €703.8m and capital expenditure to end-June 2017 amounted to €280.2m 
giving an overall total from 1 January 2016 to 30 June 2017 of €984m.

Capital investment by my Department is focused on delivering the objectives as set out in 
the Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2016-2021. Capital invest-
ment to date under the Capital Plan has been assigned to the following key areas:

- School Sector – Large Scale Projects (new schools and large scale extensions), the Ad-
ditional Accommodation Scheme, the Summer Works Scheme, the Emergency Works Scheme, 
furniture and equipment provision, site acquisitions, the Minor Works Grant (Primary sector 
only) and miscellaneous items;

- Higher Education Sector – Devolved Grant to the Institutes of Technology; funding of 
specific projects in the sector;

- Research Activities – supporting the development of research capabilities across the broad 
range of disciplines in third level institutions;

- PPP – The payment of Unitary Charges in respect of 27 completed schools and two higher 
education facilities;

- ICT – The payment of ICT infrastructure grants to schools;

- SOLAS/Further Education – Building and equipment investment in the sector on Training 
Centres and other facilities;

- Public Sector Reform – implementation of the reform agenda across the Education and 
Training sector.



13 July 2017

365

- Other – ICT provision within the Department and the School Book Rental Scheme (2016 
only).

Details in respect of the School Building Programme and the Additional Accommodation 
Scheme are available on my Department’s website. 

13/07/2017WRO05300Institutes of Technology Funding

13/07/2017WRO05400306. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated 
amount of routine or steady State capital investment that is estimated to be required at each 
institute of technology from 2018 to 2021. [34333/17]

13/07/2017WRO05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Higher Education 
Authority, supported by my Department, recently undertook a consultation process on capital 
requirements in the higher education sector.  While the figures provided by each individual 
Higher Education Institution (HEI) are confidential and commercially sensitive, I can inform 
the Deputy that, among the Institutes of Technology alone, the consultation process pointed to 
capital demands of over €1.4 billion.  This figure includes requests for Exchequer funding for 
major capital projects that could be on site by 2021, as well as minor works and equipment 
renewal requirements over the period 2017 - 2021.  

13/07/2017WRO05600Third Level Institutions

13/07/2017WRO05700307. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding al-
located from his Department to the programme for research in third level institutions in 2016-
2017 and 2017-2018; the estimated amount of matching funding from either private sector 
sources or other State or EU sources the funding has attracted since 2012 and specifically, in 
2015/2016 and 2016/2017. [34334/17]

13/07/2017WRO05800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor): The Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation is responsible for the Pro-
gramme for Research in Third Level Institutions (PRTLI). I understand that its subhead provi-
sion for the PRTLI in 2016 was €30.4m and in 2017 it is €14.4m.

The total Exchequer and non-Exchequer funding for Cycle 5 of the PRTLI was approved 
at the outset of the programme in December 2010, and amounted to €348m. This comprised 
Exchequer funding of €288m and non-Exchequer funding of €60m.  The non exchequer fund-
ing was not allocated on an annual basis.  Further details on the PRTLI are available from the 
Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation.

The Department’s recurrent allocation to the higher education institutions in 2017 is nearly 
€1 billion, which is allocated to the institutions by the Higher Education Authority.  These insti-
tutions are autonomous bodies and the internal allocation of this income, along with any private 
funding that they raise (including funding directed towards their research activities), is a matter 
for the institutions.  

13/07/2017WRO05900Schools Mental Health Strategies

13/07/2017WRO06000308. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on which 
the 300 hours of mental health classes to be provided to students in schools will commence as 
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announced by the Minister of State with responsibility for mental health and older people on 3 
December 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34389/17]

13/07/2017WRO06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Educa-
tion and Skills is introducing a new Wellbeing programme for schools which forms part of the 
new Framework for Junior Cycle.  It will be introduced to first year students from September 
2017.  Wellbeing is not just about mental health.  It is about enhancing the physical, mental, 
emotional and social wellbeing of students.  Therefore, the area of learning will include Physi-
cal Education (PE), Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) and Civic, Social and Politi-
cal Education (CSPE).  Schools can include other areas in their provision for wellbeing, such 
as guidance. 

Guidelines on Wellbeing in Junior Cycle have been developed by the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and are available at www.juniorcycle.ie. Schools will use 
the guidelines in formulating their individual Wellbeing programmes from September.  Up to 
400 hours will be available for learning in the area of Wellbeing over the Junior Cycle period, 
beginning with a minimum of 300 hours of timetabled engagement in 2017/18 and moving to 
the full complement of time as the new Junior Cycle is fully implemented in schools.

A National Taskforce on Youth Mental Health has also been established, which will provide 
national leadership around youth mental health and wellbeing issues. 

Other supports available to schools in the area of student wellbeing are the ‘Wellbeing 
in Post-primary Schools - Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention’ 
(2013) and ‘Wellbeing in Primary Schools - Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion’ (2015).  
They provide a Framework for schools to present, in an integrated way, the existing elements of 
good practice to promote positive mental health and direct them to new practices as appropriate.

The curriculum at primary and senior cycle level also includes topics relating to student 
wellbeing.  The Social, Personal and Health Education curriculum provides particular opportu-
nities to foster the personal development, health and wellbeing of the individual child.

13/07/2017WRP00200School Funding

13/07/2017WRP00300309. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional fund-
ing will be acquired to address the lack of space within a school (details supplied) in County 
Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34390/17]

13/07/2017WRP00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
the school to which he refers submitted an application to my Department, for significant capital 
funding for improved school accommodation.  The application was considered in the context of 
the very significant challenges facing my Department in prioritising available capital funding 
for essential mainstream classrooms to meet the demand for extra school places and in cases 
where additional teachers have been appointed.  The school in question has not been sanctioned 
an additional teaching post and on that basis, my Department was not in a position to provide a 
grant to the school.  My Department wrote to the school authority last February explaining the 
position.

The delivery of new schools together with extension projects to meet future demand will be 
the main focus of the Department’s budget for the coming years.

13/07/2017WRP00500Educational Supports
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13/07/2017WRP00600310. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
mental health is incorporated into education and learning among primary school children; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34392/17]

13/07/2017WRP00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department promotes 
a comprehensive and whole-school approach in schools to the promotion of wellbeing and posi-
tive mental health focusing on the entire school community, as well as groups and individual 
young people with identified need.  This spans the curriculum in schools and in particular the 
Aistear and primary school Social Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curricula, whole-
school ethos, quality of teaching, learning and assessment, student support and the provision of 
professional development for teachers.  It also involves accessing other supports such as educa-
tional psychology services.  Additionally, schools engage in a wide range of sport and cultural 
activities which provide an important opportunity for students to experience success and per-
sonal growth.  The whole staff shares responsibility for general student wellbeing.  The Well-
being in Primary Schools Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion (2015) provide a Framework 
for schools to present in an integrated way the existing elements of good practice to promote 
social and emotional learning, and mental health and direct then to new practices as appropri-
ate.  They provide clear information for schools and for agencies supporting schools on how 
to address issues of social emotional learning.  The European wide HSE supported, Health 
Promoting School Process (HSP) is also outlined, and the Well-being Guidelines show how 
the HSP can be introduced to schools to complement existing good practice.  The Guidelines 
outline how schools support young people through early intervention and prevention, modelled 
on the NEPS Continuum of Support tiered approach.  The Guidelines build on the significant 
work already taking place in schools, including through the systematic implementation of the 
Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum.

The Guidelines highlight the vital role schools play in providing a protective environment 
for young people which can counter risk factors.  Additionally having a whole school approach 
which fosters important links with the wider school community, and agencies which support 
schools, is key to successful implementation of the Guidelines.

They provide information for schools on the supports services that are currently available.  
Schools are advised to seek this support when developing the whole school approach.  It is im-
portant that this support is well coordinated and that schools are clear about the responsibilities 
of the support agencies.

The Guidelines advise that in the event of pupils presenting with mental health difficulties 
which are above and beyond the school’s capacity and ability to support, school authorities 
should identify and access the referral pathways for the various primary and secondary health-
care services in their particular area.  My Department’s National Educational Psychological 
Service (NEPS) is available to advise schools on the matter.  Referrals should, of course, be 
undertaken with Parental or Guardian consent and collaboration, except in an exceptional situ-
ation where there may be child protection issues.  In normal circumstances referral to Clinical 
Psychology Services and to the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) is made 
through the student’s G.P.

My Department’s Action Plan for Education 2017 promotes wellbeing as one of its key 
goals.  The actions relating to wellbeing and mental health in the primary school sector include:

- Delivery of a national programme to support all schools to implement the national Wellbe-
ing in Primary Schools Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion (2015).

- Increasing the capacity of NEPS: an enhanced educational psychological service to schools, 
through the appointment of an additional 10 educational psychologists.



Questions - Written Answers

368

The focus of this additional support will be on extending the delivery of training to teach-
ers in two specific evidence-informed programmes – the Incredible Years Teacher Programme 
and the Friends programme – the Friends programme, when delivered by trained teachers, re-
duces anxiety and promotes coping, resilience and school-connectedness in children and young 
people while the Incredible Years Teacher programme strengthens the social and emotional 
competence of primary school children whose teacher has completed the programme.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRP00800Springboard Programme

13/07/2017WRP00900311. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the springboard+ initiative’s lack of consideration for areas with high unemployment, as 
referenced in the south-east economic monitor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34406/17]

13/07/2017WRP01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Springboard+, which in-
corporates the ICT skills conversion programme, strategically targets funding of free higher 
education places for unemployed and previously self-employed people, in sectors where there 
are identified skills shortages or employment opportunities.  Springboard+ courses are deliv-
ered in public and private Higher Education Institutions throughout the country.  In addition, 
many courses are delivered on-line enabling people to access them regardless of where they 
reside in the country.

Courses approved for funding under Springboard+ are selected by an independent panel 
with representatives from industry and education following a competitive call for proposals.  
The evaluation panel selecting the courses use rigorous criteria of quality, industry skills needs 
relevance, value for money as well as the need for a good geographical spread.

Under Springboard+ 2017, the eligibility criteria has been expanded to include homemakers 
and those in employment or self-employment who wish to upskill, reskill or cross skill in the 
Biopharma/Med Tech sector and those in employment, or self-employment in the ICT sector 
who wish to upskill from a level 7 to a level 8 qualification.

Springboard+ 2017 will provide for 6,471 free places on 198 courses.  Courses will be 
delivered in all of the Universities and Institutes of Technology and in 19 private higher educa-
tion providers and one College of Further Education.  57% of the approved Springboard+ 2017 
courses will be delivered in areas outside of Dublin.

To date over €134m has been allocated to Springboard+ providing for over 35,000 places.

13/07/2017WRP01100Access to Higher Education

13/07/2017WRP01200312. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the lack of higher education places which, according to the 2017 economic monitor, is 
contributing to a regional brain drain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34407/17]

13/07/2017WRP01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor): There are currently 14,612 full and part time students in Department of Education 
and Skills funded Higher Education Institutions in the South East region.  Data provided by the 
institutions to the HEA shows that Institute of Technology Carlow currently has 6,820 full and 
part time students and Waterford Institute of Technology has 7,792.  Information provided by 
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the HEA from their student record system indicates that 43.2% of IT Carlow enrolments and 
72.3% of Waterford IT enrolments are students from the South-East region.

The Technological University for the South East is an important project for the region and 
the Kelly report published in 2015 presents a compelling rationale for a new type of higher 
education institution to support a “step-change” in the economic and social development of the 
entire South-East region.  Funding is being provided through the Higher Education Authority to 
support the development of this project.

In terms of capital investment, I recently announced the provision of €960k of capital in-
vestment for apprenticeships in the South East.  Additionally, the Department has committed to 
funding the purchase of a strategic site acquisition by Carlow IoT in Wexford.  Capital project 
proposals received from Higher Education Institutions in the South East are currently being as-
sessed in light of competing demands and the limited capital budget for higher education.

The report also notes the role of Springboard+ and it is open to the institutions to sub-
mit proposals for consideration.  However, this is a competitive process and institutions are as-
sessed on a range of issues.  I would also point out that online only courses have increased from 
10% of places in 2011 to 15% in 2016 – giving access to courses from anywhere in the country.

While not referenced by the WIT academics in their report, the Education and Training 
Board sector is also providing significant opportunities for learners in the South-East.  Across 
full time, part-time and community education, within the FET sector this year, the following 
will be provided:-

Waterford Wexford – investment of €46.4m – 19,206 planned beneficiaries

Carlow Kilkenny ETB – investment of €17.3m – 9,225 planned beneficiaries

Tipperary – investment of €16.9m – 10,739 beneficiaries

Information on FET programmes can now be accessed via the recently launched fetch-
courses.ie website.

In addition, the report does not make any reference to the important work being undertaken 
by the Regional Skills Forum for the South East which involves IT Carlow, Waterford IT, LIT 
Tipperary, Tipperary ETB, Waterford/Wexford ETB, Kilkenny/Carlow ETB, Skillnets, IDA, 
Enterprise Ireland, Chambers of Commerce, Local Enterprise Offices, IBEC, Construction In-
dustry Federation and Industry representatives including Unum Ireland.

Further information on upcoming events is available on http://www.regionalskills.ie/Re-
gions/SouthEast/.

For the first time in nine years, I have secured additional funding for the Higher Education 
sector.  This year an additional €36.5 million will be made available to the sector with €160 
million additional over the next three years.  In addition, in Budget 2017, the Minister for Pub-
lic Expenditure and I announced a policy review with the aim of designing and implementing 
a sustainable and predictable multi-annual funding model for higher and further education and 
training involving increased Employer and Exchequer contributions from 2018.  Work is on-
going by the Oireachtas Committee in relation to the Cassells report.  A review of the funding 
model for higher education (RGAM) is also being carried out and the new model is due to be in 
place for the 2018 budget allocation.  Completion of the review will underpin delivery across 
the sector and all regions and will enhance progression on the goals set out in the Action Plan 
for Education.
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13/07/2017WRP01400Educational Supports

13/07/2017WRP01500313. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the types of edu-
cation schemes that are available to young persons with learning disabilities and mental health 
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34408/17]

13/07/2017WRP01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): This Government is com-
mitted to ensuring that all children, including those with learning disabilities and/or mental 
health issues, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school 
settings through the primary and post primary school network.

My Department provides for a continuum of special education provision to be made avail-
able, so that regardless of the level of need of the child, educational provision can be made for 
them.

The policy of my Department is that children should be included in mainstream placements 
with additional supports provided where necessary.  The extent of supports required for any 
child in a particular class setting or school will depend on their individual learning needs and 
the extent of care needs that they may have.  In circumstances where children with special edu-
cational needs cannot be accommodated in mainstream education, they may be enrolled in spe-
cial classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive interventions are provided.

Funding for special education provision this year will amount to some €1.68 billion and 
includes provision for:

- Over 13,400 Special Education Teaching posts in mainstream primary and post primary 
schools for the 2017/2018 school year, to provide additional teaching support to pupils with 
special educational needs.

- 13,990 Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) which will be available for allocation to primary, 
post primary and special schools for the new school year; this is 975 more posts, or a 7% in-
crease, in the number of posts over which were available last year.

- Over 1,100 teachers in 125 special schools, including education provision in HSE Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHS) Units.

- Almost 1,300 special classes which includes 160 new Special Classes sanctioned for the 
2017/18 school year; this compares to 548 special classes in 2011.

- Enhanced capitation grants for special schools and special classes attached to mainstream 
primary and post primary schools.

- Teacher training and continuing professional development in the area of special education 
through the Special Education Support Service (SESS).

- Special school transport arrangements.

- Assistive technology/Specialised equipment.

- Special Arrangements for State Examinations.

From September 2017, a new Special Education Teaching allocation process will be intro-
duced, replacing the generalised allocation process at primary and post primary school level 
for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, and the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided additional resource teaching 
supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low Incidence disabilities.  The aim 
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of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educational needs.

Pupils under the new allocation model will be identified by schools for additional teaching 
support in accordance with the Continuum of Support Guidelines, and the Guidelines which 
accompany my Department’s Circulars 0013/2017 and 0014/2017.  Teachers and School Prin-
cipals will use their professional judgement in applying the principles and practices set out in 
the Continuum of Support Guidelines: https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/
National-Educational-Psychological-Service-NEPS-/neps_special_needs_guidelines.pdf.

The purpose of my Department’s Home Tuition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards 
the provision of a compensatory educational service for children who, for a number of reasons 
such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school.  The scheme also provides a compensatory 
educational service for children with special educational needs seeking an educational place-
ment.  Provision is also made for early intervention for children with autism.

My Department adopts a holistic and integrated approach to supporting the work of schools 
in promoting positive mental health and wellbeing.  The process spans the curriculum in schools, 
whole school ethos, quality of teaching, learning and assessment, student support and pastoral 
care and the provision of professional support for teachers.  It also involves other supports such 
as educational psychological services and the interface with other agencies, both nationally and 
locally.

Professional development services are provided by my Department to support teachers in 
addressing and dealing with mental health issues.  These services provide support across a con-
tinuum: from whole-school and classroom level, to support for some children and support for a 
few children.  Continuing professional development is provided through:

- The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) which provides guidance for 
schools in managing and responding to critical incidents; and training in the delivery by teach-
ers of programmes, including the Incredible Years programme, which aims to prevent and treat 
young children’s behaviour problems and promote their social, emotional, and academic com-
petence

- The Professional Development Service for Teachers provides professional development 
support to teachers and schools to develop and promote student health and wellbeing, including 
mental health, in the context of a positive health promoting school environment.  In 2016, there 
were 8,535 CPD engagements with teachers in this area through seminars, workshops and in 
school support.

- The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Regional Support Service will pro-
vide advice and support to schools on the education and inclusion of students with special edu-
cational needs, providing in-school support for support teachers and continuing professional 
development for teachers.  It will also enhance the multi-disciplinary capacity of the education 
system through providing access to expert knowledge in areas such as autism, speech and lan-
guage and challenging behavior.

Supports are also provided through the Association of Teachers’ Education Centres in Ire-
land (ATECI) summer courses, the Irish Primary Principals Network (IPPN), the National As-
sociation of Principals and Deputy Principals (NAPD) and the Centre for School Leadership.

A key theme of my Department’s 2017 Action Plan for Education is the support of wellbe-
ing initiatives to ensure that mental resilience and personal wellbeing are integral parts of the 
education and training system.  Specifically, the Plan commits to the commencement of the 
roll-out of the Friends for Life programme and the Incredible Years Classroom Management 
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programme to teachers in all DEIS schools.  NEPS will deliver both programmes commencing 
in the autumn.

It is planned that during the coming academic year, some 40 Friends programmes will be 
organised involving some 1,000 primary and post-primary teachers and 50 Incredible Years 
programmes will be offered to some 1,000 primary school teachers at the commencement of a 
three year roll-out of the training.

13/07/2017WRP01700Schools Building Projects

13/07/2017WRP01800314. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for a 
school (detail supplied) in Wexford town once its new building has been constructed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34411/17]

13/07/2017WRP01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is liaising with the owners of the school site concerned regarding its poten-
tial for further educational purposes.

13/07/2017WRP02000Autism Support Services

13/07/2017WRP02100315. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the secondary 
schools in County Wexford that have ASD units situated on the school’s location; the number 
of students catered by each unit in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34417/17]

13/07/2017WRP02200316. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
crease the number of ASD units in County Wexford primary and secondary schools; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34418/17]

13/07/2017WRP02300317. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
crease the number of ASD units in County Wexford secondary schools to meet the rise in de-
mand in view of the fact that pupils in need of ASD education will soon move from primary to 
second level education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34419/17]

13/07/2017WRP02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 315 to 317, inclusive, together.

This Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.

Almost 18,000 students in schools have been diagnosed with autism.  The Department of 
Education and Skills invests over €300m annually in providing additional resources specifically 
to support students with autism in schools enabling:

- 61% of students to attend mainstream schools

- 26% to attend special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, and
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- 13% to attend special schools.

Some students, although academically able to access the curriculum in mainstream, may 
find it too difficult to manage full-time placement there.  This can be due to significant difficul-
ties in areas such as behaviour or sensory needs which have not been ameliorated, even with 
appropriate intervention, in mainstream.

Enrolment in an ASD special class should only be considered where it has been demon-
strated that a student requires the support of a special class because he/she is unable to learn ef-
fectively in a mainstream class for most or all of the school day even with appropriate supports.

Students enrolling in ASD Special Classes must have a report from a relevant professional 
or team of professionals (for example, psychologist, speech and language therapist, psychia-
trist) stating that:

- S/he has ASD, and that

- S/he has significant learning needs that require the support of a special class setting and 
the reasons why this is the case.

Special classes for students with ASD are staffed with a lower pupil–teacher ratio of 6:1 
at primary level and 6:1.5 at post primary level.  Special Classes or students with Autism also 
have Special Needs Assistant support normally amounting to 2 SNAs for a class of 6 children.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in consultation with the relevant education partners, is 
responsible for the establishment of special classes.

The NCSE, in looking to open special classes, must take into account the present and future 
potential need for such classes, taking particular account of the educational needs of the chil-
dren concerned.  The NCSE will also take account of location and sustainability in looking to 
establish special classes in certain areas.

Since 2011 the NCSE has increased the number of special classes by over 100% from 548 
in 2011 to 1,152 across the country now, of which 887 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
special classes.

The NCSE will establish an additional 145 ASD Special Classes for the 2017/18 school year 
increasing the number of ASD Special Classes to 1,032.

While it is not always possible to ensure that a special class placement will be available in 
the child’s local school, the NCSE has informed my Department that, in general, they are satis-
fied that there are sufficient ASD special class placements to meet existing demand.

With regard to Co. Wexford, the NCSE will establish 1 new ASD Early Intervention class, 
3 new primary ASD classes and 2 new post-primary ASD classes for the 2017/18 school year 
bringing the number of ASD Special Classes available in Co. Wexford to 6 ASD Early Interven-
tion, 23 ASD primary and 13 ASD post-primary for the 2017/18 school year.

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that there is appropriate plan-
ning in place to ensure that all children who require special class placements can access such 
placements in schools within their communities.

During the passage of the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill in the Select Committee 
last week I indicated that I intend, at Report Stage, to include in this Bill a provision that will 
provide, based on reports and advice from the NCSE, the Minister will have the power to re-



Questions - Written Answers

374

quire a school to open a special class or increase the number of special classes in schools iden-
tified by the NCSE.  Because this power will require a school to provide land or alter existing 
property I am of the view that the power should be with the Minister who can engage the patron 
or trustees and that there should be adequate safeguards to ensure people’s rights are protected.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available 
on www.ncse.ie in county order.

13/07/2017WRP02700Pupil-Teacher Ratio

13/07/2017WRP02800318. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of reducing the pupil-teacher ratio at primary level by one point in budget 2018. [34492/17]

13/07/2017WRP02900319. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of reducing average class sizes to 23 at primary level in budget 2018. [34493/17]

13/07/2017WRP03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 318 and 319 together.

Budget 2017 sets out the resources available for schools in the 2017/18 school year.  This 
Budget represents the start of a major reinvestment in education, and the first phase of imple-
mentation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best education system in 
Europe within a decade.  The budget provides for over 2,400 additional teaching posts for our 
primary and post-primary schools in the coming school year.

Budget 2016 provided for an improvement in the staffing schedule in primary schools by 1 
point, from 1 teacher for every 28 pupils to 1 teacher for every 27 pupils for the 2016/17 school 
year and it should be noted that the current staffing schedule of 27:1 for primary schools has 
restored it to the position it was at prior to the fiscal crisis.  The staffing schedule for post pri-
mary will be 19:1 for the 2017/18 school year.  The allocation for guidance provision which is 
equivalent to 0.4:1 in the staffing schedule is being provided separately.

The 2017/18 school year will see a significant increase of over 4,800 in teacher numbers in 
our schools compared to the 2015/16 school year.

Each 1 point adjustment to the staffing schedule is estimated to cost in the region of €15m 
- €18m per annum.

It is my intention to make further improvements to class sizes over the life of the Govern-
ment.  However, I recognise that there are needs across the system which have to be balanced 
in the decisions made in each Budget.

13/07/2017WRP03200Schools Building Projects Status

13/07/2017WRP03300320. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a site has 
been finalised for the establishment of the new primary school in Ballincollig, County Cork, 
due to open in September 2017; and if so, the location. [34500/17]

13/07/2017WRP03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the new primary school for Ballincollig, County Cork will open in September 2017 in tem-
porary accommodation at Ballincollig Rugby Club.
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With respect to the permanent accommodation for the school, officials in my Department 
have engaged with officials in Cork County Council under the Memorandum of Understanding 
for the acquisition of schools sites with a view to identifying and acquiring a suitable perma-
nent site to accommodate the school.  Given the commercial sensitivities associated with land 
acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

Officials from my Department will be in contact with the relevant school authorities to in-
form them of the permanent location for the school once the site acquisition process has been 
completed.

13/07/2017WRP03500Higher Education Schemes

13/07/2017WRP03600321. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual cost 
of restoring grants for postgraduate education and paying the back-to-education allowance to 
all postgraduate students who need it. [34550/17]

13/07/2017WRP03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
of the Programme for Government commitment to increase financial supports for post graduate 
students with a particular focus on those from low income households.

In response to this commitment, I secured additional funding of €4million in Budget 2017 
to facilitate the reinstatement of full maintenance grants, from September 2017, for the most 
disadvantaged post graduate students.

This will benefit approximately 1,100 of the most disadvantaged post graduate students who 
meet the eligibility criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant, from September 2017, and 
it reverses the budgetary cut that was imposed on this cohort of students in 2012.

However, if the maintenance grants and eligibility for full fees were reintroduced for post-
graduate students, the total estimated cost would be approximately €42.6m.  This excludes the 
above 2017 budget measure.

This costing assumes that the actual number of post graduate grant holders (2,324 in 2015/16) 
will increase to the level prior to the introduction of 2012 Budget measure (6,027 students).

Separately, the Deputy will be aware that the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) is ad-
ministered by the Department of Social Protection.  Further enquiries in respect of the BTEA 
should be referred to the Department of Social Protection.

13/07/2017WRP03800Third Level Fees

13/07/2017WRP03900322. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to the 
State of abolishing the student contribution charge for third level education. [34551/17]

13/07/2017WRP04000323. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to the 
State of abolishing fees for postgraduate courses. [34552/17]

13/07/2017WRP04100324. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual cost 
of abolishing undergraduate and postgraduate fees in view of the reduced tax expenditures on 
tax relief on tuition fees. [34553/17]

13/07/2017WRP04200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
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O’Connor): I propose to take Questions Nos. 322 to 324, inclusive, together.

Based on the number of students that qualified for free fees funding in the academic year 
2014/15 (and were therefore liable to pay the Student Contribution), and taking into account 
overall expected increases in student numbers, it is estimated that the net cost to my Depart-
ment of abolishing the Student Contribution for the 2017/18 academic year would be €207m.  
This figure takes into account the resulting reduction to my Department’s Student Grant Scheme 
budget.

With regard to funding towards tuition fees at undergraduate level, my Department pro-
vided funding of €280m in the academic year 2015/16 under the free fees schemes.

The cost to the State associated with the abolition of postgraduate fees is dependent on vary-
ing factors associated with type of study i.e. full-time or part-time, varying fees associated with 
different course types and higher fees for international students.

However, based on the fact that in the academic year 2015/16, there were 11,975 EU stu-
dents registered on postgraduate courses, and using the average cost of an EU postgraduate 
course, the estimated cost to the State of abolishing fees for EU postgraduate students would 
be €83m.  It should also be noted that under my Department’s Student Grant Scheme, funding 
of €12m was provided for postgraduate tuition fees in 2015/16; taking this into account, the net 
additional cost to my Department would therefore be in the region of €71m.

13/07/2017WRP04500Capitation Grants

13/07/2017WRP04600325. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated 
cost of reversing all the cuts to school capitation grants since 2008. [34554/17]

13/07/2017WRP04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The estimated cost of re-
storing capitation grants in primary and post-primary schools to pre 2010 levels is circa €35m.

I do recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools having regard to the afore-
mentioned reductions.

The Action Plan for Education outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 
year period 2016 to 2019 which include restoring capitation funding as resources permit.

It was not possible to provide additional funding in Budget 2017 in relation to restoring cap-
itation due to the many competing demands for available funding.  This commitment remains a 
priority for me to address as soon as possible during the lifetime of the Action Plan.  However, 
it is important to note that there are limited funds available in Budget 2018 to meet a wide range 
of needs accross all areas of Government.

13/07/2017WRP04800Student Grants Data

13/07/2017WRP04900326. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated 
cost of reversing all cuts to student grants over the past nine years. [34555/17]

13/07/2017WRP05000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor): It is not possible to definitively calculate the cost of the various adjustments that 
have been made to the student support system since 2008, particularly in light of the demo-
graphic changes that have taken place.
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To put it in context, in 2008/09 there were 57,261 students who benefitted from grant sup-
port at a cost of €264m, whereas in 2015/16 there were 80,622 students in receipt of grant sup-
port at a cost of €388m.

13/07/2017WRP05100Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRP05200327. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of intro-
ducing a minimum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34556/17]

13/07/2017WRP05300328. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of in-
troducing a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full-time employees under the aegis of 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34557/17]

13/07/2017WRP05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 327 and 328 together.

The data requested by the Deputy is not collected or collated by my Department.  There 
are over 3,700 individual employers in the education and training sector and it would require a 
disproportionate amount of time and administrative resources to gather the data sought by the 
Deputy.

13/07/2017WRQ00200Pupil-Teacher Ratio

13/07/2017WRQ00300329. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of re-
ducing pupil-teacher ratio to 1:18. [34558/17]

13/07/2017WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Budget 2017 sets out the 
resources available for schools in the 2017/18 school year. This Budget represents the start of 
a major reinvestment in education, and the first phase of implementation of the Action Plan for 
Education, aimed at becoming the best education system in Europe within a decade. The budget 
provides for over 2,400 additional teaching posts for our primary and post-primary schools in 
the coming school year. 

Each 1 point adjustment to the pupil teacher ratio at post primary level is estimated to cost 
in the region of €63m per annum.

It is my intention to make further improvements to class sizes over the life of the Govern-
ment. However, I recognise that there are needs across the system which have to be balanced in 
the decisions made in each Budget.

13/07/2017WRQ00500School Staff

13/07/2017WRQ00600330. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of re-
versing the cuts to guidance teachers. [34559/17]

13/07/2017WRQ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Measures announced by 
my Department as part of Budget 2016 and 2017 mean that 400 guidance posts, or two thirds 
of the guidance allocation that was withdrawn in Budget 2012, will be restored to schools from 
September 2017.   
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All of these 400 posts are allocated separately and transparently on the normal staffing 
schedule of posts for schools. The restoration of these posts will allow each school to determine 
how best to allocate the additional resources to meet the guidance needs of the school in accor-
dance with the School’s Guidance Plan. 

The cost of restoring the remaining posts is in the region of €13m.  This will be considered 
in the context of future Budgets, however there are needs across the system which have to be 
balanced in the decisions made in each budget.

13/07/2017WRQ00800School Curriculum

13/07/2017WRQ00900331. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimat-
ed annual cost of introducing a comprehensive universal programme of sex education in all 
schools. [34560/17]

13/07/2017WRQ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Section 9(b) of the Educa-
tion Act 1998 requires schools to provide the curriculum as prescribed by my Department. Cur-
rently, that includes the requirement to provide a Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) 
programme for all students. The RSE programme is delivered in the context of Social, Personal 
and Health Education (SPHE) for students from primary to the end of Junior Cycle.  A separate 
RSE Programme is in place for Senior Cycle.  

Through RSE, formal opportunities are provided for students to acquire knowledge and 
understanding of human sexuality. The topics included are intended to develop in students re-
spect for one’s own sexuality and the sexuality of others.  It is a requirement that all aspects of 
the RSE curriculum, including those in relation to sexual orientation, contraception, sexually 
transmitted infections etc. should be covered.

There is the option to opt out of SPHE under Section 30.2 (e) of the Education Act 1998, 
which does not oblige any student to attend instruction in any subject which is contrary to the 
conscience of the parent of the student, or in the case of a student who has reached the age of 
18 years, the student.

13/07/2017WRQ01100School Patronage

13/07/2017WRQ01200332. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
meetings he or his officials have had with senior members of the Catholic Church or Catholic 
patrons bodies in regard to school divestment or school admissions and enrolment since coming 
to office. [34624/17]

13/07/2017WRQ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As Minister, I am consult-
ing with all education stakeholders on an ongoing basis and on a range of issues. My officials, 
advisors and I have had regular engagement with all groups with an involvement in the issue of 
patronage, including the Catholic Church and other patron bodies, since I took up office. This 
includes interaction in relation to the plans to change the patronage of schools in line with the 
programme for government commitments as well as the previous patronage divesting process.

As the Deputy will be aware, following discussions on patronage divesting with education 
stakeholders and patron bodies in 2016, on the 30th January, 2017, I announced new plans aimed 
at providing more multi-denominational and non-denominational schools across the country, in 
line with the choices of parents, families and school communities and the Programme for Gov-



13 July 2017

379

ernment commitment in this area. While these new structures are being introduced, my Depart-
ment will continue to work with the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in areas 
already identified, in 2017 and beyond. 

In relation to school admissions, as the Deputy is aware I carried out a consultation pro-
cess in relation to the role of denominational religion in the school admission process. The 
first step in this consultation process invited written submissions from the public, schools and 
interest groups between 24th January and 20th March 2017. The written consultation process 
attracted almost 1,000 responses from a combination of individuals, schools and stakeholder 
organisations, including those representing the Catholic Church.  Following the conclusion of 
the written consultation period, I held a public Forum on 29th May 2017 on the role of religion 
in primary school admissions, which was attended by over 120 individuals. 

This is a highly complex and difficult issue. There are no easy solutions to this problem, 
with difficulties in areas including constitutional law, administration of the schools system and 
protection of minority religious groups. 

I have and will continue to consult with people and groups, including the Catholic Church, 
who stand to be affected by any changes in this area. 

13/07/2017WRQ01400Summer Works Scheme Applications

13/07/2017WRQ01500333. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the summer works scheme application by a school (details supplied); when decisions 
on applications for the summer works scheme will be issued; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34657/17]

13/07/2017WRQ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment is in receipt of a Category 7 application, replacement of windows, under the Summer 
Works Scheme (2016-2017), from the school in question.

The Deputy will be aware that I announced details of the successful applicants under round 
two of the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) (2016-2017) for categories 3 – 6, on the 3rd May 
last, details of which are published on my Department’s website, www.education.ie. 

Funding of €47 million is being made available for vital school projects in school buildings; 
438 schools nationwide will benefit from this announcement. 

In total, funding of almost €80 million has now been approved in respect of 635 schools 
for Categories 1 to 6 under the multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017). Nearly 50% 
of all schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very high demand.  
Details of successful school applicants, in respect of Categories 1 to 6 can be accessed on my 
Department’s website www.education.ie.

The matter of considering additional categories is reliant on further funding becoming avail-
able to my Department.

13/07/2017WRQ01700Schools Building Projects Applications

13/07/2017WRQ01800334. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will recon-
sider the application for temporary accommodation by a school (details supplied) with a view to 
increasing the funding allocation in line with the original sum requested for urgent works; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [34658/17]

13/07/2017WRQ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department approved funding to the school in question to construct a permanent special 
education tuition room. The room in question is the standard room provided for this purpose. 
My Department has written to the school recently to clarify the position relating to its applica-
tion.

13/07/2017WRQ02000School Patronage

13/07/2017WRQ02100335. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the concerns of many parents and a group (details supplied) with respect to the lack of 
transparency in the decision making process regarding patronage of schools, in which church 
interests seem to have precedence over parents’ wishes, as evidenced by the recent decision to 
sanction the transfer of a school (details supplied) to be a community national school contrary 
to the express wishes of parents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34673/17]

13/07/2017WRQ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, following discussions on patronage divesting with education stakeholders and patron 
bodies in 2016, on the 30th January, 2017, I announced new plans aimed at providing more 
multi-denominational and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the 
choices of parents, families and school communities and the Programme for Government com-
mitment in this area. 

The Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity process for supporting transfers of schools to 
multi-denominational patrons in response to the wishes of local families is based around princi-
ples of transparency and cooperation. Therefore, there will be a very substantial level of consul-
tation of local communities in the process, both with the Education and Training Boards in the 
initial phase to establish evidence of demand by consulting pre-school parents and subsequently 
through the requirement for the existing patron to consult with local community and school 
interests in proposing to transfer patronage of an existing school to an alternative patron body.  

In that process, the existing patron will also take into account proposals from all prospective 
multi-denominational patrons that wish to be considered. In the final instance, an application 
for a formal transfer of patronage will have to be made by the existing patron under the Educa-
tion Act 1998, which will require my approval.   

The process also allows for potential “early movers” – schools in respect of which a desire 
for patronage reassignment has been expressed in advance of the Schools Reconfiguration for 
Diversity process commencing. In cases such as the school referred to by the Deputy, individual 
“early movers” are being facilitated with immediate transfers to multi- or non-denominational 
patrons where the school community and the current patron have already opted voluntarily to 
do so. 

The Patron of the school referred to by the Deputy indicated that the decision to lease the 
property to Kerry ETB for the purposes of providing a community national school was made in 
consultation with and fully in line with the wishes of the local community.  

A local meeting was held on the 2nd March, 2017, organised by a community group com-
prising parents/families of children from the local area who previously attended the school 
and attended by over 70 members of the local community. Following the meeting, the group 
formally requested the patron to allow the school to be made available as a community national 
school. 
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I would point out that the previous model of divestment yielded only a very limited number 
of schools for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (10 since 2013).  I believe that the new 
schools reconfiguration for diversity process has the potential to significantly increase patron 
diversity in our school system with a target of reaching 400 multi-denominational and non-
denominational schools by 2030.  

While these new structures are being introduced, my Department will continue to work with 
the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in areas already identified, in 2017 and 
beyond.

13/07/2017WRQ02300School Transport Eligibility

13/07/2017WRQ02400336. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a writ-
ten policy in his Department that defines which religions are deemed minority; and, if not, the 
way in which his Department decide eligibility regarding ethos as part of the application; and 
the way in which children of no religion are considered under the scheme, in view of the fact 
that the education transport scheme for second level states that eligibility is granted with regard 
to ethos to allow for transport for minority religions. [34705/17]

13/07/2017WRQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attend-
ing their nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard 
to ethos and language.

In relation to school transport provision, ethos relates to religious ethos and is in the context 
of provision for minority religions.

While it is the prerogative of parents to choose the school that they wish their children to 
attend, eligibility for school transport is determined by the distance that children reside from 
their nearest school. 

The terms of the School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national basis. 

13/07/2017WRQ02600Apprenticeship Data

13/07/2017WRQ02700337. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the spend on ap-
prenticeship training in 2016 and the allocation for 2017; the breakdown of male and female 
apprentices in training by each employment sector and sub sector in 2016 and to date in 2017, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34713/17]
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13/07/2017WRQ02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): A 
total of €69.6 million was spent on apprenticeship training in 2016. A budget allocation of €98.7 
million has been made available for apprenticeships training in 2017, an increase of over 40%.

The information requested by the Deputy in respect apprenticeship training in 2016 and to 
date in 2017 is set out in the following tabular statement. 

Apprentice Population 2016 - 2017 by Sector, Trade & Gender

Population 
at end:

2016 2017 to 
date 

Female Male Grand 
Total

Female Male Grand 
Total

Construc-
tion Total

6 2,243 2,249 6 2,479 2,485 

Brick and 
Stonelay-
ing

87 87 100 100 

Cabinet 
Making

3 3 3 3 

Carpentry 
and Join-
ery

1 881 882 1 961 962 

Floor and 
Wall Tiling

-   

Painting 
and Deco-
rating

1 50 51 1 57 58 

Plastering 37 39 53 53 
Plumbing 2 1,032 1,034 2 1,150 1,152 
Stonecut-
ting and 
Stonema-
sonry

27 27 30 30 

Wood 
Manufac-
turing and 
Finishing

2 126 128 2 125 127 

Wood Ma-
chinist

 -   

Electrical 
Total

19 4,127 4,158 18 4,599 4,617 

Aircraft 
Mechanics

146 146 140 140

Electrical 16 3,394 3,410 16 3,807 3,823
Electrical 
Instrumen-
tation

1 259 260 1 274 275
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Population 
at end:

2016 2017 to 
date 

Female Male Grand 
Total

Female Male Grand 
Total

Electronic 
Security 
Systems

61 61 87 87

Instrumen-
tation

1 29 30 1 34 35

Refrigera-
tion

1 238 239 257 257

Engineer-
ing Total

1 1,639 1,640 2 1,726 1,728 

Farriery 15 15 17 17
Industrial 
Insulation

31 31 34 34

M.A.M.F. 578 578 1 586 587
Metal Fab-
rication

618 618 655 655

*Pipefit-
ting

1 59 60 1 74 75 

Sheet Met-
alworking

94 94 115 115

Toolmak-
ing

244 244 245 245

Motor 
Total

6 2,243 2,249 6 2,304 2,310 

Agricultur-
al Mechan-
ics

148 148 157 157

Construc-
tion Plant 
Fitting

215 215 225 225

Heavy 
Vehicle 
Mechanics

470 470 481 481

Motor Me-
chanics

6 1,258 1,264 6 1,282 1,288

Vehicle 
Body Re-
pairs

152 152 159 159

Printing & 
Paper Total

1 18 19 1 18 19 

Print Me-
dia

1 18 19 1 18 19

Printing
Bookbind-
ing
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Population 
at end:

2016 2017 to 
date 

Female Male Grand 
Total

Female Male Grand 
Total

Grand 
Total

33 10,270 10,315 33 11,126 11,159 

Data extracted from MIS End-of-Year 2010-2015 - 13.12.16

*Please note: From end of 2016 Pipefitting is included in the Engineering Family of Trade.

Consortia Led Apprenticeships Total 2016/2017

- Female Male Grand Total
Electrical
Industrial Electrical 
Eng

12 12

Engineering
Manufacturing Engi-
neering (Level 6)

9 9

Manufacturing Engi-
neering (Level 7)

2 5 7

Polymer Processing 
Tech

16 16

Financial Services
Insurance Practice 27 43 70
Total (Consortia-
Led)

29 85 114

Grand Total (All) 29 85 11,273 

13/07/2017WRQ02900Schools Building Projects Applications

13/07/2017WRQ03000338. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of applica-
tions for works submitted by schools (details supplied). [34749/17]

13/07/2017WRQ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
building projects for the schools in question are included in my Department’s 6 Year Construc-
tion Plan. It is my Department’s intention to initiate the architectural planning process for the 
building projects in question shortly and my Department has been in contact with both schools 
recently in this regard.

13/07/2017WRQ03200Schools Building Projects Applications

13/07/2017WRQ03300339. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of applica-
tions for works submitted by schools (details supplied). [34750/17]

13/07/2017WRQ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that building projects for the schools referred to in the details supplied are included in my 
Department’s 6 Year Construction Programme. The preparatory work required to initiate the 
architectural planning process for the building projects at the schools is being undertaken. My 
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Department will be in contact with both school authorities in the context of advancing the ar-
chitectural planning process for the building projects at the schools in due course.

13/07/2017WRQ03500School Equipment

13/07/2017WRQ03600340. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of applica-
tions for works submitted by a school (details supplied). [34751/17]

13/07/2017WRQ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school in question has clarified to my Department that the application in question re-
lates to a request for furniture grant for a new class being established by the school. The school 
has advised my Department that it received confirmation of grant approval from my Depart-
ment last month.

13/07/2017WRQ03800Pupil-Teacher Ratio

13/07/2017WRQ03900341. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
that a school (details supplied) will retain its third teacher when school restarts in September 
2017. [34752/17]

13/07/2017WRQ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the 
allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. The 
staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under 
certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location.

The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application for consideration by the 
Appeals Board at its April 2017 meeting under the small school criterion. The appeal was pro-
visionally approved by the Appeals Board pending confirmation of the actual enrolments in 
September 2017. The school has been notified of the outcome of the appeal. The Appeals Board 
operates independently of the Department and its decision is final.

13/07/2017WRQ04100School Accommodation Provision

13/07/2017WRQ04200342. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will grant an 
application for additional accommodation at a school (details supplied). [34753/17]

13/07/2017WRQ04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school in question has submitted an application to my Department for capital funding 
for additional accommodation.  The application will be considered and a decision will be con-
veyed to the school authority as soon as the assessment process has been completed.

13/07/2017WRQ04400Education and Training Boards Expenditure

13/07/2017WRQ04500343. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will give au-
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thority to the Westmeath Longford Education Training Boards to release the proceeds from the 
sale of Castlepollard Community College for reinvestment in the region. [34754/17]

13/07/2017WRQ04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that provision has already been made for the use of the majority of the funds realised from the 
sale of the property in question. The further utilisation of the balance of the funds involved re-
mains under consideration and the ETB will be advised in due course.

13/07/2017WRQ04700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

13/07/2017WRQ04800344. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 318 of 2 May, 2017 the way in the roll-out of the general allocation model for 
resource hours may have an affect. [34755/17]

13/07/2017WRQ04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory agency, is responsible, through 
its network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications 
from schools for special educational needs supports, including SNA support. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in my 
Department’s Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.
education.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when 
it is needed. 

Responsibility for deciding on the quantum of educational supports and resources to be 
allocated to schools to support individual pupils rests with the NCSE. It should be noted that 
SNA allocations are not made to individual children, but are made to schools to support the care 
needs of children with assessed special educational needs in the school.  

The level of SNA support allocated to schools can change from year to year, as students with 
care needs leave the school, as new students with care needs enrol, or as students develop more 
independent living skills as they get older and their care needs diminish over time.

In circumstances where a school, or parent, is unhappy with the allocation of SNA support 
which has been made, or considers the level of support allocated is not sufficient to meet the 
care needs of the pupils concerned, the school or parent, may appeal that decision via the NCSE 
appeals process.  Details of the NCSE appeals process is available at www.ncse.ie.

DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 for post primary schools were 
published on 7th March 2017 which set out the details of the new model for allocating special 
education teachers to schools.

The new Special Education Teaching allocation model provides a single unified allocation 
for special educational support teaching needs to each school, based on a school’s educational 
profile. 

This allocation will allow schools to provide additional teaching support for all pupils who 
require such support in their schools and for schools to deploy resources based on each pupil’s 
individual learning needs.

No allocation made for such pupils by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as 
that pupil remains in the school. Therefore the allocation for low incidence teaching support 
previously made for the child referred to in this question, will have been included in total pro-
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filed allocation for the school.

The school may continue to provide the additional teaching support in the same manner as 
previously or may revise the manner of the delivery of additional teaching support.

The new allocation model gives greater flexibility to schools in relation to the manner in 
which they use their resources. Schools may deploy special education teachers in a variety of 
ways in order to effectively meet pupils’ needs, for example, in-class support, small groups, 
team teaching or withdrawal.  

The provision of support for small groups of pupils, or use of in class support teaching for a 
number of pupils, as opposed to primarily one to one teaching, also means that qualifying pupils 
will often be able to receive more support than they otherwise would have done. 

My Department recently published guidelines for schools as to how they should utilise and 
deploy their resources under the new allocation model. These guidelines are available at http://
www.education.ie/en/The-Department/Announcements/Guidelines-for-Schools-Supporting-
Children-with-Special-Educational-needs-in-Mainstream-Schools.html 

The guidelines will support schools in how they identify pupils for additional teaching sup-
port and decide how much support to provide for pupils who need it.  

The guidelines also advise that effective communication and engagement with parents is 
an important part of moving towards a needs-based approach to the allocation of additional 
teaching resources and that this enhanced when parents are consulted in relation to their child’s 
needs, support plan. 

Where parents are concerned as to the manner in which their child will be supported under 
the new allocation model they should discuss with their child’s class teacher, or the school 
Principal, the manner in which teaching support can be provided for their child next year. Such 
discussion may alleviate some of the concerns they may have regarding the manner in which 
teaching support can be provided in the coming school year.

13/07/2017WRQ05000Schools Property

13/07/2017WRQ05100345. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a scheme is avail-
able whereby old portacabins previously used in schools are leased or given to groups (details 
supplied). [34756/17]

13/07/2017WRQ05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise that a 
scheme as described by the Deputy is not available. Typically, schools may lease prefabs from 
prefab suppliers pending the construction of a permanent building. The schools subsequently 
arrange for the removal and return of the prefabricated units to the prefab suppliers at the end 
of the rental contract period. 

13/07/2017WRQ05300Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRQ05400346. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his Department’s 
land purchaser budget each year for the past five years; and the number of sites that have been 
acquired each year. [34757/17]

13/07/2017WRQ05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Please see the following 
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table outlining the total spend of the Site Acquisition and Property Management section of my 
Department for the years 2012-2016. 

Please note that a site purchase may involve two payments: deposit and final amount, which 
may be spread across different years. 

In addition the total site and property management expenditure includes the direct cost of 
site acquisitions as well as ancillary costs such as the procurement of valuations and other prop-
erty related costs. 

The total number of sites acquired in a given year includes sites which transferred to my 
Department under the Redress scheme. 

Site Acquisitions 2012 - 2016

 Year Total Expenditure No. of sites acquired
(€m) -

2016 31.634 22
2015 12.956 7
2014 21.000 12
2013 11.460 12
2012 21.525 8

13/07/2017WRQ05600International Students

13/07/2017WRQ05700347. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the percentage of 
third level places taken up by international students. [34758/17]

13/07/2017WRQ05800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor): The most recent data available on the percentage of international students studying 
in Department of Education and Skills aided Higher Education Institutions is for the academic 
year 2015/2016.  The information provided by Higher Education Institutions to the Higher Edu-
cation Authority indicates that in the academic year 2015/2016, 8.7% of full time students were 
of Non-EU domicile of origin and 2.9% of students were from other EU countries.   

13/07/2017WRQ05900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

13/07/2017WRQ06000348. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a deci-
sion to provide a special class in a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34804/17]

13/07/2017WRQ06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The policy of my Depart-
ment is that children with special educational needs should be included, where possible and 
appropriate, in mainstream school placements with additional supports provided.  In circum-
stances where children with special educational needs require more specialised interventions, 
special school or special class places are also available.  

Special classes within mainstream schools are intended for children who, by virtue of their 
level of Special Educational Needs, cannot reasonably be educated in a mainstream class set-
ting, but who can still attend their local school in a special class with a lower pupil–teacher ratio 
and have access to Special Needs Assistant support. 
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The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the establishment of special classes 
in various geographical areas where a need has been identified.  In considering Special Educa-
tion provision, the NCSE takes into account existing supports in place in the area.  The NCSE 
operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.  Applications meeting the 
criteria are approved by the NCSE.   

The NCSE continues to monitor and review the requirement for special class places in par-
ticular areas and has capacity to establish such new special classes where necessary, subject to 
the willingness of schools to open classes.  

The NCSE welcomes expressions of interest from schools in opening special classes to meet 
the demand for special class provision.  In deciding on the location of a special class, SENOs 
take into account both the present and the future potential need for special class provision and 
they must be satisfied that the special class is sustainable and appropriately located.  SENOs 
liaise with relevant professionals in their area to arrive at an informed decision.  

The NCSE has advised that the school in question expressed an interest to the SENO in 
relation to establishing a Specific Speech and Language Class (SSLI) and an ASD class in the 
school.  The SENO has written to the Principal on several occasions stating that the NCSE do 
not have any plans currently, to establish either an SSLI or an ASD class in the school.  

It should be noted that the establishment of a Specific Speech and Language Unit class is 
contingent on the HSE providing Speech and Language Therapy support for the students in the 
class.  If the school has a commitment from the Health Service Executive to provide Speech and 
Language Therapy for the students in the class, the Principal should contact the local SENO for 
consideration in regard to the need for a SSLI class in the area, the suitability of the school as a 
location for a special class and sustainability of the class.

13/07/2017WRR00200School Attendance Data

13/07/2017WRR00300349. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy and 
preparations for the fact that there are currently 345,550 secondary school pupils here, exclud-
ing post-leaving certificate, PLC students, and 583 secondary schools, excluding PLC courses, 
and that according to the Department of Education and Skills this figure will increase (details 
supplied); his plans to increase school places and ensure the provision of green space for these 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34840/17]

13/07/2017WRR00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the key statistics for the 2016/17 school year were published on the 30th June, 2017 on my 
Department’s website. In the 2016/17 school year, there were 352,257 second level pupils in 
711 second level schools. This information is available in the key statistics release at the fol-
lowing link: 

http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Key-Statistics/Key-Statis-
tics-2016-2017.pdf 

In addition, the “Projections of Full-Time Enrolment Primary and Second Level (2017 - 
2035)” publication outlines my Department’s projections up to 2035 and is available at the 
following link:  http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Statistical-Reports/Projec-
tions-full-time-enrolment-Primary-and-Second-Level-2017-2035.pdf
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My Department uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pres-
sure for school places across the country will arise. In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas. The GIS uses data from a  range of sources, including the Central Statistics 
Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and my Department’s 
own databases. With this information, my  Department carries out nationwide demographic 
exercises at primary and post-primary level to determine where additional school accommoda-
tion is needed.

My Department’s six year Capital Programme prioritises building projects to meet demo-
graphic demand. The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional 
classrooms, if required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or 
where an additional teacher has been appointed.

In the case of new schools, my Department has published guidelines to assist in the identi-
fication and the assessment for suitability of new sites for schools where the procurement of a 
new site is required. The relevant guidelines are TGD-025 for Primary School site identification 
and TGD-027 for Post-Primary site identification. All technical guidelines are available on the 
Department of Education and Skills website. 

These guidelines are not intended to be prescriptive and cover a number of technical criteria 
to be taken into account when appraising the suitability and development potential of a site for 
a new school relative to other available options. Both documents refer to guidelines for green 
space provision. However, in higher density urban developments the optimum site area may not 
be available and green space guidelines are subject to space availability. 

13/07/2017WRR00500Obesity Strategy

13/07/2017WRR00600350. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
address the fact that one in four children is overweight or obese; his guidelines for the provision 
of green space for urban schools in this respect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34841/17]

13/07/2017WRR00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is active in 
the area of promotion of health and wellbeing in schools.  The issue of promoting healthy eating 
is addressed in schools through subjects such as Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), 
and Home Economics as well as in Physical Education.  The aim is to equip students with such 
skills and knowledge to enable them to make appropriate choices for healthy lifestyles.  

My Department issued a circular to all post primary schools in September 2015 on the Pro-
motion of Healthy Lifestyles in Post Primary Schools (Circular number 0051/2015) and to all 
primary schools in February 2016 on the Promotion of Healthy Lifestyles in Primary Schools 
(Circular number 0013/2016). These circulars aim to support and strengthen schools’ efforts in 
developing in young people the skills and attitudes needed to make informed decisions about 
their health.

Schools are strongly encouraged to have a formal healthy eating policy that has been devel-
oped in consultation with students and parents. 

Guidelines are available to schools on developing a healthy eating policy in Post-Primary 
Schools, which have been developed by the Department of Health and HSE.  The healthy eating 
policy should outline how the school supports healthy eating practices through the promotion 
of healthy lunches and healthy snacks and other means.
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All of the proactive work done in schools complements the Government’s Framework for 
Improved Health and Wellbeing 2013 - 2025 - Healthy Ireland. Schools can do so much but it is 
through working together, across Government departments, through families and communities 
that we can create an environment in which our young people have the knowledge, skills and 
resilience to choose to lead a healthy life.

The provision of playspace, where site conditions and circumstances allow, is one of the 
issues considered in the architectural design of new schools and major extensions. The level of 
facilities, including playspace,  that can be provided in schools will therefore vary depending 
on the extent of classroom accommodation needed for the school. 

 A suite of technical guidance documents is available on the Department’s website (www.
education.ie) to assist design teams in best practice design and development of projects and to 
encourage them to take a complete design team approach from project conception. These docu-
ments cover all aspects of the development of a building project for both internal and external 
works, including site assessments for new schools. 

The Physical Education curriculum has been designed on the basis that facilities in schools 
may vary. Many primary schools have a general purpose room and practically all schools have 
outdoor play areas which are used for teaching different aspects of the P.E. programme. A simi-
lar situation with sports halls and outdoor facilities applies at second level. In addition, many 
schools use adjacent local facilities, including public parks, playing fields and swimming pools. 
In the context of the Department’s co-operation with local authorities in identifying suitable 
sites for new schools, the location of sporting facilities in the vicinity is one of a number of fac-
tors taken into account in the overall site appraisal process. 

The Department’s design guidelines for schools include guidance in the provision of P.E. 
Halls, general purpose rooms and outdoor hard play areas such as basketball courts. The provi-
sion of playing pitches is not part of the specification for primary schools. However, in certain 
circumstances and where the site conditions allow, the project scope may include the levelling 
and grassing of an area which schools may decide to use for playing fields. At post primary 
level, an area may be developed as a practice playing field where site conditions and resources 
permit. In higher density urban developments the optimum site area may not be available and 
green space guidelines are subject to space availability.

13/07/2017WRR00800School Admissions

13/07/2017WRR00900351. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has sought 
legal advice on the constitutionality of his plans to alter religious discrimination in school ad-
missions announced in the Committee on Education and Skills in July 2017; the details of that 
advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34842/17]

13/07/2017WRR01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
following a public consultation process and a Forum on the role of religion in school admis-
sions, I set out my preferred policy approach for amending primary school admissions legisla-
tion on the issue of the role that religion can play in the process. 

Under the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, which recently passed committee stage, 
schools which are not oversubscribed will have to accept all applicants. This means that reli-
gion will not be used as a criteria in admissions to 80% of schools.

It is in the 20% other schools that this issue now needs to be addressed. 
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My preference is to remove the capacity for state-funded denominational primary schools, 
where they are oversubscribed, to use religion as a criteria in admissions process except, in 
three scenarios:

- where it would not otherwise be possible to maintain the ethos of the school;

- where the school is established by a minority religion, in order to ensure that students of 
that religion can find a school place in a school of that ethos;

- where the school is established by a minority religion, in order to admit a student of that 
religion who resides in a community consistently served by that school.

I have taken preliminary legal advice on my proposals prior to announcing them at the 
Oireachtas Committee and on that basis am confident to proceed. My intention is, following 
more detailed engagement with the Office of the Attorney General, to introduce more detailed 
proposals on this in the autumn, with a view to having them enacted by the end of 2017, de-
pending on the process in the Oireachtas.

13/07/2017WRR01100State Bodies Data

13/07/2017WRR01200352. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to par-
liamentary Question No. 540 of 20 June 2017, the number of former Deputies who applied for 
board positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34851/17]

13/07/2017WRR01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In line with the guide-
lines for appointments to State Boards, the process for filling vacancies on State Boards under 
the aegis of the Department is now generally managed by the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS). Applications are made through the dedicated website www.Stateboards.ie. An assess-
ment process is undertaken by PAS leading to the creation of a list of candidates suitable for 
appointment to Boards.

It is my understanding that, in order to protect the integrity of the PAS State Board appoint-
ment process, the names of candidates applying but who are unsuccessful remain confidential 
and are not disclosed.

13/07/2017WRR01400School Accommodation

13/07/2017WRR01500353. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide the technical assessment of a site to the principal of a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34873/17]

13/07/2017WRR01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to inform the Dep-
uty that my Department has provided the outcome of the technical assessment of the available 
accommodation to the patron and the principal of the school referred to by the Deputy. 

My Department is continuing to liaise with the school referred by the Deputy and their pa-
tron body with regard to their accommodation needs for September 2017.

13/07/2017WRR01700School Equipment

13/07/2017WRR01800354. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding will 
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be made available to a school (details supplied) to facilitate its move to a campus and ensure 
the school has the required information technology provision for September 2017. [34874/17]

13/07/2017WRR01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that funding 
will be made available to the school referred to by the Deputy to ensure that the school will have 
sufficient IT provision for September 2017 at the campus referred to by the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRR02000Special Educational Needs Staff Data

13/07/2017WRR02100355. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the average cost 
of establishing a new autism spectrum disorder unit or special class in a mainstream post sec-
ondary school. [34875/17]

13/07/2017WRR02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): This Government is com-
mitted to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with au-
tism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings 
through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

Almost 18,000 students in schools have been diagnosed with autism. My Department in-
vests over €300m annually in providing additional resources specifically to support students 
with autism in schools enabling:

- 61% of students to attend mainstream schools

- 26% to attend special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, and

- 13% to attend special schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in consultation with the relevant education partners, is 
responsible for the establishment of special classes.

The NCSE, in looking to open special classes, must take into account the present and future 
potential need for such classes, taking particular account of the educational needs of the chil-
dren concerned. The NCSE will also take account of location and sustainability in looking to 
establish special classes in certain areas.  

Since 2011 the NCSE has increased the number of special classes by over 100% from 548 
in 2011 to 1,152 across the country now, of which 887 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
special classes. 

The NCSE will establish an additional 145 ASD Special Classes for the 2017/18 school year 
increasing the number of ASD Special Classes to 1,032.

Special classes for students with ASD are staffed with a lower pupil–teacher ratio of 6:1 at 
primary level and 6:1.5 at post primary level. Special Classes or students with Autism also have 
Special Needs Assistant support normally amounting to 2 SNAs for a class of 6 children. The 
average annual cost of teaching and SNA support in a post-primary level ASD class is approx. 
€156K.
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The following grants may be payable to newly established ASD Post Primary Special Class-
es

- Special class start-up grant - A grant of €6,500 is available to cover the cost of furniture 
and general equipment. 

- Specialised furniture/equipment grant: Available for individual students who require spe-
cialised furniture/equipment. 

- Loose furniture and equipment: €2,500 is available. 

- Once off grant: €7,000 is available for equipment for a multi-sensory room where this is 
included in the overall schedule of accommodation. 

- ICT - a grant of €5,000 is available per new primary classroom. 

- Minor works grant: Funding is made available to all primary schools on the basis of a grant 
of €5,500 plus €18.50 per mainstream student and €74 per student attending a special class in 
a mainstream school.

With regard to Capital Costs in the case of all new schools, it is general practice to include 
a Special Needs Unit (SNU) in the accommodation brief for new school buildings, unless local 
circumstances indicate that it will not be required. Typically, a two classroom SNU is provided 
in new primary schools and a two or four classroom unit is provided in new post primary 
schools.

In the case of existing schools, where a school is not in a position to accommodate a special 
class within its existing accommodation, it is open to the school to submit an application to the 
Department for capital funding to (i) re-configure existing spaces within the school building to 
accommodate the class or (ii) to construct additional accommodation.

The cost of providing a special needs class / unit can vary depending on the accommodation 
solution approved and local circumstances relating to site conditions and planning permission 
requirements e.g. provision of new percolation system, parking and bus turning facilities etc. 
Costs of providing a SNU can range depending on whether it is a single SNU or a double unit 
with an additional 25%/30% cost depending on site/planning conditions etc. The cost of pro-
viding this accommodation is met from the Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme.

13/07/2017WRR02300Schools Designation

13/07/2017WRR02400356. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of new 
multidenominational and or non-denominational schools that have been established since 2012; 
the year they began taking in students; if they are in permanent or temporary accommodation; 
the patron of each; and if their buildings were transferred from another patron. [34876/17]

13/07/2017WRR02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places across 
the country will arise.  The GIS uses data from a range of sources, including the Central Sta-
tistics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and my Depart-
ment’s own databases.  With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demo-
graphic exercises to determine where additional school accommodation is needed.

To date, 23 new multi-denominational primary schools have opened since 2012 in areas of 
demographic demand. The details requested by the Deputy are provided in the attached table.
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In addition, 10 new primary schools have opened since 2013 under the patronage divesting 
process in areas of stable population as follows: 

In 2014, four new schools commenced operation under the patronage of Educate Together 
in:

- Trim, Co. Meath; 

- Tramore, Co. Waterford; 

- Malahide/Portmarnock, Co. Dublin; and 

- Newtownwhite, Co. Mayo.  

The latter resulted from the transfer of patronage from the Church of Ireland.  

In addition, an Educate Together school that opened in September 2013 moved to a former 
Edmund Rice School building in Dublin 8 in September 2014.  

In 2015, three new schools commenced operation, two under the patronage of Educate To-
gether in:

- Tuam, Co. Galway; and 

- New Ross, Co. Wexford 

and one under the patronage of An Foras Pátrúnachta in:

- Birr, Co. Offaly   

In 2016, two new schools opened under the patronage of Educate Together in:

- Greenhills, Dublin 12; and 

- Castlebar, Co. Mayo. 

NEW PRIMARY SCHOOLS FOR DEMOGRAPHICS

Roll Num-
ber 

School 
Name

County Patron Ethos Opened Accommo-
dation

20400E Ballinteer 
Educate To-
gether NS

Dublin 
South

Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2012 Temporary

20402I City West 
Educate To-
gether NS

Dublin 
South

Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2012 Temporary

20398U Citywest 
& Saggart 
CNS

Dublin 
South

Dublin 
& Dun 
Laoghaire 
ETB

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2012 Temporary

20401G Stepaside 
Educate To-
gether NS

Dublin 
South

Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2012 Permanent

20396Q Ashbourne 
Educate To-
gether NS

Meath Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2012 Permanent
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Roll Num-
ber 

School 
Name

County Patron Ethos Opened Accommo-
dation

20403K Kildare 
Town Edu-
cate Togeth-
er NS

Kildare Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2012 Permanent

20412L Gaelscoil 
Teach 
Giúise

Dublin 
South

An Foras 
Pátrúnachta  

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2013 Permanent

20411J Firhouse 
Educate To-
gether NS 

Dublin 
South

Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2013 Permanent

 20425U Gaelscoil 
Shliabh Rua

Dublin 
South

An Foras 
Pátrúnachta

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2013 Permanent

20426W Lucan 
Community 
NS (Scoil 
Oscair)

Dublin 
Fingal

Dublin 
& Dun 
Laoghaire 
ETB

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2013 Permanent

20413N Douglas 
Rochestown 
Educate To-
gether NS

Cork Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2013 Temporary

20428D Gaelscoil 
Mhic Aodha

Kildare An Foras 
Pátrúnachta 

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2013 Temporary

20422O Scoil Aoife 
CNS 

Dublin 
South

Dublin 
& Dún 
Laoghaire 
ETB

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2014 Permanent

20440Q Scoil Aon-
ghusa CNS 
(Mallow 
CNS) 

Cork Cork ETB Multi-
denomina-
tional

2014 Permanent

20410H Knock-
nacarra 
Educate To-
gether NS

Galway Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2014 Temporary

20441S Shellybanks 
Educate To-
gether NS  

Dublin City Educate 
Together

Multi-
denomina-
tional

2014 Temporary

20473I Greystones 
CNS

Wicklow Kildare & 
Wicklow 
ETB

Multide-
nomina-
tional

2015 Temporary

20462D Galway 
Steiner NS 

Galway Lifeways 
Ireland Ltd 
(Steiner 
Model)

Multide-
nomina-
tional

2015 Temporary

20392I Pelletstown/
Ashtown 
Educate To-
gether NS

Dublin 
Fingal

Educate 
Together

Multide-
nomina-
tional

2015 Temporary
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Roll Num-
ber 

School 
Name

County Patron Ethos Opened Accommo-
dation

20442U Scoil 
Chliodhna 
CNS Car-
rigtohill

Cork Cork ETB Multide-
nomina-
tional

2015 Temporary

20487T Galescoil na 
Fuinseoige

Dublin 
South

An Foras 
Pátrúnachta

Multide-
nomina-
tional

2016 Permanent

20453C Broome 
Bridge 
ETNS

Dublin City Educate 
Together

Multide-
nomina-
tional

2016 Permanent

20486R Grace Park 
ETNS

Dublin City Educate 
Together

Multide-
nomina-
tional

2016 Temporary

13/07/2017WRR02600Multidenominational Schools

13/07/2017WRR02700357. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to un-
dertake another parental demand survey to assess levels of demand in each area for multi- and 
non-denominational schools; the areas in which there was deemed to be a high parental demand 
for multi- and non-denominational schools in the last survey; the level of demand identified; 
and if this demand has been fulfilled or not. [34877/17]

13/07/2017WRR02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the report of the Advisory Group to the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the Pri-
mary Sector recommended that demand for patronage diversity should be met in areas of stable 
population by divesting patronage of existing schools where there is evidence of parental de-
mand for change. 

In 2012/13, my Department undertook surveys of parental preferences in 44 areas of stable 
population to establish the level of demand for a wider choice in the patronage of primary 
schools. Sufficient demand emerged in 28 areas and intensive consultations followed with the 
main Catholic patrons in each of these areas to discuss divesting options. 

I would point out that this model of divestment yielded only a very limited number of 
schools for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (10 since 2013). 

As the Deputy will be aware, following discussions on patronage divesting with education 
stakeholders and patron bodies in 2016, on the 30th January, 2017, I announced new plans aimed 
at providing more multi-denominational and non-denominational schools across the country, in 
line with the choices of parents, families and school communities and the Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment in this area. 

I believe that the new schools reconfiguration for diversity process has the potential to 
significantly increase patron diversity in our school system with a target of reaching 400 multi-
denominational and non-denominational schools by 2030.  

While these new structures are being introduced, my Department will continue to work with 
the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in the areas already identified, in 2017 
and beyond.
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13/07/2017WRR02900School Patronage

13/07/2017WRR03000358. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether there is a potential conflict of interest in his new reconfiguration plan for patronage 
divestment (details supplied); the arrangements his Department has in place to mitigate the ef-
fects of conflicts of interest. [34878/17]

13/07/2017WRR03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that on the 30th January, 2017, I announced new plans aimed at providing more multi-denomi-
national and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of families 
and school communities and the Programme for Government commitment in this area.

This process will involve the Education and Training Boards in the initial phase, as the 
State’s local education authorities, identifying areas where there is likely to be demand for 
greater diversity and they will work with pre-school services to establish evidence of this de-
mand among the cohort of pre-school parents. 

I believe that the Education and Training Boards, as the State’s local education authority, 
is precisely the right organisation to undertake the consultation with pre-school parents in this 
process. One of the criticisms of the last process was that it did not take sufficient account of 
local communities and local stakeholders. The ETBs, as statutory education authorities, pres-
ent in every county, with representation from local groups on their boards, are ideally placed to 
carry out this process.  

There will then be discussions between individual ETBs and the existing patrons/landown-
ers concerning the possible transfer of schools to accommodate this demonstrated demand for 
diversity.

The protocols surrounding how the surveys will be carried out will be carefully designed by 
the Department of Education and Skills, and each ETB will submit a report to the Department 
showing the results of the surveys, including details of how the surveys were carried out in ac-
cordance with the protocols.  

This new process for supporting transfers of schools to multi-denominational patrons in 
response to the wishes of local families is based around principles of transparency and coopera-
tion. Therefore, there will be a very substantial level of consultation of local communities in 
the process, through the requirement for the existing patron to consult with local community 
and school interests in proposing to transfer patronage of an existing school to an alternative 
patron body.  In that process, the existing patron will also take into account proposals from all 
prospective multi-denominational patrons that wish to be considered. The reconfiguration pro-
cess for primary school patronage will be open to application from all patrons offering multi-
denominational or non-denominational school models.

It is important to acknowledge the voluntary nature of these transfers, given that the cur-
rent patron is in most cases the owner of the land on which the school stands.  My Department 
will develop protocols on patronage transfer with existing patrons to ensure that school and 
local communities and prospective patrons are fully consulted before a decision is made.  I am 
confident that this process will respect the views of all parties - parents, local schools and com-
munities and patrons.

I would point out that the previous model of divestment yielded only a very limited number 
of schools for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (10 since 2013). I look forward to work-
ing constructively with all education stakeholders and patron bodies in this important endea-
vour and I would ask all parties to put aside sectional or self-interest in pursuing the national 
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objective of providing greater diversity of school provision in line with the choices of parents, 
families and school communities.

13/07/2017WRR03200School Accommodation Provision

13/07/2017WRR03300359. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether his Department’s policy of not allowing educate together schools to establish using 
temporary accommodation at an initial stage unless there is an expectation that a State-owned 
building will be available to move into in the area in the short term is unnecessary and is sig-
nificantly delaying the roll-out of Educate Together schools across the country to areas of low 
patron diversity and high parental demand. [34879/17]

13/07/2017WRR03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the report of the Advisory Group to the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the Pri-
mary Sector recommended that demand for patronage diversity should be met in areas of stable 
population by divesting patronage of existing schools where there is evidence of parental de-
mand for change. 

In 2012/13, my Department undertook surveys of parental preferences in 44 areas of stable 
population to establish the level of demand for a wider choice in the patronage of primary 
schools. Sufficient demand emerged in 28 areas and intensive consultations followed with the 
main Catholic patrons in each of these areas to discuss divesting options.  

My Department does not provide for a new school to open under patronage divestment 
where a long-term home has not been identified, as to do so would inevitably lead to pressure to 
provide new schools in areas of stable population at the expense of existing schools where there 
is no requirement for additional places.  My Department’s priority in the allocation of scarce 
capital funding has to be in providing school places in areas of demographic growth. 

New schools established in areas of demographic growth, including those under the patron-
age of Educate Together, may be established in temporary accommodation pending delivery of 
the permanent accommodation for the school.

In some areas, in responding to demand for diversity where existing patrons were unable 
make school properties available, my Department also included an examination of properties 
held in public ownership. I would point out that the previous model of divestment yielded only 
a very limited number of schools for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (10 since 2013). 

The Deputy will be aware that on 30 January 2017, I announced new plans aimed at provid-
ing more multi-denominational and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with 
the choices of families and school communities and the Programme for Government commit-
ment in this area.  

I believe that the new schools reconfiguration for diversity process which will see the trans-
fer of existing “live” schools, on a voluntary basis, has the potential to significantly increase 
patron diversity in our school system with a target of reaching 400 multi-denominational and 
non-denominational schools by 2030.  

While these new structures are being introduced, my Department will continue to work with 
the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in areas already identified, in 2017 and 
beyond.
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13/07/2017WRR03500School Admissions

13/07/2017WRR03600360. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if under the new 
School Admissions Bill 2016 will have powers to direct selected schools to operate an admis-
sions policy which is positively discriminatory towards certain groups deemed to be excluded, 
such as children from traveller backgrounds or from homeless households; and if not, the rea-
son he is of the view such a provision should not be inserted into the Bill. [34880/17]

13/07/2017WRR03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Education (Admission 
to Schools) Bill 2016 is an important piece of legislation which strives to create a new more 
parent-friendly, equitable and consistent approach to how school admissions policy operates for 
the almost 4,000 primary and post-primary schools in this country. 

 The Bill was published in July 2016 and passed Committee Stage on 28th  June 2017. 

The Bill provides for schools to explicitly state in the school’s admission policy that it will 
not discriminate against an applicant for admission on the grounds of disability, special edu-
cational needs, sexual orientation, family status, membership of the traveller community, race, 
civil status, gender or religion while including provision for single sex schools and denomina-
tional schools to reflect, in their admission policy, the exemptions applicable to such schools 
under equality legislation. 

The Bill does not provide for the Minister to direct schools to prioritise children from travel-
ler backgrounds or from homeless households. The Bill will oblige all schools to admit pupils 
where there are available places. It is important to note that 80% of schools are not oversub-
scribed. Other important provisions in the Bill, including the provision for the NCSE and the 
Child and Family Agency to designate a place for a child in a school will deal with any diffi-
culty that arises for a particular child.

13/07/2017WRR03800School Curriculum

13/07/2017WRR03900361. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
for reintroducing the modern languages in primary school programme in budget 2018 and for a 
national roll-out of the programme. [34882/17]

13/07/2017WRR04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Modern Languages 
in Primary Schools Initiative (MLPSI) was introduced in September 1998. It involved the in-
troduction of Italian, Spanish, German and French for 5th and 6th classes. The MLPSI was a 
pilot scheme across 550 schools with an annual budget of approximately €2.5m. It would not 
be possible to give an estimate of the cost of its reintroduction in 550 schools or its introduction 
across all primary schools due to the number of variables involved. 

The decision to end the MLPSI was taken in the context of a very challenging budgetary 
environment where difficult decisions had to be taken. A 2008 Report by the National Council 
for Curriculum and Assessment recommended against a further expansion of the MLPSI, citing 
issues of curriculum overload and difficulties relating to the replicability of the model across 
the system.

Consideration will be given to its reintroduction in the context of the review of the time and 
structure of the primary curriculum currently being carried out by the NCCA. The priority at 
primary level is to provide high-quality language learning in our two languages, Irish and Eng-
lish. A new Primary Language Curriculum, incorporating Irish and English, was introduced in 



13 July 2017

401

classes from Junior Infants to 2nd class from September 2016. This curriculum aims to ensure 
that students acquire transferrable language skills which will assist them in learning Irish and 
English and additional languages at second level.  Work is currently underway in developing 
the Primary Language Curriculum for third to sixth class.

My Department is currently finalising a strategy on Foreign Languages in Education and 
this will be published shortly. The Action Plan for Education refers to the importance of the 
rollout of that strategy, together with the implementation of revised curricula at primary level, 
in supporting increased levels of participation and competence in language learning.

13/07/2017WRR04100Student Grants Data

13/07/2017WRR04200362. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated 
cost for fully reintroducing the postgraduate grants; and the cost of reintroducing postgradu-
ate grants for those eligible for grant rates part maintenance 75% and part maintenance 50%. 
[34883/17]

13/07/2017WRR04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor): The Deputy will be aware of the Programme for Government commitment to in-
crease financial supports for post graduate students with a particular focus on those from low 
income households. 

In response to this commitment, Minister Bruton secured additional funding of €4million in 
Budget 2017 to facilitate the reinstatement of full maintenance grants, from September 2017, 
for the most disadvantaged post graduate students. 

This will benefit approximately 1,100 of the most disadvantaged post graduate students who 
meet the eligibility criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant, from September 2017, and 
it reverses the budgetary cut that was imposed on this cohort of students in 2012.  

However, if the maintenance grants and eligibility for full fees were reintroduced for post-
graduate students, the total estimated cost would be approximately €42.6m. 

The estimated cost of introducing the 75% and the 50% rate of the maintenance grant and 
eligibility for full fees for post-graduate students would be €38m and €35m respectively.

These costing’s excludes the above 2017 budget measure.

These costing’s also assumes that the actual number of post graduate grant holders (2,324 
in 2015/16) will increase to the level prior to the introduction of 2012 Budget measure (6,027 
students).

13/07/2017WRR04400Student Grants Data

13/07/2017WRR04500363. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
postgraduates that have been provided financial assistance under the student grant scheme in 
each of the years since 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017. [34884/17]

13/07/2017WRR04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor): Financial supports are currently available for those postgraduate students who 
meet the eligibility criteria of the Student Grant Scheme. 
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Post-graduate students who meet the qualifying conditions for the special rate of grant under 
the Student Grant Scheme are eligible to have their post graduate tuition fees paid up to the 
maximum fee limit of €6,270. 

Alternatively, a postgraduate student may qualify to have a €2,000 contribution made to-
wards the cost of his/her fees. The income threshold for this payment is €31,500 for the 2016/17 
academic year, increasing relative to the number of family dependents. 

The Deputy will be aware of the Programme for Government commitment to increase fi-
nancial supports for post graduate students with a particular focus on those from low income 
households. 

In response to this commitment, Minister Bruton secured additional funding of €4million in 
Budget 2017 to facilitate the reinstatement of full maintenance grants, from September 2017, 
for the most disadvantaged post graduate students. 

This will benefit approximately 1,100 of the most disadvantaged post graduate students who 
meet the eligibility criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant, from September 2017, and 
it reverses the budgetary cut that was imposed on this cohort of students in 2012.  

The number of postgraduate students in receipt of a grant under the Student Grant Scheme 
from the 2009/10 academic year to date in 2017 is outlined in the following table.

  POST-GRADUATE GRANT-HOLDERS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEARS 2009/10 – 2015/16 AND PRO-
VISIONAL POST-GRADUATE GRANT-HOLDERS 2016/17 

Grant-
holders

2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17

Post-
Graduate

6,417 6,667 6,027 3869 2,695 2.558 2.324 2,120 (Pro-
visional)

13/07/2017WRR04700Special Educational Needs Data

13/07/2017WRR04800364. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ratio of special 
needs assistants, SNAs, to pupils in mainstream classes at primary level; and the ratio for SNAs 
to pupils in mainstream schools at post primary in each of the years 1998 to 2016 and to date in 
2017 by county, in tabular form. [34885/17]

13/07/2017WRR04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I recently announced 
that 975 additional SNAs will be available for allocation to schools from September 2017 
which is a 7.5% increase to meet the demands for the new school year.

A total of 13,990 SNA posts will now be available at a gross annual cost of €458 million. 
This is more SNAs than we have ever had previously and will ensure that all children who 
qualify for SNA support can continue to receive access to such support.

In total, the number of SNAs available has increased by over 32% since 2011, when 10,575 
posts were available.

The NCSE has advised all schools of their allocations for SNA support for the coming 
2017/18 school year. Details of SNA allocations which have been made to schools have been 
published on by the NCSE on their website at http://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NC-
SE-17_18-SNA-Allocation-Primary.pdf. 

As the responsibility for the allocation of SNAs to schools resides with the NCSE, the 
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information requested by the Deputy is not retained by my Department. Accordingly I have 
requested the NCSE to respond directly to the Deputy’s question. In view of the fact that the 
NCSE was established in 2004, data for years preceding that date will not be available.

13/07/2017WRR05000Special Educational Needs Data

13/07/2017WRR05100365. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ratio of re-
source teachers and learning support teachers to pupils in mainstream classes at primary level; 
and the ratio for resource teachers and learning support teachers to pupils in mainstream schools 
at post primary in each of the years 1998 to 2016 and to date in 2017 by county and by Dublin 
post code, in tabular form. [34886/17]

13/07/2017WRR05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the ratio of re-
source teaching and learning support teachers per number of pupils each year at primary and 
post primary school level for the years 2009-2017 are included in the table. 

Due to the manner in which the allocation of resource teaching posts was recorded prior to 
2009, where additional allocations were only made to schools once all surplus allocations in 
schools were accounted for, accurate details of the resource teaching allocations made prior to 
2009 are not available.

Details of the number of resource teaching posts allocated to schools by the NCSE on a per 
County basis, for the years 2012-2017, are available at http://ncse.ie/resource-teaching-hours-
and-sna-allocations

Resource Teaching and Learning Support Allocations 2009 - 2017

School Year Ratio LS/RT posts per number of Pupils
2009/10 72.91
2010/11 72.77
2011/12 73.24
2012/13* 72.05
2013/14 70.87
2014/15 69.03
2015/16 66.19
2016/17 63.37

*From 2012/13 GAM and Post Primary Learning Support allocation also provided for Eng-
lish Additional Language (EAL) Support. Since that time the GAM has been updated annually 
based on increases to mainstream classroom teaching posts, based on school enrolments.

Post Primary School 

School Year Ratio LS/RT posts per Pupil
2009/10 120.39
2010/11* 130.73
2011/12* 128.69
2012/13 111.79
2013/14 105.94
2014/15 100.30
2015/16 96.04
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2016/17 92.24

*Statistics for 2010/11 and 2011/12 included PLC students, excluded thereafter.

13/07/2017WRR05300Northern Ireland

13/07/2017WRR05400366. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the 
Government is maintaining its assertion of ownership to Lough Foyle; the recent engagements 
he has had with Britain and Northern Ireland on same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34277/17]

13/07/2017WRR05500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The UK government 
assertion of jurisdiction over the whole of Lough Foyle has never been accepted by Ireland and 
this position remains unchanged.Following discussions in 2011 between the then Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and the British Foreign Secretary, the British and Irish Governments 
agreed to seek to resolve jurisdictional issues relating to both Lough Foyle and Carlingford 
Lough.   Since that time a series of meetings have taken place at official level between the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and my own Department, the most recent of which was in 
February this year.  The issues involved are complex and involve a range of different actors, 
including the Crown Estates, but I am satisfied that progress is being made and that all sides are 
committed to reaching a positive resolution as soon as possible.

13/07/2017WRR05600Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRR05700367. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the detail of 
the unallocated spend within his Department for 2017; the detail of expenditure allocated to 
programmes in 2017 which are due to cease in 2017; the spend which will become available 
within his Department’s expenditure profile in 2018 due to changes in demand for services and 
goods and or changes to costs within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33588/17]

13/07/2017WRR05800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department ex-
pects a full spend of the 2017 voted budget allocation and a surplus/unallocated amount at the 
year end is not anticipated.  The 2017 budget programme expenditure is as follows: 

2017 Programme Expenditure €000
To serve our people at home and abroad and 
to promote reconciliation and co-operation, 
(Our People).

79,044 

Protect and advance our values and interests 
in Europe, (Our place in Europe).

23,279 

Work for a more just, secure and sustainable 
world, (Our values).

55,779 

Promote our economic interests internation-
ally, (Our prosperity).

32,211 

Strengthen our capacity to deliver our goals, 
(Our influence).

39,260 

Work on poverty and hunger reduction. 486,614 
Total 2017 Programme Expenditure 716,187 
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None of the Department’s current programmes are due to cease in 2017.  At present the 
Department is not aware of any specific changes in demand for services and goods or changes 
to costs within the Departments expenditure profile in 2018, however the continuing increase 
in passport applications and general increase in demand for the Department’s services will put 
pressure on the 2018 profile.

13/07/2017WRR05900Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRR06000368. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way his Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with 
disabilities during 2017.  [34033/17]

13/07/2017WRR06100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that my Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with dis-
abilities.During 2017 a project to modify and upgrade a Departmental building to better meet 
the access and internal mobility requirements of all staff and visitors with a disability was initi-
ated. The Department continues to work to improve conditions for staff with disabilities and 
provide appropriate support including the use of assistive technologies and provision of care in 
the workplace and flexible working arrangements.    The Department’s Disability Liaison Of-
ficer (DLO) continues to provide confidential support to staff with declared disabilities.  The 
DLO promotes the interests of staff with disabilities including through researching best practice 
on disability issues in conjunction with the Civil Service DLO Network.

My Department continues to promote and support the employment of people with disabili-
ties including through the WAM - Willing Able Mentoring- programme. This is a work place-
ment programme which aims to promote access to the labour market for graduates with disabili-
ties and build the capacity of employers to integrate disability into the mainstream workplace. 

My Department has also established a Management Board sub-Committee on Gender and 
Diversity which oversees the work of a Working Group on Equality and Diversity which aims 
to create an inclusive and diverse working environment that encourages a culture of respect and 
equality to the benefit of staff and the Department, and over time, to the benefit of those we 
serve. 

My Department continues to comply with any statutory Code of Practice and exceeds the 
target of 3% of employees with disabilities and in this regard the National Disability Authority 
(NDA) reports on compliance with this 3% target.  In its latest published report for the calendar 
year 2015, the NDA noted that in my Department, 3.5% of staff had a declared disability. In 
2017 this number has risen to 3.65% of the Department’s workforce. My Department reports 
annually on achievement of these obligations. 

Further specific steps undertaken include an installation of a new fire paging system for staff 
who are deaf or hard of hearing, provision of specialised National Council for the Blind Ireland 
(NCBI) assessments for staff as required and the provision of additional evacuation chairs in 
Departmental buildings. 

All staff in HQ have been offered workplace ergonomic assessments.  The recommenda-
tions arising from these assessments have been addressed.

13/07/2017WRS00200Departmental Expenditure
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13/07/2017WRS00300369. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the invest-
ment by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34068/17]

13/07/2017WRS00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department has 
not made any investments since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath.

13/07/2017WRS00500Middle East Peace Process

13/07/2017WRS00600370. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on 
the decision to reduce electricity supply to the Gaza Strip which OCHA has warned will have 
disastrous consequences for the welfare of Gaza’s residents; if he has raised this issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34075/17]

13/07/2017WRS00700380. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps 
that have been taken by the Government to advance the Middle East peace talks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34813/17]

13/07/2017WRS00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 370 and 380 together.

I am currently visiting Israel and Palestine, meeting with Israeli and Palestinian leaders, UN 
bodies including OCHA, and others, in order to discuss these and other issues.  I will report 
fully on my visit later.

However, it is important to address one point that has been raised in the Israeli and Irish me-
dia in the context of my visit.  My Department funds a number of Israeli and Palestinian NGOs 
working on human rights issues.  This is important work, to support vulnerable people, and we 
will continue with it. 

In relation to the Gaza electricity supply I would also refer the Deputy to my reply to Ques-
tion 261 on 4 July on this topic.

13/07/2017WRS00900European External Action Service

13/07/2017WRS01000371. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the status 
of actions arising from the EU Ombudsman report on unpaid internships in the European Ex-
ternal Action Service with his EU colleagues; if he will recommend action on the report; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34243/17]

13/07/2017WRS01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU Ombudsman 
report on unpaid internships in the European External Action Service is an own initiative report 
that has not been the subject of formal discussion among EU foreign ministers.  I note that 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of the 
Commission Mogherini has responded to the EU Ombudsman on the report outlining how the 
EEAS internship programme will be revised from next year and I will follow developments in 
that regard with interest.

The EEAS also recruits Junior Professionals in EU delegations on a paid basis and Ireland 
participates in that paid programme.

My Department offers a limited number of paid 11 month internships for graduates in the 
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areas of human rights, conflict resolution and legal affairs.  Such internships, when available, 
are typically advertised through the careers offices of Irish third-level institutions and also in 
the career opportunities section on our website www.dfa.ie.  Internship positions also arise from 
time to time with the Department’s Development Cooperation Division, which administers 
Irish Aid.  These are paid internship positions.

13/07/2017WRS01200Northern Ireland

13/07/2017WRS01300372. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the outcome 
of discussions with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with the political parties in 
Stormont on the urgent need to have the Northern Ireland Executive and Assembly restored; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34506/17]

13/07/2017WRS01400373. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to 
have further engagement with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with the political 
parties in Stormont during July 2017 on the urgent need to have the Northern Ireland Executive 
and Assembly restored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34507/17]

13/07/2017WRS01500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 372 and 373 together.

Significant progress has been made in the talks, although a number of key issues remain to 
be resolved.  Notwithstanding the challenge of the remaining issues to be resolved, I believe 
than an agreement can be reached – an agreement that would allow a power-sharing Executive 
to be formed on a sustainable basis.  All parties are committed to the successful operation of all 
of the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement and everyone agrees that devolution is the best 
way to deliver for all the people of Northern Ireland.

The Governments can support and encourage but, in the final analysis, it is only the parties 
themselves that can make an agreement with each other.  All sides may now wish to reflect on 
how progress can best be made.  I have encouraged all parties to maintain dialogue with each 
other over the coming weeks. 

I will remain in regular contact with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and the 
Northern Ireland party leaders, in the weeks ahead.  The Government will spare no effort in 
fulfilling its solemn duty as co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement and this includes work-
ing to ensure the effective operation of all of its institutions.  We will continue to work to this 
end with the British Government to support and facilitate the parties in their efforts to reach 
agreement on formation of a new Executive.  The Government wishes to see this achieved as 
soon as possible.

13/07/2017WRS01700Northern Ireland

13/07/2017WRS01800374. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to 
meet with representatives of civic society organisations in Northern Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34508/17]

13/07/2017WRS01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As Minister for For-
eign Affairs and Trade, and on behalf of the Government as co-guarantor of the Good Friday 
Agreement, I will maintain regular engagement with a broad range of civic society organisa-
tions, groups, and representatives, across all communities and parts of Northern Ireland.  I look 
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forward to deepening this engagement in the weeks and months ahead.  My focus will be to 
hear perspectives and experience from across civic and civil society - both North and South - on 
how the Government can continue to support and achieve the full and effective implementation 
of the Good Friday Agreement and subsequent agreements, including to address the difficult 
legacy of the past, through the establishment of the architecture provided for under the Stor-
mont House Agreement.

My Department will also continue to support the vital work of civil society on furthering 
peace and reconciliation through the Reconciliation Fund.  The Reconciliation Fund has been 
running since 1982, and was increased significantly in 1998, following the signing of the Good 
Friday Agreement.  As part of the 2014 Stormont House Agreement, the Government com-
mitted to guaranteeing the continued allocation of €2.7 million annually to the Reconciliation 
Fund.  In the first round of 2017 funding, grants amounting to nearly €1 million were allocated 
in support of 55 organisations.  The closing date for the second round of 2017 funding will be 
Tuesday 19 September and more details are available on the Department’s website.   

I look forward also to continuing, together with the Taoiseach, the Government’s All Island 
Civic Dialogue on Brexit in the period ahead, with stakeholders North and South.  The All 
Island Civic Dialogue provides a vital platform, ensuring that civil society voices - North and 
South - are heard and taken account of as a central input to the Government’s engagement as 
we participate in the EU-UK negotiations and deal with the all-island implications of Brexit.

13/07/2017WRS02000Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

13/07/2017WRS02100375. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has 
raised with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and-or the British Foreign Secretary the 
need for the British Government to respond positively to the unanimous requests of Dáil Éire-
ann to provide access to papers and files pertaining to the Dublin-Monaghan bombings of 1974; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34509/17]

13/07/2017WRS02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Dealing with long-
outstanding issues relating to the legacy of the conflict in Northern Ireland are of the utmost 
importance to me as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and for the Government.  The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government highlights this priority, with specific reference to imple-
mentation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin Monaghan bombings.

The 17 May marked the 43rd anniversary of the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, which 
saw the biggest loss of life in a single day during the Troubles.  My predecessor Minister Fla-
nagan participated on behalf of the Government in the commemoration ceremony that day and 
in addressing the commemoration ceremony, he reaffirmed the Government’s determination to 
continue - and to complete - our efforts to seek the truth of those awful events of 17 May 1974.

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings that was adopted by the 
Dáil on 25 May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British 
Government.  These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, 
international judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings, as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in 
Dundalk and the murder of Seamus Ludlow.  

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions, and has consistently raised the issue with the British Government.  Following 
my own appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, I raised the matter in person 
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with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, James Brokenshire at a meeting in Belfast last 
month.  I will remain actively engaged with the British Government on an ongoing basis on this 
matter, as will my officials.  

In our discussions so far, I have advised Secretary of State Brokenshire that the Dáil motions 
represent the consensus political view in Ireland that an independent, international judicial re-
view of all the relevant documents is required to establish the full facts of the Dublin Monaghan 
atrocities.  I have also underlined to the Secretary of State that the absence of a response from 
the British Government is of deep concern to the Government and indeed this House, and em-
phasised the urgent need for a response from the British Government.

The Government will continue to pursue this matter with the British Government, urging 
them to provide a satisfactory response to the motions that have been adopted by Dáil Éireann.

13/07/2017WRS02300Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRS02400376. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cost of 
introducing a minimum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34602/17]

13/07/2017WRS02500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have asked Payroll 
Shared Services Centre to run the necessary report to estimate the cost to the Department of in-
troducing a minimum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of the Department.

The estimated cost is approximately €1.48 million per annum.

This figure does not include the cost of temporary staff that may be employed by this De-
partment from time to time.

13/07/2017WRS02600Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRS02700377. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cost of 
introducing a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full-time employees under the aegis 
of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34603/17]

13/07/2017WRS02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have asked the Pay-
roll Shared Services Centre to run the necessary report regarding the cost to the Department of 
introducing a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full time employees under the aegis 
of this Department.

The estimated cost is approximately €0.9 million per annum.

This does not include the cost for temporary officers that may be employed by the Depart-
ment from time to time.

13/07/2017WRS02900Consular Services Provision

13/07/2017WRS03000378. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps 
his Department will take following the most recent postponement of the trial of an Irish citizen 
(details supplied) detained abroad; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34811/17]
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13/07/2017WRS03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): This case remains 
the top consular priority of the Department of Foreign Affairs, and very significant resources 
continue to be deployed to support this citizen and his family.

The trial in which he is a defendant was back in court twice in the past ten days – on 4 July 
and again on 9 July - for further hearings.  Our Embassy team was in the court to observe the 
proceedings, as they have been at every hearing in the case, and reported to me on develop-
ments.

The latest hearings saw further progress in the case.  The last of the prosecution witnesses 
have now been called.  

Our understanding is that the defence lawyers, including our Irish citizen’s representative, 
will soon have their opportunity to present their case on behalf of their clients.

I had a telephone conversation on 9 July with my Egyptian counterpart, Foreign Minister 
Sameh Shoukry.  I underlined in the strongest possible terms the Government’s position on this 
case and our determination to see our citizen back in Ireland with his family as soon as possible.  
I will be continuing to look at the case in detail, and engaging with key relevant parties, includ-
ing representatives of the Egyptian Government at all appropriate levels.

Our Embassy team is making arrangements to attend at the next hearing, on 16 July, and 
officials at the Embassy in Cairo are also preparing the paperwork for the necessary permits to 
pay a further consular visit to this citizen in the coming weeks.

Officials from my Department have been in contact with this citizen’s family and Irish legal 
representative a number of times in recent days.  Updates have been provided to them on the 
developments in the court case and on my contact with Minister Shoukry. 

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will be continuing to work day-in and day-out 
to secure this individual’s return to Ireland at the earliest possible moment.  This is our objec-
tive, and we are working relentlessly in order to achieve that outcome.

13/07/2017WRS03200International Agreements

13/07/2017WRS03300379. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the details 
on the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34812/17]

13/07/2017WRS03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Treaty to pro-
hibit nuclear weapons leading to their total elimination, which was adopted by 122 States at 
the United Nations on 7 July 2017, represents the successful outcome of many years of work 
by committed States and Civil Society partners who have been concerned at the slow pace of 
multilateral nuclear disarmament efforts, including the lack of progress on commitments under-
taken in the context of the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

Recognition of the catastrophic consequences of any nuclear weapons detonation has been 
a driving force behind this international momentum to prohibit nuclear weapons, following the 
holding of three major humanitarian consequences conferences between 2012 and 2014, which 
highlighted, firstly, that the risk of an accidental or deliberate detonation is far higher than had 
been previously thought, and secondly, that there is no global response capacity which could 
adequately address the aftermath of a nuclear weapons detonation, a concern which has been 
highlighted in particular by the International Committee of the Red Cross, (ICRC).
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I am proud that Ireland has played a leadership role, together with Austria, Brazil, Mexico, 
Nigeria, and South Africa, in bringing forward the UN Resolution convening the Diplomatic 
Conference that negotiated this ground-breaking new treaty.  Ireland has consistently been in 
the vanguard of the move for multilateral nuclear disarmament since we joined the UN over 
sixty years ago.  We remain unwavering in our commitment to the NPT, to which Ireland has a 
historic connection as the first State invited to sign, in recognition of our efforts on this issue at 
the UN.  We view this new Treaty as strengthening the NPT and the shared, global vision of a 
world free from nuclear weapons.  Work on a number of options for legal pathways to multilat-
eral nuclear disarmament, carried out by Ireland and our partners in the New Agenda Coalition 
(NAC), which was formed in 1998 to give renewed impetus to the NPT’s disarmament provi-
sions, has also been highly influential in informing the preparatory work on the new Treaty.

This new Treaty complements the NPT, but it also implements it.  The NPT always envis-
aged further effective measures on nuclear disarmament and this new treaty represents one such 
effective measure.  This Treaty, through its core prohibitions on the Development, Testing, Pro-
duction, Manufacture, Acquisition, Possession or Stockpiling of nuclear weapons, will estab-
lish an important global norm and will help us to continue to raise awareness of the risks posted 
by the continued existence of these weapons.  The Treaty honours the memory of the victims of 
nuclear weapons and the key role played by survivors in providing the living testimony which 
calls on us to ensure that these weapons are never used again.  It also provides pathways for the 
accession of those States possessing nuclear weapons, when they decide to join.

The Treaty will be open for signature at the UN from 20 September 2017 and it is my inten-
tion that Ireland will sign the Treaty as soon as the necessary arrangements to do so are in place. 

Question No. 380 answered with Question No. 370.

13/07/2017WRS03600Passport Applications Data

13/07/2017WRS03700381. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the num-
ber of new passports that have been issued in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34814/17]

13/07/2017WRS03800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number of pass-
ports issued in each of the years requested is as follows: 

Year Number issued. 
2014 632,156
2015 672,760
2016 733,060
2017 (1 January to 13 July) 503,343

13/07/2017WRS03900North-South Ministerial Council

13/07/2017WRS04000382. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
report on the North-South Ministerial Council. [31456/17]

13/07/2017WRS04100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The North-South 
Ministerial Council (NSMC) has played a key role in developing consultation, cooperation, 
and action on the island of Ireland on matters of mutual interest and within the competence of 
the Government and the Northern Ireland Executive.  My Department works closely with the 
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Department of the Taoiseach in regard to NSMC matters and the Taoiseach co-chairs the NSMC 
Plenary meetings with the Northern Ireland First Minister and deputy First Minister.

However, in the absence of a Northern Ireland Executive and specifically a First and deputy 
First Minister the North South Ministerial Council cannot meet.

As the formal means for bilateral discussions between the Irish Government and the North-
ern Ireland Executive, the NSMC has a crucial role to play in the Brexit discussions and the 
negotiations ahead.  The most recent NSMC Plenary meetings on 4th July 2016 in Dublin 
Castle and on 18 November 2016 in Armagh saw the Government and the Executive agree on 
a number of important common principles for dealing with Brexit on an all-island basis, scop-
ing out the sectoral implications of Brexit for Ireland, North and South, and agreeing to work 
together to optimise North-South planning in the phases preceding and following Brexit.  It was 
agreed that this work would be taken forward through continuing bilateral discussions within 
the NSMC at sectoral level, as well as through a high-level working group comprising senior 
officials from the Government and from the Northern Ireland Executive Office.

At the Plenary meeting of the NSMC on 18th November 2016 in Armagh the Council con-
sidered an update by a group of Senior Officials from relevant Departments, North and South, 
on the progress being made on implementing the commitments set out in Section E of the Fresh 
Start Agreement, to provide support and funding for North-South infrastructure projects.  The 
review is ongoing and a further report will be presented at a future Plenary meeting.  The Senior 
Officials have since met in February 2017 and again in early June to consider progress on all of 
the Section E commitments. 

The Council also received an update in relation to the North West Gateway Initiative.  Min-
isters welcomed the establishment by Donegal County Council and Derry City and Strabane 
District Council of the North West Strategic Growth Partnership which will aim to work with 
central government North and South to ensure the North West region can reach its full potential.   

The NSMC Plenary meeting was advised that Derry City and Strabane District Council and 
Donegal County Council had finalised the necessary arrangements for oversight and delivery of 
the North West Strategic Growth Plan and the associated €5m North West Development Fund  
which was established under the Fresh Start Agreement.  I am pleased that the Irish Govern-
ment has played a leading role in this regard – contributing €2.5 million to the Fund.  The In-
augural meeting of the North West Strategic Partnership was subsequently held on 7 December 
2016 and attended by senior officials from Departments, North and South, and I welcome that 
the second meeting of the Partnership was held in Letterkenny on 28 June 2017.  

The Government remains engaged with the political parties in Northern Ireland.  I am hope-
ful that meetings of the North South Ministerial Council will soon recommence to enable fur-
ther important engagement on progressing all-island cooperation in general and in particular 
addressing the challenges of Brexit.

13/07/2017WRS04200Visa Applications

13/07/2017WRS04300383. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason it is tak-
ing so long for a person (details supplied) to receive a working visa here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33597/17]

13/07/2017WRS04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed by 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that the person concerned 
applied to EU Treaty Rights Unit to be treated as a Permitted Family Member of an EU Citizen 
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based on their relationship to an EU Citizen sibling on 15 February 2016.

Following a consideration of the file, the application was refused on 02 December 2016 as 
they had failed to meet the criteria laid out under the Free Movement of Persons Regulations 
2015. 

