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Questions Nos. 1 to 12, inclusive, answered orally.

Question No. 13 answered with Question No. 9.

Departmental Reviews

03/05/2017WRA0050014. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the exact initial work that has 
taken place on the 2017 capacity review; the exact arrangements being put in place for the re-
view to date; the timeline of the work of the review for 2017; the reporting as part of the bed 
capacity review which will be due for the Estimates process; if this will be published; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20210/17]

03/05/2017WRA00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has commenced the Health 
Service Capacity Review over recent weeks. My officials have been progressing work on the 
Review process, including putting in place the Review structures, drawing up the Terms of 
Reference, assessing external expertise requirements, and considering options for stakeholder 
consultation.  

The review is being led by my Department and will be overseen by a Steering Group.  The 
Steering Group is in place and includes senior officials from my Department and the Depart-
ments of the Taoiseach and Public Expenditure and Reform, the HSE, and experts with a clini-
cal and academic background.  The Steering Group met for the first time in March, and is meet-
ing again this month.  Also, an independent peer group of international health experts has been 
established to review and validate the review methodology and findings. 

The Terms of Reference for the review are as follows:

a)  To determine and review current capacity, both public and private, in the health system 
and benchmark with international comparators;

b)  To determine drivers of future demand and estimate impact on capacity requirements to 
2030; 

c)  To consider and analyse how key reforms to the model of care will impact on future 
capacity requirements across the system; and

d)  To provide an overall assessment, including prioritisation and sequencing, of future 
capacity requirements on a phased basis for the period 2017 – 2030 at a national and regional 
level, cognisant of resource availability.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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My Department has recently gone out to tender for technical, analytical and engagement 
expertise to assist in the Review process.

It is essential that this review is progressed sufficiently to enable it to feed into the mid-term 
review of the capital programme, which will take place later in the year.  While the review will 
consider capacity requirements over the next decade or so, I am also anxious that it also pro-
vides a short-term focus and determine how capital and other investment over the coming years 
can be best targeted, given the current pressures being experienced within our hospital services.  

I look forward to the emerging findings later in the year.

Occupational Therapy

03/05/2017WRA0070015. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the reason more than 1,000 
Cork children under 18 years of age were waiting more than a year for occupational therapy 
assessment in January 2017.  [20780/17]

03/05/2017WRA00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Primary Care 
Paediatric Occupational Therapists undertake a standardised and clinical assessment with the 
child, parent and or school, as appropriate.  Referrals are accepted from G.P’s, Public Health 
Nurses, Senior Medical Officers, Teachers and Parents and urgent cases are prioritised.

I have been informed by the HSE that there continues to be an increase in referral rates to 
the Primary Care Occupational Therapy   Services in the Cork and Kerry Community Health-
care Organisation area.  The number of referrals for the months January to March 2017 have 
increased by 20% on the same period last year which is impacting on the numbers waiting more 
than a year for occupational therapy services. 

To address the waiting list issue, a pilot initiative to deal with children aged 3 to 5 years, 
which will have the effect of reducing the waiting lists overall in an 8 month period, is currently 
under consideration.  If approved, this pilot initiative will get underway later this year.  

This initiative is in addition to the current work of the HSE National Therapy Service Re-
view Group established to address therapy waiting times, including those for access to Oc-
cupational Therapies.  This joint Primary Care and Social Care project will include a detailed 
analysis of waiting times and resource deployment across the country.  It will seek to make the 
services more responsive to people’s needs and also to put in place a standardised approach to 
the delivery of Occupational Therapy services across the country.

Hospitals Patronage

03/05/2017WRA0090016. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his views on the ownership of 
hospitals by religious organisations; if he will review this situation, in view of the extensive 
public funding over decades of these hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20687/17]

03/05/2017WRA01000106. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health his plans to review and 
separate the church ownership of health services across the State. [20408/17]

03/05/2017WRA01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 16 and 106 
together.
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As the Deputy is aware and will appreciate, voluntary and non-statutory providers, includ-
ing religious bodies, have historically played an important role in the provision of health and 
personal social services in Ireland.  Many of our largest and most developed health service 
providers are voluntary organisations, some with religious involvement.  

Ireland is not unique in the participation of voluntary organisations, including those with 
religious involvement, in the delivery of publicly funded healthcare.  However, it is proper that 
the frameworks within which service providers operate in delivering publicly funded heath 
services are subject to ongoing consideration.

In recent years, the nature of the relationship between voluntary organisations and the State 
has been clarified in a number of ways.  The HSE operates a robust Governance Framework 
which governs grant-funding provided to all Non-Statutory Service Providers and provides 
for detailed service level agreements.  In the voluntary sector, it is required practice for public 
capital investment to be accompanied by a lien which protects the State’s interest.  All public 
hospitals are regulated by HIQA and are subject to national clinical standards and guidelines. 
Moreover, as part of the establishment of hospital groups, voluntary hospitals will be required 
to plan and deliver services in a manner which integrates service provision with HSE-owned 
hospitals in the region.  These arrangements and controls are what are paramount in ensuring 
high quality care and patient safety, robust operational and clinical governance, and value for 
State investments.

I am open to giving further consideration to these relationships and the statutory and other 
controls which support the use of public funds to deliver health policy.

Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

03/05/2017WRA0120017. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the reason behind the 40% in-
crease in trolley numbers in Sligo University Hospital in March 2017 relative to March 2016. 
[20785/17]

03/05/2017WRA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In September the HSE launched its Winter 
Initiative Plan which provided €40 million of additional funding for winter preparedness.  The 
Initiative concluded at the end of March.  

A range of practical measures to address ED overcrowding were implemented, including 
90 additional beds, aids and appliances for over 4,450 patients, around 1,000 extra homecare 
packages and 615 additional transitional care bed approvals.   

During the Winter Initiative delayed discharges reduced from 638 in September 2016 to 434 
in December and were maintained below 500 from mid-December through to end February.  
This had a positive impact on trolley numbers and freed-up beds for use by patients awaiting 
admission.  Further, since the start of 2017 there have been approximately 5% less patients 
waiting on trolleys nationally compared to the same period last year. 

However, since the start of 2017, there has been an increase of around 20% in trolley num-
bers at Sligo University Hospital.  During March, Sligo ED experienced an increase of nearly 
9% in attendances, on March 2016. 

Following the Winter Initiative my Department and the HSE are currently engaged in a 
process to commence winter planning for next year and to achieve an improvement trajectory 
in ED performance.  A key learning from this year’s Initiative has been the need to put in place 
measures to support capacity and process improvement in Model 3 hospitals. 
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As such, the HSE’s Special Delivery Unit will be working closely with Sligo University 
Hospital to identify improvements that can be made to support patient flow through the Hospi-
tal, reduce trolley numbers and improve patients’ ED experience.

Services for People with Disabilities

03/05/2017WRA0140018. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children currently awaiting a first assessment from the HSE under the Disability Act 2005; and 
the number of assessments that are overdue for each local health office area, in tabular form. 
[20750/17]

03/05/2017WRA01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Dis-
ability Act 2005 provides for an assessment of the needs of eligible applicants occasioned by 
their disability.  The assessment of need must commence within three months of receipt of a 
completed application and must be completed within a further three months. 

There were a total of 3,960 applications overdue for completion at the end of 2016. 

The HSE recognises that it faces significant challenges in respect of meeting the statutory 
time-frames which apply to the assessment of need process.  Targeted action plans have been in 
place since early 2011 and measures have included prioritising assessments, holding additional 
clinics, using therapist in private practices and reconfiguring resources to target areas of great-
est need. 

In accordance with the Social Care Operational Plan 2017, the HSE has committed to im-
proving Disability Act compliance for assessment of need with a particular emphasis on putting 
in place improvement plans for CHOs that have substantial compliance challenges. 

The above measures will have a positive impact on the provision of clinical services for 
all children requiring access to health related supports. It is expected that the reconfiguration 
of services under Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young People (0-18s) Pro-
gramme will have a significant impact on our ability to comply with the statutory time-frames 
set out in the Disability Act and the accompanying regulations

The requested breakdown in tabular format will be forwarded to the Deputy.

Medicinal Products Availability

03/05/2017WRA0160019. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if asthma sufferers that have 
to cease medication during pregnancy can rejoin their medication programme without being 
penalised in any manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20800/17]

03/05/2017WRA01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that the medication in question 
relates to Omalizumab (Xolair), a drug used to treat asthma.  The provision of treatment to pa-
tients is based on clinical criteria and is a matter for the treating Consultant.  Individual patients 
should consult their GP or treating consultant in relation to their participation in a medication 
programme.

Hospitals Patronage
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03/05/2017WRA0180020. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health the assurances he can provide that 
the proposed agreement between the national maternity hospital and St. Vincent’s Hospital will 
not restrict the provision of medial procedures in the new facility. [20741/17]

03/05/2017WRA0190025. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health if he will report on his discussions 
with a group (details supplied) and the National Maternity Hospital regarding the ownership 
and governance of the National Maternity Hospital following its move to Elm Park, Dublin. 
[20688/17]

03/05/2017WRA0200030. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his views on the governance 
arrangements for the National Maternity Hospital upon moving to Elm Park, Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20686/17]

03/05/2017WRA0210055. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider 
plans to have an organisation (details supplied) as owners of the new maternity hospital at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital and instead ensure that it is fully owned by the State; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20690/17]

03/05/2017WRA0220073. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
situation in relation to the proposed maternity hospital in Elm Park and the independence of its 
clinical governance, in view of the involvement of an organisation (details supplied); the safe-
guards in place to ensure future State ownership of the hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20732/17]

03/05/2017WRA0230074. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if there are other ownership models 
in which the ownership of the National Maternity Hospital would not accrue to those owning 
the land at which the hospital is to be located. [20740/17]

03/05/2017WRA0240089. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to guarantee 
that women can access all services into the future at the National Maternity Hospital following 
its move to Elm Park, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20689/17]

03/05/2017WRA02500105. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he 
remains satisfied regarding the proposals for the new maternity hospital co located with St. 
Vincent’s Hospital; if he remains assured regarding the independence of the maternity hospital 
and the ability of its master and staff to deliver the services as they see fit independently and 
without restriction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20710/17]

03/05/2017WRA02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 20, 25, 30, 
55, 73, 74, 89 and 105 together.

Following extensive mediation discussions, agreement was reached late last year between 
the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group and the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) on the reloca-
tion of the NMH to the Elm Park campus.  The terms of the agreement, which has now been 
published, provides for the establishment of a new company - “The National Maternity Hospi-
tal at Elm Park DAC (limited by shares)”.

The new company will have clinical and operational, as well as financial and budgetary 
independence in the provision of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services.  This inde-
pendence will be assured by the reserved powers which are set out in the agreement and will 
be copperfastened by the golden share which will be held by the Minister for Health of the 
day.  These reserved powers can only be amended with the unanimous written approval of the 
Directors and with the approval of the Minister for Health.  The Board of the new NMH will 
comprise nine directors; four nominated by St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group, four by NMH, in-
cluding the Master, and one will be an international expert in obstetrics and gynaecology.  Two 
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of the NMH Directors will also sit on the St.Vincent’s Board.

The agreement ensures that a full range of health services will be available at the NMH at 
Elm Park without religious, ethnic or other distinction.  In that regard, I welcome the confirma-
tion by the Board of St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group that any medical procedure, which is in 
accordance with the laws of this State, will be carried out at the new hospital.

I should also acknowledge that the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group is making valuable land 
available, at no cost to the State, to facilitate the new NMH.  In doing so, they have foregone 
the opportunity to put this land to alternative use.

Now that the planning application for the development has been submitted we must now 
turn our focus to the legal mechanisms necessary to complete the project.  The hospital will be 
publicly funded, built on lands in the ownership of the St. Vincent’s and operated by the new 
company.  Over the next few weeks I will meet with both hospitals and will consider further 
the legal mechanisms necessary to absolutely protect the State’s considerable investment in 
the hospital, including the issue of ownership of the new facility.  I have indicated that, prior 
to the HSE entering into any construction contract, I will formally sanction the necessary ar-
rangements to ensure that the facilities are legally secured on an on-going basis for the delivery 
of publicly funded maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services commitments.  I should add 
that over the years we have made very significant capital investment in voluntary hospitals, and 
such facilities have always continued to be used for the delivery of publicly funded healthcare 
as intended. 

I intend to report to Government on this project at the end of May.  At that stage I expect to 
have further details on the legal and other arrangements envisaged and will make this informa-
tion available publicly.  This will allow for the necessary clarity well in advance of contractual 
or other commitments being entered into in respect of this project.

Finally, I would like reaffirm my commitment to this hugely important project.  The facili-
ties at Holles St. are no longer fit for purpose.  It is also acknowledged that for optimal clinical 
outcomes, maternity services should be co-located with adult acute services.  We need to move 
on with this project and provide women and infants with modern healthcare facilities.  I look 
forward to working with all stakeholders to deliver this new NMH.

Vaccination Programme

03/05/2017WRA0270021. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the detail of the 
information held by his Department after November 2009 regarding the safety profile of the 
Pandemrix vaccine compared to other vaccines for swine flu; and if his Department was briefed 
by the Irish Medicines Board as to the heightened risk of serious adverse drug reactions associ-
ated with the drug. [20206/17]

03/05/2017WRA02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As you are aware this matter is the subject 
of litigation in which plaintiffs allege personal injury in which they claim the development of 
narcolepsy (cataplexy) resulted from the administration of the H1N1 pandemic vaccine.  An 
Order requiring the defendants to make Discovery was made in the High Court on 28 Novem-
ber 2016 in the most advanced case.  Discovery is a legal process which must be carried out in 
accordance with Orders made by the Courts and both the Department of Health and the HSE are 
working to comply with the Order made in this case.  However, the size and complexity of the 
Discovery means that this is not a trivial or quick process and, to date, the HSE has identified 
300,000 records, and the Department over 465,000 records, all which must be examined and 
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scheduled by Counsel.  Consequently, I am currently not in a position to provide the detailed 
information  requested in this question.

Nevertheless, it is important to remember the context in which vaccination against influenza 
type A (H1N1) was introduced.  On 11 June 2009, following consideration by its Emergency 
Committee, the WHO raised the Influenza type A (H1N1) alert to Pandemic level 6 which 
officially declares a pandemic.  My Department activated the National Plan for pandemic in-
fluenza and, based on the advices of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee, ‘at risk’ 
groups were prioritised for vaccination.  Vaccination of children was prioritised as the rates of 
influenza were highest in those groups at that time.  The public pandemic vaccination campaign 
ended on 31 March 2010.  

The first reports of a link between pandemic influenza vaccination and narcolepsy came in 
the second half of 2010.  In August 2010, the Swedish pharmacovigilance authority reported 
that it was investigating six cases of narcolepsy reported by health care professionals as a pos-
sible adverse event following the use of Pandemrix vaccine during the pandemic.  This was 
followed later that month by reports from the Finnish National Institute for Health and Welfare 
noting there had been a more than expected number of cases of narcolepsy in children and ado-
lescents that year.  On 23 September 2010, the Committee on Human Medicinal Products of the 
European Medicines Agency concluded in its initial review of available data that the available 
evidence did not confirm a link but that more research was needed.  By the end of March 2011 
the Irish Medicines Board, now the Health Products Regulatory Authority, had received reports 
of two confirmed cases of narcolepsy following vaccination with pandemic vaccines.  My De-
partment and the HSE agreed that the Health Protection Surveillance Centre would work with 
the Irish Medicines Board and Irish clinical experts in narcolepsy to examine the Irish data and 
report back the findings.  The Final Report of National Narcolepsy Study Steering Committee 
was published on 19 April 2012. It found a 13-fold higher risk of narcolepsy in vaccinated com-
pared to unvaccinated individuals and the absolute increased risk associated with the vaccine 
was five narcolepsy cases per 100,000 vaccinated children and adolescents.

Hospital Services

03/05/2017WRA0290022. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
vision of a dedicated obstetrics theatre at UHK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20448/17]

03/05/2017WRA03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I can assure the Deputy that the Government 
is committed to the progressive development of maternity services.  In 2016, Ireland’s first 
National Maternity Strategy was published along with the HSE’s National Standards for Be-
reavement Care following Pregnancy Loss and Perinatal Death and HIQA’s National Standards 
for Safer Better Maternity Services.  Since December 2015, each maternity unit has published 
a monthly Maternity Patient Safety Statement as recommended by the Chief Medical Officer.  
These developments represent key building blocks to facilitate the provision of a consistently 
safe and high quality service.  

In addition, a National Women & Infants Health Programme has now been established with-
in the HSE to lead the management, organisation and delivery of maternity, gynaecological and 
neonatal services.  The Programme will ensure the consistent delivery of high quality care and 
oversee the development of Maternity Networks.  

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding University Hospital Kerry, I understand that the 
provision of a dedicated Obstetric Theatre forms part of a capital submission that is due for 
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consideration by the South South/West Hospital Group (SSWHG).  If approved, this proposal 
would then be referred to the Acute Hospital Division for consideration in the national context.

My Department has been assured by the SSWHG that arrangements are in place to mitigate 
any risk to patients.  In that regard it is understood that theatre scheduling ensures the avail-
ability of an Emergency Theatre every day.  In addition, the Consultant teams have worked 
successfully to date to ensure emergency access is provided if required.  While, occasionally, 
this can lead to delays for scheduled procedures, the hospital has advised that, to date, no such 
procedures have been cancelled to accommodate an obstetric emergency.

Stroke Care

03/05/2017WRA0310023. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if he will fund a properly resourced 
stroke register in addition to a rolling audit cycle incorporating acute, rehabilitation and com-
munity services every three years to ensure that service deficits are identified and addressed; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the current stroke register receives no dedicated 
funding and operates in only two thirds of hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20220/17]

03/05/2017WRA03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Clinical Programme for Stroke 
has been in place since early 2010. The vision of the programme is to design standardised 
models of integrated care pathways for the delivery of clinical care to ensure sustained quality 
clinical operational management.  Overall, the programme aims to improve quality, access and 
cost-effectiveness of stroke services in Ireland.

The programme can point to many improvements in Stroke care since its inception.  The 
HSE has previously advised my Department that emergency thrombolysis is provided now to 
patients in all regions of the country by improved hospital and ambulance protocols, health 
professional training and the appointment of new physicians. 

There is national 24/7 access to safe stroke thrombolysis, the rate of which has increased 
from 1% in 2006 to a current rate of 13%.  This exceeds the national target of 9%. 

Access to stroke unit care has been shown to improve stroke patient outcomes through re-
duced mortality rates, reduced dependency and shorter lengths of stay in hospital by patients.  
Since the commencement of the National Clinical Programme for Stroke, nine new stroke units 
have been opened, bringing the total number of stroke units in acute hospitals to twenty-two.  
This is a major improvement from the first national stroke care audit report in 2008 which re-
ported one stroke unit in the country.

The programme has also developed a range of care pathways to assist the streamlining and 
standardisation of stroke care delivery.

The cost objectives of the programme have also been met with more stroke patients experi-
encing improved clinical outcomes. Examples include:

-  Less stroke patients are dying in hospital: The rate has dropped from 16.2% in 2009 to 
14.1% in 2014 – an overall percentage reduction of 12.9%;

-  Less stroke patients are discharged to nursing homes – and therefore with improved dis-
ability outcomes: This has reduced from 17.7% in 2009 to 13.8% in 2014 – an overall percent-
age reduction of 22.1%;
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-  More stroke patients are discharged directly to home from acute hospitals: The rate has 
increased from 50.7% in 2009 to 51.6% in 2014;

-  The median acute hospital length of stay for stroke has fallen from 10 days in 2009 to 9 
days in 2014, with an estimated 19,000 bed days saved in the 2011-2014 period.

This is all good news for stroke patients. 

The HSE has advised my Department that funding for developments are considered annu-
ally and submitted to the Department of Health as part of the service planning process.  The 
HSE will be starting this process in the coming weeks for 2018. Requests for allocation of dedi-
cated funding for the Stroke Register will be considered in the context of the Estimates Process 
for 2018.

Hospital Appointments Administration

03/05/2017WRB0020024. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking to 
reduce the number of persons not presenting for outpatient appointments in the public health 
system; the annual cost of DNA’s nationally; the number of no shows per annum nationally; if 
he will consider a deposit system to ensure persons that no longer need an appointment would 
inform the service provider; the methodology used to ensure that deceased persons are removed 
from waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20449/17]

03/05/2017WRB00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In order to ensure that outpatient services 
are used to best effect, it is important that the HSE progresses initiatives to reduce the number 
of people not presenting for outpatient appointments.  Consequently, the HSE is investing in 
digital and technological systems to ensure that patients are appropriately reminded. 

One of the solutions eHealth Ireland has proposed is to provide a standardised national pa-
tient reminder service using SMS or email.  This solution has the potential to reduce the number 
of people who do not show up for appointments and reallocate those appointment slots to other 
patients.  This standardised national text reminder service project has already been initiated. 

In addition, under the new Outpatient Reform Programme, the hospital system will be mov-
ing to advanced booking systems which will allow patients two choices of appointment time.  
This process has been shown internationally to dramatically reduce patient failure to attend.

A waiting list validation service has also been proposed. The proposal is to validate waiting 
lists using SMS reminder messages which will quicken the validation process and increase ef-
ficiency.  A pilot is to be initiated shortly for both inpatient and outpatient services.

These initiatives are being progressed in conjunction with the HSE’s Outpatient Waiting 
List Action Plan 2017 which will be communicated shortly.

The cost of patients who “Did Not Attend” (DNA) is difficult to ascertain.  In order to ensure 
that outpatient clinics, and the time of clinical staff, are used to best effect, hospitals usually 
schedule a greater number of patients so that the clinic is fully utilised in the event that some 
patients fail to attend.  There is an administrative cost associated with DNAs, which is approxi-
mately €25 per patient visit.  According to the latest HSE data, current ‘Did Not Attend’ rates 
are at approximately 13%.  This translates into a cost of approximately €12 million.

With respect to a deposit system, I am not sure it would be effective having regard to the 
administrative overheads involved and the requirement for a legislative basis for charges.
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With regard to deceased persons, during routine validation of waiting lists by hospitals, 
deceased patients are removed from waiting lists. The waiting list validation service mentioned 
above will also assist in relation to this issue in the future.

Question No. 25 answered with Question No. 20.

Medical Conditions

03/05/2017WRB0050026. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his views on recent findings of the 
TILDA Wave report that the prevalence of untreated treatable conditions has not changed in 
four years. [20752/17]

03/05/2017WRB00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): TILDA, the 
Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing, examines the social, economic, and health circumstances 
of a representative sample of around 8,000 community-dwelling adults aged 50 years and older, 
resident in the Republic of Ireland.  It provides a valuable source of research on the current and 
future needs of an ageing population to inform policy responses to population ageing.  Every 
two years TILDA researchers undertake very detailed interviews with the participants in their 
home and every four years TILDA undertakes a very comprehensive health assessment with the 
majority of the participants.  During each wave of research, new areas of data are added bring-
ing new issues to light and building up a more comprehensive picture of older people in Ireland. 

The TILDA Wave 3 report which was published on 7 March and launched by my colleague 
Minister Corcoran Kennedy highlighted that the prevalence of untreated “treatable” conditions 
has not changed in four years.  These conditions include hypertension, high cholesterol, osteo-
porosis, osteopenia and atrial fibrillation which are the key risk factors for stroke, heart failure, 
kidney failure and injurious falls.  The report highlights that innovative policy interventions to 
raise awareness of these common and treatable disorders are critical. 

It is disappointing that the prevalence of untreated treatable conditions has not reduced since 
Wave 1 of TILDA.  It is therefore vital that this and other evidence emerging from TILDA is 
disseminated widely to inform policy and practice responses to ageing.  With that in mind the 
latest TILDA findings have been disseminated throughout the Department of Health.

The Department of Health is strongly supportive of TILDA’s work in building an evidence 
base for health policy and practice and has committed to funding the study for a further five 
years.  To ensure optimal transfer of the knowledge generated by TILDA, the Health Research 
Board, which is managing the TILDA contract on behalf of the Department, will set up a Knowl-
edge Translation Group to raise awareness of TILDA among policymakers across Government 
Departments and solicit suggestions for future evidence needs, as well as optimise the use of 
TILDA data and inform future waves.

The Programme for Partnership Government emphasises the priority of increasing access to 
safe, timely care, as close to patients’ homes as possible, and it recognises that general practice 
needs a new contract to address its changing role in delivering care.

There have been significant developments in general practice service in recent years, with 
more services being made available to our citizens.  Developments include a universal GP ser-
vice for all persons over 70 years, the introduction of a Diabetes Cycle of Care for adult GMS 
patients with Type 2 Diabetes as well as an enhanced support framework for rural GPs and a 
revised list of special items of service to encourage the provision of more services in the pri-
mary care setting.
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The next phase of discussions on a new GP contract is underway and I look forward to posi-
tive and constructive engagements with GP representatives in the months ahead.

Hospital Services

03/05/2017WRB0070027. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
posed new endoscopy unit at Naas hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20737/17]

03/05/2017WRB00800236. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the capital 
funding for the new endoscopy unit under the review of the capital plan following his meeting 
in April 2017 with management from Naas General Hospital, County Kildare and the Dublin 
Midlands Hospital Group in connection with funding for the new endoscopy unit at the hospi-
tal. [20976/17]

03/05/2017WRB00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 27 and 236 
together.

The project to be delivered at Naas General Hospital is more extensive than the endoscopy 
services department referred to.  It also includes accommodation and ancillary services to sup-
port the new physical medicine, physical therapy, oncology services and day procedures depart-
ments, a duplex (rather than simplex) reverse osmosis filtration system and two lifts.  All stages 
of capital projects, including the design and tendering processes, are subject to review to ensure 
that the projects deliver value for money.  This includes, where possible, ‘future proofing’ to 
ensure that capital developments meet not just current standards but that provision is made for 
additional capacity and / or improved equipping and that these are addressed appropriately.  
This has resulted in a significant increase in the scope of the project and as a consequence its 
estimated cost.

I recently met with management of Naas Hospital to discuss their plans for increased en-
doscopy services facilitated by the development of a new Endoscopy Unit.   Funding will be 
considered in the context of the future capital envelope for the health service and the overall 
priorities for future service development in the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.  It is proposed 
that there will be a mid-term review of the State’s capital envelope, which will assess progress, 
review emerging pressures and demands.  It is expected that this mid-term review will be com-
pleted in 2017.

HSE Investigations

03/05/2017WRB0100028. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to parliamentary 
Question No. 91 of 8 March 2017, replied to by the HSE on 31 March 2017 (details supplied), 
the number of investigations into the care of vulnerable adults in either foster care, residential 
settings or other State care setting in each of the years 2013 to 2016; the liaison his Department 
officials have with the HSE’s national safeguarding office regarding the approximate 7,500 
safeguarding concerns reported during 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20202/17]

03/05/2017WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I understand 
that the Health Service Executive (HSE) has already responded to the Deputy in respect of 
his enquires regarding the number of investigations into the care of vulnerable adults in either 
foster care, residential settings or other State care setting in each of the years 2013 to 2016.  In 
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its response of 31 March 2017 to the Deputy, the HSE advised that there were 5,278 safeguard-
ing concerns reported in Q1-Q3 2016, which was anticipated to rise to over 7,500 concerns by 
the end of Q4 2016.  The HSE has also advised that 2016 represents the first year it collected 
national data in respect of safeguarding concerns pertaining to older persons and persons with 
disabilities.     

I will now set out the position in respect of the second element of the Deputy’s question, 
namely the liaison my Departmental officials have had to date with the HSE’s National Safe-
guarding Office regarding the approximate 7,500 safeguarding concerns reported during 2016.

The safety and protection of vulnerable people in the care of the State is paramount.  This 
Government’s primary concern is that the needs of the residents are being prioritised and ad-
dressed.  As the Deputy will be aware, a number of important steps have been taken in recent 
years to strengthen the protection afforded to vulnerable children and adults in the States’s day 
care and residential care settings.  Some of these measures, such as the establishment in early 
2014 of the Child and Family Agency, TUSLA, for example, are outside the remit of my De-
partment.

Within the health sector specifically, the HSE published its national safeguarding policy and 
procedures, Safeguarding Vulnerable People at Risk of Abuse, in December 2014.  This safe-
guarding policy was the first such HSE policy to encompass both elder abuse and concerns of 
abuse relating to people availing of disability services.  

A number of important steps have been taken to progress implementation of this policy, in-
cluding the establishment by the HSE of a National Safeguarding Office, and the establishment 
of Safeguarding and Protection Teams in each of the Executive’s CHO areas.  In addition, a Na-
tional Safeguarding Committee was formally established in December 2015.  The Committee 
has multi-agency and inter-sectoral representation, including representation from the Depart-
ment of Health.  The Committee is independently chaired by Ms. Patricia T Rickard-Clarke.  
It has agreed Terms of Reference but its overarching remit is to support the development of a 
societal and organisational culture, which promotes the rights of persons who may be vulner-
able and safeguards them from abuse.  Its remit extends beyond abuse of elderly and disabled 
persons and recognises that any vulnerable adult can be subject to abuse.  Vulnerability can be 
a transient or permanent state depending on many influences. 

The Safeguarding Committee published its Strategic Plan for 2017 – 2021 on 20 December 
2016.  One of its strategic objectives is the initiation of conversations with Government and 
Oireachtas Committees on the development of legislation on adult safeguarding.  The work 
to date of the National Safeguarding Committee has confirmed that the scope of the issues 
around the safeguarding of vulnerable adults goes far beyond the area of health and that a much 
broader, cross-sectoral approach is needed.  I fully support the principle of providing a legisla-
tive basis for the safeguarding of vulnerable adults and I am committed to working with my 
Government colleagues across all the relevant Government Departments to this end.   

My Departmental officials liaise with their HSE counterparts on a regular basis, both in re-
spect of safeguarding policy and in respect of specific individual safeguarding concerns.

Question No. 29 answered with Question No. 9.

Question No. 30 answered with Question No. 20.

Speech and Language Therapy



3 May 2017

137

03/05/2017WRB0140031. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health If he will examine delays in parents 
accessing speech and language therapy for their children in the Crumlin area of the HSE specifi-
cally in the case of a person (details supplied); and his plans to ensure vulnerable children at a 
key developmental age are not left without key services such as these. [20803/17]

03/05/2017WRB01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Maternity Services

03/05/2017WRB0160032. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason detailed 20 week rou-
tine scans for pregnant women are not provided routinely and offered to all patients; his plans 
to extend this facility from the current six maternity units to the 19 maternity units; the status of 
the development of the clinical guidelines for the provision of 20 week scans; when this will be 
completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20212/17]

03/05/2017WRB0170061. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will ring-fence funding 
specifically for the necessary investment requirement in terms of equipment and personnel for 
providing 20 week routine scans for pregnant women; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20215/17]

03/05/2017WRB01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 32 and 61 
together.

I am advised that foetal anomaly scans are available in all Hospital Groups.  Those hospi-
tals/maternity units currently providing anomaly scans accept referrals from other maternity 
units, if requested. This occurs where the medical team in the referring maternity unit consider 
that an anomaly scan is clinically indicated. 

The National Maternity Strategy is very clear that all women must have equal access to 
standardised ultrasound services and, consequently, the issue of anomaly scanning is a prior-
ity issue for the newly established HSE National Women and Infants Health Programme.  An 
early priority for the Programme will be to develop clinical guidance regarding routine detailed 
scans at 20 weeks.  In the meantime, the Programme will continue to work with the six Hospital 
Groups to assist in increasing access to anomaly scans for those units with limited availability. 

One of the current challenges to increase access to anomaly scans is the recruitment of 
ultrasonographers.  In this context it is expected that the establishment of maternity networks 
across hospital groups will assist in developing a sustainable model that ensures that all women 
within each hospital group can access anomaly scans.  The Programme has advised that there is 
some resource available to support this initiative in 2017, and a submission will be made to the 
estimates process for 2018 for the additional funding.

Hospital Waiting Lists

03/05/2017WRC0020033. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the reason the number of persons 
waiting over a year for their consultation in Mayo University Hospital has almost doubled in 
the year to March 2017 [20777/17]

03/05/2017WRC00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
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€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for 
a daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2,000 daycases will be managed through 
this process and patients are already receiving appointments.  The main areas of focus of the 
daycase procedures will be those list with large numbers of long waiters including: ENT, Oph-
thalmology, General Surgery, Dental, Urology and Vascular Surgery.  

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
These plans have now been finalised and will be communicated shortly.

03/05/2017WRC00350Health Services Staff Recruitment

03/05/2017WRC0040034. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the measures he has taken to address 
the significant shortfall in OT and SLT therapists to provide the inputs for children with dis-
abilities outlined in the service statement under the Disability Act; the way he plans to remedy 
this staff deficit, including the increased deficit which would occur if statutory deadlines were 
kept; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20805/17]

03/05/2017WRC0050071. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the measures he has taken to address 
the significant staffing deficit leading to failure to keep to statutory deadlines for assessment 
and reporting on needs under the Disability Act; the way this staff deficit will be remedied; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20804/17]

03/05/2017WRC00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 34 and 71 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Rare Diseases Strategy Implementation

03/05/2017WRC0070035. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the status of the development of the 
rare disease register; the details of the progress made to date on implementing the rare disease 
plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20213/17]

03/05/2017WRC00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
The National Rare Disease Plan recommended that an Oversight Implementation Group of 
relevant stakeholders, including patients’ groups, be established to oversee and monitor imple-
mentation of the plan’s recommendations.  This group was established by the Department of 
Health in 2015 and it has met on a number of occasions.  One of the principal recommenda-
tions in the Plan was the establishment of a National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases.  
This programme was to be responsible for, over time and among other functions, assisting with 
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mapping and developing care pathways for rare diseases; facilitating timely access to centres 
of expertise – nationally and internationally; and developing care pathways with European 
Reference Centres for those ultra-rare disorders where there may not be sufficient expertise in 
Ireland.

In line with this recommendation, a National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases was 
established in 2013 under the National Clinical Strategy and Programmes Division of the HSE.  
The programme is a joint initiative between the HSE and the Royal College of Physicians of 
Ireland.  This clinical programme is the channel for assisting with the advancement of a number 
of other recommendations in the plan, such as those on National Centres of Expertise for rare 
diseases; and in this vein, the programme designed a framework for the designation of Irish 
Centres of Expertise in cooperation with the HSE Acute Hospitals Division in line with the 
recommendations stipulated in the national plan. 

The Rare Diseases National Plan also recommended that  ‘the National Clinical Programme 
for Rare Diseases through a National Office for Rare Diseases develop the clinical and organi-
sational governance framework that would underpin care pathways and access to treatment for 
rare disease patients, particularly in the context of transition from paediatric to adult care’.  As 
such the National Clinical Programme has developed a draft transition model of care which is 
currently in the public consultation stage.

The National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases and the Department of Health encour-
aged designated centres of expertise to participate in European Reference Networks (ERNs) for 
Rare Diseases in line with the national plan. ERNs are European networks connecting health 
care providers and centres of expertise so that international expertise on specific rare diseases 
may be pooled together for the benefit of patients.  Any centre applying for membership of an 
ERN must have strategies in place to ensure that care is patient-centred; that patients’ rights 
and preferences are respected; and must show a research component to their work.  Hence, the 
recommendations in the national plan that related to empowering and protecting patients and 
carers, and research on rare diseases will be fulfilled in part through this process.  It is expected 
that ERNs will have a major structuring effect by linking thematic expert centres across the EU.

With the encouragement of the National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases and the De-
partment of Health, five centres of expertise were designated in June 2016 during the first round 
of calls from the European Commission for participation in European Reference Networks.  
Three of these designated centres applied for membership of ERNs and two were approved. 

In 2014, the Minister for Health announced €850,000 for investment into charity-led re-
search priorities, which particularly benefits rare disease research.  Five charities were to 
provide matching funding bringing the total investment to €1.9 million.  They were to share 
€850,000 in State funding to take part in international research into rare medical conditions.  In 
2016, the next cohort of projects was funded by the State with €1.686M, matched by charity 
funding of €1.224M.  The total funding of €2.91M is shared between 11 charities.  Six of the 15 
projects with a total value of €1.1M address rare diseases.  The next round of this joint funding 
initiative will open in autumn 2017.  The EU commission now intends to explore the possibility 
to further strengthen the collaboration between Member States and the Commission in the area 
of research on rare diseases. 

The establishment of a National Rare Disease Office (NRDO) featured prominently in the 
recommendations of the Rare Disease plan.  The national office has now been established by 
the HSE.  It is, among other functions, providing up-to-date information regarding new treat-
ment and management options, including clinical trials.  The NRDO has already performed 
a preliminary situation analysis of the existing rare disease registries and is in the process of 
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assigning these known registries on our national Orphanet site, which is the international rare 
disease reference and information portal funded by the EU.

