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   Questions Nos. 1 to 12, inclusive, answered orally.

02/05/2017WRA00450Cabinet Committee Meetings

02/05/2017WRA0050013. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on 
Housing last met; and when it will next meet. [17911/17]

02/05/2017WRA00600The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Housing last met on Monday 10 April 2017.  It 
is scheduled to meet again on 15 May.

It will continue to meet regularly and consider progress implementing Rebuilding Ireland, 
the Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, which is a priority issue for the Government.

Question No. 14 resubmitted.

02/05/2017WRA00750Cabinet Committee Meetings

02/05/2017WRA0080015. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Re-
gional and Rural Affairs last met; when it will next meet; and the number of times it met in 
2016. [17991/17]

02/05/2017WRA00900The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Regional & Rural Affairs met on four occa-
sions in 2016, following the formation of the Government.  It last met on 12th December 2016 
and is due to meet again on 9th May 2017.  The Committee provides a whole of government 
approach to growth in the rural economy as well as supporting quality of life and local service 
delivery in the regions.  This includes supporting the development and implementation of the 
Action Plan for Rural Development.  The Monitoring Group for the Plan, chaired by Minister 
Humphreys, met on March 23rd and will meet again on July 20th.

Questions Nos. 16 to 38, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 39 to 45, inclusive, answered orally.

Arts Promotion

02/05/2017WRA0120046. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to address the deficit in affordable artist studio space around the country, 
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in particular in Dublin city; if she will liaise with the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government to introduce legislation that would support the inclusion of a 
provision of artistic, creative and cultural space in all new developments, such as 2% in all 
developments over 200 units; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20414/17]

02/05/2017WRA01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am aware of the issue regarding the provision of affordable studio space, par-
ticularly in Dublin as a result of the changing property market.  In general, I would consider that 
local approaches driven by artists, local arts officers are best suited to respond to the specific 
local circumstances involved and provide the most effective outcomes.  However, my Depart-
ment is in discussion with the Arts Council, Dublin City Council and the OPW to consider some 
possible short-term and longer-term approaches to the issue.

In terms of practical responses, I recently announced details of more than €9 million in 
capital funding for 56 arts and culture centres across the country.  Eight of these grants relate to 
artist studios and creative spaces amounting to a total of   €850,000.

As part of the Government’s initiative on the North East Inner City, I also awarded a grant 
of €35,000 last year to Fire Station Artists’ Studios, Buckingham Street, to assist in providing 
additional studio space in conjunction with Dublin City Council.

I will shortly be announcing a new capital grants Scheme which will provide grants of up 
to €20,000 to not-for-profit organisations with a defined arts and cultural remit.  Organisations 
with artists’ studios will also be eligible to apply under this Scheme. 

The legislative framework for planning is a matter for the Minister for Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local Government.  However in general, as I stated above, I would consider it 
more appropriate for local authorities to determine their own needs rather than mandating strict 
national quotas which may not be appropriate.

The issue of whether any additional guidance would be of assistance will be kept under 
review in light of the work which is currently being undertaken by my Department and the Arts 
Council.

Questions Nos. 47 to 51, inclusive, answered orally.

Arts Promotion

02/05/2017WRA0150052. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which she expects to be in a position to continue to utilise events 
of a cultural and heritage nature to promote the national image at home and abroad with particu-
lar reference to the need to generate increased interest in such matters amongst young persons; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20397/17]

02/05/2017WRA01600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department will continue to support a broad range of programmes and ini-
tiatives across its remit to promote Ireland’s national image, including under the recently pub-
lished Creative Ireland Programme and Action Plan for Rural Development.  The Department’s 
Culture Ireland programme in particular will promote Irish culture on the world stage.  The 
Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme last year facilitated a heightened sense of shared identity 
and pride of country.  Following on from this the Taoiseach and I recently launched the Creative 
Ireland Programme as the Government’s legacy programme – a five year initiative, from 2017 
to 2022 which places creativity at the centre of public policy. 
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This is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream culture and creativity in the life of 
the nation and to promote individual, community and national wellbeing.  This will focus on 
boosting cultural provision and participation in communities and harnessing the goodwill and 
engagement generated by the 2016 commemorative programme. 

The core proposition of this programme is that participation in cultural activity drives per-
sonal and collective creativity, with significant implications for individual and societal wellbe-
ing and achievement.  The programme is based on five pillars:

-  Enabling the creative potential of every child

-  Enabling creativity in every community

-  Investing in our creative and cultural infrastructure   

-  Establishing Ireland as a centre of excellence in media production

-  Unifying our global reputation   

I am confident that this programme will be very beneficial in promoting the national image 
at home and abroad and in increasing interest in cultural and heritage matters amongst young 
people.

Heritage Projects

02/05/2017WRA0170053. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if she will consider a minor grant scheme for local authorities to administer 
to community projects aimed at preserving old photographs and video footage in their respec-
tive localities; her views on preserving such valuable historical records before they get lost or 
destroyed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20392/17]

02/05/2017WRA01800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Local authority arts and heritage officers, archivists and librarians have great 
experience in working with local communities on initiatives to archive old records in their lo-
cality.  In this respect, they can use funding available from within their local authority including 
funds that may be available from the Arts Council or Heritage Council.

In this context Pillar 2 of the Creative Ireland Programme - Enabling creativity in every 
community, aims to empower local authorities to lead the engagement of citizens with our arts, 
culture and heritage.  All local authorities now have Culture Teams in place and are developing 
their Culture and Creativity Plans for 2017.   

Many of the Culture and Creativity plans which are currently being prepared contain objec-
tives to preserve historical records and photographs For example, Donegal County Council is 
mounting a free exhibition on the Vanished World of the landed gentry of Donegal using never 
before seen documents, photo albums and letters from the collections of the Archives Service.  
South Dublin County Council will be digitising the Corkagh papers which relate to the Finlay 
and Colley families of Corkagh Demesne in Clondalkin while Wexford County Council are 
digitising the archives of a prominent shipping company in New Ross. 

These are just some of the projects that are being included around the county to preserve 
historical photographs and records.
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Heritage Projects

02/05/2017WRA0190054. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if she will address the need for a full-time administrator for a project (details 
supplied) in Letterkenny taking into account the project is solely run by volunteers yet has po-
tentially huge benefits for local businesses and the community; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20399/17]

02/05/2017WRA02000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My role, as Minister, with regard to the protection and management of our ar-
chitectural heritage, is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local 
authorities and the responsibilities of owners as regards heritage assets.

I am aware that a Conservation Plan for the project mentioned by the Deputy was launched 
in February and that the group are now seeking to employ a full time administrator.  While my 
Department recognises the significance and value of this project, and congratulates the group 
on their work to date, I regret that there is currently no funding available from my Department 
to pay the salary of an administrator. 

The best advice for the group may be to contact the local authority conservation officer and 
heritage officer, who are best placed to advise the group on the various types of funding avail-
able.  I understand the project group has been successful in obtaining grant support from the 
Heritage Council (which my Department funds) in recent years for a community event and also 
for development of their Conservation Plan. 

I also understand that a member of the group has contacted the LEADER Local Action 
Group regarding LEADER funding for the project, however, no formal application for funding 
has yet been lodged.

It should be noted that LEADER funding would not cover the costs incurred in providing a 
full time administrator for a project although other elements of the project may be eligible for 
funding. The approval of LEADER funding, or otherwise, for the project would be a matter for 
the LEADER Local Action Group. 

Financial support is provided by my Department through a number of structured schemes 
for the conservation and protection of heritage buildings, including the Built Heritage Invest-
ment Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund. These schemes are administered via the local 
authorities and details can be found on all local authority websites.

Illegal Dumping

02/05/2017WRA0210055. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if her attention has been drawn to illegal dumping at the Glenveagh National Park 
in an area situated within the park and opposite the staff entrance to the park; if such dumping is 
a breech of EU regulations, the Water Pollution Act or the Invasive Species Act; if her attention 
has been further drawn to the fact that this is taking place in a protected area and special area of 
conservation in addition to being in a national heritage area; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20400/17]

02/05/2017WRA02200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The location to which is referred is a disused borrow pit im-
mediately adjacent to the R251 road and the administrative and works depot at the headquarters 
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of Glenveagh National Park.  The habitats adjacent to the borrow pit include willow scrub, and 
roadside margin vegetation.  There is no woodland, active blanket bog, or other Special Area of 
Conservation qualifying interest habitats at this location.  The site is used temporarily to store 
large boulders and other building material for works necessary within the managed zone of the 
National Park.  Examples of such works include rock armour and surface dressing of internal 
roads and car parks, trench works in or around the many buildings’ yards and gardens within 
the park.  The temporary storage of such materials facilitates efficient reuse of natural materi-
als within the managed zone of the Park and minimises the need to import such material from 
elsewhere.

The material currently temporarily stored at t he site is both stable and inactive.  My under-
standing is that it does not represent an environmental threat.  It should be noted however that 
it is intended to remove the material in the near future as part of the park works programme.

Heritage Projects

02/05/2017WRA0230056. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the timeframe for the completion and full opening of Killarney House; her 
plans for 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20380/17]

02/05/2017WRA02400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Killarney House project involves collaboration between 
my Department, the Office of Public Works (as project managers for the construction) and 
Fáilte Ireland.  The Department first announced the project in 2011 with a budget of €10m 
(Fáilte Ireland have committed funding of €5.2 million under its Tourism Capital Investment 
Programme).

The National Tourism Authority’s significant financial contribution to the project is a clear 
statement of its confidence that this project will make a significant contribution in the future 
to the South West’s tourism offering.  I am confident that the development will enhance the 
potential of Killarney House as a top class visitor and heritage tourism centre.  It will do this in 
parallel with respecting its prime focus as a visitor centre for Killarney National Park and by 
developing its status as a heritage property managed by the Department.

In 2016 it was decided to pursue the opening of Killarney House and Gardens on a phased 
basis.  The House is being developed as the main visitor and interpretative centre for the Na-
tional Park, highlighting the beauty and interpreting the richness and significance of the Park’s 
landscapes, habitats, flora and fauna as well as telling the story of interaction with the Park over 
the centuries.  Some of the formal rooms are currently being restored to their former glory.

As the Deputy is aware, the original ornamental grounds and gardens immediately sur-
rounding the House have been restored, creating spectacular landscaped areas that will merge 
into the natural areas of the Park and which will provide vistas linking the town to the scenery 
of mountain, woods and lakelands. These gardens opened in April 2016.

The completion of the Historic rooms and the Interpretative Exhibition is being prioritised 
in 2017.  I intend to open the Historic Rooms during the summer and in this context prepara-
tory works on the restoration and refurbishment of the furniture collection for their display, are 
significantly advanced.  The exhibition phase of the project is advancing and I expect that the 
various elements of works will be completed this year.  It is intended that these amenities will 
be open to the public as soon as it is completed.   

Visitors to Killarney usually stay in the town and visit other locations and attractions within 
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the immediate area or in the wider region.  The length of stay tends to be quite short and in the 
case of some, bus tours may consist of just one night.  Often a visit will be confined to Muckross 
House which focuses on cultural heritage and many tourists will leave Killarney unaware of the 
true extent and beauty of the National Park that surrounds them.  When completed, Killarney 
House will showcase Killarney National Park from both a cultural and natural heritage point of 
view and will only serve to benefit tourists and local businesses.

Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

02/05/2017WRA0250057. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí 
Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cad é stádas Bhille nua na dTeangacha Oifigiúla atá 
beartaithe; agus go háirithe, cén dáta a fhoilseofar Ceannteidil an Bhille; agus an ndéanfaidh sí 
ráiteas ina thaobh.  [20428/17]

02/05/2017WRA02600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Tar éis athbhreithniú cuimsitheach a dhéanamh ar Bhille na 
dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú), a dréachtaíodh anuraidh, agus tréimhse comhairliúchán leis na 
páirtithe leasmhara, tá Ceannteidil nua Bhille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú) á ndréachtú faoi 
láthair. Tá sé beartaithe na Ceannteidil nua a chur faoi bhráid an Rialtais roimh dheireadh na 
Bealtaine.

Invasive Plant Species

02/05/2017WRA0270058. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if rhododendron plants can be banned from sale (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [13685/17]

02/05/2017WRA02800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department is responsible for implementing the Wildlife Acts and the Euro-
pean Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477/2011), which 
together provide the legislative framework on invasive alien species issues.

In 2014, a new EU Regulation on invasive alien species (no. 1143/2014) came into force 
and my Department is the lead authority with respect to the adoption of the provisions of that 
Regulation and in transposing the Regulation into domestic law.  Comprehensive new national 
Regulations in relation to invasive alien species are being drafted in my Department at this time.

  It is currently an offence to introduce or spread Rhododendron ponticum, the widespread 
invasive form, under Regulation 49 of the 2011 Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations. 

Regulation 50 makes it an offence to import, buy, sell, breed, transport and distribute list-
ed animal or plant species or vector material. However it has become clear that this must be 
cleared with the EU as being in compliance with the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU) in regard to the free movement of goods within the Union, and this will be done 
as part of the work on the new legislation being drafted in my Department.

It is therefore my intention as soon as practicable to ban the sale of Rhododendron ponticum 
in Ireland.

I would like to stress that there are over a thousand species of Rhododendron, as well as a 
huge number of varieties, and very few of these are thought to be capable of spreading into the 
wild in Ireland.  Many species and varieties of Rhododendron are sold in Ireland and are eco-
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nomically important in the horticulture sector, but there is no reliable data to show if there is a 
significant trade in the invasive Rhododendron ponticum.

However, officials from my Department are working on an on-going basis with the National 
Biodiversity Data Centre to monitor reports of the sale of Rhododendron ponticum in Ireland 
and develop a clearer picture of the extent of the issue and assess what resources are required, 
with a view to dealing with this satisfactorily in the context of the new legislation and bring 
about more effective control.

The new invasive alien species legislation currently being drafted in my Department will, 
inter alia, deal with the issue of trade in invasive species as envisaged under Regulation 50 of 
the 2011 Birds and Habitats Regulations, subject to our obligations under the TFEU.

Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRA0290059. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the amount of funding that will be made available to regional arts centres across 
the country; the criteria by which these funding decisions are made; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20086/17]

02/05/2017WRA03000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I recently announced details of grants of over €9 million in capital funding for 
arts and cu lture centres across the country.  This capital scheme is the most significant invest-
ment in arts and cultural centres in a decade and will target investment at a range of different 
facilities, including arts centres, theatres, galleries and museums, as well as artists’ studios 
and creative spaces.  This kind of investment is at the centre of what I am trying to achieve 
through Creative Ireland and the Action Plan for Rural Development.  The Arts and Culture 
Capital Scheme was considerably over-subscribed. The Department received 106 applications 
in total under Stream 1 and 2 seeking total funding of over €20m with eligible requests for 
funding totalling over €14.6m.  The detailed selection criteria and eligibility requirements were 
published in the Guidelines of the Scheme.  There was a two stage assessment process.  The 
first stage involved all applications being reviewed on receipt to ensure eligibility.  All eligible 
applications were then forwarded to an Assessment Panel which undertook the second stage 
of the assessment of the applications which advanced from stage one.  The Assessment Panel 
reviewed each eligible application within the defined criteria and scored them accordingly.  The 
recommendations were then forwarded to me for decision as set out in the published scheme 
conditions.  Following these assessment processes, 56 projects are being funded.  Seven flag-
ship projects will receive substantial funding allocations while a further 49 projects will receive 
funding ranging from €20,000 to €276,000.  Full details of these can be found on my Depart-
ments website.

I will be opening a further Stream of funding under this Scheme shortly.  It will provide 
small capital grants of up to €20,000 to not-for-profit organisations with a defined arts and cul-
tural remit.  While the amounts involved are relatively modest, the grants will in themselves 
make a huge difference to individual organisations and will be of particular benefit to local 
cultural centres throughout rural Ireland.

Wild Fires

02/05/2017WRA0310060. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her Department’s estimation of damages caused, loss of habitat and loss of wildlife 



2 May 2017

135

in view of the recent and ongoing spate of dangerous and severe wildfires across the country-
side over the past month and in the context of the recent passage of the Heritage Bill which 
extends the permitted burning periods into March; and the existing measures in place to prevent 
illegal burning and current enforcement practices. [20415/17]

02/05/2017WRA03200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Significant environmental damage is caused by wildfires and the issue has be-
come more acute in recent years.  The primary responsibility in terms of fire fighting lies with 
the Fire Service and the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.  
With regard to gorse fires in particular, my Department is one of a number of agencies repre-
sented on the Inter-Agency Gorse Fire Group that explores issues surrounding such fires.  An 
Garda Síochána is also represented on the Group and leads any criminal investigation.  My De-
partment, of course, cooperates fully with any Garda investigations and any other investigations 
that may be initiated by other statutory bodies.  The main source of wild gorse fires is thought to 
be the deliberate starting of fires without concern for the consequences.  Aside from such mali-
cious activities, one of the main challenges is to encourage members of the public, (including 
landowners, farmers and recreational users of publicly accessible land), to act responsibly at all 
times, to be mindful of their own safety and the safety of others, to be mindful of the need to 
protect property, both publicly owned and privately owned and to appreciate the value of our 
natural heritage, particularly in our National Parks, Nature Reserves and Designated (Natura 
2000) Sites.

With regard to the National Parks in particular, on an on-going basis, officials from my 
Department are in close liaison with both the Gardaí and the Fire Service. My staff remain ever-
vigilant when conditions exist that might result in fires in the National Parks.   

  Finally, Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976, as amended, prohibits the cutting, grubbing, 
burning or destruction of vegetation, with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 August.   

Following a review of Section 40, which involved, inter alia, consideration of submissions 
from interested parties, I announced proposals in December 2015 to introduce legislation to 
allow for managed hedge cutting and burning at certain times within the existing closed period 
on a pilot two year basis.  The legislation required to allow for these pilot measures is included 
in the Heritage Bill 2016, which was published in January 2016.   

The Bill recently completed its passage through Seanad Éireann and will now go to Dail 
Éireann.  In the meantime, the existing provisions relating to Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 
remain in force.

My Department will liaise with the relevant services in the context of collating data on habi-
tat destruction in recent illegal fires.

National Concert Hall

02/05/2017WRA0330061. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans for the development of the National Concert Hall; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20084/17]

02/05/2017WRA03400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The National Concert Hall in conjunction with the Office of Public Works is 
working on the preparation of a Master Plan which will, amongst other things, maximise the use 
of the historic site and ensure that the National Concert Hall is fit for purpose in the 21st cen-
tury.  My Department has been supportive of the preparation of this work in the context of Pillar 
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3 of the Creative Ireland Programme  which aims to assist the National Cultural Institutions in 
preparing ambitious but realistic investment plans, building on progress already underway, to 
address infrastructure deficiencies in a planned and measured way. 

In due course, my Department will of course have to examine the plan in line with the 
requirements applying to all public capital development projects and in light of the resources 
available to my Department.

Departmental Correspondence

02/05/2017WRA0350062. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has received correspondence from a group (details supplied) regarding the 
sale of Luggala Estate, County Wicklow, the adjoining lands of the estate and its future use; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19858/17]

02/05/2017WRA03600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Department has received the correspondence from the 
organisation mentioned in the details supplied and has acknowledged same.  As previously 
stated this would be a significant addition to our stock of publicly owned heritage properties 
and lands. However, the Department could only consider acquiring this property if the price fell 
within a certain range or in the context of a donation or bequest.

Departmental Expenditure

02/05/2017WRA0370063. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the details of the expenditure to date of the capital carry over from 2017; the 
value of work carried out to date with the €28 million pre-paid to local authorities under the 
town and village enhancement scheme and the CLÁR programme in 2016; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19528/17]

02/05/2017WRA03800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Provision is made in the Revised Estimates Volume for the carryover of unspent 
Capital funding from the previous year, subject to a Ministerial Order being made by the Minis-
ter for Public Expenditure and Reform before 31st March in the year of carryover.  The amount 
of capital funding carried over into 2017 for my Department was €13.548 million.

Since the making of the relevant Order by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
on the 6th  March 2017, expenditure totalling just over €2.1 million has been incurred from 
the carryover.  A total of €658,000 has been spent under Subhead A.15: Decade of Centenaries 
1912-1922, while €1.448 million has been spent under Subhead B.5: Natural Heritage (Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service).

With regard to the second part of the Deputy’s question, the 2016 CLÁR programme pro-
vided funding for the development of local infrastructure such as safety lights at rural schools, 
better road markings and pedestrian crossings close to community facilities, the provision of 
play areas and multi-use games facilities, and support for access roads to public amenities.  The 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme provided funding for improvements to the public realm, 
tourism infrastructure, town health checks and other similar projects.

Table 1 outlines, on a county-by-county basis, the amount of funding which the Local Au-
thorities have reported as having been expended to the end of February 2017 under the Town 
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and Village Renewal scheme and the CLÁR programme.       

However, expenditure has been increasing and my officials are continuing to impress on all 
Local Authorities the need to have their projects completed as soon as possible.  In this context, 
satisfactory progress in relation to projects under the 2016 schemes will be an important con-
sideration in 2017 funding decisions under the scheme. 

My Department is also engaging closely with Local Authorities to ensure that all expen-
diture is in line with the Public Spending Code and that the funding is spent promptly and in 
accordance with project proposals.

Table 1 – Expenditure by county: Town & Village Renewal Scheme and CLÁR pro-
gramme

Expenditure to 28th Feb 2017
County Town & Village Renewal 

scheme
CLÁR Programme

Carlow € 162,841.53 € 8,179.00
Cavan € 0.00 € 32,739.33
Clare € 76,740.36 € 0.00
Cork € 0.00 € 6,443.62
Donegal € 0.00 € 0.00
Dublin* € 40,614.00 N/A
Galway € 70,933.00 € 98,554.18
Kerry € 132,420.00 € 28,289.00
Kildare* € 42,000.00 N/A
Kilkenny € 0.00 € 0.00
Laois € 0.00 € 95,500.00
Leitrim € 104,896.00 € 0.00
Limerick € 212,213.17 € 164,035.67
Longford € 89,387.68 € 3,087.00
Louth € 57,882.00 € 4,767.00
Mayo € 141,934.00 € 31,908.00
Meath € 57,910.52 € 0.00
Monaghan € 139,772.00 € 34,446.00
Offaly € 0.00 € 63,773.00
Roscommon € 16,705.00 € 0.00
Sligo € 0.00 € 10,000.00
Tipperary € 242,512.00 € 72,775.26
Waterford € 129,000.00 € 169,160.00
Westmeath € 0.00 € 1,660.00
Wexford* € 54,746.00 N/A
Wicklow € 109,833.00 € 0.00

Totals € 1,882,340.26 € 825,317.06
*Counties that do not have CLÁR Areas

Arts Funding
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02/05/2017WRA0390064. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to ensure that the allocation of funding being provided for the arts by her 
Department is decided by the Arts Council only; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20083/17]

02/05/2017WRA04000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Most of my Department’s arts and culture budget is allocated to the agencies un-
der its remit.  Within these allocations, the Arts Council is the primary State agency for funding 
the arts in Ireland.

In 2017, I will provide over €65m to the Arts Council, an increase of over 8% since 2016.  
Details of the Arts Council’s expenditure including its individual grants can be viewed on the 
Arts Council’s decisions database which provides a listing of 2007 –2017 Arts Council funding 
decisions.  Decisions are routinely published in the Arts Council newsletter, and decisions are 
also recorded in the Arts Council’s annual reports, which are available online.

The Council is statutorily independent in relation to its funding and executive decisions.

My Department has traditionally provided funding for capital investment in arts and cultural 
infrastructure and across a range of other cultural initiatives.  Details in this regard are available 
on my Department’s website.

Creative Ireland Programme

02/05/2017WRA0410065. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the steps she will take to implement pillar 4 of the Creative Ireland programme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20087/17]

02/05/2017WRA04200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Taoiseach and I launched the Creative Ireland Programme 2017 – 2022 
in December 2016 as the Government Legacy Programme for Ireland 2016 and as the main 
implementation vehicle for the priorities identified in the draft policy document Culture 2025/
Éire Ildánach, which sets out an overarching vision and framework for culture over the coming 
years.

The Creative Ireland Programme is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream culture and 
creativity in the life of the nation and to promote individual, community and national wellbeing.

The objective of the fourth pillar of the Programme – Establishing Ireland as a centre of 
excellence in media production  – is to elevate the creative industries including media, architec-
ture, design, digital technology, fashion, food and crafts together on an all of government basis. 
The initial focus this year will be on Ireland’s potential to be a global leader in film production 
TV drama, documentary, children’s storytelling and screen animation.

In November last, I announced the commissioning of an economic analysis of our screen 
based creative industries to examine the economic impact and potential of the Irish film, TV 
and animation sector.  Following an open tender process, Olsberg SPI Ltd in association with 
Nordicity, was selected to conduct the study. Later this month, a Media Production Workshop 
will be held to consult the key stakeholders in the sector.  This will be followed by the publica-
tion of an industry-wide, long-term plan for Ireland as a global media hub later this year.

Rural Development Plan
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02/05/2017WRA0430066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which it is anticipated progress can be made towards providing 
and extending vital services in rural and urban areas with a view to ensuring the availability of 
the highest quality of such services at all locations throughout the country, thereby enhancing 
the quality of life for the persons therein and the attractiveness for job creating investment; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20396/17]

02/05/2017WRA04400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My remit specifically covers rural areas.  In January this year, I launched Realis-
ing our Rural Potential, the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development.  The Plan con-
tains over 270 actions to be delivered by a range of Government Departments, State agencies 
and other bodies to support the economic and social development of rural Ireland.  The Action 
Plan contains measures across a range of policy areas which will help to maintain and revitalise 
rural communities across the country.  A key component of the Plan is to support the creation of 
jobs throughout the regions to ensure that people who live in rural areas have increased oppor-
tunities for employment locally.  The Plan aims to deliver 135,000 extra jobs outside of Dublin 
by 2020.   

The Action Plan also sets out a number of actions which will protect and enhance vital ser-
vices in rural communities.  For example, the Plan includes a commitment that no small school 
will close against the wishes of parents; it also sets out a number of actions in relation to access 
to healthcare, including an increase in the number of GPs in rural areas. 

Our towns and villages are the heart of our rural communities, and it is important that we 
implement measures to help breath life back into these rural towns and villages.  The rejuvena-
tion of towns and villages will be supported under the Action Plan through schemes such as the 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme and the CLÁR Programme, both of which were launched 
in the last number of weeks.

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme will support the rejuvenation of up to 300 rural 
towns and villages through an investment of €20 million over the next 15 months.   Minister 
of State Ring announced an allocation of €5 million for the CLÁR Programme this year.  Both 
schemes are open for applications through the Local Authorities.

The actions set out in the Action Plan for Rural Development are the start of an on-going 
process which will be built on continuously to unlock the potential of rural Ireland and improve 
the lives of people who live and work in rural communities.

Built Heritage Investment Scheme Administration

02/05/2017WRA0450067. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs when successful applications under the 2017 structures at risk and built heri-
tage investment schemes will be announced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20393/17]

02/05/2017WRA04600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Financial support is provided by my Department through a number of structured 
schemes for the conservation and protection of heritage buildings, including the Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund.  I am delighted to be able to say that tomor-
row I expect to announce a significant investment in both the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 
and the Structures at Risk Fund for 2017.  These will now support a large number of projects 
across every local authority area in the country.   
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The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development Acts and 
are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  Structures must be on the local authority 
Record of Protected Structures.  The fund, administered through the local authorities, seeks to 
encourage the regeneration and reuse of heritage properties and to help to secure the preserva-
tion of protected structures which might otherwise be lost.   

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures (i.e. structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures).  The 
scheme supports heritage projects across the country in and creates employment in the conser-
vation and construction industries, while helping to regenerate urban and rural areas.

The administration of both schemes is devolved to local authorities who are contacting suc-
cessful applicants in the coming days.  A circular outlining the terms of each scheme can be 
found on my Department’s website. Any queries about the operation of the schemes should be 
directed to the relevant local authority.

Cúrsaí Gaeilge

02/05/2017WRA0470068. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí 
Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an ndeimhneoidh sí go bhfuil athbhreithniú práinneach 
ag teastáil maidir leis an Straitéis Fiche Bliain i ndáil le torthaí an daonáirimh agus go háirithe 
an laghdú suntasach atá tagtha ar líon na gcainteoirí Gaeilge; an bhfuil an t-athbhreithniú seo 
tosaithe; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [20431/17]

02/05/2017WRA0480079. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cad iad na beartais bhreise atá i gceist aici a dhéanamh 
chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn de thoradh ar na drochthorthaí a bhí ann ó thaobh cúrsaí 
Gaeilge de sna torthaí daonáirimh a foilsíodh le gairid; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[19527/17]

02/05/2017WRA04900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to take Questions Nos. 68 and 79 together.

Is léir ó thorthaí Daonáireamh 2016 go leanann na dúshláin atá roimh an nGaeilge mar 
theanga i gcónaí. Is gá, i bhfianaise na dtorthaí seo, ár gcuid iarrachtaí a threisiú tuilleadh - mar 
fhorais stáit, mar eagraíochtaí Gaeilge agus mar phobal i gcoitinne chun na dúshláin sin a che-
ansú. Is ea is mó seans go mbeidh toradh bisiúil ar ár gcuid iarrachtaí ar fad má ghlacann gach 
páirtí leasmhar go fonnmhar leis an deis chun a gcion a dhéanamh ar son na Gaeilge mar chuid 
de fheidhmiú na Straitéise 20-Bliain don Ghaeilge, a bhfuil an próiseas pleanála teanga agus an 
Polasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta mar chuid lárnach de.   

Ainneoin go léiríonn torthaí an daonáireamh gur tháinig laghdú beag ar na figiúirí i gcom-
paráid le torthaí 2011, is ábhar misnigh é gur léiríodh sna torthaí go raibh ar chumas breis is 
1.76 milliún duine a bhí 3 bliana d’aois agus os a chionn an Ghaeilge a labhairt in 2016.

Maidir leis an gceist faoi athbhreithniú práinneach ar an Straitéis, ba mhaith liom a mhe-
abhrú gur eagraíodh Díospóireacht Oscailte ar Pholasaí faoin Straitéis, mar chuid de Phlean 
Athnuachana na Státseirbhíse, i mí na Nollag 2015 ar mhaithe le breathnú siar ar an méid a 
bhí déanta go dtí sin maidir lena cur i bhfeidhm, chomh maith le breathnú chun cinn ar na to-
saíochtaí ina leith don chúig bliana amach romhainn. Mar thoradh ar an díospóireacht oscailte 
sin tá sé i gceist go mbeidh plean gníomhaíochta don tréimhse 2017-2022, ina mbeidh sprio-
canna sonracha agus amscálaí ina leith, á chur i dtoll a chéile ag mo Roinn agus á fhoilsiú faoi 
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lár na bliana seo.  Le foilsiú an phlean seo, beifear ag súil go dtabharfaí aghaidh ar na rudaí 
is tábhachtaí mar a aithneofar iad sa phlean cúig bliana agus go nglacfaidh gach páirtí go fon-
nmhar leis an deis a gcionn a dhéanamh ar son na Straitéise.

Ba mhaith liom a rá freisin go bhfuil allúntas breise de €250,000 curtha ar fáil i mbliana 
chun cabhrú tuilleadh le cur i bhfeidhm an phróisis pleanála teanga.  Sa chomhthéacs sin, dhé-
anfainn tagairt shonrach don chiste ar fiú €850,000 in iomlán é a d’fhógair mé le gairid chun 
cur ar chumas Údarás na Gaeltachta agus Foras na Gaeilge araon an próiseas pleanála teanga a 
bhrú chun cinn sa bhliain reatha.

Maidir le beartais nua, ó cuireadh tús leis an bpróiseas pleanála teanga trí bliana ó shin - atá 
mar chuid lárnach d’fheidhmiú na straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge, is ar ullmhúchán pleananna 
a bhí an próiseas dírithe go dtí seo.  Agus tús á chur le feidhmiú pleananna teanga i suas le 13 
limistéar Gaeltachta faoi leith i mbliana, tógfar céim mhór chun tosaigh le feidhmiú an phróisis 
agus dá réir, le feidhmiú na Straitéise. Fágfaidh sé seo go mbeidh pobal na Gaeltachta ag gla-
cadh páirte níos mó ná riamh chun na dúshláin atá roimh an nGaeilge ar bhonn áitiúil a cheansú. 
Ós rud é go mbeidh feidhmiú pleananna teanga ar bun feasta, bheifí ag súil leis go mbeidh tion-
char dearfach aige seo ar fad ar staid reatha na Gaeilge.   

Is fiú a lua chomh maith, ar ndóigh, go bhfuil ardú ar an gcistíocht atá ar fáil i mbliana do 
na gnáthchláir reatha ar thaobh na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta, a bhfuil dlúthbhaint acu chomh 
maith, ar ndóigh, le cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise 20 Bliain agus le cás reatha na Gaeilge dá réir. 
Leis an allúntas méadaithe atá curtha ar fáil don Ghaeilge agus don Ghaeltacht trí chéile, tá mé 
cinnte go mbeifear in ann tacú tuilleadh le cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise agus an phróisis pleanála 
teanga mar a bhaineann sé leis an nGaeltacht, na Bailte Seirbhíse Gaeltachta agus na Líonraí 
Gaeilge.

Is sainchomhartha suntasach é, chomh maith, go bhfuil an Polasaí don Oideachas Gaeltach-
ta á chur i bhfeidhm ar an talamh anois. Is é seo an chéad phlean a d’eisigh an stát ó bunaíodh 
é, a thugann aghaidh go sonrach ar na dúshlán atá roimh an teanga sa Ghaeltacht.  Tá mo Roinn 
ag obair as lámh a chéile leis an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna chun ár gcion a dhéanamh sa 
chaoi is go mbeidh rath ar an bpolasaí seo.

Ar deireadh, ba mhaith liom tiomantas agus dáiríreacht an Rialtais i leith chur i bhfeidhm 
na Straitéise 20 Bliain a threisiú uair amháin eile.  Sin ráite, a gdeireadh an lae áfach, tá ról 
tábhachtach le himirt ag pobal na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta i dtaca le spriocanna na Straitéise 
a bhaint amach.  Creidim gur ag obair i gcomhar lena chéile is fearr a bhainfimid torthaí dearfa-
cha amach le súil go mbeadh feabhas suntasach ar t h orthaí daonáireamh 2021 mar a bhaineann 
leis an nGaeilge agus an Ghaeltacht.

National Monuments

02/05/2017WRB0020069. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs her plans to work on and implement recommendations while acknowl-
edging her role in establishing the Moore Street Consultative Group; and her views on the rec-
ommendations of the group. [20151/17]

02/05/2017WRB00300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply today to Priority Question No.5.  In addition, I’d 
like to acknowledge the hugely important contribution of the Deputy to the work of the Moore 
St. Consultative Group.   
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Creative Ireland Programme

02/05/2017WRB0040070. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the estimated numbers in attendance at Cruinniú na Cásca events nationwide; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20394/17]

02/05/2017WRB00500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Based on reports available to my Department, almost 550,000 people turned 
out in Dublin and nationwide on Easter Monday for the first Cruinniú na Cásca.   An initiative 
under Pillar 2 of the Programme - Enabling creativity in every community, Cruinniú na Cásca 
celebrate d culture and creativity in contemporary Irish society through a rich variety of live 
music and dance, talks, coding, theatre, art and music workshops, readings and screenings, spe-
cial events and more.  Dublin City, the festival’s hub, hosted four distinct activity zones, from 
Smithfield Square and Custom House Quay on the city’s north side to Dublin Castle and St 
Stephen’s Green on the south.  In addition to the events taking place across four zones in Dublin 
City, 31 local authorities hosted free, family-friendly Cruinniú na Cásca events in their indi-
vidual counties as part of the national Creative Ireland programme.  RTÉ broadcast live from 
Cruinniú na Cásca zones throughout the day across RTÉ Radio 1, RTÉ 2fm and RTÉ Raidió na 
Gaeltachta, with regular updates on television and online.

In embracing and celebrating our creativity and the energy and diversity of Ireland , this 
year’s first Cruinniú na Cásca reflected the aim of the Creative Ireland Programme to main-
stream culture and creativity in the life of the nation and to promote individual, community and 
national wellbeing.   

Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRB0060071. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the amount of funding being provided for the arts in 2017; the amount that will be 
allocated by the agencies or organisations under the remit of her Department; the amount being 
allocated to arts projects directly by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20085/17]

02/05/2017WRB00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Details of the funding allocations made available to my Department are pub-
lished each year in the Revised Estimates Volume with the outturn published in the annual 
Appropriation Account. These publications are available on the website of the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and on the website of the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General.

As is shown in the published figures, the 2017 allocation to Arts , Culture and Film is 
€158.261m and most of this is allocated to the agencies under the aegis of the Department. De-
tails of the expenditure outturns are published each year in the Appropriation Account and these 
are published by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General at www.audgen.gov.ie.

I secured significant additional funding for the Arts Council and the Irish Film Board   in 
Budget 2017. The increase in the Arts Council’s allocation in 2017 is €5 million, or 8%, and 
will assist the Council greatly in implementing its 10-year strategy Making Great Art Work 
(2016-2025).   I also secured an increase of €2 million for the Irish Film Board, representing a 
14% increase in its annual budget.

Budget 2017 also includes:   
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- increased funding for all of the National Cultural Institutions;   

- an increase of €1 million for Culture Ireland;   

- an additional €1 million to the Heritage Council; and   

- funding of €5m for the implementation of the Creative Ireland Programme.   

Where my Department makes direct grants to organisations, the figures are published on the 
website of my Department at www.ahg.gov.ie. The figures for 2017 will be published in due 
course. 

National Parks and Wildlife Service Staff

02/05/2017WRB0080072. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the number of National Parks and Wildlife Service officers currently monitoring 
the illegal snaring of badgers around the country. [20372/17]

02/05/2017WRB00900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Of the total Departmental staff, 330 work in the area of natural heritage through 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of my Department.  In addition, my Depart-
ment will take on 69 seasonal staff during the year to assist the NPWS. Frontline conservation 
Rangers are deployed through a regional structure and assignments are determined in light of 
Departmental business needs and priorities.  Staffing levels across my Department are kept un-
der regular review in line with emerging business needs and Government policy on public sec-
tor pay and staffing as advised by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. As well 
as more senior regionally based officers of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
of my Department, there are 60 NPWS conservation rangers stationed around the country who 
deal with enforcement matters under the Wildlife Acts.  My Department is currently working 
with the Public Appointments Service (PAS) to create a Conservation Ranger Panel. Interviews 
were recently completed and I expect a panel will be available shortly from which appointments 
will be made across the country, taking account of financial resources to meet pay costs in the 
context of Government policy on public sector pay and staffing.

Within those staffing contexts, officials of my Department monitor compliance with the 
Wildlife Acts across the country on an on-going basis and carry out patrols and site visits to 
enforce the various provisions of these Acts, as required. Many of these officers carry out work 
in more than one county.  They also investigate reports of breaches of the Acts including illegal 
snaring of badgers. Members of An Garda Síochána are also empowered under the Acts to in-
vestigate alleged offences and to prosecute if they see fit.

Wildlife Regulations

02/05/2017WRB0100073. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the procedures within her Department for concerned persons to make 
observations and complaints regarding breaches of legislation by individual coursing clubs 
(details supplied). [20152/17]

02/05/2017WRB01100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Individuals and organisations can report breaches of the Wildlife Acts to my De-
partment either by contacting their local conservation ranger of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service of my Department or by emailing reports to nature.conservation @ahg.gov.ie.  In rela-
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tion to breaches of the licences issued by my Department to the Irish Coursing Club to capture 
and tag hares for coursing meetings, I published reports in recent months, which are available 
on the Department’s website, relating to incidents involving coursing meetings held during the 
2015/16 season at Loughrea, Co. Galway, Rathdowney, Co Laois and Ballingar, Co.Offaly.

Arts Council Funding

02/05/2017WRB0120074. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Ru-
ral and Gaeltacht Affairs her plans to have discussions with the Arts Council regarding pro-
posed cuts to grants for non productive artists; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20374/17]

02/05/2017WRB01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I understand that the question relates to a review of Aosdána which is being car-
ried out by the Arts Council.

Aosdana is a unique initiative established by the Arts Council in 1981 to honour creative 
artists who have made a significant contribution to the arts in Ireland.  There are currently some 
250 members of Aosdána, including seven new members who came into membership last week. 
The scheme is the responsibility of the Arts Council and not my Department. It should be noted 
that under section 24(2) of the Arts Act 2003 the Council is independent of the Minister in its 
funding decisions. 

Members of Aosdána can qualify for a means-tested payment known as the Cnuas if they 
are resident in Ireland and are full-time practising artists.

Following recent internal audits of Aosdána and a Value for Money Policy Review of the 
Arts Council - which was undertaken under the guidance of an expert Steering Committee 
chaired by Dr. John O’Hagan, Professor of Economics at Trinity College - the Arts Council is 
reviewing all aspects of the administration and procedures of Aosdána to ensure the most ap-
propriate governance and oversight arrangements are in place.     

In regard to any issues which arise from the review of the Aosdána, these are a matter for the 
Arts Council and Aosdána and I would encourage dialogue between the parties to resolve them.

Rural Development Plan

02/05/2017WRB0140075. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the way her Department proposes to oversee and monitor the implementation of 
actions to support the post office network arising out of the report of the post office renewal 
board and the post office hub working group as outlined in point 20 of the Action Plan for Rural 
Development; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19862/17]

02/05/2017WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The specific commitments in the Programme for a Partner-
ship Government in relation to the Post Office network which were assigned to my Department 
have now been completed or are significantly advanced.

I recently presented the final report of the Post Office Hub Working Group to the Govern-
ment. This report examined the potential for Post Offices to act as hubs of economic and social 
activity, particularly in rural communities, and recommended that a project to test the concept 
of Shared Value Co-located Post Offices should be piloted, initially at four locations.
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There have been a number of developments in relation to the postal services generally since 
the Programme for a Partnership Government   was agreed last May, including the commis-
sioning by An Post of a root and branch review of the company.

Overall responsibility for the postal sector, including the governance of An Post, falls under 
the remit of the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment and, in light of 
developments in the sector, it has been agreed that all aspects of the postal services, including 
the Post Office network, should now be under the remit of the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

It will be a matter for that Minister’s Department to oversee the future direction of An Post 
and the Post Office Network.

Town and Village Renewal Scheme

02/05/2017WRB0160076. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the status of the town and village renewal scheme 2017; the type of proj-
ects that can be supported under this scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20388/17]

02/05/2017WRB01700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): On 13th April, I launched an enhanced Town and Village Renewal Scheme for 
2017 as part of the Action Plan for Rural Development.  This scheme will see €20 million in 
funding being invested in towns and villages across rural Ireland over the next 15 months.

The 2017 scheme will be operated via the Local Authorities in close collaboration with 
community and business interests, and I anticipate that up to 300 towns and villages will benefit 
from funding. The scheme is targeted at rural towns and villages with populations of less than 
10,000.

Projects which have clear positive economic impacts on the town/village or which stimulate 
economic activity between a town/village and its neighbouring townlands will be particularly 
welcome, as will projects which demonstrate leveraging of, or linkages with, other schemes 
operated by Government Departments or agencies (e.g. in the areas of heritage, arts, culture, 
tourism, tidy towns, recreational facilities, re-use of vacant premises, vacant sites, energy ef-
ficiency schemes, etc.).

Full details of the application process have been issued to the Local Authorities and the clos-
ing date for applications is 30th June 2017.

02/05/2017WRB01750Foras na Gaeilge

02/05/2017WRB0180077. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí 
Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an dtabharfaidh sí soiléiriú ar chinneadh Fhoras na 
Gaeilge bogadh as oifig laistigh d’fhoirgneamh Oifig na nOibreacha Poiblí,  go háirithe ó thao-
bh ardú cíosa agus sarú an mheamraim airgeadais de; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[20430/17]

02/05/2017WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Mar atá mínithe cheanna don Teachta mar fhreagra ar Cheist 
Dála 161 den 9ú Feabhra 2017, is ceisteanna oibríochtúla d’Fhoras na Gaeilge na ceisteanna 
maidir le léasanna áirithe.  Mar a luaigh mé chomh maith sa bhfreagra sin, i gcomhréir le halt 
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5 dá Mheamram Airgeadais, chuir Foras na Gaeilge cás gnó cuimsitheach i leith léas ar chean-
náras nua faoi bhráid na Ranna Urraíochta san dá dlínse anuraidh. Is féidir liom a dheimhniú go 
bhfuil cead foirmeálta tugtha don chás gnó sin anois.

Community Development Initiatives

02/05/2017WRB0200078. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs when she and the Minister for Finance will bring forward firm proposals 
for community banking following the recent public consultation on such banking models; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19872/17]

02/05/2017WRB02100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Programme for a Partnership Government envisaged 
that An Post, the Irish League of Credit Unions and other interested stakeholders would be 
asked to investigate and propose a new model of community banking, such as the Kiwibank 
model in New Zealand, which could be delivered through the post office network.

The Programme for Government also includes a commitment to investigate the German 
Sparkassen model for the development of local public banks that operate within well-defined 
regions.

My Department is actively working with the Department of Finance to progress the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government commitments. A public consultation process, seeking 
views on the community banking model, was launched in early March and ran for four weeks, 
to 29th March. My Department received a total of 16 replies from a range of stakeholders and 
all submissions are now available on my Department’s website at: www.ahrrga.gov.ie/consulta-
tion/consultation-on-local-community-banking.

Senior officials from my Department and the Department of Finance also met with repre-
sentatives of the German Savings Banks Foundation for International Cooperation, Irish Rural 
Link and the Public Banking Forum of Ireland to discuss the viability of the Sparkassen model 
of local community banking in an Irish context.

All views received in relation to this matter are being considered and I anticipate that work 
on the examination of community banking models will be completed by the middle of the year. 
A report will be submitted to Government at that stage.   

Question No. 79 answered with Question No. 68.

Proposed Legislation

02/05/2017WRB0230080. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has received or sought a legal opinion on whether sections of the proposed 
Heritage Bill may contravene EU directives such as the birds and habitats directives, the Euro-
pean Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, the European Union (Natu-
ral Habitats) Regulations SI 94/1997 or the Wildlife Amendment Act 2000; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20401/17]

02/05/2017WRB02400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am satisfied that the sections in the Heritage Bill relating to wildlife provisions 
comply with EU Nature Directives and other national wildlife legislation. 



2 May 2017

147

National Parks and Wildlife Service

02/05/2017WRB0250081. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the deadline for the publication of all the reports of hare capture and hare returns 
for all hare coursing meetings for the 2016 and 2017 season. [20371/17]

02/05/2017WRB02600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The current 2016/17 coursing season finished at the end of February. It is in-
tended to publish the various reports for the 2016/17 season compiled by the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service staff of my Department and the Irish Coursing Club on the NPWS website. 
It is expected that there will be some 200 separate reports - including NPWS ranger reports, 
ICC Reports, ICC Veterinary Reports - ranging over 70 coursing meetings. I understand that 
some reports are still outstanding from the Irish Coursing Club and, following an assessment 
of all these reports by my Department, arrangements will then be made to publish them as soon 
as possible.  The various reports for the 2015/16 coursing season have been published on the 
NPWS website.   

Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRB0270082. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the details of the pilot scheme to be run by her Department and the Depart-
ment of Social Protection to establish a specific social protection payment for artists; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20385/17]

02/05/2017WRB02800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In December, I announced that my Department in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Social Protection would devise a mechanism during 2017 to assist self-employed art-
ists who have applied for Jobseeker’s Allowance. I have been in contact with my colleague the 
Minister for Social Protection on the matter and officials of our two Departments are working 
on this initiative in consultation with the Arts Council. The scheme will be a pilot scheme and 
is part of the Creative Ireland Programme launched in December. Details of the pilot scheme 
will be announced shortly. 

CLÁR Programme

02/05/2017WRB0290083. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs when she expects to announce successful applications under the 2017 CLÁR pro-
gramme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20309/17]

02/05/2017WRB03000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The 2017 CLÁR programme was launched on Friday the 31st 
March 2017 and will provide funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged 
rural areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. The allocation for CLÁR 
for 2017 is €5 million and funding is available under the following measures:

Measure 1:  Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures

Measure 2:  Play Areas

Measure 3:  Targeted Community Infrastructure Needs
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Measure 4:  First Response Support Measure 

The closing date for all applications under the 2017 CLÁR programme is Friday 5th May 
2017 and it is anticipated that a large volume of applications will be received. The project as-
sessment process is expected to be completed by the end of May at which time the successful 
applicants will be notified.

Heritage Sites

02/05/2017WRB0310084. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she has had discussions with Coillte or South Dublin County Council 
regarding proposals they have for the heritage sites of Masseys Estate and the Hell Fire Club; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20373/17]

02/05/2017WRB03200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Apart from the archaeological investigations referred to in my reply to Ques-
tion No. 299 on 28 March 2017, I am advised that no other proposals in the area concerned are 
currently the subject of consultations or discussions with the National Monuments Service my 
Department. 

Built Heritage Investment Scheme

02/05/2017WRB0330085. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs when she expects to announce successful applications under the built heritage invest-
ment scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20310/17]

02/05/2017WRB03400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conserva-
tion of protected structures (i.e. structures on the local authority Record of Protected Struc-
tures). The scheme supports heritage projects across the country in and create s employment in 
the conservation and construction industries, while helping to regenerate urban and rural areas.

Financial support is provided by my Department through a number of structured schemes 
for the conservation and protection of heritage buildings, including the Built Heritage Invest-
ment Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund.

I am delighted to be able to say that tomorrow I expect to announce a significant investment 
in both the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund for 2017. These 
will now support a large number of projects across every local authority area in the country.   

The administration of the Built Heritage Investment scheme is devolved to local authorities 
who are contacting successful applicants in the coming days. A circular outlining the terms of 
the scheme can be found on my Department’s website. Any queries about the operation of the 
scheme should be directed to the relevant local authority.

Job Creation Data

02/05/2017WRB0350086. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Taoiseach the number of jobs created since he 
took office to date in 2017, by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20124/17]
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02/05/2017WRB03600Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
exact information requested by the Deputy is not available. 

The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of 
employment (ILO) in the State. The most recent figures available are for Q4 2016. 

Seasonally adjusted estimates of employment are produced at State level only. Changes 
in the seasonally adjusted QNHS employment series can be calculated on a quarterly basis as 
required, please see Table 1. 

Estimates of employment (unadjusted) are produced by NUTS 3 Regions.  Due to method-
ology and sample size it is not possible to produce reliable County estimates from the QNHS. 
Changes in the unadjusted QNHS employment series are available on an annual basis only, 
please see Table 2.

Tables 1 and 2 show the overall stock of persons employed at given points in time, the 
changes which are calculated using these stock figures depend both on the number of jobs lost 
and jobs created over the period in question.  The QNHS does not record whether a job is newly 
created.

Table 1 Seasonally adjusted series of persons aged 15 years and over in employment 
(ILO), Q2, Q3 and Q4 2016 and the change from Q2 to Q4 2016

            ‘000

Persons aged 15 
years and over 
in employment 
(ILO)

Q2 16 Q3 16 Q4 16 Change from Q2 
16 to Q4 16

All persons 2,013.2 2,028.0 2,044.7 31.5
Source: Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland

Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: Q2=April-June, Q3=July-September, Q4=October-December.

Table 2 Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) classified by NUTS2 and 
NUTS3  region, Q4 15 and Q4 16 and the annual change

                   ‘000

NUTS2 and NUTS3 
Regions

Q4 15 Q4 16 Annual Change

Border, Midland and 
Western

494.4 507.5 13.0

Border 195.0 197.5 2.5
Midland 120.8 121.6 0.8
West 178.6 188.4 9.7
Southern and Eastern 1,488.6 1,540.7 52.1
Dublin 610.4 629.9 19.5
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Mid-East 235.8 241.6 5.8
Mid-West 153.1 164.4 11.3
South-East 205.4 214.8 9.4
South-West 283.9 290.0 6.1
State 1,983.0 2,048.1 65.1
Source: Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland

Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: Q4=October-December.

CSO Data

02/05/2017WRB0370087. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach the planned publication date for Irish Life 
Tables 17 by the Central Statistics Office. [20229/17]

02/05/2017WRB03800Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): Irish 
Life Tables are calculated based on population data from the census and 3 years mortality data 
centred on the census year.  Therefore Irish Life Tables 17 will be based on population data 
from the 2016 census, and mortality data from the years 2015, 2016, and 2017.  The Central 
Statistics Office intends to publish the Life Tables in early 2019, 3 years after the 2016 census.

Census of Population Data

02/05/2017WRB0390088. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Taoiseach the reasons for the ethnic and cultural cate-
gorisations currently used in the census, in view of concerns that they do not reflect the diversity 
of modern Ireland.  [20854/17]

02/05/2017WRB04000Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
ethnicity question on the census, which was first used in 2006, was agreed following consulta-
tion with various bodies such as the Equality Authority, Pavee Point and others. 

The CSO works hard to ensure that the information collected on the census remains rel-
evant to the changing needs of the economic and social life of the country.  For the 2011 census 
there were two new questions and changes to eight other questions.  The 2016 census on the 
other hand was run as a ‘no change’ census, meaning the questions on the form were the same 
as those used in 2011 with the exception of the question on marital status.  New questions, or 
changes to existing questions, must be tested in advance to ensure they will provide meaningful 
results and be well understood by the public.  However, given the budgetary circumstances that 
pertained during the planning phase of the 2016 census it was not possible to pursue this route 
and accordingly the ‘no change’ census option was implemented.

The ethnicity question, therefore, has remained unchanged since 2006. 

The question has come in for criticism, by both individuals and various bodies. While in-
formation collected from the question in previous censuses has been beneficial to data users, 
the CSO accepts that the question as presently composed falls short of what could be expected 
in today’s multiracial Ireland. It is anticipated that in advance of the next census a full public 
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consultation on the questions to be asked will be conducted, followed by a pilot test and con-
sideration by an Expert Group. It is expected that the requirement for and formulation of the 
ethnicity question will be critically reviewed as part of that exercise.

Official Engagements

02/05/2017WRC0020089. Deputy John Brady asked the Taoiseach if he travelled abroad as part of the St. Pat-
rick’s Day celebrations; if so, the locations he travelled to; the duration of the trip; and the total 
cost of the trip including travel and accommodation in addition to other expenses incurred. 
[19139/17]

02/05/2017WRC00300The Taoiseach:  I travelled to the United States for the annual St. Patrick’s Day visit. 

My visit from 11-17 March encompassed four cities; Philadelphia, Boston, Washington 
and New York. Unfortunately due to adverse weather conditions my programme in Boston was 
curtailed and a scheduled visit to Rhode Island had to be cancelled.  

The most up to date information of costs paid to date by the Department of the Taoiseach are 
as follows: flights for the delegation €36,711.78, official gifts €1,237 and travel & subsistence 
€1,061.76.

It should be noted that not all invoices relating to the trip have been received. The Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach routinely publishes details of foreign travel costs on its website (www.
taoiseach.gov.ie).

Capital Expenditure Programme

02/05/2017WRC0040090. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach the amount of funding provided under the 
capital plan for the information technology infrastructure across his Department; the amount 
spent to date; the progress to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19365/17]

02/05/2017WRC00500The Taoiseach: No funding was provided to my Department for information technology 
infrastructure under the Capital Plan. 

Cabinet Committees

02/05/2017WRC0060091. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the name, composition and functions of 
all Cabinet Committees and when they meet. [19394/17]

02/05/2017WRC00700The Taoiseach: The Government has established ten Cabinet Committees, with titles and 
membership as shown in the table.  Cabinet Committees are established by the Government to 
assist it in carrying out the responsibilities of Government in the areas indicated by their titles.  
They meet as appropriate according to their work schedules.
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Cabinet Committee Membership
Housing Taoiseach (Chair)Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 

EqualityMinister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local GovernmentMinister for FinanceMinister for 
Social ProtectionMinister for Public Expenditure and Re-
formMinister for Transport, Tourism and SportMinister 
of State for Housing and Urban Renewal 

Health Taoiseach (Chair)Minister for Health Tánaiste and 
Minister for Justice and EqualityMinister for Public 
Expenditure and ReformMinister for Children and Youth 
AffairsMinister of State for Disability IssuesMinister 
of State for Mental Health and Older PeopleMinister of 
State for Health PromotionMinister of State for Commu-
nities and the National Drugs Strategy

Social Policy and Public Ser-
vice Reform

Taoiseach (Chair)Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
EqualityMinister for Public Expenditure and Reform-
Minister for Social ProtectionMinister for Children and 
Youth AffairsMinister for HealthMinister for Education 
and SkillsMinister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local GovernmentMinister for Arts, Heritage, 
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht AffairsMinister of State 
for Disability IssuesMinister of State for Communities 
and the National Drugs StrategyMinister of State for 
Equality, Immigration and IntegrationMinister of State 
for Health PromotionMinister of State for Mental Health 
and Older PeopleMinister of State for Training and 
SkillsMinister of State for Financial Services, eGovern-
ment and Public Procurement

Justice Reform Taoiseach (Chair)Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
EqualityMinister for Public Expenditure and Reform-
Minister for Transport, Tourism and SportAttorney 
General

European Affairs Taoiseach (Chair)Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
EqualityMinister for FinanceMinister for Public Expen-
diture and ReformMinister for Foreign Affairs and Trade-
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and InnovationMinister for 
Communications, Climate Action and EnvironmentMin-
ister for Agriculture, Food and the MarineMinister for 
Transport, Tourism and SportMinister of State for Euro-
pean Affairs, Data Protection and the EU Digital Single 
MarketMinister of State for DefenceAttorney General



2 May 2017

153

Cabinet Committee Membership
Regional and Rural Affairs Taoiseach (Chair)Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, 

Rural, and  Gaelteacht AffairsTánaiste and Minister for 
Justice and EqualityMinister for FinanceMinister for 
Education and SkillsMinister for HealthMinister for 
Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government-
Minister for Social ProtectionMinister for Public Expen-
diture and ReformMinister for Agriculture, Food and the 
MarineMinister for Communications, Climate Action and 
EnvironmentMinister for Transport, Tourism and Sport-
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and InnovationMinister of 
State for Regional Economic DevelopmentMinister of 
State for OPW and Flood Relief

Economy, Trade and Jobs Taoiseach (Chair)Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
EqualityMinister for FinanceMinister for Education and 
SkillsMinister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local GovernmentMinister for Social ProtectionMin-
ister for Foreign Affairs and TradeMinister for Public 
Expenditure and ReformMinister for Jobs, Enterprise 
and InnovationMinister for Agriculture, Food and the 
MarineMinister for Transport, Tourism and SportMinister 
of State for Employment and Small BusinessMinister of 
State for Training and SkillsMinister of State for Finan-
cial Services, eGovernment and Public Procurement

Infrastructure, Environment 
and Climate Action

Taoiseach (Chair)Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
EqualityMinister for FinanceMinister for Housing, 
Planning, Community and Local GovernmentMinister 
for Foreign Affairs and TradeMinister Public Expendi-
ture and ReformMinister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novationMinister for Communications, Climate Action 
and EnvironmentMinister for Agriculture, Food and the 
MarineMinister for Transport, Tourism and SportMinister 
for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Af-
fairsMinister of State for Housing and Urban Renewal

Arts, Irish, the Gaeltacht and 
the Islands

Taoiseach (Chair)Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, 
Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs Minister for Education and 
SkillsMinister for Public Expenditure and ReformMin-
ister for Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
mentMinister of State for Gaeltacht Affairs and Natural 
Resources
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Cabinet Committee Membership
Brexit Taoiseach (Chair)Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 

EqualityMinister for Foreign Affairs and TradeMinister 
for FinanceMinister for Public Expenditure and Re-
formMinister for Communications, Climate Action and 
EnvironmentMinister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tionMinister for Social ProtectionMinister for Transport, 
Tourism and SportMinister for Agriculture, Food and 
the MarineMinister of State for European Affairs, Data 
Protection and the EU Single Digital MarketMinister of 
State for Financial Services, eGovernment and Public 
Procurement

Proposed Legislation

02/05/2017WRC0080092. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will consider making an appropriate legislative amendment to enable the same maternity leave 
and paternity benefits to be made available for mothers that have babies through surrogacy (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19396/17]

02/05/2017WRC00900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, surrogacy is not currently recognised under Irish legislation.  
However, I have been advised that my colleague, the Minister for Health is currently preparing 
legislative proposals on assisted human reproduction and associated issues, which will include 
provisions relating to surrogacy.   It is envisaged that the General Scheme of a Bill will be com-
pleted by the end of June 2017 and it is intended that it will be submitted to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Health for pre-legislative scrutiny once approved by Government.   

Once the substantive issue of surrogacy has been provided for in law, the issue of statutory 
maternity and paternity leave for parents of children born by surrogacy can also be addressed.

Data Protection

02/05/2017WRC0100093. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
consider requiring data sensitivity training for companies which breach data protection laws; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19454/17]

02/05/2017WRC01100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Dara Murphy): 
The position is the Data Protection Commissioner acts independently in the performance of her 
tasks and exercise of her powers under the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003. As the Deputy 
may be aware, the new General Data Protection Regulation will enter into force in May 2018 
and the Commissioner will continue to act in a completely independent manner under the new 
legislative regime which introduces a broad range of investigative, corrective and advisory 
powers which will enable the Commissioner to monitor application of its provisions and ensure 
effective implementation of its obligations on companies and other data controllers and pro-
cessors. While I understand the Commissioner is availing of invitations to speak at a range of 
events, conferences etc., with a view to raising awareness of the obligations, it will be a matter 
for companies themselves, as the data controller or data processor concerned, to comply with 
the law and consider their own requirements, including any training necessary.
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Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

02/05/2017WRC0120094. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the po-
sition regarding the proposed introduction of a new community CCTV scheme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19556/17]

02/05/2017WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am 
pleased to inform the Deputy that, on 13 April 2017, I launched the new grant aid scheme to 
assist community-based groups in the establishment of community-based CCTV systems in 
their local areas.  

Under the scheme, which will be administered by my Department, eligible community 
groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV sys-
tem, up to a maximum grant of €40,000. Upon approval of the grant, the applicant will receive 
an up-front payment of 50% of the grant with the balance to be paid when the system is fully 
operational. There is no closing date for receipt of applications.

Full details of the grant aid package including guidelines, application forms, code of prac-
tice and other relevant documentation are all available to download from my Department’s 
website - www.justice.ie.

Visa Agreements

02/05/2017WRC0140095. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the rea-
son the European Union visa waiver for Ukrainians does not apply here; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19931/17]

02/05/2017WRC01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The mat-
ter to which the Deputy refers is contained in a proposal for a regulation of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No. 539/2001.  That regulation constitutes 
a development of the provisions of the Schengen acquis in which Ireland does not take part in 
accordance with the Council Decision 2002/192/EC of 28 February, 2002.

Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 lists the third countries whose nationals must be in pos-
session of a visa when crossing the external borders of the relevant Member States and those 
whose nationals are exempt from requiring a visa.  As Ireland has not taken part in the adoption 
of this Regulation and is not bound by, or subject to its application, nationals of Ukraine con-
tinue to require a visa to travel here.

Garda Operations

02/05/2017WRC0160096. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will address concerns raised in regard to security at events (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20127/17]

02/05/2017WRC01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that the planning and implementation of policing operations in relation to 
major public events is a matter for the Garda authorities in the first instance. 

I am advised that prior to any event, Garda management prepares a full and comprehensive 
Policing Plan, including a Risk Assessment and an assessment of all information and intelli-
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gence available in relation to the event. The deployment of Garda resources for events is com-
mensurate with the risk level assigned to each event. 

In relation to the role of the Defence Forces, I understand that among the roles assigned to 
the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence 2015 is the provision of Aid to the Civil 
Power (ATCP) which, in practice, means to provide assistance and support to An Garda Sío-
chána when requested to do so. I am advised that there are regular coordination and liaison 
meetings that take place between the Defence Forces and An Garda Síochána in relation to 
ATCP issues.   

I am also advised that planning for an event includes liaison with the local transport ser-
vice providers, to ensure sufficient transport is in place given the high volumes of persons an-
ticipated to be attending such events, with assurances being provided that additional transport 
would be provided for the event and would be available afterwards to transport all concerned as 
quickly as possible to dissipate any threat of possible associated violence.

Furthermore, An Garda Síochána has in place a network of CCTV systems that are planned 
and implemented in light of identified operational needs and priorities. Under the Garda Sío-
chána Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 it is envisaged that CCTV will be 
used in new ways utilising technologies such as Face in the Crowd and Shape in the Crowd 
biometrics to identify key targets and enhance community safety.  The Programme is being 
supported by significant Government investment of some €330 million, including €205 million 
under the Capital Plan, in Garda ICT infrastructure over the period 2016 to 2021. This major 
investment will allow An Garda Síochána to deploy the latest cutting edge technologies in the 
fight against crime.

Underpinning all of these measures is the Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring 
a strong and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strength-
en community engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime. The Government 
plans to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 
Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. This year, funding has been pro-
vided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide rang-
ing reform plan which is in train within An Garda Síochána. Approximately 300 appointments 
will also be made to the Garda Reserve.

Garda Vetting Applications

02/05/2017WRC0180097. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the procedures regarding the vetting of young persons in order to take up transition year work 
experience in situations that require Garda vetting and or clearance in order to take up a work 
placement (details supplied); her plans to address the outstanding anomaly for some persons 
that are in transition year that cannot take up placements that require Garda vetting due to the 
fact they are under 16 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20505/17]

02/05/2017WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Gar-
da National Vetting Bureau carries out vetting checks and this is done primarily in respect of 
areas of employments where persons may have substantial, unsupervised access to children 
or vulnerable adults, including schools.  This is done in accordance with the provisions of the 
National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012-2016.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the National Vetting Bureau conducts vetting 
in respect of children aged over 16 years with parental/guardian consent.  It is the policy of the 
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National Vetting Bureau not to conduct vetting in respect of persons under the age of 16 years 
- this is in line with current international best practice in this regard and in the best interests of 
the protection of the children themselves.

The Garda Authorities have informed me that while there have been some requests from 
certain sectors to vet all school-going children, it is the view of the Garda Authorities that such 
an approach, if it were accepted, would place an unnecessary and inordinate burden on children 
and on the schools and organisations working with children.

Garda Vetting Applications Data

02/05/2017WRC0200098. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of persons on a list in 2017 to be cleared of Garda vetting for the purpose of working 
in early years services. [20639/17]

02/05/2017WRC02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, Garda vetting is conducted by the National Vetting Bureau on behalf of 
relevant organisations that are registered with the Bureau whose employees, paid or otherwise, 
are carrying out any work or activity, a necessary and regular part of which consists mainly of 
the person having access to, or contact with, children or vulnerable persons.  It is a service de-
signed to enhance the protection of children and vulnerable persons.  The Garda National Vet-
ting Bureau carries out this function in accordance with the provisions of the National Vetting 
Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016.  

I am informed by the Garda Authorities that at present, 80 percent of vetting applications are 
processed by the Garda National Vetting Bureau in under five working days.  This represents a 
significant improvement in turnaround times for the processing of vetting applications in recent 
years, falling from an average of 14 weeks in mid-2013. This improvement has come about as a 
result of an unprecedented investment by the Government and the Garda Authorities in provid-
ing this service, including an increase of over 80 percent in staffing levels and the roll out earlier 
this year of an e-vetting system.

In April last year I commenced the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Per-
sons) Acts 2012 to 2016 and in tandem with that, An Garda Síochána launched the e-vetting 
system. E-vetting facilitates the on-line processing of applications and this has significantly 
streamlined the vetting process and contributed to a sustained reduction in processing times 
for vetting applications.  The e-vetting system is available to all registered organisations and 
the Garda Authorities are ready to assist those organisations who are not yet using the e-vetting 
system to do so.

Processing times for any given application can be longer in individual cases when, for ex-
ample, additional enquiries may be necessary or where errors have been made in the applica-
tion.  It is important to note that delays can also occur in other aspects of the application process 
which are outside of the control of the Garda Authorities, for example, in the submission or 
return of applications by the registered organisations.

While the Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible to estimate in advance the number 
of applications that may be processed overall or in respect of a particular group, I would not 
that note that in recent years in excess of 350,000 vetting applications have been processed per 
annum by the Garda authorities.
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Valuation Office

02/05/2017WRC0220099. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
has satisfied herself with the time period within which Valuations Office Ireland responds to 
requests for the revaluation of properties, which now passes two years; her views on whether 
the office requires extra resources; if so, if she will provide extra resources; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20839/17]

02/05/2017WRC02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 
Commissioner of Valuation, who is independent in the exercise of his functions, has overall 
responsibility under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 for the maintenance of valuation lists of 
all commercial properties in the State which are used by Local Authorities in the calculation of 
rates due from individual ratepayers. This is done by using two statutory valuation processes 
known as “revaluation” and “revision”.

Firstly, revaluation is a process where all rateable properties in a Local Authority area are 
valued periodically by reference to a single valuation date. Following the first revaluation, sub-
sequent revaluations of each rating authority area will then be carried out on a cyclical basis no 
sooner than five years and no later than ten years after the first revaluation (Section 25 of the 
Valuation Act 2001). Revision, on the other hand, is intended to reflect structural changes to in-
dividual properties or the addition to the valuation lists of new properties between revaluations. 
In line with best international practice, the valuation element of the rating system should have 
both a comprehensive revaluation and revision programme running in tandem.

The revaluation provisions in the Valuation Acts provide for the revaluation of all rateable 
property within a rating authority area so as to reflect changes in value due to economic factors, 
differential movements in property values or other external factors such as changes in the busi-
ness environment or infrastructural changes in the vicinity of a property. The Valuation Office 
is currently engaged in a national revaluation programme, the immediate objective of which is 
to ensure that the first revaluation of all rating authority areas in over 150 years is conducted 
across the country, as soon as possible, and on a phased basis. It is a very significant undertak-
ing and involves the valuation of some 150,000 commercial rateable properties. Revaluation is 
an important instrument in redressing historical anomalies in relation to commercial rates. 

While the revaluation programme has been underway, the Valuation Office has continued 
to carry out revision work and, during 2016, some 3,297 applications for revision were pro-
cessed. Also, any backlog of revision work is cleared during the revaluation of a local authority 
area. As already mentioned revision of valuation is the process by which the valuation lists are 
maintained between revaluations and reflects changes to property of a structural nature and the 
addition to the valuation lists of new properties. 

It has been a priority for the Valuation Office to enter into collaborative arrangements to 
ensure that an efficient and effective revision programme can be conducted on an ongoing ba-
sis with all Local Authorities. To this effect, the Commissioner has implemented a number of 
initiatives to enhance the capacity of the Valuation Office to deliver a high-quality and timely 
revision service.  During 2016, the Valuation Office’s new approach based on more extensive 
data sharing was rolled out with all local authorities and online services have been enhanced to 
facilitate more effective data exchanges between those bodies and the Valuation Office.  

The Valuation Office recently commissioned a review of its revaluation and revision pro-
cesses which was jointly conducted by the Institute of Revenue Rating and Valuation (IRRV) 
and the International Property Tax Institute (IPTI). That review made a number of recommen-
dations in line with best international practice and which are based on methodologies and pro-
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cesses for handling statutory valuation work in other jurisdictions. These recommendations will 
now form the basis of an implementation plan which is being put in place by the Valuation Of-
fice. The review also proposed, among other recommendations, the establishment of a separate, 
permanently resourced Revision Unit which would be responsible for the processing of revision 
work and the ongoing assessment of properties falling under this category.    

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that following the receipt of a business case from the 
Valuation Office seeking the provision of additional funding to allow for the establishment of 
a dedicated Unit to deal specifically with the ongoing revision programme, I was pleased to be 
in a position to announce as part of the budgetary provisions for 2017, the allocation of an ad-
ditional €750,000 to the Valuation Office for this purpose.  This development, which involves 
the appointment of a number of additional staff, in tandem with the rollout of improved online 
facilities and enhanced processes and procedures, is specifically intended to address backlogs in 
conducting revision assessments and to enable the Valuation Office to provide timely and high 
quality revision services to Local Authorities and ratepayers into the future.

Visa Applications

02/05/2017WRC02400100. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if her 
attention has been drawn to the requirement for Afghan nationals applying for Irish visas (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20853/17]

02/05/2017WRC02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
measures outlined are required to ensure, as far as possible, that the supporting documents of 
visa applicants are verified and authenticated.

This is a normal function of the decision maker in any visa application process.  Unfortu-
nately, in the case of documentation issued in Afghanistan, it is particularly difficult to carry out 
the necessary verification checks.  It is also the case that Ireland does not have a diplomatic or 
consular presence in that country.  Indeed, such verification difficulties in Afghanistan have also 
been highlighted by EU member states in the context of Local Schengen co-operation meetings 
noting ongoing concerns there in relation to the accuracy of requested documentation in support 
of visa applications. 

As the Irish Embassy in Abu Dhabi has been assigned responsibility for diplomatic and 
consular matters with Afghanistan, visa applications from that country are processed in the 
Visa Office there.  In an effort to mitigate the difficulties in carrying out in-country verification 
checks in Afghanistan, and to provide some assurances as to the authenticity of certain official 
documents, the requirements outlined have been put in place and will continue for the foresee-
able future.

As with all visa services in all countries worldwide, the central concern is to strike an ap-
propriate balance between protecting the country’s vital national interests by maintaining an 
effective immigration regime, while at the same time not placing unnecessary or unreasonable 
obstacles in the way of those who intend travelling for legitimate purposes and who are likely 
to abide by the terms of their visa. The verification and authentication requirements in place are 
appropriate in the circumstances. 

Equality Issues
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02/05/2017WRC02600101. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her plans 
to introduce legislation which demands a mandatory statutory retirement age in the private 
sector; the expected timelines for enactment of same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19148/17]

02/05/2017WRC02700144. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her plans 
to introduce legislation which demands a mandatory statutory retirement age in the private 
sector; the timelines for enactment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19687/17]

02/05/2017WRC02800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 101 and 144 together.

I have no Ministerial responsibility for retirement age issues generally either in the public 
sector (where mandatory retirement ages are a feature of public sector employment law) or the 
private sector (where there is no statutory retirement age).  In my role in the Department of Jus-
tice and Equality, I have responsibility for equality legislation which allows for retirement ages 
in line with the relevant EU Directive provision that differences of treatment on the grounds of 
age are permissible if, within the context of national law, they are objectively and reasonably 
justified by a legitimate aim, including legitimate employment policy, labour market and voca-
tional training objectives, and if the means of achieving that aim are appropriate and necessary.

Garda Strength

02/05/2017WRC02900102. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
her attention has been drawn to the substantial reduction in Garda numbers in the Cavan and 
Monaghan district since 2008; her plans to replace the 74 gardaí that have left employment 
in this division over the past number of years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19209/17]

02/05/2017WRC03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter. Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual re-
view in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use 
is made of these resources. 

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that, in regard to the deployment of Garda 
personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors including 
population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. It is the re-
sponsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his or her Division.

I am further informed by the Garda Commissioner that the Garda strength of the Cavan / 
Monaghan Division, on 31 March 2017, the latest date for which figures are readily available, 
was 321. There are also 13 Garda Reserves and 36 civilians attached to the Division. When 
appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as 
the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation (NBCI), the Garda National Economic Crime 
Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. 
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This plan is progressing well. This year, funding has been provided for the recruitment of 
800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform plan in train in 
An Garda Síochána. Funding has also been provided for the recruitment of 300 Garda Reserves. 

I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening of the Garda College in September 
2014, that 981 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned 
to mainstream duties nationwide, 21 of whom have been assigned to the Cavan / Monaghan 
Division.  I am also informed that another 600 trainee Garda are scheduled to attest this year 
which will see Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around the 
13,500 mark by year end - an increase of 500 since the end of 2016. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now 
rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs to 
allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the 
Cavan / Monaghan Division in the coming years. 

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána. The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan. This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.

Garda Strength

02/05/2017WRC03100103. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí currently stationed at Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Rowlagh and Lucan Garda sta-
tions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19215/17]

02/05/2017WRC03200104. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of new Garda recruits assigned to Rathcoole, Clondalkin, Rowlagh and Lucan Garda 
stations in 2016 and to date in 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19216/17]

02/05/2017WRC03300105. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of community gardaí currently stationed at Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Rowlagh and Lucan 
Garda stations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19217/17]

02/05/2017WRC03400106. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of Garda reservists currently stationed at Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Rowlagh and Lucan 
Garda stations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19218/17]

02/05/2017WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 103 to 106, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter. I am assured by the Commissioner that the allocation of 
Gardaí is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including 
crime trends, demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to 
ensure optimal use is made of Garda human resources. 
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I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment of Garda personnel, 
a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors including population, 
crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. It is the responsibility of 
the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/her Division.

 I understand that Clondalkin, Rathcoole, and Lucan Garda stations form part of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Region (DMR) West Garda Division and that Rowlagh is an area of Dublin 22 
that is covered by Ronanstown Garda station.

 I am further informed by the Commissioner that on the 31 March 2017, the latest date for 
which figures are readily available, that the DMR West Division had a total Garda strength of 
660.  There are also 27 Garda Reserves and 45 civilians attached to the Division. When appro-
priate, the work of the Division is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the 
National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and 
the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. 

This plan is progressing well. This year, funding has been provided for the recruitment of 
800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform plan in train in 
An Garda Síochána. Funding has also been provided for the recruitment of 300 Garda Reserves. 

I am advised by the Commissioner, that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014, 981 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been as-
signed to mainstream duties nationwide, of which 33 were assigned to the DMR West Division, 
in 2016 and 23 in 2017. I understand that another 600 trainee Garda are scheduled to attest this 
year which will see Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around 
the 13,500 mark by year end - an increase of 500 since the end of 2016. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now 
rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs to 
allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the 
DMR West Division, in the coming years.

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána. The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan. This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.    

I am informed by the Commissioner that as of the 31 March 2017, the latest date for which 
figures are available, the Garda and Reserve strength of Rathcoole, Clondalkin, Lucan and 
Ronanstown Garda Station, including the number of Community Gardaí is as set out in the 
tables.  
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Garda Strength 31 March 2017

Station Garda Community  Garda Total
Rathcoole 16 1 17
Clondalkin 81 7 88
Lucan 67 6 73
Ronanstown 82 9 91
Garda Reserve Strength 31 March 2017

Station Total
Rathcoole 0
Clondalkin 2
Lucan 10
Ronanstown 3

Garda Operations

02/05/2017WRD00200107. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will consider including Rathcoole in Operation Thor in an effort to increase night time patrols; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19219/17]

02/05/2017WRD00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, Operation Thor entails a broad range of activities to tackle organised crime 
gangs and other prolific offenders as well as working with communities to prevent crime.  This 
comprehensive operation has been rolled out nationwide, including in the Rathcoole area, and 
is supported by the enhanced Government investment in Garda resources, including the re-
cently announced additional allocation of €88.5 million in 2017.  The additional investments 
in policing make it possible to maintain and extend a range of intensive policing operations, 
including the continued targeting of burglaries and related crime via Operation Thor.  The op-
eration has led to concentrated Garda activity with more than 52,400 crime prevention patrols 
and in the order of 74,300 targeted checkpoints nationwide.  There have also been in the region 
of 4,400 arrests and 4,900 charges covering a range of offences which, in addition to burglary 
have included handling stolen property, possession of firearms and drugs offences. 

The Deputy will appreciate that it is the Garda Commissioner and her management team 
who are responsible for the deployment of all Garda resources, including personnel, as well 
as for policing strategies in  particularly localities, and I have no direct role in these matters.  
However, it is encouraging to note that since the launch of the Operation, the burglary figures in 
particular have shown a significant downward trend.  Indeed, the CSO official recorded crime 
statistics for Q4 of 2016, which were released recently, show a 30% decrease in burglary for the 
twelve months of 2016 when compared to the same period in 2015, which parallels the imple-
mentation of Operation Thor. 

I have also made it a particular priority to strengthen our legislative provisions through the 
enactment of the Criminal Justice (Burglary of Dwellings) Act 2015 which is targeted at repeat 
burglars who have previous convictions and who are charged with multiple offences of residen-
tial burglary.  I am very pleased that this new legislation is now available to support the work 
which is being carried out by An Garda Síochána under Operation Thor.

Underpinning all of these measures is the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen com-
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munity engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.  The Government has in 
place a plan to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 
15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding has 
been provided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the 
wide ranging reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Appointments will also be made to 
the Garda Reserve of approximately 300, and in this regard I was pleased to be able to launch a 
new recruitment campaign for Reserve members of An Garda Síochána recently.

Courts Service Data

02/05/2017WRD00400108. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity further to Parliamentary Question No. 53 of 16 February 2017 and further replies of 7 March 
2017, 28 March 2017 and 6 April 2017, the number of drink driving offences that were listed in 
each court in each of the years 2015 and 2016 and to date in 2017; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19220/17]

02/05/2017WRD00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A report 
on the number of drink driving offences listed by court area between January 2015 – March 
2017 has been provided by the Courts Service and is set out in the table.  It is important to note 
the following:

Note 1:  Report displays offences that have been struck out not served;

Note 2:  If an offence was listed in more than one court area it will appear twice on the 
report, or if an offence was adjourned to another year it will appear twice on the report.  For 
example, an offence listed in 2015 and subsequently adjourned to 2016 will be counted once 
for each year. 