The person concerned requested a review of the decision on 23 December 2016.  It should 
be noted that there is a large volume of applications currently on hand and this review will be 
considered in due course.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/07/2017WRS04500Road Traffic Offences Data

13/07/2017WRS04600384. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of dis-
qualified drivers who were caught driving while they should have been off the road in each of 
the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form. [34145/17]

13/07/2017WRS04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation the Deputy is seeking from An Garda Síochána and will contact the Deputy directly 
when this information is to hand.

13/07/2017WRS04800International Agreements

13/07/2017WRS04900385. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Govern-
ment will reciprocate with Australia with the new working visa system and bring it into line 
with the new Australian regulations allowing for persons to visit Australia on a working visa 
up to the age of 35 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33643/17]

13/07/2017WRS05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I assume that the Deputy 
is referring to the Working Holiday Authorisation Scheme which is the responsibility of my 
colleague, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade.

I am advised that further information on the Scheme can be obtained from the Department 
Foreign Affairs and Trade website on the following webpages https://www.dfa.ie/travel/visas/
working-holiday-visas/

13/07/2017WRS05100Garda Stations

13/07/2017WRS05200386. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which 
plans are progressing for the relocation of Clonmel Garda station to the former Kickham Army 
Barracks site in Clonmel; the timeframe for the relocation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33707/17]

13/07/2017WRS05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
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ciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  
As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021, which is an ambitious 5 
year Programme that will benefit over thirty locations around the country, makes provision 
for the development of a new District HQ at Clonmel to be funded by way of a public private 
partnership (PPP) project.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the proposed site for the new Garda Station in 
Clonmel is located within the former Kickham Barracks site and that arrangements to transfer 
appropriate ownership to the Office of Public Works are in train.  This entails the Council carry-
ing out some works on the site to enable the site to be delineated and it is understood that these 
are underway.  I understand that the transfer is expected to be finalised shortly.

13/07/2017WRS05400Drugs Seizures

13/07/2017WRS05500387. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
drugs seizures in each Dublin metropolitan Garda district in each of the years 2013 to 2016 and 
to date in 2017; and the quantity, type and value of drug seizures involved. [33794/17]

13/07/2017WRS05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities and I will write to the Deputy when it is received.  

13/07/2017WRS05700Crime Data

13/07/2017WRS05800388. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
different instances in which counterfeit euro notes have been seized by or have come into the 
possession of An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the 
total notional value of euros involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33795/17]

13/07/2017WRS05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have sought an update 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to this matter and will contact the Deputy directly when the 
information is to hand.

13/07/2017WRT00200Civil Legal Aid

13/07/2017WRT00300389. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average 
waiting times persons are experiencing in receiving free legal aid broken down by category 
such as family law, repossessions and so on; the actions he will take to address this issue; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33796/17]

13/07/2017WRT00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Legal Aid Board 
provides civil legal aid and advice pursuant to the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the Civil Legal 
Aid Regulations 1996 to 2016. 
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I am conscious that there are significant demands on the Board and that this gives rise to 
waiting times for certain services at most of the Board’s law centres.  However, waiting times 
have been markedly reduced over the past couple of years due to measures introduced by the 
Board and the Deputy will be glad to know that the Board’s budget was increased by €4.15m 
in 2017. 

I know that the Board is extremely conscious of the fact that delays in service can lead to 
further difficulties not just for the client but also for children, the wider family and even the 
community as well as the courts system.  In relation to repossessions, the Deputy will be aware 
that insolvent persons seeking legal advice in relation to repossession proceedings may be able 
to avail of such advice through the Abhaile scheme.  A person admitted to the Abhaile scheme 
does not need to wait before they are seen by a solicitor for legal advice.  As part of the scheme 
a novel “Duty Solicitor” service is available at repossession lists at county registrars’ courts.  
There is no waiting list for this service.  Certain matters are dealt with as priority matters which 
means they receive the next available appointment at the law centre.  Such matters include do-
mestic violence, child abduction, child care, and asylum and related matters.  All other applica-
tions are placed on the waiting list. 

An application for civil legal aid and advice can be made at any Legal Aid Board law centre.  
The Board does not maintain separate waiting lists for each category of case.  The following 
table sets out the waiting times for civil legal services as of the 1st June 2017 by law centre.  
I would highlight to the Deputy that, in law centres facing significant demand, the Legal Aid 
Board operates a ‘triage’ approach, which involves giving an applicant a short consultation (45 
minutes) for legal advice.  Those persons remain on the Board’s waiting list if they require fur-
ther legal services and the wait time for this is indicated by the second column.  The majority of 
centres do not currently deem it necessary to operate the ‘triage’ approach.

Law Centre Waiting time for 1st Consul-
tation (no. weeks)

Waiting time for 2nd Con-
sultation (no. weeks)

Athlone 15 24
Blanchardstown 16 0
Castlebar 10 0
Cavan 17 0
Chancery Street 0 0
Clondalkin 19 0
Cork Popes Quay 17 0
Cork South Mall 25 9
Dolphin House 0 0
Dundalk 16 0
Ennis 26 26
Finglas 9 0
Galway Francis St 7 5
Galway Seville House 7 8
Jervis Street 4 43
Kilkenny 23 0
Letterkenny 18 0
Limerick 5 0
Longford 36 17
Monaghan 14 0
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Law Centre Waiting time for 1st Consul-
tation (no. weeks)

Waiting time for 2nd Con-
sultation (no. weeks)

Montague Court 5 25
Navan 29 0
Nenagh 29 18
Newbridge 11 0
Portlaoise 11 0
Sligo 13 0
Smithfield 13 22
Tallaght 19 49
Tralee 17 0
Tullamore 4 0
Waterford 14 0
Wexford 16 0
Wicklow 15 0

13/07/2017WRT00500Prisoners Temporary Release

13/07/2017WRT00600390. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners currently on temporary release, by prison; the type of offence the prisoners were con-
victed of; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33797/17]

13/07/2017WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware 
the Irish Prison Service collates and publishes the prisoner population breakdown, including 
those on temporary release, on a daily basis and this information is available on the Irish Prison 
Service website.  Therefore I can inform the Deputy that the information requested in relation 
to the total prison population; the number of prisoners, in tabular form, broken down by prison; 
the capacity of each prison within the State; the percentage occupation of each prison and the 
number of prisoners currently on temporary release broken down by prison is available on 
www.irishprisons.ie 

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the type of offence which the person 
on temporary release was convicted of, is set out in the following table.

Table 1. Breakdown by Offence Group 12/07/2017

Offence Group Description Total
Homicide Offences 1
Sexual Offences 3
Attempts/Threat to Murder, Assaults, Ha-
rassments and Related Offences

25

Dangerous or Negligent Acts 12
Kidnapping and Related Offences 1
Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences 6
Burglary and Related Offences 13
Theft and Related Offences 53
Fraud, Deception and Related Offences 16
Controlled Drug Offences 56



13 July 2017

417

Offence Group Description Total
Weapons and Explosives Offences 3
Damage to Property and the Environment 4
Public Order and Social Code Offences 3
Road and Traffic Offences 50
Offences against Government, Justice Pro-
cedures and Organisation of Crime

7

Offences Not Elsewhere Classified 3
Grand Total 256
On 12 July 2017, there were 256 prisoners (7%) on temporary release across the prison 

system.  This included 13 prisoners who were serving less than 3 months solely for the non-
payment of a Court ordered fine and 178 prisoners who were on structured temporary release 
programmes such as the Community Return Programme or Community Support Scheme.  The 
legislative basis for making decisions on temporary release are fully set out in the Criminal Jus-
tice Act 1960, as amended by the Criminal Justice (Temporary Release of Prisoners) Act 2003.

A prisoner may apply through the prison Governor for consideration for temporary release.  
Their family or their legal representative can also apply for consideration of such a concession.  
It is very important to note that it does not necessarily follow that a prisoner will receive tem-
porary release even if the recommendation made by the prison authorities and/or therapeutic 
services is to that effect.  Each application is considered on its individual merits and a number 
of factors are taken into account when making a decision on whether to grant temporary release.

The Deputy will be aware that the Irish Prison Service Three Year Strategic Plan 2016-2018 
and the Joint Prison Service/Probation Service Strategic Plan 2015-2017 includes working to-
wards the objective of ensuring that all prisoners released early from custody are placed on 
appropriate structured programme of temporary release.

The Community Return Scheme is an initiative whereby carefully selected prisoners, serv-
ing sentences between 1 year and 8 years, can be granted reviewable temporary release coupled 
with a requirement to do community service work such as painting, gardening or graffiti re-
moval in a supervised group setting.  The type of work involved is intended to assist the com-
munity and the scheme is involved with a large number of charitable organisations and local 
community groups.

In addition to Community Return, a Community Support Scheme has also been introduced 
to reduce recidivism rates of short term prisoners by arranging for additional support structures 
post release and by providing for a more structured form of temporary release.

13/07/2017WRT00800Garda Warrants

13/07/2017WRT00900391. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
outstanding warrants nationwide on the PULSE system; his views on the number of outstanding 
warrants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33798/17]

13/07/2017WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have sought an update 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to this matter and will contact the Deputy directly when the 
information is to hand.

13/07/2017WRT01100Sexual Offences Data
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13/07/2017WRT01200392. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons currently supervised in the community under a post release supervision order under 
Part 5 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001; the number of persons currently in breach of conditions 
under this Part; the number of cases pending; the number of convictions; if he will provide a 
regional breakdown of these figures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33799/17]

13/07/2017WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are 120 persons 
being supervised by the Probation Service under the conditions of a Post Release Supervision 
Order as provided for in Part 5 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001.  A regional breakdown of this 
number is illustrated in the following table.

Region Number
Dublin North and North East 32
Dublin South and Wicklow 24
Midlands and South East 22
South West 19
West and North West (including Westmeath) 23
Total 120
The information the Deputy has requested in respect of cases involving non-compliance 

with a Supervision Order under Section 33 of the Act is not readily available.

13/07/2017WRT01400Probation and Welfare Service Staff

13/07/2017WRT01500393. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
probation officers currently stationed in each county; the corresponding figures for the same 
date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33800/17]

13/07/2017WRT01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Probation Officers are 
assigned on a regional, not county, basis and so the following table provides the breakdown of 
Probation Officers assigned by region as at May 2016 and May 2017. 

Region May 2016 May 2017
Dublin Region* (*includes 
Louth, Meath and Wicklow)

83 91

Midlands & South East 30 31
South West 34 40
West, North West & West-
meath

23 25

170 187
Aside from the Probation Officers in the table above who are assigned on a regional basis, 

there are other Probation Officers assigned to cover probation work in all prisons nationwide.  
There were 34 such Probation Officers as at May 2016 and 36 as at May 2017.

13/07/2017WRT01700Garda Reserve

13/07/2017WRT01800394. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda reserves in each Garda division; and the number for the same date in 2016.  [33801/17]
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13/07/2017WRT01900435. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress his 
Department has made in doubling the Garda Reserve, as promised in the programme for part-
nership Government; the timeline for completing this; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [34686/17]

13/07/2017WRT02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 394 and 435 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the recruitment 
and training of the Garda Reserve and the distribution of resources, including personnel, among 
the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. 

This plan is progressing well.  This year, funding has been provided for the recruitment of 
300 Garda Reserves, 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging 
reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.

It is regrettable that there has been a substantial reduction in the strength of the Reserve in 
recent years from a peak of 1,164 in 2013 to 638 as of 31 May 2017.  The fall-off arises from a 
range of factors, not least the lifting in 2014 of the moratorium on recruitment of trainee Gardaí 
which has affected Reserve numbers in two ways - firstly some 200 serving Reserves have suc-
cessfully applied to become trainee Gardaí, and secondly, resources in both An Garda Síochána 
and in the Public Appointment Service have been focused on delivering an accelerated pro-
gramme of recruitment of full time members of An Garda Síochána.  I am sure that the Deputy 
will agree, notwithstanding the very valuable contribution of Reserve members throughout 
the country, that it was the right decision, with finite resources, to prioritise the running of re-
cruitment campaigns to replenish the full-time ranks of An Garda Síochána over the last three 
years.  With the plan to reach 15,000 Garda members well on track it was possible for the Com-
missioner and the Public Appointments Service to undertake a new recruitment campaign for 
Garda Reserves.  That is now in train and received a strong response.  This will, allowing for the 
selection process and necessary training of successful candidates, facilitate a start to be made on 
strengthening of the Reserve across every Garda Division, in the coming years. 

For the Deputy’s information I have set out below, as provided by the Commissioner, the 
strength of the Garda Reserve in each Division from 31 May 2016 and 31 May 2017, the latest 
date for which figures are readily available.

  Garda Reserve Strength 31 May 2016 - 31 May 2017

Division 2016 2017
DMR South Central 63 39
DMR North Central 52 40
DMR North 53 49
DMR East 18 12
DMR South 33 23
DMR West 44 27
Waterford 29 21
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Division 2016 2017
Wexford 31 20
Tipperary 26 19
Kilkenny/Carlow 31 26
Cork City 59 45
Cork North 21 16
Cork West 19 10
Kerry 31 20
Limerick 50 32
Donegal 25 20
Cavan/Monaghan 15 12
Sligo/Leitrim 26 19
Louth 37 29
Clare 8 6
Mayo 29 22
Galway 38 32
Roscommon/Longford 11 9
Westmeath 18 13
Meath 27 17
Kildare 29 21
Laois/Offaly 23 17
Wicklow 24 22
Total 870 638

13/07/2017WRT02100Consultancy Contracts

13/07/2017WRT02200395. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
money which was spent by his Department in 2016 on external consultants; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [33903/17]

13/07/2017WRT02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that €72,628 was spent by the Department on a small number of external expert consultan-
cies in 2016.  It is my Department’s policy to use in house resources as much as possible and to 
restrict the costs as much as possible.

13/07/2017WRT02400Disability Support Services

13/07/2017WRT02500396. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality 
the way his Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with disabili-
ties during 2017  [34036/17]

13/07/2017WRT02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
As Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality, I have responsibility for disabil-
ity policy coordination, rather than funding and delivery of services.

In this regard, I will be launching the new National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 - 
2021, tomorrow, 14 July.  The new Strategy will take a whole of Government approach to 
improving the lives of people with disabilities both in a practical sense, and also in creating the 
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best possible opportunities for people with disabilities to fulfil their potential.  It is intended that 
it will make a significant difference over its lifetime to the position of people with disabilities 
in Irish society.

13/07/2017WRT02700Departmental Funding

13/07/2017WRT02800397. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the investment 
by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [34071/17]

13/07/2017WRT02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Details of funding pro-
vided through various schemes administered by the Department of Justice and Equality to proj-
ects in County Louth and County Meath in the timeframe specified by the Deputy can be found 
in the following table.

The Victims of Crime Office fund registered charities, voluntary/community groups and 
other bodies which provide assistance to victims of crime.  The table gives details of organisa-
tions located in Louth/Meath who were awarded funding in 2016/17.  A number of other na-
tional organisations also provide victim support services in Louth/Meath. 

Year Project Name Location Amount
2016 Court accompani-

ment for female 
victims of domestic 
violence

Women’s Aid 
DundalkLouth

€16,500.00

2016 Court accompani-
ment for female 
victims of domestic 
violence

Drogheda Women’s 
Refuge and Chil-
dren’s Refuge Cen-
tre, Louth

€10,000.00

2016 Support for patient 
victims of crime

Dignity 4Patients, 
Drogheda, Louth

€10,500.00

2016 Counselling for vic-
tims of crime

Dundalk Counselling 
Centre, Louth

€20,000.00

2016 Court accompani-
ment for female 
victims of domestic 
violence

Meath Women’s Ref-
uge, Navan, Meath

€30,000.00

2016 Court accompani-
ment to male victims 
of crime

Amen, Navan, Co. 
Meath

€16,500.00

2017 Court accompani-
ment for female 
victims of domestic 
violence

Women’s Aid 
DundalkLouth

€17,500.00

2017 Support for patient 
victims of crime

Dignity 4Patients, 
DroghedaLouth

€11,000.00

2017 Counselling for vic-
tims of crime

Dundalk Counselling 
Centre Louth

€20,000.00
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Year Project Name Location Amount
2017 Court accompani-

ment for female 
victims of domestic 
violence

Meath Women’s Ref-
uge, NavanMeath

€34,000.00

2017 Court accompani-
ment to male victims 
of crime

Amen, Navan, Co. 
MeathMeath

€23,500.00

2017 Court accompani-
ment for female 
victims of domestic 
violence

Drogheda Women’s 
Refuge and Chil-
dren’s Refuge Cen-
tre, Louth

€11,500.00

Under the National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2010-2014, 
Cosc the National Office for the prevention of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence 
provides funding support to domestic violence perpetrator programmes in Ireland.  These pro-
grammes are delivered through a combination of non-government organisations and the Proba-
tion Service.

The programme with male perpetrators in the North Eastern region entitled North East 
Domestic Violence Intervention Programme (NEDVIP) is run and managed by the Probation 
Service in Louth.

Details of the funding being provided to support this programme are included in the follow-
ing table:

Year Project Name Location Amount
2016 North East Domestic 

Violence Perpetrator 
Intervention Pro-
gramme

North East (Louth/
Meath)

€24,000

2017 North East Domestic 
Violence Perpetrator 
Intervention Pro-
gramme

North East (Louth/
Meath)

€27,000

Grants have been provided to the following Garda Youth Diversion Projects, which are ad-
ministrated by the Irish Youth Justice Service: 

Year Project Name Location Amount
20162017 High Voltage Cox’s De-

mesneLouth
€82,125€61,678

20162017 Team Muirhevnamor Com-
munity Youth Ser-
viceLouth

€111,375€83,556

20162017 Boyne Youth Work Ireland 
Louth

€78,926€54,107

20162017 Cable ForóigeLouth €50,051€56,400

The following project was funded via the Young Persons Probation Project: 
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Year Project Name Location Amount
20162017 Cox’s Demesne Cox’s De-

mesneLouth
€110,625€75,000

The following funding was disbursed via national funding for the integration of migrants:

Year Project Name Location Amount
2016 Meath County Coun-

cil
Meath €76,780.98

2017 Meath County Coun-
cil

Meath €98,713.50

The following funding was disbursed via the Integration and Employment of Migrants (Eu-
ropean Social Fund Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning):

Year Project Name Location Amount
2017 Cultúr Celebrating 

Diversity Ltd
Meath €22,000

The following funding was disbursed via the Community Integration Fund:

2017 Culture Connect Louth, Drogheda €5,000
2017 Dee Hub Louth, Ardee €5,000
2017 Drogheda Homeless 

Aid
Louth, Drogheda €2,310

2017 African Women’s 
Development Initia-
tive

Meath, Navan €4,365

Other funding:

Year Project Name Location Amount
2016 and 2017 Travellers Initiatives 

Navan - Meath Trav-
ellers Group

Meath €164,890

2016 and 2017 Jobmatters Employ-
ability Service

Meath €46,068

13/07/2017WRT03000Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

13/07/2017WRT03100398. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report 
on new investment in CCTV in 2017; and the Garda divisions in which new CCTV facilities are 
either being directly provided or their provision is being supported during the year.  [34082/17]

13/07/2017WRT03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the operation of the Garda CCTV 
network.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
to hand I will inform the Deputy accordingly.

13/07/2017WRT03300Garda Districts
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13/07/2017WRT03400399. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
port on the review of the boundaries of garda districts and the dispersement of garda stations. 
[34083/17]

13/07/2017WRT03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Síochána Inspectorate, at the request of the Policing Authority, is carrying out 
a review of the dispersal and use of resources available to An Garda Síochána in the delivery 
of policing services to local communities.  In this context, I understand that the Authority has 
informed the Inspectorate that the review should take account of:

- the changing environments in rural, developing urban and suburban areas; 

- the views of local communities; 

- the allocation to and deployment of Garda resources at the local policing level, including 
the use of the Garda Reserve, Garda facilities and Garda equipment; and 

- relevant recommendations made in previous Inspectorate reports.

It is clear that a comprehensive review is being envisaged by the Authority, including a 
consultative process with local communities, and I have been advised by the Authority that the 
review is expected to be completed within the first half of 2018.

13/07/2017WRT03600Road Traffic Offences Data

13/07/2017WRT03700400. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons that have been caught driving while over the legal alcohol limit in the category 50 mg to 
80 mg in view of the €200 fine and three penalty points in each of the years 2011 to 2016 and 
to date in 2017, in tabular form.  [34127/17]

13/07/2017WRT03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation the Deputy is seeking from An Garda Síochána and will contact the Deputy directly 
when this information is to hand.

13/07/2017WRT03900Garda Policing Plans

13/07/2017WRT04000401. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to allow 
An Garda Síochána to hire civilian staff in order to facilitate redeployment of gardaí to front 
line duties; and if he will consider a business case made by Mullingar Garda station for same.  
[34146/17]

13/07/2017WRT04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The most recent avail-
able figure for the number of civilians working in An Garda Síochána is for 31 May 2017, at 
which point there were 2,110 civilian staff members working throughout the organisation car-
rying out senior management, administrative and technical roles. 

As part of its Five Year Reform and High-level Workforce Plan for An Garda Síochána, the 
Government has agreed an overall vision for a Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 to 
include 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Garda Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  This very 
substantial investment in personnel is driven by our commitment to ensure all citizens have the 
reassurance of a visible, responsive and effective policing service.  The projected number of 
4,000 civilians will effectively double the current figure and represents a medium-term target 
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of a Garda organisation 20% comprised of civilians.  That will bring An Garda Síochána, cur-
rently 14% comprised of civilians, more in line with international norms and ensure that trained 
Gardaí are not engaging in administrative and technical duties which could be done by suitably 
qualified civilian staff.

The 20% target will be achieved through a twin-track approach of, firstly, a “civilian by 
default” policy to be adopted in relation to the filling of all new posts other than operational 
policing posts and for non-operational policing posts that become vacant and, secondly, the 
redeployment of Gardaí and backfilling by suitably qualified civilians where necessary.  In its 
‘Changing Policing in Ireland’ report, the Garda Inspectorate has estimated that there may be 
up to 1,500 Gardaí currently in such posts and the Government’s plan aims to return as many 
of these Gardaí as possible to front-line duties over the next five years.  With this in mind, the 
Garda Commissioner, in conjunction with the Policing Authority, has been requested to identify 
posts suitable for redeployment and to prepare a 5 year plan for reaching the 20% medium term 
target.

Funding for the recruitment of up to 500 civilians has been provided in Budget 2017 to fa-
cilitate the Commissioner in addressing capacity and critical skills gaps across the organisation 
including in corporate supports, change management, human resources and financial manage-
ment at the national, regional and Divisional level.  These appointments are intended to facili-
tate deeper civilianisation in the coming years.

To date, the Policing Authority (with the consent of the Department of Justice and Equality 
and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform) has approved 137 of these positions 
including two new senior posts of Executive Director Strategy and Change Management and 
Executive Director Legal and Compliance.  The Government has also agreed in principle to the 
positions of a Chief Information Officer.  The majority of the positions sanctioned are in the ar-
eas of ICT, Human Resources, Governance and Strategy, Legal and Compliance, and Finance. 
43 of the initial 137 sanctioned posts will go towards back filling vacancies created by the re-
deployment of Garda members to policing duties.  Garda management has indicated that some 
163 of the total 500 civilians to be recruited this year will lead to redeployment opportunities.  
This level of commitment in the first year is very welcome and it is expected that the quantum 
of redeployments will increase in 2018 and beyond.

The Garda Commissioner has statutory responsibility for recruitment and is working with 
the Public Appointments Service to fill these sanctioned posts.  In addition there is ongoing 
engagement in accordance with the statutory framework between Garda management, the Po-
licing Authority, my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in rela-
tion to sanctioning further posts to meet identified business needs across the organisation and 
draw down the funding that is available for up to 500 additional civilians this year.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the optimum use is made of these resources.  I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard 
to the deployment of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all 
relevant factors including population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual 
Garda Division.  It is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within 
his/her Division.

13/07/2017WRT04200Garda Accommodation
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13/07/2017WRT04300402. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will sanction 
the necessary funding to carry out the much needed renovation for Castlepollard Garda station.  
[34147/17]

13/07/2017WRT04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  
This includes identifying and progressing any necessary remedial or refurbishment works re-
quired at individual stations.  As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021, which is an ambitious 5 
year Programme based on agreed Garda priorities that will benefit over thirty locations around 
the country, does not include provision for development at Castlepollard station.

I have, however, been informed by the Garda authorities that, following a request from An 
Garda Síochána, the OPW has assessed the station with a view to establishing works required 
to deal with the accommodation issues and has submitted a schedule of works to local manage-
ment at Castlepollard Garda station for consideration. 

13/07/2017WRT04500Data Protection Commissioner

403. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to expand 
the office of the Data Protection Commissioner over 2018 (details supplied). [34191/17]

13/07/2017WRT04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government has 
recognised the clear imperative of having a well funded independent and internationally re-
spected data protection regulator, particularly in view of the Data Protection Commissioner’s 
leading role in regulating the data processing activities in Europe of many of the world’s lead-
ing technology companies which have their European headquarters in Ireland. 

The existence of a professional and competent data protection authority has been acknowl-
edged as a critical enabler to the development and growth of our digital economy and Ireland’s 
continuing attractiveness as a location for foreign direct investment by the technology multi-
nationals.

The Government has publicly committed to continuing to provide the resources necessary 
for the DPC to perform its globally significant role, which will become increasingly prominent 
under the new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  

The recruitment of staff is ongoing and the DPC staffing level currently stands at 65.  The 
current workforce plan anticipates staffing levels at circa 130 to 150 in 2018 which will be 
critical to enabling the DPC to perform its considerably increased functions under the GDPR, 
particularly its greatly expanded role at a European level.  My Department will seek sanction 
for the increased staffing through the normal estimates process.

The DPC’s current projected staffing needs do not take into account the extensive impact on 
the DPC of the proposed new ePrivacy Regulation and any further resource requirements aris-
ing from the detailed assessment, currently ongoing, of the organisational impact of the GDPR.

13/07/2017WRT04800Legal Services Regulation
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13/07/2017WRT04900404. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
the implementation of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015; the timeframe for future com-
mencements under the Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34242/17]

13/07/2017WRT05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The setting-up of the 
Legal Services Regulatory Authority, whose establishment day was set by Order for 1 October 
2016, has been underway since July 2016. At that time, Parts 1 and 2 of the Legal Services 
Regulation Act 2015 were commenced to get the new Authority underway, particularly in terms 
of its nomination and appointment with the necessary motions of approval of the Houses of 
the Oireachtas.  As part of the commencement of Part 2 of the 2015 Act, the Law Society, the 
Bar Council and the Honorable Society of the King’s Inns furnished the Legal Services Regu-
latory Authority with copies of their professional codes as required within one month of the 
Authority’s establishment under section 23(6)(a).  In December 2016 sections 118 to 120 of 
the 2015 Act were commenced to enable the conduct of public consultations and reports by the 
new Regulatory Authority within the statutory periods concerned.  These relate to Legal Part-
nerships (between solicitors and barristers or barristers and barristers - solicitors can already 
operate partnerships), Multi-Disciplinary Practices (where legal practitioners can provide their 
services together with other non-legal services providers) and certain restrictions on the work 
of barristers.  The Authority, for which initial office accommodation has been provided by my 
Department along with the secondment of an officer at Assistant Principal level, also appointed 
an Interim Chief Executive on 1 January 2016.  It is currently conducting a public recruitment 
campaign for a long-term Chief Executive.  The Authority has met seven times since its inaugu-
ral meeting on 26 October 2016 with its most recent meeting on 11 July 2017.  Funding support 
of €1 million was provided to the new Authority by my Department in December 2016.  This 
is being done on a strictly recoupable basis as the Authority will be self-funding by levy with a 
similar allocation available to the Authority under my Department’s Vote for this year. 

On 31 March 2017, the Regulatory Authority presented respective reports under sections 
118 and 119 to the then Minister for Justice and Equality and these have been laid before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas.  These reports, which were completed under very tight statutory 
deadlines, are historical as the first formal outputs of the Authority in the discharge of its legis-
lative functions.  They are also available along with minutes of meetings and other information 
on the web page of the new Regulatory Authority which is under development at www.LSRA.
ie.  On 6 April 2017 the Authority commenced its public consultations process under section 
120 of the Act about certain restrictions on the work of barristers - these arise with regard to 
the holding of clients monies and to the direct provision of services to a client in relation to 
contentious matters.  More recently, the Authority has submitted its first Annual Report which, 
under the relevant terms of the Act, covers its activities for the quarter since establishment on 
1 October to the end of 2016 and this has also been laid before each House of the Oireachtas. 

Alongside these developments, the working focus right now is on the managed roll-out 
of the Authority’s remaining functions with the matching development of its organisational 
capacities and office and staffing resources.  This includes, under Part 10 of the 2015 Act, the 
introduction of a more transparent legal costs regime and the parallel transition, within the 
courts system, of the Office of the Taxing-Master to that of the Legal Costs Adjudicators; the 
establishment of a Roll of Practising Barristers under Part 9; the introduction of new regula-
tions for the advertising of legal services under section 218 and the separate introduction, by 
my Department, of Pre-Action Protocols in medical negligence cases under Part 15 for which 
the relevant consultations by my Department are about to begin.  Following these steps, the key 
structural reforms of Part 6 of the Act relating to public complaints, professional conduct and 
the appointment of the Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal, will be commenced.  

Earlier this month, the Legal Services Regulatory Authority completed its independent re-
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cruitment process for the appointment of a full-time Chief Executive.  I understand that the 
relevant practical arrangements are now in train and that the successful candidate will be an-
nounced and appointed by the Authority in September.  I can also confirm that representatives 
of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority have again met with senior officials of my Depart-
ment on 10 July 2017 including by way of providing an update on work that is being done 
towards the phased sequencing and commencement of the remaining provisions of the Legal 
Services Act.  Today, I am also meeting the Chair of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority, 
Dr. Don Thornhill.  As part of our discussions, we will review the work that has been done by 
the Authority during the nine months since its appointment in October including its appoint-
ment of an Interim Chief Executive and the public consultations and reports that it has been 
obliged to undertake within the strict deadlines that apply under the 2015 Act and have been 
outlined earlier in this Reply. 

The Chairperson and members of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority, its Interim Chief 
Executive and my Department continue to work closely to ensure that we can successfully co-
ordinate the identification of the necessary steps and commencements by the Department, and 
the delivery, by the Authority as the new independent statutory regulator, of the various remain-
ing provisions concerned.  While it remains the intention that the Legal Services Regulatory 
Authority will come into substantive regulatory mode at the earliest opportunity, the phased 
start-up of its various functions will continue to need careful project management and the ongo-
ing identification, in conjunction with the Authority, of the more specific delivery dates for the 
respective functions involved.  Indeed, I am aware that the Authority is giving strong priority 
to these aspects.  In light of this week’s meetings and respecting the Authority’s independence 
in the exercise of its functions, I am confident that this is something that will take place over 
the coming weeks and will be brought to fruition in conjunction with the appointment of the 
Authority’s newly recruited full-time Chief Executive.

13/07/2017WRT05100EU Regulations

13/07/2017WRT05200405. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
the EU ESTA proposal; if he has discussed it with his UK counterpart; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34246/17]

13/07/2017WRT05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer the Deputy to my 
reply to him of 27th June 2017 (Parliamentary Question No. 291) in which I stated the follow-
ing:

“A proposal to establish a European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) 
and amend several impacted EU Regulations was put forward by the European Commission on 
16 November 2016. The proposal is under examination in the relevant EU working party.

An exchange of views on this proposal has taken place among Ministers of the EU member 
States at JHA Council level. However, it should be noted that the proposal builds upon the mea-
sures in the Schengen acquis that concern the crossing of borders and in which Ireland (and 
the UK) do not participate. Therefore, Ireland (along with the UK) are not taking part in the 
adoption of this Regulation and are not bound by it or subject to its application.”

13/07/2017WRT05400Valuation Office

13/07/2017WRT05500406. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a 
new chair of the Valuation Office was appointed without the post being advertised; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter.  [34262/17]

13/07/2017WRT05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Since the Valuation Of-
fice (which is headed by the statutory Commissioner of Valuation) does not have a Board, I 
will take it that the Deputy is referring to the Valuation Tribunal.  The Valuation Tribunal is 
an independent statutory body which hears appeals against decisions of the Commissioner of 
Valuation on the valuation and revaluation of commercial properties for rating purposes under 
the Valuation Acts, 2001 to 2015.  The Valuation Office (and the associated Valuation Tribunal) 
came under the remit of my Department with effect from 1 January 2016.

Schedule 2 of the Valuation Act 2001 provides that the Minister “shall from time to time as 
occasion requires appoint a member of the Tribunal to be chairperson”.  As the term of appoint-
ment of the current Chairperson of the Valuation Tribunal will expire on 30 July 2017, it was 
deemed prudent to appoint an experienced serving member of the Tribunal as Chairperson.  It 
might be noted that this proposed appointment was recommended by the outgoing Chairperson 
in accordance with the provisions of the Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards.  The ap-
pointment of an experienced member of the Tribunal as Chairperson is particularly appropriate 
having regard to the anticipated impending extra workload for the Tribunal arising from the 
ongoing National Revaluation Programme and the establishment of a dedicated Revisions Unit 
in the Valuation Office. 

The Chairperson Designate of the Valuation Tribunal, Ms Carol O’Farrell, who is a cur-
rently serving member, had an engagement with the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and 
Equality yesterday (12 July 2017) in advance of her proposed appointment as chairperson.  It 
is expected that Ms O’Farrell will serve as Chairperson of the Tribunal from 31 July 2017 until 
her current term as an ordinary member of the Tribunal expires on 20 June 2018. 

The Deputy may wish to note that it is anticipated that a number of vacancies as ordinary 
members of the Valuation Tribunal are expected to arise later in 2017 and these will be adver-
tised for expressions of interest via www.stateboards.ie

13/07/2017WRT05700Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Remit

13/07/2017WRT05800407. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
appointments to the International Protection Appeals Tribunal have not been made; when he 
expects appointments to be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34263/17]

13/07/2017WRT05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The International Protec-
tion Act 2015, provides for transitional measures for existing Tribunal Members from the date 
of establishment of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT), Section 71(7) refers.  
I am information by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that there are currently 21 members of the IPAT in situ.

As provided for under Section 62(4) of the International Protection Act 2015, the appoint-
ment by the Minister of a Member of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) 
shall be made after the Public Appointments Service has selected them for appointment to the 
position, following the holding of a competition under section 47 of the Public Service Manage-
ment (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004.  A competition for Part Time Members of the 
Tribunal was held by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) in March 2017, and my Depart-
ment was notified in June of the outcome of the competition by PAS to enable INIS to move to 
engage with the successful applicants for training and recruitment.  Groups from this competi-
tion are now being invited on a phased basis to indicate their preference for required training 
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dates.  INIS has written to the first batch of candidates in this regard and the first training session 
will take place later this week.  Further sessions for new Members have been scheduled for 
September, and later in 2017.  Officials in my Department will be writing to the next group of 
candidates in due course with arrangements for training and appointments.

It is intended to hold the competitions for the three Full-Time Members of the Tribunal and 
for the Chairperson of the Tribunal together, following a vacancy in the Chairperson position 
since March 2017.  In the interim, the position of Chairperson is being filled by one of the two 
Deputy Chairpersons of the Tribunal, as provided for under Section 62(8) of the International 
Protection Act 2015.

13/07/2017WRT06000Betting Legislation

13/07/2017WRT06100408. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the minimum 
age of persons to be able to place a bet at the Tote; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [34273/17]

13/07/2017WRT06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The responsibility for the 
Totalisator Act 1929 rests with the Minister for Finance.  However, I can inform the Deputy 
that, with the agreement of the Minister for Finance, it is proposed to introduce a minimum age 
of 18 to place a bet on the Tote in the forthcoming Civil Law and Courts (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Bill 2017.  No minimum age exists at present.

13/07/2017WRU00200Judgment Mortgages

13/07/2017WRU00300409. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in respect of interest applying to a judgment mortgage; if a judgment mortgage lapses after a 
period of time; the steps the creditor can take to enforce the asset the subject of the judgment 
mortgage; the rights of the borrower in this matter; the value of judgment mortgages against the 
family home at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34284/17]

13/07/2017WRU00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The position is that the 
Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 updated the law in relation to judgment mort-
gages registered after 1 December 2009 by repealing the Judgment Mortgage (Ireland) Acts 
1850 and 1858 and replacing them with updated provisions as recommended by the Law Re-
form Commission in 2004.

Section 116 of the 2009 Act provides that a creditor who has obtained a judgment against 
a person may apply to the Property Registration Authority (PRA) to register a judgment mort-
gage against that person’s estate or interest in land in the Land Registry or Registry of Deeds as 
appropriate.  Registration of a judgment mortgage by the PRA operates to charge the debtor’s 
estate or interest in the land and entitles the judgment mortgagee (that is, the creditor) to apply 
to court for an order under section 117 of the Act, or section 31 in the case of co-owned prop-
erty.  A judgment mortgage remains valid until discharged and there is no need to re-register it 
in order to maintain its validity or enforceability.  

In the case of an application under section 117, the court may make such order for enforce-
ment of the judgment mortgage as the court thinks appropriate, including an order for sale of 
the land and distribution of the proceeds of sale.  In the case of co-owned property, section 30 
of the 2009 Act provides that the registration of a judgment mortgage against the property of a 
joint tenant no longer severs the joint tenancy and if the joint tenancy remains unsevered, the 
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judgment mortgage is extinguished on the death of the judgment debtor, that is,  a surviving 
joint tenant has no liability for debts of the deceased joint tenant against whose interest in the 
property the judgment mortgage was registered.  

A judgment mortgagee (i.e.creditor) may apply to court for an order under section 31 to en-
force a judgment mortgage in the case of co-owned land.  In dealing with such an application, 
the court may dismiss the application or, in light of the rights of all co-owners, make such order 
relating to the land as appears to the court to be just and equitable in the circumstances of the 
particular case.  The wider discretion available to the court in the case of co-owned land is in-
tended to ensure that the interests of all co-owners are taken into account in a fair and equitable 
manner.  It should also be noted that subsection 5 of section 31 makes it clear that this section 
does not affect the court’s jurisdiction under the Family Home Protection Act 1976.  

As regards the rate of interest on judgment mortgages, I wish to inform the Deputy that the 
Courts Act 1981 (Interest on Judgment Debts) Order 2016 set the rate of interest on judgment 
debts at 2% with effect from 1 January 2017.

13/07/2017WRU00500Drugs Seizures

13/07/2017WRU00600410. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the volume and 
value of heroin seizures in Cork city and county for each of the years 2015 and 2016 and to date 
in 2017; and his plans in relation to this growing problem. [34295/17]

13/07/2017WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities and I will write to the Deputy when it is received.

13/07/2017WRU00800Garda Reserve

13/07/2017WRU00900411. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda reservists in the Wexford Garda division in each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 
2017. [34391/17]

13/07/2017WRU01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As  the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for  the recruitment and training of the Garda 
Reserve and the distribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divi-
sions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  

This plan is progressing well.  This year, funding has been provided for the recruitment of 
300 Garda Reserves, 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging 
reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.

It is regrettable that there has been a substantial reduction in the strength of the Reserve in 
recent years from a peak of 1,164 in 2013 to 638 as of 31 May 2017.  The fall-off arises from 
a range of factors, not least the lifting in 2014 of the moratorium on recruitment of trainee 
Gardaí which has affected Reserve numbers in two ways - firstly, approximately 200 serving 
Reserves have successfully applied to become trainee Gardaí, and secondly, resources in both 
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An Garda Síochána and in the Public Appointment Service have been focused on delivering an 
accelerated programme of recruitment of full-time members of An Garda Síochána.  I am sure 
that the Deputy will agree, notwithstanding the very valuable contribution of Reserve members 
throughout the country, that it was the right decision, with finite resources, to prioritise the run-
ning of recruitment campaigns to replenish the full-time ranks of An Garda Síochána over the 
last three years.  With the plan to reach 15,000 Garda members well on track it was possible for 
the Commissioner and the Public Appointments Service to undertake a new recruitment cam-
paign for Garda Reserves.  That is now  in train and will, allowing for the selection process and 
necessary training of successful candidates, facilitate a start to be made on strengthening of the 
Reserve across every Garda Division, in the coming years.  

For the Deputy’s information I have set out in the table, as provided by the Commissioner, 
the strength of the Garda Reserve in the Wexford  Division from  2013 to the 31 May 2017, the 
latest date for which figures are readily available.

Wexford Division Reserve Strength 2013 -2017*

Year Numbers
2013 32
2014 37
2015 37
2016 22
2017* 20
  *As of 31 May 2017

13/07/2017WRU01100Garda Data

13/07/2017WRU01200412. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí and the respective rank of each by county location, in tabular form. [34397/17]

13/07/2017WRU01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review 
in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is 
made of these resources.  I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment 
of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors 
including population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division.  It 
is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his or her Division.

I am informed by the Commissioner that on 31 May 2017, the latest date for which figures 
are currently available, the strength of An Garda Síochána was 13,137 members.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding has been provided for 
the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform 
plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Funding has also been provided for the recruitment of 300 
Garda Reserves.
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This plan is progressing apace.  I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopen-
ing of the Garda College in September 2014 almost 1,200 recruits have attested as members 
of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide.  I am also 
informed that a further four hundred Garda recruits are scheduled to attest later this year which 
will see Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around the 13,500 
mark by year end, an increase of 500 since the end of 2016.  

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division,  in the com-
ing years.

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan.  This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.    

I have received the information requested by the Deputy from the Commissioner, set out in 
spreadsheets, which I will forward directly to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRU01400Garda Transport Data

13/07/2017WRU01500413. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda cars and motorbikes in County Wexford. [34398/17]

13/07/2017WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of Garda resources, includ-
ing vehicles, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the 
matter.

I am, however, informed by the Garda authorities that, as of 12th July, 2017, there are some 
64 Garda vehicles allocated to the Wexford Division comprising 51 cars, ten vans, two motor-
cycles and one 4x4 vehicle.  

I understand that the allocation of Garda vehicles is monitored and reviewed by the Garda 
authorities on a continual basis.  The responsibility for the efficient deployment of all official 
Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles 
between stations as required by operational requirements.

The Deputy will be aware that there has been unprecedented Government investment in the 
Garda fleet in recent years with some €46 million being invested over the lifetime of the Gov-
ernment’s Capital Plan 2016 - 2021 to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective 
and fit-for-purpose fleet.  

13/07/2017WRU01700Garda Data

13/07/2017WRU01800414. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí per population based on the latest census figures; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [34399/17]

13/07/2017WRU01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and Units and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Commissioner that the allocation of Gardaí is con-
tinually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including crime trends, 
demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to ensure optimal 
use is made of Garda resources.  

Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the con-
text of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of these 
resources.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that on 31 May 2017, the latest date for which 
figures are currently available, the strength of An Garda Síochána was 13,137 members.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding has been provided for 
the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform 
plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Funding has also been provided for the recruitment of 300 
Garda Reserves.

This plan is progressing apace.  I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening 
of the Garda College in September 2014, that almost 1,200 recruits have attested as members 
of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide.  I am also in-
formed that a further four hundred Garda recruits are scheduled to attest later this year which 
will see Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around the 13,500 
mark by year end - an increase of 500 since the end of 2016.  

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, in the com-
ing years.

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan.  This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.    

The information requested by the Deputy is not readily available in my Department as the 
recording of the population by area is a matter for the Central Statistics Office.  I am, in any 
case, advised that ratios such as the number of Garda per head of population are not an appro-
priate tool to use when considering the allocation of Garda resources as they fail to take account 
of, among other things, the fact that crime levels and types can vary significantly among com-
munities of similar population size.
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13/07/2017WRU02000Garda Data

13/07/2017WRU02100415. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí per head of population located in each Garda district in County Wexford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34400/17]

13/07/2017WRU02200417. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí stationed in each County Wexford Garda station in each of the years 2010 to 2016 and 
to date in 2017. [34421/17]

13/07/2017WRU02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 415 and 417 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the optimum use is made of these resources.  I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard 
to the deployment of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all 
relevant factors including population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual 
Garda Division.  It is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within 
his/her Division.

I am informed by the Commissioner that, as of the 31 May 2017, there were 269 Garda 
together with 20 Garda Reserves and 31 civilians attached to the Wexford Division.  When ap-
propriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the 
National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and 
the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.  

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  Funding has also been provided for the 
recruitment of 300 Garda Reserves.

This plan is progressing apace.  I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening 
of the Garda College in September 2014, that almost 1,200 recruits have attested as members 
of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, 42 of whom 
were assigned to the Wexford Division.  I am also informed that a further four hundred Garda 
recruits are scheduled to attest later this year which will see Garda numbers, taking account of 
projected retirements, increase to around the 13,500 mark by year end - an increase of 500 since 
the end of 2016.  

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the 
Weford Division in the coming years.  

The information requested by the Deputy is not readily available in my Department as the 
recording of the population by area is a matter for the Central Statistics Office.  I am, in any  
case, advised that ratios such as the number of Garda per head of population are not an appro-
priate tool to use when considering the allocation of Garda resources as they fail to take account 
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of, among other things, the fact that crime levels and types can vary significantly among com-
munities of similar population size.  

For the Deputy’s information I have set out in the table, as provided by the Commissioner,  
the number of Gardaí assigned to the Wexford Division by station in each of the years from 
2010 and up to 31 May 2017,  the latest date for which figures are readily available.  

WEXFORD DIVISION 2010 - 2012

DISTRICT           STATION  2010  2011  2012
ENNISCORTHY            BLACKWATER           3 3 2

CLONROCHE     2 2 2
ENNISCORTHY   40 40 39
FERNS                3 3 2
KILTEALY 1 1 -
OULART         1 1 1
OYLEGATE 3 2 1
TOTAL 53 52 47

GOREY BUNCLODY 8 8 8
COURTOWN 
HARBOUR

2 4 3

GOREY 53 50 47
TOTAL 63 62 58

NEW ROSS BALLYCUL-
LANE  

2 2 2

CAMPILE 2 1 -
CARRICKBY-
RNE    

2 2 2

CARRICK-ON-
BANNOW    

1 1 1

DUNCANNON            4 4 4
NEW ROSS             40 40 40
TOTAL               51 50 49

WEXFORD BALDWIN-
STOWN

1 1 -

CAST-
LEBRIDGE         

3 2 3

GLYNN 1 1 -
KILMORE 
QUAY         

2 2 4

ROSSLARE 
HARBOUR     

7 6 6

ROSSLARE 
STRAND      

2 2 2

TAGHMON              3 3 3
WEXFORD              95 92 88
 TOTAL 114 109 106

 WEXFORD 
TOTAL

281 273 260
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WEXFORD DIVISION 2013- 2017

DISTRICT           STATION 2013  2014  2015 2016  2017
ENNIS-
CORTHY            

BLACK-
WATER           

2 2 2 2 2

BUNCL-
ODY             

8 9 7 7 7

CLON-
ROCHE            

1 1 2 2 2

COUR-
TOWN 
HARBOUR     

4 4 4 4 4

ENNIS-
CORTHY          

36 36 40 44 45

FERNS                2 2 2 2 2
GOREY                45 42 43 43 44
OULART               1 2 2 2 2
OYLE-
GATE             

1 1 1 1 1

 TOTAL 100 99 103 107 109
NEW ROSS               BALLYC-

ULLANE         
2 2 1 1 1

CAMPILE              - - - - 1
CARRICK-
BYRNE         

2 2 1 1 1

CARRICK-
ON-BAN-
NOW    

1 1 1 1 1

DUNCAN-
NON            

4 4 3 3 3

NEW ROSS             41 42 42 43 42
 TOTAL 50 51 48 49 49

WEXFORD                CAST-
LEBRIDGE         

3 3 2 2 2

KILMORE 
QUAY         

4 3 2 2 2

ROSS-
LARE 
HARBOUR     

6 7 7 7 7

ROSS-
LARE 
STRAND      

2 1 1 1 1

TAGHMON              3 3 3 2 2
WEXFORD              85 84 89 88 97
 TOTAL 102 101 104 102 111

 WEX-
FORD 
TOTAL

252 251 255 258 269

*Up to 31 May 2017



Questions - Written Answers

438

13/07/2017WRU02400Garda Station Closures

13/07/2017WRU02500416. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 33 of 30 March 2017, if the Garda stations closed in County Wexford 
are included in the six stations proposed for reopening under the pilot programme report which 
has since been received by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34420/17]

13/07/2017WRU02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the effective and efficient use of 
the resources available to An Garda Síochána and I, as Minister, have no role in the matter.

As the Deputy will be aware, some 139 Garda stations, including stations at Baldwinstown, 
Ballywilliam and Kiltealy in County Wexford, were closed under the Garda Síochána District 
and Station Rationalisation Programme 2012 -13 in order to streamline practices and to provide 
the most efficient policing service possible with the scarce resources available at the time.  I 
am informed by the Garda authorities that no other stations in Wexford were closed under the 
Programme.  

Garda stations that were closed under the Programme have, in the main, reverted to the own-
ership of the Office of Public Works and a number of them, including the above 3 stations have 
been sold.  Accordingly, they are not available for inclusion in the pilot project.  

Question No.  417 answered with Question No.  415.

13/07/2017WRU02800Residency Permits

13/07/2017WRU02900418. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
store the residency status of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34445/17]

13/07/2017WRU03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed by 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that the person concerned 
applied for a residence card as a family member of an EU citizen on 11 May 2011, stating that 
they had married a British citizen in the State on 21 January 2011.  Following a consideration of 
their application, the person concerned was provided with a residence card as a family member 
of an EU citizen on 10 November 2011.  

I understand from INIS that it later came to light that the spouse of the person concerned had 
relocated to the UK in February 2014 and was residing and working in that jurisdiction.  As it 
was apparent that the spouse of the person concerned was not exercising their EU Treaty Rights 
in the State, the person concerned was informed on 18 October 2016 that their residence card 
had been revoked.   

The person concerned requested a review of this decision on 2 November 2016.  This re-
view will be considered in due course, and there will be no avoidable delay in the consideration 
of same.  Any further documentation or information submitted by the person concerned will be 
considered at that time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
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The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/07/2017WRU03100Travel Documents

13/07/2017WRU03200419. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
facilitate the provision of a travel assist document to a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34446/17]

13/07/2017WRU03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An Irish travel document 
is a document which assists qualifying non Irish nationals to travel outside the State.  Only 
persons who can establish an entitlement to an Irish travel document may be issued with one 
and the type of travel document issued depends on the specific personal circumstances of the 
applicant.  

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that if the person to whom the Deputy refers wishes to apply for a travel document they should, 
in the first instance, consult the web address below, from which information and an application 
form may be downloaded.

http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/application_for_a_travel_document

A separate application must be made for each individual in a family.  Application forms 
should be posted to:

Travel Documents Section, 

Ministerial Decisions Unit, 

Repatriation Division, 

Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service,

13/14 Burgh Quay, 

Dublin 2.

Once the applications are received by the Travel Documents Unit of the INIS, they will be 
considered for eligibility.  As this is a busy season, applicants should allow a period of ten to 
12 weeks for their applications to be processed.  To ensure fairness, applications are processed 
in chronological order.

13/07/2017WRU03400Residency Permits

13/07/2017WRU03500420. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will use 
his discretionary powers to upgrade the residency status of persons (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34449/17]

13/07/2017WRU03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the persons concerned 
had their permission to remain in the State renewed for a further one year period to 14 Decem-
ber 2017.  This decision was conveyed in writing to the persons concerned by letters dated 13 
December 2016.  This permission was renewed to enable the persons concerned to obtain a 
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valid passport or alternatively submit evidence as to what effort they have made to secure a 
passport.  

The persons concerned have not, to date, provided the documentation requested by the INIS 
on 13 December, 2016.  The requested documentation should therefore be submitted to the INIS 
as soon as possible.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/07/2017WRU03700Visa Applications

13/07/2017WRU03800421. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
consider offering stamp 4 status to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34450/17]

13/07/2017WRU03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended),  written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/07/2017WRU04000Residency Permits

13/07/2017WRU04100422. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
residency status and eligibility for upgrade in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34451/17]

13/07/2017WRU04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that correspondence 
was received from this person on 16 May 2017 requesting a further permission to remain in the 
State.  The person concerned will be notified of the outcome in due course.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process.  
The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from INIS 
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is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/07/2017WRU04300Visa Applications

13/07/2017WRU04400423. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when stamp 
4 status will be offered to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34452/17]

13/07/2017WRU04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifi-
cation pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the 
person concerned has submitted written representations.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/07/2017WRU04600Immigration Status

13/07/2017WRU04700424. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if submissions 
have been received on behalf of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34453/17]

13/07/2017WRU04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer to the responses to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 43 of 26 January 2017 and 113 of 22 June 2017.  

As the Deputy was previously advised, the individuals concerned are illegal in the State and 
should therefore present themselves at their local Immigration Office.  If they have not yet done 
so, then they should do so without delay.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/07/2017WRU04900Visa Applications

13/07/2017WRU05000425. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
award stamp 4 status to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34454/17]
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13/07/2017WRU05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifi-
cation pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the 
person concerned has not submitted written representations.

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable 
legislation.  If any representations are submitted, they will be considered before a final decision 
is made.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/07/2017WRU05200Prison Service Expenditure

13/07/2017WRU05300426. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated an-
nual cost of policing, legal and prison services related to non-violent drugs offences. [34611/17]

13/07/2017WRU05400427. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated 
annual cost of policing, legal and prison services related to drugs offences. [34612/17]

13/07/2017WRU05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 426 and 427 together.

The Deputy will appreciate that activities across the criminal justice system are costed under 
the headings of staffing, provision of buildings, ICT and a wide range of other factors.  It is not 
possible to provide the information in the manner sought by the Deputy as costs are not disag-
gregated in this way.

13/07/2017WRU05700Citizenship Applications

13/07/2017WRU05800428. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if attending a col-
lege or other educational institution in the UK would affect a young person’s residency status 
for the purposes of Irish naturalisation provided that young person’s family remained resident 
here throughout that period. [34616/17]

13/07/2017WRU05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The granting of Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  Section 15 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in 
his absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation provided certain 
statutory conditions as set out in the Act are fulfilled.  The statutory conditions include that 
the applicant himself or herself must have had one year’s continuous residency in the State 
immediately before the date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding 
that period, have had a further total residence in the State amounting to four years.  Periods of 
residence outside the State are not reckonable for naturalisation purposes.  Every application 
for a certificate of naturalisation is considered on its own merits having regard to the statutory 
conditions set out in the Act.
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Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, as well as the relevant applica-
tion forms, is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  The website also contains guid-
ance on the completion of an application for naturalisation.

13/07/2017WRV00200Garda Strength

13/07/2017WRV00300429. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to pro-
vide additional Garda resources to the Cavan-Monaghan division in view of the substantial 
reduction in Garda numbers in this division over recent years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34621/17]

13/07/2017WRV00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review 
in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is 
made of these resources.  I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment 
of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors 
including population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. 
It is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/her Division.

I am informed by the Commissioner that, as of the 31 May 2017, there were 322 Garda 
together with 12 Garda Reserves and 37 civilians attached to the Cavan/Monaghan Division.  
When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units 
such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Garda National Economic Crime 
Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  Funding has also been provided for the 
recruitment of 300 Garda Reserves.

This plan is progressing apace.  I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening 
of the Garda College in September 2014, that almost 1,200 recruits have attested as members 
of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, 26 of whom 
were assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Division.  I am also informed that a further four hundred 
Garda recruits are scheduled to attest later this year which will see Garda numbers, taking ac-
count of projected retirements, increase to around the 13,500 mark by year end - an increase of 
500 since the end of 2016. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the 
Cavan/Monaghan Division in the coming years.

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
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for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan.  This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.    

13/07/2017WRV00500Ministerial Correspondence

13/07/2017WRV00600430. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will review 
the file and issue a full report to a former prison officer (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34661/17]

13/07/2017WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can advise the Deputy 
that my Department has been in correspondence with the person concerned, regarding the mat-
ters raised on numerous occasions.

The position of my Department has been extensively outlined in this correspondence and 
the person concerned has been informed that no further action is to be taken in this case. 

However if the person concerned wishes to submit additional, pertinent information, which 
they have not previously supplied, then my Department will of course examine this further.

13/07/2017WRV00800Corruption Perceptions Index

13/07/2017WRV00900431. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to tackle 
corruption; his views regarding the recent GRECO report which was critical of Ireland’s per-
formance in tackling corruption; if his attention has been drawn to the State’s recent slippage 
in the Transparency International corruption perceptions index; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34668/17]

13/07/2017WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In relation to my plans to 
tackle corruption, I refer the Deputy to the reply I gave on 6th July 2017 in Question No. 136.

13/07/2017WRV01100Legal Services Regulation

13/07/2017WRV01200432. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to open 
up access to the legal services profession and increase diversity of background among solicitors 
and barristers; if he has considered reforming the practice of devilling; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34680/17]

13/07/2017WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I have previously set 
out in my Written Reply to the Deputy’s earlier Question No. 293 of 4 July 2017, the Legal Ser-
vices Regulation Act 2015 contains a series of new measures that will review the area of legal 
professional education including in terms of who provides it, who has access to it, and what 
professional qualifications may apply.  These combine annual reporting obligations with the 
undertaking of a more comprehensive review of this area that will be open to all stakeholders 
including, on the delivery side, universities and other third-level providers of legal professional 
education.

The relevant provisions of section 13(2) of the 2015 Act, as commenced under S.I. No. 383 
of 2016, provide that the Legal Services Regulatory Authority may, and where required by the 
Act, shall, keep under review and make recommendations to the Minister for Justice and Equal-
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ity in respect of the admission requirements of the legal professions, that is to say both barristers 
and solicitors, under their respective bodies and the availability and quality of such education 
and training.  This will also take into account the curriculum arrangements for the provision of 
clinical legal education and the teaching of legal ethics, negotiation skills, alternative dispute 
resolution and advocacy and the methods by which, and the persons by whom, such education 
and training is provided.  It will also review the policies of the Law Society in relation to the 
admission of persons as solicitors in the State and those of the Bar Council and the Honorable 
Society of the King’s Inns in relation to persons entitled to practice as barristers.

Under section 33 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015, when commenced, the Legal 
Services Regulatory Authority will also report, within four months of the end of each financial 
year, on admissions to the legal professions.  This report shall specify the number of persons 
admitted to each of the legal professions during the given year.  It will also contain an assess-
ment as to whether or not, having regard for the demand for the services of practising solicitors 
and barristers and the need to ensure an adequate standard of education and training for persons 
admitted to practice, the number of persons so admitted in that year is consistent with the public 
interest in ensuring the availability of such services at a reasonable cost.  A copy of this report 
will be laid, by the Minister, before each House of the Oireachtas and will be published and sent 
by the Regulatory Authority to each of the legal professional bodies concerned.

In addition to this annual reporting cycle, the Legal Services Regulatory Authority has 
been given the specific task of preparing, with the support of a public consultation process, a 
comprehensive report in relation to the education and training (including ongoing training) ar-
rangements in the State for legal practitioners, including the manner in which such education 
and training is provided.  This report is to be provided to the Minister within two years of the 
Authority’s establishment day, 1 October 2016. Under the detailed parameters set out in section 
34 of the 2015 Act as commenced under S.I. No. 383 of 2016, it will contain “a review of the 
existing arrangements relating to the education and training of legal practitioners” and make 
such recommendations as considered appropriate in relation to the arrangements that, in the 
opinion of the Authority, should be in place for the provision of such education and training.  
This is also to include “the accreditation of bodies to provide such education and training and 
the reforms or amendments, whether administrative or legislative, that are required to facilitate 
those arrangements”. 

In addition, Section 34 (3) (c) of the 2015 Act lays out the specific areas of recommendation 
that are to be dealt with under this review process.  These are to include, among other matters, 
the appropriate standards of education and training for legal professional qualifications; ar-
rangements necessary to monitor those standards; the scope and content of the curriculum for 
the courses concerned; standards required for the award of legal professional qualifications, 
and, arrangements that would facilitate the minimisation of duplication and consequent expense 
incurred in the taking of overlapping examinations in legal subjects.

I am satisfied that the question of diversity of access to the two legal professions and the 
induction, apprenticeship and other qualification procedures traditionally exercised by the  legal 
professional bodies concerned are among those comprehended by the in-depth review and re-
porting frameworks now provided under the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015.  The Govern-
ment will, therefore, take account of any specific findings and recommendations that may arise 
in relation to the matters raised by the Deputy into account and consider the appropriate policy 
responses to be made. 

13/07/2017WRV01400Consumer Protection
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13/07/2017WRV01500433. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the scope of the 
examination of the 1993 EU directive on unfair contract terms in consumer contracts which his 
predecessor had previously stated his Department was undertaking in consultation with the Of-
fice of the Attorney General; if he will report on the outcome of this review; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34682/17]

13/07/2017WRV01600434. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has reviewed 
the application of the 1993 EU directive on unfair contract terms in consumer contracts within 
the courts in view of recent criticism; if he or any representative of his department has discussed 
this matter with the presidents of the courts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34683/17]

13/07/2017WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 433 and 434 together.

The review referred to by the Deputy is ongoing by my Department of the issues in conjunc-
tion with the Office of the Attorney General.  There are complex legal matters for analysis in 
relation to this matter and I expect to bring this process to a conclusion very shortly.  I wish to 
assure the Deputy that the matter will be kept under review in terms of any definitive additional 
obligations arising.  There have been no discussions to date with the presidents of the courts 
pending the clear establishment of the legal position. 

Question No. 435 answered with Question No. 394.

13/07/2017WRV02000Garda Civilian Staff Recruitment

13/07/2017WRV02100436. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
civilianisation of An Garda Síochána as promised in the programme for partnership Govern-
ment; the timeline for completing this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34687/17]

13/07/2017WRV02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The most recent avail-
able figure for the number of civilians working in An Garda Síochána is for 31 May 2017, at 
which point there were 2,110 civilian staff members working throughout the organisation car-
rying out senior management, administrative and technical roles. 

As part of its Five Year Reform and High-level Workforce Plan for An Garda Síochána, the 
Government has agreed an overall vision for a Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 to 
include 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Garda Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  This very 
substantial investment in personnel is driven by our commitment to ensure all citizens have the 
reassurance of a visible, responsive and effective policing service.  The projected number of 
4,000 civilians will effectively double the current figure and represents a medium-term target 
of a Garda organisation 20% comprised of civilians.  That will bring An Garda Síochána, cur-
rently 14% comprised of civilians, more in line with international norms and ensure that trained 
Gardaí are not engaging in administrative and technical duties which could be done by suitably 
qualified civilian staff.

The 20% target will be achieved through a twin-track approach of, firstly, a “civilian by 
default” policy to be adopted in relation to the filling of all new posts other than operational 
policing posts and for non-operational policing posts that become vacant and, secondly, the 
redeployment of Gardaí and backfilling by suitably qualified civilians where necessary.  In its 
‘Changing Policing in Ireland’ report, the Garda Inspectorate has estimated that there may be 
up to 1,500 Gardaí currently in such posts and the Government’s plan aims to return as many 
of these Gardaí as possible to front-line duties over the next five years.  With this in mind, the 
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Garda Commissioner, in conjunction with the Policing Authority, has been requested to identify 
posts suitable for redeployment and to prepare a 5 year plan for reaching the 20% medium term 
target.

Funding for the recruitment of up to 500 civilians has been provided in Budget 2017 to fa-
cilitate the Commissioner in addressing capacity and critical skills gaps across the organisation 
including in corporate supports, change management, human resources and financial manage-
ment at the national, regional and Divisional level.  These appointments are intended to facili-
tate deeper civilianisation in the coming years.

To date, the Policing Authority (with the consent of the Department of Justice and Equality 
and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform) has approved 137 of these positions 
including two new senior posts of Executive Director Strategy and Change Management and 
Executive Director Legal and Compliance.  The Government has also agreed in principle to the 
positions of a Chief Information Officer.  The majority of the positions sanctioned are in the 
areas of ICT, human resources, governance and strategy, legal and compliance, and finance. 43 
of the initial 137 sanctioned posts will go towards back filling vacancies created by the rede-
ployment of Garda members to policing duties.  Garda management has indicated that some 
163 of the total 500 civilians to be recruited this year will lead to redeployment opportunities.  
This level of commitment in the first year is very welcome and it is expected that the quantum 
of redeployments will increase in 2018 and beyond.

The Garda Commissioner has statutory responsibility for recruitment and is working with 
the Public Appointments Service to fill these sanctioned posts.  In addition there is ongoing 
engagement between Garda management, the Policing Authority, my Department and the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to sanctioning further posts to meet 
identified business needs across the organisation and draw down the funding that is available 
for up to 500 additional civilians this year.

13/07/2017WRV02300Equality Issues

13/07/2017WRV02400437. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to a recent map produced by an organisation (details supplied) and Ireland’s 
comparatively low ranking compared to other western European countries; his plans to improve 
this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34688/17]

13/07/2017WRV02500438. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects 
work on the LGBT inclusion strategy to commence; the timeline for its completion; the scope 
of the strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34692/17]

13/07/2017WRV02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 437 and 438 together.

While formal and legislative equality for LGBTI people has been largely achieved, much 
remains to be done at the level of society.  For this reason, I will commence the development of 
a National LGBTI Inclusion Strategy in the Autumn, with a public consultation process as part 
of scoping our the priorities to be addressed.  My view, at this stage, is that this Strategy will 
identify specific areas of society and policy (e.g., sports and health) areas in which difficulties 
are still seen as presenting for LGBTI people.  The key question here is not what more we need 
to do on legislation, but how do we work to change those negative attitudes, that still remain in 
some sections of society. 

The high level objective of the proposed Strategy has been tentatively stated as to bring 
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about the necessary changes in society so that being LGBTI is unremarkable and that LGBTI 
people are valued throughout society.  Discussion will focus on (a) setting out the overall ob-
jective, (b) defining the necessary preconditions for achievement of that objective and, then (c) 
agreeing detailed actions necessary to achieve those preconditions.

I have no formal deadline for the Strategy’s completion, but this is expected to develop out 
of the examination and consideration of initial findings from the public consultation process.

As you may know, in our current Programme for Government, we included a commitment 
to produce an LGBT+ Youth Strategy that is being developed separately by the Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs.  I am advised that good progress is being made on that Strategy.

With regard to the most recent ILGA Europe Rainbow Europe Map, while Ireland’s overall 
percentage has dipped slightly to 52%,our overall ranking has improved by two places to 15th 
in the Rainbow Index.  Ireland, as you know, was the first country in the world to legalise mar-
riage equality through a popular vote. Because Ireland has achieved so much in recent years 
in relation to marriage equality, gender recognition legislation and changes to our equality 
legislation, it is disappointing that we are not somewhat higher up the Rainbow Index rank-
ings in terms of achievement.  A factor is that the Index’s methodology focusses on progress in 
the previous year. Nevertheless, the Index is extremely useful in highlighting areas of law and 
policy which need to be addressed by Ireland in the coming years in relation to LGBTI issues.  
In this regard, I can assure the Deputy that the Government is dedicated to continuing to make 
progress. 

13/07/2017WRV02800Garda Data

13/07/2017WRV02900439. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of 
the most recent figures for the number of traffic corps in each Garda division, in tabular form. 
[34792/17]

13/07/2017WRV03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including to 
the Garda Traffic Corps and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the 
Commissioner that Garda personnel assigned throughout the country, together with the overall 
policing arrangements and operational strategies are continually monitored and reviewed.  Such 
monitoring ensures that optimum use is made of resources and the best possible policing service 
is provided to the general public. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that the total strength of the Garda Traffic Corps on 
the 31 May 2017, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 663.  In addition, 
there is a Chief Superintendent and a Superintendent attached to the DMR Traffic Corps, and a 
Superintendent attached to the West and South East Region.  The other three Regions each have 
a Traffic Inspector.

The Commissioner has committed in her Policing Plan for 2017 to increase incrementally 
the number of personnel dedicated to traffic duties by 10% to support better outcomes in rela-
tion to road traffic enforcement.  It is envisaged that the planned increase will be achieved in 
the second part of this year as newly attested Gardaí come on stream, freeing up resources for 
assignment to  traffic policing.

I am informed that a proposal in respect of the reconfiguration of the Traffic Corps is cur-
rently being developed. It is anticipated that the reconfiguration will be completed before the 
end of 2017.  An Garda Síochána also indicated that it was intended to have a stronger focus on 
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road traffic enforcement in the training provided to new recruits at Templemore.

Underpinning these measures is the Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen com-
munity engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.  The Government plans 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  This year, funding has been provided 
for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging 
reform plan which is in train within An Garda Síochána.  Approximately 300 appointments will 
also be made to the Garda Reserve.        

For the Deputy’s information I have set out in the table the strength of the Garda Traffic 
Corps in each Division as of 31 May 2017, the latest date for which figures are currently avail-
able from the Commissioner. 

Garda Traffic Corps 31/05/2017

Division Total
D.M.R.S.C. 9
D.M.R.N.C 17
D.M.R.N. 15
D.M.R.E. 10
D.M.R.S. 11
D.M.R.W. 13
D.M.R. Traffic 105
Waterford 17
Wexford 15
Tipperary 24
Kilkenny/Carlow 26
Cork City 36
Cork North 30
Cork West 21
Kerry 19
Limerick 24
Donegal 20
Cavan/Monaghan 24
Sligo/Leitrim 24
Louth 14
Clare 15
Mayo 11
Galway 37
Roscommon/Longford 19
Westmeath 29
Meath 17
Kildare 24
Laois/Offaly 20
Wicklow 17
Total 663



Questions - Written Answers

450

13/07/2017WRV03100Garda Information and Communications Technology

13/07/2017WRV03200440. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the provision 
of remote access to information and technology to Garda members; if this is in place for all 
members; and if it is available on a mobile basis. [34793/17]

13/07/2017WRV03300441. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a report on the enterprise content management system initiative in An Garda Síochána; and 
if this initiative is now complete. [34794/17]

13/07/2017WRV03400442. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a report on the investigation management initiative in An Garda Síochána; if the proposed 
development of a new system to enable the electronic management and tracking of all investi-
gation tasks and processes will be complete by the end of 2017. [34795/17]

13/07/2017WRV03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 440 to 442, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda 
equipment and resources are a matter for the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter.

The Deputy will be aware that the extensive programme of reform currently underway in 
An Garda Síochána is based primarily on the reports of the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and is 
under the independent oversight of the Policing Authority.  The Government has agreed that the 
vehicle for implementation of the agreed reforms is the Garda Commissioner’s Modernisation 
and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 (MRP). 

With more than 80 initiatives and 135 projects, the MRP will strengthen the service An 
Garda Síochána provides and ensure that they can deal with emerging issues into the future.  
Due to the scale of the MRP, a phased planning approach is essential.  Some initiatives will be 
implemented in the short to medium term, while others will be implemented over the lifetime 
of the Programme as they will require a number of years to implement fully.  Given the highly 
complex nature of the MRP, timelines for projects may move for a number of reasons includ-
ing, for example, extended scope or procurement phase, unforeseen delays or changes to the 
strategic priorities of the organisation.  The Strategic Transformation Office (STO) has been 
established within An Garda Síochána to oversee governance and delivery of the projects that 
form the MRP.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Garda mobility strategy, which aims to en-
sure that Garda members have remote access to information and technology, is progressing with 
the recent completion of the overall strategy document.  When fully implemented, access by 
members to real-time information on mobile devices, as well as enabling investigation teams to 
collect and share information digitally, will improve the effectiveness of the service provided 
to communities. 

The Enterprise Content Management project is intended to provide a single repository for 
An Garda Síochána to securely store and manage content.  Key features of the solution include:

- management and control of content for all offices across all levels (Regions/Divisions/
Districts/Sub-District/Other Offices) of the organisation;

- security controls will ensure audit ability and traceability of all content;

- storage of all data types (e.g. documents, photos, video, audio, etc); and
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- ability to store, access and search across all content.

I understand from the Garda authorities that this project will shortly go live in the Eastern 
Region in the Districts of Mullingar, Athlone and Naas following the completion of training in 
these areas.  The system will then be systematically rolled out nationwide.

The Investigations Management System (IMS) is intended to standardise, digitise and sup-
port the management of all investigations arising from a PULSE incident.  The system will 
support the allocation and management of all jobs and allocation of roles and documentation 
relating to the running and completion of an investigation.  It will also maintain a full history of 
the chain of events for an investigation, information and evidence gathered and decisions made.  
I am advised that work is progressing in relation to the IMS and that contacts are ongoing with 
relevant stakeholders.

13/07/2017WRV03800Crime Prevention

13/07/2017WRV03900443. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a report on the offender management initiative in An Garda Síochána; and if it will be 
complete before the end of September 2017. [34796/17]

13/07/2017WRV04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by An 
Garda Síochána that the Modernisation and Renewal Programme (MRP), incorporates a range 
of initiatives to enable An Garda Síochána to meet present and future challenges.  The Pro-
gramme has been formed based on recommendations made in 44 reports, both internal and 
external, developed over the preceding 10 years as well as extended periods of consultation and 
workshops with senior leadership within the organisation.  The MRP aims to deliver on its ob-
jective through the realisation of a number of key outcomes described in detail throughout the 
chapters of the Programme launch document.  The Strategic Transformation Office (STO) has 
been established to oversee governance and delivery of the projects that form the MRP.

With more than eighty (80) initiatives and 135 projects, the MRP will strengthen the service 
An Garda Síochána provides and ensure that they can deal with any emerging issues into the 
future.  Due to the scale of the programme, a phased planning approach is essential; some initia-
tives will be implemented in the short to medium term, while others will require a number of 
years to implement fully.  Given the highly complex nature of the MRP, timelines for projects 
may move for a number of reasons including extended scope or procurement phase, unforeseen 
delays to risks or issues or changes to the strategic priorities of the organisation. 

An Garda Síochána works closely with my Department and the DPP, Irish Prison Service 
and Probation Service to tackle crime and reduce reoffending rates.  I am informed that An 
Garda Síochána will use Offender and Case Management programmes, in conjunction with the 
Courts, Probation Service, HSE and TUSLA, to manage prolific and high risk offenders in the 
community to reduce re- offending. 

The Offender Management initiative under the MRP is currently comprised of two projects, 
namely JARC and SAOR.

- JARC is a Joint Agency Approach to Crime  where An Garda Síochána, the Irish Prisons 
Service and the Probation Service work together to move repeat offenders away from crime.  
The implementation of this project under the MRP will further develop and implement opera-
tional processes to manage nominated prolific offenders in co-operation with these agencies

- SAOR is a Strategic Approach to Offender Recidivism which aims to reduce recidivism 
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through the training of Case Managers for the organisation.  Successful implementation of this 
project will ensure the effective management and implementation of case managers and im-
proved inter agency co-operation.

The above programmes will continue to be rolled out throughout 2017.  The various pro-
grammes within JARC are in an evaluation process and it is expected that the various evalua-
tions will be completed before the end of this year. 

13/07/2017WRV04100Garda Procedures

13/07/2017WRV04200444. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a report on the employee assistance programme in An Garda Síochána; if all employees 
now have access to 24-7 employee counselling; and the numbers that have availed of it to date 
in 2017. [34797/17]

13/07/2017WRV04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying on and managing and 
controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána. 

I am advised by the Commissioner that the Garda Employee Assistance Service is available 
to members of An Garda Síochána and supports them in managing and resolving personal and 
work-related difficulties.  I am further advised that an independent confidential counselling 
service was introduced in June 2016.  This service provides all employees with immediate sup-
port from accredited counsellors, over the phone and then, if needed, up to eight face-to-face 
counselling sessions.  These sessions  take place in a location within one hour of the employee’s 
home or place of work.  Counselling is provided on a wide range of work and personal related 
issues including critical incidents, trauma, financial, relationships, bereavement, stress, conflict, 
and health.  The service is available on a twenty four hour basis, every day of the year.

I have requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner in relation to 
the numbers that have availed of the counselling service to date and I will write to the Deputy 
on receipt of same. 

13/07/2017WRV04400Garda Procedures

13/07/2017WRV04500445. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a report on the streamlining of Garda headquarters administrative processes. [34798/17]

13/07/2017WRV04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner and I will write to the Deputy 
on receipt of same.    

13/07/2017WRV04700Garda Reports

13/07/2017WRV04800446. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a report on the revised policy framework and complete policy audit of An Garda Síochána 
completed in 2016. [34799/17]

13/07/2017WRV04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner and I will write to the Deputy 
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on receipt of same.    

13/07/2017WRV05000Garda Resources

13/07/2017WRV05100447. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
computer crime investigation units now in place within An Garda Síochána; the location of 
same; and the number of personnel in each. [34800/17]

13/07/2017WRV05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources among the 
various Garda Divisions and Districts and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.  I 
am assured by the Commissioner that personnel assigned throughout the country, together with 
the overall policing arrangements and operational strategies are continually monitored and re-
viewed.

I am informed by the Commissioner that, on foot of a review of the Computer Crime Inves-
tigation Unit under the Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021, 
a dedicated Garda Cyber Crime Bureau (GCCB) was established in September 2016 to ensure 
that An Garda Síochána has the capacity and capabilities to deal with cyber crime and cyber 
security threats. 

The GCCB has responsibility for the forensic examination of all seized computer media, 
international liaison with regard to cyber matters and the investigation of cyber crime matters.  
Cases examined by the GCCB include all crime-types, in particular banking and financial crime 
matters, as well as the examination of equipment and media to assess images in the context of 
offences relating to child pornography and exploitation. 

In conjunction with the Garda College, a module on cyber crime investigation is included 
in the training programme for all trainee Gardaí, with all other Garda personnel being trained 
through the Continuous Professional Development network in cyber crime awareness and cy-
ber crime investigation. 

In addition, the roll-out continues on a phased basis of regional triage units. The triage 
model provides a tiered response and capability for computer forensic services on a regional 
basis, utilising locally-based and trained first-responders and cyber triage specialists.  The tri-
age model also reduces demands on the central Bureau, while remaining under the supervision 
of the Detective Superintendent, Garda Cyber Crime Bureau.  To date two regional triage units 
have been established in the Southern and South-Eastern Regions, at Ballincollig and New Ross 
Garda Stations.  These triage units are the subject of review to inform and establish best prac-
tices and processes for the establishment of further such units in other Regions. 

Currently the number of staff allocated to the GCCB is 26 including 1 Superintendent, 1 In-
spector, 6 Sergeants and 15 Gardaí, with 1 Higher Executive Officer and 2 Executive Officers. 

13/07/2017WRV05300Garda Training

13/07/2017WRV05400448. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Garda 
will engage in the joint EU-Israeli LAW-TRAIN project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34816/17]

13/07/2017WRV05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from An Garda Síochána in relation to this matter and I will contact the Deputy directly when 
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the report is to hand.

13/07/2017WRW00200Direct Provision System

13/07/2017WRW00300449. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to complaints made against staff of the Balseskin direct provision reception 
centre; if Garda investigations have been undertaken over incidents in the centre; if charges 
have been laid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34817/17]

13/07/2017WRW00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I am aware of an email containing such allegations and this was immediately referred to An 
Garda Síochána for their attention.  Such allegations are of serious concern and must of course 
be investigated thoroughly.  The outcome of any investigation is a matter for the Gardaí and the 
Director of Public Prosecutions.

13/07/2017WRW00500Prison Building Programme

13/07/2017WRW00600450. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the existence of a one acre derelict site to the west of the Arbour Hill Prison 
in Dublin 7 bounded by Cavalry Row to the west and Palatine Square to the north; his plans to 
make it available for housing purposes to the local authority or the private sector; if the Irish 
Prison Service has plans to develop the site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34833/17]

13/07/2017WRW00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Prison Service that the location in question is part of the Arbour Hill Prison complex.  It 
was acquired from the Defence forces a number of  years ago. The Irish Prison Service retain 
the site in the prison estate portfolio for the development of prison related facilities on the site, 
subject to the appropriate planning requirements, in the future. 

13/07/2017WRW00800Drug and Alcohol Testing

13/07/2017WRW00900451. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons caught driving while over the legal alcohol limit with blood alcohol limits between 80 to 
100 mg; the number that were disqualified from driving; the number of persons with blood al-
cohol limit in excess of 100 mg in each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular 
form. [34887/17]

13/07/2017WRW01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation the Deputy is seeking from An Garda Síochána and will contact the Deputy directly 
when this information is to hand.

13/07/2017WRW01100Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

13/07/2017WRW01200452. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the details on a renovation scheme (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33589/17]
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13/07/2017WRW01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development, which was launched on 
23rd January, contains a number of measures which have the objective of rejuvenating Ireland’s 
rural towns and villages to make them more attractive places in which to live and work, and 
to increase their tourism potential.    From my own Department’s perspective, I launched an 
enhanced Town and Village Renewal Scheme on 13th April last, with a focus on improving the 
economic development of our rural towns and villages. Funding of €20 million has been made 
available under the scheme, which will support up to 300 towns and villages over the next 12 
months.  

It is also intended to launch the scheme referred to by the Deputy on a pilot basis later this 
year, to encourage residential occupancy in rural towns and villages.  The pilot will examine 
ways in which properties that are currently not in use in town centres can be renovated to allow 
them to be used for residential purposes.  The scheme will be aimed at owner-occupiers. 

Details of the initiative are being developed in consultation with relevant Departments and 
full particulars will be announced when the pilot is launched.  

13/07/2017WRW01400National Landscape Strategy

13/07/2017WRW01500453. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs her views on a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33598/17]

13/07/2017WRW01600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heath-
er Humphreys): Arising from Ireland’s ratification of the European Landscape Convention 
I launched the National Landscape Strategy for Ireland 2015-2025 in May 2015. Copies are 
available on my Department’s website.      The Strategy is to be implemented in two phases. The 
key action in Phase one, as set out in the Implementation Programme, will be the preparation 
of a National Landscape Character Assessment (NLCA). My Department is currently preparing 
tender documentation for the NLCA. The NLCA will be an important tool to provide data and 
objective information required to evaluate the current state of the landscape and to underpin 
effective spatial planning and landscape-centred decision making. 

I would note that the primary role of planning authorities and the consultative roles of other 
bodies and persons in decision-making relating to landscape issues will continue to be governed 
by the provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). One of the objec-
tives of the National Landscape Strategy will be to assist in the achievement of greater con-
sistency in decision making when dealing with issues of landscape via the landscape character 
assessment process, within City and County Development Plans, at local government level.

The second phase of the strategy under Action 3 is: “Following completion of the Na-
tional Landscape Character Assessment, statutory guidelines on local Landscape Character As-
sessments, following best international practice, and incorporating Historic Landscape Char-
acterisation, and other appropriate assessment methodologies, will be prepared for Planning 
Authorities under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).” The 
preparation and issuing of these statutory guidelines will be a joint action of my Department 
and that of the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.

In relation to the specific Landscape Character Assessment referred to by the Deputy,  and 
its planning zoning, this is a matter for the relevant Local Authority and I have no function in 
that regard. 
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13/07/2017WRW01700National Parks Projects

13/07/2017WRW01800454. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the timeframe for management plans to be published for Glenveagh, Bur-
ren, Connemara and Ballycroy national parks; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34838/17]

13/07/2017WRW01900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In May 2017, I decided to broaden the scope of the Draft Burren National Park 
Visitor and Traffic Management Plan to include Nature Conservation. The Plan has now be-
come the Burren National Park Management Plan and is in draft form for consideration by my 
officials. I intend also to produce a Management Plan for the Kerry Biosphere Reserve in the 
context of the recent UNESCO designation.  The Department’s short term focus is on conserva-
tion objectives for Natura 2000 sites and as such there are no immediate plans to produce man-
agement plans for Ballycroy, Glenveagh, Connemara or Wicklow Mountains National Parks. 
My Department intends however to produce visitor and management plans for its National 
Parks on an on-going basis subject to the availability of resources.   In this context the Deputy 
will note that in February of this year the Taoiseach formally announced a Strategic Partnership 
with Fáilte Ireland and the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department. One major 
output of this partnership will be a Tourism Interpretation Masterplan. Work has already com-
menced on this and the consultants are due to report in the last quarter or 2017. The partnership 
aims to achieve the shared goal of further developing quality visitor experiences at Ireland’s 6 
National Parks and Nature Reserves.

13/07/2017WRW02000CLÁR Programme

13/07/2017WRW02100455. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the further information which was required with an application for CLÁR funding 
for a group (details supplied); and if she will allow this information to be submitted at this stage 
and re-examine the application. [33630/17]

13/07/2017WRW02200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The 2017 CLÁR programme was launched on 31 March last, with a closing date 
of 5 May. The programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvan-
taged rural areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. Funding for the 2017 
CLÁR programme was available this year under four separate Measures:

Measure 1:  Support for School and Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2:  Play Areas 

Measure 3:  Targeted Community Infrastructure 

Measure 4:  First Responder Supports 

Applications under Measures 1, 2 and 3 were submitted through the Local Authorities, 
while applications under Measure 4 were submitted from voluntary organisations involved in 
community-based response to emergency situations.  In total, more than 500 applications were 
received across the four Measures to the value of €15 million.

In general, applications were assessed on the basis of their eligibility under the scheme cri-
teria and on the quality of the documentation supporting their proposals.  Approximately 230 
applications were approved for funding totalling €7 million in recent weeks.  
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With respect to the application referred to by the Deputy, insufficient documentary evidence 
was provided as required by the scheme criteria and the application was unsuccessful as a re-
sult.  Applicants were specifically required to provide the following documentation as part of 
the application process:

- an application by a School/Community organisation 

- clear evidence of need 

- full estimated costings 

- evidence that all necessary permissions were in place

- evidence, where applicable, that ownership/lease was in place

- evidence that match funding was in place where relevant, and 

- relevance to the LECP/other plan.

The group referred to by the Deputy provided a basic application outlining the proposed 
works, a rationale as to why the works were needed, and an estimate of costings. Evidence in 
respect of the other requirements outlined above was not provided.  

All funding available under the CLÁR programme in 2017 has now been allocated. There 
are no plans at present to allocate any further funding to CLÁR this year.

13/07/2017WRW02300National Parks and Wildlife Service Staff

13/07/2017WRW02400456. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs when staff will be hired in national parks (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33634/17]

13/07/2017WRW02500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that, with the recovery of the economy, there 
has been significant recruitment in the National Park and Wildlife Service of my Department in 
recent months including a recent recruitment campaign to fill posts at Killarney House which 
officially opened to the public on 3rd July.  Since January of this year 17 permanent posts have 
been filled across the National Parks and Nature Reserves.  I am advised that my Department 
has also filled 61 seasonal posts nationwide to cover the busy tourist season. 

In addition, my Department is currently engaged with the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) in recruiting Conservation Rangers. Two rangers have been appointed and I am advised 
that further appointments will be made in the coming weeks. 

Staffing levels across the Department will continue to be kept under regular review in line 
with emerging business needs and having regard to Government policy on public sector pay and 
staffing as advised by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

13/07/2017WRW02600National Parks Projects

13/07/2017WRW02700457. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs further to Parliamentary Question No. 776 of 17 January 2017, if the updated 
strategic rhododendron management plan has been finalised; her views on the fact that the 
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spread of rhododendron is accelerating faster than current resources can combat and is seri-
ously threatening the indigenous natural flora and fauna of Killarney National Park; if she will 
increase resources and funding to ensure that the national park is protected for the enjoyment of 
generations to come; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33690/17]

13/07/2017WRW02800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to his Parliamentary Question No 776 of 17 Janu-
ary last. My Department has invested heavily in tackling this invasive species, the control of 
which is difficult, costly, and labour intensive. The management of the dynamic and aggres-
sive Rhododendron ponticum   is a long-standing on-going programme in the National Park. 
In the past, approximately 3,000 of the over 10,000 hectares in the Park were, to some extent, 
affected. My Department remains of the opinion that the existing management programme has 
made significant inroads into the problem with approx. 2,000 of the 3,000 hectares, involving 
some 40 different sites, under effective control.

The on-going programme of works, at this time, is comprised of four primary elements:

i.   the initial clearance and follow-up maintenance work by contractors;

ii.  on-going maintenance work by volunteers and students;

iii. a Rhododendron eradication management contract; and,

iv.  on-going work by NPWS staff including co-ordination, research, and monitoring.

Since 2011, the Department has invested over €700k to tackle rhododendron clearance in 
Killarney National Park and in 2016 the Department spent close to €210k on clearance. An 
updated Strategic Rhododendron Management Plan has been finalised and the Department has 
issued a Request for Tender (RFT) inviting suitably qualified vendors for the term of four years 
to be included on the Department’s Rhododendron Ponticum   Eradication and/or Maintenance 
programme. €240,000 has already been budgeted for Rhododendron clearance in Killarney 
National Park this year. 

In addition, in 2016 my Department spent over €2m in Killarney National Park (including 
Killarney House). This represents the largest apportionment of my Department’s overall budget 
for National Parks and Reserves and reflects the commitment and the value that my Department 
places on the Park. 

13/07/2017WRW02900Leader Programmes

13/07/2017WRW03000458. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs when the next tranche of Leader programme funding will be allocated; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [33898/17]

13/07/2017WRW03100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): LEADER is a multi-annual programme which has a budget of €250 million over 
the period to 2020.  €220 million of this funding has been allocated to the 28 LEADER sub-
regional areas in Ireland and will be delivered through the Local Action Groups (LAGs) which 
manage the programme in each area. The remaining €30 million will be managed at a national 
level for targeted investment initiatives in areas such as co-operation projects between LAGs, 
and support for artisan food producers.    Applications for project funding at sub-regional level 
are made directly to the LAGs.  The LAGs are open to accepting proposals from project pro-
moters on an on-going basis or through targeted calls.



13 July 2017

459

Contact details for the Local Actions Groups is available at the following link: http://www.
ahrrga.gov.ie/app/uploads/2017/01/contact-details-of-local-action-groups.pdf

13/07/2017WRW03200Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRW03300459. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount of money which was spent by her Department in 2016 on external 
consultants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33904/17]

13/07/2017WRW03400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my response to Parliamentary Question No. 677 of 21st 
March last, which stated that my Department spent €1,833 on external consultants in 2016.

13/07/2017WRW03500Film Industry Development

13/07/2017WRW03600460. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the supports she provides for the indigenous film and television production 
sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33984/17]

13/07/2017WRW03700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Irish Film Board is the national development agency for Irish film making 
and the Irish film, television and animation industry. Its statutory remit is to assist and encour-
age the making of film in the State and the development of a film industry in Ireland. The Film 
Board supports writers, directors and production companies across these sectors by providing 
investment loans for the development, production and distribution of film, television and ani-
mation projects.  The Film Board also supports the Irish screen industries at major international 
markets and festivals, promotes inward investment, the use of Ireland as a location for inter-
national production and provides support for companies filming in Ireland. The Board liaises 
with IDA Ireland and Tourism Ireland to maximise opportunities for the promotion of Ireland 
as a location for film productions as well as a tourism destination. Information on its funding 
scheme is available on the Irish Film Board website at   www.irishfilmboard.ie.

In Budget 2017, I secured an increase of €2 million for the Irish Film Board, bringing the 
total allocation for 2017 to over €16m. This increase in funding will allow the Board to invest 
more in Irish talent and follows on from a very successful year for the Irish film sector, particu-
larly the indigenous film sector, in 2016. 

The other primary mechanism through which the Government supports the film industry 
is Section 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 - the film tax relief scheme. My Depart-
ment’s investment in the film sector will also help to maximise the benefits brought about by the 
Government’s enhancement of the Section 481 film tax credit system, including the decision to 
increase the cap for eligible expenditure on film projects to €70 million, as announced as part 
of Budget 2016.

The twin approach of direct funding and tax expenditure measures maximises the benefits 
of Government’s support to the audiovisual industry.

In addition to the supports outlined above the Creative Ireland Programme 2017 – 2022 
which was announced in December 2016 is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream cul-
ture and creativity in the life of the nation and to promote individual, community and national 
well-being. 
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The objective of the fourth pillar of the Programme – establishing Ireland as a centre of 
excellence in media production – is to elevate the creative industries including media, architec-
ture, design, digital technology, fashion, food and crafts together on an all of government basis. 
The initial focus of the Creative Ireland programme this year is to undertake to develop an 
industry-wide, long-term plan for Ireland as a global hub for the production of Film, TV Drama 
and Animation by the end of 2017. This objective is also reflected in the Action Plan for Rural 
Ireland given the importance of the film industry to rural Ireland. 

In this regard, my Department has commissioned an economic analysis of our screen based 
creative industries, in partnership with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment and the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. This study will examine 
the economic impact including employment and the potential of the Irish film, TV and anima-
tion sector. Following an open tender process, Olsberg SPI Ltd in association with Nordicity, 
was selected to conduct the study in November last year. The commissioning of the study was 
also a commitment in the Action Plan for Jobs 2016.  The recommendations of the economic 
study will inform the development of the plan envisaged under the Creative Ireland Programme 
and Action Plan for Rural Ireland.

On 5 May last, I hosted a very successful Media Production Workshop at the Royal Hospital 
Kilmainham which attracted attendance by representatives of the film, broadcast, animation 
and gaming industries. 

The Deputy may also be interested to know that the Film Board and the Broadcasting Au-
thority of Ireland have jointly commissioned a report on the skills needs of the audio visual 
industry in Ireland. This report will be published shortly. My Department will consider recom-
mendations contained in the report and working with stakeholders, will address any identified 
skills needs. 

The outcomes of the economic study, the workshop held in Kilmainham and the report on 
the skills need of the industry will all input into the proposed Government plan for the audio 
visual industry in Ireland, which will be published in Autumn. 

On a wider scale, the Government recognises the value of the film sector both nationally and 
regionally and as such, both the National and Regional Action Plans for Jobs has a number of 
Actions to further support the film sector. Further details can be accessed at this link.

https://www.djei.ie/en/Publications/Action-Plan-for-Jobs-2017.html 

https://www.djei.ie/en/Publications

13/07/2017WRW03800Arts Funding

13/07/2017WRW03900461. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her priorities for capital funding for the arts and cultural institutions over the 
next five years. [33985/17]

13/07/2017WRW04000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): High quality infrastructure is critical for a vibrant arts and culture sector and 
investment in cultural infrastructure underpins social cohesion and supports strong and sustain-
able economic growth.     For example, yesterday I unveiled the plans for the major €10m capi-
tal investment plan for the National Library of Ireland’s historic Kildare Street premises. The 
investment will be delivered as a phased programme of works in partnership with the Office of 
Public Works. Appropriately this investment programme is called “Reimagining the National 
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Library”, and will help transform the Library into a world class facility for the storage and dis-
play of our national collection, as well as enabling the Library to develop its capacity as a centre 
for research, culture, learning and tourism. 

The redevelopment is another significant investment by this Government in our National 
Cultural Institutions, following the opening in June of the magnificently restored historic wings 
at the National Gallery. Substantial upgrades are also getting underway at the National Concert 
Hall and the National Archives. 

This investment is also complemented by the €9m capital investment scheme in arts and 
cultural centres which I announced earlier this year. 

The quality of our cultural facilities demonstrates in a very tangible way where our societal 
priorities lie and are crucial in terms of ensuring that Ireland is an attractive place to live, work, 
visit and invest and I am currently developing a capital investment programme for the culture 
and heritage sector as committed to under the Creative Ireland Programme. 

This programme will set out an overall capital strategy for the cultural and heritage sectors 
for the years ahead.

13/07/2017WRW04100Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRW04200462. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Re-
gional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the way in which her Department is improving services and 
increasing supports for persons with disabilities during 2017 [34026/17]

13/07/2017WRW04300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): While my Department is not directly responsible for the provision of services 
or supports for person with disabilities I am committed to ensuring access to arts, culture and 
heritage for all citizens.  This commitment is reflected in the inclusive nature of the Creative 
Ireland Programme launched earlier this year.    I would also advise the Deputy that my Depart-
ment is represented on the National Disability Inclusion Strategy Steering Group, and under the 
National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 – 2020, is committed to ensuring that accessibility 
for all is supported through;

- the application of universal design principles in the development of buildings and facili-
ties, and  

- integrating disability inclusion into the design and operation of funding programmes and 
schemes.

13/07/2017WRW04400Departmental Funding

13/07/2017WRW04500463. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the investment by her Department since March 2016 in County Louth and 
parts of east County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34061/17]

13/07/2017WRW04600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The information requested by the Deputy in respect of investment my Depart-
ment in County Louth and County Meath during the period in question is set out in the follow-
ing tables.
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Co. Louth

Investment Project Amount
Louth County Council to fund implementa-
tion of the Council’s 2016 Plan.

€30,000 

Cross Border Orchestra of Ireland for 
‘Peace Proms 2016’ 

€42,737 

County Museum Dundalk - Local & Re-
gional Museum Scheme 2016 

€3,900

Cross Border Orchestra of Ireland - Cooper-
ation with Northern Ireland funding scheme 
2016

€86,000

Ablevision Ireland Drogheda Cooperation 
with Northern Ireland funding scheme 2016

€3,500

Louth County Council  - Structures at Risk 
Fund (SRF) 2016

€30,000

Louth County Council - Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme (BHIS) 2016

€39,868

Louth County Council - Structures at Risk 
Fund (SRF) 2017

€59,000

Louth County Council - Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme (BHIS) 2017

€145,397

Louth County Council to part-fund the as-
signment of a Broadband Officer

€35,000  

Droichead Arts Centre –  Small Capital 
Grant Scheme 2017

€3,466 

Louth County Council to implement their 
Culture and Creativity Plans for 2017

€32,258

County Museum Dundalk - Local & Re-
gional Museum Scheme 2017  (Allocation)

€8,500 

Drogheda Museum Millmount - Local & 
Regional Museum Scheme 2017 (Alloca-
tion)

€700 

Cross Border Orchestra of Ireland for 2017  
-  Support for Cooperation with Northern 
Ireland (Allocation)

€100,000 

Louth County Council - Town and Village 
Renewal Scheme

€380,000

Rural  Economic  Development Zone  
(REDZ) Scheme

€100,000

CLÁR €173,520
Walks Scheme €40,527
LEADER* €301,460
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Co. Meath

Investment Project Amount
Solstice Arts Centre (Navan) – Small Capi-
tal Grant Scheme 2016

€10,000

Meath County Council to fund implementa-
tion of the Council’s 2016 Plan.

€30,000 

Fencing at Girley Bog 2016 €4,500 
Meath County Council - Structures at Risk 
Fund (SRF) 2016 

€37,750

Meath County Council - Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme (BHIS) 2016

€54,977

Meath County Council re Culture and Cre-
ativity Plans for 2017

€32,258

Pathworks at Girley Bog 2017 €2,700 
Meath County Council - Structures at Risk 
Fund (SRF) 2017  

€29,000

Meath County Council - Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme (BHIS) 2017

€104,140

Meath County Council to part-fund the as-
signment of a Broadband Officer

€35,000

Meath County Council / Solstice Arts 
Centre (Navan) - Arts and Culture Capital 
Scheme 2016-2018 (2017 allocation)

€300,000  

Ráth Chairn and Baile Ghib Gaeltacht areas €42,263
Town and Village Renewal Scheme €380,000
Payments under the Voluntary Bog Pur-
chase Scheme and the Cessation of Turf 
Cutting Compensation Scheme

€341,669

Rural  Economic  Development Zone  
(REDZ) Scheme

€200,000

CLÁR €127,600
Rural Recreation €50,000
LEADER * €334,488
*LEADER

Under the LEADER 2014 - 2020 Programme €6,903,124 has been allocated to the County 
Meath sub-regional area and €6,101,862 has been allocated to the County Louth sub-regional 
area. Figure in tables above includes all funding paid from March 2016 to 30 June 2017 relat-
ing to the delivery of the LEADER 2007 - 2013 Programme and the LEADER 2014 – 2020 
Programme. These payments included Animation and Administration funding for the LEADER 
2014 - 2020 Programme, Preparatory Support for developing the Local Development Strate-
gies in the sub-regional area for the LEADER 2014 - 2020 LEADER Programme, Transitional 
Administration funding paid to facilitate their transition from the LEADER 2007 - 2013 Pro-
gramme to the LEADER 2014 - 2020 LEADER Programme and project payments made relat-
ing to the LEADER 2007 –-2013 Programme.

13/07/2017WRW04700Community First Responders Network
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13/07/2017WRW04800464. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to examine rolling out a scheme whereby community groups can apply 
for grant assistance to provide community defibrillators. [34118/17]

13/07/2017WRW04900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department does not currently administer a specific grant aid scheme to sup-
port the purchase of community defibrillators. However under the Emergency First Response 
Support measure of the CLÁR programme this year, community groups could apply for fund-
ing to support the purchase of defibrillators in the context of an emergency first response effort. 
Applicants were required to provide evidence that they were a recognised part of an overall 
emergency response effort supported by the HSE or An Garda Síochána.    A total of €1.21 mil-
lion was approved to a range of organisations under the Emergency First Response measure of 
the CLÁR programme and the approvals included funding for defibrillators in some cases. Full 
details of the organisations funded under this measure can be found on my Department’s web-
site at http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/app/uploads/2017/02/clar_measure_4_approvals.pdf.

The Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government also launched 
a new Community Facilities Scheme last March as part of the Action Plan for Rural Develop-
ment.  This is a small-scale capital grants scheme aimed at disadvantaged rural and urban areas.  
While the scheme does not specifically support the purchase of community defibrillators, ap-
plications for funding such projects may be deemed eligible, subject to various criteria and on a 
case-by-case basis.  The closing date for receipt of applications under the scheme for this year 
was 30 June 2017.  Further information on the Community Facilities Scheme can be found at 
http://www.housing.gov.ie/community/local-and-community-development/communities-facili-
ties-scheme.

I anticipate that both the CLÁR programme and the Community Facilities Scheme will 
transfer shortly to the new Department of Rural and Community Development under the remit 
of Minister Michael Ring.

13/07/2017WRW05000Departmental Functions

13/07/2017WRW05100465. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the functions, schemes and responsibilities it is proposed to be transferred to 
the Department of Community and Rural Affairs from her Department; the proposed budget al-
location transferring with each; the amount in this regard spent to date in 2017; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34151/17]

13/07/2017WRW05200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to Parliamentary Question No. 318 of 4th July last.

In his speech to Dáil Éireann on 14th June 2017, An Taoiseach announced the establishment 
of a new Department of State for Community and Rural Development, to be led by Minister 
Michael Ring T.D.  