A number of recommendations about access to appropriate drugs and technologies were 
contained in the plan.  One chief recommendation in this regard refers to the HSE developing 
a Working Group to bring forward appropriate decision criteria for the reimbursement of or-
phan medicines and technologies; and that the approach should include an assessment system 
similar to that for cancer therapies established under the National Cancer Control Programme.  
The HSE Acute Hospitals Division is developing the terms of reference, required membership 
and reporting relationship for this committee.  This Committee will also be supported by the 
National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases Clinical Advisory Group.

The national plan for rare diseases recommended that the Health Identifiers Bill and the 
Health & Patient Safety Bill be published.  The former was published in 2013 and enacted in 
2014.  The Individual Health Identifier part of the project is now being implemented by the 
HSE.  A revised and much expanded General Scheme of a Health Information and Patient 
Safety Bill was approved by the government in November 2015 and published on the Depart-
ment’s website.  It is currently with the Attorney-General’s Office for formal drafting and with 
the Oireachtas Committee on Health for Pre-Legislative Scrutiny. 

Two recommendations referred to training in rare diseases for healthcare professionals.  The 
Department of Health has contacted formally the various healthcare representative and profes-
sional bodies about implementing these recommendations.

The issue of rare diseases and of the creation of an all-island patient register has been raised 
in the context of ongoing discussions at North-South meetings.  The determination of policy 
and practice in relation to registers in (the Republic of) Ireland is currently being examined 
in the context of a broader review of health information policy which is underway within the 
Department of Health.

Hospital Waiting Lists

03/05/2017WRC0090036. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the progress of the commitments 
he made in respect of reducing surgery waiting times for children suffering from scoliosis; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20728/17]

03/05/2017WRC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In order to reduce the numbers of long-
waiting patients for scoliosis surgery, I asked the HSE to develop an action plan for 2017.  The 
plans have now been finalised and will be communicated shortly.  Every patient, including chil-
dren under the age of 14, who needs to be treated in 2017 has been considered and is included 
in the plan.  

As a result of the recent recruitment campaigns, additional nurses are in post which have 
facilitated an additional day a week of theatre in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin since 
7 April 2017.  A number of nurses have commenced work in April, and a consultant is due to 
take up post in June.  This will increase theatre capacity by a further two days a week from July 
2017.

HSE Staff

03/05/2017WRC0110037. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the 
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disability complaints section in the HSE is adequately staffed to deal with the complaints that 
are currently being received, in view of the fact there were 1,600 complaints in 2016 and 900 
are still outstanding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20691/17]

03/05/2017WRC01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Appointments Delays

03/05/2017WRC0130038. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the action which will be 
taken to address the fact that more than 6,000 outpatient appointments are outstanding for more 
than 18 months in Cork hospitals as of March 2017. [20766/17]

03/05/2017WRC01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I acknowledge that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and am conscious of the impact of this on people’s lives.  

Reducing waiting times for the longest waiting patients is one of this Government’s key 
priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated €20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million 
in 2018.   

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
These plans have now been finalised and will be communicated shortly. 

The plan to reduce outpatient waiting lists will include two work-streams to address both 
short-term achievement and long-term sustainable goals.  The short-term actions will mainly 
focus on enhanced chronological scheduling, process improvements, as well as administrative 
and clinical validation.  Longer-term measures will also be implemented, such as referral path-
ways and integrated referral management systems.

03/05/2017WRC01450Hospital Appointments Delays

03/05/2017WRC0150039. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health the measures being put in place 
to reduce outpatient waiting times in Beaumont and the Mater Hospital, at which more than 
11,000 consultations were outstanding for more than a year in March 2017. [20792/17]

03/05/2017WRC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I acknowledge that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and am conscious of the impact of this on people’s lives.  

Reducing waiting times for the longest waiting patients is one of this Government’s key 
priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated €20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million 
in 2018.   

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
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List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
These plans have now been finalised and will be communicated shortly. 

The plan to reduce outpatient waiting lists will include two work-streams to address both 
short-term achievement and long-term sustainable goals.  The short-term actions will mainly 
focus on enhanced chronological scheduling, process improvements, as well as administrative 
and clinical validation.  Longer-term measures will also be implemented, such as referral path-
ways and integrated referral management systems.

Hospital Waiting Lists

03/05/2017WRC0170040. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he expects to see a real and 
substantial improvement in hospital waiting lists. [20743/17]

03/05/2017WRC01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for 
a daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2,000 daycases will be managed through 
this process and patients are already receiving appointments.  The main areas of focus of the 
daycase procedures will be those list with large numbers of long waiters including: ENT, Oph-
thalmology, General Surgery, Dental, Urology and Vascular Surgery.  

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
These plans have now been finalised and will be communicated shortly. 

Accident and Emergency Departments

03/05/2017WRC0190041. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the reason overcrowding in the 
emergency department in the Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise had doubled in March 
2017 relative to March 2014. [20788/17]

03/05/2017WRC02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Emergency Department (ED) attendances 
at the Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise to end March this year are down approximately 
7.8% with admittances down approximately 12%.  However, trolley numbers have increased 
approximately 25% year to date as compared to last year.

The HSE’s Special Delivery Unit (SDU) undertook a site visit to the Midland Regional 
Hospital, Portlaoise in February 2017.  A number of areas for efficiency improvement were 
identified in managing patient flow.  The Dublin Midlands Hospital Group is working closely 
with the SDU and staff at the hospital to address areas for improvement identified in the ED and 
inpatient medical services.

As the Deputy will be aware,  in September the HSE launched  its ‘Winter Initiative Plan 
2016-2017’ which provided €40 million of additional funding for winter preparedness. 

My Department and the HSE are committed to utilising the key learning from the Winter 
Initiative to develop a plan focused on working with hospitals including the Midland Regional 
Hospital, Portlaoise, to improve performance in relation to reducing the number of patients 
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that have to wait on trolleys and the overall patient ED experience.  This important work will 
provide a framework around the preparation of the 2017/2018 plans for Winter preparedness. 

Primary Care Centres Provision

03/05/2017WRC0210042. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date regarding 
the provision of three primary care centres in Dublin mid west (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20452/17]

03/05/2017WRC02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

National Drugs Strategy Publication

03/05/2017WRC0230043. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of work on the new 
national drugs strategy; when the strategy will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20456/17]

03/05/2017WRC02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Government 
is committed to putting a new National Drugs Strategy in place from 2017 onwards, when the 
current policy expires.  A Steering Committee with an independent chair has been established 
to advise me on the new Strategy.  This committee has been mandated to develop an integrated 
public health approach to substance misuse, which is defined as the harmful or hazardous use of 
psychoactive substances, including alcohol and illegal drugs.  It is envisaged that the new Strat-
egy will be based on a health-led approach to the drug problem and build on progress achieved 
under previous drug strategies. 

I understand that the Steering Committee is continuing with its deliberations with a view to 
presenting its final report to me shortly.  I hope to bring my proposals to Government thereafter.  
Once approved by Government, the new strategy will then be published by the Department of 
Health.

Question No. 44 answered with Question No. 9.

03/05/2017WRD00200Mental Health Services Data

03/05/2017WRD0030045. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of CAMHTs operating 
across the State; the number of these which have a full complement of staff; the number of va-
cant positions; the length of time they have been vacant; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20711/17]

03/05/2017WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 9.

03/05/2017WRD00600Disability Support Services
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03/05/2017WRD0070047. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the detail of the proposed amend-
ments to the review of the capital programme for disability and intellectual disability services in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20454/17]

03/05/2017WRD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRD00900Respite Care Services Provision

03/05/2017WRD0100048. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
respite care for families in County Donegal with children who have life-limiting conditions and 
high complex needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20455/17]

03/05/2017WRD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRD01200General Practitioner Services Provision

03/05/2017WRD0130049. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the worrying 
trend of a lack of general practitioners in rural Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20450/17]

03/05/2017WRD01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to the con-
tinued development of GP capacity to ensure that patients across the country continue to have 
access to GP services, especially in remote rural areas and also in disadvantaged urban areas, 
and that general practice is sustainable in all areas into the future.  I want to ensure that existing 
GP services are retained and that general practice remains an attractive career option for newly-
qualified GPs.

The Programme for Partnership Government commits to increasing the number of GP train-
ing places to 259 places annually.  In July 2016, the GP training intake increased from 157 to 
172 places.  The number of training places increased again this year with 186 places offered; 
however, only 177 places have been formally accepted.  While it is of course disappointing 
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that all the available places were not filled, it must be acknowledged that there has been a huge 
expansion in the training scheme in recent years.  In 2009, there were 120 places available and 
in 2017 there are 186 places available.  This is an increase of 55% in seven years.  I am anxious 
to achieve further increases in the number of GP training places in future years, and to ensure 
that all the available places are filled, in order to meet the future manpower needs of general 
practice.

Further efforts undertaken in recent years to increase the number of practising GPs in-
clude changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more flexible/shared 
GMS/GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS scheme, allowing 
GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday, as well as the introduction of an enhanced 
supports package for rural GP practices.  These steps should help to address the future demand 
for GPs by enticing GPs who may have ceased practising for family or other reasons back into 
the workforce, facilitating GPs to work past the standard retirement age and encouraging more 
GPs to work in rural areas.

In addition, I have repeatedly emphasised the need for a new GP services contract which 
will help modernise our health service and develop a strengthened primary care sector, and 
health service management have already progressed a number of significant measures through 
engagement with GP representatives in recent years.  The next phase of engagement on a new 
GP contract is under way and the sustainability of general practice in rural areas will be consid-
ered in this context.  The review process will also seek to introduce further measures aimed at 
making general practice a fulfilling and rewarding career option into the future.

03/05/2017WRD01500Nursing Home Services

03/05/2017WRD0160050. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing 
homes in Galway city and county with which the HSE west has entered into contracts for the 
provision of long-term and short-term nursing home care, that is convalescence and respite 
beds; the names and locations of the nursing homes; the nature and costs of the contract; the 
process by which the nursing homes were selected; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20733/17]

03/05/2017WRD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/05/2017WRD01800Hospitals Building Programme

03/05/2017WRD0190051. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to allocate funding 
towards improvement and extension works at the emergency department at Cavan General 
Hospital in view of increased attendances over the past number of years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20201/17]

03/05/2017WRD02000224. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided in 
2017 towards the upgrading and extension of the emergency department at Cavan General Hos-
pital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20200/17]

03/05/2017WRD02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 51 and 224 
together.

In September the HSE launched its Winter Initiative Plan which provided €40 million of 
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additional funding for winter preparedness.  The Initiative concluded at the end of March.

A range of practical measures to address ED overcrowding were implemented, including 
90 additional beds, aids and appliances for over 4,450 patients, around 1,000 extra homecare 
packages and 615 additional transitional care bed approvals.

During the Winter Initiative delayed discharges reduced from 638 in September 2016 to 434 
in December and were maintained below 500 from mid-December through to end February.  
This had a positive impact on trolley numbers and freed-up beds for use by patients awaiting 
admission.  Further, since the start of 2017 there have been approximately 5% less patients 
waiting on trolleys nationally compared to the same period last year.

Cavan ED performed well this winter and HSE data indicate that there has been an 85% 
decrease in the number of patients waiting on trolleys so far this year compared to the same 
period last year.  This has been achieved through improved performance by the Hospital and a 
3% decrease in attendances.

The RCSI Hospital Group has identified the need for development of the resuscitation area 
in Cavan Emergency Department.  Any future investment in the Hospital must be considered 
within the overall acute hospital infrastructure programme, the prioritised needs of the Hospital 
Group and within the overall capital envelope available to the health service.

During 2017 my Department will work with the HSE and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform to conduct a mid-term review of the capital programme.

03/05/2017WRD02200Hospitals Funding

03/05/2017WRD0230052. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if additional resources will be 
allocated to the existing cardiac catheterisation laboratory at University Hospital Waterford in 
order to increase the laboratory’s current capacity to accommodate the estimated 450 additional 
procedures that will be referred there through additional diagnostic angiograms set to be pro-
vided by the mobile catherisation lab; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20729/17]

03/05/2017WRD02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy will be aware that, in his review 
of cath lab services in University Hospital Waterford (UHW), Dr Niall Herity recommended 
investment to enhance cardiac services at the hospital and to provide an additional 8 hours’ cath 
lab activity per week to address waiting times and to provide improved access for patients.  At 
the time of the report’s publication, I committed to providing the additional resources to UHW 
as recommended.  I am pleased therefore to confirm that an additional €500,000 has been al-
located to the hospital for 2017.

03/05/2017WRD02500Hospital Waiting Lists

03/05/2017WRD0260053. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the reason as of the end of 
March 2017 more than 1,750 children were waiting more than a year for scheduled treatment in 
the three children’s hospitals in Dublin. [20789/17]

03/05/2017WRD02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
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list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2,000 daycases will be managed through this 
process and patients are already receiving appointments.

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
The plans have now been finalised and will be communicated shortly.

In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.

03/05/2017WRD02800Mental Health Services Provision

03/05/2017WRD0290054. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the delays 
parents of autistic children are experiencing in accessing child and adult mental health services 
over the past 12 months; the reason children are being refused services at key developmental 
ages and experiencing delays that will impact on their future development; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20736/17]

03/05/2017WRD0300088. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the way in which he intends to 
comply with the Disability Act 2005, which lays out clear timelines for the assessment of need, 
in view of the fact that there is currently a backlog of 4,600 children; and when he expects this 
backlog to be cleared. [20735/17]

03/05/2017WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 54 and 88 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 55 answered with Question No. 20.

03/05/2017WRD03300Hospital Services

03/05/2017WRD0340056. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if, having met with various stake-
holders and having had the opportunity to study the report and recommendations supplied by 
a person (details supplied) in December 2016, he has made a decision regarding the future of 
accident and emergency services in the Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise. [20204/17]

03/05/2017WRD0350067. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence from 
a person (details supplied) to his Department expressing concerns about the lack of a plan for 
service provision at the Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise. [20203/17]

03/05/2017WRD03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 56 and 67 
together.
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My Department and the HSE are committed to securing and developing the role of Portlao-
ise Hospital within the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.

Reports on Portlaoise Hospital in recent years point to the need for reconfiguration of some 
services to ensure that patients are treated in the most appropriate setting by specialist staff that 
can safely meet their needs.  The HSE has submitted a draft Action Plan to my Department and 
it is currently being reviewed in detail.

The most important issue in relation to any changes at Portlaoise Hospital is that patient 
safety and good quality outcomes must come first.  Any changes to services at Portlaoise, once 
approved, will be undertaken in a planned and orderly manner to further improve services for 
patients at the hospital and will take account of existing patient flows and demands in other 
hospitals, as well as the need to develop particular services at Portlaoise in the context of the 
overall service configuration in the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.

03/05/2017WRE0010003/05/2017WRE00200Hospital Waiting Lists

03/05/2017WRE0030057. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the reason for the ongoing deterio-
ration in waiting times at the three children’s hospitals in Dublin, with more than 10,000 wait-
ing over a year for an outpatient appointment in March 2017. [20767/17]

03/05/2017WRE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2,000 daycases will be managed through this 
process and patients are already receiving appointments.  

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
The plans have now been finalised and will be communicated shortly.

In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.

03/05/2017WRE00500Addiction Treatment Services

03/05/2017WRE0060058. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the delivery 
of a new recovery-based model for the treatment of dual diagnosis or mental health and addic-
tion in the HSE’s services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20712/17]

03/05/2017WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/05/2017WRE00800Health Services Staff Recruitment

03/05/2017WRE0090059. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 238 of 25 January 2017, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that south 
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Connemara has been without a physiotherapy service since August 2016, leaving patients bereft 
of an essential health service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20731/17]

03/05/2017WRE01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that the Health Service Execu-
tive (HSE) forwarded a response to the Deputy on 1 February 2017 in relation to question 238 
of 25 January 2017.  As this question relates to service matters, I have again arranged for the 
question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/05/2017WRE01100Medicinal Products

03/05/2017WRE0120060. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce sub-
sidised asthma medication in the absence of asthma being recognised on the long-term illness 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20799/17]

03/05/2017WRE01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 32.

03/05/2017WRE01500Orthodontic Services Data

03/05/2017WRE0160062. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of persons under 16 
years of age in the Cavan-Monaghan LHO area waiting one to six months, seven to 12 months, 
13 to 24 months, 25 to 48 months and over 48 months for orthodontic treatment. [20245/17]

03/05/2017WRE01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRE01800Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

03/05/2017WRE0190063. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of properties the HSE 
has a lien on in terms of the fair deal scheme. [20199/17]

03/05/2017WRE02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/05/2017WRE02100Suicide Prevention

03/05/2017WRE0220064. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of both the national and 
local implementation plans on Connecting for Life. [20748/17]

03/05/2017WRE02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Connecting 
for Life is Ireland’s National Strategy to reduce Suicide 2015 – 2020.  It sets out a vision where 
fewer lives are lost through suicide, and where communities and individuals are empowered to 
improve their mental health and wellbeing.  This vision is to be realised through seven goals. 
These are better understanding of suicidal behaviour; supporting communities to prevent and 
respond to suicidal behaviour; targeted approaches for those vulnerable to suicide; improved 
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access, consistency and integration of services; safe and high-quality services; reduce access to 
means; and better data and research.

The Cross-Sectoral Connecting for Life Implementation Steering Group was established in 
2015 in response to the actions set out in Connecting for Life, the national strategy to reduce 
suicide.  This strategy contains a detailed and clear plan to achieve each of the goals it proposes, 
with defined actions and a lead agency and key partners in place for each individual action.  As a 
whole of government strategy, Connecting for Life requires cross-sectoral leadership, resource 
structures and teams for implementation. 

The structures exist at national, organisational and local level and include the National Of-
fice for Suicide Prevention (NOSP), to oversee the implementation of Connecting for Life; the 
National Cross-Sectoral Steering and Implementation Group, with responsibility for high-lev-
el implementation planning and addressing national blockages to implementation; a National 
Taskforce on Youth Mental Health, convened to consider how best to introduce and teach resil-
ience and coping mechanisms to children and young people, and to provide national leadership 
on youth mental health and wellbeing; a Pathfinder project, which is providing the mechanism 
for shared whole-of-government approach to youth mental health and suicide prevention; a 
cross-departmental group consisting of the Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment, The Press Council and NOSP focused on improving the reporting of suicidal 
behaviour within the media; and a multi-agency Central Statistics Office Liaison Group on 
suicide mortality statistics.

The 23 lead agencies responsible for actions report twice per year to NOSP on progress 
against Actions (Action Reporting Template). NOSP collates the activities and provides a report 
to the National Implementation Group.  The most recent return of this template, in November 
2016, showed the number of actions for which progress was achieved in November 2016 was 
65 of 69, amounting to 94%.

The majority of the actions within Connecting for Life will be delivered by the HSE (44 
of the 66 individual lead agency actions).  The HSE Cross-Divisional Implementation Group 
(Primary Care, Acute Hospitals, Health and Wellbeing, Mental Health and NOSP) is fully op-
erational. Oversight is provided by the HSE National Leadership Team.  This committee has 
established structures and processes to agree a HSE cross-divisional Connecting for Life Imple-
mentation Plan. 

Additionally, as part of this national strategy, local implementation plans for each CHO 
either have been or are being developed.  There will be 26 local suicide prevention action plans 
by Quarter four, 2017, and work has commenced in all of the nine CHO areas on these.

03/05/2017WRE02400Primary Care Centres Provision

03/05/2017WRE0250065. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of a new health centre for Inisboffin, County Galway, in view of the unsuitability of the current 
accommodation and the delay to date in providing a modern primary care facility; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20734/17]

03/05/2017WRE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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03/05/2017WRE02700Services for People with Disabilities

03/05/2017WRE0280066. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health his views on the serious lack of ser-
vices for children with complex and non-complex intellectual and physical disability needs in a 
special needs school (details supplied); the number of parents who have contacted him regard-
ing problems accessing services in the school; the length of time since his attention was drawn 
to the problems accessing speech and therapy, access to swimming, access to the July provision, 
no health nurse provision and access to multidisciplinary teams; and the action he has taken to 
date to resolve this problem. [14829/17]

03/05/2017WRE02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 67 answered with Question No. 56.

03/05/2017WRE03100Occupational Therapy

03/05/2017WRE0320068. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the reason more than 900 children 
under 18 years of age in the Laois-Offaly LHO area were waiting more than a year for occupa-
tional therapy assessment in January 2017. [20781/17]

03/05/2017WRE03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters,  I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

03/05/2017WRF00200Hospitals Expenditure

03/05/2017WRF0030069. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to ad-
dress the gap of €5.6 million between projected spending and expected income at Kerry Uni-
versity Hospital in 2017. [20756/17]

03/05/2017WRF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly. 

Hospital Beds Data

03/05/2017WRF0060070. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatry of old 
age beds specifically required nationwide under A Vision of Change, in view of demographic 
changes; the number now in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20747/17]

03/05/2017WRF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, this question has 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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  Question No. 71 answered with Question No. 34. 

03/05/2017WRF00900Ambulance Service Accommodation

03/05/2017WRF0100072. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if he has contacted the HSE 
regarding Parliamentary Questions Nos. 414 of 7 February 2017 and 510 of 11 April 2017 re-
garding the ambulance service at the Merlin Park site, in view of the fact that the current site is 
not fit for purpose and has given rise to health and safety concerns; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20730/17]

03/05/2017WRF01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Galway City Ambulance Base has been 
situated on a temporary site on the grounds of Merlin Park Hospital since the summer of 2014, 
to facilitate the construction of a car park on the grounds of the University College Hospital 
Galway (UCHG).  The re-location initially was to be of temporary duration of 6 – 8 months.  
However, due to other developments at UCHG in the interim, the hospital is no longer in a posi-
tion to accommodate the return of the Ambulance Base.

While the temporary facility provided for the ambulance base is safe, there is a requirement 
to upgrade the facility as staff must now utilise this ambulance base for an extended period.  
Discussions are ongoing between the National Ambulance Service (NAS) management, HSE 
Estates and NAS staff regarding the temporary accommodation at Merlin Park in relation to 
refurbishment of the existing accommodation or suitable alternative solutions.  Approximately 
€0.6m capital has been spent to date on the interim facilities at Merlin Park to accommodate 
the ambulance base.

NAS has been in contact with HSE Estates and hospital management in order to progress 
the improvements required for the temporary hospital facility as well as the development of a 
permanent ambulance base on the grounds of Merlin Park.  NAS has also engaged with staff on 
this issue.  In relation to the new ambulance base at Merlin Park, approval has been granted to 
progress the design to tender stage.

  Questions Nos. 73 and 74 answered with Question No. 20. 

03/05/2017WRF01900Accident and Emergency Departments

03/05/2017WRF0200075. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health the special steps or initia-
tives taken since November 2016 in response to the deteriorating overcrowding situation; the 
status of these initiatives or steps that were announced; the preparations which are being made 
for winter 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20217/17]

03/05/2017WRF02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the start of 2017 there have been ap-
proximately 5% less patients waiting on trolleys nationally compared to the same period last 
year.

As the Deputy will be aware, in September the HSE launched its ‘Winter Initiative Plan 
2016-2017’ which provided €40 million of additional funding for winter preparedness. 

A range of practical measures to address ED overcrowding were implemented, including 90 
additional beds, aids and appliances for over 4,450 patients, around 1,000 extra homecare pack-
ages and 615 additional transitional care bed approvals.  During the Winter Initiative, delayed 
discharges reduced from 638 in September 2016 to a low of 434 at the end of December and 
were maintained below 500 from mid-December through to end February.  This had a positive 
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impact on ED overcrowding and trolley numbers, in freeing up beds for use by patients await-
ing admission to hospital.   

My Department has also commenced a bed capacity review in line with the Programme for 
Government commitment.  The intention is that this review will be broader than previous exer-
cises that focused solely on acute bed capacity and will examine key elements of primary and 
community care infrastructure.  This review will feed into the mid-term review of the capital 
programme.  My Department and the HSE are committed to utilising the key learning from the 
Winter Initiative to develop a plan focused on working with hospitals to improve performance 
in relation to reducing the number of patients that have to wait on trolleys and the overall patient 
ED experience.  This important work will provide a framework around the preparation of the 
2017/2018 plans for Winter preparedness. 

  Question No. 76 answered with Question No. 9. 

03/05/2017WRF02300Hospital Accommodation Provision

03/05/2017WRF0240077. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
opening the additional beds upstairs in the community hospitals in Kenmare and Dingle; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20447/17]

03/05/2017WRF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/05/2017WRF02600Respite Care Services Provision

03/05/2017WRF0270078. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to 
address the shortage of respite beds for persons with disabilities in a service provider in Fingal; 
the way he will address the cuts and serious loss of respite places throughout the country gener-
ally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20205/17]

03/05/2017WRF02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRF02900Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

03/05/2017WRF0300079. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the review of the fair deal 
scheme with regard to its impact on farming families will be completed. [20746/17]
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03/05/2017WRF03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in need of long-term 
nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their income 
and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to ensure that long-
term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for 
in the most appropriate settings. 

When the NHSS commenced in 2009, a commitment was made that it would be reviewed 
after three years.  The Report of the Review was published in July 2015.  Arising out of the 
Review, a number of key issues have been identified for more detailed consideration across 
Departments and Agencies.

An Interdepartmental/Agency Working Group has been established to progress the recom-
mendations contained in the Review.  This Group is chaired by the Department of Health and 
includes representatives from the Department of the Taoiseach, the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, the HSE, the Revenue Commissioners, and when required, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF).  These recommendations include examining the treatment 
of business and farm assets for the purposes of the financial assessment element of the Scheme.  
This work is currently underway.  An initial report on progress was submitted to the Cabinet 
Committee on Health in September 2016.

Once all of the relevant Review recommendations have been considered, any amendments 
required to the Scheme will be identified.  Changes which require legislative implementation 
will be addressed collectively; in that regard it is important to remember that the NHSS is 
largely underpinned by primary legislation.

The Programme for a Partnership Government has also committed to reviewing the NHSS 
to remove any discrimination against small businesses and family farms.  This review is cur-
rently underway.  I am committed to this review of the position with regard to family farms and 
small business for the purposes of the financial assessment element of the Scheme. 

03/05/2017WRF03200Health Services Reports

03/05/2017WRF0330080. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health if he and the HSE have satisfied them-
selves that the terms of reference for the assurance review conducted into a service (details sup-
plied) was sufficient to cover all complaints and allegations, including all protected disclosures; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20197/17]

03/05/2017WRF0335086. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the implementation of 
all recommendations contained in a report (details supplied), in tabular form; the date for full 
publication of this report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20196/17]

03/05/2017WRF03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 80 and 86 together.

The particular issues raised by the Deputy are service matters for the Health Service Execu-
tive (HSE).  Accordingly I have arranged for the Deputy’s questions to be referred to the HSE 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRG00200Health Promotion

03/05/2017WRG0030081. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the proportion of mothers that 



3 May 2017

155

breastfeed their babies; the action the HSE is taking to increase the level of breastfeeding; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20754/17]

03/05/2017WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
The latest NPRS (HSE, 2016) reported a rate of 56.9% of babies breastfeeding, 46.3% exclu-
sively breastfeeding on discharge from maternity hospitals in 2014.

The breastfeeding figures at first PHN visit and at three months are reported quarterly in the 
HSE Performance reports.  The figures for 2016 were 56.8% at first PHN visit and 38.8% at 3 
months.

The Breastfeeding in a Health Ireland  Health Service Breastfeeding Action Plan 2016 – 
2021 (HSE, 2016) sets out the priority areas to be addressed over the next 5 years to support 
more mothers in Ireland to breastfeed and to contribute to increases in breastfeeding rates.

03/05/2017WRG00500Hospital Waiting Lists

03/05/2017WRG0060082. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of elective surgeries can-
celled in each month to March 2017 inclusive; the number of persons whose elective surgery 
was cancelled or rescheduled more than once in the past year to March 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20219/17]

03/05/2017WRG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Cancellation of elective procedures can oc-
cur for a variety of exceptional reasons including cancellations because a bed or the clinical 
team are not available, cancellations by the patient or because the patient may not be fit for 
surgery at the time. 

Maintaining scheduled care access for all patients and managing emergency demand at 
times is challenging, however all efforts are made to limit cancellations particularly for clini-
cally urgent procedures.

Based on data provided by the NTPF, collated from reports by hospitals, approximately 
3,400 elective procedures, on average, are cancelled per month. In 2016, typically in a month, 
there were approximately 53,000 admissions to acute hospitals on a daycase and an inpatient 
basis.

The National ED Escalation Framework sets out procedures to be followed in hospitals 
during periods of high demand for emergency care, to ensure that safe care is provided to all 
patients.  In order to respond to surges in ED demand, under the Framework, hospital manag-
ers may, in consultation with the relevant clinical leads, review and cancel non-urgent planned 
electives, where appropriate.  This allows both beds and staff to be redeployed to alleviate pres-
sure in the ED. 

It is essential that hospitals continue to improve how they manage, and balance, the demand 
for emergency care with the planning of elective procedures, to minimise the impact on pa-
tients.  In addition, it is important that the HSE continues to improve its processes to minimise 
the number sessions lost when patients cancel or do not attend for their procedures. 

Over recent years activity in acute hospitals has increased, with the total number of dis-
charges of inpatients and daycases rising around 34% between 2006 and 2015.  Our hospitals 
are now carrying out four times more procedures in patients aged 65 years and over,  and twice 
as many in the under 65 age group since 2000.  Last year alone there was a 4% increase in inpa-
tient and daycase activity over 2015, and in 2016 almost 1.69 million patients received inpatient 
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or daycase treatment in our hospitals, an increase of almost 40,000 on the previous year. 

In response to the particular query raised, I have asked the HSE to provide the specific de-
tails and I will forward these on to the deputy when they are received.

Question No. 83 withdrawn.

03/05/2017WRG01100Patient Deaths

03/05/2017WRG0120084. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the failure of Portiuncula 
Hospital to inform the parents of a baby who died in the maternity unit there (details supplied) 
of either the existence of a review into the care given to the mother and baby in the hospital or 
the conclusions of that review.  [20627/17]

03/05/2017WRG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In November 2014 a quality and risk man-
agement process highlighted a potential problem in maternity services in Portiuncula Hospital, 
on the basis of a higher than expected rate of newborn babies requiring head cooling.  In early 
2015 an Expert Review Team chaired by Professor Jimmy Walker, Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, University of Leeds was established. After the review was made public further 
examination of cases and contact from further families, 18 cases (that is, 16 families) met the 
Terms of Reference for the review.

The family, to which you refer in your question, were unaware of the 2011 review that had 
taken place in to the death of their daughter.  They should have been previously informed and 
given an opportunity to be involved in the review.  My Department notes that both Portiuncula 
Hospital and the Saolta Hospital Group have apologised unreservedly and fully to the family 
for the failures of care delivered that contributed to the likely preventable deaths of their two 
daughters.  

Safeguards are now in place in Portiuncula Hospital with regular and on-going audits in 
the maternity unit and Saolta Hospital Group have advised that there are no continuing patient 
safety concerns.  I am advised that the Final Report of the Review Group is due to be published 
in the next few weeks.

My Department is continuing to progress an ambitious programme of patient safety re-
forms.  The new National Patient Safety Office, located in my Department, was launched by 
me in December 2016.  I have directed this office to work on a range of initiatives, including 
new legislation, the establishment of a national patient advocacy service, the measurement of 
patient experience, the introduction of a patient safety surveillance system and extending the 
clinical effectiveness agenda.  Within the programme of legislation, it is intended to progress 
the licensing of our public and private hospitals. 

As the Deputy will be aware  provision to support Open Disclosure which is included in 
the Department of Justice and Equality’s Civil Liabilities (Amendment) Bill 2017 was recently 
accepted at Report Stage by Seanad Eireann.  The provision which is designed to give legal 
protection/privilege for the information and apology made to a patient is in line with the legisla-
tion.  This is intended to create a positive voluntary climate for open disclosure and will support 
the National Policy on Open Disclosure which was developed jointly by the HSE and the State 
Claims Agency.  

The main provisions of the Open Disclosure legislation are to:

- ensure patients are informed when adverse events happen as soon as is practicable;
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- assist in supporting appropriate patient care;

- increase trust between patients and their clinicians;

- create a safe space for staff to conduct open disclosure;

- support staff in managing adverse events; and

- improve patient safety and quality of care through organisational learning. 

Open Disclosure and a strong culture of reporting of adverse events provide opportunities 
to learn, improve, address errors that have happened and apply the lessons to make the service 
safer for all patients.

The Health Information and Patient Safety Bill will include a provision that public and 
private health care providers must notify serious patient incidents (Serious Reportable Events 
(SREs)) occurring in their services to their relevant regulatory body i.e. the State Claims Agen-
cy, HIQA, the Mental Health Commission or the Chief Inspector of Social Services as appropri-
ate.  The provisions intended for patient safety incident reporting and clinical audit in the Bill 
will provide a comprehensive patient-centred approach to preventing, managing and learning 
from incidents.  HIQA and the Mental Health Commission are at an advanced stage of develop-
ment of Standards on the Conduct of reviews of Patient Safety Incidents which expand on the 
National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare.

The Health Information and Patient Safety Bill is currently the subject of Pre-Legislative 
Scrutiny by the Oireachtas Committee on Health and I understand that they, following a public 
consultation exercise, may report in May.

My Department is committed to introducing a national licensing system in hospitals which 
will provide a mandatory system of licensing for public and private healthcare providers.  The 
Patient Safety Licensing Bill is focused on governance and accountability and will ensure that 
providers do not operate below core standards. Licensing is part of a phased approach to better 
regulation in the health service. 

The Government is committed to the progressive development of our maternity services. 
Key building blocks are now in place to facilitate the provision of a consistently safe and high 
quality service; these include:

- The National Maternity Strategy;

- HSE National Standards for Bereavement Care following Pregnancy Loss and Perinatal 
Death;

- HIQA National Standards for Safer, Better Maternity Services.

In 2016, Ireland’s first National Maternity Strategy was published along with the HSE’s 
National Standards for Bereavement Care following Pregnancy Loss and Perinatal Death and 
HIQA’s National Standards for Safer Better Maternity Services.  Since December 2015, each 
maternity unit has published a monthly Maternity Patient Safety Statement as recommended by 
the Chief Medical Officer.  

These developments represent key building blocks to facilitate the provision of a consis-
tently safe and high quality service.  In addition, the newly established National Women & 
Infants Health Programme will lead the management, organisation and delivery of maternity, 
gynaecology and neonatal services, strengthening such services by bringing together work that 
is currently undertaken across primary, community and acute care.  The Programme will also 
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drive implementation of the Strategy and oversee the establishment of maternity networks in 
each hospital group.

03/05/2017WRG01400Accident and Emergency Services Provision

03/05/2017WRG0150085. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the ongoing 
difficulties in emergency departments in the south/south west hospital group.  [20742/17]

03/05/2017WRG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the start of 2017 there have been ap-
proximately 5% less patients waiting on trolleys nationally compared to the same period last 
year. 

As the Deputy will be aware, in September the HSE launched its ‘Winter Initiative Plan 
2016-2017’ which provided €40 million of additional funding for winter preparedness.  This 
Initiative was developed to manage the expected winter surge in demand for hospital care in an 
integrated way across Primary, Acute and Social Care. 

A range of practical measures to address ED overcrowding were implemented, including 
90 additional beds, aids and appliances for over 4,450 patients, around 1,000 extra homecare 
packages and 615 additional transitional care bed approvals.

During the Winter Initiative, delayed discharges reduced from 638 in September 2016 to 
a low of 434 at the end of December and were maintained below 500 from mid-December 
through to end February.  This had a positive impact on ED overcrowding and trolley numbers, 
in freeing up beds for use by patients awaiting admission to hospital.

Under the Winter Initiative, three hospitals from the South/South West Hospital Group, 
(Cork University Hospital, South Tipperary General Hospital and University Hospital Water-
ford) were identified as focus sites in terms of ED congestion and as such Improvement Plans 
have been put in place setting out specific mitigating actions to support patient flow and im-
prove processes in these EDs.  The Mercy University Hospital in Cork also benefitted from 18 
new step-down acute beds under the Winter Initiative this year which has increased capacity 
within the South/South West Hospital Group and within the Cork area.

I can assure the Deputy that there continues to be a very strong focus on reducing ED over-
crowding.  My Department and the HSE are currently engaged in a process to commence winter 
planning for next year and to achieve an improvement trajectory in ED performance.