Court Area Jan – Dec 2015 Jan – Dec 2016 Jan – Mar 2017
ACAILL 1 1
AN CLOCHAN 
LIATH

19 17 13

AN DAINGEAN 26 24 10
AN FAL CARRACH 17 13 9
ARDEE 26 30 18
ARKLOW 55 73 60
ATHLONE 62 50 52
ATHY 26 24 24
BALLAGHADER-
REEN

8 9 5

BALLINA 64 95 41
BALLINASLOE 48 58 30
BALLYSHANNON 27 34 19
BANDON 45 52 32
BANTRY 39 36 20
BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHEAD

26 28 17

BRAY 90 104 82
BUNCRANA 71 76 50
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Court Area Jan – Dec 2015 Jan – Dec 2016 Jan – Mar 2017
CAHIRCIVEEN 14 16 6
CARLOW 137 118 61
CARNDONAGH 39 61 46
CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

48 51 25

CARRICK ON 
SUIR

31 25 14

CARRICK-
MACROSS

109 111 63

CASHEL 71 86 51
CASTLEBAR 112 104 49
CASTLEREA 37 25 12
CAVAN 152 194 112
CILL RONAIN 1 1
CLIFDEN 28 24 11
CLONAKILTY 30 59 23
CLONMEL 96 89 32
CORK CITY 557 615 353
DOIRE AN FHEICH 20 16 10
DONEGAL 31 30 25
DROGHEDA 128 132 74
DUBLIN METRO-
POLITAN DIS-
TRICT

1,843 2,158 1,053

DUNDALK 165 184 96
DUNGARVAN 82 82 50
ENNIS 172 196 71
FERMOY 82 91 39
GALWAY 291 289 134
GOREY 142 172 109
GORT 29 41 32
KENMARE 24 16 5
KILCOCK 55 74 46
KILKENNY 166 123 48
KILLALOE 31 22 4
KILLARNEY 111 121 46
KILLORGLIN 17 28 15
KILRUSH 31 26 9
LETTERKENNY 235 284 196
LIMERICK 362 477 213
LISMORE 8 16 9
LISTOWEL 79 83 42
LONGFORD 105 102 49
LOUGHREA 66 82 32
MACROOM 40 46 22
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Court Area Jan – Dec 2015 Jan – Dec 2016 Jan – Mar 2017
MALLOW 179 142 63
MANORHAMIL-
TON

13 10 3

MEATH 273 186
MIDLETON 127 145 55
MONAGHAN 89 146 87
MULLINGAR 157 140 85
NA GLEANNTA 8 15 10
NAAS 197 249 141
NAVAN 233 86
NENAGH 106 120 70
NEWCASTLE 
WEST

91 93 44

PORTLAOISE 130 156 57
ROSCOMMON 38 52 17
SKIBBEREEN 25 17 7
SLIGO 91 105 59
STROKESTOWN 4 8 4
THURLES 101 132 60
TIPPERARY 50 60 34
TRALEE 248 241 122
TRIM 92 84 33
TUAM 63 69
TUBBERCURRY 24 21 11
TULLAMORE 83 109 36
VIRGINIA 64 99 56
WATERFORD CITY 233 269 131
WESTPORT 31 43 16
WEXFORD 129 189 106
WICKLOW 52 60 37
YOUGHAL 22 30 11
Grand Total 9,106 10,357 5,311

Departmental Schemes

02/05/2017WRD00600109. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if there 
are schemes within her Department which provide funding for the LGBT community; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19227/17]

02/05/2017WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
In my role in the Department of Justice and Equality, I have responsibility for equality, includ-
ing specifically relating to members of the LGBTI community in Ireland.

Since the marriage equality referendum, my Department has overseen the enactment of the 
Marriage Act 2015, gender recognition legislation and the Children and Family Relationships 
Act 2015 which provides for the most comprehensive reform of family law since the founda-
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tion of the State.  These are huge steps forward for all concerned. However, while formal and 
legislative equality for LGBTI people has been achieved, much remains to be done throughout 
society.

For this reason, my Department will commence work on a new national LGBTI Inclusion 
Strategy in the coming months.  That Inclusion Strategy will identify specific areas of Irish 
society and policy in which difficulties are still seen as presenting for LGBTI people.  It will 
dovetail with the commitment in the current Programme for Government to bring forward an 
LGBT+ Youth Strategy, on which work has already commenced.  Both Strategies will identify 
specific actions to be implemented to address the outstanding challenges arising for LGBTI 
people in this country.

While there is currently no specific subhead in my Department’s funding specifically allo-
cated to LGBTI community, funding is available from my Department for organisations under 
various other headings including integration and victim support.  Relevant applications under 
such schemes may be made by organisations representing LGBTI persons.

Valuation Office

02/05/2017WRD00800110. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the esti-
mated cost to date of the national revaluation programme; the estimated cost of Reval 2017; and 
the estimated cost of the entire national revaluation programme when completed. [19243/17]

02/05/2017WRD00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Valu-
ation Office is currently undertaking a systematic national programme of revaluing, for rates 
purposes, all industrial and commercial properties in the State on a rating authority basis.  This 
is one the main statutory functions of the Commissioner of Valuation.  The revaluation pro-
gramme is the first of its kind since the mid-nineteenth century and has been a policy objec-
tive of successive governments for several decades.  The programme has gained considerable 
momentum following the enactment of the Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015.  The purpose 
of revaluation is to bring more equity, fairness and transparency into the local authority rat-
ing system and to distribute the commercial rates liability more equitably between ratepayers.  
Following this revaluation, subsequent revaluations of each rating authority area will then be 
carried out on a cyclical basis no sooner than five years and no later than ten years after the first 
revaluation, in accordance with Section 25 of the Valuation Act 2001.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the exercise 
of his functions.  I am informed by the Commissioner that the costs incurred in the period 2005 
to 2014 in respect of the revaluation programme was €33 million.  The estimation of the costs 
incurred for 2015 and 2016 is of the order of €8 million in total.  The estimated cost to date of 
the national revaluation programme is, therefore €41 million.  I am advised that the estimated 
costs to date are apportioned on a pro-rata basis for the various work programmes undertaken 
by the Valuation Office, including ongoing statutory and non-statutory work carried out by the 
Office and that these estimates are derived from the overall expenditure incurred in running 
the Valuation Office, taking account of staffing and other relevant costs.  As the Deputy will be 
aware, the staffing costs of an organisation such as the Valuation Office would typically account 
for 75 - 80% of the total cost of running the organisation.

In calculating the approximate costs associated with the REVAL 2017 phase of the pro-
gramme, the estimation of costs for work completed for that project in 2016, including salary 
costs, is €4.5 million.  The Deputy will be aware that the 2015 Act has enabled the Valuation 
Office to adopt a series of new approaches to revaluation not supported by the previous leg-
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islation, including the outsourcing of work, the use of “self assessment” principles known as 
“Occupier Assisted Valuation” and more extensive use of statistical analysis.  These are being 
piloted during the REVAL 2017 phase of the overall programme.  Accordingly, the costs for the 
period 2017 and 2018, to the anticipated completion of REVAL 2017, and the costs arising until 
the anticipated completion of the overall national revaluation programme in 2021, are likely to 
be significantly determined by the success or otherwise of these pilot projects and the Valuation 
Office is not in a position to provide an estimate of such costs until the outcome of these pilot 
projects is apparent.

Garda Station Closures

02/05/2017WRD01000111. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans to reopen the Garda station in Bansha, County Tipperary; her plans for the building if it is 
not being reopened; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19249/17]

02/05/2017WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of person-
nel and resources, including decisions in relation to Garda stations and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in these matters. 

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
to hand I will inform the Deputy accordingly.

Garda Investigations

02/05/2017WRD01200112. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she is satisfied that An Garda Síochána is adequately equipped and specifically skilled to 
carry out investigations into complex cases of fraud and has sufficient resources in place to deal 
with these types of cases; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19253/17]

02/05/2017WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the day to day operation of 
An Garda Síochána, including in relation to personnel and resources, and I, as Minister, have 
no direct role in the matter.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
to hand I will inform the Deputy accordingly.

Garda Investigations

02/05/2017WRD01400113. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she is satisfied that in the course of investigations into cases of fraud further instances of 
fraud uncovered are also being thoroughly examined; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [19254/17]

02/05/2017WRD01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that the conduct of Garda investigations is a matter for the Garda authori-
ties and I, as Minister, do not have a direct role in this regard.  However, I am advised that all 
instances of possible criminal behaviour which come to Garda attention are thoroughly inves-
tigated. 
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Garda measures to combat all forms of crime, including fraud, are supported by enhanced 
Government investment in policing resources, including a special overtime allocation of €88.5 
million in 2017 to support large-scale operations, as well as very significant commitments to 
upgrade and enhance Garda technology and systems amounting to €330 million between 2016 
and 2021, including €205 million under the Capital Plan, to enable An Garda Síochána to de-
ploy the latest cutting edge technologies in the fight against crime.

Underpinning all of these measures is the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen com-
munity engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.  The Government has in 
place a plan to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 
15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding has 
been provided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the 
wide ranging reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Appointments will also be made to 
the Garda Reserve of approximately 300, and in this regard I was pleased to be able to launch a 
new recruitment campaign for Reserve members of An Garda Síochána recently.    

Direct Provision System

02/05/2017WRD01600114. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans for self catering facilities in other direct provision centres in view of the fact that a self 
catering system at the Mosney direct provision centre has been provided; and the date before 
which the extension of these facilities will be completed. [19328/17]

02/05/2017WRD01700172. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will increase the number of self catering facilities for families in direct provision facilities; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20316/17]

02/05/2017WRD01800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 and 172 together.  

Following publication of the Programme for a Partnership Government, which set out the 
Government’s commitment to improving the accommodation environment for protection ap-
plicants, in particular for children and families, the Reception and Integration Agency of my 
Department began the process of examining ways in which this commitment could be delivered 
upon.  The McMahon Report of the ‘Working Group on Improvements to the Protection Pro-
cess, including Direct Provision and Supports to Asylum Seekers’ also recognised the value of 
home cooking for families in the protection process. 

The system currently in place in Mosney is the culmination of a lengthy analysis process by 
staff in the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) and by the management team at the centre 
which involved full consultation with a representative group of residents in Mosney. 

It is important to note that the system is under constant review and is a work in progress.  

It is being monitored by RIA and feedback from this project along with other similar proj-
ects due to commence soon will continue to inform the operation of the entire system - practical 
issues arising from its roll-out in Mosney will inform the system elsewhere.

It is expected that this particular system will be rolled out in Ballyhaunis and Athlone in the 
coming weeks and months and thereafter in other family centres such as Millstreet.  In addition 
to this, shared kitchen facilities to allow residents to cook for themselves are being provided 
in other centres such as St Patrick’s in Mosney, Kinsale Road in Cork and Clonakilty Lodge in 
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Clonakilty.

This project is in the vanguard of a system which will be rolled out to every centre in which 
families are resident so that self cooking can be provided for these residents and simultaneously 
addressing concerns previously raised in this House.

I am sure that the Deputies will appreciate that implementing a programme where residents 
can cook for themselves can involve structural changes or improvements.  Notwithstanding 
this, it will be implemented as quickly as possible, with due consideration of possible fire safety, 
building regulation and planning issues.

Direct Provision System

02/05/2017WRD01900115. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
details of the point allocation system used for awarding points to persons in the Mosney direct 
provision centre to purchase items in the on-site supermarket (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19329/17]

02/05/2017WRD02000116. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of points awarded to persons or groups of persons (details supplied) in the Mosney di-
rect provision centre to purchase items in the on-site supermarket per week. [19330/17]

02/05/2017WRD02100117. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
body that sets the prices for supermarket items in the Mosney direct provision centre (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19331/17]

02/05/2017WRD02200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 115, to 117, inclusive, together.

Following publication of the Programme for a Partnership Government, which outlined the 
Government’s commitment to improving the accommodation environment for protection ap-
plicants, in particular for children and families, the Reception and Integration Agency of my 
Department began the process of examining ways in which this commitment could be delivered 
upon.

The McMahon Report on the ‘Working Group on Improvements to the Protection Process, 
including Direct Provision and Supports to Asylum Seekers’ also recognised the value of home 
cooking for families in the protection process. 

The system currently in place in Mosney is the culmination of a lengthy analysis process by 
staff in the Reception & Integration Agency (RIA) and by the management team at the centre.  
This involved consultation with a representative group of residents, a number of residents vol-
unteering to participate in live shopping expeditions, an examination of the household shopping 
basket for families and single persons, an examination of responses to questionnaires complet-
ed by all residents on the range and type of foodstuffs they would like to be made available and 
an analysis of the findings of the Safe Food Report ‘What is the cost of a healthy food basket 
in the Republic of Ireland in 2016?’.  This analysis led to the allocation of a weekly number of 
points to each adult and child resident in the centre.  These points are then used to obtain fresh 
food and other products in the Food Hall.  As a result, parents are now able to cook food in their 
own accommodation for their own families.  The Food Hall is open six days a week and stock 
is replenished as required.  Ethnically appropriate foods and spices are also available.  Non-
standard items can be ordered in and made available the following day provided such items can 
be sourced from traceable suppliers. 
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The number of points awarded to family members and groups are set by RIA and are as 
follows:

Point Per Person/Child Aggregate Points Per Family
First Adult in Family 62 points per week
Second Adult in Family 25 points per week 87 points per week
Third Adult in Family 31 points per week 118 points per week
Fourth Adult in Family 25 points per week 143 points per week
Fifth Adult in Family 31 points per week 174 points per week

Children 
Age 0-5 years 15.5 point per week
Age 6 – 14 19 points per week
Children aged over 15 Same as second and subse-

quent adults in the family
The points applied to each item are also determined by RIA in full consultation with man-

agement at the centre in question.  It is my intention that the same level of points will be applied 
to comparable items in all centres in which this system will be implemented across the country.

There are a number of important issues that need to be stated in relation to the points.  There 
is no monetary equivalent for a point and points cannot be purchased for cash.  These points are 
only used for the acquisition of food and essential supplies.  All utility bills such as light and 
heat, laundry costs, organised transport etc are provided from within the existing contract and 
residents are not charged for these services.  It is also important to note that the system is under 
continuous review and is still a work in progress.   

The system is being monitored by RIA and feedback from this project along with other 
similar projects due to commence soon will continue to inform the operation of the points sys-
tem.  Practical issues arising from its roll-out elsewhere will continue to apprise and advise its 
operation.  

Deputies in this house have, in the past, raised concerns about protection applicants not be-
ing able to cook for themselves.  It is for this reason, and on foot of the McMahon Report, that 
the Government sought to address this issue in the Programme for Government.  This project is 
in the vanguard of the roll-out a system of home cooking for residents in all family centres and 
addressing Deputies’ concerns.  I am satisfied that this system will continue to meet the reason-
able needs of residents and allow them to provide for their families.

Let us not forget that the introduction and implementation of this new system has been wel-
comed by residents and has already had a very positive impact on the atmosphere right through 
the centre.  Residents are free to cook what they want and when they want.  The introduction of 
the system addresses one of the key recommendations of the McMahon report in that children 
will now see their parents cook a meal for their family.  This pilot project has been a great suc-
cess and it is intended that this system or variations thereof will be rolled out to other family 
centres throughout the country. 

Direct Provision Payments

02/05/2017WRD02300118. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will consider increasing the residential income maintenance payment for persons living in di-
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rect provision here; and the reason for this decision. [19332/17]

02/05/2017WRD02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are 
no plans at present to increase the weekly allowance of €19.10 per adult and €15.60 per child 
paid to those living in State provided accommodation while their application for international 
protection is being considered. 

The range of services and facilities offered free of any charge to those in the protection pro-
cess who avail of State provided accommodation include 

-  full board accommodation with related provisions and services.

-  the same public health services as Irish citizens and on the same basis as Irish citizens. 

-  medical screening on arrival in the State.

-  a medical card whereby they are eligible to receive a range of health services free of 
charge, including GP services and prescribed medicines.  

-  waiver on prescription charges.

-  HSE supports which include the public health nurse service as well as a dedicated asylum 
seeker psychological service. 

-  access to primary and post-primary education on the same basis as an Irish citizen.

-  English language supports.

-  ECCE preschool services on the same basis as an Irish citizen.

-  on-site preschool and homework clubs where available.

-  access to third level education under a Department of Education scheme.

-  access to a free bus service where the centre is located away from an urban area.

-  access to ENPs such as payments in respect of school uniforms; needs arising from the 
birth of a new baby (i.e., prams-buggies, etc), which are generally provided through the Com-
munity Welfare Officer (CWO), in addition to the weekly DP allowance.

Naturalisation Eligibility

02/05/2017WRD02500119. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if a person in receipt of farm assist can apply for citizenship; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19398/17]

02/05/2017WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is open 
to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and when they are 
in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended.  Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation is 
available on the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration (INIS) website at www.inis.gov.ie.  

A pragmatic approach has been taken in recent years regarding income levels and social 
protection related matters including the farm assist scheme referenced by the Deputy.
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Coroners Service

02/05/2017WRD02700120. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her views on a matter (details supplied) with regard to a person and their position; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19434/17]

02/05/2017WRD02800161. Deputy John Brassil asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if a 
person (details supplied) in County Kerry can remain in their position beyond 70 years of age; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20025/17]

02/05/2017WRD02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 120 and 161 together.

The retirement age for coroners is set down in section 11 of the Coroners Act 1962 as seven-
ty years of age.  This provision was repeated in the Coroners Bill 2007.  It is therefore not pos-
sible for the person in question to continue in his position having reached the age of retirement. 

I would join with the Deputies in acknowledging the valuable work of the coroner for South 
and East Kerry during his time in office.  My Department is examining potential solutions to the 
forthcoming situation in the South and East Kerry district, with a view to ensuring the continu-
ing provision of an excellent coroner service.

Asylum Applications

02/05/2017WRD03000121. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will review the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19439/17]

02/05/2017WRD03100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): If the per-
son whose details were supplied has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection in 
the State, the Deputy will be aware that it is not the practice to comment on such applications 
until they have fully completed the protection process.  The confidentiality of the process is 
provided for under Section 26 of the International protection Act, 2015.

Since 31 December 2016, all applicants for International Protection are processed under the 
International Protection Act 2015 and applicants were written to in January/February 2017 with 
details of the new processing arrangements to apply in their case.

The prioritisation of international protection applicants for interview is provided for in the 
International protection Act 2015 subject to the need for fairness and efficiency.  Details of the 
International Protection Office’s approach to the prioritisation of applications, as agreed with 
the UNHCR, are on its website - www.ipo.gov.ie.  A customer Service Centre established by the 
International Protection Office may be contacted by individuals with any queries - info@ipo.
gov.ie.

Garda Equipment

02/05/2017WRD03200122. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the per-
son or body which checks the stocks of Garda breath testing kits; the locations the unused kits 
are stored; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19476/17]

02/05/2017WRD03300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
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formed by the Garda authorities that stocks of breath-testing equipment are managed through 
Garda Central Stores, which is located in Santry, Dublin. 

The Deputy will be aware, further to Question 119 for written answer on 5 April 2017, that 
breath-testing equipment is purchased by the Medical Bureau of Road Safety, which falls under 
the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Mr. Shane Ross, T.D.

Parental Leave

02/05/2017WRE00200123. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 126 of 11 April 2017, if children born through surrogacy 
have their constitutional rights to have their well being and best interests promoted, as stipu-
lated in Article 42A, violated by the absence of parental leave; her views on a recent case in 
Spain (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19487/17]

02/05/2017WRE00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am un-
able to offer an interpretation of the Constitution by way of reply to a Parliamentary Question, 
and it would not be appropriate of me to comment on judicial decisions in another jurisdiction.  

What I can do is reiterate my reply to Parliamentary Question 126 of 11 April 2017, in 
which I made the point that surrogacy is not currently recognised under Irish legislation, and 
that my colleague, the Minister for Health, is currently preparing legislative proposals on as-
sisted human reproduction and associated issues, that will include provisions relating to sur-
rogacy.  It is envisaged that the General Scheme of a Bill will be completed by the end of June 
2017 and it is intended that it will be submitted to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health 
for pre-legislative scrutiny once approved by Government.  Once the substantive issue of sur-
rogacy has been provided for in law, the consequential issue of statutory maternity and paternity 
leave for parents of children born by surrogacy can also be addressed. 

Family Reunification Applications

02/05/2017WRE00400124. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
her attention has been drawn to the six month delay in the processing of join family visa ap-
plications; the reason for the delay in the processing of these applications; the plans in place to 
reduce the processing time of such applications; when these plans are likely to take effect; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19499/17]

02/05/2017WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
current processing times for ‘Join Family’ visa applications by the Visa Office in Dublin is a 
little over 6 months.  Applications processed in the seven Visa Offices abroad generally have a 
shorter processing time.

The Policy Document on Family Reunification published in December, 2013 contains a 
stated business target that visa applications to join Irish citizens should be dealt with within 
six months of receipt of application.  However, it should be noted that this is a business target 
and does not constitute a legal obligation.  The business target reflects the detailed and often 
complex assessment that is required to be carried out in relation to applications for family re-
unification.

While the Visa Office endeavours to have applications of this nature processed as quickly 
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as possible, processing times for visas can vary based on a number of factors such as the num-
ber of applications, individual circumstances, the complexity of applications, whether further 
information or investigation is required, and the resources available.  Any delays in achieving 
the business target are primarily related to the processing of more complex cases where the pro-
vision of additional documentation is requested or where detailed assessments of family rights 
under the Constitution and the European Convention on Human Rights are required. 

The central concern, as with all visa services worldwide, in deciding on visa applications 
is to strike an appropriate balance between protecting the country’s vital national interests by 
maintaining an effective immigration regime, while at the same time facilitating travel for those 
who meet the criteria.  Each visa application is decided on its own merits taking all relevant 
factors into account.    

Departmental Investigations

02/05/2017WRE00600125. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of reports and complaints made to her Department by a person (details supplied); if 
the reports and complaints were ever investigated and, if so, the outcome; if the same reports 
were investigated by the Department of the Taoiseach before being sent from that Department 
to her Department; if the person was ever interviewed by officials from her Department; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19500/17]

02/05/2017WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I have 
previously advised the Deputy my Department has been in correspondence with the person con-
cerned.  The position of my Department has been extensively outlined in this correspondence 
and the person concerned has been informed that no further action can be taken in this case.  
However, if the person concerned wishes to submit additional, pertinent information, which 
they have not previously supplied, then my Department will examine this further.

I am informed by the Department of the Taoiseach that it did not investigate the reports be-
fore sending them to my Department.

Wards of Court

02/05/2017WRE00800126. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
the wards of court and their representatives will be given a comprehensive report on a regular 
basis on the way their funds are managed; the balance in each account; the way the funds were 
spent and administered; if she has received complaints from the representatives of the wards of 
court in relation to the absence of transparency and accountability in the current system; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [19501/17]

02/05/2017WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy may be aware, the High Court has jurisdiction in wards of court matters and manage-
ment of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising 
its functions under the Courts Service Act 1998. 

The Deputy will also be aware that when a person is taken into Wardship, the President of 
the High Court appoints a committee (usually one person, in most cases, a family member) to 
deal with the ward’s property. In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries 
made and the Courts Service has informed me that currently individual statements in regard 
to funds held in court on behalf of wards of court are provided on request to the  respective 
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committees of the wards of court.  The Wards of Court office is working to enable statements 
to be provided automatically to the committees of wards of court which it hopes to be able to 
commence during the third quarter of 2017.  These statements will be high level reports on the 
funds in court and their performance and, if more detailed reports are required, they can be 
made available on request.

The Courts Service has also informed me that the Wards of Court office has not received 
any complaints about the absence of transparency and accountability in the current system on 
the statements that are issued following requests, but the office has received a small number of 
complaints about the inability to generate automated statements to committees.  Additionally, 
the office has also received representations from relatives of wards who are not committees of 
a ward seeking statements, but such requests cannot be granted as this would be a breach of 
confidentiality. 

My Department has received complaints from the representatives of wards of court in rela-
tion to a variety of issues in the current system and these are addressed on a case by case basis 
by the Courts Service.

Protected Disclosures Data

02/05/2017WRE01000127. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of protected disclosures received by her from serving and retired members of An 
Garda Síochána; the process applied to each one; if investigations have been completed in any 
of the cases; the dates on which each one was submitted to her or her Department; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19502/17]

02/05/2017WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, the Protected Disclosures Act came into effect on 15 July 2014, and in rela-
tion to members of An Garda Síochána replaced the previous system of making disclosures to 
a Confidential Recipient.  The Act was part of the then Government’s comprehensive approach 
to enhancing the protections available to whistleblowers, including members of the Garda Sío-
chána.   

Under the Act, members of the Garda Síochána may communicate their concerns to the 
Garda Commissioner, as their employer if they so choose, or they may make a disclosure to 
GSOC, which is a statutorily independent body, for investigation.  Where a protected disclosure 
is made to GSOC, the Act provides that GSOC may, if it appears to it desirable in the public 
interest to do so, investigate the disclosure.

The legislation allows that an individual employed by a public body may also make a Pro-
tected Disclosure to the Minister with responsibility for that body.  It is the case that in a num-
ber of instances I have received such disclosures. It is important to note that in some cases the 
individuals concerned have indicated that they have already been in contact with the Garda 
Síochána and/or GSOC regarding the same matters.

Since the Act came into effect I have received 8 complaints in which the Protected Disclo-
sures Act has been cited.  These are from individuals who either are, or were, employees/mem-
bers of the Garda Síochána.  Of these, 6 were members or retired members and 2 were civilian 
or former civilian employees.  1 complaint was made in 2015, 3 in 2016 and 4 in 2017.

It is important to recognise the very significant fact that a member of the Gardaí or a civilian 
employee of An Garda Síochána who makes a disclosure in accordance with the Act is entitled 
to all the protections provided for whistleblowers in the Act.  These protections include protec-
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tion from having their identity revealed, protection from dismissal and protection from being 
penalised in their employment as a result of having made a protected disclosure.

The process that applies in my Office to any such correspondence is as follows.

Firstly, the correspondence is assessed to determine whether it constitutes a Protected Dis-
closure under the Act.  Secondly, consideration is given to what action is required.  The indi-
vidual is then informed of what action I propose to take.  All reasonable efforts are taken to keep 
the identity of the individual concerned confidential. 

Actions taken can include seeking a Garda report from the Garda Commissioner (having 
first confirmed that the individual is agreeable to that course of action), referring matters to 
GSOC under powers available to me as Minister under the Garda Síochána Act 2005, referring 
matters to an external body or person for review, etc.  As the Deputy is aware two such Disclo-
sures received in 2016 were reviewed by Mr Justice O’Neill and a Tribunal of Inquiry has been 
established under Mr Justice Charleton.

In addition to the cases referred to above there have been a small number of other cases 
which did not specifically cite the Act, but might be inferred to have been Protected Disclo-
sures.  These have been dealt with in the same way.

Visa Applications

02/05/2017WRE01200128. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will review the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19511/17]

02/05/2017WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
visa application referred to was refused by the Visa Office in Dublin on 24 March 2017.  The 
decision was communicated to the applicant who was advised that an appeal could be submitted 
within two months.  No appeal has been received as of yet.  

I am further advised that the application was refused on the grounds of the sponsor not pro-
viding sufficient evidence to meet the financial criteria set out in paragraph 17.2 of the Policy 
Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification.  This was explained in the decision issued to the 
applicant who should fully address the reasons for refusal in any appeal.

The Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification and full details on the documenta-
tion required for a “Join Family” Visa are available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie/en/
INIS/Pages/Join%20Family. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.     

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the INIS Visa Office (visa-
mail@justice.ie).     
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Garda Station Refurbishment

02/05/2017WRE01400129. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the sta-
tus of the plans to upgrade Newcastlewest Garda station. [19512/17]

02/05/2017WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommo-
dation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close co-operation with the Office of 
Public Works (OPW) which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda 
accommodation.

The Garda Síochána Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021, which I an-
nounced with the Minister of State at the Office of Public Works on 21 October 2015, includes 
provision for a major refurbishment of Newcastle West Garda Station.

I understand from the Garda authorities that, following an assessment of a Planning Fea-
sibility Study to give effect to the Garda brief of requirements, the OPW is in the process of 
appointing a design team to progress the project.

Stardust Fire

02/05/2017WRE01600130. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
the assessment of evidence has begun by an independent person in respect of the recent Dáil 
Éireann motion on the Stardust tragedy of 1981; if there is a timeframe as to when this will 
conclude; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19518/17]

02/05/2017WRE01700159. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of the review of evidence in the case of the Stardust tragedy; when a report on the matter 
is expected; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19996/17]

02/05/2017WRE01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 130 and 159 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government agreed to appoint Judge McCartan to assess 
any new and updated evidence uncovered by the Stardust Relatives and Victims Committee 
in order to recommend whether a Commission of Investigation should be established into the 
Stardust Tragedy of 1981.  Judge McCartan was appointed on 7 March 2017 and officially com-
menced his new role on 27 March.  The assessment process will be conducted completely in-
dependently of Government, and it is hoped that Judge McCartan can conclude his assessment 
process within 90 days.  The scope of the assessment process is outlined in the Dáil Motion of 
26 January 2017. 

Judge McCartan will be assisted by a Junior Counsel.  He will have discretion to afford the 
Stardust Relatives and Victims Committee whatever representation he believes is necessary in 
order for the Committee to present its evidence to the assessment process.  

To facilitate the assessment process, office accommodation and meeting facilities have been 
obtained by the Department of Justice and Equality at the following address: Tom Johnson 
House (Beggars Bush), Haddington Road, Dublin 4.  An email address has been provided to 
Judge McCartan and forwarded to the Stardust Relatives and Victims Committee for the pur-
poses of facilitating contact between Judge McCartan and the Committee.  However, the Com-
mittee has decided not to engage with the Judge to date.
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In parallel with the assessment process, my Department has met and corresponded with the 
Committee and its advisors on a number of occasions in relation to historical monies that the 
Committee claims are owed to it.  The Committee believes that the Exchequer should be liable 
for payment of those monies and has declined to engage with the proposed Judge McCartan 
process until the historical fees issue is resolved to its satisfaction. 

Discussions to date have not led to a resolution on this issue; however, my Department  re-
mains open to continuing to correspond and meet with the Committee to try to resolve the issue.  
It is my Department’s intention that these discussions remain separate from the proposed Judge 
McCartan process.

Garda Deployment

02/05/2017WRE01900131. Deputy John Brassil asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if ad-
ditional Garda will be provided to the Killarney Garda area; if Barrduff Garda station will be 
provided with more Garda hours in order to be opened and operational on a regular basis; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19531/17]

02/05/2017WRE02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual re-
view in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use 
is made of these resources. 

I have been advised by the Commissioner that as of the 31 March 2017 there were 307 
Garda assigned to the Kerry Garda Division of which 105 were assigned to the Killarney Dis-
trict.  There were also 7 Garda Reserves and 7 civilians attached to the Killarney District.  When 
appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as 
the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation (NBCI), the Garda National Economic Crime 
Bureau (formerly the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation) and the Garda National Drugs and 
Organised Crime Bureau. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding has been provided for 
the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform 
plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Funding has also been provided for the recruitment of 300 
Garda Reserves.

I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening of the Garda College in September 
2014, that 981 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned 
to mainstream duties nationwide, 16 of which were assigned to the Kerry Division.  I am also 
informed that another 600 trainee Garda are scheduled to attest this year which will see Garda 
numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around the 13,500 mark by year 
end - an increase of 500 since the end of 2016. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
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to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across the organisation. 

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan.  This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will benefit all areas of Garda activity.

Prisoner Health

02/05/2017WRE02100132. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of women in each of the years 2011 to 2016 who, upon receiving a custodial sentence and 
going to prison, have had entered on their medical record that due to pregnancy they require 
antenatal care; if there is an existing recording system for such data; and if she will set out a 
proposed timetable to remedy this. [19533/17]

02/05/2017WRE02200133. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of pregnant women in prison nationally that required an escort from prison to the local ma-
ternity hospital in order to receive appropriate antenatal care in each of the years 2011 to 2016; 
and if no records are kept of these escorted antenatal visits, the reason for this lack of record 
keeping and her plans to address it. [19534/17]

02/05/2017WRE02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 132 and 133 together.

It is the policy of the Irish Prison Service that prisoners be provided with healthcare services 
which are equivalent to those made available to citizens in the general community, including 
maternity care services.  

The Irish Prison Service has advised that the delivery of healthcare services to all persons 
in custody is on an individual patient basis.  In that context, the Irish Prison Service healthcare 
teams record all relevant medical information in relation to individual patients on the Prisoner 
Healthcare Management System.

The Irish Prison Service has confirmed that it uses Prisoner Healthcare Management System 
to record all medical information in regard to the ante-natal care that is provided to women in 
custody.  

However, the Irish Prison Service has also confirmed that it does not record data in the for-
mat requested on the aggregate number of pregnant women requiring an escort from prison to 
the local maternity hospital in order to receive antenatal care owing to the requirement that it 
maintain the confidentiality of the medical records of the persons in its custody.

Court Accommodation Refurbishment

02/05/2017WRE02400134. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she will provide a commencement date for the refurbishments to Wicklow courthouse; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19537/17]

02/05/2017WRE02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
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Deputy will be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions. 

The Courts Public Private Partnership Bundle consists of seven projects in various loca-
tions nationwide - Cork, Drogheda, Letterkenny, Limerick, Mullingar, Waterford and Wexford, 
where new or refurbished courthouse accommodation will be provided in 2017. 

Following completion of this major programme of work, Wicklow will be one of 5 provin-
cial city/county town venues still requiring new or upgraded courthouse accommodation and 
collectively these city/county town venues will be the next priority for investment in courthouse 
facilities outside of the capital.  The Courts Service has advised that a site adjacent to Wicklow 
courthouse has been acquired with the objective of refurbishing and extending the existing 
building but there are no immediate plans to undertake this refurbishment work.

Court Accommodation Refurbishment

02/05/2017WRE02600135. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the rationale underpinning the allocation of funding to the refurbishment of courts under the 
action plan for rural development; the scoring system used; the results of this scoring system; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19538/17]

02/05/2017WRE02700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that their objective is to provide appropriate courthouse ac-
commodation at all provincial city and county town locations.  Many courthouses have been 
improved since the establishment of the Courts Service but in a number of locations work 
remains to be done.  In some cases this involves building a new courthouse, in other cases it 
involves refurbishing and extending the existing courthouse.  In all cases it is dependant both on 
the availability of funding and on the Courts Service’s ability to acquire a suitable site on which 
a new or extended courthouse can be built.  The site acquisition is often a lengthy and complex 
process as suitable sites are generally not readily available at the required location or at a price 
that provides value for money.

Action No. 102 of the Action Plan for Rural Development provides for the construction 
or redevelopment of seven regional courthouses - with four new courthouses being built in 
Drogheda, Letterkenny, Limerick and Wexford and substantial refurbishment and extension of 
existing courthouses in Cork, Mullingar and Waterford.  Funding was made available for the 
Justice sector under the Government’s 2012 Capital Investment Programme.  The Deputy will 
recall that I announced the signing of the PPP contract for the seven courthouses in December 
2015.  The Courts Service has advised that the selection methodology used by the Courts Ser-
vice Building Committee was such that priority was given to provincial city and county town 
locations where investment in courthouse facilities was urgently required and where the Courts 
Service was in a position to commence work at short notice due to the availability of suitable 
sites.  The Courts Service has further advised that work is progressing well at the seven court-
house sites and all projects will be completed by the end of 2017.
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Crime Data

02/05/2017WRE02800136. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of thefts recorded in 2016; the number recorded per station; the number that were 
solved, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19562/17]

02/05/2017WRE02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Cen-
tral Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, is responsible for the compilation 
and publication of the official recorded crime statistics, and the CSO has established a dedicated 
unit for this purpose.  To be of assistance, I have asked the CSO to forward the available statis-
tics in relation to the matters referred to directly to the Deputy.    

Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

02/05/2017WRE03000137. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 133 of 7 March 2017, when details will be published and 
applications sought in respect of the provision of financial assistance for CCTV systems; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [19569/17]

02/05/2017WRE03100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am 
pleased to inform the Deputy that, on 13 April 2017, I launched the new grant aid scheme to 
assist community-based groups in the establishment of community-based CCTV systems in 
their local areas.  

Under the scheme, which will be administered by my Department, eligible community 
groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV sys-
tem, up to a maximum grant of €40,000. Upon approval of the grant, the applicant will receive 
an up-front payment of 50% of the grant with the balance to be paid when the system is fully 
operational.  There is no closing date for receipt of applications.

Full details of the grant aid package including guidelines, application forms, code of prac-
tice and other relevant documentation are all available to download from my Department’s 
website - /www.justice.ie.  

Direct Provision System

02/05/2017WRE03200138. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
Equality the names of the new companies that have taken on contracts for direct provision cen-
tres in the past 24 months; and the names of the companies which they have taken over these 
contracts from. [19584/17]

02/05/2017WRE03300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Since 1 May 2015,  one company, Sidetracks Ltd., T/A Great Western House has taken over the 
contract at that centre which was previously held by Shaun Hennelly who traded as a sole trader 
at that centre up to that  time.

The Deputy will be aware that in late 2016 following an EU wide competition organised by 
the Office of Government Procurement, two companies were awarded contracts for the man-
agement and operation of the State owned centres.  The companies in question were Aramark 
Ltd and Onsite Facilities Management Ltd.  The contract awarded to Aramark covered the cen-
tres in Athlone, Kinsale Road and Knockalisheen.  The contract awarded to Onsite Facilities 
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Management Ltd covered the centres in Killarney and Tralee.

Garda Vetting Applications

02/05/2017WRE03400139. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the reason for the delay in the Garda vetting process for a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19589/17]

02/05/2017WRE03500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Garda authorities that vetting applications for the person referred to by the Deputy 
were received by the Garda National Vetting Bureau on 2 November 2016 and 16 February 
2017.  On processing the applications the Vetting Bureau established that it was necessary to 
conduct further enquiries.  In any given vetting application additional enquiries may be neces-
sary for many reasons such as the verification of identity, updating of incomplete records and 
establishing outcomes of investigations or court processes.  In such cases the processing time 
for applications can be significantly longer than the general average and may depend on factors 
outside the control of the Garda authorities, notably the receipt of information from outside 
sources.  The vetting applications will be returned to the respective liaison persons in the regis-
tered organisations concerned upon completion.

Garda Operations

02/05/2017WRF00200140. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if DNA swabs for roadside drug testing which return negative are destroyed; if a record is kept 
of negative results; if the destruction of samples is supervised; if the destruction of samples will 
be transparent; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19609/17]

02/05/2017WRF00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a Garda report on the matter referred to in the Deputy’s question and will contact the 
Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report.

Departmental Meetings

02/05/2017WRF00400141. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of meetings her officials have had both internally and externally in relation to the financial 
management of Templemore Training College, in tabular form. [19634/17]

02/05/2017WRF00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I assume 
the Deputy is referring to meetings held in relation to the issues that are the subject of the In-
terim Audit Report on Financial Procedures in the Garda College in Templemore, which was 
published in March 2017.

It is important to say that the Garda Commissioner is the Accounting Officer for the Garda 
Vote and that expenditure in relation to the Garda College and the financial procedures operated 
at the College are primarily the responsibility of the Commissioner.

My Department met with Garda management in November 2015 to discuss issues that had 
come to its attention in relation to the College.  Following this meeting, a steering group was 
established, which met on three occasions between December 2015 and September 2016, when 
the draft interim audit report was finalised.  The Group has since been reconstituted to oversee 
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the implementation of the recommendations in the final Audit Report and has met on 7 occa-
sions since January 2017.

My Department has also attended two meetings with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and 
one with the Office of Public Works between November 2016 and April 2017.  

Departmental Correspondence

02/05/2017WRF00600142. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of correspondence from a person (details supplied); if the concerns raised have been 
dealt with; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19670/17]

02/05/2017WRF00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A reply to 
the correspondence referred to by the Deputy will issue to the person concerned shortly. 

Immigration Status

02/05/2017WRF00800143. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of a visa renewal for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [19672/17]

02/05/2017WRF00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person concerned was refused  an application for a residence card, under the provisions of the 
European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 2015.  I understand that INIS 
wrote to the person on 28 April, 2017 setting out the basis for the decision.

In line with the relevant legislation, where an applicant considers that the deciding officer 
has erred in fact or law in making the decision to refuse an application for a residence card, it is 
open to the person concerned to request a review of the decision.  Requests for review must be 
made in writing on the prescribed Form EU4 within 15 working days of receipt of the decision.  
Further information in relation to the review process, including the application form, is avail-
able on the INIS website www.inis.gov.ie.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.      

  Question No. 144 answered with Question No. 101.

Garda Reserve

02/05/2017WRF01200145. Deputy John Brassil asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will allow entry into the Garda Reserve to persons that had an exemption from languages in 
school; if this exemption will be allowed to stand and application to the Garda Reserve pro-
cessed without meeting the two language criteria as outlined as part of the qualifying require-
ments for applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19713/17]
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02/05/2017WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the recruitment and training of the Garda Reserve is a matter for the 
Garda Commissioner, and I as Minister have no direct role in the matter.

The Garda Reserve was established in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 to en-
hance the links between An Garda Síochána and  local communities and consists of voluntary 
unpaid members, drawn from the community, to support the work of An Garda Síochána.  The 
Reserve perform policing  duties as determined by the Garda Commissioner, while accompa-
nied by full time Gardaí.  Their role is to provide local patrols and participate in crime preven-
tion initiatives targeted at specific local problem areas.  Reserve members are also involved 
in policing major incidents and events, and in providing other operational support to full time 
Gardaí. In recent years the Garda Commissioner has conferred further powers on reserve mem-
bers under the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 and the Road Traffic Act 1961 and has 
also decided that they should carry out more duties including the serving of summonses, and 
the issuing of Fixed Charge Penalty Notices where offences are detected.

Admission to the Garda Reserve is governed by the Garda Síochána (Reserve Members) 
Regulations 2006.  These Regulations provide that all applicants for admission to the Reserve 
must have a proven proficiency in two languages; one of which must be Irish or English.

I am acutely aware of the need to recruit candidates with the appropriate qualifications to the 
Garda Reserve, and I am committed to ensuring that best practice is followed with regard to any 
such recruitment.  In this context there is an ongoing review of the Regulations for admission 
to the Reserve.  As part of this review consideration will be given to the requirement to have 
proficiency in two languages to be admitted to the Reserve.

Refugee Resettlement Programme

02/05/2017WRF01400146. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the spe-
cific outcomes and deliverables achieved by a charity (details supplied) since it was asked to 
co-ordinate public pledges of support under the Irish refugee protection programme; and the 
funding which has been provided to date to the charity for this purpose. [19779/17]

02/05/2017WRF01500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
In Autumn 2015, the Irish Red Cross, on foot of a Government decision, was tasked by the De-
partment of Justice and Equality with managing voluntary pledges of accommodation, goods 
and services from the Irish Public in the effort to house migrants under the Irish Refugee Protec-
tion Programme (IRPP).  A Register requesting public pledges went live on the Irish Red Cross 
website (www.redcross.ie) in late September 2015 to collate offers of housing from the public.

As the Deputy is aware, due to operational difficulties in Italy and Greece, the relocation 
programme was slow to commence all over the EU and significant numbers of asylum seekers 
did not begin to arrive in Ireland until late 2016.  Persons in the relocation programme must 
then have their application for asylum determined which takes around 12 weeks.  It has there-
fore only been in the last number of months that the numbers of refugees emerging from the 
relocation programme and available for settlement in communities around Ireland has reached 
significant numbers.  This number currently stands are 198 and is rapidly increasing.  Most of 
these refugees will receive accommodation in communities around Ireland through the long 
established resettlement model run in cooperation with the local authority and funded by my 
Department.  This model provides for a range of local supports including the appointment by 
the local authority of a resettlement worker/s.  However, other refugees will also be offered 
pledged accommodation and services through the Irish Red Cross with the intention of assisting 
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them to move more speedily out of Emergency Reception and Orientation Centres (EROCs) 
into local communities.

The first relocation group arrived in Ireland in January 2016.  Over the last 12 months the 
Department of Justice and Equality has been working closely with the Irish Red Cross and 
during this time the Irish Red Cross has been engaged in a programme of planning and coor-
dination, learning valuable lessons from previous resettlement projects, through engagement 
with institutions, community groups and Red Cross Movement Partners implementing similar 
projects in the EU. 

The Irish Red Cross as part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement has 
played an integral role providing a range of vital and lifesaving supports to millions of migrants 
along the migration trail from Syria, the Middle East and across Europe.  The emblem of the 
Red Cross is a familiar and trusted sign of humanity and impartiality to many migrants entering 
Ireland.  Almost without exception those who arrive in  Ireland under the relocation programme 
will have encountered members of the Red Cross/Red Crescent movement on their journey to 
Ireland.  The role of the Irish Red Cross in providing support at the point of entry in Ireland, 
supporting resettlement, family tracing, day to day supports at local levels is fundamental to 
the success of welcoming and creating a sustainable and stable living environment for those 
seeking refuge. 

The Irish Red Cross received just over 700 pledges of accommodation across 27 counties 
in Ireland.  Of this figure, the Irish Red Cross currently have 360 active shared accommodation 
offers, 120 active vacant stand-alone premises and 220 premises that are on hold, either not cur-
rently available or not meeting criteria.

The Irish Red Cross is researching formal processes to secure housing and are engaged in 
a rigorous housing assessments focusing on 120 vacant stand-alone pledges as part of Phase 
1.  Individual property inspections have assessed the suitability and appropriateness of these 
premises against a number of safety and situational criteria.  Once a property is approved as 
suitable for housing, the Irish Red Cross are facilitating regulatory agreements with property 
owners and fitting out the properties to a minimum required standard.

The Irish Red Cross has been working closely with the IRPP and those who have received 
refugee status to understand the specific needs and requirements of families and individuals.  
With this in mind, placing refugees in any accommodation must take into account a range of 
personal and social requirements to support connectedness with Irish societal systems for both 
refugees and local communities and to respect the wishes and cultural aspirations of refugees.  
One of the significant challengers in terms of programme design is ensuring that the level of 
support available to those placed in pledged accommodation is broadly similar to that which 
pertains under the standard resettlement model.  In addition, many offers of pledged accom-
modation are time limited which means that refugees will need to move from their pledged ac-
commodation at some point and be placed in alternative accommodation within the community.  
This will require careful management to ensure that the ongoing needs of the refugees are met.  
Currently there are a number of families and individuals who have gained refugee status and 
of this number the Irish Red Cross are currently placing over 30 clients in pledged accommo-
dation in May and have already placed three families in new homes.  The Irish Red Cross are 
continuing the wrapping around of social supports linking with official Ireland and encouraging 
participation and engagement with local communities. 

The Irish Red Cross has been working with the IRPP in the rigorous development of the 
‘migration programme’ which has multidimensional outputs by managing the following activi-
ties:
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-  Providing in-kind supports to Syrian families at the air side point of entry working along-
side the IRPP and the International Organisation for Migration.  To date, the Irish Red Cross has 
provided supports to over 382 people arriving on flights into Ireland.

-  Providing support to migrants to secure medium to long term accommodation in Ireland 
under the pledged system and/or private rental market.

-  Facilitating and connecting refugees with necessary social supports and services in Ireland 
and at community level. (Education, Health, Social Welfare, Employment, English Language 
Support).

-  Scaling up the Red Cross volunteer network at county level to support community inte-
gration activities; the Irish Red Cross is currently recruiting over 300 volunteers nationwide to 
support community level integration over the next 24 months and beyond.

-  Developing and carrying out training on cultural awareness issues and psycho-social sup-
ports. 

-  Contributing as a member of Irish Refugee Protection Programme Task force - a cross-
departmental and inter-agency Taskforce.

-  Supporting Family Reunification Travel Assistance and Restoring Family Links for 315 
cases in 2015 and 257 cases in 2016.

-  Scaling up activities in preparation including holding informative regional meetings with 
its members, pledgers and local NGOs.

-  IRC is also engaging in dialogue with local authorities and department of housing discuss-
ing the possibilities of utilising Housing Assistance Programme (HAP).

I also understand that the Irish Red Cross is developing a Customer Relationship Manage-
ment Service which supports the ability to collate all data on pledges and casework in a central 
location, protecting personal data.  The CRM system also supports accurate reporting enabling 
the service user, the Irish Red Cross and the IRPP to identify clear and concise outputs and 
indicators.

In 2015/2016 the Irish Red Cross received a total of €180,345 from my Department.  This 
year the amount made available will increase in order to scale up the placement of clients in 
pledged accommodation together with supporting services.  I anticipate that the amount made 
available for these purposes over the course of 2017 will be approximately €500,000.  The pur-
pose of the increased sum is to ensure the placement of larger numbers of refugees in pledged 
accommodation around the State in order to supplement the existing model of resettlement.  It 
is my intention that this model will be reviewed over the coming twelve months to see how the 
lessons learned can be applied more broadly, both operationally and in terms of future policy 
development.

Refugee Resettlement Programme

02/05/2017WRF01600147. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if, in view 
of the supports provided to programme refugees resettled here, any comparable model of sup-
port is offered to persons granted permission to remain here following relocation from Greece 
or Italy; and if so, the detail of those supports. [19780/17]

02/05/2017WRF01700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
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The Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established by Government Decision on 
10 September 2015 as a direct response to the humanitarian crisis that developed in Southern 
Europe as a consequence of mass migration from areas of conflict in the Middle East and Af-
rica.  Under this programme, the Government has pledged to accept a total of 4,000 persons into 
the State by the end of 2017; 2,622 through the EU relocation mechanism established by two 
EU Council Decisions in 2015 to assist Italy and Greece, and 1,040 (519 by the end of 2016 
and the remainder in 2017) under the UNHCR-led refugee resettlement programme currently 
focussed on resettling refugees from Lebanon. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) covers two distinct 
cohorts - relocation cases from Greece and Italy and resettlement cases from Lebanon - the 
Deputy’s question refers in particular to the former, those arriving from Greece and Italy as 
relocated asylum seekers. 

The comprehensive reply to Parliamentary Question No. 96 of 21 February 2017 sets out in 
detail the nature of the integration programmes available to refugees arriving under the resettle-
ment strand of the IRPP.  In relation to the relocation strand of the IRPP, I can inform the Deputy 
that the integration programmes available to the relocated asylum seekers arriving here will be 
broadly the same as those for programme refugees, but there may be some small differences 
arising from the different nature and initial entitlements of this cohort. 

As set out in the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 96 of 21 February 2017, work in rela-
tion to the arrival of UNHCR programme refugees begins about 9 months in advance of reset-
tlement.  With the relocation cohort this period of advance planning is not available because of 
the circumstances of the relocation group and the process set out in the relocation instruments.  
Instead the IRPP has about 3 months to plan for the arrival of relocated asylum seekers.  When 
this cohort arrive they do not, as asylum seekers, possess the same rights and entitlements as 
refugees.  

Nonetheless, the IRPP endeavours to the greatest extent possible to treat families and indi-
viduals arriving under the relocation programme in a broadly equivalent manner so as to com-
mence the integration process in the quickest possible time scale.  The IRPP does this as the 
likelihood of persons in this cohort achieving a grant of international protection is very high 
because (a) the selection process embedded in the relocation instruments is predicated on the 
fact that eligible nationalities must, across the EU, have a 75% or higher chance of obtaining 
status and (b) the overwhelming majority of persons being relocated to Ireland are fleeing the 
war in Syria. 

In advance of their arrival in Ireland, relocated asylum seekers will have been interviewed 
while in Greece or Italy by an IRPP team to assess their needs and vulnerabilities prior to arrival 
in Ireland and to initially orient them to Irish life and society.

Following their arrival in Ireland, and during their initial period of reception, relocated 
asylum seekers will be accommodated in an Emergency Reception and Orientation Centre 
(EROC).  As the name suggests, an EROC is largely about reception and orientation for those 
who are to be subsequently settled around the country.  In the EROC they will receive broadly 
the same integration services as available to programme refugees with due account being taken 
of the fact that certain things may not be able to happen until individuals receive a decision 
on their application for a grant of international protection.  This decision is usually forthcom-
ing within twelve weeks.  IRPP staff meet individuals and families at regular intervals to help 
assess their ongoing needs and requirements. The client group also receive an orientation and 
language training programme while in the EROC.  A Friends of the Centre group has been es-
tablished in Ballaghaderreen, the newest EROC to be opened and, working with the Irish Red 
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Cross, the IRPP is liaising with volunteers to provide additional supports to facilitate residents 
as they start the long process of integrating into Irish society.  

Some of the key features of supports provided to relocated asylum seekers include:

-  IRPP staff and interpreters meet families and individuals upon arrival at Dublin Airport 
and accompany them to their Emergency Reception and Orientation Centre where they are ac-
commodated for approximately six months.  

-  During the days post arrival the asylum seekers are registered with the Department of 
Social Protection for a public services card and receive an exceptional needs payment (ENP).   -  
IRPP officials provide assistance to ensure that families and individuals receive a medical card.

-  IRPP liaise with the local Education and Training Board in each catchment area to ensure 
that groups receive a Language Training and Cultural Orientation programme.

-  Local Service Providers, volunteers and NGOs visit the Emergency Reception and Ori-
entation Centres to provide services, to provide information and to support and befriend the 
refugees.

-  A GP is assigned to the relocated asylum seekers to ensure that their immediate medical 
needs are met including referral to dental and optical services. 

-  Childcare is  provided free of charge to allow the adults to attend the Language and Ori-
entation programme in their EROC.

-  Education provision is made for school age children by the Department of Education and 
Skills.

-  Emergency medical matters are followed up while resident in the EROCs.

-  Once the asylum seekers receive refugee status and when housing is available, the refu-
gees will be resettled in the community with the support of the IRPP and volunteers in the local 
community.  Each family will be assigned a resettlement worker to assist with the transition. 

In terms of settlement in the community, the overall model to be used will be identical to the 
model used for programme refugees as will be the suite of integration supports.  

In relation to integration, the Deputy may also be aware that the Migrant Integration Strat-
egy, which was published on 7 February 2017, offers a blueprint for the Government’s action 
to promote migrant integration for the period to 2020.  It sees integration as a two-way process 
which involves action by migrants and non-migrants alike.  It promotes action by Government, 
business, employers, migrants, NGOs and local communities.  The Strategy requires all Depart-
ments to insert integration as a theme in strategy statements, business plans and staff training.  
It is using networks as a means of encouraging greater participation by migrants in all aspects 
of Irish life.  It includes targeted initiatives to promote migrant entrepreneurship, to encourage 
migrants into the Civil Service and onto State boards and to improve English language provi-
sion in education and training.  It is accompanied by a Communities Integration Fund which 
I launched on 7 February, which will provide funding for community initiatives to promote 
integration.

The IRPP integration model for relocated asylum seekers will work with existing best prac-
tice in this areas as pioneered by the OPMI but is also willing to work organically with com-
munity bodies, NGOs and civil society to see what else can be added to the integration model 
in order to help refugees successfully integrate into Irish society and rebuild their lives.  It is my 
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firm intention that the model of integration and support is one which will evolve and develop 
over the coming twelve months.

Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

02/05/2017WRF01800148. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the status of the payments due by religious orders to the various redress schemes; the steps 
taken to recoup moneys owed; when she expects outstanding payments to be completed; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19781/17]

02/05/2017WRF01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I presume 
that the Deputy is specifically referring to the Magdalen Restorative Justice Ex-gratia Scheme 
which is administered in my Department and the Residential Institutions Redress Scheme which 
is administered in the Department of Education and Skills.

In relation to the Magdalen Restorative Justice Ex-gratia Scheme, the position is that my 
predecessor as Minister for Justice and Equality, Alan Shatter, met with the four religious con-
gregations involved in June 2013.  They were asked to make a contribution to the cost of imple-
menting the Magdalen Laundries Restorative Justice Ex-Gratia Scheme.  Following reflection 
on the matter, all four congregations declined to make a financial contribution towards the 
implementation of the scheme.  

The matter was discussed again by the Government on 16 July 2013 and following that 
meeting the then Minister wrote to all four congregations expressing his disappointment that 
they had decided not to make a financial contribution, pointing out that the Government was of 
the view that the congregations had a moral obligation to do so and urging them to reconsider.  
The congregations responded to that second request reaffirming their previous position. Further 
letters issued to the religious congregations in January 2014 and they again reaffirmed their 
position that they would not be making a financial contribution to the Scheme.  

All four religious congregations are cooperating fully with the scheme with regard to pro-
viding the appropriate records available to applicants.  My officials in the Restorative Justice 
Implementation Unit liaise with the religious congregations on a regular basis with regard to 
verifying records.To date awards totalling over €25 million have been paid to 672 applicants 
under this Redress Scheme

In relation to the Residential Institutions Redress Scheme I am advised by the Minister for 
Education & Skills, who has ministerial responsibility in this area, that the 2002 Indemnity 
Agreement between the Government and religious congregations provided for a collective con-
tribution of €128 million from the 18 participating congregations in cash, counselling services 
and property with the cash element going towards the funding of the Redress Scheme.  The 
Minister for Education and Skills also advises that the combined value of all contributions 
received to date under the Agreement stands at €117.8 million which represents 92% of the 
amount provided for in the Agreement.  The Minister understands that all cash and counselling 
provided for in the Agreement has been received and that a small number of property transfers 
remain to be completed. 

For the sake of completeness, the Minister for Education and Skills points out that in re-
sponse to the call for further substantial contributions towards the costs of residential insti-
tutional redress made in the aftermath of the publication of the report of the Commission to 
Inquire into Child Abuse (the Ryan Report), many of the congregations that were party to the 
2002 Indemnity Agreement made additional voluntary offers of cash and property.  The cash 
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proceeds of these offers do not fund a redress scheme as such but I am advised by the Minister 
for Education and Skills that the cash proceeds are being made available to Caranua (the Resi-
dential Institutions Statutory Fund) and that to date some €97 million in cash and associated 
interest has been contributed.

Refugee Data

02/05/2017WRF02000149. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of the 4,000 persons committed to under the Irish refugee protection programme that 
have arrived here to date; the number of such persons that have since successfully moved out 
of State accommodation; and the way in which the State plans to meet its commitments before 
the deadline expires. [19783/17]

02/05/2017WRF02100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established 
by Government Decision on 10 September 2015 as a direct response to the humanitarian crisis 
that developed in Southern Europe as a consequence of mass migration from areas of conflict 
in the Middle East and Africa.  Under this programme, the Government has pledged to accept a 
total of 4,000 persons into the State.  A breakdown of how this 4,000 will be taken in across the 
various mechanisms through which the programme is being delivered can be found in Table 1.

Table 1: Table of Total Numbers under Government Decision on the IRPP

Relocation Strand  Numbers
Council Decision 2015/1523 600
Council Decision 2015/1601 2,022* 
Total Relocation 2,622

Resettlement Strand
Government Decision 09/06/15 520
Government Decision 06/07/16 260
Government Decision 29/11/16 260
Total Resettlement 1,040

Total Unaccompanied Minors Calais (Gov-
ernment Decision 10/11/16)

200 (up to)

Mechanism as yet undecided 138

Grand Total 4000
*Of the total of 2,022 under Council Decision 2015/1601 910 have yet to be assigned to 

either Italy or Greece by the EU Commission.     

Arrivals to date 

As of the end April 2017, the numbers of persons that have arrived under both the pro-
gramme refugee resettlement strand and the relocated asylum seeker strands of the programme 
are set out in Tables 2 and 3, respectively:

Table 2: Resettlement Programme Refugees
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Total People Adults Minors Age 0-4 Age 5-12 Age 13-17
732 345 387 109 214 64
Table 3: Relocated Asylum Seekers

Total People Adults Minors Age 0-4 Age 5-12 Age 13-17
459 274 185 70 82 33
Further numbers will of course arrive under the relocation programme over the coming 

months.  Full details on the two primary strands of the programme are set out below for the 
information of the Deputy.

Of the 1,191 people who have arrived thus far under the IRPP, a total of 536 persons are 
now living in the community in various locations nationwide.  It is expected that in the region 
of another 100 people will be housed within the community by the end of June 2017.  IRPP 
officials are working closely with local authorities across the State and the Irish Red Cross to 
secure appropriate accommodation for those currently in emergency accommodation and all 
future arrivals.  

Resettlement strand of the programme

Taking account of the situation in the Middle East, and the plight of the refugees, the Tánaiste 
announced that Ireland would accept 520 persons for resettlement over an 18-month period to 
the end of 2017.  This was almost double the figure proposed for Ireland by the European Com-
mission and was delivered a year ahead of the Commission deadline.

In addition, the Government announced last year that it was extending the resettlement pro-
gramme to take in a further 520 refugees from Lebanon in 2017, most of whom are of Syrian 
origin.  215 of these have already arrived following a selection mission last October and a fur-
ther mission to Beirut in late March/early April this year selected sufficient numbers to ensure 
the total of 1,040 is reached by the end of the 2017.   

Relocation strand of the programme

Despite initial delays outside of Ireland’s control in respect of the operation of the ‘hotspots’ 
on the ground in Greece, Ireland has to-date taken in a total of 459 people from Greece under 
relocation.  A monthly schedule has been agreed with the Greek authorities which will sustain 
the pace of intakes throughout 2017 at the levels required to allow Ireland to meets its initial 
commitments to Greece within the time frame envisaged by the Programme. 

Ireland has agreed to take up to 20 unaccompanied minors (UAMs) under the IRPP.  Funda-
mentally, Ireland’s capacity to take UAMs is determined by Tusla, the child and family agency. 
6 UAMs (by the Irish definition) have arrived in Ireland from Greece under the programme. 
However, relatively few UAMs appear to be available within the cohort eligible for relocation 
and efforts continue to seek further transfers within this cohort.  All UAMs that have arrived 
to-date are in the care of Tusla. 

As regards Italy, the relocation mechanism from Italy has yet to commence for many coun-
tries, including Ireland, due to issues with the Italian authorities surrounding the security as-
sessment of migrants assigned to other Member States.  Intensive efforts are ongoing to resolve 
this, both bilaterally with Italian counterparts at official, diplomatic and Ministerial level, and at 
EU level, including through the European Commission.  The total target for relocation EU-wide 
in the two Council Decisions for relocation also includes an unallocated portion which in the 
case of Ireland amounts to  910 persons.  These numbers have not yet been allocated as between 
Greece and Italy.  It is understood that the European Commission are examining allocating this 
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“unassigned” portion and if they do Ireland will immediately work towards relocating them. 

Calais Minors

In a further gesture of humanitarian assistance towards the most vulnerable caught up in the 
migration crisis and following a debate in the Dáil, the Government also committed to taking 
up to 200 unaccompanied minors (UAMs) from France who were previously resident in the mi-
grant camp at Calais.  21 UAMs have thus far arrived in Ireland under this initiative and are in 
the care of Tusla.  These initiatives therefore leave just a small residual balance to be allocated 
from the Government decision to take 4,000 persons.       

Closed-Circuit Television Systems

02/05/2017WRF02200150. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
body which is administering the community based CCTV grant aid scheme; when the scheme 
will be open; the bodies which can apply; the closing date; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [19804/17]

02/05/2017WRF02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am 
pleased to inform the Deputy that, on 13 April 2017, I launched the new grant aid scheme to 
assist community-based groups in the establishment of community-based CCTV systems in 
their local areas.  

Under the scheme, which will be administered by my Department, eligible community 
groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV sys-
tem, up to a maximum grant of €40,000.  Upon approval of the grant, the applicant will receive 
an up-front payment of 50% of the grant with the balance to be paid when the system is fully 
operational.  There is no closing date for receipt of applications.

Full details of the grant aid package including guidelines, application forms, code of prac-
tice and other relevant documentation are all available to download from my Department’s 
website - www.justice.ie.

Child Abduction

02/05/2017WRF02400151. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
supports in place for families at risk of international child abduction; if she will review the sup-
ports in place and ensure that assistance is available to families at risk; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19826/17]

02/05/2017WRF02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The In-
ternational Child Abduction Unit is the Central Authority within my Department that provides 
assistance to parents and guardians of children who have been removed from the jurisdiction 
without their consent.  This unit is a transmitting and receiving agency for applications for the 
return of children to the jurisdiction under the 1980 Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of 
International Child Abduction and Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 
2003. Applications to establish and/or enforce court orders concerning access rights to children 
are also dealt with under the aforementioned international instruments.  The International Child 
Abduction Unit can only provide assistance when children have been taken to EU Member 
States or to countries that have are party to the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects 
of International Child Abduction.  Parents and guardians who have any concerns regarding the 



Questions - Written Answers

194

legality of parental separation should seek legal advice without delay.  In 2015, a cross-Depart-
ment/Agency group was established to discuss a number of issues relating to child abduction 
generally, including raising awareness in relation to child abduction.  It is intended to organise a 
further meeting of this group before July.  Arising from the work of this group, I expect to be in 
a position to publish a cross-agency information leaflet very shortly, which deals, among other 
aspects, with what should be done when parents or guardians have concerns about potential 
child abduction.  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade provide assistance when chil-
dren are removed to a country that is not party to the 1980 Hague Convention.  Where parents 
or guardians have concerns about potential abduction, they should alert their local Garda station 
and through them inform Irish airports, ports and Interpol.  An Garda Síochána are the relevant 
authority to report child abductions to Interpol.  Parents are advised to seek legal advice in 
Ireland on their options.  They or their solicitor may also contact the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade’s Passport Office to request the children be added to the passport stop-list or 
request to be informed if the other parent applies for passports for the children.  In cases where 
the children may qualify for another state’s passport, they may contact that state’s Embassy 
and request that passports not be issued.  Parents may also apply to the Court requesting that it 
direct who should hold the passports, e.g. the concerned parent him- or herself, the Gardaí, the 
courts etc.   Parents concerned about cross-border child abduction by strangers should take all 
normal precautions such as familiarising themselves with the AMBER alert system, keeping 
medical and photographic records up to date and making online safety a priority.  As the Deputy 
is aware, responsibility for effectiveness and responsiveness in child welfare and protection 
systems generally, in the context of the services that the Department provides, lies with my col-
league the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.

Direct Provision Data

02/05/2017WRF02600152. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons currently living in each direct provision centre, in tabular form; the number 
of persons that have been granted leave to remain but are still residing in each direct provision 
centre; the process for housing former residents of direct provision once their applications are 
approved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19835/17]

02/05/2017WRF02700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The statistics sought by the Deputy are provided in the table.

The figures indicate that just over 9% of the total population of accommodation centres has 
some type of leave to remain but are still accommodated in the centres.  A more detailed analy-
sis shows that this is a more acute problem in the Dublin area with over 36% of all occupants 
with some form of permission to stay and even more critical in self catering centres with over 
44% of all residents in that category remaining the accommodation.  The figures in the Dublin 
area reflect the general issues with housing that are being experienced in the capital.  

Notwithstanding this fact, the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA), which administers 
the system of accommodation for protection applicants, has always continued to provide such 
persons with continued accommodation until they secure their own private accommodation.  
RIA is particularly mindful of the reality of the housing situation in the State and the pressures 
on the Community Welfare Service in respect of Rent Supplement or the City and County 
Councils in respect of Housing Assistance Payments and Housing Lists.  That said, the provi-
sion of housing for persons coming out of the protection process has been incorporated in the 
recently published Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.

Following on from the McMahon report, my Department developed a guide to independent 
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living for persons with status to provide practical assistance for them.  The guide is available 
in all centres and has been published on the RIA website (www.ria.gov.ie) in a number of dif-
ferent languages.  This was published in parallel with information sessions coordinated by the 
Citizens Information Bureau in accommodation centres which gave an opportunity for such 
persons to seek assistance and clarification on the services provided.  The Reception and Inte-
gration Agency (RIA), its centre managers, the Community Welfare Service (by way of provi-
sion of Rent Allowance), Citizens Information and those City and County Councils operating 
the Housing Assistance Payments link with such persons in accessing the appropriate supports 
and services, including in respect of sourcing and securing private accommodation.

Some families in centres who have sourced their own accommodation in the community 
may defer their move until breaks in the school year to minimise disruption to their children’s 
education.  As the annual major school break approaches, it is anticipated that a number of 
families will move during that period. 

Following a recent call for proposals under the Asylum Migration and Integration Fund, a 
number of charities and NGOs have been successful in applying for funding for projects with 
the specific aim of providing assistance to those transiting from state provided accommodation 
to permanent homes in the community.  While this work has only just begun I am confident that 
it will prove of great assistance and benefit to all concerned.  

County Centre Address Occupancy Number with 
Status

Clare Knockalisheen Meelick 235 5
Cork Ashbourne Hse Glounthaune 90 0

Kinsale Road Cork City 234 17
Glenvera Wellington 

Road
98 7

Millstreet Millstreet 169 5
Clonakilty 
Lodge

Clonakilty, Co. 
Cork

90 3

Dublin The Towers The Ninth Lock, 
Clondalkin, 
D.22

209 110

Georgian Court 77-79 Lower 
Gardiner St. 
Dublin 1

65 12

Hatch Hall 28 Lower Hatch 
Street, Dublin 2

130 25

Galway Eglinton The Proms, 
Salthill

170 22

Great Western 
House

Eyre Square 142 13

Kerry Atlas House 
(Killarney)

Killarney 71 0

Atlas House 
(Tralee)

Tralee 95 5

Johnston Marina Tralee 79 2
Park Lodge Killarney 39 2

Kildare Eyrepowell Newbridge 78 7
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County Centre Address Occupancy Number with 
Status

Laois Montague Emo, Portlaoise 190 14
Limerick Hanratty’s Glentworth 

Street, Limerick
112 2

Mount 
Trenchard

Foynes, Co. 
Limerick

78 0

Longford Richmond Court Richmond 
Street, Longford

73 1

Mayo The Old Con-
vent

Ballyhaunis 198 1

Meath Mosney Mosney 732 62
Monaghan St. Patricks Monaghan 157 13
Sligo Globe House Chapel Hill 177 13
Waterford Atlantic House Tramore, Co. 

Waterford
71 4

Ocean View Tramore, Co. 
Waterford

65 1

Birchwood Ballytruckle 
Road

118 3

Viking House Coffee House 
Lane

69 4

Westmeath Athlone Athlone 186 4
Total 4220 357

Dublin Watergate 
House

11-14 Usher’s 
Quay, Dublin 8

58 32

Louth Carroll Village Dundalk 59 20
Total - Self Ca-
tering

117 52

Dublin Balseskin St. Margarets, 
Finglas, Dublin 
11

205 6

Total - Recep-
tion Centre

205 6

Grand total 4542 415

Criminal Law

02/05/2017WRF02800153. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans to amend the law in relation to the defence of provocation in line with the Law Reform 
Commission’s recommendations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19836/17]

02/05/2017WRF02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In Irish 
law, provocation is a partial defence applicable only to murder.  When raised successfully, it 
operates to reduce murder to the lesser charge of manslaughter.  The basis for this is that the 
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accused lost self-control in response to provocation.  The test for the defence of provocation, 
set out by the Court of Criminal Appeal in the case of The People (DPP) v. MacEoin, is a pre-
dominantly subjective test.

The Law Reform Commission considered the defence of provocation in its 2009 Report on 
Defences in Criminal Law.  The Commission recommended that provocation should be retained 
as a partial defence to murder.  However, the Commission also concluded that the defence of 
provocation should be modified and reformed.  In particular, the Commission recommended a 
withdrawal from a purely subjective test and the introduction of a defence remodelled on objec-
tive lines.

The recommendations of the Law Reform Commission regarding the defence of provoca-
tion are under consideration within my Department.

Criminal Law

02/05/2017WRF03000154. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
steps she is taking to address hate crime; her plans to introduce legislation on this matter; if the 
significant discrepancy between the number of incidents recorded by the European Network 
Against Racism and in the Garda PULSE system has been brought to her attention; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19837/17]

02/05/2017WRF03100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There 
are mechanisms in place to deal with hate motivated crime.  Where a criminal offence such as 
assault, criminal damage or a public order offence is committed against a person based on their 
race, religion, colour, ethnicity or some other ground, the offence is prosecuted through the 
wider criminal law.  It is also accepted that such an offence is more serious on account of the 
hate or prejudice motivating the crime and Irish courts do consider evidence of a crime being 
motivated by hate or prejudice as an aggravating factor at sentencing.  

With respect to legislation establishing hate crime as a specific and punishable crime, it is 
important that any legislation which is introduced will allow for effective prosecution of these 
type of offences.  

In the area of policing, the Garda Racial Intercultural and Diversity Office (GRIDO) has 
responsibility for coordinating, monitoring and advising on all aspects of policing Ireland’s 
diverse communities.  GRIDO monitors the reporting and recording of hate and racist crime 
on a continual basis.  Garda Ethnic Liaison Officers (ELOs) are appointed to work with minor-
ity communities at local level throughout the country.  These officers combined with GRIDO 
play a fundamental role in liaising with minority groups and work in partnership to encourage 
tolerance, respect and understanding within communities in the pursuit of preventing the com-
mission of hate and racist crime.  GRIDO and ELOs provide advice and assistance to victims 
of hate or racist crime where required or deemed necessary. 

With regard to the recording of crime incidents on PULSE, it should be noted that PULSE 
is a system which records crime data.  By contrast, I understand that the reports published by 
ENAR include not only reports of criminal acts, but also a range of other matters including in-
cidents of verbal abuse and discrimination.  While these incidents may have a racist motivation 
they will not all amount to criminal offences.  Therefore the data published by ENAR and the 
crime data recorded on PULSE are not directly comparable. 

The Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration, an Office of my Department, is the 
focal point for the Government’s commitment on anti-racism as a key aspect of integration, 
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diversity management and broader national social policy.  A new Migrant Integration Strategy 
was published on 7 February, 2017.  The Integration Strategy includes a number of actions to 
promote intercultural awareness and to combat racism and xenophobia.  It includes an action 
to review the current legislation on racially motivated crime with a view to strengthening the 
law on hate crime.  An open Call for Proposals was held under the EU Asylum, Migration and 
Integration Fund in September to November 2016.  Actions that combat racism are identified as 
a priority in Ireland’s National Programme under the Fund.  Some of the projects selected are 
focusing on actions to combat racism.  A call for applications for national funding to promote 
integration has also been held.  Activities to combat racism and xenophobia will also be funded 
through this mechanism.    

Garda Station Closures

02/05/2017WRF03200155. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 43 of 2 March 2017, if she will provide a further update 
on the status of a pilot scheme for the reopening of Garda stations; if the six stations for reopen-
ing on a pilot basis in line with the commitment in the programme for a partnership Govern-
ment have been identified to date or if a draft list has been circulated to stakeholders; the dates 
on which the identified stations will reopen; if the wider review being overseen by the Policing 
Authority has concluded; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19899/17]

02/05/2017WRF03300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the effective and 
efficient use of the resources available to her, including in relation to Garda stations.  

The Programme for Government commits the Government to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engage-
ment, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime.  A cornerstone of this commitment 
is the Government plan to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 
comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  Revisiting 
the decisions made to close Garda stations is also part of that commitment. 

As outlined previously to the Deputy in parliamentary question number 43 of 2 March 2017, 
I have requested the Garda Commissioner, while fully cognisant of her statutory functions, to 
identify 6 stations for reopening on a pilot basis to determine possible positive impacts that such 
openings will have on criminal activity, with special emphasis on burglaries, theft and public 
order. 

I understand that work is continuing in An Garda Síochána to identify the 6 stations for 
inclusion in the pilot and that consultations have taken place with relevant stakeholders, in-
cluding the Policing Authority.  In this context, I am sure that the Deputy would agree that a 
comprehensive and evidenced-based analysis should be carried out, taking account of all the 
relevant factors, before a final decision is made in respect of the stations to be reopened by the 
Commissioner.  I expect to receive a report from the Commissioner by the end of May in con-
nection with the exercise.        

This  pilot will feed into the wider review being undertaken by the Garda Síochána Inspec-
torate, at the request of the Policing Authority, of the dispersal and use of resources available to 
An Garda Síochána in the delivery of policing services to local communities.  I understand that 
the Authority has informed the Inspectorate that the review should take account of:

-  the changing environments in rural, developing urban and suburban areas;



2 May 2017

199

-  the views of local communities;

-  the allocation to and deployment of Garda resources at the local policing level, including 
the use of the Garda Reserve, Garda facilities and Garda equipment; and

-  relevant recommendations made in previous Inspectorate reports.

I am advised that the review should be completed within the first half of 2018 and I look 
forward to receiving the report from the Authority in due course.    

Prison Building Programme

02/05/2017WRF03400156. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 75 and 76 of 30 March 2017, when the working 
group on the future of Thornton Hall will report; if major health, educational or other social 
infrastructure facilities in Fingal and north Dublin are being considered as future functions for 
Thornton Hall; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19903/17]

02/05/2017WRF03500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I men-
tioned in my reply to Parliamentary Questions 75 and 76 of 30 March 2017, a Working Group 
was established by the Secretary General of the Department of Justice and Equality in January 
2015, to examine options for the future use of the Thornton Hall site.  This group, comprising 
of officials from the Department of Justice and Equality, the Office of Public Works and the 
Irish Prison Service, was asked to review potential options for the lands and house at Thornton 
and make recommendations on how best to maximise the value to the State.  I am awaiting the 
Working Group’s Report and in advance of that I am not in a position to indicate possible future 
uses of the facility.

Immigration Status

02/05/2017WRF03600157. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of an application for naturalisation by a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19974/17]

02/05/2017WRF03700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the 
Deputy to my answer to his Parliamentary Question No. 70 of 2 February 2017.  The position 
remains as stated. I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of 
my Department that the processing of the application for a certificate of naturalisation from the 
person referred to by the Deputy is under consideration and has not yet reached a conclusion.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
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cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.   

Garda Training

02/05/2017WRF03800158. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the per-
centage of Garda that have received counterterrorism training; the reason counterterrorism 
training is not required for first responders; the actions that have been taken since the attack on 
Stockholm to better prepare for the possibility of a terror attack; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19982/17]

02/05/2017WRF03900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As an 
open and democratic society in the European Union, Ireland cannot consider itself immune 
from the current international terrorist threat.  The assessment of the threat is that while an 
attack on Ireland is possible, it is not considered likely.  Nor is there at present any specific 
information that an attack on Ireland is planned.  The level of threat from this source is kept 
under constant review by An Garda Síochána, particularly in the light of ongoing developments 
and the current international situation.  The Deputy will understand, of course, that the detail 
of such security measures should not be disclosed publicly.  What I can say is that the Garda 
Authorities will continue to take all necessary security measures proportionate to the level of 
terrorist threat and all the relevant agencies here co-operate closely in respect of any threats 
identified.  An Garda Síochána has developed considerable operational capacities in counter-
ing terrorism and in responding to critical incidents.  There is, in particular, a highly-trained 
and well-equipped special intervention capability in the Emergency Response Unit that is sup-
ported by the regional Armed Support Units and the range of other resources across the Garda 
organisation.  In addition, the considerable skills and resources of the Defence Forces are also 
available in support where needed.

There is a number of persons here whose activities in support of extremism give rise to con-
cern and they will continue to be monitored closely by the Garda Authorities and all appropriate 
measures will be taken in this regard. 

The Garda Authorities will continue to work closely with their EU and other international 
security and intelligence counterparts in responding to the shared threat of international ter-
rorism.  The gathering and sharing of relevant information is an important aspect of this inter-
national co-operation.  The Government is committed to providing An Garda Síochána with 
the necessary resources to enhance their connectivity to a range of EU and other international 
resources and significant work is ongoing in this regard.  This includes connecting to the Schen-
gen Information System and, indeed, to other EU and Interpol information-sharing resources 
relevant to countering the terrorist threat.

A series of measures is currently being rolled at EU-level out to build on the current EU 
framework for information-sharing, combating terrorism and controlling illegal firearms, and 
Ireland is fully engaged in pursuing these developments.

I should emphasise for the Deputy that the main security threat in the State is from republi-
can paramilitary groups who reject the Good Friday Agreement and they continue to be a prior-
ity counter-terrorism focus for An Garda Síochána.  The Garda Authorities will continue to tar-
get those involved and to work closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland in combatting 
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these groups.  The Gardaí and the PSNI deserve praise for their ongoing work in this regard.     

  Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 130.

02/05/2017WRG00300Land Issues

02/05/2017WRG00400160. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the legisla-
tion that protects the relationship between the sharers of boundaries and the overgrowth of trees 
along same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20009/17]

02/05/2017WRG00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The dif-
ficulties experienced by property owners arising from trees and high hedges on neighbouring 
land were raised in both the Dáil and Seanad during passage of the Land and Conveyancing 
Law Reform Act 2009.  At that time, my Department consulted on the matter with the Law 
Reform Commission, which had been involved in drafting the 2009 Act, and the Commission 
took the view that unreasonable interference caused by high trees or hedges was a matter in any 
particular case for tort law or more generally for planning or environmental law.

In England and Wales, for example, difficulties arising in connection with high trees or 
hedges are dealt with under Part 8 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003.  This Act makes 
provision for local authorities to determine complaints by the owners or occupiers of domestic 
property who are adversely affected by evergreen hedges over 2 metres high.  Broadly similar 
legislation, i.e. the High Hedges Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, came into operation in Northern 
Ireland on 31 March 2012.  Under our existing law, a person may be in a position to seek dam-
ages or an injunction requiring the cutting of boundary hedges or trees under the tort of nui-
sance.  In order for the nuisance to be actionable, the person concerned would have to show that 
an easement existed and that there had been a substantial interference with that right.

