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       Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

 Questions Nos. 11 to 16, inclusive, resubmitted.

 Questions Nos. 17 to 25, inclusive, answered orally.

05/07/2017WRA00600Economic Competitiveness

05/07/2017WRA0070026. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he has satisfied him-
self regarding the competitiveness of the economy; the extent to which potential threats have 
emerged or are likely to so do; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31446/17]

05/07/2017WRA00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland’s economic recovery has been 
underpinned by a significant improvement in competitiveness.  The latest figures from the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland show that Ireland’s real harmonised competitiveness indicator, a widely 
used measure of competitiveness in Europe, has improved by approximately 20 per cent be-
tween its peak in 2008 and May 2017.  Progress can also be seen in our improved international 
rankings.  For example, Ireland ranks 6th in the IMD World Competitiveness Rankings.  This 
compares to a ranking of 24th at the height of the crisis in 2011.

The restoration of Irish competitiveness since 2008 has been hard-won through productivity 
improvements and wage and price moderation. It is important that this competitiveness is pre-
served and continues to support growth.  This is all the more important given the heightened 
international uncertainty at present.  We must ensure that the economy is best placed to weather 
economic shocks to the greatest extent possible.  Competitiveness is an important factor in this.

We must also be cognisant that favourable exchange rate movements can reverse, as we 
have seen for example in the strengthening of the euro against sterling.  Similarly, gains from 
the fall in oil prices may unwind in the future.  In terms of domestic risks to competitiveness, 
housing supply pressures are of concern.  The housing sector can adversely impact on competi-
tiveness through for example, restricting the mobility of labour.

These risks highlight the importance of maintaining competitiveness-oriented policies, in-
cluding sustainable fiscal policies, to help address emerging uncertainties.  It is also important 
that at firm level, pay moves in line with productivity developments. 

In summary, competitiveness has improved but we must not be complacent.  My Depart-
ment will continue to monitor all relevant developments closely.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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05/07/2017WRA00900Fiscal Policy

05/07/2017WRA0100027. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance his plans to carry out a fiscal 
stress test as has been done in other jurisdictions such as the UK, with particular attention to the 
fiscal risks that may be faced; the potential contingent liabilities that exist for the fiscal position; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26203/17]

05/07/2017WRA01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department carries out and pub-
lishes the results of fiscal stress tests on a frequent basis.

The annual Stability Programme Update (SPU) submitted to the European Commission 
each April complies with European requirements, including the Code of Conduct agreed be-
tween the Commission and the Member States.  EU requirements are that economic and bud-
getary forecasts use the most up-to-date information and that budgetary planning is based on the 
most likely macro-fiscal scenario or on a more prudent basis.  Furthermore, the macroeconomic 
forecasts have to be assessed and endorsed by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council.    

The risk and sensitivity analysis chapter of both the SPU and Budget publications assesses 
the sensitivity of key fiscal data to changes in interest rates and world output.  These data in-
clude the general government balance, debt, exports, wages, unemployment rate and GDP.  

Furthermore, the SPU also sets out data on the ‘Long-term sustainability of the Public Fi-
nances’.   

Data on contingent liabilities are also published.  As a contingent liability arises in a situa-
tion where past or current actions create the risk of a future call on the Exchequer, the nominal 
level of contingent liabilities are independent of changes to world output or interest rates.  As 
a share of GDP, contingent liabilities have trended downwards across all categories in recent 
years, with the next update due in Budget 2018.  

In addition, my Department publishes an Annual Debt Report showing compliance with the 
EU debt rule out to 2025.  This publication also contains a debt sustainability analysis showing 
how the debt path would evolve under a range of macro-fiscal scenarios.  The document also 
outlines a range of additional variables monitored by my Department from a debt sustainability 
perspective. 

  Question No. 28 answered orally.

05/07/2017WRA01300Insurance Compensation Fund

05/07/2017WRA0140029. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if claimants of an insurance com-
pany similar to a company (details supplied) would receive 100% compensation from both 
the liquidation process and the insurance compensation fund if that company were to go into 
liquidation; if claimants of the company will be treated in the same way; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31481/17]

05/07/2017WRA01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following on from the Supreme Court 
decision on Setanta, it is my intention to bring certainty to the structure of the compensation 
framework in the future, particularly in the event of a liquidation of an insurer that is providing 
motor insurance in the State.  In order to achieve this certainty, draft Heads of a Bill to amend 
the Insurance Act have been prepared and will be brought to Government shortly.  The pro-
posed Bill is based on the recommendations of the Review of the Framework for Motor Insur-
ance Compensation in Ireland which was approved by Government last July. 
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When implemented this legislation will reflect the recommendations of the Review and will 
ensure all third-party motor insurance claims will be covered in future, in line with the Motor 
Insurers Bureau of Ireland limits.  This will mean that in most cases there will 100% compensa-
tion.  In addition, the new regime will provide greater efficiencies and oversight of the process, 
particularly with the involvement of the State Claims Agency.   

In relation to Setanta, over and above the 65% ICF payment, it is expected that a propor-
tion of the balance of money due to third party claimants will be met from the proceeds of the 
distribution of Setanta’s assets on completion of the liquidation process.  However, it is not 
possible to say definitively at this stage what proportion of the claims this will amount to, but 
current indications are that this is unlikely to be sufficient to cover all of the 35% gap. In this 
regard, a preliminary assessment was carried out by Towers Watson in 2014 who indicated that 
the Liquidator would not be in a position to meet more than 30% of claims out of the assets of 
the liquidation.  The Liquidator has informed the Department that as the Supreme Court has 
now made its judgment, a new actuarial report is being commissioned.  The Liquidator does 
not currently have a timeline for its completion but he anticipates that he should have a clearer 
picture on this matter shortly.

The Government will review further the payment of compensation to Setanta claimants 
once the updated actuarial report on the available proceeds of the assets for distribution from 
the liquidation process is concluded.  This will provide a good indication of the extent of the 
shortfall (i.e. the difference between the full amount due and the combined total of the 65% 
payment plus the Setanta distribution).

05/07/2017WRA01600Corporation Tax Regime

05/07/2017WRA0170030. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the tax losses built up in respect of 
financial banking and construction firms arising from the crash; if profitable companies such as 
a bank (details supplied) will enjoy tax write-offs for years to come; his plans for a minimum 
effective corporation tax rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31463/17]

05/07/2017WRA01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Loss relief for corporation tax is a stan-
dard measure available through the Irish Corporate Tax system.  It allows for losses incurred in 
the course of business to be accounted for when calculating a business’ tax liabilities.  In effect, 
this recognises that business cycles run over a longer period than a year, and that a business can 
have substantial profits one year and substantial losses in the next.  Therefore, it would be ineq-
uitable to tax business profits without allowing losses to be accounted for also.  This mechanism 
is a standard worldwide feature of corporate tax systems in all OECD countries.

The Revenue commissioners have recently published ‘An Analysis of 2015 Corporation 
Tax Returns and 2016 Payments’.  This report noted that the value of trading losses carried 
forward by all companies fell by 3% in 2015, from €215 billion to €209 billion.  

Of the €209 billion of losses available, €120 billion relates to companies operating in the 
financial and insurance sectors and €9 billion relates to construction companies.  It is important 
to note that around €40 billion of these losses are claims by companies that are in liquidation or 
are otherwise unlikely to be in a position to ever use these losses.  The bulk of such losses are 
recorded by companies in the financial sector.

I acknowledge that firms in these sectors attained significant losses during the economic 
recession which presently impact upon their taxable liabilities.  However, as I have noted al-
ready, the utilisation of such losses is a standard measure which is available to all firms liable 
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to corporate tax in Ireland. 

Nonetheless, to recognise the part that the banks played in the financial crisis, in 2013, the 
Government also decided that the banking sector should make an annual contribution of ap-
proximately €150 million to the Exchequer for the period from 2014 to 2016.   In Budget 2016, 
the payment of this levy was extended until 2021.  The bank levy is expected to raise €750 mil-
lion over five years. 

05/07/2017WRA01900Motor Insurance Costs

05/07/2017WRA0200031. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance his views on the worsen-
ing situation regarding car insurance costs; and his further views on the fact that many persons 
are seeing little difference in premium quotes since the recommendations of the working group 
have been published or partly implemented. [31349/17]

05/07/2017WRA0210048. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the status of the implementa-
tion of the recommendations in the report on motor insurance published in January 2017 from 
the cost of insurance working group set up by his department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [31453/17]

05/07/2017WRA0220068. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance the progress he is making on 
implementing the actions contained in the report on the cost of motor insurance; the effect this 
is having on motor insurance costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31346/17]

05/07/2017WRA0230069. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the working 
group’s actions on the issue of motor insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31482/17]

05/07/2017WRA02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 31, 
48, 68 and 69 together.

The Cost of Insurance Working Group, chaired by former Minister of State Eoghan Murphy 
T.D., finalised its Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance in December 2016 and it was pub-
lished on 10 January 2017. The Report makes 33 recommendations with 71 associated actions 
to be carried out in agreed timeframes, which are clearly set out in an Action Plan. 45 of these 
action points are due to be implemented by the end of this year with the remainder scheduled 
for completion before the conclusion of 2018.

There is a commitment within the Report that the Working Group will prepare quarterly up-
dates on its progress and the first such update was published in early May.  The Department of 
Finance will publish the second quarterly update in the coming weeks.  This update will again 
show the progress to date on the overall implementation of the recommendations, with a partic-
ular focus on the 17 action points which were due for completion in the second quarter of 2017. 

It should be noted that the most recent CSO data indicates that private car premiums have 
reduced by 8.5% year-on-year.  

I do, however, accept that while CSO statistics indicate a greater degree of stability on an 
overall basis, these figures only represent a broad average and there are many people who are 
still seeing increases.  I take the view that while the greater stability in pricing is a good thing, 
premiums are still at a very high level.  

However, I do firmly believe that the implementation of the recommendations of the Report 
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on the Cost of Motor Insurance will make a difference to the pricing of insurance premiums 
over the next 18 months.  It is envisaged that the implementation of all the recommendations 
cumulatively, with the appropriate levels of commitment and cooperation from all relevant 
stakeholders, will achieve the objective of delivering fairer premiums for consumers.  I also 
believe that the Setanta judgment, by finding that MIBI is not liable to meet third party claims, 
removes a major uncertainty from industry, which I would expect to be reflected in pricing in 
the short to medium term.

05/07/2017WRA02500Tax Code

05/07/2017WRA0260032. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the study 
he has ordered to amalgamate PRSI and USC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31462/17]

05/07/2017WRA02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have asked my officials to prepare a 
paper to examine the policy options with regard to the amalgamation of USC and PRSI, as one 
of a range of potential policy options for the short and medium term.

As we have already discussed here this morning in response to Deputy Doherty’s priority 
question, our current three-part system of personal taxation is overly complex and can be dif-
ficult for taxpayers and employers to understand.  A reduction from three charges to two would 
significantly simplify the personal tax system for all users. 

In addition to simplifying the personal tax system, the purpose behind any process of reform 
would be to reduce the overall burden of taxation on work in a way that is affordable and sus-
tainable.  High marginal tax rates discourage work and increase costs to employers and there-
fore have a negative impact on both productivity and international competitiveness.  This is a 
time when we need to concentrate on improving our competitiveness, to continue the increases 
in employment and opportunities for our citizens.  

I am aware that this would not be a simple process and any merging of them would require 
a considerable re-working of the underpinning systems. The universal social charge is a tax 
charge on income, whereas the PRSI charge, both Employee and Employer PRSI, generally 
confers rights to certain social welfare benefits when the necessary number of contributions 
have been made.  Any potential changes to PRSI would need to respect the social insurance 
character of the contributions and would recognise the social contract that is formed between 
those who pay taxes and the services they receive in return.

There are also practical challenges that would need to be addressed in considering a poten-
tial amalgamation of USC and PRSI, as the charges have different bases and are also calculated 
in a different manner, with the USC being a cumulative annual tax whereas PRSI applies on 
a weekly basis.  However there are also similarities between the two charges in that both are 
individualised taxes, whereas income tax allows for joint assessment.

Any changes to USC and/or PRSI would form part of the ongoing wider medium-term pro-
cess of income tax reform, which is likely to take a number of years to complete.  

05/07/2017WRA02800Budget Consultation Process

05/07/2017WRA0290033. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the forms of stakeholder 
engagement he has participated in in advance of signalling his budgetary intentions to reduce 
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income tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31478/17]

05/07/2017WRA03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government’s plans to reduce the 
income tax burden for all taxpayers, with a particular focus on low to middle income earners, 
were clearly stated in the Programme for Government published in May 2016.

The Programme for Government recognises that high personal tax rates in Ireland discour-
age work and jobs and have a negative impact on our international competitiveness.  Therefore, 
it contains a commitment for a medium-term income tax reform plan that keeps the tax base 
broad, while reducing excessive tax rates for middle income earners, and limiting the benefit for 
high earners.  We must appreciate the value of retaining the incentive to work, to enable those 
who work hard to provide for their families and generate further economic growth through em-
ployment and expenditure in the domestic economy.

As part of the annual budgetary process the third National Economic Dialogue took place 
in June, with representation and input from community, voluntary and environmental groups, 
from business, unions, research institutes, academics and the media.  The debate and dialogue 
that we had last year at the second NED had a material effect on choices that I made in last 
year’s budget, and I am now reflecting on this year’s debate in context of my deliberations for 
Budget 2018.

On an ongoing basis, my officials and I continuously engage with stakeholders, including in 
relation to Budget matters.  By way of example the Department of Finance received over 400 
Pre-Budget Submissions relating to Budget 2017 from a wide variety of groups, representa-
tive organisations and individuals.  In addition my officials met with more than twenty organi-
sations in the run-up to that Budget. 

Preparations for Budget 2018 are now under way.  In this context, the opportunity for stake-
holders to make their views known to me has not passed.  The Tax Strategy Group will meet 
later this month to discuss Budget options and the TSG papers will be published on my De-
partment’s website.  I also intend to continue the long standing practice of having a number of 
formal pre-Budget meetings with a variety of stakeholders, in addition to the normal ongoing 
engagement between my officials and relevant stakeholders.

 Furthermore, as the Deputy will be aware, changes to one particular tax, such as income 
tax, are not considered in isolation.  They must be considered as part of the overall Budget 
process encompassing both revenue and expenditure measures and in the context of available 
resources.  Any announcement in relation to changes to the income tax system would normally 
be made as part of the Budget and I am not inclined to diverge from this practice.

05/07/2017WRA03100European Banking Sector

05/07/2017WRA0320034. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the level of support the 
Government is offering to relocate the European Banking Authority to Ireland; and if he will 
provide the associated cost suggested. [25705/17]

05/07/2017WRA03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The EBA is an integral part of the Eu-
ropean System of Financial Supervision that was established after the financial crisis.  It is key 
that the Authority can continue its critical work with minimal disruption during the transition 
to a new location.  The view of the Government is that relocation to Dublin would result in the 
least amount of disruption for both the Authority and its staff.

The Government made a public declaration of interest in hosting the European Banking 
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Authority (EBA) following the decision of the United Kingdom to leave the European Union. 

We have been actively supporting our bid both at Ministerial and senior official levels, 
backed by the wide circulation of a Government endorsed promotional brochure.

Interested Member States must submit their formal offers to host the Authority by 31 July 
2017.  As part of the offer, Member States are asked to specify any special conditions offered 
in hosting the EBA with regard to costs and infrastructure.  No decision has been made at this 
point on offering any special conditions as part of our bid. 

The formal offer will set out how Dublin as a location best meets the criteria put forward 
by the President of the European Council and the President of the European Commission, and 
specify any proposed supports being offered and the associated costs. 

Once the formal offer document is completed, I will bring it to Government for approval 
prior to 31 July deadline.

05/07/2017WRA03400Insurance Costs

05/07/2017WRA0350035. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the second 
phase of the cost of insurance working group in respect of employer liability and public li-
ability; when the working group will come forward with recommendations; the progress on 
the working group’s report on motor insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31243/17]

05/07/2017WRA03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Cost of Insurance Working Group 
is in its second phase examining the cost of employer liability insurance and public liability 
insurance and has so far met nine times this year, including this morning (July 5 2017), which 
is the first meeting that I have chaired as Minister of State.  During this time the Working Group 
has held extensive consultations with a range of stakeholders and further consultations are 
planned, while submissions have been invited and received from interested parties.

At this stage, two sub-groups have been formed looking in more detail at, respectively, le-
gal-related matters and market-related issues.   The issues under consideration by the legal sub-
group are complex and raise constitutional questions and thus require careful consideration. A 
request for advice from the Office of the Attorney General is being prepared on the basis of the 
Working Group’s assessment of the issues raised.  The response to this request for advice will 
shape the recommendations emerging from the second phase. 

It is anticipated that the second phase recommendations will take the form of an addendum 
to the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance as many of them will build upon the recommenda-
tions in the existing Report and it is hoped that it will be published in late September, subject 
to receipt of the legal advice and development of the recommendations arising from that legal 
advice. 

In relation to the implementation of the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Mo-
tor Insurance, the Deputy will be aware that there are 33 recommendations with 71 associated 
actions to be carried out in agreed timeframes, which are clearly set out in an Action Plan. 

There is a commitment within the Report that the Working Group will prepare quarterly 
updates on its progress and the first such update was published in early May.  My Department 
will publish the second quarterly update in the coming weeks.  This update will again show the 
progress to date on the overall implementation of the recommendations, with a particular focus 
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on the 17 action points which were due for completion in the second quarter of 2017. 

05/07/2017WRA03700Brexit Issues

05/07/2017WRA0380036. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether his De-
partment’s projections of the potential impact of Brexit are reliable in view of recent comments 
by the ESRI and the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [31449/17]

05/07/2017WRA03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has incorporated the 
estimated impact of a “hard” Brexit into the macroeconomic forecasts published in the Stability 
Programme Update 2017.  This shock is projected to reduce GDP growth by approximately 0.7 
percentage points on average per annum over the 2019-2021 period (i.e. relative to what would 
otherwise have been the case).  These forecasts were endorsed by the Irish Fiscal Advisory 
Council (IFAC).

These projections were informed by Department of Finance – ESRI joint research which 
modelled the medium to long term impact of Brexit on Ireland. In particular, the forecasts were 
guided by the “WTO scenario”, whereby the UK and EU do not conclude a bilateral trade agree-
ment and instead the UK exercises its rights under the Most Favored Nation (MFN) clause of 
the WTO.  I would point out that the IFAC welcomed the use of explicit-model based estimates 
to inform the Department’s medium-term outlook in the June 2017 Fiscal Assessment Report. 

My Department also highlighted in the Stability Programme that risks are firmly tilted to 
the downside.  In particular, the potential impact of Brexit is still highly uncertain and could be 
worse than anticipated. 

The best way to mitigate such risks is to improve the resilience of the economy.  The Gov-
ernment will play its part by continuing to implement competitiveness-oriented policies – in-
cluding those that address emerging bottlenecks – and ensuring that the public finances con-
tinue to be managed in a prudent fashion.

05/07/2017WRA04000European Investment Bank

05/07/2017WRA0410037. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his recent dis-
cussions with the European Investment Bank in Luxembourg to strengthen the bank’s role here 
in view of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31461/17]

05/07/2017WRA04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I met the EIB President, EIB Vice 
President Andrew McDowell and other representatives of the Bank in Luxembourg on 23-24 
May in the second formal meeting of the general EIB Ireland Financing Group. There was a 
wide ranging discussion on the capital and infrastructural needs of the Irish economy and the 
key issues that arise in trying to address these needs. This discussion included the limited fiscal 
space with which the Government must operate, the potential threats posed by Brexit and the 
assessment of priorities for additional funding that is currently underway as part of the mid-
term review of the Capital Plan.

At that meeting, it was agreed that the work of the Group, and its three sub-groups which 
met on a number of occasions earlier this year, should continue, while a number of specific ac-
tion points were agreed for intensive follow-up engagement over the coming weeks and months: 

- the Irish authorities and EIB are  to explore potential financing options for delivering  
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Metro North, drawing on EIB’s knowledge and experience of   financing similar projects in 
other countries. 

- to engage in exploratory discussions in relation to EIB’s knowledge and experience of dif-
ferent  user-pay PPP or concession type models for delivering infrastructure projects - but with-
out prejudice to decisions on project selection that will only be taken by Government following 
completion of the mid-term review of the Capital Plan, or the review of policy in relation to 
the futureuse of PPPs or concessions that is currently underway as part of the mid-term review. 

- to explore, partly in relation to mitigation of the impacts of Brexit on the Irish economy, 
the potential for EIB to become involved in funding measures to provide access to  finance for 
the enterprise/agriculture sectors.

At the meeting, the EIB indicated that they were currently looking at products to assist Ire-
land in dealing with the threats of Brexit, especially in the Enterprise and SME sectors.

05/07/2017WRA04300Help-To-Buy Scheme

05/07/2017WRA0440038. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will suspend the help-
to-buy scheme immediately for new applications; and the status of the review of the scheme. 
[31451/17]

05/07/2017WRA0450039. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the review 
of the help-to-buy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31248/17]

05/07/2017WRA0460063. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance if he is reviewing the help-to-buy 
scheme; his views on whether this scheme is adding to increases in new house prices; his further 
views on the future for this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31347/17]

05/07/2017WRA0470067. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 201 of 4 April 2017, if the independent economic impact assessment of the help to buy 
incentive referred to in the response to that question has been commissioned; and the status of 
its progress and findings to date. [31426/17]

05/07/2017WRA04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe)(Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the 
Deputies may be aware, during the Committee Stage debate on Finance Bill 2016, my prede-
cessor agreed to commission an independent impact assessment on the effects of the Help to 
Buy incentive for completion prior to Budget 2018. Following a competitive tender process, 
Indecon Economic Consultants were appointed in April to undertake this assessment.

This purpose of the project, in general, is to assess whether the policy objectives on the 
supply of new homes are being met, what impact (if any) the scheme is having on new and 
second-hand house prices, and what impact the scheme is having on the residential property 
market generally.

Any moves to amend or suspend the incentive prior to the completion of this report, which is 
scheduled for the end of August, would effectively pre-judge the outcome of the analysis. Once 
received from Indecon, the contents and findings of the report will be considered and I will 
decide on any appropriate action(s) to take in relation to its findings, in the context of my delib-
erations as part of the annual budgetary process.

The Government remains of the view that the Help to Buy incentive has the potential to 
increase the supply of new-build homes, which is a crucial factor in addressing the problems 
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facing our housing market generally.

In my view, it is the lack of supply that is primarily responsible for driving house prices 
higher and I would point out that increases in house prices prevailed long before the introduc-
tion of the Help to Buy incentive. I would also point out that the scheme is targeted towards 
new build homes only, and to first-time buyers only, and it would be simplistic to designate 
this incentive as being the sole or the major contributor to house price increases.

Finally, I would like to reassure members of the public who may be in the process of apply-
ing for the Help to Buy incentive, or those who currently have applications pending, that specu-
lation concerning its abolition will not impact negatively on their applications. I would propose 
to signal well in advance, any proposed changes to the incentive following my consideration of 
the Indecon report.

05/07/2017WRA04900Insurance Costs

05/07/2017WRA0500040. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure agricultural 
mart owners are not faced with high increases in the costs of insurance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31450/17]

05/07/2017WRA05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Insurance Ireland that 
they are not aware of any major increases in the cost insurance for agricultural mart owners.  
However, if the Deputy is aware of a specific issue facing an individual mart owner, I recom-
mend that he or the mart owner raise it with Insurance Ireland who I understand are happy to 
discuss the issue as part of their free Insurance Information Service for those who have queries, 
complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  Insurance Ireland can be contacted 
at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914. 

In terms of measures being taken to tackle the cost of employer and public liability in gen-
eral, the Deputy will be aware that this is being examined as part of the second phase of the Cost 
of Insurance Working Group.  The Working Group is building upon the previous work done 
in the motor phase in order to determine how it can be applied in the employer and public li-
ability insurance claims areas.  The Working Group is also considering the impact of the cost of 
insurance on the competitiveness of particular business sectors, the impact of health and safety 
issues on the cost of insurance and other market issues.  

The Working Group has held extensive consultations with a range of stakeholders and has 
engaged with the Irish Farmers Association, who provided a submission to the Working Group. 

It is envisaged that the final results of the second phase will take the form of an addendum to 
the existing Report.  As with the first phase, the aim is for all relevant bodies and stakeholders 
to work together in order to deliver fairer premiums for businesses without unnecessary delay.  

As it is likely that employer and public liability risks would be a factor in any rise in the cost 
of insurance for marts, any recommendations emerging from this review should be of relevance 
to the mart sector. 

05/07/2017WRB00200Budget Deficit

05/07/2017WRB0030041. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans with regard to 
a proposed rainy day fund and the debt-to-GDP short-term and medium-term targets; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [31350/17]
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05/07/2017WRB0040065. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is committed to the 
45% debt-to-GDP target outlined in budget 2017 by his predecessor; the way in which he plans 
to meet this target by 2025; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31244/17]

05/07/2017WRB0050070. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his position regarding the 
setting up of a rainy day fund in 2019; if he is committed to it being set up; the way in which he 
sees it being implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31242/17]

05/07/2017WRB00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 41, 
65 and 70 together.

As part of the 2016 Summer Economic Statement, the Government announced its intention 
to establish a contingency reserve/rainy day fund with effect from 2019.  The crisis years clear-
ly demonstrated that volatility in the economic cycle can be much more pronounced due to the 
open nature of the Irish economy. As such, the rainy day fund would provide a prudent counter-
cyclical buffer, with annual transfers from the Exchequer to the rainy day fund expected fol-
lowing the achievement of the Medium Term Budgetary Objective, projected to be next year.

The rainy day fund is currently under review and further information will be provided in the 
Summer Economic Statement (SES) to be published in July.

Additionally, a revised lower debt target of 45 per cent of GDP was announced in Budget 
2017, intended to help to provide an additional fiscal ‘shock absorber’ capacity to the public 
finances to help deal with future economic headwinds, including the impact of Brexit. Again, 
this target is under review and updated information will be included in the SES.

My Department published a report in June entitled the “Annual Report on Public Debt in 
Ireland”, and included an illustrative scenario for the debt path over the medium term.  On the 
basis of reasonable assumptions, it is projected that the debt-to-GDP ratio of 60 per cent would 
be achieved in 2022, 55 per cent in 2023/2024 and 45 per cent in 2026. The analysis also sug-
gests that, based on continued compliance with the fiscal rules, growth in the nominal GDP is 
expected to do the heavy lifting in reducing the debt-to-GDP ratio in the coming years.

This projected timing does not factor in proceeds from the sale of banking assets, which will 
be used to lower debt and thus could bring forward the achievement of the above ratios.

The report also contains an analysis of the debt path under different economic and other 
scenarios. 

05/07/2017WRB00700NAMA Loans Sale

05/07/2017WRB0080042. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which NAMA 
considered the tax structures of potential bidders for assets being sold by NAMA; the impact 
of these to the potential returns to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31469/17]

05/07/2017WRB00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by NAMA that the com-
pany structures set up by purchasers for purchasing or managing loans or assets are a matter for 
the bidder and/or purchaser acting on their own tax and legal advice. 

NAMA has no role in examining or approving the tax affairs of market counterparties.  
NAMA operates in accordance with the National Asset Management Agency Act 2009 and has 
a mandate to maximise its commercial return.  The responsibility for taxation matters rests with 
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the Revenue Commissioners based on the application of relevant applicable and extant taxation 
legislation.

05/07/2017WRB01000Universal Social Charge Yield

05/07/2017WRB0110043. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the cost of the reduction of 
USC in budget 2017 was underestimated in view of the Exchequer figures; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [31452/17]

05/07/2017WRB01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Cumulative Exchequer income tax re-
ceipts at end-June 2017, were slightly below profile, by 0.5% or €110 million.  Specifically, in 
relation to Universal Social Charge receipts at end-June were approximately 4.8% or €83 mil-
lion below expectations. 

As the Deputy may be aware, officials from my Department and the Revenue Commis-
sioners have been reviewing the USC performance.  As part of the review, my Department and 
Revenue have re-examined the Budget 2017 USC costings, and are satisfied that the costings 
are as accurate as possible given the complexities involved in forecasting.  

Furthermore, as part of the continuous efforts to improve the Department’s tax forecasting 
performance, the ESRI and my Department jointly examined the sensitivity of income tax and 
USC revenues to changes in income.  As a result of this work, which was published in March 
2017, the Department has revised the income tax and USC revenue elasticities used in the 
forecasting process.  These new elasticities were used in the forecasts for 2018 and subsequent 
years in the 2017 Stability Programme Update published in April.  However, it should be noted 
that a “back-casting” using the revised elasticities would imply a lower USC forecast for this 
year.

05/07/2017WRB01300Personal Contract Plans

05/07/2017WRB0140044. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has satisfied himself 
with the regulatory position surrounding personal contract plans used to purchase motor ve-
hicles; if he has further satisfied himself with the current roles of the Central Bank and the 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission in relation to PCPs; the complaints process 
for a customer in relation to PCPs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31246/17]

05/07/2017WRB01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Personal Contract Plans (PCP) are a 
form of Hire Purchase and both the Central Bank and the Competition and Consumer Protec-
tion Commission (CCPC) have certain functions and legal powers in relation to the provision 
of hire-purchase agreements. 

While hire-purchase providers are not required to be authorised by the Central Bank, they 
are subject to a number of legislative and regulatory requirements supervised by the Central 
Bank and listed in Schedule 2 to the Central Bank Act 1942.  In addition, to the extent that an 
entity is a ‘regulated financial service provider’, the powers in the Central Bank (Supervision 
and Enforcement) Act 2013 and the administrative sanctions procedure will apply.

The CCPC is responsible under the Consumer Credit Act 1995, for the authorisation of 
credit intermediaries, some of whom may sell PCPs to consumers on behalf of a finance compa-
ny.  A “credit intermediary” is defined as “a person...who in the course of his business arranges 
or offers to arrange for a consumer the provision of credit or the letting of goods in return for a 
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commission, payment or consideration of any kind from the provider of the credit or the owner, 
as the case may be”. 

The CCPC provides licenses to credit intermediaries and keeps an online list of credit in-
termediaries holding a valid authorisation which is available on the CCPC website www.ccpc.
ie. The CCPC also deals with complaints about the advertising of Credit Agreements and the 
advertising of car finance on credit intermediary websites and in the media.

The CCPC has a specific statutory remit to provide personal finance information and educa-
tion to assist consumers. In this regard the CCPC has conducted research into the car market and 
car finance, and conducted numerous public awareness campaigns on the issue of car finance.  
Its current campaign, which commenced on 5 June, focuses on car finance and specifically aims 
to provide information to consumers on issues in relation to PCPs, such as the fact that the con-
sumer does not become the legal owner of the car until they make the final payment.  The CCPC 
plans to conduct further research into PCPs in the second half of this year. 

If a consumer has concerns regarding the activities of credit intermediaries, they may wish 
to contact the CCPC. The Financial Services Ombudsman can also investigate complaints from 
individual consumers about credit intermediaries.

05/07/2017WRB01600NAMA Operations

05/07/2017WRB0170045. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the freedom of information pro-
cedures that operate within NAMA; the process followed from receiving a request to publica-
tion; if the procedures adhere fully to the Freedom of Information Act 2014; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [31471/17]

05/07/2017WRB01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that NAMA 
was one of a number of additional agencies designated as Freedom of Information bodies, when 
the Freedom of Information Act 2014 (“FOI” Act”) was enacted on October 14, 2014. As set out 
in the FOI Act, NAMA became subject to the legislation on April 14, 2015. 

I am advised by NAMA that the Agency complies fully with its obligations under the FOI 
Act. Freedom of Information requests received by NAMA are dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of the FOI Act and the process is supported by guidance provided by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform FOI Central Policy Unit.  

I am advised that the standard process followed by NAMA as set out in the FOI Act, and 
as per the guidance notes issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, out-
lines that where a request is received, it is acknowledged within two weeks.  A response to the 
request is issued within the statutory deadline of four weeks.  In certain circumstances, an FOI 
body may extend the decision period by a further four weeks.  In these instances, the requester 
is advised of the extension, as set out in the FOI Act. 

Following receipt of a valid request, the records which fall under the scope of the request 
are collated and reviewed.  Where a record contains information that falls to be withheld under 
the exemptions provided for in the Act, this information is not released. 

Where a person is dissatisfied with the decision on a request, they have the right to seek an 
internal review of the decision by a more senior member of staff.  This involves a fresh exami-
nation of the records which fall under the scope of the request and the internal reviewer has the 
authority to affirm or amend the original decision. 
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In addition, where a person is dissatisfied with the result of the internal review, they have the 
right under the Act to apply to the Office of the Information Commissioner to seek an external 
review. 

As outlined above, I am advised that NAMA is complying fully with its obligations under 
the FOI Act and that the procedures that NAMA has adopted in processing and dealing with 
FOI requests are in compliance with the FOI Act and the guidelines produced by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.

05/07/2017WRB01900NAMA Operations

05/07/2017WRB0200046. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider a 
change to the remit of NAMA in view of the ongoing lack of supply in the housing market and 
the housing and homelessness crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31475/17]

05/07/2017WRB02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I do not propose to change NAMA’s 
mandate and I am satisfied that NAMA continues to make a significant contribution to housing 
provision, where such provision is compatible with NAMA’s overriding commercial objec-
tives in line with the NAMA Act.  It is important to recognise from the outset that NAMA does 
not own property, rather, NAMA owns loans secured by property which is owned by its debt-
ors.  More specifically, NAMA, as a lender, cannot force a borrower to take action which would 
reduce his/her repayment capacity, such as providing a property for social or private housing 
where that is not the financially optimal course of action for the debtor.  To do so would com-
promise a borrower’s capacity to repay his or her debts to NAMA and would constitute a direct 
breach of the borrower’s property rights, protected under Article 43 of the Constitution.  I am 
advised that directing NAMA to act counter to these obligations is not one lawfully open to me 
in all the current circumstances. 

This being the case, Local Authorities are not precluded from purchasing or leasing proper-
ties for social purposes, including properties owned by NAMA debtors.  In fact, NAMA has 
an established policy of identifying to Local Authorities, properties which may be suitable for 
their purposes. Through this initiative, NAMA has facilitated the sale or lease by its debtors 
and receivers of properties on commercial terms, to public bodies for a wide-range of purposes, 
including social housing; schools; healthcare facilities; and urban economic, environmental and 
cultural regeneration.  All such transactions are executed at market value. 