The functions to transfer from my Department to the new Department will be outlined in a 
Transfer of Functions Order which is being prepared at present.  Functions will also transfer to 
the new Department from the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment.  The financial allocations transferring to the new Department will be determined when 
the transfer of functions order is finalised, and will be published in due course.
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13/07/2017WRW05300Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRW05400466. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount of the capital funding brought forward to 2017 that has been spent 
to date in 2017, by subhead; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34152/17]

13/07/2017WRW05500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Public Financial Procedures provide that a maximum of up to 10% of the capital 
envelope of a Vote may be carried over by way of ‘deferred surrender’ to the following year 
for spending in that year on priority capital programmes. Provision is made in the Revised Es-
timates Volume for the capital carryover amount by subhead and in a Ministerial Order to be 
made by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform before 31 March in the year of car-
ryover. The total amount carried over by my Department from 2016 into 2017 is €13,548,000.  
Since the making of the relevant Order by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on 
the 6th   of March 2017, expenditure totalling €3,600,000 has been incurred against the total 
carryover as follows:

Subhead Subhead Detail Amount carried over 
€000

Expenditure to date 
€000

A.7 Cultural Infrastruc-
ture and Develop-
ment

6,548 521

A.15 Decade of Centena-
ries 1912-1922

5,000 1,079

B.5 Natural Heritage 
(National Parks and 
Wildlife Service)

2,000 2,000

Total 13,548 3,600

13/07/2017WRW05600Scéim na mBóithre Pobail

13/07/2017WRW05700467. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, 
Gnóthaí Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an ndéanfaidh sí maoiniú éigeandála a sholáthar 
le cóiriú a dhéanamh ar bhóithre portaigh sna bailte fearainn seo a leanas, Srath na Bruaí, 
Slíothán, Mám an tSean Tí agus Loch na nGrianán i nGaoth Dobhair, a ndearna tuilte damáiste 
dóibh le gairid, á chur i gcuntas go bhfuil corradh le 100 teaghlach nach bhfuil ar a gcumas 
móin a thabhairt abhaile de bharr staid na mbóithre; cad iad na pleananna atá aici le feabhas a 
chur ar na bóithre i mBaile na Finne a ndearnadh damáiste dóibh sna tuilte le gairid; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [34296/17]

13/07/2017WRW05800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Joe McHugh): Tá Scéim na mBóithre Portaigh faoina mbíodh cúnamh airgid 
ar fáil chun athchóiriú a dhéanamh ar bhóithre portaigh ar fionraí le tamall de bhlianta anuas.  
Mar a tugadh le fios sna freagraí ar Cheisteanna Dála (Uimhir 382 & 383) ar 30 Bealtaine 2017 
agus ar Cheist Dála (Uimhir 993) ar 20 Meitheamh 2017, i  s i gcomhthéacs fhorfheidhmiú na 
Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030, atá luaite mar sprioc faoi leith i gClár an Rialtais 
Rannpháirtíochta, a dhéanfaí aon chinneadh maidir le hathmhúscailt na scéime. 

13/07/2017WRW05900CLÁR Programme
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13/07/2017WRW06000468. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the reason the results from the 2011 census were not included in the method-
ology employed for the 2016 and 2017 CLÁR application programmes; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34428/17]

13/07/2017WRW06100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heath-
er Humphreys): The CLÁR programme (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) was originally 
launched in October 2001 to provide for targeted investment in disadvantaged rural areas.  The 
areas originally selected for inclusion in the programme were those which suffered the greatest 
population decline from 1926 to 1996 (with the exception of the Cooley Peninsula which was 
included on the basis of the serious difficulties caused in that area by Foot and Mouth disease). 
The average population loss in the original CLÁR regions over the period 1926 to 1996 was 
50%.   In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by the National Institute for 
Spatial Analysis (NIRSA) in Maynooth University and the programme was extended to include 
areas with an average population loss of 35% per county between 1926 and 2002. Parts of five 
counties were added (Carlow, Kilkenny, Laois, Offaly, Wicklow), increasing the total number 
of counties covered by the programme at that stage from 18 to 23.  

The CLÁR programme was effectively closed to new applicants from 2010.  However, the 
Government re-launched the programme in the second half of 2016. 

The analysis which is required to assess, and potentially amend, the designation of CLÁR 
areas is time-consuming and significant. Given that the 2016 Census had taken place in April 
of last year, and the fact that detailed information in respect of that Census was expected to 
be available by mid-2017, it would not have been an effective or efficient use of resources to 
commence an analysis of the 2011 data for CLÁR purposes towards the end of 2016.  To do 
so would also have delayed the roll-out of the programme and would have prevented over 800 
projects benefitting from funding in the last 12 months.

However, it is my intention to review the CLÁR areas later this year, based on detailed 2016 
Census small area data which is expected to be available shortly.

13/07/2017WRX00200Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRX00300469. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs to set out the cost of introducing a minimum wage of €15 an hour for all 
employees under the aegis of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34608/17]

13/07/2017WRX00400470. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs to set out the cost to introduce a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all 
full-time employees under the aegis of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34609/17]

13/07/2017WRX00500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 469 and 470 together.

I am advised that the estimated cost of introducing an hourly wage of €15 for all employees 
both directly in my Department and in agencies under its aegis would be in the order of €2.15 
m.  I am advised further that the cost of introducing a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for 
all full time employees in my Department and in agencies under its aegis would be in the order 
of €1.4 m.
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13/07/2017WRX00700Arts Council Funding

13/07/2017WRX00800471. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if her Department will be supporting the Arts Council to move to a longer-term 
funding model for smaller arts organisations, as recently discussed in the media. [34639/17]

13/07/2017WRX00900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I understand that the Deputy may be referring to the new funding framework 
(Making Great Art Work Funding Framework) as recently announced by the Arts Council.

The strategic context for the Arts Council’s support of arts participation and all other art-
forms and areas of arts practice is set out in Making Great Art Work: Arts Council Strategy 
(2016 –2025).  A key commitment in the Council’s Three-Year Plan 2017–2019 was to review 
its funding programmes, schemes and initiatives under its Making Great Art Work priorities.  
Such a review would assist the Council in how it invests in art and arts practice in a more effec-
tive way.  It would also help streamline the supports available to artists and to arts organisations, 
and simplify and clarify the application, assessment and decision-making processes operated by 
the Council.  The Making Great Art Work Funding Framework was the outcome of this review. 
Further details of the funding framework can be accessed on the Arts Council’s website at the 
following link: http://www.artscouncil.ie/Funding/Funding-Framework/.

I will continue to support the Arts Council, as set out in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government, which contained a commitment to work to progressively increase funding to the 
arts, including the Arts Council and the Irish Film Board, as the economy continues to improve. 
To this effect in Budget 2017, I secured significant additional funding for the Arts Council.  The 
increase in the Arts Council’s allocation in 2017 is €5 million, or 8%. This will assist the Coun-
cil greatly in implementing its 10-year strategy Making Great Art Work (2016-2025) including 
under its new funding framework.

13/07/2017WRX01000Special Educational Needs

13/07/2017WRX01100472. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health to outline the 
progress over the past 14 months by his Department in accelerating early assessment and inter-
vention for children with special needs. [34048/17]

13/07/2017WRX01200721. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health to outline the 
progress over the past 14 months by his Department in accelerating early assessment and inter-
vention for children with special needs. [34046/17]

13/07/2017WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 472 and 721 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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13/07/2017WRX01400Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRX01500473. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health to set out the amount of funding 
that his Department assigned in 2016 and to date in 2017 to the nurture programme. [34176/17]

13/07/2017WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRX01700Programme for Government Implementation

13/07/2017WRX01800474. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health to set out the status of 
the commitments in the programme for Government relating to improving the lives of persons 
with disabilities. [29820/17]

13/07/2017WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a number of commitments in relation to improving the lives 
of persons with disabilities. These commitments include supporting people with disabilities 
to maximise their potential, removing barriers which impact on access to services, education, 
work or health-care and providing supports at key transition points in their lives. The Pro-
gramme for Government also recognises that persons with disabilities should have more control 
in accessing services and giving them greater independence and choice to better fit their needs.

The Programme for Government is just one component of the wider Government policy in 
supporting persons with disabilities and cannot be looked at in isolation and the House will be 
aware of the forthcoming National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021, which will form a 
key part of driving Government policy in this area. The aim of the Strategy is to significantly 
improve the lives of people with disabilities in a practical sense, and also in creating the best 
possible opportunities to allow them to fulfil their potential.

The Strategy is an all of Government approach and is broadly based around eight key 
themes including ensuring equality and choice, the provision of services, accommodation, 
health, employment, transport and education.  As Chair of the National Disability Inclusion 
Strategy Steering Group, I have driven the preparation of the Strategy, including an extensive 
consultation process, and its recent finalisation, and I am pleased to inform the House that it is 
to be launched tomorrow.

I can assure the House that the Government’s commitments to improving the lives of per-
sons with disability will not end with the publication of the Strategy, and I am committed to 
ensuring that the Strategy results in real and concrete change for the better for children and 
adults with disabilities.

As it is not possible to compile the updates on each health-related disability action in the 
Programme for Government in the time available, I will revert to the Deputy with the informa-
tion as soon as possible.

13/07/2017WRX02000Tobacco Control Measures

13/07/2017WRX02100475. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Ex-
ecutive will be reviewing its roll-your-own tobacco survey, which failed to mention that since 
May 2017 retailers can only sell a minimum 30g pack of RYO and this product is more expen-
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sive than a pack of cigarettes (details supplied); his views on whether this will likely lead to an 
increase in smuggled RYO product; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33594/17]

13/07/2017WRX02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The survey 
published by the Health Service Executive relates to the relative increase in consumption of 
roll-your-own tobacco up to 2014 which has also been identified by the Tax Strategy Group. 
Tobacco Free Ireland, the Report of the Tobacco Policy Review was endorsed by Government 
and published in 2013. It set a target for Ireland to be tobacco free (smoking prevalence <5%) 
by 2025. One of the recommendations in the report was to increase duty on roll-your-own to-
bacco products to reduce the differential in price between manufactured cigarettes and other 
tobacco products. In Budgets 2013 and 2015 the rate of duty applying to roll-your-own tobacco 
was increased proportionally more than for manufactured cigarettes, however, substantial dif-
ferential still remains.

In Budget 2017 (11 October 2016) the rate of duty applying to manufactured cigarettes was 
set at €288.22 per 1000 cigarettes plus 9.52% of the retail price or a minimum tax of €325.11 
per 1000 cigarettes. The rate of duty for roll-your–own tobacco was set at €310.189 per kilo-
gram.  A kilogram of roll-your-own tobacco would be expected to yield a minimum of 1,320 
cigarettes, hence the approximate rate of duty applying to 1000 roll-your-own cigarettes is 
€234.992, still substantially less that the rate of duty applying to manufactured cigarettes.

I am informed by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners (‘Revenue’) that while the 
minimum size of a roll-your-own packet that can be purchased has increased, the price per kilo 
to the consumer is not affected and it is not clear if the change will lead to increased demand 
for illicit supplies.  Ireland, like all countries with high tobacco prices is an attractive target for 
smuggling.  The priority for dealing with the smuggling of illicit tobacco products continues to 
be the effectiveness of enforcement action by Revenue.  Such action includes risk analysis and 
screening of cargo and postal products, cooperation at national and international level and ef-
fective use of detection technologies.  Revenue also targets the illicit trade at post-importation 
level by carrying out intelligence-based operations and random checks at retail outlets, markets 
and private and commercial premises.  The Government has also ensured through the Finance 
Acts over recent years that Revenue has the statutory powers necessary for undertaking its im-
portant work against the illegal tobacco trade, including enhanced powers of search and inspec-
tion for illicit products.  I am assured by Revenue that action against illegal activity involving 
tobacco products will continue to be a high priority.

13/07/2017WRX02300Hospital Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRX02400476. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when surgery will be scheduled for 
a person (details supplied). [33595/17]

13/07/2017WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. The HSE has advised that clarification with regard to details supplied 
will be required in order to pursue this further.

13/07/2017WRX02600Disability Services Provision

13/07/2017WRX02700477. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health to outline his plans to deal with 
high-dependency patients or persons with complex medical needs for respite care (details sup-
plied). [33596/17]

13/07/2017WRX02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRX02900Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRX03000478. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment can be ar-
ranged for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33600/17]

13/07/2017WRX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRX03200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRX03300479. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33604/17]

13/07/2017WRX03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRX03500Hospital Beds Data

13/07/2017WRX03600480. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of inpatient 
beds and procedure beds in Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown. [33605/17]

13/07/2017WRX03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRX03800Hospital Procedures

13/07/2017WRX03900481. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out in tabular form the number 
of outpatient hospital cancellations and the procedures cancelled from 2009 to date for Con-
nolly Hospital, Blanchardstown. [33606/17]

13/07/2017WRX04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRX04100Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRX04200482. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of patients 
outsourced; the procedures for which the patients were outsourced; and the location to which 
patients were outsourced to from 2009 to present from Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown. 
[33607/17]

13/07/2017WRX04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRX04400Hospital Beds Data

13/07/2017WRX04500483. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of persons on 
trollies from 2009 to date in Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown. [33608/17]

13/07/2017WRX04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.
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13/07/2017WRX04700Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRX04800484. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out the waiting times for each 
hospital department from 2009 to present for Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown. [33609/17]

13/07/2017WRX04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRX05000Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRX05100485. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of emergency 
department attendances from 2009 to date for Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown. [33610/17]

13/07/2017WRX05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRX05300Hospital Groups

13/07/2017WRX05400486. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out the capital spend for Con-
nolly Hospital, Blanchardstown from 2009 to date. [33611/17]

13/07/2017WRX05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRX05600Hospitals Expenditure

13/07/2017WRX05700487. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out the operational spend at 
Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown from 2009 to date. [33612/17]

13/07/2017WRX05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRX05900Hospitals Expenditure

13/07/2017WRX06000488. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health to set out the total agency staff 
spend at Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown from 2009 to date. [33613/17]

13/07/2017WRX06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY00200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRY00300489. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of outpatient appoint-
ments before cancellations at Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown from 2009 to date. [33614/17]

13/07/2017WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.
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13/07/2017WRY00500Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRY00600490. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the did-not-attend rate in percent-
ages per year at Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown from 2009 to date. [33615/17]

13/07/2017WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY00800Hospitals Policy

13/07/2017WRY00900491. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if Connolly hospital, Blanchard-
stown implements the SDU and HSE guidelines for did not attend. [33616/17]

13/07/2017WRY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY01100Hospital Appointments Administration

13/07/2017WRY01200492. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if Connolly hospital, Blanchard-
stown operates or plans to operate a text alert to persons in advance of outpatient department 
appointments. [33617/17]

13/07/2017WRY01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY01400Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRY01500493. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of theatres and the num-
ber operational at Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown from 2009 to date. [33618/17]

13/07/2017WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY01700Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRY01800494. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the percentage of persons attending 
the emergency department aged between 18 and 30, 31 and 45, 46 and 60 and aged 61 and above 
at Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown; and the reason for attending the department by each of 
these age groups at Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown from 2009 to present. [33619/17]

13/07/2017WRY01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY02000Hospital Staff Data

13/07/2017WRY02100495. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of staff at Connolly 
hospital, Blanchardstown in each of the years 2004 to date. [33621/17]
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13/07/2017WRY02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY02300Hospital Staff Data

13/07/2017WRY02400496. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses at Connolly 
hospital, Blanchardstown in each of the years 2004 to date. [33622/17]

13/07/2017WRY02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY02600Hospital Beds Data

13/07/2017WRY02700497. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of beds at Connolly 
hospital, Blanchardstown in each of the years 2004 to date. [33623/17]

13/07/2017WRY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY02900Hospital Accommodation Provision

13/07/2017WRY03000498. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of times the full capac-
ity protocol has been deployed at Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown from 2012 to date; the 
process for implementing this protocol at the hospital; and the effect on wider services at the 
hospital when it was deployed. [33624/17]

13/07/2017WRY03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY03200Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRY03300499. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of persons whose elec-
tive surgery was cancelled or rescheduled more than once in 2016 and to date in 2017 at Con-
nolly hospital, Blanchardstown; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33625/17]

13/07/2017WRY03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRY03500Hospitals Policy

13/07/2017WRY03600500. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the policy or procedures in place in 
the accident and emergency department of Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown when an adult, 
adolescent or child, respectively, presents with suicidal ideation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33626/17]

13/07/2017WRY03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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13/07/2017WRY03800Hospital Staff Data

13/07/2017WRY03900501. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of suicide crisis as-
sessment nurses in Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33627/17]

13/07/2017WRY04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRY04100Hospital Staff Data

13/07/2017WRY04200502. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the psychiatric and mental health 
services and facilities currently available at the Connolly hospital, Blanchardstown; the number 
of consultants, specialists and nurses working in these services and facilities; the role of each; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33628/17]

13/07/2017WRY04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRY04400Disability Services Funding

13/07/2017WRY04500503. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the frustrations and difficulties of section 39 disability organisations aligned with sec-
tion 38 State employees that endured austerity measure cuts and are now facing pay restoration 
out of their current resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31348/17]

13/07/2017WRY04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Section 39 organisations are not encom-
passed by the Public Service Stability Agreements and are therefore not obliged to pass on any 
pay reductions to their staff members or to provide for any pay restoration that may be negoti-
ated as part of these public service agreements.  Neither the HSE nor the Department of Health 
have any role in determining the pay rates or terms and conditions of Section 39 staff.  It is a 
matter for Section 39 organisations to negotiate salaries with their staff as part of their employ-
ment relationship and within the overall funding available for the delivery of agreed services.

13/07/2017WRY04700Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRY04800504. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) can 
be called for #surgery. [33632/17]

13/07/2017WRY04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 
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13/07/2017WRY05000Health Services Staff

13/07/2017WRY05100505. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health if a full time contract will be 
allocated to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33636/17]

13/07/2017WRY05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRY05300Disability Services Provision

13/07/2017WRY05400506. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a request for full-
time residential care for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33641/17]

13/07/2017WRY05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRY05600Hospital Acquired Infections

13/07/2017WRY05700507. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the infection rates at St James’s 
Hospital for the period 2005 to 2010. [33645/17]

13/07/2017WRY05800508. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the infection rates at the Mater 
Hospital for the period 2005 to 2010. [33646/17]

13/07/2017WRY05900509. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the infection rates at Tallaght 
General Hospital for the period 2005 to 2010. [33647/17]

13/07/2017WRY06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 507 to 509, 
inclusive, together.

In relation to the queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRZ00300Home Care Packages Provision

13/07/2017WRZ00400510. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the home care pack-
age application for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33648/17]

13/07/2017WRZ00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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13/07/2017WRZ00600Drugs Payment Scheme

13/07/2017WRZ00700511. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for a 
drugs payment scheme card for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33649/17]

13/07/2017WRZ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRZ00900Hospitals Capital Programme

13/07/2017WRZ01000512. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the capital submission that has 
been finalised by University Hospital Kerry in respect of a dedicated obstetric theatre is sanc-
tioned for approval and escalation to the acute hospitals division as a matter of urgency in order 
for consideration of funding by the national estates; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [33653/17]

13/07/2017WRZ01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRZ01200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRZ01300513. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33692/17]

13/07/2017WRZ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,   has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRZ01500Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRZ01600514. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) will be given an urgent appointment to have a surgical procedure performed in St James’s 
Hospital. [33696/17]

13/07/2017WRZ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRZ01800Medicinal Products

13/07/2017WRZ01900515. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to address an is-
sue (details supplied) in relation to changes of the blister packs available to older persons in 
pharmacies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33697/17]

13/07/2017WRZ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRZ02100HSE Expenditure

13/07/2017WRZ02200516. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the procedure in place if a HSE 
funded charity service provider underspends on its allocated HSE funding within a set time 
period for example yearly funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33698/17]

13/07/2017WRZ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, your question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRZ02400Mental Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WRZ02500517. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding provided to 
a youth mental health charity (details supplied) over the past five years respectively, in tabular 
form; the amount of this money that was spent by the charity each year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33699/17]

13/07/2017WRZ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRZ02700Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRZ02800518. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the terms of use for HSE funding 
to a youth mental health charity (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33700/17]

13/07/2017WRZ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRZ03000Mental Health Policy
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13/07/2017WRZ03100519. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the strategic plans and targets his 
Department has for children and youth mental health services for the remainder of 2017 and for 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33701/17]

13/07/2017WRZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The information 
sought by the Deputy in respect of the current year is reflected in the HSE Service Plan 2017, 
which can be found by visiting http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/publications/serviceplans/Ser-
vice-Plan-2017/2017-National-Service-Plan.pdf. 

The position in relation to 2018 will be considered in the context of finalising the HSE Ser-
vice Plan for next year.

13/07/2017WRZ03300Mental Health Services

13/07/2017WRZ03400520. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for the CAMHS 
service in Cherry Orchard hospital in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and from January to June 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33702/17]

13/07/2017WRZ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRZ03600Nursing Staff Data

13/07/2017WRZ03700521. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatric nurses, 
broken down by hospital, who have been employed by the HSE since 2012; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33703/17]

13/07/2017WRZ03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRZ03900Hospital Staff Data

13/07/2017WRZ04000522. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatrists, broken 
down by hospital, that have been employed by the HSE since 2012, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33704/17]

13/07/2017WRZ04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRZ04200Hospital Staff Data

13/07/2017WRZ04300523. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of psychologists, bro-
ken down by hospital, that have been employed by the HSE since 2012, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33705/17]

13/07/2017WRZ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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13/07/2017WRZ04500Mobility Allowance

13/07/2017WRZ04600524. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if there is grant aid available for 
the purchase of a mobility scooter. [33717/17]

13/07/2017WRZ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

  Question No. 525 withdrawn.

13/07/2017WRZ04800Home Help Service Data

13/07/2017WRZ04900526. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the funding for home help in coun-
ties Laois and Offaly over each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33726/17]

13/07/2017WRZ05000527. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who are 
awaiting a home help package in counties Laois and Offaly; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33727/17]

13/07/2017WRZ05100528. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the amount of home help hours 
granted in Laois and Offaly over each of the past ten years; the number of persons who have 
availed of home help hours in these counties for each of the past ten years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33728/17]

13/07/2017WRZ05200532. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reasons home help hours have 
been cut by 27% in counties Laois and Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33732/17]

13/07/2017WRZ05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 526 to 528, inclusive, and 532 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

13/07/2017WRZ05600Orthodontic Services Provision

13/07/2017WRZ05700529. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason the orthodontic service 
in Tullamore is without staff with no relief cover put in place to cover staff leave; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33729/17]

13/07/2017WRZ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRAA00200Orthodontic Services Data

13/07/2017WRAA00300530. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for child and 
adult orthodontic services in counties Laois and Offaly; the number of persons on each wait-
ing list; the number of persons waiting six months, one year, 18 months, two years or over two 
years for treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33730/17]
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13/07/2017WRAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRAA00500Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRAA00600531. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the way in which he intends to 
address the waiting times for orthodontic treatment in counties Laois and Offaly; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33731/17]

13/07/2017WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

Question No. 532 answered with Question No. 526.

13/07/2017WRAA00900Respite Care Services Data

13/07/2017WRAA01000533. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that are 
waiting for respite services in counties Laois and Offaly; the number of persons waiting six 
months, one year, 18 months, two years or two years or more; his plans to address waiting 
times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33733/17]

13/07/2017WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRAA01200Health Services Staff Recruitment

13/07/2017WRAA01300534. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the HSE midlands area has sub-
mitted a request for additional staff in the area of occupational therapy; if this request will be 
approved by his Department; the timeframe for a decision on this matter; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33734/17]

13/07/2017WRAA01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRAA01500Occupational Therapy

13/07/2017WRAA01600535. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
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No. 373 of 27 June 2017, the number of additional staff that have been requested by the HSE 
midlands area to address the waiting lists in occupational therapy; the costs of providing the 
posts requested; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33735/17]

13/07/2017WRAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRAA01800HSE Staff Data

13/07/2017WRAA01900536. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of applications for 
additional staff made by the HSE midlands area over each of the past ten years; the number of 
posts sought by grade and division; the number of posts that were approved by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33736/17]

13/07/2017WRAA02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter. 

13/07/2017WRAA02100Addiction Treatment Services

13/07/2017WRAA02200537. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to make provision 
for gambling addiction in the next HSE service plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33738/17]

13/07/2017WRAA02300766. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE funded 
beds there are allocated for gambling addiction as a primary addiction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34222/17]

13/07/2017WRAA02400768. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he has met with the pri-
vate health insurance providers to discuss with them extending cover for gambling addiction; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34224/17]

13/07/2017WRAA02500770. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to make provision 
for gambling addiction in the next HSE service plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34227/17]

13/07/2017WRAA02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 537, 766, 768 and 770 together.

People who present to the HSE for addiction treatment for gambling are offered the same 
range of interventions as those who present with a drug and alcohol addiction, or a mental 
health concern, including an initial assessment, a comprehensive assessment, and individual 
counselling.  Counselling and rehabilitation services provide care to those presenting with a 
gambling addiction through one to one counselling, financial advice and onward referral to 
other services and supports where appropriate, such as Gamblers Anonymous.

The HSE provides funding to a number of voluntary sector providers who, in addition to 
treating drug and alcohol addictions, also treat gambling addiction.  However, it is not possible 
to identify the number of HSE funded beds that are allocated specifically for the treatment of 
gambling addiction.  According to the National Drug Treatment Reporting System, 208 cases 
were treated for gambling in Ireland in 2015, the latest year for which data is available.
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These addiction services are already covered in the HSE’s 2017 service plan as part of pri-
mary care.

I am informed by the Minister for Justice and Equality that his department will proceed with 
gambling legislation at the earliest opportunity.  The preparation of a Gambling Control Bill 
continues on that basis.  However, it should be acknowledged that it will require some signifi-
cant updating to take account of developments since 2013.  The preparation of legislation will 
be a major and complex undertaking.

In relation to private health insurance providers, under the Minimum Benefit Regulations, 
1996, all health insurance products that provide cover for in-patient hospital treatment must 
provide a certain minimum level of benefits.  The key purpose of the Regulations is to ensure 
the continued availability of the type of broad hospital cover traditionally held as a minimum by 
the insured population and to ensure that individuals do not significantly under-insure.

Insurers are free to design and sell private health insurance plans, providing the plans com-
ply with the minimum benefits regulations.  The Minister has no role to play in commercial de-
cisions taken by health insurers when determining whether to provide cover for any particular 
procedure or treatment, beyond those specified in the regulations.

13/07/2017WRAA02700Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRAA02800538. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitals that 
have on site laundries; the number of hospitals that have outsourced laundries since 2010; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33752/17]

13/07/2017WRAA02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRAA03000Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRAA03100539. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the cost of in house laundries 
per hospital, in tabular form; the cost of outsourcing laundries per hospital, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33753/17]

13/07/2017WRAA03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRAA03300Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRAA03400540. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the HSE’s plans to invest and 
upgrade the boiler house and the laundry at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda, in view 
of the near completion of the extension at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33754/17]

13/07/2017WRAA03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRAA03600General Medical Services Scheme
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13/07/2017WRAA03700541. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding general 
practitioners visiting patients on their medical card list in their homes in circumstances in which 
the person is seriously ill or unable to physically get to the health centre due to a disability; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33791/17]

13/07/2017WRAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the General Medical Services (GMS) 
contract, GPs must be available to provide services in their practice premises or by way of 
domiciliary visits, as appropriate, for their medical card and GP visit card patients, for 40 hours 
each week.  They must also make arrangements to enable contact to be made with them, or a lo-
cum/deputy, for urgent cases outside of these hours.  It is a matter for the GP to decide whether 
it is appropriate to see the patient in his/her surgery or in the patient’s home based on the clinical 
need, social and other circumstances in any particular case.

13/07/2017WRAA03900Drug Rehabilitation Clinics

13/07/2017WRAA04000542. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of residential places 
that exist for persons seeking to come off drugs and alcohol; the location of each; the number 
which are private and public; the number which are for drugs rehabilitation; the number which 
are for alcohol rehabilitation; the number for dual diagnosis; and the number for men and 
women, respectively. [33793/17]

13/07/2017WRAA04100545. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the amount of money that is 
spent on the provision of methadone; the number of persons in receipt of methadone currently; 
the number of persons annually that are engaged with methadone programmes that become 
drug free including methadone free on an annual basis; the amount of money which is spent 
on the provision of methadone in the prison service; and the number of persons in receipt of 
methadone in the Prison Service. [33806/17]

13/07/2017WRAA04200546. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of detox beds that 
exist for persons seeking to come off drugs and alcohol; the location of each; the number which 
are private and public; the number which are for drugs detox and alcohol detox; the number for 
dual diagnosis; and the number for men and women. [33807/17]

13/07/2017WRAA04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 542, 545 
and 546 together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRAA04400National Drugs Strategy

13/07/2017WRAA04500543. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the drug prevention programmes 
currently being rolled out in each county; the budgets of each; and the number of persons each 
engage with. [33803/17]

13/07/2017WRAA04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The overall 
objective of the National Drugs Strategy is to tackle the harm caused to individuals and society 
by the misuse of drugs through a concerted focus on the five pillars of supply reduction, preven-
tion, treatment, rehabilitation and research.  Periodic reviews of progress across the five pillars 
of the Strategy are carried out through the Oversight Forum on Drugs, which is chaired by the 
Minister with responsibility for the National Drugs Strategy.
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Prevention and Education programmes constitute a significant part of the Government’s 
response to the drug problem, particularly among young persons.  Substance use education in 
schools is provided in the context of Social Personal and Health Education.  The Department of 
Education and Skills’s Inspectorate continues to monitor the effectiveness of the implementa-
tion of substance use policies in schools through the whole-school evaluation process and the 
inspectorate system.  Local and Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Forces operate a range of 
education and prevention programmes, which aim to promote healthier lifestyle choices among 
young people and other vulnerable groups at risk of problem drug use.  In addition, young 
people at risk of drug misuse can access diversionary programmes, facilities and services and 
family support.

My Department does not routinely collect the information sought by the Deputy.  However, 
in line with the National Drugs Strategy, departments and agencies report on their annual ex-
penditure attributable to drugs programmes to the Oversight Forum on Drugs.  Details of the 
expenditure from 2011 to 2015, as well as the allocation for 2016, is outlined in the table below.

Expenditure and Allocations attributable to Drugs Programmes

Department/
Agency

 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Expenditure €m Expendi-

ture €m
Expenditure 
€m

Expenditure €m Expenditure €m Allocation €m

HSE Addiction 
Services

92.878 89.368 90.392 86.122 90.994 89.894

HSE Drugs 
Task Force 
Projects

21.57 22.592 22.924

An Garda 
Síochána

45.014 45.85 44.00 43.00 43.000 45.000

Department of 
Children and 
Youth Affairs

24.987 22.73 20.31 19.548 19.548 20.037

Department 
of Justice & 
Equality

18.681 18.58 18.553 18.762 19.363 21.572

Revenue’s 
Customs 
Service

15.47 14.241 14.624 16.235 17.445 18.500

Department of 
Social Protec-
tion (previ-
ously FÁS 
areas)

15.634 11.859 13.434 14.063 13.900 14.167

Department of 
Health

33.554 32.376 30.524 8.28 7.323 6.995

Irish Prison 
Service

5.20 5.00 4.50 4.20 4.24 4.44

Department of 
Education and 
Skills

0.411 0.815 0.81 0.748 0.758 0.748

Department of 
Environment, 
Community & 
Local Govern-
ment

0.4 0.2 0 0 0 0

Total 252.229 241.019 237.147 232.528 239.147 244.272
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13/07/2017WRAA04700Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRAA04800544. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if transport can be provided 
for a person (details supplied) in County Cork who will be attending an adult day service com-
mencing in September 2017. [33805/17]

13/07/2017WRAA04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The provision of transport to adults with a disability attending HSE-funded day services is 
not a core health service, and the HSE endeavours to ensure that all service users access public 
transport, including rural transport services, if possible.  This is in keeping with the principle 
of mainstreaming with a clear focus on ensuring persons with a disability have access to the 
normal range of services and participate in community life as far as possible.  In general, day 
service users are in receipt of disability allowance and are automatically entitled to the Free 
Travel Pass, so there should be no additional cost burden at an individual level.

When a person cannot avail of a day service because they do not have transport to attend, 
some transport is provided by disability service providers on a case by case basis and as this 
relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive for direct reply.

Questions Nos. 545 and 546 answered with Question No. 542.

13/07/2017WRAA05200HSE Staff Data

13/07/2017WRAA05300547. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of additional 114 
assistant psychology posts to deliver rapid access low intensity psychological interventions for 
young persons that are now in place. [33808/17]

13/07/2017WRAA05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRAA05500HSE Staff Data

13/07/2017WRAA05600548. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of the 20 staff grade 
psychology posts for services for children in geographical areas in which there are inadequate 
numbers of posts in place that have now been filled. [33809/17]

13/07/2017WRAA05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRAA05800Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRAA05900549. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if a computerised cognitive be-
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havioural therapy programme for young persons has now been provided. [33810/17]

13/07/2017WRAA06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRBB00200Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRBB00300550. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of 
the posts from the 2015 €35 million funding for mental health; the number of posts this alloca-
tion supports; the number that have been filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33811/17]

13/07/2017WRBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB00500Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRBB00600551. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of 
the posts from the 2016 €35 million funding for mental health; the number of posts this alloca-
tion supports; the number which have been filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33812/17]

13/07/2017WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB00800Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRBB00900552. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of 
the posts from the 2017 €15 million funding for mental health; the number of posts this alloca-
tion supports; the number which have been filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33813/17]

13/07/2017WRBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB01100Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRBB01200553. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for a child and adolescent mental health service appointment in each LHO; and the number 
waiting zero to three months, three to six months, six to nine months, nine to 12 months and 
more than 12 months. [33814/17]

13/07/2017WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB01400Mental Health Services Funding
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13/07/2017WRBB01500554. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his estimate of the additional re-
sources required to provide the funding necessary for the staffing requirements under A Vision 
for Change, taking into account demographic changes. [33815/17]

13/07/2017WRBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): A Vision For Change, 
our national Mental Health Policy, was introduced in 2006. Among its recommendations were 
that approximately 10,650 Mental Health Whole Time Equivalents were required to fully im-
plement the policy.  The recommendations of A Vision for Change were based on the population 
figures of the 2002 census (3.9 million) and the total recommended staffing was 10,647. The 
2016 population is 4.7 million, and the requirements for staffing should be adjusted to 12,760 
for 2016 and a further 1.4% for 2017 totalling 12,778.

As of April 2017, the HSE Mental Health Division have 9,815 Mental Health Whole Time 
Equivalents. In addition, there are a further 1000 indirect Whole Time Equivalents staff pro-
viding services. There are also approximately 300 being recruited, with more than 700 posts 
approved and in development from Programme for Government funding. 

The figure of 9,815 Mental Health Whole Time Equivalents, comparable to the 12,778 posts 
as outlined in adjusted A Vision for Change recommended figures, indicates a gap of 2,963. Us-
ing an average figure of €66,000 per Whole Time Equivalent, the additional resources required 
to fill the gap would be €195.6 million per annum.

Since 2012, around €115 million has been added to the HSE Mental Health Budget, which 
totalled €826 million in 2016. Budget 2017 made allowance for an additional €35 million for 
services to be initiated in 2017. Recognising the time lag in new staff taking up posts and the 
completion of preparations for the introduction of these services, it is estimated that the revenue 
spend in 2017 associated with this increased allocation will be some €15 million.  There will 
also be a further additional spend of €9.5 million in mental health associated with increased pay 
rates.  With other minor adjustments, the total budget for mental health in 2017 will be €853.1 
million.

Recruitment to meet the needs of our mental health services is therefore underpinned by the 
increased Budget Allocations in the National Service Plans of recent years, which have pro-
gressed the implementation of A Vision For Change. A Vision for Change came to the end of its 
10-year term in 2016 and preparations for a review and updating of policy have been underway 
since early last year.  In September 2016, an external evidence and expert review was commis-
sioned from WRC Consultants as the first step in determining the parameters of a revision of 
A Vision for Change. This review was completed on 17 February 2017, and provides evidence 
to determine the policy direction for a revision of A Vision for Change, both in terms of inter-
national best practice and the experience of implementing A Vision for Change. An Oversight 
Committee will shortly be established to oversee the development of a new policy for mental 
health based on the outcome of the Expert Review.

13/07/2017WRBB01700Mental Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WRBB01800555. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of 
the €15 million in new funding for mental health in 2017; the additional or new services being 
provided in 2017; the funding provided to each; if he will provide a breakdown of the funding 
by CHO; and the additional posts being provided in each. [33816/17]

13/07/2017WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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13/07/2017WRBB02000Mental Health Services Staff

13/07/2017WRBB02100556. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of new whole-time-
equivalent positions the €15 million in new funding for mental health services in 2017 will 
provide; and the number of positions in various categories (details supplied). [33817/17]

13/07/2017WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB02300Suicide Prevention

13/07/2017WRBB02400557. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the evalua-
tions of all major activities conducted under the aegis of Connecting for Life; and if the find-
ings have been disseminated and lessons learned or shared with programme practitioners and 
partners on activities that may reduce suicidal behaviours. [33818/17]

13/07/2017WRBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRBB02600Suicide Prevention

13/07/2017WRBB02700558. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the National 
Office for Suicide Prevention’s development of an outcomes framework to align with Connect-
ing for Life. [33819/17]

13/07/2017WRBB02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB02900HSE Reports

13/07/2017WRBB03000559. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the report from 
national group on specialist perinatal mental health service design; the findings and recom-
mendations of the report; and the timeframe for the implementation of the recommendations. 
[33820/17]

13/07/2017WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, it has been referred to HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRBB03200Mental Health Policy

13/07/2017WRBB03300560. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the draft model of care for 
early intervention in psychosis has been approved; if so, the details; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33821/17]

13/07/2017WRBB03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRBB03500Mental Health Guidelines
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13/07/2017WRBB03600561. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the standard operating proce-
dure on cognitive behavioural therapy has been completed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33822/17]

13/07/2017WRBB03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB03800Mental Health Guidelines

13/07/2017WRBB03900562. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the standard operating proce-
dure on individual placement support is available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33823/17]

13/07/2017WRBB04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRBB04100Mental Health Services Staff

13/07/2017WRBB04200563. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of additional posts 
recruited and appointed to date in 2017 for the development of the DeafHear national service, 
in view of commitments made in the 2017 HSE Mental Health Division Operational Plan.  
[33824/17]

13/07/2017WRBB04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB04400Mental Health Policy

13/07/2017WRBB04500564. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the completion of 
the model of care for ADHD. [33825/17]

13/07/2017WRBB04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB04700Mental Health Policy

13/07/2017WRBB04800565. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the completion of 
the model of care for dual diagnosis. [33826/17]

13/07/2017WRBB04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRBB05000Mental Health Services

13/07/2017WRBB05100566. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the embedding of 
the existing ten Jigsaw sites to full capacity and the development of new sites in counties Cork, 
Dublin and Limerick. [33827/17]



13 July 2017

491

13/07/2017WRBB05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRBB05300Counselling Services Provision

13/07/2017WRBB05400567. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the cross-
divisional governance arrangements in place for the development of counselling services for 
persons under 18 years of age in primary care. [33828/17]

13/07/2017WRBB05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRBB05600Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRBB05700568. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the capacity expansion that 
has taken place in high-observation units in Galway, Limerick and Drogheda to date in 2017. 
[33829/17]

13/07/2017WRBB05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply, in respect of Mental Health 
Facilities.

13/07/2017WRBB05900Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRBB06000569. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the progress which has been 
made on the provision of high-observation units in counties Donegal and Kerry. [33830/17]

13/07/2017WRBB06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply, in respect of Mental Health 
Facilities.

13/07/2017WRCC00200Drug Rehabilitation Clinics

13/07/2017WRCC00300570. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if a model of care for special-
ist rehabilitation units has been agreed with regard to the development of high-dependency 
rehabilitation services for service users with severe illness and complex needs; if a cohort of 
population for specialist rehabilitation units has been identified; and if he will provide details 
of both.  [33831/17]

13/07/2017WRCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRCC00500Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRCC00600571. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of new Central 
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Mental Hospital beds for those admitted under section 21(2) of the Mental Health Act 2001 that 
have opened to date in 2017. [33832/17]

13/07/2017WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRCC00800Mental Health Services Staff

13/07/2017WRCC00900572. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of new staff ap-
pointed to date in 2017 to support the NFS. [33833/17]

13/07/2017WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply in respect of the National Fo-
rensic Mental Health Service (NFMHS).

13/07/2017WRCC01100Mental Health Services Staff

13/07/2017WRCC01200573. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on recruitment 
and establishment of a CAMHS community-based forensic mental health team. [33834/17]

13/07/2017WRCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRCC01400Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRCC01500574. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the way the provision of mental 
health services for persons experiencing homelessness has been expanded in 2017. [33835/17]

13/07/2017WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): An additional €2 mil-
lion was made available from the additional €35 million allocated for mental health services 
in 2016, to address the specific health needs of homeless persons in the Dublin region, with a 
particular focus on mental health needs.  A key requirement was that any mental health supports 
provided would be developed as part of an overall cohesive response to homelessness.  

This funding was transferred to the HSE in 2016 to mainly fund Supported Temporary, and 
Long Term Accommodation across 5 different providers (€1.5m million approximately), ex-
pansion of In-Reach services (primary care and mental health) to Supported Temporary Accom-
modation settings (€330,000 approximately) and the expansion of health input into the Housing 
First Scheme.  The €2 million provided in 2016 will continue to be provided in 2017 onwards 
to fund these additional services for homeless people with mental health and addiction needs.  

The HSE National Service Plan 2017 sets out a commitment to improve health outcomes for 
the most vulnerable in society, including the homeless.  Amongst the priority actions for 2017 
are to improve health outcomes for people experiencing or at risk of homelessness, particularly 
those with addiction and mental health needs, by providing key worker, case management, 
general practitioner (GP) and nursing services; and to implement the health actions set out in 
Rebuilding Ireland, Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, on a phased basis, in order to 
provide the most appropriate primary care and mental health services to those in homeless ser-
vices and improve their ability to sustain a normal tenancy.
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13/07/2017WRCC01700Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRCC01800575. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if an agreed ARI contract with 
each CHO on delivery of programme of education and capacity building to support develop-
ment of recovery-oriented services is now in place. [33836/17]

13/07/2017WRCC01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRCC02000Nursing Home Services

13/07/2017WRCC02100576. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if all financial assessments are 
now completed in accordance with legislative timeframes regarding the residential support ser-
vices maintenance and accommodation contributions long stay contributions in each CHO. 
[33837/17]

13/07/2017WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRCC02300Mental Health Policy

13/07/2017WRCC02400577. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the review 
of nationally funded mental health agencies; when it was completed; the recommendations and 
findings; the further action which now arises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33838/17]

13/07/2017WRCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRCC02600Mental Health Policy

13/07/2017WRCC02700578. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the survey of men-
tal health capital stock to scope future infrastructural needs of services; the key findings from 
the survey; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33839/17]

13/07/2017WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRCC02900Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRCC03000579. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of the 
care pathway for MHID patients within the Central Mental Hospital. [33840/17]

13/07/2017WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRCC03200Mental Health Services Provision
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13/07/2017WRCC03300580. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the initiatives being taken to 
address the significant shortage of clinical space from which community-based mental health 
services can be delivered and to refurbish existing approved centres. [33841/17]

13/07/2017WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRCC03500Drug Treatment Programmes Availability

13/07/2017WRCC03600581. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the services available in each 
county for teenagers who use drugs or who have a drug addiction. [33842/17]

13/07/2017WRCC03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRCC03800Assisted Human Reproduction Services Provision

13/07/2017WRCC03900582. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of the progress to-
wards providing financial support for IVF treatments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33843/17]

13/07/2017WRCC04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy may be aware, in February 
2016, the Health Research Board (HRB) was engaged to conduct a comprehensive review of 
international public funding models for assisted human reproduction (AHR).  The completed 
HRB evidence review was published simultaneously on the Department of Health’s and the 
HRB’s websites on Wednesday 15 March 2017.  

This evidence review examines the public funding mechanisms for AHR in different coun-
tries.  The review looks at the associated costs and benefits for the funder, provider and patient, 
the criteria for accessing the public funded service and the basis for these criteria in different 
jurisdictions.  The review does not indicate a recommendation or preference for a specific fund-
ing model; rather it outlines the pros and cons of such funding models, the different aspects of 
models in different jurisdictions, as well as the different rationales underpinning such funding 
models.  

The HRB evidence review will be analysed by officials in my Department in the context of 
considering policy options for a potential public funding model for AHR treatment.  It should 
be noted that, any funding model that might ultimately be introduced would need to operate 
within the broader regulatory framework relating to AHR.  

Work on the General Scheme of an AHR Bill is well-advanced in my Department and I con-
sider this and the development of policy on public funding for AHR treatment to be a priority 
for 2017.  

While IVF treatment is not currently provided by the Irish public health service, there is 
some support available in that patients who access IVF treatment privately may claim tax relief 
on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses scheme. In addition, a defined 
list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered under the High Tech Scheme 
administered by the HSE.  Medicines covered by the High Tech Scheme must be prescribed by 
a consultant/specialist and approved by the HSE ‘High Tech Liaison Officers’.  The cost of the 
medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under the Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme.  
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13/07/2017WRCC04100Assisted Human Reproduction

13/07/2017WRCC04200583. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of progress on legis-
lation to deal with the regulation of surrogacy; the timeframe for this legislation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33844/17]

13/07/2017WRCC04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A draft of the General Scheme of legislative 
provisions on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated research, which includes pro-
visions relating to surrogacy, has been prepared by officials in my Department.  Consultation is 
taking place with the Attorney General’s Office and with other relevant Departments in relation 
to the provisions in the draft Scheme.  The draft General Scheme will be revised, where deemed 
necessary, in advance of being submitted for my approval.  

Once the General Scheme has been completed, a Memo will be submitted to Government 
seeking approval to draft a Bill based on the General Scheme, as well as permission to publish 
the General Scheme submitted.  If the Government approves the General Scheme it will be 
submitted to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health for pre-legislative scrutiny.  

It is not possible at this time to give a definitive timeline for the completion of the draft 
Bill and its subsequent passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas.  However, work on the 
General Scheme of an AHR Bill is well-advanced in my Department and I consider this to be 
a priority for 2017.  

13/07/2017WRCC04400Dementia Education Programme

13/07/2017WRCC04500584. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of the delivery of the 
primary care education, pathways and research in dementia education programme to primary 
care teams in collaboration with the dementia office and social care services; the number of 
sites that have been selected for same; and the location of each. [33847/17]

13/07/2017WRCC04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRCC04700Home Care Packages Data

13/07/2017WRCC04800585. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of home care packages 
currently being provided in each LHO. [33848/17]

13/07/2017WRCC04900586. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of intensive home care 
packages currently being provided in each LHO. [33849/17]

13/07/2017WRCC05000587. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours 
currently being provided in each LHO. [33850/17]

13/07/2017WRCC05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 585 to 587, inclusive, together.  

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRCC05400Substance Misuse
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13/07/2017WRCC05500588. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of adults who have 
been deemed appropriate for treatment for substance use to date in 2017 in each LHO; and the 
number who have received treatment within one calendar month. [33851/17]

13/07/2017WRCC05600589. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of children who 
have been deemed appropriate for treatment for substance use to date in 2017 in each LHO; and 
the number who have received treatment within one week. [33852/17]

13/07/2017WRCC05700590. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the review 
of the services in all CHOs regarding the person-centred care planning processes of the drugs 
rehabilitation framework reassessment, key working and care planning. [33853/17]

13/07/2017WRCC05800591. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of health service 
staff who are currently being trained on SAOR screening and brief intervention for problem 
alcohol and substance use. [33854/17]

13/07/2017WRCC05900592. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of new persons 
who have been granted access to naloxone to date in 2017. [33855/17]

13/07/2017WRCC06000596. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the increase in addiction resi-
dential treatment beds and additional treatment episodes which has been provided to date in 
2017. [33859/17]

13/07/2017WRCC06100597. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the devel-
opment of integrated care pathways and referral pathways from pharmacy needle exchange to 
other agencies. [33860/17]

13/07/2017WRCC06200598. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
expansion of other paraphernalia such as foil within the pharmacy needle exchange programme 
to allow clients the option of smoking rather than injecting. [33861/17]

13/07/2017WRCC06300599. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of the guidelines and 
strategic statement on hidden harm. [33862/17]

13/07/2017WRCC06400601. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the current average waiting 
time from referral to assessment for opioid substitution treatment. [33864/17]

13/07/2017WRCC06500602. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the current average waiting 
time from opioid substitution assessment to exit from waiting list or treatment commenced. 
[33865/17]

13/07/2017WRCC06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 588 to 591, inclusive, 592, 596 to 599, inclusive, 601 and 602 together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRDD00500Proposed Legislation

13/07/2017WRDD00600593. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if regulations to allow for the 
introduction of buprenorphine naloxone and buprenorphine products have been agreed and 
introduced. [33856/17]

13/07/2017WRDD00700594. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the work-
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ing group to progress increased access to buprenorphine naloxone and buprenorphine products. 
[33857/17]

13/07/2017WRDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 593 and 594 together.

Following an Expert Group recommendation that the same regulatory framework which ap-
plies to methadone should apply to products containing buprenorphine/naloxone or buprenor-
phine for opioid substitution treatment (OST) an Opioid Substitution Implementation Group 
(OSIG) was established by the HSE in 2013.  The purpose of this Group was to report on the 
steps required to introduce, supervise, monitor, and review the wider availability and cost of 
buprenorphine products.

The Group’s Report in 2016 recommended the phased increased access to Buprenorphine/
naloxone and buprenorphine products for a cohort of patients in specific circumstances, subject 
to the required legislation and resourcing.

Drafting of legislation is currently being finalised by my Department with technical support 
from the HSE.  It is expected that this legislation will be finalised in the coming weeks.

In 2017 the HSE received additional funding of €0.75 million to increase access to bu-
prenorphine/naloxone and buprenorphine products as an alternative treatment for the identified 
cohorts of patients for whom methadone treatment is not suitable.

13/07/2017WRDD01000Health Services Staff Training

13/07/2017WRDD01100595. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the HSE 
training programme for addiction staff, level 2 GPs and pharmacists in buprenorphine naloxone 
and buprenorphine products. [33858/17]

13/07/2017WRDD01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 596 to 599, inclusive, answered with Question No. 588.

13/07/2017WRDD01700Drug Treatment Programmes Places

13/07/2017WRDD01800600. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in re-
ceipt of opioid substitution treatment outside prisons. [33863/17]

13/07/2017WRDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The HSE 
maintains the Central Treatment List, which is a register of all clients in receipt of opioid sub-
stitution treatment for problem opiate use in Ireland.  As at 31 May 2017, the latest month for 
which figures are available, 9,638 individuals were in receipt of opioid substitution treatment 
outside of the prison setting.

Questions Nos. 601 and 602 answered with Question No. 588.

13/07/2017WRDD02200Traveller Projects Funding
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13/07/2017WRDD02300603. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the roll-
out of education resource Small Changes - Big Difference and associated health promotion 
programmes across Traveller health units; if these are now complete; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33866/17]

13/07/2017WRDD02400604. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the train-
ing of staff in Traveller health units on Connecting for Life in order that it can be promoted in 
a culturally appropriate manner to members of the Traveller community; if this training is now 
complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33867/17]

13/07/2017WRDD02500605. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if Traveller health units in 
Traveller sites have been geomapped and aligned with primary care and mental health catch-
ment areas. [33868/17]

13/07/2017WRDD02600606. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a review of Traveller 
health unit actions and outcomes in the national standards for safer better healthcare has been 
commissioned; and the timeframe for its completion and publication. [33869/17]

13/07/2017WRDD02700607. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the re-
view of the role of Traveller community health workers and the issues identified in relation to 
sustainability of this workforce. [33870/17]

13/07/2017WRDD02800608. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a financial audit of travel-
ler services receiving funding from the HSE has been conducted; the findings and recommenda-
tions of this audit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33871/17]

13/07/2017WRDD02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 603 to 608, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRDD03500Health Screening Programmes

13/07/2017WRDD03600609. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a mobile health screen-
ing unit to facilitate access to basic health screening, GP and nursing services by marginalised 
groups, refugees, asylum seekers and Roma communities has been provided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33872/17]

13/07/2017WRDD03700610. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of staff in each 
CHO who have received training to date in 2017 on intercultural awareness and practice in 
health and social care. [33873/17]

13/07/2017WRDD03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 609 and 610 together.

€2.96 million was made available to the Department of Health from the Dormant Accounts 
Fund in 2016, which included provision of €1.46 million for a Mobile Health Screening Unit 
and €0.45 million to support an Intercultural Health Project for Refugees.

The objective of the Mobile Health Screening Unit is to provide an accessible, targeted 
screening and primary care service to a wide range of marginalised service users in settings 
such as hostels, prisons, Direct Provision Centres and Refugee Reception and Orientation Cen-
tres.
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The Intercultural Health Project for Refugees aims to support the delivery of a range of 
health services to meet the emerging needs of the new residents of the Emergency Reception 
and Orientation Centres (EROCs) established in Clonea, Monasterevin and Ballaghaderreen.

I have asked the HSE to provide an update for the Deputy on these projects.

13/07/2017WREE00300Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-Based Violence

13/07/2017WREE00400611. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has implemented 
the 2017 prioritised, health-related actions in line with national strategy on domestic, sexual and 
gender based violence, 2016 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33874/17]

13/07/2017WREE00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

13/07/2017WREE00600Human Trafficking

13/07/2017WREE00700612. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the HSE’s 
implementation of the phased health actions from the second national action plan to prevent and 
combat human trafficking in Ireland.  [33875/17]

13/07/2017WREE00800613. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
HSE’s review of current supports to victims of human trafficking as part of the overall efforts 
towards monitoring provision of services to victims of human trafficking and identify areas for 
improvement.  [33876/17]

13/07/2017WREE00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 612 and 613 together.

The Government recognises that trafficking in human beings undermines the principles of 
human rights and dignity.  Ireland’s 2nd National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat Human 
Trafficking in Ireland sets out Ireland’s response to trafficking in human beings over the com-
ing years.  It commits to continuing the provision of psychological and health services through 
the National Referral Mechanism of services to victims.  The Anti-Human Trafficking Team in 
the Health Service Executive provides an individual care plan for each potential or suspected 
victim of human trafficking.

I have asked the HSE to provide a report for the Deputy on the services provided to victims 
of human trafficking in line with its obligations under the Action Plan.

13/07/2017WREE01100Health Care Policy

13/07/2017WREE01200614. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and intersex practice policy has now been implemented in each community health-
care organisation, CHO.  [33877/17]

13/07/2017WREE01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

13/07/2017WREE01400Mental Health Services Provision
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13/07/2017WREE01500615. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if each community health-
care organisation, CHO, now has Traveller co-ordinators in place in relation to the provision of 
mental health services for Travellers. [33878/17]

13/07/2017WREE01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WREE01700Medicinal Products Prices

13/07/2017WREE01800616. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of medicines that have 
had their price reduced as of 1 July 2017 with reference to the framework agreement on the 
supply and pricing of medicines; the details of each medicine; and the extent of the price cut.  
[33879/17]

13/07/2017WREE01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WREE02000Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

13/07/2017WREE02100617. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if online PCRS processing has 
now been extended to dentists and clinical dental technicians.  [33880/17]

13/07/2017WREE02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WREE02300Medical Card Administration

13/07/2017WREE02400618. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when the web based paperless 
medical card application process to reduce the number of paper based applications will be 
implemented.  [33881/17]

13/07/2017WREE02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The web based portal for medical card ap-
plications is live and accessible through the HSE website: https://www.sspcrs.ie/portal/medap-
ponline/.

13/07/2017WREE02600Primary Care Strategy

13/07/2017WREE02700619. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the progress which has been made 
on considering further recommendations of the clinical advisory group, including conclusions 
on the assessment of the burden of disease as agreed for implementation by the HSE and his 
Department.  [33882/17]

13/07/2017WREE02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this Parliamentary Question refers to op-
erational matters related to the Primary Care Operational Plan it has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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13/07/2017WREE02900Primary Care Strategy

13/07/2017WREE03000620. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has developed a burden 
of the illness assessment tool.  [33883/17]

13/07/2017WREE03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this Parliamentary Question refers to op-
erational matters related to the Primary Care Operational Plan it has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WREE03200Medicinal Products Regulation

13/07/2017WREE03300621. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the additional resources which 
have been provided to ensure that the assessment process for new medicines is implemented 
effectively.  [33884/17]

13/07/2017WREE03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WREE03500General Practitioner Training

13/07/2017WREE03600622. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if new arrangements for manage-
ment of GP training involving the Irish College of General Practitioners have been finalised and 
implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33885/17]

13/07/2017WREE03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As GP training is currently the responsibility 
of the HSE, I have arranged for the question to be transferred to the Executive for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WREE03800Housing for People with Disabilities Provision

13/07/2017WREE03900623. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons that have transferred from congregated settings to community living to date in 2017; 
and the number of additional homes provided.  [33886/17]

13/07/2017WREE04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The HSE’s 
report “Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, 
(2011) proposes a new model of support in the community by moving people from institutional 
settings to the community.  The plan is being rolled out at a regional and local level and involves 
full consultation with stakeholders.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to continue to move people with 
disabilities out of congregated settings, to enable them to live independently and to be included 
in the community.

The HSE has established a subgroup, under ‘Transforming Lives’,  the Programme to imple-
ment the recommendations of the Value for Money and Policy Review of Disability Services, 
which is developing an implementation plan for moving people from institutions.  I welcome 
the fact that the needs of people moving from congregated settings will be fully taken into ac-



Questions - Written Answers

502

count during this process as the model of care for individuals will be based on a person centred 
plan.

At the end of December 2016, less than 2,600 people with a disability were living in con-
gregated settings.  The HSE’s 2017 National Service Plan has set a target of 223 to move from 
institutions in 2017.  This will  ensure that people are able to move out of congregated settings, 
and into their own homes in the community.  I want to emphasise that the appropriate supports 
and resources are being put in place to ensure that people are supported as they move out of 
residential centres.

As the HSE is responsible for leading out on the recommendations on “Time to Move on 
from Congregated Settings - A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, I have arranged for the 
Deputy’s question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

13/07/2017WREE04100Speech and Language Therapy Provision

13/07/2017WREE04200624. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
additional speech and language therapists newly employed by the HSE to date; and the sectors 
of the HSE in which they are employed.  [33887/17]

13/07/2017WREE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter. 

13/07/2017WREE04400Occupational Therapy

13/07/2017WREE04500625. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
additional occupational therapists newly employed by the HSE to date in 2017; and the sectors 
of the HSE in which they are employed.  [33888/17]

13/07/2017WREE04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter. 

13/07/2017WREE04700Housing for People with Disabilities Provision

13/07/2017WREE04800626. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the locations of 
the 185 new residential emergency places provided under disability services in 2017.  [33889/17]

13/07/2017WREE04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 
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13/07/2017WREE05000Disability Services Provision

13/07/2017WREE05100627. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children’s disability network teams established.  [33890/17]

13/07/2017WREE05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WREE05300Disability Services Data

13/07/2017WREE05400628. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
adults with a physical and-or sensory disability in receipt of a personal assistant, PA, service as 
of 30 June 2017 or the latest date available.  [33891/17]

13/07/2017WREE05500629. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons with a disability in receipt of home support services, intellectual disability, ID, autism 
and physical and sensory disability, as of 30 June 2017 or the latest date available.  [33892/17]

13/07/2017WREE05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 628 and 629 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) is committed to protecting the level of Personal As-
sistant and Home Support Services available to people with disabilities.  In their 2017 National 
Service Plan, the HSE expects to deliver 1.4 million Personal Assistant hours to 2,357 adults 
with a physical and/or sensory disability.  This is an increase of 100,000 hours on the 2016 
target.  With regard to Home Support hours, the HSE’s 2017 commitment is to provide 2.75 
million hours to people with disabilities, which is an increase of 150,000 hours over the 2016 
target.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFF00200HSE Expenditure

13/07/2017WRFF00300630. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the amount of money which 
is spent each year to secure and maintain HSE properties which are no longer in use; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33896/17]

13/07/2017WRFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply as the management of the healthcare property 
estate is a service matter.
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13/07/2017WRFF00500Departmental Contracts Data

13/07/2017WRFF00600631. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the amount of money which 
was spent by his Department in 2016 on external consultants; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [33900/17]

13/07/2017WRFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is the policy of my Department only to 
engage the services of external consultants where it is felt to be appropriate and cost-effective, 
taking account of Government decisions and policy including procurement protocols on the 
matter.

Expenditure on the engagement of consultants is paid out of the Department’s A7 budget.  
The following table details such expenditure in 2016.

Consultant Brief description Expenditure 2016€
Milliman Ltd. Actuarial, accounting, insur-

ance and economic advice 
services as and when required.

55,081 

Metis Consulting Technical advisor on pharmacy 
issues and tasks in respect of 
key priorities

3,813 

Trutz Haase, OCC Ltd & Uni 
of Sheffield

Development & Implemen-
tation of an evidence based 
National Oral Health Policy

29,202 

ICF Consulting Services Ltd Research on the Economic 
Costs of Smoking in Ireland 

27,564 

DCU Complete paediatric guideline 19,178 
UCC Clinical Guideline 2 (NEWS 

update, NCG No.1)
9,100 

NUIG Commissioning, Development 
and Quality Assurance of 4 x 
National Clinical Guidelines

111,751 

DCU Support - development of a 
National Clinical Audit through 
the National Clinical Effective-
ness Committee

13,897 

UCD Policy paper and policy options 
on the future role and direc-
tion of advanced and specialist 
nursing and midwifery practice 
within the Irish health service

11,119 

UCC/UCD/NUIG collaborative 
team

Literature review and stake-
holder evaluation to inform a 
policy on future community 
nursing and midwifery, public 
health nursing and related sup-
port grades

24,533 

Skills for Health Research and stakeholder en-
gagement to inform the further 
development of Nursing and 
Midwifery Key Performance 
Indicators

24,750 
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Consultant Brief description Expenditure 2016€
Prospectus Management Con-
sultants

Support in the development 
of a policy on a major trauma 
network for Ireland

2,448 

Amárach Research Alcohol Labelling require-
ments - research, design of 
mock labels and piloting of 
mock labels through targeted 
focus groups

96,125 

Mr Trutz Haase Development of a performance 
measurement framework for 
Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

19,680 

Aurion Support a framework for the 
implementation of clinical 
practice guidance

9,606 

Centre for Effective Services Support a framework for the 
implementation of clinical 
practice guidance

6,225 

The Performance Partnership Development of a Learning 
Development Strategy/Plan 
for the Department and an 
approach and guidelines for 
mentoring and coaching.

29,520 

Alpha Healthcare Undertaking a series of inter-
nal and external consultation 
engagements

39,426 

DCU Support a framework for 
supporting patients and their 
advocates in the governance 
and development of National 
Clinical Guidelines and Na-
tional Clinical Audit

7,561 

UCC Support for implementation of 
National Clinical Guidelines 
through the NCEC

4,711 

UCC Support for implementation of 
National Clinical Guidelines 
through the NCEC

6,175 

Prospectus Consultants Trauma Policy Communica-
tions 

44,785 

RPS Group Services to assist with drawing 
up a report on the consulta-
tion process on a new National 
Drugs Strategy

11,826 

IPA Establishment of a new inte-
grated business and risk man-
agement system

21,525 

Crowe Horwath Report on current and future 
role of Public Health Special-
ists in Ireland

15,785 
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Consultant Brief description Expenditure 2016€
Alpha Healthcare Independent Evaluation of 

Physician Associate Pilot 
– Beaumont Hospital – path-
finder for the National Inte-
grated Strategic Framework for 
Health Workforce Planning

7,380 

KPMG Consultation exercise on 
performance dialogue with and 
performance management of 
the HSE

14,145 

Alcohol Action Ireland Joint participation in European 
study Participation into alcohol 
marketing during Euro 2016

1,575 

Alpha Healthcare Support - Implementation Plan-
ning Workshop

4,381 

Treacy Consultancy Management Board develop-
ment programme

9,376 

Prospectus Ltd. Develop and establish a net-
work in relation to the Healthy 
Ireland Framework

16,749 

Treacy Consulting Collaborative and Behaviours 
Project

5,812 

Total 704,804 

13/07/2017WRFF00800Medical Card Data

13/07/2017WRFF00900632. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards as 
of 1 July 2017; the number of general practitioner cards on the same date; and the number for 
each type of card issued on a discretionary basis on that date.  [33908/17]

13/07/2017WRFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas Members.

13/07/2017WRFF01100Health Services Staff Data

13/07/2017WRFF01200633. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of clinical nurse spe-
cialists and senior physiotherapists recruited to date in 2017 to support the implementation of 
the respiratory integrated care projects in each CHO. [33909/17]

13/07/2017WRFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRFF01400Health Services Staff Data
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13/07/2017WRFF01500634. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of senior podiatrists, 
senior dietitians and integrated care clinical nurse specialists recruited to date in 2017 to sup-
port the implementation of chronic disease integrated care projects in each CHO.  [33910/17]

13/07/2017WRFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFF01700Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRFF01800635. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitals now 
availing of a virtual heart failure consultation service enabling outpatient referrals between the 
hospital and primary care.  [33911/17]

13/07/2017WRFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFF02000Health Services Staff Data

13/07/2017WRFF02100636. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of community inter-
vention teams in each community health care organisation as of 30 June 2017 or the latest date 
available; the number of staff whole time equivalent in each on that date; and the corresponding 
data for the same dates in 2015 and 2016.  [33912/17]

13/07/2017WRFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRFF02300Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRFF02400637. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals for treat-
ment to each community intervention team in the first quarter and second quarter of the year.  
[33913/17]

13/07/2017WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRFF02600Patient Data

13/07/2017WRFF02700638. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of patients support-
ed and trained to self administer compounded IV antibiotics (details supplied) in each CHO. 
[33914/17]

13/07/2017WRFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRFF02900Health Services Provision
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13/07/2017WRFF03000639. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of the expansion of 
community x-ray schemes in counties Donegal and Kerry; the number of additional x-rays 
provided to date in 2017 relative to the same period in 2016; and the number of additional staff 
WTE employed in such services. [33915/17]

13/07/2017WRFF03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRFF03200Home Care Packages Data

13/07/2017WRFF03300640. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of packages of care 
for children discharged from hospital with complex medical conditions that have been sup-
ported to date in 2017; and the average full year cost of such packages. [33916/17]

13/07/2017WRFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRFF03500Hospitals Discharges

13/07/2017WRFF03600641. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the agreement 
and implementation of a protocol for discharge planning for children with complex medical 
conditions. [33917/17]

13/07/2017WRFF03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRFF03800Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRFF03900642. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the agreement 
and implementation of a clinical and service assessment tool for children with complex medical 
conditions. [33918/17]

13/07/2017WRFF04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRFF04100Home Care Packages

13/07/2017WRFF04200643. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the quality 
assurance review of home care packages in place for children with complex medical needs. 
[33919/17]

13/07/2017WRFF04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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13/07/2017WRFF04400Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRFF04500644. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the develop-
ment and agreement of an implementation plan to commence phased roll out service model and 
care pathways for primary care eye services. [33920/17]

13/07/2017WRFF04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRFF04700Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRFF04800645. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the develop-
ment of a hepatitis C treatment programme strategic plan in collaboration with the programme 
advisory group. [33921/17]

13/07/2017WRFF04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFF05000Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRFF05100646. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the develop-
ment and implementation of performance metrics for all hepatitis C treatment sites to drive 
treatment volume and monitor performance. [33922/17]

13/07/2017WRFF05200647. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if strategies for the continued 
identification of hepatitis C patients for treatment and development of pathways to care have 
been devised; and if so, the details of same. [33923/17]

13/07/2017WRFF05300648. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of the 
prioritisation and selection criteria of patients for treatment through the national hepatitis C 
treatment programme clinical advisory group. [33924/17]

13/07/2017WRFF05400649. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the develop-
ment of the hepatitis C registry to support continued planning of treatment for the duration of 
the national hepatitis C treatment programme. [33925/17]

13/07/2017WRFF05500650. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the develop-
ment of the hepatitis C registry to support the provision of clinical information on patient out-
comes to the national hepatitis C treatment programme. [33926/17]

13/07/2017WRFF05600651. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the devel-
opment and implementation of improved infrastructural support to the hepatitis C registry. 
[33927/17]

13/07/2017WRFF05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 646 to 651, 
inclusive, together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGG00400Speech and Language Therapy
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13/07/2017WRGG00500652. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the recruitment of 83 WTEs 
for the implementation of speech and language therapy service improvement initiatives across 
CHOs has been concluded; if not, the number of these positions now in place; and the CHOs in 
which each of these posts have been assigned. [33928/17]

13/07/2017WRGG00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRGG00700Speech and Language Therapy

13/07/2017WRGG00800653. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of additional speech 
and language assessment and therapy appointments as part of the 2016 service improvement 
initiative provided by the end of June 2017 or the latest date available. [33929/17]

13/07/2017WRGG00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRGG01000Occupational Therapy

13/07/2017WRGG01100654. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of governance groups 
convened to date in 2017 to develop and agree revised models for primary care physiotherapy 
and occupational therapy services to include development and agreement of care pathways, 
workforce planning and implementation plans. [33930/17]

13/07/2017WRGG01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRGG01300Dental Services

13/07/2017WRGG01400655. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the clinical oversight group 
to advise on clinical standards in HSE funded primary dental services was established; and if he 
will report on its work to date.  [33931/17]

13/07/2017WRGG01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRGG01600Dental Services Provision

13/07/2017WRGG01700656. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the imple-
mentation of targeted dental screening for areas that do not have access for 11 to 13 year olds; 
the additional areas that now have screening; and the additional number of 11 to 13 year olds 
that have now been screened. [33932/17]

13/07/2017WRGG01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 
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1 o’clock13/07/2017WRGG01900Dental Services

13/07/2017WRGG02000657. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if wave 2 fluoride and caring for 
children’s teeth fieldwork has been completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33933/17]

13/07/2017WRGG02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): “Fluoride and Caring for Children’s Teeth” 
(FACCT), is a research project which is being conducted by UCC and supported by the HSE.  I 
understand that Wave 2 of the fieldwork has been completed and I look forward to the project’s 
completion and publication.

13/07/2017WRGG02200Dental Services

13/07/2017WRGG02300658. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if a communication action plan 
to support implementation of anti-microbial guidelines in dentistry has been developed; and if 
so, the details of same. [33934/17]

13/07/2017WRGG02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Antimicrobial prescribing guidelines for 
primary care in Ireland are overseen by the Royal College of Physicians in Ireland/HSE Clinical 
Advisory Group on Healthcare-Associated Infection and Antimicrobial Resistance and are pub-
lished on the website of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre, which is part of the HSE.  I 
understand that the HSE is consulting the Dental Council on communication of these guidelines 
to the dental profession.

13/07/2017WRGG02500Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRGG02600659. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of children that have 
been waiting for orthodontic services for three years or more as of 30 June 2017 or the latest 
date available. [33935/17]

13/07/2017WRGG02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRGG02800Antimicrobial Resistance

13/07/2017WRGG02900660. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the action 
plan for anti-microbial resistance. [33936/17]

13/07/2017WRGG03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, this Depart-
ment, in conjunction with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, has co-authored 
the drafting of Ireland’s first National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 2017-2020 to 
meet World Health Organisation (WHO) and European Council requirements of each country 
to have in place a national action plan on antimicrobial resistance by mid-2017. 

The draft Plan has been developed in collaboration with key stakeholders across the human, 
animal and environmental sectors in line with a whole of Government or ‘One Health’ approach 
to tackling AMR; the work of the two Departments has been guided by the Interdepartmental 
AMR Consultative Committee, chaired jointly by the Chief Medical Officer and the Chief Vet-
erinary Officer.  This ambitious 3-year Plan covers the use of antimicrobial medicines in animal 
health and agriculture, as well as human health.  Following the template of the WHO Global 
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Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (2015), Ireland’s draft Plan lists Strategic Interven-
tions and Activities, responsible bodies and priority rankings of timelines for implementation. 

Minister Creed and I  intend to submit Ireland’s draft National Action Plan on Antimicrobial 
Resistance 2017-2020 to Cabinet shortly for approval and publication.  Subject to approval the 
Plan will be published and formally launched in September.  An implementation plan will be 
developed separately which will address means of tackling antimicrobial resistance as appro-
priate to each sector.  

13/07/2017WRGG03100Patient Safety

13/07/2017WRGG03200661. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the individual health identifier 
business application tool has been procured and configured; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33937/17]

13/07/2017WRGG03300662. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the individual health identi-
fier business service has been implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33938/17]

13/07/2017WRGG03400663. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the individual health identifier 
has been rolled out to initial selected GPs; and the number of GPs selected. [33939/17]

13/07/2017WRGG03500664. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to roll out the individual 
health identifier to national systems, further GPs and first hospital systems. [33940/17]

13/07/2017WRGG03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 661 to 664, 
inclusive, together.

The introduction of an Individual Health Identifier (IHI) is an important patient safety ini-
tiative.  It is also a key building block in the eHealth agenda which is crucial to developing a 
modern integrated health service.  Its introduction can also allow the managed improvement of 
data quality, which in turn can have an impact on patient access to health services.

On 30 May 2017, I signed the Health Identifiers Act 2014 (Commencement) Order 2017 
(S.I. No. 236 of 2017) and the Health Identifiers Act 2014 (Health Services Providers) Regula-
tions 2017 (S.I. No. 237 of 2017).  The main purpose of the Order and Regulations is to facili-
tate access to the National Individual Health Identifier Register by health services providers 
and other specified persons and their use of the IHI for the purposes permitted under the Act.  
Access to the IHI Register and the use of the IHI is tightly regulated under the Health Identifiers 
Act 2014 and includes offences provisions.    

As part of the initial phase-in of the Individual Health Identifier, IHI numbers have now 
been provided to 11 volunteer General Practitioners and an additional 11 further volunteer 
General Practitioners are scheduled to receive IHI numbers over the next number of weeks.  In 
addition to the 11 volunteer General Practitioners, the IHI is available in electronic referrals 
(eReferrals) transmitted from General Practitioners to Hospitals.   

The phase-in plan (2017 to Q1 2018) for the Individual Health Identifier currently includes 
the provision of IHI numbers as a priority for the PCRS Schemes, the National Radiology Sys-
tem (NIMIS), the National Maternity and New Born Clinical Management System (MN-CMS), 
the National Laboratory System (MedLIS), the National Epilepsy Electronic Patient record 
system (Epilepsy EPR), the National Hepatitis C Register and the National Cancer Screening 
Service.  The IHI Programme is actively engaged in progressing the implementation of the IHI 
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for each of these systems.  The IHI number is also planned to be provided into the first major 
hospital patient administration system by the end of this year. 

An appropriate business application tool has been developed in the HSE to support the In-
dividual Health Identifier Business Service in its current operational capacity.  Not only does 
this allow the Individual Health Identifier Business Service to operate, it will also inform the 
specification of requirements in advance of procuring a subsequent larger scale business appli-
cation tool required to support the Individual Health Identifier Business Service in an expanded 
operating environment.  That Individual Health Identifier Business Service now in operation is 
currently staffed by project team resources with operational processes and procedures designed 
and implemented by the current business team.

13/07/2017WRGG04000Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRGG04100665. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of exist-
ing service arrangements with section 39 service providers to ensure a stronger focus on ad-
dressing the health needs of homeless persons including the development of targets, outcomes, 
quality standards, enhanced monitoring and evaluation. [33941/17]

13/07/2017WRGG04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRGG04300Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRGG04400666. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the CHO and hospital groups in 
which the discharge protocol for homeless persons in acute hospitals and mental health facili-
ties are being implemented. [33942/17]

13/07/2017WRGG04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRGG04600Palliative Care for Children

13/07/2017WRGG04700667. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the HSE consultation pro-
cess with all service providers of children’s palliative care in the community has now been 
completed; the action that will follow from this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33943/17]

13/07/2017WRGG04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRGG04900Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRGG05000668. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if persons with a primary non-can-
cer diagnosis have equal access to services as per the eligibility criteria guidelines. [33944/17]

13/07/2017WRGG05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRGG05200Palliative Care Services

13/07/2017WRGG05300669. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that re-
ceived specialist palliative care treatment in their normal place of residence in each month in 
2017 to date. [33945/17]

13/07/2017WRGG05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRHH00200Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRHH00300670. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO currently waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care and the number waiting up 
to 12 weeks, 12 to 26 weeks, 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks. [33946/17]

13/07/2017WRHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRHH00500Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRHH00600671. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO currently awaiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care; and the number 
waiting up to 12 weeks, 12 to 26 weeks, 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks. [33947/17]

13/07/2017WRHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRHH00800Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRHH00900672. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO currently waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care; the number waiting up to 
12 weeks, 12 to 26 weeks, 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks. [33948/17]

13/07/2017WRHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRHH01100Psychological Services

13/07/2017WRHH01200673. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO currently waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 
up to 12 weeks, 12 to 26 weeks, 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks. [33949/17]

13/07/2017WRHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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13/07/2017WRHH01400Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRHH01500674. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO currently waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care; and the number waiting up 
to 12 weeks, 12 to 26 weeks, 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks. [33950/17]

13/07/2017WRHH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRHH01700Dental Services Data

13/07/2017WRHH01800675. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
CHO currently waiting for an oral health appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 
up to 12 weeks, 12 to 26 weeks, 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks. [33951/17]

13/07/2017WRHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRHH02000Primary Care Centres Provision

13/07/2017WRHH02100676. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the primary care centre projects 
announced on 17 July 2012; the status of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33952/17]

13/07/2017WRHH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Delivery of primary care infrastructure is a 
dynamic process, which evolves to take account of changing circumstances including the fea-
sibility of implementation.

The following table gives details of the 35 locations announced on 17 July 2012, and their 
current status including estimated opening dates.  One of these primary care centres is already 
operational and a further six are projected to open in 2017, and ten in 2018.

In addition, it should be noted that 57 primary care centres have been opened since 2011, 
and a further 12 primary care centres are projected to open in 2017 or early 2018, in addition to 
those shown in the following table.

Count HSE Region County Location/PCT 
Name

Delivery 
Method

Project Status - 
Q1-Q2 2017

1 DML Dublin Rowlagh/North 
Clondalkin

Direct build Stage 2a design 
team report 
completed.  
HSE finalising 
purchase agree-
ment of site at 
Collinstown 
Park School.  
Purchase agree-
ment is subject 
to planning per-
mission being 
granted for the 
development.  
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Count HSE Region County Location/PCT 
Name

Delivery 
Method

Project Status - 
Q1-Q2 2017

2 DML Dublin Curlew Road/
Crumlin/Drim-
nagh

Direct build Planning per-
mission in place

3 DML Dublin Knocklyon/
Rathfarnham

Direct build Planning per-
mission in place

4 DML Wicklow Rathdrum Operational 
Lease

Planning ap-
proved.  HSE 
has finalised 
layouts.  Con-
struction due to 
commence to 
commence Q2 
2017 and pro-
jected to open 
Q3 2018

5 DML Kildare Kilcock PPP In construction. 
Projected open-
ing 2018

6 DNE Dublin Coolock/Darn-
dale

PPP In construction. 
Projected open-
ing 2018

7 DNE Dublin Summerhill, 
north inner city 
Dublin

PPP In construction. 
Projected open-
ing 2018

8 DNE Dublin Balbriggan Operational 
Lease

Construction 
completed Q2 
2017, projected 
operational Q3 
2017

9 DNE Dublin Swords Operational 
Lease

Expressions 
of interest 
received. Cur-
rently being 
reviewed

10 DNE Louth Drogheda north Operational 
Lease

Developer re-
engaged.  Exist-
ing building 
requires fitout. 
If legal discus-
sions complete 
successfully, 
projected con-
struction start 
Q2/Q3 2017, 
projected com-
pletion Q1 2018 
and operational 
Q2 2018.

11 DNE Meath Laytown and 
Bettystown

Operational 
Lease

Project is pro-
gressing as op-
erational lease.  
Schedule of 
accommodation 
under review

12 DNE Meath Kells Operational 
Lease

Operational 
since Q1 2016
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Count HSE Region County Location/PCT 
Name

Delivery 
Method

Project Status - 
Q1-Q2 2017

13 DNE Monaghan Carrickmacross Operational 
Lease

Viable expres-
sion of interest 
has recently 
been received.  
Currently wait-
ing for formal 
submissions.  

14 South Carlow Tullow/Rathvil-
ly/Hacketstown

Direct build Adjoining 
landowner has 
re-engaged with 
HSE.  Options 
being reviewed.

15 South Kilkenny Kilkenny city 
(East)

Operational 
Lease

Priced offer ap-
proved.  Letter 
of Intent issued.

16 South Wexford Wexford town PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing 2018

17 South Waterford Dungarvan PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing 2018

18 South Waterford Waterford city 
(east)

PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing 2018

19 South Cork Cork city - 
Ballyphehane/
Togher/Green-
mount/The 
Lough

Operational 
Lease

Letter of Intent 
issued.  Layouts 
being devel-
oped.

20 South Kerry Tralee Operational 
Lease

Letter of Intent 
issued.  Layouts 
being devel-
oped.

21 South Tipperary Carrick-on-Suir PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing 2018

22 South Tipperary Clonmel Operational 
Lease

Reviewing ac-
commodation 
requirements 
before progress-
ing to stage 3

23 West Tipperary Thurles Operational 
Lease

Letter of 
Intent issued 
10/12/2015.  
Project pro-
gressing 
towards Agree-
ment for Lease. 

24 West Limerick Limerick city 
(Ballinacurra/ 
Weston)

PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing late 2017

25 West Clare Ennis Operational 
Lease

Expressions 
of interest 
received. Cur-
rently being 
reviewed
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Count HSE Region County Location/PCT 
Name

Delivery 
Method

Project Status - 
Q1-Q2 2017

26 West Galway Tuam PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing late 2017

27 West Galway Gort Operational 
Lease

Letter of Intent 
withdrawn  
24/05/2016.  
Possible re-
advertisement.

28 West Roscommon Boyle PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing late 2017

29 West Roscommon Ballaghadereen Operational 
Lease

Letter of 
Intent issued 
27/10/2015.  
Project pro-
gressing to 
Agreement for 
Lease.

30 West Mayo Westport PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing 2018

31 West Mayo Claremorris PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing late 2017

32 West Sligo Ballymote PPP In Construction. 
Projected open-
ing late 2017

33 West Donegal Dungloe - An 
Clochán Liath

Operational 
Lease

Re-advertised 
for Operational 
Lease option. 
Expressions of 
interest re-
ceived.

34 West Donegal Donegal town Operational 
Lease

Expressions 
of interest 
received. Cur-
rently being 
reviewed

  Coolock and 
Darndale were 
announced as 
two separate 
locations 

 

The mechanism and timescale for delivery of primary care centres is dependent on a num-
ber of factors.  Some of these factors are outside the control of the Health Service Executive. 
Regardless of the delivery mechanism, all potential primary care infrastructure is subject to 
suitable locations being offered / provided / available, to successful planning processes and GP 
commitment to sharing accommodation and delivering health care services with HSE staff. In 
addition the operational lease mechanism is subject to market pressures such as the developers’ 
access to adequate financing.

13/07/2017WRHH02300HSE Investigations
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13/07/2017WRHH02400677. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the percentage of serious report-
able events currently being notified within 24 hours to a designated officer. [33953/17]

13/07/2017WRHH02500678. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the percentage of mandatory 
investigations commenced within 48 hours of the events occurring. [33954/17]

13/07/2017WRHH02600679. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the percentage of mandatory 
investigations currently completed within four months of notification of the events occurring. 
[33955/17]

13/07/2017WRHH02700680. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the percentage of reportable 
events in 2017 that have been reported within 30 days of occurrence to the designated officer. 
[33956/17]

13/07/2017WRHH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 677 to 680, 
inclusive, together.

As these are service matters the questions have been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

The Department of Health takes the management of patient safety very seriously and the 
establishment of the National Patient Safety Office (NPSO) is just one of a number of patient 
safety reforms agreed by Government in November 2015.  The Office, launched in Decem-
ber 2016, is overseeing a programme of patient safety measures including progressing a pro-
gramme of legislation.  This legislative programme will include provision for the open disclo-
sure of patient safety incidents, through the Department of Justice and Equality’s Civil Liability 
Amendment Bill 2017; the Health Information and Patient Safety Bill, which will provide for 
the mandatory reporting of serious incidents, and a Patient Safety Licensing Bill, which will 
introduce a regulatory regime for all hospitals as well as certain designated high risk activities. 

In particular, the General Scheme of the Health Information and Patient Safety Bill ap-
proved by Government in November 2015 provides for the extension of the Health Information 
and Quality Authority’s (HIQA’s) remit to the private sector, mandatory external reporting of 
Serious Reportable Events and measures to promote clinical audit.  The measures to support 
clinical audit and patient safety incident notifications in the Bill will help promote a culture of 
patient safety and build a health service which can identify, respond to and learn from error 
and monitor and commit to ongoing quality improvement through identifying opportunities for 
improvement.  The Bill has undergone pre-legislative scrutiny (PLS) with the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Health.  The PLS Report was forwarded to the Minister on 15 May and is cur-
rently being considered by the Department. 

In addition, HIQA and the Mental Health Commission have recently finalised new ‘Stan-
dards on the Conduct of Reviews of Patient Safety Incidents’ which expand on the National 
Standards for Safer Better Healthcare.  This set of standards along with the mandatory reporting 
of serious reportable events provided for in the Health Information and Patient Safety Bill and 
provisions intended for open disclosure will provide a comprehensive patient-centred approach 
to preventing, managing and learning from incidents.  Finally, the Health Service Executive’s 
(HSE’s) Incident Management Framework is currently being revised and will guide staff in 
system analysis methodology and levels of investigation required to facilitate the learning from 
adverse events and the prevention of reoccurrence. 

13/07/2017WRHH03200Ambulance Service Data
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13/07/2017WRHH03300681. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance atten-
dances at each emergency department nationwide in May 2017; the number of such ambulances 
that waited longer than of 20 minutes to hand over patients, get their trolleys back and return 
to responding to calls; the number that waited longer than 40 minutes, 60 minutes, 90 minutes, 
120 minutes and more than 180 minutes for same. [33957/17]

13/07/2017WRHH03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRHH03500Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRHH03600682. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of operations and 
procedures that have been cancelled or postponed in each public hospital to date in 2017; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33958/17]

13/07/2017WRHH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRHH03800Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRHH03900683. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of operations and 
procedures that have been cancelled or postponed in each voluntary hospital to date in 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33959/17]

13/07/2017WRHH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRHH04100Hospitals Data

13/07/2017WRHH04200684. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of procedures the 
HSE has procured from private and independent hospitals to date in 2017; the amount which 
has been spent by the HSE on these procedures in private and independent hospitals to date in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33960/17]

13/07/2017WRHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRHH04400HSE Staff Data

13/07/2017WRHH04500685. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of staff at national 
director level, assistant national director level, general manager level and grade VIII level in the 
HSE on 1 July 2017 or the latest date available. [33961/17]

13/07/2017WRHH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

13/07/2017WRHH04700Hospital Services
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13/07/2017WRHH04800686. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of public or volun-
tary hospitals that carry out MRI scans; and the number of persons waiting as of 1 July 2017 or 
the nearest available date for such a procedure at each of the hospitals in waiting periods of less 
than three months, three months to six months, six months to nine months, nine months to 12 
months and more than 12 months. [33962/17]

13/07/2017WRHH04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRHH05000Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRHH05100687. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the public or voluntary hospitals 
that carry out CT scans; and the number of persons waiting as of 1 July 2017 or the nearest 
available date for such a procedure at each of the hospitals in waiting periods of less than three 
months, three months to six months, six months to nine months, nine months to 12 months and 
more than 12 months. [33963/17]

13/07/2017WRHH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRHH05300Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRHH05400688. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of public or volun-
tary hospitals that carry out bone scans; and the number of persons waiting as of 1 July 2017 or 
the nearest available date for such a procedure at each of the hospitals in the waiting periods of 
less than three months, three months to six months, six months to nine months, nine months to 
12 months and more than 12 months. [33964/17]

13/07/2017WRHH05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRHH05600Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRHH05700689. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of public or volun-
tary hospitals that carry out angiogram; and the number of persons waiting as of 1 July 2017 or 
the nearest available date for such a procedure at each of the hospitals in the waiting periods of 
less than three months, three months to six months, six months to nine months, nine months to 
12 months and more than 12 months. [33965/17]

13/07/2017WRHH05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRJJ00200Hospital Procedures

13/07/2017WRJJ00300690. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of public or volun-
tary hospitals which carry out electroencephalograms; the number of persons waiting as of 1 
July 2017 or the nearest available date for such a procedure at each of the hospitals for waiting 
periods of less than three months, three months to six months, six months to nine months, nine 



Questions - Written Answers

522

months to 12 months and more than 12 months. [33966/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRJJ00500Hospital Procedures

13/07/2017WRJJ00600691. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to name the public or voluntary 
hospitals that carry out endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography; and the number of 
persons waiting as of 1 July 2017 or the nearest available date for such a procedure at each 
of the hospitals for waiting periods of less than three months, three months to six months, six 
months to nine months, nine months to 12 months and more than 12 months. [33967/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRJJ00800Medical Card Data

13/07/2017WRJJ00900692. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards for 
persons over 70 years of age in circulation by LHO as of 30 June 2017. [33968/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas members.

13/07/2017WRJJ01100Hospital Procedures

13/07/2017WRJJ01200693. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of ultrasounds pro-
vided to date in 2017 at primary care sites (details supplied). [33969/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRJJ01400Hospital Appointments Delays

13/07/2017WRJJ01500694. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34003/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

13/07/2017WRJJ01700Nursing Staff Recruitment

13/07/2017WRJJ01800695. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses newly re-
cruited to date in 2017 across all sectors of the health service; and the net increase in nursing 
numbers resulting from this recruitment. [34004/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ01900709. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health for the most up to date figures for 
the number of approved registered intellectual disability nursing posts in whole time equivalent 
terms currently employed by the HSE; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 
2016. [34018/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 695 and 
709 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters. 

13/07/2017WRJJ02100HSE Staff Recruitment

13/07/2017WRJJ02200696. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and lan-
guage therapists recruited to date in 2017; the sectors of the health service under which they 
have been recruited; and the net increase in speech and language therapists numbers resulting 
from this recruitment. [34005/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ02300697. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational ther-
apists newly recruited to date in 2017; the sectors of the health service under which they have 
been recruited; and the net increase in occupational therapists numbers resulting from this re-
cruitment. [34006/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ02400698. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of physiotherapists 
newly recruited to date in 2017; the sectors of the health service under which they have been 
recruited; and the net increase in physiotherapist numbers resulting from this recruitment. 
[34007/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 696 to 698, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters. 

13/07/2017WRJJ02800HSE Staff Data

13/07/2017WRJJ02900699. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and lan-
guage therapists currently employed in each CHO; and the equivalent figures for the same date 
in 2015 and 2016. [34008/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ03000700. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and lan-
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guage therapists currently employed in each CHO; and the equivalent figures for 2015 and 
2016. [34009/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 699 and 
700 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters. 

13/07/2017WRJJ03300HSE Staff Data

13/07/2017WRJJ03400701. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of physiotherapists 
currently employed in each CHO; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 
2016. [34010/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WRJJ03600HSE Staff Data

13/07/2017WRJJ03700702. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of approved consul-
tant posts in whole time equivalent terms currently in each public and voluntary hospital; and 
the equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 2016. [34011/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ03800703. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of approved senior 
house officer posts in whole time equivalent terms currently in each public and voluntary hos-
pital; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 2016. [34012/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ03900704. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of approved registrar 
posts in whole time equivalent terms currently in each public and voluntary hospital; and the 
equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 2016. [34013/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ04000705. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of approved senior 
registrar posts in whole time equivalent terms currently in each public and voluntary hospital; 
and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 2016. [34014/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ04100706. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health for the most up to date figures 
for the number of approved clinical dental surgeon posts in whole time equivalent terms cur-
rently employed by the HSE; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 2016. 
[34015/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ04200707. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health for the most up to date figures 
for the number of approved general dental surgeon posts in whole time equivalent terms cur-
rently employed by the HSE; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 2016. 
[34016/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ04300708. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health for the most up to date figures 
for the number of approved senior dental surgeon posts in whole time equivalent terms cur-
rently employed by the HSE; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2015 and 2016. 
[34017/17]

13/07/2017WRJJ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 702 to 708, 
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inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters.

Question No. 709 answered with Question No. 695.

13/07/2017WRKK00200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRKK00300710. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34019/17]

13/07/2017WRKK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

13/07/2017WRKK00500Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRKK00600711. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied). [34020/17]

13/07/2017WRKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

13/07/2017WRKK00800Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRKK00900712. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied). [34021/17]

13/07/2017WRKK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

13/07/2017WRKK01100Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRKK01200713. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34022/17]

13/07/2017WRKK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

13/07/2017WRKK01400Dental Services Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRKK01500714. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of dental work 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34024/17]

13/07/2017WRKK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRKK01700Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRKK01800715. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the way his 
Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with disabilities during 
2017. [34034/17]

13/07/2017WRKK01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a number of commitments in relation to improving the lives 
of persons with disabilities. These commitments include supporting people with disabilities 
to maximise their potential, removing barriers which impact on access to services, education, 
work or health care and providing supports at key transition points in their lives.  The Pro-
gramme for Government also recognises that persons with disabilities should have more control 
in accessing services and giving them greater independence and choice to better fit their needs. 

Funding of €1.69 billion was allocated by the Health Service Executive (HSE) for disability 
services in the 2017 National Service Plan.  The following table outlines the quantum of ser-
vices to be provided.
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 Disability Services Programme: €1.69 bil-
lion in 2017

 Quantum of Services

 Residential Services  9,000 people
 Day Services  Over 22,000 people
 Respite Residential Support  182,500 overnights
 Personal Assistant Services  1.4 million hours
 Home Support Services  2.75 million hours
 Move from institutions to homes in the 
community

 223 people

In addition, the HSE is committed to protecting front-line services for people with disabili-
ties, with targeted improvement in priority areas:

- The establishment of a Task Force on Personalised Budgets;

- The allocation of an additional €10 million in 2017 for the provision of services for 1,500 
young people leaving school and rehabilitative training this year;

- The reconfiguration of residential services, supported by €20 million in capital funding 
and to be further supported by the Service Reform Fund;

- Quality improvements to increase compliance with National Standards for Residential 
Centres for Children and Adults with Disabilities; and

- Over 2,700 inspections of residential centres for people with disabilities conducted by the 
Health Information Quality Authority since regulation began in November 2013.

The Programme for Government is just one component of the wider Government policy in 
supporting persons with disabilities.  The forthcoming National Disability Inclusion Strategy 
2017-2021, will also form a key part of driving Government policy in this area. The aim of the 
Strategy is to significantly improve the lives of people with disabilities in a practical sense and 
to create the best possible opportunities to allow them to fulfil their potential. 

I can assure the House  that the Government’s commitments to improving the lives of per-
sons with disability will not end with the publication of the Strategy, and I am committed to 
ensuring that the Strategy results in real and concrete change for the better for children and 
adults with disabilities.

13/07/2017WRKK01950Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRKK02100716. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive dental treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34040/17]

13/07/2017WRKK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRKK02300Dental Services Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRKK02400717. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive dental treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34041/17]

13/07/2017WRKK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
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ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRKK02600Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRKK02700718. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in CUH for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34043/17]

13/07/2017WRKK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRKK02900Dental Services Provision

13/07/2017WRKK03000719. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when braces will be fitted 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34044/17]

13/07/2017WRKK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRKK03200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRKK03300720. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be assessed in CUH; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34045/17]

13/07/2017WRKK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

Question No. 721 answered with Question No. 472.

13/07/2017WRKK03600Primary Care Centres Provision
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13/07/2017WRKK03700722. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed new 
primary health care centre for Drogheda, County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34049/17]

13/07/2017WRKK03800723. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed new 
primary health care centre for Bettystown and Laytown, County Meath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34050/17]

13/07/2017WRKK03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 722 and 
723 together.

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation 
of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRKK04100Dental Services Provision

13/07/2017WRKK04200724. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive braces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34051/17]

13/07/2017WRKK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRKK04400Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRKK04500725. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34052/17]

13/07/2017WRKK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

13/07/2017WRKK04700Dental Services Provision

13/07/2017WRKK04800726. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive braces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34053/17]

13/07/2017WRKK04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRKK05000Hospital Appointments Status
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13/07/2017WRKK05100727. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34054/17]

13/07/2017WRKK05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRKK05300Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRKK05400728. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in the South Infirmary Cork for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34055/17]

13/07/2017WRKK05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRKK05600Dental Services Provision

13/07/2017WRKK05700729. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when persons (details sup-
plied) will receive braces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34056/17]

13/07/2017WRKK05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRLL00200Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRLL00300730. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the progress 
which has been made over the past 14 months to improve the provision of adult day services for 
persons with disabilities. [34057/17]

13/07/2017WRLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  
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13/07/2017WRLL00500Hospital Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRLL00600731. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34058/17]

13/07/2017WRLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRLL00800Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRLL00900732. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of orthodon-
tic treatment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34059/17]

13/07/2017WRLL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRLL01100Departmental Funding

13/07/2017WRLL01200733. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the investment by his Depart-
ment since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34069/17]

13/07/2017WRLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, the Executive has been requested to 
reply directly to you in relation to investment since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of 
east County Meath.

13/07/2017WRLL01400Hospital Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRLL01500734. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract 
operation in South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital, Cork for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34076/17]

13/07/2017WRLL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
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has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRLL01700Hospital Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRLL01800735. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34077/17]

13/07/2017WRLL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRLL02000Hospital Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRLL02100736. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital for a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34078/17]

13/07/2017WRLL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRLL02300Legislative Measures

13/07/2017WRLL02400737. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health his views on amendments be-
ing circulated in relation to the Health and Social Care Professionals (Amendment) Bill 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34079/17]

13/07/2017WRLL02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health and Social Care Professionals 
(Amendment) Bill passed Committee Stage in Dail Eireann on Tuesday 11th July, 2017.  The 
Bill amends the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 in three main areas.  It will ad-
dress gaps in the Act in relation to appointments to the State boards established under the Act; 
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it will provide for conditions or criteria to apply to applicants for registration who have not yet 
practised their professions; and it will introduce temporary provisions relating to registration in 
the register of physiotherapists in advance of regulations to protect the title of physical therapist 
alongside the title of physiotherapist, the protection of which is already provided for in the Act.  

Following the debate at Committee Stage earlier this week, I have undertaken to engage fur-
ther with both the Irish Association of Chartered Physiotherapists (ISCP) and the Irish Associa-
tion of Physical Therapists (IAPT) in order to bring greater clarity to the provisions of the Bill 
in advance of proceeding to Report Stage in Dail Eireann in the Autumn. Department officials 
will be in contact with each professional body in the near future to facilitate this engagement.  

13/07/2017WRLL02600Hospital Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRLL02700738. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment 
in CUH for a cataract operation for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34080/17]

13/07/2017WRLL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRLL02900Hospital Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRLL03000739. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract 
operation in South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital, Cork for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34084/17]

13/07/2017WRLL03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRLL03200Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRLL03300740. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he plans to bring forward 
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multi-annual plans and budgets for health expenditure, both current and capital. [34085/17]

13/07/2017WRLL03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment set out the Government’s intention to work with the Oireachtas to sustain appropriate 
annual increases in the Health Budget.  Expenditure is to be based on multi-year budgeting 
supported by a five year Health Service Plan based on realistic and verifiable projections.  The 
Department is currently considering how best to practically implement this commitment and 
work is on-going in the development of the different elements required.

In the meantime, in the context of the annual Estimates process, the HSE are undertaking 
work on Budgeting and Service Planning for 2018 and, as with previous years, the National 
Service Plan for 2018 is expected to be published in early December 2017.

13/07/2017WRLL03500HSE National Service Plan

13/07/2017WRLL03600741. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the HSE will publish a five 
year service plan. [34086/17]

13/07/2017WRLL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment set out the Government’s intention to work with the Oireachtas to sustain appropriate 
annual increases in the Health Budget.  Expenditure is to be based on multi-year budgeting 
supported by a five year Health Service Plan based on realistic and verifiable projections.  The 
Department is currently considering how best to practically implement this commitment and 
work is on-going in the development of the different elements required.

In the meantime, the HSE are undertaking work on Budgeting and Service Planning for 
2018 and, as with previous years, the National Service Plan for 2018 is expected to be published 
in early December 2017.

13/07/2017WRLL03800National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

13/07/2017WRLL03900742. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a report on the 
allocation of the €15 million in 2017 to fund the National Treatment Purchase Fund to urgently 
address waiting lists for those waiting longest; the amount of this funding which has now been 
spent; and the number of persons that will receive scheduled treatment as a result of this expen-
diture. [34087/17]

13/07/2017WRLL04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I acknowledge that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and I am conscious of the burden that this places on patients and their fami-
lies.

Reducing waiting times for the longest waiting patients is one of this Government’s key 
priorities. Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated €20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million 
in 2018.  

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
These plans have been published and their implementation is ongoing.  The Inpatient / Daycase 
and Outpatient Plans   focus on reducing the number of patients waiting 15 months or more 
for inpatient and daycase treatment or for an outpatient appointment by the end of October.  
The Scoliosis Action Plan aims to ensure that no patient who requires scoliosis surgery will be 
waiting more than four months for surgery by the end of 2017.  Under these Plans, since early 
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February, over 15,800 patients have come off the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List and nearly 
57,000 patients have come off the Outpatient Waiting List.  

In addition, the NTPF is currently rolling out its Daycase Waiting List Initiative focused 
on those waiting longest for daycase treatment, with a view to ensuring that in excess of 2,000 
patients waiting more than 18 months for a daycase procedure will have received an offer of an 
appointment for their procedure by the end of June.  The NTPF has advised that to date nearly 
3000 patients files have been transferred to private hospitals under this Initiative, close to 900 
patients have accepted an offer of treatment in a private hospital and around 400 patients have 
received their procedure.

Embedded in all NTPF Initiatives are procedures to report on the type, nature and cost 
of treatments commissioned, including controls to ensure quality patient treatment, value for 
money and efficient processes.  My Department has implemented a robust monitoring frame-
work in this regard.

The NTPF submit regular reports to the Department of Health on the number of patients 
treated, referring hospitals, treating hospitals, and treatment specialty.  It may not be possible to 
make specific information on costs in relation to individual private hospitals available due to its 
commercial sensitivity however, the NTPF provide to the Department financial reports regard-
ing the waiting list initiatives.

13/07/2017WRLL04100Mental Health Services Report

13/07/2017WRLL04200743. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the way his 
Department is honouring the commitment to fully implement A Vision for Change. [34088/17]

13/07/2017WRLL04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): ‘A Vision for Change’, 
published in 2006, set out a 10-year policy framework for Ireland’s mental health services.  It 
recommended that interventions should be aimed at maximising recovery from mental illness, 
building on service user and social network resources to achieve meaningful integration and 
participation in community life. 

The Government is committed to increasing the Mental Health budget annually, as shown 
by the substantial additional funding of some €115m provided for mental health from 2012 to 
2016.  While slower than originally anticipated, progress continues to be made in implementing 
the Report’s recommendations.  The focus in the early years was on the closure of old psychi-
atric hospitals in favour of community service development.  The implementation of Vision has 
been given specific priority in recent years with the additional ring-fenced Government funding 
over the period 2012-17, specifically aimed at modernising mental health services in line with 
Vision and Programme for Government commitments.  A key focus has been approval of some 
1,550 additional posts to strengthen Community Mental Health Teams; enhancing specialist 
community mental health and forensic services, increasing access to counselling and psycho-
therapy; and developing suicide prevention initiatives.  These posts are directly facilitating the 
policy of moving away from traditional institutional based care to a patient-centred, flexible and 
community based mental health service. Staff recruitment and retention has been a challenge 
for the HSE for various reasons, with approximately two thirds of these posts filled so far. Re-
cruitment continues and the HSE has also prioritised specialist areas identified in Vision, which 
were underdeveloped in the past (eg. Eating Disorders, MHID, Forensics, Peri-natal MH). 

The HSE National Service Plans in 2016 and 2017 highlight the broad range of ongoing 
reforms in mental health services.  Overall, service improvements in recent years have included 
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the continued development of bespoke new facilities better suited to modern mental health care, 
the development of child and adolescent services, shorter episodes of in-patient care, the adop-
tion of a recovery approach in the delivery of services and the involvement of service users in 
all aspects of mental health policy, service planning and delivery.  The improvement of services 
has been aided in large part by the establishment of the HSE Mental Health Division, which 
was set up in 2014, delivering on a key recommendation of A Vision for Change.  This Divi-
sion carries operational and financial authority and accountability for all mental health services 
nationally.