The manner in which problems associated with high hedges and overhanging trees are re-
solved in both England and Wales and Northern Ireland indicates a clear preference for the 
resolution of such disputes at local level, preferably by mediation, with recourse to the courts 
only as a last resort.  This is intended to reduce the risk of prolonged and costly litigation, and 
the risk that court proceedings could leave a legacy of bitterness between adjoining property 
owners and ill-feeling in the local community.

The Mediation Bill 2017, which is currently before the Oireachtas, does not deal directly 
with the issue of overhanging trees and high hedges.  It does, however, propose introduction 
of an obligation on solicitors and barristers to advise any person wishing to commence legal 
proceedings to consider mediation as a means of resolving a dispute before embarking on such 
proceedings.  It will also provide that a court may, following the commencement of proceed-
ings, on its own initiative invite parties to consider mediation and suspend the proceedings to 
facilitate the mediation process.

For the sake of completeness I should add that, under section 70 of the Roads Act 1993, an 
owner or occupier of land is required to take all reasonable steps to ensure that trees, shrubs and 
hedges on land are not a hazard or potential hazard for a person using a public road.  The section 
also provides that where a tree, shrub or hedge is a hazard, or obstructs the safe use of a public 
road, a road authority may serve notice on the owner or occupier of the land requiring that ac-
tion such as the felling, cutting or removal of the tree, hedge or shrub be taken within a stated 
period.  In addition, section 58 of the Communications Regulation Act 2002 provides that a net-
work operator may, after serving notice on the owner or occupier of the land, lop or cut any tree 
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or shrub which obstructs or interferes with any physical infrastructure of the network operator.

  Question No. 161 answered with Question No. 120.

02/05/2017WRG00700Court Accommodation Provision

02/05/2017WRG00800162. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of a new courthouse in Tralee, County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20121/17]

02/05/2017WRG00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that their objective is to provide improved court accommo-
dation in Tralee which has been on its agenda for some time.  The scope for refurbishing and 
developing the existing courthouse on Ashe Street to provide the range of services expected in a 
modern courthouse is extremely limited due to the nature of the building and space constraints.  
Accordingly, the Courts Service is currently considering a number of options for Tralee Court-
house including whether it should build a completely new courthouse on a new site or whether 
it is feasible to consider refurbishment and extension of the existing courthouse if an adjacent 
town centre site could be purchased.

02/05/2017WRG01000Garda Civilian Staff Recruitment

02/05/2017WRG01100163. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality when 
a competition will take place for the appointment of three civilian managers for An Garda Sío-
chána which has been promised in recent statements; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20144/17]

02/05/2017WRG01200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Gov-
ernment has agreed an overall vision for a Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 com-
prising of 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Garda Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  This 
very substantial investment in personnel is driven by our commitment to ensure all citizens 
have the reassurance of a visible, responsive and effective policing service.

At present, there are approximately 2,000 civilians in the organisation carrying out man-
agement, administrative and technical roles.  The projected number of 4,000 civilians will ef-
fectively double this figure and represents a medium-term target of 20% civilians over the next 
five years.  That will bring An Garda Síochána, currently with 14% civilians, more into line 
with international norms and ensure that trained police men and women are available for and 
utilised in operational areas.  This will be achieved through (i) a ‘civilian by default’ policy to 
be adopted in relation to the filling of all new posts other than operational policing posts and for 
non-operational policing posts that become vacant and (ii) redeployment of Gardaí from admin-
istrative and technical duties that may be done by suitably qualified civilians where necessary.

Budget 2017 provided funding for the recruitment of up to 500 civilians this year in line 
with the five-year reform and high level work force plan agreed by the Government in July 
2016 to fill critical capacity and skills gaps in the organisation including in the areas of corpo-
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rate supports, change management, human resources and financial management.  Garda man-
agement have estimated that some 30% of the civilian appointments made this year will lead to 
redeployments of trained Gardaí to the frontline.

The three key civilian positions referred to by the Deputy are Executive Director Strategy 
and Transformation, Executive Director Legal and Compliance and Chief Information Officer.  
These positions, which are at a level equivalent to Assistant Commissioner, will strengthen 
the capacity of senior management within An Garda Síochána and play an important role in 
the governance and modernisation of the organisation over the coming years.  I can inform the 
Deputy that a competition for the position of Executive Director Strategy and Transformation is 
currently in progress and is being run by the Public Appointments Service (PAS).  The closing 
date for applications was 20 April 2017.  I understand that PAS expects to hold final interviews 
before the end of this month.  I can further inform the Deputy that PAS expects to advertise 
the position of Executive Director Legal and Compliance within the next two weeks.  The job 
specification for the post of Chief Information Officer is the subject of discussion between 
Garda management and the Policing Authority which I hope will be concluded very shortly.

02/05/2017WRG01300Road Traffic Accidents Data

02/05/2017WRG01400164. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of fatal road accidents caused by farm machinery, by county, in each of the years 2014 
to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form. [20266/17]

02/05/2017WRG01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a Garda report on the matter referred to in the Deputy’s question and will contact the 
Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report.

02/05/2017WRG01600Road Traffic Offences Data

02/05/2017WRG01700165. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of prosecutions for breaches of the weight restrictions on Kennelsfort Road, Palmer-
stown, Dublin 20, between March 2016 and March 2017; the number of these breaches which 
were dealt with by fixed charge notices; the number of cases which resulted in penalty points 
being issued; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20281/17]

02/05/2017WRG01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a Garda report on the matter referred to in the Deputy’s question and will contact the 
Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report.

02/05/2017WRG01900Garda Strength

02/05/2017WRG02000166. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí assigned to the traffic corps in March 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20282/17]

02/05/2017WRG02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including to the Garda Traffic Corps and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.  I am 
assured by the Commissioner that Garda personnel assigned throughout the country, together 
with the overall policing arrangements and operational strategies are continually monitored and 
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reviewed.  Such monitoring ensures that optimum use is made of resources and the best pos-
sible policing service is provided to the general public.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the strength of the Garda Traffic Corps in the 
years March 2014 to 2016 and, as of the 31 March 2017, the latest date for which figures are 
readily available, was as set out in the table below.  In addition, there is a Chief Superintendent 
and a Superintendent attached to the DMR Traffic Corps, and a Superintendent attached to the 
West and South East Region.  The other three Regions each have a Traffic Inspector.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and to deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.

This plan is progressing well.  This year, funding has been provided for the recruitment of 
800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform plan in train in An 
Garda Síochána.  Funding has also been provided for the recruitment of 300 Garda Reserves.

I am advised by the Commissioner, since the reopening of the Garda College in September 
2014, that 981 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned 
to mainstream duties nationwide.  I am also informed that another 600 trainee Garda are sched-
uled to attest this year which will see Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, 
increase to around the 13,500 mark by year end - an increase of 500 since the end of 2016.

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the 
Traffic Corps in the coming years.

The Commissioner has committed in her Policing Plan for 2017 to increase the number of 
personnel dedicated to traffic duties by 10% to support better outcomes in relation to road traffic 
enforcement.

In this regard the Commissioner has confirmed that the personnel requirement of the Garda 
Traffic Corps is currently being assessed to identify the most vulnerable areas in regard to seri-
ous traffic collisions and the level of compliance with Road Traffic legislation.  Combined with 
this data I am informed that the Assistant Commissioner, Roads Policing and Major Event/
Emergency Management is currently assessing the capacity of Divisions and Districts to iden-
tify and target areas where An Garda Síochána could accelerate the deployment of personnel to 
traffic in 2017.  The filling of the vacancies identified will be conducted on a structured basis 
and will be further enhanced with the new recruits coming on stream.

Road traffic legislation is, of course, also enforced as part of the day to day duties of mem-
bers of An Garda Síochána.  Both targeted and general methods of enforcement have a valuable 
role to play in An Garda Síochána’s enforcement programme, which targets locations with a 
view to preventing the commission of offences, detecting errant motorists, changing their be-
haviour and ultimately reducing death and injuries on our roads.

An Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme (2016-2021) also sets out 
key strategic objectives for Road Policing which will inform and guide An Garda Síochána’s 
Road Policing plans over the next 5 years.  Under the Programme, the Garda Commissioner 
will undertake a number of road safety traffic enforcement initiatives, including expanding the 
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use of technology and increasing checkpoints.

Garda Traffic Corps Strength
31 March 2014 795
31 March 2015 733
31 March 2016 691
31 March 2017 655

02/05/2017WRG02200Garda Investigations

02/05/2017WRG02300167. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to establish an inquiry into the circumstances of the death of a person (details sup-
plied); if so, the nature of this inquiry; and the date on which it will commence. [20311/17]

02/05/2017WRG02400168. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of times she discussed the circumstances of the death of a person (details supplied) 
and persons connected to it with the Garda Commissioner; and the dates on which this oc-
curred. [20312/17]

02/05/2017WRG02500169. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the date on which her attention was drawn to the status of a person (details supplied) as a Garda 
informant. [20313/17]

02/05/2017WRG02600188. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if her 
attention has been drawn to events preceding the death of a person (details supplied) as outlined 
on a television programme on 20 April 2017; the steps she undertook to investigate the issues; 
the persons and bodies to which she referred the issues; the dates she did so; the follow-up un-
dertaken by her; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20426/17]

02/05/2017WRG02700203. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the steps she has taken to provide explanations to the families of persons (details supplied) as to 
whether those persons were unnecessarily exposed to danger as a result of the failure on the part 
of An Garda Síochána to notify the Garda station in Omeath of the presence in that area of the 
person that subsequently murdered and attempted to murder the persons concerned. [20540/17]

02/05/2017WRG02800204. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the steps she has taken to inquire into whether a person (details supplied) was appropriately 
registered as an informant with An Garda Síochána. [20541/17]

02/05/2017WRG02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 167 to 169, inclusive, 188, 203 and 204 together.

A number of serious allegations that had been raised with me in correspondence previously 
in respect of a tragic incident that took place at Omeath in October 2015 were aired publicly in 
a recent television programme.  The House will understand the need for sensitivity in respect of 
those who have suffered greatly as a result of that incident.

It is important that the truth of those allegations, insofar as they relate to any action or inac-
tion on the part of members of An Garda Síochána, should be established and there are ongoing 
processes, set out in law, to do just that.

The concerns that had been raised with me were, in all cases, brought quickly to the atten-
tion of, and pursued with, the Garda Authorities in the context of the ongoing investigation 
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and review processes into the events at Omeath and related matters.  I expect to receive a final 
report from the Garda Authorities addressing these matters when the investigation and review 
are completed.

I was aware also that certain relevant matters had been brought to the attention of the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission.  On 21 April 2017 the Ombudsman Commission indicated 
publicly that it had decided to initiate a public interest investigation into these matters in accor-
dance with its statutory powers under the Garda Síochána Acts 2005-2015.  The Ombudsman 
Commission has indicated also that its public interest investigation will take place alongside 
the ongoing investigation of complaints made previously.  I understand that these investigations 
will encompass the issues that Deputies have raised in their Questions.

The Deputies will agree it is essential that the Ombudsman Commission’s investigations 
must be allowed to take their course in order that the truth or otherwise of allegations made can 
be established independently and in accordance with the law and, indeed, to identify anything 
that might be learned from those events.  In that context there are no plans to establish a further 
form of inquiry at this time.

While it would not be appropriate for me to go into the detail of allegations made, I would 
make the point that for obvious reasons of safety and security it has been the long-standing 
practice of my predecessors not to comment publicly on whether any person was or was not a 
Garda informant.  I do not propose to depart from that practice.

The House will understand also that it is a fundamental aspect of our criminal justice system 
that decisions in relation to preferring charges in individual cases are solely a matter for the 
Director of Public Prosecutions who acts independently in doing so.  The Office of the DPP is 
uniquely well-placed, with the relevant expertise, to make a determination as to what convic-
tions are likely to be secured on the basis of the assessment of the evidence presented and in the 
light of all relevant legal provisions.

02/05/2017WRG03000Traveller Community

02/05/2017WRG03100170. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to launch a national Traveller and Roma inclusion strategy; and the resources that will 
accompany it for implementation. [20314/17]

02/05/2017WRG03200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The recent statement by the Taoiseach announcing State recognition of Traveller ethnicity was 
the culmination of a long-standing campaign by Travellers to have their identity, culture and 
unique position valued by their formal recognition as a distinct ethnic group.  The key argument 
for recognition of Traveller ethnicity was that recognition of the distinct heritage, culture and 
identity of Travellers and their special place in Irish society would be hugely and symbolically 
important to Traveller pride and self-esteem and overcoming the legacy of economic marginali-
sation, discrimination and low self-esteem with which the Traveller community struggles.  This 
is not to ignore the real problems that Travellers face but this symbolic gesture will create a new 
platform for positive engagement by the Traveller community and the Government in together 
seeking sustainable solutions based on respect and an honest dialogue on these issues and chal-
lenges.  The historic statement by the Taoiseach is also a new beginning and the start of the 
work that we need to do as a society, in partnership with Travellers, to address the real and stark 
issues that face the Traveller community in areas such as health, employment, education and 
accommodation.  I will present my plans to address these issues in the new National Traveller 
and Roma Inclusion Strategy which I will, in consultation with other Departments and Traveller 
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and Roma representatives, finalise shortly.  I look forward to continuing to work with Travellers 
as part of what will be a broad-ranging Inclusion Strategy with an ambitious set of objectives.  
The focus is on enhanced coordination and more effective use of existing resources.  Insofar as 
additional resources may be necessary for implementation of this Inclusion Strategy, this is a 
matter for the relevant Departments as part of the annual Estimates process.  I was successful in 
securing an additional €1 million for my own Department’s work in this regard for 2017 and I 
will seek further resources as the need arises in future years.

02/05/2017WRG03300Direct Provision System

02/05/2017WRG03400171. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will commission a nutritional audit of direct provision centres. [20315/17]

02/05/2017WRG03500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Recommendation 4.102 of the McMahon Report recommends that “RIA [Reception & Integra-
tion Agency] should engage a suitably qualified person to conduct a nutrition audit to ensure 
that the food served meets the required standards...”.  The McMahon Report lists some 173 rec-
ommendations, some of which required legislative changes or physical, constructional changes 
to be implemented.  My Department is tracking and publishing progress on the recommenda-
tions.

In relation to this specific recommendation, RIA has been in contact with the HSE to prog-
ress this matter across all centres.  If the HSE are not available to provide such a service, options 
will be explored to source this from commercial providers.

  Question No. 172 answered with Question No. 114.

02/05/2017WRG03700Direct Provision System

02/05/2017WRG03800173. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she will develop and implement a dedicated child protection strategy for direct provision ac-
commodation. [20317/17]

02/05/2017WRG03900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
RIA takes and has always taken the issue of Garda vetting and child protection very seriously.  
RIA has a dedicated Child and Family Services Unit, whose role is to manage, deliver, coordi-
nate, monitor and plan all matters relating to child and family services for all persons resident 
in State provided accommodation.  It also acts as a conduit between RIA and Tusla, the latter 
having statutory functions in this area.  The Unit is headed up by an official seconded from 
Tusla who has clinical expertise in the area of child welfare and protection.

RIA’s Child Protection and Welfare Policy and Practice Document is based on the HSE’s 
Children First - National Guidelines for the protection and welfare of children.  In relation to 
training of staff in centres, the HSE/Tusla has provided ‘Keeping Safe’ child protection training 
and Designate Liaison Person Training [DLP] to each centre’s Designated Liaison Persons and 
other staff members.  RIA has recently updated its Child Protection Policy to include a Practice 
Document.  To communicate this policy, briefing sessions were held in every centre around the 
country for centre staff members and all other relevant personnel.  The policy is available on 
www.ria.gov.ie/en/RIA/Pages/Policy_Documents.
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02/05/2017WRG04000Direct Provision System

02/05/2017WRG04100174. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to develop and introduce national standards for direct provision centres. [20318/17]

02/05/2017WRG04200175. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will develop an independent oversight mechanism for the inspection regime in direct provi-
sion. [20319/17]

02/05/2017WRG04300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 and 175 together.

Recommendation 4.226 of the McMahon Report recommends that “The Minister for Justice 
and Equality should establish a standard-setting committee to reflect fully government policy 
across all areas of service in Direct Provision...”.  The McMahon Report lists some 173 recom-
mendations, some of which required legislative changes or physical, constructional changes to 
be implemented.  My Department is tracking and publishing progress on the recommendations.

In relation to the specific recommendation on standards, a committee has been established 
which includes representatives of the NGO community and support from state agencies and has 
met on a number of occasions.  It continues to sit and has sought advice from external sources 
including HIQA (Health Information & Quality Authority) on the drafting of new standards.

The output of this group is expected to continue to inform the level of services and facilities 
available in State provided accommodation centres.  This in turn will then be subject to rigor-
ous inspection by the Department itself in addition to any external inspectorate which is con-
tracted by the Department for this purpose.  Quite separate from these standards and subsequent 
inspections, all State provided accommodation centres are already subject to inspection by a 
number of State agencies such as EHOs, Local Authority Fire Officers, the Health and Safety 
Authority etc.

02/05/2017WRG04400Direct Provision System

02/05/2017WRG04500176. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the outstanding recommendations of the McMahon report yet to be implemented. [20320/17]

02/05/2017WRG04600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): On 23 
February last, Minister of State Stanton and I published a report showing the significant progress 
in implementing the recommendations of the Report of the Working Group on Improvements to 
the Protection Process including Direct Provision and other supports for asylum seekers.

A total of 121 of the recommendations are now implemented, with a further 38 partially 
implemented or in progress.  This means that 92% of the Report’s 173 recommendations are 
now implemented, partially implemented or are in progress.  This is a significant increase on 
the 80% reported in the first audit of progress published last June.

Details of progress on all of the 173 recommendations are available in the audit report, 
which has been posted on my Department’s website and on the website of the Irish Naturalisa-
tion and Immigration Service.

02/05/2017WRH00200Ombudsman for Children Remit
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02/05/2017WRH00300177. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to extend the remit of the Ombudsman for Children to include complaints from chil-
dren in direct provision. [20321/17]

02/05/2017WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I am happy to advise the Deputy that the remit of the Ombudsman and the Ombudsman for 
Children has already been extended to cover all those living in State provided accommodation 
and both Offices have been in a position to accept complaints since 3 April 2017.  It should be 
noted that complaints in relation to the protection process itself (which is a legal process) are 
not within the remit of either Ombudsman.

The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) made arrangements for representatives from 
the Offices of both Ombudsmen to make presentations on the work of those Offices to accom-
modation centre staff and State service providers during the Autumn series of regional Inter-
Agency meetings.  Representatives from the Offices of the Ombudsmen were also (and con-
tinue to be) facilitated in holding pre-publicised information sessions with residents in centres.

The Deputy will be aware that the Direct Provision policy itself is structured through main-
stream State services.  That is, health services are provided directly by HSE; education is pro-
vided directly through local schools; community welfare supports are provided through the 
Community Welfare Services; and child welfare and associated supports are provided by local 
Tusla teams.  Residents of RIA accommodation centres engage with these services in the same 
way as Irish citizens and therefore have the same rights to appeal decisions or make complaints 
through the relevant Departmental channels and through the relevant Ombudsmen where ap-
propriate and necessary.

02/05/2017WRH00500Youth Justice Strategy

02/05/2017WRH00600178. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the way in which the Council of Europe guidelines on child-friendly justice are implemented 
here. [20322/17]

02/05/2017WRH00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 
Council of Europe Guidelines on Child Friendly Justice cover a range of issues under the remit 
of the Department of Justice and Equality.

For example, there are numerous references in the guidelines to the need to have regard 
to the best interests of the child and to hear the child’s views during proceedings.  The funda-
mental principles outlined in the guidelines particularly in relation to determination of the best 
interests of the child are to a significant extent incorporated in the Children and Family Rela-
tionships Act.

The Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 contains new provisions regarding the 
best interests of children in family law proceedings which have been in operation since 18 Janu-
ary 2016.  Section 3 of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964, as amended by section 45 of the 
2015 Act, provides that the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration for 
the court in proceedings where the guardianship, custody or upbringing of, or access to, a child 
is in question.  The best interests of a child are to be determined in accordance with the new Part 
V of the 1964 Act, inserted by section 63 of the 2015 Act.  Part V, entitled “Best Interests of the 
Child”, contains two important sections.

-  Section 31 sets out an extensive list of factors and circumstances to be taken into account 
by a court when determining the best interests of a child.  These include the views of the child 
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that are ascertainable (whether in accordance with section 32 or otherwise).  The court can 
ascertain the views of the child in person or through an expert.  Section 31(6) provides that in 
obtaining the ascertainable views of a child, the court shall facilitate the free expression by the 
child of those views and endeavour to ensure that any views expressed by the child are not ex-
pressed as a result of undue influence, and may make an order under section 32.

-  Section 32 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 facilitates the hearing of the 
voice of the child by enabling the court to appoint an expert to determine and convey the child’s 
views to the court, so that the child’s voice can be heard in the proceedings.  These provisions 
allow the courts to take account of the evolving capacity of children and also give the courts the 
flexibility to ensure that all children’s views can be heard.

In addition to the Children and Family Relationships Bill, the Domestic Violence Bill 2017 
was published on 3 February 2017.  Section 23 of the Bill provides that children will have the 
opportunity to make their views known to the court where an order is sought on behalf of a child 
or relates in part to a child.  The court will also have the option of appointing an expert to assist 
the court to ascertain the views of the child.

In relation to Guideline 38 - “Children should have access to free legal aid, under the same 
or more lenient conditions as adults.”

In Ireland, children cannot normally be a party to civil proceedings in their own name.  They 
must sue by their “next friend” and defend by their “guardian ad litem”.  In both cases this is a 
parent or other adult who consents to act in such capacity.  Regulation 5(6)(a) of the Civil Legal 
Aid Regulations 1996 to 2016 provides that where rules of court require that a person (such as 
a child) sues by their next friend or defend by their guardian ad litem, then the application for 
civil legal aid must be made by that person on behalf of the child.  Regulation 5(6)(b) requires 
that where a person is granted a legal aid certificate on behalf of another person, then the person 
applying for the certificate must sign an undertaking to pay to the Board any payment which a 
person granted legal aid in their own right would have to make.  However, Regulation 5(6)(e) 
provides that the Board can waive the requirements of Regulations 5(6)(a)-(d) where it thinks 
it appropriate to do so.

The Legal Aid Board can and does provide services to children in their own right in circum-
stances where it is appropriate to do so (for example, to an unaccompanied child seeking inter-
national protection in the State).  While civil legal aid in Ireland is not free, the Board would 
consider an application for a waiver of the contribution from a child who is being provided 
services in their own right.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs is currently work-
ing on legislation to reform current Guardian ad litem arrangements.  Further information re-
garding these reform proposals can be provided by Minister Zappone.

In relation to Guideline 39 - “Lawyers representing children should be trained in and knowl-
edgeable on children’s rights and related issues, receive ongoing and indepth training and be 
capable of communicating with children at their level of understanding.”

Over 80% of the work the Legal Aid Board does is in the field of family law.  In that respect, 
Legal Aid Board solicitors are knowledgeable in the field of family law including child care 
law.  The Board provides continuing professional development for its solicitors including an 
annual conference which normally is on a family or child care law issue.

In relation to Guideline 43 - “Adequate representation and the right to be represented inde-
pendently from the parents should be guaranteed, especially in proceedings where the parents, 
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members of the family or caregivers are the alleged offenders.”

In respect of child care proceedings, the Legal Aid Board normally provides representation 
to parents who are Respondents to such proceedings.  It is not normal for a child to be a party 
to such proceedings.  However, in circumstances where this is the case they will be separately 
represented and in such cases representation will be paid for by the Child and Family Agency 
(Tusla) rather than the Board.

Insofar as the guidelines are concerned with respecting and protecting the rights of children 
coming into contact with the criminal justice system and its adaptation to the specific needs 
and treatment of children while in that system, specific legal provision for these children is 
made in the Children Act 2001 (as amended).  The Act establishes a separate legal framework 
for dealing with young offenders incorporating principles relating to the exercise of criminal 
jurisdiction over children by the courts.  These include, inter alia, the principles that children 
have rights and freedom before the law equal to those enjoyed by adults, in particular, a right 
to be heard and to participate in any proceedings of the court that can affect them; that any 
penalty imposed on a child for an offence should cause as little interference as possible with 
the child’s legitimate activities and pursuits; that any penalty should take the form most likely 
to maintain and promote the development of the child and should take the least restrictive form 
that is appropriate in the circumstances; and that a period of detention should be imposed only 
as a measure of last resort.

I am delighted to say that on 6 April 2017, I signed three legal instruments under the Prisons 
Act, 2015.  The effect of these three Orders was to close down St. Patrick’s Institution and sub-
sume the only remaining wing of the St. Patrick’s building – ‘B’ wing - into Mountjoy Prison, 
all with effect from 7 April 2017.  The signing of these orders follows the making of orders 
by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Minister Katherine Zappone, T.D., which al-
lows for the committal of newly sentenced 17 year old children directly to Oberstown Children 
Detention Campus with effect from 31 March, 2017.  Previously, responsibility for 16 year 
old boys was transferred from the Irish Prison Service to the children detention facilities at 
Oberstown in May 2012 and responsibility for all 17-year-old male remands was transferred 
in March 2015.  The overall effect of these recent legal instruments by both Ministers is that 
(i) from 31 March, 2017 no further new committals of children could be made by the Courts to 
the adult prison system and (ii) that on 7 April, 2017, St. Patrick’s Institution was fully closed 
down, subsumed into Mountjoy Prison and no longer has a legal existence of its own.

Ending the practice of sending children to the adult prison system was a long standing 
Government commitment and was a key commitment in the programme for Government 2011-
2016.  St Patrick’s Institution has been the subject of much criticism by various bodies and 
persons involved in the area of human rights and children’s rights.  The signing of these orders 
has consigned the name of St Patrick’s Institution to the history books and is a significant and 
progressive step forward in the treatment of children in Ireland.

In addition, under the framework of the Inter-governmental Agreement on Cooperation in 
Criminal Justice Matters, the Youth Justice Services in Ireland and Northern Ireland meet on 
a regular basis to exchange information on experiences and best practice on a range of youth 
justice issues.  Such activity is encouraged by Part V of the CoE Guidelines.

The Garda Síochána Act, 2005 (as amended) also makes provision for children to make 
complaints in their own right without the requirement for the consent of a parent.  I am in-
formed that in this way children can access the police complaints system independently.  There-
after GSOC’s interaction with children is governed by its Child Welfare and Protection Policy.  
GSOC have trained specialist interviewers who are deployed as appropriate to take statements 
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from and conduct investigations into complaints made by children.  GSOC works closely with 
its partner agencies i.e. Garda Síochána and TUSLA to ensure children receive a co-ordinated 
response with an emphasis on providing services which are in the best interests of the child.  
In conducting its investigations into complaints made by or on behalf of children GSOC takes 
cognisance of the European Directive on Victims of Crime and conducts assessments with re-
gard to vulnerability and any specific protection needs.  As part of its remit as an oversight body 
GSOC has also made recommendations to the Garda Síochána in relation to how juveniles are 
treated by the Garda Síochána.

02/05/2017WRH00800Children’s Rights

02/05/2017WRH00900179. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to establish a high-level interdepartmental group tasked with ensuring that the rights 
of children online are balanced and protected. [20324/17]

02/05/2017WRH01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The es-
tablishment of a standing Inter-Departmental Committee to cover all aspects of Internet Gov-
ernance was a recommendation of the Internet Content Governance Advisory Group’s Report, 
published in 2014.  In order to oversee the implementation of the various recommendations in 
the Report, an interdepartmental implementation group was established under the chairmanship 
of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and work is ongoing 
in this regard.  The group includes representatives from the  Departments of Children and Youth 
Affairs, Education and Skills and Health and my own Department.

In seeking to further the goal of increasing the protection of children online, the Govern-
ment gave its approval in December 2016 for the drafting of a General Scheme of a Bill which 
will provide for new and amended criminal offences along the lines set out in the September 
2016 Law Reform Commission Report on Harmful Communications and Digital Safety.  The 
Commission has proposed extending some existing offences and creating some new criminal 
offences.  The Heads of a Bill are currently being prepared by my Department.

02/05/2017WRH01100Garda Vetting of Personnel

02/05/2017WRH01200180. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to ensure that information on time spent outside of Ireland is sought and considered 
in the Garda vetting process. [20325/17]

02/05/2017WRH01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Gar-
da National Vetting Bureau carries out employment vetting checks and this is done primarily 
in respect of areas of employment where persons may have substantial, unsupervised access 
to children or vulnerable adults and is done in accordance with the provisions of the National 
Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012-2016.  Vetting is also carried out 
in respect of certain other State employments, such as for An Garda Síochána or the Defence 
Forces.

I am informed by the Garda Authorities that the National Vetting Bureau conducts vetting 
checks in respect of the information held in the criminal records database in this jurisdiction.  
The National Vetting Bureau also has in place a reciprocal arrangement with the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland in respect of addresses in Northern Ireland which are held or have been held 
by vetting applicants.  The National Vetting Bureau does not make any requirements of vetting 
applicants to provide evidence of criminal record from any other jurisdiction.  Any requests 
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that may be made by employers or registered organisations to have applicants provide evidence 
of criminal record from other jurisdictions would be a matter for the organisations concerned.

02/05/2017WRH01400Victim Support Services

02/05/2017WRH01500181. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to ensure that child victims of crime have immediate access to adequate, free and 
confidential supports services. [20326/17]

02/05/2017WRH01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A range 
of Government Departments and Agencies, including for example, An Garda Síochána, Tusla, 
the HSE, the Courts Service and my Department in tandem with non Government organisations 
all currently provide a range of support services for child victims of crime.

Insofar as my remit is concerned my Department provides funding support, through its 
Victims of Crime Office, to services supporting child victims of crime in areas such as court 
accompaniment, accompaniment to specialist children and adolescent sexual assault treatment 
services and for bereavement counselling.  I am pleased that I have been able to continue to 
secure an increased funding allocation for this office in recent years to further develop these 
services.

In tandem with this, a range of special measures and supports can be availed of by child 
victims of crime in relation to criminal proceedings.  This includes, for example, in the Garda 
interviewing of child victims and in the presentation of evidence by such victims in the court 
process.

In further strengthening assistance in this policy area, the implementation of the European 
Union Directive 2012/29/EU, which is known as the Victims Directive, which is currently be-
ing transposed into Irish law by the Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Bill 2016, will further 
extend and enhance the level of supports being provided to child victims of crime.

In particular, in recognising that child victims of crime are particularly vulnerable, specific 
provisions are included in the Bill catering for additional rights and supports to be made avail-
able to such victims within the criminal justice setting.

The enactment of this legislation remains a priority for me and I look forward to the full 
support of the Oireachtas in its progression as expeditiously as possible.

02/05/2017WRH01700Victim Support Services

02/05/2017WRH01800182. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will consider establishing a children’s house model providing multidisciplinary services to 
children in one location including social services, police and forensic medical experts to sup-
port and treat child victims of crime. [20329/17]

02/05/2017WRH01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am aware 
that models of multi disciplinary one stop shop type services based in one location known as a 
children’s house model operate in other jurisdictions as a means of supporting child victims of 
crime and their families.

Currently in Ireland a range of Government Departments and Agencies, including for ex-
ample, An Garda Síochána, the Courts Service, Tusla and the HSE, in tandem with non Govern-
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ment organisations provide a range of services and supports to child victims of crime.

Existing legislation and practice in Ireland already provides for a range of special measures 
for child victims of crime within the criminal justice sphere, for example, in the area of Garda 
interviewing of child victims and in the presentation of evidence by such victims in court pro-
ceedings.

In further strengthening the responses and support to child victims of crime the Deputy will 
appreciate my priority at present is the effective implementation of the EU Directive 2012/29/
EU which is  known as the EU Victims Directive.  This Directive establishes minimum stan-
dards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime across the European Union.  
Child victims of crime are to be considered and treated as full bearers of the rights set out in the 
Directive and implementation of the measures - which include particular protection measures 
for children during criminal proceedings - will enhance the level of supports being provided to 
such victims.

As the Deputy may be aware the Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Bill 2016 which was 
published on 29 December, 2016 and is due to be progressed through Committee Stage in the 
Dáil shortly will transpose into Irish law the EU Victims Directive.  The introduction of this 
legislation also fulfils a commitment in the Programme for Government to enact legislation to 
strengthen the rights of victims of crime and their families.  In tandem with this, and pending 
the enactment of the legislation, all of the criminal justice agencies have been working to ensure 
that the measures contained in the EU Victims Directive have been put in place on an adminis-
trative basis since it came into effect in November 2015.

Finally I can assure the Deputy that I am fully committed to ensuring that the Victims Bill 
provides that highest level of protection possible for all victims of crime, and particularly those 
who have the greatest need for protection such as child victims.  In this regard child victims 
benefit from all of the rights provided under the Bill and specific provision is being made for a 
range of additional rights which will strengthen the supports available to child victims of crime.

I will keep the question of the establishment of the children’s house model under review.

02/05/2017WRH02000Driver Licences

02/05/2017WRH02100183. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she has discussed with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport plans to improve the 
driving-related convictions being recorded on licences in courts. [20330/17]

02/05/2017WRH02200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Road 
traffic legislation falls within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport, Mr. Shane Ross, T.D.  Minister Ross commenced Section 33 of the Road Traffic Act 
2016 on 13 April 2017.

The Deputy will be aware that Section 33 of the Act of 2016 amends section 22 of the 
2002 Road Traffic Act to ensure that drivers convicted in court produce their driving licence 
in order that penalty points can be recorded on the driver file.  The Act of 2016 provides for a 
new requirement for the presiding judge to ask a driver convicted in court for a driving offence 
to produce his/her licence to the court.  The court will then record the licence details, or the 
fact that it was not produced, with failure to produce a licence an offence.  This provision will 
tighten up existing procedures to enable penalty points to be matched to driving licence records 
following conviction in court.
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Minister Ross and I are in ongoing contact in relation to road safety and road traffic enforce-
ment matters and our officials meet regularly, via a number of different groups and fora, includ-
ing the Ministerial Committee on Road Safety, which both Minister Ross and I attended at its 
most recent meeting on 27th March.

02/05/2017WRH02300Courts Service Administration

02/05/2017WRH02400184. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to link the Courts Service database to the national vehicle driver file. [20331/17]

02/05/2017WRH02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Mas-
ter Licence Record is a substantial ICT project costing an estimated €4million over a three-year 
period, which will entail linking the vehicle and driving licence database of the National Ve-
hicle Driver File.  The project will facilitate the application of penalty points to driving licences, 
thereby improving the effectiveness of road traffic enforcement measures.  I can inform the 
Deputy that work is underway in the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport to progress 
this project.  To enable the Master Licence Record, multiple system and process changes will 
need to be implemented across a number of organisations, including the Courts Service, which 
will take some time to design and develop.

The Master Licence Record project stems from recommendations contained in the Gar-
da Síochána Inspectorate’s report ‘The Fixed Charge Processing System – A 21st   Century 
Strategy’ (February 2014).  The Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System (FCPS)) 
Working Group is responsible for monitoring and overseeing progress on all FCPS recommen-
dations, including progress on the Master Licence Record project.  This Working Group is a 
multi-agency group, comprising representatives from the following Government Departments 
and public bodies: Departments of Justice and Equality and Transport, Tourism and Sport; 
An Garda Síochána; Courts Service; Road Safety Authority; Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions; the Revenue Commissioners; the Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government; and the Office of the Attorney General.  The Working Group met most 
recently on 26 April 2017 and the provision of a progress report on the Master Licence Record 
project is a standing agenda item at the Group’s meetings.

A progress report was recently submitted to me from the Working Group on 2016 activity.  
22 of the 37 Inspectorate recommendations have been fully implemented to date, with 5 addi-
tional recommendations on track for delivery by Summer 2017.  Work on the remaining recom-
mendations is ongoing and the majority of these recommendations are medium-long-term in 
nature, including the implementation of the Master Licence Record project.

02/05/2017WRH02600Garda Operations

02/05/2017WRH02700185. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the steps being taken to rectify problems in the recording systems in breath-testing used by An 
Garda Síochána to identify drink-driving. [20423/17]

02/05/2017WRH02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I have 
indicated to the House previously, An Garda Síochána has confirmed that it has put solutions in 
place to deal with the procedural and practice issues that have been detected to ensure that the 
errors that have been identified in relation to breath tests/Mandatory Alcohol Testing do not re-
cur.  I am informed that An Garda Síochána initially put in place new paper based recording and 
verification processes, and, in November 2016, a new specific data recording IT upgrade was 
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installed on the Garda PULSE system.  The net effect of the new IT upgrade was that person-
nel now have to record the serial number of the device used for each breath test plus the meter 
reading before and after the checkpoint was concluded.  Data from the device is now used to 
verify the total number of breath tests conducted at each checkpoint.

The Deputy will also be aware that in addition to outlining the issues, how they had come to 
light, and the remedial steps taken so far the Commissioner has:
  - announced the restructuring of traffic policing with the creation of a new Roads Policing Unit to be led by Assistant Commissioner Mick Finn;
  - announced the creation of a dedicated team under newly-appointed Assistant Commissioner Michael O’Sullivan to investigate in detail the MATs issue, including with a view to identifying and holding responsible for their actions any Garda members, whether at junior, supervisory or management level, who acted improperly; and
  - committed to forwarding the report of this investigation to the Policing Authority and Department of Justice and Equality when completed.

  Assistant Commissioner Finn has outlined new arrangements agreed with the Medical 
Bureau on Roads Safety (MBRS) to the effect that body would supply An Garda Síochána with 
its data on breath-testing devices on a quarterly basis, in order to ensure an independent bench-
mark against which Garda data can be measured.  The MBRS will shortly be tendering for new 
breath testing equipment.  New equipment which is available in the market place has the capac-
ity to record the time, GPS location and number of persons breath-tested, and has the capacity 
to download the information automatically, reducing the chances of errors occurring in the data.

The Deputy will be aware that I have written to the Chairperson of the Policing Authority in 
accordance with section 62O(6) of the Garda Síochána Act, 2005 (as amended) to report to me 
on its oversight of the issues which have arisen in relation to mandatory alcohol testing over the 
coming period.  In particular, I requested that an investigation should be conducted to examine 
all issues arising, addressing to the extent possible the reasons why the issues have arisen; the 
incidence and scale of the issues; and the solutions implemented to ensure there is no recur-
rence.  It is expected that the Authority will engage outside expertise to carry out this work.  The 
Deputy will appreciate that I need to await the conclusion of the Authority’s work in this area 
before I am in a position to comment further on this matter.

The Deputy will be aware that there is ongoing engagement between An Garda Síochána 
and the Policing Authority in relation to this matter, including in the context of the Authority’s 
recent public meeting with the Garda Commissioner, the focus of which was roads policing, 
including the issues associated with Fixed Charge Notices and breath test data.

02/05/2017WRH02900Garda Operations

02/05/2017WRH03000186. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she has met with the Garda Commissioner to discuss the issue of occupational stress faced 
by members of An Garda Síochána; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20424/17]

02/05/2017WRH03100187. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the procedures in place to assist gardaí who have witnessed traumatic events; and if there is a 
facility in place for recording the numbers and details of these incidents. [20425/17]

02/05/2017WRH03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 186 and 187 together.

I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that An Garda Síochána is committed to ensuring 
that members exposed to a traumatic incident receive the appropriate organisational response 
and with this in mind the Garda Employee Assistance Service provides a confidential profes-
sional support and referral service to both serving and former members of An Garda Síochána, 
students and their immediate families.

I am informed that details of all incidents that An Garda Síochána respond to are recorded 
on the PULSE system.
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I understand that there is a Peer Supporter Programme operating in each Garda District and 
that following a traumatic incident a peer supporter who has received appropriate training in 
helping colleagues cope with the effect of a traumatic incident in the workplace will contact the 
member(s) who were involved in the incident and offer support.

All the Employee Assistance Officers and approximately 250 of the peer supporters are 
trained in Critical Incident Stress Management which is an intervention designed to prevent or 
mitigate any adverse psychological reactions as a consequence of being exposed to a critical 
incident.

I am advised that an Independent Counselling Service was introduced in An Garda Síochána 
on 24 June 2016 which provides counselling on a wide range of work and personal related is-
sues including critical incidents, and trauma.  The service is available on a 24/7 basis 365 days 
a year and provides employees with immediate support from accredited counsellors over the 
phone and if required follow on counselling sessions in person.

While I have not met the Commissioner specifically in connection with this matter, it has 
been the subject of discussion from time to time and is also the subject of engagement between 
my officials and Garda Management.

  Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 167.

02/05/2017WRH03400Drugs Seizures

02/05/2017WRH03500189. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the value of drugs seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2010 to 2016, broken down 
by type of drug and quantity in kilograms. [20433/17]

02/05/2017WRH03600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can in-
form the Deputy that information relating to the value of drugs seized by An Garda Síochána is 
set out in the Annual Reports of An Garda Síochána.

The Annual Reports for the years 2010 to 2015 are available on the website of An Garda 
Síochána (www.garda.ie).  The information provided in the Reports is prepared on the basis of 
records maintained by Forensic Science Ireland based on the quantity of drugs analysed annu-
ally at its laboratory.

I understand that work is continuing on the preparation of the Annual Report for 2016 which 
will be made available in due course.

02/05/2017WRH03700Drugs Seizures

02/05/2017WRH03800190. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the value of drugs that were held by An Garda Síochána for evidence or court purposes or other 
purposes in each of the years 2010 to 2016, broken down by type of drug and quantity in kilo-
grams. [20434/17]

02/05/2017WRH03900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the information sought and I will be 
in contact again when that report is to hand.
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02/05/2017WRH04000Drugs Seizures

02/05/2017WRH04100191. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the value of drugs that were destroyed by State agencies in each of the years 2010 to 2016, 
broken down by type of drug and quantity in kilograms; and the agency responsible for their 
destruction. [20435/17]

02/05/2017WRH04200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that there are a number of State agencies whose officers are empowered to 
exercise drug seizure powers.  Not all such agencies would fall within the remit of my Depart-
ment.

Having regard to my own Department’s remit, I have requested a report from the Garda 
Authorities in relation to the destruction of drugs and will be in touch with the Deputy when 
the report is to hand.

02/05/2017WRH04300Immigration Status

02/05/2017WRH04400192. Deputy James Lawless asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of the naturalisation application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20458/17]

02/05/2017WRH04500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
processing of the application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the 
Deputy is ongoing and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay.  While most straightforward cases are generally processed within 
six months, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, 
some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary 
checks can take a considerable period of time.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/05/2017WRH04600Citizens Assembly

02/05/2017WRH04700193. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the to-
tal cost of operating the Citizens Assembly (details supplied); the reason only 100 persons were 
selected originally; and the demographic details of the 88 persons who cast votes. [20461/17]
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02/05/2017WRH04800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As Minis-
ter for Justice and Equality, I have no responsibility in relation to the workings of the Citizens’ 
Assembly.

02/05/2017WRH04900Garda Deployment

02/05/2017WRH05000194. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of gardaí attached to the public order unit in each division. [20463/17]

02/05/2017WRH05100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the deployment of Garda 
personnel and for the management and organisation of Garda operational units.  I am assured 
that Garda management keep this deployment under continuing review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities, including with respect to concerns about public order and anti-
social behaviour, so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of policing resources.

I have requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner in relation 
to the number of Gardaí attached to the Divisional  Public Order Units and I will write to him 
on receipt of same.

02/05/2017WRJ00200Garda Strength

02/05/2017WRJ00300195. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of gardaí attached to various sections and divisions within An Garda Síochána (de-
tails supplied). [20464/17]

02/05/2017WRJ00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that the allocation of Gardaí 
is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including crime 
trends, demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to ensure 
optimal use is made of Garda human resources.

I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment of Garda personnel, 
a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors including population, 
crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division.  It is the responsibility 
of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/her Division.

I have requested the specific information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner and 
I will write to him on receipt of same.

02/05/2017WRJ00500Garda Strength

02/05/2017WRJ00600196. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of gardaí on secondment and exchange programmes with foreign police services; 
and the jurisdictions in which they are currently operating. [20465/17]

02/05/2017WRJ00700197. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number officers from foreign police forces currently on secondment or exchange here with 
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An Garda Síochána and their jurisdictions of origin. [20466/17]

02/05/2017WRJ00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 196 and 197 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

An Garda Síochána maintains close liaison with other law enforcement agencies interna-
tionally and the work of Garda liaison officers who are permanently based in other jurisdictions 
and in international bodies such as Interpol and Europol, greatly facilitate the prompt exchange 
of information and intelligence on criminal activity.  Such international liaison has led to many 
parallel investigations with international law enforcement agencies.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that there are no members of other police forces 
currently on secondment to or on exchange with An Garda Síochána.

I am further informed by the Commissioner that the number of Gardaí on international duty 
and the numbers of Garda liaison officers based in other jurisdictions, Europol and Interpol as 
of 31 March 2017, the latest date for which figures are readily available, are as set out in the 
following tables.

Gardaí on International Duty as at 31 March 2017
Location Total
UNFICYP-Cyprus 12
EULEX- Kosovo 6
Overall Total 18

Garda Liaison Officers
Locations Total
The Hague 1
London 1
Madrid 1
Paris 1
Lisbon 1
Total 5

Europol Headquarters
The Hague 1
Total 1

Interpol Headquarters
Lyon 1
Total 1

Overall Total 7

02/05/2017WRJ00900Garda Resources

02/05/2017WRJ01000198. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
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the number of gardaí trained in the operation of new roadside drug-testing machines; the num-
ber of full-time trainers for the machines; and her plans to increase training among gardaí in 
this regard. [20467/17]

02/05/2017WRJ01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a Garda report on the matter referred to in the Deputy’s question and will contact the 
Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda report.

02/05/2017WRJ01200Interdepartmental Working Groups

02/05/2017WRJ01300199. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she will convene an interdepartmental group involving An Garda Síochána, Tusla, the Health 
Service Executive, the Courts Service and the Central Statistics Office to examine the develop-
ment of a system to record data on domestic violence accurately. [20475/17]

02/05/2017WRJ01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, there are already a number of measures being taken to advance data collec-
tion, collation and analysis in relation to crime incidents generally and specifically in the area 
of domestic violence.

Following on recommendations from the Garda Inspectorate, we have seen significant work 
to underpin the integrity of crime statistics, including two detailed reviews of crime data quality 
which were carried out in by the CSO in 2015 and 2016, and I understand that the CSO intends 
to carry out further such reviews.  I am also advised that the Expert Group on Crime Statistics, 
chaired by the CSO, has prepared a report which considers a number of issues raised by the 
Garda Inspectorate and this is due to be published in the coming weeks.

In relation to domestic violence, Cosc – the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence; An Garda Síochána; the Courts Service; and the Proba-
tion Service are all currently working on a State Data Committee with the Central Statistics 
Office and Tusla under the Second National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based 
violence 2016 – 2021 in order to improve data availability and disaggregation in the area.  Spe-
cifically, the Second National Strategy provides for the establishment of a gold standard with 
regard to the collection and analysis of data under a range of categories.  Similarly, the recently 
established Data Working Group, chaired by Cosc, with representative members from non-
government organisations including Women’s Aid, SAFE Ireland and Sonas Domestic Violence 
Charity Ltd. are currently devising a work plan to advise on the enhancement of data in the area.

I am advised that the recording of incidents relating to domestic abuse is closely monitored 
by the Garda National Protective Services Bureau to ensure

-  a uniform approach is maintained in the recording and investigation of such incidents;

-  that records accurately reflect such violence/abuse; and

-  that victims receive appropriate supports from members of An Garda Síochána, in the 
monitoring, managing and investigation of such incidents and from other state and  non-gov-
ernmental organisations within the community.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that work is ongoing to ensure that proper quality as-
surance processes are put in place, with a view to publishing relevant statistical information in 
due course, and after appropriate consultations with the CSO.
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Work to address the full range of the Garda Inspectorate’s recommendations, including in 
relation to data quality, is ongoing and is supported by very large investments totalling €330 
million from 2016-2021 for Garda technology and systems, including €250 million under the 
Capital Plan.

While it is not intended to convene an interdepartmental group at this time, I can assure 
the Deputy that significant work is underway to improve the collection of data relating to the 
recording of domestic violence.  While progress has been made, further incremental improve-
ments will occur over time, resulting in the delivery of far more robust data to support An Garda 
Síochána in analysing and improving their service to victims of domestic violence.

02/05/2017WRJ01500Visa Applications

02/05/2017WRJ01600200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of visa applications for persons (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20492/17]

02/05/2017WRJ01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that ‘join 
family’ visa applications from the persons referred to were submitted to the Visa Office in 
Abuja on 19 April 2017 and will now be processed in accordance with the guidelines set out in 
the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to INIS (visamail@justice.
ie).

02/05/2017WRJ01800Courts Service Data

02/05/2017WRJ01900201. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of senior clerks in the probate offices of the Courts Service; and the waiting time for 
processing of cases. [20513/17]

02/05/2017WRJ02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Pro-
bate Office is an office of the High Court and management of the courts is the responsibility of 
the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions under the Courts Service 
Act 1998.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the full complement of staff in the Probate Office is as 
follows:

2 Principal Officers

1 Assistant Principal
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7 Higher Executive Officers

3 Executive Officers and

5 Clerical Officers

Probate functions are also carried out by County Registrars at 14 District Probate Registries 
in provincial court offices.

The Courts Service has advised that the current waiting time for a Grant of Representation 
is 15 weeks for applications lodged by a solicitor (90% of applications are made via this route) 
and 28 weeks for personal applications.  It is anticipated that by the end of Summer these wait-
ing periods will reduce further.  The current reduction in waiting times has been achieved by a 
review of business processes within the Probate Office and the assignment of an extra Higher 
Executive Officer and Executive Officer.

All applications are assessed on the basis of the date on which they are lodged, an approach 
which provides fairness and equity to all applicants.  Priority is given to probate applications 
where there is a particular urgency or in extenuating circumstances.  In such cases, it is open to 
applicants to bring the matter to the attention of the Probate Office.

02/05/2017WRJ02100Policing Issues

02/05/2017WRJ02200202. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if her attention has been drawn to members of non-domestic policing or security agencies 
operating here; if so, the state of origin of each; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20523/17]

02/05/2017WRJ02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I have 
set out previously to the House, it is the advice of the Garda Authorities that An Garda Síochána 
co-operates with external police services on intelligence-related matters as circumstances dic-
tate.  Any arrangements that may be made are a matter for operational decisions made between 
the police services involved, are governed by strict protocols relating to conduct and confiden-
tiality and must, of course, in all circumstances operate in accordance with the law.

I would reiterate also for the Deputy that these are operational matters for the Garda Au-
thorities, to be carried out in accordance with their functions as set out in the Garda Síochána 
Acts, and neither I nor my Department would be involved in such arrangements.  I would also 
emphasise the point I have made previously that there can be no question of any person being 
permitted to engage in criminal activities here in any circumstances.  Neither is there any ques-
tion of a police officer from outside the jurisdiction exercising police powers here.

  Questions Nos. 203 and 204 answered with Question No. 167.

02/05/2017WRJ02600Prisoners Temporary Release

02/05/2017WRJ02700205. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason for the revocation of full temporary release of the four life-sentence prisoners recall dur-
ing 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20588/17]

02/05/2017WRJ02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by my officials of the Irish Prison Service (IPS) that the four life sentenced prisoners 
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referred to who were on reviewable temporary release in the community under the supervision 
of Probation Service were recalled to prison for accommodation and medical reasons.

I also refer to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 55 of 13 April 2017, reference No. 
19106/17, wherein I stated that the IPS work in close partnership with the Probation Service 
and An Garda Síochána in respect of the management of life sentence prisoners who are living 
in the community.  A range of temporary release conditions are applied which, if not adhered 
to, may result in the prisoner being returned to custody.

02/05/2017WRJ02900Garda Strength

02/05/2017WRJ03000206. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of community gardaí assigned to the Donegal division; if this is a reduction on 
the position in October 2016 (details supplied); if so, the reason for the reduction; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20653/17]

02/05/2017WRJ03100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter.  Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum 
use is made of these resources.

Garda management has advised that a review of the categorisation of resources conducted 
in the Donegal Division in late 2016 found that nineteen Gardaí previously recorded as being 
exclusively assigned to community policing duties were no longer carrying out such duties as 
their sole area of responsibility but as part of their regular duties following redeployment to dif-
ferent units.  Consequently, the number of Gardai categorised as Community Gardaí within the 
Division was reduced from twenty one to two.

02/05/2017WRJ03200Inquiries into Garda Activities

02/05/2017WRJ03300207. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the inaccuracies that have been uncovered in homicide cases following a review of 41 sample 
cases; the number of cases that were wrongly classified; if further reviews will be carried out to 
test for further inaccuracies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20704/17]

02/05/2017WRJ03400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am 
awaiting a full report from the Garda authorities on the matter and I will communicate further 
with the Deputy when this is to hand.

More generally, the Deputy will recall that the Garda Inspectorate Report on Crime Inves-
tigation, published in November 2014, identified concerns about some aspects of the recording 
and classification of crime incident data.  In view of these concerns, I met with the Director of 
the Central Statistics Office to help chart a course of action to address the Inspectorate’s recom-
mendations in relation to the recording and classification of crime data.

Since then the CSO has provided strong support for measures to improve the quality of our 
crime figures, including two detailed reviews of the quality of crime data, as recorded on the 
Garda PULSE system (June 2015 and September 2016).  I understand that further reviews are 
planned by the CSO and this will provide us with an important level of reassurance in relation 
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to official crime statistics.

The CSO has also chaired an Expert Group on Crime Statistics which has considered a num-
ber of the Garda Inspectorate’s recommendations on crime statistics, including in relation to the 
crime counting rules.  I am advised that the Expert Group has prepared a report, and I expect 
this will be published in the coming weeks.

Work to address the full range of the Garda Inspectorate’s recommendations in relation to 
data quality is ongoing and is supported by very large Government investments totalling €330 
million from 2016-2021 in Garda technology and systems, including €250 million under the 
Capital Plan.

It is essential that we do all we can to ensure and enhance the integrity of crime statistics.  
The Government remains committed to ensuring that the issues highlighted by the Garda In-
spectorate concerning the official crime statistics are addressed progressively through a series 
of measures by An Garda Síochána, and the CSO as the national statistics agency.

02/05/2017WRJ03500Garda Strength

02/05/2017WRJ03600208. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her views on whether three armed gardaí at Dublin Airport is adequate for the policing of the 
airport; the number of gardaí assigned for policing there; the number assigned to each terminal; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20705/17]

02/05/2017WRJ03700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Commissioner that 
Garda personnel assigned throughout the country, together with the overall policing arrange-
ments and operational strategies are continually monitored and reviewed.  Such monitoring 
ensures that optimum use is made of resources and the best possible policing service is provided 
to the general public.

The Garda authorities will continue to take all necessary security measures proportionate 
to the level of terrorist threat and all the relevant agencies here co-operate closely in respect of 
any threats identified.  The Deputy will understand, of course, that the detail of such security 
measures, including the number and nature of Gardaí assigned to particular areas, cannot be 
disclosed publicly for obvious reasons.  An Garda Síochána has developed considerable op-
erational capacities in countering terrorism and in responding to critical incidents.  There is, in 
particular, a highly-trained and well-equipped special intervention capability in the Emergency 
Response Unit that is supported by the regional Armed Support Units and the range of other 
resources across the Garda organisation.  In addition, the considerable skills and resources of 
the Defence Forces are also available in support where needed.

While there are a number of persons here whose activities in support of extremism give rise 
to concern they will continue to be monitored closely by the Garda authorities and all appropri-
ate measures will be taken in this regard.

The Garda Authorities will continue to work closely with their EU and other international 
security and intelligence counterparts in responding to the shared threat of international ter-
rorism.  The gathering and sharing of relevant information is an important aspect of this inter-
national co-operation.  The Government is committed to providing An Garda Síochána with 
the necessary resources to enhance their connectivity to a range of EU and other international 
resources and significant work is ongoing in this regard.  This includes connecting to the Schen-
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gen Information System and, indeed, to other EU and Interpol information-sharing resources 
relevant to countering the terrorist threat.  A series of measures is being rolled out to build on 
the current EU framework for information-sharing, combating terrorism and controlling illegal 
firearms, and Ireland is fully engaged in pursuing these developments.

02/05/2017WRJ03800Direct Provision Data

02/05/2017WRJ03900209. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons moved out of direct provision in each of the past ten years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20819/17]

02/05/2017WRJ04000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
It is not obligatory for protection applicants to accept accommodation provided by the State and 
it is not obligatory for them to remain in such accommodation.

The database where information on accommodation is held is a dynamic one and provides a 
snapshot of total numbers in accommodation at any one time.  It provides information in rela-
tion to the level of available accommodation across the portfolio rather than in relation to the 
movement of persons in or out of accommodation.  It does not retain general historical infor-
mation in respect of persons leaving accommodation.  Each year the Reception and Integration 
Agency produces an Annual Report and these can be found on the RIA website at http://www.
ria.gov.ie/en/RIA/Pages/Publications.

As provided in Parliamentary Question No. 22 of 2 March 2017, in 2016 1,960 persons left 
State provided accommodation and 1,685 persons took up the offer of State provided accom-
modation.  However, this information is not available for any other year under question.  For the 
information of the Deputy, the following table shows the number of persons in State provided 
accommodation at the end of each of the last ten years:

2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007
4,425 4,696 4,364 4,360 4,841 5,423 6,107 6,494 7,002 6,625

02/05/2017WRJ04100Deportation Orders Data

02/05/2017WRJ04200210. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of letters of intention to deport under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 issued in 
each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; if they were asylum-related 
or non-asylum-related; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20859/17]

02/05/2017WRJ04300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
number of intention to deport letters issued under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as 
amended) in the years between 2013 up to and including 31/03/2017 was approximately 7,362.  
This includes both failed asylum seekers and anyone who entered the section 3 process by any 
other means, for example, those whose immigration permission has lapsed or not been renewed.

The information sought by the Deputy is as set out in the following tables:

Breakdown of letters issued in 2013 of intention to Deport under Section 3
Type Numbers
Non-Asylum 1016
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Asylum 854
Total 1870

Breakdown of letters issued in 2014 of intention to Deport under Section 3
Type Numbers
Non-Asylum 725
Asylum 654
Total 1379

Breakdown of letters issued in 2015 of intention to Deport under Section 3
Type Numbers
Non-Asylum 503
Asylum 1049
Total 1552

Breakdown of letters issued in 2016 of intention to Deport under Section 3
Type Numbers
Non-Asylum 777
Asylum 975
Total 1752

Breakdown of letters issued in 2017 (up to and including 31/01/2017) of intention to De-
port under Section 3
Type Numbers
Non-Asylum 489
Asylum 320
Total 809

02/05/2017WRJ04400Leave to Remain

02/05/2017WRJ04500211. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons granted leave to remain on humanitarian grounds under section 3 of the Im-
migration Act 1999 in 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; if they were asylum-related 
or non-asylum-related; the number of applications pending; if they are asylum-related or non-
asylum-related; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20860/17]

02/05/2017WRJ04600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that from 
01/01/2016 to 31/03/2017 there were 585 people granted leave to remain following consider-
ation of their cases under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  This includes 
both failed asylum seekers and non asylum related cases.

The information sought by the Deputy is as set out in the following table:

Breakdown of Leave to Remain Grants in 2016
Type Number
Asylum 467
Non Asylum 65
Total 532

Breakdown of Leave to Remain Grants in 2017 up to and including the 31/03/2017
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Type Number
Asylum 44
Non Asylum 9
Total 53

Breakdown of Leave to Remain pending under Section (3) as of 28/04/2017
Type Numbers
Asylum 1328
Non Asylum 2632
Total 3960

02/05/2017WRJ04700Deportation Orders Data

02/05/2017WRJ04800212. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of deportation orders signed under section 3 of the Immigration Act in 2016 and to date 
in 2017, in tabular form; if they were asylum-related or non-asylum-related; the numbers of 
these enforced; if they were asylum-related or non-asylum-related; the number of these subse-
quently revoked under section 3(11); if they were asylum-related or non-asylum-related; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20861/17]

02/05/2017WRJ04900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The statu-
tory criteria which must be considered in relation to a decision to make a deportation order 
under section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 include national security and public policy, the 
character and conduct of the person concerned and the common good.  In determining whether 
to make a deportation order, in addition to the factors set out in Section 3 (6) of the Immigration 
Act 1999, I must also consider all relevant constitutional and international human rights arising, 
including those enshrined in the Refugee Convention, the UN Convention Against Torture and 
the European Charter of Human Rights.  The question of not returning a person to a place where 
certain fundamental rights would be breached (or non refoulement as it is commonly referred 
to) is fully considered in every case when deciding whether or not to make a deportation order.  
This involves consideration of whether returning the person would result in the life or freedom 
of that person being threatened on account of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership 
of a particular social group or political opinion, or whether the person would be subjected to 
torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

A deportation order requires the person concerned to remove themselves from the State and 
it is only where they fail to do so that the State is forced to remove them and enforce the rule 
of law.  The process leading to deportation is extensive with many avenues of appeal, includ-
ing judicial review in the High Court, open to persons subject to deportation orders.  Where 
persons have been identified as a threat to national security by An Garda Síochána, it remains 
open to me to make deportation orders against such persons and I have done so in the past and 
will continue to do so where appropriate.

I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that 
the numbers of Deportation Orders signed, effected and revoked in 2016 and 2017 are as set out 
in the following tables:

Deportation orders signed 2016 broken down by Asylum and Non Asylum

Type Number
Non Asylum 259
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Asylum 937
Total 1196
Deportation orders signed 2017 broken down by Asylum and Non Asylum

Type Number
Non Asylum 6
Asylum 90
Total 96
Deportation Orders Effected 2016

Type Number
Non Asylum 61
Asylum 367
Total 428
Deportation Orders Effected 2017

Type Number
Non Asylum 3
Asylum 27
Total 30
Breakdown of Deportation Orders Revocations Section 3(11) 2016

Type Number
Non Asylum 51
Asylum 297
Total 348
Breakdown of Deportation Orders Revocations Section 3(11) 2017

Type Number
Non Asylum 10
Asylum 29
Total 39

02/05/2017WRK00200Voluntary Repatriation Schemes

02/05/2017WRK00300213. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons who agreed to voluntary repatriation under section 3 of the Immigration Act 
1999 in 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; if they were asylum related or non-asylum 
related; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20862/17]

02/05/2017WRK00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department, in conjunction with the In-
ternational Organisation for Migration (IOM), offers voluntary assisted return and reintegration 
programmes for asylum seekers, failed asylum seekers and other illegally present migrants.  

Asylum seekers or failed asylum seekers who have not had a Deportation Order made 
against them are returned under the Voluntary Assisted Return and Reintegration Programme 
(VARRP).  Other illegally present migrants are returned under the Irregular Voluntary Assisted 
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Return and Reintegration Programme (IVARRP), which is co-funded by the EU on a 75/25 
basis.

Under these programmes, the flights home for such persons are paid and where required, the 
IOM will assist in securing travel documents and give assistance at the airport at departure and 
arrival.  Persons availing of these programmes can apply for reintegration assistance to allow 
them to start up a business or enter further education or training when they are back in their 
country of origin.  This takes the form of an ‘in-kind’ rather than a cash payment.

In addition to the two IOM programmes referred to above, my Department also assists 
people who are illegally present in the State and wish to return home voluntarily by covering 
the cost of the flight, if necessary, and assisting in securing travel documents.

The statistical information requested by the Deputy is set-out in the tables.  Please note that 
the below are a combination of IOM and Departmental assisted.

Voluntary Returns 2016 Broken down by Asylum Non Asylum
Type Number
Non Asylum 130
Asylum 57
Total 187

Voluntary Returns 2017 Broken down by Asylum Non Asylum up to and including the 
31st March, 2017
Type Number
Non Asylum 25
Asylum 8
Total 33

02/05/2017WRK00500Banking Sector Investigations

02/05/2017WRK00600214. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will instruct An Garda Síochána to investigate alleged systemic fraud and to question all current 
and former chief executives of the 15 banks (details supplied); if no consideration of possible 
damage to the sale value of State-owned banks will deter the Government from insisting on a 
thorough criminal investigation of this matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20865/17]

02/05/2017WRK00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will be aware that the investigation of criminal allegations is matter for An Garda Síochána 
and I do not have a direct role in this regard.  I am advised that all criminal allegations which are 
brought to Garda attention are thoroughly investigated and it is not open to me, as Minister, to 
give directions or to intervene in relation to particular cases.  The Deputy will also appreciative 
that a decision to bring a prosecution in any particular case is matter for independent determina-
tion by the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).

In relation to the Banking Sector specifically, the Deputy will appreciate that my Depart-
ment does not have a regulatory role and, likewise, the consideration of the future sale value of 
particular banks is not an issue which comes within my remit.

However, I am advised by my colleague, the Minister for Finance, that the Central Bank 
has a wide range of supervisory and enforcement powers available to it, including the power 
to impose administrative sanctions, and it is independent in the exercise of its functions in this 
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area.  The Bank has advised that it will take appropriate supervisory action, including enforce-
ment action against lenders and persons concerned in the management of those lenders where 
relevant, to ensure that fair outcomes are achieved for consumers where applicable regulatory 
standards are not met.  

The Deputy might also be aware that in the area of tracker mortgages, the Central Bank re-
cently issued a reprimand and imposed a fine of €4.5m on Springboard Mortgages Limited and 
it has indicated that two other tracker mortgage-related enforcement investigations are currently 
ongoing into Permanent TSB and Ulster Bank Ireland.  The Central Bank also has statutory 
reporting obligations to An Garda Síochána, and other agencies, where it suspects a criminal 
offence may have been committed by a supervised entity.  When it appeared before the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform and Taoiseach on 4 April 
2017 in relation to the systems wide Tracker Mortgage Examination, the Central Bank informed 
the Committee that it had opened dialogue with An Garda Síochána to discuss the tracker issue.  
The Central Bank takes these obligations very seriously and complies with them on an on-going 
basis as appropriate.  The Central Bank has indicated that, as its investigations proceed, it will 
keep matters under constant review and that, guided by the evidence, it will make reports to 
other statutory bodies as necessary.

02/05/2017WRK00800Property Tax Data

02/05/2017WRK00900215. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the amount collected in local 
property tax, broken down by local authority area for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date 
in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20017/17]

02/05/2017WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the most 
recently available information relating to Local Property Tax (LPT) can be found on the statis-
tics webpage of the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/local-property-tax.
html.  The information provided includes LPT collected by Local Authority for the years 2013 
to 2016 and the first quarter of 2017.

02/05/2017WRK01100VAT Rate Reductions

02/05/2017WRK01200216. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the merits of 
a temporary targeted reduction of the rate of VAT in view of the continuing shortage of supply 
of new housing and continuing escalating house prices; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20288/17]

02/05/2017WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While most Member states apply the 
standard rate to construction services – on average 21.5% - Ireland already applies a 13.5% 
reduced rate of VAT to all construction services under a derogation from the EU VAT Directive. 

Applying a lower VAT rate to the construction of new residential properties would result in 
different VAT rates between residential and non-residential construction services, and it would 
also involve having different VAT rates between the construction of new homes and repair and 
maintenance work on those homes.  This would be very difficult to administer and could lead 
to accidental or fraudulent underpayments of VAT.

The ESRI reported in 2016 that any tax incentives aimed at developers are likely to have 
little effect on supply while other constraints are in place, such as stringent planning regula-
tions, infrastructural constraints, and access to finance and building costs, including the impact 
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of building regulations.

In the presence of such constraints, the introduction of any tax incentive would likely lead to 
a transfer of tax revenue away from the State without any significant effect on supply. 

02/05/2017WRK01400Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRK01500217. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he has expressed an in-
terest in Ireland hosting the European Banking Authority if it is relocated following Brexit; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20468/17]

02/05/2017WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Banking Authority is an 
important part of the European System of Financial Supervision that arose after the financial 
crisis.  It is key that the EBA can continue its critical work with minimal disruption following 
the decision of the United Kingdom to leave the European Union.

The Government made a public declaration of interest in hosting the European Banking Au-
thority in October of last year.  We strongly believe that relocation to Dublin is the best option 
for the important work of the EBA and the least disruptive location for EBA staff.

The public declaration was the first stage in letting the wider financial community know 
that Ireland wants to be considered as a host in the relocation process.  Ireland has a significant 
financial services sector, efficient transport links to other European capitals and the capacity to 
absorb the European Banking Authority’s relocation to Ireland.  

Also our interest in hosting the European Banking Authority demonstrates the continued 
importance Ireland places in well regulated Financial Services and it has sent a signal to the 
global financial sector of the importance that Ireland places on the financial services sector.    

The Department’s role in promoting Ireland as a location of choice for the EBA is outlined 
in the current IFS 2020 strategy and since the declaration, Minister of State Murphy along with 
my officials are  promoting Ireland as a location of choice for the European Banking Authority. 

My officials have been engaging with relevant stakeholders in order to further progress 
the goal of relocating the European Banking Authority to Ireland.  These engagements includ-
ed meetings with the European Banking Authority and the European Commission in order to 
highlight the benefits of relocating the Authority to Ireland.  The meetings have also sought 
to determine the needs of the European Banking Authority and its staff when they are moved 
from London.  Minister of State Murphy also met with the Executive Director of the European 
Banking Authority earlier this year.

The ultimate decision on relocation of the European Banking Authority will be made by 
both the European Council and Parliament.  However, I would point out that the European 
Commission is currently carrying out a review of the European Supervisory Authorities (of 
which the EBA is one).  Included in this consultation is the option of merging the EBA with 
another authority based in Frankfurt.  In addition, at the recent European Council it was stated 
that a procedure for deciding the location for the EBA and the European Medicines Board will 
be agreed in June, with the potential for a decision on their new locations in Autumn.      

02/05/2017WRK01700Vehicle Registration Data

02/05/2017WRK01800218. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the cost of extending the ve-
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hicle registration tax rebate for electric vehicles until 2018 and 2020 respectively. [19140/17]

02/05/2017WRK01900219. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the cost of extending a €2,500 
vehicle registration tax rebate for hybrid vehicles until 2018 and 2020 respectively. [19141/17]

02/05/2017WRK02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 218 
and 219 together.

I am informed by Revenue that the cost of the Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) rebate for 
electric vehicles in 2016 was €3 million.  Finance Act 2016 extended this relief to end 2021, at 
an estimated cost of €3 million per annum assuming no change in registration numbers. 

I am further informed by Revenue that the cost of the VRT rebate for hybrid vehicles in 
2016 was €6 million.  Finance Act 2016 extended this relief to end 2018, at an estimated cost of 
€6 million per annum assuming no change in registration numbers. 

02/05/2017WRK02100Banking Sector Remuneration

02/05/2017WRK02200220. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the fees to date and the antici-
pated fees paid by a bank (details supplied) to advisers regarding the initial public offerings of 
the company; the details of the advisers concerned and the fees each one has received; the esti-
mated amount of final fees to be paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19178/17]

02/05/2017WRK02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will understand, third 
party supplier costs and professional service fees incurred by a bank are solely a matter for the 
management team of that institution, and the detail of specific supplier arrangements would 
be commercially sensitive information.  This is notwithstanding the Relationship Framework 
Agreement in place between my office and each of the banks in which the State is a shareholder, 
which in specific circumstances may require my consultation or consent, for a large procure-
ment.

I requested a comment from AIB concerning the deputy’s question and received the follow-
ing response:

“In response to the Government’s public communications relating to a potential IPO, AIB 
is preparing for IPO readiness. In line with normal practice and for commercially sensitive 
reasons, AIB does not publicly disclose the details of contracts with individual external service 
providers.”

Separately, and for the avoidance of doubt only, my Department as the selling shareholder 
will incur fees related to a potential IPO of AIB.  Fees would be payable to the selling syndicate 
on the completion of a successful transaction only, and would be proportional to the value of the 
transaction.  In addition, fees are payable to legal and communications advisors, as well as our 
independent financial advisor.  In line with the State agreements with AIB, all fees incurred by 
the State in relation to any capital transaction will be paid or reimbursed by the bank.

02/05/2017WRK02400Banking Sector Data

02/05/2017WRK02500221. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of investors the 
Government’s advisers have met to discuss the initial public offering of a bank (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19179/17]



Questions - Written Answers

234

02/05/2017WRK02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I have not an-
nounced any sale of the State’s shares in AIB.  I have indicated that an IPO (Initial Public Of-
fering) is the optimal route to recouping value from our investment and that the earliest possible 
IPO window for the bank is the second quarter of 2017, with the opportunity available over the 
course of May, June and into July. 

In December 2016, following a competitive procurement process, I announced that three 
firms were appointed to act as joint global co-ordinators to lead a selling syndicate in prepara-
tion for a possible AIB IPO.  On the 23rd of March this year I further announced the addition of 
five joint bookrunners and a co-lead manager to the syndicate.  The syndicate banks have been 
appointed until July 2018.  This provides the State with optionality on the timing of any such 
transaction through 2017 and 2018.

The three global coordinators lead the transaction, performing most of the preparation, such 
as managing engagement between investors and the bank’s senior management team.  The 
bookrunners and co-lead manager will help to ensure coverage of the broadest possible range of 
relevant investors both by type and geography when it comes to the marketing and sales effort.

I am advised that during March AIB’s management, facilitated by the Global Coordinators, 
met a significant number of investors as part of what is known as a ‘Non-deal Roadshow’.  
These meetings were not related to any specific sale of shares or debt, but gave investors the 
opportunity to get an insight into the bank’s performance and future prospects.  The Non-deal 
Roadshow followed the publication of AIB’s 2016 results and a Capital Markets Day event, you 
can find link to a presentation deck and webcast video of the Capital Markets Day here: https://
aib.ie/investorrelations/capital-markets-day.

My Department also has a policy of regularly meeting with Irish and international inves-
tors to discuss a broad range of issues such including our banking sector investments and the 
economy.

02/05/2017WRK02700National Debt

02/05/2017WRK02800222. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated impact on Ire-
land’s debt ratio of the 25% and 100% sale, respectively, of a bank’s (details supplied) shares at 
current market value; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19180/17]

02/05/2017WRK02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is not possible to ascribe a current 
market value to the States shareholding in AIB at this juncture as AIB’s share price is not a 
reliable indicator of the bank’s underlying value given the very small free float available in the 
market.

That said, at the end of 2016, the ISIF valued the State’s 99.9% shareholding in AIB at 
€11.3bn, as part of their Q4 update.  It should be noted that this is not reflective of any valuation 
that might be achieved by the State as part of an IPO as it is an indicative ‘outside-in’ valuation 
based on the estimated financial position of the bank at year end 2016 and publicly available 
information.

The most recent official forecast of general government debt (GGD) for 2017, published in 
the Stability Programme Update in April 2017, was €204.6 billion, which equated to 72.9% of 
GDP.  The impact of a 100% sale at the ISIF valuation would reduce the debt to GDP ratio by 
4.0 percentage points to 68.9%.  The impact of a 25% sale at the ISIF valuation would reduce 
the debt to GDP ratio by 1.0 percentage points to 71.9%.
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As I have previously indicated, it is my view that because public indebtedness rose partly 
due to the recapitalisation of the banks, it is appropriate to use one-off revenue from divesting 
the State of its banking assets to reduce debt.  A lower level of debt is not only beneficial in 
terms of the fiscal sustainability of the State but would also result in reduced interest payments 
in future years.

02/05/2017WRK03000Banking Sector Remuneration

02/05/2017WRK03100223. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the bonus or incentive plans 
in place for a bank’s (details supplied) executives or staff linked to the initial public offerings 
of the bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19181/17]

02/05/2017WRK03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There are no bonus or incentive plans in 
place for AIB’s executives or staff linked to a potential IPO of AIB.

As the Deputy will be aware, the previous Government placed restrictions on such types of 
remuneration in the Irish banks and these remain in place.

02/05/2017WRK03300VAT Rebates

02/05/2017WRK03400224. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if a full VAT return has 
been paid to a person (details supplied); and the reason for the delay in payment. [19204/17]

02/05/2017WRK03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the most recent VAT repayment claim made by the person concerned was selected 
for a routine compliance appraisal.  The claim was processed within Revenue’s Customer Ser-
vice standards and the VAT in question has been repaid.

02/05/2017WRK03600Foreign Direct Investment

02/05/2017WRK03700225. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance the engagement he has had with 
the American Treasury Department and the American Secretary of the Treasury on the impact 
of US tax reform on Irish businesses; and if an analysis has been carried out by his officials on 
the impact that the introduction of a border adjustment tax and the introduction of a corporate 
tax reform in the United States of America will have on Irish exporters. [19232/17]

02/05/2017WRK03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On a visit to the United States last year 
I met the previous Secretary of the Treasury, Jack Lew, who informed me of the work that had 
been done at that stage on US tax reform.  In February of this year, Steven Mnuchin was ap-
pointed as the new Secretary of the Treasury.  On my most recent trip to Washington last month 
for the IMF/World Bank Spring Meetings I was able to listen to Secretary Mnuchin views on 
the new US administration’s plans for tax and the economy.

I am aware that there is extensive commentary on the prospects of US tax reform taking 
place in the near future.  Proposals for US tax reform are, at this stage, just proposals.  Agree-
ment between the U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S.  Senate and President Trump is 
needed before any changes can be introduced. 

The exact implications for Ireland, and the rest of the world, will depend on the exact nature 
of any changes which may ultimately be agreed.  The border adjustment tax is one type of re-
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form which has been proposed by members of the U.S.  House of Representatives. We are yet 
to see details of how a border adjustment tax would be designed and how it would operate in 
practice.  The proposals for US tax reform announced by the White House on 26 April did not 
include a proposal for a border adjustment tax. 

Global business, from the US or elsewhere, will always want to have operations in the EU, 
and Ireland will remain very competitive and attractive as an EU location to invest in and do 
business from.  Ireland’s corporation tax regime will continue to offer long term certainty to 
international business.  As always, we will remain alert and responsive to any changes in the 
global tax environment.

The Department of Finance, and our Embassy in the US, are closely tracking the debate and 
we continue to engage with business and others to fully understand the potential impacts of any 
US tax reform. 

02/05/2017WRK03900Exports Data

02/05/2017WRK04000226. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance the engagement he has had with 
IBEC on US tax reform and the impact on Irish exporters. [19233/17]

02/05/2017WRK04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware that there is extensive com-
mentary on the prospects of US tax reform taking place in the near future.  Proposals for US tax 
reform are, at this stage, just proposals.  Agreement between the U.S. House of Representatives, 
the U.S. Senate and President Trump is needed before any changes can be introduced. 

The exact implications for Ireland, and the rest of the world, will depend on the exact nature 
of any changes which may ultimately be agreed.  Global business, from the US or elsewhere, 
will always want to have operations in the EU, and Ireland will remain very competitive and 
attractive as an EU location to invest in and do business from. Ireland’s corporation tax regime 
will continue to offer long term certainty to international business.  As always, we will remain 
alert and responsive to any changes in the global tax environment.

I have not had any specific engagement with IBEC on US tax reform and the impact on Irish 
exporters.  My Department, and the Irish Embassy in the US, are closely tracking the debate and 
we continue to engage with various stakeholders to ensure that we fully understand the potential 
impacts of any US reform. 

02/05/2017WRK04200VAT Exemptions

02/05/2017WRK04300227. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance if financial initiatives exist 
to assist community groups to buy defibrillators for local areas; if not, if he will consider intro-
ducing such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19241/17]

02/05/2017WRK04400228. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance the reason VAT is included 
on the purchase of defibrillators; if he will consider removing such devices from the VAT net; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19242/17]

02/05/2017WRK04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 227 
and 228 together.

The VAT rating of goods and services is subject to EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law 
must comply. In accordance with the Directive, defibrillators, other than implantable defibrilla-
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tors, are liable to VAT at the standard rate of 23%.  

In general, the EU VAT Directive provides that all goods and services are liable to VAT at 
the standard rate unless they fall within particular categories of goods and services specified in 
the Directive, in respect of which Member States may apply a lower VAT rate or an exemption 
from VAT.  The supply of a defibrillator is not included in any of those categories of goods and 
therefore there is no discretion for Ireland to remove VAT from that supply.

The VAT (Refund of Tax) (No.15) Order, 1981 provides that individuals can obtain repay-
ment of VAT expended on certain goods and appliances which assist persons with a disability 
to overcome that disability.  In this context, a defibrillator purchased by or on behalf of an in-
dividual may qualify for a VAT refund.  However, a defibrillator purchased for general use by a 
charity or voluntary body would not qualify for a refund under this Order. 

The Programme for Partnership Government recognises the difficulties faced by commu-
nity groups in relation to VAT rates on certain products, such as defibrillators.  While this is an 
EU competency, the Government has committed to work with our EU counterparts in seeking 
to reform this area. 

Finally, in question 19241/17 the deputy appears to be referring to possible voted expendi-
ture initiatives to support the goals referred to in this question, such expenditure would not fall 
within the ambit of my department’s vote.