NAMA has also established National Asset Residential Property Services (“NARPS”) as 
an innovative model to expedite social housing delivery.  NARPS purchases properties di-
rectly from NAMA debtors and receivers, at market value.  NARPS then onward leases these 
properties to local authorities and approved housing bodies on long term (20 year 9 months) 
leases, which include an option for the local authorities or approved housing bodies to purchase 
the unit at market value towards the end of the lease term.  NARPS has been in operation since 
2013 and has purchased over 1,300 units from NAMA debtors and receivers, all of which have 
been leased for social housing.  The establishment of NARPS has ensured the transfer of fully-
furnished and compliant properties for immediate occupation by social housing tenants in a 
timely manner while also remaining faithful to NAMA’s commercial mandate.

NAMA is also seeking to facilitate the delivery of 20,000 homes over the period from 2016 
to 2020, subject to commercial viability.  Since 2014, NAMA has funded the construction of 
over 4,800 new residential units in Ireland on residential development land securing its loan 
portfolio.



5 July 2017

191

NAMA also played a key role in the resolution of unfinished housing estates within the 
State.  In 2010 NAMA had exposure to 332 unfinished housing estates. That has now reduced 
to 11 unfinished estates at this stage and all of NAMA’s remaining exposure to such sites are 
expected to be resolved by end-2017.  

Ultimately, NAMA’s principal contribution to social and economic development of the State 
has been the major progress that it has made in eliminating Irish taxpayers’ contingent liability 
of €30 billion which arose from the Government Guaranteed senior debt issued in order to ac-
quire bank loan portfolios.  As of today, 98% of that senior debt has been redeemed and NAMA 
has indicated that it expects the residual €500m to be redeemed by the end of this year.  NAMA 
also expects to redeem its subordinated debt by March 2020 and to produce a surplus – cur-
rently estimated at €3 billion – by the time it completes its work. 

Finally,  the long-term solution to the current homelessness issue is to increase the sup-
ply of homes and the Government is determined to see increases in the supply of high quality 
social and affordable homes, to buy or rent, as quickly as possible, particularly in the major 
urban areas where demand is greatest.  This is one of the issues the Minister for Housing, Plan-
ning, Community and Local Government will be considering in the context of the recently an-
nounced review of Rebuilding Ireland, one year on from its publication, with an emphasis on 
building on the progress made, strengthening the measures already in place and identifying new 
initiatives that add value and raise ambition.  In this context, the fourth edition of Rebuilding 
Ireland’s Monthly Housing Activity Report shows that housing construction activity continues 
to gather momentum, with an appreciable rise in the level of housing commencements notified 
to local authorities during March 2017.

05/07/2017WRB02200Budget 2018

05/07/2017WRB0230047. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the 
impact that potential income tax cuts will have on the ability to invest in vital public services 
in budget 2018; his views on the further erosion of the tax base; the way in which he plans to 
offset the potential exchequer losses from a proposed tax cut; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [31480/17]

05/07/2017WRB02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Programme for Partnership Gov-
ernment recognises the need to invest in public services and capital infrastructure to meet in-
creasing demographic demands; to provide targeted expenditure increases for improvements 
focusing upon health, housing, education, disability, child care and development.  It also recog-
nises that capital investment in key physical and social infrastructure can support growth and 
continued job creation.  

The programme therefore contains a commitment that budget measures will be introduced 
that will involve at least a 2:1 split between public spending and tax reductions.  This commit-
ment is also contained in the Confidence and Supply agreement with Fianna Fáil. The ratio of 
spending increases to tax reductions in Budget 2017 exceeded this target and was in fact over 
3:1 in favour of expenditure.   

The income tax base was broadened significantly in the crisis through the introduction of the 
broad-based USC but also through the curtailment or abolition of a range of income tax reliefs.  
In 2010 over 45% of income earners were exempt from income tax.  At present it is estimated 
that circa 30% of income earners are exempt from USC with approximately 37% of earners 
exempt from Income Tax. 
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While the Programme for Government commits to maintaining the breadth of the tax base, 
it also recognises that high personal tax rates in Ireland discourage work and jobs and have a 
negative impact on our international competitiveness.  Therefore, it contains a commitment for 
a medium-term income tax reform plan that keeps the tax base broad, while reducing excessive 
tax rates for middle income earners, and limiting the benefit for high earners.  We must appreci-
ate the value of retaining the incentive to work, to enable those who work hard to provide for 
their families and generate further economic growth through employment and expenditure in 
the domestic economy.

Furthermore, as the Deputy will be aware, changes to one particular tax, such as income tax, 
are not considered in isolation.  They must be considered as part of the overall Budget process 
encompassing both revenue and expenditure measures and in the context of available resources.  
Any announcement in relation to changes to the income tax system would normally be made as 
part of the Budget and I am not inclined to diverge from this practice.

  Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 31.

05/07/2017WRB02800National Debt Servicing

05/07/2017WRB0290049. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to use his position 
to engage with EU officials regarding Ireland’s debt burden; his further plans to seek a change 
to Ireland’s debt schedule; his views on whether this is something that should be considered 
particularly in the context of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31479/17]

05/07/2017WRB03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department, in conjunction with 
the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) are constantly looking to avail of any ap-
propriate opportunity for savings on the cost of our EU-IMF Programme loans and the matter 
is kept under active review.

The debt-to-GDP ratio has declined significantly in recent years although we must recognise 
the limitations of GDP in an Irish context. For a more meaningful assessment of trends in public 
debt in Ireland, therefore, it is important to look beyond this simple measure. 

Other debt sustainability measures such as the debt-to-revenue ratio and the interest-to-
revenue ratio are also improving.  

Our economy is growing strongly; our public finance deficit is declining, as are our debt 
service costs and we are now running a primary budget surplus. All of this is positive from a 
debt sustainability perspective.  In addition, the proceeds from the recent sale of part of the 
Government’s share-holding in AIB will reduce the overall level of public debt. 

In the context of Brexit, the best and most immediate policy under the Government’s control 
to counter the likely negative economic impacts is to continue to prudently manage the pub-
lic finances.  As we cannot control the international environment, we will need to continue to 
improve our competitiveness, including by focussing on costs we can control, by boosting our 
productivity, and ensuring sustainable public finances.

It should be recognised that a number of improvements to the terms of our EU-IMF Pro-
gramme loans have already been secured since they were initially agreed in late 2010. 

As a result of two separate maturity extensions granted to loans from the European Finan-
cial Stabilisation Mechanism (EFSM) and the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF), 
Ireland’s debt repayment schedule is already quite favourable.  These extensions mean that the 
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next EFSF maturity is not until 2029 while it is not expected that Ireland will have to refinance 
any of its EFSM loans before 2027. 

Reductions in the cost of the EFSM, EFSF and bilateral loans were also secured and these 
generate significant interest savings. 

Furthermore, the early repayment of some 81 per cent of our IMF loans, completed in Quar-
ter 1 2015, also generates significant interest savings and improves the debt repayment schedule 
as debt that was to mature over the period July 2015 – January 2021 was replaced with longer-
term debt.  This early repayment to the IMF required agreement from the other lenders to waive 
the mandatory proportional early repayment clause. 

With regard to any potential further engagement, it is important to note that engagement 
with  any one lender cannot be treated in isolation from other lenders and market expectations 
for when Programme loans are due to be repaid.  The issue of Post-Programme Monitoring 
would also have to be addressed.  Furthermore, any potential savings arising from possible 
future actions would depend on timing and prevailing market conditions. 

05/07/2017WRB03100Motor Insurance Costs

05/07/2017WRB0320050. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to assist 
persons faced with increases in the cost of motor insurance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [31249/17]

05/07/2017WRB03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The former Minister for Finance, Mi-
chael Noonan T.D., established the Cost of Insurance Working Group in 2016, in consultation 
with the Central Bank and other Departments and Agencies. 

The initial focus of the Working Group was the issue of rising motor insurance and its Re-
port on the Cost of Motor Insurance was published in January 2017.  The Report makes 33 
recommendations with 71 associated actions to be carried out in agreed timeframes, which are 
clearly set out in an Action Plan.  45 of these action points are due to be implemented by the 
end of this year with the remainder scheduled for completion before the conclusion of 2018.

There is a commitment within the Report that the Working Group will prepare quarterly 
updates on its progress and the first such update was published in early May.  

The Department of Finance will publish the second quarterly update in the next couple of 
weeks.  This update will again show the progress to date on the overall implementation of the 
recommendations, with a particular focus on the 17 action points which are due for completion 
in the second quarter of 2017.

It should be noted that the most recent CSO data indicates that private car premiums have 
reduced by 8.5% year-on-year.  I do, however, accept that while CSO statistics indicate a great-
er degree of stability on an overall basis, these figures only represent a broad average and that 
there are many people who are still seeing increases.  I take the view that while the greater sta-
bility in pricing is a good thing, premiums are still at a very high level.  

However, I do believe that the implementation of the Report on the Cost of Motor Insur-
ance will make a difference to the pricing of insurance premiums over the next 18 months.  I 
also believe that the Setanta judgment, by finding that MIBI is not liable to meet third party 
claims, removes a major uncertainty from industry, which I would expect to be reflected in pric-
ing in the short to medium term.
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05/07/2017WRB03400VAT Rate Application

05/07/2017WRB0350051. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the Democratic Unionist Party’s stance on adjusting VAT rates in Northern Ireland post-
Brexit; the implications of the DUP-Conservative Party confidence and supply agreement at 
Westminster and the possibility of the UK introducing localised VAT rates in Northern Ireland; 
the impact of this on the retail and services sector in the Border region; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31460/17]

05/07/2017WRB03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that the Democratic 
Unionist Party Manifesto for the 2017 Westminster Election advocates a cut in the VAT rate for 
tourism services in Northern Ireland.  The policy paper annexed to the Confidence and Supply 
Agreement between the Conservative Party and the DUP provides for a detailed consultative re-
port to be commissioned into the impact of VAT and Air Passenger Duty on tourism in Northern 
Ireland and to recommend how best to build upon the growing success of that sector. 

VAT on tourism activities has applied at the 9% VAT rate in Ireland since 1 July 2011.  In the 
UK and Northern Ireland the UK standard VAT rate of 20% is applied to tourism services such 
as hotels and restaurants.  Under current EU VAT rules the UK is entitled to introduce a VAT 
rate on hotel and restaurant services as low as 5%, but has not done so to date.  Pricing, as you 
will be aware, is made up of many elements and VAT is only one such component, and any VAT 
changes in the north may not significantly affect changes in pricing as a whole.

The main aim of reducing VAT in Northern Ireland would be to incentivise growth in tour-
ism and tourism jobs in Northern Ireland and this will not necessarily have a negative impact 
on tourism in the Republic.  Ireland is marketed by Tourism Ireland as a single destination in 
overseas markets and the DUP proposal, if implemented, could make the island of Ireland a 
more attractive destination as many overseas visitors would visit both jurisdictions on a trip.

With regard to the impact of the DUP VAT commitments on the retail sector in the border 
region, there has been no suggestion or recommendation to reduce VAT on retail goods and 
services in the North.            

05/07/2017WRB03700Brexit Staff

05/07/2017WRB0380052. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has recruited 
experts in custom affairs to prepare for Brexit.  [27559/17]

05/07/2017WRB03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that across 
Government, relevant Departments, agencies and overseas missions have been strengthened to 
deal with Brexit.  The Irish Government has a team of Ministers who know the business of Eu-
rope well, as well as a team of diplomats and officials with extensive experience of challenging 
international negotiations, for example, the Good Friday Agreement, the European Constitution 
negotiations and a number of EU level treaty negotiations. 

The considerable expertise of Government Departments and Agencies is augmented as re-
quired by partnering in, funding or commissioning studies and research relevant to Brexit.  
Examples include Scoping the Possible Economic implications of Brexit on Ireland (ESRI); 
Brexit: Potential Implications for the Agri-Food Sector (Teagasc).  My Department has also 
published internal research including ‘UK EU Exit - an Exposure Analysis of Sectors of the 
Irish Economy’ in conjunction with Budget 2017.
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As part of the whole-of-Government approach to Brexit, I am advised that the Revenue 
Commissioners, who are the competent Customs authority in the State, are actively engaged in 
examining a range of scenarios in order to support Ireland’s objectives in the context of Brexit, 
that they have redeployed additional staff to prepare for Brexit and are keeping resources re-
quired under review on an ongoing basis.  I am further informed that they are engaging in 
ongoing contacts with business through the Customs Consultative Committee and other fora to 
understand the issues arising and provide guidance. 

Full information on customs procedures is available on the Revenue website www.revenue.
ie/en/customs/index.html .

  Question No. 53 answered with Question No. 23.

05/07/2017WRB04300Tax Compliance

05/07/2017WRB0440054. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Questions 
Nos. 218 to 222, inclusive, of 20 June 2017, if compliance is done on an ongoing basis by both 
the Revenue Commissioners and the lending institutions; the date of the last compliance check 
by the Revenue Commissioners on lenders to ensure that the correct operation of the mortgage 
interest relief scheme took place; the outcome of that check; and the frequency with which these 
compliance checks are done.  [31425/17]

05/07/2017WRB04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue carries out continuous com-
pliance checks on lenders to ensure the correct operation of the mortgage interest relief scheme.

As part of the process, each main lender is required to submit a monthly electronic down-
load to Revenue setting out the amount of qualifying interest paid by each borrower and the 
amount of mortgage interest relief allowed in respect of each qualifying loan in the previous 
month. The smaller lenders and local authorities are required to submit annual files setting out 
similar information.  

Each month Revenue cross-checks all of the information provided by the lenders against its 
own databases and any discrepancies are very quickly queried with the particular lender. The 
most recent compliance checks to be completed related to May 2017 during which 283,158 
TRS accounts were reviewed.  Following the review 2,687 queries were raised with the various 
lenders of which only two still remain to be resolved. 

In addition to the monthly cross-checking reviews, any queries or complaints received by 
Revenue from individual borrowers are fully investigated and followed up with the lender con-
cerned.

05/07/2017WRB04600Tax Compliance

05/07/2017WRB0470055. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he or his predecessor met with 
an organisation (details supplied) to discuss its report highlighting the effective tax rate paid by 
16 of the top 20 European banks here, as committed to in Dáil Éireann by his predecessor on 4 
April 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31459/17]

05/07/2017WRB04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the report which was 
published by Oxfam on 27 March.  The report makes a number of comments about the level of 
tax paid by certain banks in respect of their operations in each country of operation, including 
Ireland.  
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I understand that the report relies on publicly available data published by banks under the 
capital requirements directive, CRD IV.  The report takes this data and uses it to assert the effec-
tive tax rate suffered by banks in the countries in which they operate.  While I am not at liberty 
to comment on individual taxpayers, there are a number of reasons that using this data to assert 
a company’s effective tax rate has the potential to create a misleading picture.

Calculating a company’s effective tax rate requires looking at a company’s profits as calcu-
lated under Irish tax law and the amount of tax charged on those profits under Irish tax law.  This 
information is not included in the public country-by-country reports.  For this reason, caution 
is needed when using the country-by-country information when commenting on a company’s 
tax affairs.  For example, the profit figures filed in the CRD IV reports generally relate to profit 
calculated for accounting purposes.  Companies, however, do not pay tax on their accounting 
profits, but rather on their taxable profits.  There are a variety of legitimate differences in how 
these figures are calculated in each country.

Similarly, the tax on profit or loss figure in the publicly disclosed information may relate to 
tax actually paid over to Revenue rather than the tax charge suffered by the company.  For ex-
ample, where a company has losses carried forward from a previous year, this would reduce the 
amount of tax that must be paid over but does mean the company is not subject to a tax charge 
on its profits.

Neither I or the former Minister for Finance Michael Noonan have met Oxfam to discuss 
the details of the report.  However, there was a productive meeting between officials from the 
Department of Finance and a representative from Oxfam to discuss the reports findings.

05/07/2017WRC00200Tax Exemptions

05/07/2017WRC0030056. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will end the dividend with-
holding tax exemption for non-resident shareholders in Irish real estate funds related to capital 
gains distributions from the fund when the fund holds the property for five years prior to sale; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31448/17]

05/07/2017WRC00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Finance Act 2016 provided for the 
introduction of a tax regime for Irish Real Estate Funds or IREFs.  The section was introduced 
to address the use of certain collective investment vehicles to invest in Irish property by non-
resident investors.  The IREF regime provides for taxation of investment undertakings, where 
25% of the value of that undertaking is made up of Irish real estate assets.  

The key features of the regime are:

- Any rental income or development profits earned by the IREF will be included in the cal-
culation of the IREF’s profits.

- Capital gains will also be included in the calculation of profits unless the asset is held for 
five years or more.  The five year time period was provided for to encourage longer-term in-
vestment in the market.  Where the asset is held for five years or more but the investor has the 
ability to control or influence the selection of property in the fund, they will not qualify for the 
capital gains tax exemption.

- Where an IREF makes an actual distribution or on the redemption of units in the IREF, 
non-resident investors will be subject to a withholding tax of 20%.

The exemption from capital gains tax for IREFs was legislated for to encourage sustainable 
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investment focussed on the long-term holding and management of income-producing rental 
property.

This will, in the longer term, lead to a more sustainable, secure, property market for both 
investors and property tenants whilst generating regular and reliable tax revenues for the Ex-
chequer, from the taxation of the rental profits.

Although a gain may be exempt where the property is held for more than five years, tax will 
still be payable on the rental income that is being generated.  

By way of comparison, there is a full exemption for non-residents from UK capital gains tax 
on all commercial property gains in the UK no matter what type of structure is used for invest-
ment purposes (i.e. a fund, a normal company, partnership etc). 

 The IREF legislation is not a tax incentive for non-residents investing in Irish property.  All 
rental income and development profits earned by the IREF is included in the calculation of the 
IREF’s profits.  Where an IREF makes a distribution of these profits, non-resident investors will 
be subject to a withholding tax of 20%.

05/07/2017WRC00500NAMA Transactions

05/07/2017WRC0060057. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 271 of 2 May 2017, if he has satisfied himself that NAMA achieved maximum return under 
section 10 of the National Asset Management Agency Act 2009 with regard to the debt refi-
nancing transaction Project Nantes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31467/17]

05/07/2017WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that Section 
9 of the NAMA Act 2009 provides that NAMA is independent in the performance of its func-
tions and that I, as Minister for Finance, have no role in relation to its commercial decisions.  I 
am advised by NAMA that it is satisfied that it obtained the best achievable financial return 
from this transaction. 

The Deputy will also be aware that, under sections 99 and 202 of the NAMA Act, NAMA 
is legally prohibited from disclosing information relating to its debtors or the assets securing 
their loans and, accordingly, NAMA is not in a position to disclose any additional information 
in relation to this transaction.

05/07/2017WRC00800Central Bank of Ireland Transactions

05/07/2017WRC0090058. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
schedule relating to the extinguishing of the floating rate treasury bond; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31477/17]

05/07/2017WRC01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank publishes informa-
tion in this regard in its Annual Report.  In 2013, the Bank acquired eight Floating Rate Notes 
amounting to €25 billion as part of the exchange of assets on the liquidation of IBRC.  The 
Floating Rate Notes form part of the Bank’s Special Portfolio.  The disposal policy for this 
portfolio remains unchanged, with the intention being to dispose of holdings as soon as pos-
sible, provided conditions of financial stability permit.  The Bank has indicated that it will sell 
a minimum of these securities in accordance with the following schedule: 

- 2016-2018 €0.5 billion per annum; 
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- 2019-2023 €1 billion per annum; and 

- from 2024 onwards €2 billion per annum until all bonds are sold.

The eight Floating Rate Notes acquired range in maturity dates from 2038 to 2053.  The 
Bank has so far disposed of €7.5 billion nominal of the Floating Rate Notes; €0.5 billion in 
2014, €2 billion in 2015, €3 billion in 2016 and €2 billion so far this year.  On each occasion 
the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) purchased and subsequently cancelled the 
Floating Rate Notes.  All holdings of the 2038, 2041 and 2043 Floating Rate Notes have now 
been disposed of.  The outstanding balance of Floating Rate Notes is now €17.5 billion.

05/07/2017WRC01100Budget 2018

05/07/2017WRC0120059. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his Department’s objec-
tive of a balanced budget in structural terms in 2018; his Department’s current appraisal of the 
strength of tax receipts in achieving that balance; if his Department is holding discussions with 
the EU Commission regarding the application of the fiscal rules and the maximising of the fis-
cal space available for budget 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31351/17]

05/07/2017WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, I want to highlight that 
the Government is responsible for policy and, as such, it is the Government’s objective (and not 
that of my Department) to balance the budget in structural terms in 2018.

My Department, however, is responsible for the technical analysis, including the produc-
tion of economic and fiscal forecasts.  On the basis of my Department’s latest forecasts, which 
were published in the April 2017 Stability Programme Update, we remain on track to achieving 
a balanced budget in structural terms next year.  It is also worth pointing out that the economic 
forecasts were endorsed by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council at the time. 

Tax receipts in the first six months of the year are up by around 4 per cent relative to the 
same period last year, but are marginally behind profile by 0.5 per cent.

My Department is currently discussing with the European Commission its (i.e. the Commis-
sion’s) assessment of budgetary implementation in Ireland this year and last year, as the Com-
mission has indicated a risk of deviation from the adjustment path towards a balanced budget 
in structural terms.

In relation to 2018, estimates of fiscal space will be set out in the Summer Economic State-
ment which will be published in July.

On a more general note, I want to stress that the Government will implement prudent bud-
getary policies, designed not to overheat the economy and targeted towards addressing the most 
pressing issues facing the economy and our society.

Finally, when it comes to the concept of fiscal space, it is crucially important that we look 
at the quantum of existing expenditure - rather than simply the incremental changes at the time 
of the budget - in order to ensure maximum value for money and efficiency.  The review of 
expenditure which is currently underway is being undertaken with this in mind.

  Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 22.

05/07/2017WRC01500Betting Regulations
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05/07/2017WRC0160061. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the work 
of the tax strategy group in 2017 with particular reference to a review of the system of betting 
tax; when it is expected this work will be finalised and published; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [31447/17]

05/07/2017WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, during the 
2016 Finance Bill Committee Stage Debates in both the Dáil and the Seanad, a commitment 
was given that betting duty would be examined as part of the 2017 Tax Strategy Group process.  
I can inform you that officials in my Department have been examining the area with a view to 
including the Review for inclusion in the Excise TSG Paper 2017.

As part of the Review my Department undertook a consultation process which sought the 
views of industry, stakeholders and the general public.  The consultation process closed on 19 
June 2017.

The Review will form part of the Excise TSG Paper 2017, which is expected to be presented 
to the forthcoming TSG and, as in the case with the TSG 2016 papers, published very shortly 
afterwards. 

05/07/2017WRC01800Economic Growth

05/07/2017WRC0190062. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which he 
expects the economy to grow in the context of this and subsequent years notwithstanding the 
potential threat of Brexit or other external factors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31445/17]

05/07/2017WRC02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department’s most recent eco-
nomic forecasts were published in the 2017 Stability Programme Update. Real GDP growth of 
4.3 per cent was projected for this year while growth is forecast to average 3 per cent over the 
period 2018 – 2021. These forecasts have been endorsed by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council.

The information flow since the publication of the SPU broadly confirms my Department’s 
assessment.  As a result, the forthcoming Summer Economic Statement will present an un-
changed macro-economic outlook.

However, we do face considerable economic challenges, notably Brexit, the change in poli-
cy direction by the new US administration and high levels of uncertainty in the global economy.  
This was explicitly recognised in the Stability Programme Update, which detailed risks to the 
outlook and noted that these are firmly tilted to the downside.  

In conclusion, I should emphasise that the best way to deal with the challenges we face, and 
to support continued growth, is through continued implementation of competitiveness oriented 
policies along with prudent management of the public finances.  That is what this Government 
will continue to do.

  Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 38.

05/07/2017WRC02200Tax Yield

05/07/2017WRC0230064. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the cost of reducing the marginal 
rate of tax to under half of taxpayers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31454/17]
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05/07/2017WRC02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following clarification with the Depu-
ty’s office, I understand that the question concerns the cost of reducing the marginal rate of tax 
to under 50% for all taxpayers. 

Following the changes announced in Budget 2017, the top marginal tax rate for incomes up 
to €70,044 is 49%, comprised of 40% income tax, 5% USC and 4% PRSI.  It should be remem-
bered that as recently as December 2014, the top marginal rate of tax for a single individual on 
all income over €32,800 was 52%.

There are a number of ways in which the marginal tax rate for all taxpayers could be reduced 
to under 50%.  Given its structure of rates and bands, changes to USC would be the most cost 
effective way of achieving this objective. 

This could be done by:

(i) abolishing the 3% USC surcharge that applies to self-employed income in excess of 
€100,000, and 

(ii) Reducing the 8% USC rate that applies to all incomes over €70,044 to 5%, to merge it 
with the existing 5% USC rate which applies on all income between €18,773 and €70,044

These changes would mean that the highest USC rate would be 5%, and it would apply on 
all income from €18,773.  This would give a top marginal tax rate of 49% for all taxpayers, 
comprised of 40% income tax, 5% USC and 4% PRSI.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated first and full year cost to the Exchequer of these 
changes is in the order of €411 million and €563 million respectively. 

These figures are estimates from the Revenue tax forecasting model using latest actual data 
for the year 2014, adjusted as necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends 
in the interim.  They are estimated by reference to projected 2017 incomes.  They are provi-
sional and may be revised.  The Deputy may wish to note that a Ready Reckoner available on 
the Revenue website offers a range of scenarios and their costs for changes in Income Tax and 
USC rates.

  Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 41.

05/07/2017WRC02600Film Industry Tax Reliefs

05/07/2017WRC0270066. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies availing 
of section 481 tax relief in the film industry; and the number of full-time jobs in the film indus-
try here. [27638/17]

05/07/2017WRC02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that prior 
to 2015, the Film Relief scheme, provided for by Section 481 Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 
1997, operated by giving relief to individuals and companies investing in the film industry.  

With effect from 2015, the scheme provides direct support to film producer companies in 
the form of a tax credit.  The provisional number of claimants of the tax credit in 2015 is 1,102 
with a cost to the Exchequer of €69.7 million.  The figures for 2016 are not currently available.

 The following numbers of companies were granted relief during 2015, 2016 and 2017:

- 2015: 32 companies in respect of 43 films
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- 2016: 54 companies in respect of 74 films

- 2017: 15 companies in respect of 21 films (to end Quarter 1 2017)

Revenue analysis of applications made in respect of section 481 TCA 1997 indicate that 
3,415 full-time equivalent jobs were created over 184 projects in 2015 and 2016. However, it 
should be noted that jobs created in the film industry are predominately of a short term nature.

  Question No. 67 answered with Question No. 38.

  Questions Nos. 68 and 69 answered with Question No. 31.

  Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 41.

05/07/2017WRC03200European Investment Bank

05/07/2017WRC0330071. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on proposed 
changes to the governance structure of the European Investment Bank that would allow the 
bank to lend to the armaments industries; and his views on the matter. [31483/17]

05/07/2017WRC03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware that, during the recent ap-
pearance of the Mr Andrew McDowell, Vice President of the EIB, before the Select Committee 
on Budgetary Oversight, the Deputy raised the issue of the European Council’s request to the 
EIB that it examine ways of stepping-up its contribution in support of the EU’s Security and 
Defence Agenda.  As Mr McDowell indicated in his response, the issue is currently being as-
sessed within the EIB.

The current eligibility for lending criteria of the EIB preclude lending to the armaments 
industry unless the technologies being supported are dual-use, that is they must also have con-
sumer or commercial applications.  Any change to those lending criteria would be a matter for 
the EIB.  Were any changes being considered, I would fully expect that Ireland’s views would 
be taken into account during consideration at Board of Director or Board of Governor levels 
within the Bank.  Finally, and in relation to any proposed changes to the governance structure of 
the EIB in relation to lending to the armaments industry, I am not aware of any such proposals.

05/07/2017WRD00200National Debt

05/07/2017WRD0030072. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach if debts relating to third level education in-
stitutions such as universities, institutes of technology and other colleges and the education and 
training boards throughout the country are included as debts on the national balance sheet; and 
if so, the reason for this. [31712/17]

05/07/2017WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Joe McHugh): The le-
gally binding accounting rules which must be used by all EU Member States for producing 
Government Finance Statistics (GFS) are those of the European System of Accounts 2010 (ESA 
2010).  The Manual on Government Deficit and Debt (MGDD) provides further guidance on 
the implementation of ESA 2010 when reporting GFS.

To test whether a unit is in government, the decision rules that need to be followed are as per 
ESA 2010 and MGDD.  These rules establish that an entity should be classified in the govern-
ment sector if it is (a) under public (government) control and (b) if it is a non-market entity.  The 
first step in the classification process is therefore to determine if the unit is under public control.  
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However, not all publicly controlled entities are in general government.  This is because if a 
publicly controlled unit is a market producer (i.e. selling their output at economically signifi-
cant prices) it is classified outside government as a public corporation.

According to the rules of the MGDD the market/non-market criterion is applied taking 
results over a “number of years” - in practical terms usually a three year period is taken.  Only 
when a clear pattern is observed is a reclassification undertaken.  This ensures that government 
figures are not made volatile through reclassifications arising from exceptional events.

Historically the universities were classified as privately controlled non-profit institutions in 
the National Accounts.  The CSO, having reviewed the Universities Act, 1997, concluded that, 
on balance, the universities have sufficient degree of autonomy under this legislation to be clas-
sified as being privately and not publicly controlled.  Therefore the universities are not currently 
included in the list of public corporations published by the CSO.  

In 2012, under the previous version of the ESA standards (ESA95), the CSO reclassified the 
universities as market producers.  Whilst they remained outside Government as a result of this 
review, their classification changed from the non-profit sector to the non-financial corporations 
sector.  Therefore, the universities are currently classified outside Government on the basis that 
they are (a) privately controlled and (b) market producers and, as such, their debt does not con-
tribute in any way to the national debt.  The CSO is currently reviewing the classification of the 
universities as part of its routine monitoring of institutional sector classifications.

On the other hand, under the same classification criteria and review process according to the 
ESA 2010 standards, the institutes of technology and education training boards are at present 
classified within the Government sector.  Consequently, their indebtedness to agencies outside 
the Government sector is included as part of the national debt.

05/07/2017WRD00500Film Industry

05/07/2017WRD0060073. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation the reason only fixed-term contracts are available to many workers in the film indus-
try; if this is an area her Department is examining with a view to improving working conditions 
and security for persons working in the film industry; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [31673/17]

05/07/2017WRD0070074. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation the reason workers in the film industry are unable to secure contracts of indefinite 
duration; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [31675/17]

05/07/2017WRD00800Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): I propose to take Questions Nos. 73 and 74 together.

There may be a number of reasons why certain types of employment contracts are used in 
the film sector, responsibility for which comes within the remit of my colleague the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  However, from an employment rights 
point of view, Ireland has a comprehensive body of employment protection legislation designed 
to protect employees engaged under different types of employment arrangements. 

The Protection of Employees (Fixed-Term Work) Act 2003 provides that fixed-term em-
ployees may not be treated less favourably than comparable permanent employees, unless the 
employer can objectively justify the different treatment.  Less favourable treatment of a worker 
may be objectively justified if it is for the purpose of achieving a legitimate objective of the 
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employer and such treatment is appropriate and necessary for that purpose.  However, any justi-
fication offered cannot be connected with the fact that the employee is on a fixed-term contract. 

The 2003 Act also establishes a framework to prevent abuses arising from the use of suc-
cessive fixed-term employment contracts.  The Act provides that where an employee has been 
on two or more continuous fixed-term contracts, the total duration of those contracts may not 
exceed four years.  After this, if the employer wishes to renew the employee’s contract, it is 
deemed to be a contract of indefinite duration unless there are objective grounds justifying the 
renewal of the contract for a fixed term only. 

The Unfair Dismissal Act 1977 as amended contains a provision aimed at ensuring that 
successive temporary contracts are not used in order to avoid that legislation.  It provides that 
where a fixed-term or specified-purpose contract expires and the individual is re-employed 
within 3 months, the individual is deemed to have continuous service for the purposes of that 
Act. 

All employers, including those in the film industry, carry the same obligations in relation to 
compliance with employment law.  Where an individual believes they are being deprived of em-
ployment rights applicable to employees they may refer a complaint to the Workplace Relations 
Commission (WRC) where the matter can be dealt with by way of mediation or adjudication 
leading to a decision that is enforceable through the District Court.  WRC inspectors can also 
be asked to investigate certain breaches.  Complaints can be made on a single complaint form 
available at the WRC’s website www.workplacerelations.ie  .  

The Competition (Amendment) Act 2017, which was recently enacted, establishes rights 
for certain categories of self-employed individuals to be represented by a trade union for the 
purposes of collective bargaining.  I believe that this Act, which met with all Party support in 
both Houses of the Oireachtas, provides a fine balance in meeting the stated objectives under-
pinning it whilst, at the same time, remaining consistent with competition law.  It will be of 
benefit to voiceover actors, session musicians and freelance journalists and it also provides for 
an application process whereby Trade Unions can apply for an exemption from the application 
of section 4 of the Competition Act 2002 to collective bargaining and agreements in respect of 
other specific classes of self-employed workers.

05/07/2017WRD01000Enterprise Support Services Provision

05/07/2017WRD0110075. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the way in which her Department has collaborated with the IDA and Enterprise Ireland to 
promote economic growth in County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[31814/17]

05/07/2017WRD01200Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): IDA Ireland’s strategy for 2015-2019 includes a commitment to increase foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in every region outside of Dublin by 30% to 40%.  The Agency has already 
made good progress towards achieving this goal with Wexford performing particularly well. 
This is reflected in net job gains with FDI jobs in the county increasing from 2,486 in 2015 to 
2,630 in 2016, an uplift of almost 6%. 

IDA Ireland also continues to explore new avenues for attracting FDI to the entire South 
East region.  These include the development of advance facilities, new marketing initiatives and 
a campaign to encourage Dublin-based multinational companies to establish satellite offices in 
the region.
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Currently there are three IDA Ireland sites and one private finance facility available to mar-
ket in Wexford.  The number of IDA Ireland supported site visits to Wexford has increased 
from 1 in 2014 to 7 in 2016.  The IDA continues to work hard to convert interest shown to date 
by potential investors into investments on the ground in the county. 