The HSE’s Special Delivery Unit continues to work closely with hospitals in the South/
South West Hospital Group to identify improvements that can be made to support patient flow, 
reduce trolley numbers and improve patients’ ED experience.

  Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 80.

03/05/2017WRG01800Medicinal Products Regulation

03/05/2017WRG0190087. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his Department or the HSE will 
undertake a comprehensive review of the use of the drug valproate by pregnant women here.  
[20745/17]

03/05/2017WRG02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Sodium valproate is among a number of 
medicines licensed in Ireland for the treatment of epilepsy.  Valproate medicines have been 
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authorised via national procedures in all EU Member States and in Norway and Iceland; val-
proate-containing medicines are also approved nationally in Ireland to treat bipolar disorder.

In March of this year, the Pharmacovigilance Risk Assesssment Committee of the European 
Medicine Agency (EMA) initiated a new review of the use of valproate-containing medicines 
in the treatment of women and girls who are pregnant or of childbearing age.  A previous EMA 
review of valproate, in 2014, resulted in measures to strengthen the warnings and restrictions 
on the use of valproate medicines in women and girls, due to the risk of malformations and 
developmental problems in babies who are exposed to valproate in the womb.  

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is the competent authority for the regu-
lation of medicines in Ireland.  The HPRA has highlighted the results of previous reviews of 
valproate to Irish healthcare professionals and provided revised educational materials for both 
healthcare professionals and patients.  The HPRA has already informed healthcare profession-
als and relevant patient groups that the new EMA review is underway, and will disseminate 
the results of the review to Irish patients and healthcare professionals as soon as they become 
available.

In October 2016, the HSE’s Medicines Management Programme (MMP) launched its Val-
proate Toolkit, an online resource consisting of a patient information booklet, summary guide 
for prescribers and a patient/prescriber checklist.  This information highlights that sodium val-
proate should not be prescribed to girls or women of childbearing age or pregnant women un-
less other treatments are ineffective or not tolerated.  The MMP is in contact with the HPRA 
regarding the EMA’s current review of valproate, and any further recommendations will be 
considered.

Neither my Department nor the HSE has plans to conduct a separate review of the use of 
valproate by pregnant women in Ireland.

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 54.

  Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 20.

03/05/2017WRG02500National Stroke Programme Implementation

03/05/2017WRG0260090. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that reductions in death and disability achieved under the national stroke pro-
gramme may be compromised by the inability of stroke care teams, whose resources fall below 
minimum international standards in every hospital, to cope with the expected increase of 50% 
in the number of strokes in the next five to eight years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20216/17]

03/05/2017WRG02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.  

03/05/2017WRG02800Medicinal Products Availability

03/05/2017WRG0290091. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if Respreeza will be approved for 
persons with alpha-1 lung disorder.  [20744/17]

03/05/2017WRG03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
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Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRG03100Primary Care Centres Provision

03/05/2017WRG0320092. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
new primary care centres in Dublin Fingal. [20796/17]

03/05/2017WRG03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

03/05/2017WRH00150Citizens Assembly

03/05/2017WRH0020093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health to outline the degree to 
which he has noted the recent report of the Citizens’ Assembly; his plans to respond to the rec-
ommendations following study by the Oireachtas committee; when he expects that appropriate 
action will follow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20709/17]

03/05/2017WRH00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government established a Citizens’ 
Assembly, in line with its Programme for Partnership Government commitment, to consider a 
number of matters including constitutional reform. The establishment and terms of reference 
of the Assembly were approved by a resolution of both Houses of the Oireachtas in July of last 
year.  Judge Mary Laffoy, a Justice of the Supreme Court, chaired the Assembly which is made 
up of ninety-nine citizens randomly chosen from the population.

The Assembly is required to first consider the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution (Ar-
ticle 40.3.3), and has held a series of meetings to do so between 15 October 2016 and 23 April 
2017.  During this time the Assembly gathered facts in relation to the issue, listened to experts 
in the medical, legal, and ethical field and to advocates’ views on the topic.

The Assembly made their recommendations on the issue through a balloted process at their 
final weekend meeting on 22 and 23 April.  The report of the Citizens’ Assembly setting out its 
recommendations is now being prepared and is due to be submitted to the Oireachtas by the end 
of June.  The Assembly’s recommendations will be acted upon by a Special Oireachtas Com-
mittee, which will be asked to report to the Oireachtas within three months of its first public 
meeting.

My Department is monitoring developments in the area closely, to assess any necessary 
policy or legal changes that may arise.

03/05/2017WRH00350Respite Care Services

03/05/2017WRH0040094. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health if he has satisfied himself that the 
current levels of respite care and residential care provided by Wexford HSE disability services 
are adequate; if other services are available to families struggling to cope with insufficient re-
spite and residential care shortages; the steps he will take to provide additional respite care and 
residential care in the Wexford area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20739/17]
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03/05/2017WRH00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRH00550Hospital Groups

03/05/2017WRH0060095. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health to set down the status of 
the Saolta group’s urology strategy for the north west; to indicate when a consultant urologist 
will be appointed to Letterkenny General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20625/17]

03/05/2017WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following the retirement of the Letterkenny 
University Hospital Consultant urologist in March 2015, the Letterkenny University Hospital 
has experienced challenges in meeting demand for urology services.

Currently, a visiting urologist from University Hospital Galway provides out-patient urol-
ogy services, while a part-time locum consultant provides in-patient and elective day surgery.

The Saolta University Health Care Group advises that it intends to recruit an Advanced 
Nurse Practitioner for Letterkenny University Hospital to support the delivery of urology ser-
vices at the Hospital.

In addition, Saolta also advises that it is currently developing a comprehensive Clinical 
Strategy for the group as a whole.  As part of this Clinical Strategy, Saolta will operate a ‘hub 
and spoke’ urology service model with a sub-hub in the North West.

This service model will provide the majority of urology care locally, as a component of a 
Group-wide department. This will facilitate referral to the cancer centre in Galway for operative 
cancer care, with longer term local follow-up and surveillance.

Letterkenny University Hospital has been innovative in terms of staff recruitment; an at-
tractive recruitment pack for NCHDs has been recognised by the HSE. The Hospital has also 
invested in the development of educational partnerships and facilities, such as the Medical 
Academy, thereby enhancing NCHD recruitment.

New consultant surgeons specialising in colorectal and general surgery, and a consultant 
anaesthetist have been recruited recently. A number of consultant posts are currently going 
through the recruitment process, including a Consultant Respiratory Physician and Consultant 
Breast Radiologist.

03/05/2017WRH00750Hospitals Data
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03/05/2017WRH0080096. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the HSE does not collect data on theatre use; if his attention has been further 
drawn to the number of hours for each operating theatre that are unused; the reason this data is 
not collected; if he will start a process of data collection to reflect this in view of its importance 
for waiting lists, bed capacity and acute hospital use; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20209/17]

03/05/2017WRH00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On an annual basis, my Department collates 
data on major operating theatre numbers in all public acute hospitals, for submission to the 
OECD.  Theatre numbers for the years 2011-2016 (as of end December each year) are set out 
in the following table.  The data show that theatre capacity has increased incrementally since 
2011.  A small number of minor theatres also exist, but these are excluded from the data.

While the HSE has not carried out a comprehensive operating theatre modelling exercise 
or review, it has advised that, from available information, a significant gap does not exist in 
terms of operating theatre infrastructure but that challenges with regard to theatre access are 
most commonly related to staffing or hospital bed shortages, rather than direct limitations with 
regard to theatre capacity.

The HSE has advised that it has commenced a project to allow regular tracking of hospital 
reported unused theatre sessions in acute hospitals and the reasons therefore.  The information 
gathered includes numbers of theatres, minor surgery rooms and endoscopy rooms managed by 
theatre services in the acute hospitals, and information on scheduled sessions. This initiative is 
currently in test phase.

The HSE is also progressing initiatives to maximise the quality and efficiency of operating 
theatre usage.  The Productive Operating Theatre (TPOT) and Theatre Quality Improvement 
(TQIP) programmes are supported by the HSE and RCSI, based on the UK Productive Theatre 
Programme.

Year Total no. of major operating theatres
2011 221
2012 222
2013 225
2014 239
2015 243
2016 245

03/05/2017WRH00950Occupational Therapy

03/05/2017WRH0100097. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health to outline the 
reason for the significant regional disparities in referrals for occupational therapy first assess-
ments for children under 18 years of age. [20749/17]

03/05/2017WRH01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

03/05/2017WRH01150Hospitals Funding

03/05/2017WRH0120098. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the nec-
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essary funding for St Joseph’s Community Hospital, Ramelton, and Lifford Community Hospi-
tal in County Donegal receive the funding required to meet HIQA standards and, at a minimum, 
retain their existing bed capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20626/17]

03/05/2017WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/05/2017WRH01350Dental Services 

03/05/2017WRH0140099. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health to outline his plans to review 
legislation relating to dentists. [20774/17]

03/05/2017WRH01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health is currently de-
veloping new legislation to replace the Dentist Act 1985.  The proposed new legislation will 
form part of a suite of legislative instruments to ensure greater accountability for all profession-
als within the healthcare service.  The legislation for doctors, nurses, midwives, pharmacists 
and health and social care professionals has already been modernised.  The protection of the 
public will be the main objective of the new legislation.

A public consultation was undertaken followed by engagement with stakeholders.  Key 
policy issues for inclusion in the new legislation have been approved and a Regulatory Impact 
Analysis is currently underway.  The drafting of the Scheme of Bill, which is the next step in 
the process to develop the new legislation, has commenced.

Department officials are currently committed to drafting a priority Health (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill, the primary purpose of which is to amend all health professional regulatory 
Acts as a consequence of the transposition of the modernised European Union Professional 
Qualifications Directive (2013/55/EU) and to address a number of other issues.  Work on the 
preparation of the Dental Bill continues to be progressed in line with competing legislative 
priorities.

03/05/2017WRH01550Psychological Services

03/05/2017WRH01600100. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the absence of a HSE psychology service in the catchment area of Oranmore, County 
Galway, whereby a person (details supplied) is unable to access treatment; if anxiety manage-
ment groups for persons of this age group will be offered within the HSE in County Galway in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20198/17]

03/05/2017WRH01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/05/2017WRH01750National Children’s Hospital

03/05/2017WRH01800101. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health to provide details of the cost 
benefit analysis that has been performed by his Department for the national children’s hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19111/17]

03/05/2017WRH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Definitive Business Case for the new 
children’s hospital, which has been prepared in accordance with the Public Spending Code, sets 
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out a detailed financial analysis of the full costs of the new children’s hospital and satellite cen-
tres. The associated benefits of the programme are also considered in full in the Business Case. 
The costs and benefits are set out in a manner which reflects best practice in health care projects 
internationally and provides a clear basis for decision making regarding the project.

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) has benchmarked the post-
tender construction costs of the new children’s hospital against construction costs for major 
acute hospitals internationally. This exercise demonstrates that construction elements of the 
project compare favourably to the costs of international projects of a similar size and scale.

On 26 April I announced that the Government has approved the investment required to en-
able the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board to award the construction contracts 
for the building of the main children’s hospital on the St James’s Hospital campus and the two 
Paediatric Outpatients and Urgent Care Centres on the Tallaght and Connolly Hospitals cam-
puses.

The NPHDB is continuing to ensure that every stage of the project is delivered in accor-
dance with national policy to optimal design and value for money, and along with the Children’s 
Hospital Group Board, continues to work closely with the HSE and my Department to deliver 
this much-needed world-class hospital.

03/05/2017WRH01950Home Care Packages

03/05/2017WRH02000102. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that persons under 65 years of age now account for one in every four strokes, 
yet home care packages are not tailored to the specific needs of persons that could be living with 
the side effects of strokes for decades; if he will create an entitlement to home care that is appro-
priate for stroke survivors of all ages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20218/17]

03/05/2017WRH02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) pro-
vides home care packages which are enhanced supports, over and above existing mainstream 
Home Help service. These are essentially a suite of supports, which are more comprehensive 
than Home Help as they can include community nursing and therapy services, respite care and 
aids and appliances. An appropriate professional skills mix is provided to support people with 
a higher level of care needs.

In 2014, the HSE introduced Intensive Home Care Packages (IHCPs) to facilitate timely 
discharge home from acute hospitals of people who require very significant interventions to an 
extent not previously provided as part of the Home Care Package Scheme or current community 
services.

Access to home care packages are provided on the basis of assessed care need, carried out 
by health care professionals. It is not proposed to provide access to home care packages by 
reference to illness type.

03/05/2017WRH02150Air Ambulance Service Provision

03/05/2017WRH02200103. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health to outline the position regard-
ing the staffing difficulties that have meant transport of and transport timelines for priority 1 
children called for heart and liver transplant to the United Kingdom cannot be guaranteed; the 
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status of correspondence he has had with the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence; the status of 
all negotiations regarding this; the contingencies put in place and if there has been call to resort 
to use of these since this situation emerged; the position regarding those on the transplants lists 
if they are called but the timeframes cannot be met; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20208/17]

03/05/2017WRH02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A Service Level Agreement (SLA) is in 
place between the Department of Defence and the Department of Health/HSE in relation to the 
provision of air ambulance services.  In accordance with the SLA, air ambulance services are 
provided using the duty aircraft on an as available basis.  Therefore the service is, and always 
has been, dependent on the availability of suitable aircraft and crew.

The Department of Defence has advised my Department that the availability of aircraft is 
currently restricted due to a shortage of pilots and difficulties arising from the loss of Air Traffic 
Control personnel.  I understand however, that every effort is being made to address the person-
nel shortages faced by the Air Corps.

The restrictions notified are particularly problematic for paediatric transplant patients who 
require urgent transfer to the UK when organs become available.  I am assured that the HSE 
has taken every step possible to ensure that contingency arrangements are in place in light of 
the reduced Air Corp availability.  The contingency plans in place, and which have been called 
upon since the situation emerged, include access to the Irish Coast Guard resources and private 
air ambulance services.

Our Lady’s Hospital, Crumlin has confirmed that the families involved have been apprised 
of the current transport challenges and every assistance possible is being given to these families.  
The HSE has been asked to make a financial contribution to families who are recommended to, 
and who choose to, relocate.  My Department will continue to engage with the Department of 
Taoiseach, Department of Defence, the National Ambulance Service and all relevant agencies 
to explore all options to improve the service.

03/05/2017WRH02350Services for People with Disabilities

03/05/2017WRH02400104. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health to outline the reason children are 
being sent to private assessment services, such as from a particular company (details supplied); 
the reason after this initial assessment the HSE refuses to offer crucial follow up tests in the face 
of advice from the private companies it has employed to carry out initial assessment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20806/17]

03/05/2017WRH02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

    Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 20.
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  Question No. 106 answered with Question No. 16.

03/05/2017WRJ00350Employment Data

03/05/2017WRJ00400107. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Taoiseach the number of persons in employ-
ment in 2017. [21003/17]

03/05/2017WRJ00500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
exact information requested by the Deputy is not yet available. 

The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of 
employment (ILO) in the State. 

The most recent figures available are for Q4 2016 when there were 2,048,100 persons aged 
15 years and over in employment in the State. 

03/05/2017WRJ00550Employment Data

03/05/2017WRJ00600108. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Taoiseach the number of self-employed per-
sons in 2017. [21004/17]

03/05/2017WRJ00700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
exact information requested by the Deputy is not yet available. 

The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of 
employment (ILO) in the State. 

The most recent figures available are for Q4 2016 when there were 321,400 self-employed 
persons aged 15 years and over in the State. 

03/05/2017WRJ00750Income Data

03/05/2017WRJ00800109. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Taoiseach the number of persons earning the 
minimum wage or less in 2017. [21005/17]

03/05/2017WRJ00900Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
exact information requested by the Deputy is not available. 

The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of 
employment (ILO) in the State. 

The most recent figures available are for Q4 2016 when there were 134,500 employees aged 
15 years and over reporting earning the National Minimum Wage or less in the State. 

03/05/2017WRJ00950Garda Youth Diversion Projects

03/05/2017WRJ01000110. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
Equality the estimated cost of establishing ten new Garda youth diversion projects; and the 
estimated full year cost of running these projects. [20995/17]
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03/05/2017WRJ01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty may be aware that €1.25 m per annum is being made available from the Dormant Accounts 
Fund to support the operation of the ten new Garda Youth Diversion Projects established in 
2015/2016.  Some €1.21 m is being allocated to these projects in 2017 following on from an 
appraisal of their annual plans and budget applications for the year. 

The amount allocated to each Garda Youth Diversion Project may vary depending on a 
number of factors.  These include the number of participants on a project, the number of youth 
justice workers employed, the particular programmes and interventions planned for project 
participants based on a completed risk and needs assessment, and the overheads of the project 
such as rent, insurance, utilities costs, etc.

The estimated cost of establishing and operating a further ten new GYDPs would be similar 
to those referred to above.

03/05/2017WRJ01150Garda Compensation

03/05/2017WRJ01200111. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of a Garda compensation case (details supplied). [20899/17]

03/05/2017WRJ01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that two applications for compensation under the Garda Síochána (Com-
pensation) Acts, 1941 and 1945, were made by the person concerned.  Authorisations were 
granted to the claimant to proceed to the High Court for compensation in respect of each case, 
in accordance with the Acts.  The first authorisation was granted on 3rd October 2008 and the 
second on 15th November 2012.

03/05/2017WRJ01350Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with Disabilities

03/05/2017WRJ01400112. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of the implementation of the Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with 
Disabilities 2015-2024; the cost of implementation to date in 2017; and the anticipated cost 
each year for the duration of the programme.  [20928/17]

03/05/2017WRJ01500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with Disabilities, which was launched on 
Friday 2 October 2015, sets out a ten-year approach to ensuring that people with disabilities 
who are able to, and want to, work are supported and enabled to do so.  People with disabili-
ties are only half as likely to be in employment as others of working age.  The reasons for this 
are complex, and include level of education and skills, fears around loss of benefits, employer 
know-how, low expectations, and limited re-entry to work following onset of a disability, as 
well as a higher incidence of ill-health.  The Strategy is a cross-government approach that 
brings together actions by different Departments and State agencies in a concerted effort to 
address the barriers and challenges that impact on employment of people with disabilities.  In 
tandem with that, it seeks to ensure there will be joined-up services and supports at local level 
to support individuals on their journey into and in employment. The Strategy’s six strategic 
priorities are to:

 - Build skills, capacity and independence;

 - Provide bridges and supports into work;
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 - Make work pay;

 - Promote job retention and re-entry to work;

 - Provide co-ordinated and seamless support;

 - Engage employers.  The Strategy is monitored and overseen by the Comprehensive Em-
ployment Strategy Implementation Group under an independent chair.  To date, the Group has 
met on eight occasions in order to review progress, prioritise areas of work and ensure that the 
2015 - 2017 Action Plan is being implemented.  The Chair of the Group recently published 
his first annual report, and this is available at www.justice.ie.  The key issue in relation to the 
implementation of the Strategy is the co-ordination of departmental efforts in this area, and 
therefore, while individual actions in the Strategy may have additional cost implications which 
will require to be included in the Votes of the relevant Departments, taken as a whole, the focus 
in the Strategy is on better co-ordination and use of existing resources, rather than on additional 
funding allocations.

03/05/2017WRJ01550Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund

03/05/2017WRJ01600113. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of an application under the communities integration fund (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20933/17]

03/05/2017WRJ01700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I launched a call for applications under the Communities Integration Fund on 7 February with 
a closing date of 30 March, 2017.  A total amount of €500,000 will be made available to local 
community based groups to promote integration in their area e.g. local sporting clubs, faith-
based groups, cultural organisations and community support networks.  Grants/funding may 
be provided up to a maximum of €5,000 depending on the size and nature of the project.  I am 
delighted with the response to the call as over 300 applications, including the one referred to, 
have been received.  These are being assessed and all applicants will be informed within the 
next number of weeks as to the outcome of their application.

03/05/2017WRJ01750Garda Promotions

03/05/2017WRJ01800114. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will ensure supervisory ranks are filled (details supplied); the positions vacant at present; when 
they are likely to be filled; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20939/17]

03/05/2017WRJ01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and Districts and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Commissioner that the allocation of 
Gardaí is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including 
crime trends, demographics and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to 
ensure optimal use is made of Garda human resources. 

In particular, the filling of vacancies in the supervisory ranks of sergeant and inspector is a 
matter for the Garda Commissioner who has responsibility under the Garda Síochána (Promo-
tion) Regulations 2006 (as amended) for holding competitions for the selection of members for 
promotion to these ranks.
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I have requested the specific information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner and 
I will write to her on receipt of same.      

03/05/2017WRJ01950Deportation Orders Re-examination

03/05/2017WRJ02000115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the progress to date in the determination of an application pursuant to section 3(11) of the Im-
migration Act 1999 in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20960/17]

03/05/2017WRJ02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order made on 20 June 2002. 

Representations were received asking for the Deportation Order to be revoked, pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  Following consid-
eration of the information submitted the Deportation Order was affirmed on 25 April 2016. 

Further representations have been received from the person’s legal representative, pursuant 
to Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to revoke the Deportation Order. 
All relevant aspects of the case will be carefully considered before a decision is made. 

The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned must leave the State and 
remain thereafter outside the State.  The enforcement of the Deportation Order in this case is an 
operational matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail 
facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.      

03/05/2017WRJ02150Visa Applications

03/05/2017WRJ02200116. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if her at-
tention has been drawn to the hardship caused by the current limits placed on visas for persons 
visiting family members here (details supplied); if she will consider altering this or introducing 
a discretionary duration for visas in certain circumstances. [21032/17]

03/05/2017WRJ02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that non-
EEA nationals, whether visa required or not, may visit the State for up to a maximum of 90 days 
including where they are visiting family members.  I am also advised that the 90-day limit for 
a short stay visit is the norm in the European Union.

The 90-day limit is not arbitrary but is linked with the provisions in the Immigration Act 
2004 which requires any persons residing in Ireland for more than 90 days to register their 
permission to be in the State with the relevant immigration office.  In effect, such persons who 
are in the State for longer than 90 days are considered to be residing in Ireland as opposed to 
merely visiting.
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A person may apply for a long-stay visa such as a “join family” visa which is appropriate 
when they wish to reside with a family member for longer than 90 days, for example, following 
the birth of a child to a family member or to care for a family member who is in poor health.  
Such an application would be processed in accordance with the guidelines set out in my Depart-
ment’s Policy Document on non-EEA Family Reunification.  Each visa application is decided 
on its own merits taking all relevant factors into account. 

03/05/2017WRK00200Garda Station Refurbishment

03/05/2017WRK00300117. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans to build a new Garda station in Cootehill, County Cavan; her further plans for investment 
in this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21096/17]

03/05/2017WRK00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommo-
dation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close co-operation with the Office of 
Public Works which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accom-
modation, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in these matters.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
to hand I will inform the Deputy accordingly.

03/05/2017WRK00500Garda Station Closures

03/05/2017WRK00600118. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of Garda stations which have been closed in the Cavan-Monaghan Garda division in 
the past decade, in tabular form; the number of these buildings that have been sold; if An Garda 
Síochána has plans for the remaining stations in State ownership; her plans in this regard; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21097/17]

03/05/2017WRK00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of person-
nel and resources, including decisions in relation to Garda stations and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in these matters.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
to hand I will inform the Deputy accordingly.

03/05/2017WRK00800Citizenship Applications

03/05/2017WRK00900119. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason for the delay in processing citizenship for persons (details supplied). [21106/17]

03/05/2017WRK01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in 
response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended), written representations have been submitted on behalf of the persons concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
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applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.

The Deputy should note that as the persons concerned have no current right of residency in 
the State, the issue of naturalisation does not arise at this stage.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/05/2017WRK01100Garda Operations

03/05/2017WRK01200120. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the position regarding the internal review within An Garda Síochána into the organisation’s 
knowledge of a person’s (details supplied) movements and activities here between 2004 and 
2006 following an earlier review completed in 2011. [21114/17]

03/05/2017WRK01300121. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will establish a public inquiry into the operation and actions of undercover police officers 
from outside this jurisdiction, including establishing the persons that authorised these under-
cover operations here; if An Garda Síochána hold files on persons monitored by external police 
operatives; and when those monitored will be given access to those files. [21115/17]

03/05/2017WRK01400122. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her views on foreign police officers having deceptive intimate relationships with women here, 
in violation of their human rights and bodily integrity. [21116/17]

03/05/2017WRK01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 120 to 122, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, allegations regarding an undercover police officer in this ju-
risdiction were first made public in 2011.  A report was sought from the Garda Commissioner 
on the matter at that time and that report was provided to my predecessor in March 2011.  The 
Commissioner’s report noted that no evidence had been established that the person in question 
had been involved in any criminal activity while in this jurisdiction.  That said, if any evidence 
of any criminal wrongdoing is available it should be brought to the Garda Authorities in order 
that it might be fully investigated.

As I have stated to the House previously, in the light of developments which have taken 
place outside this jurisdiction since these matters first came to light, including the establishment 
by the UK Government of an inquiry into undercover policing, I sought a fresh report from the 
Garda Commissioner on any issues arising.  I will fully consider this report when it is available, 
including the issue of whether it may be suitable for publication.  In that context there are no 
plans to establish a further form of inquiry at this time.

I am advised by the Garda Authorities that An Garda Síochána co-operates with external 
police services on intelligence-related matters as circumstances dictate.  This is, of course, to 
be expected given that intelligence gathering and sharing are fundamental duties of any police 
service.  Any arrangements that may be made are subject to operational requirements; they are 
governed by strict protocols relating to conduct and confidentiality and must, of course, in all 
circumstances operate in accordance with the law.  I would emphasise the point I have made 
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previously that there can be no question of any person being permitted to engage in criminal ac-
tivities here in any circumstances.  Neither is there any question of a police officer from outside 
the jurisdiction exercising police powers here.

It is a function of An Garda Síochána to investigate crime and in the event that credible 
evidence is advanced to or uncovered by An Garda Síochána that a criminal offence has been 
committed the matter would be pursued fully in accordance with the law in the normal manner.  
Following any criminal investigation it would be a matter for the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions to determine whether charges are warranted in any given case.  The facts or consequences 
of behaviour that may be considered undesirable or of an intimate nature are not matters for 
criminal investigation by the Garda Authorities in circumstances where no criminal offence is 
disclosed.

The Deputy will understand also that the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission is the 
statutory mechanism in place to deal with complaints about the conduct of members of An 
Garda Síochána.

03/05/2017WRK01600Garda Operations

03/05/2017WRK01700123. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if An Garda Síochána has a policy in place regarding the way undercover gardaí conduct 
themselves, including in relation to having intimate relationships with persons as part of their 
undercover work. [21117/17]

03/05/2017WRK01800124. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if no identities of deceased persons have been used to create undercover identities for members 
of An Garda Síochána. [21118/17]

03/05/2017WRK01900125. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if her attention has been drawn to the identities of deceased persons being used to create under-
cover identities for members of police forces of other jurisdictions either in the past or currently. 
[21119/17]

03/05/2017WRK02000126. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she has inquired as to whether identities of deceased persons are being used to create un-
dercover identities for police agents of other jurisdictions or members of An Garda Síochána. 
[21120/17]

03/05/2017WRK02100127. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the grounds on which infiltration of organisations that are not proscribed organisations by 
undercover officers that are either members of An Garda Síochána or another policing body is 
authorised here; and the persons or body that provides such authorisation. [21121/17]

03/05/2017WRK02200128. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
An Garda Síochána has benefited from information received from foreign undercover officers 
operating here.  [21122/17]

03/05/2017WRK02300129. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
there is a protocol in place for the exchange of information between foreign police operatives 
undercover here and members of An Garda Síochána. [21123/17]

03/05/2017WRK02400130. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she has discussed with the Garda Commissioner undercover deployments of foreign police 
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operatives here. [21124/17]

03/05/2017WRK02500131. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she has inquired as to the level of intrusion allowed into the lives of persons under surveillance 
by undercover agents; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21125/17]

03/05/2017WRK02600132. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she has received reports regarding the work of undercover Garda operations; if so, the number 
of these reports; the dates they were received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21126/17]

03/05/2017WRK02700133. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she has received reports regarding the work of undercover police agents operating here; if so, 
the number of these reports; the dates they were received; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [21127/17]

03/05/2017WRK02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 123 to 133, inclusive, together.

The Questions which the Deputy has asked relate very largely to operational policing mat-
ters.  The policing powers and duties of members of An Garda Síochána are set out in the Garda 
Síochána Acts 2005-2015, including that the direction and control of An Garda Síochána are 
matters for the Garda Commissioner.  Those Acts set out also the mechanisms for oversight of 
policing services by the Policing Authority and for the investigation of complaints about Garda 
conduct by the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission.  Members of An Garda Síochána are 
subject not just to the provisions of the Garda Síochána Acts but to the law generally and also 
to the Garda codes and regulations in carrying out their duties, including the Code of Ethics 
published by the Policing Authority in January.

The Deputy will appreciate, therefore, that neither I nor my Department would be directly 
involved in arrangements for or the conduct of day-to-day policing activities, including the con-
duct of intelligence-gathering operations, whether overt or undercover.  I am sure the Deputy 
will agree that this separation of responsibilities is as it should be.  Therefore, neither I nor my 
Department would be in possession of the reports of undercover police work.

It is also the case that certain covert surveillance activities are governed by the provisions of 
the Criminal Justice (Surveillance) Act 2009.

As the Deputy will be aware, allegations regarding an undercover police officer in this ju-
risdiction were made public in 2011.  A report was sought from the Garda Commissioner on the 
matter at that time and that report was provided to my predecessor in March 2011.  The Com-
missioner’s report noted that no evidence had been established that the person in question had 
been involved in any criminal activity while in this jurisdiction.  That said, if any evidence of 
any criminal wrongdoing is available it should be brought to the Garda Authorities in order that 
it might be fully investigated.

As I have stated to the House previously, in the light of developments which have taken 
place outside this jurisdiction since these matters first came to light, including the establishment 
by the UK Government of an inquiry into undercover policing, I sought a fresh report from the 
Garda Commissioner on any issues arising.  I will fully consider this report when it is available, 
including the issue of whether it may be suitable for publication.  In that context there are no 
plans to establish a further form of inquiry at this time.

The Deputy will understand that intelligence-gathering and sharing are fundamental and 
routine functions for any police service in combatting crime and security threats and in seek-
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ing to ensure public safety.  I am advised by the Garda Authorities that An Garda Síochána 
co-operates with external police services on intelligence-related matters as circumstances dic-
tate.  Any arrangements that may be made are subject to operational requirements and must, of 
course, in all circumstances operate in accordance with the law.  There could be no question of 
any person being permitted to engage in criminal activities here in any circumstances.  Neither, 
indeed, is there any question of a police officer from outside the jurisdiction exercising police 
powers here.

The fact or consequences of behaviour that may be considered undesirable or of an intimate 
nature are not matters for criminal investigation by the Garda Authorities in circumstances 
where no offence is disclosed.  The Deputy will understand also that the Garda Síochána Om-
budsman Commission is the statutory mechanism in place to deal with complaints about the 
conduct of members of An Garda Síochána.  It operates independently and in accordance with 
its functions set out under the Garda Síochána Acts 2005-2015.

03/05/2017WRL00300Garda Strength

03/05/2017WRL00400134. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of gardaí attached to the crime and security branch; and the ranks of each. 
[21128/17]

03/05/2017WRL00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter.  Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual re-
view in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use 
is made of these resources.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that Garda Security and Intelligence (formerly 
Crime and Security)  comprises four sections:

1) Garda Síochána Analysis Service,

2) Liaison and Protection,

3) Security and Intelligence,

4) Special Detective Unit.

I am advised that for security and operational reasons it is not possible to provide the infor-
mation requested by the Deputy.  

03/05/2017WRL00600Garda Recruitment

03/05/2017WRL00700135. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will consider raising the age limit which is imposed on persons wishing to join An Garda 
Síochána whereby persons must be 18 years of age but not yet 35 years of age on midnight of 
the closing date for the competition; if she will consider extending recruitment to older persons 
by bringing the age limit in line with that of the PSNI, in which the age limit stands at 42 years 
of age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21131/17]

03/05/2017WRL00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
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Deputy will be aware, recruitment to An Garda Síochána is governed by the Garda Síochána 
(Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 2013 and the recruitment and training of An Gar-
da Síochána is a matter for the Garda Commissioner, and I as Minister have no direct role in 
the matter.  

Recruitment competitions for full time members of An Garda Síochána are open to all who 
meet the eligibility criteria set out in the Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Reg-
ulations 2013. 

Regulation 4 (a) specifies that the age at which a person may apply to join An Garda Sío-
chána as a full time member is not more than 35 years. 

This upper age limit of 35 was set having regard to equality legislation and also took into 
account the following criteria:

(1) the cost of training and the need for recruits to serve for a sufficient period of time as full 
members of the service to recoup this cost,

(2) the operational requirements of the service in terms of having an age profile appropriate 
to the physical demands placed on members in the course of their duty.  

There are currently no plans to review this Regulation.    

03/05/2017WRL00900Departmental Operations

03/05/2017WRL01000136. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the details 
of payments made by her Department or a public body under the aegis of her Department to a 
person (details supplied) in the past 36 months and to date in 2017. [21391/17]

03/05/2017WRL01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that from an examination of records in my Department and Agencies under 
the remit of my Department’s Vote there is no record of any payments to the named individual.

03/05/2017WRL01200Central Bank of Ireland Investigations

03/05/2017WRL01300137. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the number of prosecu-
tions which have arisen from the offences set out in section 12 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995 
(details supplied); the names of the parties prosecuted; the outcome of these prosecutions; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20888/17]

03/05/2017WRL01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware, the Cen-
tral Bank has the power to prosecute summary offences under the Consumer Credit Act 1995 
(“the CCA”). I understand from the Central Bank that, to date, it has not prosecuted any sum-
mary offences subject to the powers available to it in the CCA.  

The Central Bank also has a statutory reporting obligation to An Garda Síochána, and other 
agencies, where it suspects a criminal offence may have been committed.  The Central Bank 
also has a range of powers at its disposal under the CCA including, but not limited to, powers 
to carry out investigations, to publish codes of practice and to bring Civil Proceedings in the 
High Court.  

I also understand that the Central Bank takes its obligations under the CCA very seriously 
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and I expect it to ensure that that financial service providers comply with their obligations un-
der the CCA and other relevant legislation on an on-going basis.  Since 2006, 108 Settlement 
Agreements have been reached for regulatory breaches, including breaches of the Consumer 
Protection Code, the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act, the 
Code of Practice on Lending to Related Parties, the Minimum Competency Code, and the Cred-
it Union Act among others, with fines totalling approximately €57 million.  The notices for all 
Settlement Agreements are published on the Central Bank’s website: https://www.centralbank.
ie/news-media/legal-notices/settlement-agreements.  

If the Deputy has any particular concerns, I would urge her to make contact with the Central 
Bank. 

Template to accompany requests to the Central Bank for material for replies to PQs, Topical 
Interest Debates (TIDs) and any other briefing that, up to now, went to the Press Office in the 
Bank.

It has been agreed with the Central Bank that this template will be used with effect from 24 
May 2012.

From that date also, there will be a dedicated email address for requests.  Please use instead 
of the Press email.  

pqs@centralbank.ie.  

- Contact
Department of Finance contact(s) Emer CrookeAntoinette McEnteeMary Far-

rellBrian Fee
Contact telephone numbers 076 100 7580604569063180596318139604

5516
Contact email address Emer.Crooke@finance.gov.ieAntoinette.

mcentee@finance.gov.ieMary.farrell@
finance.gov.ieBrian.fee@finance.gov.ie

Deputy submitting PQ or TID Catherine Connolly
PQ reference number PQ 20888/17
Date for answer, priority, written or oral WRITTEN answer on Wednesday, 3rd May, 

2017.
Deadline time for reply from the Central 
Bank

Tuesday Morning 10am 

The PQ or TID details To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice 
and Equality the number of prosecutions 
which have arisen from the offences set 
out in section 12 of the Consumer Credit 
Act 1995 (details supplied see below); the 
names of the parties prosecuted; the out-
come of these prosecutions; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. specifically 
the offences in relation to Part IX of the Act 
sections 116(1) or (2), 117, 118, 122(3), 
123, 124, 127, 128, 129(2), 130, 131(4) or 
(5), 132, 133(1) or (2), 134 and 135(3) 
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Draft reply or material for inclusion in re-
ply. This material to be completed in Word 
in the column opposite to facilitate ‘cut and 
paste’ in D/Finance 

“The Central Bank has the power to prose-
cute summary offences under the Consumer 
Credit Act, 1995 (the “CCA”). To date, the 
Central Bank has not prosecuted any sum-
mary offences subject to the powers avail-
able to it in the CCA. The Central Bank 
also has a statutory reporting obligation to 
An Garda Síochána, and other agencies, 
where it suspects a criminal offence may 
have been committed. The Central Bank 
takes these obligations very seriously and 
complies with them on an on-going basis as 
appropriate”.