02/05/2017WRK04600Corporation Tax Regime

02/05/2017WRK04700229. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has explored 
proposals for setting up a vehicle with the objective of hypothecating or smoothing annual 
revenues from corporation taxes, in view of the relatively volatile nature of these receipts over 
time. [19264/17]

02/05/2017WRK04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s plan to establish 
a rainy day fund may go some way towards the intent behind the Deputy’s question.  As an-
nounced in the 2016 Summer Economic Statement, it is proposed to retain some of the unused 
fiscal space in 2019, following the achievement of the medium-term budgetary objective in 
2018, as a contingency reserve.  If it is not deployed in the event of unanticipated adverse shock 
to the economy, it will be remitted to the rainy day fund.  Work is underway on a consultation 
document to be circulated to the Oireachtas on the proposed operation of the fund and the spe-
cific circumstances under which it could be deployed.

Hypothecation involves linking specific expenditure to an explicit revenue source.  It is 
only used in limited circumstances where there is a strong justification because it can cause 
difficulties for the efficient and effective management of the public finances.  Furthermore, it 
also exposes specific expenditure dependent solely on a hypothecated revenue to any volatility 
associated with the revenue source in question.    

As regards smoothing annual revenues, I assume that the Deputy is suggesting that revenue 
deemed to be in excess of a set level is paid from the Exchequer into a designated fund and 
subsequently drawn down from the fund when the revenue falls below the set level in order to 
maintain expenditure levels.  

The basic premise behind the Deputy’s question, that cyclical or windfall revenue should 
not be spent, is one that the Government agrees with as evidenced by its commitment to comply 
with the fiscal rules.  Under the rules, future permitted expenditure levels are driven by existing 
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expenditure levels and the trend growth rate of the economy.  To increase expenditure above 
the permitted level, discretionary revenue measures, usually tax increases, must be introduced.  
This is designed to ensure that increases in public expenditure are sustainably financed and it 
will reduce the danger that additional expenditure is being funded on the back of cyclical or 
windfall revenues.

The second part of the equation is that cyclical or windfall revenues from corporation tax, 
or, potentially, other taxes, should be held in a vehicle to be used to fund general expenditure, 
if and when revenues drop.  

Consideration of this would need to reach a view on the appropriateness of holding such 
money in a vehicle or fund when our general government debt is very high in nominal terms, at 
over €200 billion.  While such a fund would reduce our net debt, it would keep our gross debt 
at a high level and there would be, in all likelihood, a carry cost to bear.  Furthermore, reducing 
our gross debt will increase our fiscal headroom or borrowing capacity that could be needed in 
the event of a future crisis and the reduction in gross debt would also reduce our annual interest 
bill.  

The Deputy should also be aware that money transferred to such a fund from the Exchequer 
would not qualify as expenditure in statistical terms.  It would only be when the money is trans-
ferred back to the Exchequer and spent that it would impact the general government balance.  
Unfortunately, the statistical system does not reward funding expenditure by savings put aside 
in previous years.

The key difference between the rainy day fund and the type of vehicle referred to in the 
question is that the rainy day fund could only be used to fund expenditure in certain specified 
circumstances and not as a general funding source.

02/05/2017WRK04900Revenue Commissioners Investigations

02/05/2017WRK05000230. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of private in-
vestigation firms hired by the Revenue Commissioners in the past five years to date; the names 
of the firms; the amount they were paid; if they supplied the Revenue Commissioners with a 
report on completion of their work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19309/17]

02/05/2017WRK05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that they have 
not hired any investigation firms in the past five years.

02/05/2017WRL00200Tobacco Control Measures

02/05/2017WRL00300231. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider 
the recommendation in Tobacco Free Ireland to introduce a levy on the tobacco industry; the 
discussions his Department has had with the Department of Health on this; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19339/17]

02/05/2017WRL00400232. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has 
undertaken research on the recommendation in Tobacco Free Ireland to introduce a levy on the 
tobacco industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19340/17]

02/05/2017WRL00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 231 
and 232 together.
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I am aware of the proposal to introduce a levy on the tobacco industry which was included 
as a recommendation in the Department of Health’s Tobacco Free Ireland.  The proposal was 
included in my Department’s Tax Strategy Group papers of 2015 which form a basis for the 
discussions of the Tax Strategy Group.  As discussed in that paper, a levy of this type, on pre-
sumably the profits of tobacco companies, is not without complications and may have impacts 
on other areas of the economy.

In Ireland, profits of companies are taxed through corporation tax.  To levy the profits of 
tobacco companies would complicate this. Ireland’s corporate tax rate of 12.5% on trading in-
come is akin to a brand and is an important part of the Government’s strategy of creating an en-
terprise friendly environment to attract jobs and investment to Ireland. One of the main features 
of the rate is its simplicity and the fact that it applies to a broad base.  The suggested levy would 
involve complexity and could undermine the attractiveness of Ireland’s corporate tax offering.

When a tobacco industry levy was proposed in the UK in 2015, the British Treasury con-
cluded, on foot of a public consultation, that the impact of a tobacco industry levy would be 
passed on to the consumer.  The Chancellor of the Exchequer announced in his Summer Budget 
2015 that he would not be pursuing the proposal.

As outlined in the Programme for a Partnership Government, this Government is commit-
ted to making Ireland tobacco free by 2025.  The Government has agreed that pricing is a key 
means of reducing tobacco consumption.  I have increased the price on a packet of cigarettes 
cumulatively by €1.40 over my last three budgets, raising revenue and contributing to the con-
tinued decline of smoking prevalence.  Ireland continues to impose excise duty on tobacco 
which is among the highest in the EU.

02/05/2017WRL00600Banking Sector Data

02/05/2017WRL00700233. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if, in view of the potential sale 
on part of the State investment in a bank (details supplied), his Department has made an assess-
ment on possible future dividends from the bank over any time period; and if so, the results of 
such an assessment. [19364/17]

02/05/2017WRL00800238. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has made an 
assessment on possible future dividends from a bank (details supplied) over any time period in 
view of the potential sale on part of the State investment in the bank; and if so, if he will provide 
the results such assessment to Dáil Éireann. [19381/17]

02/05/2017WRL00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 233 
and 238 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the payment of any dividend is exclusively a matter for the 
board and management of AIB based on the bank’s financial performance and future prospects, 
and subject to regulatory approval. 

AIB announced a proposed dividend payment of €250m to ordinary shareholders as part of 
their annual results for 2016, 99.9% of which will accrue to the State as the Bank’s majority 
shareholder.  This payment is particularly significant given that it has been nine years since the 
bank last paid a dividend to shareholders. 

While the factors influencing such dividend payments are outside my control, I would con-
sider it normal for a profitable bank in a normal business environment to pay a prudent, regular 
dividend to Ordinary Shareholders where there is no impediment to do so, in keeping with a 
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commercial strategy and financial performance objectives espoused by the bank’s management.

In determining that an IPO was the best route to maximise value for the State the Depart-
ment and its advisors ran a number of income and capital return scenarios over the period since 
2014.  To date however we have not formally incorporated any forecast dividend payment 
schedule in our budgetary projections.  Given the State is considering a disposal of some of its 
shares over the coming period, it would not be advisable for me to put any forecasts into the 
public domain.

02/05/2017WRL01000Help-To-Buy Scheme Administration

02/05/2017WRL01100234. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the status of a payment under the 
help-to-buy incentive scheme for persons (details supplied); when payment will be made; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19368/17]

02/05/2017WRL01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a payment 
issued to the persons concerned under the Help to Buy incentive on 12 April 2017.  Revenue has 
apologised to the persons concerned for the delay in processing the payment.

02/05/2017WRL01300Tax Rebates

02/05/2017WRL01400235. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the status of a claim for a tax 
refund for 2016 by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19369/17]

02/05/2017WRL01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a review 
has been carried out for 2016 for the person concerned and a refund of the overpaid tax has 
been made.  If the person concerned requires any further clarification on any aspect of his tax 
position he should contact his local Revenue District in Wexford who will be happy to help him.

02/05/2017WRL01600Insurance Coverage

02/05/2017WRL01700236. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding the very few 
insurers now willing to insure Irish hotel liability insurance; the reason there is no Irish insurer 
that will insure hotels for new business currently; the steps being taken to tackle the cost of 
business insurance from a regulatory viewpoint (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19377/17]

02/05/2017WRL01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, while I am aware of the difficulties faced by the hotel sector, 
I am not in a position to direct insurance companies to provide cover or to price at a particular 
level.

Nevertheless, it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise the market and 
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deal with factors contributing to the availability and cost of insurance.  Accordingly, I estab-
lished the Cost of Insurance Working Group and appointed Minister of State Eoghan Murphy 
as Chair.  This Working Group is examining the factors contributing to the increasing cost of in-
surance and identifying what short, medium and long-term measures can be introduced to help 
reduce the cost of insurance for consumers and businesses.  The initial focus of the Working 
Group was the issue of rising motor insurance premiums and the Report on the Cost of Motor 
Insurance was published in January 2017.

The Working Group is now in its second phase which is concentrating on the Employer Li-
ability and Public Liability insurance sectors.  The terms of reference for this work have been 
agreed and the following core areas are being considered:

- Overview of the Employer Liability and Public Liability insurance sectors 

- Impact of the cost of insurance on the competitiveness of particular business sectors 

- Impact of health and safety issues on the cost of insurance 

- Other market issues

In addition, the Working Group is building upon the previous work done in the motor phase 
in order to determine how it can be applied in the employer liability and public liability insur-
ance claims areas particularly in relation to: 

- Personal Injury data and information 

- Effects of legal costs and litigation processes on insurance costs 

- Current claims compensation arrangements and cost of claims 

- Impact of unlawful activity on insurance sector

The Working Group is continuing to meet on a regular basis to examine issues related to 
Employer Liability and Public Liability insurance, including those pertinent to the hotel sector.  
Indeed, as part of the current consultation process, there has already been a very informative 
engagement with the Irish Hotels Federation, as well as other organisations within the hospital-
ity sector such as the Licensed Vintners Association and the Vintners’ Federation of Ireland. 

It is envisaged that the final results of the second phase will take the form of an addendum to 
the existing Report.  As with the first phase, the aim is for all relevant bodies and stakeholders 
to work together in order to deliver fairer premiums for businesses without unnecessary delay.

02/05/2017WRL01900VAT Exemptions

02/05/2017WRL02000237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the basis on which the 
VAT rate for disability equipment and mobility aids is decided; the scope that is available to re-
duce VAT rates for disability equipment or to recategorise such equipment into a different VAT 
bracket, for which lower rates apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19380/17]

02/05/2017WRL02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the VAT 
rating of goods and services is subject to EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply.  
In general, the Directive provides that all goods and services are liable to VAT at the standard 
rate unless they fall within particular categories of goods and services specified in the Directive, 
in respect of which Member States may apply a lower rate or exempt from VAT.
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The supply of a range of medical equipment and appliances, which include invalid carriages 
(excluding mechanically propelled road vehicles), orthopaedic appliances, deaf aids, walking 
frames and crutches, fall within one of these categories and are subject to the zero rate of VAT.  
In addition, the Value-Added Tax (Refund of Tax) (No. 15) Order, 1981, provides in certain 
circumstances for the refund of VAT on goods which are aids or appliances and includes goods 
specially constructed or adapted for use that are purchased for the exclusive use of a person 
with a disability of a type specified for the purposes of the Order.  The provisions of the Order 
also extend to works carried out on homes to adapt them to make them more accessible for 
disabled persons.  The provisions do not apply to the actual construction of a home but would 
apply, for example, to certain alterations or adaptations which would be necessary to meet the 
particular needs of the disabled person.

  Question No. 238 answered with Question No. 233.

02/05/2017WRL02300Tax Code

02/05/2017WRL02400239. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has assessed 
the impact of the coming into effect of Chapter 4A of Part 12 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
providing a termination of the carry-forward of certain unused capital allowances; his plans to 
review the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19387/17]

02/05/2017WRL02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Chapter 4A of Part 12 Taxes Consolida-
tion Act (TCA) 1997, which was introduced in Finance Act 2012, provides for a termination of 
the carry-forward of certain unused capital allowances after the “tax life” of the relevant build-
ing or structure has ended.  With effect from 1 January 2015, any unused accelerated capital al-
lowances, which are carried forward beyond the “tax life” of the building or structure to which 
they relate, are lost immediately 

I am advised by Revenue that a Revenue eBrief was issued on 1 September 2015 to draw 
the attention of taxpayers and their agents to the implications of this measure.  It outlined the 
changes introduced and provided a timely reminder to anyone filing tax returns that the capital 
allowances computations carried forward to 2015 should be adjusted to exclude any building or 
structure whose “tax life” ended in 2014.  Revenue issued a further eBrief in the matter in April 
2016.  Revenue has included a reminder note on Income Tax and Corporation Tax Return forms 
since 2015, in the relevant section where capital allowances claims are made by taxpayers, that 
the carry forward of excess accelerated capital allowances by passive investors is no longer 
available in accordance with Chapter 4A of Part 12 TCA 1997.

I am further advised by Revenue that the bulk of tax returns to potentially reflect the effects 
of the restriction contained in Chapter 4A were only received in late 2016.  Revenue is currently 
examining criteria to assist in identifying specific cases where unused capital allowances have 
been carried forward previously to ensure that the requirements of the legislation have been 
met.

An economic impact assessment on the impact of property based reliefs was published by 
my Department in December 2011.  As part of the work leading to that report, organisations and 
individuals were invited to submit their views as part of a public consultation process which ran 
from 23 June to 29 July 2011.  Over 700 individual responses were received.

Finally, the deputy will note that in my Budget speech for Budget 2012, I said that there was 
scope for those with larger incomes to contribute more.  I also said that the timescale for the 
termination of the carry-forward of unused capital allowances, allowed time for individuals to 
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adjust to the change. 

02/05/2017WRL02600Insurance Industry

02/05/2017WRL02700240. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status in terms of re-
solving the outstanding claims associated with a company (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19389/17]

02/05/2017WRL02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Setanta was placed into liquidation by 
the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014.  This liquidation is being carried out 
under Maltese law.  As of 31 March 2017, the number of open claims is 1,649.  Progress in the 
liquidation has been delayed due to court proceedings in the case of Law Society of Ireland v 
the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland (MIBI).  The focus of the court action is to determine 
whether it is the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF) or MIBI which is responsible for the pay-
ment of third party claims.

The current position is that we are awaiting the outcome of MIBI’s appeal to the High Court 
ruling, which was heard before the Supreme Court in October 2016.  No date has been specified 
for the judgment.

It should be noted that 1st party claims (i.e where a person makes a claim against their own 
comprehensive insurance policy) are not affected by the court action.  These come within the 
scope of the ICF and are being processed by the Office of the Accountant of the Courts of Jus-
tice up to a limit of 65% of the claim.  To date the ICF has been able to make 1st party payments 
totalling €608,085 to Setanta policyholders.

The position in relation to 3rd party motor insurance claims is that they are unlikely to be 
processed until after the outcome of the Supreme Court appeal.

The Liquidator for Setanta has informed me that: 

- Claims provision required stands at between €87.7 million and €95.2 million. 

- Setanta policies were cancelled in May 2014. The 2 years allowable under the statute of 
limitation to lodge claims has expired so the claims figures will not increase further.

- The Liquidator reports that it is proving difficult to settle claims in advance of the outcome 
of the MIBI appeal.

- The Liquidator continues to be of the view that he will not be in a position to meet more 
than 30% of claims.

I expect to be able to provide a more accurate update after the legal proceedings are con-
cluded.

02/05/2017WRL02900Banking Sector Investigations

02/05/2017WRL03000241. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank is re-
sponsible for enforcing the unfair contract terms directive 1993 and the European Communities 
(Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) Regulations 1995 for banks and regulated financial ser-
vice providers; if it has taken enforcement action on banks and lenders in respect of consumer 
mortgage contracts; if enforcement actions have taken place regarding persons who were de-
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nied tracker mortgage rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19390/17]

02/05/2017WRL03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Communities (Unfair 
Terms in Consumer Contracts) Regulations 1995 [S.I. No. 27 of 1995] (the ‘1995 Regula-
tions’), which gives effect to Council Directive No. 93/13/EEC (the Directive on Unfair Terms 
in Consumer Contracts), is a designated statutory instrument for the purposes of the Central 
Bank Act 1942 (the ‘1942 Act’).

Accordingly, if the Central Bank suspects on reasonable grounds that a regulated financial 
service provider is committing, or has committed, a contravention of the 1995 Regulations it 
may hold an inquiry to determine whether or not the financial service provider is committing or 
has committed the contravention or it may enter into a settlement agreement with the financial 
service provider to resolve the matter.

If, at the conclusion of an inquiry, the Central Bank finds that the financial service provider 
is committing, or has committed, a contravention of the 1995 Regulations it may impose one 
or more of the sanctions listed in Section 33(AQ)(3) of the 1942 Act, including a reprimand 
and a direction to pay a monetary penalty to the Central Bank.  Settlement agreements entered 
with the financial service provider may include terms under which the financial service provider 
accepts the imposition of sanctions of the kind referred to in Section 33(AQ) of the 1942 Act.

As the Deputy is aware, the Central Bank concluded an enforcement investigation into 
tracker mortgage-related matters at Springboard Mortgages Limited (‘Springboard’) in Novem-
ber 2015.  In the course of the investigation the Central Bank found that Springboard failed to 
apply correct interest rates to 222 customer accounts over a seven-year period between August 
2008 and July 2015. 

Pursuant to the settlement agreement entered with Springboard to conclude the investiga-
tion, the Central Bank issued a reprimand and imposed a monetary penalty of €4.5 million on 
Springboard.  The monetary penalty paid by Springboard is the highest penalty ever collected 
by the Central Bank further to an enforcement investigation.  In addition to the reprimand and 
monetary penalty, the Central Bank also required Springboard to implement a major redress 
and compensation programme for impacted customers during the course of its investigation.  To 
date Springboard has provided redress and compensation in the amount of approximately €5.8 
million to impacted customers.

The Central Bank has also commenced enforcement investigations into tracker mortgage-
related matters at Permanent tsb plc and Ulster Bank Ireland DAC.

The Central Bank may also commence other enforcement investigations, as appropriate, 
into other lenders and persons concerned in the management of such entities where there is 
evidence of non-compliance with regulatory requirements.

Template to accompany requests to the Central Bank for material for replies to PQs, Topi-
cal Interest Debates (TIDs) and any other briefing that, up to now, went to the Press Office in 
the Bank

It has been agreed with the Central Bank that this template will be used with effect from 24 
May 2012.

From that date also, there will be a dedicated email address for requests.  Please use instead 
of the Press email - pqs@centralbank.ie.
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Department of Fi-
nance contact(s)

John FitzpatrickLeonard Wall

Contact telephone 
numbers

01-6045698076-1007682

Contact email address John.fitzpatrick@finance.gov.ieLeonard.wall@finance.gov.ie
Deputy submitting 
PQ or TID

Michael McGrath

PQ reference number PQ 19390/17
Date for answer, pri-
ority, written or oral

Written, 01/05/2017

Deadline time for re-
ply from the Central 
Bank

21/04/17 (11am)

To ask the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank is responsible for 
enforcing the Unfair Contract Terms Directive 1993 and the Unfair 
Terms in Consumer Contract Regulations 1995 for banks and regu-
lated financial service providers; if it has taken enforcement action 
on banks and lenders in respect of consumer mortgage contracts; if 
enforcement actions have taken place in relation to persons that were 
denied tracker mortgage rates; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.
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Department of Fi-
nance contact(s)

John FitzpatrickLeonard Wall

Draft reply or mate-
rial for inclusion in 
reply. This material 
to be completed in 
Word in the column 
opposite to facilitate 
‘cut and paste’ in D/
Finance 

The European Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) 
Regulations 1995 [S.I. No. 27 of 1995] (the ‘1995 Regulations’) 
which gives effect to Council Directive No. 93/13/EEC (the Direc-
tive on Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) is a designated statu-
tory instrument for the purposes of the Central Bank Act 1942 (the 
‘1942 Act’). Accordingly, if the Central Bank suspects on reasonable 
grounds that a regulated financial service provider is committing, or 
has committed, a contravention of the 1995 Regulations it may hold 
an inquiry to determine whether or not the financial service provider 
is committing or has committed the contravention or it may enter into 
a settlement agreement with the financial service provider to resolve 
the matter. If, at the conclusion of an inquiry, the Central Bank finds 
that the financial service provider is committing, or has commit-
ted, a contravention of the 1995 Regulations it may impose one or 
more of the sanctions listed in Section 33(AQ)(3) of the 1942 Act, 
including a reprimand and a direction to pay a monetary penalty to 
the Central Bank. Settlement agreements entered with the financial 
service provider may include terms under which the financial service 
provider accepts the imposition of sanctions of the kind referred to 
in Section 33(AQ) of the 1942 Act.The Central Bank concluded an 
enforcement investigation into tracker mortgage-related matters at 
Springboard Mortgages Limited (‘Springboard’) in November 2015. 
In the course of the investigation the Central Bank found that Spring-
board failed to apply correct interest rates to 222 customer accounts 
over a seven-year period between August 2008 and July 2015. Pursu-
ant to the settlement agreement entered with Springboard to conclude 
the investigation, the Central Bank issued a reprimand and imposed 
a monetary penalty of €4.5 million on Springboard. The monetary 
penalty paid by Springboard is the highest penalty ever collected by 
the Central Bank further to an enforcement investigation. In addi-
tion to the reprimand and monetary penalty, the Central Bank also 
required Springboard to implement a major redress and compensation 
programme for impacted customers during the course of its investi-
gation. To date Springboard has provided redress and compensation 
in the amount of approximately €5.8 million to impacted customers.
The Central Bank has also commenced enforcement investigations 
into tracker mortgage-related matters at permanent tsb plc and Ul-
ster Bank Ireland DAC.The Central Bank may also commence other 
enforcement investigations, as appropriate, into other lenders and 
persons concerned in the management of such entities where there is 
evidence of non-compliance with regulatory requirements.

Note

Any other relevant information e.g. in the case of oral questions, material which the Central 
Bank considers could be used for supplementary questions and for briefing the Minister.

Department of Finance/Central Bank
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02/05/2017WRL03200Corporation Tax Regime

02/05/2017WRL03300242. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the independent review 
on corporate taxation will include an analysis of the European Commission’s common con-
solidated corporate tax base, CCCTB, proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19391/17]

02/05/2017WRL03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The terms of reference of the review of 
the corporation tax code announced last October do not provide for analysis of either the Euro-
pean Commission’s proposal for a Council Directive on a Common Corporate Tax Base or their 
proposal for a Council Directive on a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB).  
These proposals do of course form part of the context in which the review is being undertaken.

02/05/2017WRL03500Tax Code

02/05/2017WRL03600243. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the areas to be covered by 
his Department’s tax strategy group for 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19392/17]

02/05/2017WRL03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Preparatory work in relation to the Tax 
Strategy Group for 2017 is ongoing at present.  A number of topics have been advanced but 
have not been finalised.  It is therefore premature to provide a definitive list at this time.  It is 
envisaged however, that the following papers may be included; Income Tax and USC, General 
Excises, PRSI, Social Protection Package, Capital Taxes/Exit/DIRT, Corporation Tax, VAT and 
Climate and Environmental Taxes.  Other topics for discussion/review may be included.

02/05/2017WRL03800Tax Rebates

02/05/2017WRL03900244. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the status of a refund for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19445/17]

02/05/2017WRL04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that Relevant 
Contracts Tax (RCT) was deducted from payments due to the person concerned.  Section 530P 
of the Taxes Consolidation Act prohibits the repayment of RCT to a subcontractor in respect of 
the year in which the tax was deducted until such time as their tax return (Form 11) has been 
filed, a notice of assessment has issued and all liabilities for income tax and other taxes have 
been discharged.

The person concerned may accelerate the repayment of the RCT deducted in 2016 by filing 
his 2016 return of income now.  The RCT deducted in 2016 will be repaid after all other tax 
liabilities (if any) have been satisfied.  If the person concerned requires any assistance in filing 
his 2016 tax return he may contact Revenue on 1890 368 378.

Any RCT deducted to date in 2017 can be used to offset any other tax liabilities due in 2017 
such as VAT or PAYE/PRSI.  The person concerned is now on a deduction rate of 0% for the 
purposes of RCT.
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02/05/2017WRL04100Credit Union Lending

02/05/2017WRL04200245. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to enable credit 
unions to provide loans for social housing, SMEs and mortgages; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19566/17]

02/05/2017WRL04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am pleased that the credit union sec-
tor is considering various proposals to increase its income and develop its business model.  
My Department has received a number of such proposals from both the Irish League of Credit 
Unions  (ILCU) and the Credit Union Development Association (CUDA).  Proposals from both 
representative bodies, in relation to the funding of social housing, are at various stages of de-
velopment.  While the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government is 
the Department primarily responsible for the formulation and implementation of policy and for 
the preparation of legislation in relation to housing, any such proposal would require approval 
of the Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central Bank before it could be implemented.

Social Housing Funding

The Central Bank has informed me that it has received information regarding proposals for 
credit unions to provide funding for social housing and is currently engaging with the sector 
on those proposals.  It further stated that while it does not comment on specific proposals, such 
investments could be facilitated by future regulations made by the Central Bank, where appro-
priate.  The Central Bank also stated that it is willing to consider the type of regulations that 
would be required to facilitate such proposals.  However, the Central Bank’s key consideration 
in evaluating such proposals is its statutory mandate to ensure the protection of members’ sav-
ings by credit unions and to ensure the wellbeing of the sector generally.

Officials from both my Department and the Department of Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government have met with the representative bodies on a number of occasions to 
examine how credit unions can assist in the area of social housing.  Officials from both Depart-
ments have also met with the Central Bank.  Separately, communication is ongoing between 
the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and my Department.

On 1 January 2016, I commenced the final sections of the Credit Union and Co-operation 
with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 (2012 Act) following discussions with credit union repre-
sentative bodies.  Following commencement of the legislation, the Central Bank introduced the 
Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016, regarding a number of 
areas including savings, borrowing, lending, investments and liquidity.

Investment regulations made specific reference to section 43 of the Act and to further class-
es of investments in which a credit union may invest its funds.  The regulations provide that 
investments in projects of a public nature include, but are not limited to, investments in social 
housing projects.  The Central Bank are currently reviewing the investment regulations for 
credit unions and on completion of their review will undertake a public consultation in 2017.  

Notwithstanding any potential changes that may be made to the regulations, the legislative 
requirement for credit unions to ensure investments do not involve undue risk to members’ sav-
ings will remain the overriding factor which must inform all credit union investment decisions.

SME Lending

In relation to small and medium enterprises (SMEs), the  Central Bank has informed me 
that credit unions are permitted to provide commercial loans to their members.  Commercial 
loans are subject to concentration, maturity and large exposure limits as outlined in the 2016 
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Regulations.  In addition, where a credit union is considering granting a commercial loan, a 
comprehensive business plan and detailed financial projections (supported by evidence based 
assumptions), appropriate for the scale and complexity of the loan, should be provided and 
in place before such a loan is granted.  This should enable the credit union to ensure that it is 
satisfied that the borrowing business has the capacity to generate sufficient income to repay the 
commercial loan.  The Central Bank has further informed me that lending to SMEs is a special-
ist form of lending that requires specific skills and expertise. In general, this type of lending is 
viewed as high risk which may not be appropriate for all credit unions. 

Mortgages

Currently credit unions can and some do provide mortgages to members.  These types of 
loans are subject to certain maturity limits contained in the 2016 Regulations.  The 2016 Regu-
lations set out the percentage of a credit union’s loan book that can be outstanding for periods 
exceeding both five years and ten years, as well as limits on the maximum outstanding liability 
to an individual member. Under the 2016 Regulations credit unions continue to be allowed to 
lend up to 30% of their loan book over five years and up to 10% of their loan book over 10 
years, subject to a maximum maturity of 25 years.  In addition, credit unions can apply to the 
Central Bank for an extension to their longer term lending limits (up to 40% of their loan book 
over 5 years and up to 15% of their loan book over 10 years).  Approval is subject to conditions 
set by the Central Bank.  There are currently 12 credit unions approved to avail of increased 
longer term lending limits.

The Central Bank informs me that the December 2016 Prudential Return indicates that for 
the sector overall, total gross loans over 10 years amount to c. 2.7% of total loans in the credit 
union sector compared to the limit of 10% (and in some cases 15%).  

The Central Bank has indicated that while it can see longer term lending, including mort-
gages, being part of a balanced portfolio of total lending, in their analyses, credit unions need to 
consider the impact of longer term lending on interest margins, return on assets and on balance 
sheet structure – the issue of funding longer term lending with short term funding is a chal-
lenge for the credit union business model.  The Central Bank further informs me that consumer 
mortgage lending is an activity that has its own unique risk profile, and proposals to become 
involved in mortgage lending in a significant way must be supported by an evidenced based 
business case. 

The Credit Union Advisory Committee’s (CUAC) recent report makes a number of recom-
mendations, one of which is to conduct a full review of lending limits and concentration limits.  
I have established an Implementation Group which to date has met on three occasions  and  is 
currently assessing each of CUAC’s recommendations with a view to implementation as ap-
propriate.  Central to its work is ensuring a full examination of lending limits and concentra-
tion limits is carried out as recommended.  I look forward to regular progress reports from the 
Implementation Group as these recommendations are developed and implemented.

02/05/2017WRL04400Tax Reliefs Availability

02/05/2017WRL04500246. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance the availability of agricultural 
relief from capital acquisitions tax, in which the farming land that is the subject of the relief has 
an already commissioned solar farm or is wholly or partially the subject of an unexercised op-
tion in favour of a solar farm developer or the subject of a burden in the Land Registry prohibit-
ing the alienation or transfer of the landholding without the consent of a solar farm developer; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19588/17]
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02/05/2017WRL04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that gifts and 
inheritances of agricultural property, including land, qualify for relief (known as ‘agricultural 
relief’) from the payment of Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) once certain conditions are satis-
fied.  Section 89 of the Capital Acquisitions Tax Consolidation Act (CATCA) 2003 provides for 
‘agricultural relief’.  The relief takes the form of a 90% reduction in the taxable market value 
of the gifted or inherited agricultural property.

The person taking the gift or inheritance (the ‘beneficiary’) of the agricultural property must 
qualify as a ‘farmer’ for the purpose of section 89 CATCA 2003.  This means that a beneficia-
ry’s agricultural property must comprise at least 80% by gross market value of the beneficiary’s 
total property at a particular date.  Revenue takes the view that land on which solar panels are 
installed is not agricultural property for the purpose of establishing whether or not a beneficiary 
satisfies this ‘80%’ test.  Thus, depending on the amount of an individual’s land that is actually 
occupied by solar panels (and not merely subject to an option over the land), the use of agricul-
tural land for a solar farm may result in a beneficiary’s failure to satisfy the ‘80%’ test and to 
qualify for agricultural relief. 

A condition for agricultural relief that applies in relation to gifts and inheritances taken on 
or after 1 January 2015 is that a beneficiary, or a lessee where the beneficiary leases the agri-
cultural land, must actually farm the land for a period of at least 6 years after taking the gift or 
inheritance.  It is unlikely that the ability to farm the land would be affected by the granting of 
an option over the land to a solar farm developer or the registration of a burden over the land 
with the Land Registry.  However, the ability to farm the land would be affected where the op-
tion is exercised by the solar farm developer and solar panels are actually installed.  As it would 
not generally be possible to farm any part of the land occupied by solar panels, the change in 
the use of land from farming to the generation of solar energy within the required 6-year period 
would result in a withdrawal of some, or all, of any agricultural relief that had been granted, 
depending on how much of the land is diverted to this alternative use.

I would however inform the Deputy that arising out of a commitment I made in the Dáil 
during the Report Stage of Finance Act 2016, an interdepartmental group has been established, 
which is currently examining the treatment for tax purposes of farmland on which solar panels 
are installed. 

I expect that group to report to me in due course with its recommendations. 

02/05/2017WRL04700Protected Disclosures

02/05/2017WRL04800247. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the 
whistleblower procedures for banks and other financial institutions are sufficiently strong and 
that they give adequate protection to whistleblowers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19595/17]

02/05/2017WRL04900248. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of whistleblowers’ 
allegations currently being examined by the Central Bank; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19596/17]

02/05/2017WRL05000249. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank has con-
sidered re-examining historic evidence and allegations from whistleblowers in view of the new 
legal and ethical rules in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19597/17]

02/05/2017WRL05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 247 to 
249, inclusive, together.



2 May 2017

251

New protections for persons making protected disclosures to the Central Bank came into 
force on 1 August 2013.  This also introduced new obligations on certain categories of persons 
in regulated firms to disclose breaches of financial services legislation to the Central Bank.  The 
Central Bank has established a whistleblower desk and put in place policies and procedures to 
ensure that such disclosures are dealt with appropriately.

In broad terms, where a person makes a disclosure in good faith to the Central Bank or one 
of its employees, and the person making the disclosure has reasonable grounds for believing 
that the disclosure will show that there has been a breach of, or offence under, financial services 
legislation or the concealment or destruction of evidence relating to such an offence or breach 
and provides their name, the disclosure is a protected disclosure.

The EU Regulation establishing the Single Supervisory Mechanism, which formally com-
menced on 4 November 2014, includes a provision in respect of reporting of breaches, i.e. 
whistleblower reports, which relate to those banks directly supervised by the European Central 
Bank.  Persons with information on potential breaches of EU law by banks and/or by competent 
authorities, including the Central Bank of Ireland, can report such breaches to the ECB.  

I am satisfied that whistleblower procedures for banks and other financial institutions are 
robust and that they give adequate protection to whistleblowers.  All allegations from whistle-
blowers are treated seriously and examined thoroughly irrespective of which legislative pro-
tections apply. It is a valuable channel for the Central Bank to receive reports in a confidential 
form.  

Any individual who has new information regarding a previous allegation is welcome to 
contact the Bank again with this new information.

The Central Bank is currently considering approximately 50 whistleblower allegations.

02/05/2017WRM00200Tax Collection

02/05/2017WRM00300250. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the grounds on which a CAT 
payment could be delayed or paid in instalments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19600/17]

02/05/2017WRM00400251. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the timeframe in which CAT 
due is payable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19601/17]

02/05/2017WRM00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 250 
and 251 together.

I am advised by Revenue that there are two important dates that are relevant for the taxation 
of a gift or an inheritance via Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT).  These dates are used for different 
purposes and are mutually exclusive.  Firstly, the date of a gift or, in the case of an inheritance, 
the date of the death of a disponer, is the date by reference to which the CAT Group Thresholds 
and tax rates are determined.  Secondly, the ‘valuation date’, i.e. the date on which the market 
value of the assets/property comprising the gift or inheritance is established, is generally the 
date of the gift or, in the case of an inheritance, is generally the date on which probate or ad-
ministration is granted.  This market value is then compared to the relevant Group Threshold 
and the tax rate applied as appropriate on any excess of the market value over the threshold.  
This date also determines when any gift or inheritance tax must be paid and a tax return must 
be submitted to Revenue.
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Where the valuation date for a gift or an inheritance is in the period 1 January to 31 August, 
a CAT return and payment of CAT due must be made by 31 October in that year.  Where the 
valuation date for a gift or an inheritance is in the period 1 September and 31 December, a CAT 
return and payment of CAT due must be made by 31 October in the following year.

Where a CAT liability is attributable to a gift or an inheritance of ‘real’ property such as 
land and/or buildings, a beneficiary has a statutory entitlement to pay this liability by monthly 
instalments over a period of up to five years.  Instalments are subject to the payment of inter-
est at an annual rate of 8% on the amount of the outstanding tax.  However, Revenue has the 
discretion to allow payment of CAT by instalments over a longer period of time in exceptional 
circumstances where the tax cannot be paid without excessive hardship.  In cases of hardship, 
Revenue also has the discretion to allow payment to be postponed for such period and on such 
terms (including the waiver of interest) as it thinks fit. 

Revenue may also exercise discretion in relation to any property or assets by allowing the 
payment of CAT over a longer instalment period than the statutory five-year period allowed for 
‘real’ property.  This discretion can be exercised only in exceptional circumstances where the 
taxpayer can show that payment of the CAT liability by the due date would present significant 
difficulty.  Interest is chargeable on any such late payment. Revenue will consider each case on 
its merits, taking into account both the financial circumstances of the beneficiary and the nature 
of the inheritance involved.

02/05/2017WRM00600Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

02/05/2017WRM00700252. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Finance if changes have been made to 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994 (SI 353 of 
1994), as amended, to confine the definition of a “family member” to that which is used for 
capital acquisitions tax law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19677/17]

02/05/2017WRM00800253. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Finance the reason an application under 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994 by a person 
(details supplied) has been refused; the basis within SI 353 of 1994 for this refusal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19678/17]

02/05/2017WRM00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 252 
and 253 together.

There have been no changes made to the Drivers/Passengers with Disabilities Scheme.  The 
term “family member” is not defined in the legislation governing the scheme and, consequently, 
the CAT legislation is used as a guideline.  However, an application by a “family member” not 
covered under the CAT legislation, who is living with the person with a disability and who has 
sole responsibility for the care and transportation of that person, may still qualify for relief.

I am advised by Revenue that the application from the person (details supplied) in respect of 
the transportation of a disabled passenger (her father-in-law) has been reviewed.  As it has been 
confirmed that the applicant is living with her father-in-law in this case and is solely responsible 
for his care and transportation, it has been decided to allow the tax relief.  The application has 
been processed accordingly.

02/05/2017WRM01000Tracker Mortgages Examination
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02/05/2017WRM01100254. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the extent of the legal rights of 
persons who are in the scope of the tracker review to compensation above and beyond redress; 
the way the scale of such compensation might be arrived at; the person or body responsible 
for deciding whether to provide compensation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19705/17]

02/05/2017WRM01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised that it 
does not have the statutory power to set compensation levels or to compel lenders to implement 
redress and compensation programmes in respect of failures that occurred prior to the introduc-
tion of the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013.

As part of the Examination framework, where customer detriment is identified, the Central 
Bank has clearly articulated its expectations of lenders to provide appropriate redress and com-
pensation to impacted customers in line with prescribed Principles for Redress.

As the Examination progresses, the Central Bank will continue to challenge the position 
a lender has taken in relation to particular groups of customers to ensure the fair treatment of 
tracker mortgage customers.

Key elements of the Central Bank’s expectations in respect of redress and compensation for 
impacted customers include:

- any harm is stopped at the earliest possible time after each group of impacted customers 
is identified;

- the interest rates applied to impacted customers’ accounts revert to the appropriate tracker 
interest rate or impacted customers are given the opportunity to revert to such a rate where 
relevant;

- redress will be provided to impacted customers to return them to the position they would 
have been in had lenders’ failures not occurred;

- reasonable compensation, that reflects the detriment suffered by individual customers, is 
provided;

- redress and compensation is to be paid to impacted customers up front at the point of offer 
and compensation cannot be reduced by virtue of a customer lodging an appeal;

- an additional payment is to be provided to impacted customers at the point of offer to 
enable them to take independent professional advice regarding the redress and compensation 
offers made to them; 

- an independent appeals process is to be established to address complaints from customers 
who are dissatisfied with any aspect of the redress and compensation package that they receive 
from lenders; and

- lenders will undertake not to raise any time limit defences that may otherwise apply if 
impacted customers make complaints to the Financial Services Ombudsman (the “FSO”) or 
initiate proceedings before the courts.

The Examination framework also provides that lenders should establish an independent 
appeals process to deal with customers who are dissatisfied with any aspect of the redress and 
compensation offers that they receive from lenders in respect of these matters.  As the Principles 
for Redress provide that all redress and compensation payments are made to customers on an 
upfront basis, customers can accept the redress and compensation offered and still make an ap-



Questions - Written Answers

254

peal.  In addition, the impacted customer has the option of bringing a complaint to the FSO or 
initiating court proceedings.

Template to accompany requests to the Central Bank for material for replies to PQs, Topical 
Interest Debates (TIDs) and any other briefing that, up to now, went to the Press Office in the 
Bank

It has been agreed with the Central Bank that this template will be used with effect from 24 
May 2012.

From that date also, there will be a dedicated email address for requests. Please use instead 
of the Press email - pqs@centralbank.ie.

- Name
Department of Fi-
nance contact(s)

John FitzpatrickLeonard Wall

Contact telephone 
numbers

01-6045698076-1007682

Contact email address John.fitzpatrick@finance.gov.ieLeonard.wall@finance.gov.ie
Deputy submitting 
PQ or TID

Pearse Doherty

PQ reference number PQ 19705/17
Date for answer, pri-
ority, written or oral

Written, 01/05/2017

Deadline time for re-
ply from the Central 
Bank

24/04/17 (11am)

To ask the Minister for Finance the extent of the legal right of persons 
that are in scope of the tracker review to compensation above and be-
yond redress; the way the scale of such compensation might be arrived 
at; the person or body responsible for deciding whether to provide 
compensation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
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Draft reply or mate-
rial for inclusion in 
reply. This material 
to be completed in 
Word in the column 
opposite to facilitate 
‘cut and paste’ in D/
Finance 

The Central Bank does not have the statutory power to set compensa-
tion levels or to compel lenders to implement redress and compen-
sation programmes in respect of failures that occurred prior to the 
introduction of the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 
2013 (the “2013 Act”).As part of the Examination framework, where 
customer detriment is identified, the Central Bank has clearly articu-
lated its expectations of lenders to provide appropriate redress and 
compensation to impacted customers in line with prescribed Principles 
for Redress. As the Examination continues to progress, we will contin-
ue to challenge the position a lender has taken in relation to particular 
groups of customers to ensure the fair treatment of tracker mortgage 
customers.Key elements of the Central Bank’s expectations in respect 
of redress and compensation for impacted customers include:- any 
harm is stopped at the earliest possible time after each group of im-
pacted customers is identified;- the interest rates applied to impacted 
customers’ accounts revert to the appropriate tracker interest rate or 
impacted customers are given the opportunity to revert to such a rate 
where relevant;- redress will be provided to impacted customers to re-
turn them to the position they would have been in had lenders’ failures 
not occurred;- reasonable compensation, that reflects the detriment 
suffered by individual customers, is provided;- redress and compensa-
tion is to be paid to impacted customers up front at the point of offer 
and compensation cannot be reduced by virtue of a customer lodging 
an appeal;- an additional payment is to be provided to impacted cus-
tomers at the point of offer to enable them to take independent profes-
sional advice regarding the redress and compensation offers made to 
them; - an independent appeals process is to be established to address 
complaints from customers who are dissatisfied with any aspect of the 
redress and compensation package that they receive from lenders; and- 
lenders will undertake not to raise any time limit defences that may 
otherwise apply if impacted customers make complaints to the Finan-
cial Services Ombudsman (the “FSO”) or initiate proceedings before 
the courts.The Examination Framework also provides that lenders 
should establish an independent appeals process to deal with custom-
ers who are dissatisfied with any aspect of the redress and compensa-
tion offers that they receive from lenders in respect of these matters. 
As the Principles for Redress provide that all redress and compensa-
tion payments are made to customers on an upfront basis, customers 
can accept the redress and compensation offered and still make an 
appeal. In addition, the impacted customer has the option of bringing a 
complaint to the FSO or initiating court proceedings.

02/05/2017WRM01300Tracker Mortgages Examination

02/05/2017WRM01400255. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the options available to those 
affected by the tracker scandal who received their redress some years ago but now feel they 
should be entitled to compensation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19706/17]

02/05/2017WRM01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Tracker Mortgage Examination is 
the largest, most complex and significant supervisory review that the Central Bank has under-
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taken to date in the context of its consumer protection mandate, involving a review of more than 
two million mortgage accounts by lenders.

The Central Bank framework for the Tracker Mortgage Examination requires lenders to 
review all mortgage accounts, including those that have been redeemed, sold or transferred to 
another entity by the lender, together with mortgage accounts where the customer has lost pos-
session of the secured property for any reason (including by way of voluntary and involuntary 
sale). 

The Central Bank also expects that customer accounts reviewed as part of previous tracker 
mortgage related reviews and/or investigations and deemed not impacted as part of those previ-
ous reviews/investigations will be reviewed again in accordance with the Framework.  Howev-
er, the Central Bank does not have the statutory power to set compensation levels or to compel 
lenders to implement redress and compensation programmes in respect of failures that occurred 
prior to the introduction of the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013.

The Central Bank has indicated that where borrowers have queries or complaints on tracker 
related matters they should contact their lender through the formal complaints process. 

Template to accompany requests to the Central Bank for material for replies to PQs, Topical 
Interest Debates (TIDs) and any other briefing that, up to now, went to the Press Office in the 
Bank.

It has been agreed with the Central Bank that this template will be used with effect from 24 
May 2012.

From that date also, there will be a dedicated email address for requests.  Please use instead 
pqs@centralbank.ie.

Department of Finance contact(s) John FitzpatrickLeonard Wall
Contact telephone numbers 01-6045698076-1007682
Contact email address John.fitzpatrick@finance.gov.ie Leonard.

wall@finance.gov.ie
Deputy submitting PQ or TID Pearse Doherty
PQ reference number PQ 19706/17
Date for answer, priority, written or oral Written, 01/05/2017
Deadline time for reply from the Central 
Bank

24/04/17 (11am)

To ask the Minister for Finance the options 
available to those affected by the tracker 
scandal that have received their redress 
some years ago but now feel they should 
be entitled to compensation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.
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Draft reply or material for inclusion in re-
ply. This material to be completed in Word 
in the column opposite to facilitate ‘cut and 
paste’ in D/Finance 

The Tracker Mortgage Examination is 
the largest, most complex and significant 
supervisory review that the Central Bank 
has undertaken to date in the context of its 
consumer protection mandate, involving 
a review of more than two million mort-
gage accounts by lenders. The Framework 
requires lenders to review all mortgage 
accounts, including those that have been 
redeemed, sold or transferred to another 
entity by the lender, together with mort-
gage accounts where the customer has lost 
possession of the secured property for any 
reason (including by way of voluntary and 
involuntary sale).The Central Bank also 
expects that customer accounts reviewed as 
part of previous tracker mortgage related re-
views and/or investigations and deemed not 
impacted as part of those previous reviews/
investigations will be reviewed again in 
accordance with the Framework.The Cen-
tral Bank does not have the statutory power 
to set compensation levels or to compel 
lenders to implement redress and compen-
sation programmes in respect of failures 
that occurred prior to the introduction of 
the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforce-
ment) Act 2013 (the “2013 Act”). Where 
borrowers have queries or complaints on 
tracker related matters, they should contact 
their lender through the formal complaints 
process. 

Note

Any other relevant information e.g. in the case of oral questions, material which the Central 
Bank considers could be used for supplementary questions and for briefing the Minister

Department of Finance/Central Bank

May 2012

02/05/2017WRM01600VAT Rate Application

02/05/2017WRM01700256. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason counselling and 
psychotherapy services are treated differently from services provided by doctors, psychologists 
and psychiatrists in terms of VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19790/17]

02/05/2017WRM01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the VAT 
Consolidation Act 2010 (as amended) provides that professional medical care services recog-
nised as such by the Department of Health and Children are exempt from Value Added Tax.  
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Professional medical care services recognised by the Department of Health and Children 
are generally those medical care services supplied by health professionals who are enrolled, 
registered, regulated, or designated on the appropriate statutory register provided for under the 
relevant legislation in force in the State or equivalent legislation applicable in other countries.  
This includes health professionals registered under the Medical Practitioners Act 2007, the 
Nurses Act 1985 and those engaged in a regulated profession designated under Section 4 of the 
Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005. 

Psychotherapy and counselling services are not recognised as a regulated profession under 
the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 and are therefore precluded from coming 
within the scope of the exemption.  They do, however, benefit from the reduced rate of VAT. 

02/05/2017WRM01900Tracker Mortgages Examination

02/05/2017WRM02000257. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of appeals that 
have been made to the customers appeals panel section relating to a bank (details supplied) in 
view of the tracker mortgage issue; the number which have been fully upheld, partially upheld 
and totally dismissed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19792/17]

02/05/2017WRM02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): PTSB has provided me with the follow-
ing information in response to the Deputy’s question:

“Two appeals panels were established in 2015 as an integral part of the Mortgage Redress 
Programme (MRP) which Permanent TSB Group established to address the issue of 1,372 cus-
tomers who had been impacted by a failure in relation to their mortgage accounts at the Bank 
or at its subsidiary, Springboard Mortgages.

“With the agreement of the Central Bank, the Independent Review Panel (IRP) and the 
Customer Appeals Panel (CAP) were established as independent entities under agreed Terms 
of References.  The IRP was established to hear appeals from impacted customers who had lost 
ownership of the relevant property or who are now/were previously engaged in legal action 
with the Group over their mortgage.  The CAP was established to hear appeals from all other 
impacted customers.  

“The members of the panels include senior independent representatives from the legal and 
accountancy professions.  Members were proposed by Permanent TSB and the Central Bank 
was informed of the identities of the individual members prior to their appointments.  The pan-
els are serviced by a secretariat which is itself independent of the bank.

“Customers bringing an appeal to either of these panels incur no charges for doing so from 
either Permanent TSB or from the panels themselves.  Customers may bring an appeal even 
after accepting any payments made by the Bank in respect of the issue with no impact on their 
appeal what-so-ever.  Customers who are unhappy with the outcome of the appeal are still en-
titled to pursue the matter to the Financial Service Ombudsman and/or the Courts.

“These appeal panels offer a reasonable, fast and cost free method for impacted customers 
to appeal the redress proposals set out by the Bank.  Importantly the redress proposals may be 
appealed even though the customer has accepted the amounts offered.  Taking an appeal to these 
panels does not limit the customer’s ability to appeal the matter further including to the Courts.

“To date appeals have been submitted to these panels in respect of just 20% of eligible cases 
(i.e. in respect of 273 accounts of the total population of 1,372 accounts).  It should be noted 
that despite the Bank giving a full 12 months for customers to decide whether to appeal to these 
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panels or not, 59 appeals (including 50 from one individual financial advisor) were submitted 
after the 12 month deadline had expired.  Nevertheless, the panel in question reviewed the mer-
its of each appeal and decided in all cases to allow them to be processed despite being outside 
the permitted time limit.

“The table details the outcome of appeals submitted.  It is supplied by the Independent Sec-
retariat which supports the panels.”

As at 24th April CAP IRP Total
Total appeals sub-
mitted

231 42 273

Returned as  incom-
plete

4 4 8

Referred from  CAP 
to IRP

(7) 7 -

Currently in  prog-
ress

37 18 55

Decided to date 183 27 210
Successful 4 10 14
Partly successful 24 17 41
Not successful 155 - 155

02/05/2017WRM02200Tax Code

02/05/2017WRM02300258. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance the consultation his 
Department has had with his counterparts in the UK in respect of the sugar sweetened drinks 
tax; if his attention has been drawn to recent announcements in the UK that revenues from the 
UK soft drinks industry levy are to be ring-fenced for a healthy pupils capital programme; if it 
will be possible to ring-fence some of the funding generated by the tax for specific purposes; if 
he has given consideration to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19824/17]

02/05/2017WRM02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As outlined in Budget 2017, it is my 
intention to introduce a tax on sugar-sweetened drinks in April 2018, which will coincide with 
the introduction of a similar tax in the UK at that time.  Officials from my Department are in 
contact with their UK counterparts to ensure, once introduced, the tax operates efficiently, fairly 
and effectively.  

In general I am opposed to ring-fencing revenues, as it reduces the flexibility of the Govern-
ment to prioritise and allocate funds as necessary at a particular time.  This constrains expendi-
ture decisions and can distort the allocation of resources resulting in reduced value for money 
and sub-optimal outcomes.  Accordingly, I do not intend to hypothecate sugar-sweetened drinks 
tax receipts.

02/05/2017WRM02500Motor Insurance Coverage

02/05/2017WRM02600259. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to situations in which, when applying for insurance, a driver’s experience is not taken 
into account in circumstances in which the person was a named driver for a number of years but 
has spent time abroad in intervening years; the rationale for the support of this practice; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19849/17]
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02/05/2017WRM02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the 
pricing level that they should apply to particular categories of individuals.

I am advised that insurers use a combination of rating factors in making their individual 
decisions on whether to offer cover and what terms to apply.  These terms can include the 
driving experience of the driver, as well as the type and age of car, the age, claims record and 
penalty points of the driver, the number of drivers, how the car is used, etc.  My understanding 
is that insurers do not all use the same combination of rating factors, and as a result prices and 
availability of cover varies across the market. In addition, insurance companies will price in 
accordance with their own past claims experience.  

However, I do accept that it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise the 
market and deal with factors contributing to the cost of insurance.  Consequently, I established 
the Cost of Insurance Working Group and appointed Minister of State Eoghan Murphy as Chair.  
The Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was published in January 2017.  It contains 33 rec-
ommendations and 71 actions which are detailed in an action plan contained in the Report with 
agreed timelines for implementation. 

My attention has been drawn to the difficulties faced by drivers who have spent time abroad 
and subsequently lose recognition for previous driving experience.  In order to tackle this issue, 
the Report recommends that a standard protocol be put in place for insurance companies in or-
der to ensure a greater consistency of treatment for returning emigrants.  By the second quarter 
of this year, insurers are to implement policies to accept driver experience from abroad when a 
person has previous driving experience in Ireland and is coming from a country that drives on 
the left side of the road (e.g. UK), and take full account of the experience in that country and 
previous relevant Irish experience when pricing policy.  By the end of the year, this protocol 
is to be extended to take appropriate account of driving experience gained in countries which 
drive on the right hand side of the road.  My Department is working with Insurance Ireland to 
ensure that these actions are implemented by the deadlines set down in the Report.

Finally, the Deputy should note that Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information 
Service for those who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  
Insurance Ireland can be contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.  

02/05/2017WRM02800Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRM02900260. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of the 
reintroduction of border posts along the Border with Northern Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19890/17]

02/05/2017WRM03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s headline priorities in 
response to Brexit are well known – minimising the impact on trade and the economy; protect-
ing the Northern Ireland Peace Process; maintaining the Common Travel Area; and influencing 
the future of the European Union.  It is quite clear that there are major challenges ahead, for the 
EU, the UK and for Ireland.
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The position in relation to the border with Northern Ireland in the context of Brexit is very 
clear and has been articulated by the Taoiseach on several occasions and again by Government 
on the triggering of Article 50.  Continued freedom of movement, absence of a hard border, and 
minimal impact on business and trade are key objectives.  The Government is clear that any 
manifestation of a hard border would have very negative consequences.  A key priority is to 
ensure the continued free flow of trade on the island and the need to avoid a hard border. Clearly 
in this regard the closer the trading relationship between the UK and EU is more generally the 
better. 

My Department has been preparing for the impact of Brexit since well before the referen-
dum on 23 June 2016, with this work now intensified.  The primary areas for the Department 
of Finance relate to the economic and financial sector implications stemming from Brexit.  This 
work is being undertaken within the whole-of-Government framework established by the De-
partment of the Taoiseach.

The acknowledgement of the unique circumstances on the island of Ireland, the need to 
protect the Peace Process and the Good Friday Agreement, and the need to avoid a hard bor-
der within the Article 50 negotiating guidelines approved at the European Council meeting on 
29 April has been the result of a major Government campaign to ensure our specific concerns 
are fully recognised.  The precise arrangements that will apply after Brexit will depend on the 
outcome of negotiations between the EU and UK that will now take place following formal 
notification under Article 50.  It is not helpful to pre-empt any particular outcome at this early 
stage of the process.

02/05/2017WRM03100Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRM03200261. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff with-
in the Revenue Commissioners tasked with Brexit-related matters; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19891/17]

02/05/2017WRM03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that they, 
like all Government Departments, have a dedicated Brexit Unit headed by an Assistant Secre-
tary.  As the issues arising from Brexit involve many areas of Revenue’s work, the role of the 
dedicated Brexit Unit (currently 9 full-time equivalents) is to draw together the expertise from 
relevant specialist areas and provide advice for Government, while working closely with the 
Department of Finance and within the interdepartmental structures which have been established 
by the Department of the Taoiseach.  Support for the Brexit Unit also involves significant input 
from areas such as information technology, legislation, international relations, customs, tax and 
statistics.  The Board and Management Committee receive a monthly briefing, and are individu-
ally involved in strategic issues.

It is not possible to give an accurate assessment of the full-time equivalent number of per-
sons engaged at any time, but it is the case that the Brexit Unit is at the centre of a major organi-
sation-wide effort to contribute to the protection of Ireland’s interests in the Brexit negotiations 
and to prepare Revenue to manage the implications arising.  The present full-time resource is 
sufficient for the exploration of possible Brexit scenarios.  As more certainty emerges about the 
likely timescale and arrangements for Brexit, related work will absorb an increasing amount of 
Revenue’s resources, and new resources will be deployed as required. 

02/05/2017WRM03400Interest Rates
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02/05/2017WRM03500262. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his Department’s cur-
rent assessment of future likely developments in interest rates during 2017 and 2018 and of the 
likely impacts on the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19907/17]

02/05/2017WRM03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The primary objective of the European 
Central Bank (ECB) is to maintain price stability within the euro area by implementing mon-
etary policy which is consistent with an inflation rate of below, but close to, 2 per cent over the 
medium term.  As part of this mandate, in accordance with Article 127(2) of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, the ECB has the sole responsibility for the definition and 
implementation of monetary policy within the European Union. 

In the face of weak inflation dynamics across the Eurozone in recent years, the ECB has 
maintained an accommodative interest rate position of close to, and in some cases below, the 
zero bound on its three key interest rates.  In its most recent monetary policy decision of April 
27th 2017, the ECB Governing Council (GC) maintained these key interest rates at the levels 
which have been in operation since March of 2016. 

Following the April 2017 meeting, the ECB GC also reaffirmed its expectation that its key 
interest rates will remain at present or lower levels for an extended period of time, and well 
past the horizon of its Expanded Asset Purchase Programme (i.e. QE), which is scheduled to 
continue until the end of December 2017 at the earliest, or until a sustained adjustment in the 
path of inflation consistent with the stated aim of the ECB is observed.

In the recently published Stability Programme Update for 2017, the Department of Finance 
provided estimates of the impact of a 1 percentage point increase in the main ECB interest rate 
(i.e. main refinancing operations) on a range of economic indicators over the period from 2017 
to 2021.  Based on this analysis, such an increase would lead to Irish output being 1.3 per cent 
below the “no interest rate change” baseline forecast by 2018 and unemployment being 0.3 
percentage points higher than baseline over the same time horizon.

02/05/2017WRM03700Tax Data

02/05/2017WRM03800263. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commission-
ers publish the figures for uncollected income tax for each previous year and the total amount 
written off to date by each year; if so, the location this information can be found; if it is subject 
to audit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19909/17]

02/05/2017WRM03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The total amounts of tax written out 
each year are documented in Revenue’s Annual Report.  For the Deputy’s information the vari-
ous Annual Reports are available on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/
publications/annual-reports.html.

The details of tax written out each year are provided to the Comptroller & Auditor General 
for examination and are also examined internally by Revenue’s own Internal Audit Unit.  To 
ensure full transparency of the internal audit function, the Unit is overseen by Revenue’s Audit 
Committee, which mainly comprises of non-Revenue personnel, including its chairperson.

For the years 2014, 2015 and 2016, Revenue wrote out amounts totalling €228m, €170m and 
€211m respectively.  The Income Tax element of the overall amounts was €40.95m, €25.26m 
and €42.85m.  These figures should be viewed in the context of net collection amounts of 
€41.4Bn, €45.79Bn and €47.97Bn.
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02/05/2017WRM04000Vehicle Registration

02/05/2017WRM04100264. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance his views on the impact the 
recent opinion of the Advocate General of the European Court of Justice in a case (details sup-
plied) will have on the issue of vehicle registration tax; the implications for persons here driving 
borrowed vehicles from Northern Ireland on a short-term basis and persons driving leased ve-
hicles from another jurisdiction for the purpose of their employment; his plans for the recovery 
of part of the vehicle registration tax that may have been paid; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19930/17]

02/05/2017WRM04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I would like to clarify the back-
ground.  The EU Commission have purported that Ireland has not fulfilled its obligations under 
Article 56 (freedom to provide services) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union due to the Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) treatment of vehicles that are brought into the 
State on a temporary basis.

The Case was heard in the Grand Chamber of the Court of Justice of the European Union on 
the 22 November 2016.  The Court has not given its ruling yet. However, the Advocate General 
delivered his opinion on the Case on 2 March 2017.  In his opinion the Advocate General pro-
posed that the Court should find that the action brought by the Commission was well founded.

However, I must strongly emphasise that the Advocate General’s Opinion is not binding on 
the Court of Justice.  It is the role of the Advocates General to propose to the Court, in com-
plete independence, a legal solution to the cases for which they are responsible.  The Judges of 
the Court now begin their deliberations in this case and judgment will be given at a later date- 
normally in 2 to 3 months. In cases such as this it is not exceptional the Court take a different 
position to the Advocate General.

I do not intend to speculate on implications of the Court judgment in advance of the delivery 
of the judgment. 

02/05/2017WRM04300Insurance Industry

02/05/2017WRM04400265. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance when the recommendations in the 
insurance report will have an effect on insurance premiums in 2017. [19952/17]

02/05/2017WRM04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Cost of Insurance Working Group, 
chaired by Minister of State Eoghan Murphy T.D., finalised its Report on the Cost of Motor 
Insurance in December 2016 and it was published on 10 January 2017.  The Report makes 33 
recommendations with 71 associated actions to be carried out in agreed timeframes, which are 
set out in an Action Plan.

Work is ongoing on the implementation of the recommendations by the relevant Govern-
ment Departments and Agencies with the 71 action points due to be implemented by the end of 
2018 and 45 scheduled for completion by the end of this year.

There is a commitment within the Report that the Working Group will prepare quarterly 
reports on its progress and my Department will publish the first report on the implementation 
of the recommendations in the next week or two.  This report will provide an update on the 
progress to date on the overall implementation of the Report, with a particular focus on action 
points due for completion in the first quarter of 2017.  This update will cover actions such as 
the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission in January and the issuing of a key ag-



Questions - Written Answers

264

gregated metrics template to insurance undertakings for completion. 

There is no simple or single solution to the problem of increasing insurance prices.  How-
ever, it is envisaged that the implementation of all the recommendations cumulatively, with 
the appropriate levels of commitment and cooperation from all relevant stakeholders, should 
achieve the objective of delivering fairer premiums for consumers.  This in turn should lead to 
greater stability in the pricing of motor insurance and help prevent the volatility that we have 
seen in the market in the past.  It should also better facilitate potential new entrants to the mar-
ket.

02/05/2017WRM04600Tax Rebates

02/05/2017WRM04700266. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost of increasing 
the rebate under the Med 1 scheme from 20% to 25%, 30% and 33.5%; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19956/17]

02/05/2017WRM04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that the cost 
of claims for tax relief on health expenses to 2014, the most recent tax year for which data are 
currently available, is located on the Revenue Commissioners’ webpage at http://www.revenue.
ie/en/about/statistics/costs-expenditures.html.  Updates will be published in due course.

On the basis of the cost to the Exchequer in 2014 of €145.9m, it is estimated that the ad-
ditional cost of increasing the rate of relief available in respect of health expenses from 20% to 
25%, 30% and 33.5% would be in the order of €29m, €58m and €79m respectively.  This cost-
ing is based on the premise that the current provision granting relief due for Nursing Home fees 
at the taxpayer’s highest rate of Income Tax would continue to apply and that relief for all other 
health expenses would be granted at the respective rates suggested by the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRN00200Motor Insurance

02/05/2017WRN00300267. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the false figures for the number of Garda breath tests having had an impact on the ris-
ing cost of car insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20004/17]

02/05/2017WRN00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware of the recent public revela-
tion that the number of roadside drink-driving breathalyser tests undertaken nationally between 
2011 and early 2016 has been exaggerated by An Garda Síochána.  However, I am not aware of 
any evidence that shows these exaggerated numbers have had an impact on the increases that 
have been seen in the general cost of motor insurance.  Indeed, since the revelation has been 
made public, CSO figures show that motor insurance costs have levelled month on month since 
the start of this year.

As part of a Inter-Departmental review of policy in the insurance sector, I established the 
Cost of Insurance Working Group, chaired by Minister of State Eoghan Murphy T.D.  Its re-
cent report on the cost of motor insurance found that the recent increases in motor insurance 
premiums were due to a number of factors including a cross-industry re-balancing process fol-
lowing a period when premiums were widely under-priced, growth in the frequency and cost 
of settling claims, and a significant rise in the levels of reserves set aside for claims expected to 
be paid in the future.  For more information on this matter the Deputy should review Chapter 3 
of the Report see the following link.    http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/170110%20
Report%20on%20the%20Cost%20of%20Motor%20Insurance%202017.pdf.
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02/05/2017WRN00500Motor Insurance

02/05/2017WRN00600268. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the case of a 
person (details supplied); his plans to help persons with the rising cost of motor insurance; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20019/17]

02/05/2017WRN00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to review individual cases nor to direct 
insurance companies as to the pricing level that they should apply to particular categories of 
individuals.  

However, I do accept that it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise the 
market and deal with factors contributing to the cost of insurance.  Consequently, I established 
the Cost of Insurance Working Group and appointed Minister of State Eoghan Murphy as Chair.  
The Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was published in January 2017.  It contains 33 rec-
ommendations and 71 actions which are detailed in an action plan contained in the Report with 
agreed timelines for implementation. 

Finally, the Deputy should note that Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information 
Service for those who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  
Insurance Ireland can be contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914. 

02/05/2017WRN00800Road Tolls

02/05/2017WRN00900269. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider provid-
ing an annual rebate, similar to the Med 1, on toll fees paid by persons commuting to and from 
work; the estimated cost to the Exchequer of a 20% rebate; his views on whether the cumula-
tive effect of tolling on certain routes is anti-competitive and anti-worker; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20049/17]

02/05/2017WRN01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Employees may claim a tax deduction 
in respect of (a) the cost of travelling expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of the 
duties of their employment or office; and (b) the cost of other expenses incurred wholly, exclu-
sively and necessarily in the performance of the duties of their employment.  However, these 
deductions do not ordinarily include the cost of travelling to and from a principal place of work.

In order to encourage the uptake of more sustainable and environmentally friendly transport 
options the Deputy may wish to note that persons commuting to work can already avail of the 
TaxSaver scheme in respect of public transport and the cycle to work scheme.

While I appreciate that some people are using cars to travel long distances to their principal 
place of employment, ultimately it is a matter for individuals to choose the transport option that 
works best for them, taking into account the tax advantages available where they choose the 
aforementioned options.

Given the information provided by the Deputy, and on the assumption that he is proposing 
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a rebate of income tax paid, it is not possible to provide a cost for his proposal.  Notwithstand-
ing the above, the Deputy appears to be suggesting a broad based relief rather than a targeted 
tax incentive.  In this regard, I would draw the attention of the Deputy to the tax expenditure 
guidelines issued by my Department, which stipulate that “the key rationale for Government 
intervention in a market...by way of a tax expenditure...should be the existence of a market fail-
ure” and that a tax-based incentive should be more efficient than a direct expenditure measure.  
A measure such as the one proposed by the deputy does not appear to address a clear market 
failure in circumstances where alternative taxation based measures are already available.

02/05/2017WRN01100Motor Insurance Regulation

02/05/2017WRN01200270. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the timeline for the imple-
mentation of the recommendations to reduce motor insurance premiums; the measures which 
have been implemented to date; the priority of implementation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20050/17]

02/05/2017WRN01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Cost of Insurance Working Group, 
chaired by Minister of State Eoghan Murphy T.D., finalised its Report on the Cost of Motor 
Insurance in December 2016 and it was published on 10 January 2017.  The Report makes 33 
recommendations with 71 associated actions to be carried out in agreed timeframes, which are 
clearly set out in an Action Plan. 45 of these action points are due to be implemented by the end 
of this year with the remainder scheduled for completion before the conclusion of 2018.

Substantial work has already taken place on the implementation of the recommendations by 
the relevant Government Departments and Agencies.  Examples of completed actions include 
the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission in January and the issuing of a key ag-
gregated metrics template to insurance undertakings for completion.  There is a commitment 
within the Report that the Working Group will prepare quarterly reports on its progress and my 
Department will publish the first report on the implementation of the recommendations in the 
coming weeks.  This report will provide an update on the progress to date on the overall imple-
mentation of the Report, with a particular focus on action points which were due for completion 
in the first quarter of 2017. 

Meeting the objective of delivering fairer premiums for consumers without unnecessary 
delay requires the cooperation and commitment of all relevant bodies and stakeholders.  While 
each Department and Agency has its own set of priorities, my Department has continued to 
work closely with all of the bodies involved, as well as the insurance industry itself, since the 
publication of the Report to ensure that all the recommendations are implemented in a timely 
fashion.  The increase in the cost of insurance is a major concern for the Government and as a 
result, the implementation of the recommendations of the Report of the Cost of Motor Insur-
ance is a priority for it.

02/05/2017WRN01400NAMA Assets Sale

02/05/2017WRN01500271. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the sales process engaged in by 
NAMA in respect of Project Nantes; if the process was an open and competitive process; the 
number of bidders or potential bidders that were involved in different stages in the process; if a 
restricted number of parties were invited to make offers; the actual number of parties that were 
invited to make a bid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20055/17]

02/05/2017WRN01600272. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the sales process engaged in by 
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NAMA in respect of Project Aspen; if the process was an open and competitive process; the 
number of bidders or potential bidders that were involved in different stages in the process; if a 
restricted number of parties were invited to make offers; the actual number of parties that were 
invited to make a bid; and if vendor financing was provided; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20056/17]

02/05/2017WRN01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 271 
and 272 together.

The Deputy will be aware that Section 9 of the NAMA Act provides that NAMA is inde-
pendent in the performance of its functions and that, under Section 10 of the Act, its primary 
objective is to obtain the best achievable financial return for the State from its acquired loan 
portfolio.  In this regard, I am advised that NAMA is confident it upheld its mandate on both of 
these transactions.

I am advised by NAMA that the marketing process for the Project Aspen loan portfolio 
began in January 2013 when NAMA’s loan sale adviser, Eastdil Secured, approached some 90 
prospective investors.  29 prospective investors signed non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) and 
were provided with access to due diligence material relating to the portfolio.  I am advised that 
14 investors submitted first round offers by the deadline of 25 February 2013.

I am further advised that NAMA, acting on the advice of its loan sale adviser, agreed that the 
top three credible bidders be invited to a second round of bidding and that they be provided with 
access to a detailed electronic data room.  I am advised by NAMA that two of the short-listed 
bidders submitted second round offers by the deadline of 2 April 2013 and that, on the advice 
of its loan sale adviser, NAMA entered into exclusive discussions with Starwood Capital Group 
which had submitted the highest bid after an open, transparent and competitive sales process.  

I am advised that, on 2 May 2013, NAMA and Starwood Capital Group announced a joint 
venture relating to the sale of the Project Aspen portfolio.  Under the terms of the agreement, 
NAMA sold the loan portfolio to the new joint venture entity, which was 20% owned by NAMA 
and 80% owned by a consortium led by Starwood.  I am further advised that NAMA provided a 
senior secured loan (vendor finance) to the joint venture with an initial loan to value of less than 
60%.  The loan carried a commercial rate of interest and has since been repaid. 

With regard to the Deputy’s almost identical question on Project Nantes, I am advised that 
this transaction was in fact a debt refinancing transaction.  Under sections 99 and 202 of the 
NAMA Act, NAMA is legally prohibited from disclosing information relating to its debtors or 
the assets securing their loans and, accordingly, NAMA is not in a position to disclose any ad-
ditional information in relation to this transaction.

02/05/2017WRN01800NAMA Staff Data

02/05/2017WRN01900273. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the number of NAMA staff who 
have taken voluntary redundancies in each of the years from 2010 to 2016 and to date in 2017, 
in tabular form; the cost associated with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20057/17]

02/05/2017WRN02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As set out in my Department’s Sec-
tion 227 Review of NAMA in July 2014, the ability of NAMA to obtain the best achievable 
financial return for the State is heavily dependent on its retention of expertise.  That view has 
been strongly endorsed by the NAMA Board.  Given that, I agreed with the NAMA Board in 
the context of NAMA’s accelerated senior debt redemption target and its ancillary residential 
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and commercial development funding activities, that a redundancy programme reflecting public 
sector norms and also comprising a retention payment element would be introduced to enable 
NAMA to retain key staff.

Retention payments are only made where staff are departing the organisation under the 
Agency’s redundancy programme.  The retention payment for individual staff is dependent on 
NAMA achieving its targets and on satisfactory individual performance ratings.  Redundancy 
dates are not “voluntary” in the ordinary sense as such dates are pre-agreed with staff as part of 
NAMA’s wind down strategy.  Payment will only be made if the staff member was retained and 
did not leave the organisation until the pre-agreed date.

I am advised by NAMA that since the redundancy and retention scheme was approved by 
the NAMA Board in late 2015, a total of 91 members of staff assigned to NAMA have been 
approved for the scheme. 

As set out in previous responses to the Dáil, most recently Dáil Question 131 of 31 January 
2017, the redundancy element is in keeping with established public sector norms; that is, two 
weeks statutory pay per year of service, capped at €600 per week, plus three additional weeks 
of base salary per year of service with an overall cap of two years base salary.  

NAMA has also advised that the retention portion of the scheme is being implemented in 
line with the stipulated parameters, which I agreed with the NAMA Chairman in March 2015, 
regarding the quantum of any payment under the scheme, the timing of any such payment and 
employee eligibility under the scheme.  The underlying objective of the scheme is to help safe-
guard NAMA’s performance in line with an orderly wind-down plan. 

Year Number of employees who 
exited

Cost

2010 0 -
2011 0 -
2012 0 -
2013 0 -
2014 0 -
2015 0 -
2016 50 €3.6 million
2017 41* €3.9 million*
*the 2017 programme has not yet been finalised as employees continue to exit throughout 

2017. To date, 6 employees have left.  The above cost is an accrual amount only and will be 
reflected in the 2016 financial statements.

02/05/2017WRN02100Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

02/05/2017WRN02200274. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will expand the range of 
ailments and the degree of disability in order to qualify for the primary medical certificate for 
automobile purchase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20078/17]

02/05/2017WRN02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT, up to a certain limit, 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 
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To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate.  To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions: 

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs; 

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs; 

- be without both hands or without both arms; 

- be without one or both legs; 

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg; 

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria.  A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required under the Regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Scheme.  An 
unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the 
individual.  The Regulations mandate that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the 
exercise of its functions to ensure the integrity of its clinical determinations.

The criteria to qualify for the Scheme are necessarily precise and specific.  After six months 
a citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and fuel grant provided for members of the Scheme, the Scheme represented 
a cost of €65.1 million in 2016.  This does not include the revenue foregone to the Local Gov-
ernment Fund in the respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities and that the relief has been maintained at current levels throughout the cri-
sis despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation.  From time to time I receive rep-
resentations from individuals who feel they would benefit from the Scheme but do not qualify 
under the six criteria.  While I have sympathy for these cases, given the scale and scope of the 
Scheme, I have no plans to expand the medical criteria beyond the six currently provided for in 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

02/05/2017WRN02400NAMA Transactions

02/05/2017WRN02500275. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the number of transactions 
completed by NAMA which involved vendor finance; the names of the companies in receipt of 
vendor finance; the names of the loan asset sales involved; the individual cost of each vendor 
finance initiative, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20155/17]

02/05/2017WRN02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that the Agen-
cy has, to date, advanced a total of €384m in eight vendor finance transactions involving the 
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sale of commercial property securing its loans.  I am advised that four of the loans have now 
been repaid in full and that the four remaining loans have an outstanding principal balance 
of €228.5m as at end-2016.  Under sections 99 and 202 of the NAMA Act, NAMA is prohibited 
from disclosing information relating to its debtors or the assets securing their loans and, ac-
cordingly, NAMA is not in a position to disclose detailed commercially sensitive information 
in relation to individual vendor finance transactions.

The vendor finance initiative was introduced by NAMA in 2012 as one of a range of mea-
sures to encourage investment in Irish property at a time when there were few transactions in 
the market and when there was limited finance available.  

The Deputy will be aware that Irish market conditions have improved significantly since 
2013.  This reflects the impact of Ireland’s exit from the Troika programme in late 2013, the 
major recovery in the Irish economy over recent years, the significant levels of investment in 
Irish assets by international and domestic investors and by Irish REITs and the increased access 
to capital that has been provided by international and domestic debt providers.

02/05/2017WRN02700Tax Avoidance

02/05/2017WRN02800276. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of declarations 
received by the Revenue Commissioners following the enactment of section 56 of the Finance 
Act 2016, by source of income and or asset previously undeclared, in tabular form. [20234/17]

02/05/2017WRN02900277. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the tax, interest and penalties 
received by the Revenue Commissioners following the enactment of section 56 of the Finance 
Act 2016, by source of income and or asset previously undeclared, in tabular form. [20235/17]

02/05/2017WRN03000278. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of criminal pros-
ecutions likely to arise following the implementation of section 56 of the Finance Act 2016 
and the failure by persons to bring their affairs up to date by 1 May 2017; if he will allocate 
additional resources to the Revenue Commissioners to ensure that all persons who have failed 
to bring their affairs up to date are prosecuted following the precedent set in a case (details sup-
plied); and if prosecutions will be given the highest priority. [20236/17]

02/05/2017WRN03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 276 to 
278, inclusive, together.

In my Financial Statement to the House on 11 October 2016 I indicated that I would act to 
restrict the opportunity for offshore defaulters to use the voluntary disclosure regime with ef-
fect from May 2017.  In line with this undertaking, section 56 of the Finance Act 2016 provides 
that, as and from following the voluntary disclosure deadline date, the making of a qualifying 
disclosure will not be permitted where the tax liabilities involved relate to offshore matters.  
These matters include accounts held, property situated in, or income or gains arising or accruing 
in, a country or territory other than the State. Anybody who has tax liabilities of that kind and 
who has not acted to address them before the deadline faces the prospect of substantially higher 
penalties, publication in the Quarterly List of Tax Defaulters and possible prosecution.

I am advised by Revenue that, as at 26 April, 532 disclosures relating to offshore matters 
had been received since 11 October 2016, resulting in payments to Revenue of €13.6 million.  
12 of those disclosures, giving rise to payments of €231,543, were received between 11 October 
2016 and the enactment of the Finance Act 2016 on 25 December 2016.

I am advised also that, because the deadline of 30 April for making a qualifying disclosure 
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relating to an offshore matter falls on the Sunday of a public holiday weekend, Revenue have 
decided to extend the period during which they will accept such disclosures until 5.30pm on 
Thursday 4 May 2017. 

A full analysis of disclosures received will be undertaken by Revenue after the deadline for 
receiving them has passed, and information about them and the related payments received will 
be made available when that work has been completed.

The international environment is changing, with closer cooperation and information-sharing 
between tax authorities worldwide aimed at identifying those who seek to hide their profits 
or gains offshore.  Revenue is at the forefront of international developments for Automatic 
Exchange of Information, which include the OECD’s Common Reporting Standard, the EU’s 
Directive on Administrative Cooperation and the US Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act 
initiative.  These initiatives will provide Revenue with considerable amounts of data about off-
shore accounts, structures and assets, and Revenue has advised me that they are committed to 
making full and effective use of this information to pursue rigorously anyone who attempts to 
use such means to evade their tax obligations.  I am advised also that cases will be investigated 
with a view to prosecution where the facts and circumstances warrant such a course of action.

02/05/2017WRN03500VAT Yield

02/05/2017WRN03600279. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the amount of VAT received by 
the Revenue Commissioners in respect of electronic services provided to unregistered custom-
ers resident in other EU states under headings (details supplied); the reason the total amount 
is included in Exchequer return, rather than being placed in an escrow account before being 
remitted as he had indicated with regard to a case (details supplied); and the reason no detailed 
analysis of these VAT payments was included in the monthly publications of Exchequer returns. 
[20237/17]

02/05/2017WRN03700280. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the expected gain to the exche-
quer in 2017 and 2018 arising out of the right to retain a proportion of the VAT paid on certain 
services provided to unregistered customers in other member states; and the way the loss of this 
money will be made up from 2019 onwards. [20238/17]

02/05/2017WRN03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 279 
and 280 together.

On 1 January 2015 new EU VAT rules came into effect changing the place where VAT is 
chargeable in respect of all supplies of telecommunications, broadcasting and electronic (TBE) 
services to consumers.  VAT on these services is now chargeable where the consumer is located 
instead of where the supplier is located.  This ensures that the VAT goes to the Member State 
where the services are used and it removes the incentive for these businesses to locate them-
selves in low-VAT rate Member States. 

As a result of the change, EU and non-EU businesses are required to register and account for 
VAT in every Member State in which they supply TBE services to consumers or, alternatively, 
to avail of the optional special scheme known as the Mini One Stop Shop (MOSS).  MOSS is 
a simplification scheme that allows a business engaged in TBE supplies to register in a single 
Member State, to file a single quarterly return and pay its VAT liability for all Member States 
through a web portal in the Member State of registration.  This enables suppliers to avoid hav-
ing to register and account for VAT in all the Member States to which they make TBE supplies.  
Transitional rules for the period 2015-2018 provide that the Member State of registration may 
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retain a percentage of the VAT collected for other Member States, with the retention percentage 
being 30% in 2015 and 2016 and 15% for 2017 and 2018.  Therefore the final retention fee pay-
ment in respect to VAT retained by Ireland from VAT revenues collected in respect of supplies 
to other Member States through the MOSS system for 2018 will be received in Quarter 1 2019.