In 2016, Enterprise Ireland (EI) supported companies in Wexford employed 4,816 people, a 
net gain on 109 on 2015.  EI has paid €4.2 million to companies in Wexford across the period 
2014 – 2016 and has co-funded four Community Enterprise Centres in the county.

Under the APJ Funding Scheme for the Local Enterprise Offices four projects were ap-
proved for funding which had Wexford LEO as a collaborative partner.

05/07/2017WRD01300IDA Supports

05/07/2017WRD0140076. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation if she will take steps to ensure that the IDA considers County Westmeath as an appro-
priate site for a data centre (details supplied) in the midlands in view of the fact that there are 
a number of viable locations in mid and north County Westmeath which could accommodate 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [31825/17]

05/07/2017WRD01500Tánaiste and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Frances Fitzger-
ald): I am informed by IDA Ireland that it has appointed Jacobs Engineering to undertake a 
study to identify potential strategic land banks in Ireland that would be particularly suitable to 
accommodate the sustainable development of large scale Data Centre projects. 

The study is being undertaken to ensure that all regions in Ireland, including Westmeath 
which is part of the Midlands Region, are best placed to win and sustain this type of investment.

The study will be conducted in a number of stages and will be focused on evaluating all 
potentially viable land options that are compatible with the complex and ever evolving needs 
of data centre investments. 

05/07/2017WRD01600Departmental Staff

05/07/2017WRD0170077. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the role his officials have in 
relation to coordinating the bid to attract EU agencies to locate here. [25628/17]

05/07/2017WRD01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Arising from the decision of the United 
Kingdom to leave the European Union, the Department of Finance has been working on pro-
moting Ireland as the new location for the European Banking Authority (EBA). 

The objective of promoting Ireland as a location for the EBA is outlined in the current IFS 
2020 strategy.  Since the Government’s public declaration of interest in hosting the EBA, the 
Minister of State in my Department along with my officials have been actively promoting Ire-
land as a location of choice for the European Banking Authority. 

My officials have engaged with relevant stakeholders, including meetings with the EBA 
and the European Commission, to highlight the benefits of relocating the Authority to Ireland.  
The meetings with the EBA last year and early this year were to determine the needs of the Au-
thority and its staff when they are moved from London.  Former Minister of State Murphy and 
Department officials also met with Vice President Dombrovskis where the benefits of Dublin as 
a location for the EBA were outlined.
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The Department of Finance has also produced a brochure that promotes Dublin as a location 
for the EBA, with input from other relevant State agencies and Departments.  The document is 
based on the criteria put forward by the President of the European Commission and President of 
the European Council to aid the process for decision on the new location of the EBA and EMA.  
This brochure was approved for publication by Government on 13 June and has been circulated 
to our Missions across the Union and is also being sent to other key stakeholders. 

My officials are also collaborating with their colleagues in the Department of Health in co-
ordinating Ireland’s offers to host the EBA and the European Medicines Agency.

The next stage of the process is to submit a formal bid for the EBA prior to the deadline of 
31 July.  My officials are preparing that bid document and it will be submitted to Government 
for approval in due course.  

The final decision on the location of both the EBA and EMA is expected to be made by 
vote in November at the EU General Affairs Council (art. 50).

05/07/2017WRD01900Capital Expenditure Programme

05/07/2017WRD0200078. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he or his officials have dis-
cussed the possibility of requesting flexibility on the way in which the EU fiscal treaty rules are 
applied to capital infrastructure projects; and if he has discussed or contemplated requesting 
the EU for flexibility to the fiscal rules to allow the State to prepare for Brexit, in particular. 
[27833/17]

05/07/2017WRD02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The fiscal rules to which Ireland is 
subject to have direct application through a number of EU regulations.  Changes to these regula-
tions would have to follow the normal EU approach starting with a proposal from the Commis-
sion before consideration by Member States and the European Parliament. 

The issue of facilitating greater flexibility in the application of the fiscal rules has received 
significant focus at European level and framed discussions on the establishment of the struc-
tural and investment clauses, which were codified by the Commission in November 2015.  Spe-
cifically these provisions allow for temporary deviations from the required structural budgetary 
adjustment, subject to strict conditions.   

The harmonised methodology for calculating the economic cycle used in the implementa-
tion of the SGP remains an area with limitations within the fiscal rules.  My Department has 
secured useful changes to this methodology over the years by consistently raising concerns and 
objections at European level.  These changes have partially compensated for the reality that the 
harmonised methodology is not suitable for small open economies.  My Department continues 
to advocate for improvements in the harmonised methodology and will continue to engage con-
structively on this and other relevant technical issues.

The Government has repeatedly acknowledged the need for increased public investment.  
The current Capital Plan sets a baseline from which this Government intends to increase in-
vestment in critical infrastructure, and in areas such as housing and health, as the Deputy has 
identified into the future.  As outlined in the 2017 Estimates, gross voted capital expenditure 
will increase to €4.5 billion in 2017.  This represents an increase of €325 million in comparison 
to the 2016 outturn.  By 2021 it is envisaged that Gross Voted Capital Expenditure will reach 
€7.29 billion, an increase of over 100 per cent in comparison to its level in 2014.  These in-
creases in investment over the coming years will be allocated to identified priorities on the basis 
of the outcome of the review of the Capital Plan currently under way.
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It should be further noted that the SGP has a feature designed to promote capital investment 
in the expenditure benchmark.  Capital formation increases are smoothed over four years with 
the result that only one quarter of the increase in public investment must be funded in the first 
year from within the fiscal space.  This provision, which means increases in capital spending 
for housing and other purposes can be front-loaded within the EU rules, has been utilised in 
Ireland’s budgetary plans.

To date, Ireland has not been eligible to apply for the use of the investment or structural re-
form clauses.  While this remains the case in relation to the investment clause, Ireland is moving 
into a position where it could apply for use of the structural reform clause.

The Deputy should also be aware that any decision to increase capital expenditure over and 
above already planned levels would need to balance the danger of potentially over-heating in 
the economy with the need to address infrastructure priorities and risks such as Brexit.  The 
rainy day fund is one measure announced by the government which would provide a prudent 
counter cyclical buffer to the economy.  This is currently under review and further information 
will be provided in the Summer Economic Statement (SES) to be published in July.

05/07/2017WRD02200Tax Reliefs Costs

05/07/2017WRD0230079. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost of section 
481 tax relief since it was introduced; if he will provide a cost benefit analysis of this tax expen-
diture in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31676/17]

05/07/2017WRD02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that prior 
to 2015, the Film Relief scheme, provided for by Section 481 Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 
1997, operated by giving relief to individuals and companies investing in the film industry. 
The information in respect of the tax cost and number of investors who claimed relief under 
section 481 for the years 2004 to 2014 is available on the Revenue Commissioners webpage 
at http://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/
costs-expenditures.aspx.   

With effect from 2015, the scheme provides direct support to film producer companies in the 
form of a tax credit. However, where an application was received up to and including 14 De-
cember 2014, it was processed under the previous scheme. Investors availing of the old scheme 
can choose the year in which to claim their relief.  The provisional number of claimants of the 
tax credit in 2015 is 1,102 with a cost to the Exchequer of €69.7 million. Data for 2016 are not 
presently available.

As a requirement under the Department of Finance tax expenditure guidelines (http://bud-
get.gov.ie/Budgets/2015/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Oct14.pdf) reliefs such as section 481 
are required to be reviewed periodically.  A full analysis and review of the relief will be under-
taken in line with the tax expenditure guidelines.

05/07/2017WRD02500National Debt Servicing

05/07/2017WRD0260080. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if the €3 billion received 
from the sale of shares in a bank (details supplied) has been used to pay down a portion of the 
national debt; the mechanism by which this was achieved; when he expects to receive an ad-
ditional €400 million; the updated size of the national debt following these allocations; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [31677/17]
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05/07/2017WRD02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The State last week sold 25% of AIB’s 
ordinary share capital at a price of €4.40 per share for consideration of almost €3 billion.  The 
State also granted an additional over-allotment option over a further 3.75% of AIB’s ordinary 
share capital as part of this transaction.  Hence, unless some of these shares are bought back in 
the market by our stabilisation agent in the period post floatation, the State will recoup around 
€3.4 billion from the Initial Public Offering (IPO).  This additional €400 million will be re-
ceived by the State in the coming weeks as the stabilisation period ends.

The debt forecasts in the April 2017 Stability Programme Update (SPU) did not factor in 
any proceeds from potential banking related asset disposals. 

The €3 billion AIB proceeds reduce the amount that the National Treasury Management 
Agency (NTMA) must borrow in the market and therefore, all other things being equal, will 
reduce the overall level of debt compared to that forecast in the SPU.  The proceeds have the 
immediate impact of improving the net debt position (i.e. gross debt less cash and other certain 
assets). 

Given the current market back-drop and historically low interest rates, the NTMA plans to 
maintain its presence in the market over the coming months and to that end, has scheduled bond 
auctions for later this month and September. 

The NTMA will review its future funding plans, including for Quarter 4 2017, in the coming 
weeks or months. It will consider a range of factors in its deliberations, including these pro-
ceeds, financial market conditions generally and the Government’s fiscal projections.  

05/07/2017WRD02800Sale of State Assets

05/07/2017WRD0290081. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance when the Government 
agreed that funds realised from the sale of State assets must be used to pay down the national 
debt rather than be invested in critical infrastructure; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [31678/17]

05/07/2017WRD03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware budgetary 
policy is a matter for each Member State subject to compliance with its obligations under the 
Stability and Growth Pact. As such, there is no discussion, negotiation, or agreement required 
in relation to individual budgetary items or policy.

The proceeds from the sale of ordinary share capital held by the government in AIB does 
not result in a beneficial impact to the General Government Balance (GGB) under the European 
System of Accounts 2010 (ESA 2010) framework.  This is due to the fact that it is classified 
as a ‘financial transaction’ whereby it is essentially the exchange of one form of asset (shares, 
equities, loans) for another kind (cash).

As the sale of the shareholding in AIB does not count as general government revenue, ac-
cordingly, if the proceeds are then used for general government expenditure at any time, the 
general government balance will worsen. 

These proceeds are lodged to the Exchequer and the NTMA will take them into account in 
their funding plans and will result in a reduced Exchequer borrowing requirement reducing and, 
consequently, Ireland’s gross debt and debt to GDP ratio will be reduced also in due course.

A lower level of debt is not only beneficial in terms of the fiscal sustainability of the State 
but will also result in reduced interest payments in future years.  The strategy of reducing the 
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national debt is consistent with the Government policy of repaying the borrowing previously 
undertaken to finance the recapitalisation of the banking sector during the financial crisis.  It is 
my view, therefore, that because public indebtedness rose partly due to the recapitalisation of 
the Banks, it is appropriate to use one-off revenue from divesting the State of its banking assets 
to reduce debt.  Although on a downward trajectory Ireland’s debt level is still comparably high 
and caution must be exercised due to the potential of rollover risk.  We are a small and very 
open economy in a world that has more risks than usual and as such it is prudent to utilise these 
funds to better ensure the sustainability of public finances.

05/07/2017WRD03100State Banking Sector

05/07/2017WRD0320082. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the estimated level of 
dividends and levies from the pillar banks and other financial institutions in 2016 and 2017; the 
likely yields to the State from this source in 2018 and 2019; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [31679/17]

05/07/2017WRD03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will recall that the Finance 
Bill 2016 included provisions to extend the Bank Levy to 2021. I would therefore expect it to 
raise approximately €150 million from the sector per year over this period.

In relation to the receipt of dividends from banks in which the State is a shareholder, it is 
important to note that the payment of any dividend is exclusively a matter for the board and 
management of each institution based on the bank’s financial performance and future prospects, 
and may be subject to regulatory approval. Given that these are factors outside my control it is 
not possible to provide a formal forecast of expected income from these banking investments. 

The Deputy will be aware that AIB announced a dividend payment of €250m to ordinary 
shareholders in April of this year, as part of their annual results for 2016, 99% of which accrued 
to the State as the Bank’s majority shareholder. This payment was particularly significant given 
that it has been nine years since the bank last paid a dividend to shareholders.

While there are still challenges facing the Irish banking sector, I would consider it normal 
for a profitable bank in a stable business environment to pay a prudent, regular dividend to 
Ordinary Shareholders where there is no impediment to do so, in keeping with a commercial 
strategy and financial performance objectives espoused by the bank’s management.

05/07/2017WRD03400Budget 2018

05/07/2017WRD0350083. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his plans to prioritise in-
vestment in public services over tax cuts as requested by a group (details supplied) in budget 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31736/17]

05/07/2017WRD03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware this Govern-
ment must ensure that budgetary policy is in compliance with the fiscal rules - formally known 
as the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP) – which have direct application through a number of 
EU regulations as well as domestically via the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012.  These rules are 
designed to promote budgetary discipline and underpin sustainable economic growth.  While 
Ireland’s economy is growing and debt is on a downward trajectory, the debt level is still com-
parably high and caution must be exercised due to the potential of rollover risk should interest 
rates increase . We are a small and very open economy in a world that has more risks than usual. 
Compliance with the fiscal rules underpins the Government’s objective of maintaining sound 
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public finances.  The answer, therefore, is not simply about spending more; it is about getting 
more from each euro of taxpayers’ money that is spent. 

Having said this the Government is increasing expenditure in line with the levels permit-
ted by the fiscal rules where possible, particularly in the area of increasing public funding for 
capital investment in order to meet key infrastructural requirements in areas such as hous-
ing, transport, broadband, education, health and flood defences.  The recent European Commis-
sion 2017 Country Report for Ireland noted that the share of public investment in Government 
expenditure is expected to grow to close to 8.6% by 2021, up from 5.8% in 2015, well above 
the euro area average.

The Programme for a Partnership Government committed to additional capital investment 
over the period of the Capital Plan to 2021, to be allocated on the basis of the outcome of the 
ongoing review of the Capital Plan.  It is expected that the capital review process will be com-
pleted in Quarter 3 of 2017, to enable the Government to make final decisions in the context of 
the Budget on how the additional capital funding should be allocated.

I would also note also that in the run-up to the Budget it is typical to receive a number of 
submissions from a wide variety of groups, representative organisations and individuals.  All 
such submissions received are recorded and distributed as appropriate, in both the Department 
of Finance and of Public Expenditure and Reform, so that their content may be considered in 
the context of Budget and Finance Bill preparation.

05/07/2017WRD03700Economic Competitiveness

05/07/2017WRD0380084. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he has satisfied himself 
that there are no inflationary tendencies which might jeopardise economic progress; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [31754/17]

05/07/2017WRD0390087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the sectors of society most 
likely to be at risk in the event of the emergence of a lack of competitiveness through inflation 
in the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31759/17]

05/07/2017WRD04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 84 
and 87 together.

Over the past few years consumer price inflation has been near zero in Ireland and in the 
euro area more generally. In 2016 annual inflation in Ireland – as measured by the Harmonised 
Index of Consumer Prices (HICP) was slightly negative at -0.2 per cent.

Despite the boost earlier in the year – when inflation was supported by temporary factors 
like higher energy prices – inflationary pressures have remained muted into 2017.  This is 
largely due to the recent fall back in oil prices and the continued impact from previous euro-
sterling exchange rate developments.  Looking forward, futures markets for oil are suggesting 
oil prices will continue to stay around their current low levels over the course of 2017.  Against 
this, the continued growth in domestic demand and the ongoing recovery in the labour market 
are expected to lead to further services price inflation.  Taking all these factors into account, 
price pressures are expected to rise only very modestly in 2017.  In the Stability Programme 
Update 2017, my Department forecast HICP annual inflation of 0.6 per cent for this year, rising 
gradually to 1.2 per cent in 2018.  These forecasts will be reviewed and updated in preparation 
for the Budget, which will be published in October this year.  

While consumer price inflation is not expected to rise dramatically over the near term, my 
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Department continues to monitor inflation developments very closely.  Any emergence of sus-
tained price inflation would put pressure on the competitiveness of those sectors that are heav-
ily dependent on exports.  This is particularly true for the indigenous manufacturing sector, the 
agrifood sector and price sensitive service sectors such as tourism.  In this regard, it is important 
that, at firm level, overall costs do not get out of line with our competitors and that pay moves 
in line with productivity developments.

This government will therefore continue to implement competitiveness oriented policies 
which is the best way domestically to counteract any inflationary tendencies and potential loss 
of competitiveness.

05/07/2017WRD04100Economic Growth

05/07/2017WRD0420085. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the eco-
nomic fundamentals remain positive in terms of the future of the economy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [31755/17]

05/07/2017WRD0430090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he ex-
pects to be in a position to utilise the principles of reform as experienced previously to remain 
of major benefit to economic prospects in the future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [31762/17]

05/07/2017WRD0440095. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which his 
Department can forecast economic prospects over the next five years in view of the variety of 
potential challenges globally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31768/17]

05/07/2017WRD04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 85, 
90 and 95 together.

My Department’s most recent economic forecasts were published in the 2017 Stability Pro-
gramme Update.  Real GDP growth of 4.3 per cent was projected for this year while growth is 
forecast to average 3 per cent over the period 2018 – 2021.  These forecasts have been endorsed 
by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council.

However, the projections are, as always, contingent forecasts; they are based upon assump-
tions for key inputs such as trading partner growth and the evolution of commodity prices.  
Assumptions on external demand are particularly uncertain at present given the shifting geo-
political landscape.  The task of forecasting in an Irish context is further complicated by the 
globalised nature of the Irish economy and our highly concentrated industrial base.  To provide 
an indication of the uncertainty surrounding my Department’s forecasts, a fan chart is produced 
in the Stability Programme Update highlighting the confidence bands for real GDP growth.

Notwithstanding the many challenges that the Irish economy faces, both externally and do-
mestically, the economic fundamentals are strong;

- Irish competitiveness has been restored.  The latest figures from the Central Bank of Ire-
land show that Ireland’s real harmonised competitiveness indicator, a widely used measure of 
competitiveness in Europe, has improved by approximately 20 per cent between its peak in 
2008 and May 2017.

- Following a number of years of rebalancing, the composition of activity is also now more 
sustainable, with all sectors positively contributing to growth. 
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- Employment has increased significantly with over 200,000 jobs created since 2012, and 
total employment is now above 2 million.  Unemployment has fallen by some 8 ¾ percentage 
points from its peak in 2012 and at end May stood at 6.4 per cent.

- The public finances have been put on a sustainable path. We remain on course to meet our 
medium-term budgetary objective of a balanced budget in structural terms in 2018 i.e. a struc-
tural budget balance of -0.5 per cent of GDP.

The reform efforts of the past few years have been an integral part of the Irish economic 
recovery.  However, there is no room for complacency given the considerable economic chal-
lenges we face, notably Brexit, the change in policy direction by the new US administration 
and high levels of uncertainty in the global economy.  In light of these circumstances, the focus 
must be on ensuring that the economy is best placed to weather economic shocks to the greatest 
extent possible. 

The best way to do this is through continued implementation of competitiveness oriented 
policies - including those that address emerging bottlenecks - along with prudent management 
of the public finances.  That is what this Government will continue to do.

05/07/2017WRD04600Economic Growth Rate

05/07/2017WRD0470086. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
economy in terms of economic performance rates alongside other EU and non-EU states, in-
cluding eurozone members; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31757/17]

05/07/2017WRD04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland was the fastest growing econ-
omy in the EU in 2016.  Real GDP growth in Ireland was 5.2 per cent in 2016 compared with 
real GDP growth in the EU economy and euro area economy of 1.9 per cent and 1.8 per cent, 
respectively.  In 2016 Ireland was the second fastest growing economy among the OECD mem-
ber countries, which includes both EU and non EU countries.  Total economic growth in the 
OECD countries was 1.8 per cent in 2016.  

In Ireland, domestic demand is driving growth once again with strong contributions from 
both consumption and investment spending, while underlying exports continue to perform well.  
Service exports in particular remain strong with double-digit growth recorded in the second half 
of 2016 year on year.

According to the European Commission, Ireland is also expected to be among the fastest 
growing economies in Europe this year.  The European Commission expects Ireland’s economy 
to grow by 4.0 per cent in 2017 compared with growth of 1.9 per cent for the EU and 1.7 per 
cent for the euro area.  Similarly, the OECD is forecasting Ireland’s economy to grow by 3.7 per 
cent in 2017 compared with 2.1 per cent growth for the OECD as whole.

The Government’s priority is to ensure continued, sustainable economic growth in order to 
further increase living standards and reduce unemployment. 

Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 84.

05/07/2017WRD05000Brexit Issues

05/07/2017WRD0510088. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he can 
make provision for issues arising from Brexit in such a way as to maximise opportunities for 
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the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31760/17]

05/07/2017WRD05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance has been 
assessing and preparing for the impact of a UK exit from the European Union since well before 
the referendum on 23 June 2016.  Work was carried out in the Department to assess the potential 
economic and financial sector implications arising, including through the ESRI-Department of 
Finance research programme study published in November 2015 titled ‘Scoping the Possible 
Economic Implications of Brexit on Ireland’.  This work was undertaken within the whole-of-
Government framework established by the Department of the Taoiseach.

Following the result of the UK referendum and to prepare for the negotiations, work has 
intensified across the whole of Government, including in my own Department.  A Brexit Unit 
within the EU and International Division was established in July 2016 to oversee and coor-
dinate this work, and to act as a key liaison point with the Departments of the Taoiseach and 
Foreign Affairs, in particular.  In addition, the Department of Finance staff complement in the 
Irish Permanent Representation to the EU in Brussels has been strengthened.  The challenges 
which we face as a result of Brexit are mainstreamed across all divisions of my Department and 
this is reflected in business planning.

We know from our own published research that the potential impact on the Irish economy is 
significant.  It is important to recognise that the full impact of the UK’s exit is only expected to 
materialise over time.  The best and most immediate policy under the Government’s control to 
counter the likely negative economic impacts of Brexit is to continue to prudently manage the 
public finances.  As we cannot control the international environment, we will need to continue 
to improve our competitiveness, including by focussing on costs we can control, by boosting 
our productivity, and ensuring sustainable public finances.

As outlined in the Government approach paper ‘Ireland and the negotiations on the UK’s 
withdrawal from the European Union’, published on 2 May, prudent management of the public 
finances is a key aspect of the Government’s overall strategy to mitigate the economic chal-
lenges. Brexit will be embedded in the Government’s economic decision making and its pru-
dent but ambitious management of the economy.  The Government’s paper also underlines that 
it will exploit fully any opportunities that arise as a result of Brexit.  In this context, Ireland will 
continue, through the IDA, to promote the attractiveness of Ireland as a location of choice for 
companies and talented people who are looking to establish or expand operations in what will 
be the only native English-speaking country within the EU and the Eurozone. 

In the Financial Services sector, Brexit will provide opportunities for Ireland to increase 
its share of financial services based inward investment.  Minister of State at the Department of 
Finance, Michael D’Arcy T.D. has responsibility for Financial Services, including the imple-
mentation of the IFS2020 Strategy for driving growth in the financial services sector.  The 
Government has also announced its intention to make a bid for the European Banking Authority 
when it is relocated from the UK. 

05/07/2017WRD05300Brexit Negotiations

05/07/2017WRD0540089. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he ex-
pects to rely on the support of his EU colleagues in the context of the Brexit negotiations with 
particular reference to the need for the discussions to remain adequately conscious of the fact 
that Ireland remains committed to the concept of the European project with beneficial access to 
the single and customs market and that as a committed member of the European Union, Ireland 
is in no way disadvantaged throughout the course of the negotiations; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [31761/17]

05/07/2017WRD05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government’s priorities for the 
EU-UK negotiations have been clearly stated. They are minimising the impact on Ireland’s 
trade and economy, protecting the Northern Ireland Peace Process, maintaining the Common 
Travel Area, and influencing the future of the European Union. 

A critical part of the Government’s strategy and preparations for the negotiations has been to 
ensure that our priorities and unique concerns are heard and understood across Europe.  There-
fore, engagement with EU institutions and our EU partners is an important aspect of our ap-
proach.  The very strong acknowledgement of our unique circumstances within the EU guide-
lines for the negotiations is a positive outcome and shows that the Government’s extensive 
political, diplomatic and official campaign of recent months has been effective in ensuring 
understanding and recognition of our unique circumstances and specific issues. 

Since the beginning of the Brexit process, we have had over 450 engagements at political 
and official level with the remaining EU27 countries and the institutions.  Across the board, 
both in terms of other Member States and the EU institutions, there is a strong willingness to 
work closely on addressing Irish specific issues.  The Government will of course continue to 
engage politically at EU level in order to ensure that Ireland’s interest are kept to the forefront 
as much as possible during the negotiation period ahead. 

Ireland remains fully committed to our membership of the EU and the Eurozone, and we 
will be very much part of the EU team, working to ensure that the negotiations are conducted 
in a constructive and positive manner.  EU membership remains central to the success of our 
open, competitive economy and has been the foundation for much of the social progress we 
have made over the last four decades.

Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 85.

05/07/2017WRD05700Eurozone Issues

05/07/2017WRD0580091. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he unilaterally or in dis-
cussion with his EU colleagues has identified particular threats to the European economy for 
countries in the eurozone and outside; if particular action is required in this regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [31763/17]

05/07/2017WRD05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I attend the 
Economic and Financial Affairs Council of the European Union (ECOFIN) which is responsi-
ble for EU policy in areas including economic policy.  I also attend meetings of the Eurogroup, 
where the ministers of the euro area member states discuss matters concerning their shared 
responsibilities related to the euro. Its main task is to ensure close coordination of economic 
policies among the euro area member states.  At both the ECOFIN and Eurogroup meetings, 
Ministers of the member states working alongside the European Commission and the European 
Central Bank (ECB) take stock of the latest economic situation in the EU and euro area, includ-
ing on the risks to the European economy’s growth prospects. 

The European economy is performing well, despite a number of challenges, as economic 
expansion continues in 2017 following four years of steady but moderate growth.  The gradual 
recovery has been supported by a number of factors including sound macroeconomic policies, 
strong business and consumer confidence and a gradual improvement in world trade. 

As highlighted in the European Commission’s Spring Economic Forecast 2017, risks to the 
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European economy are more balanced than earlier in the year but are still tilted to the downside. 
Uncertainty related to the process of the UK leaving the EU continues to pose non-negligible 
downside risks.  Bank fragilities in the euro area remain a concern even though the banking 
sector is now in better shape than a few years ago.  In addition, policy uncertainty in the US and 
risks to the global outlook remain elevated.  

Given the modest pace of growth, still high unemployment levels across the EU and exter-
nal policy uncertainty, there are clearly no grounds for complacency.

05/07/2017WRE00200Credit Availability

05/07/2017WRE0030092. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
availability of working capital is being addressed with particular reference to the needs of 
SMEs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31764/17]

05/07/2017WRE0040093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if lending institutions are 
making adequate credit available to the farming community in view of the pivotal role of the 
agrifood sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31765/17]

05/07/2017WRE0050094. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which com-
mercial banks are meeting the credit requirements of the agricultural and business sectors; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [31766/17]

05/07/2017WRE00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 92 to 
94, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, supporting SMEs, including those in the agricultural and business 
community, in terms of access to finance has been a cornerstone policy for Government in our 
efforts to rebuild the economy and bring back jobs.  Government policy is focused on ensuring 
that all viable SMEs have access to an appropriate supply of credit from a diverse range of bank 
and non-bank sources.  In this regard the Government has developed a number of initiatives to 
ensure that the supply of credit in the market is sufficient to meet the existing and future needs 
of SMEs. 

In terms of monitoring the working capital requirements for SMEs, my Department com-
missions biannual surveys to ascertain the demand for credit by SMEs.  This survey series, most 
recently conducted by Behaviour & Attitudes on behalf of my Department, is the most com-
prehensive survey of SME credit demand in Ireland, covering 1,500 respondents and involving 
over 6,000 direct telephone calls to SMEs.  SMEs of all sizes trading in all sectors, excluding 
property development and speculative activities, are included.   The survey covers demand for 
credit from both bank and non-bank sources.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recently published Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey, covering the period October 2016 to March 2017, which can 
be found at www.finance.gov.ie.  The results of this survey show that, when pending applica-
tions are excluded, 88% of credit applications to banks were approved or partially approved.  
Working capital/cash flow requirements are provided as the main reason for applying for bank 
finance with 31% stating this is why they requested bank finance.  Expansion requirements 
were provided as the second highest reason for applying for bank finance with 23% of respon-
dents stating that they required finance for this purpose . When asked about sources of finance 
for working capital, internal funds/retained earnings were the main finance source of working 
capital with 78% of working capital coming from this source (up 5%).  The survey also showed 
that the number of businesses reporting a profit has increased for the fourth year in a row, and a 
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higher proportion of SMEs than ever are pursuing a growth strategy.  

The SME State Bodies Group, chaired by my Department, provides a forum for the de-
velopment and implementation of policy measures to enhance SMEs’ access to a stable and 
appropriate supply of finance.  As the Deputy will be aware, the Action Plan for Jobs over the 
past number of years has set out a range of commitments to ensure viable SMEs can access ap-
propriate finance at a reasonable cost from both bank and non-bank sources.

A key objective of the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) is to ensure that 
SMEs can access low cost flexible loans from a variety of sources.  The SBCI channels its funds 
through lending partners known as on-lenders.  The SBCI currently has three bank on-lending 
partners and five non-bank on-lending partners.  The SBCI has a current funding capacity of 
€1.05 billion which it makes available to its on-lending partners as demand from SMEs arises.  
To the end of 2016, a total of €544 million has been lent to over 12,593 SMEs and the SBCI 
has committed a total of €906 million to its eight on-lending partners. In 2017, the SBCI will 
continue to make significant funding available to SMEs across Ireland.  

The Microenterprise Loan Fund, administered by Microfinance Ireland, is an additional 
source of credit that provides loans for up to €25,000 to start-up, newly established, or growing 
microenterprises employing less than 10 people. 

The Credit Review Office is another government initiative that helps SMEs who have had 
an application for credit of up to €3 million declined or reduced by the main banks, and who 
feel that they have a viable business proposition.  This is a strictly confidential process between 
the business, the Credit Review Office and the bank.  The Credit Review Office overturns more 
than 50% of lenders decisions in the appeals it receives.  

The Government remains committed to the SME sector and sees it as the key engine of 
ongoing economic growth.  I can assure the Deputy that my Department, working with other 
relevant Departments, Bodies and Agencies, such as the Credit Review Office, will continue to 
advance policies to ensure the availability of both bank and non-bank credit so as to ensure that 
viable Irish SMEs have sufficient access to finance.

Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 85.

05/07/2017WRE01000VAT Rate Application

05/07/2017WRE0110096. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether VAT claw-
back acts as a disincentive for owners of commercial properties to convert their properties to 
residential use; and if there are exemptions from VAT clawback conversion of existing com-
mercial premises into residential lettings. [31816/17]

05/07/2017WRE01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that VAT is governed by the EU VAT Directive (Council Directive 2006/112/EC), with 
which Irish VAT law must comply.  A basic principal of VAT is that the final consumer bears 
the cost of the VAT charge; registered traders recover VAT on their input costs and charge VAT 
on their supplies.  Where a taxable person is engaged in making taxable supplies and purchases 
a commercial property for use in the business the taxable person has an entitlement to reclaim 
the VAT on the costs incurred in purchasing that property.  The taxable person then accounts 
for VAT on their business supplies.  In this way VAT is ultimately borne by the final consumer. 

Where a person reclaims VAT on the purchase or development of commercial premises and 
subsequently changes the use of the premises to a non taxable one, that person is required to 
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make an adjustment in respect of the VAT reclaimed to reflect the non-taxable use to which the 
property is now being put.  If VAT was not clawed back in this fashion the VAT treatment of 
the transactions would be contrary to the VAT Directive and would result in the payment of a 
subsidy for users of premises where the use is changed from taxable to non-taxable.  Obviously, 
such an arrangement would be likely to result in abusive tax planning activities to benefit from 
VAT deductibility in relation to properties developed for non-taxable use. 

In relation to land or buildings, the period over which claw back of VAT incurred in acquir-
ing or developing a property can take place is twenty years from the date the property was 
purchased.  Where the property is diverted to a non-taxable use subsequent to that twenty year 
period no claw back of that VAT takes place. 

05/07/2017WRE01300Official Engagements

05/07/2017WRE0140097. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his recent 
address on the economic dialogue conference. [31386/17]

05/07/2017WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance and the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform hosted the National Economic Dialogue on 
28 and 29 June 2017 in Dublin Castle.  The Dialogue was an opportunity to consider how to 
make best use of the available resources in the interests of all citizens.  The aim was to foster 
discussion on how best to sustain and strengthen the recovery in the interests of all while taking 
account of the many competing economic and social priorities within the limited fiscal space.  
The Dialogue was not intended to produce specific budget proposals or recommendations.  The 
overarching theme of the Dialogue was “Sustainable and inclusive growth in the context of 
national and global challenges.” Representatives of community, voluntary and environmental 
groups, business, unions, research institutes, the academic community and the media were in-
vited.  All members of the Select Committee on Budgetary Oversight were also invited to attend 
and to participate. 

I delivered the closing address of the dialogue on 29 June.  I set out a number of goals to be 
achieved in the coming period, including: 

- The culmination of the spending review led by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform.

- The launch of the Ten Year Capital Plan and the National Planning and Spatial Framework. 
Both of these will be informed by the Future Ireland Plan being formulated by the Department 
of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

- The conclusion of the public pay negotiations, and the development of a framework that 
offers a clear path to affordable wage growth.  

- A multi-Departmental and whole of Government response to the National Mitigation Plan 
on Climate Change.

I believe the National Economic Dialogue is a very useful exercise. The Dialogues of previ-
ous years have had a material effect on the choices made in the final budget each year.  I intend 
to reflect on this year’s discussion when formulating Budget 2018.