Note Any other relevant information e.g. in the case of oral questions, material which the 
Central Bank considers could be used for supplementary questions and for briefing the Minister 
Department of Finance/Central Bank.

03/05/2017WRL01500NAMA Loans Sale

03/05/2017WRL01600138. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the details of the sales process 
engaged in by NAMA in respect of Project Shift; the reason the loans were not included in the 
Project Eagle loan sale; if the process was an open and competitive process; the number of 
bidders or potential bidders that were involved in different stages in the process; if a restricted 
number of parties were invited to make offers; the actual number of parties that were invited to 
make a bid; if the NAMA debtor in question had engagement with the bidders prior to the sale 
of the portfolio; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20937/17]

03/05/2017WRL01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that Section 9 
of the NAMA Act provides that NAMA is independent in the performance of its functions and 
that, under Section 10 of the Act, its primary objective is to obtain the best achievable financial 
return for the State from its acquired loan portfolio.  In this regard, I am advised that NAMA is 
confident it upheld its mandate in the Project Shift transaction.  

The Project Shift sale comprised a portfolio of German property assets held by a North-
ern Ireland based debtor.  I am advised that the marketing process for Project Shift began in 
June 2013 as an asset sale being conducted by the debtor with NAMA’s consent.  This was in 
advance of NAMA’s decision to place the Project Eagle portfolio on the market for sale.  The 
Project Shift sales process was at the ‘sale agreed’ stage before the launch of Project Eagle.  
However, the sale did not complete prior to Cerberus being selected as the preferred bidder for 
the Project Eagle portfolio.  Given that the same purchaser was involved in both transactions, it 
made sense to complete the Project Shift transaction as a loan sale rather than an asset sale and 
thereby complete the disposal of all of the debtor’s loans to Cerberus.  

I am advised that the debtor’s Project Shift sale advisor, Savills, approached some 117 
prospective investors and that 12 investors submitted first round offers within the relevant bid 
deadline.  I am advised that NAMA, acting on the advice of the debtor’s sales advisor, con-
sented to the sales advisor inviting eight investors into a second round of bidding.  The eight 
investors were provided with access to a detailed electronic data room to carry out further due 
diligence.  I am further advised by NAMA that seven of the shortlisted investors submitted 
second round offers by the bid date for this transaction.  On the advice of Savills, the debtor’s 
sales advisor, NAMA consented to the debtor entering into exclusive discussions with Cerberus 
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which had submitted the highest bid after an open, transparent and competitive open market 
sales process.  The Deputy will also be aware that the Comptroller & Auditor General noted, in 
his review of Project Eagle last year, that the Project Shift sales process was openly marketed 
and that it had commenced prior to Project Eagle. 

There is no prohibition on debtors engaging with potential purchasers prior to the launch of 
a sales process. 

03/05/2017WRL01800Economic Policy

03/05/2017WRL01900139. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has conducted a risk 
analysis of the potential impact to Ireland of reforms in the short, medium and long terms re-
garding the proposed US corporate tax changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20947/17]

03/05/2017WRL02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I note the proposals announced by the 
Trump Administration for tax reform.  

At this stage, we have yet to see the substantive detail of the overall package proposed by 
the Trump Administration.  Agreement between the House of Representatives, the U.S. Senate 
and President Trump will be needed before any changes can be introduced.  It also remains to 
be seen whether any reduction in the US corporate tax rate would be permanent or temporary 
in nature.  

The exact implications of US tax reform for Ireland, and the rest of the world, will depend 
on the exact nature of any changes which are ultimately agreed.  

At this stage, sufficient details have not been published to enable a comprehensive analysis 
of the potential impact of the proposals.  My Department, and the Irish Embassy in the US, are 
closely tracking the debate in the US and we continue to engage with business and others to 
fully understand the potential impacts of any US reform.  

What is clear however is that Ireland’s membership of the EU is, and will remain, a key fac-
tor in attracting FDI from the US and elsewhere.  Global business, from the US or elsewhere, 
will always want to have operations in the EU, and Ireland will remain very competitive and 
attractive as an EU location to invest in and do business from.  

Ireland’s corporation tax regime and 12.5% corporation tax rate will continue to be com-
petitive while also offering long-term certainty to international business.  As always, we will 
remain alert and responsive to any changes in the US or global tax environment.

03/05/2017WRL02100Tax Code

03/05/2017WRL02200140. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to revise the favour-
able tax treatment, and in some cases exemptions, to taxes in the cases of retail estate investment 
trust Irish collective asset management vehicle and qualifying investor alternative investment 
fund that have invested in housing here in view of recent CSO data which shows that REITs and 
private equity companies have purchased more than a fifth of the housing stock in Dublin over 
the past two years (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20948/17]

03/05/2017WRL02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) 
is a quoted company, used as a collective investment vehicle to hold rental property.  A REIT 



3 May 2017

179

generally has a diverse ownership requirement, so no one person or group of connected persons 
can control the REIT.  REITs originated in the USA in the 1960s, and aspects of the REIT model 
have now spread to become a globally recognised investment standard in over 35 countries 
worldwide, including the majority of the world’s developed investment jurisdictions.  

Finance Act (no. 2) 2013 introduced a tax regime for REIT into Irish legislation.  A REIT is 
exempt from corporation tax on qualifying income and gains from rental property, subject to a 
high profit distribution requirement to shareholders – the Irish distribution requirement is 85% 
of property profits.  A REIT is a collective investment vehicle which provides the same after-tax 
returns to investors as direct investment in rental property, by eliminating the double layer of 
taxation at corporate and shareholder level which would otherwise apply.  

In terms of Irish Investors, individuals are liable to tax at their marginal rates while corpo-
rates are liable to tax at 25%.  Institutional portfolio investors are liable to tax on REIT divi-
dends at 12.5%, this being the rate generally applicable to trading income.  Dividend Withhold-
ing Tax (DWT) at the standard rate of 20% will be deducted by the REIT from dividends paid 
to shareholders, and will be available as a credit against tax liabilities.  

With regard to foreign investors, the REIT will withhold DWT at the standard tax rate of 
20%.  Foreign investors resident in treaty countries may be able to reclaim some of this DWT 
under the relevant tax treaty.  Tax treaty rates on dividends vary from treaty to treaty, but the 
most common rate applicable to small shareholdings would be 15% - this means that Ireland 
would retain taxing rights of 15% on dividends paid from Ireland.  

In relation to the tax treatment of Irish collective asset-management vehicles (ICAVs) and 
qualifying investor alternative investment funds (QIAIFs), the normal tax treatment afforded 
to Irish collective investment funds is that the funds invested are allowed to grow on a tax-free 
basis within the fund.  The income is taxed at the level of the investor rather than the fund, as is 
standard international practice. 

In order to ensure that the appropriate tax is collected from Irish investors, funds are obliged 
to operate an exit tax regime and remit the tax deducted in this manner to Revenue.  This charge 
to tax does not apply in the case of unit holders who are non-resident. In the case of non-resident 
investors, their liability to tax on gains from the fund will be determined in their home jurisdic-
tion.  

In the 2016 Finance Act I introduced the Irish Real Estate Fund (IREF). IREFs are invest-
ment undertakings (excluding UCITS) where 25% of the value of that undertaking is made up 
of Irish real estate assets.  

The legislation was introduced to address concerns raised regarding the use of collective 
investment vehicles to invest in Irish property.  The investors had been using the structures to 
minimise their exposure to Irish tax on Irish property transactions.  

IREFs must deduct a 20% withholding tax on certain property distributions to non-resident 
investors.  The withholding tax will not apply to certain categories of investors such as pension 
funds, life assurance companies and other collective investment undertakings.  

I am of the view that the taxation regime as described above remains appropriate for these 
entities.  

03/05/2017WRM00200Property Tax
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03/05/2017WRM00300141. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if the full local property tax for 
earlier years and to date in 2017 is paid for and by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20977/17]

03/05/2017WRM00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the person 
in question filed the statutory Local Property Tax (LPT) Return on 9 May 2013.  He has paid 
his LPT liabilities for the years 2013 to 2017, based on his valuation, and also paid the 2012 
Household Charge and on that basis he is compliant with his LPT obligations.

03/05/2017WRM00500NAMA Property Sales

03/05/2017WRM00600142. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos 82 and 83 of 13 April 2017, the number of the 16 potential acquirers initially 
considered for the portfolio by the loan sales adviser that had originally approached one of 
the debtors expressing an interest in all or part of the portfolio or that had been originally ap-
proached by one of the debtors regarding the possibility of purchasing some or all of the port-
folio; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21071/17]

03/05/2017WRM00700143. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question Nos 82 and 83 of 13 April 2017, the number of the three bidders that selected a com-
petitive bid for the portfolio that had originally approached one of the debtors expressing an 
interest in all or part of the portfolio or had been originally approached by one of the debtors 
regarding the possibility of purchasing some or all of the portfolio; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21072/17]

03/05/2017WRM00800144. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question Nos. 82 and 83 of 13 April 2017, the number of the debtors that were consulted on 
the compilation of the initial list of 16 potential acquirers for project Tolka on the identification 
of the nine potential credible bidders, on the selection of the six potential bidders that were en-
gaged with by the loan sales adviser and on the ultimate selection of three bidders that would be 
invited to submit a competitive bid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21073/17]

03/05/2017WRM00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 142 to 
144, inclusive, together.

As I pointed out in my replies to parliamentary questions 82 and 83 of 13 April 2017, 
NAMA initiated a targeted marketing process for the sale of the Project Tolka portfolio based 
on its assessment that such a process would yield a superior return to alternative options, as 
required by reference to its obligations under Section 10 of the NAMA Act.  I also pointed out 
that the advice of NAMA’s loan sale adviser, Eastdil Secured, was that such an approach would 
ensure competitive tension and significantly enhance the proceeds generated for NAMA.

In my previous responses, I also noted that preparatory work in relation to the sale took at 
least two years.  This debtor connection comprised over 180 individual debtors with the major-
ity of the debt concentrated among three principal debtors.  Over that period, I am advised there 
were extensive discussions between NAMA and the principal debtors.  I am further advised 
that, at various points during those discussions, references were made by representatives of 
the debtor connection to informal approaches which had been made by some investors seeking 
to purchase particular assets.  Given that NAMA no longer has an active engagement with the 
debtor connection, it is not possible at this time for NAMA to compile accurate data as to which 
of the original sixteen potential bidders had indicated an interest to the debtor connection in one 
or more of the assets securing the portfolio.
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I am advised by NAMA that one of the three final bidders had expressed an interest to the 
debtor connection in one or more of the assets securing the loans in the portfolio and that anoth-
er of the final three bidders had expressed its interest to both NAMA and the debtor connection.  
I am further advised that NAMA was separately approached directly by one other potential bid-
der, which was not one of the final three bidders.

I am advised that, in its discussions with the debtor connection, NAMA engaged with rep-
resentatives of the three principal debtors.  NAMA understands that the three principal debtors 
were in a position to represent the views of most, if not all, of the other debtors.  Given that the 
three principal debtors had the majority of the connection’s debt, it is likely that any investors 
interested in acquiring assets would have communicated with these principal debtors.  In ad-
dition, I am advised that, before making a decision to sell the portfolio, NAMA engaged in a 
debtor representations process.  I am advised that this involved writing to all debtors within the 
connection and requesting their views on NAMA’s proposed intention to sell their loans.  This 
provided all debtors in the connection with an opportunity to raise any matters relating to the 
loan sale including any feedback regarding the selection of potential bidders.  I am advised that 
253 letters seeking written representations from debtors were issued by NAMA as part of this 
process and that all responses received were reviewed by NAMA’s Credit Committee before the 
final decision to proceed with the loan sale was made.

03/05/2017WRM01000NAMA Property Sales

03/05/2017WRM01100145. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the details of all transac-
tions, apart from project Tolka, NAMA was involved in whereby the disposal strategy was 
influenced by approaches made to one or more debtors by potential bidders for all or part of 
a portfolio; the further details of transactions NAMA was involved in whereby some or all of 
the debtors concerned would have been consulted by NAMA on the compilation of the list of 
potential bidders to be engaged with as part of the sale; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21109/17]

03/05/2017WRM01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will appreciate that NA-
MA’s engagement with its debtors and any decisions it makes arising from that engagement are 
confidential matters for the NAMA Board in line with its statutory independent mandate.

The Deputy will be aware that NAMA owns and sells loans and not property.  Separately, 
assets securing NAMA’s loans are owned by the debtor or receiver.  As such asset sales are 
performed by the debtor or receiver with NAMA’s consent with the proceeds of such asset sales 
being used to repay the debtor’s outstanding borrowings.

I am advised by NAMA that the vast majority of both loan sale transactions conducted by 
NAMA and asset sale transactions conducted by NAMA debtors or receivers have been openly 
marketed.  Accordingly, consultation with debtors regarding the inclusion of potential bidders 
has not been a consideration.

I am further advised that loan sales are frequently initiated as a result of credible unsolicited 
approaches from interested potential purchasers (i.e. reverse inquiries) to NAMA or, on occa-
sion, directly to NAMA debtors.  However, if NAMA does not find an approach to be credible 
it will not pursue such interest as has been the case with many such reverse inquiries.

When assessing reverse inquiries, NAMA’s key considerations are whether the proposed 
transaction maximises the financial return to NAMA and whether the interested party is a cred-
ible bidder.  If NAMA believes that the transaction would maximise its return and that the party 
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making the reverse inquiry has the financial capacity to purchase the portfolio, NAMA will 
prepare a formal assessment and following appropriate internal approvals, will seek to initiate 
a formal loan sales process.  The party that made the initial reverse inquiry would typically be 
included as one of a pool of potential bidders which are given the opportunity to review the 
portfolio concerned and submit bids if they see fit to do so.

NAMA advise me that, to date, less than one third of the significant loans sales processes 
triggered by credible reverse inquiries have subsequently been purchased by the party which 
made the initial approach.

I am advised by NAMA that Project Tolka was unique in terms of the particular targeted 
marketing approach that was adopted and the level of consultation with the debtor connection 
as regards bidder selection.  As I pointed out in my reply to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 82 
and 83 of 13 April 2017, NAMA initiated a targeted marketing process for this portfolio based 
on the advice of its loan sales adviser, Eastdil Secured.  This advice was that this approach 
would significantly enhance the sales proceeds generated for NAMA by comparison to all other 
disposal options.

NAMA is prohibited by law from disclosing confidential information in relation to debtors 
and their assets and is therefore constrained from disclosing the particular considerations which 
formed the basis for the adviser’s recommendation that a targeted marketing process would 
maximise the State’s return in this particular instance.

03/05/2017WRM01300Departmental Reports

03/05/2017WRM01400146. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
implementation of the cost of insurance report recommendations; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21129/17]

03/05/2017WRM01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Cost of Insurance Working Group, 
chaired by Minister of State Eoghan Murphy T.D., finalised its Report on the Cost of Motor 
Insurance in December 2016 and it was published on 10 January 2017.  The Report makes 33 
recommendations with 71 associated actions to be carried out in agreed timeframes, which are 
clearly set out in an Action Plan.  45 of these action points are due to be implemented by the 
end of this year with the remainder scheduled for completion before the conclusion of 2018.

Substantial work has already taken place on the implementation of the recommendations by 
the relevant Government Departments and Agencies.  Examples of completed actions include 
the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission in January and the issuing of a key ag-
gregated metrics template to insurance undertakings for completion. 

There is a commitment within the Report that the Working Group will prepare quarterly 
reports on its progress and my Department will publish the first such update on the implementa-
tion of the recommendations in the coming days.  This update will show the progress to date on 
the overall implementation of the Report, with a particular focus on action points which were 
due for completion in the first quarter of 2017.

03/05/2017WRM01600Central Bank of Ireland Reports

03/05/2017WRM01700147. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
ongoing 2015 Central Bank review of tracker mortgage portfolios; when the final report of this 
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review will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21134/17]

03/05/2017WRM01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland has pub-
lished a number of status updates on the systems-wide Examination of Tracker Mortgage Re-
lated Issues.  The most recent update report, which was published on 23 March 2017, sets out 
the progress being made by lenders in completing the review.  That update report, together with 
additional material regarding the Examination, is attached - https://www.centralbank.ie/news-
media/press-releases/update-report-tracker-mortgages.  The Central Bank has indicated that a 
further update will be published in autumn 2017 and that a final report will also be published 
after the conclusion of the Examination.

03/05/2017WRM01900Departmental Expenditure

03/05/2017WRM02000148. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the details of payments made by his 
Department or a public body under the aegis of his Department to a person (details supplied) in 
the past 36 months and to date in 2017. [21389/17]

03/05/2017WRM02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question, I 
have been advised that there have been no payments made by my Department or by any of the 
18 bodies under the aegis of my Department to Mr. Kieran Mulvey in the past 36 months and 
to date in 2017.

03/05/2017WRM02200Departmental Reports

03/05/2017WRM02300149. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the report to 
identify the supports and barriers to accessing higher education for lone parents as committed 
to in the programme for Government has been published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21070/17]

03/05/2017WRM02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The review of the supports 
and barriers to accessing higher education for lone parents is currently being finalised and will 
be published shortly.

The review was conducted by a multi-disciplinary team from NUI Maynooth.  The review 
process was overseen by a steering committee comprising officials from my Department and 
from the Departments of Social Protection and Children and Youth Affairs, as well as the High-
er Education Authority.

This is a complex policy area that involved three Government Departments.  The review 
has examined existing data and the supports that are currently available for lone parents, with a 
view to identifying the specific challenges faced by lone parents in accessing higher education. 
The intention was to identify measures and best practice that will address those challenges in 
the future.

The review was sufficiently progressed to inform policy discussions between the relevant 
Departments in advance of Budget 2017.  In this context, I secured additional funding in Budget 
2017 to support more lone parents to participate in higher education.  This new funding will be 
used to respond to the recommendations contained in the review.

The additional funding I received for lone parents in Budget 2017 will be complemented by 
measures announced by my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection, to assist lone parents 
to return to education.  These measures include the reintroduction of the €500 annual cost of 
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Education allowance.

The Minister for Children and Youth Affairs also is introducing a programme of affordable 
child care which will be of significant help to lone parents who are using childcare.

03/05/2017WRM02500School Accommodation

03/05/2017WRM02600150. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for replacement accommodation by a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20887/17]

03/05/2017WRM02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application to my Department for the re-
placement of prefabricated accommodation.  My Department will convey a decision on the 
application directly to the school authority as soon as the assessment process has been finalised.

03/05/2017WRM02800Schools Building Projects Status

03/05/2017WRM02900151. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the construction process for a school (details supplied); the response from the design team to 
date; and when his Department expects the project to commence and be completed. [20919/17]

03/05/2017WRM03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
for St Patrick’s Special School Enniscorthy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning 
- Stage 2(b), which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Certificate and Dis-
ability Access Certificate and the preparation of Tender Documents.  All statutory approvals 
have been secured.

The Design Team have been requested to review the impact of the changes to the Public 
Works Contracts (PWC) and to revert to the Department with an assessment of what, if any, ad-
ditional works are required to bring the tender documents into line with those changes.

Once the Stage 2b (Detailed Design) submission is received and reviewed by the Depart-
ment and subject to no further issues arising officials from the Department will revert to the 
school with regard to the further progression of the project at that time.

03/05/2017WRM03100School Textbooks Rental Scheme

03/05/2017WRM03200152. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the percent-
age of primary schools and post-primary schools that operate a school books grant scheme; his 
plans to make the operation of this scheme compulsory in all schools; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20931/17]

03/05/2017WRM03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The most recent figures 
available indicate that 94% of primary schools and 65% of post-primary schools operate a book 
rental scheme.

My Department provides funding of €16 million annually to schools to support the opera-
tion of school book rental schemes for students in all recognised Primary and Post-Primary 
schools within the Free Education Scheme.
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Operation of a book rental scheme will become a mandatory requirement for schools par-
ticipating in the School Support Programme by September 2017 as outlined in the recent DEIS 
review carried out by my Department.

Furthermore, my Department has recently published a circular to school authorities and 
ETBs regarding measures to be adopted by schools to reduce the costs which include the pro-
vision of a book rental scheme.  The circular can be accessed on my Department’s website at 
http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0032_2017.pdf.

03/05/2017WRN00200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/05/2017WRN00300153. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has en-
gaged with a group (details supplied) in County Cork; if his Department has assessed the need 
for a new special primary ASD school in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20932/17]

03/05/2017WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that new schools are established to meet demographic demand.  In general, the Department’s 
policy is to integrate children with special educational needs into the mainstream school system 
wherever possible.  Many of our schools have special education units included within them.  
However, Special Schools are also necessary to meet the educational needs of pupils whose 
needs cannot be adequately catered for in a mainstream school. 

The need to establish a new special school would normally be first identified by the National 
Council for Special Education in conjunction with the Department when they identify gaps in 
special needs provision in a given area. 

The National Council for Special Education has advised my Department that there is an 
emerging need for a number of Special School placement options in the Cork area and are 
currently engaging with my Department in evaluating options, including a number of options 
which have been identified in correspondence from the group of parents to which the Deputy 
has referred.

In addition, major building projects for a number of special schools in Cork are included on 
the Department’s Capital Programme (2016 – 2021) 

Holy Family Special School, Charleville, RN 19433M

School of the Divine Child, Ballintemple RN 15781P

St Killian’s School, Bishopstown, RN 19410A

St Kevin’s School, Infirmary Road, RN 19788D

The projects include extensions and replacement schools while also providing for addition-
ality where possible.

I understand that the ‘Parents for a new Special School in cork’ Group have received a num-
ber of responses to their correspondence already and that a further response will issue shortly. 

In the meantime the Department is grateful for the proposals submitted and can confirm that 
the suggested sites identified by the Group are being investigated and are under active consider-
ation with a view to ensuring appropriate provision is in place to meet emerging needs in Cork.
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03/05/2017WRN00500Emergency Works Scheme Payments

03/05/2017WRN00600154. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a grant 
for emergency repair to a prefab roof in a school (details supplied); when the school can expect 
to draw down the grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20945/17]

03/05/2017WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform 
the Deputy that the school authority in question has received the first instalment (70%) of their 
emergency works grant.  The final 30% will be paid on receipt of confirmation that the works 
have been completed.

03/05/2017WRN00800School Excellence Fund

03/05/2017WRN00900155. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the 
new pilot projects for school clusters to test effective interventions and provide evidence for 
future resourcing, proposed under the school support programme. [20950/17]

03/05/2017WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The establishment of the 
School Excellence Fund fulfils an important Programme for Government commitment aimed at 
promoting excellence and innovation in the school system

A key element of DEIS Plan 2017 is its focus on a pilot approach to identifying and support-
ing effective interventions, and exploring how these and further creativity around teaching and 
learning can make better use of the resources available to schools to achieve good educational 
outcomes.

To make this happen, DEIS Plan 2017 sets out the arrangements for the establishment of a 
School Excellence Fund to encourage schools to adopt more creative and innovative approach-
es to tackling educational disadvantage.

As set out in the DEIS Plan, the Fund will be trialled in a first group of schools during the 
coming school year, with priority being given to proposals from schools serving the most dis-
advantaged communities. 

Areas of activity to be considered for piloting include:

- Encouraging strategic clustering and networking of schools in acutely disadvantaged ar-
eas;

- Leveraging evidence informed good practice in meeting the needs of students at risk of 
educational disadvantage;

- Promoting collaborative cultures among teachers within schools and between schools, and 
between schools and early years settings;

- Developing and building on relationships with local community organisations and busi-
nesses to support the work of schools;

- Connecting schools with supports and resources tailored to their needs through individu-
alised brokerage and constructive challenging;

- Enhancing school leadership and better equipping teachers to meet the needs of their pu-
pils;
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- Improving parental engagement and participation in student learning

- Supporting transitions across the education continuum.

Work on this is well advanced and I will be in a position to make an announcement on this 
shortly.

03/05/2017WRN01100School Transport Eligibility

03/05/2017WRN01200156. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason persons 
(details supplied) are unable to access the school transport scheme to attend a school. [20953/17]

03/05/2017WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of the Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme is, having regard 
to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote 
from their nearest education centre. 

Children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and 
are attending their nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, hav-
ing regard to ethos and language.

In relation to school transport provision, ethos relates to religious ethos and is in the context 
of provision for minority religions.

03/05/2017WRN01400Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

03/05/2017WRN01500157. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a leeway 
given to persons that apply for student grant applications that have disabilities when applying 
for education grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20958/17]

03/05/2017WRN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Applications for the means 
tested student grant scheme are made to SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) and consid-
eration of applications is applied equally to all applicants.

Students experiencing difficulties in completing their application forms, due to issues relat-
ing to a disability, can contact SUSI for assistance as follows:

Phone: 076-1087874, E-mail: support@susi.ie  , Twitter: @susihelpdesk, Facebook: Face-
book.com/susisupport 

In recognition that people with disabilities may have experienced a negative impact on their 
education, a number of measures are in place to promote access to higher education for students 
with disabilities. 

The Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) allocates funding to approved colleges of 
further and higher education for the delivery of key services, reasonable accommodations and 
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supports for learners with disabilities on full-time approved courses.  The institutions are re-
sponsible for the management and allocation of the Fund at local level throughout the year.

Other support measures include the Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) scheme, 
and a network of Disability Officers working within each higher education institution. 

03/05/2017WRN01700Child Abuse Reports

03/05/2017WRN01800158. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the recommendations of a report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20963/17]

03/05/2017WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Government remains 
committed to implementing the recommendations of the Ryan Report.  The commissioning of 
a Memorial to recognise the suffering of abuse victims in State run institutions was one of the 
recommendations.

To commission this, an international competition was held and the winning entry was called 
the Journey of Light and was designed by Studio Negri and Hennessy & Associates.  The de-
sign concept was that the Memorial would be integrated with the Garden of Remembrance and 
would provide an enduring symbol of lost innocence to inspire future generations to ensure the 
protection of all children. 

However, An Bord Pleanála refused planning permission for the Memorial in November 
2013 on the grounds that it would have an adverse impact on the setting, character and function 
of the Garden of Remembrance.     

It was suggested that a central Dublin location could be identified on a cost neutral basis 
with appropriate zoning which could be used as a site for the Memorial.  However, the winning 
design uses the physical features of the Garden of Remembrance site and the design cannot be 
created on a different site. None of the other designs entered for the competition were consid-
ered appropriate to be commissioned. 

The Department is considering how best to progress the project.  The Department is engag-
ing with potential interested parties with a view to seeing whether a permanent exhibition in a 
public institution might provide an appropriate way for the nation to remember the abuse that 
was suffered in redress institutions and to acknowledge the experience of survivors which is 
part of our national history.

A capital provision of € 500,000 is provided for the Memorial in the 2017 Revised Estimates 
Volume.

03/05/2017WRN02000Child Abuse Reports

03/05/2017WRN02100159. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if persons can still 
make a submission and give evidence to the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse - Ryan 
report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20964/17]

03/05/2017WRN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Commission to In-
quire into Child Abuse has ceased receiving submissions or hearing evidence.  It published 
its final report (the Ryan report) in May 2009.   Should a survivor wish to tell his/her story of 
institutional life, there is a national confidential counselling service available run by the HSE. 
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03/05/2017WRN02300Schools Building Projects Status

03/05/2017WRN02400160. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when construction 
will commence on a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20967/17]

03/05/2017WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The commencement notice 
for the project referred to by the Deputy was lodged on 24 April 2017 and subject to no issues 
arising construction will commence in May 2017

03/05/2017WRN02600School Accommodation Provision

03/05/2017WRN02700161. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress KWETB 
has made in securing accommodation for a school (details supplied) in view of the fact that it is 
due to open in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20968/17]

03/05/2017WRN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department will con-
tinue to work closely with the Education and Training Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta in rela-
tion to the provision of appropriate accommodation for the establishment of the Gaelcholáiste 
and has been in contact with both parties recently in this regard.  

Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board is continuing to examine the options 
for accommodation for the Gaelcholáiste which will involve consideration of the timing and 
availability of appropriate infrastructure in the Maynooth area.

03/05/2017WRN02900Schools Building Projects Status

03/05/2017WRN03000162. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the design team 
for a school (details supplied) in County Kildare has submitted the stage 2b submission, includ-
ing review arising from changes in public work contracts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20969/17]

03/05/2017WRN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm for the Dep-
uty that the school and its design team have not yet submitted the report to my Department. 

03/05/2017WRN03200Schools Building Projects Status

03/05/2017WRN03300163. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has received the 
tender documents and stage 2b documentation for a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20970/17]

03/05/2017WRN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The documents referred to 
by the Deputy are awaited from the Design Team. Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) 
report my Department will revert to the school with regard to the further progression of the 
project at that time.

03/05/2017WRN03500Schools Building Projects Status

03/05/2017WRN03600164. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when tender docu-
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ments will be prepared for a school (details supplied) in County Kildare in view of the fact that 
planning permission for the new school was granted on 21 April 2017; the timeframe for com-
pleting the project; the expected opening date for the school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20971/17]

03/05/2017WRN03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The delivery of the project 
referred to by the Deputy has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training 
Board for delivery.  As the Deputy is aware planning permission has recently been granted for 
this project.

The ETB are currently reviewing the planning conditions to evaluate any possible implica-
tions on design and cost.  Once this evaluation has been completed the ETB will submit a Stage 
2B cost check to my Department for approval and complete the preparation of tender docu-
ments.  It is not possible at this stage to give a date for the opening of the new school building.

03/05/2017WRO00200Schools Building Projects

03/05/2017WRO00300165. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a design team has 
been appointed for the required extension to a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; if so, 
the progress to date with the project; the details of the extension involved; when construction is 
likely to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20973/17]

03/05/2017WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
a building project for the school to which she refers was included in the Department’s 6-Year 
Construction Programme.  My Department has undertaken a site visit to the school in the con-
text of the preparatory work associated with the project. The next step involves initiating the 
architectural planning process for the project and my Department will be in further contact with 
the school in this regard.  

03/05/2017WRO00500Schools Building Contractors

03/05/2017WRO00600166. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the letter of ac-
ceptance has issued to the successful contractor for the Maynooth education campus; when 
contracts will be signed; when construction will commence; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20975/17]

03/05/2017WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The delivery of the two 
new post-primary schools have been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow Education & Training 
Board (ETB). I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the preferred contractor responded to the 
Letter of Intent on the 21 March last. The documentation provided on foot of the Letter of In-
tent, is currently being examined by the ETB’s Design Team and their insurers. 

Assuming that the contractor has complied with the requirements of the Letter of Intent, the 
ETB have also been authorised to issue the Letter of Acceptance and it is envisaged that this 
will happen shortly.

03/05/2017WRO00800School Management

03/05/2017WRO00900167. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied) in receipt of substantial public 
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money in the form of grants in the region of €600,000 both for the construction of a sports hall 
and the provision of equipment therein, is in the process of handing over the operation of the 
sports hall to a private, for-profit company without going to tender; his Department’s policy in 
relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20979/17]

03/05/2017WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has no ob-
jection in principle to the use of a schools recreational facilities for community use. To encour-
age schools in this respect, my Department issued a circular to all school authorities in late 2005 
urging trustees and Boards of Management to make their facilities available where possible for 
community education and recreation purposes. Decisions in relation to the use of these school 
facilities generally remain at the discretion of the school authorities, subject to the condition 
that the needs of the students attending the school are prioritised in the first instance.

In the case of the school referred to by the Deputy, I can confirm that my Department con-
tributed towards the capital cost of the sports hall in question . I understand that the provision 
of the facility  cost in the region of almost €1 million, with the balance of the funding being 
provided by the schools Trustees and through local fundraising.

It is also understood that the school has been considering the arrangements, which have not 
been finalized or agreed as yet, to be put in place in respect of the management of the facility 
and a proposal in this regard is expected to be submitted to my Department for consideration 
shortly. 

03/05/2017WRO01100Third Level Funding

03/05/2017WRO01200168. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
document (details supplied); if he will examine alternatives to finance this sector; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20983/17]

03/05/2017WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The report of the Expert 
Group on Future Funding for Higher Education is currently under consideration by the Oireach-
tas Committee on Education and Skills. The report sets out a number of potential funding op-
tions for higher education in the period to 2030, including increased state funding with deferred 
payment of student fees.

Following on from the report as the Minister for Education and Skills I have already acted 
to secure increased funding in  Budget 2017 of €36.5m for higher education and to make fur-
ther provision in the Department’s expenditure ceiling for 2018 and 2019, which, cumulatively, 
represents an additional €160m investment by the Exchequer in higher education in the period 
2017 – 2018.

In addition, the Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform are 
currently completing a public consultation process on a proposed Exchequer-Employer invest-
ment mechanism for higher education and further education and training. The proposal under 
consultation seeks to deliver up to an additional €200m per annum by 2020 through an increase 
in the National Training Fund levy.  

Moreover, as I have stated previously appropriate technical work will be undertaken, in-
cluding the examination of relevant literature of which there is a wide range, in relation to the 
option set out in the Expert Group report on deferred payment of student fees through income 
contingent student loan schemes. The aim of such technical work is to inform future policy op-
tions including in the light of recommendations from the Oireachtas Committee on Education 
and Skills. 
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This comprehensive approach is being taken in order to contribute to the development of a 
long-term sustainable funding model for the sector.  As such, it will be important to build broad 
political and societal consensus on achieving the most appropriate future funding model and my 
Department and I continue to work to that end. 

03/05/2017WRO01400Special Educational Needs Staff

03/05/2017WRO01500169. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views that 
there is an inconsistency in his Department’s aversion to using school level data on education 
achievement or outcomes in addition to school level survey data to identify schools in which 
there is concentrated disadvantage for the purposes of DEIS, but is willing to use the same data 
to indicate schools’ socioeconomic context for the purposes of allocating resource teaching 
under the new SEN allocation model; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20990/17]

03/05/2017WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Firstly, I wish to advise the 
Deputy that there is no inconsistency in my Department’s use of school level data on education 
achievement. The use of school level data, i.e. standardised test results, is not used in the iden-
tification of schools for inclusion in the DEIS programme nor is it used to calculate the social 
context element of the school’s profile in terms of the new SEN Allocation Model.

DEIS is my Department’s main policy initiative to tackle educational disadvantage. The 
DEIS Plan 2017 sets out our vision for future intervention in the critical area of social inclusion 
in education policy. The DEIS Review consultation process noted stakeholder concerns about 
the use of educational outcomes as a basis for extending DEIS supports to schools, or for re-
ducing such supports.  In particular it was felt that outcomes achieved due directly to the input 
of specific additional resources and supports should not be used as a means to remove these 
supports from schools.  It was considered that this would give rise to a perception of penalising 
success and rewarding failure.

In relation to the new model for allocating Special Educational Needs Teachers to schools, 
in 2014 the National Council for Special Education Working group Report recommended a new 
model based on the profiled needs of each school, rather than primarily based on the diagnosed 
disability of individual children. 

It recommended that the allocation of additional teaching supports to schools should be 
based on a Baseline component provided to every mainstream school to support inclusion, and 
a school’s educational profile, based on:  

- Students with complex special educational needs. 

- Percentages of students performing below a certain threshold on standardised test results

- Social context of school which includes gender and educational disadvantage. 

However, it should be noted that these are separate elements of the school profile and that 
standardised test scores have therefore not been used to calculate the social context component 
of the school profile under the special education teaching allocation model.

Full details of how the special education teaching profiles have been calculated for schools 
are set out in my Departments Circulars on the 0013/2017 and 0014/2017. 

03/05/2017WRO01700Special Educational Needs Staff



3 May 2017

193

03/05/2017WRO01800170. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that students that commenced primary school in 2016 and that would not 
have been assessed at the time their school made an application for the new special education 
resource teaching model have been omitted from consideration for this system in view of the 
fact that they were not taken into consideration during the decision making process; if he will 
allow appeals in relation to these students that require access to this new model; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20991/17]

03/05/2017WRO01900171. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that students that will commence primary school in 2017 and would not 
have been assessed at the time their school made an application for the new special education 
resource teaching model; if he will allow appeals in relation to these students that require access 
to this new model; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20992/17]

03/05/2017WRO02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 170 and 171 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 
for post primary schools were published on 7th March 2017.

These Circulars set out the details of the new model for allocating special education teachers 
to schools.