Regarding Question 20237-17, I am informed by Revenue that the amount of VAT received 
between January and March 2017 in respect of electronic services provided to customers resi-
dent in other EU Member States is provided in the table.  

As the majority of MOSS returns and payments are received on a quarterly basis in the fol-
lowing month where the quarterly period has ended, the amounts collected under the MOSS 
system in April 2017 is not available at this time. 

The total VAT collected by Revenue on behalf of other Member States in respect of supplies 
to the MOSS system is not included in the Exchequer Returns as Ireland is only entitled to re-
tain a percentage of this VAT according to the EU VAT rules. Ireland’s retention fee for Quarter 
1 2017 will be included in the Exchequer Returns for May 2017.

As regards Question 20238-17, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that it is 
difficult to reliably estimate the amount of VAT retained by Ireland for 2017 and 2018 because 
business models can change and businesses can opt out of the MOSS system and register for 
VAT locally in other Member States.  Based on trends so far this year, the amount retained by 
Ireland could be around €240 million in 2017.  However, it is too soon to know whether this 
pattern will continue.

Month Country Amount Re-
ceived (€m)

Amount Re-
tained (€m)

Amount Due 
(€m)

Jan AT 7.0 0.0 0.0
Jan BE 8.7 0.0 0.0
Jan BG 0.5 0.0 0.0
Jan CY 0.3 0.0 0.0
Jan CZ 2.2 0.0 0.0
Jan DE 61.5 0.0 0.1
Jan DK 12.5 0.0 0.0
Jan EE 0.3 0.0 0.0
Jan EL 2.3 0.0 0.0
Jan ES 15.2 0.0 0.0
Jan FI 4.1 0.0 0.0
Jan FR 48.0 0.0 0.1
Jan GB 113.4 0.1 0.3
Jan HR 0.6 0.0 0.0
Jan HU 1.8 0.0 0.0
Jan IT 21.6 0.0 0.0
Jan LT 0.4 0.0 0.0
Jan LU 0.3 0.0 0.0
Jan LV 0.4 0.0 0.0
Jan MT 0.2 0.0 0.0
Jan NL 14.7 0.0 0.0
Jan PL 4.1 0.0 0.0
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Month Country Amount Re-
ceived (€m)

Amount Re-
tained (€m)

Amount Due 
(€m)

Jan PT 2.3 0.0 0.0
Jan RO 1.4 0.0 0.0
Jan SE 16.4 0.0 0.0
Jan SI 0.3 0.0 0.0
Jan SK 0.8 0.0 0.0
Jan Total 341.3 0.2 0.6
 Feb AT 0.0 2.0 5.0
Feb BE 0.0 2.5 6.2
Feb BG 0.0 0.2 0.4
Feb CY 0.0 0.1 0.2
Feb CZ 0.0 0.6 1.6
Feb DE 0.1 17.5 44.0
Feb DK 0.0 3.7 8.9
Feb EE 0.0 0.1 0.2
Feb EL 0.0 0.7 1.6
Feb ES 0.0 4.4 10.8
Feb FI 0.0 1.2 2.9
Feb FR 0.2 13.9 34.1
Feb GB 0.1 32.2 81.1
Feb HR 0.0 0.2 0.4
Feb HU 0.0 0.5 1.3
Feb IT 0.0 6.3 15.3
Feb LT 0.0 0.1 0.3
Feb LU 0.0 0.1 0.2
Feb LV 0.0 0.1 0.3
Feb MT 0.0 0.1 0.2
Feb NL 0.1 4.2 10.4
Feb PL 0.0 1.2 2.9
Feb PT 0.0 0.7 1.7
Feb RO 0.0 0.4 1.0
Feb SE 0.0 4.8 11.6
Feb SI 0.0 0.1 0.2
Feb SK 0.0 0.2 0.6
Feb Total 0.5 97.9 243.4
Mar AT 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar BE 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar BG 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar CY 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar CZ 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar DE 0.2 0.0 0.1
Mar DK 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar EE 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar EL 0.0 0.0 0.0



Questions - Written Answers

274

Month Country Amount Re-
ceived (€m)

Amount Re-
tained (€m)

Amount Due 
(€m)

Mar ES 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar FI 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar FR 0.1 0.0 0.2
Mar GB 0.3 0.0 0.0
Mar HR 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar HU 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar IT 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar LT 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar LU 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar LV 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar MT 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar NL 0.0 0.0 0.1
Mar PL 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar PT 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar RO 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar SE 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar SI 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar SK 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mar Total 0.9 0.0 0.5

02/05/2017WRN03900Tax Code

02/05/2017WRN04000281. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance the progress being made on the 
commitment in the programme for Government to introduce a new tax on sugar sweetened 
drinks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20287/17]

02/05/2017WRN04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As outlined in Budget 2017, I intend to 
introduce a tax on sugar sweetened drink in April 2018 which will coincide with the introduc-
tion of a similar tax in the UK.  

A public consultation process opened on Budget night seeking the views of interested par-
ties on the make up of the tax which ran until 3rd January 2017.  Some 30 submissions were 
received, all of which are being considered and are also available to view on my Department’s 
website together with the public consultation document.  

An implementation team, made up of officials from Revenue and my Department, con-
tinue to progress the development of the tax.  The implementation team has ongoing engage-
ment with stakeholders, including representatives of the soft drinks industry, and I expect fur-
ther details around the tax to be announced as part of Budget 2018.

02/05/2017WRN04200Bank Branch Closures

02/05/2017WRN04300282. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he has received an update 
from a bank (details supplied) regarding its recent branch closures; the number of redundancies 
there have been in Arva, Cootehill and Carrickmacross; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20337/17]
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02/05/2017WRN04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly I note with regret that Ulster 
Bank is closing a significant number of branches with considerable negative impacts on both 
staff and customers alike.  As you would be aware redundancies are a matter for my colleague, 
the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  I fully appreciate that the decision taken by 
the bank will be keenly felt in the locations concerned, both by staff and customers.  It is my 
understanding that the bank has been consulting with staff representatives and hopes that the 
necessary staff reductions can be achieved on a voluntary basis by agreement.  I would urge 
both sides to work together to achieve agreement and to utilise the resources of the State indus-
trial relations apparatus to do this if necessary.

However, I should stress that the Irish Government has no formal role in the commercial 
decisions of Ulster Bank, or any other bank, as to their future business model.  This is a matter 
for the Board and Management of a bank itself. 

The recent Ulster Bank closures are a response to changing ways of banking due to less 
use of cash, increased use of technology and corresponding reduced visits to branches.  That 
said, I expect that Ulster Bank will do everything that it can to mitigate the impacts of these 
branch closures on local communities, including technology and the use of alternative means of 
service delivery.  I also expect that the bank will ensure that customers are kept informed about 
developments and provided with the appropriate assistance to move branches, switch to other 
banks and avail of alternative means of accessing financial services.  The Central Bank will also 
have a role in ensuring that consumer protection rules are followed.

I understand that in all locations Ulster Bank are committed to working with the local com-
munity to ensure a service is maintained.  The bank has proposed how it will deal with continu-
ity of service for its customers and this information will be made available to relevant custom-
ers.  In addition, I understand that the Bank is willing to talk to local representatives about any 
concerns they might have.

Finally, the continued presence of a viable and active Ulster Bank in the Irish market will be 
important in fostering competition for banking services.  It is vital that businesses and consum-
ers have a range of banking options available when using financial services and accessing credit 
and that they continually assess their options to ensure that they are getting the best value and 
service possible.

02/05/2017WRN04500Vehicle Registration

02/05/2017WRN04600283. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an exemption 
from VRT charges for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20491/17]

02/05/2017WRN04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The relief from the payment of Vehicle 
Registration Tax (VRT) is provided for under the Finance Act 1992, s.134(1)(a) and Vehicle 
Registration Tax (Permanent Reliefs) Regulations 1993, Reg 4, (S.I. No. 59/93).  In order to 
qualify for relief an applicant must meet a number of eligibility criteria including the posses-
sion and actual use of the vehicle outside the State for at least six months prior to their transfer 
of residence.

I am advised by Revenue that additional information was requested from the person con-
cerned on 31 March 2017 as part of Revenue’s consideration of an application for relief.  This 
information is still awaited by Revenue and will be considered when it is received.
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02/05/2017WRN04800Mortgage Lending

02/05/2017WRN04900284. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the policies in place for 
banks dealing with circumstances in which persons who are joint mortgage holders separate 
and the agreement provides for the mortgage to be in one name only; if the Central Bank has put 
in place a policy for banks to enable the removal of a person from a mortgage in this instance; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20500/17]

02/05/2017WRN05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
in general both parties to a joint mortgage are jointly and severally liable for the debt.  The 
removal of persons from a mortgage agreement is a matter governed by contract law and the 
Central Bank is therefore limited in what it can prescribe in this area.

If the Deputy has a particular concern in relation to this issue, and wishes to provide me with 
more information, I would be happy to make the relevant enquiries. 

  Template to accompany requests to the Central Bank for material for replies to PQs, Topi-
cal Interest Debates (TIDs) and any other briefing that, up to now, went to the Press Office in 
the Bank

It has been agreed with the Central Bank that this template will be used with effect from 24 
May 2012.

From that date also, there will be a dedicated email address for requests. Please use instead 
of the Press email. pqs@centralbank.ie

- Name
Department of Finance contact(s) Emma CunninghamAilish O’ConnellGodfrey 

CraigFrank O’Byrne
Contact telephone numbers 01 604562301 604580901 604568501 6045529
Contact email address Emma.Cunningham@finance.gov.ieAilish.OCon-

nell@finance.gov.ieGodfrey.Craig@finance.gov.
ieFrank.O’Byrne@finance.gov.ie

Deputy submitting PQ or TID Deputy Michael McGrath TD
PQ reference number 20500/17
Date for answer, priority, written or 
oral

Written Tuesday 2nd May 2017

Deadline time for reply from the Cen-
tral Bank

 Thursday 27th  April 13:00  

The PQ or TID details To ask the Minister for Finance the policies in 
place for banks dealing with situations in which 
persons that are joint mortgage holders separate 
and the agreement provides for the mortgage to be 
in one name only; if the Central Bank has put in 
place a policy for banks to enable the removal of a 
person from a mortgage in this instance; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.
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- Name
Draft reply or material for inclusion 
in reply. This material to be complet-
ed in Word in the column opposite to 
facilitate ‘cut and paste’ in D/Finance 

In general both parties to a joint mortgage are 
jointly and severally liable for the debt. The re-
moval of persons from a mortgage agreement is a 
matter governed by contract law and the Central 
Bank is therefore limited in what it can prescribe 
in this area.In respect of separated borrowers 
in or facing mortgage arrears on their primary 
residence, the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct 
on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) will apply. The 
CCMA provides that in the case of joint borrow-
ers who notify the lender in writing that they have 
separated or divorced, the lender should treat each 
borrower as a single borrower under this Code 
(except to the extent that an action requires, as a 
matter of law, the agreement of both borrowers).

 Note                                                   

Any other relevant information e.g. in the case of oral questions, material which the Central 
Bank considers could be used for supplementary questions and for briefing the Minister.

02/05/2017WRN05100Insurance Coverage

02/05/2017WRN05200285. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce measures 
to assist older persons take out insurance policies to cover the cost of funeral expenses which 
are not too expensive; if this matter was considered by the cost of insurance working group; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20502/17]

02/05/2017WRN05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval for the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  

As part of a general review of insurance policy in 2016 I established a Cost of Insurance 
Working Group, chaired by the Minister of State, Eoghan Murphy T.D.  This Working Group 
is examining the factors contributing to the increasing cost of insurance and identifying what 
short, medium and long-term measures can be introduced to help reduce the cost of insurance 
for consumers and businesses.  

The initial focus of the Working Group was the issue of rising motor insurance premiums 
and its deliberations in this regard culminated in the publication of the Report on the Cost of 
Motor Insurance in January.  Work is ongoing on implementing the 33 recommendations con-
tained in the Report.

In parallel with the above, the Working Group in its second phase is looking at the Employer 
Liability and Public Liability insurance sectors.  This section of work is currently at the con-
sultation stage and it is envisaged that the final results will take the form of an addendum to the 
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existing Report.

There are no plans at this juncture for the Working Group to similarly examine the specific 
area of insurance for funeral expenses.  Nevertheless, my Department will continue to monitor 
the overall insurance sector, including any significant increases in costs levels, as part of its 
ongoing policy work.

02/05/2017WRN05400Property Tax Exemptions

02/05/2017WRN05500286. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance the way in which it is possible 
for new home owners to avail of the DIRT incentive for first-time buyers, in view of the fact that 
the incentive is only payable once the property tax on a home has been paid, even though new 
homes are exempt from property tax for a period longer than the eligible period of the DIRT 
incentive. [20512/17]

02/05/2017WRN05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that Section 
266A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for refunds of Deposit Interest Retention 
Tax (DIRT) for first-time buyers who purchase a house or apartment to live in as their home.  It 
also applies to first time buyers who self-build a home to live in.

Refunds can be claimed by a first-time buyer of a house or apartment who purchases or self-
builds a property between 14 October 2014 and 31 December 2017.  The first-time buyer must 
not have, either individually or jointly with any other person, previously purchased or built a 
house or apartment.

In order to make a claim for the DIRT refund the property must be registered for Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT) as the refund is processed through the LPT system.  It is not required that Local 
Property Tax has been paid on the property in order to avail of the DIRT refund. 

Further information on the DIRT refund scheme is available on Revenue.ie at DIRT refunds 
for First Time Buyers.

02/05/2017WRN05700Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

02/05/2017WRN05800287. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance if there is a provision to allow 
a person retain the tax relief for drivers and passengers with disabilities within the prescribed 
timelines without clawback in a circumstance in which a person’s health has deteriorated so 
much that it has been necessary to get another specially adapted vehicle for transport and the 
adaptations to the first vehicle are no longer sufficient; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20532/17]

02/05/2017WRN05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A vehicle which has benefitted from tax 
relief under the Drivers/Passengers with Disabilities Scheme must be retained for the minimum 
period of 2 years or more.  There is no provision to enable a person dispose of the vehicle ear-
lier than the prescribed timeline without making a refund of a proportion of the relief already 
obtained.

However, if further adaptations to the same vehicle could be undertaken to assist the driver/
passenger and if the maximum amount of tax relief available has not already been granted, an 
additional refund of the Value Added Tax incurred on the additional adaptations may be claimed 
by the person concerned. 
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02/05/2017WRN06000Tax Code

02/05/2017WRN06100288. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Finance if his Department will carry 
out a feasibility study on a tax incentive scheme for the region surrounding Ireland West Knock 
Airport similar to that put in place for the Shannon Development Zone; if his attention has been 
drawn to any impediments that would prevent such a scheme from being put in place; if his 
Department has had contact with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport to discuss the 
possible delivery of such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20611/17]

02/05/2017WRN06200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the deputy is referring to 
recommendations made by the Shannon Aviation Business Development Task Force in their 
final report of 12 November 2012, which is available at http://www.dttas.ie/sites/default/files/
node/add/content-publication/Nov%202012%20Report%20of%20Aviation%20Business%20
Development%20Task%20Force.pdf.

Following that report two specific measures were introduced, which are available in respect 
of any airport in the State and not restricted to activities at Shannon.  The restriction of any mea-
sure to a particular airport or region would require the approval from the European Commission 
to ensure compliance with State aid rules.

The first of these measures was an accelerated capital allowances scheme for the construc-
tion and refurbishment of buildings and structures to be used for the maintenance, repair and 
overhaul of commercial aircraft and the dismantling of such aircraft for the purposes of salvag-
ing or recycling parts or materials.

The second was the introduction of a stamp duty exemption in respect of enhanced equip-
ment trust certificates for aircraft to assist the aircraft leasing sector.

In relation to the Shannon Development Zone, under section 445 Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997, certain trading operations carried on by companies in Shannon Airport entitled these enti-
ties to a reduced tax rate of 10%.  Certification by the Minister for Finance was required for the 
activities and the categories included: 

- Repair or maintenance of aircraft; 

- Trading operations that contributed to the use or development of the airport; 

- Trading operations ancillary to the above two categories. 

Such reliefs became contrary to EU state aid rules and the specific rules applying to the 
Shannon Development Zone expired on 31 December 2005.

02/05/2017WRN06300Tax Code

02/05/2017WRN06400289. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider a reduction 
in capital gains tax in the 2018 budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20823/17]

02/05/2017WRN06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that it is esti-
mated that annual the tax cost for each one per cent reduction in the standard Capital Gains Tax 
(CGT) rate of 33% is in the region of €25 million. 

It is estimated that the tax cost of the annual exemption for individuals (€1,270) was €12m 
in 2015, the latest year for which full data are available. 
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Other costings are shown in the Revenue Ready Reckoner available at:

http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf).

I do not have any immediate plans to reduce the rate of CGT or to increase the allowable 
tax-free annual gain.  In common with all taxes, however, CGT is subject to on-going review, 
in which the rate of tax and all reliefs and exemptions are carefully considered.  However, 
decisions concerning changes to taxes, generally, are taken in the course of the Budgetary and 
Finance Bill process, and I am sure the Deputy will not expect me to divulge any plans I may 
have for those at this time.

02/05/2017WRN06600Banking Sector Regulation

02/05/2017WRN06700290. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Finance if he will recommend that an 
urgent amendment to the 2013 Act mentioned by a person (details supplied) be undertaken to 
give the Central Bank all necessary retrospective powers to compel lenders to implement re-
dress and compensation in respect of failures that occurred prior to the 2013 Act; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20866/17]

02/05/2017WRN06800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Standard legal conventions do not al-
low for the formal exercise of statutory powers retrospectively.  Therefore the Central Bank 
does not have the statutory power to compel lenders to implement redress and compensation 
programmes or to set compensation levels in respect of failures that occurred prior to the intro-
duction of the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013.

However, notwithstanding the fact that Section 43 of the 2013 Act cannot be construed to 
have retrospective effect, in accordance with the Tracker Mortgage Examination Framework, 
the Central Bank has clearly articulated its expectations of lenders to provide appropriate re-
dress and compensation to impacted customers in line with prescribed principles for redress.

This should ensure that, regardless of the year of overpayment, impacted customers would 
be redressed and compensated, including where the overpayment was made prior to 2013.

Furthermore, as part of the examination process, the Central Bank can challenge the posi-
tion which a lender may take in relation to particular groups of customers to ensure the fair 
treatment of tracker mortgage customers.

The Examination framework also requires lenders to establish an independent appeals pro-
cess to deal with customers who are dissatisfied with any aspect of the redress and compensa-
tion offers that they may receive.  In addition, impacted customers have the option of bringing 
a complaint to the FSO or initiating court proceedings.

02/05/2017WRO00200Gaelscoil Issues

02/05/2017WRO00300291. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the costs involved 
in changing the status of English speaking schools, both primary and secondary, to Irish me-
dium schools. [19208/17]

02/05/2017WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I assume that the Deputy 
is referring to the transition of English-medium schools to Irish-medium schools in the con-
text of the Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme.  Under the Gaeltacht School Recognition 
Scheme, which is a key component of my Department’s Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-
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2022, schools located in Gaeltacht language-planning areas can apply to seek recognition as 
Gaeltacht schools.  To achieve Gaeltacht school recognition, schools will be required to operate 
entirely through the medium of Irish, (apart from the teaching of English and other language 
curricula), in accordance with language-based criteria set out in the Policy.  Schools that are 
participating in the Scheme will be granted additional resources and supports.  It is not possible 
to state the costs involved for individual schools in fulfilling the criteria for recognition as a 
Gaeltacht school.  However, the Government has made available €1m to support a range of ac-
tions under the Policy on Gaeltacht Education in 2017 and this figure is anticipated to grow in 
coming years as the full range of actions in the Policy are implemented.

02/05/2017WRO00500Education and Training Provision

02/05/2017WRO00600292. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps taken 
to verify authenticity of training and referees as listed by applicants on their CSCS application 
forms; the steps taken to ensure that such training has been delivered by competent persons; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19707/17]

02/05/2017WRO00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Construction Skills Certification Scheme (CSCS) provides for the training, assessment, 
certification and registration of non-craft operatives within the construction sector.

In order to apply for assessment candidates are required to contact an Approved Training 
Organisation (ATO) who issues the candidate with an assessment pack for completion and sub-
mission to the ATO.  Upon receipt of the completed assessment pack the ATO ensures that the 
candidate meets the candidate profile and that the required declarations are signed stating that 
the candidate has the required experience.  The candidate is then advised of the date and time 
of the assessment event.

SOLAS monitors each assessment in keeping with monitoring requirements.  This monitor-
ing ensures the authenticity of the assessment and ensures that candidate packs are completed 
to the required standard.  Notwithstanding this, SOLAS also carries out process audits to ensure 
that standards are adhered to. 

Once a candidate completes an assessment the Approved Training Organisation enters the 
results onto the SOLAS Card Management System within 10 days.  The results are internally 
verified by the Training Standard Officer for the region who liaises with the ATO regarding any 
errors or missing paperwork and prepares a list of internally verified courses for the External 
Authenticator. 

Only applications which have successfully gone through the above process can be submit-
ted for certification. 

02/05/2017WRO00800School Transport Provision

02/05/2017WRO00900293. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports he 
will put in place for persons who are facing losing their school transport due to lack of numbers 
in a school availing of the bus transport scheme in that area; his plans to lower the numbers 
required in order that rural schools do not lose more students due to the lack of transportation 
to their school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20243/17]

02/05/2017WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

The purpose of the  School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, to 
support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school. 

Children are eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criterion and are attend-
ing their nearest school.

A minimum number of 10 eligible children residing in a distinct locality, as determined by 
Bus Éireann, are required before consideration may be given to the establishment or retention 
of school transport services, provided this can be done within reasonable cost limits. 

Families of eligible children, for whom there is no school transport service available, are 
eligible for the remote area grant towards the cost of making private transport arrangements.

The terms of the scheme are applied equitably on a national basis. 

02/05/2017WRO01100Teachers’ Remuneration

02/05/2017WRO01200294. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
end the inequality regarding payment for teachers; his views on whether new entrants to the 
teaching sector are being disadvantaged and discriminated against in terms of starting pay when 
compared to their colleagues that entered the service at an earlier date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20484/17]

02/05/2017WRO01300372. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
resolve the issue of pay inequality in the teaching sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20486/17]

02/05/2017WRO01400387. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects progress to continue in regard to the restoration of pay cuts necessitated by 
the downturn in the economy, with particular reference for the need to recognise the inequality 
to teachers and the principle of equal pay for equal work; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20582/17]

02/05/2017WRO01500388. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress in 
bringing to an end the two tier pay system that exists across the teaching profession to the detri-
ment of new entrant teachers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20583/17]

02/05/2017WRO01600390. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to resolve 
the issue of pay inequality for teachers; the timeframe for this plan; if not, the way he can justify 
a position that is contrary to the principal of equal pay for equal work; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20608/17]

02/05/2017WRO01650Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 294, 372, 387, 388 and 390 together.  As a consequence of the financial crisis, there was a 
need to enact a number of measures to reduce public expenditure so as to stabilise the country’s 
public finances.  A previous Government reduced the salaries and allowances payable to all new 
entrants to public service recruitment grades by 10% with effect from 1 January 2011.  This 
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decision also required that such new entrants would start on the first point of the applicable sal-
ary scale, which in the case of teachers had the effect of reducing their starting pay by a further 
4-5%.  Later in 2011, the Government placed a cap on the overall level of qualification allow-
ances that could be earned by teachers.

Subsequently in 2012, following the public service-wide review of allowances, the Govern-
ment withdrew qualification allowances for new teachers altogether.  However, the Govern-
ment partially compensated for this by deciding that new entrant teachers would henceforth 
commence on a new salary scale which had a starting point higher than the starting point of the 
old scale.

The public service agreements have allowed a programme of pay restoration to start.  I have 
used this to negotiate substantial improvements in pay for new teachers.  The agreement reached 
with TUI and INTO in September 2016 will see pay rises of between 15-22% (between €4,600 
and €6,700) for new entrant teachers.  The agreements also provide for earlier permanency for 
younger teachers, new promotion opportunities and new flexibilities in working hours.  The 
pay increases for new teachers were also available to ASTI members under the proposals which 
members recently balloted on.

The agreements have restored an estimated 75% of the difference in pay for more recently 
recruited teachers and deliver full equality at later points in the scale.  This is substantial prog-
ress and strikes an equitable balance with other claims for funding on my Department, particu-
larly needs such as enhanced service for children with special educational needs, for disadvan-
taged schools, for growing schools, for Higher Education and for apprenticeships.

It must be borne in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to the public service 
applied to all public servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration of these measures in 
respect of teachers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the public service.  While 
I am not in a position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restoring all post-1 January 2011 
entrants in all areas of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale arrangements, I can say that 
in the case of education and training sector employees, including teachers, the estimated cost 
would be between €65 and €70 million per annum.  Clearly, the cost across the entire public 
service would be substantially higher.

Further negotiation on new entrant pay cannot focus on just one sector.  A broader assess-
ment of pay and new entrant pay across the public service will be informed by the analysis of 
the Public Service Pay Commission.

The Government established the Commission to examine pay levels across the public ser-
vice, including entry levels of pay.  The Government also supports the gradual, negotiated re-
peal of the FEMPI legislation, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and 
in recognition of the essential role played by public servants.

I accept that the teacher unions have outstanding pay demands and that the new entrant deal 
does not travel the full distance that they set out to achieve.  However, it does represent signifi-
cant progress, and the door is not closed to the trade union movement seeking to advance the 
issue further in the context of future public service pay talks.  Indeed, negotiations on a succes-
sor agreement to Lansdowne Road will shortly get under way. 

02/05/2017WRO01700Teacher Recruitment

02/05/2017WRO01800295. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration will 
be given to allow a school (details supplied) to recruit a teacher from beyond the immediate 



Questions - Written Answers

284

education and training board area in which the school is located; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19155/17]

02/05/2017WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The recruitment and ap-
pointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school authority, sub-
ject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the 
Education (Amendment) Act 2012).

Each school Board of Management or Education and Training Board (ETB) has sole respon-
sibility for the appointment of its teachers.  The ETB is a statutory body with its own corporate 
status established under the Education and Training Boards Act 2013.  

Circular 31/2011, issued by my department advises school authorities that they are required 
to employ appropriately qualified and registered teachers.

The qualifications possessed by teachers are assessed by the Teaching Council for registra-
tion purposes.  Assignment of teachers to individual classes in schools is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authorities.  

02/05/2017WRO02000Teaching Contracts

02/05/2017WRO02100296. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the 
timeframe or average time for releasing post inspection reports for probationary year teachers; 
and when a person (details supplied) will receive their inspection report which is required to 
submit a formal appeal. [19165/17]

02/05/2017WRO02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Generally, a Statement of 
Professional Competence or an Inspection Report on the Work of a Probationary Teacher will 
issue to the conditionally registered teacher within one month of having completed the required 
service or following the final inspection visit, whichever is the later.

The Inspection Report on the Work of a Probationary Teacher issued to Ms Furlong on 6 
April 2017, 12 days after completion of the 100-day service requirement.

02/05/2017WRO02300Croke Park Agreement Implementation

02/05/2017WRO02400297. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the oversight role 
played by his Department in ensuring that the 36 extra hours of work per school year for teach-
ers, that is, the Croke Park hours, are spent usefully (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19183/17]

02/05/2017WRO02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Croke Park hours are 
part of wider productivity measures introduced under the Public Service Agreements that re-
quire all public servants to work additional time for no additional payment. 

The Croke Park hours represent a real reform with significant benefits for parents and chil-
dren.  In schools, the Croke Park hours are 36 additional hours a year at primary (33 hours at 
post-primary) worked by teachers.  They are a valuable resource within the school system 
which allow certain essential activities involving the entire teaching staff or groups of teachers 
to take place.  These include staff meetings, parent-teacher meetings, school planning, subject 
planning and mandated Continuous Professional Development.
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Before the Croke Park hours were introduced, these activities ate into tuition time.  This 
meant that schools closed for full days or half days in order to carry them out, causing interrup-
tion to tuition and significant inconvenience for parents, as well as child care costs – particularly 
for primary parents.

It is important to note that many public servants committed significantly more hours than 
this under the public service agreements.  Across the public services – education, health, local 
authorities, civil service etc. - the additional time being provided represents about 450,000 ad-
ditional hours per annum or the equivalent of between 12,000 and 13,000 public service posts.  
That is a serious productivity benefit for the Exchequer.  Replacing those hours would cost 
hundreds of millions of euro.

In response to concerns expressed by teacher trade unions regarding the use of the Croke 
Park hours, my Department agreed with TUI and INTO to carry out a review of their usage un-
der the Lansdowne Road Agreement.  This review, which also involves the school management 
bodies, is now under way and will have regard to teacher professional judgment, system and 
school requirements and experience to date of best practice in the use of the hours.

The review provides for an up-front increase in the quantum of time allowed for planning 
and development work on other than a whole-school basis.  The original Croke Park Agreement 
provided that all Croke Park hours (36 for primary and 33 for post-primary annually) would be 
worked on a whole-school basis.  The Haddington Road Agreement provided that up to 5 of the 
hours could be worked on a less than whole-school basis (e.g. small groups of subject teachers).  
The recent agreement increases this maximum to 8 hours in September 2016 and 10 hours in 
September 2017.

02/05/2017WRO02600National Training Fund

02/05/2017WRO02700298. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific train-
ing grants supplied to industry from the national training fund in each of the years 2015 and 
2016. [19197/17]

02/05/2017WRO02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Training grants are allocated to the IDA and Enterprise Ireland under a Training Grants to 
Industry heading from the National Training Fund (NTF).  This initiative provides grants to 
industry to up-skill the workforce.

The allocation for 2015 and 2016 is as follows:

2015 2016
IDA  €3 million  €3 million 
Enterprise Ireland  €3.5 million  €3.5 million 

02/05/2017WRO02900National Training Fund

02/05/2017WRO03000299. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount col-
lected from the national training levy in each of the years 2000 to 2010; and the use of this 
funding by types of programme. [19198/17]

02/05/2017WRO03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The National Training Fund (NTF) was managed by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment from its inception in 2000 until 1 May 2010 when the function was transferred to 
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my Department. 

The tables outline the Training Levy receipts for the period 2000 to 2010 and the break-
down of the funding by programme type for the period 2002 to 2010, a breakdown is not avail-
able for 2000 and 2001.

The allocation of funding to Foras Aiseanna Saothair (FAS) is for such programmes as Ap-
prenticeships under the Training in Employment heading and Community Training Centres, 
Local Training Initiatives (LTI), Specialist Providers for people with a disability and Specific 
Skills Training for Job Seekers.  

Funding was provided to Skillnets to enable them to support private companies to increase 
their participation in enterprise training and to other bodies to support people in employment.

Income from National Training Levy

Year Funding
2000 148,000,000 
2001 187,921,236 
2002 239,000,000 
2003 250,000,000 
2004 273,000,000 
2005 327,000,000 
2006 366,000,000 
2007 408,000,000 
2008 413,000,000 
2009 372,000,000 
2010 309,000,000 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

 €  €  €  €  €  €  €  €  € 

TRAIN-
ING FOR 
THOSE IN 
EMPLOY-
MENT

Foras 
Aiseanna 
Saothair

108,808,000 92,397,000 105,080,000 117,889,000 140,731,000 168,086,600 168,781,000 103,196,384 69,617,000

Skillnets 
Limited

4,382,385 5,000,000 5,175,000 7,500,000 14,764,360 23,827,000 26,027,000 16,595,000 13,607,580

IDA 
Ireland

4,406,000 650,000 2,137,855 900,000 1,268,836 1,034,129 2,500,000 2,500,000 3,555,900

Enterprise 
Ireland

6,000,000 4,000,000 2,500,000 2,500,000 3,550,000 3,160,000 3,000,000 2,950,000 1,430,000

SFADCo 228,619 497,705 99,218 - 162,162 - 39,417 255,000 444,100

Institu-
tion of 
Engineers 
of Ireland

253,949 253,948 253,948 300,000 300,000 405,000 450,000 300,000 150,000

Small 
Firms As-
sociation

29,057 133,000 911,323 673,000 818,251 -

Chambers 
of Com-
merce of 
Ireland

836,537 - 353,632 427,408
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WIT 
Blended E 
Learning

32,447 42,190

Higher 
Education 
Authority

497,700 495,682 493,216 -

Lucan 
2000

27,000 24,748

Dundalk 
Chambers 
of Com-
merce

20,000 41,417

Laois 
County 
Enterprise 
Board

- 32,729

National 
Adult 
Literacy 
Agency

- 21,925 63,275 - 378,000 400,000 400,000

New ESF 
Funded 
Training 
Schemes

- 2,000,000

Depart-
ment 
Employ-
ment and 
Learning

- 891,672

Waterford 
Crystal

243,257 -

WIT 
Blended E- 
Learning

72,537 -

Laois 
County 
Enterprise 
Board

15,759 -

ICTU 65,452 -

SIPTU 74,183 -

The Wheel 500,000 366,940 375,000 375,000 375,000

Depart-
ment of 
Education 
& Skills

43,664

Depart-
ment of 
Foreign 
Affairs

- 41,953

OECD 
Learning 
for Jobs 
Study

58,000

Workplace 
Basic 
Education 
Fund

1,608,689

124,078,953 102,798,653 116,688,762 131,880,691 163,568,992 198,871,749 202,412,332 126,671,337 91,188,269

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

 €  €  €  €  €  €  €  €  € 

TRAIN-
ING FOR 
THE 
UNEM-
PLOYED
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Foras 
Aiseanna 
Saothair

79,943,000 129,658,000 159,277,000 179,861,000 88,253,000 194,937,000 195,816,000 238,949,416 284,332,000

Skillnets 1,392,420

Labour 
Market 
Activa-
tion Fund 
(LMAF)

16,754,118

79,943,000 129,658,000 159,277,000 179,861,000 88,253,000 194,937,000 195,816,000 238,949,416 302,478,538

PROVI-
SION OF 
INFORMA-
TION ON 
SKILLS 
REQUIRE-
MENTS

Foras 
Aiseanna 
Saothair 
–Skills 
Analysis 
Unit

255,000 - 320,000 328,000 336,000 369,000 383,000 378,800 379,000

Forfas 296,193 473,000 323,710 524,909 560,608 522,286 534,510 482,370 401,937

Task-
force on 
Lifelong 
Learning

5,569 -

National 
Training 
Advisory 
Committee

4,715 2,866

Higher 
Education 
Authority

- 790,342

The Wheel 68,865 143,493

Central 
Statistics 
Office 
(PIAAC)

320,359

561,477 1,266,208 712,575 996,402 896,608 891,286 917,510 861,170 1,101,296

TOTAL 204,583,430 233,722,861 276,678,337 312,738,093 252,718,600 394,700,035 399,145,842 366,481,923 394,768,104

02/05/2017WRO03200SOLAS Funding

02/05/2017WRO03300300. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the programmes 
for which his Department provides funding to SOLAS in each year since its establishment; and 
the number of participants on each programme in each year. [19199/17]

02/05/2017WRO03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
SOLAS was established in late 2013.

The table outlines the programmes for which my Department provided funding to SO-
LAS and the number of beneficiaries of these programme for the years 2014, 2015 and 2016 as 
requested.  Beneficiaries are defined as the number of people who were on programmes on 1 
January in the year in question plus those who started programmes during that year.

Further Education and Training Beneficiaries 2014 2016

Beneficiaries Beneficiaries Beneficiaries
Programme 2014 2015 2016
Literacy 65,140 68,542 75,650
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Beneficiaries Beneficiaries Beneficiaries
Programme 2014 2015 2016
Community Educa-
tion

62,535 66,616 53,835

VTOS 8,590 9,285 8,235
Youthreach 6,102 10,047 8,542
BTEI 39,826 37,397 38,618
PLC 60,711 65,219 60,835
Apprenticeship 3,263 5,598 8,028
Skills for Work N/A 3,155 2,958
Blended Training 294 535 482
Bridging/Foundation 2,633 2,231 1,281
Community Training 
Centres

3,851 2,646 3,167

Local Training Ini-
tiatives

5,147 4,071 4,292

Specialist Training 
Providers

3,889 3,124 3,687

Specific Skills Train-
ing

16,425 13,693 14,310

On-line Learning 
(eCollege) (p/t)

9,591 9,619 9,243

Libraries Training 709 364 317
Evening Training 13,569 17,228 14,688
Voluntary Literacy 
Tuition

0 3,141 2,160

Justice Workshops 218 290 311
FET Co-operation 
Hours

15,826 20,192 22,277

Irish Deaf Society 
(f/t)

210 196 365

Cork Institute of 
Technology

0 0 28

Traineeship 4,842 4,079 4,151
LMETF - MOMEN-
TUM

3,574 5,553 735

TOTAL 326,945 352,821 338,195

02/05/2017WRO03500Skills Development

02/05/2017WRO03600301. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether there is scope to reduce funding to the Springboard or information and communication 
technology skills conversion course programmes due to reduced demand from unemployed 
persons. [19200/17]

02/05/2017WRO03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Springboard+, which in-
corporates the ICT skills conversion programme, is designed to encourage a response by edu-
cational institutions to meet the emerging skill needs of enterprise and reflects a commitment 
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in the Programme for Government to deliver a step change in our capacity to educate, develop, 
deploy and retain talent.  It also embodies the core ambition set out Ireland’s National Skills 
Strategy – to ensure that we have a system that is flexible; responsive to the needs of enterprise 
and adult learners; and that delivers the maximum impact for our public resources.  Spring-
board+ has been very successful with over 80% of graduates entering permanent employment.

Level 8 ICT graduates from Springboard+ play a significant role in our work to meet na-
tional targets regarding skills needs in the ICT sector, which is crucial to our ability to attract 
and retain companies in this area as recommended under the ICT Skills Action Plan, 2014.  ICT 
skills conversion programmes are open to all applicants that meet the academic criteria, irre-
spective of their employment status. 

Cognisant of the changing economic situation and in particular the declining pool of poten-
tial participants from the live register, Homemakers will be eligible to apply to participate on 
a Springboard+ 2017 course.  In addition those in employment who wish to upskill or reskill 
in the Biopharma/Med-tech will also be eligible to apply to participate in Springboard+ 2017.

It is envisaged that future iterations of Springboard+ will provide increased upskilling and 
reskilling opportunities to those in employment.

02/05/2017WRO03800SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Places

02/05/2017WRO03900302. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
participants on training programmes for the unemployed run by SOLAS in each of the years 
from 2007 to 2016; if funding to these programmes will be reduced due to decreasing demand 
from unemployed persons; and the reason expenditure on these programmes increased in 2016 
compared to 2014 and 2015 in view of the general reduction in unemployment. [19201/17]

02/05/2017WRO04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): I 
have provided a table giving the number of participants on training programmes for the unem-
ployed in each of the years 2007 to 2016.  This shows a significant decrease in the number of 
unemployed people availing of training over the last number of years due to the upturn in the 
economy.

In line with this there has been a rebalancing of the funding allocated for training with more 
funding being allocated to training those in employment and less allocated to training for un-
employed people.  Expenditure on training programmes for unemployed people has decreased 
from €288.4 million in 2013 to €266 million in 2016 and is being further reduced to €258.6 
million this year.

The savings on training for the unemployed are being used to provide additional funding to 
support training for those in employment, particularly for apprenticeships.

Number of Participants on Training Programmes for Unemployed 2007 - 2016

Year Number of Participants
2007 23,264 
2008 43,485
2009 77,194
2010 107,511
2011 84,539
2012 72,722
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2013 62,422
2014 64,572
2015 63,433 
2016 56,664

02/05/2017WRO04100Apprenticeship Programmes

02/05/2017WRO04200303. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the approximate 
cost of the programme for Government commitment to achieving cumulative apprenticeship 
registrations and traineeship enrolments of 50,000 in the period 2016 to 2020; and the approxi-
mate cost to the State of training an apprentice. [19234/17]

02/05/2017WRO04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Based on the targets set out in the Action Plan to Expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship 2016-
2020, it is estimated that the cost of apprenticeship and traineeship provision in 2020 will rise 
to approximately €260m.  The estimated average cost to the state of training an apprentice is 
approximately €6,500 per annum.

02/05/2017WRO04400Third Level Funding

02/05/2017WRO04500304. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the €600 mil-
lion core funding requirement by 2020 referenced in the Cassells report includes or excludes 
provision for demographic increases that have already been included in fiscal parameters for 
2018 and 2019. [19235/17]

02/05/2017WRO04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The core funding figure for 
higher education of an additional €600 million annually by 2021 is recommended in the report 
of the Expert Group on Future Funding For Higher Education in order to deliver higher quality 
outcomes and to provide for  increased demographics.  This will allow for an improvement in 
student : staff ratios, better engagement with students and improved support services for teach-
ers and students.  As the Deputy is aware the Expert Group report sets out a number of potential 
funding options, including a predominantly state-funded system but is not prescriptive in this 
regard.

Following the publication of the report, I have taken immediate steps to increase funding for 
higher education with an increase of €36.5 million being secured in 2017, the first such increase 
in nine years.  This investment addresses, inter alia, demographic increases in higher education.  
Provision is also being made in the Department’s expenditure ceiling in 2018 and 2019  for fur-
ther investment and, cumulatively, in the period 2017 – 2019 this represents an additional  €160 
million investment by the Exchequer.  

02/05/2017WRO04700Third Level Scholarships

02/05/2017WRO04800305. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of all 
scholarship programmes open and common to students of third level institutions; the process by 
which programmes can be accessed in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19238/17]

02/05/2017WRO04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 



Questions - Written Answers

292

by the Deputy on third level scholarships funded by my Department is available on the student-
finance.ie and education.ie websites. The link to the relevant pages is as follows:

http://www.education.ie/en/Learners/Services/Scholarships/.

My Department does not have a list of scholarships managed by the Higher Education Insti-
tutions.  They are generally funded through private philanthropy and therefore managed at local 
level by the HEIs themselves.  Information on the scholarships and the associated processes 
involved in applying for the scholarships are available on the HEI websites. 

The HEA website lists all of the HEI websites and the relevant link is as follows:  http://hea.
ie/content/funded-institutions-0.

In addition the Irish Research Council (IRC) offer a number of post-graduate scholarships 
and details of which can be accessed at: 

http://www.research.ie/scheme/government-ireland-postgraduate-scholarship-
scheme-2017.

02/05/2017WRP00200Third Level Courses Feedback

02/05/2017WRP00300306. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the treatment of pharmacy students in universities (details supplied); if he 
was consulted regarding this change; his views on whether it should be permissible; and if he 
will engage with the presidents of these institutions to reverse these changes. [19245/17]

02/05/2017WRP00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Pharmaceutical Soci-
ety of Ireland (PSI) is an independent statutory body, established by the Pharmacy Act, 2007.  It 
is charged with, and is accountable for, the effective regulation of pharmacy services in Ireland, 
including responsibility for supervising compliance with the Act.  The PSI is responsible for 
defining and ensuring the standards of education and training for pharmacists qualifying in Ire-
land.  This includes developing standards, policies and carrying out accreditation of pharmacy 
degree programmes.

The changes in the degree programme structure arise from the recommendations of the 
Pharmacy Education and Accreditation Reviews project and implementation has been overseen 
by the National Forum for Pharmacy Education and Accreditation.  

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Education and Training) (Integrated Course) Rules 
were signed by the Minister for Health in 2014.

These Rules underpin the implementation of the new five-year fully integrated Master’s 
degree programme in pharmacy which evolved from significant review of the previous training 
pathway, and international best practice assessment in this area.  They also gave effect to new 
accreditation standards that were developed by the PSI and place the Core Competency Frame-
work for Pharmacists on a statutory footing.

Moving to an integrated degree format which fully combines and integrates academic and 
workplace-based learning is designed to produce pharmacists who can more effectively con-
tribute to patient care and understand the needs of the health system by having a more rounded 
‘whole system’ understanding of pharmacy practice across the diversity of settings in which 
pharmacy is practised.

This change in the pharmacist qualification is designed to enable the pharmacists of the 
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future to meet the changing needs of the healthcare system in Ireland.  The degree will also 
allow greater integration with the very successful pharmaceutical industry reflecting the Gov-
ernment’s policy approach to the forging of strong partnerships with industry and collaborative 
links across academic institutions.  Furthermore, moving to an integrated degree structure is in-
tended to bring the education and training of pharmacists more closely into line with the format 
of the other members of the healthcare team, i.e. medicine, nursing, allied health.

The new five-year integrated Master’s degree in pharmacy, delivered by the three schools 
of pharmacy in Ireland (TCD, RCSI, UCC), has been developed in line with best international 
practice.  It differs substantially from the former educational model, replacing the ‘4+1’ struc-
ture that consists of a 4-year Bachelor pharmacy degree programme followed by a one-year 
internship programme or placement, with a fully integrated course structure.

Further information in relation to these changes can be requested from the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Ireland. 

02/05/2017WRP00500Schools Building Projects Status

02/05/2017WRP00600307. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been brought to concerns raised by authorities of a school in (details supplied) County 
Donegal regarding the ongoing delays experienced to date in progressing a school building 
project which has been included as part of the capital programme 2016 to 2021; if construction 
of the project will begin in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19251/17]

02/05/2017WRP00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building proj-
ect for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning 
- Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire 
Certificate and Disability Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents.  The Dis-
ability Access Certificate has been secured.  The Fire Safety Certificate was granted in October 
2016 following an appeal to An Bord Pleanála which was upheld.   

The school and its Design Team have been authorised to apply for an extension to the plan-
ning permission which was previously secured in 2012 and an extension to that effect was 
lodged with the Local Authority at the end of March. 

When all Statutory Approvals are secured the Design Team will finalise the Stage 2(b) - 
Detailed Design submission which will be submitted to the Department for review.  Following 
receipt and consideration of that report my Department will revert to the school with regard to 
the further progression of the project at that time.

02/05/2017WRP00800Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

02/05/2017WRP00900308. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19304/17]

02/05/2017WRP01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
On 21 March 2002, the Labour Court recommended that LTI Community Training Supervisors 
should receive an increase in pay and that the total grant paid by FÁS to project sponsors for su-
pervisor pay should be increased by 20%.  Sponsors were to be advised that the total increased 
grant, less employers PRSI, should be paid to supervisors.  This was implemented by FÁS. 
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The recommendation also stated that for future pay increases, the supervisors should have 
a pay relationship with and be ‘linked proportionally’ to Community Training Centre (CTC) 
Managers.  Any benefit to the claimants arising from the pay relationship should be paid in 
accordance with the Programme for Prosperity and Fairness, which was in place at the time.  
Since then, LTI Community Training Supervisors have received increases under national agree-
ments, in line with CTC Managers. 

02/05/2017WRP01100School Accommodation Provision

02/05/2017WRP01200309. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when funding will 
be provided for the accommodation requested by a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19343/17]

02/05/2017WRP01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has been in recent contact with the school referred in respect of its request 
for prefabricated accommodation. 

The school was advised to submit cost options to my Department for consideration. Once 
received, the matter will be considered further by my Department. 

02/05/2017WRP01400School Accommodation Provision

02/05/2017WRP01500310. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 145 of 10 November 2016, the status of an application for fund-
ing a school building project for a school (details supplied); and the timeframe for a decision. 
[19352/17]

02/05/2017WRP01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The position relating to 
an application for capital funding from the school referred to is as advised to the Deputy in my 
response to parliamentary question 145 last November.  My Department met with the principal 
and members of the Board of Management of the school in September 2016.  The school rep-
resentatives were advised of my Department’s commitments under the 6 Year Programme and 
that the emphasis is on ensuring that every child has access to a physical school place.  In this 
context, the representatives were advised that my Department is not in a position to consider a 
request for capital funding for the school in question, at this time.

02/05/2017WRP01700School Accommodation Provision

02/05/2017WRP01800311. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding for 
an extra classroom to accommodate a further teacher to be appointed will be approved for a 
school (details supplied); and if he will expedite a decision. [19353/17]

02/05/2017WRP01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has received an application for additional accommodation from the school 
concerned.

The application will be considered and a decision conveyed to the school authority as soon 
as the assessment process has been completed. 
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02/05/2017WRP02000School Admissions

02/05/2017WRP02100312. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on cor-
respondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19360/17]

02/05/2017WRP02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware I ran a public consultation process from 24 January to 20 March 2017 on the role of 
denominational religion in the school admission process and possible approaches for making 
changes. 

The 8 week phase of receiving written submissions formed part of a broader consultation 
process which will include additional steps, including any follow-up consultation that is re-
quired, collation of responses and development of next steps. 

My Department has begun the process of examining the submissions and formulating next 
steps.  Clearly I will not make any decisions around next steps until such time as all of the sub-
missions have been examined and considered.

02/05/2017WRP02300Schools Building Projects Status

02/05/2017WRP02400313. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
the delay in construction of a new school building project under the capital programme for a 
school (details supplied); the efforts he will make to prevent further delay; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19400/17]

02/05/2017WRP02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building proj-
ect for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning 
- Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire 
Certificate and Disability Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents.  The Dis-
ability Access Certificate has been secured.  The Fire Safety Certificate was granted in October 
2016 following an appeal to An Bord Pleanála which was upheld.   

The school and its Design Team have been authorised to apply for an extension to the plan-
ning permission which was previously secured in 2012 and an extension to that effect was 
lodged with the Local Authority at the end of March. 

When all Statutory Approvals are secured the Design Team will finalise the Stage 2(b) - 
Detailed Design submission which will be submitted to the Department for review.  Following 
receipt and consideration of that report my Department will revert to the school with regard to 
the further progression of the project at that time.

02/05/2017WRP02600Site Acquisitions

02/05/2017WRP02700314. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 157 of 1 December 2016, if he has made contact with the education and 
training board in respect of a proposal submitted by a school (details supplied) to purchase an 
adjoining site for development; when the school can expect a decision in relation to same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19404/17]

02/05/2017WRP02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment has responded to the ETB in question in respect of its proposal to purchase additional 
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land for a substantial extension and refurbishment of the school referred to by the Deputy. 

A major project for the ETB school referred to is not however included on my Department’s 
6 year Construction Programme (2016-2021) which is focused on providing essential school 
accommodation to meet demographic demand.  The ETB were advised that it is therefore not 
possible to provide an indicative timeframe for the progression of a major project for the school 
in question at this time.  However the ETB were advised that it was open to it to submit an ap-
plication for additional accommodation in respect of the immediate deficits of essential class-
room accommodation.

An application for additional accommodation has been received from the ETB, which is 
currently under consideration.  My Department will be in further contact with the ETB con-
cerned in the matter shortly.

In that regard the ETB submitted an application for replacement accommodation and a Spe-
cial Class provision which is currently being assessed.  My Department will be in contact with 
the ETB in the matter shortly.

02/05/2017WRP02900Teachers’ Professional Development

02/05/2017WRP03000315. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the concerns in the mid-west that the support for the reading recovery pro-
gramme provided through a college (details supplied) may be reduced from September 2017; if 
he will ensure that these schools can continue to provide the programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19413/17]

02/05/2017WRP03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department, through 
the teacher support services and education centres, engages teachers on a full time basis annu-
ally for the provision of CPD through secondment from their schools.  Having teachers with 
relevant and recent teaching experience and expertise is a key requirement for the role.  It is a 
condition therefore that the maximum length of time that a teacher may be on secondment is 
five years, following which they return to their teaching roles within their schools.  A limited 
alleviation of the application of the five year limit has been agreed to allow a small number of 
seconded personnel to serve for a further limited period. 

In line with this policy, the term of secondment for the present Teacher Leader in Limerick 
has now ended. 

My Department, through the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) has 
put plans in place to ensure that all schools currently participating in the programme, continue 
to do so for the coming school year.  All newly identified DEIS schools from September 2017 
will also be afforded the opportunity to access the programme in September.

Arrangements to recruit a Teacher Leader for Limerick Education Centre are also being 
finalised.  The successful candidate will undergo training from September 2017 with a view to 
taking up the full time seconded post from September 2018.                              

02/05/2017WRP03200School Accommodation Provision

02/05/2017WRP03300316. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his officials will 
be in a position to carry out an assessment of a school (details supplied) in view of prefab re-
placement; if after the assessment, he will confirm that the prefabs need to be replaced in the 



2 May 2017

297

context of the long term accommodation needs of the school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19416/17]

02/05/2017WRP03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
it is my intention in accordance with the Programme for Government to replace school pre-
fabs with permanent accommodation over the lifetime of my Department’s capital programme 
2016-2021.

To enable this development, my Department will be carrying out an assessment of the num-
ber of prefabs being used in schools to deliver the curriculum and to determine whether or not 
individual prefabs need to be replaced in the context of the long-term accommodation needs of 
each school involved.  When completed, this assessment will quantify the number of prefabs to 
be replaced.  It is intended that this assessment when finalised will enable the replacement of 
such prefabs to commence in 2019. 

02/05/2017WRP03500Summer Works Scheme Applications

02/05/2017WRP03600317. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for the summer works scheme by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19421/17]

02/05/2017WRP03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment is in receipt of a Category 5 application (toilet upgrade), under the Summer Works 
Scheme (2016 - 2017) from the school to which the Deputy refers.

I wish to advise the Deputy that nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the 
Summer Works Scheme (SWS) which reflects a very high demand.  The current SWS was an-
nounced in late 2015 and is being applied on a multi-annual basis for the years 2016 and 2017.

Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were announced in 
April 2016 and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  Assessment of 
valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, subject to the 
overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the scheme as 
outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Department’s website.  
I expect to be in a position to announce a further round of the SWS in due course. 

02/05/2017WRP03800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/05/2017WRP03900318. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a school 
(details supplied) has not been allocated enough SNA teacher hours to meet the demand within 
the school. [19422/17]

02/05/2017WRP04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support is provided specifically to assist recognised primary, post primary and special 
schools to cater for the care needs of pupils with disabilities in an educational context, where 
the nature of these care needs have been outlined in professional reports as being so significant 
that a pupil will require adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to participate 
in education.

SNAs are not allocated to individual pupils but to schools, as a school based resource.  The 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which is a separate statutory agency, allocates 
a quantum of SNA support for each school annually, taking into account the care needs of all of 
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the qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care needs of all 
of the children concerned, rather than solely by reference to a pupils disability categorisation. 

SNAs do not have a pedagogical role and it would not be appropriate for pupils with special 
educational needs to be taught by SNAs.  The classroom teacher is responsible for educating all 
pupils in his/her class, including any pupil with a special educational need.  Additional teaching 
resources are also allocated to mainstream schools to support pupils with special educational 
needs.

The NCSE have up to and including the current school year, also allocated Low Incidence 
Teaching Hours (LITH) to schools to support children who have an identified special educa-
tional need within the low incidence, or more complex, category of special need, as defined by 
my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05, to which the Deputy refers.  

The new model for allocating special education teachers to schools which has been intro-
duced for the 2017/18 school year, replaces teaching resources allocated under the Low Incidence 
Teaching Hours and the General Allocation Model for primary schools.  The new model pro-
vides a single unified allocation of special educational teaching support to schools.  Allocations 
based on the school profiles issued to all schools on 7th March, details have also been published 
on the NCSE website.  My Department’s Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools sets out the 
details of the new model for allocating special education teachers to schools. 

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs.  Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children.  

The new model will give greater autonomy to schools to allocate resources to the pupils 
who most need these resources, regardless of their diagnosis.  No school will lose supports as a 
result of the implementation of the new model. In addition, no school will receive an allocation, 
for the support of pupils with complex needs, less than the allocation they received to support 
such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.  No allocation made for such pupils by the NCSE 
will be removed from schools as long as that pupil remains in the school. 

In circumstances where a parent is dissatisfied as to the extent of additional support teach-
ing time which has been allocated to their child from within a schools allocation, the normal 
course of action open to a parent would be to raise this matter with the school Principal in the 
first instance, and to request that additional teaching be provided to their child.

 In the event that a parent raised an issue in relation to the allocation of additional support 
for their child with the school Principal, and remains dissatisfied with the manner in which the 
school Principal addressed their complaint, the next course of action open to the parent would 
be to raise this matter directly with the Board of Management of the School, who are the body 
which has responsibility for the management of the school. 

02/05/2017WRP04100Summer Works Scheme

02/05/2017WRP04200319. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 160 of 30 March 2017, if he will extend the school summer works scheme for 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19458/17]

02/05/2017WRP04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 
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which reflects a very high demand.  The current SWS was announced in late 2015 and is being 
applied on a multi-annual basis for the years 2016 and 2017.  We are therefore not accepting 
further applications at this time.

Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were announced in 
April last and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  Assessment of 
valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, subject to the 
overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the scheme as 
outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Department’s website.  
I expect to be in a position to announce a further round of successful SWS applications in due 
course. 

02/05/2017WRP04400Departmental Staff

02/05/2017WRP04500320. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
a statement of service from his Department in respect of a person’s employment (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19478/17]

02/05/2017WRP04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A statement of service  has 
issued to the person referred to by the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRQ00200Teaching Council of Ireland

02/05/2017WRQ00300321. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
public competition for the position of director of the Teaching Council will be publicly adver-
tised in view of the fact that the term of the incumbent will be completed shortly; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19482/17]

02/05/2017WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Council has been in 
contact with me regarding this matter and I expect that procedures will be finalised shortly. 

02/05/2017WRQ00500Cycling Facilities Provision

02/05/2017WRQ00600322. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
introduce an initiative to provide a cycling helmet to every child in national school as part of a 
cycle safety programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19561/17]

02/05/2017WRQ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has no 
plans to provide a cycling helmet to every child attending primary school. The Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport funds Cycle Right, the National Standard for Cycle Training, 
which provides practical cycle safety and skills training. 

Cycle Right was developed by a partnership steering committee consisting of stakeholders 
including the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport, the Road Safety Authority, Cycling 
Ireland, An Garda Síochána, An Táisce (Green Schools), Coaching Ireland and representatives 
of local authorities. Schools can apply to partake in this programme.

In the Primary school curriculum Road Safety, including cycling, is part of the Safety and 
Protection strand of the SPHE curriculum.
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02/05/2017WRQ00800SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Data

02/05/2017WRQ00900323. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will provide a list of local training initiatives across the State. [19583/17]

02/05/2017WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halli-
gan): The tables sets out the list of local training initiatives (LTIs) extracted by SOLAS from 
the 2016 Funding Allocations Requests and Reporting database system.  These are the reported 
LTIs from ETBs in operation during 2016.

FET - LTI Provision 
- 2016

Local Training Ini-
tiatives

Cavan Centre LTI

Cavan Geneology 
LTI

Cavan Training
Clones Peacelink 
LTI
Moving on Castle-
blaney LTI
North Monaghan LTI

Monaghan Training
Cavan and 
Monaghan ETB

Daughters of charity
Dublin parks tennis
Dublinia Culture and 
Heritage Project 
Exchange House
INOU Building 
Futures
National Print Mu-
seum - Culture & 
Heritage Programme
Northwall Commu-
nity Development 
Programme
South Inner City 
Community Devel-
opment Programme

CDETB Finglas 
Training Centre

City of Dublin ETB
Bessborough Horti-
culture LTI
Bruac Eile
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Cork Academy of 
Music L4
Cork Academy of 
Music L5
Cork WIN
East Cork Music 
Project
FAI Blarney L4
FAI Carrigaline 
FAI Coach Educa-
tion Academy
Furniture & Antique 
Restoration Don-
eraile
Headway 
Healthcare and 
Childcare 
Logistics & Distribu-
tion Mitchelstown
Macroom Good 
Lives
Mallow Film/Media
Matt Talbot Adoles-
cent Services
N.C.E Sports & 
Recreation Tennis 
Village
West Cork Food 
Skills Bantry
Youghal Sports & 
Recreation LTI
Youth Work Ireland - 
Art & Design

Cork Training Centre 
-Training

Cork ETB

St Catherines Church 
and Graveyard Proj-
ect

Letterkenny Training 
Centre

Donegal ETB
Blanchardstown 
Traveller Develop-
ment Group
Bremore Castle 
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FAI Coaching
Shackelton Mills 

Baldoyle Training 
Centre

FAI Irishtown
FAI Soccer Training 
Programme
Horticulture Skills
JADD LTI
Sports and Rec-
reation FUTSAL 
(Community)
TASK - Southside 
Travellers 

Dublin and Dun 
Laoghaire ETB

Bealoideas Cois 
Fharraige - Office 
Skills Level 4
Bealoidis Chois 
Fharraige - Employ-
ability Skills Level 3
Boyle IT Essen-
tials & Networking 
Technology - Info & 
Comm Tech Level 4
Boyle IT Essen-
tials & Networking 
Technology - Info 
Processing Level 5
Commerical Horti-
culture Castlerea
Commerical Horti-
culture Castlerea - 
Horticulture Level 5
Galway Family 
History Society - 
Employability Skills 
Level 3
Galway Family His-
tory Society - Office 
Skills Level 4
Loughrea History 
Project - Information 
Processing Level 5



2 May 2017

303

Roscommon Geneal-
ogy - Employability 
Skills Level 3
Roscommon Geneal-
ogy - Office Skills 
Level 4
Roscommon Gene-
alogy Office - Of-
fice Administration 
Level 5
Roscommon Wom-
ens Network Cas-
tlerea  - Information 
Processing Level 5
Roscommon Wom-
ens Network Cas-
tlerea - Employment 
Skills Level 4
Roscommon Wo-
mens Network 
Castlerea - Info & 
Comm Technologies 
Level 3
South East Galway 
IRD - Employability 
Skills Level 3
South East Galway 
IRD - General Stud-
ies Level 5
Togail - Employabil-
ity Skills Level 3
Woodford Heri-
tage - Info & Comm 
Technology Skills 
Level 4

Galway and 
Roscommon ETB

Training Centre Mer-
vue

Allenwood Career 
Choices
Career Path for Dys-
lexia
Celbridge Commu-
nity Health Services
CKLP Athy Retail 
Skills
CKLP Naas Employ-
ment Project
CKLP Naas IT & 
Office Skills
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Foundation to Em-
ployment
Greenkeeping
Horticulture Lully-
more
KARE Intellectual 
Disability Support 
Programme

Kildare Training
Arklow Business 
Enterprise Centre
Baltinglass LTI 
KARE
Tobhar to Grobacht 
- Bray Travellers 
Community Devel-
opment Group

Wicklow Training
Kildare and Wicklow 
ETB

FRESH START LTI 
FRESHFORD
Moving on Ferry-
bank 
Moving on Ferry-
bank 2
Professional Cook-
ery, School of Food, 
Thomastown (Level 
5)
Rapid Commu-
nity Garden Project 
- Newpark F.R.C. 
Rothe House Culture 
and Heritage Project 
Ltd.
The Grow Project 
(Horticulture Pro-
gramme)
Young Irish Film 
Makers Kilkenny

MAKING CON-
NECTIONS CAR-
LOW
Moving on Carlow 

Training Carlow
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Foundation to Em-
ployment
Healthcare Support
Healthcare Support 
- LTI
Horticulture
Landscaping & Hor-
ticulture     
Skills for Employ-
ment  

Training Offaly
Catering Support
Employment skills 
(Repairs and Mainte-
nance)

Training Laois
Laois and Offaly 
ETB

Broadford Sports 
and Recreation
Catering Support
Childcare
Employability Skills
Employability Skills 
- Hospital
FAI Soccer Training 
Programme
Health Care Support
Horticulture Skills
Intellectual Disabili-
lty Practice
Outdoor Recreation
Pathways to Em-
ployment Abbeyfeale
Retail Skills
Sports Coaching

Limerick Training 
Centre

Ennistymon - Path-
way to Employment
Horticulture Skills
Hospitality Opera-
tions
Kilrush - Pathway to 
Employment
Motor Technology
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Shannon Training 
Centre

Limerick Clare ETB
Life Skills & Cater-
ing
Pre-Apprenticeship 
Programme
Revamp

Longford Training
Horticulture
Office and Business 
Skills 
Training for Employ-
ment

Westmeath Training
Longford and West-
meath ETB

Create - Redeemer 
Development LTI
Drogheda Moving 
On
Drogheda Training 
Initiative LTI
Drogheda Youth 
Devlopment LTI
Linked Work Experi-
ence
Moving On Dundalk 
LTI
Muirhevna LTI
Navan Career Start 
LTI
Tabor House - Navan 
LTI
Trim Forum for Em-
ployment LTI

Louth Meath Re-
gional TC 

Louth and Meath 
ETB

Ballinrobe Lake Dis-
trict Enterprise
Computer Training 
& Research-Mohill 
Erris Arts
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FAI Football Pro-
gramme-Castlebar
Hospitality Opera-
tions
Leitrim Youth & 
Education
Mayo Folklore
Newport LTI
Office Skills-Bally-
mote LTI
Organic Horticulture
Sligo Heritage and 
Genealogy
South Mayo Family 
Research
Yeats Country Tour-
ism with IT

Mayo, Sligo and 
Leitrim ETB

Sligo Training Cen-
tre

Cahir Development 
Business & Training 
Centre
Carrick on Suir 
Development Asso-
ciation
Knockanrawley 
Resource Centre Ltd 
(KITE)
MAKING CON-
NECTIONS SOUTH 
TIPPERARY
Spafield F.R.C. Ltd - 
Retail Practice Level 
5 QQI Major Award
Tipperary Asso-
ciation for Special 
Needs - Level 5 
Childcare Pro-
gramme

Training South Tip-
perary

Littleton LTI - Sports 
& Recreation
Pathway to Employ-
ment - Tourism and 
Catering Skills - 
Littleton
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Training North Tip-
perary

Tipperary ETB
 Experience Success  
- Access 2000 Ltd 
(Wexford)
Ballybeg Horticul-
ture Programme
Business Adminis-
tration Enniscorthy 
Enterprise
Connect Programme 
(PWD)
COTS LTI PRO-
GRAMME KIL-
MUCKRIDGE
Dunhill Recreational 
Tourism Trails 
Development Pro-
gramme
Edmund Rice Inte-
gration & Support 
Unit - Pathways to 
Employment
Gorey Youth Needs 
Initiative - Sports, 
Recreation and Ex-
ercise
Lismore Atelier
Making Connections 
Waterford
Manor St John 
- Next Steps Pro-
gramme
Seans Eile 
Seans Eile 2
St. John’s Priory -  
Start March 2015
TREO DUNGAR-
VAN
Waterford Heritage 
Programme

Waterford and Wex-
ford ETB

Community Training

02/05/2017WRQ01100Community Training Centres

02/05/2017WRQ01200324. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if management 
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staff on local training initiatives have a pay relationship with and are proportionally linked 
to community training workshop managers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19593/17]

02/05/2017WRQ01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
On 21 March 2002, the Labour Court recommended that LTI Community Training Supervisors 
should receive an increase in pay and that the total grant paid by FÁS to project sponsors for su-
pervisor pay should be increased by 20%.  Sponsors were to be advised that the total increased 
grant, less employers PRSI, should be paid to supervisors.  This was implemented by FÁS.

The recommendation also stated that for future pay increases, the supervisors should have 
a pay relationship with and be ‘linked proportionally’ to Community Training Centre (CTC) 
Managers.  Any benefit to the claimants arising from the pay relationship should be paid in 
accordance with the Programme for Prosperity and Fairness, which was in place at the time.  
Since then, LTI Community Training Supervisors have received increases under national agree-
ments, in line with CTC Managers.  

02/05/2017WRQ01400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/05/2017WRQ01500325. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has received 
correspondence from the chairpersons of an association (details supplied) in which concerns re-
lating to the new model of allocating resource teaching supports are outlined; if he will facilitate 
and attend such a meeting as requested therein with representatives from the association; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19610/17]

02/05/2017WRQ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that I have received the correspondence and have asked my officials to arrange a meeting 
with the correspondents to discuss the issues they have raised. 

02/05/2017WRQ01700Reading Recovery Programme

02/05/2017WRQ01800326. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will continue 
to be a teacher leader for Reading Recovery in a centre (details supplied). [19626/17]

02/05/2017WRQ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department, through 
the teacher support services and education centres, engages teachers on a full time basis annu-
ally for the provision of CPD through secondment from their schools. Having teachers with 
relevant and recent teaching experience and expertise is a key requirement for the role. It is a 
condition therefore that the maximum length of time that a teacher may be on secondment is 
five years, following which they return to their teaching roles within their schools. A limited 
alleviation of the application of the five year limit has been agreed to allow a small number of 
seconded personnel to serve for a further limited period. 

In line with this policy, the term of secondment for the present Teacher Leader in Limerick 
has now expired. 

My Department, through the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) has 
put plans in place to ensure that all schools currently participating in the programme, continue 
to do so for the coming school year. All newly identified DEIS schools from September 2017 
will also be afforded the opportunity to access the programme in September.

Arrangements to recruit a Teacher Leader for Limerick Education Centre are also being 
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finalised. The successful candidate will undergo training from September 2017 with a view to 
taking up the full time seconded post from September 2018.                              

02/05/2017WRQ02000Reading Recovery Programme

02/05/2017WRQ02100327. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Reading Recovery 
will continue to be open to non-DEIS schools. [19627/17]

02/05/2017WRQ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Reading Recovery is a 
literacy initiative that was initially made available for DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 schools only as 
part of Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS), the Action Plan for Educational 
Inclusion, which was launched in May 2005. Each of these schools was given an opportunity to 
have a teacher trained as a Reading Recovery teacher. In some areas where training took place 
in local cluster groups, schools other than those targeted in the DEIS Action Plan were  allowed 
to participate in the programme.

My Department, through the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), con-
tinues to prioritise support for DEIS schools as well as maintaining ongoing support for other 
schools already participating in the programme.

New non DEIS schools have not been permitted to join the Reading Recovery Programme 
in light of the extensive programme of support available to all schools in the area of literacy.

The Educational Research Centre (ERC) has reported positively on the range of interven-
tions including Reading Recovery in place for DEIS schools. 

Inspectorate evaluations also demonstrate that the effectiveness of specialised programmes 
is maximised when they are integrated into the overall literacy programme in a school. 

Support for all schools provided by the PDST takes this into account as part of the ongoing  
professional development programme for “Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and Life - The 
National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy for Children and Young People 2011 - 
2020” and its “Interim Review Report 2017”.

02/05/2017WRQ02300School Curriculum

02/05/2017WRQ02400328. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current strat-
egy for applied maths as a subject at secondary level; his plans to increase the availability of this 
subject or to reduce it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19651/17]

02/05/2017WRQ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Applied Mathemat-
ics syllabus is currently under review by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA).  The NCCA intend to have completed a consultation on a draft specification for Ap-
plied Maths by Quarter 3 of 2017.

The availability of a given subject is determined by each individual school, and is not a mat-
ter for my Department.  Applied Mathematics is available to all schools.

02/05/2017WRQ02600Teaching Qualifications

02/05/2017WRQ02700329. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
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teachers for each science subject on the secondary school curriculum who have an undergradu-
ate qualification in that subject; the number who have a postgraduate qualification in that sub-
ject and the number who have no qualification in that particular subject, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19652/17]

02/05/2017WRQ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The qualifications pos-
sessed by teachers are assessed by the Teaching Council for registration purposes.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012).

Each school Board of Management or Education and Training Board (ETB) has sole respon-
sibility for the appointment of its teachers. The ETB is a statutory body with its own corporate 
status established under the Education and Training Boards Act 2013.  

Circular 31/2011, issued by my department advises school authorities that they are required 
to employ appropriately qualified and registered teachers.

Assignment of teachers to individual classes in schools is a matter for the individual school 
authorities.  

The information requested by the Deputy is not available.

02/05/2017WRQ02900Schools Building Projects Status

02/05/2017WRQ03000330. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the school build-
ing projects, including extensions, that are currently under way and which have been requested 
but are awaiting approval, which have recently completed in north Kildare; the status of each 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19653/17]

02/05/2017WRQ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the current status of the 29 school building projects in County Kildare that are included on 
my Department’s 6 Year Capital Programme is outlined in the table. 

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms for 
schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an additional teacher 
has been appointed.  Details of such funding approved in all schools, including Kildare, is avail-
able on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this is updated regularly.

Capital Programme – Major projects being progressed

County Roll No School Name School type Status
Kildare 16706G St Joseph’s NS, 

Kilcock
Primary Stage 2B

Kildare 70680U St Conleth’s VS, 
Newbridge

Post-Primary Under construc-
tion

Kildare 70700A Maynooth Com-
munity College

Post-Primary Stage 3

Kildare 76193Q New Maynooth 
Community 
College

Post-Primary Stage 3
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County Roll No School Name School type Status
Kildare 19277A St Anne’s Spe-

cial School, The 
Curragh

Special School Stage 2A

Kildare 19675N St Brigid’s NS, 
Kilcullen

Primary Completed

Kildare 76194S Naas Commu-
nity College

Post-Primary Stage 2B

Kildare 76253I Celbridge Com-
munity College

Post-Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning

Kildare 20257C Scoil Naomh 
Padraig, Cel-
bridge

Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning

Kildare 15957D Rathangan BNS Primary Substantial 
completion

Kildare 61702D St Paul’s Post-
Primary School

Post-Primary Stage 2A

Kildare 15040T Mercy Convent, 
Naas

Primary Stage 3

Kildare 18288B Scoil Mhichil 
Naofa, Athy

Primary Stage 2B

Kildare 20428D Gaelscoil Mhic 
Aodha, Kildare 
Town

Primary Under construc-
tion

Kildare 19796C St Patrick’s NS, 
Clane

Primary Stage 2B

Kildare 15769C16707I Scoil Eimhinn 
Naofa and St 
Peter’s NS, 
Monasterevan

Primary Stage 2B

Kildare 17341U Maynooth BNS Primary Stage 2B
Kildare 17872F St Conleth’s 

and St Mary’s, 
Newbridge

Primary Stage 2A

Kildare 17873H St Conleth’s 
Infant School

Primary Stage 2A

Kildare 17254C St Corban’s 
BNS

Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning

Kildare 18988G St Raphael’s 
Special School

Special School Site required

Kildare 19455W St Mark’s 
Special School, 
Newbridge

Special School Early Architec-
tural Planning

Kildare 20292E Maynooth 
ETNS

Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning

Kildare 61690W Cross & Pas-
sion, Kilcullen

Post-Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning
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County Roll No School Name School type Status
Kildare 70650L Athy Commu-

nity College
Post-Primary Early Architec-

tural Planning
Kildare 70720G St Farnan’s 

Post-Primary 
School

Post-Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning

Kildare 13902O Hewetson NS Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning

Kildare 61681V Patrician Post-
Primary, New-
bridge

Post-Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning

Kildare 61730I St Mary’s Girls 
Post-Primary 
School, Naas

Post-Primary Early Architec-
tural Planning

02/05/2017WRQ03200School Transport Eligibility

02/05/2017WRQ03300331. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a child is at-
tending a primary school that is being relocated and is no longer the nearest national school as 
determined by the Department or Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language, if the child 
can be considered eligible for the primary school transport scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19659/17]

02/05/2017WRQ03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

The purpose of the Primary School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available re-
sources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

Children are eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criterion and are attend-
ing their nearest school.

The terms of the scheme are applied equitably on a national basis. 

02/05/2017WRQ03500Third Level Funding

02/05/2017WRQ03600332. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 163 of 5 July 2016, if a response will be provided to the question (details 
supplied) in view of the fact the HEA has not provided the information requested; if the relevant 
information for 2016 can be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19681/17]

02/05/2017WRQ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 
by the Deputy is not retained in my Department or the Higher Education Authority (HEA).  My 
officials therefore requested the HEA to liaise directly with each higher education institute re-
ferred to by the Deputy and co-ordinate the information provided.  I have provided the details 
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available for each institution for the years 2013-2015 in the attached table.  The information 
relating to 2016 is not currently available. 

Name of 
University:

UCD UCC NUIG MU TCD UL

No. of 
customers 
with affin-
ity credit 
card to 
University

Details not 
available

            
4,371 

               
1,123 

A total of 
13,053 cards 
have been 
issued since 
the incep-
tion of the 
card in early 
1990’s to 
end March 
2016 - TCD 
do not have 
statistics in 
relation to 
cardhold-
ers that are 
currently 
active or 
have lapsed/ 
invalid/ 
deceased/
cancelled.

Amount 
of money 
donated 
by bank  
to univer-
sity/alumni 
fund 2013

€150,279.01 €97,115.00 €11,597.00 €192,731.00

Amount 
of money 
donated 
by bank  
to univer-
sity/alumni 
fund 2014

€167,039.12 €99,787.00 €12,634.00 €195,546.00
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Amount 
of money 
donated 
by bank  
to univer-
sity/alumni 
fund 2015 

€167,236.94 €103,496.00 NUIG has 
advised 
that the 
Galway 
University 
Foundation 
has an ar-
rangement 
with the 
Bank gov-
erning the 
promotion 
of a NUI 
Galway 
Affin-
ity Credit 
Card to 
Alumni 
and Staff 
of the 
University. 
The terms 
of this ar-
rangement 
are con-
fidential 
but NUIG 
has con-
firmed that 
all funds 
raised 
through the 
scheme are 
currently 
donated to 
the student 
scholarship 
fund.

€13,234.00 €201,156.00 UL Alumni 
Associa-
tion Lim-
ited has 
an affinity 
credit card 
programme 
with Bank 
of Ireland. 
The infor-
mation re-
quested is 
of a com-
mercially 
sensitive 
nature and 
on this ba-
sis should 
remain 
confiden-
tial.

02/05/2017WRQ03800Teachers’ Remuneration

02/05/2017WRQ03900333. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
mandating that teachers’ pay depends on holistic evaluations of performance instead of on their 
start date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19701/17]

02/05/2017WRQ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Teachers Common 
Basic Scale allows for annual incremental progression by teachers.   My Department currently 
has no plans to introduce a scheme of performance related pay for teachers. 

Based on best international practice and research, my Department uses a range of comple-
mentary measures that have been shown to be effective in improving the quality of teaching and 
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learning in schools. These include: measures to assure the quality of initial teacher education; 
regulations that ensure that only registered and qualified teachers may be employed in schools; 
the provision of continuing professional development for teachers and specialised professional 
development for school leaders; encouraging and requiring collaborative practices in schools 
through initiatives such as school self-evaluation and collaborative assessment practices that 
are included in Junior Cycle reforms; and external inspection through the Inspectorate. I should 
also note that the Teaching Council is currently working to introduce improved induction ar-
rangements for newly qualified teachers so as to support them in achieving fully registered 
status as teachers. 

In addition to the above, my Department has also published procedures aimed at assisting 
schools address professional competence issues which teachers may experience.  These proce-
dures can be accessed on my Department’s website at:

For Primary, Secondary and Community & Comprehensive Schools

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0060_2009.pdf.

For ETBs

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0071_2014.pdf.

02/05/2017WRQ04100Teachers’ Remuneration

02/05/2017WRQ04200334. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
granting a yearly bonus to maths teachers who hold a master’s degree or PhD in maths in order 
to address the shortage of qualified maths teachers here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19702/17]

02/05/2017WRQ04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In 2012 a public service-
wide review of pay and allowances was carried out by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform. As a result of the review, qualification allowances and certain other premium pay-
ments were abolished with effect from 1st February 2012.  The Department of Education and 
Skills Circular 0008/2013 outlines the effect of this decision on teachers. 

02/05/2017WRQ04400Bullying in Schools

02/05/2017WRQ04500335. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps taken by his 
Department to address bullying in schools; the number of cases of bullying reported to schools 
in the past five years; the steps a school can take with regard to bullies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19703/17]

02/05/2017WRQ04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action Plan on Bul-
lying, which was published in January 2013, sets out my Department’s approach to tackling 
bullying and promoting an anti-bullying culture in schools. It recommended actions that focus 
on support for schools, teacher training, research and awareness raising and aims to ensure that 
all forms of bullying are addressed. Implementation of the actions is ongoing and good progress 
has been made across all areas of the plan. 

As part of the implementation of the Action Plan my Department published new anti-bul-
lying procedures for all primary and post primary schools at the beginning of the 2013/14 
school year. The procedures are designed to give direction and guidance to school authorities 
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and school personnel in preventing and tackling school-based bullying behaviour amongst its 
pupils. 

All Boards of Management are required to adopt and implement an anti-bullying policy 
that fully complies with the requirements of these procedures. A template anti-bullying policy 
which must be used by all schools for this purpose is included in the procedures.

The procedures for schools outline key principles of best practice for both preventing and 
tackling bullying and require all schools to commit to these principles in their anti-bullying 
policy. In particular, they emphasise that a cornerstone in the prevention of bullying is a posi-
tive school culture and climate. In that regard, the procedures set out the need for schools to 
encourage and strengthen open dialogue between all school staff and pupils and to ensure that 
they provide appropriate opportunities for pupils to raise their concerns in an environment that 
is comfortable for the pupil.

The anti-bullying procedures also include specific requirements in relation to the use of 
prevention and education strategies and the consistent investigation, follow up and recording 
of bullying behaviour.

The procedures for schools put in place important new oversight arrangements at school 
level that involve the school principal reporting regularly to the Board of Management and a re-
quirement for the Board to undertake an annual review of the school’s anti- bullying policy and 
its implementation. Confirmation that the annual review has been completed must be provided 
to the Parents’ Association and published on the school website. 