05/07/2017WRE01600Mobile Telephony Services
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05/07/2017WRE0170098. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of locations at which telephone masts or other telecommunications signals are provided on 
State land with the knowledge of the Office of Public Works by county; the number of each of 
these that have current up to date planning permission; the annual income from each of these 
masts for each of the past three years; the mechanisms in place to ensure these are collected and 
that the planning is up to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31717/17]

05/07/2017WRE01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland (CPW) grant licences to Mo-
bile Network Operators (MNOs) to install telecommunications equipment on State property. 
These properties are primarily Garda telecommunication structures and rooftops of other Of-
fice of Public Works (OPW) buildings.  The Commissioners have granted approximately 470 
licences at 229 sites.  The following table details the number of sites by county:

County Number of Sites County Number of Sites
CARLOW 2 LONGFORD 1
CAVAN 7 LOUTH 6
CLARE 6 MAYO 4
CORK 21 MEATH 6
DONEGAL 7 MONAGHAN 7
DUBLIN 54 OFFALY 2
GALWAY 12 ROSCOMMON 3
KERRY 18 SLIGO 5
KILDARE 8 TIPPERARY 9
KILKENNY 6 WETERFORD 5
LAOIS 3 WESTMEATH 3
LEITRIM 3 WEXFORD 10
LIMERICK 12 WICKLOW 9

A standard licence agreement sets out the terms and conditions under which mobile phone 
operators are permitted to locate on OPW property. Under the terms of the licence, the mobile 
phone operators are solely responsible for all planning applications.  No application for plan-
ning can be made without the OPWs consent as property owners.  A third party service provider 
currently provides a managed service to the OPW in connection with the operation and manage-
ment of its sites. This service includes any matters relating to planning.

The following table details the annual gross revenue received by OPW for all masts in the 
last three years:

Year Revenue Received
2014 €4.3m
2015 €4.3m
2016 €4.3m

The licence fee is collected quarterly in advance from the MNOs and all operators are cur-
rently up to date with payments.

05/07/2017WRE01900Public Sector Pay
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05/07/2017WRE0200099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he remains satisfied regarding the ability to meet the potentially conflicting 
challenges of restoration of income through FEMPI and the need to maintain the competitive-
ness of the economy in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31756/17]

05/07/2017WRE02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty is no doubt aware, my Annual Review of the operation, effectiveness and continued neces-
sity of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest legislation was laid before the 
Oireachtas on 29 June. 

A copy of the report can be found at the following link: http://www.per.gov.ie/wp-content/
uploads/2017-Annual-Review-of-FEMPI.pdf  

In the Review I found that the immediate repeal of the FEMPI legislation is unaffordable.  
However, the proposed Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 represents a negotiated 
solution for dismantling the emergency legislation over the coming years, one that is compat-
ible with the economic conditions of the State, national competitiveness and available revenues. 

The proposed Agreement provides a series of affordable pay increases which will unwind 
FEMPI pay reductions for all public servants earning up to €70,000, which is equal to almost 
90% of public servants over the period to 2020.  As such, this provides a clear and realistic route 
out of FEMPI.  In total the benefits under the Agreement range from 6.2% to 7.4%, weighted 
in favour of those on lower pay. 

As well as being fair to public servants it is also fair to those who rely on public services 
and to the exchequer.  Under the proposed terms of the Agreement, public servants will make 
an additional contribution to their pensions, which is reasonable and reflects the higher value 
of these pension terms compared to the private sector. Crucially, this will place public service 
pensions on a more sustainable long-term footing.

05/07/2017WRE02200Capital Expenditure Programme

05/07/2017WRE02300100. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which he expects to be in a position to meet the costs associated with addressing 
infrastructural deficits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31758/17]

05/07/2017WRE02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government committed to additional capital investment over the 
period of the Capital Plan to 2021, to be allocated on the basis of the outcome of the ongoing 
mid-term review.  As part of the review, submissions were received from Departments and a 
public consultation process was also undertaken by my Department.  Analysis being carried out 
as part of the review includes an infrastructure capacity and demand analysis which will help 
inform decisions by Government in the context of Budget 2018 on the allocation of the avail-
able resources.

Even with such increases, however, the level of demand for additional capital projects is 
such that it is unlikely that it will be possible to address all of the demand that exists for addi-
tional capital investment when the decisions on the allocation of the additional capital funding 
are announced later in the year.        

To come to a firm view on the scale and composition of infrastructural needs, over the short, 
medium and long term, a number of important factors need to be considered and analysed.  It 
is also essential that the focus is not solely on the level of investment expenditure, but also that 
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the investments undertaken are efficient and generate the planned and required outputs and 
outcomes.

It is also important to note the significant increase in public capital expenditure already 
planned for the period to 2021.  In this context the Deputy may be interested to note that the 
findings of the recent European Commission 2017 Country Report for Ireland which noted that 
the share of public investment in government expenditure is expected to grow to close to 8.6 % 
by 2021, up from 5.8 % in 2015, well above the euro area average.

I am satisfied that the approach which is being taken in relation to the review of the Capital 
Plan will help ensure that our national public infrastructure is maintained and enhanced over the 
remaining period of the Capital Plan to 2021, and beyond.

05/07/2017WRE02500Office of Public Works Properties

05/07/2017WRE02600101. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform when the lease of a premises (details supplied) for use as a public office for the Depart-
ment of Social Protection will be open; if tenders have been invited to fit out the building for 
the Department of Social Protection; when departmental staff will occupy this building; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [31632/17]

05/07/2017WRE02700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The lease for the new Department of Employment and Social Protection office 
in Birr has been agreed by the Commissioners of Public Works and will be signed shortly.  The 
Commissioners will immediately proceed to procure the works required to fit the building out 
for occupation once the lease has been completed.

05/07/2017WRE02800Garda Stations

05/07/2017WRE02900102. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will consider allocating the existing Garda station on Roche’s Road, County Wexford to Wex-
ford County Council for the benefit of community groups; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [31793/17]

05/07/2017WRE03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The new 
Garda station at Mulgannon Road, Wexford Town is scheduled to be completed and ready for 
occupation in September 2017.

When An Garda Síochána vacate the existing station at Roche’s Road, Wexford, OPW Prop-
erty Management Division will examine the property to establish if there is any alternative State 
use for it.

I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that on completion of this examination 
a decision on the future use of the property will be made.

05/07/2017WRE03100Broadband Service Provision

05/07/2017WRE03200103. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the primary 
schools that his Department has upgraded to high speed broadband connections over the past 
two years; the details of the connection speed provided to each; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [31599/17]

05/07/2017WRE03300104. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
primary schools that have high speed broadband connection speeds of 100 Mbps; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31600/17]

05/07/2017WRE03400105. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the primary 
schools that have high speed broadband connection speeds of 100 Mbps; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31601/17]

05/07/2017WRE03500106. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools that have broadband connection speeds of 100 Mbps, by county; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31602/17]

05/07/2017WRE03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 103 to 106, inclusive, together.

Through the Schools Broadband Access Programme, the Department provides for the sup-
ply of internet connectivity for all recognised primary, post-primary and special schools.  The 
overall policy of my Department is to offer the best quality connectivity to all schools in line 
with technical solutions available in the market and within required financial parameters. 

The information sought by the Deputy in relation to the breakdown of schools broadband 
connection speeds by county is being compiled currently and will be issued to the Deputy as 
soon as possible. 

05/07/2017WRE04000Educational Disadvantage

05/07/2017WRE04100107. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which the areas of concentrated disadvantage in County Kildare are broken down for the assess-
ment of higher education access route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31612/17]

05/07/2017WRE04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Higher Education Ac-
cess Route (HEAR) college admissions scheme is operated and regulated by a number of higher 
education institutions and not by my Department.

The HEAR is a college and university admissions scheme which offers places on the basis 
of lower Leaving Certificate points and extra college support to school leavers from socio-
economically disadvantaged backgrounds.  The universities collaborate in operating the High-
er Education Access Route (HEAR) scheme through the CAO. 

HEAR Applicants must meet a range of financial, social and cultural indicators to be con-
sidered for a reduced points place and extra college support.

I understand that for the purposes of HEAR, the Pobal HP Deprivation Index is used in the 
assessment of applications.  Applicants are coded on the basis of Small Area and are deemed 
as meeting the HEAR Indicator if their address is in an area designated as disadvantaged, very 
disadvantaged or extremely disadvantaged.  For more information please access the following 
website: http://accesscollege.ie/hear/making-an-application/eligibility-indicators/area/  

For information on the administration and operation of this scheme, the Deputy may wish 
to contact the Irish Universities Association.
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05/07/2017WRE04300Special Educational Needs Staff

05/07/2017WRE04400108. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on corre-
spondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31617/17]

05/07/2017WRE04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 for post-primary schools were 
published on 7 March 2017.

These Circulars set out the details of the new model for allocating special education teachers 
to schools.

The revised allocation process replaces the generalised allocation process at primary and 
post primary school level for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, 
and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided 
additional resource teaching supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low 
Incidence disabilities.

The new Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for spe-
cial educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile.

Allocations based on the school profiles were issued to all schools on 7 March.  

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs.  Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

No school, including the school to which the Deputy has referred, will lose supports as a 
result of the implementation of the new model. In addition, no school will receive an allocation, 
for the support of pupils with complex needs, less than the allocation they received to support 
such pupils during the 2016/17 school year. 

An additional 900 teaching posts have been provided to support the introduction of this new 
allocation model.  The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a very significant invest-
ment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with special educational needs 
in our schools.  This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number of resource teachers al-
located to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011. 

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1200 schools who are iden-
tified as needing additional supports as a result of the new model.  Supports for children with 
special educational needs is a key priority for this Government.  The new funding will ensure 
that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special education needs resources to provide 
additional teaching support to all pupils, including pupils who have yet to enrol in their school, 
who require such support. 

In relation to the school referred to by the Deputy in his question, this school had a Gen-
eral Allocation Model allocation of 10 hours for the 2016/17 school year, which combined 
with 6.38 resource teaching hours allocated to the school by the National Council for Spe-
cial Education, gave a total allocation to the school of 16.38 additional teaching hours for the 
2016/17 school year.

The profiled allocation indicated for the school under the new allocation model, based on an 
enrolment of 24 pupils, indicated a profiled need of 12.50 hours. 
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As the profiled allocation for the school did not indicate an increased allocation requirement 
for the school for 2017/18, the school maintained its existing level of allocation.

The special education teaching allocation for this school for 2017/18 is 16.38 hours.

It  was indicated that this allocation contained a retained allocation of 3.88 hours above the 
indicated profile of 12.50.

There has therefore been no reduction to the special education teaching allocation for this 
school.

It should also not be assumed that the allocation will necessarily reduce to 12.50 hours at 
the next profiling stage. 

Circular 0013/2017 states that any future adjustments to the allocations for schools will take 
place on a graduated basis, which will take account of changes to school enrolments, and the 
pupil population, including the number of pupils in the complex needs category, since the initial 
allocations were developed.

Guidelines for schools on the organisation, deployment and use of their special education 
teachers to address the need of pupils with special educational needs have also now been pub-
lished.

The Guidelines will support schools to reflect on how they can review and manage their 
timetabling practices to ensure the timetable is sufficiently flexible to meet the needs of all pu-
pils in their school who have special needs.  The Guidelines encourage schools to ensure they 
deploy their resources appropriately to meet the needs of all of the children in their school who 
require additional teaching support. 

05/07/2017WRE04600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/07/2017WRE04700109. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
increase the number of ASD units within primary and secondary schools; the existing number 
of ASD units within primary and secondary schools, by county, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31618/17]

05/07/2017WRE04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is the policy of my De-
partment that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with Autistic Spec-
trum Disorders, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school 
settings through the primary and post primary school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

This policy has been informed by published research, including the Report of the Task Force 
on Autism (2001), the Evaluation of Educational Provision for Children with Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD) (2006) and National Council for Special Education (NCSE) policy advice on 
Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2016). 

The NCSE policy advice on Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2016) 
found that Students are generally well supported in schools with appropriate curriculum; ex-
tensive teacher and SNA supports; improving range of educational placements supported by 
improved accommodation and equipment; improved teacher knowledge and understanding and 
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a generally good standard of provision at primary and post primary levels.

The NCSE policy advice notes that International Research findings suggest that most stu-
dents with ASD should be considered for inclusion in mainstream education with their peers, 
where inclusion is well-planned and well-resourced.

It follows therefore that, where they are able, students should be given every opportunity 
to participate in mainstream settings and only be enrolled/retained in special class and/or spe-
cial school settings where their levels of need warrant this.

Almost 18,000 students in schools have been diagnosed with autism.  The Department of 
Education and Skills invests over €300m annually in providing additional resources specifically 
to support students with autism in schools enabling:

- 61% of students to attend mainstream schools

- 26% to attend special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, and

- 13% to attend special schools.

Students enrolling in ASD Special Classes must have a report from a relevant professional 
or team of professionals (for example, psychologist, speech and language therapist, psychia-
trist) stating that: 

- S/he has ASD, and that

- S/he has significant learning needs that require the support of a special class setting and 
the reasons why this is the case.

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in 
consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for the establishment of special 
classes in various geographical areas where there is an identified need.

The NCSE, in looking to open special classes, must take into account the present and future 
potential need for such classes, taking particular account of the educational needs of the chil-
dren concerned.  The NCSE will also take account of location and sustainability in looking to 
establish special classes in certain areas.  

Since 2011 the NCSE has increased the number of special classes by over 100% from 548 
in 2011 to 1,152 across the country now, of which 888 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
special classes. 

The NCSE intend to establish an additional 145 ASD Special Classes for the 2017/18 school 
year.

The NCSE has informed my Department that they are satisfied that there are sufficient ASD 
special class placements to meet existing demand in schools for the forthcoming school year 
and that they will continue to monitor demand and review the requirement for special class 
places.  

My Department will continue to support the NCSE in opening special classes in areas where 
there is an identified need.

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that there is appropriate plan-
ning in place to ensure that all children who require special class placements can access such 
placements in schools within their communities.  
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During the passage of the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill in the Select Committee 
last week I indicated that I intend, at Report Stage, to include in this Bill a provision that will 
provide, based on reports and advice from the NCSE, the Minister will have the power to re-
quire a school to open a special class or increase the number of special classes in schools iden-
tified by the NCSE.  Because this power will require a school to provide land or alter existing 
property I am of the view that the power should be with the Minister who can engage the patron 
or trustees and that there should be adequate safeguards to ensure people’s rights are protected.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs, are available 
on www.ncse.ie in county order. 

Parents/guardians of children with special needs who may need advice or are experiencing 
difficulties in locating a school placement should contact their local Special Educational Needs 
Organiser (SENO) as soon as possible for information on available places. The local SENO 
contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.

05/07/2017WRE04900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/07/2017WRE05000110. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
the July provision programme includes an arts programme to facilitate children with a severe 
or profound general learning disability and whose strengths lie in music and the arts; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [31629/17]

05/07/2017WRE05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is the policy of my De-
partment that all children with Special Educational Needs, can have access to an education 
appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the primary and post primary 
school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

The July Education Programme (or July Provision Grant Scheme) provides funding for an 
extended school year for children with a severe/profound general learning disability and/or 
children with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) enrolled in recognised schools. Under this 
scheme the school year of recognised schools is extended by four weeks for eligible pupils.  
The programme must be educational in content and similar to that delivered during the normal 
school year.

It is a matter for school authorities to decide how to deploy their resources to cater for the 
curricular needs of their students. 

Where eligible students cannot be accommodated in a school based programme, funding 
may be provided towards the provision of 40 hours home based tuition.

As home based tuition takes place outside the usual school structure it is important that the 
educational programme provided generally reflects that which would be provided in a school 
environment.

It is appropriate therefore that the qualification standard for home based tuition generally 
reflects that required in a school environment.  Accordingly, it is a condition of the scheme that 
parents/guardians must recruit a tutor who is qualified in the relevant sector, and is registered 
with the Teaching Council, similar to the requirement for teachers in schools.  
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Where all efforts have failed to secure the services of a teacher qualified to teach in the sec-
tor concerned, the Department may consider the engagement of a person who is registered with 
the Teaching Council and has a primary degree (minimum Level 7 on the National Framework 
of Qualifications) in a relevant area.

The National Council for Special Education Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016.  In developing this poli-
cy advice the NCSE reviewed the Department’s July Provision Scheme.  The NCSE consulted 
widely with parents, professionals and other stakeholders and interested parties while also con-
ducting research.  The policy advice is available on the NCSE’s website ncse.ie/policy-advice.

The policy advice recommends that relevant stakeholders should discuss the development 
of a national day activity scheme that provides a structured, safe, social environment for stu-
dents with complex special educational needs for one month of the summer holidays.

My Department officials will continue to consult with relevant stakeholders in regard to 
implementing this recommendation.

05/07/2017WRE05200Psychological Assessments

05/07/2017WRE05300111. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Tipperary will receive a NEPS educational assessment; the rea-
son for the delay in receiving an assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31645/17]

05/07/2017WRE05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
psychologist and in some cases receive assessment services through the Scheme for Commis-
sioning Psychological Assessments (SCPA).  Under this scheme schools can have a student 
assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by NEPS, 
and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
has adopted a consultative model of service.  The focus is on empowering teachers to inter-
vene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring.  
Psychologists use a problem solving and solution focused consultative approach to maximise 
positive outcomes for these pupils.  NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assess-
ment and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, 
educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behav-
ioural difficulties.  Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this 
stage in the process.  Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the 
school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an 
individual child for intensive intervention or assessment.  This system allows psychologists to 
give early attention to urgent cases and also to help many more children indirectly than could be 
seen individually.  It also ensures that children are not referred unnecessarily for psychological 
intervention. 

I have made enquiries in relation to the child alluded to in the Deputy’s question and find that 
it has been agreed that the child be assessed by the assigned NEPS psychologist.  I understand 
that the Request for Involvement form, a precursor for such engagement, and for completion by 
school and parents has issued to the school.  It is envisaged that, upon its return to NEPS, the 
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psychologist will engage with the child early in the next school term.

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/07/2017WRF00200Summer Works Scheme Applications

05/07/2017WRF00300112. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects 
a decision to be made on an appeal for a summer works application by a school (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31697/17]

05/07/2017WRF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that my Department is in receipt of an appeal from the school in question relating to its 
application under the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) (2016-2017). My Department is consider-
ing the appeal and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority as soon as this process 
has been completed.

05/07/2017WRF00500Third Level Expenditure

05/07/2017WRF00600113. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
a copy of the funding statement from University College Cork for 2015 and 2016 that is pro-
vided by the college to his #Department showing the way in which the resources provided by 
his Department to the college have been utilised; the way in which this information is examined 
by his Department prior to commencing the Estimates process for 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31713/17]

05/07/2017WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The 2014/15 consolidated 
financial statements for University College Cork were submitted to my Department last May 
and were then laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.  I have forward a copy of those accounts 
for the Deputy’s information.

The accounts for 2015/16 have not yet been signed off by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General but once finalized and received by my Department will also be laid before the Houses 
of the Oireachtas.  Draft audited accounts for 2015/16 and financial budgets for 2017 will be 
submitted to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) as part of the on-going budgetary process.

The financial positions of all of the higher education institutions is monitored on an ongoing 
basis by the HEA. 

The consolidated financial statements from higher education institutions are an important 
element in informing the annual budgetary process.  The information provided in the financial 
statements is complemented by data collated through the strategic dialogue process, the com-
mitments contained in the Action Plan for Education and the Programme for Government, and 
the overall strategic needs of the sector.

05/07/2017WRF00800Special Educational Needs Staff

05/07/2017WRF00900114. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will release 
information on the allocation of special needs assistance for the forthcoming academic year; if 
he will ensure that in future years schools and parents are informed the SNA supports that will 
be made available for the following year in good time and before schools have closed for the 
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summer to enable them to prepare properly for the year ahead; if he will address the concerns 
raised by the principal of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [31714/17]

05/07/2017WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are provided to assist recognised schools to cater for pupils with disabilities, who have 
additional and significant care needs, in an educational context and where the nature of these 
care needs have been outlined in medical and other professional reports as being so significant 
that a pupil will require additional adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to 
participate in education.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory 
agency, is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SE-
NOs) for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annu-
ally taking into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled 
in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in my 
Department’s Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.
education.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when 
it is needed.  My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing 
SNA support will receive access to such support.  

The level of SNA support allocated to schools can change from year to year, as students with 
care needs leave the school, as new students with care needs enrol, or as students develop more 
independent living skills as they get older and their care needs diminish over time.

All schools were asked to apply for SNA support for the 2017/18 school year by 6 April 
2017.  The NCSE continues to process applications for access to SNA support which are re-
ceived after the April deadline.  Such applications will be processed in the order in which 
the applications are received. Schools will be advised shortly of their SNA allocations for the 
2017/18 school year.

Where a school wishes to appeal the SNA support allocation which has been made to them, 
they may do so through the NCSE appeal process, details of which are set out at www.ncse.ie.

All schools have the contact details of their local SENO and parents may also contact their 
local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details 
available on www.ncse.ie  .

05/07/2017WRF01100Public Procurement Contracts Data

05/07/2017WRF01200115. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procurement 
framework agreements that are in place in the education sector; the organisation that operates 
each of these agreements on behalf of other institutions; the services or facilities that are cov-
ered by these agreements; the estimated expenditure covered by these agreements; the benefits 
to each of the particular participating institutions in these agreements; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31715/17]

05/07/2017WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Office of Government Procurement (OGP) and the procurement hubs in the Health, Education, 
Local Authority and Defence sectors are the main sourcing organisations given responsibility 
under the Procurement Reform Plan to establish centralised procurement framework agree-
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ments.  These framework agreements and contracts are available to all public sector bodies to 
contract goods and services. 

The centralised procurement sourcing model consists of sixteen categories of expenditure, 
under which framework agreements are established.  Of these, eight categories of common 
goods and services are procured by the OGP.  Four sectors – Health, Education, Local Govern-
ment and Defence – retain sector sourcing functions to procure the remaining categories that 
they are the main users of, on behalf of the State.  The framework agreements and contracts 
established under these categories are available to the wider public service.

The Education Procurement Service (EPS) acts as the single centralised Education Sector 
Hub, and is responsible for procurement of the following categories of goods and services; 
Agriculture and Veterinary; Laboratory Equipment; and Library materials.  It also procures ed-
ucation-specific goods and services for the education sector.  The framework agreements put in 
place for these categories may be predominately used within the education sector but are made 
available to the whole public service.  The framework agreements currently operated under the 
EPS categories are listed in the following table:

Category Framework  Agreement 
Title

Estimated Expenditure (Annual)

Laboratory Multi Supplier Framework 
Agreement for the Supply 
of Laboratory   Equipment, 
Consumables & Services

€20,000,000

Laboratory Multi Supplier Framework 
Agreement for the Supply 
of   Laboratory/Research 
Chemicals & Reagents 

€20,000,000

Library Multi Supplier Framework 
Agreement for the Supply 
of Library Goods

€2,762,000

Agriculture & Veterinary Multi Supplier Framework 
Agreement for the Supply 
of Fertilisers

€2,500,000

Library Single Supplier Framework 
Contract for the Supply of 
Library Journals   & Peri-
odicals

€500,000

 To date the EPS has estimated achieved forecast secured savings from sourcing exercises 
of: 

- €2.4m in 2014

- €2.8m in 2015

- €3.1m in 2016

In relation to framework agreements outside the categories which the EPS has responsibility 
for, it is a matter for the OGP and its sector partners to put in place framework agreements which 
the entire public sector, including education, may draw from. 

In terms of the benefits available from centralised procurement, public service bodies ben-
efit from price reduction based on aggregated demand, the professionalism of the procurement 
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process, increased certainty and compliant sourcing solutions.  In addition, procurement reform 
is a key element of the Government’s overall reform programme and is aimed at delivering 
increased value for money, more accurate and timely data and improvement in the capacity and 
capability of procurement across the public service.  

The central procurement framework agreements and contracts established by the OGP, and 
used under each of the different categories of goods and services, including those that the 
EPS is responsible for, have been designed to optimise benefits including savings to the State 
through the strategic aggregation of its buying power.  

Given the budgetary pressures facing the public service, public procurement enabled sav-
ings can support the dual objectives of meeting our fiscal targets and of maintaining/improving 
services for the public.  The strengthening of procurement professionalisation will in turn pro-
vide public bodies who use the contracts and framework agreements with increased certainty 
and reduced risk by providing them with compliant sourcing solutions.

05/07/2017WRF01400Site Acquisitions

05/07/2017WRF01500116. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the identification and acquisition of a site for the new second level school in Portlaoise; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [31722/17]

05/07/2017WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Officials from my Depart-
ment have been working closely with Laois County Council under the Memorandum of Under-
standing for the acquisition of school sites in order to identify and procure a suitable site for the 
new post-primary school to open in Portlaoise in September 2017.

A number of potential site options were identified and assessed and a shortlist of preferred 
site options is currently under further consideration.

While a site acquisition process is under way, given the commercial sensitivities associated 
with land acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

05/07/2017WRF01700Teaching Qualifications

05/07/2017WRF01800117. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
examine the case of a person (details supplied) regarding incremental credit in view of the fact 
that the person was teaching a programme that was part funded by the HSE and had an agree-
ment with his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31737/17]

05/07/2017WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria for the award 
of Incremental Credit, for qualified teaching service given in a private second level school, are 
set out in my Department’s Circular 29/2010.  These criteria were agreed under the auspices of 
the Teachers Conciliation Council. This Council is comprised of representatives of the teacher 
unions, school management bodies, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, and the 
Department of Education & Skills chaired by an official of the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion.

The application for Incremental Credit referred to by the Deputy has been re-examined by 
Officials of my Department.  The application was not approved as the service did not meet the 
requirements of the Scheme as outlined in Circular 29/2010 which states “Incremental Credit 
may be awarded in respect of teaching service given with a private post-primary school within 
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the European Union a) which is open to receive pupils for the duration of the post-primary 
school year and b) which prepares students for a recognised second-level State Examination 
and Qualification”. 

05/07/2017WRF02000Departmental Funding

05/07/2017WRF02100118. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if support 
can be provided for a service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31742/17]

05/07/2017WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware of the service 
provided by the company referred to by the Deputy.  This company operates on a commercial 
basis and consequently, it would not be appropriate to allocate public funding to this service in 
the absence of a public procurement process. 

My Department through the PDST-TIE provides support and guidance to schools on internet 
safety.  The PDST-TIE works closely with the Office of Internet Safety in that regard.  Respon-
sibility for internet usage by children outside of school hours, and access to social networks, 
resides with parents.

Webwise (a team within PDST/PDST Technology in Education) is the Irish Internet Safety 
Awareness Centre co-funded by the Department of Education and Skills and Europe (the Euro-
pean Union’s Connecting Europe Facility).

Webwise promotes the autonomous, effective, and safer use of the internet by young people 
through a sustained information and awareness strategy targeting parents, teachers, and chil-
dren themselves (through a Webwise Youth Advisory panel and collaboration with the Irish 
Second Level Students Union (ISSU)) with consistent and relevant messages.

The Webwise team develop and disseminate resources that help teachers integrate internet 
safety into teaching and learning in their schools.  The team works closely with the Health and 
Wellbeing team in PDST to ensure internet safety messages are considered in the mediation of 
strands of the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum/syllabus. Information, 
advice, and tools are also provided to parents to support their engagement in their children’s 
online lives. 

The Department of Education & Skills has published a Digital Strategy for Schools which 
links with the work of other Departments and agencies and outlines a vision for the use of tech-
nologies in teaching and learning.  There are specific actions in relation to the safe and ethical 
use of technology.  

From a Government perspective, responsibility for cyber safety rests with the Department 
of Justice & Equality.  The Departments of Communications, Climate Action and Environment 
and Children also have roles. 

05/07/2017WRF02300Schools Building Projects Data

05/07/2017WRF02400119. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the school building programme at primary and second level in County Wexford to meet 
the demand for school places in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31803/17]
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05/07/2017WRF02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pres-
sure for school places across the country will arise.  In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas.  The GIS uses data from a range of sources, including the Central Statistics Of-
fice, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and my Department’s own 
databases. 

With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises at pri-
mary and post-primary level to determine where additional school accommodation is needed.  
My Department is currently in the process of completing demographic exercises nationwide.  
This process is detailed and rigorous and will take some time to complete.  It is anticipated that 
decisions based on these exercises will be announced later in 2017. 

My Department’s 6 Year Capital Programme prioritises building projects for areas where 
significant additional school places are required.  Details of the current status of the 7 major 
school building projects in County Wexford that are included on the Capital Programme are 
outlined in the attached table for the Deputy’s information.

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed.  Details of such funding approved in all schools, including 
those in County Wexford, is available on my Department’s website www.education.ie   which 
is updated regularly. 

Capital Programme –Major Projects.

COUNTY ROLL NO SCHOOL NAME SCHOOL TYPE STATUS
Wexford 63660A Loreto Secondary 

School, Wexford
Post Primary Under Construction 

Wexford 18280I St Joseph’s Primary 
School, Gorey

Primary Under Construction

Wexford 01840C St Canice’s Con-
vent, Rosbercon, 
New Ross

Primary Department liaising 
with School.

Wexford 71610E Bridgetown College Post Primary Department liaising 
with Waterford/Wex-
ford Education Train-
ing Board

Wexford 20333P Wexford Educate 
Together N.S.

Primary Site to be acquired

Wexford 68080H Meánscoil Ghar-
man, Enniscorthy

Post Primary Site to be acquired

Wexford 71620H Vocational College, 
Bunclody

Post Primary Schedule of Accom-
modation in prepara-
tion.

05/07/2017WRF02600Residential Institutions Redress Scheme Data

05/07/2017WRF02700120. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outstanding 
moneys that is owed to the State by each religious denomination as part of the residential insti-
tutions redress scheme. [31812/17]
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05/07/2017WRF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): To date contributions 
amounting to some €220 million in cash, counselling and property transfers have been made 
by the 18 religious congregations who managed most of the residential institutions in which 
child abuse took place.  These contributions are being made under two rounds: the legally bind-
ing 2002 Indemnity Agreement and the voluntary offers made in 2009 in the aftermath of the 
publication of the report of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the “Ryan Report”). 

Some €123 million of the €128 million (or 96%) provided for under the 2002 Indemnity 
Agreement has been fully contributed including all cash and counselling commitments.  Seven 
property transfers remain to be fully completed.  Work to complete these transfers is actively 
progressing and I should point out that in most of the remaining cases the transfer process is at 
a very advanced stage.  It should be noted also that most of the properties are already in use by 
the intended recipients. 

The offers made in the aftermath of the publication of the Ryan Report, included cash and 
properties and were valued by the congregations at €352.6 million.  I should stress that these 
offers are voluntary and do not form part of any agreement. Post Ryan contributions from 
congregations and cash from property disposals amounting to some €95.9 million have been 
received.  It is expected that the outstanding congregational cash contributions will be received 
by 2018.  To date, five of the 18 properties accepted by the Government for transfer to the State 
and valued at the date of transfer at €1.38 million, have fully transferred and work is progress-
ing to complete remaining transfers.  It should be noted also that when changes in the valuation 
of properties previously offered and the value of properties offered but not being reckoned as 
a contribution are taken into account, the total value of the voluntary offers achievable will be 
lower than the amount of €352.6 million offered.

05/07/2017WRF02900School Patronage

05/07/2017WRF03000121. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pre-
vent religious organisations that owe the State moneys under the residential institutions redress 
scheme for institutional abuse from being awarded patronage of new schools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31813/17]

05/07/2017WRF03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): To date contributions 
amounting to some €220 million in cash, counselling and property transfers have been made 
by the 18 religious congregations who managed most of the residential institutions in which 
child abuse took place.  These contributions are being made under two rounds: the legally bind-
ing 2002 Indemnity Agreement and the voluntary offers made in 2009 in the aftermath of the 
publication of the report of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the “Ryan Report”). 

Some €123 million of the €128 million (or 96%) provided for under the 2002 Indemnity 
Agreement has been fully contributed including all cash and counselling commitments.  Seven 
property transfers remain to be fully completed.  Work to complete these transfers is actively 
progressing and I should point out that in most of the remaining cases the transfer process is at 
a very advanced stage . It should be noted also that most of the properties are already in use by 
the intended recipients. 

The offers made in the aftermath of the publication of the Ryan Report, included cash and 
properties.  I should stress that these offers are voluntary and do not form part of any agreement. 

It is understood that much of the education property owned by the religious congregations 
(note that not all of the 18 did own such property) has been transferred to trusts and accordingly 
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the issue of granting patronage of a school of an individual congregation is unlikely to arise.

As the Deputy may be aware, once it has been established from the demographic exercises 
that a new school, primary or post-primary, is required to meet the demographic need in a 
school planning area, a separate process is conducted to establish who will run the school. 

It is open to all patron bodies and prospective patrons to apply for patronage of a new school 
under the patronage process . Parental preferences for each patron, together with the extent of 
diversity currently available in the area, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this 
process.

05/07/2017WRF03200School Accommodation Provision

05/07/2017WRF03300122. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for additional accommodation at a school (details supplied) [31815/17]

05/07/2017WRF03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department received an application for significant capital funding from the school in 
question to provide additional school accommodation.

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department’s current priority is focused on the provision 
of essential classroom accommodation to ensure that every child will have access to a physical 
school place and where an additional teacher is being appointed.  The school in question is a 
two teacher school with a current enrolment of 42.  This enrolment level does not warrant the 
appointment of an additional teacher and consequently, my Department advised the school that 
it is not therefore in a position to provide grant aid for the additional accommodation sought. 

The school subsequently wrote to my Department advising that it expects enrolments to in-
crease in the coming years.  My Department responded to the school’s correspondence stating 
that should enrolments increase in the coming years to warrant the appointment of an additional 
teacher, that it was open to the school to submit an application for consideration at that point.

05/07/2017WRF03500Overseas Development Aid Provision

05/07/2017WRF03600123. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the way in 
which the level of overseas aid is decided each year; and the criteria which determine the eli-
gible projects. [31634/17]

05/07/2017WRF03700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s overseas aid programme, and 
to its place at the heart of our foreign policy.  In the Programme for Government we have set 
out our ambition to make progress towards the UN target of providing 0.7% of GNP to Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) as resources permit.

Over the past two years we have managed to increase funding allocations for ODA, pro-
viding an increase of €40 million in 2016 and a further €10 million for 2017.  The total 2017 
allocation for ODA is €651 million.

Annual Budget allocations for ODA, as with all public expenditure, are a matter for Govern-
ment, and are set in the context of available resources, our commitments and competing bud-
getary demands.  During the upcoming 2018 Estimates process, I and the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade will be making the strongest possible case for a continued increase in the 
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allocation to ODA.  