The Department of Health is currently advancing a review of A Vision For Change.  Having 
commissioned an Expert Evidence Review (completed in February 2017), an Oversight Com-
mittee will shortly be established to begin the process of updating our mental health policy.

13/07/2017WRLL04400Dental Services 

13/07/2017WRLL04500744. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the status of the national oral 
health programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34104/17]

13/07/2017WRLL04600745. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the status of the national pre-
natal oral health programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34105/17]

13/07/2017WRLL04700746. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the status of the national oral 
health programme for 0 to 16 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34106/17]

13/07/2017WRLL04800747. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the status of the national oral 
health programme for special care, including nursing homes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34107/17]

13/07/2017WRLL04900748. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the status of the national oral 
health programme for children and adult mental health care patients that are designated patients 
under the auspices of the HSE or other such agencies; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34108/17]

13/07/2017WRLL05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 744 to 748, 
inclusive, together.

The National Oral Health Policy, which the Department of Health is currently developing 
will inform future provision of oral health services.  This is a 3-year project led by the Chief 
Dental Officer and is due to be completed later this year.  The project includes a needs assess-
ment, a review of resources and involves consultation with stakeholders, including dental pro-
fessionals and the public.

13/07/2017WRLL05500Community Care

13/07/2017WRLL05600749. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans to examine rolling out a 
scheme whereby community groups can apply for grant assistance to provide community defi-
brillators. [34117/17]

13/07/2017WRLL05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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13/07/2017WRMM00200Proposed Legislation

13/07/2017WRMM00300750. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans to bring the Public Health 
(Alcohol) Bill back to the Houses of Oireachtas for completion. [34139/17]

13/07/2017WRMM00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The Public 
Health (Alcohol) Bill is in the Programme for a Partnership Government. While it is not going 
to be possible to reintroduce the Bill before the recess, it is intended that it is passed through 
both the Dáil and Seanad in the next session of the Oireachtas.

13/07/2017WRMM00500Hospital Admissions

13/07/2017WRMM00600751. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ensure 
that persons eligible for a public bed in a public hospital are not been asked to sign a waiver 
form by the public hospitals in cases in which they have private health insurance (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34153/17]

13/07/2017WRMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): When patients are admitted to hospital they 
have the option of being treated as a public patient or private patient.  Those patients opting to 
be treated privately have chosen to pay the consultant and the hospital in respect of the services 
that each provides.  The charges applied in respect of private care in a public hospital relate not 
only to accommodation costs but also costs associated with non-consultant hospital doctors, 
nursing staff, medicines, blood, medical and surgical supplies, radiology, diagnostics, operating 
theatres, laboratories, administration and support staff.

The operational procedures for the management of patients’ treatment preferences and the 
collection of private inpatient charges are a matter for the HSE in the first instance and I have 
asked the Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this regard.  I am very anxious that the 
application of these necessary procedures is sensitive to the health status of patients whilst in 
hospital and wants to ensure that patients do not experience upset at such a difficult time. The 
Department is therefore working with the HSE to establish what processes are in place across 
the hospital system for implementing the law in this regard. The Department will work with the 
HSE to ensure that a consistent approach is taken in implementing the operational procedures 
and that a monitoring process is put in place.

13/07/2017WRMM00800Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM00900752. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if the request for a CAT scan 
for a person (details supplied) can be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34160/17]

13/07/2017WRMM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
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you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM01100Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM01200753. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34162/17]

13/07/2017WRMM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM01400Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM01500754. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34163/17]

13/07/2017WRMM01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM01700General Practitioner Services Provision

13/07/2017WRMM01800755. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding a general practitioner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34190/17]

13/07/2017WRMM01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRMM02000Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM02100756. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
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eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34193/17]

13/07/2017WRMM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM02300Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM02400757. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34195/17]

13/07/2017WRMM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM02600Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM02700758. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a medical appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34196/17]

13/07/2017WRMM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM02900Hospital Appointments Status
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13/07/2017WRMM03000759. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for an operation for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34197/17]

13/07/2017WRMM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM03200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM03300760. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for an operation for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34198/17]

13/07/2017WRMM03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM03500Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM03600761. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for an operation for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34199/17]

13/07/2017WRMM03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.
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13/07/2017WRMM03800Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM03900762. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for an operation for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34200/17]

13/07/2017WRMM04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM04100Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM04200763. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for an operation for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34201/17]

13/07/2017WRMM04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

13/07/2017WRMM04400Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRMM04500764. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if the HSE and the 
Saolta Hospital Group have or would consider a minor injuries unit in an area (details supplied); 
if consideration has been given to this to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34204/17]

13/07/2017WRMM04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/07/2017WRMM04700Question Heading for question(s)  765

13/07/2017WRMM04800765. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34221/17]
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13/07/2017WRMM04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

Question No. 766 answered with Question No. 537.

13/07/2017WRMM05100Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM05200767. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34223/17]

13/07/2017WRMM05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

Question No. 768 answered with Question No. 537.

13/07/2017WRMM05500Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRMM05600769. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34225/17]

13/07/2017WRMM05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

Question No. 770 answered with Question No. 537.
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13/07/2017WRNN00300Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRNN00400771. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34228/17]

13/07/2017WRNN00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

13/07/2017WRNN00600Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRNN00700772. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34272/17]

13/07/2017WRNN00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRNN00900Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRNN01000773. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34274/17]

13/07/2017WRNN01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.
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13/07/2017WRNN01200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRNN01300774. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34275/17]

13/07/2017WRNN01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRNN01500Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRNN01600775. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34276/17]

13/07/2017WRNN01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRNN01800Disabilities Assessments

13/07/2017WRNN01900776. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of assessments 
of children with possible special needs which are currently outstanding beyond the time periods 
permitted by the Disability Act 2005 in Cork city and county. [34289/17]

13/07/2017WRNN02000777. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of applications 
received by the HSE in respect of children with possible special needs in the Cork South Lee 
area in the 12 months beginning January 2015; and the number of same which were completed 
with the statutory time limits set down by the Disability Act 2005. [34290/17]

13/07/2017WRNN02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 776 and 777 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
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cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRNN02300Hospital Waiting Lists

13/07/2017WRNN02400778. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide informa-
tion (details supplied) regarding public hospital waiting lists. [34292/17]

13/07/2017WRNN02500779. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide informa-
tion (details supplied) regarding public hospital waiting lists for surgery [34293/17]

13/07/2017WRNN02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 778 and 
779 together.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) is responsible for the collection, collation 
and publication of Inpatient/Day Case and Outpatient waiting lists. Waiting list information is  
published on the NTPF website at the end of each month. The information is presented in dif-
ferent report formats, i.e. by Hospital, Hospital Group, and by Specialty on www.ntpf.ie.

In relation to the specific query raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRNN02800Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRNN02900780. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if women who have had 
breast cancer, who have a medical card and are measured and fitted for two bras per year, can 
also be fitted for a swimsuit (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34297/17]

13/07/2017WRNN03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRNN03100Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRNN03200781. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34324/17]

13/07/2017WRNN03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
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you directly.

13/07/2017WRNN03400Eating Disorders

13/07/2017WRNN03500782. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons present-
ing for eating-related disorders, by county, by type of disorder, both male and female; in tabular 
form, the interventions in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34338/17]

13/07/2017WRNN03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRNN03700Domiciliary Care Allowance Data

13/07/2017WRNN03800783. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for children who 
are recipients of domiciliary care allowance to be approved for full medical cards without as-
sessments as promised in July 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34339/17]

13/07/2017WRNN03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) medi-
cal cards have been certified for use since 1 June 2017. From this date, children for whom a 
DCA is paid automatically qualify for a medical card without assessment. 

For a child in receipt of DCA but who currently does not have a DCA medical card, the par-
ent or guardian must register for the scheme either online or through a paper-based form. For 
a child who held a medical card (under discretion or otherwise) prior to 1 June 2017 and who 
is in receipt of DCA, the HSE will have automatically issued them a DCA medical card. For a 
child who held a GP Visit Card (under discretion or otherwise) prior to 1 June 2017, their card 
will have been automatically upgraded by the HSE to a full DCA medical card.

13/07/2017WRNN04000Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRNN04100784. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the expenditure on mental health 
to date in 2017; and the equivalent figures on a like for like basis in terms of services provided 
in each of the years from 2010 to 2016, taking into consideration reclassifications of expendi-
ture between 2010 and 2016. [34340/17]

13/07/2017WRNN04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRNN04300Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRNN04400785. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
on services for CAMHS by county, for more than 12 months, 24 months and 36 months, respec-
tively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34341/17]

13/07/2017WRNN04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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13/07/2017WRNN04600Health Services Staff Data

13/07/2017WRNN04700786. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the original requirement set out 
for each position (details supplied); the number of these positions filled; and the number yet to 
be filled, taking account of demographic change in tabular form. [34342/17]

13/07/2017WRNN04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRNN04900Mental Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WRNN05000787. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to date in 
2017 for the development of early intervention and prevention counselling services by mental 
health and primary care, specifically for young persons under 18 years of age; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34343/17]

13/07/2017WRNN05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRNN05200Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRNN05300788. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the counties in which he plans 
to extend Jigsaw services. [34344/17]

13/07/2017WRNN05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The HSE and Jigsaw 
recently finalised a 2017 Service Agreement which will consolidate the existing 13 Jigsaw sites 
across the country. 

The HSE Mental Health Division is progressing a detailed evaluation of the existing Jigsaw 
services to provide a clearer evidence base to support the model, and to help inform further de-
cisions regarding possible expansion of services. The process to initiate the review is expected 
to commence shortly. 

The HSE and I, are aware of various proposals to expand Jigsaw services, either arising 
from discussions with Jigsaw or from local groups seeking such expansion. The potential for 
further expansion can only be considered in the context of the HSE review, and in light of agree-
ing health service priorities overall for 2018, or beyond.

13/07/2017WRNN05500Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRNN05600789. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to date in 
2017 for specific services to enhance responses to those persons who are homeless and mentally 
ill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34345/17]

13/07/2017WRNN05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): An additional €2 mil-
lion was made available from the additional €35 million allocated for mental health services 
in 2016, to address the specific health needs of homeless persons in the Dublin region, with a 
particular focus on mental health needs.  A key requirement was that any mental health supports 
provided would be developed as part of an overall cohesive response to homelessness.  
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This funding was transferred to the HSE in 2016 to mainly fund Supported Temporary, and 
Long Term Accommodation across 5 different providers (€1.5m million approximately), ex-
pansion of In-Reach services (primary care and mental health) to Supported Temporary Accom-
modation settings (€330,000 approximately) and the expansion of health input into the Housing 
First Scheme. The €2 million provided in 2016 will continue to be provided in 2017 onwards 
to fund these additional services for homeless people with mental health and addiction needs.

The HSE National Service Plan 2017 sets out a commitment to improve health outcomes for 
the most vulnerable in society, including the homeless. Amongst the priority actions for 2017 
are to improve health outcomes for people experiencing or at risk of homelessness, particularly 
those with addiction and mental health needs, by providing key worker, case management, 
general practitioner (GP) and nursing services; and to implement the health actions set out in 
Rebuilding Ireland, Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, on a phased basis, in order to 
provide the most appropriate primary care and mental health services to those in homeless ser-
vices and improve their ability to sustain a normal tenancy.

13/07/2017WROO00200Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WROO00300790. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to date in 
2017 for improved provision of psychotherapeutic interventions for adults and children with 
mental illness. [34346/17]

13/07/2017WROO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WROO00500Mental Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WROO00600791. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the funding to date in 2017 to 
address the service gap for low secure acute care and rehabilitation services for mental health 
service users with complex needs. [34347/17]

13/07/2017WROO00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WROO00800Mental Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WROO00900792. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to date in 
2017 for continued investment in the CAMHS eating disorder service. [34348/17]

13/07/2017WROO01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As this is a 
service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

13/07/2017WROO01100Mental Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WROO01200793. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to date in 
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2017 for the opening of new acute and high observation units. [34349/17]

13/07/2017WROO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply, in respect of Mental Health 
Facilities.

13/07/2017WROO01400Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WROO01500794. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the expenditure incurred in 
agency fees to date in 2017 by the HSE in the provision of mental health services. [34350/17]

13/07/2017WROO01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WROO01700Mental Health Commission Reports

13/07/2017WROO01800795. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the details of approved centres 
that have yet to comply with the mental health commission, in tabular form. [34351/17]

13/07/2017WROO01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Mental Health 
Commission is an independent body that was set up in 2002, whose functions are set out in the 
Mental Health Act 2001.

The main functions of the Commission are to promote, encourage and foster high standards 
and good practices in the delivery of mental health services and to protect the interests of pa-
tients who are involuntarily admitted. The responsibilities of the Commission include the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a Register of Approved Centres, and appointment of the Inspector 
of Mental Health Services who annually inspects mental health services. 

As outlined in the Mental Health Act 2001, the Inspector of Mental Health Services visits, 
inspects and reports on every approved centre at least once every year. Details of these inspec-
tion reports, including compliance issues, are available on the Mental Health Commission web-
site and contain the requested information.  

13/07/2017WROO02000Mental Health Policy

13/07/2017WROO02100796. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if anti-ligature measures have 
been introduced in all settings; and if not, the details of settings where they have yet to be intro-
duced in tabular form [34352/17]

13/07/2017WROO02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WROO02300Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WROO02400797. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals to 
CAMHS received to date in 2017 in each CHO; the number of such referrals accepted; if those 
referrals not accepted were referred to other services; and if so, the details of same in each 
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CHO. [34353/17]

13/07/2017WROO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WROO02600Occupational Therapy

13/07/2017WROO02700798. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford on a waiting list for occupational therapy; the number of children in County Wex-
ford awaiting occupational therapy services for up to 12 months, 24 months and 36 months 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34354/17]

13/07/2017WROO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WROO02900Mental Health Guidelines

13/07/2017WROO03000799. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementation 
of each of the recommendations Nos. 15.1.1 to 15.1.9, inclusive, of a vision for change; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34355/17]

13/07/2017WROO03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Significant progress 
has been made on implementation of A Vision for Change, underpinned by the substantial addi-
tional funding provided by Government since 2012. The HSE budget for mental health services 
is over €850m this year for mental health. All aspects of  adult and child and adolescent services 
are being developed, including acute and community based services, along with  forensic men-
tal health services. Detailed service improvements are reflected each year in the HSE National 
Service Plans and the HSE Mental Health Division Operational Plans, available on the HSE 
website. 

The HSE National Forensic Mental Health Service provides specialist forensic services 
to those referred from the Irish Prison Service, and the Youth Justice Service. It also provides 
consultation and advice to An Garda Síochána, and the Courts Service of Ireland. Every effort 
is made to ensure that forensics mental health care provision is in accordance with the recom-
mendations of A Vision for Change, including legal considerations and person-centred and 
recovery-based approaches on an inter-agency basis.

In relation to Recommendation 15.1.1, all prisoners are medically assessed on committal 
to prison. This includes a mental health assessment which can be employed to develop an indi-
vidual care plan. Where clinically indicated, the prisoner is referred to a forensic clinician who, 
subject to his/her findings, may make certain recommendations to the Governor for the care of 
the prisoner. Prisoners on release, are entitled to be referred to the HSE  mental health services 
in the normal way. 

In regard to 15.1.2, the National Forensic Mental Health Service (NFMHS) at the Central 
Mental Hospital (CMH) at Dundrum provides a Mental Health Prison In-Reach and Court Di-
version Service (PICLS) programme to the Irish Prison Service . The diversion system ensures 
as far as possible that those people presenting before the courts, or indeed at an earlier stage of 
the criminal justice system, where the infraction is a reflection of an underlying mental illness, 
are referred and treated appropriately. This approach has reduced the number of mentally ill 
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people committed to prison, under sentence. An Interdepartmental Group is looking at what 
further improvements can be made on the issue of persons with mental illness and their interac-
tion with the Criminal Justice System. 

The recommendation reflected  in 15.1.3 refers to increasing community based forensic 
mental  health teams. Full multi-disciplinary teams are being developed for Castlerea, Limerick 
and Cork prisons.   

Planning permission for a new modern Forensic mental health facility in Portrane to replace 
the Central Mental Hospital in Dundrum, was granted in June 2015. Phase 1 of the project 
comprises of a new 120 bed hospital, as reflected in Recommendation 15.1.4, along with a new 
10 bed Child and Adolescent Mental Health unit (Recommendation 15.1.6) and a new 10 bed 
Mental Health Intellectual Disability unit (Recommendation 15.1.7). Construction has recently 
commenced on site, to include a new 30 bed Intensive Care Rehabilitation Unit, with a view to 
the new facilities coming on-stream in early 2020. 

In relation to 15.1.5 , there are a number of prison based multi-disciplinary groups that pro-
vide information and support in the area of mental health to prisoners. There are consultant-led 
forensic mental health in-reach teams in all the prisons in Ireland at present. The Irish Prison 
Service (IPS) is seeking to advance a robust system that would see integration and further de-
velopment of services with statutory and voluntary partners. Mental health service provision in 
prisons must form part of the overall community response to this cohort of prisoners. Current 
arrangements with the Central Mental Hospital are a good example of collaborative working. 
In addition to healthcare input, the IPS Psychology Service provide ongoing evidence informed 
therapeutic approaches to those referred to the service who are suffering from mental health 
difficulties.

The implementation of Recommendations 15.1.8 and 15.1.9 are being progressed on a joint 
basis by the health and judicial systems. This involves, for example, the HSE National Forensic 
Mental Health service, An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service. The NFMHS provides 
regular training to An Garda Síochána and the Garda training college at Templemore also de-
livers training as part of the training of all new Garda trainees. The Forensic service provides 
an advisory service to the Garda negotiation team, and has established links to local Gardaí. 
Structured links to Divisional Gardaí level are also being developed. Good progress has been 
made in recent years on the specific recommendations, arising from the significant additional 
funding given to mental health, including the modernisation of the NFMHS and by progress-
ing the work of the Inter Departmental Group on those with mental health issues coming into 
contact with the criminal justice system.

13/07/2017WROO03200Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WROO03300800. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of counties which 
have a seven-day support team for mental health; the details of same in each case; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34356/17]

13/07/2017WROO03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WROO03500Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WROO03600801. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of counties which 
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have a home care team for supporting persons with mental health; the detail of same in each 
case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34357/17]

13/07/2017WROO03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WROO03800Accident and Emergency Departments Staff

13/07/2017WROO03900802. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitals which 
have a psychiatric nurse employed in emergency departments; the detail of same in each case; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34358/17]

13/07/2017WROO04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WROO04100Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WROO04200803. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the agencies funded by the 
NOSP, National Office for Suicide Prevention, in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34359/17]

13/07/2017WROO04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WROO04400Ambulance Service Provision

13/07/2017WROO04500804. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed con-
struction of ambulance stations for Gorey and Enniscorthy; the date on which they will proceed 
to the next stage; the timeframe for tendering process to commence and be completed; the time-
frame for construction to commence; the funding he will allocate to same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34360/17]

13/07/2017WROO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

13/07/2017WROO04700HSE Records

13/07/2017WROO04800805. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the value of drugs under the 
control of the HSE the location of which are unknown, missing or unaccounted for at the end 
of each of the years 2013 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34361/17]

13/07/2017WROO04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific issue raised, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

13/07/2017WROO05000Primary Care Centres

13/07/2017WROO05100806. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if dietetic services will be 
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made available in all new primary care centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34362/17]

13/07/2017WROO05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

13/07/2017WROO05300Mental Health Services Staff

13/07/2017WROO05400807. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his Department’s estimate of 
the additional resources required to provide the funding necessary for the staffing requirements 
under A Vision for Change, taking into account the 2016 census returns, broken down by each 
CHO area. [34363/17]

13/07/2017WROO05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WROO05600Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WROO05700808. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 18 
years of age who have been admitted to acute hospitals on mental health grounds; the number 
of individual children these admissions relate to; and the number of subsequent readmissions in 
2015 and 2016 and to date in 2017. [34364/17]

13/07/2017WROO05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WROO05900Mental Health Tribunals

13/07/2017WROO06000809. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if an analysis has been com-
pleted or studies carried out on the number of admissions and renewal orders revoked before a 
mental health tribunal is held. [34365/17]

13/07/2017WROO06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Under the 2001 Act, 
a person who is involuntarily admitted to an approved centre has their admission or renewal 
order independently reviewed by a mental health tribunal within 21 days. This includes patients 
who were regraded from a voluntary patient to an involuntary patient. Every tribunal is made 
up of a chairperson, a consultant psychiatrist and a lay-person and adults receive free legal 
representation.

It is important to emphasise that Section 28 of the Mental Health Act 2001 obliges the 
consultant psychiatrist responsible for the patient to revoke an order where they become of 
the opinion that the patient is no longer suffering from a mental disorder as defined in the Act. 
However, even if an order is revoked before a Mental Health Tribunal, the patient is written to 
and offered a hearing and the patient’s legal representative will advise them in relation to this.  

Figures in relation to the number of Admissions and Renewal Orders revoked before Mental 
Health Tribunal is held for the years 2012 to 2017 are set out in the following table:
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Year Number of Admissions and Renewal Orders 
revoked before Mental Health Tribunal is 
held

2012 1530
2013 1457
2014 1514
2015 1661
2016 1648
2017 689*
* Figures to end May 2017

13/07/2017WRPP00200Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRPP00300810. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of the 17 mental 
health areas within the nine community health care organisations that provide a full weekend 
support. [34366/17]

13/07/2017WRPP00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRPP00500Hospital Admissions

13/07/2017WRPP00600811. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of admissions under 
the Mental Health Acts that had their status regraded from voluntary to involuntary; and the 
number of admissions that had their status regraded from involuntary to voluntary for each of 
the years 2012 to 2016 to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34367/17]

13/07/2017WRPP00700812. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the numbers of persons admitted 
involuntarily for each of the years 2012 to 2016 and to date in 2017, that did not have a tribunal 
review of their detention; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34368/17]

13/07/2017WRPP00800813. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of admission or-
ders revoked under the Mental Health Acts before a mental health tribunal was held for each 
of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34369/17]

13/07/2017WRPP00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 811 to 813, inclusive, together.

Figures sought by the Deputy for the years 2012 to 2017 are set out in the following table:

Year Numbers regraded from 
Voluntary to Involuntary 
Status

Number of Admissions 
and Renewal Orders 
revoked before Mental 
Health Tribunal is held

Number of Admissions 
and Renewal orders 
revoked at Mental Health 
Tribunal 

2012 567 1530 142
2013 541 1457 171
2014 507 1514 149
2015 608 1661 170
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Year Numbers regraded from 
Voluntary to Involuntary 
Status

Number of Admissions 
and Renewal Orders 
revoked before Mental 
Health Tribunal is held

Number of Admissions 
and Renewal orders 
revoked at Mental Health 
Tribunal 

2016 606 1648 203
2017 204* 689* 69*
* Figures to end May 2017

Under the 2001 Act, a person who is involuntarily admitted to an approved centre has their 
admission or renewal order independently reviewed by a mental health tribunal within 21 days. 
This includes patients who were regraded from a voluntary patient to an involuntary patient. 
Every tribunal is made up of a chairperson, a consultant psychiatrist and a lay-person and adults 
receive free legal representation.

It is important to emphasise that Section 28 of the Mental Health Act 2001 obliges the 
consultant psychiatrist responsible for the patient to revoke an order where they become of 
the opinion that the patient is no longer suffering from a mental disorder as defined in the Act. 
However, even if an order is revoked before a Mental Health Tribunal, the patient is written to 
and offered a hearing and the patient’s legal representative will advise them in relation to this. 
The Mental Health Commission has noted an increase in the uptake of Section 28 hearings in 
2017, however, statistics on same have not yet been collated. I will ask the Mental Health Com-
mission to collate these figures and I will pass them on to the Deputy when they are provided 
to me.

13/07/2017WRPP01200Mental Health Services Staff

13/07/2017WRPP01300814. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of the 34 posts in the 
National Forensic Mental Health Service which are required to meet more secure therapeutic 
environments for those persons who meet the criteria for section 21(2) of the Mental Health Act 
2001 that have been filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34370/17]

13/07/2017WRPP01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRPP01500Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRPP01600815. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for a first appointment with a psychologist, following referral for one, two, three, three plus to 
six, six plus to nine, nine plus to 12 and 12 plus months, by Health Service Executive adminis-
trative area, in tabular form. [34371/17]

13/07/2017WRPP01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRPP01800Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRPP01900816. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for a first appointment with a psychiatrist following referral for one, two, three, three plus to six, 
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six plus to nine, nine plus to 12 and 12 plus months by health service executive administrative 
areas, in tabular form. [34372/17]

13/07/2017WRPP02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRPP02100Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRPP02200817. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the budgeted and actual spend-
ing by mental health administrative area from 2012 to 2016, inclusive and to date in 2017, in 
tabular form. [34373/17]

13/07/2017WRPP02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRPP02400Prescriptions Data

13/07/2017WRPP02500818. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of medical card 
holders who were prescribed anti-depressant medication by local health area in each of the 
years 2011 to 2016, in tabular form. [34374/17]

13/07/2017WRPP02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRPP02700Medical Card Data

13/07/2017WRPP02800819. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of discretionary 
medical cards issued in County Wexford in each of the years 2012 to 2016 and to date in 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34375/17]

13/07/2017WRPP02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas members.

13/07/2017WRPP03000Cancer Screening Programmes

13/07/2017WRPP03100820. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with a 
County Wexford address who have presented with symptoms of breast cancer and have been 
referred to a cancer centre and are waiting for more than three months, more than six months, 
more than one year, and more than two years respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34376/17]

13/07/2017WRPP03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s questions relate to service 
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delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

13/07/2017WRPP03300Mental Health Commission Reports

13/07/2017WRPP03400821. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the recommendations of the 
Mental Health Commission report, The Human Cost, that have been implemented by his De-
partment. [34377/17]

13/07/2017WRPP03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The 2011 report by 
the Mental Health Commission, The Human Cost, looked at the interplay between economic 
hardship and mental health. This report identified a number of  recommendations, which were 
directed at a variety of organisations. 

In relation to the health sector, the report for example advocated a programme of appropri-
ate training, provided on a regular basis, to staff in contact with people experiencing serious 
financial difficulty, and particularly highlighted the benefits of SafeTALK and ASIST training. 
This training continues to be available, with the National Office for Suicide Prevention in-
volved in a range of training initiatives around suicide prevention and mental health promotion. 
The National Office for Suicide Prevention has responsibility for coordination of the national 
education and training plan associated with Connecting for Life  , our national strategy to re-
duce suicide 2015-2020. As part of this, they are responsible for delivering awareness training 
programmes prioritising professionals and volunteers across community-based organisations; 
providing community-based organisations with guidelines, protocols and training on suicide 
prevention; and delivering training in suicide prevention to staff involved in the delivery of rel-
evant services. Since 2004, over 70,000 adults have received free training in suicide prevention 
through the ASIST and SafeTALK programmes. SafeTALK training is suitable for everyone 
over 18 years of age who wants to help prevent suicide and become suicide alert, and is deliv-
ered on request. HSE Regional Resource Officers for Suicide Prevention can be contacted in 
relation to this or to find out more information about available training.

The report also suggests further awareness and information on mental health would be use-
ful. There are a range of such initiatives in place, such as the publication of ‘Concerned about 
Suicide’, a suicide prevention leaflet, and mental health information and anti-stigma campaigns 
such as the ‘Green Ribbon’ and ‘Little Things’ campaigns. It also suggests the creation of a 
leaflet with basic information on mental health (including definitions/descriptions of different 
disorders) for the financial services sector. A separate Parliamentary Question the Deputy sub-
mitted today on this latter issue has been sent to the HSE for direct reply, as this is a specific 
operational matter.

13/07/2017WRPP03600Mental Health Awareness

13/07/2017WRPP03700822. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if his Department has produced 
a mental health information leaflet for the financial services sector; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34378/17]

13/07/2017WRPP03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRPP03900Mental Health Services Data
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13/07/2017WRPP04000823. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
presented for mental health services to HSE facilities in County Wexford in each of the years 
2007 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the number of persons who presented for mental health ser-
vices to HSE facilities with a residential address in County Wexford in each of the years from 
2007 to 2016 and to date in 2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34379/17]

13/07/2017WRPP04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRPP04200Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRPP04300824. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the estimated construction and 
operation costs of a second catheterisation laboratory at University Hospital Waterford; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34380/17]

13/07/2017WRPP04400825. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his views on the methodol-
ogy contained within the Herity report on cardiac services at University Hospital Waterford. 
[34381/17]

13/07/2017WRPP04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 824 and 
825 together.

The Programme for Government committed to the development of a second cath lab at the 
University Hospital Waterford (UHW), subject to a favourable recommendation from an inde-
pendent clinical review. This independent clinical review was completed by Dr Niall Herity, a 
highly respected, Belfast-based NHS cardiologist. I consider that Dr Herity’s approach to the 
analysis and interpretation of the available evidence was independent, thorough and scientifi-
cally robust and took account of best international practice and guidance.  Accordingly, I have 
accepted Dr Herity’s findings and recommendations in their entirety.  

In relation to the Deputy’s specific query regarding the estimated construction and operation 
costs of a second catheterisation laboratory at University Hospital Waterford, as this is a service 
matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

The Deputy may wish to note that, while Dr Herity found that the needs of the effective 
catchment population of UHW can be accommodated in a single cath lab, he recommended 
increased investment in cardiology services at the hospital.  Additional funding of  €0.5m has 
been provided to UHW in 2017 which will enable the hospital to provide 2 additional cath lab 
sessions (8 hours) per week.   A procurement process is also in train for the provision of a tem-
porary mobile cath lab at the hospital. This will contribute to the further reduction in elective 
cardiology waiting lists at UHW.

13/07/2017WRPP04700Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRPP04800826. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time for a 
CAMHS appointment for children in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34382/17]

13/07/2017WRPP04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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13/07/2017WRPP05000Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRPP05100827. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his views on persons with psy-
chiatric illnesses residing in the same facilities as those who have minor mental health issues; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34383/17]

13/07/2017WRPP05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In January 2006, the 
Government adopted the Report of the Expert Group on Mental Health Policy ‘A Vision for 
Change’ as the basis for the future development of mental health services in Ireland. Alongside 
other recommendations, it advocated:

- A holistic view of mental illness and an integrated multidisciplinary approach to address-
ing the biological, psychological and social factors that contribute to mental health problems;

- A move away from traditional institutional-based care to a patient-centred, flexible and 
community based mental health service;

- A person-centred treatment approach which addresses each of these elements through an 
integrated care plan, reflecting best practice, evolved and agreed with both service users and 
their carers.

 The HSE provides a comprehensive range of community-based mental health services, 
which include out-patient care: out-patient clinics (clients referred by GPs), day hospitals, day 
centres, home visits from the mental health team, referral to clinical psychological services, re-
ferral to addiction counselling services, access to social work or occupational therapy services 
and referral back to your GP for continuous care. In-patient care, often of short duration, is 
provided with a view of achieving recovery as soon as possible. 

Admissions to such units would be based on various factors such as professional assess-
ment, the wishes of the person involved and their families, availability of services, etc. In addi-
tion, all approved residential mental health centres are subject to strict inspection criteria by the 
Mental Health Commission, that promote the highest possible standards of safety and quality 
care. Complaints procedures exist in relation to investigating any concerns of the type raised by 
the Deputy, and if you have any specific information in this regard, it should be brought to the 
attention of the HSE.

13/07/2017WRPP05300Home Help Service Data

13/07/2017WRPP05400828. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the average number of home 
help hours the HSE provided to persons in County Wexford in each of the years from 2011 to 
date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34384/17]

13/07/2017WRPP05500831. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for home help in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34387/17]

13/07/2017WRPP05600832. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for home help 
services in County Wexford, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34388/17]

13/07/2017WRPP05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 828, 831 and 832 together.
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As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRPP05800Home Help Service Data

13/07/2017WRPP05900829. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the HSE’s expenditure on agen-
cy staff for home help care; for County Wexford in each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date 
in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34385/17]

13/07/2017WRPP06000830. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of home help staff 
employed by the HSE in County Wexford in each of the years 2007 to 2016 and to date in 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34386/17]

13/07/2017WRPP06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 829 and 830 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

Questions Nos. 831 and 832 answered with Question No. 828.

13/07/2017WRQQ00500Medical Card Applications

13/07/2017WRQQ00600833. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34431/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

13/07/2017WRQQ00800Nursing Home Services

13/07/2017WRQQ00900834. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the excellent service being provided by the staff at a nursing home (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34432/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRQQ01100Medical Card Applications

13/07/2017WRQQ01200835. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the status of an applica-
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tion for a full medical card can be re-examined in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34438/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

13/07/2017WRQQ01400Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRQQ01500836. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when surgery will be of-
fered to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34439/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRQQ01700HSE Properties

13/07/2017WRQQ01800837. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if all issues relating to the 
title of St Brigid’s hospice, Crooksling, have been resolved without cost or loss of any aspect of 
title; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34442/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Your question has been referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply as the management of the healthcare property estate 
is a service matter.

13/07/2017WRQQ02000Medicinal Products

13/07/2017WRQQ02100838. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if medicines for Ireland are 
likely to be included in the discussions to reduce the cost of medicines with particular reference 
to innovative medicines and or generic medicines; if legislation changes are contemplated in 
this context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34443/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The rising cost of medicines is a key issue 
for public health systems everywhere.  I welcome the work of industry groups who identify dif-
ficulties and seek ways to resolve them.  I have asked my Department to review the Medicines 
for Ireland policy manifesto. 
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13/07/2017WRQQ02300Patient Transfers

13/07/2017WRQQ02400839. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person will be transferred 
to the rehabilitation centre in Dun Laoghaire (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34456/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRQQ02600Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRQQ02700840. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34459/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRQQ02900Primary Care Services Provision

13/07/2017WRQQ03000841. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount allocated to primary 
care counselling services in 2016 and 2017, respectively; and the amount of this budget which 
was spent for each service. [34460/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRQQ03200National Office for Suicide Prevention

13/07/2017WRQQ03300842. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount allocated to the Nation-
al Office for Suicide Prevention in 2016 and 2017, respectively; and the amount of this budget 
which was spent, reallocated or returned. [34461/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRQQ03500National Office for Suicide Prevention
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13/07/2017WRQQ03600843. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies which 
currently exist in the National Office for Suicide Prevention; and the time these positions have 
been vacant. [34462/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRQQ03800Primary Care Services Provision

13/07/2017WRQQ03900844. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies which 
currently exist in primary care counselling and other primary care mental health services; and 
the time these positions have been vacant. [34463/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRQQ04100Nursing Staff Data

13/07/2017WRQQ04200845. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of SCAN nurses op-
erating across the State; the catchment area of each and the yearly cost of this position and the 
service [34464/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRQQ04400Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRQQ04500846. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans for further expansion of 
Jigsaw services; his views on the number of services needed; and the areas that are to be priori-
tised [34466/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The HSE and Jigsaw 
recently finalised a 2017 Service Agreement which will consolidate the existing 13 Jigsaw sites 
across the country. 

The HSE Mental Health Division is progressing a detailed evaluation of the existing Jigsaw 
services to provide a clearer evidence base to support the model, and to help inform further de-
cisions regarding possible expansion of services. The process to initiate the review is expected 
to commence shortly. 

The HSE and I, are aware of various proposals to expand Jigsaw services, either arising 
from discussions with Jigsaw or from local groups seeking such expansion. The potential for 
further expansion can only be considered in the context of the HSE review, and in light of agree-
ing health service priorities overall for 2018, or beyond.

13/07/2017WRQQ04700Mental Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WRQQ04800847. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the mental health services receiv-
ing funding from the State; and the amount they were allocated in 2016 and 2017, respectively. 
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[34467/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The overall gross 
non-capital mental health budget for 2017 is €853.1 million, and the Mental Health Budget for 
2016 was €826.6 million. 

Budget 2017 made allowance for an additional €35 million for services to be initiated in 
2017.  Recognising the time lag in new staff taking up posts and the completion of preparations 
for the introduction of these services, it is estimated that the revenue spend in 2017 associated 
with this increased allocation will be some €15 million.  There will also be a further additional 
spend of €9.5 million in mental health associated with increased pay rates, bringing the total 
budget to over €850 million.

With regard to a more detailed breakdown of HSE mental health service funding for the 
years in question, I have referred this to the HSE for direct reply as this is an operational matter.  

13/07/2017WRQQ05000Nursing Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRQQ05100848. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the average yearly salary of a 
psychiatric nurse in the HSE that is not a manager or has any other specialisation. [34468/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRQQ05300HSE Expenditure

13/07/2017WRQQ05400849. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount the HSE and State 
spent in the past five years, respectively, including 2017, on branded medications for psychi-
atric treatment; and the potential for savings from switching to generic products. [34469/17]

13/07/2017WRQQ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRRR00200Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WRRR00300850. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the annual budget for each crisis 
house operating in the State for the past five years, respectively. [34470/17]

13/07/2017WRRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRRR00500Hospital Beds Data

13/07/2017WRRR00600851. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of dedicated beds for 
adult psychiatric treatment by service. [34471/17]
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13/07/2017WRRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply

13/07/2017WRRR00800Mental Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRRR00900852. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of additional CAMHTs 
needed in the Health Service; and the additional cost of staffing these teams on an annual basis. 
[34472/17]

13/07/2017WRRR01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In January 2006, 
the Government adopted the Report of the Expert Group on Mental Health Policy A Vision for 
Change as the basis for the future development of mental health services in Ireland.  The recom-
mendations contained within A Vision for Change were based on Ireland’s then population of 
3.917 million, as indicated in the 2002 census.  The population of Ireland today, based on the 
most recent Census figures for 2016, is 4.7 million.

The table outlines the number of Whole Time Equivalent staff numbers working in Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) as of April 2017, and the gap in staffing ac-
cording to A Vision for Change  recommendations adjusted for an increased population.  Using 
an average figure of €66,000 per Whole Time Equivalent, the additional resources required to 
fill the 583 posts would be €38.5 million per annum. 

Community Team 
Type

Community Health 
Organisation 
(CHO) 

Whole Time 
Equivalents (WTE) 
at April 2017 

% of  A Vision for 
Change(adjusted 
for 2017 popula-
tion) 

WTE gap Per A Vi-
sion for Change

CAMHS CHO 1 57 53% 51 
CHO 2 56 57% 50 
CHO 3 55 55% 45 
CHO 4 86 49% 90 
CHO 5 63 45% 75 
CHO 6 67 55% 54 
CHO 7 71 48% 77 
CHO 8 102 57% 76 
CHO 9 90 69% 52 
ALL 657 53% 583 

Since 2012, €140 million in additional funding has been allocated to the Mental Health 
services.  This has increased the total Mental Health Budget from €711 million in 2012 to over 
€850 million today.  The increased investment in mental health services over the last number 
of years has helped to facilitate an increase in the number and staffing levels of both Adult, and 
Children & Adolescent Community Mental Health Teams. Of the additional 1,550 new mental 
health posts approved since 2012, some 1,150 have been, or are in the process of being recruit-
ed, notwithstanding the very challenging recruitment environment in which the HSE is operat-
ing.  The HSE has prioritised the recruitment of staff required for its mental health services.

13/07/2017WRRR01100Mental Health Services Funding

13/07/2017WRRR01200853. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the annual budget for the past five 
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years, respectively, for each CHO for child and adolescent mental health services. [34473/17]

13/07/2017WRRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRRR01400Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR01500854. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the average cost of the provision of 
an additional bed for child and adolescent mental health services. [34474/17]

13/07/2017WRRR01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRRR01700Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR01800855. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the average cost of the provision of 
an additional bed for adult mental health services. [34475/17]

13/07/2017WRRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRRR02000Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR02100856. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the average cost of the provision of 
an additional bed for psychiatry of old age services. [34476/17]

13/07/2017WRRR02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRRR02300Hospital Beds Data

13/07/2017WRRR02400857. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatry of old age 
beds in the State; the cost for this service in 2016 and 2017; his plans to increase the number of 
beds; and the location of same. [34477/17]

13/07/2017WRRR02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRRR02600Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR02700858. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to move com-
munity mental health services to a seven-day working week model; and the estimated time this 
would take to transition. [34478/17]

13/07/2017WRRR02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible. 

13/07/2017WRRR02900Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR03000859. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost to move 
community mental health services to a 24-7 model; and the estimated time this would take to 
transition. [34479/17]

13/07/2017WRRR03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRRR03200Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRRR03300860. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the mental health services provided 
to those living in direct provision; and the annual cost of this. [34480/17]

13/07/2017WRRR03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRRR03500Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR03600861. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional investment 
required for mental health services to complete the implementation of A Vision for Change. 
[34481/17]

13/07/2017WRRR03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): A Vision For Change, 
our national Mental Health Policy, was introduced in 2006.  Among its recommendations were 
that approximately 10,650 Mental Health Whole Time Equivalents were required to fully im-
plement the policy.  The recommendations of A Vision for Change were based on the population 
figures of the 2002 census (3.9 million) and the total recommended staffing was 10,647.  The 
2016 population is 4.7 million, and the requirements for staffing should be adjusted to 12,760 
for 2016 and a further 1.4% for 2017 totalling 12,778.

As of April 2017, the HSE Mental Health Division have 9,815 Mental Health Whole Time 
Equivalents.  In addition, there are a further 1000 indirect Whole Time Equivalents staff pro-
viding services.  There are also approximately 300 being recruited, with more than 700 posts 
approved and in development from Programme for Government funding. 

The figure of 9,815 Mental Health Whole Time Equivalents, comparable to the 12,778 posts 
as outlined in adjusted A Vision for Change  recommended figures, indicates a gap of 2,963.  
Using an average figure of €66,000 per Whole Time Equivalent, the additional resources re-
quired to fill the gap would be €195.6 million per annum.

Since 2012, around €115 million has been added to the HSE Mental Health Budget, which 
totalled €826 million in 2016.  Budget 2017 made allowance for an additional €35 million for 
services to be initiated in 2017.  Recognising the time lag in new staff taking up posts and the 
completion of preparations for the introduction of these services, it is estimated that the revenue 
spend in 2017 associated with this increased allocation will be some €15 million.  There will 
also be a further additional spend of €9.5 million in mental health associated with increased pay 
rates.  With other minor adjustments, the total budget for mental health in 2017 will be €853.1 
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million.

Recruitment to meet the needs of our mental health services is therefore underpinned by the 
increased Budget Allocations in the National Service Plans of recent years, which have pro-
gressed the implementation of A Vision For Change.  A Vision for Change came to the end of its 
10-year term in 2016 and preparations for a review and updating of policy have been underway 
since early last year.  In September 2016, an external evidence and expert review was commis-
sioned from WRC Consultants as the first step in determining the parameters of a revision of A 
Vision for Change.  This review was completed on 17 February 2017, and provides evidence 
to determine the policy direction for a revision of A Vision for Change, both in terms of inter-
national best practice and the experience of implementing A Vision for Change.  An Oversight 
Committee will shortly be established to oversee the development of a new policy for mental 
health based on the outcome of the Expert Review.

13/07/2017WRRR03800Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR03900862. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of providing 
SafeTalk training to all secondary level students over 16 years of age [34482/17]

13/07/2017WRRR04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRRR04100Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR04200863. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of operat-
ing an additional 11 crisis houses across the State, including initial set up costs, that would be 
incurred. [34483/17]

13/07/2017WRRR04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply in respect of mental health 
services.

13/07/2017WRRR04400Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR04500864. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the average estimated cost to en-
sure that all accident and emergency departments, Garda custody suites and prisons have a 
psychiatric nurse on duty at all times. [34484/17]

13/07/2017WRRR04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRRR04700Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR04800865. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated average cost of the 
provision of an additional bed for psychiatry of old age services. [34485/17]

13/07/2017WRRR04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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13/07/2017WRRR05000Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR05100866. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated average cost of en-
suring the provision of at least one mental health professional on every primary care team in 
the State. [34486/17]

13/07/2017WRRR05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRRR05300Mental Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRRR05400867. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of extending 
free primary care counselling to persons that earn less than the living wage of €456 per week. 
[34487/17]

13/07/2017WRRR05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/07/2017WRRR05600Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRRR05700868. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the services available to support 
persons with mental health issues to secure stable accommodation; and the estimated annual 
cost of these services. [34488/17]

13/07/2017WRRR05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRRR05900Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRRR06000869. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the services to support persons 
with mental health issues to secure stable employment; and the estimated annual cost of these 
services. [34489/17]

13/07/2017WRRR06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRSS00200Mental Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRSS00300870. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the funding providing for mental 
health crisis hotline telephone services. [34490/17]

13/07/2017WRSS00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRSS00500Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRSS00600871. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
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eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34494/17]

13/07/2017WRSS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRSS00800Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRSS00900872. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34496/17]

13/07/2017WRSS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

13/07/2017WRSS01100Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRSS01200873. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case of a 
person (details supplied). [34497/17]

13/07/2017WRSS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,   has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.
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13/07/2017WRSS01400Hospitals Capital Programme

13/07/2017WRSS01500874. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
posed 100-bed unit for St Mary’s Hospital in Drogheda, County Louth; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34499/17]

13/07/2017WRSS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Capital Programme announced in Janu-
ary 2016 provides for the replacement and refurbishment of 90 public nursing homes across 
the country over the next five years including St. Mary’s Hospital, Drogheda. Under this Pro-
gramme it is proposed to deliver a new build community nursing home by 2020. This will re-
place existing beds where the physical environment requires substantial improvement. 

Significant work has been undertaken by the HSE in determining the most appropriate 
scheduling of projects over the multi-annual period from 2016 to 2021, within the phased pro-
vision of funding, to achieve compliance and registration with HIQA. All healthcare infrastruc-
ture developments, including this development, must comply with DPER guidelines and EU 
directives and will require a lead-in time to complete the various stages. These stages include 
appraisal, project brief, design feasibility, detailed design, some of which may overlap, the re-
view of costing estimates and finalisation of financing.

13/07/2017WRSS01700Hospitals Building Programme

13/07/2017WRSS01800875. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the status of development 
for two centres (details supplied); the planned opening date for each of the two centres; and the 
planned opening times for the two centres. [34501/17]

13/07/2017WRSS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new children’s hospital on a campus 
shared with St James’s Hospital will provide specialist and complex care for children and young 
people from all over Ireland, and with the Paediatric OPD and Urgent Care Centres at Connolly 
and Tallaght Hospitals, will be the regional hospital for the children of the Greater Dublin area, 
as well as Wicklow, Kildare and parts of Meath.  

On 26 April 2017 the Government approved the investment required to enable the National 
Paediatric Hospital Development Board to award the construction contracts for the building of 
the main children’s hospital on the St. James’s Hospital campus and the two Paediatric Out-
patients and Urgent Care Centres on the Tallaght and Connolly Hospitals campuses. Enabling 
works on the main site are 

The Paediatric Outpatient and Urgent Care Satellite Centres at Tallaght and Connolly Hos-
pitals will improve geographic access to urgent care for children in the Greater Dublin Area.  
The two centres will support primary and community care through the provision of general 
community and paediatric clinics, including developmental paediatrics, multidisciplinary care 
for children with chronic stable conditions and other outpatient services.  The centres will help 
to reduce Emergency Department and outpatient attendance at the new children’s hospital on a 
campus shared with St James’s.  

Each Paediatric OPD and Urgent Care Centre will provide consultant-led urgent care, with 
4-6 hour observation beds, appropriate diagnostics and secondary outpatient services including 
rapid access general paediatric clinics as well as child sexual abuse unit examination, observa-
tion and therapy rooms.  Each centre is projected to deal with 25,000 urgent care and 15,000 
outpatient attendances every year. 
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The construction of the Paediatric OPD and Urgent Care Satellite Centres is scheduled to be 
completed with a phased opening from Q4 2018 for Connolly and Q1 2019 for Tallaght and the 
new children’s hospital in 2021.

The centres will be open during the known busiest daytime and evening hours and closed 
during the night when departments are at their quietest. It is anticipated that the Paediatric OPD 
and Urgent Care Centres at Tallaght and Connolly will open from 08.00 to 24.00, diagnostic 
services from 08.00 to 20.00 and outpatient services from 08.00 to 18.00.

13/07/2017WRSS02000Hospital Facilities

13/07/2017WRSS02100876. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if the proposed satellite 
emergency and urgent care centres for children planned for Tallaght and Connolly hospitals in 
Dublin will have inpatient beds. [34502/17]

13/07/2017WRSS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new children’s hospital on a campus 
shared with St James’s Hospital will provide specialist and complex care for children and young 
people from all over Ireland, and with the Paediatric OPD and Urgent Care Centres at Connolly 
and Tallaght Hospitals, will be the regional hospital for the children of the Greater Dublin area, 
as well as Wicklow, Kildare and parts of Meath.  

The Paediatric Outpatient and Urgent Care Satellite Centres at Tallaght and Connolly Hos-
pitals will improve geographic access to urgent care for children in the Greater Dublin Area.  
The two centres will support primary and community care through the provision of general 
community and paediatric clinics, including developmental paediatrics, multidisciplinary care 
for children with chronic stable conditions and other outpatient services.  The centres will help 
to reduce Emergency Department and outpatient attendance at the new children’s hospital on a 
campus shared with St James’s.  

Each Paediatric OPD and Urgent Care Centre will provide consultant-led urgent care, with 
4-6 hour observation beds, appropriate diagnostics and secondary outpatient services including 
rapid access to general paediatric clinics as well as child sexual abuse unit examination, obser-
vation and therapy rooms. There are no in patient or daycase beds planned for either of the OPD 
and urgent care centres, however short stay beds will be available in both centres. Each centre is 
projected to deal with 25,000 urgent care and 15,000 outpatient attendances every year.

13/07/2017WRSS02300Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRSS02400877. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34510/17]

13/07/2017WRSS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
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you directly.

13/07/2017WRSS02600Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRSS02700878. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the total spend on homeless 
services by his Department and agencies under the aegis of his Department for each year since 
2013; and the estimated spend for 2017 and 2018. [34563/17]

13/07/2017WRSS02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRSS02900General Practitioner Services Provision

13/07/2017WRSS03000879. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
introducing universal free GP care. [34564/17]

13/07/2017WRSS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The cost of GP visit and medical cards var-
ies significantly with the age of the cardholder.  The following table outlines the current indica-
tive annual cost for GP visit card eligibility and medical card eligibility, by age group.

Indicative Annual Cost per Card
Age Group GP Visit Card Medical Card
0 – 4 Yrs €243 €392
5 – 15 Yrs €163 €214
16 - 44 Yrs €149 €595
45 – 64 Yrs €221 €1,217
65 – 69 Yrs €250 €1,602
Aged 70 and over €500 €2,092
Note: Data is compiled by the HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service, based on avail-

able information for the 6 month period to February 2017 and by extrapolation to full year 
costs.

The extension of free GP care to all citizens not currently covered by a medical card or GP 
visit card would encompass a further 2.6 million people approximately.

The Deputy will be aware of the ongoing review of the GMS and other publicly funded con-
tracts involving GPs, and that the next phase of discussions to progress this work is underway. 
The estimated cost of extending free GP care to all citizens will vary depending on the outcome 
of these negotiations and any implications they may have for the future scope and content of the 
general practitioner service, and the relevant fees and payments to GPs. As with any negotiation 
type process, and given the range and complexity of the issues to be discussed, the engagement 
may take some time.

13/07/2017WRSS03200Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRSS03300880. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
maximum waiting times of 12 weeks for inpatient procedures, ten weeks for outpatient ap-
pointments and ten days for diagnostic tests as recommended in the Committee on the Future 
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of Healthcare’s Report. [34565/17]

13/07/2017WRSS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Committee on the Future of Healthcare 
Slaintecare report, the recent publication of which I welcome, has recommended a universal 
single-tier public health system. The report is the culmination of a year-long process of un-
precedented cross-party collaboration, dialogue and engagement and is testament of the desire 
across the political spectrum and across the broader stakeholder community to work collabora-
tively to address the challenges in the health service. It is vital that we now that we reflect on the 
wide-ranging and far-reaching findings and recommendations of the Committee. To that end, I 
am currently developing a response to the report, which I hope to bring to Government quickly.

I acknowledge that waiting times are often unacceptably long and I am conscious of the 
burden that this places on patients and their families. 

Reducing waiting times for the longest waiting patients is one of this Government’s key 
priorities. Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated €20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million 
in 2018. 

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services. 
These plans have been published and their implementation is ongoing. The Inpatient / Daycase 
and Outpatient Plans   focus on reducing the number of patients waiting 15 months or more 
for inpatient and daycase treatment or for an outpatient appointment by the end of October. 
The Scoliosis Action Plan aims to ensure that no patient who requires scoliosis surgery will be 
waiting more than four months for surgery by the end of 2017. Under these Plans, since early 
February, over 15,800 patients have come off the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List and nearly 
57,000 patients have come off the Outpatient Waiting List.  

In addition, the NTPF is currently rolling out its Daycase Waiting List Initiative focused 
on those waiting longest for daycase treatment, with a view to ensuring that in excess of 2,000 
patients waiting more than 18 months for a daycase procedure will have received an offer of an 
appointment for their procedure by the end of June.   The NTPF has advised that to date nearly 
3000 patients files have been transferred to private hospitals under this Initiative, close to 900 
patients have accepted an offer of treatment in a private hospital and around 400 patients have 
received their procedure.

13/07/2017WRSS03500Health Services Staff Data

13/07/2017WRSS03600881. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
appointing 100 additional obstetricians and gynaecologists. [34566/17]

13/07/2017WRSS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

13/07/2017WRSS03800Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRSS03900882. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
introducing universal free hospital care, including the abolition of all inpatient, outpatient and 
accident and emergency charges. [34567/17]

13/07/2017WRSS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government’s on-going programme 
of health reform is intended to put in place the building blocks towards universal healthcare, 
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where all people can access the health services they need, of sufficient quality to be effective, 
while ensuring that the use of these services does not expose them to financial hardship. 

These building blocks are all significant milestones on the road to universal healthcare and 
have the potential to drive performance improvement and deliver significant benefits in terms 
of timely access to high quality care.

The recently published report of the Committee on the Future of Healthcare, Sláintecare, 
has recommended the development of a universal single-tier public health system. As the Dep-
uty is aware, the Committee has recommended the removal of a variety of user charges as part 
of its proposals in this regard.  

I have welcomed the publication of the Committee’s report, which is the culmination of a 
year-long process of unprecedented cross-party collaboration, dialogue and engagement and is 
testament of the desire across the political spectrum and across the broader stakeholder com-
munity to work collaboratively to address the challenges in the health service. It is vital that we 
now allow time to reflect on the findings and recommendations of the Committee. To that end, I 
am currently developing a response to the report, which I hope to bring to Government quickly.

13/07/2017WRSS04100Home Care Packages Data

13/07/2017WRSS04200883. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
introducing universal free nursing home care. [34568/17]

13/07/2017WRSS04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in need of long-term nursing 
home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their income and assets 
while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing 
home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for in the most 
appropriate settings.

The Scheme has a budget of €940 million in 2017, providing support to just over 23,600 
people by the end of the year with a waiting time for funding not expected to exceed four weeks 
this year.  This equates to an approximate cost of care of almost €40,000 per person in 2017.  
However, it should be noted that any estimation of the cost of universal free nursing home care 
would depend on a number of factors, including demand for long-term residential care at any 
particular point in time; changes in population health status; changes in the cost of care; possi-
ble new models of care of older people in the future; and the average length of stay of residents 
in long-term residential care facilities.  

It is also important to note that there are residents in long-term residential care facilities who 
are privately funding their own care i.e. they are not in receipt of state support under the NHSS.  

Furthermore, the NHSS covers the cost of the standard components of long-term residential 
care which are:

-  Nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person;

-  Bed and board;

-  Basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of everyday liv-
ing;

-  Laundry service.
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An estimated cost of services provided by nursing home providers and which are not cov-
ered under the NHSS basket of services is not available.

As such, it is not possible to provide an estimated annual cost of introducing universal free 
nursing home care.

13/07/2017WRSS04400Health Services Data

13/07/2017WRSS04500884. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
ensuring universal free access to drug rehabilitation and treatment programmes. [34569/17]

13/07/2017WRSS04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRSS04700Sexually Transmitted Infections

13/07/2017WRSS04800885. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
introducing universal free screening, prevention and treatment programmes for sexually trans-
mitted diseases. [34570/17]

13/07/2017WRSS04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service issue, the question has been referred to the HSE to respond directly to you.

13/07/2017WRSS05000Home Care Packages Data

13/07/2017WRSS05100886. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
introducing universal free home care. [34571/17]

13/07/2017WRSS05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The HSE has opera-
tional responsibility for planning, managing and delivering home and other community - based 
services for older people.  Services are provided on the basis of assessed health-care need and 
there is currently no means-testing.   The overall funding for Services for Older People in 2017 
is €765 million.  This includes about €373 million for the direct provision of home care and the 
HSE’s National Service Plan provides for a target of 10.57 million Home Help Hours, 16,750 
Home Care Packages and 190 Intensive Home Care Packages for clients with complex needs. 
Despite this significant level of service provision, the demand for Home Care continues to grow 
as many more of older people with complex care needs are maintained at home. As well as the 
demand for additional service levels, the need for services outside of core hours Monday to 
Friday is also increasing.

The Department is currently engaged in a detailed process to determine what type of home 
care scheme is best for Ireland, in relation to both regulation and funding. As part of the process 
the Minister for Health and I launched a public consultation process on 6 July. The purpose of 
this consultation is to allow all those who have views on this topic to have their say, including 
older people themselves, their families, and healthcare workers and I strongly urge all those 
with an interest in home care services to make a submission to the consultation.

13/07/2017WRSS05300Medicinal Products Data
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13/07/2017WRSS05400887. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost 
of abolishing all out-of-pocket payments for health care and medicines for public patients. 
[34572/17]

13/07/2017WRSS05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRSS05600Medicinal Products Data

13/07/2017WRSS05700888. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
abolishing all out-of-pocket payments for health care and medicines. [34573/17]

13/07/2017WRSS05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRSS05900Medicinal Products Data

13/07/2017WRSS06000889. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
introducing universal free contraception. [34574/17]

13/07/2017WRSS06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service issue, the question has been referred to the HSE to respond directly to you.

13/07/2017WRTT00200Health Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRTT00300890. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
introducing free access to fertility treatments, including IVF, for persons of childbearing age on 
the public health system. [34575/17]

13/07/2017WRTT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, in February 
2016, the Health Research Board (HRB) was engaged to conduct a comprehensive review of 
international public funding models for AHR.  The completed HRB evidence review was pub-
lished simultaneously on the Department of Health’s and the HRB’s websites on Wednesday 
15 March 2017. 

This evidence review examines the public funding mechanisms for AHR in different coun-
tries.  The review looks at the associated costs and benefits for the funder, provider and patient, 
the criteria for accessing the public funded service and the basis for these criteria in different 
jurisdictions.  The review does not indicate a recommendation or preference for a specific fund-
ing model; rather it outlines the pros and cons of such funding models, the different aspects of 
models in different jurisdictions, as well as the different rationales underpinning such funding 
models. 

The HRB evidence review will be analysed by officials in my Department in the context of 
considering policy options for a potential public funding model for AHR treatment.  It should 
be noted that, any funding model that might ultimately be introduced would need to operate 
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within the broader regulatory framework relating to AHR.

Work on the General Scheme of an AHR Bill is well-advanced in my Department and I con-
sider this and the development of policy on public funding for AHR treatment to be a priority 
for 2017. 

13/07/2017WRTT00500Abortion Services Provision

13/07/2017WRTT00600891. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
introducing free access on the public service to abortion services in accordance with the Citi-
zens’ Assembly recommendations. [34576/17]

13/07/2017WRTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information the Deputy has requested 
is not available at this time.  

As the Deputy is aware, the report of the Citizens’ Assembly on the Eighth Amendment 
of the Constitution, containing its recommendations, is being considered by the Special Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution, which has been formally 
established by the Dáil and the Seanad for the purpose.  The remit of the Special Joint Commit-
tee is to consider the Citizens’ Assembly report and recommendations and to report its conclu-
sions and recommendations to both Houses of the Oireachtas within three months of its first 
public meeting.

The Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 currently regulates access to a termi-
nation of pregnancy, if a pregnant women’s life, as distinct from her health, is at risk from a 
threat to her physical or mental health.  Delivery of termination of pregnancy under the Act is 
provided in public obstetric units or, where needed, in large public multi-disciplinary hospitals 
with critical and intensive care facilities, as part of general obstetric/gynaecological services.

13/07/2017WRTT00800Maternity Services Provision

13/07/2017WRTT00900892. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
making access to non-invasive prenatal testing freely available as part of the maternity and 
infant care scheme. [34577/17]

13/07/2017WRTT01000893. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
making access to combined prenatal testing including nuchal translucency scan freely available 
as part of the maternity and infant care scheme. [34578/17]

13/07/2017WRTT01100894. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
ensuring universal access to 20-week foetal anomaly scans as part of the maternity and infant 
care scheme. [34579/17]

13/07/2017WRTT01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 892 to 894, 
inclusive, together.

The Maternity and Infant Care Scheme provides an agreed programme of care, free of 
charge, to an expectant mother arising out of her pregnancy and to her new born baby for six 
weeks after birth.  All expectant mothers who are ordinarily resident in Ireland are eligible to 
avail of services under the scheme.  Women who choose to avail of these services are under the 
care of both a general practitioner of their choice and a hospital obstetrician.  Care can be ob-
tained from any general practitioner who has a contract for the provision of services under the 
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scheme.  The scheme provides for 12 ante-natal visits – six to the general practitioner and six to 
the chosen maternity unit/hospital in the case of a first pregnancy.  In subsequent pregnancies, 
there are seven visits to the general practitioner and five to the maternity unit/hospital.  There 
are also two post-natal visits to the general practitioner – at two weeks for the baby and at six 
weeks for mother and baby. 

Action 63 of The National Maternity Strategy – Creating a Better Future Together 2016-
2026 commits the HSE to ensure “...a review of the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme is un-
dertaken, and any necessary adaptations made, to reflect the new Model of Care proposed in 
this Strategy.” 

As the questions relate to clinical issues, they have been referred to the Health Service Ex-
ecutive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRTT01500Medicinal Products Expenditure

13/07/2017WRTT01600895. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost 
of making pre-exposure prophylaxis available free of charge on the public health service. 
[34580/17]

13/07/2017WRTT01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service issue, the question has been referred to the HSE to respond directly to you.

13/07/2017WRTT01800Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRTT01900896. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the cost of introducing a mini-
mum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34581/17]

13/07/2017WRTT02000897. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the cost to introduce a mini-
mum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full-time employees under the aegis of his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34582/17]

13/07/2017WRTT02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 896 and 
897 together.

I have asked that the HSE respond to you directly on the aspect of the question that relates 
to public sector employees in the HSE, and in Section 38 agencies under their aegis.  This in-
formation in relation to Non-Commercial State Agencies under the aegis of the Department,  is 
being sought and will be forwarded to the Deputy when collated.

13/07/2017WRTT02300Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRTT02400898. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34614/17]

13/07/2017WRTT02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 



Questions - Written Answers

580

individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRTT02600Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRTT02700899. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34615/17]

13/07/2017WRTT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRTT02900Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRTT03000900. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34623/17]

13/07/2017WRTT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRTT03200National Maternity Hospital Administration

13/07/2017WRTT03300901. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the arrangements he is making 
to protect the public interest in the new national maternity hospital; if public interest directors 
will be appointed to its board and to the board of the St Vincent’s Hospital Group at Elm Park, 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34625/17]

13/07/2017WRTT03400902. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if management fees or other 
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fees will be payable by the new national maternity hospital to the St Vincent’s Hospital Group 
at Elm Park, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34626/17]

13/07/2017WRTT03500903. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the arrangements he is making 
to ensure that the St Vincent’s Hospital Group at Elm Park, Dublin, cannot raise borrowings on 
the assets of the new national maternity hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34627/17]

13/07/2017WRTT03600904. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the board of the national ma-
ternity hospital will be accountable to the board of the St Vincent’s Hospital Group at Elm Park, 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34628/17]

13/07/2017WRTT03700905. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the board and chief execu-
tive of the St Vincent’s Hospital Group at Elm Park, Dublin, will have an influence over the 
policies and finances of the national maternity hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34629/17]

13/07/2017WRTT03800906. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the progress he and his officials 
have made on the arrangements between his Department, the national maternity hospital at 
Holles Street and St Vincent’s healthcare group which he was due to report to Dáil Éireann on 
at the end of May 2017; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34630/17]

13/07/2017WRTT03900921. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the proposed new national 
maternity hospital will be retained in public ownership; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34675/17]

13/07/2017WRTT04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 901 to 906, 
inclusive, and 921 together.

The Deputy can be assured that there has been extensive engagement between my Depart-
ment and the St Vincent’s Healthcare Group (SVHG) over the last few weeks, to agree the 
mechanism by which the State investment in the new National Maternity Hospital, on the St 
Vincent’s University Hospital campus, will be protected.  Discussions have been led by the 
Secretary General, and have, I am advised, been very constructive to date.  

The discussions have also been very comprehensive and have taken somewhat longer than 
originally anticipated.  As the discussions are not yet concluded, the Deputy will appreciate that 
it would be premature for me to disclose any great detail at this stage.  However, I can confirm 
that it will be necessary to draw up a detailed legal agreement between the parties which will 
require further engagement with SVHG, NMH and the Department.  It is my intention to bring 
the terms of the proposed agreement, in due course, to Government prior to approval.

With regard to the governance arrangements for the new hospital, the terms of the Mulvey 
agreement provide for the establishment of a new company - “The National Maternity Hospital 
at Elm Park DAC (limited by shares)”.  As that agreement was essentially a framework agree-
ment, further work is required to define and clarify issues in the context of the establishment of 
the new DAC.  However it is clear, that the new company will have clinical and operational, as 
well as financial and budgetary independence in the provision of maternity, gynaecology and 
neonatal services.

13/07/2017WRTT04600Hospital Appointments Status
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13/07/2017WRTT04700907. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (detail supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34632/17]

13/07/2017WRTT04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRTT04900Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRTT05000908. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34633/17]

13/07/2017WRTT05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRTT05200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRTT05300909. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34640/17]

13/07/2017WRTT05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRUU00200Hospital Appointments Status
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13/07/2017WRUU00300910. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34641/17]

13/07/2017WRUU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRUU00500Health Care Infrastructure Provision

13/07/2017WRUU00600911. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the dialogue which has been un-
dertaken by his Department with religious organisations on the management and ownership of 
health care facilities by those organisations, with particular regard to proposed changes in that 
relationship, especially in circumstances in which the services are predominantly funded by the 
State. [34642/17]

13/07/2017WRUU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Ireland is not unique in the participation of 
voluntary organisations, including those with religious involvement, in the delivery of publicly 
funded healthcare.  However, it is proper that the frameworks within which service providers 
operate in delivering publicly funded health services are subject to on-going consideration.

In recent years, the nature of the relationship between voluntary organisations and the State 
has been clarified in a number of ways.  The HSE operates a robust Governance Framework 
which governs grant-funding provided to all Non-Statutory Service Providers and provides 
for detailed service level agreements.  In the voluntary sector, it is required practice for public 
capital investment to be accompanied by a lien which protects the State’s interest.  All public 
hospitals are inspected by HIQA and are subject to national clinical standards and guidelines. 
These arrangements and controls are what are paramount in ensuring high quality care and pa-
tient safety, robust operational and clinical governance, and value for State investments. 

I recognise that there are different and evolving views on the ownership and governance 
of publicly funded healthcare facilities.  The recent debate around the location of the National 
Maternity Hospital has generated increased discussions in recent months on these issues.  In 
this regard, the Deputy will be aware that the Religious Sisters of Charity have announced they 
are relinquishing their ownership of, and involvement with, the St Vincent’s Healthcare Group. 
I can assure the Deputy that the St Vincent’s Healthcare Group has directly briefed my officials 
on this decision. 

As I have stated previously, I believe it is now timely to consider more broadly the role of 
voluntary organisations in the public healthcare system. I intend that this will be an inclusive 
process of consideration and will provide an opportunity for views from all interested parties. 
It is my intention to bring proposals to Government shortly. 

This process can be expected to raise a broad range of complex policy issues that will need 
to be addressed on into the future and therefore can, rightfully, be expected to take some time.
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13/07/2017WRUU00800Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRUU00900912. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34643/17]

13/07/2017WRUU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRUU01100Disease Awareness

13/07/2017WRUU01200913. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is following the 
guidelines issued by the Centre for Disease Control, CDC, in the USA for the testing for Lyme 
disease; if its attention has been drawn to the change in policy by the CDC whereby it now ac-
cepts the need for more than one test and that new forms of test are required; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34655/17]

13/07/2017WRUU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lyme disease (also known as Lyme bor-
reliosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi. It is 
transmitted to humans by bites from ticks infected with the bacteria. The Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC) of the HSE has extensive information concerning Lyme disease on 
its website http://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/vectorborne/lymedisease/. 

Lyme disease is diagnosed by medical history and physical examination. The infection is 
confirmed by blood tests which look for antibodies produced by an infected person’s body in 
response to the infection. These normally take several weeks to develop and may not be present 
in the early stages of the disease. The standard approach to Lyme diagnostics is a two-stage ap-
proach and involves using a sensitive enzyme immunoassay (EIA) as an initial, screening step.  
Screening EIAs can be insufficiently specific, giving false-positive reactions in the presence of 
other similar bacteria, and certain other viral infections, including glandular fever.  In addition, 
blood samples from patients with autoimmune disorders and other inflammatory conditions can 
also lead to false-positive results. Samples giving positive or equivocal results in screening tests 
are further investigated in a second-stage immunoblot (Western blot) tests. Use of immunoblot 
testing greatly increases specificity.  Using this two stage approach will give a great degree of 
certainty around the diagnosis of Lyme. 

All clinical (and other) laboratories in Ireland must undergo continuous quality assurance to 
ensure that the quality of the diagnostics they provide is maintained at the highest international 
level for human diagnostics. Some laboratories abroad do not use antibody tests like the EIA 
(screening ELISA test) and Western Blot and instead will use other types of tests, for example, 
testing for levels of a specific white blood cell (CD-57) or lymphocyte transformation tests 
(tests to measure how specific cells in a person’s immune system respond when exposed to an-
tigens against Borrelia burgdorferi - the bacterium responsible for Lyme disease).  These types 
of tests are not currently recommended by international groups for a number of reasons:
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1.  There is not enough scientific evidence that they are suitable tests to diagnose Lyme 
disease;

2.  There is no standard method to perform and interpret these kind of tests; and

3.  Positive results in these kinds of tests may be due to other illnesses or conditions and not 
just Borrelia infection.

The Scientific Advisory Committee of the HPSC, the Infectious Diseases Society of Ireland, 
the Irish Society of Clinical Microbiologists, the Irish Institute of Clinical Neuroscience and the 
Irish College of General Practitioners agreed a Consensus Statement on the Clinical Manage-
ment of Lyme Borreliosis, which endorsed the previously referenced, internationally recog-
nised set of guidelines (those of the IDSA) to Medical Practitioners to ensure a standardised 
approach to the diagnosis and management of Lyme disease in Ireland.  

The Scientific Advisory Committee of the HPSC has established a Lyme Borreliosis Sub-
Committee, the aim of which is to develop strategies to undertake primary prevention in order 
to minimise the harm caused by Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland.  In addition to staff from the 
HPSC, the membership of the Sub-Committee includes specialists in Public Health Medicine, 
Consultants in Infectious Diseases, Clinical Microbiology, Occupational Health an Entomolo-
gist from the Parks and Wildlife Service, a representative from the Local Government Manage-
ment Agency, an Environmental Health Officer and, very importantly, a representative from 
Tick Talk Ireland, the primary Support Group for Lyme disease in Ireland. 

The initial work of the Lyme Borreliosis Sub-committee involved a survey of laboratory 
methods for the diagnosis of Lyme borreliosis in Ireland, the development of Lyme borreliosis 
guidance for general practitioners, the publication of medical media articles to highlight diag-
nostics and laboratory methods relating to Lyme borreliosis available in Ireland. Material has 
been produced which is aimed both at the general public and General Practitioners.  

There is extensive information for the public and health professionals on the HPSC website. 
This information for the public includes:

-  Lyme Disease Frequently Asked Questions;

-  Laboratory testing for Lyme Disease: FAQs for general public; 

-  Lyme Disease Illustrations; and

-  CDC’s instructions on how to remove a tick.

There is significant support and information for health professionals on the HPSC website. 
These supports include a fact sheet on tick borne diseases, including Lyne Disease. This fact 
sheet gives information on clinical  the disease, transmission routes, prevention measures, di-
agnosis, and management and treatment. There is also an erythema migrans (EM) diagnostic 
tool to aid health professionals in the diagnosis of EM, which is frequently the earliest clinical 
manifestation of Lyme borreliosis. 

The Deputy refers to guidelines issued by the Centre for Disease Control in the USA.  It 
would be inappropriate for me to comment on guidelines used in other countries.

13/07/2017WRUU01400Hospital Services

13/07/2017WRUU01500914. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tions Nos. 432 of 18 October 2016, 339 of 6 December 2016, and 496 of 21 of February 2017 
when the national steering group established by him to develop policy on a major trauma sys-
tem for Ireland will publish its first report; if the group visited St Luke’s hospital to assess its 
current services; the status of the group’s recommendations specifically in respect of St Luke’s 
Hospital, County Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34659/17]

13/07/2017WRUU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The primary aim of developing a Trauma 
Policy will be to improve patient outcomes and lead to a reduction in preventable death and dis-
ability The future trauma system will build on the strengths of pre-hospital care, all of our acute 
hospitals and post-acute care and will require hospitals to work together to provide an optimal 
configuration of trauma services.

The Steering Group has engaged with the Department of Health, the HSE and all relevant 
HSE National Clinical Leads,  including Surgery,  Pre-Hospital Emergency Care, Critical Care,  
Orthopaedics and Trauma on the development of the policy.  The report of the Trauma Steering 
Group is now nearing completion and it is anticipated that the final Report will be submitted to 
me in the coming weeks.

13/07/2017WRUU01700Health Services Provision

13/07/2017WRUU01800915. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied  that adequate 
services are in place to cater for children in the south east with type 1 diabetes in University 
Hospital Waterford; his plans to examine the provision of services to manage children with type 
1 diabetes on insulin pumps attending university hospital Waterford; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34662/17]

13/07/2017WRUU01900916. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the progress made in filling the 
vacant consultant paediatrician post for provision of services for children with type 1 diabetes 
in University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34663/17]

13/07/2017WRUU02000917. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
16 years of age with type 1 diabetes that attend University Hospital Waterford; the number of 
same being treated with insulin pump therapy; the number of same waiting on insulin pump 
initiation training at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34664/17]

13/07/2017WRUU02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 915 to 917, 
inclusive, together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRUU02400Protected Disclosures

13/07/2017WRUU02500918. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on whether HIQA is an 
appropriate authority to receive protected disclosures regarding private nursing homes from 
employees or ex-employees of same. [34667/17]

13/07/2017WRUU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Protected Disclosures Act 2014 
(Section 7 (2)) Order 2014 (SI 339 of 2014) HIQA is mandated to receive protected disclosures 
on  all matters relating to the standards of safety and care of persons receiving health and so-
cial care services in the public and voluntary health care sectors and social care services in the 
case of the private health care sector, as provided for by the Health Act, 2007 (No. 23 of 2007).  
Therefore, under the Protected Disclosures Act 2014 workers or ex-workers can make a dis-
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closure that came to the attention of the worker in connection with the worker’s employment.

13/07/2017WRUU02700Accident and Emergency Departments

13/07/2017WRUU02800919. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the poor 
conditions facing persons in emergency departments that present with suicide risk; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34669/17]

13/07/2017WRUU02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In March 2016, the 
HSE Mental Health Division established the National Clinical Programme for the Assessment 
and Management of Patients Presenting to Emergency Departments following Self-Harm.

This clinical programme specifically addresses the care and treatment required by people 
who present to the Emergency Departments of acute hospitals following an episode of self-
harm or with prominent suicidal ideation.

The aim of this programme is to develop a standardised and effective process for the assess-
ment and management of individuals of all age ranges, including children, adolescents, adults 
and older adults, who present with self-harm to an Emergency Department.

Training offered by this programme ensures that patients and their families have access to 
clinicians with sufficient expertise to provide high-quality, evidence-based care and treatment. 
Critical to the success of this clinical programme is the consolidation and further development 
of close working relationships between the Emergency Department clinical team, mental health 
liaison staff and Community Mental Health teams and GP services. 

The objectives of this programme are to improve the assessment and management of all 
individuals who present to an Emergency Department with self-harm, reduce rates of repeated 
self-harm; improve access to appropriate interventions at times of personal crisis; ensure rapid 
and timely linkage to appropriate follow-up care, and optimise the experience of families and 
carers in trying to support those who present with self-harm.

Following clinical assessment of a person who presents to an Emergency Department fol-
lowing self-harm, a decision with regard to ongoing treatment of the individual is required. This 
may indicate admission to a general hospital if physical care is required.  If significant mental 
health considerations are clinically identified, referral to mental health services in accordance 
with the criteria set out in the Mental Health Acts may be appropriate. 

Alternatively, the individual could be referred to appropriate primary care services and sup-
ports.  All such clinical decisions are set out in the Discharge and Management Plan – Emer-
gency Care Plan developed with and given to the patient and family/friend (with consent).  

In general, the HSE Service Plan, including that for Mental Health, stresses the need for 
more person-centred and responsive care. In addition, significant progress has been made in re-
cent years to improve the infrastructure of health facilities including Emergency Departments.

13/07/2017WRUU03000Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

13/07/2017WRUU03100920. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of registration and 
regulation of those offering hypnosis as a method of prompting weight loss, assisting with quit-
ting smoking and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34674/17]
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13/07/2017WRUU03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There is at present no statutory regulation of 
complementary therapists, including hypnotherapists, in Ireland. While complementary thera-
pists are not subject to professional statutory regulation, they are subject to a range of legisla-
tion and regulation, similar to other practitioners including consumer legislation, competition, 
contract and criminal law. 

The report of the National Working Group on the Regulation of Complementary Thera-
pists was published in 2005.  Department policy has been informed by this Report and while 
considering it, the Department of Health has supported greater voluntary self-regulation of 
complementary therapy.  Since 2005, much has changed: changes of Government – revised 
Programmes for Government; resource constraint and the Financial Emergency Measures in the 
Public Interest Act 2009; changes nationally and internationally in relation to policy on statu-
tory regulation. 

Since then, the immediate priority has been the establishment of the boards of the remain-
ing professions designated under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005, including 
the newly designated professions of counsellor and psychotherapist. I recently concluded a 
public consultation on my proposal to regulate counsellors generally under the Act. On foot of 
the consultation process, I decided last month to proceed with the designation of two distinct 
professions, that of counsellor and psychotherapist.  Each will have its own register under one 
registration board. This decision has now been communicated to the Health and Social Care 
Professionals Council, the relevant professional bodies and all of the respondents to the public 
consultation process.

The Department is now preparing the necessary regulations to designate the professions. 
These regulations, when drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel, will require the 
prior approval of this House and that of the Seanad. These will be the first in a suite of regula-
tions that will need to be made over a period of time. It is hoped that the draft regulations will 
be ready for submission to the Oireachtas in the autumn.

Question No. 921 answered with Question No. 901.

13/07/2017WRUU03400Freedom of Information Requests

13/07/2017WRUU03500922. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason his Department has 
not responded to an FOI request (details supplied) regarding the national maternity hospital 
within the statutory period; and if he will expedite this matter. [34676/17]

13/07/2017WRUU03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Freedom of Information Act, 2014 pro-
vides for the decision-making functions in respect of FOI requests to be delegated, by the Head 
of the Department, to designated staff of the FOI Body. The Decision Maker assigned to your 
request will correspond with you in relation to it. 

In circumstances where a decision, in respect of an FOI request, does not issue within the 
legislative time-frame (generally 20 working days), the records are deemed to have been re-
fused and the requester has the right to submit an application for an internal review of the case. 
An internal review decision should issue within three weeks of receipt of the internal review 
application.

13/07/2017WRUU03700Misuse of Drugs
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13/07/2017WRUU03800923. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the recent reports of the increasing use of crack cocaine in Dublin; his views on recent claims 
that the HSE is ill-equipped to deal with the abuse of a drug (details supplied); his further views 
on engaging with treatment providers to ensure that appropriate prevention and treatment strat-
egies for this drug are developed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34678/17]

13/07/2017WRUU03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): My De-
partment and the Health Service Executive have a range of mechanisms for sharing informa-
tion about the drugs situation with An Garda Síochána, including the Early Warning Emerging 
Trends Sub-Committee (EWET) of the National Advisory Committee on Drugs and Alcohol 
and the HSE Public Alert System for adverse events due to drugs.  

The EWET provides a forum for representatives from my Department, An Garda Síochána, 
the Health Service Executive and other relevant experts to exchange information on emerging 
trends and patterns in drug use. 

I understand that anecdotal reports of an increase in the use of crack cocaine and apparent 
paraphernalia being found have been raised by service providers attending the EWET. The au-
thorities remain vigilant for the possibility of an increase in the use of crack cocaine in Ireland.

13/07/2017WRUU04000Health Promotion

13/07/2017WRUU04100924. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his strategy to address a matter 
(details supplied) in respect of awareness campaigns on the dangers of drinking alcohol during 
pregnancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34696/17]

13/07/2017WRUU04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The provi-
sion of services including awareness campaigns for fetal alcohol syndrome is the responsibility 
of the Health Service Executive and as such, I have arranged to have the Deputy’s question 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply.

13/07/2017WRUU04300Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRUU04400925. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for surgery for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34716/17]

13/07/2017WRUU04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

13/07/2017WRUU04600Hospital Appointments Status
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13/07/2017WRUU04700926. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a surgi-
cal appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34739/17]

13/07/2017WRUU04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

13/07/2017WRUU04900Home Care Packages Provision

13/07/2017WRUU05000927. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide additional 
funding in 2017 for counties Cavan and Monaghan for home support programmes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34759/17]

13/07/2017WRUU05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRUU05200Drug Treatment Programmes Funding

13/07/2017WRUU05300928. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if additional resources will be 
provided in counties Cavan and Monaghan to assist a project (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34760/17]

13/07/2017WRUU05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

13/07/2017WRUU05500HSE Properties

13/07/2017WRUU05600929. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the properties in Louth and 
east Meath, which includes a portion of Meath East, which are leased or occupied or rented or 
owned by the HSE and are vacant; the reason for such continuing vacancy; the cost of same in 
each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34761/17]

13/07/2017WRUU05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Your question has been referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply as the management of the healthcare property estate 
is a service matter.

13/07/2017WRVV00200Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRVV00300930. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[34762/17]

13/07/2017WRVV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRVV00500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

13/07/2017WRVV00600931. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if the freestyle libre, a sensor 
for monitoring blood sugars for sufferers of diabetes, will be made available on the GMS and 
long-term illness card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34805/17]

13/07/2017WRVV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRVV00800Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRVV00900932. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health further to parliamentary 
question number 1314 of 20 June 2017, the number of former TDs that applied for board posi-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34844/17]

13/07/2017WRVV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The nomination and appointment process 
for boards of bodies under the aegis of my Department is set out in legislation.  In line with 
Government Decision S180/20/10/1617 of 2014 and Guidelines set out by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform relating to the advertising for expressions of interest in vacan-
cies on State Boards, my Department in conjunction with the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) currently advertises for board vacancies as they arise, where I, as Minister for Health, 
have nominating rights under relevant legislation.

The applications from candidates who express an interest in being a member of a State 
Board are submitted to the Public Appointments Service (PAS).  Information received by PAS 
in candidate application forms is confidential.  PAS undertakes an assessment of all applica-
tion forms to examine that they meet the criteria for the board position.  The criteria that are 
checked on application forms relate mainly to the competencies and skills necessary to become 
a member of the Board. Being a former T.D. would not prevent a person being considered for 
membership of a Board as long as that person had the requisite skills and competencies to fill 
the position.  Following the assessment by PAS I then receive details of the successful candi-
dates that are deemed eligible to sit on that board.

I cannot therefore confirm the number of former T.D.s who applied for a board position of 
a body under my aegis.
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13/07/2017WRVV01100Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRVV01200933. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a surgery 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34853/17]

13/07/2017WRVV01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

13/07/2017WRVV01400Hospital Beds Data

13/07/2017WRVV01500934. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of beds the 
national children’s hospital will have for the treatment of child and adolescent mental health 
issues incorporating eating disorders and acute CAMHS; the number of these beds that will be 
allocated for children in the greater Dublin area and for those living outside the greater Dublin 
area in view of a report presented to him on 7 July 2012 (details supplied) [34858/17]

13/07/2017WRVV01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/07/2017WRVV01700Hospital Appointments Status

13/07/2017WRVV01800935. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for an operation for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34860/17]

13/07/2017WRVV01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

13/07/2017WRVV02000Bord na gCon Administration

13/07/2017WRVV02100936. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine if he will provide copies of a history of all valuations for Harold’s Cross greyhound sta-
dium; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33682/17]

13/07/2017WRVV02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As I stated 
in my previous reply to the deputy in June the sale of Harold’s Cross Greyhound Stadium is a 
transaction between Bord na gCon and the Department of Education and Skills. 

It is my understanding that the sum of €23m plus vat was based on an independent valu-
ation by the Valuation office and this was provided and accepted by the transacting parties in 
accordance with Department of Public Expenditure and Reform procedures governing the sale 
of state assets. 

Bord na gCon is a commercial state body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry 
Act 1958, chiefly to control greyhound racing and improve and develop the greyhound industry.

The specific question raised by the deputy is an operational matter for the transacting par-
ties.

13/07/2017WRVV02300Fisheries Protection

13/07/2017WRVV02400937. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide details of super trawler activity in Irish waters; the name of each super trawler that 
has fished in Irish waters in each of the years 2014 to 2016 (details supplied); the number of 
observers that have been in place on these boats; and the number of boardings made by the Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority over this period and for the vessels specified. [34281/17]

13/07/2017WRVV02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The monitor-
ing and control of fishing vessels within Ireland’s Exclusive Fisheries Zone are matters for the 
Irish control authorities.  Under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, all oper-
ational issues of this nature concerning sea fisheries control are, as a matter of law, exclusively 
for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) and the Naval Service.  I am precluded from 
getting involved in operational matters including in relation to law enforcement.

In relation to the access so called ‘super trawlers’ have to Irish waters, I should point out that 
all foreign fishing vessels, on the north-west coast, are precluded from Ireland’s 12 mile fishing 
zone, other than for transit purposes and all foreign pelagic fishing vessels, including pelagic 
factory vessels,  are also precluded from Ireland’s 12 mile fishing zone on  the west coast.  In 
addition, Irish fishing vessels equal to or greater than 36.58 m (120 ft) in length, are precluded 
from Ireland’s 12 mile zone. 

Under Regulation the Common Fisheries Policy, changes to fisheries policy involving ac-
cess or restriction to fishing opportunities or fishing areas come within the sole competency 
of the EU.  Only the EU Commission may propose changes and any such proposal must be 
adopted under the co-decision process by the EU Parliament and EU Council.  

In relation to the overall framework for fisheries control in the EU, in October 2009 a new 
regulation dealing with fisheries controls was adopted.  Council Regulation 1224/2009 estab-
lishes a Community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of the common 
fisheries policy.  Control and inspection is now focused where it is most effective through an 
approach based on systematic risk analysis. Inspection procedures are standardised and har-
monised for all stages in the market chain, including transport and marketing.  The Control 
Regulations were introduced so that there is a common EU level playing field and to provide 
for an effective range of controls across EU waters.    
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The SFPA and the Naval Service through the Fisheries Monitoring Centre have monitored 
the movements of these vessels when in our Exclusive Fisheries Zone, using the Vessel Moni-
toring System (VMS), Automatic Identification System (AIS) and declared catches through 
Electronic Reporting System (ERS).  The SFPA is reliant on the seagoing fishery patrol activity 
of the Naval Service to verify compliance of vessels not landing into Ireland.  Further details of 
monitoring and control of fishing activities by all vessels within Ireland’s 200 miles Exclusive 
Fisheries Zone may be sought from the SFPA who are the competent authority for Sea Fisheries 
Control within Ireland’s Exclusive Fishery Zone.

I have asked that the SFPA provide the data requested on the monitoring and control aspects 
of your question directly to your office.

13/07/2017WRVV02600Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

13/07/2017WRVV02700938. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an AEOS payment will be made to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33687/17]

13/07/2017WRVV02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named commenced their AEOS 2 contract on 1 September 2011.  Payment issued in respect of 
the 2011-2015 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System must take place.  As 2016 was the final scheme-year of payment for the person-
named, re-checks on payments made for all scheme years had to be completed before the final 
payment could be processed.  Payments in respect of the 2016 Scheme year issued in two parts: 
85% on 19 June 2017; and the remaining 15% on 22 June 2017. There are no outstanding pay-
ments due.

13/07/2017WRVV02900Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Applications

13/07/2017WRVV03000939. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a farm payment will be made to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33688/17]

13/07/2017WRVV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was paid a grant under the Young Farmer’s Capital Investment Scheme on 14 June 2017.

13/07/2017WRVV03200GLAS Payments

13/07/2017WRVV03300940. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a GLAS payment will be made to a person (details supplied); if the payment will be processed 
without delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33737/17]

13/07/2017WRVV03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has no record of any GLAS application submitted on behalf of the person named and ac-
cordingly the question of a GLAS payment does not arise.
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13/07/2017WRVV03500Agriculture Scheme Payments

13/07/2017WRVV03600941. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures that will be taken by his Department to ensure that the delay in respect of AEOS and 
GLAS payments does not arise again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33739/17]

13/07/2017WRVV03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): 2015 and 
2016 were exceptionally busy years in the development and roll out of the GLAS scheme.  A 
dedicated online application and payment system was developed in house and over 50,000 
farmers were approved into the scheme. 

As I previously indicated unanticipated problems presented with the roll out of the new pay-
ment system some of which had to be resolved on a case by case basis.

I am satisfied that the lessons learned from the initial roll out of the system will result in a 
more effective delivery going forward.

13/07/2017WRVV03800Compensation Schemes

13/07/2017WRVV03900942. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress that has been made in providing compensation to the 370 tillage farmers across the 
State that lost crops in the heavy flooding in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33740/17]

13/07/2017WRVV04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Firstly I wish 
to acknowledge that the Tillage farmers have come through a very difficult period with poor 
market returns and very challenging weather conditions during the 2016 harvest.  Following the 
decision by the IFA to end their occupation of my Department’s Headquarters in Dublin I, along 
with my Department Officials, met with the IFA on Wednesday 12 July to discuss all aspects 
of a support measure for those cereal growers worst affected by the 2016 harvest conditions.  
These discussions are continuing with a further meeting planned. 

However, as I stated at yesterday’s meeting we must ensure that this measure covers as 
many as possible of those growers that need the help the most, and it must be done within the 
confines of the allocated budget.  While some growers undoubtedly lost more that others, both 
in terms of area but also as a proportion of their harvest, we have to be very mindful that more 
support for some farmers would mean less for others.  The final shape of the measure must find 
the correct balance in this regard. 

I wish to confirm to the Deputy  my commitment and support to the Tillage sector through 
the “Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme” and last month I welcomed the release of 
preliminary information from the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) regarding 
its uptake. 

The banks advise that all of the remaining €150m is committed and is in the process of being 
drawn down. I am pleased at the very positive reaction by farmers, including tillage farmers, 
to the Scheme, which has proved that significant demand exists for low cost flexible finance.  I 
have met with the Chief Executives of the participating banks to discuss this and other access 
to finance issues relating to the agrifood sector.  I have asked the banks to respond positively 
to the demand that has been demonstrated by reducing interest rates and providing more flex-
ible terms for cash flow loans in the future.  Implementation of this Scheme is subject to the 
provisions of Commission Regulation (EU) No 1408/2013 (de minimis aid in the agricultural 
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production sector).  Support provided under the de minimis regulation complies with State Aid 
rules in the agriculture sector and does not require prior approval by the EU Commission.

As a further support to tillage farmers I also introduced the Tillage Investment Scheme un-
der TAMS II which opened for online applications on 8 March 2017.  The specific areas of in-
vestment include Minimum Disturbance Tillage Equipment, Sprayers, Rain Water Harvesting, 
Grain Storage and Grain dryers.  This Tillage Scheme is the latest of the Targeted Modernisa-
tion Schemes (TAMS II) to be launched under the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020.  
The Scheme is co-funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD).  
All applications must be made on-line, either by the farmer or by an adviser authorised to act 
on his or her behalf.  The closing date for applications under the first tranche of the new scheme 
was Friday 30 June 2017.  The second tranche is currently open.  There was a significant level 
of interest in investments under this measure with a total number of 490 applications received in 
the first tranche.  The GLAS scheme has seen a significant uptake, with measures such as green 
cover, minimum tillage and wild bird cover proving popular with the tillage sector.

As an additional support to cash flow on farms, including Tillage farms, up to €1.187 billion 
has been paid out under the Basic Payment Scheme to 124,222 farmers with payments ongo-
ing.  Payments of €202.4 million have also been made to 94,605 applicants under the Areas of 
Natural Constraints Scheme.

13/07/2017WRVV04100Farm Data

13/07/2017WRVV04200943. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of registered farmers over the age of 65 at present; the number of registered farmers 
under the age of 35 at present;; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33895/17]

13/07/2017WRVV04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The CSO’s 
2013 Farm Structures Survey indicated that approximately 37,700 or 27% of Irish farmers are 
over 65 years and 8,200 (6%) aged under 35.  A full age breakdown can be found in the table.  
These figures compare with EUROSTAT data for 2013, which showed that 31% of all EU farm 
holders were over 65 and 6% are aged under 35.

2013 Number of Farmers % of Farmers
< 35 8,200 6%
35 - 44 22,800 16%
45 - 54 34,800 25%
55 - 64 35,600 26%
> 65 37,700 27%
Total 139,100 100%
Source: Farm Structures Survey, 2013. CSO.

13/07/2017WRVV04400Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

13/07/2017WRVV04500944. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount spent by his Department in 2016 on external consultants; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33899/17]

13/07/2017WRVV04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment uses private consultants to provide certain services when such an approach is more cost 
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effective.  In 2016 the cost of external consultants amounted to €3,275,399.  Services  included 
specialised Laboratory Services, Forestry Development, Computer Services, Marine Engineer-
ing Services, Audit and HR. 

13/07/2017WRVV04700Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRVV04800945. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine the way his Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons 
with disabilities during 2017. [34025/17]

13/07/2017WRVV04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is committed to providing the supports necessary to enable staff with disabilities to par-
ticipate fully in the workplace.  My Department upholds the principles of the Code of Practice 
for the Employment of People with a Disability in the Irish Civil Service and makes key staff 
aware of their obligations under the Code. 

My Department’s Disability Liaison Officer (DLO) is available to assist and support staff 
with disabilities, and their line managers, by providing necessary information, appropriate con-
tacts, guidance, suggestions and advice.  The DLO liaises with internal and external service pro-
viders to ensure that workplace accommodation requests are met as appropriate.  For instance, 
information technology tools such as screen-reader programmes for the visually impaired are 
kept up to date and made available to any staff that require them.

My Department participates in initiatives such as Job Shadow and the Willing, Able, Men-
toring (WAM) programme each year.  The number of participants in the Job Shadow initiative 
in my Department has increased in recent years.  The WAM programme involves six month 
work placements for graduates with disabilities and this year my Department will increase the 
number of WAM placements being made available under the programme.

13/07/2017WRVV05000Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRVV05100946. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the investment by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34060/17]

13/07/2017WRVV05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is outlined in the following table:

County Louth/ County 
Meath/East Co Meath

Title of Investment Initiative Investment €

Louth Afforestation Grants 182,636
Afforestation Premiums 377,868
Reconstitution Grant 5,629
Mart modernisation Scheme 1,644
Scheme of Investment Aid 
for the Development of the 
Commercial Horticulture 
Sector

135,081
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County Louth/ County 
Meath/East Co Meath

Title of Investment Initiative Investment €

Fishery Harbour and Coastal 
Infrastructure Development 
Programme  2016

26,941

Fishery Harbour and Coastal 
Infrastructure Development 
Programme  2017 

18,750*

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Drogheda Animal 
Rescue Ltd

19,500

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Ex gratia Animal 
Welfare Grant Dundalk Dog 
Rescue

7,000

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Hollys Horse Haven

16,000

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Louth SPCA

23,000

Louth County Council Control of Horses 5,450
Meath Afforestation Grants 809,643

Afforestation Premiums 2,845,093
Reconstitution Grant 61,452
Woodland Improvement 
Grants

43,162

 Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Dog Rescue Coolro-
nan

4,000

Scheme of Investment Aid 
for the Development of the 
Commercial Horticulture 
Sector

108,714

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Last Hope Animal 
Charity

10,000

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Leinster Horse and 
Pony Rescue

4,000

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Meath SPCA

1,000

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Mollies Animal Res-
cue

3,000

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant Royal Dog Rescue

2,000

Ex gratia Animal Welfare 
Grant National Exotic Ani-
mal Sanctuary

14,000



13 July 2017

599

County Louth/ County 
Meath/East Co Meath

Title of Investment Initiative Investment €

Ex gratia ANIMAL Welfare 
Grant Dogs in Distress Ltd.

11,000

Meath (Boyne Valley) Rural Innovation and De-
velopment Fund (Agri-Food 
Tourism) -  Boyne Valley 
Food Series Marketing Ini-
tiative

6,580

East County Meath Scheme of Investment Aid 
for the Development of the 
Commercial Horticulture 
Sector

108,714

Meath County Council Control of Horses 20,625
*Allocated funding available for 2017: payments will be made end 2017.

13/07/2017WRVV05300Legislative Process

13/07/2017WRVV05400947. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his departmental remit to transpose Directive 
2014/52/EU introducing substantial amendments to the Environmental Impact Assessment Di-
rective 2011/92/EU will be provided; when such provisions are expected to be initiated (details 
supplied); the basis on which these provisions will be introduced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34300/17]

13/07/2017WRVV05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment of Housing, Planning, community and Local Government have taken the lead in the 
transposition and are in regular contact with the European Commission.  This Department has 
transposed the Directive in respect of Forestry with effect from 24 May this year.  We are now 
progressing with the transposition of the Directive into the Agriculture and Aquaculture sectors. 

13/07/2017WRVV05600Question Heading for question(s)  948

13/07/2017WRVV05700948. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
post Brexit contingency plans in place for future agrifood trade; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34403/17]

13/07/2017WRVV05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It is difficult at 
this juncture to anticipate what the post-Brexit trading relationship between the EU and the UK 
will be.  However, given the very significant potential implications for the Irish agrifood sector, 
I have made it very clear that our key asks from the negotiations are:

-  continued unfettered access to the UK market, without tariffs and with minimal additional 
customs and administrative procedures;

-  to minimise the risk from UK trade agreements with third countries prohibit the UK mar-
ket from engaging in trade agreements third countries, for example by having the EU and UK 
move forward in parallel on trade policy after Brexit; and

-  in fisheries, we want to maintain current access to fishing grounds in the UK zone in the 
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Irish Sea, Celtic Sea and north of Donegal and protect Ireland’s quota share for joint fish stocks. 

In the meantime I, my Department and our Agencies have been engaging in a process of 
analysis, consultation and engagement so that we are best placed to both influence the negotia-
tions and also to deal with whatever outcome the negotiations present.

I have already put in place measures to mitigate the short-term impacts arising from the fall 
in the value of sterling against the euro.  These include the €150 million low interest agri-loan 
scheme and additional funding to Bord Bia to allow it to support businesses most severely im-
pacted by these currency effects, including through its new Brexit Barometer service.

From a longer-term perspective, my Department is continuing to deepen its analysis of the 
potential implications of Brexit arising from, for example, tariffs on trade, border controls and 
certification, and divergence in regulations and standards between the UK and the EU.  We 
have also intensified our consultations with the industry through the Stakeholder Consultative 
Committee and the All-Island Civic Dialogue process.  And we have engaged comprehensively 
with our Member State counterparts, with the Commission and with the Barnier Task Force in 
order to ensure that the implications for the agrifood sector are fully understood and remain at 
the top of the EU agenda. 

We have also been putting significant effort into our market diversification work with the 
aim of reducing our dependence on the UK market for agrifood exports.  For example, I have 
led trade missions recently to South East Asia, the Gulf region, and to the United States and 
Mexico in order to develop market opportunities, and further missions will be undertaken dur-
ing the remainder of 2017.

While I am still hopeful that the outcome of the negotiations will be positive for both the 
EU and the UK, I and my Department will continue to remain very focused on supporting the 
agrifood industry through the challenges ahead. 

Legislative Process

13/07/2017WRVV05825949. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his departmental remit to transpose 
directive 2014/52/EU introducing substantial amendments to the Environmental Impact As-
sessment Directive 2011/92/EU will be provided for; when such provisions are expected to be 
initiated (details supplied); the basis on which these provisions will be introduced; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [34491/17]

13/07/2017WRVV05837Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment of Housing, Planning, community and Local Government have taken the lead in the 
transposition and are in regular contact with the European Commission.  This Department has 
transposed the Directive in respect of Forestry with effect from 24 May this year.  We are now 
progressing with the transposition of the Directive into the Agriculture and Aquaculture sectors.

  Question No. 950 withdrawn.

13/07/2017WRVV05900Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRVV06000951. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost of introducing a minimum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of his 
department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34583/17]
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13/07/2017WRVV06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Based on the 
introduction of a minimum hourly rate of €15, the estimated additional cost to the Departments 
payroll at present would be approximately €1,950,000.  This figure however does not include 
the costs associated with Temporary Clerical Officers. 

The parallel information in respect if State Bodies under the Aegis of this Department is a 
matter for the bodies themselves. 

13/07/2017WRWW00200Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRWW00300952. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost to introduce a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full-time employees under the 
aegis of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34584/17]

13/07/2017WRWW00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Based on the 
introduction of a minimum weekly gross wage of €600, the estimated additional cost to the 
Departments payroll at present would be approximately €1,200,000.  This figure however does 
not include the costs associated with Temporary Clerical Officers. 

The parallel information in respect if State Bodies under the Aegis of this Department is a 
matter for the bodies themselves. 

13/07/2017WRWW00500Teagasc Data

13/07/2017WRWW00600953. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total number of Teagasc education officers in County Donegal providing green cert 
courses in the first half of 2017. [34617/17]

13/07/2017WRWW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the details 
requested by the Deputy are an operational matter for Teagasc, the request has been forwarded 
to Teagasc for direct apply.  In line with new Dáil procedures, such information can be request-
ed directly from Teagasc using the dedicated email address: oireachtas@teagasc.ie. 

13/07/2017WRWW00800Teagasc Data

13/07/2017WRWW00900954. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of Teagasc education officers that will be working in County Donegal provid-
ing green cert courses in the autumn term 2017. [34618/17]

13/07/2017WRWW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the details 
requested by the Deputy are an operational matter for Teagasc, the request has been forwarded 
to Teagasc for direct apply.  In line with new Dáil procedures, such information can be request-
ed directly from Teagasc using the dedicated email address: oireachtas@teagasc.ie.  

13/07/2017WRWW01100Teagasc Data

13/07/2017WRWW01200955. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of students studying for green cert courses through County Donegal Teagasc 
offices in the spring / summer term 2017. [34619/17]
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13/07/2017WRWW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the details 
requested by the Deputy are an operational matter for Teagasc, the request has been forwarded 
to Teagasc for direct apply.  In line with new Dáil procedures, such information can be request-
ed directly from Teagasc using the dedicated email address: oireachtas@teagasc.ie. 