The revised allocation process replaces the generalised allocation process at primary and 
post primary school level for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, 
and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided 
additional resource teaching supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low 
Incidence disabilities.

The new Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for spe-
cial educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile.

Allocations based on the school profiles were issued to all schools on 7th March.  Details 
of the special education teaching allocations have also been published on the NCSE website.

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs. Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

No school will lose supports as a result of the implementation of the new model. In addition, 
no school will receive an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less than the 
allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year. No allocation 
made for such pupils by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as that pupil remains 
in the school. 

An additional 900 teaching posts have been provided to support the introduction of this new 
allocation model. The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a very significant invest-
ment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with special educational needs 
in our schools. This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number of resource teachers al-
located to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011. 

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1200 schools who are iden-
tified as needing additional supports as a result of the new model. Supports for children with 
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special educational needs is a key priority for this Government. The new funding will ensure 
that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special education needs resources to provide 
additional teaching support to all pupils, including pupils who have yet to enrol in their school, 
who require such support. 

Under the new allocation model, schools will be provided with a total allocation which in-
cludes a baseline allocation for the school and an allocation based on the school’s profile. 

The provision of a profiled allocation will give a fairer allocation for each school which 
recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which provides a 
graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need in each school. 

Schools will be frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s profile, to provide sup-
ports immediately to those pupils who need it without delay. This will reduce the administrative 
burden on schools as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually 
and apply for newly enrolled pupils who require resource hours. Children who need support can 
have that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Schools will therefore no longer have to make applications, for newly enrolled pupils for 
whom resource teaching hours may have been provided under the old model, or for pupils who 
have received a new diagnosis, as schools will now receive a single allocation for all of their 
special education teaching needs, based on their school size and profile.   

The new allocations to schools will include provision to support all pupils in the schools, in-
cluding where a child receives a diagnosis after the allocation is received by a school, or where 
there are newly enrolling pupils to the school. 

All allocations to schools include a supplementary provision, which has been referred to as 
the ‘baseline allocation’ which is allocated over and above the profiled allocation. 

For students who start school from September 2017, with a specific diagnosis, either in ju-
nior infants or transferring from another school, the resources they need will already be in the 
school under the new model.  

It should be noted that this is a brand new model of allocation and is not comparable to the 
existing model. By using a broad range of attainment and socio-economic criteria, it is expected 
that generally, a school’s profile will remain relatively constant from year to year.  Each year, 
some students with additional teaching needs will leave and others will enrol, broadly balancing 
the school profile. Resources allocated under this model will not normally be adjusted between 
allocations. 

The NCSE has published details of the appeals process on the NCSE website: www.ncse.ie. 

Schools were asked to submit appeals by March 31st 2017. The appeal process will consid-
er whether the data used to calculate their school profile was correct and complete and whether 
it was correctly applied in the calculation of their 2017/18 allocation.

DES Circulars 0013/2017 and 0014/2017 outline the basis on which the Education Research 
Centre determined the allocations for all schools.  

The model will allow for some additional provision for exceptional circumstances or where 
a school’s enrolment levels increase very substantially prior to the next review of the model. 
The National Council for Special Education will support schools in managing their special 
education teaching allocations in the first instance. Only in very exceptional circumstances, 
where it can be demonstrated that the schools profile has changed very significantly since the 
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allocation was made to the school, may an additional allocation of hours be made to the school. 

Guidelines for schools on the organisation, deployment and use of their special education 
teachers to address the need of pupils with special educational needs are now published and 
available on the Departments website.

The Guidelines will support schools to reflect on how they can review and manage their 
timetabling practices to ensure the timetable is sufficiently flexible to meet the needs of all pu-
pils in their school who have special needs. The Guidelines encourage schools to ensure they 
deploy their resources appropriately to meet the needs of all of the children in their school who 
require additional teaching support, including pupils with emerging needs, or new entrants. 

03/05/2017WRO02100Education Data

03/05/2017WRO02200172. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the scores applied 
to DEIS schools in the recent review based on the individual needs of each school; the score 
applied to each DEIS school in County Tipperary; the scores awarded to each school awarded 
DEIS status nationally in band 1 and band 2, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21044/17]

03/05/2017WRO02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is the intention of my 
Department to make available to all schools information relating to this process and their own 
individual school data.  Arrangements for this are in hand and schools will be advised in due 
course. However it is not proposed to publish this information generally as there is a significant 
risk that this would allow crude comparisons to be drawn in terms of relative levels of disad-
vantage in schools.  This would be highly divisive; unfair to parents, students and communities; 
place schools in an invidious position; and be contrary to the public interest.

My Department is also making arrangements for schools to receive information about the 
DEIS identification process to clarify the methodology used.  This resource will also prepare 
schools for the forthcoming updating of the identification model to take account of 2016 Na-
tional Census data and 2016/17 pupil data supplied by schools.

Further information on the development of the identification methodology is available on 
my Department’s website at:http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-De-
livering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Review-Report.pdf.

03/05/2017WRO02400Teachers’ Remuneration

03/05/2017WRO02500173. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe to 
end the pay inequality that teachers endure in view of the fact that it has now been six years of 
discrimination. [21061/17]

03/05/2017WRO02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As a consequence of the 
financial crisis, there was a need to enact a number of measures to reduce public expenditure 
so as to stabilise the country’s public finances. A previous Government reduced the salaries and 
allowances payable to all new entrants to public service recruitment grades by 10% with effect 
from 1 January 2011. This decision also required that such new entrants would start on the first 
point of the applicable salary scale, which in the case of teachers had the effect of reducing their 
starting pay by a further 4-5%. Later in 2011, the Government placed a cap on the overall level 
of qualification allowances that could be earned by teachers. 
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Subsequently in 2012, following the public service-wide review of allowances, the Govern-
ment withdrew qualification allowances for new teachers altogether. However, the Government 
partially compensated for this by deciding that new entrant teachers would henceforth com-
mence on a new salary scale which had a starting point higher than the starting point of the old 
scale.

The public service agreements have allowed a programme of pay restoration to start. I have 
used this to negotiate substantial improvements in pay for new teachers. The agreement reached 
with TUI and INTO in September 2016 will see pay rises of between 15-22% (between €4,600 
and €6,700) for new entrant teachers.  The agreements also provide for earlier permanency for 
younger teachers, new promotion opportunities and new flexibilities in working hours.  The 
pay increases for new teachers were also available to ASTI members under the proposals which 
members recently balloted on.  

The agreements have restored an estimated 75% of the difference in pay for more recently 
recruited teachers and deliver full equality at later points in the scale.  This is substantial prog-
ress and strikes an equitable balance with other claims for funding on my Department, particu-
larly needs such as enhanced service for children with special educational needs, for disadvan-
taged schools, for growing schools, for Higher Education and for apprenticeships.  

It must be borne in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to the public service 
applied to all public servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration of these measures in 
respect of teachers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the public service. While I 
am not in a position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restoring all post-1 January 2011 
entrants in all areas of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale arrangements, I can say that 
in the case of education and training sector employees, including teachers, the estimated cost 
would be between €65 and €70 million per annum.  Clearly, the cost across the entire public 
service would be substantially higher.

Further negotiation on new entrant pay cannot focus on just one sector. A broader assess-
ment of pay and new entrant pay across the public service will be informed by the analysis of 
the Public Service Pay Commission. 

The Government established the Commission to examine pay levels across the public ser-
vice, including entry levels of pay. The Government also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal 
of the FEMPI legislation, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in 
recognition of the essential role played by public servants.

I accept that the teacher unions have outstanding pay demands and that the new entrant deal 
does not travel the full distance that they set out to achieve. However, it does represent signifi-
cant progress, and the door is not closed to the trade union movement seeking to advance the 
issue further in the context of future public service pay talks. Indeed, negotiations on a succes-
sor agreement to Lansdowne Road will shortly get under way. 

03/05/2017WRO02700Departmental Expenditure

03/05/2017WRO02800174. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of pay-
ments made by his Department or a public body under the aegis of his Department to a person 
(details supplied) in the past 36 months and to date in 2017. [21388/17]

03/05/2017WRO02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has not 
made any payments to this individual within the timeframe indicated in the Question. 
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The information sought by the Deputy in regard to the state bodies under the aegis of my 
Department is not routinely collated by my Department. 

Officials are making enquiries with the state bodies under the remit of my Department and 
will supply the information sought by the Deputy as soon as possible. 

03/05/2017WRO03000Social and Affordable Housing

03/05/2017WRO03100175. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the details on the rolling out of a new affordable housing scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20885/17]

03/05/2017WRO03200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have no plans at present to re-introduce an Affordable Housing Purchase Scheme 
because there are a range of measures being taken under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan 
for Housing and Homelessness to increase housing supply overall, with the aim of creating a 
functioning and sustainable housing system which can meet housing demand at more afford-
able prices. 

The plan is divided into five pillars, with each targeting a specific area of the housing sys-
tem. Pillar 3, entitled Build More Homes, has a key objective of increasing the output of private 
housing to meet demand at affordable prices. 

 The opening up of state owned lands for the development of for mixed-tenure housing, 
particularly in the major urban areas, where demand is greatest, is an important policy initia-
tive.  On 27 April 2017, I published details of some 2,000 hectares of land in public ownership, 
which has the potential to deliver up to 50,000 homes nationally. Full details of these sites can 
be accessed on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map at the following link: http://rebuild-
ingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

I have asked all local authorities to be innovative and proactive in developing these sites. 
The final model for each site will be the subject of careful consideration by the local author-
ity concerned, the elected members included, who are best placed to know and provide for the 
housing need in their area. Indeed, the Dublin local authorities are well advanced in bringing 
large-scale sites forward for mixed tenure housing, with projects advertised that can deliver 
circa 3,000 mixed-tenure homes in the Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council 
areas alone.  

 Other measures being taken to increase the supply of housing include:

- €200 million Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund;

- National Treasury Management Agency financing of large-scale “on-site” infrastructure;

- Planning Reforms;

- Putting in place a National Planning Framework and land management actions;

- Efficient design and delivery methods to lower housing delivery costs;

- Measures to support construction innovation and skills;

- The enhanced supply of more affordable starter homes in key locations through a targeted 
rebate of development contributions in Dublin and Cork for housing supplied under certain 
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price levels;

- New National Apartment Planning Guidelines, reducing the cost of apartment building;

- Changes to aspects of the operation of Strategic Development Zones to enable swifter 
adjustments to meet market requirements;

- A vacant sites levy.

Pillar 4 of the Rebuilding Ireland Plan, entitled Improve the Rental Sector, provided for the 
introduction of an affordable rental scheme to enhance the capacity of the private rented sector 
to provide quality and affordable accommodation for households currently paying a dispropor-
tionate amount of disposable income on rent. Lands held by local authorities in rent pressure 
zones are to be brought to market on a competitive tendering basis, with a view to leveraging 
the value of the land to deliver the optimum number of units for rent, targeting middle income 
households, in mixed tenure developments.

03/05/2017WRO03300Mortgage to Rent Scheme

03/05/2017WRO03400176. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the rights a person has in purchasing back a house under the mortgage to rent 
scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20918/17]

03/05/2017WRO03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under the Government’s Mortgage to Rent scheme for borrowers of commercial 
private lending institutions, a borrower who enters the scheme may buy back the property at 
market value after a period of 5 years. The Housing Agency administers the scheme on behalf 
of my Department. Further information on the scheme is available on the Housing Agency web-
site:  https://www.housingagency.ie/getattachment/Housing-Information/Mortgage-to-Rent-
Scheme/A-Guide-to-the-Mortgage-to-Rent-Scheme-August-2015.pdf.

Fire Stations Provision

03/05/2017WRP00200177. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of plans and the timeline for the delivery of a fire station (details 
supplied); if there are other similar projects proposed in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20938/17]

03/05/2017WRP00300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, in-
cluding the establishment and maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs 
and the provision of fire station premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities 
under the Fire Service Act, 1981.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting 
general policy, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and 
other related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on an annual €8 million allocation, to be used for the 
purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised Fire 
Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements to 
Training Centres. 
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Cavan County Council submitted a revised cost plan for a new station at Virginia to my 
Department in August 2016, and permission to proceed to tender was granted in November 
2016.  With this permission in place, Cavan County Council are progressing this project.  A fire 
station works project in Ballyjamesduff is also included in the Capital Programme under the list 
of priority projects to be progressed for 2018.

Monaghan County Council prioritised a new fire station for Castleblayney and provision 
has been made in the programme for its construction, with an indicative date of 2019.  The proj-
ects in the capital programme are reassessed on an annual basis and priority may be adjusted to 
bring forward projects offering best value-for-money and to take account of the state of readi-
ness of the projects.

Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme

03/05/2017WRP00400178. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when it is proposed to roll out the successor to the SICAP programme; his 
plans to have new tenders for the provision of this programme; his further plans to tender for 
the provision of this programme in one, two or three lots in County Galway; his plans to have 
a special provision that the programme will be delivered on all islands by the one service pro-
vider; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20985/17]

03/05/2017WRP00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Catherine Byrne): In relation to the Social Inclusion and Community Ac-
tivation Programme (SICAP), there are a number of actions being undertaken which will lead 
to a better understanding of SICAP and its impacts, and which will inform my Department in 
reshaping the next iteration of SICAP, due to roll out in 2018.

Firstly, my Department is leading a targeted national consultation process involving na-
tional and regional sessions and a number of focus groups in which feedback is being sought 
from the key stakeholders involved.  The consultation process offers a platform to consider 
how the programme can be refined and for solutions to be put forward in order to strengthen the 
programme from 2018.

Secondly, the ESRI has begun a qualitative study looking at SICAP goals and its gover-
nance structure as part of a wider evaluation project.

There is also a qualitative research project underway looking at a cohort of SICAP partici-
pants - young people not in employment, education or training (NEETs).  This research will 
examine how SICAP’s Programme Implementers identify and engage with this target group, it 
will look at the types of outcomes being achieved for them and it will put forward good practice 
examples to inform the next iteration of the programme.

The method for establishing contracts for the next SICAP programme is currently under 
consideration in my Department, commensurate with, inter alia, legal requirements, compli-
ance with the Public Spending Code and value for money considerations.

Legislative Programme

03/05/2017WRP00600179. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to commence section 28(1) of the Planning and Development (Hous-
ing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016. [21043/17]
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03/05/2017WRP00700180. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when he expects section 28 of the Planning and Development (Housing) 
and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 to be commenced; if he will notify this Deputy when this 
occurs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21075/17]

03/05/2017WRP00800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 179 and 180 together.

I am proposing to make certain amendments to section 28 of the Planning and Development 
(Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 relating to the extension of duration of certain 
planning permissions within the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 2016 which is 
currently progressing through the Oireachtas.  It is intended that this Bill will be enacted before 
the Oireachtas Summer recess, which will enable me to consider commencing section 28 of the 
2016 Act, as amended.

Local Authority Housing

03/05/2017WRP00900181. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the proposed timescale for the consultation, design, tendering, planning and 
construction of a proposed major housing development (details supplied). [21100/17]

03/05/2017WRP01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Government’s Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness 
(July 2016), which is available at the following link www.rebuildingireland.ie, is focused on 
increasing supply, across all tenures, to achieve total housing output of at least 25,000 homes 
per year by 2021 and beyond.

An important policy intervention in the delivery of new housing supply under Pillar 3 of 
Rebuilding Ireland is the development of State-owned lands for mixed-tenure housing, particu-
larly in the major urban areas, where demand is greatest.  Last week, I published details of some 
2,000 hectares of land in public ownership, which has the potential to deliver up to 50,000 
homes nationally.  Some 350 hectares of this land is located in the Dublin region.  Full details 
of these sites can be accessed on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map at the following 
link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/  .

In this regard, Dublin City Council is well advanced in bringing large-scale projects forward 
for mixed-tenure housing, under its Housing Land Initiative, on sites at Oscar Traynor Road, 
Emmet Road and Infirmary Road.  Collectively, these 3 sites have the potential to deliver 2,000 
mixed-tenure homes. 

The final model for each site, including the site at Oscar Traynor Road, will be the subject 
of careful consideration by the local authority concerned, including the elected members who 
are best placed to know and provide for the housing need in their area.  I understand that con-
sultation on the Oscar Traynor project will be via Dublin City Council’s Consultative Forum, 
which held its inaugural meeting on 30th March 2017, and will be in place until such time as 
the development is complete.

Dublin City Council has recently published notice of its intent to proceed with procurement 
for the development of a number of sites, including the Oscar Traynor Road site.  Taking ac-
count of the time required to complete the statutory procurement process, complete the design 
and obtain planning approval, in accordance with any Development Agreement that may be 
agreed with Dublin City Council, it is estimated that construction could commence in the latter 
half of 2018.
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Housing Provision

03/05/2017WRP01100182. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason for introducing an affordable rental scheme rather than an afford-
able housing scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21133/17]

03/05/2017WRP01200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A range of measures are being taken under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for 
Housing and Homelessness to increase housing supply overall, with the aim of creating a func-
tioning and sustainable housing system which can meet housing demand at more affordable 
prices. 

The plan is divided into five pillars, with each targeting a specific area of the housing sys-
tem.  Pillar 3, entitled Build More Homes, has a key objective of increasing the output of private 
housing to meet demand at affordable prices.

Action 4.6 of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan provided for the introduction of an afford-
able rental scheme to enhance the capacity of the private rented sector to provide quality and 
affordable accommodation for households currently paying a disproportionate amount of dis-
posable income on rent.  As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector published in December 
2016, the commitment on affordable rental is to be progressed through kick-starting supply in 
rent pressure zones.  Lands held by local authorities in rent pressure zones are to be brought 
to market on a competitive tendering basis, with a view to leveraging the value of the land to 
deliver the optimum number of units for rent, targeting middle income households, in mixed 
tenure developments.  The cost of providing rental units is to be permanently reduced by lower-
ing the initial investment and development costs for providers - AHB or private - allowing the 
rental units to be made available at below market prices without the need for ongoing rental 
subsidies.

In this regard, an important policy intervention in the delivery of new housing supply un-
der Pillar 3 of Rebuilding Ireland is the development of State-owned lands for mixed-tenure 
housing, particularly in the major urban areas, where demand is greatest.  On 27 April 2017, I 
published details of some 2,000 hectares of land in public ownership, which has the potential 
to deliver up to 50,000 homes nationally.  Full details of these sites can be accessed on the 
Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

I have asked all local authorities to be innovative and proactive in developing these sites.  
The final model for each site will be the subject of careful consideration by the local author-
ity concerned, the elected members included, who are best placed to know and provide for the 
housing need in their area.  Indeed, the Dublin local authorities are well advanced in bringing 
large-scale sites forward for mixed tenure housing, with projects advertised that can deliver 
circa 3,000 mixed-tenure homes in the Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council 
areas alone.

Social Welfare Benefits

03/05/2017WRP01300183. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of payment in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20884/17]

03/05/2017WRP01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned is in re-
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ceipt of a jobseeker’s transition payment which comprises a full personal rate and an increase 
in respect of 2 dependent children who qualify for payment under the provision of the scheme.  

It is open to the person concerned to contact her Intreo Centre in Newbridge if her circum-
stances have changed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Free Travel Scheme Data

03/05/2017WRP01500184. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 117 of 23 March 2017, the number of journeys the €80 million allocation 
for the free travel pass accounted for annually in each of the years  2011 to 2016 and to date in 
2017.  [20905/17]

03/05/2017WRP01600185. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Social Protection the percentage per 
fare covered by the free travel pass as an average of fares taken under the free travel scheme in 
CIÉ companies.  [20906/17]

03/05/2017WRP01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
184 and 185 together. 

It is not possible to quantify the specific number of journeys undertaken annually under the 
free travel scheme.  All transport companies participating in the free travel scheme are paid on 
the basis of fares foregone and payments are not made on a specific per journey basis.  This 
method of payment to travel operators for participation in the free travel scheme is designed to 
take account of the guarantee of regular and predictable cash flow and the utilisation of spare 
capacity in transport infrastructure which might otherwise be underutilised.

My Department currently makes a block payment to the CIÉ Group.  The apportionment of 
that payment between the three constituent companies, Bus Éireann, Bus Átha Cliath and Iarn-
ród Éireann is a matter for determination by CIÉ.  A discount of 40% is applied to that payment 
to reflect fares foregone.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Applications

03/05/2017WRP01800186. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for a partial capacity payment by a person (details supplied) in County Cork can be expedited.  
[20920/17]

03/05/2017WRP01900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) is a scheme which allows a person, who may not have full ca-
pacity for work, return to employment and continue to receive a payment from my Department.  
A person who applies for PCB will, in the first instance, be assessed by a medical assessor who 
will assess the restriction on their capacity for work.

The person concerned currently has a claim for illness benefit and has made an application 
for PCB.  This application was received on 25 April 2017.  The application has been referred to 
a  medical assessor for an opinion on the level of work restriction and, on receipt of this opinion, 
a decision will be made on the case and the person concerned will be notified of the position.  
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Every effort is being made to expedite the matter.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

03/05/2017WRP02000187. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for a 
domiciliary allowance will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20943/17]

03/05/2017WRP02100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
An application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from this lady on the 22nd 
February 2017.  The application will be examined by a Deciding Officer and the decision noti-
fied as soon as possible.  Applications are processed in date of receipt order; it can currently 
take 15 weeks to process an application for DCA.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Child Benefit Eligibility

03/05/2017WRP02200188. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on extend-
ing the cut-off for entitlement to children’s allowance to allow children who turn 18 years of 
age who are still in secondary education to continue to receive the children’s allowance; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20951/17]

03/05/2017WRP02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Child Benefit is a monthly pay-
ment made to families with children in respect of all qualified children up to the age of 16 years.  
The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up to their 18th birthday who are in 
full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is currently paid to around 623,000 
families in respect of some 1.2 million children, with an estimated expenditure of over €2 bil-
lion in 2017. 

Budget 2009 reduced the age for eligibility for Child Benefit from 19 years to less than 18 
years.  A value for money review of child income supports, published by the Department of 
Social Protection in 2010, found that the participation pattern of children in education supports 
the current age limit for Child Benefit. 

Extending the cut off for entitlement to allow Child Benefit to be paid in respect of those 
children who turn 18 year old and are still in secondary education would not be a targeted ap-
proach given the universality of Child Benefit.  The adoption of such a proposal would have 
significant cost implications and would have to be considered in an overall budgetary context. 

Families on low incomes can avail of a number of social welfare schemes that support chil-
dren in full-time education until the age of 22, including:

- qualified child increases (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;

- family income supplement (FIS) for low-paid employees with children;

- the back to school clothing and footwear allowance for low income families (paid at the 
full-time second level education rate).

I am satisfied these schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked with house-
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hold income and thereby supports low-income families with older children participating in 
full-time education. 

Free Travel Scheme

03/05/2017WRQ00200189. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection whether a person who 
holds a companion pass for a child with a disability can be issued with another companion pass 
to assist with other children who have to accompany them on public transport; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [20965/17]

03/05/2017WRQ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The current free travel scheme 
provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for those eligible under the 
scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided by companies such as Bus Átha 
Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services provided by over 80 pri-
vate transport operators.  There are currently approx. 880,000 customers with direct eligibility 
with an annual allocation of €80 million.  The scheme is available to all people aged over 66 liv-
ing permanently in the State.  To qualify for the scheme, applicants who are under age 66 must 
be in receipt of a qualifying payment.  These are invalidity pension, blind pension, disability 
allowance, carer’s allowance or an equivalent social security payment from a country covered 
by EC Regulations or one with which Ireland has a Bilateral Social Security Agreement.  

A companion free travel pass entitles the pass holder to have any one person, aged 16 years 
or over, to accompany him/her free of charge when travelling.  In addition to this, people in 
receipt of carers allowance or benefit from my Department are also entitled to a free travel pass 
in their own right. 

There are no plans at this time to increase the number of such companions that may travel 
without charge under the scheme.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

Carer’s Allowance Applications

03/05/2017WRQ00400190. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
carer’s allowance will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20988/17]

03/05/2017WRQ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 2 March 2017.  The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  If you require any further assistance with this 
query please do not hesitate to contact Philip in my office. 

Carer’s Allowance Applications

03/05/2017WRQ00600191. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a review of 
a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied).  [21000/17]
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03/05/2017WRQ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my Department 
received an application for Carer’s Allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 20 January 
2017.  It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have a disability 
whose effect is that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continuous supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least 
twelve months.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied 
and on the grounds that she was not providing full-time care and attention as required. The per-
son concerned was notified on 10 March 2017 of this decision, the reason for it and of her right 
of review and appeal. 

The person concerned has requested a review of this decision and submitted additional 
evidence in support of her application.  The review is currently being processed and once com-
pleted, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  If you require any further assistance with this 
query please do not hesitate to contact Philip in my office. 

Departmental Schemes

03/05/2017WRQ00800192. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons on schemes (details supplied) in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21002/17]

03/05/2017WRQ00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department provides a wide 
range employment supports including employer incentives, income support and activation sup-
ports catering for long-term unemployed jobseekers and those most distant from the labour 
market. These schemes provide work experience and training but also benefit communities 
across Ireland by supporting community services in childcare, health and social care, outdoor 
works and local facilities.

The number of participants at the end of March 2017, on each of the schemes requested by 
the Deputy, is presented in tabular form. 

Employment Programme Total Participants to end March 2017
Community Employment 22,121
Job Initiative* 870 
Gateway 399
JobBridge ** 976 
JobsPlus 5,738 
Jobpath 20,700 
Tus 7,262 
Wage Subsidy Scheme 2,356 
Rural Social Scheme 2,632
Total 64,349 
*Jobs Initiative has been closed to new applicants since 2004
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**JobBridge has been closed to new applicants since October 2016

The Local Training Initiative is not under the remit of my Department.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

03/05/2017WRQ01000193. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will be approved for and granted a domiciliary care allowance.  
[21011/17]

03/05/2017WRQ01100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): An 
application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from this lady on the 23rd Feb-
ruary 2017.  The application will be considered by a Deciding Officer and the decision notified 
as soon as possible.  Applications are processed in date of receipt order; it can currently take 15 
weeks to process an application for DCA.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Carer’s Allowance Applications

03/05/2017WRQ01200194. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo will be approved for and granted a carer’s allowance.  [21012/17]

03/05/2017WRQ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 24 February 2017.  
The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  If you require any further assistance with this 
query please do not hesitate to contact Philip in my office. 

Disability Allowance Data

03/05/2017WRQ01400195. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons in receipt of a disability allowance that are blind or have serious sight loss, that are deaf 
or blind and that have blindness or sight loss as a secondary disability; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21028/17]

03/05/2017WRQ01500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
At the end of March 2017 there were 128,090 persons in receipt of disability allowance (DA).  
The Department does not maintain a record of all persons in receipt of DA by type of disability 
or medical conditions.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Social Welfare Overpayments

03/05/2017WRQ01600196. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a 
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one parent family overpayment occurred for a person (details supplied) in view of the fact that 
the person informed his Department prior to taking up new employment on 12 December 2016; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21030/17]

03/05/2017WRQ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The one-parent family payment 
(OFP) is a payment for both men and women aged under 66 years who are bringing up a child 
or children without the support of a partner.  To qualify for an OFP payment a person must meet 
the conditions of the scheme as set down in legislation and they must satisfy a means test.

The OFP overpayment in this instance occurred due to an increase in the means of the per-
son concerned who commenced a new employment with increased income on 12th December 
2016. The Department was notified of this new employment by the Revenue Commissioners in 
February 2017.  There is no record of an earlier notification of this new employment.

As the person concerned received monies in excess of those due to her, an overpayment 
arose and she was notified of this early March 2017.  The overpayment was being recovered at 
the maximum amount of 15% of the weekly OFP personal rate.  However, following discus-
sions between the person concerned and the INTREO office in Buncrana an agreement has 
been made for a lower repayment rate with the recovery of the overpayment now spread over 
a longer period.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Poverty Data

03/05/2017WRQ01800197. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if his Department has 
conducted an analysis of the reason the latest Survey on Income and Living Conditions, SILC, 
figures show an increase in poverty and deprivation for persons not at work due to an illness 
and/or a disability; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21067/17]

03/05/2017WRQ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The latest CSO Survey on In-
come and Living Conditions (SILC) results for 2015 show that the consistent poverty rate, for 
people in households headed by a person who was unable to work due to illness or a disability, 
was 22.4% in 2015.  This compared to 14.4% the year before.  The at-risk-of-poverty rate in-
creased from 25.2% to 34.8% and basic deprivation rose from 51.3% to 53.2% for this group 
in 2015. 

These figures (like other statistics for very small groups in the survey) have been volatile in 
recent years.  This is due to smaller sample sizes.  It is not possible to say with certainty whether 
the changes over the year are statistically significant and indicative of a sustained trend.  My 
Department has not therefore conducted any further analysis of the reason for the specific de-
velopments described for 2015. 

Given the continuing economic recovery throughout 2016 and measures introduced in Bud-
gets 2016 and 2017, it is reasonable to expect future figures to show improvements.  I will 
continue to work with my Government colleagues to ensure that the economic recovery is ex-
perienced in all regions and by all families, households and individuals. 

The Government’s strategy for addressing poverty and social exclusion is set out in the Na-
tional Action Plan for Social Inclusion.  The Plan identifies a wide range of targeted actions and 
interventions to achieve the overall objective of reducing consistent poverty.  The Department 
will review the Plan this year, as it reaches the end of its current term, with a view to developing 
an updated plan for future periods.  The Department will also review the national social target 
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for poverty reduction.  This review will be undertaken in consultation with relevant stakehold-
ers.

The Government is committed to increasing the employment opportunities for people with 
a disability.  The Comprehensive Employment Strategy for people with disabilities adopts a 
cross-government approach that brings together various measures, to be taken by different De-
partments and State agencies, in a concerted effort to ad dress the barriers and challenges that 
impact on the employment of people with disabilities. The six strategic priorities are to: build 
skills, capacity and independence; provide bridges and supports into work; make work pay; 
promote job retention and re-entry into work; provide co-ordinated and seamless support; and 
engage employers.  These priorities are incorporated into the Pathways to Work Strategy and 
this ensures that there is an integrated focus on supports that enable people with disabilities to 
participate in employment where they have the capacity to do so.

My Department provides a range of specific income, activation and employment supports 
for people with a disability.  For instance, the partial capacity benefit scheme enables recipients 
of invalidity pension and illness benefit to take-up employment, on a voluntary basis, while con-
tinuing to receive income support. The Department manages a supported employment service 
(EmployAbility) which provides a dedicated job-coaching service for people with disabilities. 

Intreo services are also available to provide employment support services for people with 
disabilities who wish to engage with the service on a voluntary basis. There is also a focus on 
supports available to employers who employ people with disabilities such as the Wage Subsidy 
Scheme and the Workplace Equipment Adaption Grant Scheme.

The report of the Make Work Pay Interdepartmental Group was recently published. My 
Department is currently considering its recommendations and has already introduced a number 
of changes on foot of it.  For example, people on a long-term disability payment, including 
disability allowance, can keep their Free Travel Pass for five years after taking-up work.  My 
Department is also launching a protocol to allow people to return to Disability Allowance seam-
lessly if work doesn’t work out within a year. 

Social Welfare Fraud Data

03/05/2017WRQ02000198. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the expenditure on the 
campaign ‘Welfare Cheats Cheat Us All’ launched by his Department, including the expendi-
ture on advertising, including online, print and broadcast advertising and the national poster 
campaign; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21068/17]

03/05/2017WRQ02100199. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the way in which anti-
fraud measures saved his Department over €500 million in 2016; the areas in which savings 
were made, the payments or schemes where savings were made due to these measures and the 
savings made in each of these payments or schemes; if any of the €500 million was saved as a 
result of recouping overpayments made by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [21069/17]

03/05/2017WRQ02200200. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
caught for social welfare fraud in the past ten years, by county; the action that was taken in these 
cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21094/17]

03/05/2017WRQ02300201. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the details of the new 
campaign to deal with social welfare fraud; the number of incidents that have been detected to 
date, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21095/17]
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03/05/2017WRQ02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
198 to 201, inclusive, together.

The Department administers over 70 separate schemes and services, which affect the lives 
of almost every person in the State.  In 2016, some 1.7 million applications for benefit, assis-
tance and access to schemes were received and processed and over 82 million individual pay-
ments were made to people across all age groups and to employers.  The scale of its operations 
and expenditure demand that a robust and integrated range of control and anti-fraud measures 
are in place.  Measures to prevent and detect fraud and enhance controls across the Depart-
ment’s various schemes are set out in the Compliance and Anti-Fraud Strategy which covers 
the period 2014 – 2018. 

The “Welfare cheats cheat us all” publicity campaign is designed to:

- Promote discussion on the topic of social welfare fraud and challenge the perceptions of 
those who see it as a victimless crime;

- Encourage reporting of suspected/known social welfare fraud.  The “direct marketing” 
element of the campaign appeals to the public to report fraud and makes is easier for them to 
do so.  It also affords an opportunity to increase awareness of the Department’s fraud reporting 
contact numbers and online reporting options;

- Demonstrate that the Government and Department takes the issue of social welfare fraud 
very seriously and that it will investigate and prosecute, where this is found to be warranted; 
and

- Demonstrate that the Department is very conscious of its obligations, as one of the largest 
spending Departments in the State, and the importance of protecting the integrity of the social 
welfare system.

The delivery of the campaign will achieve a balance of coverage across all demographics 
and regions and incorporate print, national and regional radio stations, digital and outdoor ad-
vertising.  The national and regional radio, print and outdoor advertising will run for a period of 
two weeks, with a longer timeframe of 4 to 6 weeks for digital/online advertising.

The cost of the advertising campaign is €165,988 excluding VAT.  It includes all design and 
advertising costs associated with the campaign (print advertising, national and regional radio 
advertising, outdoor and online/digital advertising).  No additional costs arise in staff resources, 
website development or the provision of the telephone reporting facility.

Nearly 950,000 entitlement reviews and investigations were conducted across the Depart-
ment’s schemes in 2016.  These reviews yielded €506 million in control savings for the year.  
Reviews and investigations of entitlements are conducted by social welfare staff, social welfare 
inspectors and inspectors assigned to the Special Investigations Unit and a combination of 
desk-based assessment of entitlements, direct enquiries with recipients of social welfare pay-
ments, and face to face interviews with customers are used to check and determine on-going 
entitlement.  Details of savings recorded by DSP scheme are set out in table 1.
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TABLE:  Savings recorded by social welfare scheme 2016

Scheme Savings Recorded Scheme Savings Recorded 
Jobseekers Allow-
ance & Benefit

€172m Disability, Invalidity 
and Illness

€45m

Pensions and house-
hold benefits

€60m One parent family 
payments

€77m

Carer’s Allowance & 
Benefit

€9m Child Benefit €69m

Family Income 
Supplement

€42m Supplementary Wel-
fare Allowance

€26m

Employer inspec-
tions/reviews

€6m TOTAL €506m

Savings are calculated when a social welfare claim is reduced in value or terminated fol-
lowing a review or investigation initiated by my Department.  Control savings do not include 
any element where the customer voluntarily told the Department of changes in their means or 
circumstances which resulted in a reduction in the rate of payment or termination of the claim.  
Departmental error cases are also excluded from the savings figure.

The basis of the savings calculated is scheme specific.  The nature of the scheme is taken 
into account - in particular whether it is short-term (e.g. jobseeker’s benefit or supplementary 
welfare allowance) or more long-term (e.g. State Pension Contributory/Non-Contributory).  
Also taken into account is the length of time a person who has a claim reduced or terminated is 
expected to remain off a particular scheme or at the reduced rate of payment. 

The Department raised €110m in overpayments in 2016 of which €41m related to customer 
fraud – further information on this is set out in table 2.  Total expenditure on the Department’s 
programmes and schemes in 2016 was €19.2 billion.  Overpayments as a percentage of total 
programmes expenditure was of the order of 0.5%.  

The Deputies should also note that in 2016, approx. €82m in overpayments were recovered 
by my Department.  This relates to overpayments that were raised in 2016 and in previous years.  

TABLE:  Value and number of suspected fraud overpayments recorded: 2011 to 2016

2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
€m €m €m €m €m €m

Value of 
fraud over-
payments 
raised

€41.0 €49.0 €52.5 €61.9 €41.0 €34.9

Number 
of over-
payments 
raised

16,225 21,407 27,437 27,489 20,700 20,585

Data is not compiled in a manner that will allow for the number of suspected fraud cases to 
be reported by county without significant administrative effort.

As of 2 May, the number of reports received since the fraud campaign was launched is 
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1,434.  An analysis of reports received has not yet commenced.