Our priorities for the aid Programme are very clearly laid out in the Government’s develop-
ment policy, ‘One World One Future’.  In line with our commitment to the 2030 Agenda and the 
Sustainable Development Goals, our aid programme is sharply focused on delivering our goals 
of reducing poverty and hunger, promoting inclusive and sustainable growth and building more 
equitable and better systems of governance, particularly in our key partner countries.   

Detailed financial allocations are made annually across the aid programme in response to 
existing needs, humanitarian crises and overall programme priorities.  Clear criteria are in place 
to inform the budget allocation process.  Sub-Saharan Africa remains our priority region, where 
we direct assistance to the poorest communities, particularly in our key partner countries.  Our 
aid programme focuses on delivering real and sustainable improvements to the lives of some of 
the world poorest and most vulnerable people in the areas of basic health, education, agricul-
ture, and food production.  

Grants to partners are made to support development and humanitarian programmes.  Eli-
gible partners include civil society organisations and missionary organisations, multilateral or-
ganisations and national and local governments in partner countries.  All partners are assessed 
to ensure that they have the appropriate governance systems in place, that they can ensure 
proper accountability of funds and that they have the capacity to deliver effectively.

05/07/2017WRF03800Humanitarian Aid Provision

05/07/2017WRF03900124. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the World Food Programme, WFP, has indicated more than 
500,000 children will die in the next three to four months in northeastern Nigeria, Somalia, 
South Sudan and Yemen if emergency food supplies are not urgently delivered and that funding 
shortfalls are hindering its ability to help these children and deliver the emergency food sup-
plies; and if he will respond to the WFP funding drive and assist it in tackling these humanitar-
ian crises. [31636/17]

05/07/2017WRF04000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): As Minister, I share the urgent concern internationally for the 20 million people in 
Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen, who are at high risk of famine.  These include 1.5 
million acutely malnourished children.

Ireland is responding to each of these protracted emergencies through the timely allocation 
of humanitarian assistance.  So far in 2017, we have allocated €4 million in humanitarian assis-
tance to Yemen; €9.2 million to South Sudan; €5.7 million to Somalia and almost €5.2 million 
to the Lake Chad Basin, including northeast Nigeria.  Ireland’s assistance is provided through 
NGO, UN and Red Cross partners and is focused on meeting the immediate needs of those 
affected by these crises.  This is done by providing access, for example, to food and malnutri-
tion treatment services, and building the resilience of communities through livelihood-related 
activities.

The World Food Programme is a critical actor in responding to humanitarian emergencies 
around the world.  In recognition of its key role, Ireland is providing €20 million annually to 
the WFP over a three year period (2016-2018) under a Strategic Partnership Agreement with 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  This agreement ensures that the WFP has 
access to timely and predictable funding.  Ireland is also the 8th largest contributor to the UN 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), through which the WFP is the largest recipient.  
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Officials from my Department and the Department of Agriculture engage very closely with the 
WFP, both at country level and at WFP headquarters in Rome, to advocate on particular crises 
situations.  

Together with our EU and UN partners, we will continue to monitor the situation closely 
and to work internationally for respect for international humanitarian law and the safe delivery 
of assistance to those most in need.  We will also continue to advocate at international fora for 
an end to the conflicts that are contributing significantly to these humanitarian crises. 

05/07/2017WRF04100Human Rights

05/07/2017WRF04200125. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the details of 
Ireland’s stated support of calls for an independent international investigation into alleged vio-
lations of international humanitarian law in Yemen; if Ireland has taken substantive measures, 
diplomatic or otherwise, to demonstrate concerns in this area; if Ireland has taken actions at EU 
or UN level to instigate an investigation into human rights violations in Yemen; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31651/17]

05/07/2017WRF04300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland has been 
monitoring the situation in Yemen with concern, in particular in recent months as the humani-
tarian situation has reached crisis point.

I am extremely concerned about allegations of violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law during the conflict. Ireland has been consistent in calling for an impartial, 
international investigation into these reports.  Unfortunately, consensus at an international level 
to launch such an investigation has not yet been possible.

However, Ireland will continue to call, including through the EU, on all parties to this 
conflict to cooperate with the National Commission of Inquiry, as well as with the enhanced 
OHCHR Yemen Office, and to allow investigators full access to all parts of Yemen.  

The Foreign Affairs Council in April agreed Conclusions reaffirming its serious concern 
about the situation in Yemen and urged all parties to lay down arms and negotiate a peace agree-
ment.  The EU further committed to increasing its engagement with Yemen, once a political 
solution to the conflict is agreed. In this regard, Ireland commends the efforts of UN Special 
Envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed and his team, who continue to work towards a peace agree-
ment that is acceptable to all parties to the conflict.  

My predecessor, Minister Flanagan, discussed Yemen with the UAE Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan on a number of occasions, and with the Saudi Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs, Dr Nizar bin Obaid Madani, in November of last year, when he 
raised concerns about the humanitarian impact of the conflict in Yemen. 

I will also use any appropriate opportunity to raise these concerns in the future.

Finally, Ireland will also continue to provide humanitarian assistance to Yemen.  In April of 
this year, Minister of State McHugh announced additional humanitarian funding of €4 million 
at a pledging conference in Geneva.  This brings Ireland’s contribution to the humanitarian re-
sponse in Yemen since 2015, when the conflict began, to almost €10 million.

I will continue to give a high priority to the conflict in Yemen, and in particular continue to 
call for all violations of human rights and international humanitarian law to be investigated, and 
for the perpetrators to be held accountable.
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05/07/2017WRF04400Human Rights Investigations

05/07/2017WRF04500126. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his Depart-
ment has raised issues with either the United States of America or the United Arab Emirates in 
view of the recent reports by an organisation (details supplied) into torture prison camps being 
run by the UAE with US support; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31652/17]

05/07/2017WRF04600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware of the 
report referenced by the Deputy.

My predecessor, Minister Flanagan, directly raised concerns about the conduct of the war 
in Yemen with the UAE Minister for Foreign Affairs, Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, on a 
number of occasions.  He also discussed this issue with the Saudi Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Dr Nizar bin Obaid Madani, when he visited Riyadh in November. 

I will use any appropriate opportunity to pursue these concerns in the future.

I am extremely concerned about the appalling humanitarian situation in Yemen, and I urge 
all parties to this conflict to accept UN Special Envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed’s invitation 
to return to the negotiating table for a peace settlement.

Furthermore, Ireland will continue to support calls for an independent, international investi-
gation into alleged violations of international human rights and international humanitarian law 
in Yemen and for the perpetrators to be held accountable.

05/07/2017WRF04700Ministerial Meetings

05/07/2017WRF04800127. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will re-
port on his engagements with the UUP, the SDLP and the Alliance Party since he assumed of-
fice. [31239/17]

05/07/2017WRF04900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I began my engage-
ment with all parties in Northern Ireland immediately upon being appointed to the role of Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, making contact by phone.  Since 19 June I have represented 
the Government at the talks process in Belfast to support the formation of an Executive and will 
continue to do so as necessary in the coming weeks.  I have engaged with all the political parties 
as part of this process, including the SDLP, UUP, and Alliance Party.

Significant progress has been made in the talks, although a number of key issues remain to 
be resolved.  Notwithstanding the challenge of the remaining issues to be resolved, I believe 
that an agreement can be reached – an agreement that would allow a power-sharing Executive 
to be formed on a sustainable basis.  All parties are committed to the successful operation of all 
of the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement and everyone agrees that devolution is the best 
way to deliver for all of the people of Northern Ireland.  

We will spare no effort to fulfil the Government’s duty as co-guarantor of the Good Friday 
Agreement and this includes working to ensure the effective operation of its institutions.  We 
will continue to work to this end with the British Government to support and facilitate the par-
ties in their efforts to reach agreement.

05/07/2017WRF05000Property Services Regulation
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05/07/2017WRF05100128. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the regulatory system for estate agents particularly with regard to the validity and truthfulness 
of rival house price offers that are submitted during the house bidding process; his plans to in-
troduce tighter regulation of this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31597/17]

05/07/2017WRF05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Property Services 
Regulatory Authority (PSRA) was formally established on 3 April 2012, pursuant to the Prop-
erty Services (Regulation) Act, 2011. One of the main statutory functions of the PSRA is the 
licensing of Property Service Providers, i.e. auctioneers, estate and letting agents and property 
management agents.  The Authority is independent in the performance of its functions.  Under 
Part 7 of the Act, the Authority may also investigate complaints of improper conduct made 
against licensees and, where improper conduct is found to have occurred, may impose quite 
sanctions on the licensee, subject to appeal under Part 8 and potentially, subject to High Court 
approval, up to and including loss of licence.

Section 61 of the Act requires licensees to retain a record of all offers received, including 
conditional acceptances, in respect of each property offered for  sale for a period of six years.  
Any failure to retain such records would constitute improper conduct and would render the li-
censee eligible for investigation and sanction under Part 7.  In a similar vein, during 2015, the 
PSRA commenced a programme of compliance audits using the powers granted to it under Part 
7.  It is a standard feature of these audits to check that bids on properties have been retained in 
compliance with section 61 and any failure to do so renders the licensee liable to the full range 
of sanctions contained in Part 7.  Additionally, Section 58 of the Act prevents licensees from 
accepting bids at auction from the owners of properties for sale and those connected with them 
and, again, a licensee found to be in contravention of this section is liable to be investigated and 
sanctioned under Part 7.

In terms of transparency generally in the property market, the Deputy may wish to note 
that the PSRA maintains a Residential Property Prices Register which contains prices for all 
residential properties sold in the State.  Anybody wishing to gain an insight into the market rate 
for properties in a given area may consult this register at www.psr.ie when considering and or 
making a bid.

05/07/2017WRF05300International Terrorism

05/07/2017WRF05400129. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there will be 
efforts made in his Department to lead on reaching out to the Muslim community to prevent an 
increase in radicalism in this community. [27556/17]

05/07/2017WRF05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): While the Deputy’s ques-
tion inevitably arises in the context of concern about acts of terrorist violence committed against 
innocent people, I know that he will agree with me that terrorism is not the product of any one 
faith or ideology.  The only people responsible for the appalling attacks we have witnessed 
in the Britain and elsewhere in recent times are those extremists who carry them out.  Those 
attacks can bring an unfair focus to bear on Muslim communities.  It is absolutely essential 
that entire communities should not be stigmatised because of the actions of a few.  The acts of 
violent extremists do not reflect the views of the majority of our Muslim community, which is 
a peace-loving community of citizens who enrich our national life and who are as appalled as 
anyone at the brutality of terrorism.

The Imams in all the main mosques and prayer houses in the State have spoken out publicly 
against the activities of ISIL and other similar groups and it is well known that our Muslim 
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community is not supportive of such groups and their activities.

The risk of persons within the Muslim community becoming disaffected or marginalised 
has long been recognised by An Garda Síochána.  Proactive steps were taken soon after the 
events of ‘9/11’ to seek to address this.  These early preventive measures have formed the basis 
of a strong model of community engagement with our Muslim community here which is aimed 
at supporting and protecting that community and identifying and supporting the community to 
deal with vulnerable individuals within it.

This engagement is led through the Garda Racial, Intercultural and Diversity Office (GRI-
DO), which is in contact with many of our minority communities through the Garda network 
of Ethnic Liaison Officers.  In respect of the Muslim community, there is direct and ongoing 
liaison with the main Mosques and Islamic cultural centres.  The GRIDO also feeds into the 
European Commission-sponsored Radicalisation Awareness Network.

The State’s policies concerned with resettlement, migrant integration, equality, combating 
discrimination and building relationships with minority communities play an essential role in 
respect of minority communities, including Muslim migrants, through positive integration into 
society and my Department actively leads in this regard.  A new Integration Strategy has been 
developed and was launched in February this year.  The Strategy contains 76 actions targeted at 
Government, public and private sector organisations and local communities.  We recognise that 
the local community is key to the integration process and have launched a Communities Inte-
gration Fund which will provide funding to build capacity within local communities to engage 
in integration activities.

Engagement with young people from all backgrounds is also crucial in combatting radi-
calisation and under the new Strategy, it is intended that the youth work sector will reach out 
to migrant young people, including Muslim youth, to seek to engage them in youth activities.

05/07/2017WRF05600Dissident Republican Activity

05/07/2017WRF05700130. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he and his 
officials have discussed the latest dissident activity and bomb making find in Ballybough. 
[27837/17]

05/07/2017WRF05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate the particular incident to which he refers is the subject of ongoing criminal proceedings 
and in that context it would not be appropriate to comment on it in detail.

In general terms, the House will be aware that the primary security threat faced by the State 
is that from republican paramilitary groups.  There is a real and persistent threat here and in 
Northern Ireland from these so-called ‘dissident republican’ groups whose aim is a return to 
the misery and bloodshed of past decades.  These groups have no support in the wider commu-
nity.  They are inextricably linked in their activities to organised criminal gangs.  Indeed, they 
are deeply involved in serious crime in order to fund their activities and their lifestyles.  Their 
actions are quite simply an affront to the peaceful wishes of the vast majority of law-abiding 
people on this island who abhor these groups, their violence and their criminality.

I can assure the Deputy that countering terrorism has always been a priority for the Govern-
ment and An Garda Síochána and nothing has changed in that regard.  The Garda authorities 
continue to work actively to disrupt and counter these paramilitary groups and to tackle the 
crime gangs with which they are linked.  That work will continue and be enhanced.  The Gardaí 
also co-operate very closely with their police and security counterparts in Northern Ireland in 
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bearing down on these groups.  That close, operational relationship is central to maintaining 
security on this island and the Garda and PSNI authorities deserve praise for their continued 
work to ensure the safety of all communities on this island.

I am strongly committed to ensuring that the Gardaí continue to have the resources they 
need to bear down on these groups, not just in terms of personnel and equipment, but also in 
terms of the legislative provisions available.  The House can rest assured that the Gardaí will 
take all appropriate measures, within the rule of law, to defeat these groups.

05/07/2017WRF05900EU Migration Crisis

05/07/2017WRF06000131. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the issues that 
were discussed and, in particular, the actions which were being taken to address the migration 
issue at the June 2017 EU council meeting in view of the fact that thousands of persons are 
still crossing the Mediterranean Sea; and if a new policy is being introduced at EU level or at 
government level. [29803/17]

05/07/2017WRF06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): At the European Council 
meeting on 22-23 June, the Heads of State of Government endorsed the comprehensive ap-
proach on Migration, including effective control of external borders to stem illegal flows; the 
reform of the Common European Asylum System; and the implementation of the EU-Turkey 
Statement of 18 March 2016.  This issue of Migration was also discussed at the Justice and 
Home Affairs Council meeting on 8-9 June.   

While there have been some positive developments, particularly along the Eastern Mediter-
ranean route,  the situation in terms of arrivals through the Central Mediterranean route remains 
critical.  In this regard, the European Council agreed in its Council Conclusions to step up 
coordination and delivery on all elements contained in the Malta Declaration, the Partnership 
Framework and the Joint Valletta Action Plan, to try to put an end to the tragic situation where 
there are so many people losing their lives in the Mediterranean while attempting to reach Eu-
rope.  Enhanced cooperation with countries of origin and transit will also be important.  

The migration crisis is a highly challenging issue and has been central to discussions at 
meetings of the Justice and Home Affairs Council and the European Council over the past two 
years.  I expect that it will continue to be a focus of discussion over the coming months. 

05/07/2017WRG00200Asylum Seeker Accommodation

05/07/2017WRG00300132. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is considering 
using a premises (details supplied) as accommodation for asylum seekers and refugees; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [31581/17]

05/07/2017WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Reception & Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the provision 
of accommodation and some related services to protection applicants while their applications 
are being processed.  It is not our policy to confirm or deny whether interactions have or have 
not taken place with any potential service provider. 

I can confirm that, as soon as practicable and together with the Office of Government Pro-
curement (OGP), we will be issuing a request for tender (RFT) to accommodation service pro-
viders to meet specific demands.  It is open to any service provider to respond to the invitation 
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to tender when published.

05/07/2017WRG00500Garda Strength

05/07/2017WRG00600133. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has given 
consideration to provide additional garda resources to Ballymun in view of increased anti-
social activity in the area. [31620/17]

05/07/2017WRG00700134. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí assigned to the Ballymun station in 1997, 2007 and 2017, respectively, in tabular form. 
[31621/17]

05/07/2017WRG00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 133 and 134 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the optimum use is made of these resources. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment of Garda personnel, 
a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors including population, 
crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division.  It is the responsibility 
of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/her Division.

The area referred to by the Deputy forms part of the Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) 
North Division.  I have been informed that the number of Gardaí assigned to the Division on 
the 31 May 2017, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 664 with 49 Garda 
Reserves and 40 Civilians also attached to the Division. Of the Gardai, 216 were assigned to 
Ballymun District  with 115 in Ballymun Station.  

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  This year, funding has been provided 
for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging 
reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Funding has also been provided for the recruitment 
of 300 Garda Reserves.

This plan is progressing apace. I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening of 
the Garda College in September 2014, that almost 1,000 recruits have attested as members of 
An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, 75 of whom have 
been assigned to the DMR North Division.  I am also informed that another 200 trainee Garda 
will attest this Thursday 6 July and that a further four hundred are scheduled to attest later this 
year which will see Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around 
the 13,500 mark by year end - an increase of 500 since the end of 2016. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the 
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DMR North Division in the coming years. 

An Garda Síochána is committed to tackling public disorder and anti-social behaviour by 
working with communities to reduce this type of behaviour and enhance community safety.  
The Garda approach includes a strong focus on quality of life issues and collaboration with lo-
cal authorities, businesses (in particular the night time economy) and other stakeholders to help 
address the causes of anti-social behaviour. 

The Deputy will also be aware that there is a range of strong legislative provisions available 
to An Garda Síochána to combat anti-social behaviour, including provisions under the Criminal 
Justice (Public Order) Acts, the Criminal Damage Act and the Intoxicating Liquor Acts.  The 
powers available to Gardaí support them in addressing anti-social behaviours, including the 
prevention of nuisance or annoyance to others and forestalling damage to property or a breach 
of the peace. 

For ease of reference, I have provided below the information requested in relation to the 
number Gardaí assigned to Ballymun Garda Station in each of the years 1997, 2007 and 2017, 
as supplied by the Commissioner. 

Ballymun Garda Station Strength

Station 1997 2007 2017*
Ballymun 57 75 115
*Up to 31 May 2017

05/07/2017WRG01000Garda Strength

05/07/2017WRG01100135. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
community gardaí based in each of the stations at Clontarf, Raheny, Ballymun, Santry, Howth 
and Coolock in north County Dublin in each of the years 2011 to 2016, and to date in 2017, in 
tabular form. [31622/17]

05/07/2017WRG01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review 
in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is 
made of these resources.  I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment 
of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors 
including population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. 
It is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/her Division.

The Commissioner has advised that all Gardaí, not simply designated Community Gardaí 
have a role to play in addressing community policing issues as and when the need arises and, in 
that sense, community policing involves far more than a single unit within An Garda Síochána. 

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána.  It provides a means of recognis-
ing that every community – both urban and rural – has its own concerns and expectations. In 
this regard I welcome the strong emphasis placed by the Garda Commissioner’s Modernisation 
and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 on further developing and supporting the community po-
licing ethos of the organisation so that Gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining pub-
lic confidence and trust and providing a greater sense of security.  Proposed initiatives include 
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the establishment of local Community Policing Teams (CPTs) headed by an Inspector and made 
up of Gardaí from across a range of areas to proactively work with the community to prevent 
and detect crime; and the establishment of Community Safety Fora in every District comprising 
local Gardaí, local communities and key stakeholders. 

Clontarf, Raheny, Ballymun, Santry, Howth and Coolock  Garda stations form part of the 
Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) North Division.  The strength of this Division was 664 on 
the 31 May 2017, together with 49 Garda Reserves and 40 civilians.  When appropriate, the 
work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda 
National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  This year, funding has been provided 
for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging 
reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Funding has also been provided for the recruitment 
of 300 Garda Reserves.

This plan is progressing apace. I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening of 
the Garda College in September 2014, that almost 1,000 recruits have attested as members of 
An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, 75 of whom have 
been assigned to the DMR North Division.  I am also informed that another 200 trainee Garda 
will attest this Thursday 6 July and that a further four hundred are scheduled to attest later this 
year which will see Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around 
the 13,500 mark by year end - an increase of 500 since the end of 2016. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí including Community Gardaí across every 
Garda Division in the coming years. 

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan.  This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.

For ease of reference, I have provided below  as supplied by the Commissioner, the infor-
mation requested in relation to the number Community Gardaí assigned to Clontarf, Raheny, 
Ballymun, Santry, Howth  and Coolock  Garda Stations from 2011 to 2016.  I have requested 
the information sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner  in relation to 2017 and I 
will write to the Deputy on receipt of same.

Community Garda 2011 - 2016

Station 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Ballymun 15 12 10 9 6 6
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Station 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Clontarf 7 6 4 3 5 5
Coolock 13 19 15 16 16 14
Howth 4 4 4 2 3 3
Raheny 6 6 5 5 7 5
Santry 6 11 8 6 4 3

05/07/2017WRG01300Garda Strength

05/07/2017WRG01400136. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí assigned to Santry station in each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular 
form. [31623/17]

05/07/2017WRG01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review 
in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is 
made of these resources.  I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment 
of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors 
including population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. 
It is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/her Division.

The area  referred to by the Deputy forms part of the DMR North  Division.  I have been 
informed that the number of Gardaí assigned to this Division on the 31 May 2017, the latest 
date for which figures are readily available, was 664 with 49 Garda Reserves and 40 Civilians. 
Of these, 216 members were assigned to Ballymun  District and 78 to Santry Station. When ap-
propriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the 
National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and 
the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. In 2017, funding has been provided for 
the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform 
plan in train in An Garda Síochána. Funding has also been provided for the recruitment of 300 
Garda Reserves.

This plan is progressing apace. I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening of 
the Garda College in September 2014, that almost 1,000 recruits have attested as members of 
An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, 75 of whom were 
assigned to the DMR North Division.  I am also informed that another 200 trainee Garda will 
attest this Thursday 6 July and that a further four hundred are scheduled to attest later this year 
which will see Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around the 
13,500 mark by year end - an increase of 500 since the end of 2016. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division  in the com-
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ing years. 

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan.  This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.

For the Deputy’s information, I have set out below as provided by the Commissioner, the 
number of Gardaí assigned to Santry Garda station from 2011 to 31 May 2017,  the latest date 
for which figures are currently available.

Santry Garda Station 2011 – 2017

Year Amount
2011 81
2012 102
2013 95
2014 90
2015 82
2016 81
2017* 78

05/07/2017WRG01600Refugee Resettlement Programme

05/07/2017WRG01700137. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the criteria which is 
used for selecting refugees; the way in which persons are prioritised; and when the resettlement 
programme will begin in Mullingar, County Westmeath. [31633/17]

05/07/2017WRG01800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Deputy’s attention is drawn to the responses to his Parliamentary Questions No. 142 of 
9 May last and  No. 130 of 4 April last which stated that, in respect of Ireland’s resettlement 
programme, refugees are identified and proposed to Ireland by the UNHCR.  They must meet 
the criteria set out in Article 1F of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (“the 
Geneva Convention”) and be deemed eligible for resettlement by the UNHCR.  Refugees are 
interviewed by officials of my Department to establish that Ireland can meet their particular 
needs, including medical needs.  They are also interviewed by members of An Garda Síochána 
and their fingerprints are checked against international databases for security reasons.

Resettlements in Mullingar are expected to take place during the Summer.

05/07/2017WRG01900Commencement of Legislation

05/07/2017WRG02000138. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when those parts 
of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 that provides for persons that have been 
brought into wardship to have their capacity assessed and brought under this new statutory 
framework instead will come into operation; and the reason for the delay in its commencement 
[31650/17]
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05/07/2017WRG02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-mak-
ing by adults with capacity difficulties.  The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015.  

The specific decision-making supports available under the Act to adults with capacity dif-
ficulties are decision-making assistants, co-decision-makers and decision-making representa-
tives who will be supervised by the Director of the Decision Support Service.  New administra-
tive processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Decision Support Service 
within the Mental Health Commission, must be put in place before the substantive provisions 
of the Act can be commenced.  A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from 
the Department of Justice and Equality, the Department of Health, the Mental Health Commis-
sion and the Courts Service is overseeing the establishment and commissioning of the Decision 
Support Service (DSS) and this work is ongoing.  

The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provi-
sions) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 515 of 2016), brought some provisions of Part 1 (Preliminary and 
General) and Part 9 (Director of the Decision Support Service) of the Act into operation on 17 
October 2016.  These provisions were brought into operation in order to progress the setting up 
of the Decision Support Service and to enable the process of recruitment of the Director of the 
DSS to begin.  The recruitment and appointment of the Director of the DSS, and the appoint-
ment of DSS staff, is a matter for the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department 
of Health) with the approval of the Minister for Health. 

In relation to Wards of Court, the Act provides that adults currently in wardship will tran-
sition to the new decision-making support arrangements provided for in the Act on a phased 
basis over 3 years from the commencement of Part 6 of the Act.  Once Part 6 is operational, 
each ward will be reviewed by the wardship court in accordance with the new system.  A ward 
who is found to have capacity will be discharged from wardship. A ward who continues to have 
capacity needs will be discharged from wardship and offered the decision-making support op-
tion most appropriate to his or her needs.  The new support options must be operational before 
the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871 can be repealed and the transition from wardship can 
commence.  In the interim, capacity cases will continue to be dealt with by the wardship court.

It is intended that the key preparations will be put in place during the remainder of this year 
under the oversight of the Steering Group to allow for commencement orders for the remaining 
provisions of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 to be made when the Decision 
Support Service is ready to roll out the new decision-making support options.  It is not possible 
at the moment to provide an exact time line for the finalisation of these commencement orders, 
not least because we will need to have the Director of the DSS in place to fully ascertain the 
time-line.  The post of Director was advertised by the Public Appointments Service on 7 April 
and it is expected that the Director will be in place during the summer.   

05/07/2017WRG02200Courts Service Expenditure

05/07/2017WRG02300139. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
view the transcript of the Committee of Public Accounts meeting of 29 March 2001 and address 
queries (details supplied). [31669/17]

05/07/2017WRG02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the High Court has jurisdiction in wards of court matters and management of the courts 
is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions un-
der the Courts Service Act 1998. 
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However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that in relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, the 
following is the position:

1. The Accountant of the Courts of Justice has been publishing annual financial statements 
on court funds since 2001 which have been furnished to the Minister for Justice and Equality 
and also to the Minister for Finance/Public Expenditure and Reform.  A copy is also provided 
to the Comptroller and Auditor General and published on the Courts Service website.  As the 
reporting period runs from 1 October to 30 September the following year the annual financial 
statement for 2017 will be provided in due course.

2. These accounts and financial statements have been audited by independent external audi-
tors, who are selected by competitive tender.  Currently Grant Thornton conduct this audit.  The 
legislation governing the scope of the role of the Comptroller and Auditor General precludes 
the audit of funds under the control of the courts. 

3. The position of the State in relation to compensating a beneficiary for a loss incurred is 
restricted to situations were an administrative error has resulted in a loss.  Very few such cases 
have arisen.  The only other possible situation where compensation could be considered could 
be where as a result of negligence a loss was incurred.  In this regard and, as requested by the 
Public Accounts Committee in July 2015, an independent external review of the Growth Fund, 
covering the period May 2007 to January 2009, was published in November 2016.  This report 
found that: ”The Spectrum Growth Fund performed in line with its benchmark and achieved 
better returns than that of comparable strategies and reference indices  .” 

4. The Courts Service has further informed me that they have no objection to the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General auditing court funds but note that the Comptroller and Auditor General, 
as stipulated in the Comptroller and Auditor General Act 1993, is precluded from auditing funds 
held under the control of the courts. 

- The Courts Service has further advised that all the recommendations contained in the 
National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) Report (2000) have been implemented. This 
includes: 

- Investment Committee established. This has representation from the NTMA

- External investment advisors appointed (competitive tender)

- External fund managers appointed (competitive tender)

- Computerised financial management system installed in 2003

- Tailored investment strategies in place that meet the investment needs of beneficiaries

- Independent external audit carried out annually

- Audited annual financial statements submitted to the Minister for Justice and Equality and 
the Minister for Finance

- A copy of the audited financial statements provided to the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (C&AG)

- Annual audited financial statements published on the Courts Service website.

05/07/2017WRG02500Wards of Court
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05/07/2017WRG02600140. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if wards of 
court and their representatives will be given a comprehensive report on a regular basis on the 
way their funds are managed and the balance in each account; the way the funds were spent 
and administered; the number of complaints received from the representatives of the wards of 
court in relation to operation of the current system; the number of these complaints that have 
been addressed; the reason for the delay in providing statements of accounts to those persons in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31671/17]

05/07/2017WRG02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the High Court has jurisdiction in wards of court matters and management of the courts 
is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions un-
der the Courts Service Act 1998. 

The Deputy will also be aware that when a person is taken into Wardship, the President of 
the High Court appoints a committee (usually one person, in most cases, a family member) to 
deal with the ward’s property.  In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries 
made and the Courts Service has informed me that currently individual statements in regard 
to funds held in court on behalf of wards of court are provided on request to the respective 
committees of the wards of court.  The Wards of Court office is working to enable statements 
to be provided automatically to the committees of wards of court, which it hopes to be able 
to commence during the third quarter of 2017.  These statements will be high level reports on 
the funds in court and their performance and, if more detailed reports are required, they can be 
made available on request. 

Given the nature of the systems in the Wards of Court office, involving individual paper 
files, the process of issuing individual fund statements to each of more than 2,500 cases is quite 
labour intensive.  All data must be checked to ensure it is accurate and up to date, to avoid con-
travening data protection legislation and to avoid sensitive data getting into the wrong hands. 

The Courts Service has also informed me that the Wards of Court office has received a 
small number of complaints about the inability to generate automated statements to commit-
tees.  Additionally, the office has also received representations from relatives of wards who are 
not committees of a ward seeking statements but such requests cannot be granted as this would 
be a breach of confidentiality. 

05/07/2017WRG02800Judicial Appointments

05/07/2017WRG02900141. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way 
in which two circuit court judicial appointments were made recently before vacancies had 
emerged and without recent advertisement by the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board to 
alert qualified and interested lawyers after January 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [31680/17]

05/07/2017WRG03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy may be 
aware, judicial appointments are made by the President, acting on the advice of Government, in 
accordance with articles 13.9 and 35.1 of the Constitution. 

The Judicial Appointments Advisory Board (JAAB) is an independent board which was 
established under the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995 to identify persons and inform the 
Government of the suitability of those persons for appointment to judicial office.  The JAAB 
conducts its procedures under the 1995 and 2002 Courts and Court Officers Acts and informs 
the Government of persons suitable to be appointed as a judge. 
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On 5 January 2017 the JAAB sought, by public advertisement, applications from practising 
barristers and solicitors eligible for appointment to the Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, High 
Court, Circuit Court and District Court.  The Tánaiste and then Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity wrote to the JAAB on 12 April and 9 May 2017 in connection with the filling of current and 
pending vacancies across various courts including in the Court of Appeal, High Court, Circuit 
and District Courts.  In regard to the recommendations received from JAAB in respect of the 
Circuit Court, it can be confirmed that the list provided was in respect of one current and two 
pending vacancies.  Section 20 of the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995 provides that all pro-
ceedings of JAAB and all communications to JAAB shall be confidential.

From time to time the Government makes decisions, to agree in principle, to the nomination 
of persons to fill pending vacancies to arise in the courts.  This is primarily for efficiency rea-
sons and good planning and also to ensure that court cases are dealt with in a timely manner and 
that waiting times are kept to a minimum.  On 23 May 2017 the Government agreed in principle 
to nominate Ms Martina Baxter, Barrister and Mr Eoin Garavan, Barrister to the Circuit Court 
to fill pending vacancies that will arise in August and October 2017 respectively.  Both names 
were included in the relevant list of suitable persons submitted by the JAAB to the Tánaiste and 
then Minister for Justice and Equality. 

05/07/2017WRG03100Restorative Justice

05/07/2017WRG03200142. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
restorative justice and the implementation of community courts; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [31710/17]

05/07/2017WRG03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Probation Service 
Restorative Justice Strategy, published in November 2013, entitled Repairing the Harm: A Vic-
tim Sensitive Response to Offending, provides a framework for informed, effective and inte-
grated Restorative Justice practice.  The strategy builds on the work of the Probation Service 
in this area to-date and focuses on the further development of evidence informed interventions 
which engage victims, offenders and the community in addressing the consequences of crime.  
Extending the use of restorative justice programmes is also one of the recommendations of 
Report of the Penal Policy Review Group, which was submitted to Government in November 
2014 by the then Minister for Justice and Equality and an Implementation Group is currently 
overseeing the implementation of these recommendations.

My Department led a Working Group of Justice Sector officials to consider options for mov-
ing forward on the proposal to establish a Community Court.  Building on the recommendations 
of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality, the Working Group con-
sidered proposals to enhance the approach to tackling low level offenders and effectively ad-
dressing their offending behaviour through a Community Justice Intervention type programme.  
This would be a diversion from the courts system in a way that has the potential to respond 
more effectively to one-off and repeat, low level offending with the emphasis on speedy pro-
cessing aimed at reducing the risk of re-offending and would also offer quick referral to the 
necessary services.  My Department wishes to build on this work and is considering a number 
of possibilities including the creation of a statutory conditional cautioning system which is be-
ing considered in the context of a comprehensive inter-agency examination. 

05/07/2017WRG03400Misuse of Drugs
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05/07/2017WRG03500143. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views 
on the working of the recently enacted Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Act 2016 in the central 
division of the Dublin metropolitan region. [31711/17]

05/07/2017WRG03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Misuse of Drugs 
(Amendment) Act 2016 introduces controls on a number of new psychoactive substances, cer-
tain pharmaceutical drugs and some other substances which are required to be controlled on 
foot of EC Decision 2005/387/JHA. 

It is too early to comment upon the impact and effectiveness of the Act, not only in the 
central division of the Dublin metropolitan region but in all regions nationwide, as new Regula-
tions pertaining to the Act came into force on 4 May 2017.  However, I can inform the Deputy 
that it is considered that the Act will be of great assistance to An Garda Síochána in effective 
policing and the prevention and detection of drug-related criminality in regards to new psycho-
active substances and prescription drugs.