13/07/2017WRWW01400Teagasc Data

13/07/2017WRWW01500956. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons that will be studying for green cert courses through the County 
Donegal Teagasc office in the autumn term 2017; and of these the number that will be new 
students that commenced their course in Autumn 2017. [34620/17]

13/07/2017WRWW01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the details 
requested by the Deputy are an operational matter for Teagasc, the request has been forwarded 
to Teagasc for direct apply.  In line with new Dáil procedures, such information can be request-
ed directly from Teagasc using the dedicated email address: oireachtas@teagasc.ie. 

13/07/2017WRWW01700Animal Welfare

13/07/2017WRWW01800957. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take to prohibit the use of wild animals in circuses, in view of the need to promote 
animal welfare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34677/17]

13/07/2017WRWW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have request-
ed that officials of my Department complete an on-site assessment of all animals employed in 
circuses which operate within this jurisdiction. According to current information, there are very 
few performing wild animals currently engaged within the industry. I will be glad to update the 
Deputy when this review has been completed.

13/07/2017WRWW02000Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

13/07/2017WRWW02100958. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fol-
lowing a successful appeal the reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo was not paid 
their 2015 ANC payment, in view of the fact that the agriculture appeals office in its capacity as 
an independent body made this decision based on EU regulations, national legislation, guide-
lines and the terms and conditions of the scheme and also on the principles of natural justice. 
[34704/17]

13/07/2017WRWW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the Areas of Natural Constraints was received in my Department from the person 
named on 20 May 2015.  Processing of this application has recently been finalised further to a 
decision of the independent Agricultural Appeals Office and payment will issued to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named shortly.  

13/07/2017WRWW02300Programme for Government Implementation

13/07/2017WRWW02400959. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the progress towards the programme for Government commitment to review 
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the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001. [34763/17]

13/07/2017WRWW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The delivery 
of the commitment under The Programme for a Partnership Government is progressing. The 
Deputy will be aware that the commitment is to review the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001 “to 
ensure the independence and efficiency of the Office in dealing with appeals from farmers”.  I 
will shortly establish a Steering Committee to oversee the delivery of the commitment. The 
Committee will include independent experts.  It is anticipated that the Committee will invite 
stakeholder input to the process.   It is expected that the review will be completed by the end 
of this year.

13/07/2017WRWW02600GLAS Data

13/07/2017WRWW02700960. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers enrolled in GLAS 1 and 2 that have submitted their nutrient manage-
ment plans to date, by county, in tabular form; the number per county that have not submitted 
their nutrient management plans to date. [34764/17]

13/07/2017WRWW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table:

GLAS1 GLAS2
COUNTY Active NMP No NMP Active NMP No NMP
Carlow 278 179 99 127 51 76
Cavan 907 631 276 432 199 233
Clare 1618 1,038 580 689 278 411
Cork 2160 1,372 788 1,009 408 601
Donegal 1948 1,232 716 1,009 359 650
Dublin 62 36 26 17 5 12
Galway 3084 1,812 1,272 1,309 627 682
Kerry 1768 709 1,059 872 276 596
Kildare 246 182 64 80 34 46
Kilkenny 433 254 179 209 20 189
Laois 368 267 101 196 97 99
Leitrim 1018 573 445 418 125 293
Limerick 1053 435 618 302 128 174
Longford 512 251 261 347 151 196
Louth 148 99 49 80 21 59
Mayo 2556 1,681 875 1,330 498 832
Meath 424 208 216 204 89 115
Monaghan 579 382 197 145 61 84
Offaly 477 208 269 279 57 222
Roscom-
mon

1531 811 720 552 179 373

Sligo 945 505 440 364 44 320
Tipperary 1135 436 699 510 140 370
Waterford 363 191 172 131 12 119
Westmeath 649 289 360 263 72 191
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GLAS1 GLAS2
COUNTY Active NMP No NMP Active NMP No NMP
Wexford 773 446 327 266 48 218
Wicklow 331 181 150 154 17 137
Totals 25,366 14,408 10,958 11,294 3,996 7,298

13/07/2017WRWW02900Milk Supply Data

13/07/2017WRWW03000961. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the latest EU data regarding the average cost of production per litre of milk. 
[34765/17]

13/07/2017WRWW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The EU Farm 
Accountancy Date Network unit has created several models to estimate costs and margins for 
the various products, including milk and milk products.  Operating costs are defined as specific 
costs (including feed and veterinary) and other non-specific operating costs (including upkeep 
of machinery, energy, contract work, taxes on land and buildings).  The most recent FADN data 
available is for the 2013 accounting year; figures for subsequent years are estimates.

The most recent figures on price margins available from the EC Milk Market Observato-
ry are for Q1 2017.  https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/market-observatory/
milk/pdf/eu-prices-margins_en.pdf

13/07/2017WRWW03200Beef Data and Genomics Programme

13/07/2017WRWW03300962. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers participating in the beef data genomics scheme; the number of new 
farmers that have joined since the scheme reopened in May 2017; the number of farmers that 
have withdrawn that originally had approved application; the number of applications that were 
deemed ineligible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34768/17]

13/07/2017WRWW03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The data re-
quested by the deputy is as follows:

Beef Data and Genomics Scheme Nos.
Current Participants in Beef Data and Ge-
nomics Programme 2015 - 2020

23,709

Withdrawals from Beef Data and Genomics 
Programme 2015 - 2020

5,230

Ineligible  Beef Data and Genomics Pro-
gramme 2015  -  2020 applicants

952

Applications received for  Beef Data and 
Genomics Programme  2017 - 2022

1,900

13/07/2017WRWW03500Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme Data

13/07/2017WRWW03600963. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of applications submitted to the SBCI agriculture cashflow support loan scheme 
per county, in tabular form; the number of successful applications per county; the number of 
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unsuccessful applications per county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34769/17]

13/07/2017WRWW03700964. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount drawn to date under the SBCI agri-loan fund, by county, in tabular form; the 
number of participants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34770/17]

13/07/2017WRWW03800965. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the timeframe the SBCI agri-loan fund will remain open for applications; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34771/17]

13/07/2017WRWW03900966. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the average loan size drawn down to date under the SBCI agri-loan fund; the average loan 
size per county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34772/17]

13/07/2017WRWW04000967. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount that has been drawn down to date under the SBCI agri-loan fund broken down 
by each lending pillar bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34773/17]

13/07/2017WRWW04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 96 to 967, inclusive, together.

The SBCI have provided my Department with an update on the progress of the drawdown of 
the Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme, which follows.  To the end of June there have 
been 3,672 loan drawdowns amounting to a total of €117,308,197, an average loan amount of 
€31,947. Some 59% of the loans are for terms of 4 years or more.  The SBCI have provided a 
regional rather than a county breakdown and it shows the amount drawn down in each region.  
They have also provided a sectoral breakdown.

Normal bank lending criteria applies to the Scheme and the terms and conditions of each 
individual loan are agreed between the bank and the applicant according to the purpose of the 
loans and the circumstances of the farming enterprise.  The banks do not report specific infor-
mation on refusals but have stated that it is in line with their normal loan refusal rates.

The banks advise that all of the remaining €150m is committed and is in the process of 
being drawn down.  In line with the time limits imposed by the Regulation governing the EU 
contribution, it is expected that all of these loans will be drawn down by the end of September. 
The breakdown between the banks of the total €150 million available is:

-  Bank of Ireland €65 million

-  Allied Irish Bank €60 million

-  Ulster Bank €25 million.

The banks will be paid for the interest rate subsidy according to the various loan amounts 
and terms, although to date no payments have been made to the banks.

I am pleased at the very positive reaction by farmers to the Scheme, which has proved that 
significant demand exists for low cost flexible finance.  I have met with the Chief Executives of 
the participating banks to discuss this and other access to finance issues relating to the agrifood 
sector.  I have asked the banks to respond positively to the demand that has been demonstrated 
by reducing interest rates and providing more flexible terms for cash flow loans in the future.

More detailed figures and analysis will be available once the Scheme has been fully drawn 
down and all reporting is finalised.



Questions - Written Answers

606

SBCI Agriculture Cashflow Support Scheme - end of June 2017

Summary of loan terms, numbers and size

Loan Term Totals€ % of Funds No. of Loans Average Loan 
Size €

1 year 30,370,916 26% 1,115 27,238
2 years 10,326,163 9% 508 20,327
3 years 7,786,651 7% 375 20,764
4 years 14,259,538 12% 453 31,478
5 years 32,337,715 27% 852 37,955
6 years 22,227,214 19% 369 60,236
TOTALS 117,308,196 100% 3,672 31,947
Summary
>4 years 68,824,467 59% 1,674 43,223
2-3 years 18,112,814 15% 883 20,546
1 year 30,370,916 26% 1,115 27,238

Summary by Sector

Sector Totals € % of funds No. of Loans Average Loan 
size €

Dairy 49,893,145 43% 1,358 36,740
Beef 48,653,826 41% 1,788 27,211
Sheep 2,597,000 2% 127 20,449
Pigs 1,509,000 1% 18 83,833
Tillage 7,739,465 7% 168 46,068
Horticulture 878,500 1% 11 79,864
Other 6,037,261 5% 202 29,887
Total 117,308,197 100% 3,672 31,947
Summary
Livestock & 
Dairy

102,652,971 88% 3,291 168,234

Non-Livestock 14,655,226 12% 381 155,819

Summary by Region

Region Totals € % of Funds
IE011 - Border 16,849,850 14%
IE012 - Midland 13,187,568 11%
IE013 - West 13,208,528 11%
IE021 - Dublin 285,000 0%
IE022 - Mid-East 10,116,286 9%
IE023 - Mid-West 18,374,142 16%
IE024 - South-East (IE) 19,534,871 17%
IE025 - South-West (IE) 25,751,952 22%
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Region Totals € % of Funds
Total 117,308,196 100%
Summary
Border, Midlands and West 43,245,946 37%
Non-BMW 74,062,251 63%

13/07/2017WRWW04600Rural Development Programme Funding

13/07/2017WRWW04700968. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 672 of 11 April 2017, the progress on the ex-ante 
assessment for the financial instrument; and the latest timeframe for completion. [34774/17]

13/07/2017WRWW04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The contract 
for an Ex-ante Assessment for the use of Financial Instruments (FIs) within Ireland’s Euro-
pean Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF) Operational Programmes was awarded to Indecon on 31 August, 2016.  The Re-
port of the ex-ante assessment examining all 7 required steps was finalised on 30 June 2017.  
We are currently analysing the report submitted to us by Indecon and are making arrangement 
for the publication of the summary findings and conclusions which must be published within 3 
months of their date of finalisation.  The final report will also be submitted to the RDP Monitor-
ing Committee for information.

13/07/2017WRWW04900GLAS Data

13/07/2017WRWW05000969. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide details regarding the number of farmers that applied for GLAS in each 
round according to tier 1, tier 2 and tier 3 breakdown, the number of farmers accepted; the num-
ber of farmers paid; the amount paid to date; the number of farmers in GLAS plus; and the num-
ber of farmers in GLAS that have commonage lands, by county, in tabular form. [34775/17]

13/07/2017WRWW05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is  not readily available and will take some time to compile.  The 
data will be furnished directly to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

13/07/2017WRWW05200GLAS Data

13/07/2017WRWW05300970. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons in receipt of GLAS 1 and GLAS 2 that have received the 15% of 
their 2016 payment, by county, in tabular form; the number of persons that have passed all 
payment approval checks and are awaiting their 15% portion of 2016 payment; the number of 
GLAS recipients that have yet to receive this portion of payment by county; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34776/17]

13/07/2017WRWW05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The number 
of participants who have received their 15% balancing payment and who have been cleared for 
payment is set out in the table.

All GLAS participants must submit a nutrient management plan before their balancing pay-
ment can be released and to date 18,400 have complied with this requirement and some 18,250 
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are still awaited.

Balancing payments continue to be made on an on-going basis as files are cleared.

County No. of  applicants paid to 
date

No. of applicants cleared for 
payment this week

Carlow 183 16
Cavan 701 51
Clare 1020 194
Cork 1374 235
Donegal 1319 171
Dublin 32 5
Galway 2054 126
Kerry 816 95
Kildare 160 18
Kilkenny 234 12
Laois 302 14
Leitrim 603 49
Limerick 492 20
Longford 349 21
Louth 87 18
Mayo 1752 185
Meath 255 16
Monaghan 394 15
Offaly 232 12
Roscommon 798 108
Sligo 464 50
Tipperary 517 15
Waterford 153 24
Westmeath 325 6
Wexford 352 39
Wicklow 133 38
Total 15101 1553

13/07/2017WRWW05500Knowledge Transfer Programme

13/07/2017WRWW05600971. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons that have applied to the knowledge transfer group scheme under 
the rural development programme 2014 to 2020 to date in each of the beef, sheep, dairy, till-
age, equine and poultry sectors; the targeted number of groups formed; the number of groups 
finalised to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34777/17]

13/07/2017WRWW05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Knowl-
edge Transfer (KT) Programme is included in Ireland’s Rural Development Programme (RDP) 
2014-2020.   20,252 farmer applications have been registered for the scheme.  These are broken 
down between the sectors in the following table: 

Total Beef Dairy Sheep Tillage Poultry Equine
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Number 
of Par-
ticipants 
Applied 

20,252 10,072 4,258 4,310 885 248 479

The number of KT groups that registered for approval under the Programme is as follows.

Total Beef Dairy Sheep Tillage Poultry Equine
Num-
ber of 
Groups   
Applied 

1201 582 271 252 55 14 27

 The current position in relation to KT Groups that have finalised the approval process is as 
follows:

Total Beef Dairy Sheep Tillage Poultry Equine
Num-
ber of 
Groups 
Finalised 
to date

1190 582 268 251 55 14 20

13/07/2017WRXX00200TAMS Applications Data

13/07/2017WRXX00300972. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of applications received, in total, under the targeted agricultural modernisation 
scheme two on a county basis in tabular form; the number of approved applications; the total 
number of payment claims lodged; the number of payment claims that have been approved for 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34778/17]

13/07/2017WRXX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Information 
on TAMS2 Applications Received by County are contained in the following table.

County Number of Applications
Carlow 197
Cavan 507
Clare 401
Cork 2017
Donegal 704
Dublin 73
Galway 951
Kerry 948
Kildare 244
Kilkenny 681
Laois 386
Leitrim 201
Limerick 657
Longford 187
Louth 163
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County Number of Applications
Mayo 521
Meath 468
Monaghan 445
Offaly 309
Roscommon 514
Sligo 190
Tipperary 1107
Waterford 440
Westmeath 321
Wexford 676
Wicklow 225
Total 13533

- Nos.
Total Applications Received 13533
Total Approved 9403
Total Payment Claims Lodged 1773
Total Approved for Payment to date 1148

13/07/2017WRXX00500Rural Development Programme Data

13/07/2017WRXX00600973. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the details of an annual breakdown of the actual expenditure incurred in each of the years 
2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017 to each scheme under the Rural Development Programme 
2014 to 2020 (details supplied) in tabular form; the details of budget allocations for each year 
in the 2014 to 2020 period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34779/17]

13/07/2017WRXX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table:

Table 1. Co funded Scheme level expenditure 2014-2020 and January-June 2017 (provi-
sional)

Actual Total 
2014-2020 Pro-
gramme

2014 2015 2016 2017 Jan-June 
Provisional

Expenditure Expenditure Expenditure Expenditure
Vote Total Vote Total Vote Total Vote Total

Beef and Data 
Genomics Pro-
gramme

0 28,989,048 59,272,461 7,077,418

Rural Environ-
ment Protection 
Scheme

136,119,131 26,507,770 1,488,131 81,910

Agri-Environ-
ment Option 
Scheme

60,715,069 78,583,446 32,256,472 8,218,179
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Actual Total 
2014-2020 Pro-
gramme

2014 2015 2016 2017 Jan-June 
Provisional

Expenditure Expenditure Expenditure Expenditure
Vote Total Vote Total Vote Total Vote Total

Green Low-
Carbon Agri-
Environment   
Scheme

0 11,452,500 100,922,200 31,575,442

Locally Led 
Environmental 
Schemes

0 0 953,868 840,386

Organic Farm-
ing Schemes

4,381,000 7,844,024 7,999,971 2,255,799

Land Mobility-
Early Retire-
ment   Scheme

0 0 4,248,250 1,439,021

Targeted Ag-
ricultural 
Modernisation   
Scheme

0 7607,854 7,806,640 10,688,200

Areas of Natu-
ral Constraint 
Scheme

195,655,247 206,525,119 206,527,774 7,419,415

Collaborative 
Farming

0 79,717 334,717 329,824

Technical As-
sistance

0 65,182 799,663 603,683

Advisory Ser-
vices

0 0 301,481 217,994

Knowledge 
Transfer 
Scheme

0 0 0 0

396,870,447 367,654,660 422,911,628 70,747,271

Table 2. Allocations for RDP funded Schemes in DAFM Vote 2014-2017 

Allocation 
2014-2020 Pro-
gramme

2014 2015 2016 2017 Provi-
sional

Allocation Allocation Allocation Allocation
Vote Total Vote Total Vote Total Vote Total

Beef and Data 
Genomics Pro-
gramme

23,000,000 35,000,000 74,000,000 52,000,000

Rural Environ-
ment Protection 
Scheme

123,000,000 53,550,000 2,174,000 310,000
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Allocation 
2014-2020 Pro-
gramme

2014 2015 2016 2017 Provi-
sional

Allocation Allocation Allocation Allocation
Vote Total Vote Total Vote Total Vote Total

Agri-Environ-
ment Option 
Scheme

61,000,000 71,000,000 40,850,000 10,940,000

Green Low-
Carbon Agri-
Environment   
Scheme

0 20,000,000 139,500,000 214,000,000

Locally Led 
Environmental 
Schemes

0 0 1,200,000 6,000,000

Organic Farm-
ing Schemes

0 6,000,000 10,000,000 10,500,000

Land Mobility-
Early Retire-
ment   Scheme

10,010,000 7,394,000 4,602,000 3,210,000

Targeted Ag-
ricultural 
Modernisation   
Scheme

17,200,000 30,500,000 35,800,000 49,965,280

Areas of Natu-
ral Constraint 
Scheme

195,000,000 207,000,000 202,000,000 202,000,000

Collaborative 
Farming

0 0 900,000 500,000

Technical As-
sistance

1,425,000 100000 1,000,000 1,000,000

Advisory Ser-
vices

0 450,000 0 993,220

Knowledge 
Transfer 
Scheme

0 0 0 25,621,000

430,635,000 430,994,000 512,026,000 577,039,500
The above are the total allocation for the schemes. In a few cases, small  parts of the alloca-

tion for schemes are not co-funded.

In addition to the schemes mentioned by the Deputy there are also allocations in 2017 for 
the animal welfare scheme, the traditional farm building scheme and food producer scheme. 
The Horticulture scheme is not co-funded under the 2014-2020 RDP.

Allocations for the years 2018-2020 will be determined in the context of the annual esti-
mates process for those years .

13/07/2017WRXX00800Agriculture Scheme Data
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13/07/2017WRXX00900974. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 523 of 30 May 2017, when a reply will issue. 
[34780/17]

13/07/2017WRXX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Given the 
volume and format of the data requested by the Deputy, the data has been posted directly to the 
Deputy today as a follow up to Parliamentary Question 523 of 30 May.

13/07/2017WRXX01100Agriculture Scheme Data

13/07/2017WRXX01200975. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to parliamentary question number 524 of 30 May 2017, when a reply will issue. 
[34781/17]

13/07/2017WRXX01300976. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to parliamentary question number 525 of 30 May 2017, when a reply will issue. 
[34782/17]

13/07/2017WRXX01400978. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to parliamentary question number 527 of 30 May 2017, when a reply will issue. 
[34784/17]

13/07/2017WRXX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 975, 976 and 978 together.

Officials in my Department are actively compiling the significant range of data requested by 
the Deputy. The data will be forwarded to the Deputy shortly.

13/07/2017WRXX01700Agriculture Scheme Data

13/07/2017WRXX01800977. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 526 of 30 May 2017, when a reply will issue. 
[34783/17]

13/07/2017WRXX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Given the 
volume and format of the data requested by the Deputy, the data has been posted directly to the 
Deputy today as a follow up to Parliamentary Question 526 of 30 May.

Question No. 978 answered with Question No. 975.

13/07/2017WRXX02100GLAS Data

13/07/2017WRXX02200979. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the average annual payment farmers will be able to draw down, based on current participa-
tion rates in the green low carbon agri-environment scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34785/17]

13/07/2017WRXX02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Based on 
the current participation levels in GLAS 1 and 2, the average annual contract value, excluding 
GLAS + is €4,200.  The average annual contract value will increase when GLAS+ payments 
are fully processed and the processing of  GLAS 3 contracts to payment may also impact on 
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the average payment. It is only when the 2017 payment processing is complete that the actual 
average annual contract value for over 50,000 participants will be available.

13/07/2017WRXX02400Food Wise 2025 Strategy

13/07/2017WRXX02500980. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of latest progress in achieving Food Wise 2025 targets following the publication 
of the latest implementation report; if he will be commissioning an immediate review of Food 
Wise 2025 as his ministerial colleague has done in the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation with respect to its ten-year Department Strategy Enterprise 2025 considering the em-
ployment and exports targets were predicted for a non-Brexit scenario. [34786/17]

13/07/2017WRXX02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025, the ten year strategy for the agri-food sector, identifies the opportunities and challenges 
facing the sector and  provides an enabling strategy that will allow the sector to grow and  
prosper. Food Wise includes more than 400 specific recommendations,  spread across the cross-
cutting themes of sustainability, innovation,  human capital, market development and competi-
tiveness; as well as specific sectorial recommendations. 

The implementation process for any strategy is vital for its success. I chair the Food Wise 
High Level Implementation Committee (HLIC), with high level  representatives from all the 
relevant Departments and State agencies.  The committee reviews progress on detailed actions 
on a quarterly basis, in order to identify and solve problems quickly. Stakeholders regularly 
present to the committee meetings on their priorities for particular  sectors or themes and by 
the end of this year, the HLIC will have  reviewed in detail progress on the five cross-cutting 
themes and the  eleven individual sectors outlined in Food Wise 2025. 

In light of the UK vote to leave the EU, Brexit has been included as a standard  item on the 
agenda of each meeting of the HLIC. It is clear that driving the implementation of the Food 
Wise recommendations, particularly those related to market development, competitiveness and 
innovation, will  assume even greater importance in the light of the UK decision.

I launched the second annual progress report of Food Wise 2025, Steps to Success 2017, on 
5th July 2017. Steps to Success 2017 outlines what the Department and its agencies have 
achieved in year one and what they plan to achieve over the next 12 months.  

Of the 368 actions that were due to commence by 2017 or are ongoing actions, there has 
been good progress to date:

-  46% of the actions have been achieved or substantial action has been undertaken.

-  49% of the actions have commenced and are progressing. 

-  3% of the actions are at commencement stage with the expectation that they will be 
achieved in the timeframe associated with them.

-  2% actions have not yet commenced. Of these, four will commence later this year.

13/07/2017WRXX02700Bord Bia Strategy

13/07/2017WRXX02800981. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 234 of 29 June 2017, the number of participants in 
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the sustainable beef and lamb assurance schemes, by county (details supplied). [34787/17]

13/07/2017WRXX02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Quality 
Assurance Schemes operated by Bord Bia have been developed over a period of years and ex-
tend beyond the farm gate as vertical industry integrated schemes. They are voluntary in nature. 
The Beef Quality Assurance Scheme commenced in 2004, and a Lamb Scheme commenced  in 
2007.  A combined Beef and  Lamb Quality Assurance Scheme commenced in January 2011. 
Both  beef and lamb feature in the Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance Scheme launched in 
April 2017.  An amount of €6 million has been provided in 2017 for independent on farm in-
spection and certification. 

 My officials will contact Bord Bia for the information sought by Deputy as this scheme is 
run by Bord Bia, and is an operational matter for them. This information will be provided to 
the Deputy by my Department under separate cover. However should the Deputy require any 
further information, he should contact Bord Bia directly at the agreed Oireachtas contact ad-
dress: info@bordbia.ie.

13/07/2017WRXX03000EU Funding

13/07/2017WRXX03100982. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the funding drawn down to date on an annual basis in tabular form under the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund Operational Programme 2014 to 2020 per each regional FLAG; 
the annual breakdown of funding allocated; the breakdown on all the seafood sectors, that is, 
fisheries, aquaculture and seafood processing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34788/17]

13/07/2017WRXX03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The follow-
ing table sets out details of the 2017 financial allocation under my Department’s European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund Operational Programme to each of the 7 Fisheries Local Action 
Groups.  Some €12 million is available to the FLAGs over the course of the Programme.

On 8 June 2017, I announced the award by the 7 FLAGs of €2 million in grant aid to 153 
projects nationwide.  These projects have not yet drawn down funds.  The FLAG scheme re-
mains open for new applications.  

FLAG Budget 2017
North 390,000
North East 263,944
North West 267,834
West 371,604
South 396,000
South East 298,400
South West 306,000
Total 2,293,782

13/07/2017WRXX03300TB Eradication Scheme

13/07/2017WRXX03400983. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his view on of his Department’s approach to issues with live valuation scheme as laid out 
by an organisation (details supplied). [34789/17]



Questions - Written Answers

616

13/07/2017WRXX03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Animals re-
moved as reactors under the TB Eradication programme are valued by independent Valuers 
appointed to a panel following an open framework competition run in accordance with EU 
procurement guidelines. The farmer experiencing the disease breakdown chooses a Valuer from 
this panel and my Department provides the Valuer with weekly guideline summary prices.   It is 
important that Valuers have access to up-to-date prices for use as a reference when valuing the 
current market value of animals. Under the terms of the TB Eradication Scheme, for purposes 
of livestock valuations of reactor animals “Market Value” is defined as the equivalent price 
which might reasonably have been obtained for the animal at the time of determination of com-
pensation from a purchaser in an open market if the animal was not affected by TB or was not 
being removed as part of a depopulation under the disease eradication programme.

The prices compiled for breeding stock, both pedigree and non-pedigree, are based on prices 
collected by my Department officials at premier, dispersal, reduction and other special sales 
throughout the country.  Each animal is evaluated individually and all of their details including 
age, breed, lactation number, pedigree, milk yield, overall merit (quality) etc, and their price is 
recorded and entered into a database to generate the weekly summary prices. Guideline prices 
for non-breeding/non pedigree beef stock are based on prices collected by Department Of-
ficials at 7 representative marts throughout the country (Bandon, Ennis, Kilkenny, Tullamore, 
Roscommon, Carnaross and Balla).  The main factors affecting the quality of these types of 
animals are conformation, breeding, growth rate and development for age and as in the case of 
breeding stock, the details are recorded into the database used to generate the weekly summary 
prices. 

An appeals process exists that provides for a second valuation to be conducted, by a dif-
ferent Valuer, where the first one is rejected by either the farmer or my Department.  In cases 
where this appeal valuation is itself rejected by either party the case may be referred to an inde-
pendent Arbitration Panel for final ruling. The relatively small number of valuations appealed 
by farmers annually indicates that farmers are satisfied that they were getting the correct market 
value for their cattle.  In 2016, 3,958 individual valuations were carried out and of this only 59 
(1.4%) were appealed by herdowners. 

My Department reserves the right to and indeed we are obliged to monitor the performance 
of these Valuers to ensure that all valuations carried out are in line with the prices for similar 
animals being offered in the market place. This is to ensure that both exchequer and EU funds 
are properly disbursed.   Officials of my Department refer to the Valuers Code of Practice to 
deal with the small number of Valuations which are non-compliant with the guidelines of the 
scheme. 

An EU audit of the financial transactions under the TB Eradication Programme found that 
the prices being paid for reactor animals were fair and were in fact, in line with market pric-
es.  It should also be noted that for high merit animals the Valuer has discretion to value an 
animal above the guideline prices as long as the Valuer can justify and support the decision with 
sufficient documentary evidence. 

My Department is continuously evaluating the efficiencies of the scheme to ensure we offer 
the most accurate market price information.

13/07/2017WRXX03600Young Farmers Scheme

13/07/2017WRXX03700984. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the young farmers’ scheme; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [34791/17]

13/07/2017WRXX03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted applications under the 2017 National Reserve and the Young Farmers Scheme 
to my Department.  The Terms and Conditions of the 2017 National Reserve and Young Farm-
ers Scheme state that an applicant must have successfully completed a recognised course of 
education in agriculture giving rise to an award at FETAC Level 6 or its equivalent by 15th 
May 2017.  The supporting document submitted by the person named as part of his application 
under the schemes stated that he would not have completed his agricultural education course 
by 15 May 2017. 

On this basis the person named was deemed to be ineligible under the 2017 National Re-
serve and the Young Farmers Scheme and was notified in writing of this decision.  He was 
given the option to appeal this decision to my Department and an appeal has been received this 
week. This appeal will now be examined and the person named will be notified of the outcome 
in writing shortly.

13/07/2017WRXX03900EU Directives

13/07/2017WRXX04000985. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the timeframe for consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his Department to trans-
pose Directive 2014/52/EU (details supplied); the date on which such provisions are expected 
to be initiated; the basis on which these provisions will be introduced; if provisions related to 
the 2014/52/EU have already been made by him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34837/17]

13/07/2017WRXX04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment of Housing, Planning, community and Local Government have taken the lead in the 
transposition and are in regular contact with the European Commission.  This Department has 
transposed the Directive in respect of Forestry with effect from 24 May this year. We are now 
progressing with the transposition of the Directive into the Agriculture and Aquaculture sectors.

13/07/2017WRXX04200Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRXX04300986. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1641 of 20 June 2017, the number of former Members 
who applied for board positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34845/17]

13/07/2017WRXX04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Vacancies 
on the boards of the twelve State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, other than those 
which are filled on the basis of nominations from specified organisations*, are advertised and 
processed by the Public Appointments Service (PAS). Details of applicants deemed to satisfy 
the qualifying criteria for positions advertised are notified to my Department by PAS. 

I am not, therefore, privy to information in relation to all applicants. No former TDs have 
featured on any list of candidates provided to my Department by PAS.   

*In the case the Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board, Bord Bia, Horse Racing Ireland, 
National Milk Agency, Teagasc and the Veterinary Council of Ireland some of the board ap-
pointments are made on the basis of nominations from various organisations as specified in the 
relevant statutes.
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13/07/2017WRXX04500Sugar Industry

13/07/2017WRXX04600987. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the potential to redevelop the sugar beet industry; and the steps he is taking in 
relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34859/17]

13/07/2017WRXX04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): By way of ex-
planation I would like to give the Deputy a short background to this issue.  A temporary restruc-
turing scheme was introduced with the aim of reducing EU sugar production. Greencore, the 
holder of the entire Irish sugar quota, availed of this voluntary scheme, dismantled its facilities 
and ceased production in 2006. Ireland secured €353million as part of the reform package of 
which €220million went to beet growers, €127million to Greencore and €6million to machinery 
contractors.

In 2011 my Department officials met with two separate groups which had conducted feasi-
bility studies into the possibility of establishing a new sugar and bioethanol production facil-
ity, using sugar beet, in this country. The figures published by the interested groups who are 
investigating the possibility of building a new facility, indicate that the overall capital costs 
involved could range from €250million to €400million, depending on what type of facility will 
be constructed. 

My Department officials have informed both groups at the time and many times since that 
any venture to develop a combined sugar/bioethanol production facility in Ireland, would have 
to be a viable commercial proposition, and supported by a sufficiently robust business case in 
order to attract the funding from investors for the very substantial capital investment required. 
My Government colleague Minister Coveney informed both groups at the time that it was his 
job to look for agreement at EU level to allow for the growing of sugar beet for the manufacture 
of sugar, at the earliest possible date. 

In this connection, he secured agreement as part of the overall CAP reform package at the 
final EU Council of Agriculture Ministers, which he chaired in June 2013, to abolish all sugar 
quotas by 30 September 2017. This agreement removes, with effect from 1 October 2017, the 
current EU quota barrier for operators in Ireland or other Member State, wishing to re-establish 
a sugar industry. 

The current Programme for a Partnership Government makes clear that “State enterprise 
bodies will be asked to examine any substantial business plans related to rebuilding the industry 
with a view to considering appropriate State supports” It is now up to those interested parties 
to move the project forward and to garner sufficient commercial and financial support to turn 
their plans into a viable reality.

13/07/2017WRXX04800Animal Identification Schemes

13/07/2017WRXX04900988. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the steps he will take to address a situation whereby information is not made available to 
marts as to whether a bovine is eligible for export (details supplied) in particular regarding 
whether an animal has been presented at a previous mart in the preceding 30 days; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34862/17]

13/07/2017WRXX05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under EU 
legislation, cattle exported from Ireland within the EU (including to Northern Ireland) must 
complete a residency period on a holding prior to export.  
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The pre-export check carried out by my Department was modified on 3rd April to ensure 
that cattle presented for export comply with the legislation. A note informing industry of the 
changes to export checks was issued on 27th March. The Department provides livestock marts 
with real-time data from the AIM system indicating whether or not the animal is eligible for EU 
export markets, and this takes into account the 30-day residency period requirement. It is the 
responsibility of the marts to display accurately the information provided to it by AIM.

I called a meeting with live exporters earlier this year at which I stressed that my Depart-
ment considers the live export sector to be of great importance, particularly given Brexit and 
the expansion of the dairy herd. At that meeting the 30-day residency period came up for dis-
cussion.  A small number of minor technical and other anomalies were highlighted by exporters 
when the pre-export check was modified and have since been addressed; the new arrangements 
are operating with minimal disruption.  The ongoing search for new third country markets is 
a priority for my Department and I welcome the fact that exports of live cattle to date in 2017 
have increased by more than 40% compared to the same period last year.

13/07/2017WRXX05100Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

13/07/2017WRXX05200989. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of applications to the 2017 areas of natural constraints scheme per county. 
[34888/17]

13/07/2017WRXX05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): 109,766 appli-
cations have been received to date under the 2017 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme.   
Processing and validation of these applications is ongoing with a view to issuing payments to 
those cases which are eligible.

County No. of applicants
Carlow 951
Cavan 4625
Clare 5845
Cork 10067
Donegal 8357
Dublin 255
Galway 11526
Kerry 7427
Kildare 1090
Kilkenny 2534
Laois 2245
Leitrim 3324
Limerick 4057
Longford 2266
Louth 1016
Mayo 11063
Meath 2325
Monaghan 3869
Offaly 2701
Roscommon 5432



Questions - Written Answers

620

County No. of applicants
Sligo 3821
Tipperary 5710
Waterford 1907
Westmeath 2781
Wexford 2688
Wicklow 1884
Total 109766

13/07/2017WRXX05400Energy Efficiency

13/07/2017WRXX05500990. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the grants in place for protected houses that are private dwellings for persons who 
wish to carry out energy efficiency improvements in view of the fact that protected houses are 
not eligible to apply under SEAI. [34103/17]

13/07/2017WRXX05600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): A protected structure is defined by Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 
2000 as a building that a planning authority considers to be of special interest from an archi-
tectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical point of view. 
Each planning authority maintains a list of such structures on a Record of Protected Structures.  
Any buildings so listed are not required to comply with Part L (conservation of fuel and energy) 
of the Building Regulations and do not require a Building Energy Rating (BER) certificate for 
rental or sales purposes. However, that should not prevent owners of protected structures from 
undertaking energy efficiency improvements.     

Homeowners must consult with the relevant Local Authority prior to commencement of 
energy efficiency works if the property is a protected structure as any works which would ma-
terially affect the character of protected structures require prior planning permission. However, 
once this condition is met, owners of a home that is a protected structure are eligible for grant 
support from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland who operate the Better Energy Homes 
scheme on behalf of my Department. This scheme provides fixed grants towards a range of 
energy efficiency measures including roof insulation, wall insulation, heating controls, boiler 
upgrades, solar heating systems and the cost of Building Energy Rating assessments.

13/07/2017WRXX05700International Conventions

13/07/2017WRXX05800991. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if Ireland will support the findings and recommendations of the Aarhus Conven-
tion compliance committee (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34279/17]

13/07/2017WRXX05900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I note the findings and recommendations adopted by the Aarhus Convention Com-
pliance Committee on 19 June 2017, with regard to communications ACCC/C/2013/91 and 
ACCC/C/2013/92, concerning compliance by the United Kingdom and Germany with their 
obligations under the Aarhus Convention in relation to public participation in the transbound-
ary environmental impact assessment procedure for two nuclear reactors at Hinkley Point in 
the United Kingdom.  The findings and recommendations were concluded in accordance with 
defined procedures and international law under the Aarhus Convention and, as part of that pro-
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cess, parties concerned are entitled to submit comments on the draft findings and to challenge 
issues of fact.  Ireland is not a party to these proceedings and does not have a role in affirming 
or disputing the findings of the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee. Officials from my 
Department will attend the next meeting of the Aarhus Committee in September.

13/07/2017WRYY00200Public Service Obligation Levy Application

13/07/2017WRYY00300992. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 231 of 5 July 2017, the reason for conflict 
with state aid rules that would be presented by a PSO levy system based on a per kWh basis. 
[33573/17]

13/07/2017WRYY00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The conflict with state aid rules that would be presented by a Public Service Obli-
gation (PSO) levy system based on a per kwh charge is set out most recently by the European 
Commission in correspondence with the Department on the State Aid re-notification for the 
PSO related to peat stations, C (2013) 5832 section 3.4 (49) “Compatibility with other Treaty 
provisions.”

In this notification letter, the European Commission states “In accordance with the case law 
of the Court and the Commission’s case practice, parafiscal charges and levies which are im-
posed on the consumption of a product (e.g. electricity) regardless of whether it is domestic or 
imported, but the proceeds of which only benefit domestic production, are not compatible with 
Articles 30 or 110 TFEU.”

In practical terms, the above provision means that a simple consumption based-levy is not 
allowed under state aid rules.  This is because it could theoretically benefit supported genera-
tors/suppliers in Ireland by imposing a levy on all electricity supplied including that imported 
from another Member State, thereby discriminating in favour of generators/suppliers in one 
Member State, potentially distorting competition and affecting trade between Member States.

Therefore a kWh charge is not possible under EU law in these circumstances whereas a flat 
charge based on the connection level is permitted.

The European Commission has made similar ruling for the PSO levy in notification ap-
provals in respect of the original PSO scheme (C (2001) 3265) and also in respect of renewable 
support schemes (C (2002) 2 and C (2002) 5).

13/07/2017WRYY00500Waste Disposal Charges

13/07/2017WRYY00600993. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 230 of 5 July 2017, the reason for his de-
termination that €75 would cover the cost of disposing 650 kg of waste under the new waste 
system in view of the fact that he has repeatedly emphasised that the Government plays no role 
in setting prices within the waste collection sector. [33574/17]

13/07/2017WRYY00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The charges applied by waste management companies are matters for those com-
panies and their customers, subject to compliance with all applicable environmental and other 
relevant legislation, including contract and consumer legislation.

Waste collection prices vary across the country and between service providers. Therefore, 
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estimating the approximate cost of collecting 650 kg of waste is extremely challenging which 
is why the disposal estimate is used. 

The figure of €75 represents the estimated cost of disposing of 650 kg of waste over the 
course of a year, based on landfill and incineration gate fees.

I am establishing a pricing monitoring function that will provide monthly reports on pricing 
developments and the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission will also be asked to 
report on the operation of the household waste collection market in order to inform the future 
development of national waste management policy before year end.  

13/07/2017WRYY00800Waste Management Expenditure

13/07/2017WRYY00900994. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the expenditure of the budget allocated to the regional waste management plan-
ning offices in 2016 and 2017, by campaign, nature of expenditure and date. [33575/17]

13/07/2017WRYY01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In 2016, approximately €28,000 was provided to the Regional Waste Management 
Planning Offices (RWMPOs) for the preparation of an awareness campaign for the proposed 
introduction of a per kilogramme pay by weight on 1 July 2016; it was decided in June 2016 not 
to proceed with the introduction of pay by weight at that time.

To date in 2017, approximately €500,000 has been committed by the RWMPOs to fund the 
continued roll out of a comprehensive waste campaign.  This campaign includes a programme 
of education and awareness using radio and cinema advertisements to encourage the use of 
brown bin and focusing on food waste prevention, backed up with social media campaigns; the 
development of a master recycling programme by the RWMPOs, working with the environ-
mental pillar, to roll out workshops across the country training recycling ambassadors to bring 
the recycling message and understanding to a wide variety of communities; and, a billboard 
campaign to promote the prevention, reduction, reuse and recycling of waste.   

13/07/2017WRYY01100National Postcode System Expenditure

13/07/2017WRYY01200995. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the departmental spend on setting up eircode; the original budget; the spend on 
ongoing maintenance costs since it was established; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33576/17]

13/07/2017WRYY01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, was awarded a 10 
year contract in December 2013 to develop, implement, maintain and promote the use of the 
National Postcode System “Eircode”.

The cost to date for establishing the National Postcode System (NPS) is €21.48m (VAT in-
clusive) and is broken down as follows:

Contractual Costs Expected Cost to Exchequer 
over life of the contract 
(VAT inclusive)

Paid to end June 2017(Vat 
inclusive)

NPS Design €3.20m €3.20m
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Contractual Costs Expected Cost to Exchequer 
over life of the contract 
(VAT inclusive)

Paid to end June 2017(Vat 
inclusive)

PSB Database encoding €11.50m €11.50m
NPS Launch and dissemina-
tion

€3.77m €3.77m

On-going maintenance and 
Service costs

€14.75m €0.11m

Subtotal €33.22m €18.58m
Other Costs   
Specialist and Staffing Costs €4.80m €2.90m
Total Cost €38.02m €21.48m

13/07/2017WRYY01400Consultancy Contracts Data

13/07/2017WRYY01500996. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the name, costs, date of commission, date or expected date of publication and 
name of the external consultant of all external reports commissioned by his Department since 
March 2011 in tabular form. [33577/17]

13/07/2017WRYY01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): My Department administers a very diverse, complex and technical brief across critical 
and strategic sectors of the Irish economy.  While it has a total complement of around 345 full 
time equivalent staff of whom a number are technical personnel, the technical, commercial, 
legal complexity and evolving nature of sectors with which the Department deals requires ac-
cess to external professional expertise to assist in discharging its functions.  In procuring these 
specialised services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money and that these 
services contribute to project delivery and informed, robust and evidence based policy making.

The bulk of the studies are technical and specialist in nature and were necessary to address 
specific issues as they arose and enable the Department to discharge its policy and project re-
sponsibilities in the areas concerned.

Details of external consultant reports commissioned by my Department since March 2011 
are set out in the following table:

Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

Environ UK 
Limited

Corrib gasfield proj-
ect – monitoring 
compliance with the 
Conditions of the 
Department’s Letter 
of Consent dated 25 
February 2011

€924,111.81* June 2011 Report published 
on the Department’s 
website Dec 2015.

Dr Michael 
Johnson

Silvermines Vegetation 
Study

€5,848 August 2011 This Report will not 
be published until 
completion of land 
purchase. 
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Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

Camp Dresser 
McKee CDM

Sampling of Gortmore 
and Silvermines Veg-
etation

€13,890 July 2011 This Report will not 
be published until 
completion of land 
purchase.

Purvin & Gertz Strategic Case for Oil 
Refining requirements

€193,997 August 2011 July 2013

PA Consulting 
Group

National Digital Re-
search Centre

€29,040 July 2011 Published on the De-
partment website.

OHH Energy 
Ltd

Independent Commis-
sion on Meath Tyrone 
Power Line 

€41,120 July 2011 17/1/2012

Elimark Independent Commis-
sion on Meath Tyrone 
Power Line

€38,786 July 2011 17/1/2012

2B Energy Independent Commis-
sion on Meath Tyrone 
Power Line

€32,284 July 2011 17/1/2012

SLR Consulting Core Library Holdings 
Review 

€39,688 Sept 2011 – Dec 
2011

Jan 2012

Jenny Deakin Preparation for the 
Graigue Group Water 
Scheme Report

€1,750 April 2011 – Sept 
2011

Sept 2011

Indecon Eco-
nomic Consul-
tants

Economic/Socio-Eco-
nomic Analysis of op-
tions for rollout of next 
generation broadband 

€28,167 May 2012 This Report will not 
be published as it is 
commercially sensi-
tive and may impact 
on Government pro-
curement in Broad-
band provision.

Analysys Ma-
son

Analysis of options for 
potential State inter-
vention in the rollout 
of next generation 
broadband

€30,522 May 2012 This Report will not 
be published as it is 
commercially sensi-
tive and may impact 
on Government pro-
curement in Broad-
band provision.

Thornton’s 
Chartered Sur-
veyors

Provision of land valu-
ation and negotiation 
services

€3,690 July 2012 This Report will not 
be published until 
completion of land 
purchase.

Indecon Inter-
national Eco-
nomic Consul-
tants

Assessment of Eco-
nomic Contribution of 
Mineral Exploration 
and Mining in Ireland

€53,690 October 2012 Published September 
2013.

Indecon (Ire-
land)

Provision of a Macro-
Economic Research 
Exercise under the Na-
tional Digital Strategy 
to Determine the Value 
of Internet/Digital to 
the Irish Economy

€72,474 November 2012 Published July 2013.
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Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

CDM Smith 
Ireland Limited

Environmental Moni-
toring at former mining 
areas of Silvermines, 
Co. Tipperary and 
Avoca, Co. Wicklow

€650,336 December 2012 On completion of 
scheduled reports.

AMEC Earth & 
Environmental 
(UK) Ltd

Expert Services to 
Monitor Mining 
Activities and Com-
pliance with terms of 
State Mining Leases/
Licences.

€140,621 December 2012 This Report will not 
be published as it is 
commercially sensi-
tive. 

Wardell Arm-
strong LLP

Provision of Expert 
Services for Mine In-
spection, Environmen-
tal Advice and Com-
pliance with terms of 
State Mining Leases/
Licences.

€45,918 May 2016 This Report will not 
be published as it is 
commercially sensi-
tive.

Pricewater-
house Coopers 
Ltd 

Scheduled review of 
INFOMAR Project

€59,505 Dec 2012 – May 
2013

Published September 
2013.

BEC consul-
tants 

Assistance with 
statutory assessment 
of Environmental 
Statements and Na-
tura Impact State-
ments accompanying 
applications for (1) a 
2D regional seismic 
survey and (2) an off-
shore exploration well 
(Dunquin) (2 reports 
received)

€11,211 February 2013 Reports published 
on the Department’s 
website.

Det Norske 
Veritas

Expert technical advice 
to the Department in 
connection with off-
shore drilling

€52,088 March 2013 Not published. Com-
mercially sensitive.

Neary Market-
ing & Commu-
nications

Review of Irish Geo-
science Sector

€10,000 March 2013 – 
June 2013

This Report will not 
be published as it is 
commercially sensi-
tive.
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Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

BEC consul-
tants 

Assistance with 
statutory assessment 
of Environmental 
Statements and Na-
tura Impact Statements 
accompanying appli-
cations for geophysi-
cal surveys includ-
ing 2D/3D offshore 
Seismic Surveys and 
exploration drilling ap-
plications (six reports 
completed in 2013)

€18,266 
(€3,044 fee 
payable for 
each report 
received)

April 2013 Reports published 
on the Department’s 
website.

Norcontel (Ire-
land) Ltd

Market analysis of 
backhaul infrastructure 
in Mayo and Galway

€10,500 May 2013 Published June 2013.

Selgovia Lim-
ited

Offshore exploration 
well technical assess-
ment 

€4,429 July 2013 Not published. Com-
mercially sensitive.

Doyle Kent 
Planning Part-
nership Ltd.

To provide draft Stra-
tegic Environmental 
Assessment Scoping 
Report for the Renew-
able Energy Policy and 
Development Frame-
work

€95,940 September 2013 This report has not 
been published but 
is expected to be 
published shortly.

Environ UK 
Ltd

Establishment of an 
Administrative Frame-
work for the Conduct 
of an Irish Offshore 
Strategic Environmen-
tal Assessment

€23,247 November 2013 Not published. Com-
mercially sensitive.

Environ UK 
Ltd

Establishment of an 
Administrative Frame-
work for the Acqui-
sition of Baseline 
Information on Marine 
Species

€21,973 November 2013 Not published. Com-
mercially sensitive.

AECOM Ltd. Economics and Finan-
cial Consultancy

€52,988 November 2013 This Report will not 
be published as it 
remains confidential.

Indecon (Ire-
land)

Economic Analysis of 
the Advertising Market 
in Ireland

€71,438 December 2013 Report published 
on the Department’s 
website.
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Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

BEC consul-
tants 

Assistance with 
statutory assessment 
of Environmental 
Statements and Na-
tura Impact Statements 
accompanying appli-
cations for geophysi-
cal surveys includ-
ing 2D/3D offshore 
Seismic Surveys and 
exploration drilling ap-
plications (five reports 
completed to date in 
2014).

€66,124 
(€3,653 fee 
payable for 
each report 
received)

February 2014 Reports published 
on the Department’s 
website.

Wood Mack-
enzie

Review of Ireland’s 
Oil and Gas Fiscal 
System

€212,873 12/3/2014 PublishedJune 2014

Neary Market-
ing & Commu-
nications 

Review of Geosci-
ence Ireland Business 
Cluster

€5,000 March 2014 – 
July 2014

This Report will not 
be published as it is 
commercially sensi-
tive.

PA Consulting Post Project Evaluation 
of the Tellus Border 
project 

€24,750 March 2014-July 
2014

Published July 2014

Perspective As-
sociates Ltd

The provision of 
independent expert 
advice relating to the 
identification of an 
appropriate frame-
work for determining 
whether a compilation 
of programme material 
offered by a contrac-
tor under s. 71 of the 
Broadcasting Act 2009 
has the ‘character of a 
public service’. 

€5,000 18/07/2014 Report published 
on the Department’s 
website

Environ UK 
Ltd

Assistance with the 
Production of the Irish 
Offshore Strategic 
Environmental Assess-
ment (IOSEA) 5

€218,399.51 October 2014 Report published 
on the Department’s 
website Sep 2015

KN Network 
Services

To provide a due 
diligence assessment 
on the current status 
of the Galway-Mayo 
telecoms duct.

€62,500 2014 The report will not 
be published, it will 
be used to assist with 
the appointment of a 
Management Ser-
vices Entity for the 
duct.
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Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

Gemserv To provide a privacy 
impact assessment for 
the National Postcode 
System.

€59,340 August 2014 The report is pub-
lished and available 
on the Departments 
website.

Ricardo - AEA REFIT 3 Review €4,500 2014 This document 
remains part of the 
deliberative process 
and contains com-
mercially sensitive 
information.

Doyle Kent 
Planning Part-
nership Ltd.

Assistance with the 
screening of the 
National Broadband 
Intervention Strategy 
for Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment and 
Appropriate Assess-
ment.

€4,500 25/08/2014 This report will be 
published on com-
pletion of the consid-
eration of the SEA/
AA assessments.

RPS Group 
Limited

To undertake a Strate-
gic Environmental As-
sessment / Appropriate 
Assessment on the 
Draft Bioenergy Plan

€54,930 September 2015 March 2016

Indecon Inter-
national Eco-
nomic Consul-
tants

Review of Desig-
nated Events of Major 
Importance to Society 
under the Broadcasting 
Act 2009. 

€82,719 23 October 2015 The report will not 
be published, it is 
used to assist in the 
review of designated 
events.

Tekenable Provision of TV 
Licence Database and 
System Review. 

€36,017 29 October 2015 This report is com-
mercially sensitive 
and confidential, and 
will not be pub-
lished.

Compass Infor-
matics,

Scoping Study for a 
National Geological 
Data Centre

€29,625 October 2015 December 2015

Ramboll Envi-
ron UK

Corrib Pipeline Con-
sent environmental 
consultancy services 
for gap analysis for 
Corrib pipeline consent 
to operate

€85,634 August 2015 Report published 
on the Department’s 
website December 
2015.
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Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

BEC consul-
tants 

Assistance with 
statutory assessment 
of Environmental 
Statements and Natura 
Impact Statements ac-
companying applica-
tions for geophysical 
surveys including 
2/3D offshore seismic 
survey and exploration 
drilling applications.

€21,918.60 
(€3,653 fee 
payable for 
each report 
received.

April 2016 Reports published 
on the Department’s 
website.

Norcontel Financial advice 
relating to the conces-
sionaire model for the 
Metropolitan Area Net-
works (MANS)

€22,950 30 March 2016 This report is com-
mercially sensitive 
and confidential, and 
will not be pub-
lished.

Indecon Assessment of the 
Macro-Economic Im-
pact of Internet/Digital 
on the Irish Economy

€74,070 30 November 
2015

Published on the De-
partment’s website 
on 31 May 2016.

Eamon Halpin 
& Co. Ltd

Valuation Report and 
advice on Waterford 
& Dungarvan MAN 
Networks

€5,000 25 November 
2015

This report forms 
part of an ongoing 
legal process and 
will not be pub-
lished.

Element Energy   Provision of consul-
tancy services to the 
Department of Com-
munications, Climate 
Action and Environ-
ment (DCCAE) for an 
economic analysis of 
the Renewable Heat 
Incentive for Ireland

€105,500 17 May 2016  This report will not 
be published as it is 
commercially sensi-
tive.

SLR Environ-
mental Consult-
ing Ireland

Expert Consultancy 
Services to provide 
environmental guid-
ance documentation 
in respect of mineral 
exploration activities

€59,040 10th October 
2016

Ongoing

Crowleys DFK Review of the Tax 
Implications of the 
Formation of the Digi-
tal Hub company

€12,000  31 July 2015 This report is com-
mercially sensitive 
and will not be 
published.

Indecon Review the Impact of 
Opt-Out Advertising 
on the Irish Broadcast-
ing Sector

€45,446  11th October 
2016

September 2017
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Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

Cambridge 
Economic 
Policy Associ-
ates (CEPA) 

Provision of an 
Economic Analysis 
to Underpin a New 
Renewable Electric-
ity Support Scheme in 
Ireland 

€125,700 13 December 
2016 

Report not yet com-
plete. 

Risk Solutions Review of INFOMAR 
Programme

€24,989 26th November 
2015

Completed March 
2016On INFOMAR 
websitewww.info-
mar.ie 

SLR Consulting Report on Social Ac-
ceptance of Geosci-
ence Activities and 
Earth Resources in 
Ireland

€21,445 Contracts signed 
late Nov 2015

Published online 
May 2016 (www.gsi.
ie/reserach) 

Analysys Ma-
son  

Review of pricing and 
access arrangements 
relating to the  Metro-
politan Area Networks 
(MANs)

Total cost - 
€90,000 No 
payments to 
date

24th March 2017 This report will con-
tain  commercially 
sensitive informa-
tion, and will not be 
published.

Indecon Review of policy un-
derpinning the NDRC 
endeavour

Total cost 
- €51,948 
of which 
€10,389.60 paid 
to date 

9th March 2017 Ongoing 

RPS Group 
Limited

To undertake a Stra-
tegic Environmental 
Assessment and Ap-
propriate Assessment 
of the National Broad-
band Intervention 
Strategy

€22,205 April 2016 This report will be 
published on com-
pletion of the consid-
eration of the SEA/
AA assessments.

KHSK Eco-
nomic Consul-
tants

Review of the Obsta-
cles that hindered the 
planned introduction of 
pay by weight charging 
in July 2016

€10,920  29/11/2016 This report has not 
been published to 
date.

RPS Consulting 
Engineers

Review of the 2006 
Wind Energy Develop-
ment Guidelines

€21,985 December 2016 This report will be 
published on com-
pletion of the consid-
eration of the SEA/
AA assessments.

Indecon An Economic Evalua-
tion of the Geoscience 
Sector

Nil cost to date 1/06/2017 Report to be com-
pleted in Q4 2017 
and will be pub-
lished online. 

Indecon Review of policy un-
derpinning the NDRC 
endeavour

Total cost - 
€51,948 of 
which €10,389 
paid to date  

9th March 2017 Work is currently 
ongoing and there 
are no plans to pub-
lish the report.
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Consultancy 
Name

Title Cost to date Date of Commis-
sion

Date or expected 
date of publication

BEC consul-
tants 

Assistance with 
statutory assessment 
of Environmental 
Statements and Natura 
Impact Statements ac-
companying applica-
tions for geophysical 
surveys including 
2/3D offshore seismic 
survey and exploration 
drilling applications.

€40,184 
(€3,653 fee 
payable for 
each report 
received.

June 2017 Reports published 
on the Department’s 
website.

Envecon Deci-
sion Support 
Ltd **

Consultancy to support 
work of the Technical 
Research and Model-
ling (TRAM) Group.  

€352,200 due 
under contract 
for whole of 
2017.  

Contract com-
menced on 1 
January and will 
end 31 December 
2017.

The Final National 
Mitigation Plan will 
be published by 
DCCAE in mid-July 
2017. 

Economic and 
Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) 
and University 
College Cork 
(UCC)**

Consultancy to support 
work of the Technical 
Research and Model-
ling (TRAM) Group.  

N/A Contract com-
menced on 1 
January and will 
end 31 December 
2017.  

Ongoing.

RPS Consult-
ing Engineers 
Limited

Strategic Environmen-
tal Assessment State-
ment

€73,530 July 2015 This will be pub-
lished alongside 
the Final National 
Mitigation Plan by 
DCCAE in mid-July 
2017. 

London School 
of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medi-
cine

An assessment of the 
health benefits of the 
Warmth & Wellbeing 
Pilot Scheme 

Nil 28/04/17 The Warmth & 
Wellbeing scheme is 
a pilot initiative that 
will run for at least 
3 years. Research 
work will proceed in 
parallel with scheme 
delivery and will 
completed after the 
scheme’s conclusion.   

*These costs are recouped from the Operator of the Corrib gasfield project

**Technical support for the development and management of key operational elements in 
the national climate and energy policy process is provided by the Technical Research and Mod-
elling Group (TRAM).  TRAM has assisted the Government in developing the NMP. TRAM 
research is paid for from the Subhead F7 of the DCCAE Vote and in 2017 €1.75m was allocated 
for this work.

13/07/2017WRYY01700Renewable Energy Feed in Tariff Scheme

13/07/2017WRYY01800997. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the date by which he will announce the details of the next REFIT scheme; if it will 
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be expanded to include more types of renewable production; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33578/17]

13/07/2017WRYY01900998. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the cost efficiencies for all renewable technologies by megawatt in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33579/17]

13/07/2017WRYY02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 997 and 998 together.  

The 2015 Energy White Paper and the 2016 Programme for Government recognise that Ire-
land’s long-term interests are best supported by further decreasing our dependence on foreign 
fossil fuels through the continued development of indigenous renewable energy.  To support 
the delivery of this ambition, my Department is currently developing a proposed new Renew-
able Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) which will be designed to assist Ireland in meeting its 
renewable energy contributions out to 2030.

In July 2015, my Department published the first Technology Review consultation on a new 
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) and over 800 submissions were received.  Fol-
lowing this, in December 2016, my Department appointed consultants to carry out an indepen-
dent evidence based economic appraisal to underpin the proposed new RESS.  This appraisal 
is on going, and involves comparing the cost of supporting a range of commercial renewable 
technologies including Solar Photovoltaic (PV), both ground mounted and rooftop, Offshore 
Wind, Onshore Wind, Ocean Energy including Tidal and Wave technologies, and various Bio-
energy technologies including Biomass Combustion, Biomass CHP, Anaerobic Digestion CHP, 
Sewage Gas, BioGas and Waste to Energy.

Notwithstanding the fact that some of these technologies are more market ready and cost ef-
fective than others, all technologies that are being appraised will remain open for consideration 
under a range of scenarios until a final decision on the scheme design is made.

The economic appraisal is being undertaken to ensure that the new scheme delivers value 
for money for energy users whilst also delivering on the energy pillars of sustainability and se-
curity of supply.  The appraisal also includes analysis of the optimum financial support mecha-
nisms for renewable technologies, in line with the 2014 EU State Aid Guidelines. 

It is important to note that the Energy and Environment State Aid Guidelines, applicable 
from 2014 to 2020, will significantly limit the design options for the proposed new RESS.  The 
guidelines indicate that all RES-E support levels must be set through competitive bidding pro-
cesses and RES-E support should be set via a Feed in Premium payment as opposed to flat tariff 
structures that have been implemented in Ireland to date.

My Department will publish a final public consultation on the design principles of the new 
RESS this month.  Following the outcome of this public consultation, and before any new 
scheme is introduced, it will need to secure Government approval and state aid clearance from 
the European Commission.  Subject to this, it is expected that the new scheme will become 
operational in 2018.

In terms of the costs associated with supporting renewable electricity technologies, the table 
below sets out the current Renewable Electricity Feed In Tariff (REFIT) rates for 2017. 

Tariff per MWh (€)

REFIT 1 2017
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Large onshore wind (above 5MW) 69.72
Small onshore wind (equal to or less than 
5MW)

72.167

Hydro 88.068
Biomass Landfill Gas 85.622
Other Biomass 88.068

REFIT 2 2017
Large onshore wind (above 5MW) 69.72
Small onshore wind (equal to or less than 
5MW)

72.137

Hydro 88.068
Biomass Landfill Gas 85.622

REFIT 3 2017
Biomass Combustion 89.314
Biomass Combustion - Energy Crops 99.822
Large Biomass CHP (above 1500kW) 126.091
Small Biomass CHP (equal to or less than 
1500kW)

147.106

Large AD Non CHP (above 500 kW) 105.076
Small AD Non CHP (equal to or less than 
500 kW)

115.583

Large AD CHP (above 500kW) 136.598
Small AD CHP (equal to or less than 
500kW)

157.613

13/07/2017WRYY02200Legislative Process

13/07/2017WRYY02300999. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the Government has transposed the European broadband directive, 2014/61/
EU, relating to infrastructure sharing which will reduce the cost of deploying high speed elec-
tronic communications networks; if not, when this is envisaged; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33580/17]

13/07/2017WRYY02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Directive 2014/61/EU on measures to reduce the cost of deploying high-speed electronic 
communications networks requires operators of communications, district heating, electricity 
including public lighting, gas, transport and waste water networks to negotiate agreements to 
share their network physical infrastructure with public communications networks operators, if 
requested, unless there are objective reasons not to do so in any particular case.

The Directive provides, among other things, for infrastructure sharing requirements and a 
requirement to establish a dispute settlement body to adjudicate in disputes regarding access to 
other networks and the terms and conditions of such access.  The European Union (Reduction 
of Cost of Deploying High Speed Public Communications Networks) Regulations 2016 (S.I. 
No. 391 of 2016) transposing these requirements of the Directive were signed into law by me 
on 20 July 2016.

I am advised that a further provision of the Directive to ensure that all newly constructed 
buildings at the end-user’s location, with certain exceptions, or buildings undergoing major 
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renovation works, for which applications for building permits have been submitted after 31 
December 2016, are equipped with a high-speed-ready in-building physical infrastructure, re-
quires an amendment to the Building Control Acts in order to effect transposition.  My officials 
are working with officials in the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government on the necessary measures to transpose this provision.

13/07/2017WRYY02500Broadcasting Charge

13/07/2017WRYY026001000. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the changes he is planning on making to the funding of public broadcasting; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33581/17]

13/07/2017WRYY02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I recognise the important part that public service broadcasters play in our demo-
cratic society and the consequent importance of stable and adequate funding to ensure the con-
tinued delivery of their role in this regard.

While the TV Licence system faces a range of challenges, including the current unaccept-
able levels of evasion, my Department is continuing to work with An Post and RTÉ so that all 
steps are being taken to ensure that, to the extent possible, it continues to deliver the necessary 
levels of public funding. 

As the Deputy is aware, I have obtained Government approval to proceed with the drafting 
of a number of legislative amendments to the Broadcasting Act 2009 including amendment of 
the provisions of the Act relating to the broadcasting levy to alleviate the burden on broadcast-
ers.  I also intend to introduce a new funding scheme to offer bursaries to journalists working 
in local or community radio stations and to provide for tendering for TV Licence fee collection.  
The proposed amendments are currently being considered by the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Communications, Climate Action & Environment under Pre-Legislative Scrutiny.

As the Deputy is also aware, I have requested the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communi-
cations, Climate Action and Environment to examine the longer term issue of the future funding 
of the public service media.  The Committee’s work is on going and a very useful consultative 
forum on this important topic was hosted by the Committee on 7 July.  I am confident that its 
review will be comprehensive and thorough and will involve due consideration of all relevant 
issues.  I very much look forward to receiving the Committee’s report in due course, which will 
inform future funding policy for public service broadcasting.

13/07/2017WRYY02800Television Licence Fee Collection

13/07/2017WRYY029001001. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has considered the possible impacts that outsourcing the collection of televi-
sion license fees could have on An Post’s financial revenues and profitability. [33582/17]

13/07/2017WRYY03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As the Deputy will be aware, I have obtained Government approval to draft a 
number of legislative amendments to the Broadcasting Act, 2009, including amendments to al-
low for the tendering of TV Licence fee collection, and the proposed amendments are currently 
being considered by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action & 
Environment under Pre-Legislative Scrutiny.
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In tandem with this, I recently asked the Office of Government Procurement to issue a 
Request for Information to see what services the market may be able to offer in respect of TV 
Licence fee collection.  The result of this will help inform any tender process once the legisla-
tive amendments are in place to provide for a procurement process.  

Whatever form any future tender process might take, it is my intention that the post office 
network should remain central to the sale of television licences.  I understand that when the cost 
of collection is factored in, the TV licence collection process has no material impact on An Post 
financials. 

In the meantime, there will be no change to the existing TV licence fee arrangements and An 
Post continues to work as my issuing agent in accordance with Section 145 of the Act.

13/07/2017WRYY03100Brexit Issues

13/07/2017WRYY032001002. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 248 of 25 May 2017, if he will elaborate 
on the engagement that he mentioned; and the number of meetings that he and his Department 
have attended regarding the implementation of EU roaming regulations in Northern Ireland fol-
lowing the United Kingdom’s departure from the European Union. [33583/17]

13/07/2017WRYY03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): EU Roam Like at Home took effect by way of EU Regulation on 15 June 2017 and 
is now in force EU-wide.  That includes in Northern Ireland as part of the UK.  Therefore until 
the UK leave the European Union, this EU law has full effect in the UK, including Northern 
Ireland.

As stated previously, it is not yet possible to say what impact Brexit will have on cross-
border roaming charges once the UK formally leaves the Union.  That will be largely dependent 
on the future relationship between the EU and UK, which is a discussion that will follow the 
current negotiation phase of the Exit Deal.

The position remains that the UK Government White Paper on Brexit sets out that the UK 
wishes to ensure that the UK telecoms companies can continue to trade as freely and competi-
tively as possible with the EU.

As you will be aware, my officials and I take every opportunity to discuss the potential 
impacts of Brexit with our EU and UK colleagues, including with the European Commission 
Article 50 Task Force. 

With respect to Northern Ireland specifically, meetings have yet to take place at Ministerial 
level since the collapse of the Executive back in January.  The Irish Government, through the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, continues to work towards the re-establishment of the 
Northern Ireland Executive and there are ongoing contacts at official level.   

Prior to the collapse of the Northern Ireland Executive, I attended the North South Ministe-
rial Council which convened in November 2016 and included an audit of policy areas impacting 
North and South, which was to include a range of matters that affect both Northern Ireland and 
Ireland.   

13/07/2017WRYY03400Recycling Data
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13/07/2017WRYY035001003. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the rate of recycling here since 2005, by material type. [33585/17]

13/07/2017WRYY03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Environment Protection Agency (EPA) is charged with reporting data on 
waste management.  A wide range of waste statistics is available on the EPA website (http://
www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/waste/stats/), including national waste reports and data releases con-
taining information on recycling rates for various waste streams.  A progress report on how the 
State is performing in terms of various waste management targets under EU legislation is also 
available to download.

13/07/2017WRYY03700National Broadband Plan Implementation

13/07/2017WRYY038001004. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of premises in respect of the monthly and milestone deployments 
under the Eircom commitment contract that have been served under the contract in each of the 
months April to June 2017, by means of EVDSL; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33718/17]

13/07/2017WRYY039001012. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the roll-out by a company (details supplied) of high fibre broad-
band to areas marked light blue on the national broadband plan; the reason some homes in areas 
are being connected by the company while neighbours are not; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34081/17]

13/07/2017WRYY04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1004 and 1012 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combi-
nation of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State intervention in 
those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5 bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4 m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint. 

In April, eir signed an agreement with me committing them to follow through on their com-
mercial plans to provide new high speed broadband infrastructure to 300,000 premises in rural 
areas.  eir has committed to doing this work over a 90 week period with an average of 500 prem-
ises passed per day.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my Department’s 
website at www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Commitment%20Agreement.pdf.  The decision by eir 
to invest in infrastructure to deploy high speed broadband services to an additional 300,000 
premises in rural Ireland was taken by eir on commercial grounds.  Neither I nor the Depart-
ment have a statutory authority to direct eir in this regard. 
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The focus of the agreement is the delivery by eir of its commitment to roll out a high speed 
broadband network to over 300,000 premises.  The agreement includes quarterly milestones to 
be achieved by eir, which are subject to formal evaluation by my Department.  My Department 
has concluded that eir has met its target to pass 40,000 premises by the end of Quarter 1 of this 
year.  My Department understands that approximately 3,350 of these premises will be served by 
an eVDSL connection.  Initial indications are that eir has also met its Quarter 2 target. A formal 
evaluation of eir’s Quarter 2 performance will be conducted by my Department shortly.

13/07/2017WRYY04100Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

13/07/2017WRYY042001005. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 67 of 23 May 2017, if he will clarify or 
publish the terms of the contract under which he is enabled to extend a MANS concession by 11 
years without a public tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33719/17]

13/07/2017WRYY043001007. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the pricing review of the MANS network is complete in respect of task force 
action No. 19; further to Parliamentary Question No. 67 of 23 May 2017, his plans to publish 
the review; if so, the date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33721/17]

13/07/2017WRYY04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1005 and 1007 together.

Following two public procurement processes, enet was first appointed for a 15 year term 
to manage the 28 Phase I Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs)  in July 2004, and was subse-
quently appointed for a 15 year term to manage the 60 Phase II MANs in July 2009.  Each Con-
cession Agreement contains specific provisions providing for an extension of up to a maximum 
period of 10 years.  The Concession Agreements, which were due to expire in March, 2020 and 
July 2024 respectively, have been extended to co-terminate in March 2030. 

The operational review of the MANs network, which is being carried out by independent 
consultants is ongoing.  My Department anticipates receiving a report from the independent 
consultants in the coming months.

13/07/2017WRYY04500Telecommunications Services Provision

13/07/2017WRYY046001006. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on the progress report of the task force implementation group; the 
local authorities that remain non-compliant with the 2013 development contribution guidelines 
in respect of task force action No. 8; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33720/17]

13/07/2017WRYY047001008. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his Department has completed its review of the issue of mobile coverage 
blackspots in respect of task force action No. 40; his recommendations in that regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33722/17]

13/07/2017WRYY048001009. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has received the report of the telecommunications operators concerning the 
introduction of Wi-Fi and VoLTE in respect of task force action No. 39; his plans to publish it; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33723/17]

13/07/2017WRYY04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
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Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1006, 1008 and 1009 together.

On 13 June, I published the first quarterly progress report on the work of the Mobile Phone 
and Broadband Task force, which is available on my Department’s website.  It shows that con-
siderable progress has been made, particularly on implementation of actions identified for Q1 
2017.  I intend to publish the second quarterly report shortly.

27 of the 31 local authorities have adopted revised development contribution schemes in 
compliance with the 2013 guidelines, which exempt telecommunications infrastructure from 
development contributions.  A further local authority is due to adopt its revised scheme shortly.  
Of the remaining three, one scheme will be reviewed this year, and the Department of Hous-
ing, Planning, Community and Local Government are following up on the two other schemes 
with the relevant local authorities.  The Department of Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government will continue to engage with relevant Councils and monitor the reviews of 
schemes, recognising the role of the elected members in this matter.   

The updates provided by operators on network features and functionality enhancements have 
been integrated into the Q1 and Q 2 reports.  As noted in the first quarterly progress report pub-
lished in June, eir launched Wi-Fi calling in early 2017.  Since launch, the company have ex-
tended the supported device range of products.  In the last quarter there has been strong take-up 
of the service with customers successfully making 1 million Wi-Fi calls throughout Ireland.  eir 
will continue to extend the device capability range over the next few months and are conscious 
of the positive experience enhancement for customers to make calls where never possible be-
fore.  Operators will continue to report to the Taskforce Implementation Group on their ongoing 
work on introducing network features and functionality enhancements.  The Implementation 
Group will continue to monitor the situation closely during the bilateral engagement with action 
owners in Quarter 3. 

Significant engagement has taken place with each of the mobile operators where they have 
presented the key issues preventing them from serving blackspots.  Each operator has proposed 
a series of initiatives and recommendations to help reduce the impact of blackspots both in rural 
and urban locations. The recommendations include:

-  Operator led solutions – introduction of new network functionality and features such as 
HD calling and Wi-Fi Calling;

-  Community and local authority led initiatives – to assist in the identification of suitable 
site locations or existing infrastructure; 

-  Updating of the Exempted Development Regulations to allow new equipment be de-
ployed on existing sites; and

-  Reducing site rental costs for State owned sites to use particular sites to alleviate blackspots.

A number of these initiatives are already being implemented through actions underway via 
the Taskforce Implementation Group.  In addition, the operators have shared a list of their top 5 
blackspots in each county where assistance is needed to alleviate the issues.  This has resulted 
in a blackspots pilot exercise which is a significantly positive project, with collaboration and 
information sharing taking place between stakeholders at an unprecedented level.  Telecoms 
operators have committed to providing details of their network coverage to local authorities, my 
Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development in order to identify and 
ascertain solutions to specific blackspots areas.  Both Departments will further refine recom-
mendations to address the top 5 blackspots in specific counties and will review the effectiveness 
of the pilot exercise with a view to creating a formal blackspot engagement process with all 
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local authorities.

Question No. 1007 answered with Question No. 1005.

Questions Nos. 1008 and 1009 answered with Question No. 1006.

13/07/2017WRYY05300Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRYY054001010. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment the way his Department is improving services and increasing 
supports for persons with disabilities during 2017. [34028/17]

13/07/2017WRYY05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department has responsibility for a diverse range of areas including commu-
nications, energy, environment, natural resources, postal and broadcasting sectors. The Depart-
ment is central to the delivery of policies and programmes  which support national economic 
development and improve services and supports to all citizens in the State, including persons 
with disabilities.  Projects funded by the Department such as the roll-out of broadband facilities 
to all communities, the Getting Citizens Online Programme and the Warmth and Well-being 
scheme can provide tangible supports for those with disabilities. In addition the services pro-
vided by bodies under the aegis of the Department also have the capacity to support people with 
disabilities.  

13/07/2017WRYY05600Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRYY057001011. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the investment by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and 
parts of east County Meath. [34063/17]

13/07/2017WRYY05800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy 
as soon as possible. 

Question No. 1012 answered with Question No. 1004.

13/07/2017WRZZ00300Renewable Energy Projects

13/07/2017WRZZ004001013. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment the status of the proposed renewable heat incentive scheme; when he 
expects the scheme to be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34095/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The introduction of a Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) is a commitment in the 
Energy White Paper and the 2016 Programme for Government and will be the primary sup-
port mechanism in the heating sector designed to meet Ireland’s renewable energy obligations.  
It is currently envisaged that the implementation of the RHI would assist Ireland in reaching 
our 12% target in the renewable heating sector by 2020. Provisional data indicates that 6.6% of 
heat demand was derived from renewable sources in 2016.   My Department has undertaken a 
detailed economic assessment on the design and cost of the RHI for the industrial/commercial 
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sector in Ireland. This analysis included a range of renewable energy technologies and focused 
on large commercial and industrial heat users in the non-Emissions Trading System (ETS).

The final public consultation process on the design and implementation of the new RHI 
closed in March 2017 and 119 submissions were reviewed by my Department. All submissions 
to the RHI public consultation have been published on the Department’s website at: www.dccae.
ie. The findings from this public consultation are currently being evaluated to help inform final 
decisions in relation to the scheme.  At this stage, a number of important factors are still under 
consideration including overall costs, technologies to be supported and general design. 

It should be emphasised that the introduction of any scheme would be subject to Govern-
ment approval and State Aid clearance from the European Commission.

13/07/2017WRZZ00600Waste Management Expenditure

13/07/2017WRZZ007001014. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the funding of a scheme (details supplied) since 2011, by producer and year. 
[34102/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Repak is the approved producer responsibility compliance scheme for packaging 
in Ireland.  It is funded by fees paid by their members based on the amount of packaging they 
place on the market.  Due to the commercially sensitive nature of such information, a break-
down by individual member is not possible.  However, the following table outlines the fees 
paid by producers to Repak in the relevant years.  A list of all members of Repak is available at 
www.repak.ie.

Fees paid by members to Repak

Year Amount
2011 €25.2m
2012 €24.5m
2013 €24m
2014 €24.4m
2015 €25.5m
2016 €26.6m

13/07/2017WRZZ00900Departmental Correspondence

13/07/2017WRZZ010001015. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on correspondence (details supplied). [34150/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The information requested is being complied by IFI who will reply 
directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. IFI has also indicated that they would be available 
to meet with the Deputy to discuss the matter in more detail.

13/07/2017WRZZ01200Inland Fisheries Stocks

13/07/2017WRZZ013001016. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment his plans to make an order amending the conservation of pike by-law No. 208 of 
2006 to allow pike up to or equal to 85 cm to be culled on designated trout waters; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34155/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the state agency responsible 
for the protection, management and conservation of Ireland’s inland fisheries and sea angling 
resources.    In 2014, IFI developed policies on the management of Wild Brown Trout, Pike 
and Bass. These policies were scheduled to be reviewed in 2017. However, recognising the 
concerns of some stakeholders in relation to elements of the pike and wild brown trout policies, 
the Board of IFI decided to bring forward the review period for these policies and commence 
the process in 2016, focusing initially on the element of the management of pike in designated 
wild brown trout fisheries.

A group, comprised of a range of representatives from all disciplines within IFI, was formed 
to undertake the review. A public consultation process was held in November 2016 through 
which almost 300 submissions were received. In January 2017, the review group met with rep-
resentatives of a number of pike and trout angling organisations and associations.

In May 2017, representatives from both pike and trout angling associations joined the review 
group for two information gathering meetings at which various scientists made presentations. 

The review group adjourned after the 29   May meeting for the summer to provide time to 
review and assimilate the data and information provided during the two information gathering 
meetings.

The presentations delivered at the meetings, along with minutes of the previous meetings 
and the public consultation submissions are published on the IFI website at the following link: 
www.fisheriesireland.ie/Public-Consultation/public-consultation-national-policy-review-man-
agement-of-pike-in-designated-wild-brown-trout-fisheries-3.html

While the policy review is underway, the current IFI pike management practices contin-
ue. While this may be an area of concern for both the brown trout and pike angling communi-
ties, it would not be appropriate to make any recommendations on policy change in advance of 
the report from the review group. An initial draft of the report is expected to be available in the 
Autumn, however, IFI have advised that the report will not be finalised before the year end or 
early 2018. Decisions on any change in the management of pike and trout will be made as soon 
as possible thereafter.

13/07/2017WRZZ01500Brexit Negotiations

13/07/2017WRZZ016001017. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has had correspondence or discussions with his UK counterpart with regard 
to the UK’s ongoing membership of EURATOM; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34247/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Brexit negotiations, including matters relating to the UK’s decision to leave 
the Euratom Treaty, are being conducted bilaterally between the European Commission, rep-
resenting Member States, and the UK. Ireland is represented at the European Council Article 
50 Working Party which meets regularly to discuss Brexit related issues, including Euratom, 
with a view to informing the negotiation process. I have not had correspondence or discussions 
directly with my UK counterpart regarding the UK’s membership of Euratom. This matter has 
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been discussed at official level, including at the UK-Ireland Contact Group on Radiological 
Matters. Further discussions on this topic are scheduled to take place at the next meeting of the 
Group in early October 2017.

13/07/2017WRZZ01800EU Directives

13/07/2017WRZZ019001018. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his departmental remit 
to transpose Directive 2014/52/EU introducing substantial amendments to the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive 2011/92/EU will be provided; when such provisions are expected 
to be initiated (details supplied); the basis on which these provisions will be introduced; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34299/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ020001021. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment when consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his departmental 
remit to transpose Directive 2014/52/EU introducing substantial amendments to the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment Directive 2011/92/EU will be provided for; when such provisions 
are expected to be initiated (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34455/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ021001039. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his departmental 
remit to transpose directive 2014/52/EU (details supplied) will be provided for; the timeframe 
for when such provisions are expected to be initiated; the basis on which these provisions will 
be introduced; if provisions related to the 2014/52/EU have already been made by him; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34836/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1018, 1021 and 1039 together.

Following the recent public consultation on the transposition of Directive 2014/52/EU: En-
vironmental Impact Assessment   undertaken by the Department of the Housing, Planning and 
Local Government (closing date 2 June 2017), my Department is working to complete the steps 
necessary for Ireland to achieve full transposition of the Directive into Irish law.  This ongo-
ing work, which includes cross-Departmental engagement with the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government and other Departments concerned, is a priority and will be 
completed as quickly as possible.

In terms of steps already taken, the Environmental Protection Agency’s EIA reporting 
guidelines have been revised, to reflect the new obligations of Directive 2014/52/EU, following 
a public consultation by the Agency between September 2014 and October 2015.  The consul-
tation, which focussed on how the guidelines can best fulfil their statutory purpose insofar as 
they relate to the EPA’s areas of activity while also meeting the day-to-day practical needs of 
all involved, drew contributions from practitioners, academics, developers, NGOs and the pub-
lic.  I have approved the final draft of the Guidelines for release by the Agency, and they will be 
available shortly on the Agency’s website.

In light of the substantial consultations already undertaken by the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government, and the Environmental Protection Agency, my priority is to 
complete the elements of transposition for which my Department is responsible.
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13/07/2017WRZZ02300Waste Disposal

13/07/2017WRZZ024001019. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the items allowed in black and green bins; the position with regard to green waste 
including branches, soils and grass; the steps being taken by his Department to educate persons 
on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34323/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The European Union (Household Food Waste and Bio-waste) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 430 
of 2015) are designed to promote the segregation and recovery of household food waste. Regu-
lations 6 and 7 impose obligations on householders, which inter alia, require householders who 
avail of a household waste collection service, and are supplied with a food waste bin in line 
with the Regulations, to place food waste in the food waste bin. Alternatively, a householder 
may subject the food waste to a home composting process or bring the food to an appropriate 
authorised waste facility. A collector may also offer a service to collect garden and/or other suit-
able bio-waste in the food waste bin.  My Department has worked with the Composting and An-
aerobic Digestion Association of Ireland to develop a website, www.brownbin.ie, to provide the 
public with the information required to use the brown bin appropriately. This includes advice 
on the types of material which should and should not be in placed in a household brown bin and 
guidance on food waste prevention and home composting.   The Seventh Schedule to the Waste 
Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 2007, (S.I. 820 of 2007) as amended, requires 
kerbside household waste collectors to accept a minimum list of recyclable household waste 
materials. Collectors also may accept additional mixed dry recyclable household waste items.

Residual household kerbside waste, as defined in the Waste Management (Collection Per-
mit) Regulations 2007, (S.I. 820 of 2007) as amended, which is not food waste or recyclable 
household waste, should be placed in the residual bin.  

A campaign developed by the Regional Waste Management Planning Offices focusing on 
reducing food waste generation and also encouraging the use of brown bin ran throughout 
March 2017, comprising radio and cinema advertisements and backed up by a social media 
campaign. Further campaigns will be rolled out over the second half of 2017 addressing issues 
such as food waste, waste prevention, how per lift and weight based charging models work and 
increasing and improving recycling.

13/07/2017WRZZ02600Alternative Energy Projects

13/07/2017WRZZ027001020. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the provision of refit tariffs for solar energy developments; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34325/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The 2016 Programme for Government and 2015 Energy White Paper recognise 
that solar has the potential to provide a community dividend, thereby also enhancing citizen 
participation in Ireland’s energy future and it is increasingly recognised that Solar PV has the 
potential to contribute to meeting Ireland’s renewable energy and climate change objectives.    
At present, Solar Photovoltaic (PV), for electricity generation, is not supported under any of the 
existing renewable electricity support schemes operating in Ireland.  However, my Department 
is currently developing a proposed new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) which 
will be designed to assist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contribution to EU-wide 
targets out to 2030. The design of the new scheme is underway, and includes an extensive inde-



Questions - Written Answers

644

pendent economic appraisal. This appraisal involves comparing the cost of supporting Solar PV 
(both rooftop and ground mounted), offshore wind, onshore wind and a range of other commer-
cial renewable technologies, to ensure that the new scheme delivers value for money for energy 
users whilst also delivering on the energy pillars of sustainability and security of supply. The 
assessment also includes analysis of the optimum financial support mechanisms for renewable 
technologies, in line with the 2014 EU State Aid Guidelines.

My Department will publish shortly a final public consultation on the design principles of 
the new RESS. Following the outcome of this public consultation, and before any new scheme 
is introduced, it will need to secure Government approval and state aid clearance from the Eu-
ropean Commission. Subject to this, it is expected that the new scheme will become operational 
in 2018.

My stated position is that while solar has a role to play in Ireland’s energy future, we cannot 
have a situation where a new support scheme leads to a disproportionate increase in people’s 
electricity bills through the Public Service Obligation levy. In designing the new RESS, the cost 
implications for people and businesses will, therefore be a high priority and I will ensure that 
the new scheme is designed in a cost efficient manner.

Question No. 1021 answered with Question No. 1018.

13/07/2017WRZZ03000Fisheries Protection

13/07/2017WRZZ031001022. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to include compensation for eel fishermen in the 2018 Estimates; and the 
amount proposed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34665/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Ireland’s Eel Management Plan (EMP) under EU Regulation 
1100/2007, which included a closure of commercial fishing, was approved by the European 
Commission in 2009. Ireland’s EMP and its conservation measures were reviewed in 2012 and 
again in 2015 in accordance with the EU Regulation. Both reviews involved an examination of 
the latest scientific data and the conservation measures, the results of which were the subject 
of public consultation processes.   Based on management advice from Inland Fisheries Ireland 
(IFI) and having considered all aspects of the 2015 review, the existing conservation measures 
remain in place up to mid-2018 at which time a further review is required.  IFI have been pro-
vided funding for a new collaborative research initiative involving IFI scientists and a number 
of former eel fishermen to further develop national knowledge of the species and its medium 
to longer term potential for recovery. This scientific fishery was commenced in 2016 and is ex-
pected to continue for three years to increase data and knowledge   ahead of further review of 
eel management measures in 2018.

The latest advice from the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES) for 
2016 (published in October 2015) is that “the status of eel remains critical and that all anthro-
pogenic mortality (e.g. recreational and commercial fishing, hydropower, pumping stations, 
and pollution) affecting production and escapement of silver eels should be reduced to – or kept 
as close to – zero as possible. There is no change in the status of the stock as being critically 
endangered”.

While I recognise the difficulty facing eel fishermen, there is no property right attaching to 
public eel licences and the issue of compensation does not arise. Consideration is being given 
to the possibility of an eel hardship scheme within the 2018 Estimates process. However, such 
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consideration will be against the background of competing requirements from all Departments 
as part of the Estimates process. My Department will liaise with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform in this regard.

13/07/2017WRZZ03300Waste Management

13/07/2017WRZZ034001023. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the statement by the chief executive officer of Dublin City Council 
that he wished to take back control of waste management to introduce a publicly run tendering 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34671/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): There are no proposals currently to alter the structure of the household waste mar-
ket.  A Resource Opportunity – Waste Management Policy In Ireland (2012) commits to retain-
ing the current market structure while strengthening the regulatory regime applied to household 
waste collection.

13/07/2017WRZZ03600Waste Disposal Charges

13/07/2017WRZZ037001024. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce maximum charges as part of the waste charging regime in 
advance of the proposed changeover to pay by weight in September, 2017; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34672/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The charges applied by waste management companies are matters for those companies 
and their customers, subject to compliance with all applicable environmental and other relevant 
legislation, including contract and consumer legislation.    In the interest of encouraging further 
waste prevention, the Government has decided that flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste 
collection will be phased out over the period autumn 2017 to autumn 2018 as customers con-
tracts come up for renewal, when the necessary regulatory steps are in place. 

As has been long-standing practice, a collection service provider may amend a pricing struc-
ture or a contract at any time, as long as the amendments are in accordance with all relevant 
legislation, including contract and consumer legislation. It is worth noting that the measure to 
phase out flat fees is not ‘new’ for the more than half of kerbside household waste customers 
who are already on an incentivised pricing plan, i.e., a plan which contains a per lift or weight 
related fee. There are no plans at present to introduce maximum charges. However, I am estab-
lishing a pricing monitoring function that will provide monthly reports on pricing developments 
and the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission will be asked to report on the op-
eration of the household waste collection market in order to inform the future development of 
national waste management policy before year end.

13/07/2017WRZZ03900Waste Management Regulations

13/07/2017WRZZ040001025. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to require the food industry to reduce the amount of packag-
ing it uses; his views on the operation of a company (details supplied) in view of the fact that 
the scheme does not incentivise the use of recyclable materials or reduce the overall level of 
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packaging; and his plans to address this matter. [34699/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As Minister, I am responsible for the administration of the EU Packaging Direc-
tive, which is transposed in Ireland by the European Union (Packaging) Regulations 2014.   
Under the Regulations, at least 60% of packaging waste must be recovered and 55% must be 
recycled. The most recent Waste Packaging Statistics for Ireland, published by the EPA in May 
2016, show that Ireland has met and exceeded the overall packaging waste recovery rate and the 
recycling rate targets since they came into force.  Our recovery rate has gone from 70% in 2009 
to 88% in 2013; and our recycling rate has gone from 65% in 2009 to 70% in 2013.  Specific 
material streams for 2013 are shown in the following table:

Material EU Recycling rate target 2013 recycling rate Ireland
Glass 60 % by weight 80%
Plastic 22.5% by weight, counting 

exclusively material that is 
recycled back into plastics

40%

Paper & Board 60% by weight 79%
Metals 50% by weight 79%
Wood 15% by weight 82%
Repak is the approved producer responsibility compliance scheme for packaging in Ireland 

and it is tasked with meeting recovery and recycling targets established under the EU Packaging 
Directive.  Repak members pay fees based on the amount of packaging they place on the market 
and this incentivises them to reduce packaging. 

A lot of work has been done by Repak members to prevent and minimise the amount of 
packaging they require. With the assistance of the EPA, Repak’s Prevent and Save initiative 
funded under the National Waste Prevention Programme, has worked with Irish business to 
reduce packaging and to promote packaging improvements across industry. Under the initia-
tive, specialist packaging technologists look for ways to optimise the packaging used and to 
minimise any resulting packaging waste. Further information can be found on www.repak.ie/
preventandsave.

Furthermore, as Minister, I have advanced a range of initiatives to reduce Ireland’s food 
waste, including the expansion of the Stop Food Waste campaign, the launch of a Food Waste 
Charter, the establishment of an Action Group on Food Waste Prevention in the Retail Sector, 
imposing a requirement on industry for the nationwide roll-out of “brown bins” for food/organ-
ic waste management to all communities with a population of 500 people, and the organising 
of an awareness and educational media campaign to help households to use their ‘brown bins’ 
and reduce their food waste.

13/07/2017WRZZ04200Waste Disposal Charges

13/07/2017WRZZ043001026. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the report on the proposal announced in 2016 to give waste compa-
nies a €1.5 million reduction in landfill fees to offset the price freeze; the position regarding the 
promised information campaign which was supposed to be funded on foot of this reduction;; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34703/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The charges applied by waste management companies are a matter between those 
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companies and their customers, subject to compliance with all applicable environmental and 
other relevant legislation, including contract and consumer legislation.     Last year, the waste 
management industry had committed to providing a full weight allowance for the disposal of 
non-infancy incontinence wear to patients supplied with such products by the HSE, if a manda-
tory pay-by-weight per kilogramme charging system was introduced for household waste col-
lection on 1 July 2016. There was a proposal under consideration at that time whereby half of 
the landfill levy payable on the incontinence wear in question would be used to fund an aware-
ness campaign, the other half would be given to waste companies to offset some of their costs 
in disposing of the material.

However, as the waste industry began releasing its proposed prices under a mandatory pay-
by-weight system in June 2016, the Government relayed its concern to the industry regarding 
the reported escalation of waste bills for customers of certain companies and mandatory pay-
by-weight per kilogramme charging was not implemented.

My Department, in consultation with the Regional Waste Management Planning Offices, 
had designed a public awareness campaign to coincide with the introduction of a mandatory 
pay-by-weight charging structure. However, with the removal of mandatory pay-by-weight 
charging, this campaign was withdrawn. 

There was no proposal to give waste companies a €1.5 million reduction in landfill fees to 
offset the voluntary price arrangement.

13/07/2017WRZZ04500National Broadband Plan Administration

13/07/2017WRZZ046001027. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of houses that have been connected by a company (details supplied) 
under its commercial agreement with the Government; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34801/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ047001028. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the way in which his Department would proceed with the procurement process for 
the national broadband plan if one of the bidders were to withdraw. [34802/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1027 and 1028 together.

The Commitment Agreement signed by eir by includes quarterly milestones for the numbers 
of homes to be passed by eir’s fibre high speed broadband network roll-out. Delivery by eir 
against these milestones is subject to formal evaluation by my Department and my Department 
has concluded that eir met the milestone to pass 40,000 premises by the end of April of this year. 
Indications are that eir has also met its Quarter 2 target to roll-out out to a further 30,000 prem-
ises by the end of June. A formal evaluation of eir’s Quarter 2 performance will be conducted 
by my Department shortly.

I do not propose to comment on participation by bidders in the NBP procurement process.

13/07/2017WRZZ05000Waste Disposal

13/07/2017WRZZ051001029. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of residents excluded from having brown bins in each local area 
authority under Regulation 3(3)(b) of S.I. No. 191/2015; if his Department has plans to amend 
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this statutory provision to ensure all residents have access to brown bins; and if not, if his De-
partment have plans to provide alternative composting options to these residents. [34818/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The European Union (Household Food Waste and Bio-Waste) Regulations 2015, 
S.I. No. 191 of 2015 were revoked and replaced by The European Union (Household Food 
Waste and Bio-Waste) Regulations 2015, S.I. No. 430 of 2015.    The regional waste manage-
ment plans have not utilised the provisions of article 3(3)(b) of the food waste Regulations and 
as such, no households have been excluded from the requirement on waste collectors to provide 
a separate food waste collection service in this regard.  

In line with the objectives of the national waste policy, A Resource Opportunity – Waste 
Management Policy in Ireland, in terms of maximising the resource potential and minimising 
the disposal of our waste, the household food waste Regulations are designed to promote the 
segregation and recovery of household food waste.

The Regulations impose obligations on both householders and waste collectors. Under ar-
ticles 4 and 5 of the Regulations, household waste collectors are required to provide, or arrange 
for the provision of, a separate collection service for food waste from households for popula-
tion agglomerations greater than 500 persons. Householders are obliged to segregate their food 
waste, and make it available for separate collections. Alternatively householders may compost 
the food waste at home or bring it themselves to authorised treatment facilities such as civic 
amenity facilities or anaerobic digestion sites.

A food waste collection service is now being provided in every county across all local au-
thority areas. The provision of this service to more remote areas with agglomerations less than 
500 persons, where it is technically and environmentally practical to do so, continues to be 
monitored by my Department, together with the regulatory authorities.

13/07/2017WRZZ05300Waste Management Regulations

13/07/2017WRZZ054001030. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if, in view of the current negotiations in Brussels on the EU waste directives, 
the Government supports the following measures: a 65% target for recycling of municipal solid 
waste by 2030 binding minimum requirements on extended producer responsibility including 
full cost coverage and modulated fees, separate targets for preparation for reuse of municipal 
solid waste, waste prevention targets, and a packaging reuse target of 10% by 2030; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34821/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Ireland welcomed the publication by the European Commission of the Action Plan 
for the Circular Economy, which included a range of actions and legislative proposals. The Ac-
tion Plan proposes that we can reorganise our economies to the benefit of all citizens, and at the 
same time improve our protection of the environment. Negotiations are on-going between the 
Council and the European Parliament. These negotiations are complex and cover a wide range 
of issues and it is always challenging to find a balance between ambition, practicality and af-
fordability for all Members States in the Council, the European Parliament and the European 
Commission. Ireland is broadly supportive of the Action Plan.

13/07/2017WRZZ05600Nuclear Plants
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13/07/2017WRZZ057001031. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will report on the recent meeting of the parties to the Espoo Conven-
tion including the position Ireland took on the findings of the implementation committee of the 
convention on the proposed new nuclear power plant at Hinkley Point in Somerset. [34822/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ058001032. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the position Ireland took at the recent meeting of the parties to the Espoo Con-
vention on the environmental impact assessment of proposals to extend the lifetimes of nuclear 
plants currently reaching the end of their originally envisaged periods of operation. [34823/17]

13/07/2017WRZZ05900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1031 and 1032 together.

The questions refer to the United Nation’s  Espoo Convention which is concerned with 
environmental impact assessments in a transboundary context. The lead Department in Ire-
land for the Convention is the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment which liaises as appropriate with other Departments and Agencies on particular issues. 
Ireland was not represented at the recent Espoo Convention Meeting of the Parties which took 
place in Minsk, Belarus.

I can, however, inform the Deputy that a meeting took place in Dublin in April of this 
year, between UK officials and representatives from both the Department of Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local Government and my Department, regarding the Espoo Convention and 
the development of new nuclear power plants in the UK. At that meeting the  UK committed to 
notify Ireland of all transboundary related issues for future new nuclear power plants as a matter 
of policy, and also to notify Ireland in the event of any application by the UK authorities for any 
material change to the existing planning permission at the Hinkley Point C site. 

In relation to ageing infrastructure of the nuclear power plant fleet, I can inform the Deputy 
that this issue is closely monitored by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and is 
covered in some detail by the European Union’s Nuclear Safety Directive, which is due to be 
transposed later this year.

13/07/2017WRAAA00300International Agreements

13/07/2017WRAAA004001033. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the priorities for the forthcoming meeting of the parties to the Aarhus Con-
vention. [34824/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (the “Aarhus 
Convention”) will take place in Budva, Montenegro from 11 to 13 September 2017.  My De-
partment will be represented at the meeting.    

There is a broad agenda for the three day conference, which can be accessed at the following 
link: www.aarhusmontenegro.me/.

The agenda includes discussions on matters such as the use of electronic information tools 
to facilitate access to environmental information, the promotion of the Convention, and the 
development of a new work programme under the Convention for 2018 to 2021, as well as a 
review of the current work programme.  There will also be consideration of findings and recom-
mendations of the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee.  In this context, in particular, of-
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ficials of my Department have been engaged with fellow EU Parties to the Convention in recent 
months, principally through its participation in the Working Party on International Environment 
Issues, with a view to developing a common EU position on certain agenda items of common 
interest to EU Member States.

The main priority for Ireland will be to seek to ensure that awareness and implementation of 
the three pillars of the Aarhus Convention by all parties is ultimately enhanced by the discus-
sions and decisions that will take place at the Meeting of the Parties.

13/07/2017WRAAA00600Renewable Energy Generation

13/07/2017WRAAA007001034. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the provisions in place and the further provisions anticipated regarding wind 
energy and solar energy developments to ensure that where such developments are sited on 
peatlands, including degraded peatlands, they form part of a strategy to minimise total carbon 
emissions from the relevant peatlands, noting that in the absence of action to ensure this is done, 
the degraded peatlands could emit more carbon dioxide to the atmosphere than the renewable 
energy development would save. [34826/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Decisions regarding the location of renewable energy developments are a com-
mercial decision for developers, subject to the planning system.  I, as Minister for Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment, have no function in these decisions.      

In assessing any proposed development, it is a matter for the planning authorities, taking 
account of Government policy, national and EU legislation, to assess the likely impacts of pro-
posed developments on the environment.

13/07/2017WRAAA00900Greenhouse Gas Emissions

13/07/2017WRAAA010001035. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to bring to the European Council the proposal that Ireland should, 
as a result of our anticipated failure to meet our 2020 greenhouse gas emissions target for the 
non-traded sector, have a higher target in subsequent years than we would have if we meet our 
target; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this is placing Ireland as a problem coun-
try for European climate policy; and the steps he will take to meet our climate targets (details 
supplied). [34827/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I refer to the reply to Question No. 640 of 11 July 2017.  The Paris Agreement, 
which entered into force in November 2016, aims to limit global average temperature rise to 
well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, with an ambition of 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius.  The Agreement is designed to meet this objective through Nationally Determined Contri-
butions (NDCs) submitted by all parties to the agreement.  In this regard, the European Union 
submitted an NDC committing to a reduction of at least 40% in EU-wide emissions by 2030 
compared with 1990 levels, which will be met through reductions of 43% in the Emission Trad-
ing System (ETS) and 30% in the non-ETS sector compared with 2005 levels. 

Ireland will contribute to the Paris Agreement via the NDC tabled by the EU on behalf of 
its Member States.  The specific details of Ireland’s contribution to the overall 30% reduction in 
the non-ETS sector, as well as the contributions to be made by other Member States, is currently 
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being negotiated between the EU and its Member States in the context of the European Com-
mission’s Effort Sharing Regulation (ESR) Proposal which was published in July 2016.  Targets 
have been proposed for Member States based on GDP per capita and the cost-effectiveness of 
domestic emissions reductions within individual Member States, with the starting point based 
on average emissions over the period 2016 to 2018.  In the case of Ireland a target of 39% has 
been proposed, which has been adjusted downwards to 30% to reflect the cost-effectiveness of 
measures within the Irish economy.  

The Commission proposal recognises different Member States’ circumstances and the need 
to provide flexibility to reduce emissions as cost-effectively as possible in the context of the 
overall EU target.  Ireland has been actively engaged in negotiations in the Council of Minis-
ters, and is working to ensure that these core principles are maintained in the final outcome to 
the negotiations.  At the Environment Council meeting of Monday 19 June, my EU counterparts 
and I reviewed progress to date and emphasised the need to prioritise a successful conclusion to 
these negotiations which retains a high environmental ambition for the EU, but provides each 
Member State the capacity to contribute to that ambition in a cost-effective and fair manner.

The incoming Estonian Presidency has indicated a desire to reach agreement in the Council, 
allowing negotiations with the European Parliament to commence during its term.

13/07/2017WRAAA01200Capital Expenditure Programme Review

13/07/2017WRAAA013001036. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will provide the detail of the submission made by his Department to 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding the mid-term capital review to 
ensure that the review results in a capital investment programme consistent with Ireland’s EU 
level targets for 2020, proposed targets for 2030, the obligations of the Climate Action and Low 
Carbon Development Act 201,5 including the national transition objective and the Paris Agree-
ment. [34828/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Ireland has an emissions reduction target for each year between 2013 and 2020 
under the 2009 EU Effort Sharing Decision.  For the year 2020 itself, the target set for Ireland 
is that emissions should be 20% below their level in 2005. This will be Ireland’s contribution to 
the overall EU objective to reduce its emissions by the order of 20% by 2020 compared to 1990 
levels.  Ireland’s target is jointly the most demanding 2020 reduction target allocated to EU 
Member States under this 2009 Decision, which is shared only with Denmark and Luxembourg.