03/05/2017WRR00200Social Welfare Benefits

03/05/2017WRR00300202. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the 
proposal that income received by social welfare recipients from the rent-a-room scheme should 
be disregarded in view of the potential of this scheme to contribute to addressing the housing 
crisis. [21101/17]

03/05/2017WRR00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Social welfare legislation pro-
vides that, for means testing purposes, rental income received by a claimant and his or her 
spouse/partner where it derived from a property other than the family home is not assessed. 
However, the yearly value of such a second property is assessed on a notional basis based on 
the market value of the property less any outstanding mortgage. This reflects the position that 
the individual(s) possesses a capital asset which can be realised to provide income support.     

Where an individual is renting part of their family home, the cash value of the rental income 
is assessed. Such rental income is reduced by a range of deductions. These include:

i. a proportion of any mortgage interest paid by the claimant on the part of the property 
rented,

ii. a 15% deduction for voids (i.e. periods when the accommodation is vacant between let-
tings), and,

iii. if the rooms let are furnished, a 5% deduction for wear and tear.

These arrangements are outlined on the Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Means-Assessment.aspx.

In addition, a special provision exists for claimants of the State Pension (Non-Contributory) 
and Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Non-Contributory) Pension, whereby no 
assessment is made of any money received in respect of rent from a person who lives with the 
pensioner where, but for that person, the pensioner would be living alone. 

Fully disregarding all rental income would run contrary to the policy of ensuring that social 
welfare expenditure is targeted to those who need it the most.  It could also potentially nega-
tively impact on the incentive to work for working age recipients.  Any change to my Depart-
ment’s means policies would have to be considered in the overall policy and budgetary context.

03/05/2017WRR00500Social Welfare Offices

03/05/2017WRR00600203. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will give con-
sideration to a request from a local authority (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21105/17]

03/05/2017WRR00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy will be aware that I 
discussed this matter at the meeting with the local Oireachtas Members and Councillors from 
the Ballybay - Clones Municipal District on Wednesday 5th   October 2016.   It is not proposed 
to open an Intreo Centre or government building in Ballybay, or to relocate one of the Depart-
ment’s agencies there.  I continue, however, to be fully supportive of any initiatives that will 
boost employment opportunities - be they from public or private sector – for people in the Bal-
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lybay area in the future.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRR00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

03/05/2017WRR00900204. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied) for carer’s allowance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21135/17]

03/05/2017WRR01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 22 November 
2016.

The application was referred to a local social welfare inspector (SWI) on 23 January 2017 
to assess the level of care being provided, assess means and confirm that all the conditions for 
receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made 
and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRR01100Departmental Expenditure

03/05/2017WRR01200205. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the details of payments 
made by his Department, or a public body under the aegis of his Department, to a person (de-
tails supplied) in the past 36 months and to date in 2017. [21392/17]

03/05/2017WRR01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There have been no payments 
made by my Department, or by any public body under the aegis of my Department, to the per-
son during the period in question.

03/05/2017WRR01400Human Rights

03/05/2017WRR01500206. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on the recent atrocities inflicted on gay men in Chechnya as outlined in correspondence (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20903/17]

03/05/2017WRR01600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware of 
alarming reports by international human rights organisations and in the media of a campaign of 
abduction, abuse and ill-treatment of men in the Chechen Republic on the basis of their sexual 
orientation. If confirmed, these actions would amount to serious violations of fundamental hu-
man rights.

In a statement delivered to the Seanad on my behalf by Minister Helen McEntee on 12 
April, I joined in the widespread calls for the Russian Government to urgently undertake a full 
and thorough investigation into these reports and to ensure that any individuals found to have 
committed crimes be brought to justice.  I also emphasised Russia’s international obligations to 
ensure the safety of all persons who may be at risk of persecution. This call was reiterated by 
the Irish Ambassador to the Council of Europe at a meeting of the Council of Europe Commit-
tee of Ministers on 19 April.
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The European Union is also pressing the Russian authorities to ensure that the allegations 
are fully investigated and that those fleeing persecution are given full protection. The EU High 
Representative Federica Mogherini raised the matter during a meeting with the Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov in Moscow on 24 April. HR Mogherini highlighted the serious con-
cerns of the European Union and its Member states over the allegations and urged the govern-
ment to take the necessary steps to ensure that the rights of the gay community in Chechyna are 
respected, in line with Russia’s international human rights commitments.

03/05/2017WRR01700Human Rights Cases

03/05/2017WRR01800207. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to recent developments concerning a person (details supplied) who has been 
detained by Bahraini authorities since June 2016; his plans to raise these issues with the Gov-
ernment of Bahrain; and if he will call for the release of the person to allow them get necessary 
medical care from international medical professionals. [20904/17]

03/05/2017WRR01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am very familiar 
with the case of the person in question, with his work as a human rights defender, and with his 
treatment by the Bahraini authorities since June 2016, and indeed before this.  My Department 
has also recently been made aware of his health issues, which have reportedly deteriorated seri-
ously during his most recent incarceration.

Ireland attaches a high priority to safeguarding human rights defenders, and has continually 
advocated for freedom for civil society actors to operate in a safe and enabling environment, 
without repression.  In August 2014, officials from my Department met with the individual who 
is the subject of this Question, and discussed the situation of human rights in Bahrain with him.  
In October 2015, the Bahrain National Institution for Human Rights (BNIHR) came to Ireland 
on a training visit, which included meetings with Irish human rights and civil society organisa-
tions.  Officials from my Department also met with this group, and set out Ireland’s support for 
human rights promotion across the Middle East region.  We also engage with a number of Irish 
and international NGOs on human rights issues in Bahrain.

Ireland’s concerns about human rights issues in Bahrain, in particular around civil liberties, 
are also regularly conveyed to the Bahraini authorities.  In March, officials from my Depart-
ment met with an official from the Bahraini Embassy in London to discuss the human rights 
situation in Bahrain, and this specific case was discussed.  My officials also raised ongoing hu-
man rights issues with Bahrain in the context of Bahrain’s Universal Periodic Review, which 
took place in Geneva earlier this week.  In advance of this review, the Irish Mission to the UN 
in Geneva supported an event by the Bahrain Centre for Human Rights in early February.  

Further, Ireland’s (non-resident) Ambassador to Bahrain met with the Bahraini Deputy Min-
ister for International Affairs, Abdullah Bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, at the beginning of this year and 
they discussed human rights.  As such, my Department utilises all possible opportunities to ex-
press Ireland’s concerns about the human rights situation in Bahrain to the Bahraini authorities, 
and the case of this individual in particular has been raised where appropriate.  

The Deputy puts this question to me at a time where we have witnessed some deterioration 
in the human rights situation in Bahrain, in particular in the targeting those who express dissent 
or criticism of the Bahraini Government.  My Department will continue to monitor the situation 
in Bahrain, and will also continue to call on the Bahraini Government to make good on their 
stated commitment to make progress in the area of human rights.
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03/05/2017WRR02000Flood Relief Schemes Status

03/05/2017WRR02100208. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of planned flood relief works (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20935/17]

03/05/2017WRR02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised that an application for funding under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works 
& Coastal Protection scheme has been submitted by Cork County Council for a project at 
Ballintubber, Carrigtohill, Co Cork and is currently under consideration in the Office of Pub-
lic Works (OPW).  Cork County Council will be the implementing authority for the proposed 
works and the Council will be contacted by the OPW for any further information or clarification 
required.  The Council will be notified when the assessment is completed.

03/05/2017WRR02300Garda Stations

03/05/2017WRR02400209. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
completion date for construction works at the new Bailieborough Garda station; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20940/17]

03/05/2017WRR02500212. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost-
ings for a new Garda station (details supplied); the location of same; the stage the plans are at; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20941/17]

03/05/2017WRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 209 and 212 together.

The OPW continues to progress all legal matters relating to the acquisition of the site for 
the new station as a matter of high priority and has completed its role in the acquisition of the 
property.

Until the acquisition process is fully completed it is not possible to determine or advise on 
the exact details on costs, location, stage or completion as requested.  In view of the Deputy’s 
repeated interest and questioning on the matter, I can advise that any change in circumstances 
could be made available to her or she may wish to contact my Office directly.

03/05/2017WRR02700National Monuments

03/05/2017WRR02800210. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
review the Phase 2 restoration works to Maynooth Castle, County Kildare, which included the 
provision of a roof on the keep of the castle and an auditorium, with a view to promoting May-
nooth Castle as a tourist attraction and in view of the promotion of Ireland’s Ancient East; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20974/17]

03/05/2017WRR02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): There are no plans currently to do any works at Maynooth Castle such as are de-
scribed in the Deputy’s Question.  The building is in a good state of conservation and continues 
to be maintained in good order by the Office of Public Works, but no capital investment to cre-
ate new visitor facilities is contemplated at this time.   

Maynooth currently operates as a seasonal site, open to visitors with a Guide Service from 
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mid May until the end of September.   As a heritage asset therefore within the Ireland’s Ancient 
East area, it will, in tandem with all the other Heritage sites managed by the OPW, continue to 
be available for visitors and for suitable special events and will remain a contributor to the local 
tourism economy.

03/05/2017WRR03000Departmental Expenditure

03/05/2017WRR03100211. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the details 
of payments made by his Department, or a public body under the aegis of his Department, to a 
person (details supplied) in the past 36 months and to date in 2017. [20895/17]

03/05/2017WRR03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, neither my Department nor the bodies under its aegis have made any 
payments to the person in question in the past 36 months or to date in 2017.

  Question No. 212 answered with Question No. 209.

03/05/2017WRS00150Flood Relief Schemes Status

03/05/2017WRS00200213. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son for the delay in the Office of Public Works, OPW, formally approving the lower Morrell 
river flood relief scheme and the funding of same in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20966/17]

03/05/2017WRS00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I refer the Deputy to my previous reply on this matter on the 12 April, 2017.

Kildare County Council (KCC) is the Contracting Authority for the Lower Morrell River 
Flood Relief Scheme and the Council is managing and overseeing the necessary work to prog-
ress the scheme. 

Formal approval of the scheme and its funding by the Office of Public Works (OPW) will 
happen when the Council and its consultants complete the detailed design and the Environmen-
tal Impact Statement (EIS) and are ready to submit the scheme for planning approval. This is 
expected to happen very shortly.  The Council is working on finalising the detailed design and 
the EIS which includes liaising with the various landowners / stakeholders who will be im-
pacted by the proposed works. 

I can confirm that the Lower Morrell Scheme remains a priority and the OPW has included 
provision for the cost of the proposed works in its financial profiles in the period up to 2020.

03/05/2017WRS00350Departmental Funding

03/05/2017WRS00400214. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the additional funding that will be made available to the Health Service Executive, HSE, for sec-
tion 39 organisations’ pay restoration in view of the fact that pay cuts were imposed following 
2009 funding cuts from the HSE; the decisions taken regarding section 39 organisations in the 
discussions around pay restoration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20987/17]

03/05/2017WRS00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue 
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raised by the Deputy is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Health to consider in the first 
instance as the organisations in question come within the purview of the Department of Health 
in respect of the matters referred to.

03/05/2017WRS00550Capital Expenditure Programme

03/05/2017WRS00600215. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
criteria and the processes which will be applied to proposed capital projects for inclusion in the 
Government’s capital investment plan for 2016 to 2021.  [21020/17]

03/05/2017WRS00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Capital 
Plan “Building on Recovery”, sets out a €42 billion framework to address our priority capital 
projects up to 2021. 

The Plan is now being reviewed to ensure that capital spending is strictly aligned with na-
tional economic and social priorities, consistent with Programme for Partnership Government 
objectives. This includes examining how available capital funds can best be allocated to under-
pin sustainable medium-term economic growth and future growth potential.  

The process will comprise a focused review of priorities aimed primarily at advising Gov-
ernment, in the context of Budget 2018, on how the additional capital funding committed by 
Government should be allocated over the remainder of the plan.  This will examine priority 
areas for investment, consistent with the objectives of the existing Capital Plan and the specific 
investment priorities contained in the Programme for Government.

My Department has written to all Departments initiating the Review process and has sought 
submissions, including proposals for any of the additional capital funding available. In the first 
instance, it is therefore a matter for each Department as to how it has assessed its sectoral capi-
tal plan in the light of any factors since the plan was originally published in 2015, and propose 
any consequent reprioritisation or additional priorities when making their submission.

A public consultation has also been undertaken to inform the review of the Capital Plan, as 
detailed on my Department’s website (http://www.per.gov.ie/en/public-consultations/).  As part 
of that consultation we have sought views as to what criteria could be used to assess capital 
programmes. Possible criteria include: economics benefits; positive impact on equality and so-
cial inclusion; consistency with the achievement of Climate and Energy Goals; alignment with 
the new National Planning Framework; and addressing current bottlenecks. Views were also 
sought as to whether any other criteria should be considered.

Taking these submissions into account and drawing on analysis carried out by my Depart-
ment, the proposals received from Departments will be assessed with a view to making recom-
mendations to Government in Q3 2017, to inform final decisions by Government on revised 
capital allocations, to be announced in the context of Budget 2018.

It should also be noted that, as specified in the Capital Plan itself, each Government Depart-
ment must ensure that individual projects and investment proposals are subject to all of the 
relevant appraisal processes and value for money tests in accordance with the Public Spending 
Code (PSC) before Exchequer resources are committed under the Capital Plan.  The Capital 
Plan itself sets out the framework and broad direction for investment priorities and provides 
Exchequer allocations to Departments.

03/05/2017WRS00725Lobbying Reform
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03/05/2017WRS00800216. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of submissions received as part of the consultation process on the legislative review 
of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015; if he will provide a list of the persons and bodies that 
made submissions; and the reason these submissions are not yet published on his Department’s 
website. [21076/17]

03/05/2017WRS00900217. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on the report on the review of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015; and the reason the 
report was not brought to the Houses of the Oireachtas in March 2017 as required by legisla-
tion. [21077/17]

03/05/2017WRS01000218. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for changes in legislation following the review of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015. 
[21078/17]

03/05/2017WRS01100219. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to honour the committment given by his predecessor (details supplied) to extend the 
category of officials that are designated public officials under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 
2015 to include civil servants at principal officer level. [21079/17]

03/05/2017WRS01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 216 to 219, inclusive, together.

The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 commenced on 1 September 2015.  The Act is de-
signed to provide appropriate transparency on “who is lobbying whom about what” and is 
viewed internationally as an exemplar to others. There are currently 1,600 organisations and 
individuals who have registered on the lobbying register, and just over 11,000 returns have been 
submitted and are available for viewing on lobbying.ie. It is clear that the work undertaken by 
my Department and the Standards Commission in leading awareness and understanding of the 
Act has been effective and I am confident that this momentum will be maintained as the work 
continues.

Section 2 of the Act required that the first review of the operation of the Act be commenced 
by 1 September 2016, that a consultation process be undertaken in the context of that review 
and that the report of the review be submitted to both Houses of the Oireachtas. The Act also 
requires further reviews to be carried out every three years. 

I am pleased to advise that there was a good outcome from the public consultation process 
with some 31 submissions received from different sectors of society including academia, rep-
resentatives of business and other interest groups, Government Departments and public affairs 
organisations. The submissions are broadly supportive of the legislation and consider that it 
provides an instrument for the public to gain insights into the decisions and actions of public 
servants and the communications that lead to these outcomes. The submissions are available 
on my Departments website and can be viewed on http://www.per.gov.ie/en/regulation-of-lob-
bying/.

As regards the report of the review, it sets out the purpose of the Act, the approach taken in 
the review, the international perspective, the findings in terms of an overview of the issues raised 
in the submissions and our responses, and recommends a number of administrative actions to be 
taken.  This report has been sent to the Ceann Comhairle of the Dáil, the Cathaoirleach of the 
Seanád and the Chairman of the Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, and 
Taoiseach on 2 May 2017 and laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.  It is available to view 
at http://www.per.gov.ie/en/regulation-of-lobbying/.
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Extension of the categories of officials comprehended by the Act was considered by my 
officials in the context of the review.  In this regard, consideration was given to a number of 
factors including:

- it was a matter raised by a number of stakeholders but stakeholders disagreed on who 
should be included with some seeking that the list of Designated Public Officials (DPOs) should 
include senior officials in influential public bodies, and some seeking that the Principal level be 
included on a case by case basis only.  The majority of submissions however considered that 
inclusion of the Principal in the civil service or any other categories of public officials as DPOs 
would place a great burden on lobbyists in terms of reporting relevant communications.

- The categories of DPOs comprehended by the Act already covers the major categories of 
positions who are the decision makers in respect of both the civil service and the local authori-
ties. 

- The Act itself is in force for a relatively short period and the enforcement provisions only 
commenced in January this year. 

Taking the above into account, I consider that the Act needs further time to bed down before 
any extension of the cohort of DPOs takes place.  This will provide the opportunity for further 
evidence of the groups of persons to be considered for inclusion as DPOs to be gathered and 
the matter can be considered in the 2019 review of the Act or before that if I deem it necessary.  

I am not recommending that any amendments be made to the Act at this stage for a number 
of reasons.  I believe that it would be prudent to allow further time for the system to establish 
itself, and for additional evidence regarding how the operation of the Act is proceeding to be 
gathered and assessed.  In addition, Ireland is in a small leading group of countries with effec-
tive lobbying regulation.  Introducing the prospect of potential legislative change at this early 
stage clearly has the potential to give rise to significant uncertainty regarding the future shape of 
the legislation which runs the risk of adversely affecting the operation of the lobbying regime.  

Furthermore I am advised that the majority of issues raised have either already been dealt 
with by the Standards Commission through its work and use of the website or, in my view, can 
be handled administratively without any requirement for legislative change. I have set out a 
number of administrative actions to be taken such as development of further guidance, FAQs 
etc.  My strong view is that legislative change is not something that should be embarked upon 
unless there is a compelling business case for change, such as in circumstances where the leg-
islation is not functioning effectively in a significant way, in terms of the policy objectives for 
the legislation. This is clearly not the situation we find ourselves in with this Act as reflected in 
the positive results to date and in international commentary.

03/05/2017WRS01250Maoiniú d’Eagrais Ghaeilge

03/05/2017WRS01300220. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cad é go praiticiúil atá beartaithe aici a dhéanamh chun dul i 
ngleic leis na scéalta tubaisteacha go bhfuil titim tagtha ar líon na nGaeilgeoirí sa stát don chéad 
uair ó 1946 i leith, agus titim ollmhór tagtha ar líon na ndaoine a labhraíonn Gaeilge go laethúil 
sa Ghaeltacht; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [20954/17]

03/05/2017WRS01400221. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an gcuirfidh sí an maoiniú cuí ar fáil anois, i bhfianaise 
fhigiúirí tubaisteacha an daonáirimh, leis an phlean infheistíochta Gaeilge, atá aontaithe ag 
80 grúpa Gaeilge ar fud na tíre, a chur i bhfeidhm ina iomláine, le postanna is breis deiseanna 
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úsáide Gaeilge a chruthú; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [20955/17]

03/05/2017WRS01500222. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an aontaíonn sí gur chóir scéim fostaíochta shuntasach a 
chruthú sa Ghaeltacht i bhfianaise fhigiúirí tubaisteacha an daonáirimh faoin titim ollmhór atá 
tagtha ar líon na gcainteoirí Gaeilge sna ceantair Ghaeltachta; an aontaíonn sí gurb í an dóigh 
is éifeachtaí chun an méid sin a dhéanamh maoiniú a chur ar fáil don phlean infheistíochta 
Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [20956/17]

03/05/2017WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Tógfaidh mé Ceisteanna Uimhir 220 , 221 agus 221 le chéile.

Dírím aird an Teachta ar an bhfreagra a thug mé ar a Cheist Dála Uimhir 40 agus na frea-
graí a thug mé ar Cheisteanna na dTeachtaí Connolly agus Uí Chuív inné Uimhir 68 agus 79 a 
thugann léargas ar an obair bhreise atá ar bun trasna an státchórais mar a bhaineann sé le feidh-
miú na Straitéise 20-Blain don Ghaeilge.

Maidir leis an  gceist  faoi scéim fostaíochta  shuntasach a chruthú  sa Ghaeltacht  ní miste 
dom a  rá go bhfuil, dar liom, obair den scoth déanta ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ón uair gur bu-
naíodh é sa bhliain 1980 agus freagracht air as forbairt eacnamaíochta, shóisialta agus chul-
túrtha na Gaeltachta. Is cinnte gur éirigh le hÚdarás na Gaeltachta infheistíocht shubstaintiúil 
a mhealladh chun na Gaeltachta thar na blianta agus tá sé thar a bheith tábhachtach a chinntiú 
go leanfar leis an infheistíocht sin chun pobal labhartha na Gaeilge a choinneáil sa Ghaeltacht. 
I dtaca le sin chuir mé fáilte roimh seo roimh dhea-fhigiúirí fostaíochta an Údaráis do 2016. 
Tógáil croí é a fheiceáil go bhfuil leibhéal fostaíochta seasmhach sna Gaeltachtaí agus go bhfuil 
borradh faoi ghnóthaí nua fós ann le 36 comhlacht nua ag dul i mbun gnó i 2016 agus 100 post 
cruthaithe iontu roimh dheireadh na bliana.

Maidir le buiséad caipitil an Údaráis do 2017, bhí €1m breise i maoiniú caipitil aonuaire 
faighte mar chuid de Mheastacháin Athbhreithnithe 2016. Tá sé seo coinnithe don bhliain 
reatha, rud a chiallaíonn gurb é €6.687m an bunlíne nua caipitil i mBuiséid 2017 d’Údarás 
na Gaeltachta, €1m níos airde ná an bunlíne i mBuiséid 2016. Ar ndóigh bhí áthas orm gur 
éirigh liom maoiniú breise dé €2.4m a chur ar fail do bhuiséad caipitil Údarás na Gaeltachta 
le linn 2016. Táim sásta gur chuir an maoiniú breise seo ar chumas Údarás na Gaeltachta poist 
a choinneáil ina gcliant-chomhlachtaí sa Ghaeltacht agus tuilleadh infheistíochta a mhealladh 
go ceantair Ghaeltachta. Chuige sin, is í mo thuiscint go bhfuil sí mar aidhm ag an Údarás 500 
post nua a chruthú sa Ghaeltacht i 2017. Ba mhaith liom a rá freisin, ós rud é go bhféadfadh cur 
i bhfeidhm pleananna teanga faoi Acht na Gaeltachta 2012 a bheith ag tosú sa bhliain reatha i 
suas le 13 Limistéar Pleanála Teanga Gaeltachta, úsáidfear an ciste €735,000 atá á chur ar fáil 
agam don Údarás i mbliana - atá ardaithe ó €400,000 in 2016, chun cur ar chumas na limistéar, 
Oifigeach Gaeilge a fhostú le cúram a dhéanamh d’fheidhmiú phlean teanga an limistéir sin.   
Leanfaidh mé orm ag lorg maoiniú breise don Údarás sa tréimhse amach romhainn. Ní miste 
dom a lua chomh maith go bhfuil ról lárnach ag Údarás na Gaeltachta i bhfeidhmiú an Phlean 
Gnímh do Cheantair Tuaithe na hÉireann. 

  Mar is eol don Teachta, tá ról reachtúil ag Foras na Gaeilge chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun 
cinn i ngach gné den saol ar fud oileán na hÉireann.  Tá iliomad oibre idir lámha aige ar bhonn 
leanúnach chun a dhualgais reachtúla a chomhlíonadh:

-  Tá Pleananna Gnó agus Corparáideach Fhoras na Gaeilge, agus na pleananna atá aonta-
ithe idir Foras na Gaeilge agus na 6 Cheanneagraíocht, dírithe ar mhéadú a dhéanamh ar líon 
na ndaoine a úsáideann an Ghaeilge ar bhonn rialta agus iad  curtha in oiriúint don Straitéis 20 
Bliain don Ghaeilge.
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-  Tá an Cur Chuige Comhpháirtíochta leis na 6 Cheaneagraíocht i bhfeidhm anois ó 
dheireadh 2014, agus tá ag éirí leis na Ceanneagraíochtaí dul i bhfeidhm ar an phobal. Mar sin 
féin, glacfaidh sé tamall de bhlianta go bhfeicfimid toradh na hoibre sin ar fhigiúirí an daonáir-
imh.

-  Beidh Foras na Gaeilge agus Gaeloideachas ag tacú le forfheidhmiú an Pholasaí don 
Oideachas Gaeltachta, rud a imreoidh tionchar ar úsáid na Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht.

-  Tá obair pleanála ar siúl faoi láthair i dtrí cinn de bhailte atá sé beartaithe a ainmniú mar 
Bhailte Seirbhíse Gaeltacht, agus i dtrí cinn de bhailte atá sé beartaithe a ainmniú mar líonraí 
Gaeilge.

-  Beidh Foras na Gaeilge agus na 6 Cheanneagraíocht ag déanamh anailíse ar na figiúirí da-
onáirimh ag an Fhóram Comhpháirtíochta, agus ag déanamh athbhreithniú ar a gcuid pleananna 
bunaithe ar an anailís sin.

-  Tá moltaí curtha faoi bhráid mo Roinne ag Foras na Gaeilge ar bhealaí le tacú le forbairt 
phobail labhartha Gaeilge tríd Éire Ildánach, trí Fhíorú Acmhainneacht na Tuaithe agus i leith 
infheistíocht caipitil in ionaid Ghaeilge ar fud na tíre.

-  Beidh Foras na Gaeilge ag cur comhairle i láthair na Roinne Oideachais agus Scileanna i 
leith theagasc na Gaeilge i mbunscoileanna agus i leith thacú le forbairt na Gaeilge labhartha i 
measc dhaltaí scoile dara leibhéal trí mhéadú a dhéanamh ar an Ghaelbhratach.

-  Tá moltaí forbartha ag leibhéal na réamhscolaíochta curtha faoi bhráid na Roinne Leanaí 
agus Gnóthaí Óige ag Foras na Gaeilge i gcomhar le Gaeloideachas le tacú le forbairt na Gaeilge 
sa phobal i naíonraí.

Tá réimse leathan ábhar agus gníomhaíochta ar leith clúdaithe sa phlean infheistíochta, agus 
tá dul chun cinn suntasach á dhéanamh in an-chuid de na ghníomhaíochta seo cheana féin, agus 
maoiniú bhreise curtha ar fáil do chuid acu.  Mar shampla, tá an Roinn ag cur maoiniú do os ci-
onn €300,000 ar fáil i mbliana chun cúrsa céime ar líne sa Ghaeilge agus i gCultúr Traidisiúnta 
na hÉireann a fhorbairt, i gcomhpháirtíochte le hOllscoil Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath.  Cé nach 
miste a admháil gur plean uaillmhianach atá curtha le chéile ag na grúpaí Gaeilge agus Gael-
tachta - atá ag lorg ollmhaoiniú breise thart €5m i 2017 agus €30m thar an tréimhse 2018-2019 
- tig leis an Teachta glacadh leis go leanfaidh mé, feadh mo chumais, ag lorg acmhainní breise 
don earnáil Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta, laistigh den oll-sholáthar airgeadais atá ar fáil don Rialtas.

03/05/2017WRS01650Maternity Services

03/05/2017WRS01700223. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost per 
child of introducing a baby box scheme similar to that operating in Scotland. [20998/17]

03/05/2017WRS01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, I 
have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Question No. 224 answered with Question No. 51.

03/05/2017WRT00200Hospital Staff Data

03/05/2017WRT00300225. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number and grades 
of all vacancies at Galway University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20889/17]

03/05/2017WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

03/05/2017WRT00500Voluntary Sector Data

03/05/2017WRT00600226. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the policy of the HSE re-
garding zero-hour contracts and if-and-when contracts of employment for section 39 Health Act 
2004 organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20890/17]

03/05/2017WRT00700227. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the name and number of 
all section 39 Health Act 2004 organisations in Galway city and county; the level of public 
funding allocated to each organisation; the number of staff employed by each organisation; if 
he will provide a breakdown of employment contracts (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20891/17]

03/05/2017WRT00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 226 and 
227 together.

Under section 39 of the Health Act 2004, the HSE has in place Service Level Agreements 
with voluntary providers which set out the level of service to be provided for the grant to the 
individual organisation.  Any individuals employed by these section 39 organisations are not 
HSE employees and therefore, the HSE has no role in determining the terms and conditions 
of contracts applying to these staff.  Accordingly, such arrangements offered by each service 
provider may vary.

In relation to the other matters referred to, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

03/05/2017WRT00900Disability Services Funding

03/05/2017WRT01000228. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health in relation to an organisa-
tion (details supplied) the annual amount of funding given to the organisation for each of the 
past five years to 2016 and to date in 2017; the number of staff employed by the organisation; 
if he will provide a breakdown of employment contracts (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20892/17]

03/05/2017WRT01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRT01200Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review
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03/05/2017WRT01300229. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to publish the 
recommendations of the interdepartmental working group on the fair deal scheme; if he will 
introduce changes to the scheme to provide certainty to persons (details supplied) and address 
the situation whereby the viability of farms can be undermined due to the terms of the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20893/17]

03/05/2017WRT01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in need of long-term 
nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their income 
and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to ensure that long-
term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for 
in the most appropriate settings. 

When the NHSS commenced in 2009, a commitment was made that it would be reviewed 
after three years.  The Report of the Review was published in July 2015.  Arising out of the 
Review, a number of key issues have been identified for more detailed consideration across 
Departments and Agencies.

An Interdepartmental/Agency Working Group has been established to progress the recom-
mendations contained in the Review.  This Group is chaired by the Department of Health and 
includes representatives from the Department of the Taoiseach, the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, the HSE, the Revenue Commissioners, and when required, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF).  These recommendations include examining the treatment 
of business and farm assets for the purposes of the financial assessment element of the Scheme.  
This work is currently underway.  An initial report on progress was submitted to the Cabinet 
Committee on Health in September 2016.

Once all of the relevant Review recommendations have been considered, any amendments 
required to the Scheme will be identified.  Changes which require legislative implementation 
will be addressed collectively; in that regard it is important to remember that the NHSS is 
largely underpinned by primary legislation.

The Programme for a Partnership Government has also committed to reviewing the NHSS 
to remove any discrimination against small businesses and family farms.  This review is cur-
rently underway.  I am committed to this review of the position with regard to family farms and 
small business for the purposes of the financial assessment element of the Scheme.

  Question No. 230 withdrawn.

03/05/2017WRT01800Hospital Services

03/05/2017WRT01900231. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if full five day nursing led care 
is available at a hospital (details supplied); if not, his plans to reinstate this service; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20900/17]

03/05/2017WRT02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

03/05/2017WRT02100Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

03/05/2017WRT02200232. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of plans for a multi 
million euro development proposed for a hospital (details supplied) in Roscommon town; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [20901/17]

03/05/2017WRT02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Capital 
Programme announced in January 2016 provides for the replacement and refurbishment of 90 
public nursing homes across the country over the next five years including the Sacred Heart 
Hospital, Roscommon.  Under this Programme it is proposed to deliver a new build 100 bed 
community nursing home by 2021.  This will replace existing beds where the physical environ-
ment requires substantial improvement. 

Significant work has been undertaken by the HSE in determining the most appropriate 
scheduling of projects over the multi-annual period from 2016 to 2021, within the phased pro-
vision of funding, to achieve compliance and registration with HIQA.  All healthcare infrastruc-
ture developments, including this development, must comply with DPER guidelines and EU 
directives and will require a lead-in time to complete the various stages.  These stages include 
appraisal, project brief, design feasibility, detailed design, some of which may overlap, the re-
view of costing estimates and finalisation of financing.

03/05/2017WRT02400Hospital Equipment

03/05/2017WRT02500233. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the operational status of the DXA 
scanner at University Hospital Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20921/17]

03/05/2017WRT02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

03/05/2017WRT02700Health Services Provision

03/05/2017WRT02800234. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE has not re-
sponded to a query raised in Parliamentary Question No. 584 of 11 April 2017. [20936/17]

03/05/2017WRT02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I understand 
the the Health Service Executive responded to the Deputy on the 18 April in relation to PQ 
18029/17.

03/05/2017WRT03000Dental Services Provision

03/05/2017WRT03100235. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will schedule an emergency 
dental appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20959/17]

03/05/2017WRT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 236 answered with Question No. 27.

03/05/2017WRU00150Hospital Accommodation Provision

03/05/2017WRU00200237. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of the planned €16 
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million new build at St. Patrick’s Hospital, Carrick-on-Shannon; when work on the planned 
public private partnership will commence; the timeframe for the completion of works; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20981/17]

03/05/2017WRU00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Capital Programme announced in Janu-
ary 2016 provides for the replacement and refurbishment of 90 public nursing homes across 
the country over the next five years including St Patrick’s Hospital, Carrick-on-Shannon. Un-
der this Programme it is proposed to deliver a new build 100 bed community nursing home 
by 2021.  This will replace existing beds where the physical environment requires substantial 
improvement. 

Significant work has been undertaken by the HSE in determining the most appropriate 
scheduling of projects over the multi-annual period from 2016 to 2021, within the phased pro-
vision of funding, to achieve compliance and registration with HIQA.  All healthcare infrastruc-
ture developments,  including this development, must comply with DPER guidelines and EU 
directives and will require a lead-in time to complete the various stages.  These stages include 
appraisal, project brief, design feasibility, detailed design, some of which may overlap, the re-
view of costing estimates and finalisation of financing.   

03/05/2017WRU00350Accident and Emergency Services Provision

03/05/2017WRU00400238. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to locate a stabilisa-
tion type unit at Roscommon County Hospital in the absence of a 24-hour accident and emer-
gency department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20982/17]

03/05/2017WRU00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

03/05/2017WRU00550Health Services Staff Remuneration

03/05/2017WRU00600239. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the additional funding 
that will be made available to the HSE for section 39 organisations’ pay restoration in view of 
the fact that pay cuts were imposed following 2009 funding cuts from the HSE; the measures he 
will take to ensure that there is pay parity for those performing the same roles in section 38 and 
section 39 organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20986/17]

03/05/2017WRU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under section 39 of the Health Act 2004, the 
HSE has in place Service Level Agreements with voluntary providers which set out the level of 
service to be provided for the grant to the individual organisation.  Any individuals employed 
by these section 39 organisations are not HSE employees and therefore, the HSE has no role in 
determining the salaries or other  terms and conditions applying to these staff.  It should also be 
made clear that as the staff of these Section 39 organisations are not public servants, they were 
not subject to the provisions of the Public Service Agreements or the FEMPI legislation which 
imposed the associated pay reductions.  Accordingly, any arrangements offered by each service 
provider in relation to its employees terms and conditions, including rates of pay, may vary.

03/05/2017WRU00750Health Services Data

03/05/2017WRU00800240. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the nature of negotiations 
between the State and an organisation (details supplied) during the transfer of St. Vincent’s 
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Hospital from St. Stephen’s Green to Elm Park; if there was agreement regarding the sale or 
transfer of the St. Stephen’s Green property after the hospital relocated; if all aspects of any 
agreement have been honoured by the organisation; if not, the aspects that have not been hon-
oured; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20989/17]

03/05/2017WRU00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Any information the Department may have 
on this matter will be in historical files held in off site storage.  The files are currently being 
retrieved.  Once received they will be examined and I will contact you further then.

03/05/2017WRU00950Hospital Appointments Status

03/05/2017WRU01000241. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied).  [20993/17]

03/05/2017WRU01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

03/05/2017WRU01150Health Services

03/05/2017WRU01200242. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the 
case of a person (details supplied).  [20999/17]

03/05/2017WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRU01350Drugs Payment Scheme

03/05/2017WRU01400243. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the NCPE to 
review its decision to reject, for the purpose of reimbursement, the combined drugs (details sup-
plied) in view of the data presented last week at the American Association for Cancer Research 
Annual meeting in Washington DC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21001/17]

03/05/2017WRU01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRU01550Legal Proceedings
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03/05/2017WRU01600244. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of legal 
actions alleging misdiagnosis currently being taken against the HSE western division; the way 
in which cases are recorded in data; if such data is made available to the public; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21006/17]

03/05/2017WRU01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are 50 claims alleging misdiagnosis 
under active management by the State Claims Agency with respect to the HSE Western Divi-
sion. Claims are reported using the “National Incident Management System”.  This is hosted 
by the State Claims Agency for the HSE and other Healthcare enterprises and delegated State 
Authorities. A claim refers to notification of intention to seek compensation for personal injury 
where negligence is alleged.  The management of clinical negligence claims arising from the 
diagnosis, treatment and care of patients in public health care enterprises is delegated to the 
State Claims Agency which has a statutory mandate to investigate and mange these cases to 
completion.