One of the most significant effects of the new Regulations, in relation to Benzodiazepines 
such as Diazepam (Valium), Alprazolam (Xanax) etc, is that the restrictions in place regarding 
the possession of controlled drugs will now apply to these medicines.  This is also the case for 
“Z Drugs” such as Zopiclone (Zimovane), Zolpidem (Stilnoct) and Zaleplon (Sonata) meaning 
that it is now an offence “Contrary to the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977/2016” to be in possession 
of these substances, even in amounts for personal possession, without a valid prescription in 
accordance with the Act.

05/07/2017WRG03700Courts Service Administration

05/07/2017WRG03800144. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans regard-
ing a site for a new courthouse in Portlaoise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31721/17]

05/07/2017WRG03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, includ-
ing the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service 
which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made.  The Courts 
Service has been looking for a site for a new courthouse in Portlaoise for a number of years and 
has, in cooperation with Laois County Council and with the assistance of the Office of Public 
Works, examined a number of potential sites.  An architectural assessment of a site is currently 
being carried out by the Office of Public Works and the Courts Service is to consider this as-
sessment once it has been completed. 

05/07/2017WRG04000Prison Service Staff

05/07/2017WRG04100145. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of al-
lowances for prison clerical officers (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [31723/17]

05/07/2017WRG04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that rent allowance is payable to serving members of An Garda Síochána, Firefighters and 
Prison Officers.  Prison Clerical Officers are employed in line with the general Civil Service 
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Clerical Officer grade and associated terms and conditions of employment, and as such do not 
receive rent allowance.

05/07/2017WRG04300Family Law Cases

05/07/2017WRG04400146. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding fathers of children that do not receive equal recognition with mothers in child access 
cases under family law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31783/17]

05/07/2017WRG04500147. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ad-
dress potential discrimination against fathers of children in child access cases under family law; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31786/17]

05/07/2017WRG04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 146 and 147 together.

Section 11 of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964 provides that either parent of a child, 
whether or not he or she is also a guardian of the child, may apply to court for a direction regard-
ing the custody of a child or the right of access to the child.

Section 3 of the 1964 Act provides that the best interests of the child shall be the paramount 
consideration for the court in any proceedings where guardianship, custody or upbringing of, or 
access to, a child is in question.  The best interests of a child are to be determined in accordance 
with Part V of the 1964 Act, inserted by section 63 of the Children and Family Relationships 
Act 2015.  Section 31 of the 1964 Act sets out a wide range of factors that the court is required 
to take into account when determining the best interests of the child.  These factors include the 
benefit to the child of having a meaningful relationship with each of his or her parents.  

The law places an emphasis on recognising the rights of the child to the society of both his 
or her parents.  Section 11D of the 1964 Act obliges the court in proceedings under section 11 
to consider whether the child’s best interests would be served by maintaining personal relations 
and direct contact with each of his or her parents on a regular basis.

Section 25 of the 1964 Act also requires the court, as it thinks appropriate and practicable, 
to take into account the child’s wishes in custody and access matters, having regard to the age 
and understanding of the child.  

Section 12A of the 1964 Act (inserted by section 58 of the Children and Family Relation-
ships Act 2015) provides that in making any order under the Act, the court may impose such 
conditions as it considers to be necessary in the best interests of the child. 

It is a matter for the courts when making orders under the 1964 Act in relation to matters 
such as the guardianship, custody or upbringing of, or access to, a child to consider whether 
or not any conditions should be attached to such orders.  I have no role in the making of court 
orders, as this is a function of the courts, which are, subject to the Constitution and the law, 
independent in the performance of their functions.

While I have no plans at present for further amendment of the Guardianship of Infants Act 
1964, the operation of the law in this area is kept under ongoing review by my Department.   

05/07/2017WRG04800Criminal Prosecutions Data
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05/07/2017WRG04900148. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of an investi-
gation (details supplied) which resulted in a number of persons being charged with false impris-
onment and other serious offences; and the costs incurred by An Garda Síochána, the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, the Courts Service, Legal Aid payments and all other costs incurred by 
other State bodies in the investigation. [31817/17]

05/07/2017WRG05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am not in a position 
to supply the information requested by the Deputy.  In respect of costs incurred by An Garda 
Síochána, the manner in which Garda resources, including financial resources, are deployed 
during an investigation is an operational matter for the Garda Commissioner and her manage-
ment team and I have no function in this regard.  Similarly, under the provisions of the Courts 
Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which 
is independent in exercising its functions, which include the provision of information on the 
courts system.  I understand, however, that the Courts Service had no function in relation to 
the investigation into the matters referred to and has not incurred any costs in that regard.  In 
respect of legal aid, the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 provides that free legal aid may 
be granted, in certain circumstances, for the defence of persons of insufficient means in criminal 
proceedings.  However, I am advised that the manner in which payment data is recorded does 
not allow for the computation of the cost incurred in relation to the matters referred to.    

Lastly, the Deputy will appreciate that the Director of Public Prosecutions is independent in 
the performance of her functions and does not come within the remit of my Department.

05/07/2017WRG05100Film Industry

05/07/2017WRG05200149. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the invigilation of training in the film industry; the funding made avail-
able to organisations to provide training in each of the years 2013 to 2016, and to date in 2017; 
the training programmes that are accredited by the QQI; if a register of training providers and 
qualified workers exists; the number of persons availing of this training in each of the years 
2013 to 2016, and to date in 2017; if a register of trainees exists; if not, if one will be estab-
lished; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [31672/17]

05/07/2017WRG05300150. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Ru-
ral and Gaeltacht Affairs the funding provided to Screen Training Ireland in each of the years 
2005 to 2013, inclusive; the projects involved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[31674/17]

05/07/2017WRG05400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 149 and 150 together.

The Irish Film Board (IFB) is the national development agency for the Irish film, television 
and animation industry.  Screen Training Ireland is part of the Irish Film Board and provides 
a training and development resource specifically for our film and television industry.  Screen 
Training Ireland is funded from a number of sources including core funding from IFB, fee in-
come, EU and other partnership income.  Details of Exchequer funding to the IFB are outlined 
as follows:

Funding to the Irish Film Board 2013- 2017

Year Current Capital Total
2013 €2.960m €11.898m € 14.858m
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Year Current Capital Total
2014 €2.760m €11.202m € 13.962m
2015 €2.760m €11.752m € 14.512m
2016 €3.269m €12.302m € 15.571m
2017 €3.786m €12.702m €16.488m 

Further details including a breakdown of these figures are available in the IFB annual re-
ports as well as annual reviews and workplans of training at the following links 

http://www.irishfilmboard.ie/irish_film_industry/reports/?category_id=3

https://www.screentrainingireland.ie/category/reports/

The IFB is an independent agency under the aegis of my Department and neither I as Min-
ister nor my officials have any role in its funding decisions.   

Screen Training Ireland has an online registration and application process where people 
may register and receive information on courses and events at this link https://www.screentrain-
ingireland.ie/faqs/.   

Screen Training Ireland works with national and internationally recognised industry pro-
fessionals to identify, design and deliver training in Ireland.  Training programmes are offered 
to enhance expertise in Film, Television, Animation and interactive screen content. Courses 
are developed in consultation with industry professionals across all disciplines and tutors are 
industry practitioners working in the industry.  My Department is assured that Screen Training 
Ireland continually evaluates industry growth to identify future skills needs and professional 
development for a growing industry.    

Like many training providers, Screen Training Ireland partners with providers that have 
accreditation arrangements with awarding bodies recognised on the National Framework of 
Qualifications (NFQ) and the European Qualifications Framework (EQF).  For example, Screen 
Training Ireland is developing two career traineeships for the film industry in collaboration 
with SOLAS and the Education and Training Boards.  These traineeships will be certified by 
the appropriate awarding body and will offer structured work-based training to new entrants.  
Although the Irish Film Board does keep records of those attending courses, there is currently 
no published register of trainees.  

The Film Board and the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland have jointly commissioned a 
report on the skills needs of the audiovisual industry in Ireland.  This report is being finalised 
and will be published shortly.  My Department will consider recommendations contained in the 
report and working with stakeholders, will address any identified skills needs.  This will form 
part of a wider new policy initiative to support the audio visual industry in Ireland, which is 
currently being developed.

Further details of Screen Training Ireland’s range of courses as well as international train-
ing can be accessed on its website at the following link: https://www.screentrainingireland.ie/
training-courses/upcoming-courses/  

05/07/2017WRG05600Mobile Telephony Services

05/07/2017WRG05700151. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the number of locations in respect of the National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
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vice in which telephone masts or other telecommunications signals are provided on State land 
by county; the number of each of these that have up to date planning permission; the annual 
income from each of these masts for each of the past three years; the mechanisms in place to 
ensure these are collected and that the planning is up to date; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [31718/17]

05/07/2017WRG05800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my 
Department manages an extensive conservation and recreational property portfolio of some 
79,000 hectares.  Our 6 National Parks account for circa 60,000 hectares of land in Ireland. In 
addition, there are over 70 nature reserves and other heritage sites accounting for almost 20,000 
hectares of land.

The information sought is not readily available, but will be compiled and forwarded to the 
Deputy, in accordance with the timeline set out in Standing Orders. 

05/07/2017WRH00200Seirbhísí Eitilte

05/07/2017WRH00300152. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an raibh comhráite ag oifigigh óna Roinn le gairid le feidh-
meannaigh as Aer Árann maidir le seirbhísí nach bhfuil clúdaithe sa PSO; cén toradh a bhí ar 
na comhráite seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [31609/17]

05/07/2017WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Bíonn oifigigh mo Roinne i dteagmháil go rialta le feidhmeannaigh de chuid an 
chuideachta atá luaite ag an Teachta chun saincheisteanna a bhaineann leis an tseirbhís, an 
ceann atá ardaithe ag an Teachta ina measc, a phlé.  Beidh mo Roinn i dteagmháil leis an 
gcuideachta faoin ábhar seo arís gan mhoill.

05/07/2017WRH00500National Parks and Wildlife Service

05/07/2017WRH00600153. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Ru-
ral and Gaeltacht Affairs the person or body responsible for the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service; and her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding hen harrier designating lands. 
[31670/17]

05/07/2017WRH00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The National Parks and Wildlife Service is a Division of my Department.  Fol-
lowing the  designation of SPAs, an agreement (the “hen harrier protocol”) was reached be-
tween the Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the then 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DAHG), landowner representatives and forest 
industry interests.  However, the European Commission considered the Protocol to be a plan, 
and as such it could not lawfully be applied in the absence of a strategic environmental assess-
ment.  On foot of that and other concerns the protocol was suspended, and it was agreed that a 
Threat Response Plan would be prepared involving the Government Departments responsible 
for agriculture and forestry, planning, renewable energy policy, and nature conservation.  A 
consultative committee with representation of all of the main sectors (forestry, agriculture, wind 
energy, landowners and environmental interests) was convened in 2015 as part of the process 
of developing the plan. 

Officials from my Department are working with the key Departments to finalise the draft 
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Plan and it is expected to be completed shortly.  It will be shared for discussion with the Stake-
holder Consultative Committee and will then undergo a public consultation and screening for 
Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment.  

Substantial work has been, and is being, carried out by my Department, and the other stake-
holders, in setting the key issues around managing the recovery and conservation of the hen 
harrier population in Ireland, with full recognition of the concerns of landowners and the other 
key groups involved in the development of this Plan.

05/07/2017WRH00800CLÁR Programme

05/07/2017WRH00900154. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the methodology for calculating if a district electoral division is eligible for 
funding under the CLÁR programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [31789/17]

05/07/2017WRH01000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The CLÁR programme (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) was originally launched 
in October 2001 to provide for targeted investment in disadvantaged rural areas.  The National 
Institute for Spatial Analysis (NIRSA) in Maynooth University was engaged at that time to 
carry out an analysis of population census data at District Electoral Division (DED) level for 
the years 1926 and 1996.

The areas originally selected for inclusion in the CLÁR programme on the basis of this 
analysis were those which suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 to 1996 (with the 
exception of the Cooley Peninsula which was included on the basis of the serious difficulties 
caused in that area by Foot and Mouth disease).  The average population loss in the original 
CLÁR regions over the period 1926 to 1996 was 50%.

In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by NIRSA and the programme 
was extended to include areas with an average population loss of 35% per county between 1926 
and 2002.  Parts of five counties were added (Carlow, Kilkenny, Laois, Offaly, Wicklow), in-
creasing the total number of counties covered by the programme at that stage from 18 to 23.  A 
total of 1,614 DEDs are included in the CLÁR regions in those counties.   

The 2016 and 2017 CLÁR programmes were based on the same data and areas that applied 
in 2006.  It is my intention to review the CLÁR areas later this year, based on detailed 2016 
Census small area data which is expected to be available shortly.  However, the criterion of sig-
nificant rural de-population will continue to be a key factor in determining eligible CLÁR areas.

05/07/2017WRH01100CLÁR Programme

05/07/2017WRH01200155. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if an application for a grant by a group (details supplied) pursuant to the 
CLÁR programme in 2017 has been approved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[31823/17]

05/07/2017WRH01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The 2017 CLÁR programme was launched on 31 March last, with a closing date 
of 5 May.  The programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvan-
taged rural areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population.

Funding for the 2017 CLÁR programme was available this year under four separate Mea-
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sures:

Measure 1: Support for School and Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2: Play Areas 

Measure 3: Targeted Community Infrastructure

Measure 4: First Responder Supports 

In total, more than 500 applications were received across the four Measures to the value of 
€15 million.

Successful projects were announced over the last few weeks, with a total of just under €7 
million allocated to approximately 230 projects across four different thematic Measures.  I can 
confirm that the Department received an application in respect of the project referred to by the 
Deputy and that the application was successful. 

The CLÁR programme is an important part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural 
Development, and makes a huge contribution to supporting the most depopulated areas in rural 
Ireland.  Over 800 projects have now been approved for funding since the scheme was re-
launched last year.

05/07/2017WRH01400CLÁR Programme

05/07/2017WRH01500156. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the precise geographical areas in counties Longford and Westmeath that are 
designated as CLÁR areas; if she will provide maps to delineate same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [31824/17]

05/07/2017WRH01600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The CLÁR programme (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) was originally launched 
in October 2001 to provide for targeted investment in disadvantaged rural areas.  The National 
Institute for Spatial Analysis (NIRSA) in Maynooth University was engaged at that time to 
carry out an analysis of population census data at District Electoral Division (DED) level for 
the years 1926 and 1996.

The areas originally selected for inclusion in the CLÁR programme on the basis of this 
analysis were those which suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 to 1996 (with the 
exception of the Cooley Peninsula which was included on the basis of the serious difficulties 
caused in that area by Foot and Mouth disease).  The average population loss in the original 
CLÁR regions over the period 1926 to 1996 was 50%.

In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by NIRSA and the programme 
was extended to include areas with an average population loss of 35% per county between 
1926 and 2002.  Parts of five counties were added (Carlow, Kilkenny, Laois, Offaly, Wicklow), 
increasing the total number of counties covered by the programme at that stage from 18 to 23.  
The 2016 and 2017 CLÁR programmes were based on the same data and areas that applied in 
2006.  

The District Electoral Divisions (DEDs) included in the CLÁR programme in respect of 
counties Longford and Westmeath are set out in the tables.  Maps showing the areas in question 
are available at http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/app/uploads/2017/04/longford.pdf, and http://www.
ahrrga.gov.ie/app/uploads/2017/04/westmeath.pdf.
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It is my intention to review the CLÁR areas later this year, based on detailed 2016 Census 
small area data which is expected to be available shortly.  However, the criterion of significant 
rural de-population will continue to be a key factor in determining eligible CLÁR areas.

Longford CLÁR areas

DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME
9003 Agharra 9016 Bunlahy
9004 Ballymahon 9017 Columbkille
9005 Cashel East 9018 Coolamber
9006 Cashel West 9019 Creevy
9007 Doory 9020 Crosagstown
9008 Forgney 9021 Currygrane
9009 Foxhall 9022 Dalystown
9010 Kilcommock 9023 Drummeel
9011 Kilglass 9025 Gelshagh
9012 Ledwithstown 9026 Granard Rural
9013 Abbeylara 9027 Granard Urban
9014 Ballinalee 9028 Knockanbaun
9015 Ballymuigh 9029 Lislea
9030 Meathastruim 9046 Corboy
9031 Milltown 9047 Drumgort
9032 Moatfarrell 9048 Drumlish
9033 Moyne 9049 Killashee
9034 Mullanalaghta 9050 Killoe
9036 Sonnagh 9052 Mountdavis
9037 Aghaboy 9053 Moydow
9038 Ardagh East 9054 Newtownforbes
9039 Ardagh West 9055 Rathcline
9040 Ballinamuck East 9701 Firry(024) / Newgrove(035)
9041 Ballinamuck West
9042 Breanrisk
9045 Cloonee

Westmeath CLÁR areas

DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME
13010 Kilcumreragh 13026 Boherquill
13015 Muckanagh 13027 Coole
13017 Umma 13029 Finnea
13019 Ballymore 13030 Glore
13020 Doonis 13031 Knockarrow
13021 Drumraney 13032 Rathowen
13022 Noughaval 13033 Street
13023 Piercetown 13034 Ballinlough
13024 Templepatrick 13036 Ballynaskeagh
13025 Winetown 13043 Fore East
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DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME
13044 Fore West 13078 Jamestown
13045 Hilltown 13079 Kilbeggan
13046 Kilcumny 13081 Killare
13048 Killulagh 13085 Lackan
13051 Riverdale 13086 Lauree
13053 Ardnaglew 13092 Multyfarnham
13056 Ballymorin 13093 Newtown
13067 Derrymore 13097 Rahugh
13069 Emper 13100 Skeagh
13072 Glenlough 13103 Streamstown

05/07/2017WRH01700National Dementia Strategy Implementation

05/07/2017WRH01800157. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the issues 
raised in correspondence by a national organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31580/17]

05/07/2017WRH01900211. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his views on the call by an 
organisation (details supplied) for €40 million in additional funding in budget 2018 to deliver 
community supports for those with dementia to enable greater engagement in their communi-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31785/17]

05/07/2017WRH02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 157 and 211 together.

The Irish National Dementia Strategy was launched in December 2014, with the objective 
of increasing awareness, ensuring early diagnosis and intervention and developing enhanced 
community based services.  

In parallel with the Strategy the Department of Health and the HSE have agreed a joint ini-
tiative with the Atlantic Philanthropies to implement significant elements of the Strategy over 
the period 2014-2017.  This Implementation Programme represents a combined investment of 
€27.5m, with the Atlantic Philanthropies contributing €12m and the HSE €15.5m.

- Key elements of the initiative include:

- the roll-out of a programme of Intensive Home Supports and Home Care Packages for 
people with dementia valued at €22.1 million over a three year period;

- the provision of additional dementia-specific resources for GPs, to include training materi-
als and guidance on local services and contact points valued at €1.2 million;

- measures to raise public awareness, address stigma and promote the inclusion and involve-
ment in society of those with dementia valued at €2.7 million.

The roll-out of Intensive Home Care packages commenced in January 2015 and monitoring 
of the allocation and uptake of these packages to persons with dementia is ongoing.  By May 
2017, the HSE had delivered a total of 217 dementia-specific intensive homecare packages at 
an average cost of €953 per week. There are currently 122 people with dementia in receipt of 
an Intensive Home Care Package with a further 16 approved and 12 applications in progress.  
In addition to the Intensive Home Care Packages the HSE has continued to provide mainstream 
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home help and routine Home Care packages to people with dementia whose needs have been 
assessed as requiring these supports and within available resources.  Up to 500 people with de-
mentia and their families are expected to benefit from Intensive Home Care Packages over the 
lifetime of the implementation programme. 

It is Government policy that, wherever possible and appropriate, people should be cared for 
in their own homes and communities, and the National Dementia Strategy specifically restates 
this commitment to those living with dementia. 

The Department and the HSE are working on a mid-term review of the implementation of 
the National Dementia Strategy which will be published in the Autumn and will identify the 
achievements so far and set out the further work that is required to implement the Strategy over 
the next 12 months and beyond.  The resources required for the ongoing implementation of the 
Strategy can only be considered in the context of the Estimates and Budget process.  The mid-
term review will assist in identifying further actions required and will be helpful in the context 
of budgetary considerations.

05/07/2017WRH02100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/07/2017WRH02200158. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if the review process for 
the inclusion of the freestyle libre device and its related testing strips in the long-term illness 
scheme, the drug repayment scheme and for GMS reimbursement is complete; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31589/17]

05/07/2017WRH02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/07/2017WRH02400Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

05/07/2017WRH02500159. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if there is a timeframe for the 
review of the report of the Committee on the Future of Healthcare also called Sláintecare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [31590/17]

05/07/2017WRH02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have no doubt that the publication of the 
Sláintecare report will come to mark a critical milestone in the history of our health service 
and can provide us with a solid framework and guidance for health services development over 
the next decade.  We now have a cross-party report which enjoys widespread political support.  
I supported the establishment of the cross-party Committee on the Future of Healthcare and 
have consistently supported their recognition and understanding of the need to fundamentally 
re-shape our long-term vision of healthcare in Ireland.  I have also welcomed the Committee’s 
report which is the culmination of a year-long process of unprecedented cross-party collabora-
tion, dialogue and engagement.

An Taoiseach has made it clear that delivering improvements in our health service is a key 
priority for the Government.  He tasked me with preparing a detailed response to the report in-
cluding proposed measures and timelines.  I hope to bring a detailed analysis of the report and 
proposals to the Government quickly.

I firmly believe that the report will be an essential reference point for all parties and govern-
ments over the next decade as we address the fundamental reform of healthcare in Ireland.
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05/07/2017WRH02700Universal Health Insurance

05/07/2017WRH02800160. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if remarks made by the for-
mer Minister for Health in 2015 that a system of universal health insurance is still the preferred 
model to achieve universal healthcare remains Government policy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [31591/17]

05/07/2017WRH02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government’s ongoing programme of 
health reform, is intended to put in place the building blocks towards universal healthcare, 
where all people can access the health services they need, of sufficient quality to be effective, 
while ensuring that the use of these services does not expose them to financial hardship. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the costing reports detailing the estimated cost of the previ-
ously proposed UHI model were published on the 18 November 2015.  Having considered the 
findings, it was concluded that the high costs associated with the White Paper model of UHI 
were not acceptable and it was decided that further research and cost modelling in relation to 
the best means to achieve universal healthcare were needed.

When I became the Minister for Health, I also emphasised both my commitment to pro-
gressing health reform and my determination to push ahead with the key building blocks for 
improving the health services: Healthy Ireland and the public health agenda, building sufficient 
capacity to satisfy unmet demand, the expansion and development of primary and social care 
and reforming structures, ICT and financial systems with key initiatives such as the phased ex-
tension of GP care without fees, the establishment of Hospital Groups and Community Health-
care Organisations, the implementation of activity-based funding and the improved manage-
ment of chronic diseases. 

My Department is currently undertaking a national capacity review of the health sector in 
order to determine future needs of the health sector in Ireland.  This review is the result of the 
commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government.  Further to this, the Committee 
on the Future of Healthcare report, the recent publication of which I welcome, has recom-
mended a universal single-tier public health system. I  am currently developing a response to 
this report.

These are all significant milestones on the road to universal healthcare and have the poten-
tial to drive performance improvement and deliver significant benefits in terms of timely access 
to high quality care.

05/07/2017WRH03000Disabilities Assessments

05/07/2017WRH03100161. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the waiting period for chil-
dren in the Dublin area to get an assessment of needs assessment following receipt of applica-
tion for such an assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31593/17]

05/07/2017WRH03200162. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the waiting period for chil-
dren in the Dublin area to get access to an early intervention team following receipt of an as-
sessment of needs assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31594/17]

05/07/2017WRH03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 161 and 162 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
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cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/07/2017WRH03500National Children’s Hospital Status

05/07/2017WRH03600163. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the scheduled commencement 
date of the satellite wing of the national children’s hospital that is to be located in Tallaght; the 
timeframe for completion; the facilities that will be available; the timeframe for children to be 
transferred from Tallaght to the national children’s hospital at St James’s hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31603/17]

05/07/2017WRH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new children’s hospital on a campus 
shared with St James’s Hospital will provide specialist and complex care for children and young 
people from all over Ireland, and with the Paediatric OPD and Urgent Care Centres at Connolly 
and Tallaght Hospitals, will be the regional hospital for the children of the Greater Dublin area, 
as well as Wicklow, Kildare and parts of Meath.  

The Paediatric Outpatient and Urgent Care Satellite Centres at Tallaght and Connolly Hos-
pitals will improve geographic access to urgent care for children in the Greater Dublin Area.  
The two centres will support primary and community care through the provision of general 
community and paediatric clinics, including developmental paediatrics, multidisciplinary care 
for children with chronic stable conditions and other outpatient services.  The centres will help 
to reduce Emergency Department and outpatient attendance at the new children’s hospital on a 
campus shared with St James’s.  

Each Paediatric OPD and Urgent Care Centre will provide consultant-led urgent care, with 
4-6 hour observation beds, appropriate diagnostics and secondary outpatient services including 
rapid access general paediatric clinics as well as child sexual abuse unit examination, observa-
tion and therapy rooms.  Each centre is projected to deal with 25,000 urgent care and 15,000 
outpatient attendances every year. 

The centres will be open during the known busiest daytime and evening hours and closed 
during the night when departments are at their quietest. It is anticipated that the Paediatric OPD 
and Urgent Care Centres at Tallaght and Connolly will open from 08.00 to 24.00, diagnostic 
services from 08.00 to 20.00 and outpatient services from 08.00 to 18.00. 

The transition of services to the Paediatric OPD and Urgent Care Centres is expected to 
commence at end 2018 (Connolly end 2018, Tallaght Q1 2019) with transition of services to 
the new children’s hospital at St James’s to commence in Q3 2021. The programme of work of 
clinical integration, people and change management and commissioning required to achieve a 
successful transition to the new facilities is already underway. 

05/07/2017WRH03800Protection of Life During Pregnancy Reviews

05/07/2017WRH03900164. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if the report for 2016 has been 
prepared as required under section 20(4) of the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013; 
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if so, the timeframe to lay this report before the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [31604/17]

05/07/2017WRH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The third annual report on the Protection of 
Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 29 June 2017 
as required under section 20 of the Act.  The report covers the period from 1 January 2016 until 
31 December 2016.  It is available on the Department of Health website at http://health.gov.ie/
wp-content/uploads/2017/06/PLDP-Annual-Report-2016.pdf .

05/07/2017WRH04100Mental Health Services Funding

05/07/2017WRH04200165. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to provide 
adequate resources to the child and adolescent mental health services in Athenry, County Gal-
way; his plans to ensure that adequate resources are available there for children with autism; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31605/17]

05/07/2017WRH04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRH04400Mental Health Services Funding

05/07/2017WRH04500166. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide further 
funding to an organisation (details supplied) in order that it can continue to provide important 
youth counselling services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31606/17]

05/07/2017WRH04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRH04700Primary Care Centres Provision

05/07/2017WRH04800167. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a new pri-
mary care centre (details supplied) in County Galway; the progress made to date in 2017; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [31607/17]

05/07/2017WRH04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the provi-
sion, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres, I have arranged for 
the question to be referred to the Executive for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRH05000Ambulance Service Provision

05/07/2017WRH05100168. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a new am-
bulance base in County Galway (details supplied); the progress made to date in 2017 on same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31608/17]

05/07/2017WRH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

05/07/2017WRH05300Hospital Waiting Lists
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05/07/2017WRH05400169. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) has been on an urgent waiting list to see a urologist for four years; if there is a 
shortage of urologists here; and the steps that he will take to shorten the time for persons to see 
a urologist. [31613/17]

05/07/2017WRH05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to this particular issue, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

05/07/2017WRH05600Health Services Provision

05/07/2017WRH05700170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of long-term beds 
for males that have become available in a residential facility (details supplied) in County Done-
gal since 31 March and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31614/17]

05/07/2017WRH05800171. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal has not been offered a long-term bed in a residential facility; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [31615/17]

05/07/2017WRH05900172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if there is a policy in a resi-
dential facility (details supplied) in County Donegal that persons awaiting long-term beds must 
vacate the premises to avail of such placements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31616/17]

05/07/2017WRH06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 170 to 172, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

05/07/2017WRJ00300Disabilities Assessments

05/07/2017WRJ00400173. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if a place will be allocated to a 
person (details supplied) to attend an organisation in Mallow for September 2017. [31649/17]

05/07/2017WRJ00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/07/2017WRJ00600HSE Staff Remuneration

05/07/2017WRJ00700174. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the cost of hiring ten nurses at 
the average rate of nurse’s pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31654/17]

05/07/2017WRJ00800175. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the cost of hiring 100 nurses at 
the average rate of nurse’s pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31655/17]

05/07/2017WRJ00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 and 
175 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter. 

05/07/2017WRJ01100HSE Staff Remuneration

05/07/2017WRJ01200176. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the cost of hiring ten doctors 
at the average rate of doctors pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31656/17]

05/07/2017WRJ01300177. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the cost of hiring 100 doctors 
at the average rate of doctors pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31657/17]

05/07/2017WRJ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 176 and 
177 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter. 

05/07/2017WRJ01600Ambulance Service Data

05/07/2017WRJ01700178. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulances 
that are operating here; the way in which this compares to the number of ambulances that are 
required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31658/17]

05/07/2017WRJ01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

05/07/2017WRJ01900Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

05/07/2017WRJ02000179. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to the future of health 
care report (details supplied) the cost of reducing charges to zero in year three. [31659/17]

05/07/2017WRJ02100180. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to the future of health 
care report (details supplied) the cost of reducing charges to zero in one year. [31660/17]

05/07/2017WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 179 and 
180 together.

Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory 
responsibility for the administration of the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has 
been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/07/2017WRJ02400Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

05/07/2017WRJ02500181. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health further to the meeting that 
took place on 6 December 2016 with a person (details supplied), if he will contact the person 
directly and outline the steps that have been taken since the meeting took place in relation to the 
primary medical certificate assessment criteria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31663/17]

05/07/2017WRJ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Driv-
ers and Passengers with Disabilities Tax Relief Scheme, which is operated by the Revenue 
Commissioners, is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Finance.  To qualify for 
the scheme, an applicant must be permanently and severely disabled within the terms of the 
Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations Act 1994 and be in 
possession of a primary medical certificate.  The Deputy will be aware from the meeting I had 
with him on the 6 December 2016, that the medical criteria for a primary medical certificate 
are set be the Department of Finance.  While applications for primary medical certificates are 
processed through the Health Service Executive (HSE) Local Health Offices, HSE personnel 
have no role in setting or amending the criteria.

My office has been in touch with the person directly to discuss the matter.  I can assure the 
Deputy that I will continue to raise this issue with the Minister for Finance.

05/07/2017WRJ02700HSE Reports

05/07/2017WRJ02800182. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he will publish a report 
published by the HSE into the allegations that children had been damaged in the public orth-
odontic service; the cost of this report which was undertaken by persons (details supplied) ; the 
action that has been taken by his department relevant to the care of those persons affected; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [31665/17]

05/07/2017WRJ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/07/2017WRJ03000Bullying in the Workplace

05/07/2017WRJ03100183. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 526 of 23 May 2017 (details supplied), the dates to date on which the HSE or 
his Department corresponded with or met the person; the dates on which his Department or the 
HSE wrote to the legal advisor of the person; if he will request St Patrick’s Hospital, County 
Waterford to issue all the information requested under freedom of information in view of the 
fact that it is clear that the records released are incomplete; and if the report carried out by a 
person will be made available to the person and the family concerned. [31667/17]

05/07/2017WRJ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the HSE has 
responsibility for operational issues which includes the determination of the terms and condi-
tions of employment for its employees.  The Health Act 2004 (as amended) also disallows the 
Minister for Health to get involved in individual cases.  

Statutory responsibility for the Health Service Executive’s (HSE) compliance with the pro-
visions of the Freedom of Information Act 2014 rests entirely with the HSE.  Accordingly, I 
have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.
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05/07/2017WRJ03300Hospitals Data

05/07/2017WRJ03400184. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of ultra sonogra-
phers operating in maternity hospitals by community hospital organisation and by individual 
maternity hospital in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31683/17]

05/07/2017WRJ03500185. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of ultrasound ma-
chines in maternity hospitals by community health organisation and by individual maternity 
hospital in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31684/17]

05/07/2017WRJ03600186. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the age profile of every ul-
trasound machine in maternity hospitals by machine and by maternity hospital in which it is 
located in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31685/17]

05/07/2017WRJ03700188. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of ultrasound ma-
chines in maternity hospitals; the way in which this compares to the number required to meet 
the Birthrate Plus standard in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31687/17]

05/07/2017WRJ03800189. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of ultra sonogra-
phers operating in maternity hospitals; the way in which this compares to the number required 
to meet the Birthrate Plus standard in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [31688/17]

05/07/2017WRJ03900190. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of foetal medicine 
experts operating in maternity hospitals; the way in which this compares to the number required 
to meet the Birthrate Plus standard in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [31689/17]

05/07/2017WRJ04000191. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of 20-week foetal 
anomaly scans carried out in maternity hospitals in each of the years 2010 to 2016, and to date 
in 2017, by community health organisation and by individual maternity hospital in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31690/17]

05/07/2017WRJ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 184 to 186, 
inclusive, and 188 to 191, inclusive, together.

Birthrate Plus is a midwifery workforce planning tool. It is an evidence-based methodol-
ogy that takes account of a range of factors to determine the appropriate midwifery resource 
for maternity services.  As such, it does not make recommendations on ultrasound machines.  
In relation to the specific queries on staffing numbers and equipment, I have asked the HSE to 
reply to you directly.