The latest projections of greenhouse gas emissions by the Environmental Protection Agency 
indicate that emissions from those sectors of the economy covered by Ireland’s 2020 targets 
could be between 4% and 6% below 2005 levels by 2020.  The projected shortfall to our tar-
gets in 2020 reflects both the constrained investment capacity over the past decade due to the 
economic crisis, and the extremely challenging nature of the target itself.  In fact, it is now ac-
cepted that Ireland’s 2020 target was not consistent with what would be achievable on an EU 
wide cost-effective basis. 

Ireland’s first statutory National Mitigation Plan, which I expect to publish shortly, will set 
out what Ireland is doing, and is planning to do, to further the national transition objective as 
set out in the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act, 2015.  This first Plan will 
not provide a complete roadmap to achieve the national transition objective to 2050, but it will 
begin the process of development of medium- to long-term options to ensure that we are well 
positioned to take the necessary actions in the next and future decades. 
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The National Mitigation Plan has been prepared, having regard to the provisions set out in 
the 2015 Act, in close collaboration with all relevant Government Departments and, in particu-
lar, with the Departments of Transport, Tourism and Sport; Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government; and Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  As well as being supported by a 
range of technical, economic and environmental inputs, the National Mitigation Plan has also 
been informed by the submissions received during a public consultation in March and April 
2017.  The Plan will become a living document accessible on my Department’s website, and 
will be updated on an on-going basis as analysis, dialogue and technological innovation gener-
ate further cost-effective sectoral mitigation options. 

The National Mitigation Plan presents detailed information on the costs and emissions re-
duction potential for measures already in place, and measures under consideration, within the 
responsibility of my own Department as well as those within the remit of the relevant sectoral 
Departments.

While responsibility for the mid-term capital review is a matter for the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, and this review is ongoing, I have advised the Government, arising 
from the analysis presented in the National Mitigation Plan, of the scale of the required invest-
ments in the years ahead in order to reduce Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions.  I and other 
Ministers will continue to engage with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in the 
context of the mid-term capital review with a view to ensuring that the investment require-
ments arising from Ireland’s climate action policy objectives are appropriately reflected in the 
outcome of the review.

13/07/2017WRAAA01500Greenhouse Gas Emissions

13/07/2017WRAAA016001037. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the position Ireland is taking on the Commission’s proposal that accounting 
for wetland management be optional for the 2030 climate target, the analysis that has been 
taken to inform that position and if it is consistent with the commitments to peatland rewetting 
and restoration in the national peatlands strategy. [34829/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I refer to the replies to Question 1298 of 2 May 2017 and to Questions 229 and 230 
of 10 May 2017.

Under the Paris Agreement, the EU has committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 40% by 2030, compared with 1990 levels.  Negotiations on how this should translate into 
efforts by individual Member States are ongoing.

As I have previously outlined, the option for Member States to account for wetland manage-
ment in the context of these proposals reflects the absence of global experience in the track-
ing and reporting of climate mitigation measures associated with wetlands. Ireland presently 
accounts for mitigation action associated with wetlands falling within currently-reported land 
types and continues to carry out research which will support the understanding of carbon stock 
changes associated with peatlands and agricultural soils.  This will feed into the development 
of a more robust inventory and underpin future accounting for mitigation action associated 
with wetlands.  I envisage that work on this will be taken forward in the context of the National 
Mitigation Plan.

13/07/2017WRAAA01800International Agreements
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13/07/2017WRAAA019001038. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if Ireland will support the findings and recommendations of the Aarhus Con-
vention compliance committee (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34834/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I note the findings and recommendations adopted by the Aarhus Convention Com-
pliance Committee on 19 June 2017, with regard to communications ACCC/C/2013/91 and 
ACCC/C/2013/92, concerning compliance by the United Kingdom and Germany with their 
obligations under the Aarhus Convention in relation to public participation in the transbound-
ary environmental impact assessment procedure for two nuclear reactors at Hinkley Point in 
the United Kingdom.  The findings and recommendations were concluded in accordance with 
defined procedures and international law under the Aarhus Convention and, as part of that pro-
cess, parties concerned are entitled to submit comments on the draft findings and to challenge 
issues of fact.  Ireland is not a party to these proceedings and does not have a role in affirming 
or disputing the findings of the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee.

Officials from my Department will attend the next Meeting of the Parties of the Aarhus 
Convention in September. 

Question No. 1039 answered with Question No. 1018.

13/07/2017WRAAA02200Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRAAA023001040. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 1779 of 20 June 2017 the number of 
former TDs that applied for board positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34855/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In accordance with the Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards, expressions 
of interest for such appointments are made through the dedicated website www.stateboards.ie 
which operates under the auspices of the Public Appointments Service.

All applications submitted to the Public Appointments Service are confidential and used 
only for the purpose of assessing suitability against the specified criteria.

Drug and Alcohol Testing

13/07/2017WRAAA024501041. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to provide information and clarity to persons living with chronic pain regarding the intro-
duction of the preliminary drug testing measures under the Road Traffic Act 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34843/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA02475Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Since the introduction 
of prelimary testing of drivers for drugs last April, there has been some misreporting of what is 
involved, which has caused unnecessary worry to some people.

I made clear on the launch of these measures that people should always take their medica-
tion as needed.  At the same time, if that medication causes side-effects which might impair 
their driving, they should not drive until the effects have passed.
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It has long been an offence under legislation to drive or be in charge of a mechanically pro-
pelled vehicle while under the influence of an intoxicant to such an extent as to be incapable of 
controlling the vehicle.  ‘An intoxicant’ in this case is any substance which would impair driv-
ing, whether legal or not, prescribed or not.  There has been no change to this offence under the 
new drug driving legislation introduced this year.

The provisions of the Road Traffic Act 2016 which came into effect in April create a new 
offence of being over a specified limit for three drugs, cannabis, cocaine, and heroin.  These 
limits work exactly like the existing limits for alcohol.

An Garda Síochána may now conduct preliminary tests of oral fluid from drivers for drugs 
at the roadside or in a garda station.  These tests, like the existing roadside breath tests, are 
‘preliminary’, which means that they are not used as evidence in court, but to assist Gardaí in 
forming an opinion as to whether a person has taken drugs. 

The drug tests can detect cannabis, cocaine, opiates, and benzodiazepines.  People taking 
prescription painkillers which are opiate-based, and people taking benzodiazepines, have no 
reason to be concerned provided that their driving is not actually impaired.

13/07/2017WRAAA02500Dublin Airport Authority

13/07/2017WRAAA026001042. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the expendi-
ture by the Dublin Airport Authority on preparations for, submissions to and ancillary activities 
in respect of the oral hearings held by An Bord Pleanála in September and October 2006 regard-
ing the plan for a new runway at Dublin Airport. [33591/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The daa has statutory 
responsibility to manage, operate and develop Dublin Airport, including the North Runway 
Project.  I have therefore forwarded your question to daa for their attention and direct reply to 
you.  If you do not receive a reply within 10 working days please contact my private office.

13/07/2017WRAAA02800Road Projects Status

13/07/2017WRAAA029001043. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason the plans for the M20 Cork to Limerick motorway were withdrawn in 2012; the effect of 
this withdrawal on the overall estimated timeframe for this project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33893/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for 
Transport I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads 
programme. The construction, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads is 
a statutory matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 
2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

My understanding is that the reason for the decision to withdraw the M20 project from An 
Bord Pleanála (ABP) during the financial crisis was that, had ABP approved the project, this 
would have triggered a substantial financial commitment arising from the requirement to pur-
chase land for the project within a limited timeframe.  Given the financial circumstances at the 
time, this cost would have had to be incurred without the reasonable prospect of the project 
proceeding to construction stage quickly.

As the Deputy is aware, the Capital Plan published in September 2015 outlined proposed 
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transport investment priorities to 2022.  While the transport element of the Capital Plan did 
provide for some targeted investment in a number of new projects in the Munster region, it was 
not possible to include the M20 in the Capital Plan as the scale of investment required to deliver 
it was not affordable.  

I am conscious of the potential regional development benefits of an upgrade of the Cork to 
Limerick link and in this regard I agreed to TII spending €1 million to undertake some early 
activity surveys/studies. I will review the scope for progressing the project further once the 
Capital Plan Review is completed.

13/07/2017WRAAA03100Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

13/07/2017WRAAA032001044. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount spent by his Department in 2016 on external consultants; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33902/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The information re-
quested by the Deputy is available on my Departments website at the following link External 
Services.  The information is updated every 6 months. It is currently being collated for the pe-
riod January 2017 to June 2017 and will be published as soon as this process is complete.

13/07/2017WRAAA03400Railway Stations

13/07/2017WRAAA035001045. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the reopening of the Dunleer railway station in County Louth; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34002/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport.  
The operation of the rail network and stations on the network are a matter for Iarnród Éireann 
in the first instance.

Iarnród Éireann remains in a challenging position financially and has limited resources of 
its own available to fund new projects.  The company has not made any proposal to my Depart-
ment regarding Dunleer railway station and the reopening of the station is not included in the 
public transport projects under the Government’s current Capital Plan. 

The first priority under the Capital Plan is to ensure the maintenance of our existing trans-
port infrastructure at steady state levels so that it remains safe and fit for purpose.  In view of 
the current constraints on funding, the priority for the heavy rail network under the Plan is to 
improve efficiency and maintain safety standards, rather than expanding the network, opening 
new stations or re-opening existing stations.

13/07/2017WRAAA03700Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRAAA038001046. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport the way his Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons 
with disabilities during 2017. [34039/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department is 



Questions - Written Answers

656

involved in improving supports and services for persons with disabilities in the areas under its 
remit through a number of strategies.  Transport Access for All, my Department’s Sectoral Plan 
under the Disability Act 2005, guides policy in relation to access to transport services for per-
sons with disabilities.  My Department is also involved in the Government’s broader approach 
to disability, the National Disability Strategy, and has committed to a number of actions under 
this strategy.

Accessibility features are built into all new public transport infrastructure projects and ve-
hicles from the design stage and new systems such as the Luas are fully accessible.  In addition, 
100% of the Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann city fleets are wheelchair accessible, as well as ap-
proximately 80% of the Bus Éireann coach fleet.

With regard to existing infrastructure, there is an ongoing Accessibility Grants Programme 
to upgrade public transport infrastructure and facilities to help improve transport accessibility 
across the country.  The programme is managed by the National Transport Authority (NTA) on 
behalf of my Department.

Funding is being provided to the NTA in 2017 for accessibility upgrade works at a number 
of rail stations, for accessible bus stops and bus stations, and for a Wheelchair Accessible Taxi 
Grant Scheme. Funding is also provided via the NTA for the Travel Assistance Scheme which is 
run by Dublin Bus. Under the scheme an assistant can accompany people who need help using 
public transport and to plan a journey on Dublin Bus, Luas and the DART.

My Department also provides funding to a number of non-governmental bodies in the area 
of sport for persons with disabilities, along with funding Local Sports Partnerships to employ 
Sports Inclusion Disability Officers.

13/07/2017WRAAA04000Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRAAA041001047. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
investment by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34074/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Meath Co Council 
were awarded funding of €1,971,000 in July, 2016 to construct a greenway along the section of 
the Royal Canal within Meath.

Details of the regional and local road grant allocations and payments to Louth County Coun-
cil and Meath County Council are outlined in the regional and local road grant allocation and 
payment booklets which are available in the Dáil Library.  Details of the 2017 regional and local 
road grant allocations are also available in the Dáil library.

With regard to national roads, details of the allocations to Louth County Council and Meath 
County Council are available in the Dáil library.  However, details of the actual drawdown of 
funding for these roads are a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII). Noting the above 
position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply. 

In relation to the Sports Capital Programme, details of all allocations and payments on a 
county basis are available on my Department’s website at www.dttas.ie.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the administration of the Sus-
tainable Transport Measures Grants (STMG) Programme.   This rolling programme of mea-
sures facilitates investment in various QBCs, cycling/walking, safety and traffic management 
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projects throughout the seven local authority areas in the Greater Dublin Area, including Meath 
County Council.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility for the STMG Programme, I have referred your question to 
the Authority for a more detailed reply in relation to the projects funded under the Programme 
for the period in question.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
10 working days.

13/07/2017WRAAA04300Ministerial Meetings

13/07/2017WRAAA044001048. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
held meetings with a company (details supplied) since assuming office; and if so, the purpose 
of said meeting. [34109/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I met with repre-
sentatives of the company in question on 30 June 2016 in my Department. They requested the 
meeting for the purpose of presenting to me the company’s views on opportunities for the small 
public service vehicle sector in Ireland, including using new technology and their ideas on po-
tential new business operating models.

13/07/2017WRAAA04600Commemorative Events

13/07/2017WRAAA047001049. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to name Dublin Airport after former Taoiseach, Seán Lemass, in recognition of the outstanding 
contribution he made to economic development of Ireland. [34110/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I understand that the 
suggestion to rename Dublin Airport as Seán Lemass Airport has arisen a number of times in 
the past and that previous Ministers decided against such a change.  I concur with my predeces-
sors and can confirm that I have no plans currently to change the name of the principal gateway 
airport to Ireland.

13/07/2017WRAAA04900Tourism Promotion

13/07/2017WRAAA050001050. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for publication of a new tourist strategy for the midlands in line with commitment in the 
programme for Government. [34111/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA051001111. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport whether 
he favours Ireland’s lakelands initiative as a new regional tourism brand; if he will provide a 
detailed account of the funding that has been allocated by his Department to the development 
of this brand. [34807/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1050 and 1111 together.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism policy.  It is 
not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism projects.  These 
are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland and I do not have a 
direct role in relation to the development of branding strategies. 
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In the final quarter of 2016 and in line with the Programme for Government commitment to 
develop the ‘Ireland’s Lakelands’ brand, Fáilte Ireland commissioned a Destination and Fea-
sibility study to ascertain the potential growth and best mechanism to unlock those areas that 
lie between the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Ancient East.  A consortium of Colliers, Red 
C and DKM was engaged to conduct the study.  I am informed by Fáilte Ireland that the study 
is now complete and it has suggested a number of options to create a distinctive tourism brand 
for the midlands.  The next step for Fáilte Ireland is to develop and test the available options.  I 
understand that Fáilte Ireland has commenced this work and that engagement with local stake-
holders is ongoing.

No funding has been allocated by my Department for this project to date.  Any proposal to 
proceed with implementing a new regional brand will be subject to the outcome of the further 
analysis being undertaken by Fáilte Ireland and the availability of funding as part of the normal 
Estimates process.

13/07/2017WRAAA05300Ministerial Meetings

13/07/2017WRAAA054001051. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of times he has met the EU Transport Commissioner since assuming office; and if he will 
report on the discussions which took place. [34112/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I met with Commis-
sioner Bulc briefly at Transport Council on 7 June 2016 and again at Transport Council  on 8 
June 2017.  At the latter meeting, I discussed issues relating to the European Commission’s 
proposals on the aviation package and the mobility package, and also on the range of implica-
tions for Ireland arising from Brexit.

13/07/2017WRAAA05600Ministerial Meetings

13/07/2017WRAAA057001052. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of times he has had to defer or cancel meetings with the EU Commissioner for transport 
since assuming office. [34113/17]

13/07/2017WRAAA05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  While I did not attend 
Transport Council in December 2016, I had the opportunity to meet with Commissioner Bulc 
while at the Transport Councils of 7 June 2016 and 8 June 2017. At the latter meeting, the Com-
missioner expressed an interest in visiting Ireland later this year.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY00200Brexit Issues

13/07/2017WRYYYYY003001053. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to hold meetings with the Minister for Justice and Equality regarding reviewing eligibility for 
tourism visas in view of Brexit. [34114/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Ease of access is an 
important consideration for visitors from developing tourism markets. Tourism into Ireland has 
benefitted from initiatives such as the visa waiver scheme and the British Irish Visa Scheme. In 
respect of Brexit, one of the priorities from a tourism perspective is that joint visa arrangements 
with the UK are maintained.  My Department has emphasised the importance of maintaining 
the existing arrangements at various formal inter-departmental groups and groups that include 
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stakeholders from outside the public service.  The visa arrangements matter has been discussed 
at the External Trade Council, the Cabinet Committee on Brexit, the Brexit Economy and Trade 
Work Group, the Brexit Common Travel Area Work Group as well as the Brexit Tourism Work 
Group.  Officials from my Department and officials from the Department of Justice and Equal-
ity attend these fora.

As the Deputy is aware, eligibility for travel visas is the responsibility of the Minister for 
Justice and Equality. My officials are in regular contact with that Department in respect of visas 
from a tourism perspective. For example, on July 11th, officials from my Department and Tour-
ism Ireland attended a working group meeting on visas at the Department of Justice and Equal-
ity, with particular emphasis on visa arrangements for China. Further meetings of this Working 
Group are planned to discuss issues in respect of visas.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY00500Transport Infrastructure Ireland Projects

13/07/2017WRYYYYY006001054. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the proj-
ects that TII have shovel ready; the budget needed for each; and the timeframe for completion 
of same. [34115/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY007001055. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the bud-
get that TII has to do preparatory work; and the schemes that are going through initial stages. 
[34116/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1054 and 1055 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in rela-
tion to roads.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national 
roads are a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) under the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the relevant local authority. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the matter to TII for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY00900Taxi Regulations

13/07/2017WRYYYYY010001056. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to forward the necessary legislation to give the NTA the authority to regularise the use of rick-
shaws. [34119/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Following consid-
eration of proposals from the National Transport Authority (NTA) and legal advice which I 
received, I am proceeding with the drafting of Heads of a Bill to provide for a new Part to be 
inserted to the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 exclusively for the regulation of rickshaws. The ap-
proach will, amongst things, ensure that the relevant interactions with the existing legislative 
framework under the 2013 Act for small public service vehicles (taxis, hackneys and limou-
sines), are properly integrated; the definition of ‘rickshaw’ will encompass all known types of 
rickshaw, in particular the most prevalent type of rickshaw in operation which has an electric 
motor which provides assistance to the person pedalling the rickshaw, and the principles and 
policies will be set out in primary legislation as to the matters which the NTA may provide for 
in regulations, thereby giving the NTA the necessary powers to regulate.
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To inform the detailed drafting process I have also tasked the NTA with conducting a public 
consultation, as the views of key stakeholders and the public will be important in devising an 
appropriate regulatory regime for rickshaws. The consultation will, amongst other things, seek 
to elicit information on existing rickshaw operators in relation to the scale and type of opera-
tions and users experience of rickshaws including fares charged and issues they have expe-
rienced, as well as operators’/drivers’ and the public’s views on how operators/drivers and 
vehicles should be regulated. The NTA intends to initiate the consultation process  this month. 
Early consultation on proposals to legislate will mean that feedback can be used constructively 
and a broad consensus secured.

I share the concerns which have been raised about the need for regulation of rickshaws and 
it is my intention to progress the drafting of the Heads of a Bill without delay.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY01200Ports Development

13/07/2017WRYYYYY013001057. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of the profit made by Rosslare Europort; and his future plans for the port. [34122/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The most recently 
available audited financial accounts for Iarnród Éireann is for 2015 and shows that Rosslare 
Europort division made a surplus after tax of €2.345m.In relation to the future of the port, the 
Deputy is aware that Rosslare Europort is unique among the State owned ports as it is not a 
commercial company operating under the Harbours Acts, but is instead operated as a division 
of Iarnród Éireann. The status of the port, and whether its current status potentially inhibits its 
development, was most recently considered in a strategic review, commissioned by my Depart-
ment, and carried out by by Indecon economic consultants.   Their report concluded that the 
creation of an independent port authority would be extremely difficult given the Port’s complex 
legal structure. Instead, it was recommended that the Port remain in public ownership and that 
the possibilities for increased private sector involvement be investigated. 

In order to assist Iarnród Éireann’s overall consideration of how best to move forward, the 
company then engaged consultants to assess market interest. The assessment was largely posi-
tive in terms of the potential for increased private sector investment in the port; however, it did 
identify possible implementation issues due to the complicated legislative basis of the port.

Following that assessment my Department sought and received detailed advice from the Of-
fice of the Attorney General on the matter. That advice identified a number of legal issues with 
any such proposal and those issues remain under consideration by my Department.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY01500National Transport Authority Staff

13/07/2017WRYYYYY016001058. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of taxi enforcement officers employed by the NTA; and the locations of their employment. 
[34123/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle industry, including issues relating to enforcement, is a matter for 
the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  
I have therefore referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.
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13/07/2017WRYYYYY01800National Transport Authority

13/07/2017WRYYYYY019001059. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of convictions for illegal activity each year for past five years; and the type of activity the 
convictions were for in tabular form. [34124/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I understand that the 
Deputy is referring to convictions for offences relating to small public service vehicles (SPS-
Vs) arising from enforcement by the National Transport Authority (NTA).  As the regulation 
of the SPSV industry, including issues relating to enforcement, is a matter for the NTA under 
the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 
working days.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY02100Ministerial Appointments

13/07/2017WRYYYYY022001060. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the per-
sons who he appointed to the various State boards under his remit since assuming office; and 
the number of vacancies that remain on the various State boards under his Department’s remit. 
[34125/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The information re-
quested by the Deputy relating to State Boards is available on my Department’s website  at the 
following link www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/state-board-membership-and-approved-fees.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY02400Apprenticeship Programmes

13/07/2017WRYYYYY025001061. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to introduce a HGV driver apprentice programme. [34126/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I understand that an 
HGV apprenticeship is currently in development; however development and expansion of ap-
prenticeships are a matter for the Apprenticeship Council and Department of Education and 
Skills.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY02700EU Directives

13/07/2017WRYYYYY028001062. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the level of 
consultation that he or his officials have had with the relevant stakeholders regarding drawing 
up the necessary legislation to enable the EU package travel directive; and the timeframe for 
this directive to be implemented into law. [34128/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As part of the prepa-
rations for the transposition of the Package Travel Directive, Directive (EU) 2015/2302, the 
Commission for Aviation Regulation (CAR) has commenced a project to consult with the travel 
trade, representative bodies and other stakeholders to help ascertain the requirements of the Di-
rective as they relate in particular to the CAR’s current statutory functions and duties in the 
areas of licensing of the travel trade.   The directive is due to be transposed into Irish law by 1 
January 2018 and effective from 1 July 2018. The outcome of the CAR consultation will help 
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inform the next steps in the transposition process.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY03000Sport Ireland

13/07/2017WRYYYYY031001063. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for the strategic plan for high-performance sports to be published. [34129/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Under Sections 8(b) and 8(c) of the Sport Ireland Act 2015, Sport Ireland has 
the specific function to encourage the promotion, development and coordination of, and the 
achievement of excellence in, competitive sport. It also has statutory responsibility to support 
elite athletes in achieving excellence in sport. Accordingly, Sport Ireland is the statutory body 
with responsibility for the development of a strategic plan for high performance sport.  As this is 
a matter for Sport Ireland, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. 
I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY03300Tax Code

13/07/2017WRYYYYY034001064. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the dis-
cussions that he had with the Minister for Finance with a view to ring-fencing part of revenues 
generated through betting tax for sport. [34130/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, a new National Sports Policy is under development within my Department. A key issue 
that requires to be considered in that context is the financing of future activities and programmes 
in the important area of sport and physical activity. It is my aim to publish the new sports policy 
in early autumn 2017.  While the Deputy will be aware that fiscal policy is a matter for the 
Minister for Finance and the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, I am not aware that 
the matter raised by the Deputy has been aired during the consultations on the development of 
the Sports Policy.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY03600Sports Facilities Provision

13/07/2017WRYYYYY037001065. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
funding will be made available to complete the next phase of the sport grounds in Abbotstown. 
[34131/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  On 11 July 2017, I 
conveyed approval for the commencement of construction on the second phase of the National 
Indoor Arena. This phase, projected to take two years to complete, will comprise of covered 
synthetic pitch facilities and ancillary facilities designed primarily for rugby and soccer but 
capable of accommodating all field sports. Funding will be provided from my Department’s 
capital budgets for 2018 and 2019. Construction activity will commence in the coming weeks.  
In relation to further facilities at the National Sports Campus, I would like to inform the Deputy 
that funding for the development of a Velodrome and Badminton Training Facility has been 
sought as part of the mid-term review of the Capital Plan.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY03900Noise Pollution Legislation
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13/07/2017WRYYYYY040001066. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for deciding if secondary or primary legislation will be needed to give the IAA the au-
thority to regulate noise at Dublin Airport; his views on whether this uncertainty is delaying the 
progress of the second runway at the airport; and the timeframe for same. [34132/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As previously out-
lined to the House, I have been advised that a Statutory Instrument is the appropriate legisla-
tive means by which to designate the competent authority for noise management at Dublin 
airport. Officials in my Department continue to engage with the Office of the Attorney General 
on the finalisation of the SI and this matter is being treated as their top priority. I am still await-
ing the legal advices in the context of what, if any primary legislation is required. Once I have 
received clarity on this matter, I will be happy to provide more details on the entire legal frame-
work that will underpin the effective administration of Regulation 598/2014.  On the issue of 
the second runway, the daa has statutory responsibility to manage, operate and develop Dublin 
Airport, including progressing the North Runway Project.  I understand that the North Runway 
is scheduled to be operational early in the next decade.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY04200Airport Development Projects

13/07/2017WRYYYYY043001067. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he has taken since assuming office to promote connectivity between Dublin Airport and east 
bound air traffic. [34133/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government has 
taken various actions to support the introduction of a direct air service between Ireland and 
China in recent years. On the 26th of September 2016, I met with the Administrator of the Civil 
Aviation Administration of China and signed a new Memorandum of Understanding between 
our two countries to further assist with the facilitation of future services. The Department, the 
Irish Embassy in Beijing and various agencies (daa/Tourism Ireland) have all been working to 
achieve this goal. However, any decision to operate services between Ireland and China will ul-
timately be a commercial decision for airlines. In the broader context of furthering connectivity 
with the “east”, the European Commission is in the process of negotiating a comprehensive air 
services agreement with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations , which encompasses ten 
South East Asian countries: Brunei, Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar (Burma), Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam. Officials from my Depart-
ment will be engaged in these negotiations via the Aviation Working Group of the European 
Council. While my Department endeavours to facilitate services and enhance connectivity by 
means of providing the appropriate bilateral/multilateral frameworks under which air opera-
tions would be conducted, any decision to operate services between Ireland and Asia would be 
a commercial one for the airlines themselves.   The Deputy will be aware that Qatar Airways 
recently commenced a new daily service between Dublin and Doha. Alongside the existing 
services operated by Etihad and Emirates to Abu Dhabi and Dubai and by Turkish Airlines to 
Istanbul this adds to the connectivity options through these relatively new but increasingly im-
portant aviation hubs.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY04500Brexit Negotiations

13/07/2017WRYYYYY046001068. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his Euro-
pean counterparts he has met to discuss Brexit; and the date on which he met them. [34134/17]
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13/07/2017WRYYYYY04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have had a number 
of meetings with my EU counterparts, UK counterparts and the European Commissioner on 
Brexit, most recently at the Transport Council in Luxembourg in June 2017. These meetings 
were extremely useful in promoting an understanding of  transport and tourism  Brexit implica-
tions for Ireland and are summarised in the following table.

Date Name of Minis-
ter/Other

Role/title Country/Institu-
tion

Subject of meet-
ing

12/12/16 Minister Chris 
Hazzard

Minister for 
Infrastructure

Northern Ireland 
Executive

NSMC matters 
and Brexit

04/04/17 Prof. Péter 
Balázs

European Co-
ordinator for 
the North Sea 
Med Corridor 
Connecting 
Europe Facility 
Core Corridor

EU: European 
Commission

Implications of 
Brexit on TEN-
T

25/05/17 Minister Anna 
Johansson

Minister for 
Infrastructure

Sweden Brexit, Road 
safety

26/05/17 Rt. Hon. Chris 
Grayling

Secretary of 
State, Depart-
ment for Trans-
port

UK Brexit

08/06/17 Commissioner 
Violeta Bulc

European Com-
missioner for 
Transport

EU: European 
Commission

Brexit and Euro-
pean Issues

08/06/17 Jörg Leichtfried Minister for 
Transport, In-
novation and 
Technology

Austria Brexit and Road 
Safety

13/07/2017WRYYYYY04800Air Services Provision

13/07/2017WRYYYYY049001069. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to implement the recommendations from the Seanad Brexit committee regarding open skies 
policy. [34135/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I welcome the recent 
work carried out by the Seanad Brexit Committee, including its recommendations regarding 
open skies policy. However, the agreed Brexit Negotiating Guidelines indicate that the future 
relationship of the UK with the EU, including in sectorial areas such as aviation, will not be 
negotiated until the terms of the UK’s exit are finalised.  Therefore, the future status of the 
UK’s involvement in the Open Skies agreement and the possible impact of Brexit on open skies 
policy will depend on the outcome of the future relationship negotiations with the UK.  In the 
course of these negotiations Ireland will be  seeking to ensure the existing liberal arrangements 
for aviation are not constrained in any way.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY05100European Innovation Partnerships

13/07/2017WRYYYYY052001070. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ap-
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plications for funding that his Department has made through the EU innovation partnership 
procurement route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34136/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The innovation part-
nership is a procurement procedure introduced under an EU Directive 2014/25 to enable con-
tracting authorities to run a tender competition for both the development and the purchase of in-
novative products, services or works in a single award process. My Department has not sought 
tenders through this innovation partnership procurement procedure.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY05400Air Services Provision

13/07/2017WRYYYYY055001071. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of persons employed in aircraft maintenance here; the size of the industry; and the way in 
which it compares with industry in Europe. [34140/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department chairs 
the Steering Committee of the National Civil Aviation Development Forum (NCADF), which 
comprises senior aviation personnel drawn together to develop proposals designed to improve 
the competitiveness of the sector to promote growth. Among other topics, the Forum examined 
issues relating to the aircraft Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) and associated enter-
prises sector. The Forum’s  MRO Working Group paper is available on the Department’s web-
site at www.dttas.ie/sites/default/files/content/aviation/English/general/National%20Civil%20
Aviation%20Development%20Forum/ncadf-mro-related-services-working-group-position-
paper-approved-sc-9-september-2016.pdf,   The paper shows that there are over 2600 in direct 
employment in the sector. It also indicates that Ireland accounts for a 1.7% share of the Euro-
pean market and that the value of the turnover of the MRO sector is €301 million per annum.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY05700Apprenticeship Programmes

13/07/2017WRYYYYY058001072. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of training apprentice programmes in aircraft maintenance; the number of participants; and 
the locations in which apprenticeships are offered. [34141/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department does 
not hold the information requested by the Deputy.  I understand that the provision of apprentice-
ships, their location and the numbers undergoing apprenticeships is a matter for the commercial 
entities themselves, in this instance, the aircraft maintenance companies.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY06000Air Services Provision

13/07/2017WRYYYYY061001073. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of foreign planes that come here for maintenance on an annual basis; and the number of 
Irish companies that are involved in the manufacture and supply of parts to the aviation sector. 
[34142/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY06200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department does 
not hold the information requested by the Deputy.  The information sought by the Deputy how-
ever may be available through the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the State 
enterprise agencies under its remit.
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13/07/2017WRYYYYY06300Air Services Provision

13/07/2017WRYYYYY064001074. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of persons employed by the DAA directly or indirectly with regards passenger and baggage 
handling. [34143/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The daa has statutory 
responsibility to manage, operate and develop Dublin Airport, including passenger and baggage 
handling.  I have therefore forwarded your question to daa for their attention and direct reply 
to you.  If you do not receive a reply within 10 working days please contact my private office.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY06600Proposed Legislation

13/07/2017WRYYYYY067001075. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the level 
of consultation he has held with his Government colleagues regarding the introduction of the 
Road Traffic (Minimum Passing Distance of Cyclists) Bill 2017. [34144/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY06800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  This Private Mem-
bers Bill was proposed by my colleague the Minister for Employment and Social Protection.  
At the time, my officials met with her and others to discuss the issues raised by the Bill and 
suggested possible amendments - subject to legal advice - to existing legislation to address the 
concerns raised in a practical manner that could be introduced and enforced by An Garda Sío-
chána without the need for primary legislation.   I have not held any formal discussions with 
my colleagues on this matter.  As with all Private Members Bills, the Government will in due 
course discuss and determine its stance on this Bill.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY06900Traffic Data

13/07/2017WRYYYYY070001076. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 1857 of 20 June 2017, the reason his Department does not have 
such information readily available in view of its role in advancing policy to tackle congestion; 
and if he will seek this information and provide it to other interested parties. [34148/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY07100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I refer to my previ-
ous answer to PQ1857 of 20 June 2017.  Any estimation of the number of cars using our roads, 
either on a national basis or just in the Greater Dublin Area, whether during a particular period 
or not, would involve the use of traffic count surveys and is entirely a matter for each local au-
thority, who have primary responsibility for traffic management in their respective functional 
areas. I have no role in the matter.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY07200Rail Services Provision

13/07/2017WRYYYYY073001077. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the proposed Kildare route project to facilitate increased rail capacity and frequency 
between Kildare and Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34194/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY07400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development and implementation 
of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA).The opening of the Phoenix 
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Park Tunnel Link in November 2016 has allowed train services on the Kildare line to directly 
access stations in the city centre including Connolly, Tara, Pearse and Grand Canal Dock Sta-
tions.  In the initial period, peak hour services are being operated through the tunnel link.  The 
NTA has informed me that it is hoped to extend that arrangement to include off-peak and week-
end services in a second phase later this year.   The NTA’s ‘Transport Strategy for the Greater 
Dublin Area 2016-2035’ proposes implementation of the DART Expansion Programme involv-
ing electrification of the Northern line as far as Drogheda, the Kildare Line to Hazelhatch, 
the Sligo line to Maynooth in the west and to the M3 Parkway and construction of the DART 
Underground tunnel.  The Government decided in September 2015 that the original proposal 
for the tunnel should be redesigned to provide a lower cost solution and work is underway on 
that at present.

Funding for some elements of the DART Expansion Programme is included in the Govern-
ment’s Capital Plan including funding for the extension of the DART to Balbriggan; for design 
and planning to progress for expansion of DART services to Maynooth and Hazelhatch; and for 
work on the redesign of the tunnel.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY07500Road Projects Status

13/07/2017WRYYYYY076001078. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the status of the Narrow Water bridge project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34248/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY07700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, under the Fresh Start Agreement, the Northern Ireland Executive and the Government 
agreed to undertake a review of the proposed Narrow Water Bridge project with a view to 
identifying options for its future development, for consideration by the North South Ministe-
rial Council (NSMC).    Following on from consultation with stakeholders, I understand that an 
options paper is being prepared for consideration by the North South Ministerial Council later 
in the year.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY07800Road Traffic Legislation

13/07/2017WRYYYYY079001079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
car sellers are permitted to install devices commonly referred to as kill switches which are de-
signed to immobile vehicles if borrowers fail to make payments on a car finance loan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34249/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY08000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  While I am not aware 
of such devices or their use in the circumstances outlined by the Deputy, I would have concerns 
from a road safety perspective if such a device had the ability to be remotely utilised whilst the 
vehicle was in motion and without prior notification to the registered owner or the driver of the 
vehicle at that time. I would invite the Deputy to write to me with any specific information that 
he may have regarding the use of such devices and I will have the legality or otherwise of their 
use examined.

13/07/2017WRYYYYY08100Bus Services

13/07/2017WRYYYYY082001080. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the up-to-
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date schedule for the tendering of Bus Éireann and Dublin Bus routes between July 2017 and 
2019; and if the planned redesign of the Dublin Bus route network will have any impact on the 
tendering schedule. [34313/17]

13/07/2017WRYYYYY08300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In line with its statu-
tory functions, the NTA is currently managing three procurement competitions in relation to ap-
proximately 10% of current PSO routes operated by Bus Átha Cliath and Bus Éireann.  These 
competitions are known as Dublin Metropolitan (currently Bus Átha Cliath), Dublin Commuter 
and Waterford (both currently Bus Éireann).The planned redesign of the bus network in Dublin, 
which is being developed by the NTA as part of the broader BusConnects initiative, has not im-
pacted on the procurement schedule of the Dublin Metropolitan competition.   As I previously 
informed the House recently, I understand that the NTA expects to announce preferred bidder 
status in relation to the Dublin Metropolitan competition during this summer, with the other 
two competitions reaching that stage by late summer/early autumn. Subject to the timing of the 
provision of depot facilities and other mobilisation activities the NTA expects services to com-
mence in 2018.

13/07/2017WRBBB02200Rail Services

13/07/2017WRBBB023001081. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment will restore the subsidy to Irish Rail to pre-crisis levels; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34314/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB024001095. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
cost of restoring the CIE subvention to 2008 levels. [34610/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1081 and 1095 together.

The allocation for the Public Service Obligation (PSO) is subject to the annual Budget-
ary process. As the Deputies are aware, in Budget 2017 I secured an 11% increase in the total 
amount of funding available to support the delivery of  PSO services. That means that a total of 
almost €263 million will be allocated in 2017 to support the delivery of these socially necessary 
but financially unviable services.

In 2016, total funding provided to Iarnród Éireann under the PSO programme increased by 
approximately 13.5% when compared with 2015, while total PSO funding to the CIÉ group in 
2016 increased by 12%, with the result that the three companies received a total of €233million.

Total funding committed toward the PSO programme in 2017 now stands at approximately 
85% of the level achieved in 2008, which was the year of record funding, and I have already 
committed publicly, both here in the House and in the Joint Oireachtas Committee, to further 
increasing PSO funding in the future as resources allow.

Deputies will be aware that since 2010 there is no subvention paid directly by my Depart-
ment for public transport services.  The level of compensation provided in relation to PSO 
services falls under the independent statutory remit of the National Transport Authority (NTA), 
which has direct responsibility for this area. The funding provided to each operating compa-
ny relates to the provision of the contracted level of services and must conform to the methodol-
ogy established by relevant EU legislation.

13/07/2017WRBBB02525Rail Services Provision
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13/07/2017WRBBB025501082. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on State funding of rail freight services with Irish Rail; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34393/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB02575Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The Capital Plan 
2016-21 includes a commitment that the Government will commission a feasibility study to 
examine options for expanding freight transport on the railways.

Iarnród Éireann is currently the only rail freight service provider in the Irish market and pro-
vides this service on a commercial basis. Iarnród Éireann is itself seeking to grow its rail freight 
market and I support them in this endeavour. In addition to Iarnród Éireann’s freight services, 
other operators may provide rail freight services as the rail freight sector was opened to compe-
tition in 2007. My officials will be happy to discuss market access with any interested parties.

13/07/2017WRBBB02600Road Projects Status

13/07/2017WRBBB027001083. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to enhance road connectivity to Rosslare Europort; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34394/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB028001087. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress made regarding extension of the M11 between Gorey and Enniscorthy; the expected 
date of completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34424/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB029001088. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress made regarding the N25 Rosslare Europort access road project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34425/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB030001089. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the N30 Moneytucker to New Ross project; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34426/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB031001090. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress made regarding the N25 New Ross bypass project; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34427/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1083 and 1087 to 1090, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation 
of individual national road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under 
the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the relevant local authorities.  In the case of 
regional and local road projects the local authority is responsible for project implementation.

I have referred the Deputy’s questions to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my private office 
if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/07/2017WRBBB03225Ports Development

13/07/2017WRBBB032501084. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to improve multi-modal connectivity at Rosslare Europort, specifically between rail and ferry 
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services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34395/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB03275Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):   The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the Company for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

13/07/2017WRBBB03300Ports Development

13/07/2017WRBBB034001085. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Ross-
lare Europort can become an independent body within CIE akin to Irish Rail and Dublin Bus; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34401/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB035001091. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
models Irish Rail and his Department are considering to increase allocations of investment to 
Rosslare Europort; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34430/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB036001117. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the unpublished report by an organisation (details supplied) on Rosslare 
Europort which was published by the previous Minister; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29947/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1085, 1091 and 1117 together.

The Deputy is aware that Rosslare Europort is unique among the State owned ports as it 
is not a commercial company operating under the Harbours Acts, but is instead operated as a 
division of Iarnród Éireann. The status of the port, and whether its current status potentially 
inhibits its developments, was most recently considered in a strategic review, commissioned by 
my Department, and carried out by Indecon Economic Consultants.

Their report concluded that the creation of an independent port authority would be extreme-
ly difficult given the Port’s complex legal structure. Instead, it was recommended that the Port 
remain in public ownership and that the possibilities for increased private sector involvement 
be investigated.

In order to assist Iarnród Éireann’s overall consideration of how best to move forward, the 
company then engaged consultants to assess market interest. The assessment was largely posi-
tive in terms of the potential for increased private sector investment in the port; however, it did 
identify possible implementation issues due to the complicated legislative basis of the port.

Following that assessment my Department sought and received detailed advice from the Of-
fice of the Attorney General on the matter. That advice identified a number of legal issues with 
any such proposal and those issues remain under consideration by my Department.

13/07/2017WRBBB03725Greenways Development

13/07/2017WRBBB037501086. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of proposals for greenway trails in County Wexford, especially those near New Ross and 
Gorey; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34423/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB03775Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):   Wexford County 
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Council and New Ross Town Council both submitted applications under the last tranche of the 
National Cycle Network (NCN) 2014-2016 funding programme for the construction of gre-
enways along the River Slaney Trail and the disused New Ross railway respectively. Neither 
project secured funding at that time due to the significant over subscription for funding.

The Programme for Partnership Government commits to making additional funding avail-
able for greenways into the future and I am pursuing this in the context of the mid-term review 
of the Capital Plan.  Once the mid-term review is finalised and based on the level of funding that 
becomes available for greenways, my Department will issue further funding calls for suitable 
projects. Local authorities will then be able to submit projects for consideration.

My Department’s advice to all local authorities wishing to progress greenway projects is to 
advance the planning and design elements to the greatest degree possible so as to be best placed 
in the event of future funding calls. Clarity on ownership of routes and agreement on access is 
also very important in this regard.

The Deputy may be aware that I recently launched a public consultation process to inform 
the development of my Department’s new Strategy for the future development of greenways.  
A public consultation paper is available on my Department’s website www.dttas.ie/public-
transport/publications/english/greenways.

All interested parties are invited to make submissions by 14 July, 2017 and I would wel-
come views as part of this process.

Questions Nos. 1087 to 1090, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1083.

Question No. 1091 answered with Question No. 1085.

13/07/2017WRBBB04300Road Improvement Schemes

13/07/2017WRBBB044001092. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the Government’s commitment to the A5 upgrade from Donegal/Derry/Tyrone to 
Monaghan as originally committed in the Saint Andrews Agreement; the progress made by his 
Department over the past 12 months on this key infrastructure project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34457/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB045001093. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing will be provided in 2017 to progress the proposed upgrade of the N2 Clontibret to the Bor-
der road scheme which is essential given the commitment to advance the A5 upgrade; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34458/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB046001109. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to provide additional financial resources to areas such as Cavan and Monaghan for road 
infrastructure development due to the difficulties that will arise from Brexit for this region; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34803/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1092, 1093 and 1109 together.

As the Deputy is aware, while I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme, the planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects (such as the N2) is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland, under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015, in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.
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Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

The Capital Plan published in September 2015 outlined proposed transport investment pri-
orities to 2022. Maintenance and renewal of the road network will continue to be the main pri-
ority over the next period and the bulk of the roads capital budget, approximately €4.4 billion, 
is earmarked for such essential work with a further €600 million allocated for implementation 
of the PPP road programme which is already underway. In this context it was not possible to 
include a range of projects in the Plan (including the N2 Clontibret to the Border scheme) given 
the overall funding envelope available.

The Capital Review is now underway and a number of local authorities (including Monaghan 
County Council) have made submissions to my Department outlining the case for funding for 
roads and my Department is making a strong case for additional funding, including the develop-
ment of a project pipeline for road schemes.  While there is a strong case for additional funding 
for the transport sector, there are a multitude of possible national, regional and local projects 
around the country, the cost of which far exceed available funding and unfortunately, this means 
that only a limited number can be considered.

The final decisions on allocations are, however, matters for the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform and Government as a whole.

Concerning the A5 scheme, the planning and implementation of the A5 project is the re-
sponsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.  The Stormont House Agreement and Imple-
mentation Plan - A Fresh Start - sets out the Government’s commitment to contribute £75mil-
lion to ensure that Phase 1 of the project (Newbuildings to north of Strabane) can commence as 
soon as the necessary planning process in the North has been concluded.

Dublin Bus Fleet

13/07/2017WRBBB048001094. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
of replacing one conventional Dublin Bus vehicle with an electric or low emissions alternative. 
[34495/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB04850Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) is responsible for the renewal of the bus fleet in respect of Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) services operated by Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in this area, I have referred your question to the NTA for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

Question No. 1095 answered with Question No. 1081.

13/07/2017WRBBB05000Bus Éireann Staff

13/07/2017WRBBB051001096. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of staff within the driver grade who have been out of work ill from the Bus Éireann Capwell 
Cork area as a result of work-related stress. [34644/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB052001097. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of staff within the administration grade who have been out of work ill from the Bus Éireann 
Capwell area as a result of work-related stress. [34645/17]
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13/07/2017WRBBB053001098. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of illness related absences in Bus Éireann on an area by area basis in the past five years respec-
tively. [34646/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB054001099. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of disciplinary hearings that have been held in Bus Éireann Cork in 2015 and 2016 and to date 
in 2017 respectively. [34647/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB055001100. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of disciplinary hearings in Bus Éireann on an area by area basis in the past five years respec-
tively. [34648/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB056001101. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of appeals of disciplinary decisions that have been successful in relation to Bus Éireann, Cork. 
[34649/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB057001102. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the train-
ing provided and required of acting services managers in Bus Éireann in relation to personnel 
matters. [34650/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB058001103. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans 
for Bus Éireann to install welfare facilities as required by law into the Fermoy depot and other 
outbased locations. [34651/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB059001104. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of times the Health and Safety Authority has inspected Bus Éireann depots in the Cork area in 
the past five years respectively. [34652/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB060001105. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the ongoing lack of functioning toilet facilities for staff at the Bus 
Éireann Fermoy depot. [34653/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB061001106. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to an issue (details supplied). [34654/17]

13/07/2017WRBBB06200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1096 to 1106, inclusive, together.

The issues raised are matters for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions 
to the Company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

13/07/2017WRCCC00100Tourism Project Funding

13/07/2017WRCCC002001107. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fund-
ing options available to persons seeking to start up a tourism-related business [34707/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department’s role 
in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tourism policy.  While my Depart-
ment provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for tourism development, it is not directly involved in 
the management or development of grant schemes or other programmes and supports for indi-
vidual tourism businesses.  Furthermore, my Department does not have discretionary funds at 
its disposal to assist with individual tourism proposals.
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Fáilte Ireland provides a range of practical supports to help businesses and communities 
better manage and market their products and services.  Fáilte Ireland also provides capital fund-
ing for investment in tourism attractions, as well as advice on supports available from other 
agencies.

As these are operational matters for Fáilte Ireland, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the agency for further information and direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you have 
not received a reply within ten working days.

13/07/2017WRCCC00400Driver Test Centres

13/07/2017WRCCC005001108. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide funding for the provision of a Drogheda driver test centre in view of the recent 
CSO publication which shows that Drogheda is the largest town here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34790/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
driver testing service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.  I have there-
fore referred the Question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact 
my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

  Question No. 1109 answered with Question No. 1092.

13/07/2017WRCCC00800Tourism Promotion

13/07/2017WRCCC009001110. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of estimates of the cost of increasing the overseas marketing budget for tourism to pre-2012 
levels. [34806/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Tourism Market-
ing Fund in 2011 was €46.083 million while the 2017 allocation is €35.853 million. The cost 
of restoring the Marketing Fund to 2011 levels would be €10.23 million (+28.5%) on a full year 
basis.    The Tourism Action Plan (2016-2018) is committed to seeking to restore the Tourism 
Marketing Fund to pre-recession levels on a phased basis. I secured increased funding for the 
Tourism Marketing Fund in 2017 of over 2% and I will be seeking further additional funding 
for next year, both to help mitigate any negative effects of Brexit on tourism and also to build 
on the exceptional performance of the sector in recent years.

 Question No. 1111 answered with Question No. 1050.

13/07/2017WRCCC01200Housing Policy

13/07/2017WRCCC013001112. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment has had discussions with the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government or any other Department with regards to an organisation (details supplied); and the 
impact restrictions on this would have on tourist accommodation capacity. [34808/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Officials of my De-
partment’s Tourism Division are in discussions with officials in the Department of Housing, 
Planning, Community and Local Government in relation to the matters raised, primarily through 
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their participation on the recently established cross-Departmental/Agency Working Group on 
Short Term Lettings established by the latter Department.  Fáilte Ireland is also represented on 
the Working Group.

In accordance with its Strategy for the Rental Sector, that Department has established the 
aforementioned Working Group tasked with examining the impact, if any, of short term tourism 
related lettings on housing supply; clarifying planning guidance in this regard; and reporting on 
the appropriate regulatory approach for such lettings, including the identification of any amend-
ments to legislation required to effect such regulation.

This is the collaborative approach being taken to address unintended consequences of short-
term lettings, including withdrawal of supply from the rental market.  Officials from my De-
partment and Fáilte Ireland are seeking to convey import tourism perspectives in the collective 
effort to strike an appropriate balance between long-term housing needs and requirements for 
shorter-term tourist accommodation.

13/07/2017WRCCC01500Greenhouse Gas Emissions

13/07/2017WRCCC016001113. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
that his Department will meet their EU renewable and emissions reductions targets by 2020; 
if he will provide a detailed account of how close we are as a State to meeting these targets. 
[34809/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The release of the lat-
est projections of greenhouse gas emissions by the Environmental Protection Agency illustrates 
the enormous challenge facing Ireland to reduce our emissions.  These projections indicate that 
emissions from those sectors of the economy not covered by the EU Emissions Trading System 
(ETS), including the transport sector, could be between 4% and 6% below 2005 levels by 2020.  
Though not unexpected, given the welcome return to economic growth in Ireland and the cor-
responding rise in transport needs, it nevertheless confirms that Ireland’s greenhouse emissions 
continue to track broader trends in the economy and serves to underline the difficult decisions 
ahead of us as we try to reduce emissions in line with our international commitments.

Ireland has a collective emissions reduction target for each year between 2013 and 2020 un-
der the 2009 EU Effort Sharing Decision with the ultimate goal of emission reductions of 20% 
below their level in 2005 by 2020.  Ireland’s target is one of the most demanding; only shared 
with those in Denmark and Luxembourg.  The projected shortfall to our national targets in 2020 
reflects both the constrained investment capacity over the past decade due to the economic 
crisis, and the extremely challenging nature of the target itself. In fact, it is now accepted that 
Ireland’s 2020 target was not consistent with what would be achievable on an EU wide cost-
effective basis.

The EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% 
of our energy demand from renewable sources by 2020.  Ireland is committed to achieving this 
national target through meeting 40% of electricity demand, 12% of heat and 10% of transport 
from renewable sources of energy.  The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has 
calculated that 9.1% of Ireland’s overall energy requirements in 2015 were met from renewable 
sources and 5.7% of transport energy demand.

My Department aims to meet our sectoral renewable energy targets for transport mainly 
through the increased use of sustainable biofuels, with electric vehicles also making a contribu-
tion.  As the Deputy may be aware, an increase to the current biofuel obligation rate is envis-
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aged and a public consultation on future incremental increases is expected to take place later 
this year.

13/07/2017WRCCC01800Greenhouse Gas Emissions

13/07/2017WRCCC019001114. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of estimates of the cost to the State of missing our 2020 targets in transport for renewables and 
emissions reductions targets. [34810/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the responsibility for emissions reduction is a collective one and Ireland’s emission tar-
gets are national and not sectoral by nature.  It is clear, however, that Transport has an important 
role to play in reducing the national emissions profile.

The legislative framework governing the EU’s 2020 emissions reductions targets includes 
a number of flexibility mechanisms to enable Member States to meet their annual emissions 
targets, including provisions to bank any excess allowances to future years and to trade allow-
ances between Member States.  Using our banked emissions from the period to 2015, Ireland 
is projected to comply with its emission reduction targets in each of the years 2013 to 2018.  
However, our cumulative emissions are expected to exceed targets for 2019 and 2020, which 
will result in a requirement to purchase additional allowances.  While this purchasing require-
ment is not, at this stage, expected to be significant, further analysis will be required to quantify 
the likely costs involved, in light of the final amount and price of allowances required.

The EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% 
of our energy demand from renewable sources by 2020.  Ireland is committed to achieving this 
national target through meeting 40% of electricity demand, 12% of heat and 10% of transport 
from renewable sources of energy.  The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has 
calculated that 9.1% of Ireland’s overall energy requirements in 2015 were met from renew-
able sources and 5.7% of transport energy demand.  The SEAI analysis also estimated that this 
avoided over €286 million of fossil fuel imports.  Similar to most other Member States, Ireland 
has sought to increase renewable energy in the transport sector primarily through the use of 
sustainable biofuels alongside a contribution arising from electric vehicles.

In a document entitled Ireland’s Energy Targets – Progress, Ambition and Impacts (pub-
lished in April 2016) the SEAI estimated that the cost to Ireland of not meeting our overall re-
newable energy targets may be in the range of €65 million to €130 million for each percentage 
point Ireland falls short of the overall 16% renewable energy target.

13/07/2017WRCCC02100Capital Expenditure Programme Review

13/07/2017WRCCC022001115. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
analysis that has been done and the steps he has taken on foot of that analysis to ensure that 
the transport elements of the mid-term capital review result in a capital investment programme 
consistent with our EU level targets for 2020, proposed targets for 2030, the obligations of the 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, including the national transition ob-
jective, and the Paris agreement. [34832/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In order for Ireland 
to effectively and equitably contribute to the EU emissions reduction commitments in line with 
the Paris Agreement and the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, an ambi-
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tious low-carbon development strategy has been outlined in the soon-to-be-published National 
Mitigation Plan.

As the Deputy may know, I have strongly made the case for increased investment in the 
transport sector - with particular reference to public transport.  Taking steps to reduce our na-
tional reliance on the private car, switching to public and sustainable transport modes and tran-
sitioning to alternative fuels and technologies will be essential if we are to decarbonise the 
transport sector and work towards meeting our 2020 EU sectoral targets.

For each of the transport elements of the Midterm Capital Review, an assessment was com-
pleted by my Department’s Economic and Financial Evaluation Unit (EFEU) of the implica-
tions of that proposal for meeting Ireland’s climate and energy obligations.  This assessment 
was a high-level analysis based on the expected overall emissions impact of that proposal.  
Where a full Business Case had been developed for a proposal, the assessment included the 
forecast emissions impact of that proposal, as set out in the Business Case. 

Enabling Ireland’s transition to a sustainable, low-carbon economy, in line with national 
policy and with our international obligations, will remain a priority for my Department.

13/07/2017WRCCC02400Road Projects Expenditure

13/07/2017WRCCC025001116. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount spent to date in 2017 on projects (details supplied); the estimated cost per year from 
July 2017 until completion for each; the amount provided under the capital plan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34861/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national road 
projects, including those specified by the Deputy, is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
(TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development 
of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), including the New Metro 
North and DART Underground projects.

Noting the above, I have referred your question to both TII and the NTA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

In relation to the Narrow Water Bridge project, while the Capital Plan outlines the Govern-
ment commitment to the concept of the Bridge, it does not provide specific funding for the 
project.

  Question No. 1117 answered with Question No. 1085.

13/07/2017WRCCC02800Skills Shortages

13/07/2017WRCCC029001118. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that Fáilte Ireland plans to withdraw funding for hospitality 
programmes throughout the IOT sector (details supplied); and the actions he has taken to ensure 
the protection of these courses particularly at a time there is a shortage of professionals in the 
hospitality sector. [34889/17]
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13/07/2017WRCCC03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I understand that, fol-
lowing from an independent review commissioned by Fáilte Ireland of its investment in tourism 
and hospitality education, the Authority has accepted the recommendations put forward includ-
ing a recommendation to withdraw from its current funding commitments in an orderly manner.

As the matter raised is an operational matter for the board and management of Fáilte Ire-
land, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the agency for further information on the matter.  
Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

13/07/2017WRCCC03100Departmental Bodies Data

13/07/2017WRCCC032001119. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of posts on the advisory council for Better Outcomes, Better Futures that are filled by mem-
bers of her Department. [34158/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC033001120. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of times that the advisory council for Better Outcomes, Better Futures has met since its 
establishment. [34159/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1119 and 1120 together.

The Advisory Council for Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: the National Policy Frame-
work for Children and Young People (2014-2020) is made up of representatives from the com-
munity and voluntary sector, as well as independent experts with experience working with and 
for children and young people. 

The Council is made up of 16 members, and an independent chair.  There are no members 
of my Department on the Council.  However, my Department provides administrative support 
for the Council, and a number of my Officials attend Council meetings.

The Advisory Council was established in November 2014.  The Council met six times in 
2015, five times in 2016, and has so far met three times in 2017.  Minutes of Council meetings 
are available on my Department’s website. 

In addition to these regular meetings of the Council, subgroups of the Council have been 
meeting with officials from various departments to progress issues in the Advisory Council’s 
work plan.  This includes prevention and early intervention with Officials from my Department, 
child poverty with Officials from the Department of Social Protection, homelessness with Of-
ficials from the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and edu-
cational inequality with Officials from the Department of Education and Skills.  The Council 
has also met with me on a number of occasions to discuss the impacts which Brexit will have 
on children and young people in Ireland.

More details on the Advisory Council’s work can be found in the annual reports on Better 
Outcomes, Brighter Futures. The first two reports are available on my Department’s website, 
and the third will be finalised in the coming weeks  .

13/07/2017WRCCC03500Adoption Services Provision

13/07/2017WRCCC036001121. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to address the current situation affecting some families relating to the rules governing 
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adoption (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33672/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Adoption 
(Amendment) Bill 2016 will address the issue that the Deputy has referred to.  The Bill has 
passed all stages in the Dáil and the Seanad. However amendments were made in the Seanad, 
which must now be considered by the Dáil.  This is scheduled for today, 13 July 2017. 

13/07/2017WRCCC03800Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

13/07/2017WRCCC039001122. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
address a matter (details supplied). [33683/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Early Childhood and Education Programme (ECCE) programme was ex-
panded from September 2016 so that children may start free pre-school from age 3, and can 
continue in free pre-school once the child is not older than 5 years and 6 months at the end of 
the relevant pre-school year. 

Three different points in the year - September, January and April – are in place to maximise 
access for these children within the overall eligibility parameters. 

An upper age limit in free pre-school was set by the Inter-Departmental Group on Future 
Investment on the advice of the Department of Education and skills.  Limiting the diversity in 
age ranges in primary school is considered to be generally in the best interest of children, in 
relation to peer interaction in junior infants, as well as other educational considerations. 

My Department does its best to ensure, in so far as is possible, the equitable treatment of all 
children and families who apply for childcare funding under the ECCE Programme.  In order to 
ensure objectivity and fairness it is essential that clear rules exist for the scheme and that they 
are applied in a fair manner.  The rules for all the Department’s childcare schemes are clearly 
published to ensure transparency and consistent application.  An essential component of the 
scheme’s rules is an eligibility date to ensure that the scheme can be administered and budgeted 
for in an appropriate manner.

Parents may request an  exemption from ECCE eligibility criteria under limited circum-
stances from the Department; specifically where a diagnosed special need exists.  However, this 
must be supported by a medical assessment report from the HSE or a listed medical specialist, 
specifying the child’s special need and diagnosis. Further details including a list of relevant 
medical specialists is available on my Department’s website.

13/07/2017WRCCC04100Early Childhood Care and Education Funding

13/07/2017WRCCC042001123. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
allocated and drawn down in respect of the learner fund in 2016 and to date in 2017 by county. 
[33970/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Learner 
Fund was established to provide access to appropriate programmes of learning for Early Years 
sector workers. 

The initial phases of funding released (Learner Funds 1, 2 and 3) focussed on those Early 
Years sector workers who lacked a qualification relevant to Early Childhood Care and Educa-
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tion or lacked a qualification in that area which was placed at, or equivalent to, Level 5 on the 
National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ).  A relevant qualification which is placed at or 
equivalent to Level 5 on the NFQ is the minimum qualifications standard introduced through 
the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016.  This standard took effect at 
the end of 2016.  The Learner Funds were introduced as part of a general focus on improving 
and supporting quality Early Years provision in Ireland, with a specific focus on aiding Early 
Years workers meet the regulatory requirements in advance of the introduction of same.  

Up to the end of 2015, €3,052,648 in funding was allocated and paid through the Learner 
Funds. 

Learner Fund 3 closed for applications in July of 2016. Learner Fund 4 was introduced to 
allow Early Years sector workers to up-skill to relevant qualification placed at Level 6 on the 
NFQ, and closed in October of 2016. 

Funding continues to be dispensed to successful applicants through both Leaner Fund 3 and 
4, and it is not envisaged that the full spend will be achieved until early 2018. 

This Department expects to release further Leaner Fund monies within the next quarter. 

Applications for funding were made through local County / City Childcare Committees 
(CCC) and payments are being managed by Pobal, who administer the programme on behalf of 
DCYA in concert with the CCCs.  Funding was allocated on the basis of the number of success-
ful applications proposed for funding by each CCC and the spend reflects this.

The total budget for Learner Fund 3 was €406,283. Of this, payments totalling €203,550 
were made prior to 2015.  The remaining €205,550 was paid in 2016 and is broken down by 
county in Table A.

In relation to Learner Fund 4, the total budget was €915,280. Of this, payments totalling 
€695,906 have been made for the years 2016/17 while € 219,374 has yet to be drawn down. A 
breakdown of payments by county to date is included in Table B   overleaf.

Table A

County 2016 Payment
Galway City and County Childcare 3,780
Donegal County Childcare Committee 0
Meath County Childcare Committee 11,095
Cavan County Childcare Committee 2,010
Fingal County Childcare Committee 17,670
Sligo County Childcare Committee 1,920
Longford County Childcare Committee 7,140
Carlow County Childcare Committee 4,100
Mayo County Childcare Committee 270
Wicklow County Childcare Committee 4,560
Louth County Childcare committee 0
Wexford County Childcare Committee 2,820
Offaly County Childcare Committee 2,940
Laois County Childcare Committee 3,060
South Dublin Childcare Committee 17,610
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown CC 39,360
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County 2016 Payment
Kildare County Childcare Committee 16,875
Cork City Childcare Committee 0
Kilkenny County Childcare Committee 2,430
Cork County Childcare Committee 7,530
Clare County Childcare Committee 1,320
Dublin City Childcare Committee 25,680
Kerry County Childcare Committee 6,900
Leitrim County Childcare Committee 2,820
Westmeath County Childcare Committee 4,800
Monaghan County Childcare Committee 4,230
Roscommon County Childcare Committee 1,100
Waterford Childcare Committee 1,020
Limerick County Childcare Committee 6,750
Tipperary Childcare Committee Limited 5,760

Table B

County 2016/17 Payment
Galway City and County Childcare 49,725
Donegal County Childcare Committee 9,900
Meath County Childcare Committee 35,798
Cavan County Childcare Committee 8,500
Fingal County Childcare Committee 56,340
Sligo County Childcare Committee 7,560
Longford County Childcare Committee 5,790
Carlow County Childcare Committee 8,850
Mayo County Childcare Committee 8,010
Wicklow County Childcare Committee 27,480
Louth County Childcare committee 29,835
Wexford County Childcare Committee 12,375
Offaly County Childcare Committee 9,000
Laois County Childcare Committee 25,425
South Dublin Childcare Committee 64,080
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown CC 21,870
Kildare County Childcare Committee 44,468
Cork City Childcare Committee 11,790
Kilkenny County Childcare Committee 16,065
Cork County Childcare Committee 34,875
Clare County Childcare Committee 18,608
Dublin City Childcare Committee 81,180
Kerry County Childcare Committee 16,950
Leitrim County Childcare Committee 1,155
Westmeath County Childcare Committee 18,938
Monaghan County Childcare Committee 9,999
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County 2016/17 Payment
Roscommon County Childcare Committee 7,000
Waterford Childcare Committee 9,923
Limerick County Childcare Committee 30,780
Tipperary Childcare Committee Limited 13,590

13/07/2017WRCCC04400Children in Care

13/07/2017WRCCC045001124. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when she 
will implement the recommended action 75 of the Ryan implementation group for a profes-
sionally managed national archive to be developed as a central repository for the records for 
all children in care; and her views on whether there are barriers to the implementation of this 
recommendation. [33971/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Child and 
Family Agency business plan for 2017 includes reference to proposed actions in relation to 
outstanding actions under the Ryan Implementation Plan, specifically Action 75 and 76 which 
relate to the Agency (Tusla) as follows:

-  Action 75   - a professionally managed national archive is to be developed as a central 
repository for the records for all children in care; and 

-  Action 76   - records created in non-statutory agencies should be secured in the national 
archive. 

The Agency’s business plan for 2017 states that Action 75 and 76 are to be addressed under 
the ICT Strategy for Tusla as the issue of records management spans significant areas of records 
beyond that of children in care and non-statutory agency records. Monitoring of Tusla’s busi-
ness plan takes place in the context of regular performance monitoring engagements between 
my Department and Tusla and I would expect any barriers to implementation to be raised in that 
context by Tusla.

 I have asked that the Agency provide me with an update on progress in this regard and I will 
respond more fully to the Deputy in due course.

13/07/2017WRCCC04700Child and Family Agency Funding

13/07/2017WRCCC048001125. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla 
has informed all community programmes and community groups under its remit of its budget 
for 2016 and 2017; if she has signed off on this budget to these groups; and the groups whose 
funding from the agency has been reduced or discontinued for 2016 and 2017, in tabular form. 
[33972/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The allocation 
of funds by Tusla,  the  Child  and  Family  Agency  is a matter for that organisation, and my De-
partment plays no role in signing off on, or approval of, grant payments that Tusla may choose 
to make.  I have asked Tusla to revert to the  Deputy with the details requested.

13/07/2017WRCCC05000Child and Family Agency Remit
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13/07/2017WRCCC051001126. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
Tusla provided to the Health Service Executive for the provision of child counselling services 
in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; her plans for the agency to take over the 
direct provision of child counselling services; and if she or the agency have examined providing 
child counselling services via family resource centres. [33973/17]

13/07/2017WRCCC05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has pro-
vided approximately €7 million in funding to the Health Service Executive (HSE) on an annual 
basis for the provision of child counselling services.  This funding is provided at the end of the 
year and reimburses the HSE for the services which it provides on Tusla’s behalf. 

Ensuring the mental health and well-being of children and young people is critical to re-
ducing risk factors and strengthening resilience factors in their lives.  Indeed, it is crucial in 
supporting children and young people in realising all of the 5 National Outcomes as set out in 
Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children and Young 
People.

As the Deputy will be aware a range of services exist across policy domains which support 
child counselling and related interventions.  These range from psychological and psychosocial 
supports in the Health Service Executive, National Educational Psychology Services, Tusla and 
more broadly in and across the community and voluntary sector.

Under Section 8 of the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013, Tusla has specific responsibility 
for “services relating to the psychological welfare of children and their families”.  To advance 
considerations on this highly important issue I have recently requested an update from Tusla 
relating to a range of issues on this matter.

My officials will consider this information and will work with Tusla in advancing matters.  
An initial meeting between my Department, the Department of Health, the HSE and Tusla will 
examine service provision relating to the psychological welfare of children and their families.  
In advancing these developments I fully intend to ensure that the needs of children and young 
people, and the development of optimum responses in this area, are central to considerations.

Child counselling services are already available via a number of family resource centres 
around the country.  Each family resource centre prioritises the services it wishes to provide 
based on the demands of its community.  Funding is made available on an annual basis through 
Tusla’s Counselling Grants Scheme, and many centres have developed a counselling and sup-
port service for children and young people through this mechanism.

13/07/2017WRDDD00200Child Care Services Data

13/07/2017WRDDD003001127. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of new places on the community child care subvention scheme which have been taken up by 
private providers in addition to community providers since the announcement of the expansion 
to the scheme in budget 2017, by category. [33974/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Commu-
nity Childcare Subvention Scheme is divided into two separate grant provision arrangements: 
the Community Childcare Scheme and Community Childcare Scheme Plus.  Both community 
and private providers can sign up for the latter whereas only community providers can sign up 
for the former.  The forerunner of the Community Childcare Scheme Plus was the Community 
Childcare Scheme private which was introduced from March 2016 to bring private providers 
into the Community Childcare Scheme.  It is this expansion in 2016, I presume the Deputy is 
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referring to.  The last grant agreements ran from Sept 16 to Aug 17. 

In total, 914 community providers signed the grant agreement for the Community Childcare 
Scheme for the 16/17 and 1,320 signed for the Community Childcare Scheme Plus programme.  
Of the 1,320 providers, 494 are community and 826 are private. 

13/07/2017WRDDD00500Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

13/07/2017WRDDD006001128. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on the figures presented by the CSO, which suggest that just 52% of children availed of the 
ECCE scheme during the 12 months prior to being interviewed in Q3 2016; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33975/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
will have noted there are number of qualifications with regard to this figure, particularly, that it 
does not take into account:

-  18% who availed of Scheme in the previous year

-  15% who do not qualify for the scheme within the given timeframe

It is worth noting that the growing up in Ireland survey reported that “95% of children who 
started school in September 2012 had availed of the Free Preschool Year.”  At that time the 
scheme was only available for 38 weeks for children between the ages of 3 years and 2 months 
and 4 years and 7 months.

Notwithstanding this I am concerned to note that a small number of parents stated that they 
were either unaware of the programme or had no access to a local childcare provider.  My De-
partment and the local City/County Childcare Committees are actively working to highlight the 
availability of childcare provision and supports available to parents. 

My Department has been running a multi-faceted information campaign to raise awareness 
amongst childcare providers, parents and the wider sector with regard to the availability of in-
creased childcare subvention taking effect from September 2017.  While not focused on ECCE 
at this time, it provides key resources and contacts for parents to inform themselves with regard 
to childcare including key contacts for the city/county Childcare Committees.

13/07/2017WRDDD00800Family Resource Centres

13/07/2017WRDDD009001129. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of existing family resource centres that are fully operational. [33976/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency has advised that there are currently 108 Family Resource Centres that are 
fully operational.

Tusla values the work of Family Resource Centres (FRCs) and recognises the positive im-
pact of their work in supporting families and local communities. FRCs provide a holistic ser-
vice of child, family and community support and advocacy to all children and families in their 
community.
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13/07/2017WRDDD01100Child and Family Agency Expenditure

13/07/2017WRDDD012001130. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
Tusla spent on community programmes, by county, in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to 
date in 2017; and the spending on family resource centres, school completion and area based 
childhood ABC programmes, broken down by programme. [33977/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can inform 
the Deputy that the following information is a breakdown of funding by the ABC Programme 
showing each county as requested. ABC is a four year time bound prevention and early inter-
vention initiative which is co-funded between my Department and The Atlantic Philanthropies 
for the period of 2013-2017:

ABC Pro-
gramme

ABC Grant to 
31/12/17

Development 
Funding

Total County

Youngballymun €5,635,090 €5,635,090 Dublin
Northside Part-
nership

€3,744,843 €3,744,843 Dublin

Tallaght West 
CDI

€4,926,750 €4,926,750 Dublin

Better Finglas €1,328,927 €1,328,927 Dublin
Clondalkin 
Blueskies Initia-
tive

€1,275,331 €43,969 €1,319,300 Dublin

Ballyfermot 
Partnership

€818,126 €25,686 €843,812 Dublin

DIT Grangegor-
man

€1,055,698 €25,000 €1,080,698 Dublin

NCI Early 
Learning Initia-
tive

€1,516,620 €1,516,620 Dublin

Genesis Pro-
gramme

€1,790,529 €12,850 €1,803,379 Louth

PAUL Partner-
ship

€1,597,653 €21,265 €1,618,918 Limerick

SPECS Bray €838,000 €6,804 €844,804 Wicklow
Young Knock-
naheeny

€1,800,000 €25,000 €1,825,000 Cork

Total Allocation 
to ABC Sites

€26,327,567 €160,574 €26,488,141

With regard to the School Completion Programme, the allocation for each of the years con-
cerned has been €24.76m. Operational responsibility for the programme transferred to Tusla on 
its establishment in 2014.

I have referred the question to Tusla for direct response to the Deputy in relation to the re-
maining elements.  

13/07/2017WRDDD01400Child and Family Agency Funding
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13/07/2017WRDDD015001131. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the level 
of capital funding allocated to Tusla in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in 
comparison to the capital spending outturn by the agency in these years. [33978/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
might note that the following amounts of capital funding were allocated to Tusla for the period 
2014 to 2017.  Included in the table are the amounts drawn down by Tusla in the same period:

Tusla Capital 2014 2015 2016 2017
€m €m €m €m

Allocation 6.841 12.386 16.060 13.560
Outturn 4.846 6.863 16.054 5.685*
* year to date

13/07/2017WRDDD01700Aftercare Services

13/07/2017WRDDD018001132. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
her Department spent on aftercare for children not in foster care or in the direct care of the 
Health Service Executive in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and the number 
of children in this regard. [33979/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As these are 
operational matters, I have asked Tusla – The Child and Family Agency to respond directly to 
the Deputy with the most up-to-date information.

13/07/2017WRDDD02000Child and Family Agency Data

13/07/2017WRDDD021001133. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the stan-
dard payment that Tusla pays private residential care companies for each child in their care 
weekly and annually; if payments are made to these providers on a per child basis or a per bed 
basis; and the average cost to Tusla of providing a care place in State provided care and in a 
voluntary provided care setting. [33980/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD022001134. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of private residential care companies contracted by Tusla to operate in the care system; and 
the number of children in this type of care. [33981/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1133 and 1134 together.

The latest figures from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, indicates that, at the end of 
April 2017, there were 6,291 children in care.  Of these, 356 (6%) were in a residential place-
ment of whom 214 were in a private residential placement.

Latest figures received from Tusla state that there are currently 21 private providers under 
contract with the private placement team.

Tusla have provided the following information in respect of the approximate average week-
ly cost of providing care to a child in a private residential centre, a statutory residential centre 
and a voluntary residential centre.
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Approximate average weekly cost of residential care by care centre type

Centre Type Approx. Average weekly cost
Private Residential Centre €5,000
Statutory Residential Centre €7,538
Voluntary Residential Centre €3,458
A child is placed in a residential setting only when they have an identified need that can 

only be met by this service, or for an intensive assessment or provision of specialist services.  In 
general, these centres are based in domestic style homes in the community, and staffed by social 
care workers to attend to the needs of the child.  Specialist supports are also made available, as 
needed, and many centres have specialist skill-sets and therapeutic modalities. 

13/07/2017WRDDD02500Guardians Ad Litem

13/07/2017WRDDD026001135. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
her Department has spent on guardian ad litem services, broken down by county and provider. 
[33982/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Section 26 of 
the 1991 Child Care Act provides for the appointment of a guardian ad litem in respect of care 
proceedings where a child is not a party to those proceedings and where the court is satisfied 
that it is necessary in the best interests of the child and in the interests of justice to have a guard-
ian ad litem appointed.  Section 26 also obliges Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to pay 
costs (fees, travel and legal representation) incurred by a guardian ad litem in the performance 
of his/her functions.

In 2015, a total of €14.148m was expended on guardian ad litem arrangements i.e. €8.189m 
on guardian ad litem fees and €5.959m on legal representation.  In 2016, a total of €15.222m 
was expended i.e. €8.15m on guardian ad litem   fees and €7.072m on legal representation. 

I have requested further information from Tusla for 2015 and 2016, by county and provider, 
and I will revert to the Deputy once I have been furnished with the Agency’s response.

13/07/2017WRDDD02800Departmental Reviews

13/07/2017WRDDD029001136. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of her Department’s review of the ABC scheme; her views on its effectiveness; her plans to 
continue funding these centres after December 2017; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33983/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Area Based 
Childhood (ABC) Programme is a prevention and early intervention initiative led by my De-
partment.  The Programme commenced in 2013 and was designed as a time-bound co-funding 
arrangement for the period 2013 to 2017 in conjunction with The Atlantic Philanthropies.

The aim of the ABC Programme is to test and evaluate prevention and early intervention 
approaches to improve outcomes for children and families living in 13 areas of disadvantage in 
Dublin and throughout the country.

The Programme is currently being evaluated at a national level, by the Centre for Effective 
Services (CES).  Data is being collected locally, at the area-level so as to assess the success and 
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effectiveness of the totality of the investment across the five broad outcomes of the Programme.

Three national programme outcomes concern the achievement of outcomes for individual 
children and their parents participating in ABC-funded services;

I.   Improved child health and development;

II.  Improved children’s learning;

III. Improved parenting.

The remaining two outcomes are concerned with achieving systems change among service 
providers, focusing on:

I.   Integrated service delivery;

II.  Services embedded in mainstream services.

The national evaluation report will be produced in 2018. However, preliminary findings will 
be identified in the coming months.

A key purpose of the ABC Programme is to identify the learning across the site and transfer 
this learning into existing and established services. In budget 2016, my department secured ad-
ditional funding to extend all of the existing ABC Programme to the end of December 2017.  It 
is the intention of my Department to seek additional funding in this year’s estimates process, to 
extend the ABC Programme to the end of August 2018, to align with the national evaluation.

My Department is working to ensure that we take full account of the learning from all the 
interventions across the 13 ABC sites, and the national evaluation, in order to inform the deliv-
ery of prevention and early intervention initiatives and to achieve our shared goal of improving 
the lives of children and families throughout Ireland.

13/07/2017WRDDD03100Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRDDD032001137. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs the way her Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with 
disabilities during 2017. [34027/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I should inform 
the Deputy at the outset that responsibility for disability services rests with the Minister for 
Health. 

The Department of Justice and Equality leads on the National Disability Inclusion Strat-
egy (NDIS).  The Deputy may be aware that the new NDIS for the period 2017-2020 is to 
be launched later this week and I am strongly supportive of that Strategy.  Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures, the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People includes a 
number of commitments across a range of Government Departments and agencies aimed at im-
proving outcomes for children and young people with disabilities.  I am confident that the key 
actions under each theme and objective of the new NDIS, which will identify the lead Depart-
ment and timeframe for implementation, will deliver on these commitments. 

Under the theme of Joined Up Services, my Department will work with the Department of 
Education and Skills and the HSE to consider how best to facilitate smooth transitions into, 
within and out of education. 
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My Department will take a lead role to under the theme of Education to ensure the full 
implementation of the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM).  AIM is a child-centred model, in-
volving seven levels of progressive support based on the needs of the child and the pre-school 
setting.  Its goal is to empower pre-school providers to deliver an inclusive pre-school experi-
ence, ensuring that every eligible child can fully participate in the ECCE programme and reap 
the benefits of quality early years care and education.  AIM was introduced in June 2016 and 
has provided targeted support to children with a disability in accessing the ECCE programme 
in over 3000 instances since then.  Funding of €32.42m has been provided for AIM in 2017. 

The NDIS also commits to the development and implementation of effective national joint 
working protocols between Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS), disability 
services and education to ensure that children and young people with disabilities can access 
CAMHS services. 

I have previously outlined to the House the work being done by Tusla to improve interagen-
cy working governing children in care and aftercare, and access to disability services.  Tusla 
and the HSE agreed a protocol which will operate to ensure good collaboration between Tusla 
and the HSE.  It will provide clarity for those tasked with ensuring that appropriate services are 
provided by the relevant agency to the children and young people who need them.  Over the 
past year there has been intensive and productive engagement at official and at Ministerial level 
to establish the protocol. 

In relation to  young people transitioning from State care into adult disability services, Tusla 
has agreed to meet the required expenditure outlay for such young people – even though they 
are no longer in the care of the State – until the end of 2017.  Thereafter all such young people, 
and indeed future cohorts of children in State care moving into adult services, will transfer to 
an appropriate HSE-funded service upon turning 18.

My Department operates in accordance with the Disability Act 2005 and the Code of Prac-
tice for the Employment of People with a Disability in the Irish Civil Service to promote and 
support the employment of persons with disabilities.  The Disability Liaison Officer in my 
Department works with staff who have identified a disability to ensure that they are provided 
with all necessary supports to enable them to integrate and work to their full capacity.  The 
Department also has an Access Officer who is responsible for providing or arranging for and co-
ordinating the provision of assistance and guidance to persons with disabilities in accessing the 
Department’s services.  Details of the Access Officer are available on the Department’s website. 

13/07/2017WRDDD03400Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WRDDD035001138. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the in-
vestment by her Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34062/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can inform 
the Deputy that my Department has significant investment across a range of the functions for 
which I have responsibility, all to improve outcomes for children and families in line with our 
National Policy Framework for Children and Young People, Better Outcomes Brighter Futures.  
This includes investment in childcare, family supports, youth programmes and investment in 
services for children and families by Tusla which is funded through the Vote for my Depart-
ment.  Records in relation to expenditure are not generally recorded on a constituency basis or 
from a particular month during a year, so I am not in a position to give the Deputy the exact in-
formation requested.  However, the examples below will illustrate to the Deputy the significant 
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investment by my Department that supports children and families in Louth and Meath.

The most significant area of investment is in the area of childcare - Community Childcare 
Subvention Scheme, ECCE Programme and supports provided to and through the Meath and 
Louth County Childcare Committees - The total spend for the programmes year 2016/2017, are 
€10,232,516.46 for Louth and €15,676,150.78 for Meath  ..

Access and Inclusion Model (AIM)

AIM is a child-centred model, involving seven levels of progressive support based on the 
needs of the child and the preschool setting.

Meath Louth
AIM Level 7 - Additional 
Assistance

€85,279.39 €67,622.75

AIM Level 5 - Equipment, 
Appliances and Minor Al-
terations

€14,724.73 €1,277.77

Total €100,004.12 €68,900.52
Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programme

Under the Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programme, the Genesis Programme (led by Louth 
Leadership Partnership) received funding from DCYA and Atlantic Philanthropies.  The ABC 
Programme is a time bound co-funding arrangement for the period 2013-2017.  The total agreed 
grant allocation for The Genesis Programme (2014- 2017) stands at €1,803,379 including de-
velopment funding of €12,850.  In 2016, the programme received €452,837 in ABC funding.  

Tusla Monies spent on the Family Resources Centres Programme, Community Coun-
selling Grants, and Services for Victims of Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence 
in the Louth Constituency (including parts of East County Meath)

Organisation Location Funding
Connect Family Resource 
Centre

Moneymore, Drogheda, Co. 
Louth

€187,550  (Staff Salaries and 
Counselling Grant)

Counselling Services 
(Dundalk Counselling Ser-
vice)

Dundalk, Co. Louth €211,236 

Community Funding Allo-
cated by the Area Manager

Various Locations €104,950 (Monies Allocated 
by Area Manager)

Domestic, Sexual and Gen-
der Based Violence Services

Various Locations €2,204,000

Play and Recreation

Meath Louth
Capital Grants €7,500
National Play Day €2,350
Information in relation to 
Comhairle na nÓg Develop-
ment Fund

€20,000 €20,000

Total €20,750 €20,2350
Youth Schemes and Allocations related to Counties Louth and Meath for 2016 and 
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2017

My Department administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the 
provision of youth services to young people throughout the country and funding is allocated 
on an annual basis.  The funding allocation for counties Meath and Louth for 2016 and 2017 is 
outlined as follows:

  Special Projects for Youth Scheme (SPY)
Louth 2016 Grant   2017 Grant
Coxes Demesne Youth Proj-
ect, Dundalk

€82,670 €86,803

Craobh Rua Youth Project, 
Dundalk

€82,670 €86,803

Southside Community Youth 
Project, Drogheda

€88,421 €92,842

Total €253,761 €266,448

Projects - Meath 2016 Grant 2017 Grant
Youth Work Ireland - Meath 
Youth Together Project pro-
vides youth club support to 
eleven towns in Co Meath

€88,421 €92,842

Involve - Meath Youth Trav-
eller Project (Navan)

€43,758 €45,946

Total €132,179 €138,788

  Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (YPFSF) 1 and 2
Louth and Meath ETB  2016 Grant 2017 Grant 
(Louth element) Dundalk 
Youth Centre

€62,926 €66,072

  Local Youth Club Grant Scheme
Louth and Meath ETB 2016 Grant 2017 Grant
Louth Meath ETB €80,899 €88,989

  Capital Funding Louth Meath ETB 
Louth Meath ETB  2016 2017
Craobh Rua, Dundalk €50,000 nil

  

Youth Work Function 
2016 2017

Louth Meath ETB  €94,715 €129,640

  Youth Employability Initiative
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2016 2017
Louth Meath ETB €20,150 nil*

*  This scheme did not operate in 2017

  VFMPR Sample Project
2016 2017

Louth Meath ETB - 
Drogheda

€35,272 €100,920

13/07/2017WRDDD03700Early Childhood Care and Education Expenditure

13/07/2017WRDDD038001139. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
the recent Private Members’ debate in Dáil Éireann on child care, her plans to increase pay 
for ECCE year from 38 weeks to 42 weeks in view of the fact her Department requires service 
providers to pay staff for 42 weeks. [34100/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I would note to 
the Deputy that the determination of wage rates, pay and conditions is a matter between each 
individual childcare provider as the respective employer and their staff. 

When introduced, the ECCE scheme provided free-preschool for 38 weeks of the year, the 
38 weeks broadly mirrored the primary school academic year. When ECCE was expanded as 
a result of Budget 2016, it enabled all children to attend ECCE from the age of three, entering 
at one of three entry points after their third birthday, September, January or April, and remain 
there until they started in primary school, with the exception that they could not be more than 5 
years and 6 months when they finished ECCE in June. This followed a recommendation from 
the Expert Group “ Right from the Start”.

Any changes to the current scheme’s duration would require revision of rules around eligi-
bility and enrolment dates and would need to look at issues of capacity with regard to physical 
space, staffing capacities and other associated matters.

13/07/2017WRDDD04000Child Poverty

13/07/2017WRDDD041001140. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
examine service providers in areas of high disadvantage and high deprivation with a view to 
introducing a scheme similar to DEIS in primary and secondary schools. [34101/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In recognition 
of the higher risks and life-long consequences of disadvantage and child poverty, the Govern-
ment set a child-specific poverty target in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: the National 
Policy Framework for Children and Young People 2014-2020 to reduce consistent child pov-
erty by at least two-thirds by 2020.  This figure currently represents 102,000 children.

  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures   is a whole of government policy framework, which 
requires all Departments and Agencies to work collaboratively to improve outcomes for chil-
dren and young people . The Children and Young People’s Policy Consortium, which I chair, 
has responsibility for whole of government implementation, and includes representatives from 
all government Departments and Agencies. 
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The Department of Social Protection has the lead role in coordinating government strategies 
on child poverty and deprivation. It also has lead responsibility for the National Action Plan for 
Social Inclusion and has identified child poverty as a key cross-sectoral priority to be addressed.  
Officials in my Department are working closely with the Department of Social Protection in 
informing the development of this cross-sectoral priority. 

My Department is developing a Single Affordable Childcare Scheme to provide families 
with quality childcare at a cost they can afford.  Budget 2017 provided additional funding for 
the scheme’s development and initial roll-out, to include both a targeted and a universal ele-
ment.  Subsidies will be available for children aged from 6 months up to 15 years and will meet 
families’ full-time and part-time childcare needs, including outside of school hours and during 
school holiday time.  The highest levels of subsidy will be provided to those on low incomes, 
helping families to overcome disadvantage and contribute to a reduction in child poverty.

The Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programme is a prevention and early intervention initia-
tive led by my Department.  The Programme commenced in 2013 and was designed as a time-
bound co-funding arrangement for the period 2013 to 2017 in conjunction with The Atlantic 
Philanthropies.

The aim of the ABC Programme is to test and evaluate prevention and early intervention 
approaches to improve outcomes for children and families living in 13 areas of disadvantage in 
Dublin and throughout the country.

The Programme is currently being evaluated at a national level, by the Centre for Effective 
Services (CES). Data is being collected locally, at the area-level so as to assess the success and 
effectiveness of the totality of the investment across the five broad outcomes of the Programme.

Three national programme outcomes concern the achievement of outcomes for individual 
children and their parents participating in ABC-funded services;

I.   Improved child health and development;

II.  Improved children’s learning;

III. Improved parenting.

The remaining two outcomes are concerned with achieving systems change among service 
providers, focusing on:

I.  Integrated service delivery;

II. Services embedded in mainstream services.

The national evaluation report will be produced in 2018. However, preliminary findings will 
be identified in the coming months and these findings will inform any future considerations 
regarding the development of targeted responses to issues of deprivation and disadvantage.

I and my colleagues in Cabinet are committed to advancing these efforts and actions in our 
collective response to addressing child poverty and disadvantage.

13/07/2017WRDDD04300School Completion Programme

13/07/2017WRDDD044001141. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the first 
and full year cost of restoring the school completion programme to pre-2011 levels. [34165/17]
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13/07/2017WRDDD04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
may be aware, responsibility for the National Educational Welfare Board which included the 
School Completion Programme was transferred to my Department on its establishment in 2011.

Upon the establishment of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency on January 1 2014, opera-
tional responsibility for the School Completion Programme was transferred to the Agency. 

The School Completion Programmes are funded in line with the academic year commenc-
ing in September each year.  The funding available to the School Completion Programme for 
the school year 2017/2018 stands at €24.756m.  An increase in funding of €6.24m per annum 
would be required to bring funding levels back to the pre 2011 funding level which stood at 
€31m.

13/07/2017WRDDD04600Child Care Services Expenditure

13/07/2017WRDDD047001142. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide a detailed breakdown of planned expenditure on the child care measures that will be put 
in place in September 2017. [34166/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): On 11 April, 
I made an announcement that this September a range of measures will be introduced by my 
Department to make childcare more affordable for thousands of families throughout Ireland.  
These include:

-  A new universal subsidy will be available for all children aged between 6 months and 3 
years of age (or until they are eligible for ECCE e.g. 3 years 3 months) in registered childcare.  
This will amount to as much as €80 a month or €1,040 per year for children in full time child-
care.

-  Subsidies provided under existing childcare schemes, specifically the Community Child-
care Subvention (CCS) and Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) Schemes will be in-
creased significantly, in some cases by as much as 50%.

I would note to the Deputy that as these schemes are entirely demand led, any figures can 
only be estimated and would be based on the number of potential beneficiaries and the level of 
service they will avail of.  The estimated number of beneficiaries by scheme is set out in the 
following table for the 17/18 programme year:

Scheme Expected number of beneficiaries
Targeted CCS bands (current) 25,000
Targeted CCS bands (additional) 5,000
TEC (current) 7,000
Universal CCS 33,000
TOTAL 70,000
The cost of these provisions will be within the envelope previously allocated to the Afford-

able Childcare Scheme, a figure of €150m for 2018. 

13/07/2017WRDDD04900Child and Family Agency Data

13/07/2017WRDDD050001143. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
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Parliamentary Question No. 669 of 9 May 2017, the number of whole-time equivalent social 
workers in each of the years 2011 to 2016, and to date in 2017, in tabular form; the whole-time 
equivalent social worker target for these years; and the funding that was allocated for the provi-
sion of these posts for the years in question. [34167/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have asked 
my officials to forward the question to Tusla so that they can correspond with you directly on 
this matter.

13/07/2017WRDDD05200Data Collection

13/07/2017WRDDD053001144. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
she has taken to develop data collection within Tusla and her Department. [34168/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD05400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
collects and disseminates a wide range of data in relation to children and young people. 

From 2011-2016 the National Strategy for Research and Data on Children’s Lives (NSRD-
CL) guided and supported my Department’s approach to the development of data relating to 
children’s lives.  The final implementation report on this strategy will be published later this 
year.  Key actions relevant to data development and collection in my own Department under 
the Strategy include:

-  The publication of biennial State of the Nation’s Children Report (SONC) which presents 
a wide range of disaggregated administrative, survey and Census data on children and on fac-
tors relevant to children’s lives.  The recently published 2016 report is the sixth in this biennial 
series.

-  The development of the Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures (BOBF) Indicator Set (arising 
from a review of national indicator sets on children’s lives).  This indicator set has been devel-
oped by my Department to track the progress of children and young people aged 0-24 across 
the five outcomes outlined in Better Outcomes Brighter Futures (BOBF), the whole of govern-
ment policy on children and young people.  A report on the indicator set, containing over 110 
indicators and related aggregate data, will be published in Autumn 2017.  The development of a 
disaggregated data set for each indicator is also underway and will be published subsequently.

-  My Departments ongoing commitment to and management of the Growing Up in Ireland 
Study: The National Longitudinal Study of Children in Ireland. Since 2006 GUI has been track-
ing the development of almost 20,000 children across two nationally representative cohorts of 
children.  So far over 45 reports have been published by the GUI research team at the ESRI and 
Trinity College Dublin using the GUI data. GUI data is also used frequently by DCYA to inform 
policy development and service provision. 

A dedicated Statistician post has recently been filled within the Research and Evaluation 
Unit of my Department and with a second post to support ongoing data and statistical require-
ments recently sanctioned.  A Departmental data needs analysis is currently under way, the 
results of which will contribute to the development of a proposal and project plan to support 
the implementation of a centralised departmental approach to the storage and management of 
data for monitoring, planning and evaluation purposes.  The information collected will serve 
the following key purposes:

-  Inform the development of a centralised approach to the storage and management of 
DCYA and DCYA relevant data for analytic purposes.
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-  Serve the action from the Open Data Strategy that commits Government Departments to 
conduct an audit of their datasets.

-  Help assess any needs arising following the impending introduction of the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR).

-  Provide information on how DCYA data is positioned in relation to the National Data 
Infrastructure, which involves the use of permanent unique identifiers on public data sources so 
as to enable linkage of data sets. 

This will be the first phase towards fulfilment of Output 33 of the Department’s Statement 
of Strategy, i.e. “a statistical data reporting system developed to support the work of the Depart-
ment and its stakeholders”.  It will also contribute to Government Commitment G57 of BOBF, 
by disaggregating data and indicators “by important demographic characteristics to allow for 
improved evidence-based policy-making, implementation and monitoring, and in the delivery 
of service”.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency has recently announced the establishment of a new 
project, Outcomes for Children, National Data & Information Hub.  Tusla requires optimum 
data management, utilising reliable data tools to ensure effective planning services for children.  
The project will ensure that Tusla can better fulfil its responsibilities by establishing state of the 
art data platforms through which it can plan its services.

The project will involve the building of an interactive area based geo mapping system to 
provide information for policy makers, service providers, Tusla management, practitioners, 
information managers and local communities so that planning and delivery of services are in-
formed by the best available data.  

It is being co funded between my Department and Tusla under the Quality and Capacity 
Building Initiative (QCBI) and is being piloted with eleven Children and Young People’s Ser-
vices Committees (CYPSC) this year, with the aim of rolling it out across all CYPSC areas in 
subsequent years. 

This project is a prime example of collaboration between different statutory bodies and 
stakeholders, and my Department is providing its full support to both Tusla and the CYPSC as 
they continue to improve the well being and outcomes for children in Ireland.

I have referred your question to Tusla to provide information on other steps taken to develop 
data collection within Tusla, for direct reply  

13/07/2017WRDDD05500Child Protection Services Provision

13/07/2017WRDDD056001145. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the procurement process for a training partner for Tusla to implement the CPW strategy. 
[34169/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD05700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My officials 
have enquired with Tusla regarding the procurement process for a training partner for Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency, to implement their Child Protection and Welfare Strategy and I have 
asked Tusla to revert to the Deputy with the details requested.

13/07/2017WRDDD05800Child and Family Agency Staff
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13/07/2017WRDDD059001146. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of children in foster care that have not been allocated a social worker, broken down by prior-
ity level and the number of weeks waiting. [34170/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD060001147. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the aver-
age waiting time for a child to be allocated a social care worker. [34171/17]

13/07/2017WRDDD06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1146 and 1147 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency,  has informed me that, at the end of April 2017,  there 
were 5,810 children in foster care (general and relative).  Of these, 293 (5%) did not have an 
allocated social worker.  It is important to note that if a child has not been allocated a social 
worker, their needs are reviewed regularly by the principal social worker.  Tusla does not col-
late a breakdown of  children in foster care awaiting allocation of a social worker by wait time 
or priority level. 

I can tell the Deputy that  there were 5,948 open cases awaiting allocation nationally at the 
end of April.  An open case is one which is assessed as needing a dedicated (allocated) social 
work service.

Of these, 903 were designated as high priority, 3,607 as medium priority and 1,438 as low 
priority.

The following table displays waiting times for the allocation of a social worker for the  open 
cases awaiting allocation at the end of April 2017:

Table 1 *  

No of open cases by length of time awaiting allocation

&lt;1 week 377
1-2 weeks 307
2-3 weeks 464
3-4 weeks 426
1-2 months 1,082
2-3 months 677
&gt; 3 months 2,615
*Data as per the last day of April 2017. 

Addressing the number of children who are awaiting the allocation of a social worker is a 
priority for me. I secured additional funding for the purpose of addressing this issue in 2017, 
and Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, is now in the second year of a 3-year plan to provide 
for the allocation of a dedicated social worker to all children who need one.  The Deputy should 
note that all urgent and emergency cases notified to Tusla are dealt with immediately.  Urgent 
and emergency cases could involve cases of abandonment, allegations of physical and sexual 
abuse, parental ill health leading to the need for an immediate placement, or threat to the safety 
or life of a child by a third party.

My Department will continue to closely monitor progress in this regard.  I attach a high 
priority to tackling this matter and I will continue to engage directly with the Tusla Board and 
senior management team, over the course of the year,  to review progress.
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13/07/2017WREEE00300Child and Family Agency Services

13/07/2017WREEE004001148. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
children first e-learning module has been made available to those working with children in the 
voluntary and unpaid sector. [34172/17]

13/07/2017WREEE00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Children 
First Act 2015 was signed into law on 19 November 2015.  It is intended that the new legislation 
will operate in tandem with the revised Children First: National Guidance for the Protection 
and Welfare of Children, 2011.  

Tusla are currently developing a range of resources which will assist organisations that 
provide services for children, to meet their obligations under the Children First legislation.  
This includes a comprehensive Children First e-learning training resource which will assist in-
dividuals and organisations identify and comply with their obligations under the Children First 
Guidance and legislation.

The e-learning module will be available on an e-training platform, which, when finalised 
will be universally available in September 2017, including to the voluntary and unpaid sectors.  

13/07/2017WREEE00600Child and Family Agency Staff

13/07/2017WREEE007001149. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla 
has recruited a full-time data protection officer, as per its 2017 business plan. [34173/17]

13/07/2017WREEE00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to advise 
that this is an operational matter for Tusla and my officials have requested that they reply di-
rectly to the Deputy.

13/07/2017WREEE00900Child and Family Agency Services

13/07/2017WREEE010001150. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla 
has published a revised child protection and welfare handbook in line with Children First re-
quirements. [34174/17]

13/07/2017WREEE01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Children 
First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Childrensets out non statutory ob-
ligations in relation to the recognition and reporting of child welfare and protection concerns.  
The Guidance has been in place since 1999 and was last printed in 2011. 

The Child Protection and Welfare Practice Handbook was published in 2011 by the HSE 
as a practice resource to support best practice in frontline child protection and welfare work.  
It is based on the Children First National Guidance and sets out the key issues in the areas of 
recognising abuse, responding to referrals, risk factors, assessment, planning and intervention.  
It is written primarily for social work practitioners, with Sections 1 and 2 dedicated to allied 
professionals and volunteers who work with children and their families.

The Children First National Guidance is currently being revised in preparation for the full 
commencement of the Children First Act 2015, following which Tusla will review and update 
the Practice Handbook as necessary.
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13/07/2017WREEE01200Departmental Funding

13/07/2017WREEE013001151. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
her department assigned in 2016 and to date in 2017 to the hidden harm programme. [34175/17]

13/07/2017WREEE01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla works 
in close collaboration with the HSE across a range of initiatives and services which actively 
promote the physical and mental health and wellbeing of children.  These initiatives include 
involvement with the Hidden Harm project and I have requested Tusla to advise the Deputy 
about the support that the agency provides towards this project.

13/07/2017WREEE01500Child and Family Agency Services

13/07/2017WREEE016001152. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
plans to continue the hidden harm and nurture programmes after the withdrawal of an organisa-
tion (details supplied). [34177/17]

13/07/2017WREEE01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As this is an op-
erational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, I have asked that they respond directly 
to the Deputy with the information requested.

13/07/2017WREEE01800Child Protection Guidelines

13/07/2017WREEE019001153. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the joint protocol between gardaí and Tusla with regard to the Children First guidelines. 
[34178/17]

13/07/2017WREEE02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla and An 
Garda Síochána are the statutory bodies with primary responsibility for child protection and 
welfare.  Joint working between Tusla and An Garda Síochána forms an integral part of the 
child protection and welfare service. 

Chapter Seven of the Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of 
Children  2011 sets out the protocol that is in place for An Garda Síochána/Tusla liaison and 
details how they cooperate and interact in dealing with child welfare and protection concerns. 

My officials are in the process of finalising a revised version of the Children First: National 
Guidance which, it is anticipated, will be published later this year.  In that context the joint 
protocol between An Garda Síochána and Tusla is also being reviewed by the two Agencies.  I 
understand that this is awaiting clearance through the Legal Unit of An Garda Síochána and, 
when finalised, will be available on each of their respective websites.

13/07/2017WREEE02100Child and Family Agency Staff

13/07/2017WREEE022001154. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an ICT 
director has been recruited within Tusla. [34179/17]

13/07/2017WREEE02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has con-
firmed that an ICT Director has been recruited and is currently in post.
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13/07/2017WREEE02400Child and Family Agency

13/07/2017WREEE025001155. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the implementation of Tusla’s ICT strategy. [34180/17]

13/07/2017WREEE02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency developed a draft ICT Strategy in November 2016 that recommended a set 
of options with regard to ICT delivery models and ICT management structures.  In line with 
these recommendations, the Agency has recently appointed an ICT Director with the responsi-
bility to progress the development and implementation of the Tusla ICT Strategy. 

Tusla’s ICT Directorate is currently revising its ICT Strategy in order to take advantage of 
emerging ICT innovations as well as opportunities presented from recent Government digital 
initiatives such as the ‘Build to Share’ programme.  The strategy and associated implementation 
plan is scheduled to be finalised in the coming months.

Tusla’s current ICT focus is on the development of the National Child Care Information 
System (NCCIS), which will ensure that every social work department has a user-friendly tech-
nology solution to record the case history of every child, who is the subject of a child protection 
or welfare concern, from the point of initial referral to case closure. Significant progress has 
been made on the development of NCCIS software and roll out to Tusla areas over the past 12 
months.  Tusla intends to roll out the system nationally between now and mid-2018.

While Tusla currently has a small internal ICT team, it works in conjunction with the Health 
Service Executive (HSE), which provides the majority of its ICT service requirements.  The 
ICT Directorate has worked closely with the HSE, the Office of the Government Chief Informa-
tion Officer (OGCIO) and ICT industry leaders to develop a vision and strategy to transform 
and position ICT in Tusla.  Tusla plans to deliver on the guiding principle of providing services 
which are secure, integrated, innovative and consistent.  The aim throughout is to maintain a 
high quality ICT system that puts children first and serves the needs of all Tusla stakeholders.

13/07/2017WREEE02700Child and Family Agency Services

13/07/2017WREEE028001156. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if it is pos-
sible to access Tusla’s stored centralised procurement database. [34181/17]

13/07/2017WREEE02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since the es-
tablishment of the Agency in 2014, significant improvements have been made in developing its 
capacity in order that it can deliver effectively on its remit.   

 Tusla is reliant on the Health Service Executive (HSE)/Health Business Services (HBS) 
shared service function, which includes the centralised database for procurement information, 
contracts and framework agreements.  In its 2017 Business Plan, Tusla has included a number 
of key priorities in the area of Procurement, one of which will  enable Tusla to have shared 
services access to reports and contracts.