There is no requirement on schools to report incidents of bullying behaviour to my Depart-
ment and therefore the specific information requested by the Deputy is not available. Howev-
er, my Department’s Inspectorate, in the course of their whole school inspection work, gathers 
information about how schools deal with bullying in a number of ways through:

- Review of relevant school documentation, including the school’s Code of Behaviour and 
Anti-Bullying policy;

- Meetings with parents and student representatives at which there is an opportunity for 
parents and students to raise issues where relevant and;

- The inclusion of parent and student Questionnaires on items relating to bullying. 

Students and parents are asked to respond to questions about how the school deals with bul-
lying and discipline in the school and whether or not the school provides a safe environment 
for children. Where responses indicate that students and/or parent do not believe that bullying 
is dealt with effectively, Inspectors raise this issue with school management who have ultimate 
responsibility for Anti-Bullying policies and procedures.

The publication of the new procedures for schools represented just one of the twelve actions 
set out in the Action Plan on Bullying which was published in January 2013. Other actions that 
have been taken include:

- Support for anti-bullying awareness raising initiatives and the development and roll out of 
anti-bullying training materials for parents, teachers and Boards of Management;

- A new national anti-bullying website, www.tacklebullying.ie  , was launched in November 
2015. The website provides a single point of information and support for young people, parents 
and teachers affected by bullying;
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- My Department supports anti-bullying initiatives aimed at young people such as, the Stand    
Up! Against Homophobic and Transphobic bullying campaign, organized by BeLonG To, the 
National Youth Service for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender young people in Ireland 
and the Europe-wide initiative, Safer Internet Day;  

- Since 2013 new resources to tackle cyberbullying “UP2US”, “My Selfie and the wid-
er world” and “Lockers” were launched through the internet safety initiative, Web wise.  

As outlined in the “Action Plan for Education 2016-2019”, my Department is committed to 
continuing implementation of the Anti-Bullying Action Plan through continued support for the 
development of anti-bullying training materials and awareness-raising initiatives.

02/05/2017WRQ04700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/05/2017WRQ04800336. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the second level 
schools in the Dublin 7 and 15 areas that will have autism specific classes in the academic year 
2017-2018; the number of classes that will exist per school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19711/17]

02/05/2017WRQ04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): This Government is com-
mitted to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with au-
tism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings 
through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

Almost 18,000 students in schools have been diagnosed with autism. The Department of 
Education and Skills invests over €300m annually in providing additional resources specifically 
to support students with autism in schools enabling: 

- 63% of students to attend mainstream schools

- 26% to attend special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, and

- 11% to attend special schools.

My Department considers it essential that in assessing the need for special class placements 
the individual needs of children should be properly assessed to determine the appropriateness 
of special class provision for them.

Some students, although academically able to access the curriculum in mainstream, may 
find it too difficult to manage full-time placement there. This can be due to significant difficul-
ties in areas such as behaviour or sensory needs which have not been ameliorated, even with 
appropriate intervention, in mainstream.

Enrolment in an ASD special class should only be considered where it has been demon-
strated that a student requires the support of a special class because he/she is unable to learn ef-
fectively in a mainstream class for most or all of the school day even with appropriate supports. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in consultation with the relevant education partners, 
is responsible for the establishment of special classes in various geographical areas where there 
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is an identified need. 

As you may be aware, the number of special classes has more than doubled, from 548 in 
2011 to 1153 across the country now, of which 889 are special Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) classes. The number of special classes at post-primary level has doubled in the past three 
years and continues to rise rapidly. 

With regard to the area mentioned by the Deputy, the NCSE has advised that there are 2 post 
primary ASD special classes in Coláiste Pobail Setanta, Phibblestown, Dublin 15. The NCSE 
has informed my Department that they are satisfied that there are currently sufficient Post Pri-
mary ASD special class placements to meet existing demand in the area.

The NCSE will continue to engage with schools in the area in relation to opening additional 
Post Primary special classes as required.

Parents/Guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) who can 
assist in identifying an appropriate educational placement for their child. Contact details are 
available on www.ncse.ie.

02/05/2017WRQ05000National Educational Psychological Service Staff

02/05/2017WRQ05100337. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the recruitment of a new National Educational Psychological Service, NEPS, psychologist 
for assignment to a school (details supplied).  [19745/17]

02/05/2017WRQ05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides an edu-
cational psychological service to schools through the direct assignment of a NEPS psychologist 
and in some cases through by providing schools access to the Scheme for Commissioning Psy-
chological Assessments (SCPA) where schools can have an assessment carried out by a member 
of the panel of private psychologists approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist 
the fees for this assessment directly.

NEPS psychologists are recruited via regional panels formed from national recruitment 
competitions administered by the Public Appointments Service (PAS). A new national recruit-
ment competition was undertaken in late 2016 to fill any existing vacancies.

I can inform the Deputy that regional panels have now been formed following this process 
and PAS are currently engaged with prospective recruits to fill the remaining vacancies, includ-
ing those in the Dublin Region. It is envisaged that these staff will be in place before the end of 
the current academic year.

In the interim, schools whose service from NEPS are the subject of such vacancies have 
been advised that they may access assessment services via the Scheme for the Commissioning 
of Psychological Assessments described above and that they will continue to be able to access 
advice and assistance in the event of a critical incident, from their local NEPS office.

My Department’s NEPS service will continue to communicate developments in this regard 
to the schools involved.

02/05/2017WRQ05300Special Educational Needs Staff
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02/05/2017WRQ05400338. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the challenges a designated developing school (details supplied) is having in 
relation to provision of sufficient special needs assistant, SNA, support. [19746/17]

02/05/2017WRQ05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department’s policy is 
to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA support will receive access to such 
support.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory 
agency, is responsible, through its network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, including SNA 
support.  The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out 
in the Department’s Circular 0030/2014 in order that students who have care needs can access 
SNA support as and when it is needed.  

Responsibility for deciding on the quantum of educational supports and resources to be al-
located to schools to support individual pupils rests with the NCSE.  In making allocations to 
schools, the NCSE takes into account the assessed individual needs of all children with identi-
fied needs in the school.  The consideration of professional reports is an integral part of deter-
mining the extent of supports to be provided for pupils with special educational needs.  

SNA allocations are not made to individual children, but are made to the school to support 
the care needs of children with assessed special educational needs in the school. 

I am aware of correspondence received by my Department outlining the position of the 
school to which the Deputy refers. The NCSE has advised that the school submitted an appeal 
to the NCSE in respect of the school’s overall level of SNA support and the appeal was not up-
held as it could only take account of the applications and the documentation that were available 
to the NCSE at the time of the initial decision.  The NCSE has also advised that following new 
applications for access to SNA support,  the SENO visited the school to conduct a care needs 
review and a letter issued to the school in March informing the school of an increased alloca-
tion to 7.49 SNA posts. 

All schools were asked to apply for SNA support for the 2017/18 school year by 6th April 
2017. The NCSE will consider all applications for SNA support which have been made by 
schools. SENOs will continue to process applications for access to SNA support which are 
received after this deadline. Such applications will be processed in the order in which the ap-
plications have been 

received.

Schools will be advised of their revised SNA allocations for the 2016/17 school year, prior 
to the end of the current school year.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also con-
tact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the con-
tact details available on www.ncse.ie.

02/05/2017WRQ05600Departmental Properties

02/05/2017WRQ05700339. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing efforts to agree the provision of a site to a local authority (details supplied). [19747/17]
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02/05/2017WRQ05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Officials in my Department 
are working closely with officials from the relevant local authority in relation to the potential 
temporary accommodation of the amenity to which the Deputy refers on land in my ownership.

The proposal is subject to a number of technical and legal considerations but my Depart-
ment will endeavor to facilitate the local authority in this respect if at all possible. 

02/05/2017WRQ05900School Transport Provision

02/05/2017WRQ06000340. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
specialised school transport for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19761/17]

02/05/2017WRQ06100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

In general, children with special educational needs are eligible for school transport if they 
are attending the nearest recognised mainstream or special school that is or can be resourced, to 
meet their special educational needs under Department of Education and Skills’ criteria.

The child in question is eligible for school transport however Bus Éireann has advised that 
there is no existing suitable service available to meet the child’s needs.  

In such circumstances, my Department has sanctioned a Special Transport Grant (STG) 
towards the cost of private transport arrangements.  

02/05/2017WRQ06200Residential Institutions Redress Scheme Data

02/05/2017WRQ06300341. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
money outstanding for the redress schemes from an organisation (details supplied); and if he 
will report on any recent discussion with it to retrieve all funds pledged. [19769/17]

02/05/2017WRQ06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The religious congregation 
referred to in the Deputy’s question was one of 18 that was a party with the State to the 2002 
Indemnity Agreement. That Agreement provided for a collective contribution of €128 million 
in cash, counselling and property. 

I understand that the transfer of one property offered by this Congregation, the Sacred Heart 
Centre, Waterford, remains to be fully transferred. The completion of this transfer is at an ad-
vanced stage with the intended recipient, the Health Service Executive, in occupation of the 
property.

In response to the call for further substantial contributions towards the costs of redress made 
in the aftermath of the publication of the report of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse 
(the Ryan Report), many of the congregations that were party to the 2002 Indemnity Agreement 
made individual offers of cash and/or property. I should stress that these offers are voluntary 
and do not form part of any agreement. The Congregation in question offered an additional cash 
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contribution of €5m, of which amount €2m has been paid. In 2012 the Congregation advised 
that it had decided to waive its claim for legal costs from the Commission to Inquire into Child 
Abuse (CICA) and to offset this claim against the remaining cash contribution of €3m. The then 
Government agreed to reckon this set-off as a contribution towards the redress response, the 
amount of which will be calculated by applying the average discount achieved by CICA on its 
respondent legal costs.  This exercise will be done once CICA has completed its work. The Con-
gregation was advised that in the event that the amount of the set-off calculated on that basis is 
less than the €3m now outstanding the Government would expect it to make up the shortfall by 
way of a cash payment.  

02/05/2017WRQ06500Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

02/05/2017WRQ06600342. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of staff 
that ceased their employment with Caranua in each month in 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabu-
lar form. [19774/17]

02/05/2017WRQ06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua, the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Board, is an independent statutory body established pursuant to the 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 to oversee the use of the cash contributions of 
up to €110 million, pledged by the religious congregations, to support the needs of survivors of 
institutional child abuse. As an independent body Caranua is responsible for managing its own 
affairs. As my Department does not hold details of the movement of individual staff in and out 
of Caranua I have asked my officials to request Caranua to provide the Deputy with the infor-
mation sought by her as soon as possible.

02/05/2017WRQ06800Summer Works Scheme Applications

02/05/2017WRQ06900343. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for the school summer works scheme by a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19800/17]

02/05/2017WRQ07000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of a Category 3 application, Mechanical Upgrade under the 
Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017) from the school to which he refers.

Nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very 
high demand. Details of successful school applicants in Categories 1 and 2 were announced in 
April last year and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie  . Assessment 
of valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, subject to 
overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the scheme as 
outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Department’s website. 
The application from the school in question is available to be considered in this context. 

02/05/2017WRQ07100Student Universal Support Ireland Administration

02/05/2017WRQ07200344. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will take 
in view of the fact that due to SUSI having introduced a system whereby Eircode postcodes are 
used instead of a programme (details supplied) to calculate the distance a person lives from a 
third level institution, some previously eligible persons have now been rendered ineligible for 
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a non adjacent grant. [19802/17]

02/05/2017WRQ07300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): SUSI has progressively 
introduced a number of measures that are intended to make the Student Grant Scheme more 
efficient for students. One of these measures is the introduction of Eircode which has helped to 
reduce processing times for applicants. 

However, the actual calculation of distance from a student’s home to college has not changed 
from previous years, and SUSI continues to use google maps to calculate distance. 

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, 
to SUSI. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and 
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an on-line 
appeal outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant via www.studentgrantappeals.
ie   outlining the position to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board within the required 
timeframe.

02/05/2017WRQ07400School Management

02/05/2017WRQ07500345. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
with regard to a timeframe for the full restoration of posts of responsibility in primary schools; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19906/17]

02/05/2017WRQ07600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Budget 2016 provided 250 
posts to second level schools to enable Deputy Principals to be more fully available to assist the 
school principal with the leadership of the school. At primary level, Budget 2016 provided for 
additional release days for teaching principals to range between 15 and 25 days depending on 
the size of the school. 

Budget 2017 provided for an additional €7.75m to strengthen school leadership which has 
provided for the equivalent of 170 additional posts to second level schools to employ an ad-
ditional Deputy Principal to assist the school principal with the leadership of the school. With 
effect from September 2017, schools with pupil enrolment in excess of 700 will be allocated 
additional Deputy Principal posts.

Budget 2017 also provides for the commencement of the restoration of middle management 
posts in both the primary and post-primary sector with effect from the 2017/18 school year. 

The recently established Centre for School Leadership (CSL) is a collaboration between 
my Department and the representative professional bodies for school principals. It has been 
created to offer professional and practical support to schools leaders. This support structure 
for leadership teams in schools will attempt to ensure that school leaders have opportunities to 
access, share and create knowledge and experience within their leadership roles. The work of 
the Centre draws on best international practice and research in the professional development of 
school leaders. Priorities for the Centre include a new post graduate qualification for aspiring 
school leaders, a mentoring programme for newly appointed school principals, coaching sup-
port for serving principals, a review and alignment of leadership programmes with Department 
standards. 

Last year my Department published “Looking at Our School 2016”, a quality framework 
for primary and post primary schools which is designed to support the efforts of teachers and 
school leaders, as well as the school system more generally, to strive for excellence in our 
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schools. 

The current review of the post of responsibility structure in schools will, in the context of 
restoration of posts, address the further development of a distributed leadership model.

02/05/2017WRQ07700Schools Establishment

02/05/2017WRQ07800346. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide the data sets used in the geographical information system when identifying areas under 
increased demographic pressure; the metric used in this assessment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19950/17]

02/05/2017WRQ07900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places across 
the country will arise. 

The GIS uses data from a range of sources including; 

- the Central Statistics Office, 

- Ordnance Survey Ireland, 

- Child Benefit Data from the Department of Social Protection, and 

- Enrolment data/available capacity of existing schools from my Department’s own data-
bases. 

With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises at pri-
mary and post-primary level to determine where additional school accommodation is needed.   
These exercises take account of updated enrolment and child benefit data and also the impact of 
existing and planned capacity increases to schools in these areas

02/05/2017WRQ08000Schools Establishment

02/05/2017WRQ08100347. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
a map of the school planning area boundaries for north Dublin; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19951/17]

02/05/2017WRQ08200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places across 
the country will arise. In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demo-
graphic data, the Department divides the country into 314 school planning areas.

The North Dublin area covers a number of school planning areas including:

- Beaumont/Coolock/Dublin5 

- Blanchardstown Village 

- BlanchardstownWest/Dublin15 

- Cabra/Phibsboro/Dublin7 

- Carpenterstown/Dublin15 
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- Castleknock/Dublin15 

- Darndale/Dublin17 

- Donabate 

- Donaghmede/Howth/Dublin13 

- Drumcondra/Marino/Dublin1 

- FinglasEast/Ballymun/Dublin11 

- Killester/Raheny/Clontarf 

- Malahide/Nevinstown 

- Portmarnock 

- Rush&Lusk 

- Scribblestown/FinglasWest 

- Skerries 

- Swords 

- Whitehall/Santry/Dublin9

The North Dublin area also includes parts of the Ashbourne, Balbriggan and Mulhuddart/
Tyrellstown/Dublin15 school planning areas. 

A map of the area to which the Deputy refers has been attached as requested.

02/05/2017WRQ08300School Curriculum

02/05/2017WRQ08400348. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review the 
policy of allowing schools to alter their relationship and sexuality education according to their 
ethos and instead implement a required minimum including such topics as consent, sexual as-
sault and LGBT subjects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19976/17]

02/05/2017WRQ08500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Section 9(b) of the Educa-
tion Act 1998 requires schools to provide the curriculum as prescribed by my Department. Cur-
rently, that includes the requirement to provide a Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) 
programme for all students.  The RSE programme is delivered in the context of Social, Personal 
and Health Education (SPHE) for students from primary to the end of Junior Cycle.  A separate 
RSE Programme is in place for Senior Cycle.  

The right of schools to uphold their ethos and characteristic spirit is protected in a number 
of laws (Section 15.2 (b) of Section 7 of The Equal Status Act, 2000; for example) and it is 
recognised by my Department that RSE will be delivered within the characteristic spirit of the 
school.  The school’s RSE policy, which should be developed and reviewed in partnership with 
parents and, as appropriate, students, should clarify how RSE is to be provided in accordance 
with the ethos of the school.  It remains a requirement, however, that all aspects of the RSE cur-
riculum, including those in relation to sexual orientation, contraception, sexually transmitted 
infections etc should be covered.
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Through RSE, formal opportunities are provided for students to acquire knowledge and un-
derstanding of human sexuality.  While gender and gender orientation are not designated topics 
in the SPHE syllabuses, those syllabuses do provide opportunities for teachers to explore at an 
age appropriate level the questions set out in your email.  The topics included are intended to 
develop in students respect for one’s own sexuality and the sexuality of others.  

The SPHE Support Service has worked collaboratively with GLEN and BelongTo and the 
HSE to develop a resource, “Growing up lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender” for use by 
RSE classes at both junior and senior cycle levels.  It includes lesson plans which will support 
students to achieve a better understanding of the concepts of gender identity and transgender.  
The menu of in-service courses offered by the SPHE Support Service to schools also includes 
the topics of sexual orientation and homophobic bullying.

There is the option to opt out of SPHE under Section 30.2 (e) of the Education Act 1998, 
which does not oblige any student to attend instruction in any subject which is contrary to the 
conscience of the parent of the student, or in the case of a student who has reached the age of 
18 years, the student.

02/05/2017WRS00200Schools Extra Curricular Activities

02/05/2017WRS00300349. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will disallow the 
secondary school practice of bringing in outside unvetted and unaccountable third parties to 
give lectures on sexual education; if he will provide schools with a pre-vetted list of acceptable 
groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19977/17]

02/05/2017WRS00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Decisions in relation to 
visitors to schools are taken at a school level.  Circular 0023/2010 of the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills sets out the criteria which must apply if schools wish to enhance or supplement 
Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) by inviting visitors to the classroom.  

The relevant rules are summarised as follows:

- Visitors to the classroom or school, particularly those engaging directly with students, 
should be aware of relevant school policies including the school’s child protection policy and 
RSE policy. Any such visit must be carefully planned in advance in line with the relevant 
whole-school RSE programme and policies.

- Talks/programmes delivered by outside agencies or speakers must be consistent with and 
complementary to the school’s ethos and RSE programme. Visits should be planned, researched 
and implemented in partnership with school personnel.

- Relevant teachers need to liaise with and be involved with all visitors and external agen-
cies working with the school and the whole staff needs to be made aware of same.

- It is strongly recommended that parents should be consulted and made aware of any such 
visiting people or agencies to classrooms / schools.

- The school’s RSE coordinator may also help in the process of whole-school planning and 
coordination to support the effective implementation of RSE.

- It is of the utmost importance that classroom teachers remain in the classroom with the stu-
dents and retain a central role in delivery of the core subject matter of the RSE programme. The 
presence of the classroom teacher should ensure that the school follows appropriate procedures 
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for dealing with any issue(s) that may arise as a result of the external input(s).

- All programmes and events delivered by visitors and external agencies must use appro-
priate, evidence-based methodologies with clear educational outcomes. Such programmes are 
best delivered by those specifically qualified to work with the young people for whom the pro-
grammes are designed.

- All programmes, talks, interventions and events should be evaluated by students and 
teachers in terms of the subject matter, messages, structure, methodology and proposed learn-
ing outcomes.

A review of the advice provided in this Circular, and in Circular 0022/2010 is provided in 
the Action Plan for Education 2017 (Action 1.3).  The purpose is to provide stronger more com-
prehensive guidance for schools on the effective use of external programmes.

In addition to the detailed criteria given to schools about inviting visitors to the RSE class-
room, my Department has also highlighted to schools that research findings indicate that the 
following teaching approaches have limited effect and are counterproductive to the effective 
implementation of RSE. Schools are advised to avoid the following approaches: scare tactics; 
sensationalist interventions; testimonials; information only interventions; information that is 
not age appropriate; once off/short term interventions; normalising young people’s risky behav-
iour; and a didactic approach.

02/05/2017WRS00500Suicide Prevention

02/05/2017WRS00600350. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if counselling services 
for teens at risk of suicide are provided by the Government, the HSE, and his Department; the 
percentage of school counsellors that have attended suicide training; the percentage of second-
ary school teachers that have been trained in suicide prevention; if external suicide services 
and hotlines are advertised in secondary schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[19978/17]

02/05/2017WRS00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Ensuring the mental and 
emotional wellbeing of students is a major priority of mine as Minister. My Department adopts 
a holistic and integrated approach to supporting the work of schools in promoting positive men-
tal health and to supporting those with the broad range of problems, behavioural emotional and 
social.    The processes span the curriculum in schools, whole-school ethos, quality of teaching, 
learning and assessment, student support and pastoral care and the provision of professional 
development for teachers. It also involves other supports such as educational psychological 
services and guidance and counselling services, and the interface with other agencies, both 
nationally and locally. Schools also engage in a wide range of sport and cultural co-curricular 
activities which provide an important opportunity for students to experience success and per-
sonal growth. 

Wellbeing   Guidelines for Post-Primary (2013)  and   Primary Schools  (2015) have been 
developed by my Department in collaboration  with the Department of Health and the Health 
Service Executive. The guidelines are informed by consultation with key Education and Health 
partners and by the findings of  research. They provide practical guidance to schools on how 
they can promote mental health and wellbeing in an integrated school-wide way and they also 
provide evidence-based advice on how to support young people who may be at risk of suicidal 
behaviour. 

The Guidelines build on the significant work already taking place in schools, including 
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through the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum, the whole-school guid-
ance plan, the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) continuum of support model 
and the HSE , Health Promoting Schools process. Information is also provided on how to access 
support from the SPHE Support Service and other external agencies and support services.  In  
addition Wellbeing Guidelines to support the introduction in September 2017 of the Junior Cy-
cle Wellbeing Programme have been developed. These include a focus on mental health promo-
tion. Professional development is currently being provided for  schools in anticipation of this. 

Training in relation to suicide prevention is provided by the HSE , and various voluntary 
groups. My department is not, therefore, in a position to provide details on attendance at  sui-
cide prevention training courses.

My Department is liaising with the National Office for Suicide Prevention to introduce a 
training model for the delivery of the SafeTalk suicide programme through the Education Cen-
tre network commencing in the 2017/18 school year.

02/05/2017WRS00800Suicide Prevention

02/05/2017WRS00900351. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if schools are advertis-
ing outside resources for suicide prevention such as an application (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19980/17]

02/05/2017WRS01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Ensuring the mental and 
emotional wellbeing of students is a major priority of mine as Minister. My Department adopts 
a holistic and integrated approach to supporting the work of schools in promoting positive men-
tal health and to supporting those with the broad range of problems, behavioural emotional and 
social.  The processes span the curriculum in schools, whole-school ethos, quality of teaching, 
learning and assessment, student support and pastoral care and the provision of professional 
development for teachers. It also involves other supports such as educational psychological 
services and guidance and counselling services, and the interface with other agencies, both 
nationally and locally. Schools also engage in a wide range of sport and cultural co-curricular 
activities which provide an important opportunity for students to experience success and per-
sonal growth. 

Wellbeing   Guidelines for Post-Primary (2013)  and   Primary Schools  (2015) have been 
developed by my Department in collaboration  with the Department of Health and the Health 
Service Executive. The guidelines are informed by consultation with key Education and Health 
partners and by the findings of  research. They provide practical guidance to schools on how 
they can promote mental health and wellbeing in an integrated school-wide way and they also 
provide evidence-based advice on how to support young people who may be at risk of suicidal 
behaviour.

The Guidelines build on the significant work already taking place in schools, including 
through the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum, the whole-school guid-
ance plan, the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) continuum of support model 
and the HSE , Health Promoting Schools process. Information is also provided on how to access 
support from the SPHE Support Service and other external agencies and support services.  In  
addition it is planned to introduce  Wellbeing Guidelines for the Junior Cycle  Programme  in 
September 2017. This will include a focus on mental health promotion. Professional develop-
ment is currently being provided for  schools in anticipation of this. 

A range of external resources and initiatives  are available to assist schools, among others, in 



2 May 2017

329

supporting various aspects of a positive mental health process or relating to suicide prevention 
and crisis intervention such as the example instanced by the Deputy in his question. It is a mat-
ter for schools to determine which of these resources they choose to access. My Department’s 
advice is that schools in the first instance should implement the guideline documents effectively 
and when considering collaborating with external agencies in doing work in the area of mental 
health promotion, schools should be cognisant of my Department’s Circular 0023/2010 which 
provides advice on best practice for Social Personal and Health Education.

I trust this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRS01100School Funding

02/05/2017WRS01200352. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an increase in the 
capitation fees paid to schools can be expected; if so, the timeline for same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19983/17]

02/05/2017WRS01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action Plan for Edu-
cation 2016-2019 outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 year period 2016 
to 2019 which include restoring capitation funding as resources permit.  

Budget 2017 represents the start of a major programme of reinvestment in education, and 
the first phase of implementation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best 
education system in Europe within a decade.

In relation to capitation funding this commitment remains a priority for me to address dur-
ing the lifetime of the Action Plan. 

Primary schools are permitted to regard the capitation and ancillary grant as a combined 
grant.  The ancillary grant was increased by €6 in 2016 and €5 in 2017 in order to enable pri-
mary schools implement the arbitration salary increase for grant funded school secretaries and 
caretakers and to also implement the restoration of salary for cleaners arising from the unwind-
ing of FEMPI legislation.  A similar type approach in relation to improvements in grant funding 
was applied, as appropriate, at post-primary level.

02/05/2017WRS01400Apprenticeship Programmes

02/05/2017WRS01500353. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for 
the commencement of the heavy goods vehicle driver apprenticeship programme; the expected 
timeframe for qualified drivers to come into the workforce; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20005/17]

02/05/2017WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I understand, the proposed HGV Driver Apprenticeship, being developed jointly by the Irish 
Road Haulage Association and Cavan Monaghan ETB, is at an advanced stage of develop-
ment.  Cavan Monaghan ETB, on behalf of the consortia, expects to submit the programme to 
Quality Qualifications Ireland (QQI) for validation by end of May 2017.  

Subject to successful validation of the programme, it is expected that HGV Driver Appren-
ticeship will commence in the first quarter of 2018 . The proposed apprenticeship is three years 
in duration and on successful completion of the programme the apprentice would be a fully 
qualified HGV driver.



Questions - Written Answers

330

02/05/2017WRS01700School Transport Eligibility

02/05/2017WRS01800354. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills his proposals to 
make amendments to the criteria applicable to the post-primary school transport scheme (de-
tails supplied); his views on whether traffic congestion and real time travel times should also be 
part of the criteria applied in addition to distance when evaluating eligibility to free travel; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20022/17]

02/05/2017WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attend-
ing their nearest Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by my Department/Bus 
Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.  

Bus Éireann determines distance eligibility by measuring the shortest traversable route, 
which may be either pedestrian or vehicular from a family’s home to their nearest school. The 
main purpose of this measurement is to identify the distance that families reside from their near-
est school and to assess if they meet the distance eligibility criterion for school transport. In the 
interests of equity, this is applied on a consistent standard basis across the country irrespective 
of any local circumstances that may impact on travel conditions on particular routes. 

Bus Éireann plans routes based on the locations of children who are eligible for school 
transport.

Eligible children who hold valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are exempt from paying the 
school transport charge. 

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis and I 
am satisfied with the current criteria for determining eligibility.

02/05/2017WRS02000Home Tuition Scheme Provision

02/05/2017WRS02100355. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will examine 
the pay discrepancies incurred by a person (details supplied) when employed by his Department 
to provide home tuition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20044/17]

02/05/2017WRS02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Educa-
tion and Skills, acts as a payroll agent on behalf of the parent/legal guardian for the payment 
of the home tuition grant schemes. Such payments are made directly to the approved tutor via 
the non-teaching staff payroll of this Department. There are currently three rates of payment 
for teachers registered with the teaching council: a rate for qualified primary teachers who are 
teaching primary sector students, a rate for qualified post primary school teachers teaching post 
primary sector students  and a modified rate applied to all retired qualified teachers who are in 
receipt of a public service pension or any qualified registered teacher providing tuition in a sec-
tor other than the sector they are qualified and registered in.
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Due to a clerical error the tutor in question was approved for the Post Primary qualified rate 
of pay. However when the payment claim form was received for the tuition provided, it was dis-
covered that the modified hourly rate of pay should apply as this tutor is in receipt of a retired 
teachers pension. The tutor was phoned and advised of this error and the correct hourly rate. In 
addition, she was subsequently advised of the correct rate of pay by letter.

02/05/2017WRS02300Home Tuition Scheme

02/05/2017WRS02400356. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the difficulty for parents in sourcing tutors to provide home tuition for children 
with special educational needs; his plans to address the shortage; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20051/17]

02/05/2017WRS02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The purpose of the Home 
Tuition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a compensatory educa-
tional service for children who, for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to 
attend school. 

The scheme also provides a compensatory educational service for children with special edu-
cational needs seeking an educational placement. Provision is also made for early intervention 
for children with autism.

As tuition takes place outside the usual school structure it is important that the educational 
programme provided generally reflects that which would be provided in a school environment.

It is appropriate therefore that the qualification standard for Home Tuition generally reflects 
that required in a school environment. Accordingly, it is a condition of the scheme that parents/
guardians must recruit a tutor who is qualified in the relevant sector, and is registered with the 
Teaching Council, similar to the requirement for teachers in schools.  

Where all efforts have failed to secure the services of a teacher qualified to teach in the sec-
tor concerned, the Department may consider the engagement of a person who is registered with 
the Teaching Council and has a primary degree (minimum Level 7 on the National Framework 
of Qualifications) in a relevant area.

The operation of the Home Tuition Grant Scheme is reviewed annually. Officials in my De-
partment are currently reviewing the terms of the 2017/18 Home Tuition Grant Scheme which 
will take into consideration any issues arising during the past year. 

02/05/2017WRS02600Teachers’ Remuneration

02/05/2017WRS02700357. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will restore 
teachers’ pay and conditions in order that there is not an inferior pay scale for newly qualified 
teachers; the timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20052/17]

02/05/2017WRS02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As a consequence of the 
financial crisis, there was a need to enact a number of measures to reduce public expenditure 
so as to stabilise the country’s public finances. A previous Government reduced the salaries and 
allowances payable to all new entrants to public service recruitment grades by 10% with effect 
from 1 January 2011. This decision also required that such new entrants would start on the first 
point of the applicable salary scale, which in the case of teachers had the effect of reducing their 
starting pay by a further 4-5%. Later in 2011, the Government placed a cap on the overall level 
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of qualification allowances that could be earned by teachers. 

Subsequently in 2012, following the public service-wide review of allowances, the Govern-
ment withdrew qualification allowances for new teachers altogether. However, the Government 
partially compensated for this by deciding that new entrant teachers would henceforth com-
mence on a new salary scale which had a starting point higher than the starting point of the old 
scale. 

The public service agreements have allowed a programme of pay restoration to start. I have 
used this to negotiate substantial improvements in pay for new teachers. The agreement reached 
with TUI and INTO in September 2016 will see pay rises of between 15-22% (between €4,600 
and €6,700) for new entrant teachers.  The agreements also provide for earlier permanency for 
younger teachers, new promotion opportunities and new flexibilities in working hours.  The 
pay increases for new teachers were also available to ASTI members under the proposals which 
members recently balloted on.  

The agreements have restored an estimated 75% of the difference in pay for more recently 
recruited teachers and deliver full equality at later points in the scale.  This is substantial prog-
ress and strikes an equitable balance with other claims for funding on my Department, particu-
larly needs such as enhanced service for children with special educational needs, for disadvan-
taged schools, for growing schools, for Higher Education and for apprenticeships.  

It must be borne in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to the public service 
applied to all public servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration of these measures in 
respect of teachers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the public service. While I 
am not in a position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restoring all post-1 January 2011 
entrants in all areas of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale arrangements, I can say that 
in the case of education and training sector employees, including teachers, the estimated cost 
would be between €65 and €70 million per annum.  Clearly, the cost across the entire public 
service would be substantially higher.

Further negotiation on new entrant pay cannot focus on just one sector. A broader assess-
ment of pay and new entrant pay across the public service will be informed by the analysis of 
the Public Service Pay Commission. 

The Government established the Commission to examine pay levels across the public ser-
vice, including entry levels of pay. The Government also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal 
of the FEMPI legislation, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in 
recognition of the essential role played by public servants.

I accept that the teacher unions have outstanding pay demands and that the new entrant deal 
does not travel the full distance that they set out to achieve. However, it does represent signifi-
cant progress, and the door is not closed to the trade union movement seeking to advance the 
issue further in the context of future public service pay talks. Indeed, negotiations on a succes-
sor agreement to Lansdowne Road will shortly get under way. 

02/05/2017WRS02900Education and Training Boards Administration

02/05/2017WRS03000358. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
internal auditors employed by the Education and Training Boards, ETBs, at national level; if 
the reports on audits completed are signed off by the auditor concerned; if there is an issue with 
the County Cork ETB relative to cash and receipts; if he has satisfied himself that the auditors 
are being treated in accordance with best practice and good workplace relations; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [20066/17]

02/05/2017WRS03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Internal Audit Unit for 
the ETBs (IAU-ETBs) is based in Cavan and Monaghan ETB for employer and administration 
purposes. The staffing complement has comprised of a Director and three internal auditors who 
report to the Director. A recruitment process is currently underway to fill three vacancies at 
internal auditor level, as well as to expand the unit by a similar amount. Staff of the IAU-ETBs 
are subject to, and enjoy the protection of, the usual human resource arrangements for ETBs in 
relation to best practice and good workplace relations. 

Best practice in relation to audit matters operates within the terms of reference for the in-
ternal audit unit.  Best practice in relation to audit matters is also dealt with through the work 
of the IAU-ETB Steering Committee which has responsibility for oversight of the work of the 
IAU-ETBs.  This Committee is chaired by Mr Pierce Kent. Mr Kent is a corporate governance 
specialist and a Senior Fellow at the UCD Smurfit Business School. 

To ensure continuity of service provision to the ETBs pending the filling of the vacan-
cies in the IAU-ETBs, internal audit is currently taking place on an outsourced basis in line 
with the IAU-ETB’s work programme for the year. Audits are currently underway on the topics 
of ETBs’ IT systems and ETB training centres.

The reporting procedures for the IAU-ETBs provide that the IAU-ETBs issues two reports 
specific to an ETB at the conclusion of each audit; a Findings and Recommendations Report 
and an Opinion Report. These reports are signed by the Director on behalf of the IAU-ETBs and 
have regard to the fieldwork and reporting undertaken by internal auditor/s. When finalised, the 
reports are provided to the Audit Committee and the Chief Executive of the ETB. The Opinion 
Report is also provided to my Department by the Chief Executive. 

City of Cork VEC and County Cork VEC were dissolved in 2013 and Cork ETB was es-
tablished.  In relation to Cork ETB, my Department received a copy of an Opinion Report in 
relation to an audit of the receipt, banking and reconciliation of Head Office, PLC course and 
night  class receipts, dated July 2015, which indicated that Cork ETB has adequate system of 
internal control in place. 

Cork ETB is also subject to external audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG). 
In the latest published financial statements which were for the calendar year 2015, no issues of 
concern were highlighted by the C&AG.  The C&AG audit in respect of the 2016 Accounts is 
due to commence shortly.

On foot of the Deputy’s question, my Department’s officials contacted Cork ETB who in-
formed the Department that they are not aware of any particular issue in relation to cash and 
receipts. However, if the Deputy wishes to submit further information to my Department in 
relation his query on cash and receipts further enquiries can be made.

02/05/2017WRS03200Teachers’ Remuneration

02/05/2017WRS03300359. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe to 
end the pay inequality between newly qualified teachers and more experienced teachers; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20095/17]

02/05/2017WRS03400360. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe to 
consider and implement the changes proposed by the Public Service Pay Commission on the 
issue of pay inequality; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20096/17]
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02/05/2017WRS03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take questions 
Nos. 359 and 360 together.

As a consequence of the financial crisis, there was a need to enact a number of measures to 
reduce public expenditure so as to stabilise the country’s public finances. A previous Govern-
ment reduced the salaries and allowances payable to all new entrants to public service recruit-
ment grades by 10% with effect from 1 January 2011. This decision also required that such new 
entrants would start on the first point of the applicable salary scale, which in the case of teachers 
had the effect of reducing their starting pay by a further 4-5%. Later in 2011, the Government 
placed a cap on the overall level of qualification allowances that could be earned by teachers. 

Subsequently in 2012, following the public service-wide review of allowances, the Govern-
ment withdrew qualification allowances for new teachers altogether. However, the Government 
partially compensated for this by deciding that new entrant teachers would henceforth com-
mence on a new salary scale which had a starting point higher than the starting point of the old 
scale. 

The public service agreements have allowed a programme of pay restoration to start. I have 
used this to negotiate substantial improvements in pay for new teachers. The agreement reached 
with TUI and INTO in September 2016 will see pay rises of between 15-22% (between €4,600 
and €6,700) for new entrant teachers.  The agreements also provide for earlier permanency for 
younger teachers, new promotion opportunities and new flexibilities in working hours.  The 
pay increases for new teachers were also available to ASTI members under the proposals which 
members recently balloted on.  

The agreements have restored an estimated 75% of the difference in pay for more recently 
recruited teachers and deliver full equality at later points in the scale.  This is substantial prog-
ress and strikes an equitable balance with other claims for funding on my Department, particu-
larly needs such as enhanced service for children with special educational needs, for disadvan-
taged schools, for growing schools, for Higher Education and for apprenticeships.  

It must be borne in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to the public service 
applied to all public servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration of these measures in 
respect of teachers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the public service. While I 
am not in a position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restoring all post-1 January 2011 
entrants in all areas of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale arrangements, I can say that 
in the case of education and training sector employees, including teachers, the estimated cost 
would be between €65 and €70 million per annum.  Clearly, the cost across the entire public 
service would be substantially higher.

Further negotiation on new entrant pay cannot focus on just one sector. A broader assess-
ment of pay and new entrant pay across the public service will be informed by the analysis of 
the Public Service Pay Commission. 

The Government established the Commission to examine pay levels across the public ser-
vice, including entry levels of pay. The Government also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal 
of the FEMPI legislation, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in 
recognition of the essential role played by public servants.

I accept that the teacher unions have outstanding pay demands and that the new entrant deal 
does not travel the full distance that they set out to achieve. However, it does represent signifi-
cant progress, and the door is not closed to the trade union movement seeking to advance the 
issue further in the context of future public service pay talks. Indeed, negotiations on a succes-
sor agreement to Lansdowne Road will shortly get under way. 
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02/05/2017WRS03600Suicide Prevention

02/05/2017WRS03700361. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if suicide 
prevention classes will be introduced in schools (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20117/17]

02/05/2017WRS03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Ensuring the mental and 
emotional wellbeing of all students is a major priority of mine as Minister. My Department 
adopts a holistic and integrated approach to supporting the work of schools in promoting posi-
tive mental health and to supporting those with the broad range of problems, behavioural, emo-
tional and social. The processes span the curriculum in schools, whole-school ethos, quality 
of teaching, learning and assessment, student support and pastoral care and the provision of 
professional development for teachers. It also involves other supports such as educational psy-
chological services and guidance and counselling services, and the interface with other agen-
cies, both nationally and locally. Schools also engage in a wide range of sport and cultural co-
curricular activities which provide an important opportunity for students to experience success 
and personal growth.

The publications ‘Wellbeing in Post Primary Schools - Guidelines for Mental Health Pro-
motion and Suicide Prevention (2013)’ and ‘Wellbeing in Primary Schools - Guidelines for 
Mental Health Promotion (2015)’ have been developed by my Department in collaboration 
with the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive. The guidelines are informed 
by consultation with key education and health partners and by the findings of research. They 
provide practical guidance to schools on how they can promote mental health and wellbeing in 
an integrated school-wide way and they also provide evidence-based advice on how to support 
young people who may be at risk of suicidal behaviour. The Guidelines build on the significant 
work already taking place in schools, including through the Social, Personal and Health Edu-
cation (SPHE) curriculum, the whole-school guidance plan, the National Educational Psycho-
logical Service (NEPS) continuum of support model and the HSE Health Promoting Schools 
process. Information is also provided on how to access support from the SPHE Support Service 
and other external agencies and support services.  In addition, Wellbeing guidelines have been 
produced to assist implementation from September 2017 of the Junior Cycle Wellbeing Pro-
gramme. This will include a focus on mental health promotion. Continuing Professional Devel-
opment is currently being provided for schools in anticipation of this. 

A range of external resources and initiatives are available to assist schools in supporting 
various aspects of a positive mental health process or relating to suicide prevention and crisis 
intervention. It is a matter for schools to determine which of these resources they choose to 
access.  My Department’s advice is that schools in the first instance should implement the Well-
being guidelines effectively. When  considering programmes and materials or collaborating 
with external agencies in doing work in the area of mental health promotion, schools should be 
cognisant of my Department’s Circular 0023/2010 which provides advice on best practice for 
Social Personal and Health Education.

My Department is currently liaising with the National Office for Suicide Prevention to in-
troduce a training model for the delivery of the SafeTALK suicide prevention training through 
the Education Centre network, commencing in the 2017/18 school year.

02/05/2017WRS03900State Examinations Exemptions

02/05/2017WRS04000362. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills following an ap-
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peal by a person (details supplied) who is seeking accommodation for either a reader or a 
waiver from the assessment of spelling, grammar and punctuation in language subjects under 
the reasonable accommodations in the certificate examinations, RACE, scheme, when will this 
be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20146/17]

02/05/2017WRS04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. The Commission in this regard operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations 
in the Certificate Examinations. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

02/05/2017WRS04200Schools Building Projects Status

02/05/2017WRS04300363. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
new education campus in Maynooth; if his officials have evaluated the tender report; if a builder 
has been awarded the contract; if an announcement is due in respect of the commencement of 
construction works; if there are anticipated delays to the commencement of works; if an alter-
native tenderee is to be appointed should delays be anticipated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20156/17]

02/05/2017WRS04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The delivery of the two 
new post-primary schools have been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow Education & Training 
Board (ETB). I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the preferred contractor responded to the 
Letter of Intent on the 21st March last. The documentation provided on foot of the Letter of 
Intent, is currently being examined by the ETB’s Design Team and their insurers. 

Assuming that the contractor has complied with the requirements of the Letter of Intent, the 
ETB have also been authorised to issue the Letter of Acceptance and it is envisaged that this 
will happen shortly.

02/05/2017WRS04500Schools Building Projects Status

02/05/2017WRS04600364. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills when work 
will commence on a replacement school for a school (details supplied) County Westmeath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20190/17]

02/05/2017WRS04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school in question is included in my Department’s 6 Year Con-
struction Programme (2019/21).

The school will be aware that preparatory work has been initiated to advance this project 
and my Department will continue to liaise directly with the school authorities concerned in the 
context of progressing the project through the architectural planning process. 

02/05/2017WRS04800Residential Institutions Redress Scheme Data

02/05/2017WRS04900365. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the unpaid finances due to the State by religious organisations under the redress scheme; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20253/17]

02/05/2017WRS05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): To date contributions 
amounting to some €215 million in cash, counselling and property transfers have been made 
by the 18 religious congregations who managed most of the residential institutions in which 
child abuse took place. These contributions are being made under two rounds: the binding 2002 
Indemnity Agreement and the voluntary offers made in 2009 in the aftermath of the publication 
of the report of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the “Ryan Report”).

Some €117.8 million of the €128 million (or 92%) provided for under the 2002 Indemnity 
Agreement has been fully contributed. Eight property transfers remain to be fully completed. 
Work to complete these transfers is actively progressing and I should point out that in most of 
the remaining cases the transfer process is at a very advanced stage. It should be noted also that 
most of the properties are already in use by the intended recipients.

The offers made in the aftermath of the publication of the Ryan Report by many of the con-
gregations that were party to the 2002 Indemnity Agreement, included cash and properties and 
were valued by the congregations at €352.6m. I should stress that these offers are voluntary and 
do not form part of any agreement.

One significant element of the 2009 offers, relating to playing fields and associated lands, 
valued at €127million, was withdrawn by the Christian Brothers. When this is combined with 
some changes in the valuation of properties previously offered and the value of properties of-
fered but not being reckoned as a contribution, the total value of the voluntary offers currently 
in place stands at €193 million, of which contributions of cash and property amounting to some 
€97.3 million have been realised. It is expected that the outstanding congregational cash contri-
butions will be received by 2018. To date, five of the 18 properties accepted by the Government 
for transfer to the State have fully transferred and work is progressing to complete remaining 
transfers. 

02/05/2017WRS05100DEIS Data

02/05/2017WRS05200366. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason no 
education performance or educational outcomes data from individual schools was used in the 
identification process for DEIS status; and his views on whether this is a significant shortcom-
ing in the methodology used. [20278/17]

02/05/2017WRS05300368. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason data on 
junior certificate retention rates by school, junior certificate exam results aggregated to school 
level and or leaving certificate retention rates by school were not used to identify post-primary 
schools that had high levels of disadvantage for the DEIS identification process; and the reason 
he is of the view that it is an improvement to exclude information on actual education outcomes 
from the identification process in favour of purely using information on the socioeconomic con-
text of a school which is only moderately correlated with actual education outcomes. [20280/17]

02/05/2017WRS05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to takes ques-
tions Nos. 366 and 368 together.

The publication in February last of DEIS Plan 2017 was preceded by a comprehensive DEIS 
Review process which included the work of a Technical Group to consider appropriate eligibil-
ity criteria to identify the level of need in schools and to develop an appropriate methodology 
for a new assessment framework.  
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The Technical Group undertook an extensive body of work and research which is set out in 
the Report on the Review of DEIS which is available on my Department’s website at https://
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-
in-Schools-/DEIS-Review-Report.pdf  .   This work included a review of the methodologies 
used in 2005 and the options now available given developments in the availability of centrally 
held data.  It also took account of the   experience of the implementation of DEIS to date  from 
available and through comprehensive stakeholder consultation.

The DEIS Review consultation process noted stakeholder concerns about the use of edu-
cational outcomes as a basis for extending DEIS supports to schools, or for reducing such 
supports.  In particular it was felt that outcomes achieved due directly to the input of specific 
additional resources and supports should not be used as a means to remove these supports from 
schools.  It was considered that this would give rise to a perception of penalising success and 
rewarding failure.

As the Deputy is aware, an identification process has been developed which uses CSO Small 
Area data as represented in the Haase Pratschke Index of Deprivation (HP Index) combined 
with DES Primary and Post Primary data supplied by schools. 

There is a strong focus in DEIS Plan 2017 on supporting schools to achieve improved out-
comes, rather than using those outcomes to determine the level of supports they might receive.

 The use of the HP Index in the context of educational disadvantage is consistent with its use 
across a broad range of Government Departments, agencies and various public sector entities.  
The index contains variables which provide a measure of the underlying risk of educational dis-
advantage and the exploratory analysis conducted by the Educational Research Centre shows 
that there is a moderate to strong correlation between scores on the HP index and poorer edu-
cational outcomes across the school spectrum, particularly in urban and post primary schools.  

It is important to note that as part of my announcement in February in launching DEIS Plan 
2017, I made it clear that we would continue to conduct further analysis to examine other strong 
predictors of educational disadvantage in the context of resource allocation.  In view of this, as 
set out in both the Report on the Review of DEIS and DEIS Plan 2017, the Technical Group will 
continue its work, supplemented as necessary by additional research and data expertise.  

A key objective of DEIS Plan 2017 is to achieve a more dynamic and tailored process for the 
assessment of schools which will more closely match resources to identified need.   

02/05/2017WRS05500DEIS Data

02/05/2017WRS05600367. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools that have requested verification of the data used to identify the levels of concentrated 
disadvantage in their school for the purposes of identifying their eligibility for support under 
the DEIS programme; the name of each school that has requested this verification; if his De-
partment is providing this verification to each school that has requested it; and the detail of the 
verification process. [20279/17]

02/05/2017WRS05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): To date, 97 schools have 
requested verification of the data used in the identification process for participation in the DEIS 
programme.  I am not in a position to provide individual details of the schools who applied to 
have their data verified as this constitutes personal information in relation to the schools con-
cerned. 
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The verification process is currently ongoing and schools will be informed on an individual 
basis of the results.   Details of the verification process are available on my Department’s web-
site at http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-
Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Plan-2017-FAQs.pdf  

  Question No. 368 answered with Question No. 366.

02/05/2017WRS05900DEIS Data

02/05/2017WRS06000369. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether it is problematic that the DEIS identification process relies on an assumption that there 
is a strong correlation between the HP Deprivation Index and educational outcomes; the level 
of research there has been to support this assumption; and the correlation between the index and 
education outcomes, including education disadvantage. [20335/17]

02/05/2017WRS06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The DEIS identification 
process uses an objective centrally held data-based model for assessing a schools level of disad-
vantage.  The model takes into account a number of factors including social class, dependency 
ratios, educational levels of parents, lone parenthood, overcrowding, occupation and unem-
ployment.  There is a well established strong connection between high levels of concentrated 
disadvantage and poor educational outcomes.  Exploratory analysis conducted during the DEIS 
Review Process as part of the development of the new identification model examined  the rela-
tionship between the HP index and educational outcomes and established a strong correlation 
between the variance in HP scores and the variance in educational outcomes, most notably 
in urban primary and post primary schools.   Further details on the development of the new 
identification process are available in the Report on the Review of DEIS which can be found 
on my Department’s website at:  http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-
Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Review-Report.pdf

I am satisfied that the new DEIS Identification Model used to assess the level of disadvan-
tage among the pupil cohort of a school has been applied fairly using centrally held data adopt-
ing an objective and scientific approach which has been uniformly applied for all schools in the 
country. 

02/05/2017WRS06200Schools Building Projects Status

02/05/2017WRS06300370. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) will be made a priority for his Department. [20419/17]

02/05/2017WRS06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers is included in my Departments 6 Year Construction Programme 2016-21. 

The school and its design team submitted their Stage 2(b) report for this major building 
project to my Department late last week and the submission is currently under review. Fol-
lowing receipt of that submission my Department has authorised the Board of Management 
to instruct their Design Team to commence the pre-qualification process for the assessment of 
suitably qualified contractors to which the project can be tendered. 

 On completion of the review of the stage 2(b) submission my Department will revert to 
the school with regard to the further progression to tender and construction stages at that time. 
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02/05/2017WRS06500School Funding

02/05/2017WRS06600371. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
funding request by a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20470/17]

02/05/2017WRS06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy submitted a major capital application to my Department in 
late 2016.

The 6 Year Capital Programme(2016-2021), announced in November 2015, detailed the 
major school building projects that are scheduled to proceed to tender/construction over the 
lifetime of the Programme. The major project application in respect of the school in question 
was received after publication of the 2016-2021 Programme. In that context, while it is not pos-
sible to consider inclusion of a major project for the school in question in the Programme at this 
time, my Department has advised the school in question that the school’s application will be 
retained and will fall to be considered in the context of the Department’s next Capital Construc-
tion Programme.

To meet immediate school needs, funding has been approved in recent years. In March 
2016, my Department approved an all in grant of just over €91,000 for emergency electrical 
upgrade works at the school which were completed in September 2016. In addition, in June 
2016, a very significant devolved grant was approved to provide a permanent extension to ac-
commodate a two classroom ASD Unit. In that regard, I understand that the Design Team has 
been appointed to the project concerned.

  Question No. 372 answered with Question No. 294.

02/05/2017WRS06900DEIS Scheme

02/05/2017WRS07000373. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount his De-
partment or bodies under its aegis has paid to a company (details supplied) for consultancy and 
ongoing use of intellectual property in relation the use of the HP Deprivation Index.  [20487/17]

02/05/2017WRS07100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department awarded 
a contract to the individual in question for advice relating to the development of a new DEIS 
Identification Process. No fees have been paid to date.

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) recently awarded a tender to the same individual  
to develop a “Data Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education”.  No payments have been 
made at this time.

02/05/2017WRS07200Preschool Services

02/05/2017WRS07300374. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason pre-
schools are precluded from registering for etwinning (details supplied); his plans to review this 
policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20490/17]

02/05/2017WRS07400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): eTwinning is a free online 
platform linking a community of teachers across Europe. It supports schools to find partners 
and work on joint projects in any curricular area, using Information and Communication Tech-
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nology (ICT). Léargas is the National Support Service for eTwinning in Ireland.

Léargas has a responsibility to ensure that anyone registering on eTwinning are teachers to 
ensure child protection and safeguarding, as well as their relevance to the eTwinning platform. 
This is done by checking the school roll number and whether they are registered on the Teach-
ing Council register. 

Currently, there is no central system to register early years practitioners and future consid-
eration of this is within the remit of my colleague in Government, the Minister of Children and 
Youth Affairs.  If this is in place, Léargas will look at, in consultation with relevant departments, 
a process for practitioners to participate in etwinning.

02/05/2017WRT00150Inquiry into Child Abuse

02/05/2017WRT00200375. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills whether recent 
reports that an organisation (details supplied) has paid the amount it owes to victims of abuse 
are accurate; if so, the manner in which this has been done; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20508/17]

02/05/2017WRT00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The religious congregation 
referred to in the Deputy’s question was one of the 18 that was a party with the State to the 2002 
Indemnity Agreement.  That Agreement provided for a collective contribution of €128 million 
in cash, counselling and property.

In response to the call for further substantial contributions towards the costs of redress made 
in the aftermath of the publication of the report of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse 
(the Ryan Report), many of the congregations that were party to the 2002 Indemnity Agreement 
made individual offers of cash and/or property.  I should stress that these offers are voluntary 
and do not form part of any agreement.  The Congregation in question offered an additional 
cash contribution of €5m, of which amount €2m has been paid.  In 2012 the Congregation 
advised that it had decided to waive its claim for legal costs from the Commission to Inquire 
into Child Abuse (CICA) and to offset this claim against the remaining cash contribution of 
€3m.  The then Government agreed to reckon this set-off as a contribution towards the redress 
response, the amount of which will be calculated by applying the average discount achieved by 
CICA on its respondent legal costs.  This exercise will be done once CICA has completed its 
work.  The Congregation was advised that in the event that the amount of the set-off calculated 
on that basis is less than the €3m now outstanding the Government would expect it to make up 
the shortfall by way of a cash payment.

For the sake of completeness I should point out that one property offered by the Congrega-
tion under the 2002 Indemnity Agreement, the Sacred Heart Centre, Waterford, remains to be 
fully transferred.  The completion of this transfer is at an advanced stage and the intended final 
recipient, the Health Service Executive, is in occupation of the property.

02/05/2017WRT00350School Accommodation Provision

02/05/2017WRT00400376. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
position regarding the provision of a new secondary school for the Malahide and Portmarnock 
areas of County Dublin, as announced in November 2015; if he has identified locations for the 
proposed schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20515/17]
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02/05/2017WRT00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, a project to provide permanent accommodation for a new 1,000 pupil post primary 
school is included on my Department’s Capital Programme.

Officials in my Department are liaising with officials in the relevant local authority in accor-
dance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisition 
of a suitable site for this school.

Due to the commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally I am not in a posi-
tion to provide further details at this time.

The new school will provide a regional solution for the two areas referred to by the Deputy.  
It is intended that the new school will initially operate on a temporary basis in interim accom-
modation from September 2017.

02/05/2017WRT00550Schools Building Projects Status

02/05/2017WRT00600377. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
position regarding the provision of a new secondary school for the Swords area of County Dub-
lin, as announced in November 2015; if he has identified locations for the proposed schools; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20516/17]

02/05/2017WRT00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Architectural Planning has 
commenced for the delivery of a new Post Primary School in Swords. A site has been identified 
and is currently at advanced conveyancing stage.

Temporary accommodation is being arranged by the school patron, Dublin and Dún 
Laoghaire Education and Training Board.  The school will open as scheduled in September 
2017 in suitable interim accommodation pending delivery of the permanent school building.

02/05/2017WRT00750Schools Building Projects Status

02/05/2017WRT00800378. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
progress concerning the plans with regard to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20522/17]

02/05/2017WRT00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers is included in my Departments 6 Year Construction Programme 2016-21.

The school and its design team submitted their Stage 2(b) report for this major building 
project to my Department late last week and the submission is currently under review.  Fol-
lowing receipt of that submission my Department has authorised the Board of Management 
to instruct their Design Team to commence the pre-qualification process for the assessment of 
suitably qualified contractors to which the project can be tendered.

On completion of the review of the stage 2(b) submission my Department will revert to the 
school with regard to the further progression to tender and construction stages at that time.

02/05/2017WRT00950Seirbhísí Leathanbhanda

02/05/2017WRT01000379. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén uair 



2 May 2017

343

a chuirfear córas ceart leathanbhanda ar fáil do scoil (sonraí tugtha); cén fáth nach raibh sé ar 
fáil go dáta; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [20531/17]

02/05/2017WRT01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Is é polasaí foriomlán mo 
Roinne an caighdeán nascachta is fearr a thairiscint do gach scoil ag teacht leis na réitigh 
theicniúla atá ar fáil sa mhargadh chomh maith le srianta airgeadais. Faigheann na hiar-bhuns-
coileanna ar fad nascacht 1000mb ar a laghad.  Aithnítear an gá atá le nascacht leathanbhanda 
a fheabhsú do bhunscoileanna sa Straitéis Dhigiteach nua do scoileanna agus comhoibreoidh 
an Roinn leis an Roinn Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil chun 
leathanbhanda feabhsaithe ar chur ar fáil do gach bunscoil.

Faoin gClár Rochtana Leathanbhanda do Scoileanna atá ann faoi láthair déanann mo Ro-
inne foráil do nascacht idirlín a sholáthar i gcomhair bunscoileanna agus iar-bhunscoileanna 
aitheanta.  Cuireadh creat ina raibh 14 sholáthraí páirteach ar fáil in 2012 a d’áirithigh go bhfuil 
réitigh níos fearr ar fáil do scoileanna.

Faoin gclár reatha, déanann mo Roinn athbhreithniú, ar bhonn leanúnach, ar infhaighteacht 
seirbhísí agus déanann sí uasghrádú ar scoileanna nuair a bhíonn deis ann sin a dhéanamh.  I 
gcás na scoile a bhfuil an Teachta ag tagairt di, tá mo Roinne ag leanúint de bheith i dteagmháil 
le roinnt soláthraithe ag súil le seirbhís leathanbhanda níos fearr a sholáthar.  Mar sin féin, mar 
is eol don Teachta, d’fhéadfadh éagsúlachtaí a bheith ag baint le hacmhainn leathanbhanda ag 
brath ar shuíomh tíreolaíochta agus tá sé sin ag cur isteach ar an tseirbhís is féidir a sholáthar 
don scoil seo.

02/05/2017WRT01150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/05/2017WRT01200380. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline his 
plans to locate an autism or ASD class in a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20533/17]

02/05/2017WRT01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): This Government is com-
mitted to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with au-
tism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings 
through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.

Almost 18,000 students in schools have been diagnosed with autism.  The Department of 
Education and Skills invests over €300m annually in providing additional resources specifically 
to support students with autism in schools enabling:

- 63% of students to attend mainstream schools

- 26% to attend special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, and

- 11% to attend special schools.

Enrolment in an ASD special class should only be considered where it has been demon-
strated that a student requires the support of a special class because he/she is unable to learn ef-
fectively in a mainstream class for most or all of the school day even with appropriate supports.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 



Questions - Written Answers

344

Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in consultation with the relevant education partners, 
is responsible for the establishment of special classes in various geographical areas where there 
is an identified need.

As you may be aware, the number of special classes has more than doubled, from 548 in 
2011 to 1153 across the country now, of which 889 are special Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) classes.  The number of special classes at post-primary level has doubled in the past 
three years and continues to rise rapidly.

The NCSE, in looking to open special classes, must take into account the present and future 
potential need for such classes, taking particular account of the educational needs of the chil-
dren concerned.  The NCSE will also take account of location and sustainability in looking to 
establish special classes in certain areas.

The NCSE has indicated that it has sanctioned an additional special class in the area for the 
forthcoming school year which will provide sufficient placements to meet demand.

The school referred to by the Deputy should continue to liaise with the local SENO in regard 
to establishing a special class in the future as required.

02/05/2017WRT01350Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/05/2017WRT01400381. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline his 
plans to extend the July provision to children with Down’s syndrome and ASD; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20534/17]

02/05/2017WRT01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to examine the ad-
equacy of current special education access and funding provision.

In addition the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Policy Advice on Educa-
tional Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016.

In developing this policy advice, the NCSE reviewed the Department’s July Provision 
scheme.  The NCSE consulted widely with parents, professionals and other stakeholders and 
interested parties while also conducting research.  The Policy advice is available on the NCSEs 
website www.ncse.ie.

The policy advice recommends that relevant stakeholders should discuss the development 
of a national, day activity scheme that provides a structured, safe, social environment for all 
students with complex special educational needs for one month of the summer holidays.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group with representatives of the NCSE, 
NEPS, the Inspectorate and external representatives to ensure that the Report’s recommenda-
tions are fully and appropriately considered and that a timetable for implementation is prepared.  
The work of the Implementation Group is ongoing.

My officials will engage with officials in the Department of Social Protection, the Depart-
ment of Health and other relevant stakeholders in regard to implementing the recommendations 
in relation to July Provision.

I have no plans to extend the existing July Provision Scheme while this process is ongoing.
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02/05/2017WRT01550Educational Disadvantage

02/05/2017WRT01600382. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a DEIS band 
school (details supplied) will have exclusive access to a full-time home school community liai-
son teacher; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the school has had no contact from 
his Department since the matter was first raised, despite his response to a previous parliamen-
tary question to the effect that departmental officials have been engaging with the school; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20556/17]

02/05/2017WRT01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that, arising from his previous question on behalf of this school, officials of my Department 
wrote to the school in question on the 27th April last regarding this matter.

The school has been advised that it is not proposed to make any amendment to the existing 
level of HSCL supports allocated for the 2017/2018 school year pending the outcome of an up-
dating of the new DEIS identification model to reflect 2016 National Census data and 2016/17 
school data from my Department’s online pupil database.  The school in question will continue 
to receive shared access, along with its junior school, to a HSCL teacher for the 2017/2018 
school year.

This will be followed by a further assessment of all schools in autumn 2017 which will pro-
vide the basis for the future allocation of resources to schools, including HSCL services.

The Deputy may also wish to note that there are a number of specific actions relating to 
the HSCL Scheme, and to future arrangements for the clustering of schools to receive such re-
sources in the new DEIS Plan which I launched earlier this year.  Work on implementing these 
actions is being taken forward by my Department together with the Child and Family Agency 
Tusla which has responsibility for the management of the HSCL scheme, and our education 
partners including schools.

02/05/2017WRT01750Primary Online Database

02/05/2017WRT01800383. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the level 
of completion of primary online database questionnaires by parents; if completion rates are low 
in certain schools or in certain areas compared to other areas; and his views on low question-
naire completion rates. [20557/17]

02/05/2017WRT01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Primary Online Da-
tabase (POD) is a nationwide individualised database of primary schools pupils, facilitating 
the monitoring of educational progress as pupils move through the primary education and on 
to post primary.  Once a year schools are asked to complete an annual census return, in which 
schools verify the number of pupils in their school and the details of those pupils.  All primary 
schools completed this return for the 2016/2017 academic year.

This information is used for:

- teacher allocation and payment of capitation and other grants

- resource allocation and planning purposes

- statistical information

- register of pupils.
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This data is supplied by schools and it is the responsibility of schools to ensure the quality 
of the data for all of the uses associated with POD.

Further information on the data collected on POD can be found on the Department’s website 
here: http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Primary-Online-Database-POD-/.

02/05/2017WRT01950Primary Online Database

02/05/2017WRT02000384. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, in circumstanc-
es in which primary online database questionnaires are not fully completed, this could affect 
a school’s designation status for DEIS; and if this is considered a significant problem with the 
new DEIS identification and assessment by his Department. [20558/17]

02/05/2017WRT02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Primary Online Data-
base (POD) is a nationwide individualised database of primary schools pupils, facilitating the 
monitoring of educational progress as pupils move through the primary education and on to 
post primary.  It is used for:

- completion of the National School Annual Census

- teacher allocation and payment of capitation and other grants

- resource allocation and planning purposes

- statistical information

- register of pupils

- centralised updating of school information.

As the Deputy is aware the identification process for assigning DEIS status has been devel-
oped using the CSO Small Area data as represented in the Haase Pratschke Index of Depriva-
tion (HP Index) combined with DES POD and PPOD data.  This data is supplied by schools and 
it is the responsibility of schools to ensure the quality of the data for all of the uses associated 
with POD, including the designation of DEIS status.

02/05/2017WRT02150School Staff

02/05/2017WRT02200385. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 109 of 13 April 2017 to set out the number of retirements confirmed for the 
school; the number of these retirements that relate to management or non-teacher posts; and the 
number that relate to teaching posts. [20560/17]

02/05/2017WRT02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department has been 
informed of the resignation of the Principal and Deputy Principal in the school referred to by 
the Deputy.  These resignations are due to take effect at the end of the current school year.

02/05/2017WRT02350School Accommodation

02/05/2017WRT02400386. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
status of the provision of a permanent site for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [20563/17]

02/05/2017WRT02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, a project to provide permanent accommodation for the school in question is included on 
my Department’s Capital Programme.

Officials in my Department are liaising with officials in the relevant local authority in accor-
dance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisition 
of a suitable site for this school.

Due to the commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally I am not in a posi-
tion to provide further details at this time.

Questions No. 387 and 388 answered with Question No. 294.

02/05/2017WRT02650Educational Disadvantage

02/05/2017WRT02700389. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all DEIS band 1 
primary schools are allocated one home school liaison officer (HSCL) each; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that two DEIS band 1 schools (details supplied) at present share a home 
school liaison officer; his plans to ensure they are allocated a HSCL each; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20584/17]

02/05/2017WRT02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The matter referred to by 
the Deputy relates to the assignment of a Home School Community Liaison (HSCL) Coordi-
nator where the assignment of the current Coordinator serving the school in question is due to 
expire at the end of the current school year.

The reassignment of HSCL duties is part of the normal cycle of the HSCL scheme and the 
allocation of a full or a shared teacher to these duties is related to the number of targeted pupils 
in the school in terms of educational disadvantage.

HSCL Coordinator posts are full time posts allocated to DEIS (urban primary and post 
primary) schools. Some HSCL posts are allocated on a shared basis between DEIS schools (in 
cluster groups) and can be shared across the two bands or sectors: primary and post primary 
level.

The Deputy may wish to note that officials of my Department are currently engaging with 
the school in question to ensure that access to HSCL support is in place for the coming school 
year to ensure the continuity of this important DEIS support.  It is not proposed to make any 
amendment to the level of HSCL supports allocated for the 2017/2018 school year pending the 
outcome of an updating of the new DEIS identification model to reflect 2016 National Census 
data and 2016/17 school data from my Department’s online pupil database.  This will be fol-
lowed by a further assessment of all schools in Autumn 2017 which will provide the basis for 
the future allocation of resources including HSCL services.

The Deputy may also wish to note that there are a number of specific actions relating to 
the HSCL Scheme, and to future arrangements for the clustering of schools to receive such re-
sources in the new DEIS Plan which I launched earlier this year.  Work on implementing these 
actions is being taken forward by my Department together with the Child and Family Agency 
Tusla which has responsibility for the management of the HSCL scheme, and our education 
partners including schools.
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Question No. 390 answered with Question No. 294.

02/05/2017WRT02950Qualifications Recognition

02/05/2017WRT03000391. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a bachelor’s 
degree obtained by a person (details supplied) in Bucharest, Romania, is recognised as equal 
in value and status to a bachelor’s degree obtained in other accredited universities here and the 
wider European Union countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20641/17]

02/05/2017WRT03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI), the State Agency responsible for maintaining the National Framework of Quali-
fications, operates NARIC Ireland – the National Academic Recognition Information Centre.  
NARIC Ireland is responsible for providing advice on the recognition of foreign qualifications 
in Ireland and provides comparability statements for a number of qualifications from various 
countries, including Romania, which may be downloaded from its website at http://www.naric.
ie.

It should be noted that the profession of psychologist is regulated in Ireland for the purposes 
of working in the publicly funded health service.  The Department of Health is designated as 
the Irish competent authority for this profession. Details on the qualification requirements and 
recognition processes for this profession are available from the Department of Health’s website 
at the following link: http://health.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Information-note.pdf.

02/05/2017WRT03150Child Safety

02/05/2017WRT03200392. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the rules 
of governance set out by his Department that boards of management, teachers and parents as-
sociations must adhere to as the minimum guidelines to protect the safety of children attending 
both national and post-primary schools in circumstances in which an offender is known to a 
school or reported to a school and confirmed by An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20665/17]

02/05/2017WRT03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance 
of a school and has responsibility for ensuring the health and safety of its staff and pupils.

My Department has issued “Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary 
Schools” based on the “Children First – National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare 
of Children 2011” (Children First) and which apply to all primary and post-primary schools. 
The purpose of the procedures is to give direction and guidance to school authorities in the 
implementation of Children First when dealing with allegations/suspicions of child abuse and 
neglect.

The procedures make very clear the reporting and investigation mechanisms to be followed 
where there are reasonable grounds for concern that children may have been abused or neglect-
ed, are being abused or neglected, or are at risk of abuse or neglect and the lead role of Tusla 
(the Child and Family Agency).

Where there is a concern that a person poses a potential threat to public safety (including to 
the safety of a school’s staff or pupils) the responsibility for dealing with such a situation rests 
primarily with An Garda Síochána in accordance with its duty to protect the community, to 
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undertake criminal investigations and to bring offenders to justice.  In any case where a school 
is concerned about a threat to the safety of pupils or staff, it should ensure that it liaises closely 
with and follows the advice of An Garda Síochána in relation to the safety and protection of its 
pupils and staff.  A school should also contact and seek the advice of Tusla in relation to any 
child protection issues arising and should ensure that any health and safety measures necessary 
in relation to protecting both staff and pupils are put in place.

My Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) has also provided all 
schools with guidelines and resource materials in relation to dealing with traumatic or critical 
incidents.  In addition, NEPS psychologists are available, upon request from school authorities, 
to attend at a school to provide direct assistance and advice to the school community where 
necessary.

02/05/2017WRU00150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/05/2017WRU00200393. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the introduc-
tion of the new special educational needs model was the determining factor in the closure of a 
school (details supplied); and the number of teachers the school would lose based on the new 
calculation. [20666/17]

02/05/2017WRU00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 for post primary schools were 
published on 7th March 2017.

These Circulars set out the details of the new model for allocating special education teachers 
to schools.

The revised allocation process replaces the generalised allocation process at primary and 
post primary school level for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, 
and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided 
additional resource teaching supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low 
Incidence disabilities.

The new Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for spe-
cial educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile.

Allocations based on the school profiles were issued to all schools on 7th March.  Details 
of the special education teaching allocations have also been published on the NCSE website.

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs. Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children.

No school, including the school to which the Deputy has referred, will lose supports as a 
result of the implementation of the new model. In addition, no school will receive an allocation, 
for the support of pupils with complex needs, less than the allocation they received to support 
such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.

An additional 900 teaching posts have been provided to support the introduction of this new 
allocation model. The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a very significant invest-
ment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with special educational needs 
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in our schools. This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number of resource teachers al-
located to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011.

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1200 schools who are iden-
tified as needing additional supports as a result of the new model. Supports for children with 
special educational needs is a key priority for this Government. The new funding will ensure 
that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special education needs resources to provide 
additional teaching support to all pupils, including pupils who have yet to enrol in their school, 
who require such support.

In relation to the particular school referred to by the Deputy, this school had a Learning Sup-
port allocation of 19.8 hours for the 2016/17 school year, which combined with 37.05 resource 
teaching hours allocated to the school by the National Council for Special Education, gave a 
total allocation to the school of 56.85 additional teaching hours for the 2016/17 school year.

As the profiled allocation for the school did not indicate an increased allocation requirement 
for the school for 2017/18, the school has maintained its existing level of allocation.

The special education teaching allocation for this school for 2017/18 is 56.85 hours.

There has therefore been no reduction to the special education teaching allocation for this 
school.

02/05/2017WRU00350School Closures

02/05/2017WRU00400394. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills when his attention 
was first drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied) was not to take first years for 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20667/17]

02/05/2017WRU00500395. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the steps 
set out by his Department when a school is to cease taking in first years and the recommenda-
tions set out by his Department for communicating with board members and parents; if he has 
satisfied himself that all steps regarding a school (details supplied) were adhered to; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20668/17]

02/05/2017WRU00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to answer Ques-
tions Nos. 394 and 395 together.

The Government in its Programme for Government has committed to protect the sustain-
ability and viability of rural communities and will not close any small school without the con-
sent of parents.

My Department became aware in week ending 7th April last that, in view of the low pupil 
enrolment position in the school referred to by the Deputy, the school was proposing not to pro-
ceed with the enrolment of new first year students for the coming school year, 2017/18.

In that regard, my Department is aware that the school Board met recently and it was agreed 
that, following detailed discussion of the viability issues, further consultation would take place 
involving parents, students, staffing and other relevant interests.

My Department understands that the Board will meet further on the 3rd May to consider the 
outcome of these consultations.
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02/05/2017WRU00650Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/05/2017WRU00700396. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the rea-
son a school (details supplied) in County Kerry has not received DEIS status despite the profile 
of both students and parents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20695/17]

02/05/2017WRU00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The key data sources used 
in the DEIS identification process are the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Pri-
mary Online (PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National Census of Population as rep-
resented in the Pobal HP Index for Small Areas, which is a method of measuring the relative af-
fluence or disadvantage of a particular geographical area.  Variables used in the compilation of 
the HP Index include those related to demographic growth, dependency ratios, education levels, 
single parent rate, overcrowding, social class, occupation and unemployment rates.  This data is 
combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to provide information on 
the relative level of concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort of individual schools.

Full details of the process involved in the assessment of schools is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-
Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/.

Schools included in the list published by my Department on 13th February are those whose 
level of disadvantage has been identified as being at the same level as the current DEIS category 
for schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage.  Schools which have not been 
included at this stage, including the one referred to by the Deputy, are those which have not 
been identified as having the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage amongst their pupil 
cohort, under the new model.

It is important to note that this is a first step in a process and the fact that a school has not 
been included now does not preclude its inclusion at a later date, should the assessment indicate 
a level of disadvantage that warrants additional supports.  I am fully aware that there are further 
schools whose concentrated level of disadvantage may not be at the highest level, but may nev-
ertheless be at a level which warrants additional supports for pupils under DEIS.

I am satisfied that the new DEIS Identification Model used to assess the level of disad-
vantage among the pupil cohort of a school has been applied fairly using centrally held data 
adopting an objective and scientific approach which has been uniformly applied for all schools, 
including the school referred to by the Deputy, in the country.

For schools who have concerns about their non-inclusion in the most recent round of DEIS, 
the following process applies:

- a verification process is currently ongoing in relation to all schools who contacted my 
Department requesting that their data be validated.  This is aimed at ensuring the model was 
run correctly and the data supplied by the schools through the POD/PPOD systems was cor-
rectly used.  This process is expected to be concluded shortly and schools will be informed of 
the results.

- A further process will take account of updated data as it becomes available. All schools, not 
just those who queried the outcome of the February 2017 process, are being contacted to request 
them to ensure that their POD/PPOD data is fully correct and up to date, including Eircodes. As 
soon as the 2016 National Census data becomes available later this summer, this data will be 
run through the identification model with the fully up-to-date POD/PPOD data.  If this exercise 
reveals that any school which did not qualify for DEIS in the February 2017 round actually 
meets the criteria applicable to schools with the highest concentration of disadvantage based on 
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the fully up-to-date information then it will be included, subject to resources.

My Department intends to make available to all schools information relating to the identi-
fication process and their own individual school data.  Arrangements for this are in hand and 
schools will be advised in due course.

I also wish to inform the Deputy that a communication to all schools will issue shortly to 
provide information on the identification model, including details of how the datasets are used 
to determine a school’s level of disadvantage; the importance of data quality to the process and 
the need for schools to provide detailed and up to date information to my Department’s online 
pupil databases.

The implementation of the new objective central data-based model of identifying levels 
of disadvantage within school populations will be followed by a further programme of work 
to create a more dynamic model where levels of resource more accurately follow the levels 
of need identified by that model. The completion of this work will inform ongoing provision 
and consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports to a further group of schools as 
resources permit.

02/05/2017WRU00850Apprenticeship Programmes

02/05/2017WRU00900397. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the 
new apprenticeship programmes that have been introduced in 2016 and to date in 2017; and 
the new apprenticeship programmes that are to be introduced in 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020, 
respectively. [20696/17]

02/05/2017WRU01000398. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down 
the duration, NFQ level and partner educational or training institute of new apprenticeships 
introduced in 2016 and to date in 2017; and the number to be introduced in 2017, 2018, 2019 
and 2020, respectively. [20697/17]

02/05/2017WRU01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 397 and 398 together.

The material sought by the Deputy is set out in the table.

During 2016, 2 new apprenticeship programmes got underway with the Insurance Practi-
tioner Apprenticeship commencing in September and the Industrial Electrical Engineer Ap-
prenticeship in November.  Following successful validation of their programmes, 3 additional 
apprenticeships will get underway shortly, including two manufacturing apprenticeships in the 
medical device area and a third in polymer processing.  A further 10 new apprenticeships will 
commence in 2017 in various sectors including ICT, Accounting and Hospitality.

The recently published Action Plan to expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship in Ireland 
2016 – 2020, sets out targets for new apprenticeships schemes in the period. This will see an ad-
ditional 10 new apprenticeships in both  2018 and 2019 and a further five programmes in 2020.

In addition, the Apprenticeship Council will issue a new call for proposals later this week to 
refresh the pipeline of proposals already established through the first call.
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Apprenticeship Duration NFQ Level Educational Partner
Insurance Practice 3 years Level 8 Sligo IT
Industrial Electrical 
Engineer

2 years Level 7 Limerick IT

Manufacturing Tech-
nician

2 years Level 6 Galway-Mayo IT

Manufacturing En-
gineer

3 years Level 7 Galway-Mayo IT

Polymer Processing 3 years Level 7 Athlone IT

02/05/2017WRU01150Apprenticeship Programmes

02/05/2017WRU01200399. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down 
the number of apprenticeship places available on each of the existing apprenticeship pro-
grammes; and the estimated number of places that will be available on each new apprenticeship 
programmes to be introduced in 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020, respectively. [20698/17]

02/05/2017WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
There were 3,742 new registrations on the 27 existing craft apprenticeships in 2016.  Dur-
ing 2016 two new apprenticeship programmes commenced, the Insurance Practitioner in Sep-
tember with 67 registered apprentices and the Industrial Electrical Engineering in November 
with 12 registered apprentices.

The following table sets out target annual registrations for new apprenticeships in the period 
to 2020.

It is not possible to distribute these registrations across the various new apprenticeship pro-
grammes as some of these are on programmes that have commenced, some will be on pro-
grammes that are being developed and others will be on programmes that will come from the 
second call for proposals which will issue later this week.

New apprentice-
ships

2017 2018 2019 2020

Planned new 
registrations per 
annum

800 1,500 2,297 3,413

02/05/2017WRU01350Apprenticeship Programmes

02/05/2017WRU01400400. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down 
the category 2 and category 3 new apprenticeship programmes identified by the Apprenticeship 
Council in its report on new apprenticeship programme proposals for 2015. [20699/17]

02/05/2017WRU01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Information events hosted by SOLAS were held for category 2 and 3 proposers in November 
2016.  The Apprenticeship Council has been working with consortia to develop these proposals 
into sustainable apprenticeships that can be delivered on a nationwide basis.  Details of those 
proposals approved for development funding by the Apprenticeship Council is set out in the 
following table.

The Apprenticeship Council will publish details of all apprenticeship proposals currently in 
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development as part of the second call for proposals shortly.

Apprenticeship proposal – 
working title

Lead industry partner Lead education & training 
provider

Precision Turned Parts Man-
ufacturing Level 6 3 years 

Precision Turned Parts 
Manufacturing Association 

Limerick Institute of Tech-
nology (LIT)

Property Services Profes-
sional Level 6 2 years

Sherry Fitzgerald CDETB

Certificate in Retail Practice 
Level 5 2 years

Retail Ireland Retail Ireland Skillnet

BSc in Engineering Services 
Management Level 7 2 years

Construction Industry Fed-
eration (CIF)

Cork Institute of Technology 
(CIT)

Manufacturing ICT Engineer  
Level 7 2 years

Limerick for Engineering 
and Limerick for IT Industry 
Groups

Limerick Institute of Tech-
nology (LIT)

02/05/2017WRU01550Apprenticeship Data

02/05/2017WRU01600401. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down 
the development, capital and annual cost, respectively, per apprentice of new apprenticeship 
programmes introduced in 2016 and to date in 2017; and the estimated costs of those to be in-
troduced in 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020, respectively. [20700/17]

02/05/2017WRU01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The information sought by the Deputy in respect of programmes approved to date for funding 
is set out in the following table.  It should be noted that capital and operational costs are only 
available for those new apprenticeships that have completed development and validation.  Costs 
for further programmes will be determined as they move through development and validation 
and as new programmes are identified through the second call for proposals.