Hospitals Data

03/05/2017WRU01800245. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
cardiac conditions in the south east region that were treated in hospitals in counties Cork, Wa-
terford, Limerick, Wexford, Kilkenny and Dublin by hospital and by county in each of the years 
2014 to 2016, inclusive, and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21021/17]

03/05/2017WRU01900246. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
cardiac conditions in the south east region that were seen for planned work in hospitals in coun-
ties Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Wexford, Kilkenny and Dublin, to break down in each of the 
years 2014 to 2016, inclusive, and to date in 2017 by hospital and county; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21022/17]

03/05/2017WRU02000247. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons (details 
supplied) in the south east region who received PPCI care in hospitals in Cork, Waterford, Lim-
erick, Wexford, Kilkenny and Dublin, by hospital and by county in each of the years 2014 to 
2016, inclusive, and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21023/17]

03/05/2017WRU02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 245 to 247, 
inclusive, together.

In relation to the queries raised, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to re-
spond to you directly.

03/05/2017WRU02150Health Screening Programmes

03/05/2017WRU02200248. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21026/17]

03/05/2017WRU02300257. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will utilise the avail-
able capacity by lowering the age of eligibility in view of the low uptake of the free bowel 
screen service, which is reported at just 40% of those eligible; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21048/17]

03/05/2017WRU02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 248 and 
257 together.
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BowelScreen, the National Bowel Screening Programme, is run by the HSE’s National 
Screening Service.  It offers free bowel screening to men and women aged 60-69.  The Bow-
elScreen Round One Programme Report, 2012-2015, which was launched on 25th April 2017, 
shows that 521 cancers were detected through bowel screening, 3 out of 4 of which were detect-
ed at an early stage.  Bowel cancer is the second most common cancer in both men and women 
and bowel screening is recommended as an effective programme  to reduce cancer mortality.

The BowelScreen programme is adequately funded and strenuous efforts are being made to 
improve the uptake, particularly among men who have lower rates of participation but signifi-
cantly higher rates of cancer detection compared to women.  These efforts include digital and 
social media initiatives, as well as targeted radio and press advertisements.  The BowelScreen 
website (www.bowelscreen.ie) was developed to provide information to the public and allow 
them to ensure they are on the register, as well as providing a suite of information leaflets, post-
ers and flyers for healthcare professionals.  BowelScreen continues to promote the screening 
programme by engaging with stakeholder groups in promoting and encouraging the screening 
population to avail of this free test.

National Clinical Programme for Heart Failure

03/05/2017WRV00300249. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamenta-
ry Questions Nos. 245 to 250, inclusive, of 6 April 2017, the details of the resources that would 
be needed for service roll out of the revised model of care; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21038/17]

03/05/2017WRV00400250. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Questions Nos. 245 to 250, inclusive, of 6 April 2017, the funding needed to support the 
reconfiguration of services to the model of care; the funding needed to address the geographical 
gaps in service provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21039/17]

03/05/2017WRV00500252. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamenta-
ry Questions Nos. 245 to 250, inclusive, of 6 April 2017, the investment that would be required 
for the heart failure specialist teams to build on the work carried out by the NCP to improve care 
for heart failure patients in hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21041/17]

03/05/2017WRV00600253. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Questions Nos. 245 to 250, inclusive, of 6 April 2017, the investment that would be re-
quired to implement heart failure integrated care projects in the community; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21042/17]

03/05/2017WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 249, 250, 
252 and 253 together.

My Department and the Health Service Executive (HSE) engage in consultation with regard 
to the setting of the national budget for each service area as part of the National Service Plan 
and Estimates process.  The setting of budgets for the type and volume of health and personal 
social services is completed within the HSE as part of a consultation process between the Na-
tional Directorate and the relevant clinical programmes and service providers.

In response to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.

National Clinical Programme for Heart Failure
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03/05/2017WRV00900251. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Questions Nos. 245 to 250, inclusive, of 6 April 2017, the details of the funding needed to 
address the gap in service provision in County Cork which currently has no heart failure unit or 
structured service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21040/17]

03/05/2017WRV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

  Questions Nos. 252 and 253 answered with Question No. 249.

03/05/2017WRV01200Misuse of Drugs

03/05/2017WRV01300254. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health further to parliamentary 
question number 55 of 1 February 2017, if his Department has invoked the urgency procedure 
to shorten the notification period in relation to regulations of the misuse of drugs legislation 
(details supplied).  [21045/17]

03/05/2017WRV01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Under the 
Technical Standards and Regulations Directive 2015/1535/EU, Member States are required to 
inform the European Commission of any new regulations or standards which may create a bar-
rier to the free movement of goods.  The new Misuse of Drug legislation has the potential to 
affect trade, in particular because of the introduction of a requirement for import licences for 
certain controlled drugs, and therefore was notified to the EU whilst in draft form and before it 
was adopted under national law. 

Notified regulations are usually subject to a three month standstill period to enable the Com-
mission and other Member States to examine the notified text and to respond appropriately.  As 
the regulations related to the protection of public health or safety, the Department invoked an 
urgency procedure which shortened this notification period to ten days.  The Commission did 
not raise any objections and this process has now been completed.

The Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Act 2016 will be commenced on 4 May 2017, together 
with the Misuse of Drugs Regulations and the associated Orders.

03/05/2017WRV01500Drug Rehabilitation Clinics

03/05/2017WRV01600255. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his views on the work of a 
centre (details supplied) in providing aftercare treatment for persons with addiction; his plans to 
assist the centre in view of the loss of its residential facility in recent days; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21046/17]

03/05/2017WRV01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRV01800Vaccination Programme

03/05/2017WRV01900256. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his views on the severe 
symptoms suffered by more than 100 girls that received the HPV vaccine; if he will meet the 
group representing these girls; and the steps he will take to establish the cause of their symp-
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toms [21047/17]

03/05/2017WRV02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Immunisation is regarded as one of the saf-
est and most cost-effective of health care interventions and the importance of vaccination is 
acknowledged by all the major international health organisations.  The World Health Organisa-
tion estimates that up to 3 million lives are saved each year as a result of vaccination and the 
scientific evidence is clear that benefits of vaccines outweigh the known side effects.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC).  NIAC is a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Ireland comprising of experts in a number of specialties including infectious diseases, paediat-
rics and public health.  The committee’s recommendations are informed by public health advice 
and international best practice.  All relevant and appropriate information is taken into account 
when deciding to make changes to the State’s immunisation programmes. 

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety 
and quality of all medicines that are licensed in Ireland.  While no medicine is entirely without 
risk, the safety of vaccines, as with all medicines, is carefully monitored and any new evidence 
concerning side-effects is taken into account.  The HPRA and the European Medicines Agency 
continually monitor adverse events to vaccination.

Unfounded, false claims have been made of an association between HPV vaccination and 
a number of conditions experienced by a group of young women.  It appears that they first suf-
fered symptoms around the time they received the HPV vaccine and a false connection is being 
made between the HPV vaccine and the onset of these symptoms.  It is important to reassure 
people that anyone who is suffering ill health is eligible to seek medical attention, and to access 
appropriate health and social care services, irrespective of the cause of their symptoms.  The 
diverse nature of these symptoms, which can have both physical and psychological causes, are 
shared by many conditions which has implications for both diagnostic and treatment services.  
The individual nature of the needs of some children may require access to specialist services 
and the HSE is working to put in place clinical care pathways appropriate to their differing 
medical needs.

As there is no scientific evidence that the vaccine causes long term illnesses, the HPV vac-
cine cannot be held responsible for these illnesses.  However, this misinformation has led to a 
significant drop in uptake rates of the HPV vaccine.  This means that a large cohort of girls is 
now at risk of developing cervical cancer later in their lives.

Misinformation is causing real harm to those unvaccinated children and adults who develop 
vaccine preventable diseases, and to people who seek inappropriate treatments for real condi-
tions that are not caused by vaccines.  Any parent who has doubts or questions about vaccina-
tion should talk to their family doctor, or alternatively to visit the National Immunisation office 
website.  These sources of information are clear and accurate and will answer any queries you 
may have about the benefits or risks of vaccination.  Vaccination is the best way for parents to 
make sure their children are healthy and protected from preventable diseases.

  Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 248.

03/05/2017WRV02200Hospital Appointments Administration

03/05/2017WRV02300258. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will schedule a second ap-
pointment for surgery for a person (details supplied).  [21059/17]
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03/05/2017WRV02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

03/05/2017WRV02500Services for People with Disabilities

03/05/2017WRV02600259. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an assess-
ment of needs for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21074/17]

03/05/2017WRV02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRV02800Health Services Provision

03/05/2017WRV02900260. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which defi-
ciencies in the delivery of the health service have been identified in specific areas; if specific 
deficiencies have been identified as a percentage of the overall delivery structures; his plans 
to identify such issues (details supplied) with a view to addressing these issues in the short to 
medium term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21082/17]

03/05/2017WRV03000262. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the optimum number of 
medical and surgical beds required to meet the population needs now and in the future has been 
identified; his plans to achieve the appropriate target; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21084/17]

03/05/2017WRV03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 260 and 
262 together.

My Department has commenced the Health Service Capacity Review over recent weeks.  
Work has been progressing on the Review process, including putting in place the Review struc-
tures, finalising the Terms of Reference, assessing external expertise requirements, and consid-
ering options for stakeholder consultation.

The review is being led by my Department and overseen by a Steering Group which is now 
in place.  Also, an independent peer group of international health experts has been established 
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to review and validate the review methodology and findings.  My Department has recently gone 
to tender for technical, analytical and engagement expertise to assist in the Review process.

Assessing capacity requirements, including those mentioned by the Deputy, is a complex 
task and cannot be divorced from considerations on the underlying model of care we want to 
develop for the Irish health service.  It is widely acknowledged that primary care can provide 
more appropriate and effective management and treatment of some illnesses and conditions, 
especially chronic diseases.  Similarly, the availability of non-acute beds and services in the 
community can mitigate the need for acute hospital admission, or facilitate earlier discharge.  
These factors directly contribute to the demands on the acute hospital system.

For this reason, I have confirmed already that the review will have a wider scope than previ-
ous exercises and will examine key elements of primary and community care infrastructure in 
addition to hospital facilities.

The Terms of Reference for the review are as follows:
  a) to determine and review current capacity, both public and private, in the health system and benchmark with international comparators;
  b) to determine drivers of future demand and estimate impact on capacity requirements to 2030; 
  c) to consider and analyse how key reforms to the model of care will impact on future capacity requirements across the system; and
  d) to provide an overall assessment, including prioritisation and sequencing, of future capacity requirements on a phased basis for the period 2017 – 2030 at a national and regional level, cognisant of resource availability.

  It is essential that this review is progressed sufficiently to enable it to feed into the mid-term 
review of the capital programme, which will take place later in the year.  While the review will 
consider capacity requirements over the next decade or so, I am anxious that it also provides a 
short-term focus and determines how capital and other investment over the coming years can 
be best targeted, given the current pressures within our hospital services.

I look forward to the emerging findings later in the year.

03/05/2017WRW00150Medicinal Products Prices

03/05/2017WRW00200261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his De-
partment has access to information regarding the cost to persons of drugs across the European 
Union with a view to ensuring equal access for persons here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21083/17]

03/05/2017WRW00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE have statutory responsibility for 
pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes.

In line with Part 4 of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 the HSE 
publish and maintain a reimbursement list. This list specifies the ingredient price for each drug. 
In setting this price or reviewing the price of a reimbursed drug, the HSE shall take into account 
among other factors, the equivalent reference price of an item in all other member states where 
the item is marketed and the terms of any agreement in place with industry representative bod-
ies.

The HSE use Euripid and other data sources to inform their decisions regarding the reim-
bursement list. The Euripid project, which was established in 2010, seeks to be a European 
wide collaboration of the national competent authorities for pricing and reimbursement to make 
prices of reimbursable pharmaceuticals more transparent via an on-line accessible, comprehen-
sive, reliable, continuously maintained and easy-to-use database.

  Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 260.

03/05/2017WRW00450Hospital Waiting Lists
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03/05/2017WRW00500263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons cur-
rently on waiting lists for all orthopaedic and cardiac procedures; if the factors contributing to 
the waiting lists have been identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21085/17]

03/05/2017WRW00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I acknowledge that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and am conscious of the impact of this on people’s lives. 

It is important to note that a combination of a growing and ageing population has led to an 
increase in demand for acute hospital services in recent years. Our hospitals are now carrying 
out four-times more procedures in patients aged 65 years and over, and twice as many in the 
under 65 age group since 2000. Last year alone there was a 4% increase in inpatient and day-
case activity over 2015, and in 2016 almost 1.69 million patients received inpatient or daycase 
treatment in our hospitals, an increase of almost 40,000 on the previous year.  

Reducing waiting times for the longest waiting patients is one of this Government’s key 
priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated €20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million 
in 2018. In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop 
Waiting List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient/Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient 
Services.  These plans have now been finalised and will be communicated shortly.

The NTPF publishes waiting list data by speciality, hospital and hospital group each month 
including data for orthopaedics and cardiology. This data can be viewed on its website at NTPF.
ie.

03/05/2017WRW00650Nursing Home Beds Data

03/05/2017WRW00700264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of step-down 
or nursing home standard beds currently available throughout the public and private sectors; the 
degree to which augmentation is required in either category; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21086/17]

03/05/2017WRW00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Residential 
care in Ireland is provided through a mix of public, voluntary and private provision.  It is worth 
highlighting that the net budget for long-term residential care in 2017 is €940m and the Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme will support 23,603 clients by the end of the year.

The Health Information and Quality Authority is the independent authority established un-
der the Health Act 2007 to drive continuous improvement and to monitor safety and quality in 
Ireland’s health and personal social care services. Since 2009 all nursing homes - public, vol-
untary and private have been registered and inspected by HIQA.  At the end of 2016 there were 
30,396 beds registered with HIQA. 

Public Nursing Units are an essential part of our national nursing home infrastructure.  They 
provide 5,000 long stay residential care beds.  They also provide about 2,000 short stay com-
munity public beds nationally providing combination of ‘step up/step down’ care, intermediate 
care, rehabilitation and respite care. To allow flexibility, these are interchangeable in their use 
depending on demand.  

Many public units are housed in buildings that are less than ideal in the modern context, but 
notwithstanding this, the standard of care delivered to residents is generally of a very high stan-
dard.  It is important therefore that we consolidate our existing stock and this is the aim of the 
5 year Capital programme for Community Nursing Units which was announced last year.  This 
provides the framework to allow for an enhanced programme to replace, upgrade and refurbish 
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these care facilities which will consolidate our existing public stock and is expected to provide 
about 250 additional beds.  

With regard to private facilities, in Budget 2016 the Minister for Finance announced chang-
es to the Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme to allow for investment in the expan-
sion, management and operation of nursing homes. The inclusion of nursing home expansion 
works in the Scheme was influenced by an analysis submitted by the Department of Health on 
measures, including tax measures, to support targeted development in nursing homes and pri-
mary care centres.

I would like to reiterate that it is Government policy that long-term nursing home care 
should be a last resort and we want to develop home and community care services to provide 
a more viable alternative to nursing home care for a greater number of people. In that context,  
I am prioritising the development of a regulatory and funding model for home care services. I 
have committed to launching a public consultation at the end of May which will allow all those 
with an interest to express their views and ideas, including older people themselves, their fami-
lies, and healthcare workers.

03/05/2017WRW00850General Practitioner Contracts

03/05/2017WRW00900265. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
new general practitioner contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21087/17]

03/05/2017WRW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The development of primary care is central 
to the Government’s objective to deliver a high-quality, integrated and cost effective health 
service.  The Programme for Government commits to a decisive shift within the health service 
towards primary care in order to deliver better care close to home in communities across the 
country. The development of a new, modernised contract for the provision of general practitio-
ner services will be a key element in facilitating this process. 

Previous engagements have resulted in a number of service developments including the 
introduction of a Diabetes Cycle of Care for adult GMS patients with Type 2 Diabetes, an en-
hanced support framework for rural GPs, and a revised list of special items of service under the 
contract to encourage the provision of more services in the primary care setting. These mea-
sures, combined with the under-6s and over-70s universal GP care initiatives, have increased 
the financial support for general practice. 

The next phase of discussions on a new GP contract is under way and engagement with GP 
representative bodies began in January.  As with any negotiation-type process, and given the 
range and complexity of the issues to be discussed, the engagement may take some time. While 
I am of course anxious to see good progress made, it is not my intention to set a deadline for 
completion of discussions. I look forward to positive and constructive engagements with GP 
representatives in the months ahead.

03/05/2017WRW01050Health Services

03/05/2017WRW01100266. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his preferred options for the 
respective roles of the public and private sectors in the delivery of health services throughout 
the country in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21088/17]

03/05/2017WRW01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, I had the op-
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portunity to outline my views recently to the all-party Oireachtas Committee on the Future of 
Healthcare regarding the future direction of the health service and a number of key priorities 
that I believe should underpin that future direction, including this issue around the respective 
roles of the public and private sectors in the delivery of health services.  As I expect to receive 
the final report and recommendations of the Committee later this month, I intend to await the 
outcome before moving ahead with any further detailed considerations on this issues.

03/05/2017WRW01250Health Services Provision

03/05/2017WRW01300267. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure early 
access to assessment for persons with special needs; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21089/17]

03/05/2017WRW01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRW01450Mental Health Services Provision

03/05/2017WRW01500268. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve access 
to quality services for persons with mental health problems comparable to best international 
practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21090/17]

03/05/2017WRW01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): This Govern-
ment is focused on the continual improvement of our mental health services. It is important 
that any such improvements are evidence-based and informed by national and international 
research.  This can be seen in our national strategy to reduce suicide, Connecting for Life, 
which builds on previous work and contributes key elements to moving forward. It is based on 
extensive consultation, a global knowledge base and defined commitments across government 
departments and key statutory and non-statutory agencies in Ireland.

‘A Vision for Change’, the policy framework for our mental health services, came to the 
end of its 10-year term in 2016 and preparations for a review and updating of policy have been 
underway since early last year.  In September 2016, an external evidence and expert review was 
commissioned from WRC Consultants as the first step in determining the parameters of a revi-
sion of A Vision for Change.

This review was completed on 17 February 2017, and will provide evidence to determine 
the policy direction for a revision of A Vision for Change, both in terms of international best 
practice and the experience of implementing A Vision for Change. The review is currently being 
assessed by the Department of Health. 

In line with a commitment given to Dáil Éireann on 6 October 2016, an Oversight Group 
will be established within three months of the review being finalised to oversee the develop-
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ment of a new policy for mental health based on the outcome of the Expert Review. Terms of 
Reference for this Group are being finalised. The policy review process will also involve con-
sultation with key stakeholders.

Improvements continue to be made across key areas of mental health service provision. A 
central commitment in the Programme for Partnership Government relates to the provision of 
24/7 mental health services. I am presently considering HSE proposals for an implementation 
plan for the provision of a 7-day service response across all HSE mental health service areas, 
which should be produced in the coming weeks. Substantial funding has also been provided in 
2017 for Mental Health capital projects, most notably to commence the construction of the new 
forensic hospital at Portrane this year to replace the Central Mental Hospital, Dundrum.

03/05/2017WRW01650Medical Card Administration

03/05/2017WRW01700269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of medical 
cards currently in circulation; the extent to which numbers have fluctuated in recent years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21091/17]

03/05/2017WRW01800270. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the processing of medical 
card applications can be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21092/17]

03/05/2017WRW01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 269 and 
270 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) operates the General Medical Services scheme which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.

In relation to the processing of medical card applications as at week ending 1 April 2017 
(latest figures available), 99.67% of medical card applications received by the Primary Care 
Reimbursement Services were processed within a 15 day timeframe.

The following table indicates the number of medical cards as at 1 January for the past 5 
years:  

Date Number of medical cards
1 January 2017 1,669,721
1 January 2016 1,734,853
1 January 2015 1,768,700
1 January 2014 1,849,380
1 January 2013 1,853,877
 All applications or reviews concerning medical and GP visit cards must be supported with 

a range of documentation, as outlined on the application forms. Where such supporting docu-
mentation is not supplied or is incomplete, to enable the assessment of the application, in ac-
cordance with the National Assessment Guidelines, the HSE will issue correspondence to the 
applicant specifying the additional information required to progress the assessment of their ap-
plication. Clearly the processing time for incomplete applications is dependent on the furnish-
ing of the required documentation by the applicant.

It is worth noting that the HSE is the established dedicated contact service for members of 
the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the 
Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas 
members.
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03/05/2017WRW01950Hospital Accommodation Provision

03/05/2017WRW02000271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to al-
leviate the problem of overcrowding at general hospitals throughout the country; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21093/17]

03/05/2017WRW02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the start of 2017 there have been ap-
proximately 6.3% less patients waiting on trolleys nationally compared to the same period last 
year. 

In September the HSE launched its ‘Winter Initiative Plan 2016-2017’ which provided €40 
million of additional funding for winter preparedness. This Initiative was developed to man-
age the expected winter surge in demand for hospital care in an integrated way across Primary, 
Acute and Social Care. This Initiative concluded in March.

A range of practical measures to address ED overcrowding were implemented, including 
90 additional beds, aids and appliances for over 4,450 patients, around 1,000 extra homecare 
packages and 615 additional transitional care bed approvals.   

During the Winter Initiative, delayed discharges reduced from 638 in September 2016 to 
a low of 434 at the end of December and were maintained below 500 from mid-December 
through to end February.  This had a positive impact on ED overcrowding and trolley numbers, 
in freeing up beds for use by patients awaiting admission to hospital.   

I can assure the Deputy that there continues to be a very strong focus on reducing ED over-
crowding.  My Department and the HSE are currently engaged in a process to commence winter 
planning for next year and to achieve an improvement trajectory in ED performance.

The HSE’s Special Delivery Unit continues to work closely with hospitals to identify im-
provements that can be made to support patient flow, reduce trolley numbers and improve pa-
tients’ ED experience

03/05/2017WRW02150Hospital Services

03/05/2017WRW02200272. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if additional resources will be 
provided to the maxillofacial department in St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8 in order to allow 
persons (details supplied) to be seen and to receive treatment within a reasonable timeframe; 
and if he is satisfied with the operation of this department. [21098/17]

03/05/2017WRW02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is service issue, I have the HSE to respond to you directly. 

03/05/2017WRX00200Hospital Appointments Status

03/05/2017WRX00300273. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied) in the maxillofacial department in St. James’s Hospital, 
Dublin 8. [21099/17]

03/05/2017WRX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

03/05/2017WRX00500Medical Card Eligibility

03/05/2017WRX00600274. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his views on whether income 
from the rent-a-room scheme should be included in the calculation of means for medical cards 
in view of the fact that this scheme has the potential to contribute to addressing the housing 
crisis. [21102/17]

03/05/2017WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive issues Income 
Guidelines to assist in determining entitlement to Medical Cards/GP Visit Cards.  In revising 
the Income Guidelines, the HSE has regard to Government policy, increases in the Consumer 
Price Index and to other issues which may be relevant.

There are no proposals currently to amend the current Income Guidelines for the granting of 
eligibility under the GMS Scheme.

03/05/2017WRX00800National Maternity Hospital

03/05/2017WRX00900275. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify comments made 
in respect of the Government retaining a golden share in the new national maternity hospital in 
view of the 2010 European Court of Justice ruling against Portugal (details supplied) that found 
that this practice was illegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21104/17]

03/05/2017WRX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have been advised that the ruling the Dep-
uty is referring to concerned a breach of Article 63 TFEU (Treaty on the Functioning of the Eu-
ropean Union), essentially a breach of the free movement of capital.  I have also been advised 
that Article 63 TFEU will not apply to the new company - National Maternity Hospital at Elm 
Park DAC (limited by shares).  Accordingly the ruling has no relevance.

Hospital Facilities

03/05/2017WRX01200276. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if he will consider issuing 
guidelines to Naas Hospital to provide free parking for persons undergoing cancer treatment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21108/17]

03/05/2017WRX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

03/05/2017WRX01400Medicinal Products Availability

03/05/2017WRX01500277. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate with the 
relevant HSE officials and a hospital (details supplied) if a drug can be made available publicly 
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to a person (details supplied) in view of this person’s health condition; if this drug will be made 
available to all public patients in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21130/17]

03/05/2017WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRX01700Horse Racing Industry

03/05/2017WRX01800278. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on the fact there is no unannounced out-of-competition drug testing of horses and that at least 
three days’ notice must be given before a horse can be tested. [20898/17]

03/05/2017WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Turf Club 
(and INHSC) is the Regulatory Body for horseracing in Ireland and is responsible for the integ-
rity of Irish racing.

The Turf Club has informed me that there is a rigorous out-of-competition testing regime 
consistent with international best practice in place in Ireland.

Under the Rule 20(xviii) of the Rules of Racing the Turf Club has power:

To make arrangements for any person appointed by them from time to time to enter without 
notice the Training Establishment of a Trainer or the establishment where a horse is stabled 
during the period specified under Rule 147(iii) whilst under the care of an Overseas Trainer for 
the purpose of: 

- inspecting facilities and premises and any relevant documentation or records to determine 
whether the Rules of Racing, I.N.H.S. Rules, Regulations, Instructions and Orders issued under 
these Rules are being complied with and/or 

- inspecting, examining or testing all Horses under the care of a Trainer or in a licensed 
Training Establishment whether or not returned in training, and whether or not such Horse has 
been entered for a race or has run in a race, which may include the taking of samples for sub-
sequent analysis.

The Turf Club has informed me that the number of out-of-competition samples taken in 
recent years are as follows:  

- 2016 - 231 

- 2015 - 141 

- 2014 - 151 

- 2013 - 283

All these samples were taken at Trainer’s yards during unannounced inspections.

03/05/2017WRX02000Basic Payment Scheme Payments
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03/05/2017WRX02100279. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of 2015 and 2016 payments under the basic payment scheme for a person (details sup-
plied). [20902/17]

03/05/2017WRX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
in respect of the 2015 and 2016 Basic Payment Scheme were submitted by the person named 
on 7 April 2017 and, while they were received outside the time frame allowed, the late penalty 
has been waived.  The person named does not have any entitlements under the Basic Payment 
Scheme.  However, the applications are currently being reviewed with regard to the Areas of 
Natural Constraint Scheme. An official from my Department will be in direct contact with the 
person named to clarify the position.

03/05/2017WRX02300TAMS Payments

03/05/2017WRX02400280. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for the delay in issuing TAMS payments (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20929/17]

03/05/2017WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All TAMS II 
payment claims are being processed on an on going basis.  The TAMS II IT system has been 
updated to allow for the correction of obvious errors and payment claims which are identified 
as having these obvious errors are being processed for payment.

03/05/2017WRX02600Departmental Bodies Properties

03/05/2017WRX02700281. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the current usage of a building (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20930/17]

03/05/2017WRX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As stated in 
my response to the Deputy’s  Parliamentary Question 16190/17 on 4th April 2017, the property 
referred to by the Deputy is under Bord Iascaigh Mhara’s (BIM) remit and is currently not part 
of my Department’s property portfolio in Dingle Fishery Harbour Centre. 

Whilst my Department has been engaged with BIM in regard to the property that position 
has not changed.  

In general properties owned by my Department, located in Fishery Harbour Centres 
are, when appropriate, offered for tenancy under lease agreements by means of open competi-
tive tendering process in accordance with best practice and public procurement guidelines.

With reference to the specific case raised by the Deputy, my Department has not been ap-
proached in this regard, or made aware of the details.

03/05/2017WRX02900Livestock Issues

03/05/2017WRX03000282. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of applications for livestock cattle dealer numbers his Department has received by county 
in each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20944/17]
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03/05/2017WRX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
Table details the information requested by the Deputy.

Applications for livestock cattle dealer numbers received by county in DAFM 2009 to 
2016 and to end April 2017

COUNTY 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
to end 
April

Carlow 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cavan 2 0 2 2 0 1 1 0 3
Clare 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cork 2 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 0
Donegal 3 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 5
Dublin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Galway 2 2 1 1 2 1 0 1 10
Kerry 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kildare 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 2
Kilkenny 0 0 1 3 1 1 0 0 1
Laois 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 3
Leitrim 0 1 2 1 0 1 0 0 1
Limerick 1 0 3 2 0 2 1 1 0
Longford 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Louth 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Mayo 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 0
Meath 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1
Monaghan 1 2 0 0 1 1 2 0 3
Offaly 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Roscom-
mon

1 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 4

Sligo 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Tipperary 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Waterford 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
Westmeath 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Wexford 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1
Wicklow 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

03/05/2017WRX03200Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

03/05/2017WRX03300283. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an outstanding farm payment will be issued to a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20946/17]

03/05/2017WRX03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named commenced their AEOS 2 contract on 1 September 2011. Payment issued in respect of 
the 2011-2015 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification 
System must take place.  As 2016 is the final scheme-year of payment for the person-named, 
re-checks on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before final payment can 
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be processed.  This work is on-going and payments due for processed files are released on a 
weekly basis.

03/05/2017WRX03500Teagasc Courses

03/05/2017WRX03600284. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
centres at which green cert courses will be delivered in 2017 in the Sligo, Leitrim and Donegal 
region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20961/17]

03/05/2017WRX03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Teagasc de-
liver the Green Cert on a full-time, part-time and distance education (online) basis at Teagasc 
Regional Education Centres, Local Offices and Agricultural Colleges.  The scheduling of Green 
Cert courses in particular locations is an operational matter for Teagasc. 

I understand that Teagasc is looking at starting 4 new part-time Green Cert classes in Oc-
tober 2017 in the Sligo, Leitrim and Donegal region in the following locations: Ballymote, 
Manorhamilton, Letterkenny and Ballybofey.  The number of classes and locations will not be 
finalised until later in the year.  The proposed classes will bring the total number of Green Cert 
classes in the Sligo, Leitrim and Donegal region to 16 and the total number of students enrolled 
to close on 500.

03/05/2017WRY00200GLAS Payments

03/05/2017WRY00300285. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20962/17]

03/05/2017WRY00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue was identified as a result of the 
merging of two parcels with GLAS actions on them. Department officials are actively working 
to resolve this issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as 
soon as possible.

03/05/2017WRY00500GLAS Payments

03/05/2017WRY00600286. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20984/17]

03/05/2017WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of the 1 January 2016.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an over-declaration of wild bird cover area 
was identified resulting in the application of a penalty. Department officials are actively work-
ing to process this case.

03/05/2017WRY00800Agriculture Scheme Payments



Questions - Written Answers

242

03/05/2017WRY00900287. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Question No. 590 of 4 April 2017, the status of payments for a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21024/17]

03/05/2017WRY01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named is an applicant or beneficiary under three closely related schemes, i.e. the Burren Farm-
ing for Conservation Scheme, its successor the Burren Programme, and the Organic Farming 
Scheme (OFS). 

He has already received payment for 2015 under the Burren Farming for Conservation 
Scheme and for 2016 under the new Burren Programme.  I can also confirm that he has now 
been approved into the Organic Farming Scheme (OFS) with a contract start date of 1 June 
2015.  

As he has already received payment for 2015 under the earlier Burren Farming for Conser-
vation Scheme he will not receive a further payment for that year under the OFS, as it was not 
possible to benefit under both these  schemes at the same time. However, under the terms and 
conditions negotiated by my Department for the new Rural Development Programme, I am 
glad to say that from now on he may be eligible for payment under both the OFS and the new 
Burren Programme, provided of course that he receives the required field-scores under the lat-
ter programme.  The payment due to him for 2016 under the Organic Farming Scheme is now 
being assessed.  

03/05/2017WRY01100Aquaculture Licence Applications

03/05/2017WRY01200288. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of aquaculture licences for oyster harvesting in an area (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21025/17]

03/05/2017WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Trawbreaga 
Bay is designated as a Special Area of Conservation (North Innishowen Coast SAC) under the 
EU Habitats Directive and a Special Protection Area (Trawbreaga Bay SPA) under the EU Birds 
Directive (Natura 2000 sites).  All applications in ‘Natura’ areas are required to be appropriately 
assessed for the purpose of environmental compliance with the EU Birds and Habitats Direc-
tives.  

While the Appropriate Assessment is carried out on a bay-wide basis, each licence applica-
tion within the bay must be assessed individually.  Factors to be considered include location 
within the bay, species, scale and intensity of production, potential visual impact, etc.  

In addition to Natura requirements, under EU Environmental Impact Assessment Direc-
tives all licence applications must undergo Environmental Impact Screening Assessment.  This 
requires significant input from the Department’s scientific and technical advisors.  All applica-
tions, in compliance with the requirements of the applicable legislation, are advertised in order 
to facilitate public consultation, and submissions or observations received must be considered 
as part of the licence determination process.

An Appropriate Assessment report has now been completed by the Marine Institute in re-
spect of Trawbreaga Bay.  My Department is currently examining the general licensing issues 
that arise for consideration as a result of the Appropriate Assessment report.  It is also in the 
process of carrying out Environmental Screening Assessments in respect of aquaculture licence 
applications in the bay.  A significant number of these assessments have been completed.  It is 
hoped to commence the public and statutory consultation phase of the licensing process shortly.
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Every effort is being made to expedite the determination of aquaculture licence applications 
in this bay having regard to all the complexities involved.

03/05/2017WRY01400Fisheries Protection

03/05/2017WRY01500289. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the fishing industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21027/17]

03/05/2017WRY01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In relation to 
the statement about a proposed ban from 0-12 miles, I am not aware of any such proposed ban.  
In relation to mackerel management, I received a request from the Irish South and West Fish 
Producer Organisation to allocate the increase over 2016 of Ireland’s mackerel quota for 2017 
entirely to the Polyvalent Segment on a 1 year pilot basis in exchange for the recipient vessels 
forgoing demersal fishing in order to gauge the impact on the demersal vessels.  

This matter has generated a lot of discussion in the industry and I have received many 
representations on the matter. Having carefully considered the matter, I decided that, without 
prejudice, there is a case for a review of the policy on allocations between the RSW Pelagic 
segment and the polyvalent segment of the fleet, taking account of request by the IS&WFO. 
In that regard, I decided that I am restricting consideration to the increased quota for Ireland in 
2017 over that in 2016.  

It is important to note that I have not made any decision at this time to change the allocations 
between the segments in respect of this part of the quota.  All relevant issues will be carefully 
evaluated and subject to a full consultation with stakeholders before I decide if any amendment 
to the policy is justified for the proper and effective management of the mackerel fishery.

The public consultation process concluded on 28 February 2017 and 353 submissions were 
received.  All submissions are currently being evaluated.  

To support transparency in this process, it is intended that all views received on the Con-
sultation Document and/or any clarification provided will be publicly made available on my 
Department’s website.  Following the closure of the formal consultation process, any meeting 
that may be held with stakeholders will be open to all interested stakeholders that have engaged 
in the public consultation.

03/05/2017WRY01700Farm Inspections

03/05/2017WRY01800290. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number and type of farm inspections, cross-compliance and so on carried out in 2015 
and 2016; the number of breaches found; the types of breaches; the number of penalties im-
posed on farmers (details supplied); the breakdown of the size of the individual monetary penal-
ties imposed, by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21029/17]

03/05/2017WRY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The extensive 
range of data that has been requested by the Deputy is not readily available.  Officials in my 
Department will collate the data requested and forward it directly to the Deputy.

Question No. 291 withdrawn.



Questions - Written Answers

244

03/05/2017WRY02100Nitrates Usage

03/05/2017WRY02200292. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will address the concerns raised by persons (details supplied) in view of a proposed ban on 
splash plates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21107/17]

03/05/2017WRY02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): To maxi-
mise nitrogen uptake, slurry should be applied on cool, overcast or misty days.  Good agro-
nomic advice is to apply as much slurry as possible in the springtime to maximise the fertilis-
er nitrogen value of slurry.  Spring applied slurry is worth approximately 3 units of nitrogen per 
1,000 gallons extra compared with summer application.  Since the introduction of the Nitrates 
Regulations in 2006 there has been a significant increase in the volume of slurry applied in 
springtime rather than at other times of the year.  The regulations require farmers achieve high 
levels of nitrogen use efficiency from slurry and this can only be achieved by applying slurry in 
the right weather conditions (cool, overcast, misty conditions).

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment recently launched 
a public consultation to inform the development of a National Clean Air Strategy.  The consul-
tation document identified the main issues in relation to air quality and emission sources.  It 
recognised that the spreading of slurry can, depending on the timing of the application and the 
weather conditions, result in nitrogen loss from slurry to the atmosphere through ammonia vol-
atilisation.  That Department will conduct a thorough examination of all submissions received 
as part of its consultation phase.