13/07/2017WREEE03000Child and Family Agency Expenditure

13/07/2017WREEE031001157. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
her Department assigned to Tusla for learning and development in 2015 and 2016 and to date in 
2017; and the amount of this funding that was spent in each year. [34182/17]
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13/07/2017WREEE03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As this is an op-
erational matter for Tusla, I have asked that they respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

13/07/2017WREEE03300Child and Family Agency Staff

13/07/2017WREEE034001158. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of full-time posts in Tusla’s employee well-being and welfare unit. [34183/17]

13/07/2017WREEE03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has ad-
vised that there are currently two people employed in the Health and Wellbeing unit.

13/07/2017WREEE03600Question Heading for question(s)  1159

13/07/2017WREEE037001159. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the aver-
age recruitment time for social care workers in 2015 and 2016 and to date in 2017. [34184/17]

13/07/2017WREEE03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have asked 
my officials to forward the question to Tusla so that they can correspond with you directly on 
this matter.

13/07/2017WREEE03900Departmental Expenditure

13/07/2017WREEE040001160. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
Department has made available to child care providers for non-contact time since 2011, broken 
down by year. [34185/17]

13/07/2017WREEE04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The funding 
provided by the Department has always been intended to be sufficient to cater for all of the 
costs associated with the childcare schemes funded, including administrative and “Non-con-
tact” work, or to fund this pro-rata where the Department’s contribution is a part of the total cost 
of care provided.  As such, it is not possible to provide a breakdown of funding paid in respect 
of “non-contact time” prior to 2017.

Notwithstanding the preceding, to take account of the additional administrative burden on 
childcare providers as the result of significant changes to the childcare schemes in 2016-17, in-
cluding the expansion of the ECCE scheme to include three intake points, contractual changes 
and the coming into force of the Childcare Regulations, I provided some €14.5m in 2017 to be 
drawn down as a “non-contact time” payment for providers, equivalent to seven days’ funding.  
I am also proposing an additional once-off payment of up to €3.5m in December in respect of 
the More Affordable Childcare measures being implemented by providers from this September  
. 

13/07/2017WREEE04200Departmental Bodies

13/07/2017WREEE043001161. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of posts on the advisory council for Better Outcomes, Better Futures that are filled by mem-
bers of her Department. [34188/17]

13/07/2017WREEE044001162. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
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ber of times the advisory council for better outcomes, better futures has met since its establish-
ment. [34189/17]

13/07/2017WREEE04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1161 and 1162 together.

The Advisory Council for Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: the National Policy Frame-
work for Children and Young People (2014-2020) is made up of representatives from the com-
munity and voluntary sector, as well as independent experts with experience working with and 
for children and young people. 

The Council is made up of 16 members, and an independent chair.  There are no members 
of my Department on the Council. However, my Department provides administrative support 
for the Council, and a number of my Officials attend Council meetings.

The Advisory Council was established in November 2014.  The Council met six times in 
2015, five times in 2016, and has so far met three times in 2017.  Minutes of Council meetings 
are available on my Department’s website. 

In addition to these regular meetings of the Council, subgroups of the Council have been 
meeting with officials from various departments to progress issues in the Advisory Council’s 
work plan.  This includes prevention and early intervention with Officials from my Department, 
child poverty with Officials from the Department of Social Protection, homelessness with Of-
ficials from the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and edu-
cational inequality with Officials from the Department of Education and Skills.  The Council 
has also met with me on a number of occasions to discuss the impacts which Brexit will have 
on children and young people in Ireland.

More details on the Advisory Council’s work can be found in the annual reports on Better 
Outcomes, Brighter Futures.  The first two reports are available on my Department’s website, 
and the third will be finalised in the coming weeks  .

13/07/2017WREEE04700Living Wage Expenditure

13/07/2017WREEE048001163. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the estimated full year cost of paying ECCE workers the living wage of €11.50 per hour; and 
the estimated cost of paying ECCE workers the living wage of €11.50 per hour for 38, 41 and 
44 weeks of the year, respectively. [34215/17]

13/07/2017WREEE04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
provides standard capitation of €64.50 per week and higher capitation of €75.00 per week for 
childcare places under the ECCE Scheme. Given that it is a matter for each individual employer 
to determine the allocation of staff, resources and ratios (subject to the governing provisions 
with regard to ratios) from this capitation rate, it is not possible to estimate the full cost of pay-
ing all ECCE workers the living wage of €11.50 per hour for 38, 41 and 44 weeks respectively.  

I would also note that the determination of wage rates is a matter between each individual 
childcare provider as the respective employer and their staff.

13/07/2017WREEE05000Departmental Funding

13/07/2017WREEE051001164. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her Depart-
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ment will release the necessary capital funding to help sustain a project (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [34311/17]

13/07/2017WREEE05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The service to 
which the Deputy refers has not made an application for capital funding under the early years 
capital scheme, 2017.  As the deadline for this has now passed, it will not be possible to facili-
tate an application at this stage.  I understand that the service in question is faced with the pros-
pect of closure - I have asked officials to work with the local Childcare Committee and Pobal 
to establish the position and ascertain if any assistance can be rendered to the service, and/or 
if alternative accommodation can be made for children impacted, if this service were to close. 

13/07/2017WREEE05300Child Care Services Funding

13/07/2017WREEE054001165. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason for 
the delay in delivering the funding to six child care projects in County Cork promised by her 
Department six months ago. [34312/17]

13/07/2017WREEE05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Department 
has made €1m in funding available to services that identified themselves as potentially being 
impacted by staff eligibility changes within the 2016 Regulations.  This funding will ensure that 
said regulatory changes do not hinder service delivery or the availability of childcare places. 

The principles, procedures and management of funding provided from public money are set 
out in the Public Spending Code.  The Public Spending Code consolidates and updates exist-
ing appraisal and evaluation requirements and guidelines, with the aim of promoting value for 
money and ensuring the optimal use of limited exchequer resources.  In keeping with these aims 
and in order to avail of the funding specified, each of the participating providers was invited to 
engage in a proscribed and standardised application process.  The Department remains commit-
ted to assessing all complete applications equally, without prejudice to additional communica-
tions or representations made.

As a part of the application process, services were required to furnish the Department with 
certain documentation and information; allowing for an assessment appropriate to the payment 
of any public funds.  Such documentation was designed so as not to add an administrative bur-
den to the Early Years providers.  Additionally, the Department provided a checklist of these 
requirements in order to provide services with further support and clarity regarding the materi-
als necessary to progress their application.  The checklist was distributed by the City/County 
Childcare Committees (CCCs) to early years providers in their respective areas, in respect of 
the issue at hand, this checklist was provided to Cork CCC on 4 April 2017.

The speed of the application and payment process remains dependent on the services in 
question submitting appropriate documentation, as outlined within the checklist of require-
ments.  Furthermore, to ensure the best possible outcome for each service, once the documen-
tation is received it is subsequently reviewed for consistency.  At this stage, if an issue arises 
in terms of the clarity of information provided, additional information may be sought from the 
individual groups through the respective CCC.  Once this has occurred, the Strand B Submis-
sion is finalised.  To date, six services from across the country have fully returned the necessary 
documentation and information in respect of their application for CE Sustainability funding, 
and their Strand B Submissions have been finalised.  Of these six services, the Department has 
approved one and expects to finalise its assessment of the remaining five imminently.  However, 
of the six Cork-based services to have applied for CE sustainability funding, none have fully 
returned the required information and documentation as at time of writing (11/07/2017).  The 
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Department is unable to fairly assess partial applications, and therefore the primary delay in the 
provision of the payment to these services remains the absence of documentation previously 
requested.   

 The Department has delegated the collation of relevant documentation and information in 
respect of the application process to the local CCCs.  Therefore, the first point of contact for any 
further queries on this matter should be with the Cork City Childcare Committee.  However, the 
Department and the CCCs remain available to provide any assistance they can in respect of the 
application process, and will be directly in contact with the services in question with regards to 
re-iterating the requirements of the application process.

The Department views as an ongoing priority both the assessment of completed applications 
and the subsequent payment of providers who have engaged-with and satisfied this assessment 
process.

13/07/2017WREEE05600School Completion Programme

13/07/2017WREEE057001166. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
Department has considered the ramifications for young persons who will no longer receive 
counselling services under the school completion programme; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34414/17]

13/07/2017WREEE05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone):  I am retaining 
the grant in its current form for the present, pending a decision on alternative approaches. 

In 1994 the Department of Social Welfare opened a grant scheme to provide counselling 
supports to children who had experienced bereavement or loss.  This grant scheme then passed 
to the Family Support Agency (FSA) when it was established in 2003 and subsequently to Tusla 
on establishment in January 2014. 

Up until 2011 applications were invited through an annual public advertisement. The scheme 
was then closed for financial reasons and no new applications have been accepted since that 
time.  Those who received funding in 2011 have continued to receive an annual grant equivalent 
to their 2011 grant.  This Counselling Grants Scheme is for a total of €245,900 annually and 
currently there are only 64 grantees nationwide benefitting from it.  With over 4,000 schools 
in Ireland 64 grantees means that less than 2% of schools are in receipt of support from this 
scheme currently.

I have decided that until an alternative methodology for provision of counselling can be es-
tablished, the grant should stay in place in its current format.  Any increase to Tusla Education 
Welfare Service will have to be considered in the context of the estimates process for Budget 
2018.

13/07/2017WRFFF00200Traveller Data

13/07/2017WRFFF003001167. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide figures on school attendance and participation among Traveller children from 
2016/2017 or the latest date available and for all years since 2000. [34511/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised by 
the Educational Welfare Service ( EWS ) of Tusla that they do not gather data specifically on 
school attendance and participation among Traveller children. 
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Schools are obliged to notify Tusla EWS where children are absent in excess of 20 days in 
any school year. This applies to all children attending the school (including Traveller children). 
Similarly, schools make attendance returns on the pupil cohort in their school, however no 
specific ethnic or other groups are identified in these returns, rather the data is inclusive of all 
students attending each school.

13/07/2017WRFFF00500Traveller Education

13/07/2017WRFFF006001168. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ap-
proximate cost of re-introducing the visiting teachers service for Travellers in budget 2018. 
[34512/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised by 
the Education and Welfare Service of Tusla that in line with Department of Education and Skills 
policy on the phasing out of segregated Traveller provision, the Visiting Teachers Service for 
Travellers was discontinued with effect from September 2011. 

The Department of Education and Skills advised the funding costs for the final full year of 
the programme in 2010 was €2,716,737.

13/07/2017WRFFF00800School Attendance Data

13/07/2017WRFFF009001169. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her De-
partment has undertaken studies of school attendance and participation among children living 
in homeless households; if so, if she will provide figures on school attendance and participation; 
if not, the reason therefore; and if she will establish such a study. [34513/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised by 
the Education and Welfare Service  ( EWS ) of Tusla, that they do not gather national or region-
al data specifically on school attendance and participation among children experiencing home-
lessness. For many children in temporary accommodation school attendance is maintained, 
particularly if the family is accommodated close to where the children currently attend school. 

Where school attendance becomes a concern referrals are made to Tusla EWS by schools. In 
these cases Tusla EWS works with the family to support attendance in the child’s current school 
or assists the family to get an appropriate school place close to their temporary accommodation.

Studying school attendance and participation of children living in homelessness would be 
challenging. In many cases families experiencing homelessness maintain their children’s school 
attendance and don’t inform school authorities that the family is experiencing homelessness. 
Sharing this information with schools is at the discretion of each family. 

13/07/2017WRFFF01100Family Resource Centres

13/07/2017WRFFF012001170. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when she 
plans to accept applications from communities seeking funding for resource centres. [34666/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, administers the Family Resource Centre (FRC) Programme.  As the FRC 
Programme is managed by Tusla, it is a matter for that organisation to make decisions regarding 
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the inclusion or non-inclusion of Family Resource Centres to the programme. My Department 
has no role in accepting applications from any persons who wish to receive funding for the 
establishment of such a Centre.

It is my understanding that Tusla is currently undertaking an assessment of the distribution 
of services, including Family Resource Centres, around the country in order to gauge the best 
possible use of its budget. Applications to the Family Resource Programme can be made at any 
point. Decisions regarding funding and the use of Tusla’s budget is an operational matter for 
Tusla.

13/07/2017WRFFF01400National Youth Strategy

13/07/2017WRFFF015001171. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the LGBT youth strategy; the timeline for completion; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [34691/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Programme 
for Government (2016) gives a commitment to develop a National LGBTI+ Youth Strategy. A 
specific focus on LGBTI+ Youth will aim to ensure that appropriate measures are taken so that 
young members of the LGBTI+ Community are not in any way prevented from achieving their 
full potential. 

Better Outcomes Brighter Futures, The National Policy Framework for Children and Young 
People 2014 – 2020 and The National Youth Strategy 2015 - 2020 will provide a framework 
within which the strategy can be structured with a focus on appropriate measures to ensure that 
young people identifying as LGBTI+ are supported in achieving their full potential. 

The five outcomes we want for all our children and young people are that they: 

(i)    Are active and healthy, with positive physical and mental wellbeing;

(ii)   Are achieving their full potential in all areas of learning and development;

(iii)  Are safe and protected from harm;

(iv)  Have economic security and opportunity; and

(v)   Are connected, respected and contributing to their world.

An Oversight Committee was appointed to manage the development of the strategy and rep-
resents a broad cross sectorial grouping of relevant organisations, bodies and Government De-
partment/ Agencies who will have a role in the development and implementation of the strategy. 

The Strategy will be youth centred and in this regard a youth advisory group has also been 
established. They have had significant input into the work done so far, particularly in relation 
to developing the branding for the Strategy and the consultations which were held for young 
people. The youth advisory group are also represented on the Oversight Committee, providing 
two nominees to the Committee.

Consultations with young people are vital to the development of the Strategy. An online 
survey on www.spunout.ie   was carried out in April and May which attracted approximately 
4,000 responses. In addition to this, officials from my Department held seven consultations with 
young people across the country, one aimed at all young people who wished to contribute to the 
development of the Strategy and six reserved for young members of the LGBTI+ Community. 
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Two of these consultations were held in Dublin with the others taking place in Cork, 
Dundalk, Galway, Sligo and Waterford. A report writer was appointed for these consultations 
and the report will be published in the coming weeks. Finally a stakeholder consultation was 
held on June 28th in Farmleigh House, which was attended by representatives from approxi-
mately seventy different organisations.

The data arising from these consultations will be used to shape the development of the Strat-
egy and identify priorities for the Oversight Committee to examine in the coming months.  The 
Strategy will be completed by the end of 2017.

13/07/2017WRFFF01700Area Based Childhood Programme

13/07/2017WRFFF018001172. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the operation of the area based childhood programme; the projects awarded funding under 
this scheme, by amount awarded and county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34695/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Area Based 
Childhood (ABC) Programme is a joint prevention and early intervention initiative, led by the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) in conjunction with The Atlantic Philanthro-
pies (Atlantic). The ABC Programme commenced in 2013 and was designed as a time-bound, 
co-funding agreement in the amount of €29.7 million to 2017. In late 2016, my Department 
secured additional funding to ensure that all 13 existing ABC sites are to remain in contract to 
the end of December 2017. Addendums to contracts have been issued to sites to facilitate these 
extensions.

There are 13 sites across Ireland participating in the ABC Programme. Eight of these are 
based in Dublin: CDI Tallaght, Preparing for Life; Youngballymun, Clondalkin Blueskies 
Initiative, Better Finglas, Dublin Docklands and East Inner City (NCI); Grangegorman and 
Ballyfermot. The remaining five sites are located in Cork; Louth; Wicklow, Limerick and the 
Midlands (Laois/Offaly and Longford/Westmeath). The Midlands ABC Programme is funded 
through the Northside Partnership/Preparing for Life programme. 

The table below shows the total agreed grant allocations under the ABC Programme to the 
end of December 2017. All sites are currently in contract and are operating according to their 
agreed budgets for 2017.  

It is the intention of my Department to seek additional funding in this year’s estimates 
process, to extend the ABC Programme to the end of August 2018. This extension brings the 
existing programme closer in line with the expected timeline for delivery of the national evalu-
ation report in 2018. We will utilise the learning from the programme and the findings from the 
national evaluation to inform the design of prevention and early intervention initiatives that 
comprehend the Programme for Government Commitments, in order to achieve our shared goal 
of improving the lives of children and families throughout Ireland.

13/07/2017WRFFF02000Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRFFF021001173. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 1934 of 20 June 2017, the number of former Members who ap-
plied for board positions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34848/17]
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13/07/2017WRFFF02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can inform 
the Deputy that I do not have this information. Applications for State Board positions are made 
through the Public Appointments Service.

13/07/2017WRFFF02300Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

13/07/2017WRFFF024001174. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Social Protection her proposed 
changes to the qualifying criteria for a community employment scheme, in particular for per-
sons wishing to roll over to a second year and so on; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33633/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  Following the publication 
of my Department’s Report - An Analysis of the Community Employment Programme -ear-
lier in the year,   the Government approved a number of changes to the terms and conditions 
around participation on Community Employment (CE).  The main purpose of these changes 
is to broaden the availability of CE to a greater number of people on the live register, to stan-
dardise eligibility and other conditions regarding the length of time a person can participate on 
the programme and to promote progression outcomes.

The changes will see the general qualifying age for CE, for those on the live register, reduced 
from 25 to 21 years. It will also now be easier for previous participants who have exhausted 
their CE entitlement to requalify, as participation prior to the year 2007 will be disregarded. 
While participants between 21 and 55 years can avail of one year on the programme, this can 
be extended on approval by the Department by up to 2 more years, if they are working towards 
a major award/industry recognised equivalent to support their progression to employment.  CE 
participants age 55 and over can now avail of up to 3 consecutive years on a scheme. 

All participants will be given access to training and development and supported with ad-
dressing any barriers to employment they may have so as to enhance and maximise their pro-
gression opportunities. 

There will be an overall lifetime limit of 6 years from 2007 (or 7 years if on a disability 
payment). 

Following consultation workshops with CE stakeholders throughout the country during 
May and early June, these changes came into effect from Monday 3rd July 2017. 

Further changes which will be progressed over the coming months include the roll-out of 
the ‘two strand approach’ of activation and social inclusion in terms of how CE places are cat-
egorised.  In addition, a review of the participation of older people on schemes is being under-
taken which I expect will be completed by the early autumn.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFFF02600Child Poverty

13/07/2017WRFFF027001175. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the percentage of 
children under 18 years of age who live in consistent poverty. [34186/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF028001176. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the percentage of 
children under 18 years of age who live in consistent poverty before social transfers. [34187/17]



13 July 2017

709

13/07/2017WRFFF02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1175 and 1176 together. It is proposed to take Questions 1175 & 1176 together

The latest CSO Survey on Income and Living Conditions (SILC) results for 2015 show that 
the consistent poverty rate for children was 11.5% in 2015, or 139,000 children.  This compared 
to a rate of 12.7%, or 152,000 children, the year before. The 2015 results show that consistent 
poverty among children fell by 1.2 percentage points in 2015, equating to a fall of 13,000 on 
the child poverty target. 

These figures relate to the situation after the impact of social transfers is taken into account. 
The Central Statistics Office does not report the percentage of children under 18 years of age 
that live in consistent poverty before social transfers.

The Government set a child poverty target in 2014 in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: the 
national policy framework for children and young people 2014-2020 (BOBF).  The target was 
to reduce the number of children in consistent poverty by over 70,000 between 2011 and 2020.  
From the revised outcome for 2015, meeting this target would now require lifting over 102,000 
children out of consistent poverty by 2020. 

In support of the child poverty target in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures, the Govern-
ment is implementing a whole-of-government approach to tackling child poverty, building on 
the life-cycle approach adopted in the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion, 2007-2016.    
A range of government departments and other stakeholders are involved in implementing this 
approach.

13/07/2017WRFFF03100Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

13/07/2017WRFFF032001177. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
move the means-test requirement for households in which a mature student wishes to return to 
education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34308/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Back to Education Allow-
ance (BTEA) is an educational opportunities scheme for persons in receipt of certain qualifying 
social welfare payments wishing to pursue second or third-level courses of education in order 
to improve their employment prospects.  

Entitlement to BTEA is conditional on having on-going entitlement to the qualifying scheme 
payment.  The BTEA scheme has been amended in recent years to ensure that the conditions 
are in line with the qualifying payment. BTEA participants with eligibility based on jobseekers, 
transitional jobseekers or one parent family payments who engage in part-time work will be as-
sessed in accordance with their primary payment.  This measure ensures that only participants 
who continue to satisfy the means test of their primary payment will continue to receive income 
support under the BTEA and that resources are directed at those most in need of assistance.

The BTEA was never intended to be an alternative form of funding for people entering or re-
entering the third-level education system.  The student universal support Ireland (SUSI) grant, 
payable by the Department of Education and Skills, represents the primary support for persons 
pursuing education. 

A new €500 annual Cost of Education Allowance will be made available to BTEA  partici-
pants with children from the next academic year in September. This will help parents, including 
lone parents, to return to education. Additionally the age-related payments will no longer ap-
ply to participants of the BTEA and, as a result, students who have a reduced payment on their 
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primary scheme payment will now benefit from the maximum rate of payment from the new 
academic year.

Overall, the priority for my Department is that the BTEA scheme will be focused, targeted 
and suitable for the needs of jobseekers and on the future skills needs of the economy.  It is only 
in that context that changes to BTEA will be considered. I have no plans to change the current 
rules for the Allowance. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFFF03400Disability Activation Projects

13/07/2017WRFFF035001178. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection the types of job 
schemes that are available to young persons with learning disabilities and mental health issues; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34409/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF03600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
My Department does not fund programmes that are specifically targeted at young people with 
learning disabilities and mental health issues.  However, those aged 18 years or over who are 
currently in receipt of any of the following payments from the Department of Social Protec-
tion (DSP) - Disability Allowance, Blind Pension, Invalidity Pension or Illness Benefit (for 6 
months or more.), may participate in the Community Employment programme.   

Community Employment is an employment programme which helps long-term unemployed 
people to re-enter the active workforce through a return to work routine. The programme assists 
them to enhance and develop both their technical and personal skills with a view to securing 
employment in the open labour market.

In addition, the First Steps programme is available to recipients of Disability Allowance and 
Blind Pension as part of the EU Youth Guarantee and offers a young person aged 18 to 24, who 
has had little or no experience of working, the opportunity to learn basic work skills and social 
skills while on a placement in a real work situation.

Further details of these schemes can be obtained from my Department through its Intreo 
service.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFFF03700Job Creation

13/07/2017WRFFF038001179. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to address 
the unemployment blackspots in County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34416/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Government policy to reduce 
unemployment is twofold. First, through policies set out in the Action Plan for Jobs, to create 
an environment in which business can succeed and create jobs; and second, through Pathways 
to Work to ensure that as many of these new jobs and other vacancies that arise in our economy 
are filled by people taken from the Live Register.

The Pathways to Work 2016-2020 strategy continues to prioritise actions for the newly un-
employed and also includes a range of measures for the long-term unemployed. This includes 
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the payment-by-results services of JobPath to engage more systematically with the long-term 
unemployed; providing targeted wage subsidies under JobsPlus; and reserved places for long-
term unemployed jobseekers on employment and training programmes. 

The unemployment rate in the South East is still relatively high at 9.3% (Q1 2017) as com-
pared with the national average of 6.7%; data on the official unemployment rate are not avail-
able at the sub-regional level. In relation to ‘blackspots’ with a high concentration of unemploy-
ment, as identified in the Census, it is important to recognise that DSP services through Intreo 
are focused on unemployed individuals rather than on areas. This means, nonetheless, that those 
areas where unemployed individuals are most concentrated will also be the areas that receive a 
greater share of DSP income support payments and activation and employment services. 

The Action Plan for Jobs 2017 includes actions aimed at stimulating regional growth, in-
cluding the progression, monitoring and support of the eight Regional Action Plans for Jobs, 
which through public and private sector collaboration seek to build on existing strengths and 
assets and identify opportunities within each region, and realise the national Action Plan’s re-
gional employment targets. 

The South East Action Plan for Jobs is the key policy response for supporting employment 
growth in the South East region.

The Key Targets for the SE RAPJ are as follows:

-  Increase employment in the region by 10%-15% over the period to 2020. This will see the 
creation of 25,000 new jobs in the region.

-  Increase the number of IDA investments in the region by 30-40% up to 2019. This will 
result in a minimum of 44 additional projects for the region by 2019.

-  Achieve an increase of at least 25% in the number of start-ups in the region, and a 25% 
improvement in the survival rate of new businesses.

-  Increase jobs in export-led sectors by 20% across the region by 2020.

-  Increase the value of agri-food exports by 85% by 2025.

-  Develop the South East as a key destination as part of Ireland’s Ancient East experiences, 
to achieve a target to grow overseas tourism numbers by an extra 300,000 with 5,000 associated 
jobs being created.

-  Establishing a new Regional Skills Forum to ensure closer collaboration between em-
ployers and the education system in identifying and meeting the skills needs of the region and 
promoting the range of roles and career paths available in the region.

-  Developing Smart Specialisms as new sources of growth in the South East, in particular 
where the region has both a research base and an enterprise base that can exploit emerging 
technologies from that research.

Progress Reports on the SE RAPJ are being published twice yearly.

-  The first progress report for the South East Region was published last December and the 
second Report was published on 26 June. Both reports show that good progress is being made 
in the implementation of the Action Plan.

-  As a result of a focused collaborative approach and a range of reforms delivered in the 
region over recent years, the unemployment rate in the South East has fallen from 12.8% in 
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2015 to 9.3% by Q1 2017.

-  12,400 jobs were created in the South East from the start of 2015 to Q1 2017.

I am confident that the range of measures outlined, and continuing economic recovery, will 
support further reductions in unemployment both nationally, regionally, and in the blackspot 
areas.

13/07/2017WRFFF04000JobsIreland Service

13/07/2017WRFFF041001180. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the roll-
out of the State’s job matching service, jobsIreland.ie; the reason the launch date was delayed 
due to technical issues in 2016 forcing employers to re register for the service; the number of 
complaints received to date about the site; the costs associated with setting up and maintaining 
the website; and her plans to review the tender process relating to the website [34714/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Jobsireland.ie is a web service 
that enables employers to post job opportunities and jobseekers to search and apply for these 
opportunities online.

Employers are vital to the continuing recovery of the Irish economy and they are important 
customers of my Department.  Private sector companies offer online vacancy services, but at a 
cost.  My Department’s service is fee-free and supports employers to find suitable candidates 
across a wide range of industry sectors.  Unlike commercial services, JobsIreland is integrat-
ed with the European-wide EURES service and is also used to support public employment 
schemes, such as Community Employment.

The new JobsIreland also represents a key step in the ongoing development of the State’s 
Intreo employment service.  The service greatly improves the ability of employers and jobseek-
ers to offer and find employment using the latest technology in a cost effective manner.  It is 
also being integrated with the Department’s Intreo service and will be of benefit to case workers 
as they support jobseekers in their efforts to find employment.  A JobsIreland service has been 
available since the 1990s and was originally provided on a website operated by FÁS.  When 
my Department took over responsibility for the public employment service it was clear that the 
website did not provide the range of functionality offered by public employment services in 
other European countries.

For example, while the old website enabled jobseekers to search for job opportunities based 
on job type, location and salary, employers could not search for suitable jobseekers - they had 
to rely on candidates finding and applying for the jobs that they were offering from among the 
many thousands hosted on the website.  In effect, it operated as an online ‘notice board’ rather 
than an online recruitment tool.  In addition, the site itself operated on old technology which 
was obsolescent.

Accordingly the Department decided to tender for the provision of a new multi-functional 
service.  Tendering procedures were fully compliant with Public Procurement Guidelines. Fol-
lowing an open procurement process via etenders and OJEU, conducted in compliance with 
public procurement guidelines, the Department selected an Irish vendor to design, build and 
operate the service.  The contract was awarded on the basis of the most economically advanta-
geous tender submitted in response to the requirements set out in the Request for Tender, for a 
fee of €3.36m to be paid over an initial period of five and a half years to the end of 2021 with 
an option to extend the contract at the end of this period at a reduced rate.  My Department is 
satisfied that it represented the best value for money and entered into a contract with BDO on 
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the 18th September 2015.

The new service enables employers and jobseekers to search for each other using competen-
cies and skillsets as well as the traditional job type classifications.  It also operates in the back-
ground to automatically match candidate CVs to job specifications posted by employers and 
notify both the candidates and the employers when a match is found. Employers and candidates 
can communicate with each other using system messaging.

It was intended that the first phase of the enhanced JobsIreland service would be introduced 
on 18th July 2016.  As preparation for the switchover, the old service had to be suspended - to 
facilitate, among other things, the migration of data to the new system.  During this time some 
user access and system performance issues were identified and it was considered prudent to un-
dertake remedial work so as to mitigate the risk of problems appearing in the live environment.  
The start date for the new service was therefore deferred to 28th July 2016. 

Regrettably, this meant that the service was offline for a short period. During that time, 
employers who wished to post job advertisements were asked to contact staff in the National 
Contact Centre, who took details from them to facilitate publication as soon as the new service 
went live.

Some employers didn’t understand why they had to re-register as users on the new site when 
they were already registered on the old site.  Re-registration on the new site was necessary to 
ensure that an employer could avail of the full service offered by the website.  Previously the 
old system captured very ‘light’ employer details (essentially name and address).  Additional 
information is required in order to validate jobs and employers as real jobs/employers and 
to match employers with potential candidates, including, for example, industry sector, Com-
pany Registration Office and VAT registration numbers.  This also provided the opportunity 
to refresh the employer register and eliminate duplicate entries that have built up over the past 
twenty years.  Similarly job details and skill/competency requirements have to be specified in 
greater detail if job and candidate matching is to be effective.  

My Department worked to minimise the impact of the registration process.  In cases where 
an employer had a live vacancy advertised on the old system, officials contacted them and made 
arrangements to have them registered in order for that vacancy to transfer and be successfully 
associated with the new, more complete entry.  

The service is being implemented on phased basis which means that there has been some 
service disruption - implementation of a complex new website in a live environment will inevi-
tably lead to some service disruption.  The phased implementation is designed to enable new 
features to be added while minimising disruption. 

Notwithstanding that the level of disruption experienced during the implementation of the 
new service was greater than anticipated, particularly during the July – November period of 
2016, the Department is satisfied that the system is now operating satisfactorily and is providing 
a much broader and relevant set of functionality to users than was available on the old system.  
The improved performance is reflected in the fact that there are now over 10,000 jobs advertised 
on the site – this is the highest level recorded in recent years.

The price and payment schedule for the service has been adjusted to reflect the initial dif-
ficulties experienced and the vendor has agreed to extend the service period to compensate for 
the delays that resulted from these service issues.

My Department has a National Contact Centre which provides employers and jobseekers 
who use the JobsIreland website with information, advice and support.  Anyone needing assis-
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tance can contact the Centre by email at jobsireland@welfare.ie or by phone on 1890 800 024 
(between 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Friday). 

At the time of the site launch in Summer 2016, many customers experienced difficulty in 
accessing the service; the level of customer enquiries and complaints increased significantly in 
August 2016 and remained high for the rest of the year, averaging 200 per week.  Additional 
staff was assigned to manage this level of enquiry and to support users in accessing the JobsIre-
land service.  From December 2016 the number of customer enquiries, including complaints, 
has reduced significantly and has averaged 20 per week for the year to date.  This level of query 
is not considered excessive for a service that is hosting 10,000 job vacancies.  There have been 
8 official complaints.

13/07/2017WRFFF04300Social Welfare Fraud

13/07/2017WRFFF044001181. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on reports 
of bogus self-employment (details supplied); and if her Department commissioned a report or 
instigated analysis of the issues at play. [34715/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Bogus self-employment is gen-
erally taken to refer to the deliberate misclassification of employment status in order to evade 
income tax and PRSI.  Where evidence of non-compliance or deliberate misclassification of 
employment status is detected, it is addressed as part of normal enforcement of the income tax 
and social welfare codes by the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Social Pro-
tection. In addition, where details of specific cases are supplied to the Department, the Scope 
insurability section will investigate and determine the employment status of the persons con-
cerned in line with legislation and the Code of practice for determining employment or self-
employment of individuals.   My Department adjudicates in the region of 1,000 insurability 
decisions every year. 

An interdepartmental working group, comprising officials from the Department of Social 
Protection, the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners, has been examining 
the emergence of new forms of employment arrangements, which are sometimes called ‘dis-
guised employment’. These includes arrangements i) where an individual, who would other-
wise be an employee, establishes a company to provide their services employment and ii) where 
an individual, who is dependent on and under the control of a single employer in the same man-
ner as an employee, is classified as self-employed. 

The working group sought the views of interested parties and stakeholders through a pub-
lic consultation. The consultation received 23 submissions from interested parties, including 
employers, trade unions, professional bodies and individuals.  The working group is preparing 
a report which will present the views of these organisations and individuals, together with an 
analysis of the issues arising.  I understand that the working group is currently finalising the 
report.

I look forward to seeing the report and I will then consider, along with my colleague the 
Minister for Finance, what changes, if any, might be required.

13/07/2017WRFFF04600Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRFFF047001182. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
domiciliary care allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [33586/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals 
Officer who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this case. 

Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be 
informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFFF04900Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRFFF050001183. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of 
a claim for FIS by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33593/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The person concerned made an 
application for Family Income Supplement (FIS) on 27th   March 2017. At the time of appli-
cation, the person concerned had a One Parent Family Payment (OFP) claim pending and FIS 
could not proceed with assessment until a decision was made on the OFP claim.

OFP was awarded to the claimant on 6th   April 2017 and the Deciding Officer (DO) pro-
ceeded with assessment of the FIS application. During the FIS assessment, it was noted by the 
DO that the applicant provided one payslip with the application. However, FIS could not be 
awarded to the person concerned as the information on the payslip indicated the applicant may 
not have worked the required number of hours in order to qualify. 

The DO wrote to the customer on 6th   April 2017 and requested all payslips for February 
and March 2017 in order to get a more accurate account of the claimant’s work pattern.

The person concerned forwarded 5 payslips dating from 30th April 2017 to 11th June 2017 
on 16th   June 2017 which was not the requested information from the DO. However, the DO 
accepted the information from the applicant and proceeded with a further assessment of the FIS 
claim. 

On 21st June 2017, FIS was refused to the person concerned as the number of hours worked 
were less than 38 hours per fortnight as per the Gross to Date (GTD) figures on the payslip of 
4th   June 2017. 

The DO has now requested a schedule of hours or all payslips from January 2017 to date 
from the person concerned and when this information is received, a review of the claimant’s 
FIS will take place without delay.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFFF05200Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRFFF053001184. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a domi-
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ciliary care application by a person (details supplied). [33635/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF05400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Department is currently experiencing delays in the processing of Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance (DCA) claims.  We are extremely sorry for any worry or concern this may cause to parents/
guardians of children with additional care needs.  At present it is taking 20 weeks on average to 
finalise an application.  Applications are processed in date of receipt order.  There are a number 
of factors that have contributed to the extended time required to process claims;

First, there is a significant increase in the volume of applications being received.  The num-
bers applying for DCA have increased significantly since 2009, when the Department took over 
administration of the scheme from the HSE.  The year on year increase in volumes over recent 
years has consistently been in the 15-20% range due to an increase in population and more 
awareness of the scheme.  Over 1,000 claims were received in May, along with a further 700 in 
June; whereas the average would have been 400 per month a few years ago.

Secondly, following a High Court ruling in 2016, there is now a need for the Department’s 
medical assessors to provide the deciding officer with a more detailed opinion on the child’s 
eligibility for the scheme and for the deciding officer in turn to provide more detailed reasons 
for their decision when communicating this to the customer.  These factors have resulted in the 
time taken to finalise applications increasing significantly and as a result the numbers being 
processed have reduced and the timescale to finalise each application has increased.

Corrective actions are being taken, with additional deciding officers assigned to work on the 
scheme. Once these deciding officers become fully operational, the increase in claim processing 
capacity should allow for an improvement in processing times.

An application for DCA was received from this gentleman on the 17th of February 2017.  
The application will be considered by a Deciding Officer and the decision notified to him as 
soon as possible. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFFF05500Invalidity Pension Applications

13/07/2017WRFFF056001185. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33684/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF05700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions. 

The Department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on the 22 May 2017.  
A Deciding Officer of the Department wrote to him on the 11 July 2017 requesting confirmation 
of the date he ceased work.  His claim will be finalised as quickly as possible on receipt of the 
requested information. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRFFF05800Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications
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13/07/2017WRFFF059001186. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
appeal for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33689/17]

13/07/2017WRFFF06000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 
25th   April 2017.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Social Protection.  These papers have been received in the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG00200JobPath Data

13/07/2017WRGGG003001187. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons who gained employment in County Tipperary following referral to the Turas Nua scheme 
since the scheme was introduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33693/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As the Deputy will be aware, 
JobPath is an employment activation service that supports people who are long-term unem-
ployed and those most at risk of becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain paid 
employment.  

The JobPath service commenced operations in Tipperary in October 2015.  To date, almost 
4,500 people have commenced their engagement period with the service in Tipperary. 

In relation to the number of participants to find employment, it is important to note that job-
seekers may be supported through the service for up to 30 months - under the service jobseek-
ers have access to a personal adviser (PA) who works with them over two phases.  During the 
first phase, of 12 months duration, the PA provides practical assistance in searching, preparing 
for, securing and sustaining employment.  The second phase starts if the jobseeker is successful 
in finding work.  During this phase the PA continues to work with the jobseeker for a further 
period of at least three months, and up to 12 months.  In addition to the two phases jobseekers 
may also undertake training while with the service and this may extend the period the jobseeker 
is supported through the service for up to a further 6 months.

It will therefore take time to accumulate a sufficient number of clients (who have completed 
their engagement period with the service) for complete and robust outcome data to be available.  
With this in mind, it is intended that an econometric evaluation of the service will commence 
at the end of 2017.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG00500Registration of Births

13/07/2017WRGGG006001188. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review a 
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case (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33804/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The case referred to by the 
Deputy concerns the registration of a birth.  The General Registry (GRO) comes within the 
remit of my Department.  The Registrar General (An tÁrd Chlaraitheoir) has specific statutory 
functions in this regard. Responsibility for local registration services is assigned to the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) for the administration of the system of civil registration in the State 
which is done through the Superintendent Registrars and Registrars each registration area.

I understand that in this case the position is as follows;

The birth in question occurred on 2 June 2017.  Section 30 of the Civil Registration Act 
2004, as amended, provides that the chief officer of the hospital or other institution in which a 
child is born shall notify the Superintendent Registrar of the occurrence of births in the hospital 
or institution.  In this case, the notification was received by the Superintendent Registrar on 5 
July 2017.  Section 30 does not specify any time limit for the notification of births by a hospital.  
I understand that local registrar will shortly be in touch with the mother asking her to contact the 
office to make an appointment to attend at the registrar’s office to register the birth of her child.

In terms of providing financial assistance, the Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) 
scheme in my Department can make a single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet 
essential, once-off expenditure or an urgent needs payment (UNP) to people who would not 
normally qualify for SWA but who have an urgent need which they cannot meet from their own 
resources where no alternative is available. 

Any persons who consider that they have an entitlement to an ENP or UNP should contact 
the Community Welfare Service of the Department at their local Intreo centre.

13/07/2017WRGGG00800Social Welfare Benefits

13/07/2017WRGGG009001189. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to address 
the current qualifying criteria for the widowed surviving civil partner parent grant; her further 
plans to extend this grant to children of long-term cohabiting parents; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33845/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Widowed or Surviving 
Civil Partner Grant is a once-off payment to widows, widowers or surviving civil partners with 
dependent children.

This grant is available to widows, widowers or surviving civil partners who have one or 
more dependent children living with them at the time of death; or a widow or surviving civil 
partner whose child is born within 10 months of the date of death of her spouse or civil partner.

In order to qualify for the grant, a person must satisfy certain social insurance conditions 
and be a widow, widower or (since 1 January 2011) a surviving civil partner, and not be in a 
cohabiting relationship.  The contributions must have been paid on one of the spouse/civil part-
ners’ social insurance records and all must have been made before the death of the spouse/civil 
partner.

The legal context governing relationships such as marriage is broader than the social protec-
tion system.  Where that context changes, the social welfare code is examined for appropriate 
changes, e.g., the scheme was introduced for widows on 1st January 1936; it was extended to 
widowers on 28th October 1994 in light of gender equality issues that had not been considered 
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in the 1930s; and extended to surviving civil partners from 1st January 2011 following the in-
troduction of civil partnership.

Entering into a marriage or civil partnership is a legal act, which confers both rights and 
obligations on both parties, which do not exist in a legal sense between co-habiting couples.  
Widows, widowers and surviving civil partners, who become bereaved, therefore, in addition 
to their personal loss, also lose someone who had legal duties towards them.  In some cases 
those legal duties were, in part, financial in nature, and the social welfare code recognises that 
potential loss by providing a pension to them, subject to certain conditions. 

At this time, there are no plans to extend the eligibility for the scheme.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG01100Family Income Supplement Eligibility

13/07/2017WRGGG012001190. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person’s 
mortgage repayments are taken into account when calculating a person’s allowance entitle-
ment as part of the family income supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33907/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): One of the qualifying condi-
tions for Family Income Supplement (FIS) is that the weekly family income must be less than 
a set limit for their family size. 

Weekly Family Income is the amount of all income received in a week by a family.  Ex-
amples of family income are earnings, social welfare payments, maintenance payments, income 
from self-employment, rental income, farm income or any contribution to your household from 
an ex-spouse, ex-civil partner, ex-cohabitant or the parent(s) of any of your children.

Social Welfare legislation does not allow for the disregard from weekly family income of 
expenditure on capital improvements or paying the mortgage(s) on your primary or secondary 
residences, management fees or expenditure on weekly groceries.

However, unlike other Social Welfare schemes which are Means-Tested, FIS is an income 
supplement and is an income-tested scheme.

Capital assessments are not carried out.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG01400Exceptional Needs Payment Appeals

13/07/2017WRGGG015001191. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (de-
tails supplied) can appeal a decision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34023/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The person concerned made 
an application for an Exceptional Needs Payment under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
Scheme.  

I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that some decisions taken by officers of 
my Department are administrative in nature and are therefore not open to appeal to that office. 
Exceptional Needs Payments made under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance Scheme fall 
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into this category of administrative decisions.  While these decisions cannot be appealed to the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office, there is an option of a review of the decision by a more senior 
officer.  I am advised that the person concerned did avail of this review option, but the decision 
to disallow the payment was upheld by a more senior officer.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG01700Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRGGG018001192. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection the 
way her Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with disabilities 
during 2017. [34038/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG01900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Government has stated its ongoing commitment to improving services and supports for 
people with disabilities within the Programme for a Partnership Government and through the 
Comprehensive Employment Strategy (CES) for people with disabilities. 

As part of delivering on this commitment, Budget 2017 provided for €5 increases in the 
maximum weekly rates of all social insurance and social assistance payments, including the 
blind pension, disability allowance, illness benefit and invalidity pension.  It also provided for 
the extension of entitlement to invalidity pension and treatment benefit to the self-employed 
and for a new pre-activation programme for young people with disabilities. 

Under the CES an interdepartmental “Make Work Pay” group was established and its report, 
published earlier this year, included a number of recommendations designed to assist people 
with disabilities achieve their employment ambitions. In launching the report, the Government 
announced that people with a long-term disability payment who move off the payment to get 
a job will retain their free travel pass for a period of five years.  The Government has also de-
cided to accept the report’s recommendation to dispense with the requirement that work be of a 
‘rehabilitative nature’ for the disability allowance earnings disregard.  This means that a report 
from a doctor is no longer required before commencing work and that the focus is on capacity 
rather than incapacity.  Other recommendations relate to extending the principle of “early inter-
vention” to disability allowance and other disability payments.  The Government has promised 
a period of consultation with persons with disabilities on these recommendations in particular.  
The Department of Social Protection has started this process of consultation with the disability 
sector. 

Also under the CES, the Department has in recent years rolled out its full Intreo service to 
people with disabilities who wish to avail of the service on a voluntary basis. In such cases, 
people with disabilities who present at an Intreo Centre will be offered an interview by an em-
ployment support officer with a view to agreeing a suitable action plan.  Progress in implement-
ing actions under the Strategy is regularly reported by the Department to the Comprehensive 
Employment Strategy Implementation Group.  The Chair of this Group, Mr Fergus Finlay, 
presented his first progress report in March 2017.  The report notes the work advanced by the 
Department to build the capacity of its Intreo service to better support persons with disabilities 
who want to pursue further education, training or work opportunities and the progress being 
made in upskilling staff to better support claimants with disabilities.
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I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG02000Departmental Projects

13/07/2017WRGGG021001193. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Social Protection the investment by 
her Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [34073/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Department in conjunction 
with the OPW has made the following Intreo project capital investments in County Louth and 
parts of east County Meath from April 2016 to June 2017. 

The capital expenditure details are as follows:  

Location Capital Costs*
Navan Intreo, Kennedy House, Kennedy 
Rd, Navan, Co Meath 

€808,939

Abbey Buildings, Abbey Mall, Navan, Co. 
Meath 

€326,770

* Capital costs excludes signage and furniture costs 

The delivery of the Intreo Centre in Navan involved a bi-location solution. This involved a 
complete refurbishment of two premises. 

The OPW may also have invested in other capital projects related to the provision of accom-
modation for DSP staff in the same areas from the OPW vote.

13/07/2017WRGGG02300Social Welfare Appeals Status

13/07/2017WRGGG024001194. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34089/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 
21st   June 2017.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When 
these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG02600Carer’s Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRGGG027001195. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[34096/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a 
means-tested social assistance payment, made to a person who is providing full-time care and 
attention to a person who has a disability such that they require that level of care.

The Department periodically reviews claims in payment to ensure that there is continued 
entitlement.

CA is in payment to the person concerned since 21 July 2008 and a review of means was 
recently carried out.  The outcome of this review is that the person concerned was assessed with 
means of €61.92 per week.  This is the amount assessable from her Department of Education 
pension and her savings after applying the statutory disregards.  As a result of this increase in 
her weekly means, her CA will be reduced from €202.00 to €192.00 per week with effect from 
3 August 2017.

The person concerned was notified on 3 July 2017 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
her right of review and appeal.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG02900Free Travel Scheme Eligibility

13/07/2017WRGGG030001196. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to amend the 
free travel scheme to cater for such persons who are not entitled to the travel scheme but that 
are severely ill of disabled with limited means. [34149/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The current free travel scheme 
provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for those eligible under 
the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided by companies such as Bus 
Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services provided by almost 
80 private transport operators.  There are approximately 882,000 customers in receipt of free 
travel. 

Persons resident in Ireland who are over 66 and persons in receipt of certain social welfare 
payments are eligible for the scheme.  The social welfare payments that allow persons aged 
under 66 to a free travel pass include disability allowance, invalidity pension, carer’s allowance 
and partial capacity benefit.  In most cases, if someone has a disability and is of limited means, 
they would be in a position to qualify for Disability Allowance, and would have an entitlement 
to free travel under the scheme.

There are no plans to change the eligibility criteria of the free travel scheme or to introduce 
discretionary passes at this time.  

If the free travel scheme was to be extended to people who are not eligible for a qualify-
ing payment, an assessment process would be required for all such applications, changing the 
nature of the scheme.  Successive Governments have instead used existing underlying entitle-
ments to confer eligibility for this scheme. 

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme (SWA) the Department of Social Pro-
tection may award a travel supplement in any case where the circumstances of the case so war-
rant.  The supplement is intended to assist with ongoing or recurring travel costs that cannot be 
met from the client’s own resources and are deemed to be necessary.  Every decision is based 
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on consideration of the circumstances of the case, taking account of the nature and extent of the 
need and of the resources of the person concerned. 

Any decision to extend the free travel scheme to persons who are not in receipt of a primary 
qualifying payment would have to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotia-
tions. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG03200Carer’s Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRGGG033001197. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an ap-
plication for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34216/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Offi-
cer on 3 July 2017, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG03500Disability Allowance Appeals

13/07/2017WRGGG036001198. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a social 
welfare appeal for an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [34217/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Offi-
cer on 3 July 2017, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG03800Disability Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRGGG039001199. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an ap-
plication for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34218/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG04000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This lady has been awarded disability allowance with effect from 10 May 2017.  The first pay-
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ment will be made by her chosen payment method on 9 August 2017.    Arrears of payment due 
will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is calculated and applied in respect 
of any overlapping payments or in respect of outstanding overpayments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG04100Humanitarian Assistance Scheme

13/07/2017WRGGG042001200. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of 
money paid out humanitarian assistance scheme per annum in each of the years 2010 to 2016 
and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34237/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG043001201. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the average wait-
ing times for payment under the humanitarian assistance scheme in 2016 and to date in 2017, in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34238/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1200 and 1201 together.

The Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government is the lead De-
partment for severe weather emergencies and the Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsi-
bility for capital flood relief activities.  However, my Department has an important role to play 
in assisting households in the immediate aftermath of emergency events such as flooding.

The purpose of the humanitarian assistance scheme is to prevent hardship by providing 
income-tested financial support to people whose homes are damaged from flooding and severe 
weather events and who are not in a position to meet costs for essential needs, household items 
and in some instances structural repair. 

Expenditure under the scheme for the period from 2010 to 2016 is some €5 million and a 
yearly breakdown of this expenditure is provided in the attached tabular statement.  Expendi-
ture to date in 2017 is €120,500.  There was expenditure of over €2.05 million to assist house-
holders affected following the flooding in the 2015/16 winter, which was the wettest winter ever 
recorded in Ireland.   

Following a severe weather event staff, in my Department’s Community Welfare Service, 
closely monitor the situation on the ground and engage with the relevant local authorities and 
other agencies to ensure supports are provided to those affected as swiftly as possible.  Emer-
gency income support payments to cover essential items such as food, clothing and personal 
items are quickly issued in the immediate aftermath of the event.  Financial supports towards 
the replacement of white goods, basic furniture items and other essential household items may 
take longer as it is not until the flood water abates and houses dry out that the full extent of the 
damage to homes will become known.  The longer term financial support covers necessary re-
medial works and can include plastering, dry-lining, relaying of floors, electrical re-wiring and 
painting.  It could take several months before this stage of the response is completed and final 
payments issue.  Statistics are not maintained on the average waiting times for payment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement

Expenditure under the Humanitarian Assistance Scheme 2010 – 2016
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Year Outturn - €000
2010 1,045
2011 1
2012 714
2013 118
2014 1,189
2015 233
2016 1,682

Question No. 1201 answered with Question No. 1200.

13/07/2017WRGGG04600Jobseeker’s Allowance Data

13/07/2017WRGGG047001202. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons aged 65 years of age who are currently in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance or jobseek-
er’s benefit; the way this has changed in each year since 2011; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34255/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The information requested by 
the Deputy is detailed in the following table.

Date Jobseeker’s Allowance Jobseeker’s Benefit
30th June 2017 2,683 2,593
30th June 2016 2,638 2,481
30th June 2015 2,390 2,401
30th June 2014 1,764 1,247
30th June 2013 1,259 540
30th June 2012 1,064 664
30th June 2011 782 723

13/07/2017WRGGG04900Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

13/07/2017WRGGG050001203. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are delays in 
her Department in issuing payments that fall under her Department’s remit; if so, the payments 
that are affected; the timeframe the payment is supposed to be paid in; the actual time it is taking 
to issue the payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34301/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The issuing of payments from 
the Department of Social Protection is broken down into two parts; the process of determining 
whether a claim is valid and the payment of the awarded claim.  There is no delay in the pay-
ment of claims, once awarded, by the Department.

The current timeframes with regard to the determination process of whether claims are valid 
and can be awarded is as follows:

Social Welfare claims by average waiting times 31 May 2017
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Scheme Average Waiting time - (weeks)
Jobseeker’s Benefit 1
Jobseeker’s Allowance 2
One-Parent Family Payment 5
State Pension Contributory 5
Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil 
Partner’s Contributory Pension 

1

State Pension Non-Contributory 12
Household Benefits 2
Free Travel 2
Domiciliary Care Allowance 18
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 1
Child Benefit (Domestic & FRA) 3
Child Benefit (EU Regulation) 29
Treatment Benefit 6
Maternity Benefit 6*
Paternity Benefit 6*
Family Income Supplement (New) 3
Carer’s Allowance 13
Carer’s Benefit 7
Disability Allowance 12
Invalidity Pension 7
Illness Benefit 1
Occupational Injury Benefit 1
*April figures.

13/07/2017WRGGG05200JobPath Implementation

13/07/2017WRGGG053001204. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of com-
plaints since commencement to date that have been made against the two companies tasked 
with delivering JobPath; the actions taken to investigate such complaints; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [34302/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG05400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The overall reaction to JobPath 
has been very positive.  To date 105,640 Jobseekers have been referred to the service, with 332 
complaints received in total – 0.31 per cent. 

Of these 267 have been responded to and are now closed, 65 are in progress. 

Each JobPath provider has a comprehensive Complaints Procedure which is advertised in 
every location.  The procedure contains levels of escalation whereby complaints are dealt with 
at the appropriate level of authority and ensuring that matters are fully addressed.  In the event 
a customer has availed of this procedure but remains dissatisfied with the response to their 
complaint, they may request my Department to carry out a review.  Customers may also refer a 
complaint to the Office of the Ombudsman for review once they have exhausted the available 
complaints process.

To date only two customers have requested my Department to review their complaint, both 
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have been finalised, and no complaints related to the JobPath providers have been referred to 
the Ombudsman.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG05500Citizens Assembly

13/07/2017WRGGG056001205. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the actions she will 
take following the Citizens Assembly recommendations regarding the need for a mandatory 
pension scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34303/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG05700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The rate of supplementary pen-
sion coverage in Ireland is estimated at just 35% of the working population when the private 
sector is considered in isolation.  If measures are not taken to address this low rate of coverage, 
many future retirees will experience unwanted reductions in their living standards when they 
reach retirement.  Therefore, I both welcome and support the outcome of the Citizen’s Assem-
bly deliberations regarding retirement income which saw 87% of eligible voters agreeing that 
the Government should introduce some form of mandatory pension scheme to supplement the 
State pension.  

To this end, I have previously confirmed that it is my intention to publish and commence the 
implementation of an Action Plan for the reform of pensions over the coming months.  As well 
as a range of other reform measures, this Action Plan will set out proposals for a transition from 
the current and purely voluntary supplementary pension system to one which will automatically 
enrol eligible employees into a quality assured retirement savings system.  This reform, where 
the saver will maintain the freedom of choice to opt-out, will encourage long term saving and 
asset accumulation amongst those who may otherwise suffer a reduction in living standards at 
retirement and will increase the wellbeing, financial security, and independence of future retir-
ees.

Following the publication of this Action Plan and in order to guide future Government de-
cisions, it is intended that the detailed evidence building and consultation required to deliver 
automatic enrolment will be undertaken over an initial project planning phase.  This work is 
needed to inform fundamental choices regarding the preferred operational structure and organi-
sational governance for the new system as well as design elements such as the required contri-
butions, financial incentives and target membership.  Correctly positioning/designing each of 
these will be critical to the success of any system.  

Initial consultations have taken place with Irish sectorial interests and international experts 
in this field.  Whilst there is also much to learn by looking at the strengths and weaknesses ap-
parent in aspects of other countries’ pension systems, any solution must be tailored to fit the 
Irish situation.  Therefore, as work progresses, I will ensure that extensive efforts are made to 
build   consensus across political, business and civil society lines and to consider the manner in 
which such a system would be best delivered.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRGGG05800Social Welfare Payments Administration

13/07/2017WRGGG059001206. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
by payment who have been refused a social welfare payment; the number that subsequently 
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were awarded a payment on appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34304/17]

13/07/2017WRGGG06000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The information requested by 
the Deputy is being compiled by my Department and will be provided to the Deputy shortly.

13/07/2017WRHHH00200Carer’s Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRHHH003001207. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will be reached in the case of a person (details supplied) in respect of a carer’s allowance; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [34435/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My department received an 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 15 December 2016 in 
respect of the provision of care to both her parents.

It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person(s) being cared for must have a disability 
whose effect is that they require full-time care and attention.  This is defined as requiring from 
another person, continual supervision and frequent assistance throughout the day in connection 
with normal bodily functions or continuous supervision in order to avoid danger to him or her-
self, and being likely to require that level of care for at least twelve months.

The evidence, including a medical report, submitted in support of the application for CA 
for the mother of the person concerned was examined and the deciding officer decided that 
this evidence was insufficient to show that the requirement for full-time care and attention was 
satisfied.

There was no medical evidence submitted in support of the application for CA for the father 
of the person concerned.  On 14 February 2017 a medical report was issued to be completed by 
a medical practitioner in respect of him.  To date it has not been returned.

It is also a condition for receipt of CA that the carer provides full-time care and attention.  A 
person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are engaged 
in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside  the home for a maximum of 
15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for  the care recipient in their absence.

The person concerned was requested on 27 February 2017 to provide evidence to show that 
she was working outside the home for less than 15 hours per week.  The required documents 
and evidence were not provided, which meant the deciding officer could not determine if the 
condition regarding the provision of full time care and attention was satisfied.

For these reasons, the applications for CA were disallowed.

The person concerned was notified on 29 March 2017 of the disallowances, the reasons for 
them and of her right of review and appeal.

My department were notified on 13 June 2017 that the person concerned had appealed this 
decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  A submission in support of the decision 
is being prepared and will shortly be forwarded along with the file to the SWAO for determina-
tion.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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13/07/2017WRHHH00500Exceptional Needs Payment Appeals

13/07/2017WRHHH006001208. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision to 
refuse an exceptional needs payment can be reviewed as part of an appeal in the case of persons 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34436/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Further to PQ Ref: 23425 the 
position remains unchanged.  The decision to refuse an application for an exceptional needs 
payment in the case of the first person concerned was reviewed and the decision of the desig-
nated officer upheld.  There are no outstanding applications pending in the case of the persons 
concerned.

It is open to the persons concerned to submit a fresh application for an exceptional needs 
payment if they do not have sufficient means to meet their needs.  They should contact their 
local designated officer in this regard and submit all relevant documentation in support of their 
application.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRHHH00800Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

13/07/2017WRHHH009001209. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ex-
amine the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34437/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The person concerned has been 
awarded a jobseekers payment from the department with the first payment issuing this week, 
including all arrears due.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

13/07/2017WRHHH01100Social Welfare Appeals Status

13/07/2017WRHHH012001210. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an oral hear-
ing can be arranged in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34440/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office has advised me that it is intended to convene an oral hearing in order to determine the 
appeal of the person concerned. 

Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the person concerned 
will be informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRHHH01400Personal Public Service Numbers
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13/07/2017WRHHH015001211. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the procedure to 
be followed to facilitate a new version of an application for a PPS number for a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34441/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The requirements for the al-
location of a Personal Public Service (PPS) Number are:

- acceptable evidence of identity, which for EEA citizens is a current valid passport or na-
tional ID card where issued;

- evidence as to why a PPS Number is required (i.e., to carry out a transaction with a State 
body specified in legislation as permitted to use the PPS Number); and

- acceptable evidence of address (e.g., a utility bill in the person’s name). 

Further detailed information on the allocation of PPS Numbers is available on the Depart-
ment’s website at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Public-Service-Identity_holder.aspx

As the closest PPS Number allocation centre for this person is at Parnell Street, Dublin, she 
should attend there.  Appointments for this location are booked via www.MyWelfare.ie .   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRHHH01700Public Services Card Provision

13/07/2017WRHHH018001212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a 
photo ID services card has been refused in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34447/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A Public Services Card is is-
sued to an individual following a robust registration process to establish and verify the person’s 
identity.  Part of the required evidence of identity for a non-EEA national to get a Public Ser-
vices Card is a current valid passport.  

The person concerned has been asked to attend with her passport, but has not yet provided it. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRHHH02000Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

13/07/2017WRHHH021001213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of rent support available to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [34448/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  According to the records of 
the Department, the person concerned is in receipt of the correct level of Rent Supplement for 
a person of her circumstances and family composition.

The Deputy will be aware that Dublin as has been designated as a Rental Pressure Zone 
(RPZ).  Under the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016, 
rents are only permitted to be increased according to a prescribed formula by a maximum of 
4% annually.  Should the client have any queries, they are advised to contact the Residential 
Tenancies Board (RTB) for further details. 
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRHHH02300Social Insurance Yield

13/07/2017WRHHH024001214. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
amount that could be raised from increasing employers PRSI towards the EU effective average 
rate of 20%, that is, by increasing the effective rate by 1%, 2% or 5%. [34587/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Currently, Class A employers 
pay PRSI at the rate of 8.5% where weekly earnings are between €38 and €376.  Once weekly 
earnings exceed €376, the rate of employer PRSI is 10.75%.  

The increase in the PRSI yield to the Social Insurance Fund from increasing the class A 
employer PRSI rates by 1%, 2% and 5%, is provided in the table below.  

% Increase in Rate 
of Employer PRSI

Increased Yield from 
Increase in 8.5% 
Lower Rate

Increased Yield from 
Increase in 10.75% 
Higher Rate

Total Increased Yield

1% €36m €683m €719m
2% €72m €1,366m €1,438m
5% €181m €3,416m €3,597m
These estimates are based on the latest available data and reflect macro-economic indicators 

for 2018 only.  It should be noted that the estimates do not take possible changes in employer 
behaviour arising from increasing the rates of contributions into account.

13/07/2017WRHHH02600Social Welfare Benefits Expenditure

13/07/2017WRHHH027001215. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost 
of increasing all weekly jobseeker’s payments and the back to education allowance to €188, 
€200. €204 and €210. [34588/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH028001218. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of restor-
ing the fuel allowance by extending the season by six weeks. [34591/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH029001220. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of increas-
ing all weekly social welfare rates to €200, €204 and €210. [34593/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1215, 1218 and 1220 together.

It should be noted that the rate of back to education allowance for jobseekers on age-related 
reduced rates of payment will increase to the €193 rate from September 2017, as announced 
in Budget 2017.  The full year cost in 2018 of increasing the weekly rates of jobseeker’s al-
lowance and supplementary welfare allowance, is detailed in the table.  I understand that the 
Deputy is referring to increasing the weekly rate paid to those who are on age-related reduced 
rates of payment to the current weekly rate of rate of €193 (instead of €188 per week stated in 
the question).  

Increase weekly rates to: Cost - € million
€193.00 111.3
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Increase weekly rates to: Cost - € million
€200.00 200.1
€204.00 250.0
€210.00 325.7
The full year cost of extending the duration of the fuel allowance season by six weeks is 

estimated to be €53 million in 2018.

The full year cost in 2018 of increasing the weekly rates of payment (where they are below 
the proposed rates) to social welfare recipients who are aged under 66 is detailed in the table 
below: 

Increase weekly rates to: Cost - € million
€200.00 321.4
€204.00 456.2
€210.00 661.0
The costings listed above include proportionate increases for qualified adults and for those 

on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.  It should also be noted that these costings are sub-
ject to change over the coming months in the context of emerging trends and associated revision 
of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2018.

13/07/2017WRHHH03100Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRHHH032001216. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost to intro-
duce a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full-time employees under the aegis of her 
Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34589/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH033001217. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of intro-
ducing a minimum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of her Department; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34590/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1216 and 1217 together.

My Department has undertaken no costing of the initiative outlined by the Deputy as the 
introduction of any such scheme would necessarily have to take place on a cross Governmental 
basis and costs determined centrally as part of the estimates budgetary process.  Pre-determined 
salary scales negotiated at central level are applied to all staff in the department. 

On a purely indicative basis it is not anticipated that the introduction of such a scheme in my 
own Department would incur significant cost as the majority of staff are on salary points above 
that mentioned by the Deputy. 

Question No. 1218 answered with Question No. 1215.

13/07/2017WRHHH03700Household Benefits Scheme

13/07/2017WRHHH038001219. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of reintro-
ducing the telephone allowance. [34592/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The telephone allowance was 
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abolished in Budget 2014.  The savings arising from the initial reduction and subsequent dis-
continuance of the telephone allowance meant that my Department was able to retain the other 
valuable elements of the household benefits package such as the electricity and gas allowance 
and the television licence.  My Department will spend approximately €232 million this year on 
these elements of the household benefits package for over 427,000 customers.

The cost of the telephone allowance scheme had risen significantly each year, as the number 
of eligible customers grew.  At the end of September 2013 there were almost 396,000 receiv-
ing the telephone allowance compared to approximately 316,000 people in 2007.  This was an 
increase of 25%, or an average increase of nearly 4% per annum.

The value of the telephone allowance before it was discontinued was €9.50 per month 
(equivalent to €114 per annum).  Therefore, the cost of restoring the allowance at this level in 
2018 might be estimated at approximately €50 million per annum, although the precise figure 
would depend on a number of factors.

The Government is keenly aware of the impact of Budget decisions on the Department’s 
clients, and strives to ensure that the money available is targeted in the most effective way.  In 
Budget 2016, the first increase in the basic rate of the State pension in seven years was given.  
This increased the personal rate of the non-contributory pension to €222, and that of the con-
tributory pension to €233.30.  There was also a €2.50 increase in the rate of the Fuel Allowance, 
from €20 to €22.50 per week.  

In Budget 2017, there was a further increase in the rate of State pensions by €5, which has 
increased the maximum personal rate of the State pension (contributory) to €238.30.  

Therefore, over the past two Budgets, the maximum weekly rate for State Pensions has 
increased by €8 per week.  The value of these increases is well in excess of the value of the 
telephone allowance previously provided.

Any decision to restore the telephone allowance would have to be considered in the context 
of overall budgetary negotiations.  In the previous two Budgets, the Government has concen-
trated resources on increasing the rate of the pension, rather than on the Household Benefits 
package.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 1220 answered with Question No. 1215.

13/07/2017WRHHH04100Child Benefit Expenditure

13/07/2017WRHHH042001221. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of revers-
ing all cuts and changes to child benefit since 2008. [34594/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  Child Benefit is a monthly 
payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified children up to the age of 16 
years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up to their 18th birthday who 
are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is currently paid to around 
627,000 families in respect of some 1.2 million children, with an estimated expenditure of over 
€2 billion in 2017.

Between 2000 and 2009, there were significant increases in Child Benefit payments and 
during that period overall expenditure on Child Benefit grew from €638 million to approxi-
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mately €2.5 billion per year.  This reflected a policy focus on targeting additional resources 
towards the provision of universal child income supports.

Between 2009 and 2013 a number of reductions in the rates of Child Benefit were made.

Budget 2009 provided for the reduction of the maximum age for which Child Benefit is paid 
and from 2010 Child Benefit was no longer paid in respect of those aged 18.

In both 2015 and 2016 the monthly Child Benefit rate increased by €5 and it is now paid at 
a standard rate of €140 per month for each child.

Given the numerous changes made to Child Benefit since 2008 it is not possible to cost with 
accuracy reversing all cuts and changes to the scheme since 2008.

However, taking the lowest rate payable in 2008, of €166 per child per month, and applying 
that to the number of children in respect of whom Child Benefit is currently paid would result 
in an additional cost of around €374 million.  Were the higher rates paid in respect of families 
with three or more children also to be restored, were the upper age limit to be increased to 19 
as it was in 2008 and were the grants paid at birth on all multiple births to be reintroduced this 
would result in a significantly higher figure, which is not currently possible to accurately cost. 

13/07/2017WRHHH04400State Pensions

13/07/2017WRHHH045001222. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of intro-
ducing a universal State pension of €250. [34595/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): According to the latest census 
figures, in 2016 there were 593,411 people aged 66 and above in the country, and this would 
have increased in the period since then.  

Paying each person aged 66 and over a Universal State Pension weekly rate of €250 that year 
would have cost over €7.7 billion, if restricted to people resident in the State and not including 
those who have retired to an address outside the State.  This would not include additional costs 
which are contained within the pension budget such as Widows/widowers pensions for those 
under the age of 66, Increases for qualified Adults under the age of 66, and the additional allow-
ances that pensions attract.  Demographic pressures alone mean that pension costs increase by 
some €200 million each year, and this annual increase would be greater if the rate was higher 
and the Universal State Pension was paid at the maximum rate to everyone over 66, regardless 
of their means and/or PRSI contribution record.

If the State pension became a universal payment for those over 66, at a weekly rate of €250, 
it is estimated that this might result in an additional cost of some €1.2 billion in 2018, however 
greater detail would be required to provide a more precise estimate.

It might be noted that such a move would also remove a disincentive to early retirement, 
as paying PRSI up to pension age would not increase pension entitlements, and this would be 
expected to result in a further economic cost to the Exchequer and to the Social Insurance Fund.

It should be noted that these costings are subject to change over the coming months in the 
context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 
2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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13/07/2017WRHHH04700One-Parent Family Payment Expenditure

13/07/2017WRHHH048001223. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of revers-
ing all cuts and changes to the one-parent family payment since 2008. [34596/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The cost implications of re-
versing all cuts and changes to the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) since 2008 are very 
complex to estimate and would require significant resources and time to prepare.

There are three significant barriers to undertaking this costing exercise.  Firstly, by revers-
ing the amendments made to the OFP scheme, this would likely result in a substantial cohort of 
lone parents that are currently not in receipt of a social welfare payment becoming eligible and 
therefore moving onto a social welfare payment.  As members of this cohort are not currently 
in receipt of any social welfare payment, the Department currently has no visibility of them and 
therefore, it would be impossible to estimate the numbers involved.

Secondly, this proposal may incentivise some customers to move from alternative payments 
such as Jobseekers Allowance (JA), the Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment (JST) and the Back to 
Work Family Dividend (BTWFD) back onto the OFP. It would not be possible for the Depart-
ment to estimate the magnitude of this flow between schemes.

Finally, reversing the changes to the OFP would also increase the incidence of dual pay-
ments of OFP and the Family Income Supplement (FIS), which would lead to significant but 
unquantifiable reductions in FIS payments for some lone parents. 

These unknown factors are critical to providing a reliable costing.  The Department is there-
fore not in a position to provide the costing requested. 

13/07/2017WRHHH05000Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme Expenditure

13/07/2017WRHHH051001224. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of increas-
ing the back to school clothing and footwear allowance by €50. [34597/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The back to school clothing 
and footwear allowance scheme provides a once-off payment to eligible families to assist with 
the costs of clothing and footwear when children start or return to school each autumn.  The 
allowance is being paid from mid-July to allow parents sufficient time to prepare for back to 
school.  

The rates of the payment for the 2017 scheme are being increased from €100 to €125 for 
children aged 4 to 11 and from €200 to €250 for children aged 12 years and over.  This brings 
the total allocation for the allowance this year to €47.4 million, an increase of €10 million on 
what was originally proposed for 2017.

A €50 increase in the 2017 rates would bring the rates to €175 for children aged 4 to 11 and 
to €300 for children aged 12 years and over.  The annual cost to increase the payments to €175 
and €300 from the recently announced 2017 rates would be €14.1 million over and above the 
€47.4 million now allocated to the scheme for 2017.

In addition to the increases in the rates for 2017, the household income limits for the scheme 
have also been increased to ensure that increases in social welfare announced in Budget 2017 
will not affect people’s entitlement to the allowance.
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Any further changes to the rates of the allowance would have to be considered within a 
budgetary context and the scope of the overall resources available for welfare improvements.

The Deputy may be aware that my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills, has 
recently published a new circular on the measures to be adopted by schools to reduce the cost 
of school uniforms and other costs, as part of a range of measures to take greater account of the 
needs of parents and students in the school system. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

13/07/2017WRHHH05300Maternity Leave

13/07/2017WRHHH054001225. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated an-
nual cost of extending paid maternity leave to 42 weeks or 52 weeks [34598/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH055001226. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated an-
nual cost of extending paid maternity leave to 42 weeks and 52 weeks. [34599/17]

13/07/2017WRHHH05600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1225 and 1226 together.

The estimated additional cost of extending the duration of maternity benefit is approximate-
ly €10.3 million for each extra week, at the current rate of €235 per week.  Maternity benefit is 
currently paid for 26 weeks. 

The table estimates the additional cost of increasing the duration of maternity benefit by 16 
weeks to 42 weeks, and by 26 weeks to 52 weeks.  These estimates are based on the cost for 
a full year and assume that any increase in duration is implemented from the beginning of the 
year. 

Estimated annual cost of increasing the duration of maternity benefit based on 2017 
rates

No. of additional weeks Estimated cost (€m)
16 164.8
26 267.8
It should be noted that this costing is subject to change over the coming months in the con-

text of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2017.  
It should also be noted that there are additional costs to the Exchequer as these estimates do not 
include the costs of salary top-ups for public/civil servants.

13/07/2017WRJJJ00200Parental Leave Expenditure

13/07/2017WRJJJ003001227. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated an-
nual cost of making 18 months of shareable paid maternity and paternity leave available to 
parents. [34600/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I understand that the Deputy is 
referring to a total of 18 months leave which would be shareable between parents rather than an 
additional 18 months of sharable leave on top of the current provisions.  

The Department of Justice and Equality have responsibility for maternity and paternity 
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leave which are provided for in the 1994 and 2004 Maternity Acts and the Paternity Leave and 
Benefit Act 2016.  Maternity leave is only available to the mother and paternity leave is only 
available to the relevant parent as designated by the mother. Currently there is no provision for 
the sharing of maternity or paternity leave.   Any decision to change the current leave arrange-
ments to allow for the sharing of leave would be the responsibility of my colleague the Minister 
for Justice and Equality.

My Department has responsibility for the payment of maternity and paternity benefit as 
provided for in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended).  With the introduction 
of two weeks of paid paternity leave in addition to 26 weeks of paid maternity leave there are 
potentially 28 weeks of paid support available to parents.   The scheme envisaged by the Deputy 
would represent an additional 44 weeks of paid leave for parents.

Based on current rates of €235 per week, the estimated cost of extending the duration of 
maternity benefit is approximately €10.3 million for each extra week and the estimated cost of 
extending the duration of paternity benefit is approximately €5.5 million for each extra week.

These estimates are based on the current take-up for each of the schemes and an assumption 
that were the duration of these schemes extended the current cohort of recipients of each scheme 
would avail of the additional weeks of payment.  Furthermore, these estimates are subject to 
change over the coming months in the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the 
estimated numbers of recipients for 2017.  It should also be noted that there are also costs to the 
Exchequer as these estimates do not include the costs of salary top-ups for public/civil servants.

Maternity leave policies in EU Member States are governed by the 1992 Pregnant Workers 
Directive, which sets the minimum period for maternity leave at 14 weeks, with 2 weeks’ com-
pulsory leave before and/or after confinement and an adequate allowance subject to national 
legislation.  As such, there is a minimum compulsory maternity leave which must be taken by 
the woman.

It is only leave over and above this minimum which could be potentially shared by parents.    

It is not possible to accurately estimate the cost of shared maternity and paternity leave for 
18 months as the level of take-up of such a scheme is unknown.    There are a number of factors 
that determine the take up of any new scheme such as this including, parental choice, whether 
the father or relevant parent has sufficient PRSI contributions, whether they are self-employed 
and can take the time off from their business and if an employee, whether or not their employer 
would top up their wages for some or all of the leave.

13/07/2017WRJJJ00500Maternity Benefit Expenditure

13/07/2017WRJJJ006001228. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated an-
nual cost of increasing maternity benefit to €300 a week. [34601/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Maternity Benefit is a payment 
made for 26 weeks to employed and self-employed pregnant women who satisfy certain pay 
related social insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions in order to avoid the need for them to 
work pre and post-delivery of their baby.  The original scheme was introduced in 1970 and was 
extended to include self-employed mothers with effect from June 1997.

In 2017 it is estimated that my Department will spend approximately €266 million on ma-
ternity benefit in respect of an average of 22,000 recipients per week. 
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The estimated full year cost of increasing maternity benefit to from the current rate of €235 
per week to €300 per week would be approximately €73.4 million per annum.  This estimate 
is subject to change over the coming months in the context of emerging trends and associated 
revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2017.

13/07/2017WRJJJ00800Poverty Data

13/07/2017WRJJJ009001229. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection the 
rate of consistent poverty, at risk of poverty and deprivation rate for those not at work due to an 
illness or a disability; the way these figures compare to the European average and the OECD 
average; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34634/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The latest CSO Survey on In-
come and Living Conditions (SILC) results for 2015 show that the consistent poverty rate, for 
people in households headed by a person whose principal economic status was “unable to work 
due to illness or a disability”, was 22.4% in 2015.  The at-risk-of-poverty rate was 34.8% with 
the basic deprivation rate at 53.2%. 

Neither Eurostat nor the OECD reports on consistent poverty, at-risk-of-poverty or basic 
deprivation measures based on principal economic status.  However, in the European Statis-
tics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC), disability is based on the concept of global 
activity limitation.  This is defined as a “limitation in activities people usually do because of 
health problems for at least the past six months” but it does not differentiate between those in 
employment and those not in employment.  The latest EU-SILC data available shows that the 
severe material deprivation rate for people (aged 16 years and over) who are limited in their 
normal activities due to a health problem was 14.9% in Ireland in 2015, as compared to the EU 
average of 11.3%.  

With regard to the national figures, given the continuing economic recovery throughout 
2016 and measures introduced in Budgets 2016 and 2017, it is reasonable to expect future fig-
ures to show improvements.  I will continue to work with my Government colleagues to ensure 
that the economic recovery is experienced in all regions and by all families, households and 
individuals. 

The Government is committed to increasing the employment opportunities for people with 
a disability.  The Comprehensive Employment Strategy for people with disabilities adopts a 
cross-government approach that brings together various measures, to be taken by different De-
partments and State agencies, in a concerted effort to address the barriers and challenges that 
impact on the employment of people with disabilities.  The six strategic priorities are to: build 
skills, capacity and independence; provide bridges and supports into work; make work pay; 
promote job retention and re-entry into work; provide co-ordinated and seamless support; and 
engage employers.  These priorities are incorporated into the Pathways to Work Strategy and 
this ensures that there is an integrated focus on supports that enable people with disabilities to 
participate in employment where they have the capacity to do so.

My Department provides a range of specific income, activation and employment supports 
for people with a disability.  For instance, the partial capacity benefit scheme enables recipients 
of invalidity pension and illness benefit to take-up employment, on a voluntary basis, while 
continuing to receive income support.  The Department manages a supported employment ser-
vice (EmployAbility) which provides a dedicated job-coaching service for people with disabili-
ties.  Intreo services are also available to provide employment support services for people with 
disabilities who wish to engage with the service on a voluntary basis.  There is also a focus on 
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supports available to employers who employ people with disabilities such as the Wage Subsidy 
Scheme and the Workplace Equipment Adaption Grant Scheme.

The Government’s strategy for addressing poverty and social exclusion is set out in the Na-
tional Action Plan for Social Inclusion.  The Plan identifies a wide range of targeted actions and 
interventions to achieve the overall objective of reducing consistent poverty.  The Department 
will review the Plan this year, as it reaches the end of its current term, with a view to developing 
an updated plan for future periods.  The Department will also review the national social target 
for poverty reduction. This review will be undertaken in consultation with relevant stakehold-
ers.

13/07/2017WRJJJ01100Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRJJJ012001230. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection if 
all Intreo offices are accessible for those with a disability; if not, the locations of offices which 
are not accessible; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34636/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): When works were being car-
ried out to existing buildings to convert them to Intreo Centres, universal accessibility was 
incorporated into the design where it was feasible.  In a small number of situations it was not 
feasible to incorporate full universal accessibility as part of the Intreo roll out. 

My Department deals with any accessibility issues where we become aware of them and ar-
range with the OPW to have any necessary works carried out as soon as possible.  For example, 
my Department’s Facilities Management Unit is making arrangements for some changes to the 
main entrance in the Intreo Centre in Kilkenny in order to address an accessibility issue. 

I have received no feedback or complaints about accessibility to Intreo Centres for people 
with a disability.  My Department is carrying out a programme of review and maintenance of 
Intreo Centres.  If the Deputy is aware of any accessibility issues I can pass the information on 
to my Facilities Management Unit who can address the issue as part of that programme. 

13/07/2017WRJJJ01400State Pensions

13/07/2017WRJJJ015001231. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection the 
steps she plans to take to address the situation whereby those who are forced to retire at 65 years 
of age must claim jobseeker’s allowance until they reach retirement age; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [34637/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): There is no statutory retirement 
age in the State, and the age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employ-
ment between them and their employers.  

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provides that State pension age will be increased 
gradually to 68 years.  This began in January 2014 with the standardising of State pension age 
for all at 66 years and the cessation of State pension transition.  The State pension age will in-
crease to 67 years in 2021 and to 68 years in 2028.

Where a person exits the workforce before reaching State pension age they may apply for 
either the jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance schemes.  Jobseeker’s payments are paid 
to eligible jobseekers aged 18 to 66 years and all recipients of a jobseeker’s payment are subject 
to the rules of the scheme.
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People in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment must engage with my Department’s activation 
measures and can face sanctions if they fail to do so.  However, from January 2014 these criteria 
were eased for people aged 62 and over, such that they are not obliged to engage with the activa-
tion process. They are still able to voluntarily avail of an array of supports, which are available 
from my Department if they wish to return to work, training or education.  Furthermore the 
majority of these individuals will have to register with their local office only once a year and 
their payments will be paid directly into their bank accounts. 

Once a person has exhausted their entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit they may be eligible 
for jobseeker’s allowance, subject to the means test and other qualifying conditions.  However, 
someone claiming jobseeker’s benefit from a date after their 65th birthday continues to be eli-
gible for that payment until reaching State pension age. 

13/07/2017WRJJJ01700Family Income Supplement Eligibility

13/07/2017WRJJJ018001232. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to raise 
public awareness of eligibility for family income supplement; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [34689/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) is an in-work support, which provides an income top-up for employees on low earnings 
with children.  FIS is designed to prevent in-work poverty for low paid workers with child de-
pendants and to offer a financial incentive to take-up employment.  There are just over 57,000 
families with more than 126,000 children in receipt of FIS.  The estimated spend on FIS this 
year is approximately €422 million.

There has been a steady growth both in the number of families supported by FIS over recent 
years and associated expenditure, with numbers in receipt of FIS rising from around 32,000 
families with more than 73,000 children in 2012 to just over 57,000 families and over 126,000 
children by the end of June 2017.  

A number of factors have led to the increase in take-up including an increased awareness 
campaign by the Department of Social Protection, a substantial increase in the numbers in em-
ployment, demographic factors and increases in the FIS thresholds in 2016.  

The Department’s information strategy has promoted the benefits of FIS and increased over-
all awareness of the scheme.  Some of the increase in FIS numbers is also due to transfers from 
the One-Parent Family Payment arising from the reduction of the age threshold of the youngest 
child to 7 years, which occurred over the past four years.   

Substantial improvements in customer service and processing times for FIS customers have 
also significantly contributed to the increased numbers of FIS recipients.   

The Department avails of every opportunity in its engagement with employers and jobseek-
ers to build awareness of the availability of FIS and how this payment may benefit potential 
employees with children, a number of recent examples are outlined below.

- The Department’s website www.welfare.ie   has full information on the FIS scheme and 
provides typical family scenarios to aid understanding and provide comparisons.  This informa-
tion is also available in all the Department local offices, CICs and information offices.

- In addition a series of road-shows were held around the country designed to inform em-
ployers about the wide range of employment support services provided by the Department, 
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including FIS.

- Case Officers in each locality will specifically use FIS as an incentive to move people from 
the long-term Live Register to employment.

- The Department’s Benefit of Work ready reckoner gives an indication of the difference be-
tween a person’s potential in-work payment, including FIS, and current out-of-work payments.

- The Department also launched a poster advertisement campaign in its Intreo centres and 
local offices nationwide during 2015.

- The Department has also been in touch with Trade Unions representing in excess of 260,000 
employees (in both the Public and Private Sector) and provided them with an article on FIS for 
inclusion in their publications for members.  This article explains in detail the qualification 
conditions for the scheme and gives relevant supporting examples of families that could qualify.

- FIS was also publicised as part of jobs week which ran from the 28th September 2015 to 
2nd   October 2015.

The increasing numbers of families in receipt of FIS is testament to the effectiveness of the 
Department’s information strategy for the scheme and the significant improvements in cus-
tomer service and processing times for FIS customers.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ02000Family Support Services

13/07/2017WRJJJ021001233. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the 
introduction of a working family payment proposed in A Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment; the way the proposed payment will differ from family income supplement; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [34690/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The Department has estab-
lished an internal working group and an Inter-Departmental Group of the relevant Government 
Departments to consider proposals to advance the Programme for Government commitment on 
delivering a new Working Family Payment. 

The Department has carried out extensive analysis of its existing supports. The analysis is 
at an advanced stage and shows the existing in-work supports are effective, and work well in 
assisting individuals into employment.  The Department is working on potential proposals as to 
the most appropriate approach to fulfil the requirements of making work pay and tackling child 
poverty as outlined in the Programme for Government.

13/07/2017WRJJJ02300Disability Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRJJJ024001234. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
application for a disability allowance for a person (details supplied). [34740/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
I can confirm that my department received an application for disability allowance from this 
gentleman on 9 May 2017.   On 13 June 2017 the person concerned was requested to supply 
supporting documentation required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his 
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eligibility.  On receipt of this information a decision will be made and the person concerned will 
be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ02600Disability Allowance Appeals

13/07/2017WRJJJ027001235. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
application for a disability appeal by a person (details supplied). [34741/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am informed by the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office that an appeal was registered on 20th  June 2017 and in accordance with 
the statutory requirements that office has contacted the person concerned and asked her to set 
out the complete grounds of her appeal.  On receipt of her response the relevant papers will be 
requested from the Department of Social Protection and the appeal will then be referred, in due 
course, to an Appeals Officer for consideration.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister of Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ02900Disability Allowance Appeals

13/07/2017WRJJJ030001236. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
application for a disability appeal by a person (details supplied). [34742/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am advised by the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office that an appeal was registered on 22nd  June 2017 and in accordance 
with the statutory requirements, that office contacted the person concerned and asked him to set 
out the complete grounds of his appeal.

The grounds of appeal were received by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 03rd  July 
2017 and in accordance with the statutory requirement of the appeals process the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer have been sought.  When these papers 
are received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer 
who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ03200Carer’s Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRJJJ033001237. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
carer’s allowance review for a person (details supplied). [34743/17]
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13/07/2017WRJJJ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Carer’s allowance (CA) is in 
payment to the person concerned since 31 July 2014 in respect of one care recipient.   I confirm 
that my department received an application for Carer’s Allowance (CA) from the person con-
cerned on 16 February 2017 in respect of a second care recipient.  

The application of the person concerned was disallowed on the grounds that he was not pro-
viding full-time care and attention as required.  The person concerned was notified on 20 June 
2017 of this decision, the reason for it and of his right of review and appeal.

The person concerned has requested a review of this decision and submitted additional 
evidence in support of his application.  The review is currently being processed and once com-
pleted, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ03500Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRJJJ036001238. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
application for a domiciliary care allowance by a person (details supplied). [34744/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ03700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Department is currently experiencing delays in the processing of Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance (DCA) claims.  We are extremely sorry for any worry or concern this may cause to parents/
guardians of children with additional care needs. At present it is taking 20 weeks on average to 
finalise an application.  Applications are processed in date of receipt order.  There are a number 
of factors that have contributed to the extended time required to process claims;     First, there 
is a significant increase in the volume of applications being received.  The numbers applying 
for DCA have increased significantly since 2009, when the Department took over administra-
tion of the scheme from the HSE.  The year on year increase in volumes over recent years has 
consistently been in the 15-20% range due to an increase in population and more awareness of 
the scheme.  Over 1,000 claims were received in May, along with a further 700 in June; whereas 
the average would have been 400 per month a few years ago. 

Secondly, following a High Court ruling in 2016, there is now a need for the Department’s 
medical assessors to provide the deciding officer with a more detailed opinion on the child’s 
eligibility for the scheme and for the deciding officer in turn to provide more detailed reasons 
for their decision when communicating this to the customer.  These factors have resulted in the 
time taken to finalise applications increasing significantly and as a result the numbers being 
processed have reduced and the timescale to finalise each application has increased

Corrective actions are being taken, with additional deciding officers assigned to work on the 
scheme.  Once these deciding officers become fully operational, the increase in claim process-
ing capacity should allow for an improvement in processing times.

An application for DCA was received from this lady on the 21st of February 2017.  The 
application will be considered by a Deciding Officer and the decision notified to her as soon as 
possible. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ03800Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals
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13/07/2017WRJJJ039001239. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
domiciliary care allowance for a person (details supplied). [34745/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ04000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This lady applied for domiciliary care allowance in respect of her child on the 9th October 
2015.  The application was not allowed as it was considered that the child did not meet the 
eligibility criteria for the allowance.  A letter issued on 6th January 2016 outlining the decision 
in this case.

An appeal was lodged against this decision and as part of that appeal process, a review of 
the decision was undertaken by a deciding officer who upheld the original decision.  The ap-
plication was forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) for the appeal to be 
processed and she was advised on the 21st June 2016 that the appeal against the decision had 
not been allowed. 

A request for a further review of the original decision along with additional information 
on this child’s condition/care needs was received on 10th February 2017.  This new informa-
tion has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their professional 
opinion.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined by 
a deciding officer, who will revise the original decision if warranted. In the interest of fairness 
to all claimants, reviews are processed in date of receipt order.  Currently, it can take  over 20 
weeks to finalise a request for a review of a decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ04100Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

13/07/2017WRJJJ042001240. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
domiciliary care allowance for a person (details supplied). [34746/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ04300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Department is currently experiencing delays in the processing of Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance (DCA) claims.  We are extremely sorry for any worry or concern this may cause to parents/
guardians of children with additional care needs.  At present it is taking 20 weeks on average to 
finalise an application. Applications are processed in date of receipt order.  There are a number 
of factors that have contributed to the extended time required to process claims;  

First, there is a significant increase in the volume of applications being received.  The num-
bers applying for DCA have increased significantly since 2009, when the Department took over 
administration of the scheme from the HSE.  The year on year increase in volumes over recent 
years has consistently been in the 15-20% range due to an increase in population and more 
awareness of the scheme.  Over 1,000 claims were received in May, along with a further 700 in 
June; whereas the average would have been 400 per month a few years ago. 

Secondly, following a High Court ruling in 2016, there is now a need for the Department’s 
medical assessors to provide the deciding officer with a more detailed opinion on the child’s 
eligibility for the scheme and for the deciding officer in turn to provide more detailed reasons 
for their decision when communicating this to the customer.  These factors have resulted in the 
time taken to finalise applications increasing significantly and as a result the numbers being 
processed have reduced and the timescale to finalise each application has increased

Corrective actions are being taken, with additional deciding officers assigned to work on the 
scheme.  Once these deciding officers become fully operational, the increase in claim process-
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ing capacity should allow for an improvement in processing times.

An application for DCA was received from this lady on the 21st February 2017.  The ap-
plication will be considered by a Deciding Officer and the decision notified to her as soon as 
possible. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ04400Invalidity Pension Applications

13/07/2017WRJJJ045001241. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
application for an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied). [34747/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from the 18 May 
2017.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on the 27 July 2017.  Any arrears due 
from the 18 May 2017 to the 26 July 2017 (less any overlapping social welfare payment and/or 
outstanding overpayment) will issue in due course.  The gentleman in question was notified of 
this decision on the 10 July 2017.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ04700Invalidity Pension Applications

13/07/2017WRJJJ048001242. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
application for an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied). [34748/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ04900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions. 

To qualify for IP a claimant must, inter-alia, have at least 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contribu-
tions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last complete 
contribution year before the date of their claim.  Only PRSI classes A, E or H contributions are 
reckonable for IP purposes.  

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on the 19 April 2017.  
He was refused IP on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme are not satis-
fied.  He was notified on the 22 May 2017 of this decision, the reason for it and of his right of 
review and appeal.  

My Department is currently reviewing the contribution history of this gentleman in relation 
to possible entitlement to further PRSI contributions for period(s) of employment in 2016 and 
a Deciding Officer wrote to him on the 11 July 2017 for further information in this regard.  On 
completion of the review the gentleman concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/07/2017WRJJJ05000Farm Assist Scheme Data
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13/07/2017WRJJJ051001243. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of recipients of farm assist and the amount paid in each county, in each of the years from 2012 
to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[34766/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The recipient information and 
national expenditure for Farm Assist requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following tabu-
lar statements.

The Department does not collate statistics on expenditure on a county by county basis for 
Farm Assist.

Farm Assist Recipients by County Breakdown

 Dec-12 Dec-13 Dec-14 Dec-15 Dec-16 Jun-17
Carlow 84 75 76 69 58 57
Cavan 404 344 326 300 265 262
Clare 609 566 521 455 400 392
Cork 922 840 788 689 606 594
Donegal 1,534 1,492 1,458 1,378 1,294 1,287
Dublin 37 28 32 30 33 31
Galway 1,112 1,035 1,000 858 767 762
Kerry 818 766 721 638 568 569
Kildare 53 39 37 28 19 20
Kilkenny 146 128 120 108 91 87
Laois 158 128 116 104 94 79
Leitrim 394 396 377 366 331 325
Limerick 250 231 216 180 164 160
Longford 260 232 205 177 139 138
Louth 87 79 82 72 59 60
Mayo 1,813 1,691 1,614 1,471 1,289 1,288
Meath 93 81 81 67 55 52
Monaghan 504 468 446 386 344 339
Offaly 130 107 97 89 76 79
Roscom-
mon

424 384 356 319 276 276

Sligo 310 283 283 251 228 226
Tipperary 404 363 336 300 269 262
Waterford 92 85 78 70 64 58
Westmeath 197 166 153 131 120 119
Wexford 248 224 223 195 166 160
Wicklow 79 72 67 59 53 54
Total 11,162 10,303 9,809 8,790 7,828 7,736
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Expenditure on Farm Assist 2012 – 2016

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
€000 €000 €000 €000 €000
108,170 99,178 93,632 88,487 78,831

13/07/2017WRJJJ05300Jobseeker’s Benefit

13/07/2017WRJJJ054001244. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection if, in view of the 
increasingly precarious nature of part time work, she will review the regulations regarding the 
number of days in which a recipient of jobseeker’s benefit who works part time must be avail-
able for work for a full day; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34819/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The main social welfare 
schemes for unemployed persons are the jobseeker’s allowance and benefit schemes.  Both 
schemes provide significant support to individuals so that they can work up to 3 days a week 
and still retain access to a reduced jobseeker’s payment.  

The current days based system can provide significant income supports to jobseekers who 
are casually employed or working part-time.  For instance an individual can earn a little over 
€19,760 per year and still retain a small jobseeker’s allowance payment, while the equivalent 
threshold for an individual with a qualified adult is almost €33,975 if they are both working.

If there was a change from a days based to an hours based system, the design would have 
to take account of earnings.  Furthermore, if an hour’s based system were introduced, existing 
casual jobseekers could lose out if their current hours worked over three days, exceeded the new 
hours threshold, thereby creating a disincentive to work longer. 

In addition, to the two jobseeker’s schemes my Department’s main in-work support is the 
family income supplement (FIS), which  targets families with children on low incomes and who 
work at least 19 hrs per week.  

The back to work family dividend (BTWFD) scheme allows JA or JB recipients who have 
been jobseekers for 12 months or recipients of the one-parent family payment to retain their 
full increase for qualified children (IQC) for the first year in employment, tapering to 50% in 
the second year. 

Where a long term unemployed jobseeker is offered employment of more than 3 days but 
less than 24 hours a week, they may be eligible for the part-time job incentive scheme.  Under 
this scheme they can receive a weekly payment of €119 per week if they are single or €193.90 
if they have an adult dependent.

My Department is currently analysing incentives to work in the social welfare system for 
jobseekers with children with a view to developing the Working Family Payment.   

Based on an analysis of current incomes, benefits, and taxes, ESRI research shows that 
people are better off in work than on welfare.  In particular, it demonstrates that more than eight 
out of ten unemployed jobseekers would see their income increase by at least forty per cent 
upon taking up employment. Fewer than three per cent would, in the short-term, be financially 
better off not in work. 

The risk of facing weak financial incentives to work is higher for unemployed persons with 
a spouse and children, as the income support goal of the welfare system means that they tend 
to have higher welfare payments.  However, even among that group, less than one in fifteen 
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would be financially better off not working. With the introduction of the Back to Work Family 
Dividend (BTWFD) scheme, that figure drops to one in twenty.

The combination of schemes available provides considerable income support for individu-
als who have part time employment by allowing them retain access to a social welfare payment.    

Reflecting the impact of government policy, and the overall improvement in the labour mar-
ket, long term unemployment continues to fall.  The most recent data show that unemployment 
has fallen from a peak of 15% in 2012 to 6.3% in June 2017.

13/07/2017WRJJJ05600Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRJJJ057001245. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 2040 of 20 June 2017, the number of former TDs that applied for board 
positions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [34856/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ05800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In my reply to question number 
2040 of 20 June 2017, I confirmed that no former TDs have been appointed to the Boards of any 
of the statutory bodies operating under the aegis of my Department in the period from 1st No-
vember 2014 to date.  I also advised that, in line with the Guidelines on Appointments to State 
Boards (November 2014),appointments to State Boards are advertised on www.stateboards.ie 
which is operated by the Public Appointments Service.

I am advised that all applications submitted to the Public Appointments Service are confi-
dential and used only for the purpose of assessing suitability against the specified criteria.  The 
information sought by the Deputy is not therefore available.

13/07/2017WRJJJ05900Unemployment Levels

13/07/2017WRJJJ060001246. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps that are 
being taken to ease unemployment specifically in the blackspots identified in census 2016; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [30474/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ061001247. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the latest 
unemployment data in the CSO census 2016 summary results part 2. [30514/17]

13/07/2017WRJJJ06200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1246 and 1247 together.

The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of employment 
and unemployment statistics for the State.  Reflecting the impact of government policy, and the 
overall improvement in the labour market, the unemployment rate has fallen rapidly since it 
peaked at 15.1% in Q1 2012.  The most recent figure is 6.8% in Q1 2017, and unemployment 
has fallen by more than half in every region of the country over this period.  A strong downward 
trend continues.  

In Q2 2016, the unemployment rate as measured by the QNHS was 8.6%.  The Census of 
Population 2016 Summary Results - Part 2, published on 15 June 2017 (based on Census night 
24th April 2016) provided an alternative measure of unemployment levels and indicated an 
unemployment rate of 12.7%.

The main difference in the unemployment rate between the two sources arises as the clas-
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sifications used in the measurement of unemployment differ for both. 

In the QNHS, the International Labour Organisation (ILO) classification is used and defines 
employment, unemployment and the inactive population.  Unemployment is defined as persons 
who, in the week before the survey, were without work and available for work within the next 
two weeks, and had taken specific steps, in the preceding four weeks, to find work.

The Census uses the Principal Economic Status (PES) classification to establish the labour 
force situation of the respondent.  The PES classification is based on how respondents would 
describe their present principal status including a status of being unemployed.

Notwithstanding these differences, a strength of the census-based data on employment and 
unemployment is the provision of data for small geographic areas, and analysis on the compari-
sons between areas.  Based on this, the latest census report has identified the 79 District Elector-
al Divisions (DEDs) with the highest levels of unemployment as “unemployment blackspots”.  
The DEDs involved vary greatly in population size (ranging from about 490 to about 8,400) and 
other characteristics.  They are, however, predominantly the DEDs  of highest unemployment 
within larger urban areas; over half of the blackspots, and over half of the population resident 
in blackspots, is in the cities of Dublin, Cork, Limerick and Waterford.

Government policy to reduce unemployment is twofold.  First, through policies set out in 
the Action Plan for Jobs, to create an environment in which business can succeed and create 
jobs; and second, through Pathways to Work to ensure that as many of these new jobs and other 
vacancies that arise in our economy are filled by people taken from the Live Register.

The Action Plan for Jobs 2017 includes actions aimed at stimulating regional growth, in-
cluding the progression, monitoring and support of the eight Regional Action Plans for Jobs, 
which through public and private sector collaboration seek to build on existing strengths and 
assets and identify opportunities within each region, and realise the national Action Plan’s re-
gional employment targets. 

As an example of measures to support the regional jobs agenda, additional funds will be 
made available through the enterprise development agencies out to 2020.  In this context, a 
competitive Regional Enterprise Development Fund 2017-2020 was launched in May 2017, 
providing funding of up to €60 million to co-finance the development and implementation of 
collaborative and innovative projects that can sustain and add to employment at a national, 
regional and county level.  This regional competitive fund will support the ambition, goals 
and implementation of the Regional Action Plans for Jobs.  In addition, additional funding of 
€150m is being made available to the IDA to support its Regional Property Programme and 
drive job creation in the multi-national sector.

The Pathways to Work 2016-2020 strategy continues to prioritise actions for the newly un-
employed and also includes a range of measures for the long-term unemployed.  This includes 
the payment-by-results services of JobPath to engage more systematically with the long-term 
unemployed; providing targeted wage subsidies under JobsPlus; and reserved places for long-
term unemployed jobseekers on employment and training programmes. 

In relation to ‘blackspots’ with a high concentration of unemployment, it is important to 
recognise that DSP services through Intreo are focused on unemployed individuals rather than 
on areas.  This means, nonetheless, that those areas where unemployed individuals are most 
concentrated will also be the areas that receive a greater share of DSP income support payments 
and activation and employment services. 

Finally, the Census shows that the concentration of unemployment in ‘blackspots’ is related 
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to issues such as low educational attainment; housing tenure; and other markers of disadvan-
tage.  Where there is a high spatial concentration of blackspots, such as in Limerick, there are 
overarching strategies in place. For example, the Limerick Regeneration Plan includes a range 
of measures to address the multitude of issues present in these areas.  More generally, measures 
are in place across a range of policy fields, such as education and childcare, to focus enhanced 
support on areas of identified disadvantage.

I am confident that the range of measures outlined, and continuing economic recovery, will 
support further reductions in unemployment both nationally and in the blackspot areas.

13/07/2017WRKKK00100Housing Data

13/07/2017WRKKK002001248. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of new single dwellings constructed since 2007 which have a 
BER certificate; and the estimated number which do not have a BER certificate. [33846/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK00300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) is the statutory agency respon-
sible for the implementation and management of the Building Energy Rating (BER) Scheme 
in accordance with Ireland’s obligations under the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
(Recast).  In accordance with these Regulations every new building is required to have a BER 
Certificate since 1 January 2007 and furthermore any existing dwelling, offered for sale or let-
ting on or after 1 January 2009, also requires a Building Energy Rating (BER) certificate.

Enforcement of the requirement to display energy certificates is the responsibility of Build-
ing Control Authorities, who have comprehensive statutory powers to deal effectively with 
cases where non-compliance with the requirement is identified.

My Department does not collate data on BER statistics.  However information, reporting 
and statistics in relation to the administration of the BER scheme is available on the SEAI web-
site at   http://www.seai.ie/Your_Building/BER/BER_FAQ/FAQ_BER/General/BER_Statistics.
html

Furthermore, the SEAI also provide BER statistics to the Central Statistics Office (CSO) 
which, in turn, publishes comprehensive quarterly bulletins which provide a detailed break-
down of BER ratings. This information is available on the CSO website at   http://www.cso.ie/
en/statistics/environment/.

13/07/2017WRKKK00400Water Charges Refunds

13/07/2017WRKKK005001249. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the estimated cost of refunding all those that paid water charges. [34541/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK00600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The estimated cost, including administrative costs, of refunding all customers of 
Irish Water that paid domestic water services charges is just under €180m.