New Ap-
prenticeship 
Programme 
Title 

Lead pro-
vider

Projected 
Apprentice 
numbers

Development 
Funding Ap-
proved 

Annual Unit 
Cost per ap-
prentice*

Equipment 
Costs

Insurance 
Practice  - 
Level 8

Institute of 
Technology 
Sligo

67 (actual 
2016)

€15,000 €7,200 €0

Industrial 
Electrical 
Engineering 
– Level 7

Limerick 
Institute of 
Technology

12 (actual 
2016)

€50,000 €10,000 €155,000

Polymer 
Process 
Engineer - 
Level 7

Athlone 
Institute of 
Technology

32 €135,000 €10,000 €400,000
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New Ap-
prenticeship 
Programme 
Title 

Lead pro-
vider

Projected 
Apprentice 
numbers

Development 
Funding Ap-
proved 

Annual Unit 
Cost per ap-
prentice*

Equipment 
Costs

Manufactur-
ing Techni-
cian – Level 
6

Galway-
Mayo In-
stitute of 
Technology 
(3 other co-
ordinating 
providers)

60 €85,000 €10,000 €500,000

Manufactur-
ing Engineer 
– Level 7

Galway-
Mayo In-
stitute of 
Technology 
(3 other co-
ordinating 
providers)

60 €85,000 €10,000 €500,000

International 
Financial 
Services 
Associate - 
Level 6

National 
College of 
Ireland

€48,333

International 
Financial 
Services 
Specialist - 
Level 8

National 
College of 
Ireland

€48,333

Accounting 
Technician 
Level 6

Accounting 
Technicians 
Ireland

€25,000

OEM Engi-
neerLevel 6

Cavan & 
Monaghan 
ETB

€15,000

HGV Driver 
Level 5

Cavan & 
Monaghan 
ETB

€15,000

BakerLevel 6 Scottish Bak-
ers

€76,250

ICT Network 
Engineer 
Level 6

FIT €12,500

ICT Software 
Developer 
Level 6

FIT €12,500

Butcher 
Level 5 

Mayo, Sligo 
& Leitrim 
ETB

€95,000
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New Ap-
prenticeship 
Programme 
Title 

Lead pro-
vider

Projected 
Apprentice 
numbers

Development 
Funding Ap-
proved 

Annual Unit 
Cost per ap-
prentice*

Equipment 
Costs

Commis 
Chef Level 6

Kerry ETB €40,000

Chef de Par-
tieLevel 8
Sous Chef-
Level 8
Executive 
ChefLevel 9

Tralee 
Institute of 
Technology

€45,000

Engineer-
ing Services 
Management 
Level 7

Cork Insti-
tute of Tech-
nology

€25,000

Manufac-
turing ICT 
Engineer-
Level 7

Limerick 
Institute of 
Technology

€50,000

Property 
Services 
Professional 
Level 5

Ballsbridge 
College

€4,000

Retail Prac-
tice Level 5

Retail Ireland 
Skillnet

€72,000

International 
Financial 
Services 
Level 9

National 
College of 
Ireland

€48,333 -

*The Unit cost includes: Recurrent Costs, Student Contribution and Consortia costs

Recurrent Cost = Operational Costs for the course in the Higher Education Institution

Student Contribution = pro rata of Annual Student Contribution of €3,000 for a full time 
higher education student

Consortium Costs = funding to cover the essential running costs of the consortium to meet 
the administration needs of the apprenticeship programme.

02/05/2017WRU01750Apprenticeship Data

02/05/2017WRU01800402. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down 
the amount spent on apprenticeships in 2016; and the amount that will be spent on apprentice-
ships in each of the years 2017 to 2020. [20701/17]

02/05/2017WRU01900404. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down 
the amount of money from the national training fund and the EU youth guarantee that was spent 
on apprenticeships in 2016; and the amount from the national training fund and the EU youth 
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guarantee to be spent on apprenticeships in each of the years 2017 to 2020. [20703/17]

02/05/2017WRU02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to answer Questions Nos. 402 and 404 together.

Some activities that relate to the Youth Guarantee are supported through Youth Employment 
Initiative (YEI) funding.  This funding is fully committed in Ireland to a range of programmes. 
Apprenticeship is not supported through the YEI.

A total of €69.6 million was spent on apprenticeship training in 2016, €55.1 million of 
which was allocated from the National Training Fund (NTF).

A budget allocation of €98.7 million was made available for apprenticeships training in 
2017, €80.4 million of which will be allocated from the NTF.

Future years’ apprenticeship allocations will be determined as part of the budgetary process.

02/05/2017WRU02050Youth Guarantee

02/05/2017WRU02100403. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down 
the allocation from the EU youth guarantee; and the amount of money received from the EU 
youth guarantee initiative in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017. [20702/17]

02/05/2017WRU02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) is one of the main EU financial resources to support the 
implementation of the EU youth guarantee.  It is integrated into European Social Fund (ESF) 
programming as a dedicated priority axis within the ESF Programme for Employability, Inclu-
sion and Learning 2014-2020 (PEIL) that was adopted by Commission Decision in February 
2015.  The specific YEI allocation for Ireland of €68m is matched by equal amounts from our 
ESF allocation and from the Exchequer, giving an overall allocation of €204m.

The ESF Regulations provide for initial pre-financing/advances of EU support at 1% (or 
1.5% for Member States under financial assistance in 2014 and 2015) of the full programme 
support, payable for each year from 2014 to 2016, together with annual pre-financing of be-
tween 2% and 3% payable from 2016 to 2023.  In May 2015 an amendment to the relevant EU 
Regulations resulted in an unprecedented increase in the YEI advances to be paid to Member 
States.  The Commission subsequently released pre-financing payments from the dedicated YEI 
budget line, worth 30% of the YEI budget, to provide additional financial liquidity to support 
YEI implementation. However, the relevant Regulations specified that where a Member State 
did not submit an interim payment application by 23 May 2016 for at least 50% of the addition-
al pre-financing amount, that the Member State must reimburse the Commission the total YEI 
pre-financing contribution.  The ESF regulations also provide that annual pre-financing for any 
year in which an interim payment application is not made in that year must also be reimbursed.

As Ireland did not submit an interim YEI payment application, the €19.8m additional pre-
financing received was reimbursed to the Commission.  Furthermore, as there was no ESF 
application made in 2016, the €11.6m annual pre-financing for 2016, including €1.36m for the 
YEI, will be offset against the 2017 pre-financing due.  The reimbursement of these amounts 
has not resulted in any loss of EU monies to the Exchequer.  Furthermore, as the YEI activities 
are fully funded up-front by the Exchequer there is no resulting reduction or delay in the fund-
ing available to them. The YEI funding is available for draw down before the end of 2018 and 
it is expected that the funding will be fully drawn down.
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The Department of Social Protection has advised that it obtained EU funding under the 
European Commission’s call for proposals for preparatory actions under the Youth Guarantee 
Pilot, to pilot a Youth Guarantee Scheme in Ballymun which operated in 2014.  The total cost 
of the pilot was €302,279 which included EU funding of €250,000.

Question No. 404 answered with Question No. 402.

02/05/2017WRU02350Public Service Pay Commission Reports

02/05/2017WRU02400405. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the Public 
Service Pay Commission will issue its initial report; to outline the timeframe to end inequality 
in teachers pay structures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20716/17]

02/05/2017WRU02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand that the Pub-
lic Service Pay Commission is due to report shortly in accordance with the general time frame 
envisaged when it was originally established.

The Government established the Commission to examine pay levels across the public ser-
vice, including entry levels of pay.  In that context, consideration of entry levels of pay cannot 
focus on just the education sector.  A broader assessment of pay and entry levels of pay across 
the public service will be informed by the analysis of the Public Service Pay Commission.

02/05/2017WRU02550School Enrolments

02/05/2017WRU02600406. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline his plans 
to deal with the crisis for persons on the waiting list for a school (details supplied) in County 
Dublin in September 2017 in view of the fact that there are no places available in other local 
schools. [20807/17]

02/05/2017WRU02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is cur-
rently reviewing the demographic data in the area referred to.

As the Deputy will be aware, there are 13 primary schools serving the Swords area.  My De-
partment has been in direct contact with a number of these schools in respect of their junior 
infant capacity. In that regard it is understood that two schools in the area have junior places 
available should parents wish to avail of them for September 2017.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is important that school size is monitored and that a bal-
ance is preserved among all schools in school planning areas to ensure that one school is not 
expanding at the expense of another school.

My Department is monitoring the enrolment position in the Swords area closely. While the 
situation may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice, the 
Deputy will appreciate that my Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that the existing 
schools in the area can, between them, cater for the demand for Junior Infant places in Septem-
ber 2017.

02/05/2017WRU02750Schools Health and Safety

02/05/2017WRU02800407. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline 
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the way in which action 1.4 of A Healthy Weight for Ireland will be advanced; the status of the 
provision of potable water in all learning centres; if a national audit has taken place of learning 
centres in respect of the availability of potable water; if not, if this will be done as a matter of 
priority; the consultation his officials have had with the Department of Health in this regard; the 
cost of providing potable water in all learning centres. [20829/17]

02/05/2017WRU02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Health and Safety issues 
such as the provision of potable water is a matter for the school authorities in the first instance.  
However, if a school authority has concerns about the quality of the drinking water on its prem-
ises, it should consult with its local authority and/or Irish Water for advice.  The school may also 
arrange for the water to be tested.  If any problems are identified through testing the school au-
thority should submit an Emergency Works application for remedial works to address the prob-
lems. Potable water is provided in all new primary and post-primary school accommodation.

Officials from my Department are involved in ongoing discussions with the Department 
of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government, Department of Health and the En-
vironmental Protection Agency with a view to the implementation of the National Strategy to 
reduce exposure to Lead in Drinking Water which involves the development of a national test-
ing strategy and subsequent remediation program for public buildings.

02/05/2017WRU02925Schools Health and Safety

02/05/2017WRU03000408. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline 
his plans to undertake an audit of the built environment infrastructure and facilities available 
to schools and learning centres as part of the roll out of the National Physical Activity Plan for 
Ireland; the consultation which has taken place with his Department and other Departments in 
this regard; if his attention has been drawn to the results of a report (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20834/17]

02/05/2017WRU03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has a 
number of action under the National Physical Activity Plan as follows:

- Raise awareness among schools, particularly Primary schools, of opportunities to educate 
through physical activity

- Develop guidance to support schools adopt and implement policies that promote the well-
being of their communities under the Get Active! Framework

- Extend the Active School Flag programme

- Fully implement the Physical Education curriculum for all primary and post-primary pu-
pils to meet Department of Education and Skills guidelines

- Evaluate the quality of teaching and learning in Physical Education in a sample of primary 
and post-primary schools annually

- Develop and provide a programme of continuous professional development in physical 
education

- Promote the assessment of PE by facilitating teachers and students in managing the as-
sessment dimension of senior cycle physical education through the development of an App (for 
phones/tablets) and to trial the App with a number of schools

- Conduct the LifeSkills Survey every three years



Questions - Written Answers

360

- Include children and young people in the development and implementation of programmes 
in which they are involved.

- Include the promotion of physical activity in children, including through play, as an inte-
gral component of education and training programmes that lead to qualifications in early child-
hood care and education

- Evaluating the quality of teaching and learning in Physical Education in a sample of pri-
mary and post-primary schools annually

- Raising awareness among schools, particularly Primary schools, of opportunities to edu-
cate through physical activity.

I am progressing these commitments according to the timelines laid out in the National 
Physical Activity Plan.

There are no plans to conduct an audit of the built environment infrastructure and facilities 
available to schools and learning centres.

02/05/2017WRU03150EU Directives

02/05/2017WRU03200409. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to list the Departments that have statutory responsibilities as competent 
authorities in respect of EU directives (details supplied). [19222/17]

02/05/2017WRU03300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment, the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive, a 
competent authority is the relevant consenting authority.

Appropriate assessment (AA) is required under Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the con-
servation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (the Habitats Directive) and Directive 
2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds (the Birds Directive).  Under the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, a broad list of public authorities 
are listed as consent authorities, to include Government Ministers and Departments as appropri-
ate, for the purposes of these Directives.

The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides that local planning authori-
ties and An Bord Pleanála are the competent and consent authorities for EIA and AA, when con-
sidering applications or appeals for proposed development.  Under the Foreshore Act 1933, as 
Minister, I consider proposals for development and activity on the foreshore in accordance with 
the requirements of the EIA, Birds and Habitats Directives.

Other Government Departments also have responsibilities under these Directives in respect 
of any consent process they have under other enactments.

Strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is undertaken in accordance with the require-
ments of EU Directive 2001/24/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and pro-
grammes on the environment, otherwise known as the SEA Directive.   The SEA Directive does 
not define a competent authority but rather specifies a plan and programme making authority.  
In this regard, my Department is the relevant authority for undertaking an SEA in relation to 
the proposed National Planning Framework, Ireland 2040 - Our Plan, and the Draft River Basin 
Management Plan for Ireland (2018-2021).  Other Government Departments also will have 
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responsibilities under this Directive in relation to any plan or programme they may be making 
that comes within the Directive’s scope.

In relation to the Water Framework Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC on establishing a 
framework for Community action in the field of water policy), the competent authorities in Ire-
land in relation to a river basin district include myself as Minister, the Environmental Protection 
Agency and local authorities in various roles under the Directive.

02/05/2017WRU03350Archival Material

02/05/2017WRU03400410. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if supports are in place for the development and protection of county archive 
services to preserve local cultural patrimony. [19732/17]

02/05/2017WRU03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 249 of 29 November 2016 which sets out the 
position in this matter.

02/05/2017WRV00150Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme Funding

02/05/2017WRV00200411. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the investment of €37.5 million, as outlined in point 50 of the Action Plan for 
Rural Development, to implement the social inclusion and community activation programme 
is in addition to the funds previously committed by the Department of Social Protection to the 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19742/17]

02/05/2017WRV00300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The Social Inclusion and Community Activation 
Programme (SICAP) was rolled out across communities, both urban and rural, in April 2015 
and will run until 31 December 2017.  The aim of SICAP is to reduce poverty and promote 
social inclusion and equality through local, regional and national engagement and collabora-
tion. SICAP is a key priority of Government and its vision is to improve the life chances and 
opportunities of those who are marginalised in society, living in poverty or in unemployment, 
through community development approaches, targeted supports and interagency collaboration, 
where the values of equality and inclusion are promoted and human rights are respected.

Responsibility for this programme rests with my Department.  The SICAP programme de-
livery budget as approved in the Revised Estimates Volume for 2017 under Vote 34, Subhead 
D.4, is €37.5 million.  This includes an allocation of €3 million under the European Structural 
Funds (ESF) Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning (PEIL) 2014-2020.

SICAP is a separate and distinct programme which complements mainstream service pro-
vision through other Departments including, for example, some of the Department of Social 
Protection’s programmes.

02/05/2017WRV00350Action Plan for Rural Development

02/05/2017WRV00400412. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government to outline his plans to review planning legislation to allow the change of use of 
vacant commercial properties in cities, towns and villages, including vacant or under-utilised 
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areas over ground floor premises, into residential units without going through the planning 
process as outlined in point 6 of the Action Plan for Rural Development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19744/17]

02/05/2017WRV00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): Overall responsibility for the Action Plan for Rural 
Development, which was launched on 23 January 2017, rests with my colleague, the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. However, as the proposal listed at 
Action 6 therein relates to a planning matter, its delivery falls to my Department.

The proposed action - allowing for the change of use of vacant commercial premises in ur-
ban areas, including vacant or under-utilised areas over groundfloor premises, into residential 
units without having to go through the planning process - was also reflected in the Govern-
ment’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness published in July 2016.

My Department is currently progressing the drafting of the necessary revisions to the plan-
ning regulations to give effect to this action. It is intended that the new regulations, which will 
require the approval of both Houses of the Oireachtas, will be made before the Oireachtas Sum-
mer recess.

02/05/2017WRV00550Planning Issues

02/05/2017WRV00600413. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to outline the plans the Government and local councils have in place to en-
sure that all car wash sites are licensed to discharge waste and are compliant with all planning 
regulations in view of the increasing number of unauthorised pop-up car washes. [19955/17]

02/05/2017WRV00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, all development, un-
less specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permis-
sion.  Section 4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, 
as amended, set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission, 
subject to the restrictions specified in Article 9 of the Regulations and the specific conditions 
set out in each class of exempted development in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.  There is no 
specific exemption for car wash facilities.

Any development that is carried out without planning permission or that does not comply 
with the terms of a planning permission is unauthorised development and may be subject to 
enforcement action by a planning authority.  Decisions on planning applications and enforce-
ment of the requirements of the Planning Act and Regulations are designated functions of the 
planning authorities in the first instance and I have no role in relation to either matter.

In addition, under Section 16 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Act 1977 (as 
amended), an individual or business may not discharge a trade effluent to a sewer except in 
accordance with a licence issued under the associated regulations.  Therefore, a Trade Effluent 
Discharge to Sewer Licence issued by Irish Water must be in place where the discharge from a 
car wash is to a sewer.

Trade Effluent Discharge to Sewer Licences set out conditions that must be complied with.  
These may include the nature, composition and volume of the trade effluent discharge; the 
method of treatment, the location of discharge and the periods during which discharge may be 
made; as well as sampling requirements and applicable charges for the discharging of the trade 
effluent, as approved by the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).
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Local authorities have a general responsibility for the monitoring, management, protection 
and improvement of water quality.  Irish Water is responsible for the issuing of licences for the 
discharge of trade effluent to their sewers.  The Environmental Protection Agency, through its 
Office of Environmental Enforcement, exercises general supervision in relation to the perfor-
mance of these functions by local authorities.

02/05/2017WRV00750Water Abstraction Regulation

02/05/2017WRV00800414. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government to outline the current legislation and statutory instruments by which 
groundwater is accessed for commercial bottled water production; if the abstraction of this 
natural resource is measured and monitored by his Department or local authorities; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19959/17]

02/05/2017WRV00900415. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government to set out the estimated amount of groundwater that is abstracted for 
commercial bottled water production for each year since 2000; the amounts earned by local 
authorities for such water abstraction during the same period; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19960/17]

02/05/2017WRV01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 414 and 415 together.

Currently, the abstraction of groundwater does not generally require authorisation and 
groundwater abstracted for bottled water production is not monitored by local authorities or 
by my Department to determine its quality or to control abstraction volumes.  The European 
Union (Natural Mineral Waters, Spring Waters and other Waters in Bottles or Containers) Regu-
lations 2016 (S.I. No. 282 of 2016) places a responsibility on the producers of bottled water 
to ensure the source is protected and sets the quality and the treatment standards for the final 
product.  The Food Safety Authority of Ireland is the competent authority for enforcement of 
these Regulations.

The EPA has compiled a database of known water abstractions as part of the development of 
the draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018-2021.  The database identifies twenty 
one bottled water plants across Ireland with production volumes ranging between 106 cubic 
meters per day at the largest plant to just 41 litres per day at the smallest plant.  However, 
these amounts relate to the volume of the final product produced and do not take into account 
any water abstracted which might be used as part of the production process.

I have indicated my intention in the draft River Basin Management Plan which was pub-
lished in February this year to bring forward legislative proposals to establish a comprehensive 
and maintained register of water abstractions greater than 25 cubic meters per day, and also to 
consult on a proportionate and risk-based framework for the regulation of water abstractions 
to ensure the continued sustainable use of our water resources.  The draft River Basin Man-
agement Plan is currently undergoing public consultation which remains open until 31 August 
2017. The draft plan is available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.
housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/river-basin-management-plans/public-consultation-draft-
river-basin-management.

02/05/2017WRV01050Housing Provision
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02/05/2017WRV01100416. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to set out the number of housing units that have been purchased in County 
Cork for a specific reason (details supplied). [20302/17]

02/05/2017WRV01200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, funding is pro-
vided to local authorities for the acquisition of suitable new and second-hand housing and apart-
ments for social housing use.  The selection of such units for acquisition is a matter for local 
authorities, as the housing authorities for their areas, with the clear expectation that such acqui-
sitions meet priority housing need, are suitable, good quality, value for money, sustain balanced 
tenure mix and are part of a broader approach to the development of new social housing for 
the area.  These acquired properties are allocated to tenants based on their needs, as determined 
through the individual local authority’s scheme of letting priorities.  My Department does not 
have access to information on individual tenants accommodated in such properties.

02/05/2017WRV01250Regional Development Funding

02/05/2017WRV01300417. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to set down by county the amount of the €28 million allocated to the BMW 
region in 2016 that was drawn down. [20678/17]

02/05/2017WRV01400418. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to set down the amount spent in each sector of the €28 million allocated to 
the BMW region in 2016. [20679/17]

02/05/2017WRV01500419. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to set down the amount spent on administration of the €28 million allocated 
to the BMW region in 2016. [20680/17]

02/05/2017WRV01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 417 to 419, inclusive, together.

It is assumed that the allocation referred to in the questions relates to the Designated Urban 
Centres Grant Scheme announced in January 2015 which is co-funded by the European Region-
al Development Fund (ERDF) and is administered in Ireland by the two Regional Operational 
Programme Managing Authorities: the Northern and Western Regional Assembly, formerly 
known as the Border, Midlands and Western (BMW) Region; and the Southern and Eastern 
Regional Assembly.

In this regard, an amount of €40 million in ERDF funding has been allocated for urban de-
velopment projects in Ireland in the current EU Budget cycle period of 2014 to 2020, which has 
been apportioned as follows:

- €14m to the Northern and Western Region, and

- €26m to the Southern and Eastern Region.

In line with the ERDF requirements, the urban development projects approved for funding 
under the grant scheme are required to be at least match-funded from local authority own re-
sources, thereby guaranteeing a minimum spend of €28 million on the approved projects in the 
Northern and Western Region in the period to 2020.  However, local authorities in the Region 
have in fact committed to €38.5 million in match-funding from their own resources under the 
scheme, bringing the total investment on qualifying urban development projects in the Region 
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to €52.5 million.

Information on the costs incurred by the Northern and Western Regional Assembly in ad-
ministering the grant scheme in 2016 is not available in my Department; details of such admin-
istration costs may be sought directly from the Assembly itself.

None of the €14 million of ERDF funding in respect of qualifying projects in the Northern 
and Western Region was drawn down in 2016 but this may be explained by the fact that work 
on the projects has only recently been initiated or has not yet commenced.

02/05/2017WRV01650Housing Provision

02/05/2017WRV01700420. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to outline the way in which families may avail of family-friendly temporary 
accommodation units; the way in which these units are being allocated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20820/17]

02/05/2017WRV01800421. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to outline the way in which homeless persons in commercial hotel and bed 
and breakfast emergency accommodation will be allocated housing before the mid 2017 dead-
line to cease the use of these facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20821/17]

02/05/2017WRV01900422. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to outline the proportion of HAP, rapid build and social housing units that 
will be used to provide housing for homeless families in order to meet the mid 2017 deadline to 
cease the use of commercial hotel and bed and breakfast emergency accommodation for home-
less persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20822/17]

02/05/2017WRV02000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 420 to 422, inclusive, together.

The target set in Rebuilding Ireland, that by mid-2017 hotels will only be used in limited cir-
cumstances to provide emergency accommodation for families, is necessarily ambitious.  How-
ever, I believe that the significant efforts currently being made by local authorities and other key 
bodies, supported by my Department, will enable the objective to be achieved.

It is intended that the long-term housing needs of families that are currently homeless will 
be met through a mix of social housing solutions, particularly through the enhanced Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, general social housing allocations and other letting ar-
rangements that the housing authorities consider appropriate.  Significant results are already 
being achieved in this regard, with housing authorities achieving over 3,000 sustainable exits 
from homeless accommodation into independent tenancies during 2016, a record level of exits 
in a calendar year.

Local authorities are also pursuing a range of new emergency accommodation facilities that 
can be used as an alternative to hotels, to accommodate households during periods of homeless-
ness.  These supported accommodation initiatives will provide temporary accommodation for 
homeless families with a greater level of stability, services and supports than are available in 
hotel accommodation, while move-on options to long-term independent living are identified 
and secured.

Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of homeless services, including emer-
gency accommodation, rests with the individual housing authorities.  In that context, it will be a 
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matter for housing authorities, in the first instance, to consider the appropriate accommodation 
solutions for each individual family.  However, my Department continues to engage proactively 
with the various local authorities in relation to funding the delivery of a range of identified tem-
porary accommodation arrangements for homeless families.

02/05/2017WRV02050Housing Data

02/05/2017WRV02100423. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government to set down the number of multi-unit commencements in the four Dublin local 
authorities from quarter 1 2014 to quarter 2 2017; the name of the owners, builders and designer 
of these commencements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19156/17]

02/05/2017WRV02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of housing and planning sta-
tistics, including information on Commencement Notices, which are available on the Depart-
ment’s website at http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-
rented/construction-activity-starts.

In addition, Building Control Authorities are required to keep certain information pertaining 
to building works that come under the Building Control Regulations 1997-2015 on a statutory 
register.  The purpose of the Building Control Management System (BCMS) is to facilitate 
building control authorities, building owners, builders and construction professionals in dis-
charging their separate responsibilities under the Building Control Act 1990.  The system pro-
vides a common platform for clear and consistent administration of building control matters 
across the local authority sector.

BCMS is centrally hosted by the Local Government Management Agency on behalf of the 
31 Local Authorities and has enabled this information, which includes the names of owners, 
builders and designers, to be hosted on a central nationwide register, readily available and up-
dated quarterly at https://www.localgov.ie/en/link-type/bcms.

02/05/2017WRV02250Housing Data

02/05/2017WRV02300424. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to set down the number of multi-unit completions in the four Dublin local 
authorities from quarter 1 2014 to quarter 2 2017; the name of the owners, builders and designer 
of these completions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19157/17]

02/05/2017WRV02400468. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government to set down the number of houses completed in the greater Dublin area 
from June 2016 to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19894/17]

02/05/2017WRV02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 424 and 468 together.

In respect of completions data, since the 1970’s, my Department has published ESB data on 
residential homes connected to the ESB grid as a proxy for house completions, as it represents 
the best available indicator that a residential unit is becoming available for occupation.  This da-
taset includes recently completed once-off homes, multi-unit scheme developments and apart-
ments as well as some re-connections to the grid, where properties that have been unoccupied 
for over two years are being brought back into use.
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The data requested is available on a dataset published on the Department’s website and up-
dated monthly; this can be accessed by clicking on the following weblink - http://www.housing.
gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/construction-activity-completions.

The data is broken down into individual houses, scheme houses and apartments across each 
local authority.

In relation to data on the owners, designers and builders of houses, Building Control Au-
thorities are required to keep certain information pertaining to building works that come under 
the Building Control Regulations 1997-2015 on a statutory register, which may include particu-
lars in relation to owners, builders and designers and Certificates of Compliance on Comple-
tion, where relevant, to specific buildings or works.  The register is published on the Building 
Control Management System, which is centrally hosted by the Local Government Management 
Agency (LGMA) on behalf of the 31 Local Authorities, and can be accessed by clicking on the 
following weblink - https://www.localgov.ie/en/link-type/bcms.

02/05/2017WRV02550Repair and Leasing Scheme

02/05/2017WRV02600425. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Kildare County Council is un-
able to begin the repair and lease scheme citing staffing issues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19174/17]

02/05/2017WRV02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) has been developed, under Pillar 5 of Re-
building Ireland, to assist private property owners and local authorities or Approved Housing 
Bodies (AHBs) to harness the accommodation potential that exists in certain vacant properties 
across Ireland.  The scheme is targeted at owners of vacant properties who cannot afford or ac-
cess the funding needed to bring their properties up to the required standard for rental property.

Following on from the success of the initial RLS pilot in Waterford and Carlow local au-
thorities, the pilot was expanded on a national basis from 23 February 2017.  In recognition of 
both the critical demand for additional units and the potential the RLS scheme has to offer, I 
have assigned additional funding to the scheme in 2017, bringing the total amount of invest-
ment available this year to €32m, which will facilitate up to 800 vacant properties being brought 
back into use as new homes for families on local authority waiting lists.

In the period since the launch of the scheme, my Department has been engaging bilaterally 
with local authorities and AHBs, including Kildare County Council, to provide support and 
assistance in the implementation of the scheme.  Two workshops have been convened to intro-
duce the scheme to local authority and AHB staff and to provide practical information and as-
sistance on how best to develop the RLS in their areas.  A detailed guidance document, template 
legal agreements, application forms and other resources have also been made available to local 
authorities and AHBs in order to assist in the implementation of the scheme and minimise the 
impact of the scheme on existing resources.

In addition, the RLS has been designed to draw on the expertise and experience gained 
by AHBs on social housing acquisitions and leasing in recent years and it is open to local au-
thorities to work in collaboration with AHBs in their areas to maximise the potential impact of 
the scheme.  However, local authorities retain overall responsibility for the implementation of 
the scheme in their area and for ensuring that housing units brought into use under the scheme 
are required and fulfil social housing demand in their areas.  Where collaboration with AHBs 
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is facilitated, local authorities then have increased capacity to focus on core construction pro-
grammes, land management and mixed tenure goals.  The delivery of social housing under 
Rebuilding Ireland is focussed on a need to acknowledge the blend of delivery routes available 
and to harness the maximum capacity of all stakeholders operating in the sector.

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible 
for the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the 
local authorities for which he or she is responsible.  It is therefore, a matter for each individual 
Chief Executive to apply for sanction from my Department and, once approved, to recruit and 
assign staff to specific divisions within their organisation.

My Department works closely with all local authorities in relation to their staffing require-
ments.  Staffing sanction requests are examined on a case by case basis having due regard to the 
continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary constraints.

I understand that no requests for additional staffing related to the implementation of the RLS 
have been received in my Department from Kildare County Council.  However, my Department 
would look favourably if any such request was to be received, and is happy to continue working 
closely with the local authority as the scheme continues to establish momentum.

02/05/2017WRV02750Irish Water

02/05/2017WRV02800426. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government to outline his views on Irish Water’s engagement with local authorities in view of 
its capital investment project prioritisation. [19186/17]

02/05/2017WRV02900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water 
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local level.  Irish Water as 
a single national utility is taking a strategic, nationwide approach to asset planning and invest-
ment, and meeting customer requirements.

Under the Water Services Act (No. 2) 2013, Irish Water is required to consult with a number 
of stakeholders, including local authorities, when preparing an Investment Plan. Accordingly, 
Irish Water undertook formal consultations on the emerging Investment Plan with a wide range 
of stakeholders, including all statutory consultees such as local authorities, the Public Water 
Forum, and those recommended by the Commission for Energy Regulation.  In addition to the 
formal consultation with local authorities, I understand that workshops were held with water 
services personnel during the summer of 2016 as part of the development of the Investment 
Plan, which contributed to the development of Irish Water’s understanding of the asset base and 
identification of needs across the water supply and wastewater infrastructure.

Irish Water’s primary function is to provide clean drinking water to customers and to treat 
and return wastewater safely to the environment.  In providing these services Irish Water plays 
a central role in enabling economic growth, protecting both the environment and the health and 
safety of its customers and the public.

Following decades of under-investment, there are now many competing investment needs 
across the State.  Irish Water’s Capital Investment Plan is an important part of the process of 
meeting this investment need in a balanced way.  In a constrained funding environment, Irish 
Water needs to understand and consider all available views in order to ensure that available 
investment is appropriately balanced across competing areas. Consequently Irish Water must 
take a number of considerations into account when weighing up the relative merits of invest-
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ment needs.

It is an objective of Irish Water that the interventions in its Investment Plan should be 
balanced across the various drivers including supporting future population growth, economic 
development, provision of safe and secure drinking water supplies, minimising the impact of 
wastewater discharges on the environment and maintaining the Irish Water asset base.

The Investment Plan sets out the approach taken to optimise intervention options by ex-
amining their contribution to specific performance targets.  Irish Water has taken on board and 
responded to the consultation process undertaken in setting very challenging targets for the 
Investment Plan 2017-2021, such as:

- reducing the number of Boil Water Notices in place for greater than 200 days from over 
4,000 to zero;

- reducing the number of schemes on the Environmental Protection Agency’s Remedial Ac-
tion List from 71 to zero;

- increasing compliance with the parameters for Lead in Drinking Water from an estimated 
85% to 98%;

- reducing network leakage volume by 180 Megalitres per day;

- rationalisation of 105 Water Treatment Works;

- increasing the Population Equivalent (PE) served by Wastewater Treatment Works compli-
ant with the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive from 2.4m to 4.8m;

- reducing the number of public wastewater agglomerations with no-treatment from 37 to 
zero.

This investment balancing process towards the achievement of challenging targets is a key 
element of the value Irish Water brings as a single national utility.

02/05/2017WRV02950Foreshore Licence Conditions

02/05/2017WRV03000427. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government to outline the reason only nine working days have been granted from the date 
of public notification, 24 March 2017 to 6 April 2017, regarding a licence (details supplied) on 
Galway Bay; if this period meets his Department’s regulations on timeframes for public obser-
vations to be made on foreshore licence applications; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19225/17]

02/05/2017WRV03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A foreshore licence application was received in my Department in September 2016 
to retain the existing linear acoustic telemetry array spanning Galway Bay for the purpose of 
studying marine migrations of salmonoids in the bay and the monitoring of marine animals 
tagged in other studies with a view to contributing to spatial planning and conservation man-
agement.

The details of this application were published in Irish and English in the Irish Examiner on 
29th September 2016 and the Connaught Tribune on 30th September 2016.  The application 
with supporting documents were  published on my Department’s website and were made avail-
able for inspection at Mill Street Garda Station for a period of 21 working days.  No submis-
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sions were received during this period.

In late February 2017 the applicant, having met with fishermen’s representatives and re-
viewing the tracks taken by trawlers, advised that they considered it best to rotate the proposed 
location of the array slightly east from the middle point to avoid any potential contact by fisher-
men’s gear.  That communication also advised that receivers need to be deployed by early April, 
before the salmon smolt are present in the Corrib prior to their annual migration.

The applicant was instructed to advertise the revised proposal and given the short time 
available the public consultation on the revised proposal was reduced from the normal 21 work-
ing days.

Some 26 observations on the revised proposal were received.

This application has yet to come before me for determination so I am unable to comment 
further at this time.

02/05/2017WRV03150Housing Policy

02/05/2017WRV03200428. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government to set down the amount that has been spent to date on the consultation, commu-
nication and engagement strategy associated with Rebuilding Ireland; and the cost associated 
with holding press conferences to launch each pillar of the programme. [19256/17]

02/05/2017WRV03300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The overall cost to date of the consultation, communication and engagement strat-
egy associated with Rebuilding Ireland is approximately €95,700 (incl. VAT).

The main aim of the consultation, communication and engagement strategy is to ensure that 
the momentum for implementation is maintained throughout the life of the Plan.  A key part of 
the successful implementation of Rebuilding Ireland is to ensure that all stakeholders and the 
wider public are fully aware of the commitments, understand the range of initiatives and actions 
being rolled out and can access relevant and up-to-date information on progress.

A number of initiatives have been put in place, aimed at maintaining and updating the 
information flow and providing a forum or point of contact for feedback, where needed.  For 
example, a dedicated website, www.rebuildingireland.ie, has been put in place and a dedicated 
email address, rebuildingireland@housing.gov.ie has also been created.  The total investment 
to date in the development and management of this website has been approximately €54,600 
(incl. VAT).

In addition to the standard provision of text and graphic information to view and download, 
the website facilitates engagement with the general public through the use of video presenta-
tions, social media and the inter-active State land map, at a cost of approximately €38,900 (incl. 
VAT) to date. It is important to note that the video production costs include filming and content 
generation resources that may be used in future video presentations, thus potentially reducing 
the costs of future requirements in this area.

Pillar specific launches have also taken place to build implementation momentum by al-
lowing for a deeper focus on a specific pillar area, and elaboration of the actions being taken.  
Four Pillar launches have taken place to date and the location and cost of each is set out in the 
following table.  A similar launch for the Pillar 5, Utilise Existing Housing, will take place in 
due course.
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Pillar Launch Date Venue Cost
1: Address Home-
lessness

 22 September 2016 Government Press 
Centre

Nil

2: Accelerate Social 
Housing

6 October 2016 Charlemont Commu-
nity Centre, Dublin 2

Nil

3: Build More 
Homes

10 November 2016 Green Isle Hotel, 
Naas Road, Dublin 
22

€2,200 (room hire 
and associated costs)

4: Improve the 
Rental Sector

13 December 2016 Government Press 
Centre

Nil

There has also been a series of local authority-hosted regional events to stimulate and en-
courage active involvement and early engagement by all key stakeholders at local and regional 
levels.

Further requirements in terms of the website, video production and social media services for 
the next twelve-month period, are currently being considered.  All efforts will continue to be 
made to keep expenditure in connection with Rebuilding Ireland to a minimum.

Further information in relation to the Consultation, Communication and Engagement 
Strategy and in relation to progress more generally under Rebuilding Ireland is available in 
the Second Quarterly Progress Report on the implementation of Rebuilding Ireland, which was 
published on 7 February 2017 and can be accessed at: http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/Second_Quarterly_Progress_Report_-RBI-Final-1.pdf.

Building Regulations Compliance

02/05/2017WRW00200429. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of building inspections by local authority which took place in each 
of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017. [19257/17]

02/05/2017WRW00300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): In relation to the Deputy’s request, the matters referred to 
are matters for local authorities, who are independent in the use of their statutory powers under 
the Building Control Acts 1990-2014.

The Local Government Management Agency collected data on inspections carried out up 
to 2013 and published this information in the Service Indicators in Local Authorities reports 
from 2005 to 2013.  These reports are available at http://www.lgma.ie/en/publication-category/
service-indicator-reports-2004-2010.

Following the commencement of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, the National 
Oversight & Audit Commission (NOAC) now collects and publishes this data.  The Perfor-
mance Indicators in Local Authorities reports for 2014 & 2015 are available at http://noac.ie/
noac-reports/.  The 2016 report will be published once it is finalised and the 2017 report will be 
made available in due course. 

Local Authority Staff Data

02/05/2017WRW00400430. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of building inspector staff employed by each local authority; and 
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the estimated cost of employing an additional building inspector. [19258/17]

02/05/2017WRW00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department collects quarterly data on staff numbers in local authorities.  How-
ever, the data gathered do not provide detail on the number of building inspectors employed in 
each local authority. 

Building Inspector is not a grade within the local authority structure.  It is a matter for each 
Chief Executive to assign an individual staff member to carry out the function of inspecting 
buildings.  Information in relation to average cost of a building inspector is therefore not avail-
able in my Department .

Local Authority Staff Data

02/05/2017WRW00600431. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of fire safety officers employed by each local authority; and the 
estimated cost of employing an additional fire safety officer. [19259/17]

02/05/2017WRW00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, in-
cluding the establishment and maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs 
and the provision of fire station premises is a statutory function of individual fire authorities 
under the Fire Service Act, 1981.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting 
general policy, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and 
other related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

Each local authority  determines the number of fire officers they employ having regard to 
both locally identified needs and available resources.  My Department does not collate infor-
mation in respect of the numbers of fire safety officers that local authorities employ as this is a 
matter for individual authorities themselves. 

Local Authority Boundaries Review

02/05/2017WRW00800432. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the estimated cost of the Waterford boundary review process. [19260/17]

02/05/2017WRW00900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): General expenses recouped to date specifically in relation to the Waterford boundary 
review committee amount to €8,051.  This recoupment was in respect of expenses incurred by 
the committee members.  The members provided their time and expertise on a pro bono basis, 
and no fees were paid to them.

An amount of €70,460 was paid to the Institute of Public Administration for its work in 
supporting boundary committee reports commissioned in 2016 in respect of Athlone, Carlow, 
Drogheda and Waterford collectively. 

Details of any costs incurred by the individual local authorities from their own resources are 
a matter for these authorities, and I have no function in this matter.

Local Authority Boundaries Review
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02/05/2017WRW01000433. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the estimated cost of the Athlone boundary review process. [19261/17]

02/05/2017WRW01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): General expenses recouped to date specifically in relation to the Athlone boundary 
review committee amount to €12,904.  This recoupment was in respect of expenses incurred by 
the committee members.  The members provided their time and expertise on a pro bono basis, 
and no fees were paid to them.

An amount of €70,460 was paid to the Institute of Public Administration for its work in 
supporting boundary committee reports commissioned in 2016 in respect of Athlone, Carlow, 
Drogheda and Waterford collectively. 

Details of any costs incurred by the individual local authorities from their own resources are 
a matter for these authorities, and I have no function in this matter.

Local Authority Rates

02/05/2017WRW01200434. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans to improve consistency in collection rates for commercial rates 
revenues across local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19262/17]

02/05/2017WRW01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation pursuant to the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  
The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  Howev-
er, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is spread over a number of enactments, some dat-
ing back to the 19th century.  Many of the provisions are outdated and not suitable for business 
trends in the modern era.  I have asked my Department to develop proposals for a consolidated 
Rates Bill to modernise and consolidate the legislation in this area.  In this regard, the Govern-
ment approved the drafting of a Rates Bill at its meeting on 11 April 2017.  These proposals will 
be subject to pre-legislative scrutiny in due course.

The Debt Management Project Implementation Board, on which my Department and the 
Local Authority Sector were represented, was established by the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform in February 2015, to progress the recommendations of the Debt Management 
Review, which was published in 2014.  As part of this process, the local authorities undertook 
a range of work to improve collection levels including; 

 - Setting targets for reduction of arrears of commercial rates in each local authority;

 - Improved reporting of rates debts in local authority financial statements; 

 - Introduction of strengthened policies relating to debt collection; and

 - The development and rollout of a training and education programme.

As part of this process, the local authority sector prepared a business case for stronger 
enforcement powers in the collection of commercial rates.  This business case was endorsed 
by the Project Board.  Provision for strenghtened enforcement powers for local authorities are 
included in the legislative proposals recently approved by the Government.
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Housing Issues

02/05/2017WRW01400435. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will engage with representatives of the parish of Templederry, County 
Tipperary who wish to make parish owned land available for housing; if he will arrange for a 
voluntary housing group to explore with the parish the opportunities that this presents; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19277/17]

02/05/2017WRW01500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): As a first step, any group or individuals interested in working with approved housing 
bodies for the provision of housing could make contact with approved housing bodies operating 
in their county.  Information on locally active approved housing bodies is available on the web-
site of the Irish Council for Social Housing at the following link: https://www.icsh.ie/content/
search-for-members.

Ultimately, it is the local authorities that identify housing need in their area and oversee and 
prioritise the development of appropriate responses to meet this need.  Approved housing bod-
ies work co-operatively with local authorities in this to ensure that any publicly funded projects 
to meet housing need are viable and appropriate.

Tenant Purchase Scheme Eligibility

02/05/2017WRW01600436. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if local authority approval is required under the tenant incremental purchase 
scheme if a person wishes to rent a room in their home; the reason a person must use a valuer 
from a panel of valuers set up by the local authority and not one of a person’s own choosing; 
if the person purchasing the house passes away within the lien time according to their allowed 
discount if the lien is passed on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19302/17]

02/05/2017WRW01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme 2016 came into operation on 1 January 
2016.  The Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses 
that are available for sale under the Scheme.  

Section 25 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 lists the terms and condi-
tions of the sale of a house to a tenant under the 2016 Scheme.  These conditions include that 
the house or any part of it shall not, without the prior written consent of the authority be sold, 
assigned, let or sublet. 

Given the significant value of State assets being sold under the scheme, there is a clear ob-
ligation on a local authority to ensure that valuations provided for purposes of the Scheme are 
carried out by suitably qualified valuers, with the necessary qualifications and experience.  In 
accordance with guidance issued by my Department, authorities should provide potential ap-
plicants with a list of approved valuers so that they can choose their own valuer from the list. 

If a purchaser passes away within the charge period, the charge remains on the property until 
such time as it is discharged in line with the relevant provisions of the 2014 Act and the Housing 
(Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015. 

Home Renovation Incentive Scheme Eligibility
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02/05/2017WRW01800437. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a person who has inherited an old derelict house which requires renovation 
can avail of the home renovation incentive scheme and on completion of renovations subse-
quently hand the house over to the local authority for that person to rent the same house from 
the local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19303/17]

02/05/2017WRW01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Pillar 5 of the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Home-
lessness is specifically focused on utilising existing housing stock, with a key objective of en-
suring that houses throughout the country and across all forms of tenure, in both the public and 
private sectors, are used to the optimum degree possible. 

The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) has been developed under Pillar 5 to assist private 
property owners and local authorities or Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) to harness the ac-
commodation potential that exists in certain vacant properties across Ireland.  The scheme is 
targeted at owners of vacant properties who cannot afford or access the funding needed to bring 
their properties up to the required standard for rental property.  Subject to the suitability of the 
property for social housing, and the agreement of the property owner, the cost of the necessary 
repairs - up to a maximum of €40,000 - will be met upfront by the relevant local authority or an 
Approved Housing Body (AHB).  As part of the agreement, the property owner then leases the 
dwelling to the local authority for use as social housing for a length that is linked to the value 
of the repairs but subject to a minimum of 10 years.  The value of the repairs is offset incremen-
tally against the agreed rental payment over a defined period within the lease.

Other initiatives to utilise vacant housing stock for social housing include the Buy and Re-
new Scheme.  The full details of this scheme are being finalised and will be communicated to 
local authorities shortly.  Prospective housing units for the scheme will need to be suitable for 
social housing use, in an area of need and to represent reasonable value for money.  

Where the owner of a vacant property wishes to avail of the Repair and Leasing Scheme 
or the Buy and Renew Scheme, they should contact their local authority.  Furthermore, if a 
property owner wishes to explore making their property available to a local authority for social 
housing use using a range of other lease or rental options, they should similarly contact their 
local authority.  In every case, a property secured for social housing use by a local authority, by 
way of a lease or rental agreement, is allocated to a household on a local authority waiting list 
in accordance with that local authority’s scheme of letting priorities.

I have no function in the Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) Scheme, which is administered 
by the Revenue Commissioners and comes within the remit of my colleague the Minister for 
Finance. 

Local Authority Housing Funding

02/05/2017WRW02000438. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if funding has been allocated to Dublin City Council for extensions to 
local authority residences to help alleviate overcrowding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19308/17]

02/05/2017WRW02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department provides capital funding to Local Authorities to undertake adapta-
tions and extensions to their existing social housing stock.  The scheme applies to extensions 
that are needed to address overcrowding.
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The Department is currently in the process of assessing the funding requirements for each 
Local Authority for 2017. 

It is expected that works should take place throughout the year to allow for the full utilisa-
tion of the 2017 funding allocation to each local authority.  To facilitate this and to ensure that 
there is no delay in respect of priority works under the programme, Local Authorities have been 
advised that they may undertake works up to a maximum value of 65% of their 2016 allocation 
in advance of specific approval of the 2017 allocation.

Planning Issues

02/05/2017WRW02200439. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if a local area plan requires to be recommenced rather than material 
changes going on public display, the circumstances in which this can occur; if it is a reserved or 
executive function; the circumstances that allow a Minister to intervene; the point in the process 
this can occur; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19327/17]

02/05/2017WRW02250463. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if there is a flexibility or facility for councillors to change the timeframe and-or 
add an additional public consultation period within the same as a reserved function, in view of 
the fact that setting and adopting a local area plan is a reserved function of a municipal district, 
unless it traverses more than one municipality.  [19798/17]

02/05/2017WRW02300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment  (Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 439 and 463 together.

Sections 18, 19 and 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, together 
with the planning guidelines on local area plans issued by my Department under Section 28 of 
the Act, set out the statutory process to be followed in the preparation of statutory Local Area 
Plans and public consultation processes to be followed. 

Within this statutory process there is no provision for elected members to change statutory 
preparation timeframes and-or add an additional public consultation period. 

It is ultimately a matter for a planning authority to progress a local area plan process, once 
commenced, within the statutorily defined timeframes.  My Department is aware that in iso-
lated situations some local area plan review processes may not be completed and would instead 
be restarted due to inadvertent procedural issues or omissions.

The legislation provides for extensive consultation in relation to the making, amendment or 
revoking of a local area plan, both with the general public and with certain prescribed bodies 
including my Department, who are offered the opportunity to make submissions or observa-
tions which must be considered by the planning authority. 

Where local authorities fail to adopt policies that reflect the overall national policy position 
or breach statutory requirements, the Oireachtas has provided the Minister with powers to direct 
a planning authority to amend a statutory local area plan under procedures set out in Section 
31 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  Section 31 is essentially a safe-
guarding mechanism that follows on from statutory consultation by planning authorities with 
the Minister in drawing up or amending their statutory development plans or local area plans. 

Housing Assistance Payments
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02/05/2017WRW02400440. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will direct local authorities to source available accommodation for 
HAP tenancies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19378/17]

02/05/2017WRW02500489. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the circumstances in which HAP payments over the agreed limits are 
made to landlords; the amounts over the agreed limits; the number of such payments in 2016 
and to date in 2017 by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20303/17]

02/05/2017WRW02600490. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of HAP tenancies ended by the landlord before the agreed 
ten-year period in 2016 and to date in 2017 by county; the reason for such terminations; the 
subsequent housing arrangements made for those tenants; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20304/17]

02/05/2017WRW02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 440, 489 and 490 together.

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support that is 
now available to all eligible households throughout the State.  There are currently more than 
20,700 households in receipt of HAP, including 7,000 households that were previously sup-
ported by Rent Supplement.

One of the key principles of the HAP scheme is that eligible households source their own 
accommodation in the private rented sector, which best suits their needs in their area of choice, 
as provided for under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014.  This is distinct from 
other forms of social housing support, where the tenant may not always find their own accom-
modation and instead are allocated a dwelling.  Under the Homeless HAP scheme, which is 
operated by the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive on behalf of the 4 Dublin local authori-
ties, a place finder service has been provided to assist homeless households with sourcing HAP 
accommodation.  A similar service will be available to homeless households in the Cork City 
Council area from 8 May 2017.  Given that to date in 2017, an average of almost 350 additional 
households a week are being supported by HAP, I consider the practice of households sourcing 
their own accommodation under the scheme to be an effective approach to providing housing 
support, as it gives households choice.

There is no limitation on the length of a tenancy that can be supported by the HAP scheme.  
HAP supported tenancies are agreed between the landlord and the tenant; the local authority is 
not a party to the tenancy and has no role in its agreement.  However, as with other private rental 
tenancies, the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended) governs the relationship between 
the landlord and the tenant.  The length of the tenancy is a matter that must be agreed between 
the landlord and tenant.  My Department does not hold information in relation to the length of 
individual tenancies.

Where a HAP supported tenancy comes to an end, the tenant can find alternative accom-
modation and retain their eligibility for HAP support or the local authority may decide to offer 
another form of social housing support to the tenant in accordance with their scheme of letting 
priorities.

Since 1 July 2016, all local authorities have been provided with a statutory discretion to ex-
ceed HAP rent limits by up to 20% above the prescribed maximum rent limit in circumstances 
where it is necessary, because of local rental market conditions, to secure appropriate accom-
modation for a household that requires it.  It is a matter for the local authority to determine if the 
application of the flexibility is warranted on a case by case basis.  At the end of Q1 2017, 9.5% 
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of the total number of households (excluding qualified homeless households) being supported 
by HAP had some additional flexibility applied to the monthly HAP payment being made to 
their landlord on their behalf. 

My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review.  In gen-
eral, I am satisfied with the operation of the HAP scheme and I consider it to be a key vehicle 
for meeting housing need and fulfilling the ambitious delivery programme committed to under 
the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.

Water Meters

02/05/2017WRW02800441. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 402 of 21 March 2017, the num-
ber of meter boxes that were not reused by Uisce Éireann; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19382/17]

02/05/2017WRW02900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 402 of 21 March 2017.

Irish Water committed to reusing previously installed meter boxes where possible.  Irish 
Water examined each pre-existing meter box to establish if it could be reused.  In some cases it 
was not possible to reuse the meter box for a variety of reasons including insufficient depth of 
cover, pre-existing damage to the meter box or incompatibility with the Irish Water meter.  Irish 
Water does not have a record of the number of meter boxes not reused.

Water Meters

02/05/2017WRW03000442. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 402 of 21 March 2017, the num-
ber of meter boxes and water meters installed by local authorities in advance of the Uisce Éire-
ann water meter installation project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19383/17]

02/05/2017WRW03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 402 of 21 March 2017.

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.  Prior to this, re-
sponsibility for water services infrastructure was a matter for local authorities under Section 31 
of the Water Services Act 2007.

Prior to the commencement of the national metering programme, a pre-installation sur-
vey was undertaken by local authorities to inform the procurement process.  This survey pri-
marily identified the location of the outside stop valves and properties that were suitable for 
metering by Irish Water.  Where water meters and meter boxes were installed in advance of the 
metering programme as a condition of planning, I understand that in some cases the planning 
authority only requested that a meter box be installed, while in other cases the installation of a 
meter box and meter was required.  Irish Water committed to reusing previously installed me-
ter boxes where possible and over the course of the metering programme in excess of 125,000 
meter boxes were reused by Irish Water.

Irish Water does not have total data on the number of meter boxes and/or water meters in-
stalled in advance of its establishment.
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Regeneration Projects

02/05/2017WRW03200443. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he has received a submission made by persons (details supplied); if he 
will include these properties in the regeneration scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19409/17]

02/05/2017WRW03300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I am aware of proposals in relation to the inclusion of certain areas within the Cork 
City Northwest Regeneration programme.  The Revised Masterplan for Cork City Northwest 
Regeneration Programme was adopted by the Council in 2011, following extensive consulta-
tion with elected members, residents and other key stakeholders and it is not proposed to extend 
the areas covered by the programme. 

I understand that Cork City Council is in regular contact with the residents of areas adjacent 
to the regeneration area and has met with resident representatives of these areas, and, inter alia, 
has assured them that the regeneration programme has and will continue to develop improved 
community facilities and that the benefits of these facilities are available to residents beyond the 
precise areas covered by the regeneration programme.

Traveller Accommodation

02/05/2017WRW03400444. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the annual budget for Traveller specific accommodation for County Wexford 
for each of the years 2012 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and the amount of this which was spent 
and the amount not drawn down for each year. [19467/17]

02/05/2017WRW03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The allocations and recoupment profiles for capital Traveller accommodation proj-
ects can vary across local authorities given the local priorities, circumstances and project time-
lines as set out in the Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) prepared by local au-
thorities under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998.  Funding is recouped to local 
authorities on eligible expenditure incurred and, where it is likely that an allocation to a local 
authority may be unspent or under-spent, my Department engages with local authorities to real-
locate the funding in order to ensure that drawdown is maximised.  The allocation and recoup-
ment data for Wexford County Council for the years 2012 - 2016 requested by the Deputy are 
set out in tabular form.

With regard to 2017, my Department issued a circular to all local authorities in February 
2017 advising them of the increase in the capital provision for Traveller Accommodation to €9 
m, an increase of €3.5 m on 2016, and requested local authorities to submit details of projects 
that they anticipate will have a funding requirement in 2017.  My Department is currently ex-
amining these returns as part of the capital allocations process for 2017.  This process will be 
completed shortly and the outcome will be notified to the local authorities.

Wexford County Council Traveller Accommodation Allocations 2012-2016   

Allocation 2012     Allocation 2013 Allocation 2014 Allocation 2015 Allocation 2016
€285,000 €150,000 €105,901 0 €96,000
Wexford County Council Traveller Accommodation Recoupment 2012-2016   
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Recouped 2012 Recouped 2013 Recouped 2014 Recouped 2015 Recouped 2016
€172,552 €150,000 €328,733 €30,906 €87,695

Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

02/05/2017WRW03600445. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if family income supplement will be excluded from the assessment of in-
come for social housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19469/17]

02/05/2017WRW03650466. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will revise the thresholds for inclusion on the social housing list (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19847/17]

02/05/2017WRW03700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 445 and 466 together.

The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits 
for each housing authority, in different bands according to the area, with income being defined 
and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assess-
ment of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs plus a comparative analysis 
of the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country.  The limits also reflect a 
blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new system coming into operation in order to 
broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn and thereby promote sustainable 
communities.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all housing authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI and the 
universal social charge.  Most payments received from the Department of Social Protection are 
assessable, including Family Income Supplement.  The Policy provides for a range of income 
disregards, and housing authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is 
temporary, short-term or once off.

A review of the income eligibility limits for social housing supports as part of the broader 
social housing reform agenda set out in the Social Housing Strategy 2020 is scheduled to com-
mence later this year.

Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Exemptions

02/05/2017WRW03800446. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if, in relation to the additional family accommodation exemption clause in 
respect of the non-principal private residence charge, in a circumstance in which the relative 
living in the dwelling did not change their address for the purposes of utility bills, bank state-
ments and so on, an affidavit signed by an independent person such as a solicitor, notary public 
confirming that they did reside in the dwelling could be considered as acceptable evidence of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19494/17]

02/05/2017WRW04000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative 
basis for the Non-Principal Private Residence (NPPR) Charge.  The NPPR Charge, which has 
since been discontinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which 
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the owner did not reside as their normal place of residence.  The NPPR Charge is based on self-
declaration and therefore the onus is on the property owner themselves to register their property 
and make the payment. 

A number of exemptions from the Charge are set out in section 4 of the 2009 Act and section 
4(6) provides for an exemption from the Charge in a situation where a residential property is 
occupied rent-free as the sole or main residence of a relative of the owner and the sole or main 
residence of the owner is either on the same property or within two kilometres of it.

The 2009 Act places the Charge under the care and management of the local authorities 
and the application of the Charge in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local 
authority.

Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme

02/05/2017WRW04100447. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 305 of 29 November 2016 and Parlia-
mentary Question No. 53 of 8 February 2017, if the legal advice in this case has been fully ana-
lysed and a decision made in the matter of providing ex gratia payments to former employees 
of LCDP companies made redundant and whereby no moneys were available to fund payments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19523/17]

02/05/2017WRW04200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The matters concerned, including the associated legal advice, remain under consid-
eration in my Department.  My Department is endeavouring to bring these considerations to a 
conclusion as soon as possible, in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform. 

Water Services Data

02/05/2017WRW04300448. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of new water connections for houses in County Tipperary in each 
of the years 2014 to 2016, in tabular form; the total revenue from these connections annually; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19539/17]

02/05/2017WRW04400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The information requested is not available in my Department.  Since 1 January 
2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services planning, delivery 
and operation at national, regional and local levels.  Domestic water connections are a matter 
for the utility and are a matter in which I have no function.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

Water Charges Yield

02/05/2017WRW04500449. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total revenue annually in each of the years 2014 to 2016 for commercial 
non-domestic use water, in tabular form in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter.  [19540/17]

02/05/2017WRW04600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The information requested is not available in my Department.  Since 1 January 
2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services planning, deliv-
ery and operation at national, regional and local levels, including non-domestic billing.  Prior 
to this, non-domestic water charging and billing were matters for the relevant local authority.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578. 

Water Charges

02/05/2017WRW04700450. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the charging structure for each county for persons with multiple meters; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19541/17]

02/05/2017WRW04800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water 
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.  Metering is a 
matter for the utility and one in which I have no function.

Domestic water charges have been suspended since 1 July 2016. 

Any business connected to a public water supply is liable for charges as a non-domestic 
customer.  It should be noted that the arrangements in place for all non-domestic customers on 
1 January 2014 remain in place with no changes for the time being. 

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is progressing a review of all aspects of 
non-domestic water tariffs and in conjunction with Irish Water will establish an enduring non-
domestic tariff framework.  The CER has published an information note informing customers 
and interested parties about the project and will shortly engage in a period of public consulta-
tion on the enduring tariff framework for non-domestic water and/or wastewater customers of 
Irish Water. 

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

Planning Issues

02/05/2017WRX00200451. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will consider using his powers under section 166 of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000 to develop the Athy south area as a strategic development zone 
to facilitate a new sugar beet processing plant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19557/17]

02/05/2017WRX00300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The designation of an area as a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) under Section 
166 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) is a decision of the Government, 
on the proposal of the Minister and taking on board observations from relevant Government 
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Departments and the various agencies and public bodies under their aegis.

Under Section 166(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), the Min-
ister shall, before proposing the designation of a site to the Government, consult with relevant 
development agencies on the proposed designation, which under Section 165 of the Act include 
IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland, local authorities and others.  

SDZs are designated for locations of strategic national importance in economic or social 
terms.  In this regard I have not received any proposals from the statutorily defined development 
agencies for such a designation in strategic national terms and therefore I have no plans to bring 
such a proposal to Government.

In addition, such a development proposal could be considered appropriately within the nor-
mal planning application process as in many other areas of enterprise and food sector develop-
ment.

Planning Issues

02/05/2017WRX00400452. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans to introduce a planning aid service that would offer planning 
advice and support to persons and communities regarding planning issues; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19563/17]

02/05/2017WRX00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have no proposals to introduce a planning aid service along the lines of that oper-
ating in the UK, which is a free service independent of central and local government, whereby 
qualified planners offer professional advice on planning matters to local communities and in-
dividuals on a voluntary basis. 

Section 247 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides that any 
person intending to apply for planning permission for development on land in which he or she 
has an interest may request a pre-application consultation with the relevant planning authority 
about the proposed development. 

Housing Estates

02/05/2017WRX00600453. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will liaise with Tipperary County Council in resolving the unfinished en-
trance to an estate (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19567/17]

02/05/2017WRX00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under the provisions of Section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended), I am specifically precluded from intervening in individual cases.  However my De-
partment has made inquiries to Tipperary County Council in relation to the estate the subject 
of this question and I have been informed that the estate has been taken in charge and work is 
progressing on resolving any outstanding matters in the estate.  

Homeless Persons Data

02/05/2017WRX00800454. Deputy Kevin Boxer Moran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
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and Local Government the reasons for homelessness of each household accepted by local au-
thorities as homeless over the past two years; the type of accommodation previously occupied 
by each such household before becoming homeless (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19570/17]

02/05/2017WRX00900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The assessment of households for social housing support, including homeless house-
holds, is a matter for individual housing authorities in accordance with the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated regulations.  The results of the statutory Summary 
of Social Housing Assessments carried out in 2016 provide updated figures on the number of 
households who qualified for social housing support across each housing authority, includ-
ing the number of qualified households whose housing need arose from homelessness.  The 
full results of the 2016 Summary are available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_hous-
ing_assessments_2016.pdf.

Homelessness is a complex phenomenon which is usually the result of a number of inter-re-
lated issues, often including complex personal problems, mental health, addiction, relationship 
breakdown, family issues, domestic violence, financial loss, economic insecurity, rent arrears, 
tenancy issues, anti-social behaviour, the vulnerability of migrants, etc.  The myriad of issues 
contributing to homelessness mean that it is of limited value to attempt to classify incidence 
of homeless presentation to a single causative factor.  It is generally accepted that the supply 
shortage across the housing sector, which in turn is a result of the economic collapse and the 
associated contraction in the construction sector, has been a driving force behind the increased 
number of families and individuals presenting as homeless in recent times.

Recent housing authority analysis into reasons for homeless presentations by families iden-
tifies two broad categories: departure from private rented accommodation, primarily following 
receipt of a ‘notice to quit’, and family circumstances which includes both relationship break-
down and overcrowding.  As noted, it is overly simplistic to classify presentation by a single 
causative factor and it is likely in many cases that underlying reasons overlap.  This analysis 
corresponds with recent independent surveys carried out by homeless service providers. 

Housing Data

02/05/2017WRX01000455. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason his Department does not use data on compliance certification from 
the building control management system to count annual completions of new build housing 
units, rather than or in addition to connections to ESB supply. [19602/17]

02/05/2017WRX01100456. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will make the building control management system database on compli-
ance certification public in order to allow persons to corroborate the statistics published by his 
Department on new build completions.  [19603/17]

02/05/2017WRX01200476. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason for the difference between the house completion figures provided by 
his Department and the figures from the building control management system provided by the 
Local Government Management Agency as outlined in a table (details supplied). [20100/17]

02/05/2017WRX01300477. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will change the way he presents the house construction figures mak-
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ing clear the difference between new build completions and existing builds returned to active 
housing stock. [20101/17]

02/05/2017WRX01400478. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will publish the building control management system house completion 
figures for each year that the system has been in place. [20102/17]

02/05/2017WRX01500479. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he is satisfied that the house completion figures published by his Department 
are a true record of the actual number of new homes being built. [20103/17]

02/05/2017WRX01600480. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on the criticism of his Department’s house completion figures by 
persons (details supplied). [20104/17]

02/05/2017WRX01700492. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his views on the building control management system construction sta-
tistics which report that just 2,076 new homes were constructed in 2016; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20339/17]

02/05/2017WRX01800493. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the measurement of new home construction his Department will rely 
on in 2017 in view of the disparity between the building control management system figures of 
2,076 new homes being constructed in 2016 and his Department’s estimate of 15,000 plus new 
homes in 2016 based on connections to ESB networks; if his Department is examining new 
methodologies to accurately estimate the level of new homes being constructed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20340/17]

02/05/2017WRX01900494. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he stands by his earlier estimates to Dáil Éireann that over 15,000 new 
homes were built in 2016 and that over 18,000 new homes will be built in 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20341/17]

02/05/2017WRX02000502. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason for the discrepancy between the figures used by the Local Gov-
ernment Management Agency and his Department in relation to the number of homes built in 
2016; the basis for the figures used by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20642/17]

02/05/2017WRX02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 455, 456, 476 to 480, inclusive, 492 to 494, inclu-
sive, and 502 together.

The recording and reporting of statistics on housing activity is a complex matter that involves 
tracking a range of different indicators – including planning permissions, commencement no-
tices, ESB connections and several others - from various sources, each of which measure differ-
ent aspects of housing market activity.  Each dataset presents part of the overall housing activity 
picture but none of the datasets were specifically designed to count new houses.

Since the 1970s, my  Department has published ESB data on residential properties con-
nected to the ESB grid, as a proxy for house completions, as it represents the best available 
indicator that a residential unit is becoming available for occupation.  This dataset includes 
recently completed once-off homes, multi-unit scheme developments and apartments as well as 
some reconnections to the grid, where properties that have been unoccupied for over two years 
are being brought back into use.  
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ESB data are collected at a point in time when the home is connected to the grid and bears 
no relationship to the period of its construction.  My Department has regularly drawn atten-
tion to this fact in the context of the recent economic and construction collapse where many 
homes commenced before 2008 but remained unfinished for several years and have gradually 
been finished out and brought to the marketplace as recovery took hold.  Indeed, for a number 
of years my Department has published the results of annual surveys undertaken in relation to 
unfinished housing developments, including details in relation to the progress on completion of 
such developments.

In this context the Department has published data indicating that, based on ESB connec-
tions, 12,666 homes became available in 2015, 14,932 homes in 2016 and, based on current 
trends, it is anticipated that this figure will rise to 18,000 homes in 2017.  The Department is 
working closely with the ESB in an attempt to obtain additional, more granular data from its 
dataset to get a further and deeper understanding of the various components of the overall con-
nection data. 

It is important to note that the ESB figures are by no means the only dataset used to measure 
housing activity.  For example, detailed information on residential construction activity is avail-
able from certain local authorities - at the end of 2016, the four Dublin local authorities reported 
144 active construction sites, encompassing the construction of some 5,200 new dwellings.  
This is a really important source of information in terms of informing policies aimed at increas-
ing supply in the key Dublin housing market.  

In relation to the Building Control Management System (BCMS), it is important to note that 
the BCMS was introduced with effect from 1 March 2014 to facilitate building control authori-
ties, building owners, builders and construction professionals in discharging their responsibili-
ties under the Building Control Act 1990, as amended.  The building control process includes a 
requirement, in certain circumstances, to lodge a statutory Certificate of Compliance on Com-
pletion (CCC) in respect of buildings, including dwellings.  While this represents another use-
ful source of data on residential completions, it also has a number of limitations in this regard.  
Firstly, CCCs apply only to works commenced on or after 1 March 2014 and so would not apply 
to homes completed at a current date which were subject to a commencement notice submitted 
prior to 1 March 2014.  Secondly, one-off houses were given the facility to opt out of the statu-
tory CCC process on and from 1st September 2015, so not all single homes constructed will 
appear in these returns.  Finally, a CCC may cover multiple buildings or works, so the number 
of CCCs registered on the BCMS does not correlate to the number of building units completed.  
My Department is actively engaging with the Local Government Management Agency, which 
hosts the BCMS, with a view to developing its potential further as an additional source of data 
in relation to house building activity.   

The Central Statistics Office, which is the State’s authoritative voice in relation to the pro-
vision of high quality and independent statistical information supporting evidence-based deci-
sion-making, established an independent group in January 2017, chaired by an Assistant Direc-
tor General, to examine housing statistics and my Department is a member of that group.  This 
group is considering the best analytical approaches to reconciling and combining datasets in 
this area and will have oversight of, and a direct involvement in, the examination of any output 
arising from the variety of analyses currently underway.    

My Department has also established a new Housing Data Analytics Group, with member-
ship from the CSO, Central Bank, local authorities and others to examine this complex area and 
to monitor and review the various sources of data collected nationally to provide a comprehen-
sive and coherent suite of statistics relating to housing matters.
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Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

02/05/2017WRX02200457. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if funding from LIHAF may be available to progress a second bridge over 
the River Liffey in Celbridge and provide some of the required infrastructure to allow the mag-
nitude of new housing provided for in the context of the Celbridge local area plan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19654/17]

02/05/2017WRX02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The aim of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is to relieve 
critical infrastructural blockages in order to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key 
development sites in urban areas with high demand for housing.  

A call for proposals was issued to all local authorities in August 2016.  It was open to all 
local authorities to apply for funding towards the capital cost of public infrastructure, which, 
when provided, would secure the early delivery of additional housing at considerable scale and 
at more affordable price points, with developments in excess of 500 units in the Dublin area, or 
in excess of 200 units in areas outside Dublin. 

21 local authorities submitted a total of 74 proposals in October 2016.  Kildare County 
Council submitted 7 proposals in respect of Naas, Kildare, Maynooth, Newbridge, Celbridge, 
Leixlip and Sallins.  On 28 March 2017, I announced funding for 34 projects under LIHAF.  
The cost of these projects is €226.46 million, of which €169.65 million will be funded by the 
Exchequer, with local authorities funding the remaining €56.81 million.  These public infra-
structure projects will be key to the delivery of 23,000 housing units over the next four years, 
with a longer term projection of up to 70,000 units as the selected sites are fully built out.  

Kildare County Council has received approval for the proposals at Maynooth, Naas and Sal-
lins.  The total cost of these projects is €21.43 million, of which €16.07 million will be funded 
by my Department with Kildare County Council providing the balance of €5.36 million.  These 
projects are expected to deliver 1,850 housing units by 2021 and have the potential to provide 
4,850 housing units in the longer term, with a strong focus on affordability.   

I am seeking additional funding for LIHAF under the  Mid-term Review of the Capital Plan 
2016-2021, but it will be a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, to consider in the context of other demands for the capital funds available.  In the event 
that more funds are secured, local authorities will be able to resubmit proposals, including in 
relation to Celbridge, that did not receive funding or to advance other new proposals that would 
meet LIHAF objectives.

Pension Provisions

02/05/2017WRX02400458. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will address pension concerns with regard to fire fighters (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19655/17]

02/05/2017WRX02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The retirement age for retained fire fighters is 55 but may be extended to age 58 
subject to medical fitness requirements.  In 2008, retained fire fighters were given the option 
of joining the Local Government Superannuation Scheme (LGSS) and receive a pension and 
retirement lump sum based on their pensionable remuneration and length of service.  Where 
a retained fire fighter, who is a member of the Scheme, retires on their compulsory retirement 
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age, the lump sum and LGSS part of their pension are immediately payable.  Any social welfare 
element of their pension will be payable at State pension age.  Retained fire fighters attendance 
is part-time on a “fire call out” basis and many of the fire fighters are employed separately on a 
whole-time basis in other employments, some are self-employed and others are whole-time lo-
cal authority employees.  These employees can of course continue in their working lives outside 
of the retained fire services.

Only a very small percentage of retained fire fighters chose to join the LGSS in 2008.  Those 
retained fire fighters who opted not to join will not receive a pension.  On retirement, a non-
pensionable gratuity of 1/8th of the annual retainer multiplied by the number of years of actual 
service (up to a maximum of four times the annual retainer) is payable to this group. 

All retained fire fighters appointed after 1 January 2013 must join the Single Public Service 
Pension Scheme and are subject to the rules of that Scheme at retirement.  This Scheme is the 
responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

Public Procurement Regulations

02/05/2017WRX02600459. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the procurement rules for the tendering process for services such as drain 
cleaners; the reason local contractors find themselves excluded from this process yet they are 
the ones who deliver on the tender as sub-contractors to the winning tender; if the procurement 
process will include a positive weighting system which acknowledges local knowledge and ex-
pertise, track record and previous work with local authority water sections; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [19664/17]

02/05/2017WRX02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of wa-
ter services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.  Contracts 
entered into by Irish Water are a matter for the utility and I have no function in the matter. 

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

Irish Water

02/05/2017WRX02800460. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the rationale used by Irish Water to set connection fees for water and sewage 
in the case of new builds for both domestic and commercial buildings; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19665/17]

02/05/2017WRX02900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water ser-
vices.  Connection fees are a matter for the utility and the Commission for Energy Regulation 
(CER).  I have no function in the matter.

Section 22(5) of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that a water charges plan 
may provide for charges in respect of the provision of a service connection (within the meaning 
of the Water Services Act 2007) to, or in respect of, a premises.  Since assuming responsibility 
for water and wastewater connection charging on 1 January 2014, Irish Water has continued to 
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implement the connection charging policies and related charges applied by each local authority 
prior to that date. 

I understand that the CER has commenced work on a project in relation to Irish Water’s 
connection charging policy and that it expects to commence the public consultation later this 
year on the development of an enduring policy for domestic and non-domestic connections to 
Irish Water’s network.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

Homelessness Strategy

02/05/2017WRX03000461. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on claims by the chief executive of a charity (details supplied) that 
Brexit will have a major effect on homelessness here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19692/17]

02/05/2017WRX03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The issue of rough sleeping, which the organisation concerned primarily focuses 
on, is monitored closely by housing authorities countrywide but particularly in Dublin where 
a twice-yearly rough sleeper count is conducted through the Dublin Region Homeless Execu-
tive (DRHE) using a consistent enumeration methodology.   The latest Dublin Region rough 
sleeper count was conducted on the night of 4 April 2017 and the results were published by the 
DRHE on 25 April, following verification and analysis.  The count identified a minimum of 
138 persons sleeping rough across the Dublin Region, a figure very similar to the 142 identified 
under the previous count which was conducted in November 2016.  There was no meaningful 
difference with regard to the volume of non-Irish nationals identified over the two counts; if 
anything, the number of non-Irish national rough sleepers would appear to have declined since 
November 2016.  I have not seen any analysis to support the suggestion by the organisation 
concerned that ‘Brexit’ will have a major effect on homelessness in Ireland. 

Private Rented Accommodation

02/05/2017WRX03200462. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his plans to increase the number of landlords which accept HAP tenancies; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19697/17]

02/05/2017WRX03300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing sup-
port that is now available to all eligible households throughout the State.  There are currently 
more more than 20,700 households in receipt of HAP, including 7,000 households that were 
previously supported by Rent Supplement.  In excess of 15,000 separate agents and landlords 
are involved in providing that support. 

To date in 2017, an average of 315 additional households a week are having their housing 
need met by finding private rental accommodation and landlords willing to enter into a ten-
ancy agreement on the basis of HAP support.  In order to provide access to information on the 
scheme to interested parties, a new HAP website, www.hap.ie, was recently launched and pro-
vides prospective HAP tenants and landlords with the information that they need to understand 



Questions - Written Answers

390

how the HAP scheme works.  Local authorities are also promoting the scheme to landlords who 
might be interested in entering into a HAP tenancy.

My Department continues to keep the operation of the  scheme under review.  In general, 
I am satisfied with the operation of the HAP scheme and I consider it to be a key vehicle for 
meeting housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme outlined under the Rebuilding 
Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness. 

  Question No. 463 answered with Question No. 439.

Pension Provisions

02/05/2017WRX03600464. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the process available to fire fighter representative organisations that wish to 
have the mandatory retirement age of 58 years lengthened to 60 years on a discretionary basis 
subject to health and fitness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19817/17]

02/05/2017WRX03700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): International research indicates that the retirement age of 55 is the optimum age to 
ensure that fire-fighters are capable of satisfactorily performing the tasks expected of them.  The 
retirement age of 55 years of age was introduced because of health and safety considerations 
related to the job.  Since the enactment of the Health, Safety and Welfare at Work Act 1989, 
underpinned by subsequent legislation, each fire authority, as an employer, has a statutory duty 
to avoid placing employees at risk.

A full time firefighter is statutorily required to retire at age 55 under the Public Service Su-
perannuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004.  This retirement age is set at 55 due to the 
physically demanding nature of the fire-fighter role. 

The retirement age for retained fire fighters is 55 with an extended period to age 58 subject 
to a formal application process including a compulsory medical assessment. 

A collective agreement was reached between the Local Government Management Services 
Board and the trade unions involved (SIPTU and ATGWU) in November 2002.  This collective 
agreement provided, inter alia, for the appointment of an Expert Group which in turn would ad-
vise as to the retirement age for retained firefighters.  The Expert Group’s Report on Retirement 
Age recommended that the retirement age for retained firefighters remain at 55, with provision 
for an annual extension, subject to medical assessment, up to 58 year of age.  Following the 
report of the Expert Group published in April 2003, a circular was issued by my Department in 
November 2003 setting out the age requirements in relation to retained firefighters in line with 
the Expert Report.

In general, any changes proposed by either management or unions are negotiated using the 
established Industrial Relations processes. 

Rental Accommodation Scheme

02/05/2017WRX03800465. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the way in which the affordable rental scheme will function; if the afford-
able rental pilot scheme which was announced in October 2015 was completed; if so, if he will 
provide a report on same; the likely breakdown between private and commercial landlords he 
envisions; his plans to place a limit on the number of either group involved; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [19839/17]

02/05/2017WRX03900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Building on the announcement made in October 2015, Action 4.6 of the Rebuilding 
Ireland Action Plan provided for the introduction of an affordable rental scheme to enhance 
the capacity of the private rented sector to provide quality and affordable accommodation for 
households currently paying a disproportionate amount of disposable income on rent.

As set out in the Strategy for the Rental Sector published in December 2016, the commit-
ment on affordable rental is now to be progressed through kick-starting supply in rent pressure 
zones.  Lands held by local authorities in rent pressure zones are to be brought to market on a 
competitive tendering basis, with a view to leveraging the value of the land to deliver the opti-
mum number of units for rent, targeting middle income households, in mixed tenure develop-
ments.  The cost of providing rental units is to be permanently reduced by lowering the initial 
investment and development costs for providers - AHB or private - allowing the rental units to 
be made available at below market prices without the need for ongoing rental subsidies.

In this regard, an important policy intervention in the delivery of new housing supply un-
der Pillar 3 of Rebuilding Ireland is the development of State-owned lands for mixed-tenure 
housing, particularly in the major urban areas, where demand is greatest.  On 27 April 2017, I 
published details of some 2,000 hectares of land in public ownership, which has the potential 
to deliver up to 50,000 homes nationally.  Full details of these sites can be accessed on the 
Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

I have asked all local authorities to be innovative and proactive in developing these sites.  
The final model for each site will be the subject of careful consideration by the local author-
ity concerned, the elected members included, who are best placed to know and provide for the 
housing need in their area.  Indeed, the Dublin local authorities are well advanced in bringing 
large-scale sites forward for mixed tenure housing, with projects advertised that can deliver 
circa 3,000 mixed-tenure homes in the Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council 
areas alone.  

Question No. 466 answered with Question No. 445.

Architects Register

02/05/2017WRX04100467. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans to make changes to the Building Control Act; if he is considering a 
proposal received by a body (details supplied) in this regard; when decisions will be made fol-
lowing consideration of the proposals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19848/17]

02/05/2017WRX04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): Part 3 of the Building Control Act 2007 introduced a 
system of statutory registration for architects and restricted use of the title architect to persons 
who are registered architects.  Section 22 of the Act makes specific provision for registration 
based on technical assessment of persons who had been independently performing duties com-
mensurate with those of an architect for a period of 10 or more years in the State prior to the 
commencement of the Act. 

In addition to the provision set out above, Section 14(2)(f) of the Act provides a permanent 
route to registration for practically trained persons who have 7 years appropriate practical ex-
perience and who have passed a prescribed register admission examination (PRAE).  There is 



Questions - Written Answers

392

currently one PRAE available, provided by ARAE Ltd. 

I have met with representatives of the organisation referred to on a number of occasions, as 
part of my efforts to resolve any issues arising in a manner which is acceptable to all parties.  
The most recent meeting took place on 13 April 2017.  My Department and the RIAI, as regis-
tration body, are committed to continuing to work with the organisation in question and all other 
stakeholders to achieve whatever further reasonable and practical improvements in registration 
arrangements can be made. 

Question No. 468 answered with Question No. 424.