On foot of farmer demand to improve the utilisation of slurry as a fertiliser, my Department 
is assisting farmers under TAMS in the purchase of Low Emission Slurry Spreading equipment 
such as the trailing shoe.  In addition a significant cohort of farmers have applied under the 
GLAS scheme to apply slurry using low emission equipment. 

03/05/2017WRY02400Aquaculture Licence Applications

03/05/2017WRY02500293. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a BIM application for a farm (details supplied). [21132/17]

03/05/2017WRY02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has not received an aquaculture licence application from Bord Iascaigh Mhara in respect 
of aquaculture activity in the area referred to by the Deputy.

03/05/2017WRY02700Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

03/05/2017WRY02800294. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar 
son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil cén fáth nach bhfuil leagan Gaeilge den Phlean Náisiúnta um 
Maolú ar fáil; an ndeimhneoidh sé go mbeidh cóip den leagan Gaeilge le fáil láithreach bonn; 
an mbeidh síneadh ama i gceist ó thaobh na tréimhse comhairliúcháin de; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [20886/17]

03/05/2017WRY02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Tá dualgas reachtúil orm faoin Acht um Ghníomhú Aeráide agus um Fhorbairt 
Ísealcharbóin 2015 chéad Plean Náisiúnta Maolúcháin na hÉireann a chur faoi bhráid an Ri-
altas nach deireanaí ná an 10 Meitheamh 2017.  Próiseás coimpléascach le móran céimeanna 
agus idirghníomhaíochtaí le Roinne agus Gníomhaireachtaí eile ar sceideal dúshlánach a bhí i 
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bhforbairt an Plean le cinntiú go cloífear leis an sprioc reachtúil seo.  Tá dualgas orm freisin, 
faoi reachtaíocht 2015, tabhairt faoi  comhairliúchán poiblí ar an dréacht Phlean. Le cinntiú go 
gcloítear leis an sprioc i Mí Meitheamh, bhí gá an dréacht den Phlean a fhoilsiú nach deireanaí 
ná lár mí Márta ar feadh tréimhse sé seachtaine. Dhún an comhairliúcháin poiblí ar 24 Aibreán.  

Cé nach féidir an tréimhse comhairliúcháin a leathnú mar thoradh ar na dualgais reachtúla 
thuasluaite, tá sé tábhachtach nótáil go bhfuil sé ar intinn agam gur doiciméad beo a bheidh sa 
Phlean Náisiúnta Maolúcháin, a cuirfear ar fáil ar suíomh idirlíona mo Roinn, agus go ndéanfar 
uasdátú leanúnach ar mar a thagann níos mó roghanna earnála maolúcháin chun cinn agus níos 
mó roghanna earnála atá níos éifeachtaí ó thaobh costas de chun cinn mar thoradh ar anailís, 
caidreamh agus nuálaíocht teicneolaíochta.  Chomh maith le tuairiscí rialta ar dhul chun cinn, 
beidh próiséas foirmeálta ullmhú Pleananna Náisiúnta Maolúcháin leantacha ar a laghad uair 
amháin gach cúig bliana.

Chomh maith leis sin, glacaim go bhfuil gá gníomhú maidir le dúshlán na haeráide leis an 
sochaí go ginearálta, athrú iompair a spreagadh agus struchtúir a chruthú ag leibhéal aítiúl, ré-
igiúnach agus náisiúnta chun tacú le ginneadh smaointe agus na smaointe seo a aistríú isteach 
i gníomhaithe oiríunacha atá éifeachtach ó thaobh costas de.  Le cuidiú le dul chun cinn sa 
réimse seo d’fhógair mé le deireanaí sonraí maidir le Comhrá Náisiúnta faoi Ghníomhú ar son 
na hAeráide  .

Deimhním don Teachta go bhfuil mo Roinn lán eolach maidir leis na dualgais atá ar an Ro-
inn faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla agus go cuireadh chuile iarracht i gcríoch chun cinntiú 
gur féidir leagan Gaeilge den Phlean a chur ar fáil chomh luath agus is féidir.  Tá mo Roinn ag 
déanamh profáil deiridh ar théacs Gaeilge an dréacht Phlean agus foilseoidh mé an leagan seo 
ar suíomh idirlíona mo Roinn chomh luath agus is féidir.  Tá sé beartaithe agam freisin leagan 
Gaeilge den leagan chríochnaithe den Phlean Náisiúnta Maolúcháin a chur ar fail i ndiaidh go 
gceadaíonn an Rialtas an Plean deiridh.

03/05/2017WRY03000National Broadband Plan Implementation

03/05/2017WRY03100295. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the way in which he envisages the broadband intervention map of the national 
broadband plan impacting rural Internet service providers; his plans to fill gaps in coverage in 
outlying areas when rural Internet service providers have been forced out of business in view of 
the fact that the national broadband plan has not fully rolled out; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20980/17]

03/05/2017WRY03200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland. The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private 
investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in 
areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  It is important to note that the significant 
investment required to make high speed telecommunication services publicly available, occurs 
within a fully liberalised market. It is a matter for the competing network providers to decide 
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those areas which can be served on a commercial basis, in the first instance.

In November 2016 my Department initiated a review of an eir proposal to rollout fibre to 
over 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis. These premises were in areas that 
had formed part of the procurement process for the NBP State Intervention area. This analysis is 
now complete and on 4 April, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in relation to its plans 
to provide high speed broadband to an additional 300,000 premises in rural areas on a com-
mercial basis.  Eir has committed to doing this work over a 90 week period, with an average of 
500 premises passed per day. The rollout plan has been agreed with my Department and will be 
monitored closely by my Department to ensure that eir meets its obligations under the Agree-
ment.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my website www.dccae.gov.ie.

It is important to note the eir network is a wholesale network.  This means that existing re-
tail internet service providers can contract with eir to access the network and use it to meet the 
future needs of their customers.

03/05/2017WRY03300Cyber Security Policy

03/05/2017WRY03400296. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment the cost of establishing a digital safety officer inclusive of a required 
staff team; and the estimated full year cost of running such an office. [20994/17]

03/05/2017WRY03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The proposal to establish a Digital Safety Commissioner’s Office is one of a num-
ber of recommendations contained in the Law Reform Commission’s Report on Harmful Com-
munications and Digital Safety, which was published in September 2016.

The feasibility of establishing such an office is currently being considered by me and, as 
part of this process, the matter has been referred to the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy 
and Public Service Reform for discussion.  As consideration of the issue is in its initial stages, 
no detailed estimates in regard to likely resource requirements and costs have yet been made.

Wind Energy Guidelines

03/05/2017WRZ00200297. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has received correspondence from a person (details supplied) concerning re-
visions to the wind energy guidelines; if a response was issued; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21058/17]

03/05/2017WRZ00300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The statutory responsibility on planning policy and legislation, including leading 
the review of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines, rests with the Minister for Housing, 
Planning, Community and Local Government.  Responsibility regarding the authorisation of 
wind farm developments is a matter for the relevant planning authority or An Bord Pleanála.

The Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government, in consulta-
tion with my Department is conducting a targeted review of the Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines (WEDGs) in relation to noise, shadow flicker and proximity.  In accordance with 
the Programme for Government commitment the finalised Guidelines will have to offer a better 
balance between the concerns of local communities and the need to invest in indigenous energy 
projects.  The new planning guidelines will also be informed by best international practice. 
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Furthermore, the issues of community benefit and participation are being considered and 
developed as part of this process.  The proposed new Guidelines will be subject to Strategic 
Environmental Assessment and associated public consultation before they are finalised by Gov-
ernment.  Intensive engagement between the two Departments is ongoing in order to bring to 
completion the revision of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines as soon as possible. 

I have only recently received the correspondence from the person referred to in the Ques-
tion which concerns the Wind Energy Development Guidelines and legal proceedings relating 
to a specific wind energy development.  Since some of the issues raised in the correspon-
dence relate to planning policy and legislation, they are outside of my remit.  A comprehensive 
response will be issued to the individual concerned in the next ten days.

Departmental Expenditure

03/05/2017WRZ00400298. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the details of payments made by his Department or a public body under the aegis of his 
Department to a person (details supplied) in the past 36 months and to date in 2017.  [21386/17]

03/05/2017WRZ00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department has not made any payments to the person referred to in the Ques-
tion during the period concerned. 

Brexit Issues

03/05/2017WRZ00600299. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, in his 
discussions at European Union level in relation to Brexit, he will emphasise the urgent need to 
provide major financial assistance towards the upgrading of infrastructure, particularly the road 
network in the Border region, in view of comments attributed to him as being in support of a 
major investment in the Belfast Dublin rail link; his views on whether the Border region will 
be the most severely affected by Brexit; if its infrastructural needs will be given priority in all 
investment programmes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21066/17]

03/05/2017WRZ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am aware from 
stakeholder consultations with various groups including freight, tourism, aviation and local  or-
ganisations including in particular from the discussions at the All -Island Sectoral Dialogue on 
Transport and Tourism in January 2017  in Dundalk  which I hosted, of the concerns and impli-
cations for Border regions of Brexit.

My officials continue to engage in stakeholder consultations and the outcome informs the 
analyses of the Department and feeds into the Government’s overall position on Brexit which 
is being managed on a whole of Government basis, with overall responsibility resting with the 
Department of the Taoiseach.

Regarding investment in Roads as the Deputy is probably  aware, the transport element of the 
Capital Plan sets out investment priorities to 2022 and was framed by the conclusions reached 
in my Department’s Strategic Investment Framework for Land Transport (SFILT).  Based on 
the findings in that report it is envisaged that maintenance and renewal of the road network will 
continue to be the main priority over the next period and the bulk of the roads capital budget, 
approximately €4.4 billion, is earmarked for such essential work.  A further €600 million has 
been allocated for implementation of the PPP road programme which is already underway and 
the balance for the limited number of road improvement projects included in the Plan.
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The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has indicated that there is a total of €2.6bn 
in additional funding available between 2018 and 2021 for allocation under the Review of the 
Capital Plan.  While I am  conscious of the many competing demands for extra resources, my 
Department has submitted a very strong case for additional funding consistent with the prin-
ciples identified in SFILT and a number of the proposed measures, if approved for funding, will 
be of benefit to the border counties. 

The main emphasis of funding for the rail network in the Government’s Capital Plan is 
on the maintenance of the existing network to ensure it remains safe and fit for purpose.  The 
Northern rail line plays an important role in linking communities North and South of the Bor-
der.  Iarnród Éireann and Translink have established a joint Enterprise Board chaired by the 
CEO’s of both companies aimed at implementing improvements to the Enterprise cross-border 
Dublin/Belfast service. 

The full implications for Ireland of the UK leaving the EU will only become clear once for-
mal Brexit negotiations progress.  The Government will continue to plan for and mitigate the 
associated risks of Brexit throughout the EU/UK withdrawal process.

Sports Capital Programme

03/05/2017WRZ00800300. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when he will inform persons that applied for the sports capital grant programme 2017 if their 
applications have been successful; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20894/17]

03/05/2017WRZ00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): All of the 2320 applications received under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme 
will be assessed by officials in my Department over the coming months.  Given the number of 
applications received and the detailed information submitted, it will take a number of months 
to complete the assessment process.  It is expected that an announcement regarding allocations 
will be made in September.

Free Travel Scheme

03/05/2017WRZ01000301. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
requested the Minister for Social Protection for a specific level of increased funding for the free 
travel scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20907/17]

03/05/2017WRZ01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As the Deputy is 
aware, both Minister Varadkar and I instructed our officials to examine the current funding lev-
els associated with the Free Travel Scheme.  That examination is currently being finalised and 
I expect a decision on the approach shortly.  The funding of the Free Travel Scheme is a matter 
for the Minister for Social Protection; however, as I have previously stated, if issues with cur-
rent funding levels are identified, then I expect that those issues will be satisfactorily addressed.

Public Service Obligation Data

03/05/2017WRZ01200302. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of Public Service Obligation, PSO, funding allocated by the National Transport Authority, 
NTA to each of the three CIÉ companies in 2017.  [20908/17]
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03/05/2017WRZ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As the Deputy is 
aware, in Budget 2017 I secured an 11% increase in the total amount of funding available to 
support the delivery of PSO services.  That means that a total of almost €263 million will be 
allocated to support the delivery of these socially necessary but financially unviable services.  
Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 the allocation of PSO funding to individual 
operators is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a response within ten working days.

Rural Transport Programme Data

03/05/2017WRZ01400303. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of persons that have made use of the rural transport programme each year since 2011. 
[20909/17]

03/05/2017WRZ01500304. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of journeys made under the rural transport programme each year since 2011. [20910/17]

03/05/2017WRZ01600305. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cri-
teria for deeming eligibility for a potential transport coordination unit wishing to partake in the 
rural transport programme. [20911/17]

03/05/2017WRZ01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 303 to 305, inclusive, together.

 As I have advised the Deputy previously, my Department provides funding for the Ru-
ral Transport Programme (RTP) to the National Transport Authority (NTA) which has national 
responsibility for integrated local and rural transport, including, since 2012, management of the 
RTP.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s questions 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within 10 working days.

Road Network

03/05/2017WRZ01800306. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if local 
authorities pay for the upkeep and maintenance of local and regional roads; and if so, if this 
funding is separate from the funding provided for this purpose by his Department.  [20912/17]

03/05/2017WRZ01900307. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of funding provided by his Department for the maintenance of local and regional roads in 
2017.  [20913/17]

03/05/2017WRZ02000308. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of funding provided for the building of new roads in 2017. [20914/17]

03/05/2017WRZ02100309. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide a breakdown of funding provided in 2017 for roads (details supplied).  [20915/17]

03/05/2017WRZ02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 306 to 309, inclusive, together.



Questions - Written Answers

250

   The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of the local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  
Works on those roads are funded from the local authority’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter 
for the local authority.

It is matter for the local authority to select, prioritise, agree and progress its roads pro-
gramme for the year and the purpose of Exchequer funding is to supplement the own resources 
of local authorities, not to meet the full costs of schemes.  I do emphasise to local authorities 
the importance of prioritising expenditure on roads when setting budgets and allocating own 
resources, including Local Property Tax receipts.

In relation to new road schemes, the Capital Plan 2016-2021 sets out transport investment 
priorities from 2016 to 2022.  The transport elements of the Plan were framed by the conclu-
sions reached in my Department’s Strategic Investment Framework for Land Transport.  Based 
on the findings in that report it is envisaged that maintenance and renewal of the road network 
will continue to be the main priority over the next period and the bulk of the roads capital 
budget, approximately €4.4 billion, is earmarked for such essential work with a further €600 
million allocated for implementation of the PPP road programme which is already underway.

I announced the 2017 regional and local road allocations to local authorities on 24 January 
2017 and all grant funding for 2017 has now been allocated.  Details of allocations are available 
in the 2017 regional and local road allocation booklet in the Dáil library.

With regard to national roads, details of the 2017 TII start of year allocations to each local 
authority are also available in the Dáil library.

As regards your other queries in relation to national roads, I have referred your Questions 
to TII for direct reply.  If you do not receive a reply within 10 working days please contact my 
Office.

  Question No. 309 answered with Question No. 306.

Tourism Funding

03/05/2017WRAA00200310. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of funding provided by his Department to Tourism Ireland in each of the years 2011 to 
2016 and to date in 2017. [20916/17]

03/05/2017WRAA00300311. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of funding provided by his Department to tourism bodies annually in each of the years 
2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017. [20917/17]

03/05/2017WRAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 310 and 311 together.

The breakdown of the total Exchequer provision for tourism services from my Department’s 
vote is available in the annual Revised Estimates Volume (REV) for Public Services, which is 
published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and available on that Depart-
ment’s website.

Information in relation to the tourism agencies’ income and expenditure in the years up to 
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2016 is available in their published Annual Reports and Accounts.  The 2016 Annual Reports 
and Accounts will be published later this year.

Of the overall annual Exchequer allocation to the tourism agencies for 2017, the amount of 
funding provided by my Department to Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland by end-April totals 
€28.097 million.  The breakdown by subhead of these allocations to end-April is as follows:-

-  E3 (Fáilte Ireland):  €9.962 million

-  E4 (Tourism Ireland - grant for administration and general expenses):  €5.49 million

-  E5 (Tourism Marketing Fund): €12.645 million (split €11.55 million for Tourism Ireland 
and €1.095 million for Fáilte Ireland).

03/05/2017WRAA00450Road Safety

03/05/2017WRAA00500312. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the de-
tails of accidents which took place on the M8 motorway south of Cahir town, County Tipperary 
caused by aquaplaning; and the extent of the works that were carried out to alleviate the issue. 
[20922/17]

03/05/2017WRAA00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects (including the M8) is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as 
the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  
Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in 
the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  Collision data for 
national roads is mapped and collated by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII).  Accordingly I 
am forwarding your query to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

03/05/2017WRAA00650Taxi Licences

03/05/2017WRAA00700313. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the sale of taxi licences; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20957/17]

03/05/2017WRAA00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Action 14 of the Taxi 
Regulation Review Report 2011 recommended the introduction of a prohibition on the transfer-
ability of small public service vehicle (SPSV) licences.  The Taxi Regulation Review Group 
included representatives of the taxi industry and its recommendations were widely publicised 
to the industry, including through the National Transport Authority’s website and industry up-
dates.  The underlying principle for the recommendation was that a licence should determine 
a person’s suitability to carry out a function and it should have no monetary value or be traded 
on the open market.  The measure was provided for in Section 14(1) of the Taxi Regulation Act 
2013 which was commenced with effect from 06 April 2014.  Special provisions, contained 
in Section 15 of the 2013 Act, as amended, apply in the case of the death of a licence holder, 
whereby a person nominated by the licence holder before his/her death may apply to the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) for the grant of a licence of the same category.

The regulation of the SPSV industry is a matter for the NTA under the provisions of the Taxi 
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Regulation Acts 2013 and 2016, including administration of the nomination process under sec-
tion 15.  The NTA has also made Regulations relating to rental of a small public service vehicle 
to another person.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in these matters, I have referred your question to the 
NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within 10 working days.

03/05/2017WRAA00850Road Projects

03/05/2017WRAA00900314. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the necessity to construct a new vehicular bridge over the River Liffey 
in Celbridge, County Kildare; if he will provide a commitment to Kildare County Council in 
relation to formulating a plan to progress the bridge to construction including route selection, 
environmental and archaeological impacts, public consultation and construction; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20972/17]

03/05/2017WRAA01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads (including bridges) in Kildare is the statutory responsi-
bility of Kildare County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads 
Act 1993-2015.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for 
the Council.  The assessment of options in relation to bridges in County Kildare, including at 
Celbridge is, therefore, a matter for consideration by Kildare County Council.

03/05/2017WRAA01050Driver Test

03/05/2017WRAA01100315. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a reply 
will issue to correspondence (details supplied); if he will provide this Deputy a copy of the re-
ply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20978/17]

03/05/2017WRAA01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
driver testing service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.  I have there-
fore referred the Question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact 
my office if a response has not been received in ten days.

03/05/2017WRAA01250Vehicle Clamping

03/05/2017WRAA01300316. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
date on which he will commence with the regulation of clamping vehicles which is provided for 
in the Vehicle Clamping Act 2015 in view of the fact that the Road Traffic Bill 2016 has been 
enacted and the technical amendment to the Vehicle Clamping Act 2015 made; the progress to 
date by the NTA with the consultation process in relation to the draft regulations prior to their 
finalisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21060/17]

03/05/2017WRAA01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Section 37 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2016, which provided for the required amendment of Section 4 of the Vehicle 
Clamping Act 2015, was commenced on the 13th April 2017.  My Department is working with 
the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel in relation to commencing the Vehicle Clamping Act 
2015 as expeditiously as possible.  Once commenced the National Transport Authority will then 
publish draft Regulations for public consultation as required under the Vehicle Clamping Act.
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I expect the Act will be commenced shortly.

03/05/2017WRAA01450Enterprise Support Schemes

03/05/2017WRAA01500317. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the cost of the enterprise stabilisation fund in each of the years 2009 to 2011; the amount repaid 
to date; the amount outstanding; the total amount written off; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20923/17]

03/05/2017WRAA01600318. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of businesses that received funding from the enterprise stabilisation fund; the num-
ber of jobs that were supported as a result; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20924/17]

03/05/2017WRAA01700319. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the average amount of funding provided to businesses under the enterprise stabilisation fund; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20925/17]

03/05/2017WRAA01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 317 to 319, inclusive, together.

The Enterprise Stabilisation Fund (ESF) was established by Government to support viable 
but vulnerable exporting companies who were experiencing difficulties due to the economic 
crisis which started in 2008.  €100m was allocated to the fund to the end of 2010.  Client com-
panies of Enterprise Ireland, IDA, Údarás na Gaeltachta and Shannon Development across all 
sectors within manufacturing and internationally traded services were eligible to apply.  The 
fund was administered by Enterprise Ireland.

Funding was in the form of preference shares, supporting a range of activities including 
market development, productivity improvements, cost reduction and product development.

Analysis of the scheme indicated that, as of March 2017, EI approved €80.4m under the 
ESF and paid out €80.018m.  As of March 2017, €22.5m has been redeemed to date from com-
panies that were legally in a position to do so.  (A company must have distributable reserves to 
be in a position, legally, to repay the State.)  Redemption of the shares will continue to be sought 
over the coming period as companies are in a position to do so.

However, €15.72m invested in ESF companies cannot be redeemed as the companies have 
been dissolved, liquidated or gone into receivership.

The objective of the ESF was to retain jobs and ensure the continued survival and growth of 
these Enterprise Ireland client companies.  In total, 9,500 jobs were supported under the ESF.

The ESF was targeted at viable but vulnerable exporting companies.  The ESF was a non-
Competitive Fund and the average level of support was €374,000.

03/05/2017WRBB00150Brexit Issues

03/05/2017WRBB00200320. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
her plans to introduce a fund similar to the enterprise stabilisation fund to assist businesses af-
fected by Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20926/17]
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03/05/2017WRBB00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Deputy will be aware that my Department commissioned a survey, which was carried out by 
Behaviour and Attitudes in January, seeking the views of SMEs on the impact of Brexit on their 
businesses.  This survey looked at the impact to date of Brexit and forward to the more medium 
term impacts (over the coming 18 months).

Extensive engagement has also been undertaken with stakeholders including the local enter-
prise offices, Enterprise Ireland and the business community.

Informed by this evidence base, my Department is working with the Department of Finance, 
the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine, the SBCI and Enterprise Ireland to formu-
late appropriate tailored targeted responses to meet real identified business needs of companies 
adapting to the challenges posed by Brexit.

03/05/2017WRBB00350Public Sector Staff Remuneration

03/05/2017WRBB00400321. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the details 
of payments made by her Department or a public body under the aegis of her Department to a 
person (details supplied) in the past 36 months and to date in 2017. [21390/17]

03/05/2017WRBB00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
person in question was employed as chief executive officer of the Labour Relations Commis-
sion until 30 September 2015, and as director general of the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion following its establishment on 1 October 2015.

In this context, my Department processed salary payments to the person in question during 
the period referred to.  These ceased upon the person’s retirement in June 2016.

No further payments have been made to the person by my Department.

Any payments to the person by agencies under the aegis of my Department are an opera-
tional matter for the agencies concerned.  I have asked the agencies to supply details of any such 
payments to me and I will forward to the Deputy once received.

03/05/2017WRBB00550Family Resource Centres

03/05/2017WRBB00600322. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the estimated cost of establishing ten new family resource centres; and the estimated full year 
cost of running these centres. [20996/17]

03/05/2017WRBB00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have requested 
information from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.  I will forward the reply to the Deputy 
once I have been furnished with this information.

03/05/2017WRBB00750Aftercare Services

03/05/2017WRBB00800323. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the full year cost of employing an aftercare worker. [20997/17]

03/05/2017WRBB00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My officials 
have requested the information from Tusla and I will forward the reply to the Deputy once I 
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have been furnished with it.

03/05/2017WRBB00950Public Sector Staff Remuneration

03/05/2017WRBB01000324. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the details of 
payments made by her Department or a public body under the aegis of her Department to a 
person (details supplied) in the past 36 months and to date in 2017.  [21385/17]

03/05/2017WRBB01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
might note that my Department did not make any payments to the person in question.  In rela-
tion to the State Agencies under the remit of my Department I am also advised that Tusla, the 
Adoption Authority of Ireland and the Oberstown Children Detention Campus did not incur any 
such payments and that the Office of the Ombudsman for Children will respond directly to the 
Deputy in the matter.

03/05/2017WRBB01150Air Corps

03/05/2017WRBB01200325. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a person 
(details supplied) appointed to investigate protective disclosures into health and safety issues at 
Casement Aerodrome is empowered to compel witnesses to give evidence and make findings; 
when they are due to conclude their investigation; and if these findings will be made public. 
[21007/17]

03/05/2017WRBB01300326. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will 
address concerns that a person (details supplied) appointed to investigate protective disclosures 
into health and safety issues at Casement Aerodrome does not have the relevant qualifications to 
investigate the health and safety risks as they relate to hazardous chemicals and possible serious 
health complications for personnel that were tasked with handling these materials. [21008/17]

03/05/2017WRBB01400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 325 and 326 together.

The position is that in September 2016, I appointed an independent third party to review 
allegations made in a number of protected disclosures relating to health and safety issues in 
the Air Corps which were received in late 2015 and early 2016.  The terms of reference for the 
review were as follows –   

“The review shall encompass a review of all relevant documents held by the Department 
and the Defence Forces, any additional material as may be supplied or received by the reviewer, 
and interviews of such persons as considered appropriate by the reviewer. 

The reviewer will:

1.  Review the allegations as detailed in the written correspondence to the Minister and 
determine if –

    In the period covered by the disclosure, did the Air Corps comply with relevant health and 
safety standards with regard to the safe use of toxic chemicals and if not what action has been

    taken in the intervening period to ensure compliance. 

2. In relation to the disclosure, provide considered views and observations in relation to the 
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allegations set out. 

3. Provide such other considered views and observations as are considered necessary. 

The reviewer shall be provided with access to all available documentation relevant to the 
events and any other documentation requested by the Reviewer. 

The reviewer shall be provided with the names of all relevant persons, including serving or 
retired members of the Defence Forces, or other persons the reviewer considers appropriate.  
The reviewer shall endeavour to interview or take statements from all relevant persons. 

The Department of Defence and the Defence Forces shall each appoint a liaison officer to 
provide the necessary information required in order to conduct the review and to assist the re-
viewer in identifying the relevant persons to be interviewed. 

The review shall be submitted to the Minister with Responsibility for Defence by the re-
viewer.”.

These terms of reference were made available to those that submitted the protected disclo-
sures at the outset of the review process.  I am satisfied that the person appointed has the experi-
ence required to carry out the review he has been asked to undertake. 

Once a final review is to hand, I will determine any further steps required and ensure that 
all recommendations will be acted upon to ensure the safety of the men and women of the Air 
Corps.  Publication of the report will be a matter to be considered in light of its content and the 
obligations in the Protected Disclosures Act 2014 to protect the identity of those making such 
disclosures.

03/05/2017WRCC00050Air Corps

03/05/2017WRCC00100327. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his De-
partment, when requested, will disclose the chemicals being handled by serving and retired Air 
Corps personnel when working at Casement Aerodrome from the 1990s onwards. [21009/17]

03/05/2017WRCC00200328. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the chemi-
cals which were used for cleaning and maintaining aircraft at Casement Aerodrome from the 
1990s to date in 2017, in tabular form. [21010/17]

03/05/2017WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 327 and 328 together. 

As the information being sought is currently the subject of legal proceedings, the Deputy 
will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to comment at this time.

03/05/2017WRCC00350Naval Service Staff

03/05/2017WRCC00400329. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Naval Service personnel serving in humanitarian missions in the Mediterranean who 
have availed of the Defence Forces’ counselling services on an annual basis since the missions 
commenced in May 2015, in tabular form. [21013/17]

03/05/2017WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am informed by 
the military authorities that Personnel Support Services (PSS) within the individual formations 
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provide confidential services including Critical Incident Stress Management which is available 
to all Permanent Defence Force personnel.  The Naval Personnel Support Services (PSS) office, 
under the direction of the Defence Forces PSS office, provide Pre-deployment Stress Manage-
ment briefings to all Permanent Defence Force personnel deploying to the Mediterranean on 
OPERATION PONTUS, in accordance with the Defence Forces’ regulations.

Prior to a ship’s return to home waters, Naval Personnel Support Services (PSS) office 
again provide post deployment Stress Management debriefings to all Permanent Defence Force 
personnel engaged on OPERATION PONTUS in the Mediterranean, in accordance with the 
Defence Forces’ regulations.

No individual personnel have sought counselling services from the Naval Personnel Sup-
port Services (PSS) as a result of their deployment to OPERATION PONTUS in either 2015 or 
2016.  Nor have any Naval Service personnel serving in humanitarian missions in the Mediter-
ranean been referred to the Defence Forces Mental Health Services (Psychologist and/or Psy-
chiatrist services) since the missions commenced in May 2015.

In addition to Personnel Support Services (PSS), a confidential counselling service provided 
by an independent service provider is available to all members of the Defence Forces. Defence 
Forces personnel can access this service by calling a free phone number.  A counsellor is avail-
able to talk, provide information, discuss needs and advise on follow up counselling.  Face-to-
face counselling can then be provided to individuals if required.

The service provider is bound to complete confidentiality by its code of practice with the 
only exception being where it has been identified that the individual poses a danger to them-
selves or others.  The Defence Forces are only provided with anonymous statistical data for 
service evaluation purposes.  No data which identifies individual users of the service or their 
location is provided. As such, it is not possible to ascertain if any Naval Service personnel serv-
ing in humanitarian missions in the Mediterranean have availed of the confidential counselling 
service.

03/05/2017WRCC00550Defence Forces Personnel

03/05/2017WRCC00600330. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the policy 
regarding military personnel availing of Defence Forces counselling; if this information is dis-
closed to their superior officer; and if this has a bearing on their future deployment. [21014/17]

03/05/2017WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As a matter of 
policy, personnel within the Defence Forces have access to a wide range of accessible and 
confidential counselling services both internally and externally.  These include, the Personnel 
Support Services (PSS) within the individual formations which provide confidential services 
including Critical Incident Stress Management which is available to all Defence Forces person-
nel.  In addition to their day to day role, the PSS supports contingents pre and post deployment 
and its trained personnel are also deployed in response to any significant operational incidents 
at home and overseas.  In addition, a cohort of personnel designated and promoted as Desig-
nated Contact Persons, (DCPs) provide a local advisory and referral service at barrack level to 
their colleagues with a particular focus on recruits and new entrants.

Separately, a confidential counselling service provided by an independent service provider 
and funded by the Department is available to all members of the Defence Forces.  Defence 
Forces personnel can access this service by calling a free phone number.  A counsellor is avail-
able to talk, provide information, discuss needs and advise on follow up counselling.  Face-to-
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face counselling can then be provided to individuals if required.

The service provider is bound to complete confidentiality by its code of practice with the 
only exception being where it has been identified that the individual poses a danger to them-
selves or others.  The Defence Forces are only provided with anonymous statistical data for 
service evaluation purposes.  No data which identifies individual users of the service or their 
location is provided.  Defence Forces members using the Personal Support Service office are 
also afforded the same confidentiality.

The Defence Forces has a duty of care to both personnel who may be suffering some form 
of anxiety and personnel working with such individuals.  A medical questionnaire completed 
at Annual/Occupational Medical requires Defence Forces personnel to declare whether or not 
they are, or have been, in receipt of counselling services either internally within the Defence 
Forces, or externally.  An examining Medical Officer will review the questionnaire and ex-
plore, as relevant, the content.   If the Medical Officer feels there is a ‘medical issue’ such as 
depression, generalised anxiety state, PTSD, etc. he/she may decide to change the individual’s 
Medical Classification Code (MCC) so that the individual is not exposed to an occupational 
environment which could aggravate his/her current medical situation.   Depending on the exact 
circumstances, this could be a temporary or permanent change to the Medical Classification 
Code and may have implications with regard to deployments overseas for example.   This out-
come is only where there is a medical condition underlying the process for which the patient 
was in receipt of counselling.

An individual’s Medical Classification Code is deemed “Medical in Confidence”.  There-
fore, a Commanding Officer will not be informed as to the reason for the Medical Classification 
Code change.  Thus, whilst the Commanding Officer will be aware that the Medical Classifica-
tion Code has changed, he/she will not be aware as to the reason for the change.

03/05/2017WRCC00750Defence Forces Reserve

03/05/2017WRCC00800331. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of persons who have left the Reserve Defence Forces on an annual basis since 2010, in 
tabular form. [21015/17]

03/05/2017WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The table below 
sets out the number of persons that have left the Reserve Defence Force on an annual basis since 
2010:

- 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016  2017*
ARMY RE-
SERVE

1,023 1,154 810 1,004 848 362 267 55 

NAVAL RE-
SERVE

36 45 30 34 36 25 5 8 

  *As of 27 April, 2017.

03/05/2017WRCC00950Defence Forces Training

03/05/2017WRCC01000332. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the train-
ing courses currently available for enlisted personnel wishing to learn a trade while serving in 
the military. [21016/17]
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03/05/2017WRCC01100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Trades are adver-
tised within the Defence Forces in accordance with the needs of the organisation.  The follow-
ing is a consolidated list of trades that can be undertaken by members of the Defence Forces 
under the Apprenticeships and Trainee Technician Schemes:

Engineers Apprentice Scheme

-  Draughtsman   

-  Civil Engineer Architectural Technician

-  Electrician

-  Carpenter

-  Construction Plant Fitter

-  Plumber

-  Block Layer

-  Plasterer

-  Air Conditioning/Refrigeration

-  Metal Fabricator

-  Heavy Plant Operator

-  Communication and Information Services Technician   

CIS Trainee Technician Scheme

-  Communication and Information Services Technician   

Ordnance Trainee Technician Scheme

-  Armament Artificer Instrumentation

-  Mechanical Automation and Maintenance Fitting       

 Transport Heavy Vehicle Maintenance Trainee Technician Scheme

 -  Heavy Vehicle Maintenance Trainee Technician Scheme 

 Air Corps Apprentice Scheme

-  Aircraft Technician

-  Avionics Technician

Naval Service Apprentice Scheme

-  Engine Room Artificer

-  Electrical Artificer

-  Hull Artificer

-  Computer Information Systems Technician   
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 Defence Forces School of Catering Scheme

-  Professional Cookery   

Although Defence Forces’ schemes provide for the running of the above mentioned courses, 
they may not all be currently ongoing.  The running of courses for certain trades/skills is subject 
to the identified needs of the organisation.

03/05/2017WRCC01150Defence Forces Strength

03/05/2017WRCC01200333. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cri-
teria for calculating the minimum number of Defence Forces personnel serving in the three 
branches; if it is calculated on a pro rata basis equivalent to the State’s population; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21017/17]

03/05/2017WRCC01250Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In December 
2011, the Government decided to stabilise the strength ceiling of the Permanent Defence Force 
(PDF) at 9,500 personnel.  This had followed a phased reduction in numbers over previous 
years.  Accordingly, the establishment strengths of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service were 
revised in the relevant Defence Forces Regulation. The relevant Regulation provides that the 
PDF shall comprise an establishment of 7,520 Army, 886 Air Corps and 1,094 Naval Service 
personnel.

In examining the staffing levels required in each service, the military authorities were fully 
consulted having regard to operational requirements and the need to meet all roles assigned by 
Government.

The Government are committed to maintaining the respective establishment strengths and 
this was affirmed in the White Paper on Defence when no changes were proposed to the staffing 
levels of the three services.

03/05/2017WRCC01275Defence Forces Personnel Data

03/05/2017WRCC01300334. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Defence Forces personnel that are due to retire from the services by the end of 2017. 
[21018/17]

03/05/2017WRCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have been ad-
vised by the Military Authorities that 65 personnel (15 officers and 50 other ranks) are due to 
retire from the Permanent Defence Force on age grounds by end 2017.  It is not possible to state 
how many personnel will leave the Permanent Defence Force for reasons other than age dur-
ing this period.  With the support of the Chief of Staff and within the resources available, it is 
intended to retain the capacity of the Defence Forces to operate effectively across all roles and 
to undertake the tasks laid down by Government both at home and overseas.

03/05/2017WRCC01450Public Sector Staff Remuneration

03/05/2017WRCC01500335. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details of pay-
ments made by his Department or a public body under the aegis of his Department to a person 
(details supplied) in the past 36 months and to date in 2017. [21387/17]
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03/05/2017WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There were no 
payments made by my Department or the Army Pensions Board, the only body under the aegis 
of my Department, to the person referred to by the Deputy during the period covered by the 
question.