13/07/2017WRKKK00700Vacant Sites Levy

13/07/2017WRKKK008001250. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
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Local Government the estimated annual revenue that could be raised from a vacant site tax of 
3%, 6%, 10% and 20% in 2018, 2019 and 2020. [34544/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK009001251. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the estimated annual revenue that could be raised from a tax on residential 
properties vacant for over one year of 3%, 6%, 10% and 20%. [34545/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1250 and 1251 together.

The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a new measure, the vacant site 
levy, which is aimed at incentivising the development of vacant, under-utilised sites in urban 
areas.  Under the Act, planning authorities are required to establish a register of vacant sites in 
their areas, beginning on 1 January 2017, and to issue annual notices to owners of vacant sites 
by 1 June 2018 in respect of vacant sites on the register on 1 January 2018.  The levy will be 
applied by planning authorities, commencing on 1 January 2019 in respect of sites which were 
vacant and on the vacant site register during the year 2018 and will subsequently be applied on 
an annual basis thereafter, as long as a site remains on the vacant site register in the preceding 
year.

Planning authorities are empowered to apply an annual vacant site levy of 3% of the market 
value of vacant sites, exceeding 0.5 hectares in area - with reduced or zero rates of levy apply-
ing in specific circumstances – which, in the planning authority’s opinion, were vacant or idle 
in the preceding year, in areas identified by the planning authority in its development plan or 
local area plan for residential or regeneration development.  The 3% rate of vacant site levy is 
consistent with the rate applied to derelict sites under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 and is con-
sidered a reasonable initial step in incentivising the activation of such sites for residential or 
regeneration purposes. 

All levies due on an individual site will remain a charge on the land concerned until all out-
standing levies due are paid.  Accordingly, under the vacant site levy provisions, there will be a 
cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for development purposes for each year 
that a site remains vacant or idle.

Planning authorities are presently engaging in the necessary preparatory work, prior to the 
application of the levy with effect from January 2019 in respect of sites identified on the register 
in 2018.  As required under the Act, this includes the identification of specific vacant sites for 
entry on the register as well as the registered owners of the sites in question along with under-
taking a site valuation.  Vacant site registers were established in January 2017 by planning au-
thorities and the registers will be populated as the preparatory work progresses during the year.

The proceeds of the levy raised on vacant sites will be used by planning authorities for the 
provision of housing and urban regeneration development in the local area in which vacant sites 
are located.  No more than 10% of the levy monies received by planning authorities may be 
used on their collection and administration costs.  

At this time, ahead of the full population of registers with details of sites and valuations, it is 
not possible to provide an estimate of the annual levies that may be raised by planning authori-
ties through the implementation of the levy or to estimate the annual levies that may be raised 
from the application of different levy rates than those provided for.  

Matters in relation to taxation are the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Fi-
nance.
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13/07/2017WRKKK01100Social Innovation Fund Ireland

13/07/2017WRKKK012001252. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the projects awarded funding by the social innovation fund by county and 
amount awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34693/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Social Innovation Fund Ireland (SIFI) works in partnership with Government to find 
and develop the best social innovations with the potential for transformative impact on critical 
social issues facing Ireland, including unemployment and the environment.  The partnership is 
based on a 50:50 philanthropic/government matched funding arrangement. 

Details of the awards made by SIFI are available on their website, www.sifi.ie

13/07/2017WRKKK01400Tenant Purchase Scheme

13/07/2017WRKKK015001253. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will bring forward changes to the tenant purchase scheme which will 
make this scheme more accessible for tenants of local authority properties; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33590/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK016001287. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government his plans to reintroduce a tenant purchase scheme to allow tenants 
of a specified number of years and that meet other criteria, purchase their home; when he will 
introduce such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33715/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK017001335. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the new tenant purchase scheme will be introduced. [34890/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1253, 1287 and 1335 together.

The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The 
Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme.  

In line with the commitment given in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing 
and Homelessness, a review of the first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase scheme’s opera-
tion has been undertaken.  The review has incorporated analysis of comprehensive data re-
ceived from local authorities regarding the operation of the scheme during 2016 and a wide-
ranging public consultation process which saw submissions received from individuals, elected 
representatives and organisations.

The review is now complete and a full report setting out findings and recommendations has 
been prepared.  Following consultation with relevant Departments on implementation arrange-
ments, I expect that definitive proposals will be submitted to me very shortly.

13/07/2017WRKKK01900Local Authority Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRKKK020001254. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the criteria for incremental increases as set out for an employee of a local au-
thority that was employed in an acting-up role for a number of years and that subsequently was 
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appointed to that role in a full-time capacity, in view of the fact that the local authority will not 
recognise the years they had been acting and subsequently they were not awarded incremental 
credits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33601/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The criteria for the awarding of incremental credit to an employee who, while in 
receipt of an allowance for higher duties, is promoted into the grade to which they are acting is 
set out in Departmental Circular Letter E.L. 02/2010, which provides that -

If an officer while in receipt of an allowance for higher duties is promoted into the grade to 
which they are acting: 

The officer’s starting pay on promotion will be the more favourable of:

(i) starting pay calculated in accordance with normal arrangements 

or

(ii) the equivalent of her/his total remuneration   (i.e. salary plus allowance, on the date of 
promotion).

The date on which the next revision of the higher duties allowance would have arisen (i.e. 
anniversary of assignment)   becomes the officer’s new incremental date.

13/07/2017WRKKK02200Seaweed Harvesting Licences

13/07/2017WRKKK023001255. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason no public consultation meetings were held regarding the application 
for a licence for the mechanical harvesting of kelp in Bantry Bay; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33602/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK02400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1255 and 1303 together.

Normal public consultation procedures were followed in this case.  The application was 
advertised in the Southern Star and was available for inspection at a local Garda Station for a 
period of 21 days.  No submissions were received from members of the public. 

In line with usual procedures, the application was also circulated to various bodies for their 
views and input.  Submissions were received from the National Parks and Wildlife Service and 
the Underwater Archaeology Unit of the then Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
the Marine Survey Office, the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, the Eastern Regional Fisher-
ies Board, the Central Fisheries Board and the Marine Institute. 

The EIA Directive applies to a wide range of public and private projects.  It is a manda-
tory requirement for project types listed in Annex I of the Directive, e.g., the construction of 
motorways and airports or the construction of installations for the disposal of hazardous waste.  
For project types listed in Annex II, it is up to the consenting authority to determine if an EIS 
is required by carrying out EIA screening based on criteria set out in the Directive.  Examples 
of Annex II projects include intensive fish farming, reclamation of land from the sea, extractive 
mining, fossil fuel storage or metal processing.  An EIA may also be required where the thresh-
olds set out in the Directive are not met (sub-threshold EIA) or where the project or activity is 
proposed to be carried out in a Natura 2000 site.  
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If the consenting authority determines that the EIA Directive applies to a project it requires 
that an applicant must prepare and submit an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), following 
which the consent authority would carry out EIA.  In the case referred to, the proposed project 
is not within a Natura 2000 site, it is not of a class set out in Annex I of the Directive nor does it 
fall into Annex II; therefore, an EIS is not required.  I should however point out that the Marine 
Licence Vetting Committee considered all material pertaining to the application and concluded 
that subject to compliance with specific conditions the proposed harvesting was not likely to 
have a significant negative impact on the marine environment.

13/07/2017WRKKK02500Election Management System

13/07/2017WRKKK026001256. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government the level of research his Department has conducted on lowering 
the voting age to 16; and his views on the necessity for a referendum on the matter. [33654/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): A referendum would be required in order to reduce to sixteen years, the age at which 
a person would be entitled to register to vote at Dáil elections, Presidential elections and at 
referendums.

It is my understanding that a referendum would not be required to reduce the voting age 
at local and European elections.  There is a Bill before the Seanad, the Electoral (Amend-
ment) (Voting at 16) Bill 2016, which proposes reducing the voting age at those elections.  
The proposals in that Bill and the issues that arise in considering a reduction in the voting age 
more generally are being further examined in my Department, following a debate on that Bill in 
the Seanad on 29 March 2017.  These issues include the potential concerns that arise in having 
the age of majority set at 18 years and the voting age set at 16.

The related research that has been conducted in my Department in recent years included 
research on the position and experience in other countries and research on age limitations across 
the policy spectrum in Ireland.

13/07/2017WRKKK02800Electoral Commission Establishment

13/07/2017WRKKK029001257. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government his plans to collate or mandate a public body to collate voter 
turnout statistics by demographic, particularly by age, to improve voter accessibility and infor-
mation. [33655/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK030001258. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government the status of the establishment of an electoral commission; if he 
has a proposed timeline or target date for establishment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33656/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1257 and 1258 together.

In 2015, on the basis of a consultation paper prepared by my Department, and at the invi-
tation of the then Minister, the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and the 
Gaeltacht undertook a public consultation process on the establishment of an electoral com-
mission.  The Committee published a report on the consultation in January 2016.  This report 



13 July 2017

755

contains a series of recommendations regarding the establishment of an electoral commission, 
including functions which should be assigned to it; independence, membership and account-
ability mechanisms; and the establishment process.  In the report, voter turnout and voter edu-
cation are identified as matters in need of attention.  The Committee also recommended that the 
development and implementation of policy on voter facilitation measures and the development 
and implementation of innovative ways to enhance voter education and engagement (includ-
ing obstacles to registration) be assigned as functions to the electoral commission.  These, 
along with the other recommendations in the report, are informing the implementation of the 
commitment in A Programme for a Partnership Government on establishing an electoral com-
mission, including the preparation of an Electoral Commission Bill to give effect to that com-
mitment.  My Department is in the first instance preparing a Regulatory Impact Analysis for 
the Bill. It is not possible at this early stage to provide a timeline for the establishment of the 
Commission. 

 I have no immediate plans to collate or mandate a public body to collate voter turnout sta-
tistics by demographic.  These are matters that will be considered in the assignment of functions 
to the electoral commission in due course. 

13/07/2017WRKKK03200Local Authority Housing Provision

13/07/2017WRKKK033001259. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government when the various local authorities were requested to make the necessary 
arrangements to provide for an accelerated housing programme; the degree to which action has 
been taking place as a result; if he has satisfied himself that the response to date is sufficient to 
meet the requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33657/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK034001262. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the local authorities in the greater Dublin area that are responding most 
positively to the need for an urgent response to the housing shortage in terms of local authority 
and affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33660/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1259 and 1262 together.

There is continuing, regular contact between myself as Minister and my Department with the 
local authorities, including those in the Greater Dublin Area, covering all aspects of the Gov-
ernment’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, which is focused 
on increasing supply across all tenures.  Direct contact between my Department and the local 
authorities focuses, in particular, on their housing delivery programmes, with quarterly meet-
ings that address technical issues on projects and work to advance them to site as soon possible. 

Local authorities generally are making clear progress in increasing and accelerating hous-
ing supply.  This can be seen, for example, in the social housing construction programme, 
details of which are now published quarterly, with the latest report, as at end Quarter 1 2017, 
available at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-construction-
projects-report-2017/.  Within the details of the over 600 social housing projects, involving the 
construction of over 10,000 new social homes, are details of the projects that the local authori-
ties in the Greater Dublin Area are advancing.  These include projects that are in design, plan-
ning or being tendered, those on site and some that are recently completed.

Acquisitions of new and second hand houses and apartments for those on the waiting lists 
is also part of the early response to the housing challenge and almost 2,000 such acquisitions 
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were made nationally in 2016.  More are being undertaken this year and the Greater Dublin 
Area is prominent in this activity.  Further information in this regard is available at the follow-
ing link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/1c1-la-acq-by-area_5.xlsx. 

Local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area are also utilising long-term leasing opportuni-
ties with private owners.  In 2016, there were 1,832 new social homes provided in this way by 
the four Dublin local authorities, 177 in Kildare, 154 in Meath and 36 in Wicklow.

The rapid delivery programme is now progressing well and my Department is work-
ing with a broad range of local authorities, in the Greater Dublin Area and beyond, on using 
this approach where suitable.  There are currently over 500 rapid delivery homes advancing 
through the planning design, procurement and construction stages, and work is underway to en-
sure that a further 500 units are advanced in the coming months, bringing the number of units in 
the programme to 1,000 by year end.  An additional 500 units are targeted for delivery in 2018.  
The establishment of a framework of rapid delivery contractors by the Office of Government 
Procurement means that local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area and beyond can take ad-
vantage of this approach, allowing them to run quicker procurement competitions and advance 
rapid delivery projects to site more efficiently. 

The publication in April 2017 of the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map will pro-
mote residential development on State lands as part of a new strategic approach to State land 
management.  Opening up the supply of State land in this way, for social and mixed-tenure 
housing, is a critically important policy in addressing a situation where the pace of recovery 
in the housing development sector is slower than it needs to be to meet demand.  In practical 
terms, the development of these sites will mean accelerating social housing delivery and se-
curing more homes for sale and rent at more affordable price points.  Two of the Dublin local 
authorities have already brought forward four key, large-scale sites, capable of delivering 3,000 
new homes, and I expect other local authorities to follow suit.

13/07/2017WRKKK03600Local Authority Housing Provision

13/07/2017WRKKK037001260. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which serviced or serviceable lands, zoned or unzoned, 
have been identified by each of the local authorities in the greater Dublin area to facilitate a 
rapid build housing programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33658/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department is working closely with all local authorities in relation to increasing 
and accelerating the delivery of a range of social housing programmes and supports, including 
rapid build homes.  There are currently over 500 rapid build units in various stages of deliv-
ery, including construction, and work is underway at advancing a further 500 units by the end 
of 2017, with another 500 units to be delivered in 2018.

There has been significant pressure to ramp-up rapid build delivery, which local authorities 
have been responding to positively.  Of particular note has been the establishment of a frame-
work of rapid build contractors by the Office of Government Procurement, which means that 
local authorities across the country can now run quicker procurement competitions and advance 
rapid build projects to site more efficiently and effectively.

The identification of lands which are serviced, serviceable, zoned or unzoned, is a matter for 
the local authority concerned who are best placed to understand the housing needs in their areas.  
However, a recent initiative which is of benefit to both local authorities and the general public 
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is the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, which was published on 27 April 2017.  The Map 
is a vital initial step in the new strategic approach to State land management and the datasets 
published on the map include details of over 700 local authority and Housing Agency-owned 
sites, totalling some 1,700 hectares, as well as 30 sites (covering about 200 hectares) owned by 
State or semi-State bodies.  The map is available to view on the Rebuilding Ireland website at: 
http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

13/07/2017WRKKK03900Local Authority Housing Provision

13/07/2017WRKKK040001261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which he entered into dialogue with the local authorities 
with a view to ensuring the immediate implementation of a local authority housing programme 
sufficient to address the problem of homelessness in addition to reducing the existing local au-
thority housing waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33659/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK04100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I refer to the  reply to Questions Nos. 24 and 52 on today’s Order Paper which sets 
out the position on this matter.

  Question No. 1262 answered with Question No. 1259.

13/07/2017WRKKK04300Homeless Persons Data

13/07/2017WRKKK044001263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of homeless persons in County Kildare that have been of-
fered and have received accommodation from the local authority in the past twelve months; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33662/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK04500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a na-
tional framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities 
in addressing homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision 
of accommodation for homeless individuals, and related services, rests with individual housing 
authorities. 

Furthermore, the allocation of social housing support to qualified households is a matter 
for the local authority concerned, in accordance with its allocation scheme made in accordance 
with section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Regula-
tions.   As such, it is a matter for each housing authority to decide on the type of support to be 
allocated to individual households.  

Therefore the specific data breakdown sought by the Deputy is not available in my Depart-
ment, and is a matter for the relevant housing authority.

13/07/2017WRKKK04600Local Authority Housing Funding

13/07/2017WRKKK047001264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which funding is available to Kildare County Council 
to address the local authority housing issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33663/17]
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13/07/2017WRKKK04800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Rebuilding Ireland has put in place the funding resources to accelerate the delivery 
of social housing for all local authorities, including Kildare County Council. Critically, €5.35 
billion in exchequer investment has been secured to support its implementation and to deliver 
47,000 social housing units through build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing, over the 
period to 2021.  

This level of national funding to implement Rebuilding Ireland’s targets means that funding 
is available to Kildare County Council, and to other local authorities, to advance their housing 
delivery.  Evidence of this can be seen in the Status Report on Social Housing Construction 
Projects, the latest of which is available at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
social-housing-construction-projects-report-2017/.    It includes 17 construction projects of 
various scale in County Kildare, delivering 301 new social homes.  These projects are at various 
stages of advancement and   there has been no funding delay. 

In tandem with the construction programme, all local authorities have been undertaking the 
targeted acquisition of properties and from January 2016 to date, over €30 million has been 
provided to Kildare County Council to purchase over 180 new social homes.  The local author-
ity has also benefitted from funding to return vacant and derelict social housing to use, with 95 
such units supported through an investment of €1.65 million from 2014-16. 

Kildare County Council has 307 further social homes supplied, as at end of Q2 2017, under 
my Department’s Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme.  The Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP) scheme is currently meeting the housing needs of some 1,200 households in 
Kildare, with an additional 16 households being supported each week.  From January 2016 to 
date, funding in excess of €9.9 million was recouped to Kildare under the Rental Accommoda-
tion Scheme.  Kildare County Council also has a target to deliver 31 new social homes as part 
of the national 2017 target of 800 units under the Repair and Leasing Scheme. 

I am keen that Kildare County Council brings forward and advances social housing projects 
as speedily as possible and I have assured all local authorities that funding is in place to support 
their activity in this regard in 2017 and beyond.  

13/07/2017WRKKK04900Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRKKK050001265. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which plans are afoot to reactivate stalled building sites 
such as the town centre at Naas, County Kildare; if he will ensure ready access to the logis-
tics required with particular reference to enabling the development to take place immediately 
after the ongoing disputes have been resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33665/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK051001266. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if partially constructed building sites such as at the abandoned town 
centre at Naas, County Kildare are likely to be required to restart the planning process or rely 
on the existing permissions with obvious implications for the restart of the development; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33666/17]

13/07/2017WRKKK05200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1265 and 1266 together.

The management of issues related to this development are primarily a matter for Kildare 
County Council and one in which I have no function.  I am informed by Kildare County Council 
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that a Receiver has been appointed in relation to the site in question and it would be inappropri-
ate for me to comment further on that matter. 

Under section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, I am precluded 
from exercising any power or control in relation to any particular case with which a planning 
authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be involved, except in very specific circumstances, 
which do not appear to apply in this case.  Therefore, any questions regarding progressing 
particular planning projects should be directed to the relevant planning authority, in this case 
Kildare County Council. 

13/07/2017WRXXXX00200Local Authority Housing Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX003001267. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of families rehoused by Kildare County Council in each of 
the past two years and to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33667/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department does not collate or hold the specific statistical data requested by the 
Deputy.  The allocation of social housing support to qualified households is a matter for the lo-
cal authority concerned, in accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 
and associated Regulations.

13/07/2017WRXXXX00500Housing Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX006001268. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans to facilitate the urgent restart of development on house build-
ing sites throughout the greater Dublin area with particular reference to the urgent need to bring 
new houses onto the market as early as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33668/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX007001269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of houses and new housing starts in each of the counties 
immediately adjacent to Dublin city and county over the past 12 months; the expectation in this 
regard in the next six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33669/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX00800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, published in 
July 2016, is particularly focused on increasing supply of new homes across all tenures, to 
achieve total housing output of at least 25,000 homes per year by 2020, effectively doubling the 
output of 12,600 homes recorded in 2015.

Rebuilding Ireland commits to the delivery of an additional 47,000 social housing 
units over the 6-year life-time of the plan for which a budget of €5.35 billion is in place.  Last 
year, €935 million was invested in providing some 19,000 social housing supports, through new 
builds, refurbishments and acquisitions as well as through the Housing Assistance Payment 
Scheme. In 2017, some 21,000 households will have their social housing needs met.

With regard to the wider housing market, under Pillar 3 of Rebuilding Ireland, a wide range 
of actions are already well advanced to increase housing supply significantly, including opening 
up State lands for housing; the €226m Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund; planning 
reforms; promoting more efficient design and delivery methods to lower housing delivery costs; 
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and the review of costs of construction to identify potential efficiencies.

While we are still just one year into the 6-year Action Plan, there is already strong evidence 
that the actions set out in Rebuilding Ireland are yielding results.  The latest Monthly Housing 
Activity Report, published by my Department on the Rebuilding Ireland website, www.rebuild-
ingireland.ie, shows that  house building is continuing to gather strength and pace. 

Planning permissions for 17,934 new homes were granted in the twelve-month period to end 
March 2017 (up 39% year on year).  6,497 of these were  in Dublin with, 10,518 in the wider 
Greater Dublin Area (i.e. the four Dublin Local Authority areas plus Counties Kildare, Meath 
and Wicklow).

In addition, site Commencement Notices for 15,579 new homes nationwide were submit-
ted in the twelve-month period to end May 2017 (up 42% year on year), of which 5,856 are in 
Dublin and 9,053 in the GDA.

The number of homes connected to the ESB Grid, a proxy for house completions, during the 
twelve month period to end May 2017 was 16,340, of which 4,633 are in Dublin while 7,047 are 
in the GDA.  This represents a year on year increase of 19% nationally and 33% in the GDA.  
The expectation is that the number will reach 18,000/18,500 for 2017 as a whole.

Through the range of actions currently being progressed through Rebuilding Ireland to in-
crease the supply of homes across all tenures, the Government has made considerable progress 
towards restoring a more sustainable and normally functioning housing market, which will be 
capable of providing homes at affordable price points to buy or rent, where and when they are 
needed.  Nevertheless, I will be giving further consideration to housing supply and affordability 
issues in the context of the targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland which my Department has 
now commenced and which I hope to conclude in September.

13/07/2017WRXXXX00900Housing Policy

13/07/2017WRXXXX010001270. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which facilities are available to meet the housing needs of 
the indigenous rural population by way of ensuring an adequate number of houses in keeping 
with good planning principles to facilitate in so far as is possible the indigenous needs of those 
living in rural areas thereby reducing the impact on housing lists; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33670/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Based on ESB connections data, it is estimated that around half of the 15,000 new 
homes completed last year were one-off houses, mainly built in rural areas, which account for 
less than 40% of the national population.  The high proportion of overall national house-build-
ing taking place in rural areas points to the degree to which indigenous communities in rural 
areas are being facilitated in meeting their housing needs in those rural areas, with a degree of 
overspill development from cities and towns as well.

In addition, my Department’s 2005 Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Ru-
ral Housing are designed to ensure that planning authorities strike a balance between managing 
the future of rural areas from a development perspective and at the same time enabling housing 
requirements of rural communities to be met.  The Guidelines set out how planning authorities 
should frame their development plan policies for the different types of rural areas which may 
exist within the development plan area, which range from rural areas close to cities and towns 
at risk of overspill development and remoter areas with low levels of development pressure and 
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consistent patterns of population decline.  The Guidelines also set out policy advice on issues 
such as access to appropriate wastewater treatment facilities, potential impacts of the develop-
ment on groundwater, landscape, natural and cultural heritage and addressing road safety issues 
(e.g. frontage onto national roads).

I am satisfied that a sufficiently flexible and robust policy framework is in place to ensure 
that rural communities can meet their housing needs.

I also recognise that the major shortfalls in housing provision are in our larger cities and 
towns and that it is in and around these key locations that we must particularly focus our efforts 
to boost supply, as outlined in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing 
and Homelessness, to avoid driving unsustainable overspill development in rural areas as a 
result of undersupply in urban locations.

13/07/2017WRXXXX01200NAMA Social Housing Provision

13/07/2017WRXXXX013001271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government if NAMA may again be approached with a view to the possible 
availability of extra housing to meet the pressing needs of local authority housing applicants 
throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33671/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX01400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): To end Quarter 1 2017, the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) had iden-
tified 6,947 units, associated with the security for loans that NAMA has acquired, that could be 
made available for social housing.  Many of these units were in unfinished housing develop-
ments or developments that required significant remediation work.  All of the units identified by 
NAMA, regardless of their condition, location or circumstance were offered to local authorities 
in the first instance.

To date, demand has been confirmed by local authorities for 2,780 of the properties that 
NAMA has identified as potentially available. Local authorities have confirmed that 2,423 of the 
properties are considered unsuitable by reference to sustainable planning and housing policy, or 
are located in areas with no social housing demand.  A further 1,744 properties have been sold 
or privately let by the owners or receivers since the initial offer was made to the local authority.

General information in relation to NAMA delivery for social housing is available on the 
website of the Housing Agency at the following link:

https://www.housingagency.ie/Our-Services/Housing-Supply-Services/NAMA-(1).aspx.

In consultation with my Department, the Housing Agency and local authorities, NAMA 
continues to work through its portfolio with a view to identifying units that could be made 
available.  The local authorities and the Housing Agency have been working systematically 
through the units with NAMA to determine if there is a social housing demand for the proper-
ties identified as potentially suitable for social housing.  However, many of these units may be 
in private rented use and it is not appropriate or desirable that such private tenancies would be 
displaced. 

Where a demand is identified by a local authority, this information is provided to NAMA 
and efforts are made to secure as many of the suitable properties as possible for social housing.  
While this process is ongoing, it is unlikely to yield a significant number of further properties.
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13/07/2017WRXXXX01500Social and Affordable Housing Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX016001272. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the number of private housing completions in 2016 and to date in 
2017 in Dublin city. [33673/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX017001274. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the number of affordable housing completions in 2016 and to date 
in 2017 in Dublin city. [33675/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1272 and 1274 together.

My Department publishes ESB Networks data on residential homes connected to the ESB 
grid, as a proxy for house completions, as it currently represents the best available indicator, 
with full coverage, that a residential unit is becoming available for occupation.

This ESB dataset includes recently completed one-off homes, multi-unit scheme develop-
ments and apartments.  It also includes some re-connections to the grid, where properties that 
have been unoccupied for over two years are being brought back into use.  The dataset is updat-
ed monthly and is published on my Department’s website, with a breakdown by local authority.  
This information can be accessed through the following weblink -   http://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/construction-activity-completions.

My Department also publishes Monthly Housing Activity Reports that draw together the 
most up-to-date data on housing activity indicators, such as planning permissions, housing 
development site commencements, ESB connections, social housing output, and residential 
purchase and rental prices.  The latest monthly report can be accessed on the Rebuilding Ireland 
website at the following weblink - 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/house-building-activity-gathering-strength-and-pace/.

While information on house sales and rental prices is useful, the issue of affordability is a 
more complex matter that is as much a function of a household’s income level, access to finance 
and circumstances as it is a function of residential completions and pricing data.  

I have initiated a targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland, with an emphasis on examining and 
strengthening the measures already in place and identifying new initiatives that add value and 
raise ambition.  As part of this review process, I have asked my Department to focus in particu-
lar on the broad issue of housing affordability. 

13/07/2017WRXXXX01900Social and Affordable Housing Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX020001273. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the number of social housing completions in 2016 and to date in 
2017 in Dublin city. [33674/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Details on the number of social housing completions by local authority are available 
on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-
housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision. Information on quarter four of 
2016 is currently being finalised and will be published shortly, with information on quarter one 
of 2017 to follow thereafter.  The provisional data indicates that nationally in 2016, the housing 
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needs of over 19,000 households were met through a range of housing programmes, supported 
by expenditure of over €935 million.  A further €1.3 billion has been provided for 2017 to sup-
port the accelerated delivery of social housing and the achievement of the 2017 target to meet 
the housing needs of over 21,000 households.

Details in respect of the substantial pipeline of new social housing construction projects 
that is now in place, including in the Dublin City Council area, are set out in the Status Report 
on Social Housing Construction Projects, the latest update of which is available at the fol-
lowing link:   http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/rebuilding-ireland/coveney-publishes-details-
further-progress-social-housing-schemes.

Details of all the social housing construction projects being implemented across the 31 local 
authority areas are set out in the Report, including the number of new social homes covered by 
each separate project.

The Report covers over 600 projects, delivering over 10,000 new social homes, including 
some projects completed in 2016 and in the 1st quarter of this year, and others that are on site 
or at various stages of advancement through planning and design.  The scale of the construc-
tion pipeline as at end-quarter 1 2017 represents a major escalation in the social housing build 
programme and more projects are being added on an ongoing basis, to ensure we deliver on 
the ambitious targets set in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on Housing and 
Homelessness.  I am keen that all local authorities advance their social housing projects as 
speedily as possible and I have assured them that funding is in place to support their activity in 
this regard.  

  Question No. 1274 answered with Question No. 1272.

13/07/2017WRXXXX02300Homeless Persons Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX024001275. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the current number of homeless families in Dublin city. [33676/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX025001276. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the current number of homeless children in Dublin city. [33677/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX026001282. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of households with children that have become newly homeless 
each month in Dublin since January 2014 to date in 2017. [33710/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX027001284. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of homeless households that have progressed from temporary 
emergency accommodation to permanent housing in the social housing or private housing sec-
tor in each month since January 2015 to June 2017 or latest date available for the Dublin region. 
[33712/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1275, 1276, 1282 and 1284 together.

My Department publishes official homeless reports on a monthly basis, the latest of which 
is for the month of May 2017.  These reports are available on my Department’s website at the 
following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data. 

These reports are based on data provided by housing authorities, produced through the Path-
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way Accommodation & Support System, in relation to State-funded emergency accommoda-
tion arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities.  These reports capture details of 
adult individuals on a regional and county basis and also details of the number of family units 
within the overall homeless population as well as associated dependents. 

My Department does not collate data on a monthly basis, as requested, in relation to the 
number of homeless households that have progressed from temporary emergency accommo-
dation to permanent housing in the social housing or private housing sector.  However, I can 
confirm that there was 1,059 exits from homelessness in the Dublin Region during 2015 and 
1,833 during 2016.  Figures for 2017 are not yet available. 

Details of the number of new homeless families with dependents entering homeless accom-
modation in the Dublin Region are set out in the following table for each month since the start 
of 2014:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2014 42 25 28 26 28 28 41 33 37 42 33 19
2015 47 55 57 63 66 65 70 78 70 72 60 41
2016 125 83 84 74 64 72 97 72 65 67 60 39
2017 87 62 77 67 79 - - - - - - -

13/07/2017WRXXXX02900Housing Assistance Payments Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX030001277. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the current number of households in Dublin city in receipt of the 
housing assistance payment. [33678/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support 
that is now available to all eligible households throughout the State.  There are currently just 
over 24,000 households having their housing needs met via HAP and some 18,000 separate 
landlords and agents currently in receipt of monthly HAP payments.

The nationwide roll-out of the HAP scheme was completed following its introduction on 
1 March 2017 to the Dublin City, Fingal and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Local Authority ar-
eas.  HAP has been particularly successful in the South Dublin County Council (SDCC) area, 
where it has been available since 1 October 2014. 

The Homeless Pilot of the HAP scheme has been operational since February 2015 across 
the four housing authorities in the Dublin Region, and is being implemented through the Dublin 
Region Homeless Executive (DRHE).  The focus of this pilot scheme is to transition qualified 
households from emergency accommodation, including hotels, into private rented tenancies.  

There are currently almost 4,000 active HAP tenancies set up by the four Dublin local au-
thorities, including 1,600 homeless households set up by the DRHE.

A breakdown of the number of households supported by HAP in each local authority area at 
the end of Quarter 1 2017 is available on my Department’s website http://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision. 

Quarter 2 data will be published on the website shortly.
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13/07/2017WRXXXX03200Rents Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX033001278. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the current average residential property rental cost in Dublin city 
and Dublin north city. [33679/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Compiled by the ESRI and based on the Residential Tenancies Board’s own register 
of over 300,000 tenancies, the RTB Rent Index is a valuable source of information and provides 
standardised average rent data at Local Electoral Area level throughout the State, based on the 
actual rents reported in registrations with the RTB.  The Rent Index is updated quarterly and 
shows the percentage change in rents over the previous quarter and over the previous twelve 
months.

Earlier this year, the RTB and the ESRI revised and developed the methodology for produc-
ing the RTB’s Rent Index so that RTB data can now be used to calculate and monitor changes 
in rents at the level of Local Electoral Areas.  On 15 June, the RTB published the Rent Index 
Report in relation to Quarter 1 2017, which includes a summary of the data in relation to all 
Local Electoral Areas across the country.

For Quarter 1 2017, the standardised average rent for Dublin, as reported in the RTB Rent 
Index, is €1,415 per month.  The report, including details for Local Electoral Areas in Dublin, is 
publicly available on the RTB website at the weblink below and allows all interested parties to 
see exactly where their area stands in relation to average rent levels.

http://www.rtb.ie/docs/default-source/default-document-library/rtb-rent-index-
2017-q1-(3).pdf?sfvrsn=2.

13/07/2017WRXXXX03500House Prices

13/07/2017WRXXXX036001279. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the current average cost residential property sale price in Dublin 
city and Dublin north city. [33680/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX03700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of housing statistics that inform 
the preparation and evaluation of policy.  Data on house price statistics are available on my 
Department’s website at http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-loans-and-
profile-borrowers/house-price-statistics.

Further detail is available from the Central Statistics Office who publish a Residential Prop-
erty Price Index and also average house prices by Eircode area on their website at   www.cso.ie.

13/07/2017WRXXXX03800Tax Code

13/07/2017WRXXXX039001280. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if his Department has explored the number of potential development sites 
held by investors due to the seven-year capital gains tax exemption; and his views on whether 
this is a significant source of land hoarding. [33708/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX04000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
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Murphy): Matters of taxation policy are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Finance.  
My Department does not hold specific information in relation to the impact of the taxation 
measure cited.

In terms of vacant sites more generally, the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 in-
troduced a new measure, the vacant site levy, which is aimed at incentivising the development 
of vacant, under-utilised sites in urban areas.  Under the Act, planning authorities are required 
to establish a register of vacant sites in their areas, beginning on 1 January 2017, and to issue 
annual notices to owners of vacant sites by 1 June 2018 in respect of vacant sites on the register 
on 1 January 2018.  The levy will be applied by planning authorities, commencing on 1 January 
2019 in respect of sites which were vacant and on the vacant site register during the year 2018 
and will subsequently be applied on an annual basis thereafter, as long as a site remains on the 
vacant site register in the preceding year.

Planning authorities are empowered to apply an annual vacant site levy of 3% of the market 
value of vacant sites, exceeding 0.5 hectares in area - with reduced or zero rates of levy apply-
ing in specific circumstances – which, in the planning authority’s opinion, were vacant or idle 
in the preceding year, in areas identified by the planning authority in its development plan or 
local area plan for residential or regeneration development.  The 3% rate of vacant site levy is 
consistent with the rate applied to derelict sites under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 and is con-
sidered a reasonable initial step in incentivising the activation of such sites for residential or 
regeneration purposes. 

It is also worth noting that all levies due on an individual site will remain a charge on the 
land concerned until all outstanding levies due are paid.  Accordingly, under the vacant site levy 
provisions, there will be a cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for develop-
ment purposes for each year that a site remains vacant or idle.

Planning authorities are presently engaging in the necessary preparatory work, prior to the 
application of the levy with effect from January 2019 in respect of sites identified on the register 
in 2018.  As required under the Act, this includes the identification of specific vacant sites for 
entry on the register as well as the registered owners of the sites in question along with under-
taking a site valuation.  Vacant site registers were established in January 2017 by planning au-
thorities and the registers will be populated as the preparatory work progresses during the year.  

With regard to addressing the issue of the hoarding of residentially zoned land, I have tabled 
a number of amendments to the provisions relating to the extension of duration of planning per-
missions in the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 2016, which is currently at Dáil 
Report Stage.  The amendments proposed are collectively aimed at tightening up the provisions 
in relation to the extension of duration of planning permissions and ensuring that extensions of 
duration, without commencing substantial development, will no longer be facilitated.

13/07/2017WRXXXX04100Housing Assistance Payments Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX042001281. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of HAP persons to date in each county and year. [33709/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX04300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support 
that is now available to all eligible households throughout the State.  There are currently just 
over 24,000 households having their housing needs met via HAP and some 18,000 separate 
landlords and agents currently in receipt of monthly HAP payments.
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A breakdown of the number of households supported by HAP in each local authority area at 
the end of Quarter 1 2017 is available on my Department’s website http://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision. 

Quarter 2 data will be published on the website shortly.

  Question No. 1282 answered with Question No. 1275.

13/07/2017WRXXXX04500Housing Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX046001283. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the funding for current and capital housing programmes from his Depart-
ment in each of the years 2000 to 2016. and to date in 2017. [33711/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX04700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The information sought in respect of funding for current and capital housing pro-
grammes for the period 2005 to 2017 is set out in the table below.  As my Department’s current 
financial management system was implemented during 2004, the information sought prior to 
that is not readily available and its compilation would involve a disproportionate amount of 
time and work.

The data for 2015, 2016 and 2017 include amounts self-funded by certain local authorities 
from surplus Local Property Tax receipts.  In relation to 2017, the table contains the budgeted 
amount for the current year.  

Expenditure to date in 2017 on capital housing programmes is €370.53 million with a fur-
ther €212.38 million expended on current housing programmes. 

Year Current - €m Capital - €m
2005 89.234 1,142.354
2006 110.474 1,252.464
2007 143.217 1,364.446
2008 194.508 1,515.499
2009 230.975 1,160.499
2010 235.213 830.066
2011 257.497 484.890
2012 275.273 397.197
2013 284.771 295.165
2014 285.759 299.636
2015 331.210 430.491
2016 401.143 534.028
2017 566.102 731.681
  Question No. 1284 answered with Question No. 1275.

13/07/2017WRXXXX04900Social and Affordable Housing Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX050001285. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of vacant social houses brought back into productive use with 
aid from his Department in each of the years 2015 to 2016, and to date in 2017; the estimated 
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number of long-term voids and short-term vacant social housing units to date in each local au-
thority. [33713/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX05100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): 2,696 and 2,090 vacant social homes were brought back into productive use in 2015 
and 2016, respectively, with funding assistance from my Department.

To date in 2017, funding has been provided in respect of remediation for 115 vacant social 
homes and, based on proposals submitted by the local authorities, I anticipate this number to be 
around 1,400 by year-end.  The distribution of these numbers across the local authorities is set 
out on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/re-
building-ireland/funding/minister-coveney-announces-allocation-funding-over-eu24-million-
void-and-vacant-social-housing-units  .

As well as the above numbers of vacant social homes requiring significant remediation, 
there is a regular turnover of short-term vacancies in the social housing stock of local authori-
ties.  In general, these vacancies are addressed by the local authorities and given that these num-
bers alter on an ongoing basis, for example as tenants move in and out of housing, my Depart-
ment does not record such numbers. 

13/07/2017WRXXXX05200Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

13/07/2017WRXXXX053001286. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount that has been spent under the local infrastructure housing activa-
tion fund to date in 2017; if he will provide a list of projects, a brief description and the loca-
tions of each; the areas in which funding was allocated; and the number of housing units each 
funding allocation has facilitated or will facilitate. [33714/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX05400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): On 28 March 2017, funding was announced for 34 projects under the Local Infra-
structure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).  The cost of these projects is €226.46 million, 
of which €169.65 million would be funded under LIHAF with local authorities funding the 
remaining €56.81 million. 

No drawdown of funding can occur until grant agreements between my Department and lo-
cal authorities have been signed.  It is expected that all the agreements involved will be finalised 
by the end of this month, which will enable drawdown of funding to begin in the latter part of 
2017.

The full list of approved projects, together with brief descriptions and the projected hous-
ing yield for each site, is available on my Department’s website at the following link:   http://
www.housing.gov.ie/housing/rebuilding-ireland/local-infrastructure-housing-activation-fund-
approved-projects.

  Question No. 1287 answered with Question No. 1253.

13/07/2017WRXXXX05600Mortgage to Rent Scheme Data

13/07/2017WRXXXX057001288. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of applications to the mortgage to rent scheme; the number 
of mortgage to rent transactions that have been fully completed to date in 2017, by lender, local 
authority and approved housing body; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33757/17]
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13/07/2017WRXXXX058001289. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of mortgage to rent applications rejected on the grounds 
of ineligibility per year since the scheme’s creation broken down by reason for ineligibility in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33758/17]

13/07/2017WRXXXX05900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Since the introduction of the Mortgage to Rent (MTR) Scheme for borrowers of pri-
vate commercial lending institutions in 2012, a total of 3,694 cases have been submitted under 
the scheme up to the end of June 2017.  Of the 3,694 cases submitted, 2,879 were ineligible or 
terminated during the process.  Of the remaining cases submitted, 265 have been completed and 
the remaining 550 are being actively progressed.

The Housing Agency publishes, on a quarterly basis, detailed statistical information on the 
operation of the MTR scheme, including the number of properties deemed ineligible and the 
number of mortgage to rent transactions that have been completed.  This information which 
is updated to the end of Q2 2017 is available on the Agency’s website at the following link: 
https://www.housingagency.ie/our-services/housing-supply-services/mortgage-to-rent.aspx .

The Review of the Mortgage to Rent Scheme for borrowers of commercial private lending 
institutions published on 8 February 2017 contains a number of actions to make the MTR pro-
cess quicker, more transparent, easier to navigate for borrowers and ultimately, more accessible 
to more households in mortgage distress.  The Review is available on the Rebuilding Ireland 
website at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/
Review-of-the-Mortgage-to-Rent-Scheme-February-2017.pdf.

My Department and the Housing Agency are in the process of implementing each of the ac-
tions set out in the Review and I am confident that these changes will make a significant impact 
to those households who can benefit from access to the scheme.

13/07/2017WRLLL00300Departmental Contracts Data

13/07/2017WRLLL004001290. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the amount of money which was spent by his Department in 2016 on 
external consultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33905/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The expenditure by my Department in 2016 on external consultants was €495,258.  
External consultancy services are only availed of by my Department in circumstances where 
necessary work cannot be carried out within the resources/expertise available to the Depart-
ment.

Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks

13/07/2017WRLLL005501291. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on the assessment on page 81 of the expert report on concrete bricks 
(details supplied); and his plans to remove the opt out from the BCAR regulations.  [33992/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL00575Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Expert Panel on concrete blocks was established by my Department in 2016, 
to investigate problems that have emerged in the concrete blockwork of certain dwellings in 
Counties Donegal and Mayo.
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The panel had the following terms of reference:

(i) To identify, insofar as it is possible, the numbers of private dwellings which appear to be 
affected by defects in the blockwork in the Counties of Donegal and Mayo;

(ii) To carry out a desktop study, which would include a consultation process with affected 
homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building profes-
sionals, testing laboratories, industry stakeholders and other relevant parties, to establish the 
nature of the problem in the affected dwellings;

(iii) To outline a range of technical options for remediation and the means by which those 
technical options could be applied; and

(iv) To submit a report within six months.

On 13 June 2017, the report of the Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks was published and in-
cluded eight recommendations, which my Department is now advancing.  In that context, with 
regard to Recommendation 3, my Department will undertake a  review of the opt-out provision 
under the Building Control (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2015 (S.I. No. 365 of 2015).

Housing Issues

13/07/2017WRLLL005871292. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on housing demand assessments in relation to local area develop-
ment plans (details supplied).  [33993/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL00593Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Existing provisions under planning legislation already provide for extensive housing 
demand assessments as part of the preparation of statutory development plans and local area 
plans by planning authorities. 

The Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 introduced a requirement that all 
development plans must include an evidence-based ‘core strategy’.  The core strategy must 
demonstrate consistency with the National Spatial Strategy and Regional Planning Guidelines 
(to be replaced in due course by the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategies), with a particular focus on alignment with regionally agreed settlement 
hierarchies and population and housing targets.  

In addition, Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) provides 
that a planning authority must include a housing strategy in its development plan for the pur-
pose of ensuring that the proper planning and sustainable development of the area provides for 
the housing of the existing and future population of the area, in the manner set out in the strat-
egy.  As well as having regard to the social housing assessment now to be prepared annually 
under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, the purpose of which is to capture the 
total number of households qualified for social housing support across the country whose social 
housing need is not being met, in order to better understand the level of need for such support, 
the housing strategy must take into account:

(a) the existing need and the likely future need for social housing,

(b) the need to ensure that housing is available for persons who have different levels of 
income,

(c) the need to ensure that a mixture of house types and sizes is developed to reasonably 
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match the requirements of the different categories of households, as may be determined by the 
planning authority, and including the special requirements of elderly persons and persons with 
disabilities, and

(d) the need to counteract undue segregation in housing between persons of different social 
backgrounds.

In addition to the above, a more strategic approach to the assessment of and provision for 
additional housing requirements in support of long-term planning aims is also being developed 
as part of the forthcoming National Planning Framework.

Construction Costs

13/07/2017WRLLL005961293. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when he expects the independent audit of housing construction costs to be 
published; and the stakeholder groups and independent experts whose views have been sur-
veyed for the audit.  [33994/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL00598Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, the Gov-
ernment is committed to a broad range of measures to tackle, among other things, some of 
the costs associated with the provision of housing.  This includes undertaking a detailed analy-
sis, in conjunction with the construction sector, to benchmark housing delivery input costs in 
Ireland, in order to facilitate an increased level of housing output into the future.

A working group, chaired by my Department, has been established and has met on a num-
ber of occasions since December 2016.  The working group comprises representatives from the 
Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland, the Construction Industry Federation, Engineers 
Ireland, the Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland, IBEC, the Society of Chartered 
Surveyors Ireland, the Housing Agency and the National Asset Management Agency.

The report is being finalised at present and I will consider it without delay once submitted.

13/07/2017WRLLL00600Housing Issues

13/07/2017WRLLL007001294. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when he expects the vacant housing strategy to be published. [33995/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL00800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I refer to the reply to Question No 5 on today’s Order Paper which sets out the posi-
tion on this matter.

13/07/2017WRLLL00900Planning Data

13/07/2017WRLLL010001295. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the estimated number of section 5 declarations given by each local authority 
in the latest year available; and the estimated number nationally each year. [33996/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Planning statistics are compiled by each planning authority on an annual basis for 
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collation and publication on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/statistics/planning-statistics-1.

These statistics include data in respect of each authority on planning applications received, 
the number of invalid applications, decisions to grant or refuse permission etc.  However, the 
statistics gathered do not include information of the type referred to by the Deputy in respect of 
the number of section 5 declarations issued.

However, section 5(5) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, requires 
that details of any declaration issued by a planning authority, or of a decision by the Board 
on referral, must be placed on the planning register and be available for public inspection.  
These can be accessed through the websites of the relevant local authority, or An Bord Pleanála, 
as appropriate.

13/07/2017WRLLL01200Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRLLL013001296. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if his Department has a statutory or rule of thumb definition guiding policy 
proposals for affordability limits in terms of household income for renters. [33997/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL01400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I refer to the reply of Question No. 18 on today’s Order Paper which sets out the 
position on this matter.

Local Authority Housing

13/07/2017WRLLL014501297. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans to incentivise the development of build to rent units to expand sup-
ply in the private rental market.  [33998/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL01475Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): In October 2016, my Department issued Circular APH 5/2016 to local authorities, 
requesting them to prioritise Build-to-Rent (BTR) projects coming forward from housing pro-
viders for consideration in their areas and emphasising the critical role that such projects can 
play in addressing the current acute shortage of rental accommodation.  Local authorities were 
also requested to consider the use of lands in their ownership for such projects and were invited 
to put forward proposals to my Department for consideration in that regard.

The circular also provided clarity on the planning issues related to such BTR development 
schemes including on appropriate housing types and locations, management arrangements, Part 
V requirements, amenities, car parking, etc. Specific amendments were also made in the circu-
lar to the Design Standards for New Apartment Guidelines (2015) issued under section 28 of the 
Planning and Development Acts 2000-16 in order to provide greater certainty for the consider-
ation of such developments by planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála.

Earlier this year, a €35m investment in major infrastructure works was launched at Cher-
rywood, Dublin, representing a first step towards the delivery of over 1,300 new build-to-rent 
homes on this key Dublin site, that will supply 8,000 new homes in total when fully complete.

As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector, the commitment to affordable rental is 
now focused on kick-starting supply in Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs) by using publicly-owned 
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lands. It is intended that lands held by local authorities in RPZs will be brought to market on a 
competitive tendering basis, with a view to getting affordable rental developments underway.  
Two local authorities have made important early progress in this regard – South Dublin County 
Council and Dublin City Council have recently brought sites to the market for development as 
part of a joint venture with private investors. 

My Department is also chairing a working group on Construction Costs to provide a strong 
evidential basis for consideration of any policy issues that may need to be addressed in relation 
to housing viability, including in relation to ‘build to rent’ apartment developments.

In addition, my Department is participating in a working group on the tax treatment of 
the private rental sector, set up under the Rental Strategy and chaired by the Department of 
Finance.  The Working Group has recently completed a public consultation and is expected 
to report to the Minister of Finance by the end of July on potential changes to the tax and fiscal 
treatment of the rental sector aimed at increasing supply.

13/07/2017WRLLL01500Housing Issues

13/07/2017WRLLL016001298. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if his Department has examined proposals to undertake a comprehensive 
land and property survey detailing the utilisation, vacancy levels and-or occupancy of all prop-
erty in each local authority area, as a means of identifying a number of issues relevant to the 
under utilisation of existing property, commercial or residential stock that are not covered by 
the census; and if he will initiate a pilot study of such a survey. [33999/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I refer to the reply of Question No. 5 on today’s Order Paper which sets out the posi-
tion in relation to the re-use of vacant housing. 

While I have no plans at present to undertake a survey in respect of utilisation, vacancy lev-
els and/or occupancy of commercial properties, Action 5.9 of Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan 
for Housing and Homelessness commits to reviewing planning legislation to allow the change 
of use of vacant commercial units in urban areas, including vacant or under-utilised areas over 
ground-floor premises, into residential units without having to go through the planning process.  
This proposal is also incorporated in Action 6 of the Action Plan for Rural Development  , 
launched in January 2017.  My Department is presently progressing the drafting of the neces-
sary revisions to the planning regulations to give effect to this action and it is intended that the 
new regulations, which will require the approval of both Houses of the Oireachtas, will be made 
as soon as possible in the Autumn. 

My Department is also working with Dublin City Council in the context of the Living City 
Initiative, to explore the potential for further streamlining of the approach to re-developing and 
re-utilising vacant properties.  Dublin City Council has examined approximately 11,000 rate-
able units in its functional area.  From a visual analysis in a sample number of streets, the City 
Council has estimated that there may be approximately 4,000 vacant units above commercial 
premises that could potentially be converted into residential use in its functional area.  This kind 
of detailed analysis will be crucial in determining the scale and scope for prioritising the target-
ing of vacant properties that could quickly be brought back into use.

13/07/2017WRLLL01800Local Authority Finances
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13/07/2017WRLLL019001299. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the approximate income from section 48 development levies in 2016 and 
2017. [34000/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL02000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Audited Annual Financial Statements of local authorities for 2016 should be avail-
able later this year, with the 2017 Statements following next year.  It should be noted that as 
local authorities operate on an accrual accounting basis, the Audited Statements, when available 
in due course, will recognise income as earned/billed in the year concerned and not just as cash 
received.

13/07/2017WRLLL02100Development Contributions

13/07/2017WRLLL022001300. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 618 of 4 July 2017, if he will provide 
a response to the question in terms of the estimated cost for extending the development contri-
bution rebate scheme for build to rent properties (details supplied); and if the rebate was only 
given for units rented below an affordable price point, as defined by his Department. [34001/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): As per my reply to Question No. 618 of 4 July 2017,  the scheme already caters for 
residential units whether for occupation, lease or rent – and the rebate applies for units that are 
constructed and sold under the conditions as set out in Circular PL/13 2015, and which is avail-
able on my Department’s website at the following link www.housing.gov.ie/search/category/pl
anning?query=circular+2015&amp;=Apply.

The primary objective of the Development Contribution Rebate Scheme is to enhance the 
viability of the construction and sale of residential housing units at affordable prices in the loca-
tions of greatest need. 

The rebate will be paid for those units that are completed and sold between 1 January 2016 
and 31 December 2017 and that meet the conditions of the Scheme, as set out in the Circular.  
However, the scheme does not specify rent levels at which a qualifying property, once sold, 
should be set.

As outlined above, rebates are payable on housing units that are completed and sold. Evi-
dence of sale contracts are required before recoupment of contributions can be considered. If 
developers do not dispose of the properties, as appears to be the case in the example provided 
by the Deputy, then the rebates are not payable. 

I have no plans at present to amend the rebate scheme along the lines proposed and my 
Department is not in a position to calculate the costs of extending the scheme to build-to-rent 
properties, in the absence of more detailed information and assumptions.

13/07/2017WRLLL02400Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRLLL025001301. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local Government the way his department is improving services and increas-
ing supports for persons with disabilities during 2017 [34031/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The National Housing Strategy for People With a Disability (NHSPWD) 2011 - 
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2016 and associated National Implementation Framework were jointly published by my De-
partment and the Department of Health.  They set out the Government’s broad framework for 
the delivery of housing for people with disabilities and were developed as part of a coherent 
framework in conjunction with the Government’s mental health policy and Congregated Set-
tings Report.  The partnership approach adopted under the Strategy recognises that the provi-
sion of suitable housing is only one element in supporting people with disabilities to live fully 
inclusive lives. Building on the Programme for a Partnership Government commitment to meet 
the housing needs of people with disabilities, the NHSPWD has been extended to 2020 to con-
tinue to deliver on its aims. 

Implementation of identified actions in the NHSPWD is being driven primarily by the Hous-
ing Agency by means of a dedicated sub-group comprising representatives from my Depart-
ment, the Health Service Executive (HSE), Department of Health, local authorities, the Irish 
Council for Social Housing and various disability representative organisations.  The Housing 
subgroup, established in 2012, is continuing work in 2017 under the extended timeframe, to 
progress a range of priority actions.  An Implementation Monitoring Group (IMG) was estab-
lished in 2012 to monitor and report on progress. The IMG is chaired by a senior official of my 
Department and comprises representatives from relevant Government Departments, agencies 
and disability organisations.  The IMG met most recently on 28 April 2017 and a further meet-
ing is scheduled for October.  Three progress reports on implementation covering the period 
September 2012 to December 2016 have been published by the IMG to date.  These compre-
hensive reports are available on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/policy/people-disability/housing-people-disability.

Progress on implementation of the NHSPWD will continue to be monitored and reported 
on by the IMG. 

Some landmark measures in particular have been achieved that will contribute significantly 
to improving the lives of people with disabilities.  These include the establishment of Housing 
and Disability Steering Groups (HDSGs) in all housing authorities in 2016 to achieve a coordi-
nated and integrated approach to meeting the housing needs of people with a disability at local 
level.  The HDSGs are chaired by Directors of Housing Services and include HSE and disability 
organisations.  Each HDSG has prepared a local Strategic Plan for its own City/County area, to 
develop specific local strategies to meet identified and emerging need over the next five years.  
These Plans, along with the annual Summary of Social Housing Assessments, will allow local 
authorities to plan more strategically for the housing needs of people with a disability and will 
support the delivery of accommodation using all appropriate housing supply mechanisms. 

Another key measure commenced last year is a review by the Housing Agency of the Na-
tional Guidelines for the Assessment and Allocation Process for Housing Provision for People 
with a Disability, which have been operational in housing authorities since 2014.  This signifi-
cant body of work involved wide ranging consultation and engagement with relevant stakehold-
ers and the revised Guidelines, when finalised, will take account of experience to date.  As such, 
they should prove to be a practical and useful resource for people with disabilities, housing 
authorities, practitioners and all relevant stakeholders.  I understand that the revised Guidelines 
will be submitted to my Department shortly for consideration and they will be issued to local 
authorities as soon as possible thereafter.  

In regard to financial supports, my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) funds 
up to 100% of project costs advanced by local authorities to Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) 
to provide accommodation for people with specific categories of need, including people with 
disabilities.  A provision of €66 million is available for the scheme this year.
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My Department also provides funding under three separate schemes for necessary adapta-
tions, repairs or improvement works to the houses of people with disabilities and older people 
in order to make their accommodation more suitable for their needs, and to facilitate the con-
tinued occupancy of their own home for as long as possible.  The 2017 funding allocation of 
€59.8m represents an increase of some 6% on the funding provided in 2016, and is targeted to 
reach 10,000 homes.  There is a strong social benefit accruing from this funding in terms of 
supporting older people, and people with a disability, to continue to live independently in their 
own homes and therefore, in line with the Programme for Partnership Government, further 
consideration will be given to increasing this funding over the coming years.

13/07/2017WRLLL02700Departmental Funding

13/07/2017WRLLL028001302. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the investment by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and 
parts of east County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34066/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL02900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department provides funding for a wide range of capital programmes, including 
local authority housing, voluntary housing, estate regeneration, energy efficiency retrofitting, 
rural water schemes, the RAPID programme, INTERREG, fire services and library develop-
ment.  The information sought in relation to expenditure under these specific programmes in 
respect of County Louth will be compiled and forwarded to the Deputy in accordance with 
Standing Orders.  It is not possible to disaggregate funding to Meath County Council in order 
to identify all the elements that relate to parts of East County Meath.

Question No. 1303 answered with Question No. 1255.

13/07/2017WRLLL03000Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRLLL031001304. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of the working group review of an organisation (details supplied) 
regulations; the number of meetings held to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34240/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL03200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Working Group on Short-Term Lettings met on 14 June and 6 July, with a fur-
ther meeting scheduled for 21 July.

Preparation of guidance on the consideration of planning applications relating to short-term 
lettings, either new developments or changes of use, and the relevant housing and specifically 
rental sector policy issues which should be considered in this regard, is at an advanced stage.  
It is my intention to issue this guidance by circular letter to planning authorities in the coming 
weeks.

The Working Group has also begun to examine potential changes to the existing regulatory 
framework with a view to making recommendations this Autumn.

13/07/2017WRLLL03300Planning Issues

13/07/2017WRLLL034001305. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 



13 July 2017

777

Local Government the status of the senior counsel investigation into certain planning matters 
in County Donegal; the timeframe involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34245/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Senior Counsel has completed his review of certain planning matters in respect of 
Donegal County Council and a report was submitted to my Department on 12 June 2017.

My Department is currently reviewing and assessing the contents of the report with the aim 
of preparing a submission for me as soon as possible.  Legal advice has been sought in relation 
to the matter of publication. Once the relevant submission and any legal advices have been 
considered, I will be in a position to consider the matter further. 

Housing Data

13/07/2017WRLLL035501306. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the number of housing units and size of the overall housing estate 
owned or managed by the registered voluntary housing bodies in 2016 and 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34267/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL03575Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992, housing au-
thorities may provide assistance to Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) for the provision and 
management of housing accommodation.  As Minister, I am empowered to grant approved 
status to housing bodies for this purpose. AHBs are independent, not-for-profit organisations.  
They provide affordable rented housing for people who cannot afford to pay private sector 
rents or buy their own homes, or for particular groups, such as older people or homeless people.  
AHBs also include housing co-operatives, which are housing organisations controlled by their 
members/tenants who actively participate in setting their policies and making decisions. 

To date, there are 547 bodies with approved status. The register of AHBs can be found on 
my Department’s website at:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/voluntary-and-cooperative-housing/
register-housing-bodies-approved-status.

In 2014, my Department established an interim Regulation Committee for the AHB Sector 
under the auspices of the Housing Agency, which, supported by a Regulation Office based with-
in the Agency, oversees implementation of the voluntary regulation code (VRC) for AHBs.  At 
present, 245 AHBs have signed up to the VRC. 

My Department does not hold figures on the total number of dwellings provided by AHBs.  
However, in its 2015 Annual Report, the Regulation Office stated that the 203 AHBs, which 
at that time had signed up to the VRC, had a total portfolio of 26,904 dwellings and estimated 
that this constituted more than 90% of the total estimated housing stock in the sector.  The final 
figures for the 2016 Annual Report are not yet available but are likely to show an increase of 
around 15% in the number of registered bodies with a proportionately smaller increase in the 
number of dwellings, as the newer registrations mostly comprise smaller AHBs.

Rebuilding Ireland targets the delivery of 47,000 social housing units in the period to 2021. 
It is estimated that AHBs have the capacity to contribute around a third of these 47,000 new 
social housing units using a range of delivery methods, including construction, acquisitions and 
leasing.
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Significant progress has been made by the AHB sector over the last number of years, includ-
ing the delivery of 1,169 units across both capital and leasing schemes in 2016 alone.  A strong 
pipeline of new social housing supply is also evident in the latest Rebuilding Ireland Social 
Housing Construction Status Report, which is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at 
the following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-construction-projects-report-2017/ . 

The Report provides details of 607 social housing schemes and 10,072 associated units at 
various stages of development, including 249 AHB projects, with 4,209 associated units.

Housing Data

13/07/2017WRLLL035871307. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the number of housing tenancy units and size of the overall housing 
estate of each of the county and city councils in 2016 and 2017; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34268/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL03593Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Statistics in relation to social housing stock are gathered by the National Oversight 
and Audit Commission (NOAC) in their annual reports on Performance Indicators in Local 
Authorities. 

These reports provide a range of information in relation to social housing stock including 
the total number of dwellings in each local authority area, broken down between the level of 
units provided directly and through the various schemes in operation.

The most recent NOAC report is for 2015, which is available at the following link:

http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2015-PI-Report.pdf.

13/07/2017WRLLL03600Voluntary Housing Sector

13/07/2017WRLLL037001308. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the legislation governing the regulation of the voluntary housing 
bodies and agencies; his plans to introduce a comprehensive new regulation in this regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34269/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, 
recognises the key contribution that Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) make to the delivery of 
social housing.  It is estimated that AHBs have the capacity to contribute around a third of the 
47,000 new social housing units that are targeted over the period to 2021.

The housing delivery capacity of AHBs will need to expand greatly and they will require 
significantly increased external investment.  AHBs that have statutorily regulated standards of 
governance and management capacity will be better able to access private or loan finance. 

The proposed Housing (Regulation of Approved Housing Bodies) Bill and the underlying 
policy, which was formulated in consultation with the sector, intends to establish a statutory 
Regulator to oversee the effective governance, financial management and performance of vol-
untary and co-operative housing bodies.  The Bill aims to safeguard public and private invest-
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ment in the social housing provision sector, to rationalise and enable increased supply from the 
voluntary and co-operative housing sector and to ensure that the assets built through invest-
ments in the sector are managed sustainably.  The statutory regulatory framework will provide 
further assurances to investors, tenants, the Government and to the sector itself that social hous-
ing providers operate in a well-regulated and stable environment. 

My Department is working with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to finalise the text 
of the Bill for publication as soon as possible.  I had hoped that the Bill would be published dur-
ing this current Dáil session.  However, the complex nature of some of the issues related to tran-
sitioning from voluntary to statutory regulation has required additional time.  Nothwithstanding 
this, I expect the Bill to be published in time for early consideration in the Autumn Oireachtas 
Session.  Until such time  as the legislation is enacted and the statutory system of regulation is 
put in place, the interim regulatory arrangements in operation since 2014 will remain in place.

13/07/2017WRLLL03900Social and Affordable Housing Data

13/07/2017WRLLL040001309. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the number of social housing units directly built or provided by 
each county and city councils in each of the years 2008 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34270/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL04100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, funding is avail-
able to all local authorities to deliver additional social housing stock through new construction 
projects and through the acquisition of new and previously owned houses/apartments for social 
housing use.  Details on the number of properties purchased and built by all local authorities for 
the period 2008 to 2016, for letting to those on their social housing waiting lists, are available 
on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-
housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.  Information on quarter four of 
2016 is currently being finalised and will be published shortly, with information on quarter one 
of 2017 to follow thereafter.

13/07/2017WRLLL04200Tenant Purchase Scheme Data

13/07/2017WRLLL043001310. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of new tenant purchase scheme transactions entered into 
by local authority tenants with Cork City Council and with Cork County Council in each of 
the years 2012 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34285/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL04400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department does not collate or hold this information. 

Local authorities are by law (Section 63(1) of the Local Government Act 2001) indepen-
dent in the performance of their functions.  The operation of the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase 
Scheme is a matter for the local authority concerned, in line with legislation, including the 
Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015. 

13/07/2017WRLLL04500EU Directives
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13/07/2017WRLLL046001311. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government when consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his departmental remit 
to transpose Directive 2014/52/EU introducing substantial amendments to the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive 2011/92/EU will be provided; when such provisions are expected 
to be initiated (details supplied); the basis on which these provisions will be introduced; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34298/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL047001314. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government when consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his depart-
mental remit to transpose Directive 2014/52/EU introducing substantial amendments to the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 2011/92/EU will be provided; when such provi-
sions are expected to be initiated (details supplied); the basis on which these provisions will be 
introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34320/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL048001333. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government when consultation on the draft legislative provisions for his department 
to transpose Directive 2014/52/EU introducing substantial amendments to the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive 2011/92/EU will be provided; the timeframe for such provisions 
to be initiated (details supplied); the basis on which these provisions will be introduced; if pro-
visions related to the 2014/52/EU have already been made by him; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34835/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL04900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1311, 1314 and 1333 together.

My Department is working to ensure that the comprehensive transposition of Directive 
2014/52/EU relating to environmental impact assessment of certain public and private projects 
(the 2014 Directive) is progressed as a matter of urgency. 

Work is presently underway on the drafting of amendments to the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000, as amended, which will apply the requirements of the 2014 Directive, with a 
view to having the necessary legislation in place as soon as possible.  Such amendments will be 
made by way of Regulations under the European Communities Act 1972. 

My Department will also be publishing updated Guidance on the implementation of the 
2014 Directive by planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála at the same time as the transpos-
ing Regulations.

In the interim, my Department issued Circular Letter PL 1/2017 on 15 May 2017 to plan-
ning authorities and the Board which outlined the provisions of the 2014 Directive and ad-
ministrative provisions in advance of its transposition into planning legislation.  A copy of the 
Circular Letter is available on my Department’s website at the following link:  http://www.
housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/circular_pl1_2017_implementation_of_
directive_201452eu_on_the_effects_of_certain_public_and_private_projects_on_the_envi-
ronment_eia_directive.pdf

My Department’s work relates primarily to the planning code but my officials have had a 
series of meetings with other Departments to assist them in transposing the amending Directive 
into other relevant development consent codes.  

In terms of consultation, my Department held a public consultation on a Key Issues paper, 
detailing the key changes included in the 2014 Directive and the proposed approach to trans-
position.  My Department has also consulted widely with other Government Departments, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, An Bord Pleanála, planning authorities, the Irish Planning 
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Institute and the Royal Town Planning Institute of Ireland.  A decision to undertake any further 
consultation in respect of draft Regulations and/or draft Guidance will be made shortly, having 
regard to the nature and extent of consultations already undertaken and the need to progress 
transposition in a timely manner.

Social and Affordable Housing Provision

13/07/2017WRLLL049501312. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the mechanisms in place to enable local authorities to provide for af-
fordable housing schemes under the current guidelines; if funding is available for local authori-
ties for this purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34305/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL04975Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): In 2011, the Government announced the standing down of the provision of Afford-
able Housing (the 1999 Affordable Housing Scheme, affordable housing under Part V of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000, and the Affordable Housing Initiative).  In relation to Part 
V, planning authorities have been informed that they should prioritise the acquisition of social 
houses on site when making Part V agreements. Funding to support the delivery of Part V units 
is available from my Department.

The Government recognises the housing affordability pressures faced by many households, 
particularly in certain parts of the country.  It is for this reason that the overarching objective 
of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness is to increase the supply 
of new homes to 25,000 per annum by 2020.  In particular, the aim is to increase the supply 
of high quality homes at more affordable price points as quickly as possible, in areas where 
demand is greatest.  

As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, the com-
mitment to develop an affordable rental model, originally contained in Rebuilding Ireland, is 
now being progressed by local authorities in Rent Pressure Zones.  In this regard, Dublin City 
Council and the Housing Agency, in partnership with Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Coun-
cil, have developed detailed proposals for specific sites they control in Dublin.  My Department 
is currently working through those proposals with the project sponsors. 

On 27 April, details of some 1,700 hectares of land in local authority and Housing Agen-
cy ownership were published on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map, with the potential 
to deliver some 42,500 homes nationally.  All local authorities have been requested to prepare 
Strategic Development and Management Plans for their lands by 30 September 2017.  The final 
model for bringing forward public lands for housing, including an affordable rental element 
where appropriate, will be informed by the outcome of the consideration of the initial pathfinder 
sites. 

In parallel, as part of the targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland, my Department is examin-
ing the broader issue of housing affordability.  Again, the outcome of the consideration of the 
specific proposals referred to above will be factored into that review process and my Depart-
ment will also be consulting more broadly with local authorities generally.

Housing Assistance Payments Data

13/07/2017WRLLL049871313. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of HAP recipients per local authority; the number of house-
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holds eligible for HAP; the number of households in receipt of HAP in which one or more 
householder is working; the amount of funding allocated through the HAP scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34309/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL04993Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support 
that is now available to all eligible households throughout the State.  There are currently more 
than 24,000 households having their housing needs met via HAP and some 18,000 separate 
landlords and agents currently in receipt of monthly HAP payments.

Exchequer funding for the HAP scheme increased from €57 million in 2016 to €152.7 mil-
lion for 2017.  This increase is in order to meet the continuing costs of existing HAP house-
holds, and the costs of supporting an additional 15,000 households to be supported by HAP 
in 2017.  The HAP scheme is funded through a combination of Exchequer monies and tenant 
differential rents collected in respect of HAP tenancies.

HAP is a demand led social housing support; in order to be eligible for HAP support, a 
household must first qualify for social housing support and be placed on a housing list.  A hous-
ing authority must carry out an assessment to establish whether the household meets specified 
statutory eligibility requirements and has a housing need. 

The Summary of Social Housing Assessments 2016 publication brings together information 
provided by local authorities on households in their functional area qualified for social housing 
support whose social housing need is not being met.  This report shows that 91,600 households 
were assessed as qualified for housing support as on 21 September 2016; the report is available 
at the following weblink:    http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sum-
mary_of_social_housing_assessments_2016.pdf. 

A breakdown of the number of households supported by HAP in each local authority area at 
the end of Quarter 1 2017 is available on my Department’s website http://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision. 

In relation to the number of households in receipt of HAP in which one or more house-
holder is working, my Department does not collate this data. 

I continue to keep the operation of HAP under review but I am currently satisfied with how 
the scheme is operating and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meeting housing need and ful-
filling the ambitious programme committed to under Rebuilding Ireland.

Question No. 1314 answered with Question No. 1311.

13/07/2017WRLLL05100Planning Guidelines

13/07/2017WRLLL052001315. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of the provision of planning guidelines for solar powered develop-
ments nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34322/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL05300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): There are no specific planning guidelines in place in respect of solar farms. Propos-
als for individual solar farm developments are subject to the statutory requirements of the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000, as amended, in the same manner as other proposed develop-
ments.  Planning applications are made to the relevant local planning authority with a right of 
appeal to An Bord Pleanála.
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Under the Planning and Development Act, each planning authority’s development plan 
must set out an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the area 
concerned.  Section 10 of the Act requires a development plan to include, inter alia, objectives 
for the provision or facilitation of the provision of infrastructure, including energy facilities, 
and many local authorities have developed renewable energy strategies for their areas in this 
context.

In making decisions on planning applications, planning authorities and the Board must con-
sider the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provi-
sions of the local development plan, any submissions or observations received and relevant 
Ministerial or Government policies, including any relevant guidelines issued by my Depart-
ment.  Planning authorities must then make their own decisions based on the specific merits or 
otherwise of individual planning applications.

I am satisfied that the planning code is sufficiently robust to facilitate the assessment of 
individual planning permission applications for solar farm developments.  However, the matter 
will be kept under review, in consultation with my colleague, the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and the Environment, who has lead responsibility for renewable energy policy, 
in the context of the Government’s White Paper on Energy Policy  , published in December 
2015, the development of a Renewable Electricity Policy and Development Framework, as 
well as the finalisation of a new support scheme for renewable electricity by that Department, 
expected in 2018.

13/07/2017WRLLL05400Commercial Property

13/07/2017WRLLL055001316. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the steps he has taken to ensure that businesses sell long-term vacant units 
in town centres in Enniscorthy and Wexford town; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34410/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL05600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Decisions in relation to the sale of vacant commercial units are primarily a matter 
for the property owners concerned in the first instance and ones in which I do not have a statu-
tory function.

The Programme for a Partnership Government, published in May 2016, includes a commit-
ment to examine reclassifying and incentivising the use of underutilised or vacant areas over 
ground floor premises in urban areas, for both residential and commercial use.  A key objective 
of Pillar 5 of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, launched in 
July 2016, is to ensure that existing housing stock is used to the maximum degree possible and 
focuses on measures to use existing vacant stock to renew urban and rural areas.

Specifically, Action 5.9 of Rebuilding Ireland commits to reviewing planning legislation to 
allow the change of use of vacant commercial units in urban areas, including vacant or under-
utilised areas over ground-floor premises, into residential units without having to go through 
the planning process.  This proposal is also incorporated in Action 6 of the Action Plan for 
Rural Development, launched in January 2017.  My Department is presently progressing the 
drafting of the necessary revisions to the planning regulations to give effect to this action and 
it is intended that the new regulations, which will require the approval of both Houses of the 
Oireachtas, will be made as soon as possible in the Autumn.

Question No. 1317 answered with Question No. 45.
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13/07/2017WRLLL05700Local Authority Funding

13/07/2017WRLLL058001318. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if sufficient funding is available to Kildare County Council to facilitate 
progress on housing repairs and the restoration of voids; if he will ensure the availability of suf-
ficient funds to meet the requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34444/17]

13/07/2017WRLLL05900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including hous-
ing repairs, is a matter for each individual local authority and is not directly funded by my De-
partment.  My Department does provide exchequer support to local authorities to support their 
work in ensuring social homes in need of significant remediation are returned to use as soon 
as possible for those on the waiting list.  I am satisfied that this exchequer support to Kildare 
County Council is sufficient to support their work in remediating vacant social homes and re-
turning these to use.  I am keen that this work is carried out as swiftly as possible in all cases, 
given the need to provide housing and to make best use of our existing social stock. 

Over €1.65 million was provided by my Department to Kildare County Council in the pe-
riod 2014- 16 to bring some 95 void or derelict social homes back into use and further funding 
is being provided in 2017.

13/07/2017WRMMM00200Homeless Accommodation Funding

13/07/2017WRMMM003001319. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the total spend on homeless services by his Department and agencies under 
the aegis of his Department for each year since 2013; and the estimated spend for 2017 and 
2018. [34561/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department provides current funding to housing authorities towards the cost of 
providing accommodation and related services for homeless persons under Section 10 of the 
Housing Act 1988.   

Under ‘Section 10’ funding arrangements, housing authorities must provide at least 10% of 
the cost of any service they are funding, from within their own resources.  Furthermore, housing 
authorities may also incur additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of the 
Section 10 funding arrangements. Therefore, the exact amounts spent by housing authorities are 
a matter for those authorities.  

Details of the Section 10 Exchequer funding provided to housing authorities by my Depart-
ment for the years 2013 to 2017 are set out in the table.  Budget 2017 confirmed a national 
budget of €98 million in Exchequer funding under Section 10 arrangements; recoupments ex-
ceeding €28 million have been made to housing authorities to date.  2018 funding requirements 
will be considered in due course.

Exchequer Funding provided under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988

Year €
2013 45,000,000
2014 49,205,774
2015 64,770,970
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Year €
2016 88,676,500
To date - 2017 28,778,298

13/07/2017WRMMM00500Construction Costs

13/07/2017WRMMM006001320. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the current average construction cost of a new social housing unit; and the 
average construction costs of 1 bed, 2 bed, 3 bed and 4 bed social housing units. [34562/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The average costs for the range of differently sized social housing units in terms 
of both construction costs and ‘all-in’ costs are set out in the table below.  These are based on 
the analysis of returned data from tendered social housing schemes over an extended period.  
Construction cost is reflective of building costs (including VAT) and also includes normal site 
works and site development.  All-in cost includes cost of construction, land cost, professional 
fees, utility connections, site investigations/surveys, archaeology where appropriate, VAT and 
contribution to public art.  Abnormal costs are excluded from these figures.

1 bed 2 bed (1 
storey)

2 bed (2 
storey)

3 bed 4 bed

Construction €137,709 €143,371 €151,376 €160,521 €169,682
All-in €175,271 €181,771 €190,456 €200,726 €211,062
My Department will continue to maintain a clear focus on delivering overall value for mon-

ey on both the construction and all-in costs of social housing projects.

13/07/2017WRMMM00800Fire Safety

13/07/2017WRMMM009001321. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason he has still not published a review commissioned by his Depart-
ment in September 2015 to develop a framework for general application in homes in which 
concerns had been raised regarding fire safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34631/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): In July 2015, the then Minister directed that a review be undertaken by an indepen-
dent fire expert to develop a framework for general application, in the interest of supporting 
owners and residents living in developments where concerns regarding non-compliance with 
fire safety requirements arise.  A Steering Group was convened to oversee the review.

The independent fire safety expert has completed his review and a report on the matter has 
been received by my Department from the Steering Group.  Legal clarification was required in 
relation to a number of issues and these are currently being addressed. I intend to make arrange-
ments for the publication of the framework as soon as these have been resolved. 

13/07/2017WRMMM01100Social and Affordable Housing Provision

13/07/2017WRMMM012001322. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the successful launch of an affordable 
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housing scheme in Ballymun (details supplied); his plans to support local authorities in replicat-
ing this scheme elsewhere; the details of the €10 million that was set aside from the sale of Bord 
Gais for an affordable housing pilot scheme in budget 2016; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34679/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): On 10 July 2017, I was delighted to attend the “hand-over ceremony” at the Ó Cu-
alann Co-Housing Alliance in Ballymun, and I was very impressed by this project.  Working 
with Dublin City Council, AIB and industry professionals, Ó Cualann are delivering  new 2-, 
3- and 4-bed, A2 rated, top quality homes in Dublin with sales prices ranging from €140,000 to 
€220,000.  The Ó Cualann project demonstrates what can be achieved when Approved Housing 
Bodies, local authorities, industry professionals and banks are prepared to work together in a 
co-ordinated, collaborative and proactive way.

Given the housing affordability pressures faced by many households, particularly in certain 
parts of the country, the supply of affordable housing is a top priority for the Government.  It 
is for this reason that the overarching objective of Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Hous-
ing and Homelessness   is to increase the supply of new homes to 25,000 per annum by 2020, 
with a particular emphasis on homes at more affordable price points, in areas where demand is 
greatest.  

On 27 April, details of some 1,700 hectares of land in local authority and Housing Agency 
ownership were published on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map.  This land bank has 
the potential to deliver some 42,500 homes nationally.  All local authorities have been requested 
to prepare Strategic Development and Management Plans for their lands and my Department 
has highlighted this project to local authorities in that context.

As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector  , published in December 2016, the com-
mitment to develop an affordable rental model is now to be progressed through kick-starting 
supply in rent pressure zones.  Lands held by local authorities in such zones are to be brought 
to market on a competitive tendering basis, with a view to leveraging the value of the land to 
deliver the optimum number of units for rent, and in particular targeting middle-income house-
holds, in mixed-tenure developments.  This is intended to allow the rental units to be made 
available at below market prices without the need for ongoing rental subsidies.  Accordingly, 
the provision of €10 million earmarked for the affordable rental scheme is being redirected to 
support additional activity under other housing programmes within my Department.

In this regard, Dublin City Council and the Housing Agency, in partnership with Dún 
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, have developed detailed proposals for specific sites they 
control in Dublin.  My Department is currently working through those proposals with the proj-
ect sponsors.  The final model for bringing forward public lands for housing, including an 
affordable rental element where appropriate, will be informed by the outcome of the consider-
ation of the initial pathfinder sites. 

In parallel, as part of the targeted review of Rebuilding Ireland, my Department is examin-
ing the broader issue of housing affordability.  Again, the outcome of the consideration of the 
specific proposals referred to above will be factored into that review process and my Depart-
ment will also be consulting more broadly with local authorities generally.

13/07/2017WRMMM01400Departmental Staff Data

13/07/2017WRMMM015001323. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
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Local Government the number of full-time staff within his Department with specific responsi-
bility for social housing policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34684/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): A single Division in my Department  has full responsibility for all social housing 
matters both policy and operational. On 31 May 2017, there were 121.65 full time equivalent 
staff members working in the Division.  It is not possible to disaggregate the staff  into precise 
numbers dealing with policy and operational matters as, in the case of many staff, their roles 
involve them in both areas of activity.

13/07/2017WRMMM01700Social and Affordable Housing Data

13/07/2017WRMMM018001324. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 675 of 4 July 2017, if his Department 
has projected the number of affordable units on each site; the number of affordable units as 
requested; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34685/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The aim of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is to relieve 
critical infrastructural blockages in order to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key 
development sites in urban areas with high demand for housing.  It is expected that the 34 LI-
HAF projects will deliver 23,000 housing units over the next 4 years, with a longer-term projec-
tion of up to 70,000 units as the associated sites are fully built out. 

My Department is not in a position to project the number of affordable units on each site or 
to require a number of affordable units, as the affordability dividend in relation to the associated 
private housing will be in the form of a cost reduction proportionate to the LIHAF contribution.  
The developer may apply a higher cost reduction to a percentage of the houses or spread it out 
over all of the associated housing to be provided by 2021.   

Details regarding how the affordability dimension will be met in relation to each LIHAF 
project are not yet available as local authorities are currently engaged in negotiations with de-
velopers with regard to cost reductions.  It is expected that these negotiations will be concluded 
this month. 

In addition, under Part V provisions, some 10% of the housing to be delivered will be for 
social housing purposes.  Where sites are in public ownership, it is possible that up to 30% of 
the homes provided may be for either social housing or potentially housing for older people 
or those with special needs, having regard to the particular needs of individual local authority 
areas.

13/07/2017WRMMM02000RAPID Programme

13/07/2017WRMMM021001325. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of the operation of the RAPID scheme; the projects awarded fund-
ing under this scheme, by amount awarded and county; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34694/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Programme for a Partnership Government included a commitment to launch a 
recast RAPID programme.  My Department is currently finalising the necessary arrangements, 
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with the intention of launching the new programme shortly. 

13/07/2017WRMMM02300Construction Costs

13/07/2017WRMMM024001327. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on the fact that the cost of housing is neither affordable nor sus-
tainable; and the steps he is taking to drive down the cost of housing. [34701/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Government has made housing a top priority, bringing forward the range of 
measures under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness in July 
2016.

Under this plan, the Government is committed to a broad range of measures to tackle, among 
other things, some of the costs associated with the provision of housing.  This includes under-
taking a detailed analysis, in conjunction with the construction sector, to benchmark housing 
delivery input costs in Ireland, in order to facilitate an increased level of housing output into 
the future.

A working group, chaired by my Department, has been established and has met on a number 
of occasions.  While it is intended that the working group will concentrate on the domestic mar-
ket, the Housing Agency is currently advancing an analysis of delivery costs and international 
comparisons. 

Both of these reports are being finalised at present and I will consider both without delay 
once submitted.   

13/07/2017WRMMM02600Social and Affordable Housing Funding

13/07/2017WRMMM027001328. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide specific funding to Dublin City Council to build sheltered 
accommodation for senior citizens in order that it can operate the financial contribution scheme 
in view of its success in the past;; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34702/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Using funding available from my Department, Dublin City Council makes its own 
decisions on the types of housing they wish to develop, in line with their housing needs and 
priorities.  Equally, social housing allocations are a matter for the Council in accordance with 
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Regulations. 

Substantial support is available to Dublin City Council for the development of new social 
housing, which can include housing for older people delivered by the local authority itself or on 
their behalf by Approved Housing Bodies, using the Capital Assistance Scheme.  I will continue 
to make substantial funding available to the Council for social housing provision, while the 
types of housing and the allocations of housing will continue to be matters for the Council itself.

13/07/2017WRMMM02900Planning Guidelines

13/07/2017WRMMM030001330. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will produce guidelines  for the assessment of the climate impact 
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of renewable energy developments on peatlands, including degraded peatlands, as requested by 
Friends of the Irish Environment. [34825/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): There are no specific planning guidelines issued by my Department in relation to the 
assessment of the climate impact of renewable energy developments on peatlands, including 
degraded peatlands, as referred to by the Deputy.

It should be noted that policy matters in relation to climate change and renewable energy 
generally are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
the Environment.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), a body under the aegis of that 
Department, provides guidance on assessment of potential climate change impacts of a devel-
opment as part of its Guidelines on Information to be contained in Environmental Impact State-
ment (EIS) and associated Advice Notes on Current Practice in the Preparation of EIS (2003).  
I understand that the EPA has issued updated draft Guidelines in this regard to take account of 
changes arising from Directive 2014/52/EU relating to environmental impact assessment of 
certain public and private projects.

In relation to planning matters, proposals for individual renewable energy development 
projects may be subject to environmental impact assessment (EIA) as part of the planning 
process, whereby the applicant must prepare an EIS, examining the impact that the particular 
development will have on the receiving and surrounding environment. An EIA is then carried 
out by the appropriate competent planning authority on a project specific basis.  

Projects requiring an EIA by a planning authority, or An Bord Pleanála as appropriate, in 
respect of an application for planning consent are listed in Schedule 5 of the Planning and De-
velopment Regulations 2001.  For example, Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Regulations includes 
such projects as peat extraction which would involve a new or extended area of 30 hectares or 
more (para 2(a)) and installations for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (wind 
farms) with more than 5 turbines, or having a total output greater than 5 megawatts (para 3(i)).  
These thresholds also apply in the case where a change or extension to a project listed in Part 
2 of Schedule 5 would result in an increase in size greater than 25 per cent of the appropriate 
threshold.

In this regard, my Department issued Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord 
Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment in March 2013, the purpose of 
which was to provide practical guidance on procedural issues, arising from the requirement to 
carry out an EIA in relevant cases.  These Guidelines will be updated as soon as the transposing 
legislation relating to Directive 2014/52/EU is in place.

13/07/2017WRMMM03200Development Contributions

13/07/2017WRMMM033001331. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the provisions within national planning legislation to ensure developers 
of large residential developments have to contribute towards the development of new school 
place and school amenities that are required as the result of the new population in an area; and 
his views on whether there should be provision under Part V or section 48 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 to ensure a development contribution is made to local school facilities. 
[34830/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): It is important to ensure that the planning process supports the provision of neces-
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sary community facilities in parallel with housing developments. 

In this context, under section 48(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, 
there is provision for the attaching of conditions to planning permissions, requiring the payment 
of a development contribution in respect of public infrastructure and facilities, provided by or 
on behalf of a local authority, which benefit development in the area of the planning authority, 
including the provision of open spaces, recreational and community facilities and amenities 
and landscaping works.  Furthermore, subsection (17)(g) of section 48 of the 2000 Act specifi-
cally allows local authorities to levy development contributions to fund infrastructure such as 
the provision of school sites.  Section 49(1) and subsection (7)(d) of section 48 of the Act of 
2000 also provide for the adoption of supplementary development contribution schemes by a 
local authority, whereby contributions can be levied, if necessary, to fund the provision of new 
schools and ancillary infrastructure. 

The purpose of Part V is that developers should contribute a portion of the “planning gain” 
associated with the zoning of the land and the grant of planning permission towards the provi-
sion of social and/or affordable housing, in the interests primarily of greater social integration.  
Planning authorities have been advised that they should prioritise the provision of social houses 
on individual development sites when making Part V agreements.  The provision of schools is a 
separate issue, which is not in my view appropriate to the specific Part V provisions.

I have no plans at present to amend the legislation in this regard.  I consider there is suffi-
cient flexibility provided under the 2000 Act as outlined above for the levying of development 
contributions towards school sites, schools and ancillary infrastructure, and this is a matter for 
each planning authority to consider in the context of their statutory planning functions. 

13/07/2017WRMMM03500Planning Guidelines

13/07/2017WRMMM036001332. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on whether amendments are required to planning legislation to en-
able schools in conjunction with local planning authorities to introduce no fry zones or healthy 
eating zone in the vicinity of their schools; and his further views on fry zones around schools. 
[34831/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM03700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department published statutory guidelines for planning authorities in June 2013 
on Local Area Plans under Section 28 of the Planning Act 2000 (as amended).  Section 5 of 
these Guidelines offer advice as regards the structure and content of local area plans and sets 
out a range of policies that can be put in place to promote and facilitate active and healthy living 
patterns for local communities.

These include: 

-  promoting walking, cycling as modes of transport; 

-  accessibility to public open spaces, recreational and sports facilities; 

-  proximity of new development to sustainable travel modes; 

-  provision of play areas; and 

-  careful consideration of the appropriateness of the location of fast food outlets in the vi-
cinity of schools and parks.
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A practical effect of these Guidelines with regard to fast-food outlets is that consideration 
can be given to the appropriateness of their location in the vicinity of schools and parks, for 
example in newly developing areas, while at the same time taking into account wider land use 
considerations.  However, with regard to the many schools located in or near town centres, 
restriction of fast-food outlets in these kinds of situations needs to be carefully considered on a 
case by case basis, in view of the mix of existing uses typically found in central areas.In addi-
tion, planning policy with regard to the location of fast-food outlets needs to be considered also 
within the wider policy context of practical steps that can be taken to more widely promote and 
facilitate active and healthy living patterns by enhancing scope for activities such as walking, 
cycling and sports and active leisure pursuits and their associated facilities.

At present, I have no plans to introduce any specific legislation in relation to fast food res-
taurants near schools.  It is ultimately a matter for local authorities to address through their own 
planning functions.

Question No. 1333 answered with Question No. 1311.

Social and Affordable Housing

13/07/2017WRMMM038501334. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the guidelines for the definition of “affordable housing”; the way in 
which he came to the conclusion that housing is affordable; the ratio of affordable to social 
housing under part V; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34839/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM03875Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy: Under the 1999 Affordable Housing Scheme, which is no longer in operation, eligi-
bility was determined on the basis that applicants were in need of housing and could not afford 
to purchase a house outright on the open market.  The income limits under the 1999 Scheme 
were revised on a number of occasions and in 2010 the annual income limit for a single income 
household was €40,000, while the annual limit for a two income household was €100,000.

Applicants for affordable housing under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
satisfied the income eligibility requirement if the mortgage repayments for suitable accommo-
dation available in the market would exceed 35% of their net income.  

In 2011, the Government announced the standing down of Affordable Housing schemes.  In 
relation to Part V, planning authorities have been informed that they should prioritise the acqui-
sition of social houses on-site when making Part V agreements.

The Government recognises the housing affordability pressures in certain areas.  Funda-
mentally, it is the under-supply, across all tenures of housing, that is widely accepted as being 
primarily responsible for driving the high levels of house price and rental inflation we have seen 
in recent years.  The Government has made housing a top priority and, through the Rebuilding 
Ireland Action Plan, has a framework in place to deliver an increase and acceleration in the sup-
ply of high quality social and affordable homes, to buy or rent,  particularly in the major urban 
areas where demand is greatest.  

The overarching objective of Rebuilding Ireland is to increase overall housing supply to 
25,000 homes per year by 2020.  In order to directly influence and generate supply of new 
homes, Rebuilding Ireland contains a suite of actions that will increase housing construction 
and refurbishment.  Under Pillar 2 of the Action Plan, 47,000 new social housing units will be 
delivered by 2021, supported by €5.35 billion in Exchequer funding.  Of these, 26,000 units 
will be provided through direct construction and refurbishment.  Significant progress has been 
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made in increasing the build programmes of local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies 
and there are now over 10,000 new homes in the social housing construction pipeline.

Pillar 3 of Rebuilding Ireland contains a set of actions targeted at increasing private housing 
supply.  The €226m Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund has now been fully allocated 
and will fund key enabling infrastructure to open up 34 sites across 15 local authorities.  The 
LIHAF funding has the capacity to encourage the supply of 23,000 new homes by 2021.

Also under Pillar 3, the State land bank is being actively targeted for the provision of new 
homes in the immediate term.  In April, the Rebuilding Ireland Map was published, containing 
details of over 2,000 hectares of land in public ownership, with the potential to deliver some 
50,000 new homes nationally.  In practical terms, the development of these public lands will in-
volve accelerating social housing delivery and securing more homes for sale and rent at lower 
and more affordable price points. 

Rebuilding Ireland also commits to the introduction of an affordable rental scheme to en-
hance the provision of affordable accommodation for households currently paying a dispropor-
tionate amount of disposable income on rent.  As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector, 
this commitment is now to be progressed through kick-starting supply in rent pressure zones.  
Lands held by local authorities in such zones are to be brought to market on a competitive ten-
dering basis, with a view to leveraging the value of the land to deliver the optimum number of 
units for rent, and in particular targeting middle-income households, in mixed-tenure develop-
ments.

As the Deputy will be aware, a focussed review of Rebuilding Ireland is now underway, 
with an emphasis on strengthening the measures already in place and identifying new initiatives 
that add value and raise ambition.  As part of the review process, my Department will focus in 
particular on the broad issues of housing supply and affordability for different market segments, 
building on the measures already being advanced. 

Question No. 1335 answered with Question No. 1253.

13/07/2017WRMMM04000Services for People with Disabilities

13/07/2017WRMMM041001336. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Taoiseach and Minister for De-
fence the way his Department is improving services and increasing supports for persons with 
disabilities during 2017; [34029/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM04200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Part 5 of the 
Disability Act 2005 sets out the legal obligations of public service bodies:   - to promote and 
support the employment of people with disabilities

- to comply with any statutory Code of Practice

- to meet a target of 3% of employees with disabilities

- to report every year on achievement of these obligations.   

The NDA reports on compliance with this 3% target. In its latest published report for the 
calendar year 2015, the NDA noted that in the Department of Defence, 3.1% of civil servants 
and 4.6% of civilian employees indicated that they had disabilities.  The equivalent returns for 
2016 were 5.39% and 4.3% respectively. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with 
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Disabilities (CES) was launched by the Government on 2 October 2015.   

The Government have already taken a number of key decisions as recommended in the 
Strategy:

- the public service employment target for people with disabilities will be increased on a 
phased basis as set out in the Strategy from 3% to 6%.

- special public service competitions for people with disabilities will be arranged and we 
will open up alternative recruitment channels for people with disabilities.

These and other recommendations of the Strategy are being considered by a cross-party 
group chaired by Mr Fergus Finlay. 

The Department has appointed a Disability Liaison Officer (DLO) who is available to pro-
vide advice and assistance to employees with disabilities if required.  Disability awareness is 
promoted within the Department and workplace accommodation is provided to staff with dis-
abilities on request.   

13/07/2017WRMMM04300Capital Expenditure Programme

13/07/2017WRMMM044001337. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the invest-
ment by his Department since March 2016 in County Louth and parts of east County Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34064/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM04500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe):  Expenditure by 
my Department is mainly on pay and allowances and the operational costs and capital invest-
ment across the Defence Forces.  My Department does not provide funding on a geographic 
basis, with the limited exception of the funding provided from the Defence Vote in respect of 
Civil Defence and for the upgrade and development of military installations.  The relevant in-
formation in relation to County Meath and County Louth for the requested periods in 2016 and 
2017 is presented in the following table:  

March 2016 – July 2017  Amount
Meath
Civil Defence Payments (Operational and 
Equipment Grants) 

€203,419 

Upgrade of Military Installations (Gorman-
ston Camp) 

€371,567 

Louth
Civil Defence Payments (Operational and 
Equipment Grants) 

€94,700 

Upgrade of Military Installations (Aiken 
Barracks) 

€178,161 

13/07/2017WRMMM04600National Minimum Wage

13/07/2017WRMMM047001338. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cost of 
introducing a minimum wage of €15 an hour for all employees under the aegis of his depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34585/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM04800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Defence Or-
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ganisation includes civil servants, military personnel and civilian employees attached to mili-
tary installations.

The annual cost, including Employer’s PRSI, of introducing a minimum wage of €15.00 
per hour in respect of Civil Service Staff and Civilian Employees employed by my Department 
is estimated at €395,148.42.  The costs in relation to Civilians do not include those employees 
who are undergoing apprenticeship training.

The pay structures and conditions of service of members of the Permanent Defence Force 
contain professional and technical remuneration elements in addition to allowances in the na-
ture of pay which reflect the unique aspects of military life both at home and abroad.  As such, 
the non-standard time and attendance patterns of military personnel and the rates of remunera-
tion associated with a wide spectrum of duties undertaken by such military personnel can vary 
across the different branches of the Defence Forces and, consequently, does not facilitate the 
general application of a threshold rate of pay.  

13/07/2017WRMMM04900Departmental Staff Remuneration

13/07/2017WRMMM050001339. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cost to 
introduce a minimum weekly gross wage of €600 for all full time employees under the aegis of 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34586/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM05100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Defence Or-
ganisation includes civil servants, military personnel and civilian employees attached to mili-
tary installations.

The annual cost, including Employer’s PRSI, of introducing a minimum weekly gross wage 
of €600 in respect of Civil Service Staff and Civilian Employees employed by my Department 
is estimated at €344,554.82.  The costs in relation to Civilians do not include those employees 
who are undergoing apprenticeship training.

The pay structures and conditions of service of members of the Permanent Defence Force 
contain professional and technical remuneration elements in addition to allowances in the na-
ture of pay which reflect the unique aspects of military life both at home and abroad.  As such, 
the non-standard time and attendance patterns of military personnel and the rates of remunera-
tion associated with a wide spectrum of duties undertaken by such military personnel can vary 
across the different branches of the Defence Forces and, consequently, does not facilitate the 
general application of a threshold rate of pay.   

13/07/2017WRMMM05200Defence Forces Personnel

13/07/2017WRMMM053001340. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the provi-
sions available to a person of the Defence Forces under (details supplied) the way in which a 
promotion under this guideline should be made in accordance with the operational guidelines; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34815/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM05400Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Provision for meritorious 
promotion to the rank of Corporal is set out in paragraph 304, ‘A’ Administration Instructions, 
Part 10 (Chapter 3 – Promotions, Section 1, Promotion to Corporal).  It states that promotion 
to the rank of Corporal may be authorised by the Adjutant General when the individual con-
cerned has given long and loyal service and is considered unsuitable because of age to undergo 
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a Potential NCOs course (members who are over 50 years of age will be considered).  It further 
states that all cases should be kept under review and arrangements should be made to recom-
mend the promotion to the Adjutant General in sufficient time to allow the member to avail of 
the higher rate of pension and gratuity appropriate to the rank of Corporal.

Whilst this provision still remains in place, there is no basic criteria specified for such meri-
torious promotions.  With the advent of modern, competency based promotion systems now 
implemented in the Defence Forces which take account of a person’s previous performance, 
meritorious based promotion seems at odds with this fair and equitable system.  To that end, the 
issue of  personnel continuing to be promoted outside of the recognised and objective promo-
tion schemes in place is currently under review by officials in my Department. 

13/07/2017WRMMM05500Appointments to State Boards Data

13/07/2017WRMMM056001341. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 2289 of 20 June 2017 the number of former TDs that applied for 
board positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34857/17]

13/07/2017WRMMM05700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The only state 
body under the aegis of the Department of Defence is the Army Pensions Board.  In the period 
since I was first appointed as a Minister of State at the Department of Defence in February 2011 
there have been no applications submitted to my Department from former TDs for board posi-
tions on the Army Pensions Board.

13/07/2017WRNNN00200Departmental Surveys

13/07/2017WRNNN003001342. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
regarding his Department’s survey on whether there is a widespread concern among the focus 
groups that the loss of experience and corporate knowledge is reaching a critical point in the 
Defence Forces and that it is affecting operational readiness and capability; and the actions he 
will take on foot of this finding. [34863/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN004001343. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
regarding the finding in the latest Defence Forces climate survey that officers and NCOs at all 
levels raised the issue of privates’ pay (details supplied); and he steps he will take on foot of 
this finding. [34864/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN005001344. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on the finding in the latest Defence Forces climate survey that pay was directly impacting on 
turnover levels of privates in the Defence Forces (details supplied); and the steps he will take 
on foot of this finding. [34865/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN006001345. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
the finding in the latest Defence Forces climate survey that it is clear from the data available 
and from the focus groups that there are significant middle management gaps at barrack and 
unit level within the Defences Forces (details supplied); and the steps he will take on foot of 
this finding. [34866/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN007001346. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
the finding in the latest Defence Forces climate survey that all of the focus groups from private 
to senior officers reported severe shortages of officers in unit and that the individual conse-



Questions - Written Answers

796

quences of these gaps for officers are increased workload and so on (details supplied); and the 
steps he will take on foot of this finding. [34867/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN008001347. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
whether there is evidence from the focus groups of a dysfunctional cycle of turnover developing 
in view of the finding in the latest Defence Forces climate survey; and the steps he will take on 
foot on this finding. [34868/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN009001348. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
whether there is a pervasive perception that the senior leaders of the Defence Forces are not 
representing their troops in the manner they expect in view of the finding in the latest Defence 
Forces climate survey; and the steps he will take on foot of this finding. [34869/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN010001349. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
the finding in the latest Defence Forces climate survey that there is a sense of disconnect with 
the general staff; and the steps he will take on foot of this finding. [34870/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN011001350. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
whether there is a need to review the relationship between his Department, the Defence Forces 
and the representative bodies and that there is a perception across rank and file that this relation-
ship is not a collaborative one in view of the finding in the latest Defence Forces climate survey; 
and the steps he will take on foot of this finding. [34871/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN012001351. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
the finding in the latest Defence Forces climate survey that there is a leadership vacuum being 
experienced at unit level (details supplied); and the action he will take on foot of this finding. 
[34872/17]

13/07/2017WRNNN01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1342 to 1351, inclusive, together.

The latest report referred to by the Deputy has not yet been released.  This report is a follow 
up to the first phase of the Climate Study and it further explores the issues raised in the original 
survey.  The Focus Groups engaged in the study were conducted towards the latter end of last 
year and early this year.  The comments quoted therein cover a wide range of issues relating to 
human resources management including, amongst others, pay and conditions (particularly pay 
for the lowest paid members of the Defence Forces), vacancies, recruitment and retention, pro-
motion systems, performance management, leadership, culture, stress and work-life balance. 

The Deputy has asked a range of questions relating to specific comments within the report.  
As advised by the University of Limerick, their findings and recommendations are intercon-
nected and caution should apply to reading any one particular finding in isolation.  In this con-
text, I have addressed the questions in the round in line with the holistic approach being taken 
in response to the Study.

Public Service pay is based on collective agreements negotiated with public service trade 
unions and representative associations.  Since the survey was carried out, PDFORRA has signed 
up to the Lansdowne Road Agreement (LRA), resulting in increases in pay/salary for all their 
members.  In addition, recent adjustments to salary scales will significantly benefit general 
service recruits and privates who joined the Defence Forces since January 2013 (increases of 
between 8% and 24% depending on the scale point). Further benefits are provided for under the 
extended LRA.  The  extended LRA proposals are under consideration by the Representative 
Associations.

I believe that we now have the processes in place to deliver a more effective, energetic and 
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sustainable Defence Forces with a positive outlook into the future.  Delivering on that positive 
environment and outlook is my objective, together with my Department and the Chief of Staff.

I was briefed on the Report at the end of June and directed that the IMG Oversight Group 
be briefed.  I am due to meet the Representative Associations on 13 July 2017 to discuss the 
issues raised in the report.  It is then my intention to consider publication of the report.  The 
broad range of HR issues raised in the study   will be further explored by senior management. 

As the Deputy will be aware there is a significant ongoing programme of HR development 
within the Defence Organisation.  This study was intended to inform that work.

I have instructed both civil and military management to bring forward proposals in respect 
of retaining specialists, providing for re-entry and where appropriate, direct entry and I expect 
to be in receipt of those shortly.  The Public Service Pay Commission will further examine the 
issue of retention of specialist personnel in accordance with the provisions of the recent Pay 
Agreement.

I believe that this process has provided an opportunity for members of the Defence Forces 
including the Representative Associations to express their views and inform consideration of 
HR policy.  This is to be welcomed.   
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