05/07/2017WRJ04400Hospitals Data

05/07/2017WRJ04500187. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of foetal medicine 
experts operating in maternity hospitals by community health organisation and by individual 
maternity hospital, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31686/17]

05/07/2017WRJ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

Questions Nos. 188 to 191, inclusive, answered with Question No. 184.
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05/07/2017WRK00200Hospitals Funding

05/07/2017WRK00300192. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health if approval will be given for €500,000 
required to enable the cardiology department at university hospital Limerick to address the 
waiting list of approximately 40 persons awaiting keyhole valve replacement surgery; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [31691/17]

05/07/2017WRK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

05/07/2017WRK00500Hospital Appointments Status

05/07/2017WRK00600193. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appointment for 
surgery for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31692/17]

05/07/2017WRK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

05/07/2017WRK00800Mental Health Services Provision

05/07/2017WRK00900194. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans for a memory 
clinic in the western region in view of the fact that there is only one memory clinic in the west 
and north west regions in which approximately 10,000 persons are living with dementia; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [31696/17]

05/07/2017WRK01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRK01100Primary Care Centres Provision

05/07/2017WRK01200195. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the status of a project (details 
supplied); when this project will proceed to the next stage; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [31698/17]

05/07/2017WRK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive has respon-
sibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Executive for direct reply.
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05/07/2017WRK01400Primary Care Centres Provision

05/07/2017WRK01500196. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the status of a project (details 
supplied); when this project will proceed to the next stage; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [31699/17]

05/07/2017WRK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive has respon-
sibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Executive for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRK01700Home Care Packages Provision

05/07/2017WRK01800197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a homecare package can 
be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [31702/17]

05/07/2017WRK01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRK02000Public Health Policy

05/07/2017WRK02100198. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason health authorities here 
are in disagreement with their counterparts in Northern Ireland, the UK and in several other EU 
countries regarding the public health risks posed by gulls. [31703/17]

05/07/2017WRK02200199. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that health authorities here and those in Northern Ireland disagree in respect of the 
public health risks posed by gulls; the other areas of public health on which the HSE does not 
agree with its counterpart in Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31704/17]

05/07/2017WRK02300200. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that a large 
number of EU countries (details supplied) have determined that gulls pose a public health threat 
and have been acting on this threat in some cases for years now. [31705/17]

05/07/2017WRK02400201. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the conclusion of stud-
ies and publications (details supplied) that gulls can be directly associated with anti-microbial 
resistance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31706/17]

05/07/2017WRK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 198 to 201, 
inclusive, together.

The HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has previously considered the evi-
dence pertaining to gulls and potential health risks.  A number of scientific studies have looked 
at the specific issue of human disease and gulls (from the early 1980s on; the most recent in 
2005).  While there is some evidence that wild birds (including gulls) may transmit salmonella 
to animal feed and drinking water and by this mechanism potentially lead to human infection, 
the evidence for this in each instance was considered weak.  Studies that have looked at the 
likelihood of direct spread of salmonella from gulls to humans conclude that gulls as carriers 
of Salmonella constitute little health hazard to human health concluding that there is only a 
low risk of transmitting Salmonella from either gulls or feed factories they may contaminate to 
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humans or domestic animals.

The HPSC gathers information on the causes of outbreaks of infectious disease and for in-
dividual cases of infectious disease it collects information on individual risk factors (i.e. those 
factors known to contribute to disease development but not necessarily proven in the particular 
case being examined).  A look back for the last ten years by the HPSC indicates that out of 
25,000 reported cases of campylobacter and 3,500 cases of salmonella there have been three 
cases of salmonellosis that could be explained by bird contact (two of these were pet birds) and 
two cases of campylobacter, one of which mentioned proximity to gulls.  This means an asso-
ciation but does not mean that birds caused the disease.  

In recognition of the serious and increasing threat of antimicrobial resistance and the re-
quirement for a ‘whole of Government’ approach to health issues, the Department of Health’s 
Chief Medical Officer (CMO) and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s Chief 
Veterinary Officer (CVO) established a high level National Interdepartmental AMR Consulta-
tive Committee to address this issue.  The Committee meets Ireland’s requirements to have an 
Intersectoral co-ordination mechanism for addressing AMR at the European level.

As well as work on enhancing surveillance between the health and agriculture sectors, the 
Committee’s work in 2017 has overseen the development of Ireland’s first National Action Plan 
on Antimicrobial Resistance 2017-2020.  This ambitious 3-year Plan has been jointly prepared 
by the two Departments in collaboration with all relevant stakeholders and covers the use of 
antimicrobial medicines in animal health and agriculture, as well as human health.  Following 
the World Health Organisation’s Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (2015), which 
requires all countries to have a national action plan in place by mid-2017, Ireland’s draft Plan 
lists Strategic Interventions and Activities, responsible bodies and priority rankings of timelines 
for implementation. 

It is intended that a Memorandum for the Government on the National Action Plan on An-
timicrobial Resistance 2017-2020 will be submitted this week to Cabinet seeking its approval 
and publication.  Subject to approval of the National Action Plan, an implementation plan will 
be developed separately which will address means of tackling antimicrobial resistance as ap-
propriate to each sector.

It would be inappropriate for me to comment on public health risks in other EU Member 
States.

05/07/2017WRK02900Accident and Emergency Departments

05/07/2017WRK03000202. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the status of plans being consid-
ered by him regarding the accident and emergency department in the Midland Regional Hospi-
tal, Portlaoise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31719/17]

05/07/2017WRK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and the HSE are committed 
to securing and developing the role of Portlaoise Hospital within the Dublin Midlands Hospital 
Group. 

 Reports on Portlaoise Hospital in recent years point to the need for reconfiguration of some 
services to ensure that patients are treated in the most appropriate setting by specialist staff that 
can safely meet their needs.  The HSE has submitted a draft Action Plan to my Department and 
it is currently being reviewed in detail. 

The most important issue in relation to any changes at Portlaoise Hospital is that patient 
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safety and good quality outcomes must come first.  Any changes to services at Portlaoise, once 
approved, will be undertaken in a planned and orderly manner to further improve services for 
patients at the hospital and will take account of existing patient flows and demands in other 
hospitals, as well as the need to develop particular services at Portlaoise in the context of the 
overall service configuration in the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.

05/07/2017WRK03200HSE Data

05/07/2017WRK03300203. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of long-stay residents 
in Abbeyleix community hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31720/17]

05/07/2017WRK03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRK03500National Dementia Strategy Implementation

05/07/2017WRK03600204. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the community supports for 
persons with dementia here; his plans to expand the support levels for persons with dementia; 
his further plans to meet dementia advocacy groups to discuss increases in funding in the con-
text of budget 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31735/17]

05/07/2017WRK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Irish National Dementia Strategy was 
launched in December 2014, with the objective of increasing awareness, ensuring early diagno-
sis and intervention and developing enhanced community-based services.

In parallel with the Strategy, the Department of Health and the HSE have agreed a joint ini-
tiative with the Atlantic Philanthropies to implement significant elements of the Strategy over 
the period 2014-2017.  This Implementation Programme represents a combined investment of 
€27.5m, with the Atlantic Philanthropies contributing €12m and the HSE €15.5m.

Key elements of the initiative include: 

- the roll-out of a programme of Intensive Home Supports and Home Care Packages for 
people with dementia valued at €22.1 million over a three year period; 

- the provision of additional dementia-specific resources for GPs, to include training materi-
als and guidance on local services and contact points valued at €1.2 million; 

- measures to raise public awareness, address stigma and promote the inclusion and involve-
ment in society of those with dementia valued at €2.7 million.

The roll out of Intensive Home Care packages commenced in January 2015 and monitoring 
of the allocation and uptake of these packages to persons with dementia is ongoing.  By May 
2017, the HSE had delivered a total of 217 dementia-specific intensive homecare packages at 
an average cost of €953 per week. There are currently 122 people with dementia in receipt of an 
Intensive Home Care Package with a further 16 approved and 12 applications in progress.  In 
addition to the Intensive Home Care Packages, the HSE has continued to provide mainstream 
home help and routine Home Care packages to people with dementia whose needs have been 
assessed as requiring these supports and within available resources.  Up to 500 people with de-
mentia and their families are expected to benefit from Intensive Home Care Packages over the 
lifetime of the implementation programme. 
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It is Government policy that, wherever possible and appropriate, people should be cared for 
in their own homes and communities, and the National Dementia Strategy specifically restates 
this commitment to those living with dementia. 

 The Department and the HSE are working on a mid-term review of the implementation of 
the National Dementia Strategy which will be published in the Autumn and will identify the 
achievements so far and set out the further work that is required to implement the Strategy over 
the next 12 months and beyond.  The resources required for the ongoing implementation of the 
Strategy can only be considered in the context of the Estimates and Budget process.  The mid-
term review will assist in identifying further actions required and will be helpful in the context 
of budgetary considerations. 

05/07/2017WRK03800Medicinal Products

05/07/2017WRK03900205. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider pro-
posed changes to the packaging of medication by chemists for older persons (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31738/17]

05/07/2017WRK04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

05/07/2017WRK04100General Practitioner Contracts

05/07/2017WRK04200206. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if routine blood tests are covered 
under the general medical service contract. [31740/17]

05/07/2017WRK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There is no provision under the GMS GP 
contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP visit card to be charged for routine phle-
botomy services provided by their GP, or the Practice Nurse on behalf of the GP, which are 
required to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.  The HSE has 
advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or necessary treatment of a 
patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients who hold a medical 
card or GP visit card.  Notwithstanding this, I am aware that in recent times some GPs have 
begun to charge GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances. 

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position of the Government and 
the Oireachtas that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit 
card patients.  If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been 
incorrectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient may 
make a complaint to the HSE Local Health Office, who will deal with the matter in accordance 
with the HSE’s Complaints Policy.

In order to achieve clarity on this issue, I have asked that any difference of perspective in 
relation to the provision of phlebotomy services be addressed in the GP contractual review pro-
cess, which is currently under way.  I look forward to constructive and positive engagements 
with a view to achieving a satisfactory outcome.

05/07/2017WRK04400General Practitioner Contracts
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05/07/2017WRK04500207. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if screening for conditions such as 
diabetes and high cholesterol is covered under the general medical service contract. [31741/17]

05/07/2017WRK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.”  
Screening for specific illnesses or diseases is not a requirement of the contract but may be of-
fered by some GPs.

The next phase of discussions on a new GP contract is underway.  The aim is to develop a 
new modern GP contract which will facilitate the shift within the health service away from hos-
pital services towards an integrated primary care service in order to deliver better care close to 
home in communities across the country.  I want to see a new contract which has a population 
health focus, providing in particular for health promotion and disease prevention and for the 
structured ongoing care of chronic conditions.  

Officials in my Department and the HSE are in discussions with GP representatives with a 
view to drawing up a new contract.  The appropriate arrangements in relation to the screening 
and management of chronic conditions, including diabetes, will be considered as part of the  
new GMS contract.

05/07/2017WRK04700Health Services Funding

05/07/2017WRK04800208. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure an equal dis-
tribution of funding throughout a community health area (details supplied) in respect of the 
provision of health services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31743/17]

05/07/2017WRK04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRK05000Legislative Measures

05/07/2017WRK05100209. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his views on the concerns out-
lined by an organisation (details supplied) regarding the Health and Social Care Professionals 
(Amendment) Bill 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31750/17]

05/07/2017WRK05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health and Social Care Professionals 
(Amendment) Bill 2017 has been referred to committee stage in Dáil Éireann.  It is a short Bill, 
with only nine sections, and proposes amendments to the Health and Social Care Professionals 
Act 2005 in three main areas.  It will address gaps in the Act in relation to appointments to the 
State boards established under the Act; it will provide for new conditions or criteria to apply 
to applicants for registration who have not yet practised their professions; and it will introduce 
temporary provisions relating to registration in the register of physiotherapists in advance of 
regulations to protect the title of physical therapist alongside the title of physiotherapist, the 
protection of which is already provided for under the Act.

The Irish Society of Chartered Physiotherapists, the professional body for physiotherapists, 
is circulating proposed amendments to the Bill to TDs, senators and to its members.  These 
amendments are generally technical in nature and relate to the provisions in the Bill relating 
to registration in the register of physiotherapists, on a once-off basis, of qualified users of the 
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title of physical therapist.   Officials of my Department have given careful consideration to the 
amendments proposed and are continuing to engage with the professional body to clarify the 
Bill’s provisions. 

05/07/2017WRK05300National Dementia Strategy Implementation

05/07/2017WRK05400210. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the imple-
mentation of the national dementia strategy. [31784/17]

05/07/2017WRK05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The National Demen-
tia Strategy was published in December 2014.  It is estimated that there are currently 55,000 
people with dementia in Ireland today.  Furthermore, these numbers are expected to increase 
significantly in the years ahead.

The aim of the Strategy is to improve dementia care so that people with dementia can live 
well for as long as possible, can have services and supports delivered in the best way possible, 
and can ultimately die with dignity.  The Strategy emphasises that most people with dementia 
live in their own communities and can continue to live well and to participate in those commu-
nities.  The Strategy contains a set of priority actions capable of implementation within existing 
resources or by reconfiguring resources.  It also contains a number of additional actions which 
may require resources additional to what is currently available and which will be considered as 
these become available in the future. 

The Department of Health and the HSE are working on a mid-term review of the imple-
mentation of the National Dementia Strategy which will be published in the Autumn and will 
identify the achievements so far and set out the further work that is required to implement the 
Strategy over the next 12 months and beyond.  The resources required for the ongoing imple-
mentation of the Strategy can only be considered in the context of the Estimates and Budget 
process.  The mid-term review will assist in identifying further actions required and will be 
helpful in the context of budgetary considerations.

Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 157.

05/07/2017WRL00200HSE Staff Recruitment

05/07/2017WRL00300212. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when the post of child psycholo-
gist within the primary care psychology services in the Wexford Waterford LHO will be filled; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31787/17]

05/07/2017WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRL00500Home Help Service Data

05/07/2017WRL00600213. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of directly employed 
home help staff employed by the HSE in County Offaly in each year since 2010; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31791/17]

05/07/2017WRL00700214. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of directly employed 
home help staff employed by the HSE in County Laois in each year since 2010; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [31792/17]

05/07/2017WRL00800215. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding HSE home 
help staff in County Laois that obtained a holiday premium based on shift work in the past two 
years; if this premium will be backdated to an earlier date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [31805/17]

05/07/2017WRL00900216. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home help 
staff employed by the HSE in County Laois that are required to pay a pension levy but some 
of the persons on whom this levy is being deducted are not in a pension scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31807/17]

05/07/2017WRL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 213 to 216, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter. 

05/07/2017WRL01400General Practitioner Data

05/07/2017WRL01500217. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitio-
ner vacancies in each local health area in tabular form. [31808/17]

05/07/2017WRL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

05/07/2017WRL01700Health Services Provision

05/07/2017WRL01800218. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the HSE to 
reverse a decision (details supplied) which impacts breast cancer survivors by reducing the 
supports provided through post-mastectomy products; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [31809/17]

05/07/2017WRL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I became aware through media reports on 30 
June of the HSE’s intention to introduce revised arrangements for the provision of supports to 
patients who are being or have been treated for cancer and other illnesses.  I understand that the 
HSE’s objective was to develop more equitable arrangements for the provision of post-mastec-
tomy products, wigs and hairpieces and to extend these supports to a broader cohort of patients.  
Neither my Department nor I were involved or consulted in the course of this process.  At my 
request, the HSE has deferred introduction of the proposed changes.  I have asked the Execu-
tive to re-examine the matter with a view to devising a plan which will achieve an equitable 
outcome but not lessen the level of provision for patients who are already coping with serious 
illness.  The HSE has confirmed that the status quo will operate pending further consideration 
of the matter, including discussions with my Department.

05/07/2017WRL02000Home Help Service

05/07/2017WRL02100219. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home help 
staff employed by the HSE in County Laois and their entitlement to overtime payments after 39 
hours of work per week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31821/17]
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05/07/2017WRL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

05/07/2017WRL02300Greenhouse Gas Emissions

05/07/2017WRL02400220. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 21 of 22 June 2017, if he will define the phrase “carbon neutral” 
in respect of agriculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31693/17]

05/07/2017WRL02500221. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 21 of 22 June 2017, if he will define the phrase “sustainable” in 
respect of agriculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31694/17]

05/07/2017WRL02600222. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 21 of 22 June 2017 (details supplied), the European forms of 
food production the family farm is ranked against; the position of the family farm in that rank-
ing in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31695/17]

05/07/2017WRL02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 220 to 222, inclusive, together.

The long-term ambition for the agriculture, forest and land use sector is to move towards an 
approach to carbon neutrality which does not compromise capacity for sustainable food produc-
tion.  This effectively means that we are aiming to achieve neutrality by reducing agricultural 
emissions, increasing carbon-sequestration, reducing emissions from the land sector and in-
creasing fossil fuel and energy intensive materials displacement.  

Article 4.1 of The Paris Agreement 2015 also introduces the concept of a ‘balance between 
anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases’.  However, 
neither process provides robust definitions of these concepts therefore, my Department together 
with the EPA and Teagasc will use opportunities in research to explore science based approach-
es to define indicators and metrics which could be used to define balance and neutrality in terms 
of the long term impacts on climate of contemporary emissions and removals of greenhouse 
gases which ensure sustainable food production is not threatened.

An action relating to this research has been included in the agriculture, forest and land use 
chapter in the National Mitigation Plan.

In relation to defining sustainability and the sustainability of the Irish family farm Food 
Wise 2025 sets out Ireland’s future agriculture growth to 2025 and beyond.  

The Strategy is predicated on a “sustainable growth” scenario across all sectors including 
beef, dairy, sheep and pigs with a view to securing greater efficiencies with consequent reduc-
tions in emissions intensity.  Sustainable intensification is defined as “..improving productivity 
while using natural resources in a manner which protects them into the future.”  

As part of the implementation phase of Food Wise 2025, the Environmental Sustainability 
Committee was established to evaluate and assess the delivery of the sustainability and mitiga-
tion actions.  This Committee includes representatives of key Government Departments, State 
agencies and academia.

As the deputy will be aware from previous replies the Department is undertaking a number 
of actions to translate this concept of sustainability into reality, including through the Rural 
Development Programme, worth almost €4 billion over 7 years.
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Regarding the sustainability of the Irish family farm, I refer the deputy to the findings of the 
EU Joint Research Centre (JRC) report “Evaluation of the livestock sector’s contribution to the 
EU greenhouse gas emissions (GGELS)” which states that Ireland’s food production systems 
provide for some of the lowest carbon footprint profiles across the EU on a per unit basis.  In 
relation to Irish dairy production the JRC found Ireland (with Austria) had the lowest cow milk 
emissions (1 kg per kg of product).  This compares with an EU average of 1.4kg/kg. 

The Report also stated that Ireland had the lowest emissions per kg of pork (4.8 kg/kg) – EU 
average 7.5kg/kg and Ireland’s emissions per kg of beef were 18.4 kg/kg – EU Average 22.2kg/
kg.

It also recognised with regard to dairy systems in Europe, intensive systems create less 
methane and nitrous oxide emissions than extensive ones, but this is countered by higher emis-
sions from land use and land use change.  Lowest emissions are created by extensive grassland 
systems, such as those in Ireland. 

The efficiency of our temperate grassland based production system has also been recognised 
by the FAO.

My Department continues to actively engage in the whole of government approach on cli-
mate policy to examine the best means of encouraging sustainable intensification of Irish food 
production, while optimising the sectors contribution to greenhouse gas mitigation and seques-
tration including through afforestation and other forest sector activities.

05/07/2017WRL03000Organic Farming Scheme Payments

05/07/2017WRL03100223. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a payment to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [31739/17]

05/07/2017WRL03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named has received the first instalment of his Organic Farming Scheme payment in respect of 
2016.  However, payment in respect of parcels that were originally in the Agriculture Environ-
ment Options Scheme (AEOS) could not be processed at that time.  The payment due on these 
parcels will be included in the balancing payment due to the person named.  

05/07/2017WRL03300Salmon Management Report

05/07/2017WRL03400224. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding a review of river management at the river Slaney near Clo-
hamon, Bunclody, Enniscorthy, County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31819/17]

05/07/2017WRL03500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The current salmon status of the river Slaney is based on the 
information provided by the Standing Scientific Committee on Salmon (SSCS) and the advice 
and proposals provided by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) to me as Minister. In contemplation of 
the 2017 fishing year, three scientific assessments of the salmon stock status on the river Slaney 
were undertaken based on recent fish counter data, rod catch data, and catchment-wide electro-
fishing data.  All three assessments indicate that the Slaney is not meeting conservation limits 
for both one sea winter or multi sea winter salmon stocks.
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A further review of the salmon stocks will be undertaken prior to the 2018 fishing season.  

05/07/2017WRL03600Inland Fisheries

05/07/2017WRL03700225. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress made on the removal of grids at the tail race situated on the River 
Slaney at Clohamon, Bunclody, Enniscorthy, County Wexford; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [31820/17]

05/07/2017WRL03800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I am informed by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that they have 
powers under Section 123 of the Fisheries (Consolidation) Act 1959 in relation to the require-
ments for gratings in watercourses diverted from rivers to prevent entry therein of salmon or 
trout.

While the gratings in question meet the legal requirements of Section 123 of the Fisheries 
(Consolidation) Act 1959, IFI is aware, however, that there exist significant issues for the free 
passage of fish at Clohamon.  IFI is particularly anxious to improve fish passage at Clohamon 
but many of the issues at this location are beyond the powers and remit of IFI.

IFI has worked and will continue to work with all stakeholders in an attempt to address is-
sues at this location and is currently in contact with the operator of the site to investigate options 
to benefit the river and which are also satisfactory for the operator of the site.

05/07/2017WRL03900Departmental Expenditure

05/07/2017WRL04000226. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount spent by his Department on outside contract and or third party public 
relations communications for the purposes of raising awareness of the implications of changes 
to domestic waste collection pricing structures in the past three years to date in 2017; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [31638/17]

05/07/2017WRL04100227. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount spent by his Department on internal communications campaigns for 
the purposes of raising awareness of the implications of changes to domestic waste collection 
pricing structures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31639/17]

05/07/2017WRL04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 226 and 227 together. 

The announcement of the phase out of ‘flat rate fees’ was made on 27 June.  The phasing 
out of flat rate fees will come into effect for kerbside household waste customers when their flat 
rate contracts expire over the 12 month period between Autumn 2017 to Autumn 2018.  It is 
worth noting that the measure is not ‘new’ for the more than half of kerbside household waste 
customers who are already on an incentivised pricing plan, i.e. a plan which contains a per lift 
or weight based charge element.

The review around the introduction of incentivised pricing has evolved over the last 12 
months.  I clearly signalled in December 2016 that a ‘one size fits all’ approach would not be 
introduced and that I was determined that the market should be allowed to continue to offer a 
range of options to householders.  A campaign developed by the Regional Waste Management 
Planning Offices focusing on reducing food waste generation and also encouraging the use of 
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brown bin and focusing on food waste generation was run in March 2017, comprising of radio 
and cinema advertisements and backed up by a social media campaign.  Following last week’s 
announcement, further campaigns will be rolled out over the second half of 2017 addressing 
issues such as food waste, waste prevention, explaining how per lift and weight based charging 
models work and increasing and improving recycling, 

In terms of monies spent to date, a grant of almost €28,000 was paid to the Regional Waste 
Management Planning Offices in preparation for the proposed introduction of a per kilogramme 
pay by weight model in 2016.  An allocation of €1.6 million has been made for education and 
awareness in 2017, which will be used to fund the continued roll out of a comprehensive waste 
campaign by the Regional Waste Management Planning Offices. 

05/07/2017WRL04400National Broadband Plan Expenditure

05/07/2017WRL04500228. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount spent by his Department on external consultancy contracts for the 
purposes of reviewing a company’s (detail supplied) plans to roll out broadband services to 
300,000 homes that were previously in the State intervention area of the national broadband 
plan map. [31640/17]

05/07/2017WRL04600229. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount spent on outside contract and or third party public relations communi-
cations on the national broadband plan in the past three years to date in 2017. [31641/17]

05/07/2017WRL04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 228 and 229 together.

My Department, to date, has not incurred any expenditure on outside contracts and/or third 
party public relations communications in relation to National Broadband Plan.

Details of external consultants commissioned by my Department for the purposes of re-
viewing eir’s plans to roll out 300,000 premises are set out in the following table:

Consultancy Name Title Cost
Analysys Mason Provision of Technical Advisory services €23,942
Pricewaterhouse Cooper Provision of Economic and Strategy Advisory 

Services
€10, 875

KPMG Provision of Financial and Procurement Advisory 
services

€45,360

05/07/2017WRL04900Waste Disposal Charges

05/07/2017WRL05000230. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the process by which his Department determined that a €75 waiver would be paid 
to persons with long-term incontinence issues under the new domestic waste collection pricing 
structure; and the factors, considerations and informational sources that his Department consid-
ered in reaching this decision. [31642/17]

05/07/2017WRL05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): From analysis conducted in consultation with the HSE, it was estimated that the 
average weight of used incontinence wear is 650 kg per annum (0.65 tonnes) per person with 
medical incontinence.  I have indicated the provision of a support of €75 per person per annum  
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for persons with long term or lifelong medical incontinence availing of a kerbside household 
waste collection service.  This amount is to cover the disposal cost of dealing with 650kg per 
year of waste.  Officials from my Department have engaged with stakeholder groups represent-
ing those with medical incontinence and the waste industry on the issue. 

05/07/2017WRL05200Public Service Obligation Levy Application

05/07/2017WRL05300231. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to make changes to the PSO levy system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [31647/17]

05/07/2017WRL05400232. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department has considered calculating the PSO levy on the basis of the 
kilowatt hours of electricity used per month rather than the maximum import capacity of each 
user. [31648/17]

05/07/2017WRL05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 231 and 232 together. 

I currently have no plans to make changes to the PSO Levy scheme. 

The Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy has been in place since 2001 and is the overall 
support mechanism for generation constructed for security of supply purposes, including peat 
generation, as well as the development of renewable electricity. It is designed to compensate 
electricity suppliers for the additional costs they incur by purchasing electricity generated by 
these producers.  The Council of European Energy Regulators, in its 2017 Status Review of 
Renewable Support Schemes in Europe, found Ireland’s level of RES supports, although rising, 
continues to be one of the lowest per unit in Europe.

I am very conscious of the impacts of energy prices on industry and households alike.  How-
ever, the PSO levy is vital to enable Ireland to meet its 40% target for electricity generated from 
renewable sources by 2020, which in turn is important for the achievement of Ireland’s 16% EU 
2020 target for renewable energy.  The PSO levy has supported the connection of over 3,000 
MW of renewable energy to the electricity grid and will continue to support further renewable 
energy connection so that the 40% target for renewable electricity penetration by 2020 is met.

The calculation of the level of the PSO levy is a matter for the Commission on Energy 
Regulation (CER).  With regard to changing the current method for charging the PSO levy to a 
kWh rate, the EU Commission has made clear in the State Aid notifications related to the PSO 
for peat and renewables that it is not permissible under the Treaty of the Functioning of the 
European Union to impose the levy as a consumption per kWh.

05/07/2017WRM00300Offshore Exploration

05/07/2017WRM00400233. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 81 of 27 June 2017, if his Department car-
ried out economic projections on the potential economic benefits of successful offshore explo-
ration in the Atlantic margin weighed against the potential negative economic impacts of the 
advancement of rapid climate change that would occur as a result of the burning of extracted 
fossil fuels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31709/17]

05/07/2017WRM00500234. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 85 of 27 June 2017, if his Department car-
ried out a separate environmental impact assessment on the burning of fossil fuels that may be 
found and extracted as a result of the issuing of offshore exploration licenses in the Atlantic 
margin; if not, the reasoning behind this approach in view of the fact that the reports that he 
linked to in his reply have no mention of burning fossil fuels; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [31708/17]

05/07/2017WRM00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 233 and 234 together.

In respect of oil and gas exploration activities in the Irish offshore, in advance of the 2015 At-
lantic Margin licencing round, the Irish Offshore Strategic Environmental Assessment (IOSEA) 
5 Environmental Report was undertaken and included consideration of potential greenhouse 
gas emissions projected to arise specifically as a result of exploration activities.  Separately, 
any individual exploration activity proposed to be carried out under a petroleum authorisation 
(e.g. seismic survey or drilling) is subject to assessment of compliance with the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive, the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive. 

In respect of oil and gas production, activities arising from a commercial find are subject 
to assessment of compliance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive, the 
Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive.

The use of oil and gas products and their carbon emissions have been analysed and consid-
ered in the wider context of the Energy White Paper, which sets out a vision for transforming 
Ireland’s fossil fuel-based energy sector into a clean, low carbon system by 2050. The White 
Paper states:  

“Reducing GHG emissions from the energy system by 80-95% by 2050 will require the 
share of fossil fuels to be of the order of 19-30% of final energy demand. This means that non-
renewable energy sources will make a significant – though progressively smaller – contribution 
to our energy mix over the course of the energy transition. In the short to medium-term, driven 
by carbon pricing, the mix of non-renewables will shift away from more carbon-intensive fuels, 
like peat and coal, to lower-carbon fuels like natural gas. By 2050, fossil fuels will be largely 
replaced by renewable energy sources.” 

The White Paper also notes that “Oil and gas will contribute to security of supply through 
the period of transition, on a declining basis over time. This curtailment (and, in the longer 
term, elimination) of oil and gas in our energy mix will be accomplished gradually in the com-
ing decades through a range of reduction and substitution measures using more sustainable 
alternatives.”.  It also recognises that “  the development of Ireland’s indigenous oil and gas 
resources has the potential to deliver significant and sustained benefits, particularly in terms 
of enhanced security of supply, import substitution, fiscal return, national and local economic 
development and technology learning”. 

Companies with licences for oil and gas exploration must bear the risk of developing any 
commercial finds in the context of a clear path set out by the Government for the decarbonisa-
tion of its energy mix. 

05/07/2017WRM00800Waste Disposal Charges

05/07/2017WRM00900235. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will address the concerns that the latest change in bin charges will see in-
cidents of illegal dumping increase in the countryside; and if he will make a statement on the 



Questions - Written Answers

280

matter. [31811/17]

05/07/2017WRM01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Flat rate fees for household waste collection will be phased out over the period 
autumn 2017 to autumn 2018 as customers renew or enter new contracts.  It is worth noting 
that the measure is not ‘new’ for the more than half of kerbside household waste customers who 
are already on an incentivised pricing plan, i.e. a plan which contains a per lift or weight based 
charge element.

To ensure the best environmental and economic outcomes are achieved Government sets the 
waste management policy and provides a robust legislative framework, this is overseen by the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the local authorities.  The waste industry’s role is largely 
that of the service providers competing to deliver services to businesses and households in com-
pliance with environmental law.  At the centre of the system is each citizen and household who 
have responsibility for the management and disposal of the waste that they generate.

Effective enforcement of waste legislation is vital for the credibility of our systems of waste 
management.  he key legislative codes in combating litter and illegal dumping matters are the 
Litter Pollution Acts and the Waste Management Acts; in particular, section 32 of the Waste 
Management Act places the responsibility and a general duty of care on the holders of waste to 
ensure that it is managed in a manner that does not cause environmental pollution.  In addition, 
section 34 of the Waste Management Act requires all bodies involved in the commercial collec-
tion of waste to have this activity authorised by a waste collection permit.  Penalties available 
under the Waste Management Acts are substantial. Persons who are found to be responsible for, 
or involved in, the unauthorised disposal or collection of waste are liable to a Class A fine on 
summary conviction and/or imprisonment for up to 12 months, and to a maximum fine of €15 
million on conviction on indictment and/or imprisonment for up to 10 years.

Waste enforcement is supported by state funding for waste enforcement officers.  I have 
made €9 million available from the Environment Fund this year to support the Waste Enforce-
ment Regional Lead Authorities (WERLAs) and the recruitment and continued employment of 
a network of local authority waste enforcement officers.  This investment is critical in tackling 
issues such as illegal dumping in local communities and in providing an enhanced response on 
the ground to other infractions of the waste code.

The Programme for Government contains a specific commitment to work with local author-
ities to tackle the problem of illegal dumping and to develop effective deterrents to discourage 
people from engaging in this anti-social behaviour.  In accordance with this commitment, my 
Department developed an Anti-Dumping Initiative to work in partnership with local authorities 
and community organisations in identifying high risk or problem areas, developing appropriate 
enforcement responses and carrying out clean-up operations.  In response to the hugely positive 
reaction from local authorities and communities since I launched this measure, I have made 
further funds available to support it.  The initial allocation of €650,000 has been doubled with 
total funding of €1.3 million now being made available to support the clean-up of dumping 
black-spots and to target those who engage in this illegal practice.

05/07/2017WRM01100Road Safety Data

05/07/2017WRM01200236. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of cyclists that have been injured due to an adverse interaction with the Luas cross city 
works in each of the years since the works began and to date in 2017; the number of cyclists that 
attended an emergency department due to these adverse interactions each year; the follow up 
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his department is taking on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31579/17]

05/07/2017WRM01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  My Department has 
no information regarding the number of cyclists injured in the circumstances described.  The 
collection and analysis of road traffic collision data is a matter for An Garda Síochána and my 
colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality.

The matter of cyclists requiring medical attention is a matter for the Health Service Execu-
tive and the Department of Health. I have no role in the matter.

05/07/2017WRM01400Shannon Airport Facilities

05/07/2017WRM01500237. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way 
in which his Department classifies and records US troops passing through Shannon Airport. 
[31582/17]

05/07/2017WRM01600238. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the num-
bers of US troops transiting through Shannon Airport provided by his Department include US 
troops travelling on US military aircraft in addition to US troops travelling on civilian aircraft 
contracted to the US military; and if they do not include the former if records are kept of US 
troops travelling on US military aircraft. [31583/17]

05/07/2017WRM01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 237 and 238 together.

The Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order, 
S.I. 224 1973, as amended, provides that no munitions or weapons of war may be carried by 
an aircraft in Irish airspace without an exemption granted under the Order.  My functions are 
limited to munitions or weapons of war; I have no function in relation to the transport of troops 
themselves.  The primary purpose of the 1973 Order is the safety of the aircraft and the persons 
on board.

On that basis my Department does not keep records on the number of troops transiting 
through Shannon Airport as this information is collected directly by Shannon Airport. 

Shannon Airport has informed my Department that the figures provided, in my reply to the 
Deputy on 28th June last, includes figures for US Military personnel travelling on both US 
military and civilian aircraft.

05/07/2017WRM01900Sports Funding

05/07/2017WRM02000239. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
spending criteria that is set out to national governing bodies of sport and local sports partner-
ships when they are given funding under the women in sport programme. [31585/17]

05/07/2017WRM02100240. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to publish a new report on the outcomes of the women in sport programme; and the time-
frame for this report to be published. [31586/17]

05/07/2017WRM02200241. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding that was provided through the women in sport programme since its inception; and the 
percentage this accounted for of the overall sports funding. [31587/17]
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05/07/2017WRM02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 239 to 241, inclusive, together.  

Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility 
for the development of sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards.  This 
includes the allocation of funding across its various programmes, including the Women In Sport 
programme. 

The Deputy’s Questions relating to the spending criteria that are set out for National Gov-
erning Bodies of sport and Local Sports Partnerships when they are given funding under the 
Women In Sport programme and the amount of funding that has been provided through the 
programme since its inception are matters for Sport Ireland. I have, therefore, referred those 
Questions to Sport Ireland for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply 
is not received within 10 days.

Sport Ireland has no plans at the moment to carry out a report on the outcomes of the Wom-
en In Sport programme.

05/07/2017WRM02600Sports Capital Programme Administration

05/07/2017WRM02700242. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timeframe for a decision on the approval of the 2017 sports capital programme applications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31588/17]

05/07/2017WRM02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2017 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 24 
February.  By the closing date, a record number of 2,320 applications seeking €155 million in 
grants were received.  The total amount available to allocate under this round is €30 million. 
Accordingly, the allocation of grants will be particularly challenging on this occasion.

All of the applications received are currently being assessed by officials in my Depart-
ment.  Given the number of applications received and the detailed information submitted, it 
will take a further number of weeks to complete this process.  I expect that an announcement 
regarding allocations will be made in September.

05/07/2017WRM02900Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

05/07/2017WRM03000243. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the take 
up of the access and inclusion model in the 2016-17 school year; if an assessment has been 
undertaken on the scheme; if further funding will be provided for it in the forthcoming school 
year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [31595/17]

05/07/2017WRM03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): AIM is a model 
of supports designed to ensure that children with disabilities can access the Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) programme.  It was introduced in June 2016 and is administered 
by Pobal on behalf of my Department. Its goal is to empower pre-school providers to deliver an 
inclusive pre-school experience, ensuring that every eligible child can fully participate in the 
ECCE programme and reap the benefits of quality early years care and education.  The funding 
allocation for AIM in 2017 is €32.42m.

AIM is a child-centred model, involving seven levels of progressive support, moving from 
the universal to the targeted, based on the needs of the child and the pre-school setting.
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Pobal, which administers AIM on behalf of my Department, has indicated that 2,617 chil-
dren have been approved for support under AIM since its introduction.  Of these children, 2,445 
were in receipt of AIM supports in the 2016/ 2017 ECCE programme year, the remaining 172 
children have been approved for AIM supports for the coming ECCE programme year com-
mencing in September.

It is intended to carry out a review of AIM in late 2017 with a full formal evaluation planned 
for 2019.

05/07/2017WRM03200Child Care Legislation

05/07/2017WRM03300244. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
views on the regulatory system put in place for child minding facilities; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [31596/17]

05/07/2017WRM03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The majority of 
the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 came into effect on 30 June 
2016. 

The Regulations provide that each employee working directly with children attending the 
service must hold at least a major award in Early Childhood Care and Education at Level 5 on 
the National Qualifications Framework or a qualification deemed by the Minister to be equiva-
lent.  The Regulations clearly state that the service provider must ensure that their staff meet 
this standard. 

This section of the regulations took effect on 30 June 2016 for services registering after that 
date and for all other services on 31 December 2016. 

The 2017 European Semester: Country Specific Recommendations for Ireland, which were 
published on 22 May 2017, that ‘Ireland should enhance social infrastructure....including qual-
ity childcare’.  The minimum qualification requirement contained in the Regulations has an 
important role to play with regard to ensuring the provision of quality childcare by centre based 
childcare providers. Consequently, I have no plans to amend the Regulations.

05/07/2017WRM03500Disabilities Data

05/07/2017WRM03600245. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the number of children with a disability that have been granted support through the access and 
inclusion model for access to early childhood care and education programmes since its intro-
duction in 2016; the number that have been granted support in counties Cavan and Monaghan; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [31630/17]

05/07/2017WRM03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): AIM is a model 
of supports designed to ensure that children with disabilities can access the Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) programme.  It was introduced in June 2016 and is administered 
by Pobal on behalf of my Department.  Its goal is to empower pre-school providers to deliver 
an inclusive pre-school experience, ensuring that every eligible child can fully participate in 
the ECCE programme and reap the benefits of quality early years care and education.  AIM is a 
child-centred model, involving seven levels of progressive support, moving from the universal 
to the targeted, based on the needs of the child and the pre-school setting.

Pobal, which administers AIM on behalf of my Department, has indicated that 2,617 chil-
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dren were approved for support under AIM since its introduction in 2016. Of this number, 57 
were approved for support in Cavan and 34 were approved for support in Monaghan.  

05/07/2017WRM03800Social Insurance

05/07/2017WRM03900246. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection the 
reason a person (details supplied) did not receive credited contributions for 2011, 2013, 2014 
and 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [31598/17]

05/07/2017WRM04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): PRSI credited contributions 
(“credits”) are an integral part of the social insurance system.  For the most part they are linked 
to having an underlying entitlement to a social welfare payment while temporarily detached 
from the labour force or having entitlement to statutory leave e.g. parental or maternity leave.  
The primary purpose of PRSI credits is to secure social welfare benefits and pensions of em-
ployees by covering gaps in insurance where they are not in a position to pay PRSI such as 
during periods of unemployment, illness, etc.   

In order to qualify for credits, a person must first have entered insurable employment - he 
or she must have paid at least one reckonable PRSI contribution at Class A, B, C, D, E, H or P.

If, at any stage since starting work, a person has no reckonable PRSI contributions paid or 
credited for 2 full tax years in a row, that person cannot get credits until they return to employ-
ment and pay reckonable PRSI contributions for 26 weeks. Contributions paid at Class S, i.e. as 
a self-employed person, cannot be used to satisfy this condition.  

The person concerned last paid a reckonable PRSI contribution in the 1997/98 tax year at 
PRSI Class A.  She then commenced paying PRSI Class S contributions from 2003.

The person concerned was in receipt of a CA from 2007 to 2015.   As there was a break in 
excess of 2 years between the date when she last paid a reckonable PRSI contribution and her 
claim for CA commenced she is not entitled to credits for the period she was in receipt of CA.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/07/2017WRM04100Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

05/07/2017WRM04200247. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will intervene 
in the case of a person (detail supplied) who has had a carer’s allowance withdrawn. [31637/17]

05/07/2017WRM04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a 
statutory, means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are providing full-time 
care and attention to a person who has a disability such that they require that level of care.

Social welfare relevant legislation provides for the continuation of payment of the allow-
ance for up to thirteen weeks in the event that the person being cared for or the carer themselves 
is hospitalised.

The person is in receipt of a social welfare payment and is also in receipt of reduced rate 
CA since 18 July 2002 in respect of her daughter.  As her daughter has been an inpatient in 
Children’s University Hospital, Dublin, since 30 March 2017, carer’s allowance is no longer 
payable with effect from 5 July and the last payment of carer’s allowance was made on 29 June 
in respect of the period 29 June to 5 July (carer’s allowance is paid on a Thursday, a week in 
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advance), in accordance with the legislation governing this scheme.

The person concerned should immediately contact the Department’s carer’s allowance area 
by telephone at 1890 92 77 70 or (043) 334 0000, in the event that her daughter is discharged 
from hospital and her carer’s allowance payment will be re-instated.

In the meantime the person concerned will continue to receive her social welfare payment.  
If they experience financial difficulties, they should contact their local Intreo Centre to apply for 
a payment under the Department’s Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) scheme. 

Under the SWA scheme, an exceptional needs payment can be made to a person to help 
them meet essential, once-off expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected to 
meet out of their weekly income.  

A payment towards hospital accommodations costs is already being met for this person 
under the SWA scheme.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/07/2017WRM04400JobPath Implementation

05/07/2017WRM04500248. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will address 
concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [31644/17]

05/07/2017WRM04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): JobPath is an employment ac-
tivation service that supports people who are long-term unemployed and those most at risk of 
becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain paid employment. 

While with JobPath, customers are assigned to a personal advisor who will assess their 
skills, experience, challenges and work goals and agree a personal progression plan.  They are 
provided with a range of supports based on an assessment of their individual needs.  They may 
also be referred to relevant, employment focused, training opportunities provided by Education 
and Training Boards and others. 

Although customers on the JobPath service do not have access to the Training Support 
Grant (TSG) provided by the Department, the JobPath providers will on a case by case basis 
provide similar funding and arrange and pay for specific skills training where a job opportunity 
has been identified by the customer or where an intervention will enable an application for work 
to be made.  

This is similar to the TSG where funding is available if an intervention is identified, the 
jobseeker is required to provide reasonable evidence of need, in the form of a potential job offer 
or a requirement to maintain or achieve accreditation. 

If the Deputy wishes to provide more detail into the case history raised, I will ask one of my 
officials to investigate their concerns. 

05/07/2017WRM04700Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

05/07/2017WRM04800249. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal was refused an exceptional needs payment to purchase 
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special equipment for a child with cerebral palsy; if this decision will be reconsidered in the 
event that supporting medical evidence is provided; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [31662/17]

05/07/2017WRM04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the person concerned was not refused an exceptional needs payment in respect of special 
equipment for a child with cerebral palsy.

An application for an Exceptional Needs Payment was made on 29 June 2017 and a decision 
is expected to be taken this week, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I trust that this clarifies the matter.

05/07/2017WRM05000Living Alone Allowance

05/07/2017WRM05100250. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
examine an application for a living alone allowance by a person (details supplied); and if the 
rent supplement being paid is the maximum available. [31664/17]

05/07/2017WRM05200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): As 
this gentleman is in receipt of an increase for a qualified child, he cannot be classed as living 
entirely alone.  On this basis, the application for living alone allowance was refused.

This gentleman is not in receipt of rent supplement.  He resides in accommodation sup-
ported by the Local Authority under the Housing Assistance Payment. 

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a form of social housing support provided by all 
local authorities.  HAP means that local authorities can provide housing assistance for house-
holds who qualify for social housing support, including many long-term Rent Supplement re-
cipients.  Under HAP, local authorities will make payments, subject to rent limits, on behalf of 
the HAP recipient directly to the landlord in respect of rent.  The HAP recipient will then pay 
a rent contribution to the local authority.  The rent contribution is a differential rent – that is, a 
rent set by the local authority based on income and the ability to pay. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/07/2017WRM05300Community Services Programme

05/07/2017WRM05400251. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí an bhfuil sé i gceist 
aici glacadh le hiarratais nua do thograí a bheadh ag iarraidh a bheith páirteach sa Chlár um 
Sheirbhísí don Phobal (CSP); má ta, an féidir iarratais a dhéanamh anois; an bhfuil foirm iar-
ratais ann a chaithfidh tograí a líonadh; cad é an dáta deiridh a ghlacfar le hiarratais; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh [31682/17]

05/07/2017WRM05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Community Services Programme (CSP) provides financial support to community companies 
that provide revenue generating services of a socially inclusive nature.  Many of these com-
panies are also funded from other sources and generate revenue from the public use of their 
facilities and services. 

In May 2017, my Department announced a call for proposals under strand 3 of CSP, which 
focuses on social enterprises that employ those people who are most distant from the labour 
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market.  This is in response to the additional €1m in funding provided for the Programme in 
last year’s Budget.   

Given the level of resources available and the number of companies currently supported, 
the Department has been unable to make an open call for new proposals under the other strands 
of the programme for a number of years.  While priority will be given to applications received 
from the latest call for proposals, as outlined above, from time to time and as resources allow, 
the Department may consider new applications received from organisations that have expressed 
an interest in and are considered eligible under the programme. 

Any not-for-profit company wishing to be considered for the programme can request an 
Expression of Interest form from my Department at cspinfo@welfare.ie. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/07/2017WRN00200Disability Allowance Applications

05/07/2017WRN00300252. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
disability review for a person (details supplied). [31707/17]

05/07/2017WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
An application for disability allowance was received from the person in question by the depart-
ment on 16 February 2017.  The claim, based upon the evidence submitted, was disallowed by 
a deciding officer (DO) on medical grounds on 24 April 2017.

 Further medical evidence was received and a review of this decision was carried out.  The 
original decision was upheld and the person concerned was notified in writing on 3 July 2017.  
She was also advised of her right to appeal this decision to the independent social welfare ap-
peals office.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/07/2017WRN00500Telecommunications Infrastructure

05/07/2017WRN00600253. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans to introduce guidelines for the construction and placement of 
telecommunication masts; and his further plans to encourage telecommunication providers to 
share services rather than placing additional antennae on masts. [31584/17]

05/07/2017WRN00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): My Department published Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Telecommunica-
tions Antennae and Support Structures in 1996.  They are intended to facilitate planning au-
thorities, An Bord Pleanála, the licensed providers of mobile telecommunications services and 
the public by providing guidance on dealing with these developments within the planning sys-
tem.   In 2012, my Department issued Circular Letter PL07/12 to planning authorities, updating 
certain sections of these Guidelines.  

The Guidelines provide advice on appropriate location and siting considerations for tele-
communication installations and masts to be considered in the development planning and de-
velopment management process.  They also advise planning authorities to encourage co-loca-
tion of antennae on existing support structures and masts in order to reduce visual impact.
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Under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, planning au-
thorities  and An Board Pleanála are required to have regard to any Ministerial guidelines in the 
performance of their functions.  

The Guidelines, and subsequent Circular Letter, are available on my Department’s website 
at the following links: 

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Developmentand-
Housing/Planning/FileDownLoad%2C1630%2Cen.doc.

and 

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Developmentand-
Housing/Planning/FileDownLoad%2C31650%2Cen.pdf.

05/07/2017WRN00800Public Sector Staff Retirements

05/07/2017WRN00900254. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the options available to a person who works in a local authority that is close 
to 65 years of age but does not wish to retire when they reach that age; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31749/17]

05/07/2017WRN01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Under Section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is re-
sponsible for the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the func-
tions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible. In this regard, a contract of 
employment may set out the maximum retirement age for all officers and non-officers of a local 
authority.

The Local Government Superannuation Scheme rules specifically provide that an officer 
who is a pre-2004 entrant ceases to be pensionable at age 65 and therefore must retire.

Under the Public Service Superannuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004, the mini-
mum retirement age for employees appointed between 1 April 2004 and 31 December 2012 
is 65 but they may work beyond that date.  Employees appointed since 1 January 2013 are 
members of the Single Public Service Pension Scheme and for most members their minimum 
pension age is linked to the State Pension age. 

05/07/2017WRN01100House Prices

05/07/2017WRN01200255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the extent to which he may be in the position to address the issue of 
dramatically increasing house prices by one or other means to address the housing requirements 
of young families; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31767/17]

05/07/2017WRN01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I refer to the reply to Question Nos 654 and 655 of 4 July 2017 which sets out the 
position on this matter. 

05/07/2017WRN01400Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report
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05/07/2017WRN01500256. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the timeframe under which he plans to define the extended city boundary of 
Cork; the timeframe to set the terms of reference for a local electoral area boundary committee 
to define the local electoral areas for Cork City Council and Cork County Council for the 2019 
local elections; and the timeframe for the local electoral areas for Cork city council and Cork 
county council for the 2019 local elections to be known. [31592/17]

05/07/2017WRN01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Programme for a Partnership Government sets out a number of requirements 
in relation to local government reform, involving a report to Government and the Oireachtas 
by mid-2017 on potential measures to boost local government leadership and accountability, 
including a commitment to consider reducing the size of local electoral areas.

The report will be presented to Government and the Oireachtas in early autumn and, de-
pending on the outcome of consideration of the  report, any review of local electoral area 
boundaries would be undertaken in good time before the 2019 local elections.

The changes recommended by the Cork Expert Advisory Group report represent the most 
significant population transfer associated with a local government boundary extension in Ire-
land.  To ensure that the challenges of implementation are addressed effectively, an Implemen-
tation Oversight Group is to be established to oversee the process.  Its initial main task will be to 
submit a detailed Implementation Plan early in the Autumn which will help to clarify timescales 
for various aspects of the process.

05/07/2017WRN01700Housing Policy

05/07/2017WRN01800257. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans for an audit of vacant commercial properties specifically shops, by 
county, as was carried out when establishing the list of vacant homes in the country; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [31619/17]

05/07/2017WRN01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Programme for a Partnership Government, published in May 2016, includes a 
commitment to examine reclassifying and incentivising the use of underutilised or vacant areas 
over ground floor premises in urban areas, for both residential and commercial use. 

Similarly, a key objective of Pillar 5 of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness, launched in July 2016, is to ensure that existing housing stock is used to the 
maximum degree possible and focuses on measures to use existing vacant stock to renew urban 
and rural areas.  

Specifically, Action 5.9 of Rebuilding Ireland commits to reviewing planning legislation to 
allow the change of use of vacant commercial units in urban areas, including vacant or under-
utilised areas over ground-floor premises, into residential units without having to go through 
the planning process. This proposal is also incorporated in Action 6 of the Action Plan for 
Rural Development, launched in January 2017.  My Department is presently progressing the 
drafting of the necessary revisions to the planning regulations to give effect to this action and 
it is intended that the new regulations, which will require the approval of both Houses of the 
Oireachtas, will be made as soon as possible.

While I have no plans to initiate specifically an audit of vacant commercial properties, there 
are a number of initiatives which seek to address this issue.  My Department is working with 
Dublin City Council in the context of the Living City Initiative (LCI), to explore the potential 
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for further streamlining of the approach to redeveloping and re-utilising vacant properties.  The 
aim of the LCI is to bring life back into designated historic areas of our main cities by offer-
ing tax relief for qualifying expenditure incurred on the refurbishment or conversion of certain 
buildings, where qualifying conditions are met. 

In this context, the City Council has examined approximately 11,000 rateable units in its 
functional area. From a visual analysis in a sample number of streets, the City Council has es-
timated that there may be approximately 4,000 vacant units above commercial premises that 
could potentially be converted into residential use in its functional area.  Despite amendments 
introduced to the LCI in Budget 2016 by the Minister for Finance to make the Initiative more 
attractive, uptake by property owners remains limited. Dublin City Council therefore intends to 
re-launch it shortly to a wider target group in the hope of wider participation by property own-
ers. 

I also understand that Cork City Council carried out an employment and land use survey in 
2011 which recorded vacancy above commercial premises in Cork City Centre but did not as-
sess its suitability for residential purposes.  The Council is currently preparing an Action Plan 
for the medieval core of the city in 2017 which will include a pilot survey of the potential for 
utilising vacant upper-floor spaces for residential purposes.

In addition, the Heritage Council has been working with a number of local authorities on a 
Town Centre Health Check programme which includes the undertaking of assessments of the 
level of vacancy of residential, commercial and retail premises in town centres with a view to 
revitalising them and enhancing their economic sustainability.  I am fully supportive of this ap-
proach to obtain accurate data on property vacancy and the subsequent development of Action 
Plans by the local authorities involved.    

05/07/2017WRN02000Regeneration Projects Funding

05/07/2017WRN02100258. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will review the decision to reduce the Ballymun social regeneration 
fund in view of recent increased anti-social behaviour in the area. [31624/17]

05/07/2017WRN02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Social regeneration funding (currently €1.7 million p.a.) for community initiatives 
in Ballymun will continue to be fully recouped by my Department to Dublin City Council in 
2017.

The substantial regeneration programme, which included 24 projects, is now complete. Ap-
proximately €972 million was spent on the programme, €775.3 million of which was recouped 
by my Department.  

My Department’s oversight of the regeneration projects at this location was principally con-
cerned with general progress on the overall programme and it continually liaised with the local 
authority on the strategic approach and general phasing of works.  This ensured that the project 
progressed on a sustainable basis, particularly having regard to general budgetary constraints.

However, with the physical regeneration programme now complete, it will not be possible 
to continue to provide Exchequer funding for the social regeneration programme.  Taking ac-
count of this, but also the need to manage the wind-down of Exchequer support for the social 
regeneration programme, it is proposed that for 2018 and subsequent years, the Exchequer ele-
ment will decrease annually by 25%, with the shortfall being made up by Dublin City Council, 
so that the overall level of support for the programme is not affected.  Accordingly, social and 
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community initiatives in Ballymun will be fully funded by Dublin City Council from 2021. 

05/07/2017WRN02300Departmental Bodies Data

05/07/2017WRN02400259. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of times the working group established to review the 2005 sustain-
able rural housing guidelines for planning authorities has met; the engagement it has had with 
the European Commission; and the position regarding the progress of the working group to date 
in 2017. [31646/17]

05/07/2017WRN02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Working Group that is reviewing the 2005 Planning Guidelines on Sustainable 
Rural Housing has been established in light of ongoing engagement between the European 
Commission and my Department on a matter arising from a European Court of Justice ruling 
in a Flemish decree case.  The Working Group held its first meeting on 18 May and a further 
meeting on 13 June.  On conclusion of the Working Group’s deliberations, my Department 
will engage further with the European Commission on proposed changes to be made to the 
2005 Guidelines, which are intended to be finalised in the second half of 2017. 

When finalised, the revised Guidelines will be issued under section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended, which requires planning authorities, and where appropri-
ate An Bord Pleanála, to have regard to any such planning guidelines in the performance of their 
statutory functions under the Planning Acts. 

05/07/2017WRN02600Tenant Purchase Scheme

05/07/2017WRN02700260. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if the review of the tenant (incremental) purchase scheme 2016 is now 
complete; his plans to introduce changes to the scheme; if he will review the minimum reckon-
able income of persons and allow long-standing tenants to purchase their homes whether on 
social welfare or not but with proof of savings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31666/17]

05/07/2017WRN02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  
The Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme.  

In line with the commitment given in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing 
and Homelessness, a review of the first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase scheme’s opera-
tion has been undertaken.  The review has incorporated analysis of comprehensive data re-
ceived from local authorities regarding the operation of the scheme during 2016 and a wide-
ranging public consultation process which saw submissions received from individuals, elected 
representatives and organisations.

The review is now complete and a full report setting out findings and recommendations has 
been prepared.  Following consultation with relevant Departments on implementation arrange-
ments, I expect that definitive proposals will be submitted to me very shortly.

05/07/2017WRN02900Rent Pressure Zones
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05/07/2017WRN03000261. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on whether the Portlaoise area should be included in the rent pressure 
zones; the position regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31716/17]

05/07/2017WRN03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 sets 
out the process through which Rent Pressure Zones can be designated.  It provides that the 
Housing Agency, in consultation with housing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister 
that an area should be considered as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Following receipt of such a pro-
posal, the Minister requests the Director of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to conduct 
an assessment of the area to establish whether or not it meets the criteria for designation and to 
report to the Minister on whether the area should be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.

For an area to be designated a Rent Pressure Zone, it must satisfy the following criteria set 
out in section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended by section 36 of the 
Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016):

(i) The annual rate of rent inflation in the area must have been 7% or more in four of the last 
six quarters; and 

(ii) The average rent for tenancies registered in the area with the RTB in the last quarter must 
be above the average national rent (the National Standardised Rent in the RTB’s Rent Index 
Report) in the last quarter (€987 per month).

On 15 June, the RTB published the Rent Index Report in relation to Quarter 1 2017, which 
includes a summary of the data used as the criteria for designating Rent Pressure Zones in rela-
tion to all Local Electoral Areas in the country. This allows all interested parties to see exactly 
where their area stands in relation to average rent levels and increases and possible designation.  
The data from the Rent Index Report relating to Portlaoise is detailed in the table below:

Local Electoral Area   Quarters &gt; 7%   Average 2017 Q1 (€)  
Portlaoise 4 733.78

The data indicates that the Local Electoral Area of Portlaoise does not meet the criteria for 
designation at this time. 

Under the Act, I have no further role or discretion in proposing areas for designation as Rent 
Pressure Zones or in deciding whether they should be designated.  The designation process is 
independent and based on clear objective criteria and quantifiable evidence.

The Housing Agency will continue to monitor the rental market and may recommend fur-
ther areas for designation.  Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found at a fu-
ture date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones.

My Department has initiated a review of the Rent Predictability Measure. At this stage, the 
measure has been in place for 6 months and data from the Residential Tenancies Board’s Rent 
Index Report for Quarter 1 2017 is also available.  Using this latest data, it will be possible to 
ascertain the effectiveness of the Rent Predictability Measure and whether any changes need to 
be made.

On 15 June, my Department launched a public consultation on the review of the Rent Pre-
dictability Measure and the system of Rent Pressure Zones introduced last December.  The 
consultation allowed members of the public and interested parties to provide their opinions and 
suggestions on the functioning of the measure.  The submissions received from the consultation 
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process, which concluded last Friday (30 June), will feed into the review of the measure.

05/07/2017WRN03200Local Authority Housing Data

05/07/2017WRN03300262. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of second hand houses and dwellings purchased by all local au-
thorities in each of the years 2011 to 2016 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [31727/17]

05/07/2017WRN03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, funding is avail-
able to all local authorities, to deliver additional social housing stock through both new con-
struction projects and through the acquisition of new and previously-owned houses and apart-
ments. 

Details on the number of properties purchased by all local authorities for letting to those 
on their social housing waiting lists are available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/1c1-la-acq-by-area_5.xlsx. Informa-
tion on quarter four of 2016 is currently being finalised and will be published shortly.

05/07/2017WRN03500Homeless Persons Data

05/07/2017WRN03600263. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of persons being housed in hotel rooms in each of the years 2013 
to 2016, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31728/17]

05/07/2017WRN03700264. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of children being housed in hotel rooms and bed and breakfast ac-
commodation in each of the years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [31729/17]

05/07/2017WRN03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 263 and 264 together.

My Department does not specifically collate data on the utilisation of hotel accommodation 
on a national basis.  However, my Department does publish data on a monthly basis regarding 
the number of homeless families, including dependents, accommodated in all forms of emer-
gency accommodation funded and overseen by housing authorities.  Official homeless reports 
are published on my Department’s website  and can be accessed using the following link: www.
housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

These reports are based on data provided by housing authorities and produced through the 
Pathway Accommodation & Support System (PASS).  These reports capture details of individu-
als utilising State-funded emergency accommodation on a regional and county basis, arrange-
ments that are overseen by housing authorities.  

In the Dublin area, which accounts for some 85% of family homelessness, the Dublin Re-
gional Homeless Executive (DRHE) publishes data in relation to homelessness, including in 
relation to the numbers of families accommodated in commercial hotels. This information can 
be accessed on the DRHE website at the following link: www.homelessdublin.ie/homeless-
families.
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05/07/2017WRN04000Water Charges Refunds

05/07/2017WRN04100265. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government when water charges refunds will be paid to persons; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [31730/17]

05/07/2017WRN04200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic 
Water Services was published on 12 April 2017 and approved by both Houses of the Oireachtas.  
The Committee recommended that in respect of the most cost efficient mechanism of adhering 
to the principle of equity of treatment for those who have paid and have not paid water charges, 
such households should be compensated in an equitable manner. 

The Government approved the priority drafting of a Bill to give effect to the relevant rec-
ommendations set out in the Committee’s report on 30 May 2017.  My Department is working 
with the Attorney General’s Office on the drafting of the Bill with a view to it being published 
as soon as possible.

05/07/2017WRN04300Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme

05/07/2017WRN04400266. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 305 of 29 November 2016, if the 
comprehensive legal advice referred to has been fully analysed; if a decision has been made 
in the matter of providing ex gratia payments to former employees of LCDP companies made 
redundant and whereby no moneys were available to fund payments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [31751/17]

05/07/2017WRN04500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan 
Murphy): The issues in relation to the enhanced redundancy scheme referred to have been the 
subject of very careful consideration in my Department and I will write to the Deputy shortly 
in relation to the matter.

05/07/2017WRN04600Military Honours

05/07/2017WRN04700267. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Govern-
ment of the time or a subsequent Government honoured three persons (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [31653/17]

05/07/2017WRN04800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have been in-
formed that all three individuals who lost their lives during the Battle of the Tunnel, Congo, in 
December 1961 were awarded the Military Star which is awarded to those who died as a result 
of hostile action.  The Military Star was awarded to the three individuals at a State ceremony 
on 8 November, 1998.  The citations in relation to the award of the Military Star recognise the 
supreme sacrifice made by all three personnel.  Two of the three personnel were also awarded 
the Distinguished Service Medal (DSM) in 1967.  One of the medals was awarded with distinc-
tion and the other with merit.

05/07/2017WRN04900Sexual Offences Data
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05/07/2017WRN05000268. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of allegations of sexual abuse reported by serving members of the Defence Forces in each of 
the years 1990 to 2016, and to date in 2017; the number of cases that were proven and brought 
to court; the support services available to members that were abused; the financial compensa-
tion paid to persons that were abused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31668/17]

05/07/2017WRN05100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The issue of inter 
personal behaviour in all its formats within the Defence Forces is of the utmost importance to 
me and criminal activity of any nature will not be tolerated within the Defence Forces.  Whether 
an allegation is of a minor or a major nature there are a number of ways in which it can be in-
vestigated.  These are covered by statutory and regulatory provisions and range from low level 
informal interventions to prosecution. Defence Forces personnel may make a complaint of an 
alleged breach of criminal law to an Garda Síochána.

Members of the Defence Forces can avail of Personnel Support Services (PSS) which pro-
vides information, assistance and counselling on a range of matters including interpersonal 
problems.  As part of the PSS office, civilian social workers are also available to support De-
fence Forces personnel. In addition an independent and strictly confidential 24 hour care-line, 
manned by trained counsellors, is available to all Defence Forces personnel.  Face-to-face 
counselling can then be provided to individuals if required.

The function of the Medical Corps of the Defence Forces is to provide medical services 
to serving members of the Defence Forces and, where required, any serving member of the 
Defence Forces can be referred to psychiatry services, normally through a Medical Officer or 
contract General Practitioner.

The question posed by the Deputy seeks data over a period of almost 27 years.  In the con-
text of the question posed, the phrase “sexual abuse” is descriptive in nature and may not reflect 
the categorisation used to collate statistics.  However, I have asked my civil and military of-
ficials to assess what information can be collated which could satisfy all the data requested and 
I will revert to the Deputy on this point.

05/07/2017WRN05200Defence Forces Properties

05/07/2017WRN05300269. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason or 
fault for which a building (details supplied) was condemned and ordered out of bounds to all 
personnel; the date on which the building was condemned; the person that signed the order con-
demning the building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31724/17]

05/07/2017WRN05400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have been ad-
vised by the military authorities that it is not possible to provide the information requested 
by the Deputy within the allocated time.  However, I have requested that the information be 
sourced as a matter of urgency and I will reply to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

05/07/2017WRN05500Defence Forces Veterans Associations Funding

05/07/2017WRN05600270. Deputy James Browne asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the way in 
which his Department supports the work of an organisation (details supplied) which protects the 
welfare of ex-servicemen and women; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31804/17]

05/07/2017WRN05700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
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recognises the valued public service given by former servicemen and women of the Defence 
Forces to the State.

The Organisation of National Ex-Service Personnel (O.N.E.) is an organisation dedicated 
to looking after the welfare of ex-service personnel of the Irish Defence Forces.  It provides ac-
commodation to homeless, elderly or disabled members in need of such domestic accommoda-
tion and shelter as well as other assistance and advice as required. O.N.E. has accommodation 
in Smithfield, Dublin (Brú na bhFiann with 30 places), Athlone (7 places) and Letterkenny (7 
places), a drop-in centre in Limerick and an advice centre in Dundalk.

O.N.E. has enjoyed the long standing official recognition of the Department of Defence and 
the Defence Forces.  Officials from my Department hold regular meetings with O.N.E., and 
the other recognised veterans’ organisations, at which issues of concern to their members are 
discussed. As part of that process the Department has entered into a Service Level Agreement 
(SLA) with O.N.E.  Under the terms of the SLA, and as part of the supports currently offered to 
veterans, my Department provides financial support by way of an annual subvention to O.N.E. 
to support and encourage its work.  This subvention is currently €44,000 per annum.  The fund-
ing provided to O.N.E. by the Department of Defence is to support the general overheads of 
the organisation.  It is not for the provision of services that are provided to citizens, including 
members of O.N.E., from other arms of the State such as housing, health, social assistance, etc. 
Dublin City Council continues to support, on an ongoing basis, the O.N.E. homeless initiative 
in Smithfield.

I have committed to meeting the recognised veterans associations, including O.N.E., on an 
annual basis and I provide support by attendance at specific events whenever I can.  Only last 
Wednesday, 28 June 2017, I had pleasure in attending the launch of O.N.E.’s annual Fuchsia 
fundraising appeal.

An annual veterans day, organised by the Defence Forces, takes place, usually in September, 
which provides an opportunity for veterans to meet with their comrades.  In addition, local bar-
racks organise monthly events – Veterans Friday – which provide social occasions where veter-
ans can meet up with both serving and retired colleagues.  Discussions are ongoing with O.N.E. 
regarding possible locations for additional Veterans Support Centres throughout the country.   

The Defence Organisation and I are committed to continued engagement with O.N.E. into 
the future.

05/07/2017WRN05800Defence Forces Veterans

05/07/2017WRN05900271. Deputy James Browne asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
address the growing levels of homelessness among ex-servicemen and women; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [31806/17]

05/07/2017WRN06000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I recognise the 
valued public service given by former servicemen and women of the Defence Forces to the 
State.  My Department does not hold details of the incidence of homelessness among former 
members of the Defence Forces and the issue of housing and homelessness is a matter in the 
first instance for the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.  My Depart-
ment does not have a housing budget and does not provide homes or accommodation for retired 
personnel.

As I have stated in my response to other Parliamentary Questions, the Department has a 
Service Level Agreement with the Organisation of National Ex-Service Personnel (O.N.E.).  It 
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holds regular meetings with them to discuss issues that affect veterans.  O.N.E. is dedicated to 
looking after the welfare of ex-service personnel of the Irish Defence Forces by way of provid-
ing accommodation to homeless, elderly or disabled members in need of such domestic accom-
modation and shelter and other assistance that may be required.  O.N.E. is a limited company 
with charitable status.  O.N.E. has accommodation in Smithfield, Dublin (Brú na bhFiann with 
30 places), Athlone (7 places) and Letterkenny (7 places), a drop-in centre in Limerick and an 
advice centre in Dundalk.   

Any retired soldier, male or female, may contact the Smithfield centre directly and O.N.E. 
will assist by directing the person to other facilities within the Health Services, the local author-
ity services, or offer a room if vacant, in Dublin, Athlone or Letterkenny.