Housing Issues

02/05/2017WRX04400469. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the estimated impact of a hard Brexit on purchasing and-or renting a 
house in the greater Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19895/17]

02/05/2017WRX04500470. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will conduct a strategic review of the measures needed to meet 
Brexit demand on housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19896/17]

02/05/2017WRX04600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 469 and 470 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government has adopted a whole-of-Government ap-
proach to the challenges and opportunities posed by Brexit led by the Cabinet Committee on 
Brexit which is chaired by An Taoiseach.  In all negotiations, the Government will strive to 
ensure that the best possible outcomes will be achieved for our citizens, for the economy, for 
Northern Ireland and for the Common Travel Area. 

While the specific impact of Brexit will be determined by the nature of the new relationship 
between the EU and the UK, the extent that this will affect demand for housing units is subject 
to some uncertainty, given the range of variables involved.  However, my priority, as Minister 
with responsibility for housing and planning, is to ensure that all reasonable steps are being 
taken to secure the required increase in housing supply to at least 25,000 homes per annum by 
2021. 

In that regard, the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness contains 
a suite of responses to address the many interacting structural constraints that have hindered 
increased supply to date.  Under the Plan, a range of actions, such as planning reforms, invest-
ment in infrastructure, and land supply initiatives, is being implemented to make residential 
property delivery viable at a far greater scale and at more generally affordable prices and rents.  
A copy of Rebuilding Ireland and reports on progress to date under the Plan can be accessed at 
the following link http://rebuildingireland.ie/.

With regard to ensuring sufficient supply in Dublin, my Department works closely with the 
four Dublin local authorities, through the governance arrangements under Rebuilding Ireland 
and, more specifically, through the Dublin Housing Supply Coordination Task Force which was 
established to address supply-related issues to the delivery of homes in the Dublin region.  The 
Task Force comprises representatives from my Department, the Chief Executives of the four 
Dublin local authorities, NAMA, and other agencies.  Its remit includes monitoring relevant 
housing data on the supply of viable and market-ready approved developments in the region.
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In that regard, in its report for Quarter 4 2016, the Taskforce reports a total of 144 active 
residential development construction sites across Dublin, which will deliver some 5,200 homes.  
The full report can be accessed on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.
housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/housing_supply_coordination_task_force_
returns_q4_2016.pdf. 

Furthermore, under Pillar 3 of Rebuilding Ireland, entitled “Building More Homes”, I have 
identified 23 Major Urban Housing Development Sites (MUHDS) with the potential to deliver 
up to 30,000 additional homes, 20,000 of which will be in Dublin, on existing zoned lands and 
close to the key areas of demand, over the next three to four years.  These sites will be high-
lighted as exemplars for the co-ordination and delivery of plan-led housing development and 
active land management.  Full details of these sites can be accessed at the following link: http://
www.rebuildingireland.ie/RebuildingIreland-Pillar3PressRelease.pdf.

In addition, to relieve critical infrastructural blockages, to enable the accelerated delivery 
of housing on these and other key sites, I established the Local Infrastructure Housing Activa-
tion Fund (LIHAF).  On 28 March 2017, I announced funding for 34 projects under the LIHAF.  
The cost of these projects is €226.46 million, €112.72 million of which has been allocated to 12 
projects across the 4 Dublin local authorities.  These projects are expected to enable delivery 
of approximately 13,500 homes in Dublin by 2021, with the potential to provide around 37,500 
homes in the longer term, with a strong focus on affordability.  The overall increase in supply 
should also help ease the pressure on rented accommodation.  Further details in relation to these 
LIHAF projects can be found at http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/local-infrastructure-housing-
activation-fund-announced/.

Separately, the NTMA and ISIF are currently exploring opportunities to support the delivery 
of housing-related on-site enabling infrastructure in large-scale priority development areas with 
a view to kick starting the development process.

In addition, an important policy intervention in the delivery of new housing supply under 
Pillar 3 of Rebuilding Ireland is the development of State-owned lands for mixed-tenure hous-
ing, particularly in the major urban areas, where demand is greatest.  Last week, I published 
details of some 2,000 hectares of land in public ownership, which has the potential to deliver 
up to 50,000 homes nationally.  Some 350 hectares of this land is located in the Dublin region.  
Full details of these sites can be accessed on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map at the 
following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

I have asked all local authorities to be innovative and proactive in developing these sites.  
The final model for each site will be the subject of careful consideration by the local author-
ity concerned, the elected members included, who are best placed to know and provide for the 
housing need in their area.  Indeed, the Dublin local authorities are well advanced in bring-
ing large-scale sites forward for mixed tenure housing, with projects advertised that can de-
liver around 3,000 mixed tenure homes in the Dublin City Council and South Dublin County 
Council areas alone.  

The Government is focused on ensuring that the unique circumstances of Ireland and its 
particular concerns arising from Brexit continue to be understood and addressed.  A Brexit co-
ordinator has been appointed in my Department to support the management of any impacts of 
Brexit on the business of my Department and to liaise with the Departments of An Taoiseach 
and Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

I continue to work with all stakeholders and delivery agents to build on the progress achieved 
to date under the Rebuilding Ireland programme, to further accelerate output in order to achieve 
moderated rents and house prices, and will continue to keep the potential housing-related im-
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pacts of Brexit under ongoing review according as the Brexit negotiations progress over the 
next 2 years.

02/05/2017WRY00250Local Authority Housing Funding

02/05/2017WRY00400471. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the criteria used to allocate funding to local authorities for housing; the al-
locations to each local authority in 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19923/17]

02/05/2017WRY00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Funding is provided to local authorities under my Department’s Social Housing 
Capital Investment programme, to deliver additional social housing stock through new con-
struction projects and through the acquisition of new and previously owned houses/apartments.  
Arising from the Social Housing Strategy, targets and provisional funding allocations were 
notified to each local authority from 2015 out to end-2017.  These targets are available on 
my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/housing/social-housing/
minsters-kelly-coffey-announce-eu15-billion-social-housing-targets-local.  Now, with the in-
creased national targets under Rebuilding Ireland, increased targets beyond 2017 will be set for 
all local authorities.  These will be based on the results of the most recent statutory Summary 
of Social Housing Assessments, published in late 2016, so that delivery and resources can be 
aligned with the up-to-date priority housing needs locally.  I anticipate these new targets for 
individual local authorities will be finalised later in Q2 2017.

In relation to the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP), this is now available to all eligible 
households throughout the State.  HAP is a flexible and immediate housing support that al-
lows households to find accommodation suitable to their needs in an area of their choice.  While 
individual allocations are not made to local authorities under the scheme, Budget 2017 has 
increased funding for HAP from a provisional outturn of €57 million in 2016 to an Exchequer 
allocation of €152.7 million in 2017.  This level of support  is currently providing  housing 
support to 20,700 households across all local authority areas, with more than 315 additional 
households being supported by the scheme each week.  Rebuilding Ireland has set a target of 
supporting 15,000 additional households through HAP in 2017.

I have published a comprehensive status list of social housing schemes that are advanc-
ing nationwide, which can be accessed at the following link:  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
social-housing-developments/.  This status report lists the 504 approved social housing con-
struction projects and their locations and contains a range of information relating to their ad-
vancement, including those delivered in 2016 and those progressing through planning, design 
and construction.  Funding is provided to local authorities in line with their advancement of 
projects through construction.  Accordingly, the level of funding that was provided in 2016 and 
to be provided in 2017 to local authorities for their social housing delivery activity is directly 
linked to the scale of delivery they achieve on these projects.  I am keen that these projects are 
advanced as soon as possible and have assured local authorities that funding is in place to sup-
port their activity in this regard.

02/05/2017WRY00550Water Services Funding

02/05/2017WRY00600472. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the criteria used to allocate funding to local authorities for water services; 



2 May 2017

395

the allocation to each local authority in 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19924/17]

02/05/2017WRY00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I presume the Question is referring to allocations to each local authority in 2016 and 
to date in 2017 under my Department’s new Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2016-2018 
which was developed through a working group of key stakeholders involving local authori-
ties, the Water Services Transition Office, Irish Water, the National Federation of Group Water 
Schemes as well as my Department.

Under the new Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2016 - 2018 there are six different 
funding measures as follows:

 - Measure 1 - Environmental and public health compliance (group water sector): The mea-
sure is aimed at improving water quality in existing Group Water Schemes so that they can 
achieve compliance with the parameters of the Drinking Water Regulations, 2014.

- Measure 2 - Enhancement of existing schemes (group water sector): This measure sup-
ports projects to make Group Water Schemes more efficient in their operation (e.g. water con-
servation, network upgrades and source protection).

- Measure 3 - Rural development (group water sector): This measure supports social and 
economic development in rural towns and villages and their hinterlands by providing new group 
water schemes where public water supply schemes or private wells are not an option.

- Measure 4 – Transition of group schemes to Public Water and Waste Water Sector (Irish 
Water): This measure enables group water and sewerage schemes, where they wish to do so and 
with agreement of Irish Water, transition to the public water and waste water sector.

- Measure 5 - Innovation and Research: This measure is aimed at issues in the rural water 
sector which, given the major transition of water services in Ireland, require new and innovative 
approaches.

- Measure 6 - Individual wells and on-site wastewater treatment systems (septic tanks): This 
measure is aimed at allowing householders that are dependent on these services to obtain fund-
ing support for their improvement.

While 2016 marked the first year in transitioning to a new multi-annual funding frame-
work, the new programme also marks a move to scheme/project specific allocations, rather 
than reliance on block grants, the object of which is to provide enhanced funding certainty for 
priority investment needs in the rural water sector.

An Expert Panel was convened by my Department to examine the 2016 bids from local au-
thorities under a number of the programme’s measures, namely, Measure 1 (in respect of some 
sub-measures only) and Measures 3, 4 and 5.  The Panel prepared a report on its consideration 
of the bids received under these measures.  My Department accepted the recommendations of 
the Panel in full in making funding allocations in 2016 to local authorities.  A copy of the Pan-
el’s report which includes the evaluation criteria used to recommend schemes/projects under 
the programme for these measures, is available on my Department’s website at:  

http://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-services/rural-water-programme/group-water-
schemes-and-rural-water-issues.

Funding to local authorities under Measure 1 (excluding sub-measures examined by the 
Panel) and Measure 2 were a block grant, as in previous years, with the amounts based on a 
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combination of factors, in particular the bid amount, and the extent of, and issues with, group 
water schemes in the authority area.

There are no specific allocations for funding under Measure 6 as it is demand-led.

The following table sets out the allocations to each county in 2016 under the programme.

Local Authority Amount allocated in 2016
Carlow €53,000
Cavan €363,500
Clare €410,100
Cork €434,000
Donegal €390,100
Galway €2,617,040
Kerry €692,550
Kildare €86,000
Kilkenny €269,000
Laois €387,250
Leitrim €238,675
Limerick €595,100
Longford €60,000
Louth €235,075
Mayo €5,678,800
Meath €208,000
Monaghan €404,710
Offaly €204,150
Roscommon €608,000
Sligo €191,650
Tipperary €308,165
Waterford €50,000
Westmeath €25,400
Wexford €206,015
Wicklow €154,000
Total €14,870,280
Local authorities will be shortly invited to submit bids under the programme for 2017 fol-

lowing which funding allocations will be made.

02/05/2017WRY00750Local Authority Funding

02/05/2017WRY00800473. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he is considering revising the way local authorities are funded in view of the 
fact that there appears to be an imbalance in the way smaller councils are funded; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19927/17]

02/05/2017WRY00900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The funding system that applies to local authorities is a complex one, as authorities 
derive their income from a variety of sources including commercial rates, charges for goods and 
services and funding from Central Government. 
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The monetary amount of each income source to local authorities in the years 2010 - 2015 is 
set out in Table 1 while Table 2 sets out each revenue income source as a proportion of the total.  
Table 3 sets out the total capital income over the same period.

Table 1.

Revenue 
Income 
sources

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Goods & 
Services

€1.52bn €1.482bn €1.352bn €1.38bn €1.394bn €1.304bn

Commer-
cial rates

€1.43bn €1.449bn €1.497bn €1.494bn €1.5bn €1.496bn

Income 
from local 
sources

€2.95bn €2.931bn €2.849bn €2.874bn €2.894bn €2.8bn

Grants & 
subsidies

€1.225bn €1.195bn €939m €850m €871m €878m

Other in-
come*

€923m €865m €791m €794m €355m €386m

Income 
from exter-
nal sources

€2.148bn €2.06bn €1.73bn €1.644bn €1.226bn €1.264bn

Total In-
come

€5.098bn €4.991bn €4.579bn €4.518bn €4.12bn €4.064bn

Table 2.

Revenue 
Income 
sources

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Goods & 
Services

30% 30% 30% 31% 34% 32%

Commer-
cial rates

28% 29% 33% 33% 36% 37%

Income 
from local 
sources

58% 59% 63% 64% 70% 69%

Grants & 
subsidies

24% 24% 20% 19% 21% 22%

Other in-
come*

18% 17% 17% 17% 9% 9%

*Other income includes: the General Purpose Grants (GPG) which were paid to local au-
thorities until 2014; Local Property Tax (LPT) allocations which commenced in 2015 and re-
placed GPGs; the County Charge which ceased in 2014 when local authorities and the former 
town councils merged; and Pension Related Deductions which local authorities retained as 
income from 2009 to 2015.

Table 3.
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Capital 
Income

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

€2.898bn €2.516bn €1.805bn €1.396bn €1.154bn €1.311bn
Central Government funding of local authorities similarly presents a complex picture, with 

transfers, both current and capital, coming from a wide range of Departments and Offices, not 
solely from my Department, for a variety of purposes.  Some streams of funding are delivered 
directly from funding departments to local authorities, while others are routed through depart-
mental agencies. 

The Comptroller and Auditor General reports on the Central Government funding of local 
authorities as part of his Annual Report.  This report provides an overview of the funds flowing 
from and through central government sources to local authorities and the purposes for which 
funds have been provided.  The latest report, for 2015, is available at the following link: 

 http://www.audgen.gov.ie/viewdoc.aspfn=/documents/annualreports/2015/Report/En/
Chapter4.pdf.

I am satisfied that the current funding model is enabling local authorities to meet an appro-
priate level of service provision across the State, from the most rural and sparsely populated to 
the large urban centres.  As local authorities vary significantly from one another in terms of size, 
population, public service demands, infrastructure and income sources, my Department does 
keep the funding system under constant review and works with all local authorities to ensure 
the local government sector can meet existing and emerging challenges. 

02/05/2017WRY00950Local Authority Boundaries Review

02/05/2017WRY01000474. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the way in which the administrative structure to oversee the strategic 
development of parts of south Kilkenny and Waterford will function if all of the stakeholders 
including the general public will be consulted on the make-up and function of such a structure 
or authority; if public representatives will be involved; if the rates base for County Kilkenny 
will be affected; his plans to redirect funding sources such as rates from County Kilkenny to 
County Waterford or to the new authority; if legislation will be required to accommodate the 
envisioned changes; if the county boundary debate is now settled; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19944/17]

02/05/2017WRY01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I will address all relevant issues arising from the boundary report on Waterford, and 
from other recent and forthcoming reports on local government arrangements, as part of an 
overall report on local government matters which I will be submitting to Government and the 
Oireachtas pursuant to the Programme for Partnership Government. 

Work on the preparation of the report to Government and the Oireachtas is continuing and I 
expect it to be completed in mid-2017.

02/05/2017WRY01150Credit Union Lending

02/05/2017WRY01200475. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will engage with the Irish League of Credit Unions to explore the possibil-
ity of a joint financial venture between his Department and the league to provide social housing 
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that will offer an investment return to the credit unions and provide much needed housing units 
to local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20069/17]

02/05/2017WRY01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The agreed Programme for a Partnership Government recognises the potential role 
that credit unions can play in housing finance and supports the efforts of the Registrar of Credit 
Unions at the Central Bank to gradually lift current lending restrictions as appropriate, includ-
ing for housing.  The Programme further provides for consideration, with all stakeholders, as 
to how credit unions can support the delivery of social housing.

The Irish League of Credit Unions (ILCU) has set out a proposed means by which funding 
could be provided by credit unions to Approved Housing Bodies for the development of social 
housing.  My Department and the Department of Finance have met with the ILCU on a number 
of occasions to examine how credit unions can assist in the area of financing social housing 
delivery.

Conscious of the independence of the Central Bank in its regulatory role in respect of credit 
unions, bilateral engagement has taken place between my Department and the Department of 
Finance to consider the potential regulatory and legislative implications of credit union involve-
ment in the social housing sector.  My Department and the Department of Finance have met 
with the Central Bank to provide information of a technical nature in relation to social housing 
funding arrangements.  This was with a view to assisting the Central Bank in understanding 
how these arrangements operate, as it deals with issues arising from proposals put forward for 
credit union investment in social housing.

Ultimately, the funding mechanisms required will have to be put in place in the first instance 
by the ILCU, with the support of their members and with the agreement of the Central Bank.  
My Department will continue to contribute to this process by providing necessary technical 
advice and support.

I acknowledge the willingness of credit unions to actively seek a role in financing the de-
livery of social housing.  The potential scope for credit union involvement is being examined 
in developing the proposed new mortgage to rent pilot scheme arising from the review of the 
existing scheme published in February 2017.  My colleague Minister of State English, and my 
Department, have met with credit union representatives to consult on the potential for their in-
volvement in the proposed pilot scheme.

Question No. 476 to 480, inclusive, answered with Question No. 455. 

02/05/2017WRY01450Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRY01500481. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of persons on the housing list in County Kerry; the number 
of persons on the housing list in each of the four municipal areas in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20105/17]

02/05/2017WRY01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each 
housing authority area are provided in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments.  
The most recent figures available are the results of the 2016 Summary which can be accessed 
on my Department’s website at the following link:

  http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_hous-



Questions - Written Answers

400

ing_assessments_2016.pdf.   

The 2016 results show that there were 3,897 households on Kerry County Council’s record 
of qualified households as at 21 September 2016.  The results do not provide a breakdown of 
the numbers for individual areas within the Council’s administrative area and my Department 
does not hold such detailed data.

02/05/2017WRY01650Irish Water Funding

02/05/2017WRY01700482. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the cost to the State of Irish Water since its establishment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20106/17]

02/05/2017WRY01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): State funding provided to Irish Water since its establishment in 2014 has been in the 
form of operating subvention, capital contribution and replacement revenue as follows:

State Funding of   
Irish Water

2014 €m 2015€m 2016€m

Operating Subven-
tion

439 399 479

Capital Contribution 239 222 184
Replacement Rev-
enue  (in lieu of 
the suspension of 
domestic water 
charges)

- - 123

Working Capital 
Loan (converted to 
subvention in light 
of the   suspension 
of domestic water 
charges)

- - 50

Total 678 621 836
In addition to the above, a grant of €0.57m was provided to Irish Water in 2013 to fund the 

cost of a pilot study in relation to Phase 2 of the Water Metering Programme which was targeted 
at metering those properties that were not meterable in the Phase 1 Programme.

Separately, loan finance has been provided to Irish Water by the National Pension Reserve 
Fund/Irish Strategic Investment Fund.  

02/05/2017WRZ00200Repair and Leasing Scheme

02/05/2017WRZ00300483. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the amount allocated to each county to date in 2017 under the repair and 
leasing scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20112/17]

02/05/2017WRZ00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) has been developed to assist private proper-
ty owners and local authorities or Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) to harness the accommo-
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dation potential that exists in certain vacant properties across Ireland.  The scheme is targeted 
at owners of vacant properties who cannot afford or access the funding needed to bring their 
properties up to the required standard for rental property.

Subject to the suitability of the property for social housing, and the agreement of the prop-
erty owner, the cost of the necessary repairs will be met upfront by the local authority or an 
AHB.  This allows for the property owner to sign-up to a lease arrangement for a length that is 
linked to the value of the repairs, subject to a minimum period of 10 years.  The value of the 
repairs will then be offset incrementally against the agreed rental payment over a defined period 
within the lease.  Following on from the success of the initial RLS pilot in Waterford and Car-
low local authorities, the pilot was expanded on a national basis from 23 February 2017 and is 
now available in all local authorities.

In recognition of both the critical demand for units and the potential the RLS has to of-
fer, I assigned an additional €26m to fund the scheme in 2017, which brings the total amount 
available this year to €32m.  This additional investment in 2017 means that delivery under the 
scheme can be accelerated and up to 800 vacant properties can be brought back into use as new 
homes for families on local authority waiting lists this year.

Local authorities are best placed to determine the availability of potential units in their local 
areas.  Therefore, funding to support the RLS will be provided based on proposals submitted by 
local authorities to my Department rather than by individual allocation to each local authority.  
Local authorities have been provided with delegated authority to enter into contractual arrange-
ments in respect of potential units.  My Department will be closely monitoring this activity to 
ensure that the scheme works well; that the funding I have made available is utilised effectively; 
and ultimately, that new social houses are delivered using the scheme in 2017.

02/05/2017WRZ00500Social and Affordable Housing Data

02/05/2017WRZ00600484. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of houses that will be constructed in 2017 in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20137/17]

02/05/2017WRZ00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A substantial pipeline of new social housing construction projects, which are being 
advanced by local authorities and approved housing bodies is now in place.  The progress now 
being made in this area can be seen in the Social Housing Construction Projects Status Report, 
which I published on 20 February 2017.

The report contains a range of information, including projects due to be delivered in 2017 
and those at various stages of advancement through planning, design and construction.  It also 
includes information such as local authority area, project name, approved housing body name 
where applicable, the number of units and the status of each application in terms of its current 
level of advancement.  The report can be accessed at the following link:  http://rebuildingire-
land.ie/news/social-housing-developments/.  Updates to this report will be published on a regu-
lar basis and will be available on the Rebuilding Ireland website http://rebuildingireland.ie/.

I expect that a number of the projects listed for Kerry County Council will be completed in 
2017 and others will commence on site during this year, as well as in subsequent years; the pre-
cise timing for the advancement of each of these projects is a matter for the Council in the first 
instance.  Further project approvals are being added to the published list as they are developed 
by Kerry County Council and the other local authorities.  I am keen that all local authorities ad-



Questions - Written Answers

402

vance their social housing projects as speedily as possible and I have assured them that funding 
is in place to support their activity in this regard.

02/05/2017WRZ00800Control of Dogs

02/05/2017WRZ00900485. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will make available the written submissions made to his Department 
by organisations (details supplied) and other submissions received relative to the consultation 
process relating to the Control of Dogs Regulations 1998; if he will initiate an independent 
review of all existing legislation and regulations relative to the control of dogs and the Act of 
1986; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20163/17]

02/05/2017WRZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government  (Deputy Damien English): I am satisfied that the specific control requirements 
for listed breeds provide a balanced and workable arrangement which recognises the rights of 
dog owners, respects animal welfare to the extent possible, while also taking account of the 
needs of society to be protected from dogs with a significant capability to inflict very serious 
injury, or cause death.

I have no plans to amend the Control of Dogs Acts 1986 to 2010 in respect of these matters.

Given the passage of time since the 1998 Regulations were made, I do not intend to make 
individual written submissions in the matter publically available.

02/05/2017WRZ01100Social and Affordable Housing Data

02/05/2017WRZ01200486. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of housing units bought in County Cork by Cork County Coun-
cil with the intention of using for social housing purposes; the number of units bought in each 
of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the location of each unit; and the cost of each 
unit.  [20275/17]

02/05/2017WRZ01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under  Pillar 2 of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homeless-
ness, my Department is working closely with all local authorities in relation to increasing and 
accelerating the delivery of a range of social housing programmes and supports to respond to 
housing need and meet the needs of homeless people within their areas.

Details of properties purchased by Cork County Council for letting to those on their social 
housing waiting lists are summarised in the table.

Year/Area Number of properties Sum of Cost
Year: 2014 4 €611,030
Ballineen 1 €197,925
Cobh 1 €106,575
Mitchelstown 1 €149,205
Youghal 1 €157,325
Year: 2015 27 €4,461,468
Ballincollig 1 €215,000
Bandon 2 €249,552
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Year/Area Number of properties Sum of Cost
Carrigaline 4 €928,000
Charleville 1 €139,000
Cobh 7 €922,312
Crosshaven 1 €170,000
Glanmire 1 €215,000
Grange 1 €239,000
Grenagh 1 €180,000
Kanturk 1 €172,500
Killeagh 1 €155,000
Little   Island 1 €187,000
Mallow 2 €220,000
Midleton 2 €259,104
Rochestown 1 €210,000
Year: 2016 98 €18,265,500
 Fermoy 1 €225,000
Ballincollig 3 €690,000
Ballinhassig 2 €345,000
Ballyclough 1 €200,000
Bandon 9 €1,716,500
Bantry 1 €165,000
Blarney 1 €250,000
Boherbue 1 €165,000
Carrigaline 4 €804,500
Carrigtwohill 1 €225,000
Castlemartyr   1 €172,000
Castletownshend 1 €155,000
Charleville 2 €235,000
Clonakilty 4 €808,000
Cobh 11 €1,777,500
Douglas 1 €165,000
Drimoleague 2 €293,000
Dromahane 2 €310,000
Fermoy 2 €412,500
Inishmore Park, Cobh 1 €240,000
Kanturk 3 €437,000
Killeagh 1 €210,000
Kinsale 4 €1,025,000
Ladysbridge 1 €170,000
Little Island 2 €460,000
Macroom 1 €210,000
Mallow 9 €1,527,000
Midleton 6 €1,205,000
Millstreet 3 €510,000
Passage West 5 €1,215,000
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Year/Area Number of properties Sum of Cost
Skibbereen 4 €620,000
Whitegate 1 €175,000
Youghal 7 €1,147,500
Year: 2017 to date 24 €6,240,000
Bandon 4 €780,000
Douglas 13 €3,955,000
Fermoy 1 €225,000
Glanmire 1 €240,000
Kanturk 1 €195,000
Mallow 1 €290,000
Millstreet 1 €190,000
Mitchelstown 1 €205,000
Rathcormac 1 €160,000
Total 2014 to date: 153 €29,577,998

02/05/2017WRZ01400Housing Data

02/05/2017WRZ01500487. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he expects to publish a new national vacant housing re-use strategy; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20289/17]

02/05/2017WRZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment  (Deputy Damien English): Pillar 5 of the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland - Action 
Plan for Housing and Homelessness, published in July 2016, is specifically focused on Utilising 
Existing Housing Stock, with a key objective of ensuring that the existing vacant housing stock 
throughout the country and across all forms of tenure, in both the public and private sectors, is 
used to the optimal degree possible.  In this regard, Action 5.1 of Rebuilding Ireland commits 
to the development of a National Vacant Housing Re-Use Strategy, informed by Census 2016 
data, to:

- inform the compilation of a register of vacant units across the country,

- identify the number, location and reasons for longer-term vacancies (i.e. over 6 months) in 
high demand areas, and

- set out a range of actions to bring vacant units back into re-use.

To this end, the Housing Agency, which has lead responsibility for co-ordinating the de-
velopment of the Strategy, established a working group in September 2016, comprising senior 
representatives from my Department, local authorities and from the Housing Agency itself to 
inform the Strategy.  The Working Group is presently concluding its deliberations on recom-
mendations to be incorporated in the Strategy, with a view to facilitating and incentivising the 
greater re-utilisation of vacant properties.  While a short delay arose, as the Group awaited the 
publication of 2016 Census data on housing on 20th April to ensure access to the most up-to-
date and comprehensive data, it is expected that the Strategy will be published later this month.

02/05/2017WRZ01700Social and Affordable Housing Data
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02/05/2017WRZ01800488. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide on a scheme-by-scheme basis, each local authority and 
each approved housing body housing scheme which is currently on site and under construction; 
when each scheme started on site; when each scheme is due to be completed; the number of 
housing units in each scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20290/17]

02/05/2017WRZ01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have published a comprehensive status list of social housing schemes that are ad-
vancing nationwide, which can be accessed at the following link:  http://rebuildingireland.ie/
news/social-housing-developments/.  This status report lists the 504 approved social housing 
construction projects and their locations and contains a range of information relating to their 
advancement, including those delivered in 2016 and those progressing through planning, de-
sign and construction.

These 504 projects, when completed, will deliver circa 8,430 new social houses, some of 
which were completed in 2016, with the others in the pipeline being completed in 2017 and 
subsequent years.  These projects are funded under a range of different initiatives such as lo-
cal authority construction/turnkey developments, rapid delivery, regeneration programmes and 
construction and turnkey developments by Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) under the Capi-
tal Assistance Scheme and the Capital Advance Leasing Facility.  The precise timing for the 
advancement of each of these projects, including completion dates, is a matter for the relevant 
local authorities and AHBs concerned, in the first instance.  However, within the overall 21,000 
social housing solutions targeted for delivery this year, some 4,500 of these will be delivered 
through new builds/acquisitions and a significant proportion of these will involve new construc-
tion.

Further project approvals are being added to the pipeline as they are developed by local 
authorities and AHBs, details of which will be included in the next quarterly report under the 
Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan.  I am keen that all local authorities advance their social housing 
projects as speedily as possible and I have assured them that funding is in place to support their 
activity in this regard.

  Questions Nos. 489 and 490 answered with Question No. 440.

02/05/2017WRZ02100Housing Assistance Payments

02/05/2017WRZ02200491. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he has directed his officials to examine reports that parents in receipt 
of the one-parent family payment and HAP are losing up to €25 per week due to a higher rent 
payment; the number of such instances by county; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20305/17]

02/05/2017WRZ02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The making and amending of rent schemes is the responsibility of housing authori-
ties as an integral part of their housing management functions, subject to broad principles laid 
down by my Department in Circular letter HRT 3/2002 of 6 March 2002.

Rent reviews are also a matter for individual housing authorities.  Guidelines entitled “Rent 
Assessment, Collection, Accounting and Arrears Control” were published by the Housing Unit 
(which subsequently became part of the Housing Agency) in January 2001.  These guidelines, 
developed in conjunction with my Department and the City and County Management Associa-
tion, set out good practice in the administration of rent related matters.  The Guidelines stated 
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that local authorities should review the rent assessment of all existing tenants at least annually 
to ensure that all tenants are paying the correct rent and to update rents to reflect changes in 
tenants’ incomes and in housing management costs.

It will normally be a part of the tenancy agreement that the tenant should inform the local 
authority of any change in circumstances, including increases in family income.  When this is 
done by the tenant, any change in rent that is warranted can be applied promptly.

The above Guidelines also state that arrangements for the repayment of rent arrears should 
be determined primarily by the tenants’ ability to pay.

Section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 allows the Minister to make 
regulations in respect of various matters to be included in a rent scheme.  Considerable work 
has been carried out by my Department in developing a draft framework for a harmonisation of 
the approach to be taken by local authorities in regard to various aspects of rent schemes.  This 
includes providing for a common set of income disregards to be applied by all housing authori-
ties in determining a household’s assessable income for rent calculation purposes.

These proposals are now being examined further in the light of the broader commitment 
given in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, to review the dis-
parate systems of differential rents for social housing in place across local authorities.  The 
overall aim is to ensure that housing supports are fair and sustainable, prioritise those on lowest 
incomes and avoid creating social welfare traps that may prevent people from either returning 
to work or to the private housing market, taking account of the range of approaches to dif-
ferential rents that have become established in different local authority areas.  This review is 
scheduled to be completed before the end of Quarter 2 2017.

  Questions Nos. 492 to 494, inclusive, answered with Question No. 455.

02/05/2017WRZ02500Grant Aid

02/05/2017WRZ02600495. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if assistance is available for persons resident in a housing estate (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20418/17]

02/05/2017WRZ02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government  (Deputy Damien English): In general, building defects are matters for resolu-
tion between the contracting parties involved: the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or 
their respective insurers, structural guarantee or warranty scheme.  In this regard, it is incum-
bent on the parties responsible for poor workmanship and/or the supply of defective materials to 
face up to their responsibilities and take appropriate action to provide remedies for the affected 
homeowners.

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014, primary responsibility for compliance with 
the requirements of the Building Regulations rests with the designers, builders and owners of 
buildings.  Enforcement of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 31 local building con-
trol authorities who have extensive powers of inspection and investigation.  Neither I nor my 
Department has any role in relation to enforcement matters and it is important to clarify that the 
Department has no statutory role in resolving defects in privately owned buildings, including 
dwelling houses, nor does it have a budget for such matters.

However, in the interests of supporting owners and residents living in developments where 
concerns regarding non-compliance with fire safety requirements arise, a review was undertak-
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en by an independent fire safety expert to develop a framework for general application in such 
situations.  The independent fire safety expert has now completed this task and a report on the 
matter has been received in my Department.  The report remains under consideration pending 
clarification on a number of issues at which point it is intended that the arrangements necessary 
for publication will be made.

02/05/2017WRZ02800Pyrite Issues

02/05/2017WRZ02900496. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of known category 1 properties affected by pyrite; the average cost 
of remediation under the pyrite remediation scheme for each household and for each property 
type; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20477/17]

02/05/2017WRZ03000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment  (Deputy Damien English): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides for the making 
of a pyrite remediation scheme by the Pyrite Resolution Board for certain dwellings affected 
by significant pyrite damage.  The pyrite remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” and is 
limited in its application and scope.  The full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set 
out in the scheme, which is available on the Board’s website (www.pyriteboard.ie).

The scheme is applicable to dwellings which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave established in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  It is a condition of eligibility 
under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a Building Con-
dition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  I have no proposals to amend this 
eligibility criterion.

Given that the scheme does not apply to dwellings which have a Damage Condition Rating 
of 1, the Board does not maintain records on the number of properties that fall into this category.  
Nevertheless, the Board is aware that 11 dwellings, which had a Damage Condition Rating of 1 
when their building condition assessments were first completed, and which were refused under 
the scheme, have now progressed to a Damage Condition Rating of 2; these dwellings have 
now been included in the pyrite remediation scheme following the submission of new applica-
tions.  Further information on the extent of the pyrite problem is provided in the  Report of the 
Pyrite Panel (June 2012).

In general terms, the cost of pyrite remediation is largely dependent on the dwelling type, 
the number of units in a project, the floor area of the dwellings, the depth of hardcore in the units 
and the presence or otherwise of under-floor heating systems.  Against this background, reme-
diation costs can vary significantly and may not always be directly comparable across projects.  
While my Department monitors overall expenditure under the scheme, the costs associated 
with individual projects are determined by on-going competitive procurement processes, which 
fall within the remit of the Housing Agency.  However the average cost of remediation having 
regard to those dwellings already remediated, is some €59,000, inclusive of the allowances 
provided under the scheme for alternative accommodation, furniture removal and storage and 
Building Condition Assessments.

02/05/2017WRZ03100Planning Issues

02/05/2017WRZ03200497. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on allegations detailed to him by a person (details supplied) alleging 
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breaches of planning regulations; his plans to address the allegations; if he has satisfied himself 
that his Department and the county council have responded adequately to the allegations raised 
by the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20499/17]

02/05/2017WRZ03300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has been actively engaged in addressing allegations made by the in-
dividual referenced.  Senior Counsel has been appointed on a non-statutory basis to conduct an 
independent review in relation to certain allegations made regarding planning in Donegal and I 
understand that the individual concerned has met with Senior Counsel to discuss his allegations.

I understand that Senior Counsel expects to complete his independent review by mid 
June 2017.  Once I have received his report, I will carefully consider the contents and  any rec-
ommendations made in order to determine what further actions may be necessary.

02/05/2017WRZ03400Mortgage to Rent Scheme Data

02/05/2017WRZ03500498. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of applications received in relation to the mortgage to rent 
scheme since its inception; the number of applications referred to each housing association 
and the outcome of each such application whether refused or not; the reason for such refusal; 
his views on the transparency of the process from the point of view of the person applying; if 
an appeals process is available or independent assessments available to the person applying if 
there is a refusal; if the housing association shares assessments of the building survey with the 
person applying; if not, the reason; his plans to make changes to the present process; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20536/17]

02/05/2017WRZ03600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Since the introduction of the Mortgage to Rent (MTR) Scheme for borrowers of pri-
vate commercial lending institutions in 2012, a total of 3,672 cases have been submitted under 
the scheme to the end of March 2017.  Of the 3,672 cases submitted, 2,816 were ineligible or 
terminated during the process.  Of the remaining cases submitted, 235 have been completed and 
the remaining 621 are being actively progressed.

The Housing Agency publishes, on a quarterly basis, detailed statistical information on the 
operation of the MTR scheme, including the number of properties where there has been no Ap-
proved Housing Body (AHB) interest and the number of properties declined by AHBs.  This 
information is available on the Agency’s website at the following link:

 https://www.housingagency.ie/our-services/housing-supply-services/mortgage-to-rent.
aspx.

The reasons why an AHB might decline a property are varied and can include where the 
lender and the AHB cannot agree a price or where the combined cost of the sale price proposed 
by the lender and the cost of the repairs required to the property in order to meet private rental 
standards may mean that the case is not commercially viable for the AHB.  The decision to 
purchase a property under the MTR scheme is a commercial decision for an AHB and I cannot 
compel an AHB to purchase a particular property.

I published a Review of the Mortgage to Rent Scheme for borrowers of commercial pri-
vate lending institutions on 8 February 2017 which contains a number of actions to make the 
MTR process quicker, more transparent, easier to navigate for borrowers and ultimately, more 
accessible to more households in mortgage distress.  The Review is available on the Rebuild-
ing Ireland website at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/up-
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loads/2017/02/Review-of-the-Mortgage-to-Rent-Scheme-February-2017.pdf.

My Department and the Housing Agency have begun implementing each of the actions set 
out in the Review and I am confident that these changes will make significant impact to those 
households who can benefit from access to the scheme.

02/05/2017WRZ03700Repair and Leasing Scheme

02/05/2017WRZ03800499. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when local authorities will be accepting applications for the repair and leas-
ing scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20542/17]

02/05/2017WRZ03900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) has been developed, under Pillar 5 of Re-
building Ireland, to assist private property owners and local authorities or Approved Housing 
Bodies (AHBs) to harness the accommodation potential that exists in certain vacant properties 
across Ireland.  The scheme is targeted at owners of vacant properties who cannot afford or ac-
cess the funding needed to bring their properties up to the required standard for rental property.  
Following on from the success of the initial RLS pilot in Waterford and Carlow local authori-
ties, the pilot was expanded on a national basis from 23 February 2017 and is now available in 
all local authorities.

My Department has provided local authorities with detailed guidance documents, template 
legal agreements, application forms and other resources to assist them to implement the scheme 
together with AHBs, locally.  In addition, two workshops for local authority and AHB staff have 
already been convened which were well attended.

In recognition of both the critical demand for additional units and the potential the RLS 
scheme has to offer, I assigned additional funding to the scheme in 2017, bringing the total 
amount of investment available this year to €32m.  This will facilitate up to 800 vacant proper-
ties being brought back into use as new homes for families on local authority waiting lists.  I 
have urged local authorities to see the opportunity that this scheme offers, and I am keen that 
properties and property owners interested in the scheme are identified and progress made im-
mediately.

Property owners who wish to avail of the RLS are asked to contact their local authority for 
further information on the scheme in their area.

02/05/2017WRAA00200Capital Assistance Scheme

02/05/2017WRAA00300500. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the mechanism for applying for the capital assistance scheme, CAS; the total 
amount available in 2017 under this scheme; and the available sum for County Louth for 2017.  
[20554/17]

02/05/2017WRAA00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Applications to deliver new social housing under the Capital Assistance Scheme 
should be made by an Approved Housing Body to the relevant local authority.  As with all social 
housing projects, it is a matter for the local authority, as the housing authority for the area, to 
prioritise projects on the basis of how they meet the area’s housing need.

The 2017 funding provision for the Scheme nationally is €66 million. Financial allocations 
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are not made to individual local authorities as funding delivery happens in line with project 
delivery.  There are already over 1,000 new social homes approved for construction under the 
Capital Assistance Scheme and these are being implemented by the relevant Approved Hous-
ing Bodies and local authorities.  Funding is drawn down as these projects are advanced and I 
am keen to see them move forward and deliver the housing as quickly as possible.

02/05/2017WRAA00500Traffic Management

02/05/2017WRAA00600501. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on the accuracy and effectiveness of a system (details supplied) 
used for predicting traffic changes for proposed developments; if his attention has been drawn 
to concerns raised by community groups and persons regarding the effectiveness of this system; 
the number of local authorities that use or recognise this system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20589/17]

02/05/2017WRAA00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has no involvement in the operation of this system.  Traffic manage-
ment is a matter for local authorities and therefore, not proper to this Department.  The Depart-
ment has not had any feedback from local authorities on Traffic or Transport Assessments or 
on TRICS.

  Question No. 502 answered with Question No. 455.

02/05/2017WRAA01100Housing Data

02/05/2017WRAA01200503. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when the housing data analytics group was established; the names of the 
persons that sit on the group; the number of meetings it has had; and if he will make public the 
minutes and reports from this group. [20647/17]

02/05/2017WRAA01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The newly established Housing Data Analytics Group will monitor and review the 
various sources of housing data collected nationally to provide a comprehensive and coherent 
suite of statistics relating to housing matters.

In collaboration with data owners and stakeholders, the Group will work to refine and im-
prove existing data sources, and identify potential data gaps and new data sources, with a view 
to ensuring that public policy is informed by the best possible housing data.  The Group will 
work to support work across all five pillars of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan.  The first 
meeting of the Housing Analytics Group is scheduled to take place this week.

The Housing Data Analytics Group includes representation from a wide range of areas.  The 
members of the Group are as follows: George Hussey, Niall Cussen, Barry Quinlan, Eoin Cor-
rigan, and John Wickham (Department of Housing, Planning Community and Local Govern-
ment); Diarmuid Reidy (Department of Education and Skills); Cillian Doyle (Department of 
the Taoiseach); Deirdre Cullen, Tara Davis and Kieran Culhane (Central Statistics Office); Ge-
rard Kennedy (Central Bank); Keith Walsh (Revenue); John McGrath and Caroline Shally 
(Solas); David Silke and Daragh McCarthy (Housing Agency); Rosalind Carroll (Residential 
Tenancies Board), Larry O’Connell (National Economic and Social Council); Edgar Morgen-
roth (Economic and Social Research Institute); Daithí Downey (Dublin City Council); Jason 
Frehill (South Dublin County Council) and Mairéad Phelan (Local Government Management 



2 May 2017

411

Agency).  In line with standard operating arrangements and  in keeping with Freedom of Infor-
mation and Data Protection requirements, my Department will be happy to share the  learning 
and insights garnered from the Group’s work.

In addition, the Central Statistics Office, which is the State’s authoritative voice in relation 
to the provision of high quality and independent statistical information supporting evidence-
based decision-making, established an independent group in January 2017, chaired by an As-
sistant Director General, to examine housing statistics and my Department is a  member of that 
group.  This group is considering the best analytical approaches to reconciling and combining 
datasets in this area and will have oversight of, and a direct involvement in, the examination of 
any output arising from the variety of analyses currently underway.

02/05/2017WRAA01400County Development Plans

02/05/2017WRAA01500504. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the action he has taken or plans to take as a result of the decision of Fingal 
councillors (details supplied) to ignore his direction to delete zonings in the new development 
plan, which conflict with ministerial guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20651/17]

02/05/2017WRAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): In relation to the Fingal County Development Plan, 
I have not issued a Direction.

However, my Department made a number of submissions regarding the Development Plan 
during the consultation processes.  The submission on the proposed material amendments in-
cluded recommendations on the deletion of two zoning proposals in the vicinity of the former 
N2/M2 roads - amendments 12.2 and 12.3.  Amendment 12.2 abutting the Cherryhound in-
terchange was not adopted by the elected members, while amendment 12.3 in the vicinity of 
Kilshane crossroads was adopted.

Taking account of the location of amendment 12.3, removed from the M2 interchange and 
considering in full both the new County Development Plan and national policy, I did not con-
sider it appropriate to use my powers under Section 31 in relation to this matter.

02/05/2017WRAA01700Local Authority Leases

02/05/2017WRAA01800505. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if the process of finalising a sublease for Sligo County Council for a local 
company (details supplied) can be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20714/17]

02/05/2017WRAA01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Drafting of the licence is at an advanced stage.  However, my Department has re-
quested that further information be supplied by the local authority before the licence can be 
finalised.

It is not possible to give a definitive date for finalising the licence at this time.

02/05/2017WRAA02000Planning Issues
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02/05/2017WRAA02100506. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if planning authorities, under the planning Act or lobbying Act, are re-
quired to record details of consultations or discussions with landowners, developers or public 
representatives in respect of proposals to zone lands in relation to which the discussions happen 
separately  to the process of written submissions on draft developme n t plans.  [20837/17]

02/05/2017WRAA02150507. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if planning authorities, under the Planning and Development (Amendment) 
Act 2015 or lobbying Act, are required to record details of consultations or discussions with 
certain groups of persons (details supplied) in respect of proposals to zone lands regarding 
which the discussions happen separately to the process of written submissions on draft develop-
ment plans.  [20838/17]

02/05/2017WRAA02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 506 and 507 together.

The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and my Department’s Development 
Plan Guidelines set out in detail the requirements which the local authorities must follow when 
preparing their development plans.  In this regard, there is no statutory consultation or discus-
sion based process with land owners, developers or public representatives in respect of propos-
als to zone lands outside the development plan making process.

It is within the development plan process, which is approved by the elected members of the 
authority within an overall open and transparent and recorded process, that overall strategies 
for proper planning and sustainable development of relevant areas are prepared.  The legislation 
provides for extensive consultation in relation to the development plan, both with the general 
public and certain prescribed bodies, who are offered the opportunity to make submissions or 
observations prior to the making of the draft development plan, and on the draft plan when it 
has been made, submissions which must be considered by the planning authority.  The making 
of a development plan, the public consultation process around the making of the plan and the 
procedures for recording the decision making process are set out in the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000 (as amended).

In addition to the planning process, Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001 sets out an 
ethical framework for all those involved in the local government service, both elected mem-
bers and employees.  This framework imposes a statutory duty on all in the service to maintain 
proper standards of integrity, conduct and concern for the public interest.

The statutory requirements are complemented by two Codes of Conduct, one for elected 
members and one for employees.  The purpose of the Codes is to set out standards and prin-
ciples of conduct and integrity, to inform the public of the conduct it is entitled to expect, and to 
maintain and enhance public trust and confidence in local government.  The Codes make spe-
cific reference to planning matters and emphasise the importance of transparency and following 
due process within the requirements of the statutory planning framework.

The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 serves to provide information to the public about lob-
bying activities including those engaged in lobbying, on whose behalf lobbying is being carried 
out, the issues involved and intended results.  Through the www.lobbying.ie website, advice 
and written guidance has been provided on the functioning of the Act and with specific regard 
to the planning process, including the types of communications involved and designated public 
officials relevant to the Act.  Where lobbying activities defined under the Act with designated 
public officials are being engaged in by lobbyists, which may include planning matters, then 
the Act requires that the lobbyists involved must provide information at regular intervals about 
their lobbying activities to the Standards in Public Office Commission.
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02/05/2017WRAA02600Social and Affordable Housing

02/05/2017WRAA02700508. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if further measures will be introduced to address housing affordability and 
specifically the reintroduction of an affordable housing scheme. [20842/17]

02/05/2017WRAA02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have no plans at present to re-introduce an Affordable Housing Purchase Scheme 
because there are a range of measures being taken under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan 
for Housing and Homelessness to increase housing supply overall, with the aim of creating a 
functioning and sustainable housing system which can meet housing demand at more afford-
able prices.

The plan is divided into five pillars, with each targeting a specific area of the housing sys-
tem.  Pillar 3, entitled Build More Homes, has a key objective of increasing the output of private 
housing to meet demand at affordable prices.

The opening up of state owned lands for the development of for mixed-tenure housing, 
particularly in the major urban areas, where demand is greatest, is an important policy initia-
tive.  On 27 April 2017, I published details of some 2,000 hectares of land in public ownership, 
which has the potential to deliver up to 50,000 homes nationally.  Full details of these sites can 
be accessed on the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map at the following link: http://rebuild-
ingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

I have asked all local authorities to be innovative and proactive in developing these sites.  
The final model for each site will be the subject of careful consideration by the local author-
ity concerned, the elected members included, who are best placed to know and provide for the 
housing need in their area.  Indeed, the Dublin local authorities are well advanced in bringing 
large-scale sites forward for mixed tenure housing, with projects advertised that can deliver 
circa 3,000 mixed-tenure homes in the Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council 
areas alone.

 Other measures being taken to increase the supply of housing include -

- €200 million Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund;

- National Treasury Management Agency financing of large-scale “on-site” infrastructure;

- Planning Reforms;

- Putting in place a National Planning Framework and land management actions;

- Efficient design and delivery methods to lower housing delivery costs;

- Measures to support construction innovation and skills;

- The enhanced supply of more affordable starter homes in key locations through a targeted 
rebate of development contributions in Dublin and Cork for housing supplied under certain 
price levels;

- New National Apartment Planning Guidelines, reducing the cost of apartment building;

- Changes to aspects of the operation of Strategic Development Zones to enable swifter 
adjustments to meet market requirements;

- A vacant sites levy.
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Pillar 4 of the Rebuilding Ireland Plan, entitled Improve the Rental Sector, provided for the 
introduction of an affordable rental scheme to enhance the capacity of the private rented sector 
to provide quality and affordable accommodation for households currently paying a dispropor-
tionate amount of disposable income on rent.  Lands held by local authorities in rent pressure 
zones are to be brought to market on a competitive tendering basis, with a view to leveraging 
the value of the land to deliver the optimum number of units for rent, targeting middle income 
households, in mixed tenure developments.

02/05/2017WRAA02900Social and Affordable Housing Provision

02/05/2017WRAA03000509. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the steps he will take to give Dublin City Council greater flexibility in deciding 
the levels of social housing in the Poolbeg strategic development zone, SDZ. [20844/17]

02/05/2017WRAA03050510. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the steps he will take to allow higher levels of social housing in the Poolbeg 
strategic development zone, SDZ; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20845/17]

02/05/2017WRAA03075511. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on whether 10% social housing in the Poolbeg strategic development 
zone, SDZ, is adequate to make a meaningful contribution to reducing housing waiting lists in 
Dublin city; and the steps he will take to ensure that Poolbeg West SDZ can make a more mean-
ingful contribution to social housing provision in Dublin city.  [20846/17]

02/05/2017WRAA03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 509 to 511, inclusive, together.

Delivering extra housing supply across all tenures is agreed by all stakeholders as the key 
to addressing the challenges in the housing sector.  The Government took the decision to desig-
nate Poolbeg West as a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) because of its potential to deliver a 
large amount of extra homes in the centre of our capital and on an excellent site.  The process 
has moved forward with Dublin City Council’s publication of a draft planning scheme for the 
area under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

As part of the public consultation exercise on the preparation of the draft planning scheme, 
my Department has indicated that the planning scheme could include a policy mechanism 
where, on an agreed basis, over and above the statutory requirement that 10% of the housing 
yield of the site be reserved for social housing under Part V of the Act, there would be delivery 
of up to another 10% of its housing yield, which would be accessible in economic terms for 
households on average industrial wages, in return for flexibility around the overall development 
yield on the site.

My Department’s submission also pointed towards a number of delivery models, if such an 
agreement could be brokered between the owners of the site and the local authority and sup-
ported by my Department.  These models include the potential role of the voluntary housing 
sector in participating in a joint venture type approach to facilitate the ultimate development of 
the site which could deliver an increment of housing over and above the 10% social housing 
requirement in the form of key worker housing as outlined above.

I believe that it is crucial that people who need social housing and key workers who cannot 
afford high rents can avail of housing in areas like Poolbeg.  My Department will therefore con-
tinue to work with all stakeholders, including the City Council, housing providers and the local 
community, in developing and resourcing the mixed-tenure model above and in line with the 
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normal financial safeguards.

02/05/2017WRAA03800Housing Data

02/05/2017WRAA03900512. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the monthly totals of housing units for which local authorities have received 
planning permission commencement notices for the most recent 12 months for which the data 
is available, by month and local authority, in tabular form. [20863/17]

02/05/2017WRAA03950513. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the monthly totals of housing units for which local authorities have received 
certificates of compliance on completion for the most recent 12 months for which the data is 
available, by month and local authority, in tabular form.  [20864/17]

02/05/2017WRAA04000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 512 and 513 together.

It is important to note that the building control function of each Local Authority pursuant to 
the Building Control Act 1990, as amended, is separate and distinct from the planning function 
of each Local Authority under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Local Authorities in their capacity as Building Control Authorities are required to keep cer-
tain information pertaining to building works that come under the Building Control Regulations 
1997-2015 on a statutory register, including particulars in relation to Commencement Notices 
and Certificates of Compliance on Completion.  The Building Control Management System 
(BCMS) is centrally hosted by the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) on behalf 
of the 31 Local Authorities and has enabled this information to be hosted on a central nation-
wide register, readily available and updated quarterly at https://www.localgov.ie/en/link-type/
bcms.

The purpose of the BCMS is an IT enabler, set up to facilitate building control authorities, 
building owners, builders and construction professionals in discharging their separate respon-
sibilities under the Building Control Act 1990.  The system provides a common platform for 
clear and consistent administration of building control matters across the local authority sector.

My Department is not involved in the day to day operation of this system.  However, it col-
lates and publishes a range of housing and planning statistics, including information on Com-
mencement Notices, which are available on the Department’s website at http://www.housing.
gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/construction-activity-starts.

02/05/2017WRAA04400Mining Industry

02/05/2017WRAA04500514. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection the compensation or 
grants available for miners that lose their hearing through their work in the mining industry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19553/17]

02/05/2017WRAA04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Current or former miners who 
have suffered an occupational injury or prescribed occupational disease are entitled to apply for 
disablement benefit.

Disablement benefit is one of the benefits payable under the occupational injuries benefit 
scheme, to an insured person who suffers a loss of physical or mental faculty as a result of an 
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occupational accident or a prescribed occupational disease that was sustained on or after 1 May 
1967.  The person must have been in insurable (occupational injuries) employment at the time 
of the accident or when the disease was contracted.

Occupational deafness is a prescribed disease under the occupational injuries scheme.

To qualify the applicant must have been engaged in a prescribed occupation for a period of 
10 years and must make a claim not later than 5 years after leaving that employment.

The application form for disablement benefit (OB21) can be downloaded from my Depart-
ment’s website (https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/disable.aspx) or can also be obtained in any 
of the Department’s Intreo Centres.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRAA04700Redundancy Payments

02/05/2017WRAA04800515. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the timeframe that com-
panies must adhere to while going through the process of voluntary liquidation in order for 
employees to be paid their statutory redundancy entitlements; and if there is a strict timescale 
as to when all of the steps must be undertaken. [19902/17]

02/05/2017WRAA04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department of Social Pro-
tection administers the redundancy payments scheme.  The purpose of the scheme is to com-
pensate employees for the loss of their jobs where the employer is unable to pay statutory 
redundancy due to financial difficulties or insolvency.  The scheme is funded from the Social 
Insurance Fund.

Where an employer can prove to the satisfaction of the Department that they are unable to 
pay statutory redundancy to their employees, the Department will make lump sum payments to 
the employees.

Claims for redundancy payments, signed by the employer and employee, must be submitted 
within 12 months of the date of termination of the person’s employment, as prescribed under 
Section 24 of the Redundancy Payments Acts, 1967, as amended by Section 12 of the Redun-
dancy Payments Act, 1971.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

02/05/2017WRAA05000Departmental Staff

02/05/2017WRAA05100516. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration 
will be given to sanctioning permanent contracts for clerical officers employed on continuous 
temporary contracts for over five years (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20034/17]

02/05/2017WRAA05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In 2012, my Department com-
menced the appointment of Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) to support the roll out of the 
Public Services Card project.  These TCOs were assigned from panels established by the Public 
Appointments Service (PAS) and issued with contracts for the specified temporary purpose of 
supporting the roll out of the project.
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Individual contracts in a particular location may be terminated if the business need in that 
location no longer exists.  Once the initial rollout of the Public Services Card project is com-
pleted then it is the Department’s intention that all temporary staff contracts issued will finish 
at that time.

My Department does not have the authority to make temporary posts permanent without the 
sanction of the Commission for Public Service Appointments.

02/05/2017WRBB00200Local Authority Members’ Remuneration

02/05/2017WRBB00300517. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person elected as 
a councillor that is already paying an S stamp will receive additional credits or benefits when 
they begin paying the new S stamp. [20520/17]

02/05/2017WRBB00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I was pleased to introduce Regu-
lations last December whereby county councillors were brought, in their capacity as public rep-
resentatives, into social insurance cover for the first time with effect from January 1 of this year.  
The new arrangements (PRSI Class S payable at 4%) apply to all county councillors other than 
those aged 66 and over and those who are, in conjunction with their membership of a county 
council, permanent and pensionable civil and public servants recruited before April 1995.

Prior to the introduction of the new arrangements, county councillors had been, since 2011, 
liable to pay PRSI at Class K (4%) along with other office holders such as members of the 
Houses of the Oireachtas and the judiciary.  PRSI Class K contributions do not provide cover 
for any social insurance benefit or pension.  I introduced the new arrangements in recognition of 
the fact that county councillors do not have access to occupational pensions arising from their 
role as public representatives and that, therefore, it was important that county councillors were 
covered for social insurance pensions.  County councillors are no longer liable to make a PRSI 
Class K contribution.

Social insurance contributors can be awarded a maximum of 52 contributions each year.  
Where, for example, someone has two (or more) concurrent employments each of 52 weeks 
duration in a given year, a maximum of 52 contributions are awarded for access to benefits and 
pensions.  Similar arrangements apply where an individual is both an employee and self-em-
ployed.  As the maximum of 52 Class S contributions are awarded each year for self-employed 
contributors regardless of the actual number of weeks of  self-employment (subject to a mini-
mum paid contribution of €500) two concurrent occupations both paying Class S contributions 
do not give rise to additional credits or benefits for the contributor.

The position, therefore, in respect of county councillors is as follows:

County councillors who do not have another insurable employment or self-employment 
now pay Class S and are now covered, as self-employed contributors, for the State Pension 
(contributory) and Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Pension (contributory), 
Guardian’s Payment (contributory), Maternity Benefit, Adoptive Benefit, Paternity Benefit, 
Treatment Benefits (from March 2017) and Invalidity pension (from December 2017).

County councillors who are concurrently engaged in other types of insurable self-employ-
ment will be treated in the same way as all other people with multiple self-employments.  A 
maximum of 52 Class S contributions will be recorded on their social insurance record.  Typi-
cal examples are individuals who are engaged in two unrelated self-employments or who have 
earned and unearned self-employment income or certain company directors who pay Class S 
(under Schedule E) in their role as directors and Class S (under Schedule D) on income which 
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might or might not be related to their shareholding in a company.

County councillors who are also engaged in insurable employment or employments, (such 
employments typically paying Class A) will be treated in the same way as other individuals who 
are in concurrent insurable employment and insurable self-employment.  52 Class S contribu-
tions will be due but this number will be reduced by the number of Class A contributions from 
insurable employment so that the overall total is no more than 52.  This arrangement is to the 
benefit of the individuals concerned and reflects the fact that a wider range of benefits are avail-
able under Class A.

In Budget 2017, I was pleased to announce a number of measures which will benefit the 
self-employed, including Councillors.  From March 2017 the self-employed have had access 
to the treatment benefit scheme which includes free eye and dental exams, and contributions 
towards the cost of hearing aids.  Treatment benefit entitlements will be extended for both em-
ployees and the self-employed from October 2017 providing further dental and optical benefits.

More significantly, self-employed contributors will be eligible for the invalidity pension 
from December 2017.  For the first time, this will give the self-employed access to the safety-
net of State income supports if they have a serious illness or injury that prevents them from 
working without having to go through a means test.  This is a real advance in the level of cover 
available to the self-employed, including county councillors.

I look forward to introducing further improvements for the self-employed in line with our 
commitments in the Programme for a Partnership Government.

02/05/2017WRBB00500Community Employment Schemes Operation

02/05/2017WRBB00600518. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will address 
concerns raised (details supplied) in relation to community employment schemes. [19147/17]

02/05/2017WRBB00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department provides a range 
of activation supports catering for long-term unemployed jobseekers and those most distant 
from the labour market.  These supports include Community Employment (CE) and JobPath.

CE provides part-time temporary work in local communities, including opportunities for 
training and development as a stepping-stone back to employment, for people in receipt of a 
range of social welfare payments, including those on a long-term jobseeker’s payment.  These 
schemes help to break the cycle of unemployment and improve a person’s chances of returning 
to the labour market.  I am also conscious of the valuable contribution the schemes are making 
in the provision of services to individuals and communities across Ireland.

Job Path aims to place people into full-time sustainable employment.  The period of engage-
ment with the service for any individual is typically 52 weeks.  During that time they receive 
intensive individual support to help them overcome barriers to employment.

Jobseekers can only participate in one activation scheme or service at a time.  This is to 
ensure that the scheme and service providers have sufficient time to work with the participants 
and also that the best use is made of the available places.  Persons who are engaged with the 
JobPath programme are ineligible for CE for the duration of their participation on this service, 
but can be considered for CE following their time with Jobpath.

The CE scheme referred to by the Deputy has approval for 26 participants with 22 currently 
employed.  A number of recruitment events are planned by the local Intreo office over the com-
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ing weeks which will provide an opportunity to identify potential candidates to fill the vacan-
cies on the scheme.  My Department will continue to provide support in relation to recruitment 
and the operation of the scheme.  If the scheme wishes to raise issues relating to filling vacan-
cies, officials in their local Intreo office will be happy to assist them.

Following the recent publication of my Department’s report - An Analysis of the Commu-
nity Employment Programme -  nationwide consultations with stakeholders are underway.  CE 
sponsors are being invited to these engagement sessions, as are local public representatives.  
Staff from my office will be in touch this week with an invitation to this event.  If you require 
any further details on this query please do not hesitate to contact Philip.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB00800Social Welfare Appeals

02/05/2017WRBB00900519. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection when departmental 
papers and the comments of the deciding officer regarding a State pension contributory claim 
by a person (details supplied) will be submitted to the social welfare appeals office. [19158/17]

02/05/2017WRBB01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 11th 
January 2017.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from the 
Department of Social Protection.  These papers have been received in the Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office on 4th April 2017 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB01100Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

02/05/2017WRBB01200520. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will address 
issues with regard to pensions for community employment supervisors (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19166/17]

02/05/2017WRBB01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) 
supervisors are not employed by my Department – rather they are employees of private compa-
nies in the community and voluntary sector.  Contracts with CE sponsors and my Department 
are subject to the continuing availability of funding.  The period for which a CE sponsor con-
tracts with the supervisor is a matter between those two parties.  In general, it is important that 
supervisors contract reflect that the positions are subject to continued funding from the Depart-
ment of Social Protection.

The Deputy should note that, in the past, CE supervisors have benefited from pay increases 
linked to all phases of Benchmarking, Sustaining Progress (Parts 1 and 2) and Towards 2016 
(all 4 phases).  It is also worth noting that CE supervisors experienced no reduction in pay over 
recent years as a result of other public sector adjustments.
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Given that CE supervisors are employees of private companies in the community and vol-
untary sector, the State is not responsible for funding pension arrangements for such employees 
even where the companies in question are reliant on State funding.  It is open to individual CE 
supervisors to make provision for a pension by way of PRSA which all employers are obliged 
to facilitate.

Nevertheless, the issue of CE supervisors’ pension provision is currently being examined 
by a Community Sector High Level Forum under the auspices and chairmanship of the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  My Department is represented on this group, as are 
IMPACT and SIPTU, the Department of Environment and Pobal.  The Forum last met on 7 
April, 2017 and I understand that their work is on-going.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 521 withdrawn.

02/05/2017WRBB01500Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRBB01600522. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19296/17]

02/05/2017WRBB01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 15 February 
2017.

The application was referred to a local social welfare inspector (SWI) on 25 April 2017 to 
assess the level of care being provided, assess means and confirm that all the conditions for 
receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied.  Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made 
and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB01800Employment Support Services

02/05/2017WRBB01900523. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
refusal of a turas nua extension in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19298/17]

02/05/2017WRBB02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The State’s employment activa-
tion service is delivered directly by the Department’s Intreo service and under contract arrange-
ments by the JobPath service, the Local Employment Service (LES) and Job Clubs.  The Job-
Path service complements the service provided by my Department’s own staff in Intreo Centres 
and by the Local Employment Service providers.

This customer was referred to the JobPath Service in February 2016 where he agreed a per-
sonal progression plan with his Personal Advisor that included a schedule of activities, actions 
and job-focused targets taking into account his employment preferences.  JobPath engagement 
lasts for a total of 52 weeks, if a customer has been unable to find fulltime employment in that 
period, as was the case with this customer, then they are referred back to their local Intreo office 
for further activation assistance as appropriate.  A detailed Exit Report detailing this customer’s 
progressions throughout the year was provided by Turas Nua to his local Intreo Office and a 
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Case Officer from my Department will continue to work with this customer and provide support 
and assistance based on this report and any other needs the customers may require.

Clients are randomly selected for participation on JobPath and the currently policy pre-
cludes the selection of anyone who has already completed JobPath within the previous six 
months.  This gives customers the opportunity to explore my Department’s other activation 
options in conjunction with their Case Officers.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB02100Pension Provisions

02/05/2017WRBB02200524. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the 
22 years spent working in the public sector by a person (details supplied) can be weighted to 
pension entitlement following commencement of employment with a new State agency; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19306/17]

02/05/2017WRBB02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand the question may 
refer to the insertion of Section 59H in the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2013 which gives 
trustees the power to amend the scheme rules in certain circumstances in order to deal with is-
sues around integration of occupational pensions with the State pension and bridging pensions.

My Department has no involvement in the matter enquired of by the Minister.  However, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has advised that in April 2016 it issued Circular 
15 of 2016 which provides guidance on the application of the relevant subsections of the 2013 
Act.

The inquiry posed by the Minister could only be answered by the individual’s current em-
ployer following consideration of the contents of that circular together with more comprehen-
sive employment detail than provided in the question.  Accordingly, the individual concerned 
should consult directly with his employer to progress the matter further.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Minister.  If you require any further assistance with 
this query please do not hesitate to contact my office.

02/05/2017WRBB02400Community Employment Schemes Data

02/05/2017WRBB02500525. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of com-
munity employment scheme placements in County Donegal that are currently vacant and wait-
ing to be filled; the number of such placements which have been vacant for three months, six 
months, nine months, 12 months and longer than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19318/17]

02/05/2017WRBB02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): At any point in time, there will 
be vacancies on Community Employment (CE) schemes at the various stages of being filled.  
The first stage involves the Employer (sponsor) advertising the vacancy on the Department’s 
JobsIreland website.  This is a free service to all employers and in the case of CE the vacancy 
is generally advertised in advance of the vacancy arising.  The next stage is where the employer 
has identified suitable candidates and is in the process of interviewing these individuals and 
finally, where Garda vetting is required some positions remain vacant until the vetting process 
has been completed.
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As of 28th April 2017 there were 36 community employment scheme placements in County 
Donegal advertised on the JobsIreland website.

Of the 36 places that are advertised as vacancies, 3 have recently been filled, 11 have been 
vacant for one month or less, 15 have been vacant for three months or less, 4 have been vacant 
for six months or less and 3 have been vacant for nine months or less.  There are no vacancies 
currently advertised on JobsIreland in Donegal that have been vacant for twelve months or 
more.

The table reflects the current position in County Donegal.

CE vacancies in Co. Donegal 28th April 2017
Duration Number of Vacancies
1 month or less 11
3 months or less 15
6 months or less 4
9 months or less 3
Should a sponsoring body encounter any difficulty in filling their CE vacancies they should 

contact their local Intreo centre who will be happy to help.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB02700Community Employment Schemes Data

02/05/2017WRBB02800526. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of re-
fusals per county which have been made in respect of persons seeking to take up a placement 
through the community employment scheme for each month in 2016 and to date in 2017, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19319/17]

02/05/2017WRBB02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Sponsors of Community Em-
ployment (CE) schemes advertise CE vacancies free-of-charge on the Department’s JobsIreland 
website, www.jobsireland.ie.  Posting vacancies is a relatively simple process and a dedicated 
video tutorial is available on the site to assist sponsors.  Anyone requiring further assistance can 
contact my Department’s National Contact Centre by phone at Lo Call 1890 800 024 or (01) 
248 1398, or by email at jobsireland@welfare.ie.

Jobseekers can view CE vacancies online.  Eligible candidates are referred to sponsors by 
case officers in the local Intreo Centres.  The sponsor then interviews potential candidates and 
notifies the candidates of the selection process outcome.

My Department does not refuse places on CE schemes.  The primary role of the Department 
in relation to the filling of vacancies is to check the person’s eligibility to participate.  Once a 
person is deemed eligible, it is the sponsor’s responsibility to recruit the approved number of 
participants.

Where a scheme is having any difficulty in recruiting suitable candidates, they should con-
tact their local Intreo Centre who will be happy to assist with the process.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB03000Maternity Benefit Applications
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02/05/2017WRBB03100527. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason mater-
nity benefit was refused in the case of a person (details supplied); if time spent in full-time edu-
cation and employment with a company (details supplied) will be considered; and if the fact the 
person had to finish work earlier than expected will qualify her for any other benefit. [19351/17]

02/05/2017WRBB03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned does not 
qualify for maternity benefit as she has less than the required 39 weeks paid contributions re-
corded in the year prior to going on her maternity leave.  According to her maternity benefit 
application form and the records of the Department she commenced employment on 13th Sep-
tember 2016 and her maternity leave commenced on18th March 2017, giving her a total of 26 
weeks paid contributions.

Time spent in fulltime education does not confer entitlement to maternity benefit and is not 
considered when deciding a maternity benefit claim.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB03300Fire Service Staff

02/05/2017WRBB03400528. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the rules that ap-
ply in relation to the eligibility of persons that are retained fire fighters for jobseeker’s benefit 
and allowance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19388/17]

02/05/2017WRBB03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Retained fire-fighters who are 
otherwise unemployed are entitled to a jobseeker’s payment in respect of days that they are 
engaged in fire-fighting or training.  They are, however, required to satisfy the statutory con-
ditions for the receipt of a jobseeker’s payment of being available for and genuinely seeking 
work.  Any person who fails to satisfy these conditions is not entitled to a jobseeker’s payment.

Taking account of the unusual circumstances of retained fire personnel the Social Welfare 
and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 carried amendments to both jobseeker’s 
benefit and jobseeker’s allowance that put the treatment of retained fire fighters on a legislative 
basis.  These amendments were introduced with particular regard to the vital service provided 
by this group, particularly in rural communities where the fire service is almost exclusively 
staffed by retained personnel.

This legislation provided that when a retained fire fighter is on call this will not result in a 
disallowance for a jobseeker’s payment on grounds of availability.  It also provides that retained 
fire fighters are exempt from suffering a loss of a day of jobseeker’s payment for any day of 
firefighting employment.  Finally, the legislation also provides an exemption for retained fire 
fighters from having to satisfy the substantial loss of employment condition under jobseeker’s 
benefit.

I am satisfied that the legislation and associated regulations allow retained fire-fighters a 
reasonable and fair level of access to the jobseeker schemes given the unique circumstances of 
the service they provide their communities.

02/05/2017WRBB03600Family Income Supplement Applications

02/05/2017WRBB03700529. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) for family income supplement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19395/17]
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02/05/2017WRBB03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) claim was registered for the person concerned on the 28th March 2017.

The person concerned has now been awarded FIS amounting to €379.00 per week from 30th 
March 2017 to 28th March 2018.

Arrears of FIS due have been issued to the claimant’s nominated bank account this week.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB03900Social Welfare Appeals Status

02/05/2017WRBB04000530. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19473/17]

02/05/2017WRBB04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised by the Department 
that an overpayment in the sum of € 35,662.87 has been assessed against the person concerned 
on the grounds that she was in receipt of Illness Benefit while she was in employment.  The pe-
riod covers 902 days in the period from 02nd March 2007 to 26th October 2015.  A breakdown 
of the overpayment is attached.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned 
was registered in that office on 25th April 2017.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals 
process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the 
grounds of appeal be sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the 
case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB04200Rural Social Scheme

02/05/2017WRBB04300531. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection if supervisors of the rural 
social scheme will be engaged with as part of the consultation process being undertaken by his 
Department on proposed changes to the scheme; if not, the reason; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19486/17]

02/05/2017WRBB04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The purpose of the rural social 
scheme (RSS) is to provide income support to farmers and fishermen and women who have an 
entitlement to specified social protection payments and who are underemployed in their pri-
mary occupation.

In recognition of the important work undertaken in rural communities under the scheme, I 
announced as part of budget 2017, an additional 500 places.  These additional places became 
available with effect from 1st Feb 2017 bringing the total number of places to 3,100.  The extra 
places will continue to be rolled out over the coming months.
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The question of further additional places will be considered in the context of future Budgets.  
I have no plans at this time to make any further changes to the RSS scheme.  However, my De-
partment will continue to monitor the effectiveness of the scheme.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB04500Rural Social Scheme Eligibility

02/05/2017WRBB04600532. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the spouse, 
partner, sibling or child of a fishing licence holder in receipt of fish assist is not allowed partici-
pate in the rural social scheme on the same basis that similar relations to farm assist recipients 
can participate in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19529/17]

02/05/2017WRBB04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, the ob-
jective of the rural social scheme (RSS) is to provide income support for low income farmers 
and fishermen /women who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments to work 
part-time while providing certain services of benefit to rural communities.

The issue raised by the Deputy is currently being examined by my officials.  The work car-
ried out under the scheme helps to support community services and rural facilities.  RSS is also 
an important source of extra income to farmers and fishermen/women who may be working in 
agriculture or fishing on a part-time basis and finding it difficult to maintain a sufficient income.  
Participants work 19.5 hours a week on a local rural or community project in a return for a top-
up on their social welfare payments.

Eligibility for the scheme is limited to those who are actively engaged in farming or fishing, 
in receipt of farm or fish assist and over 25 years of age.  Unlike farming where the spouse of a 
farmer can be actively farming, the spouse, partner, sibling or child of a fishing licence holder 
cannot be actively engaged in fishing without holding a fishing licence.  For fishermen/women 
to be considered for RSS, the participant must be the holder of a fishing licence and registered 
with the Revenue Commissioners as self-employed.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB04800Social Welfare Benefits Data

02/05/2017WRBB04900533. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
currently in receipt of invalidity pension, invalidity benefit, disability allowance, blind pension, 
disablement benefit and injury benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19536/17]

02/05/2017WRBB05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information (where readily 
available) requested by the Deputy is detailed in the table.

Number of Recipients as at 31st March 2017
Scheme Number of Recipients
Invalidity Pension 56,222
Disability Allowance 128,090
Injury Benefit 1,001

Question No. 534 withdrawn.
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02/05/2017WRBB05400UK Pension Benefits

02/05/2017WRBB05500535. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
resident here that are in receipt of a winter fuel payment from the UK. [19578/17]

02/05/2017WRBB05600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The winter fuel payment is an 
annual tax-free payment made by the UK Department of Work and Pensions to qualified people 
to help towards their winter heating costs.  There may be many UK pensioners resident here 
who receive no payment from my Department but who may receive this payment.  However, 
information in relation to such persons would not be available to my Department as it would 
appear it has no legal basis, or purpose, for the collection of this data from such persons.

The Deputy should contact the UK Department for Work and Pensions which would be bet-
ter positioned to provide him with such a breakdown.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBB05700Rural Social Scheme

02/05/2017WRBB05800536. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full-year 
additional cost of an additional 500 rural social scheme places, net of qualifying social welfare 
payments. [19579/17]

02/05/2017WRBB05900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The rural social scheme (RSS) 
provides work opportunities for farmers and fishermen and women who are currently in receipt 
of specified social welfare payments to provide certain services of benefit to rural communities.  
RSS provides benefits to communities through the skills and talents of local farmers and fisher-
men.  Participants have the opportunity to improve existing skills, or develop new skills, while 
performing valuable work in their local communities.

Assuming that the existing participants supported by the RSS remain at the current payment 
rate, the estimated full year additional cost of an additional 500 rural social scheme places, net 
of qualifying social welfare payments is €3.8m.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCC00200Community Employment Schemes Funding

02/05/2017WRCC00300537. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full year 
additional cost of an additional 4,000, 5,000 and 10,000 community employment scheme places 
respectively, net of qualifying social welfare payments. [19580/17]

02/05/2017WRCC00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) 
schemes provide part-time temporary work in local communities, including opportunities for 
training and development as a stepping-stone back to employment, for people in receipt of a 
qualifying of social welfare payments.  These schemes help to break the cycle of unemploy-
ment and improve a person’s chances of returning to the labour market.  My Department is also 
conscious of the valuable contribution the schemes are making in the provision of services to 
individuals and communities across Ireland.  At the end of December 2016, there were 22,356 
participants employed on CE schemes.

The estimated full-year cost (net of social welfare payments) of an additional 4,000, 5,000 
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and 10,000 CE places, based on 2016 overall cost figures, would be as follows:

Number         Net Additional Cost of CE Placement
4,000             €21.8m approx. 
5,000             €27.3m approx.   
10,000  €54.5m approx.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCC00500Social Welfare Benefits Expenditure

02/05/2017WRCC00600538. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated net cost in 
respect of social welfare spending of reinstating the State pension transition payment in 2018 to 
2022 respectively, assuming the scheme will be extended to cover persons aged 66 from 2021 
should the pension age increase to 67 years of age.  [19581/17]

02/05/2017WRCC00700539. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated net cost in 
respect of social welfare spending of reinstating the State pension transition payment in 2018 to 
2022 respectively, assuming no change in pension age to 67 years of age in 2021.  [19582/17]

02/05/2017WRCC00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
538 and 539 together.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provided that State pension age would be in-
creased gradually (over a 14 year period) to 68 years.  This process began in January 2014 with 
the abolition of the State pension transition (SPT) which was available at age 65 for those who 
satisfied the qualifying conditions.  This change standardised State pension age for all at 66 
years. This will increase to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028.  

The cost of the SPT in 2013 (the last full year of its operation) was €137 million.  A detailed 
estimate was carried out last year by my Department of the net cost of re-introducing the SPT.  
This cost was based on the costs involved at the time of the abolition of the SPT and used 
population projection data for the coming years.  Based on those estimates but adjusting for the 
costs of the increases in the weekly rates of pensions in 2016 and 2017, these costs have been 
revised as follows: 

Year Estimated full year cost
2018 €84 million
2019 €84 million
2020 €87 million
This revised costing do not take account of:

- The costs of any potential increases in the weekly rates of pensions or payment of a Christ-
mas Bonus over the period;

- The incidence, if any, of higher labour force participation by 65 year olds in the years in 
question.

- The impact of increases in State pension age, scheduled for 2021 and 2028

Social welfare legislation requires that an Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund 
(SIF) be carried out every five years.  Such a Review is currently underway with the Report 
required to be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in mid-August next.  The Review will 
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examine the “health” of the SIF including projecting income and expenditure of the SIF over 
the period out to 2071.  An important component of this work will be quantifying the impact of 
the changes in the pension age in 2021 and 2028 based on the most up to date demographic and 
economic projections.  This information, when available, will assist the Department to estimate 
(1) the cost of extending entitlement to the SPT to age 66 in 2021 and 2022 and (2) to estimate 
the cost of SPT in 2021 and 2022 if there was no change in the pension age in 2021 as requested 
by the Deputy.  It should be noted that both such approaches would involve very significant 
costs to the SIF.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 540 withdrawn.

02/05/2017WRCC00950Foster Care

02/05/2017WRCC01000541. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the 
suggestion that foster carers should be granted some acknowledgement under the social welfare 
benefit system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19661/17]

02/05/2017WRCC01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Foster care allowances are pay-
able by the Child and Family Agency, Túsla, which falls under the remit of the Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs. However, it is the case that my Department provides a number 
of supports for foster carers subject to satisfying the usual conditions for receipt of these pay-
ments. These include:

 - Monthly child benefit in respect of the foster child,

 - A weekly increase - €29.80 - for a qualified child (which can include a foster child) where 
the foster parent or his or her spouse/partner is in receipt of a weekly income support from my 
Department and

 - Family Income Supplement where the foster child is a qualified child for the purposes of 
the scheme and the foster family qualify for a payment.   

In addition, social welfare legislation provides that foster care allowances paid by Túsla are 
not taken into account in assessing the means of any weekly social assistance payments.

I also understand that Foster Care Allowances are not liable to income tax.

I hope that this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCC01200Disability Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRCC01300542. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19679/17]

02/05/2017WRCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
I confirm that an application from this lady for disability allowance (DA) was received by my 
Department on 27 January 2017.

The application has been referred to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for a report on the 
person’s means and circumstances.  Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, 
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a decision will be made on the application and the person concerned will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCC01500Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRCC01600543. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
domiciliary care allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19682/17]

02/05/2017WRCC01700544. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
appeal for domiciliary care by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19683/17]

02/05/2017WRCC01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
543 and 544 together. 

  I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the 
person concerned took place on 13  April 2017 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering 
the appeal in the light of all of the evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hear-
ing.  The person concerned will be notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal 
has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCC01900Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

02/05/2017WRCC02000545. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason community 
employment supervisors were treated differently from CDP workers that were employed by 
community projects in relation to their pension entitlements. [19686/17]

02/05/2017WRCC02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) 
supervisors are employees of private companies in the community and voluntary sector. In the 
circumstances, the State is not responsible for funding pension arrangements for such employ-
ees even where the companies in question are reliant on State funding. It is open to individuals 
to make provision for a pension by way of PRSA which all employers are obliged to facilitate. 

Nevertheless, the Deputy should note that the issue of CE supervisors’ pension provision is 
currently being examined by a Community Sector High Level Forum, under the auspices and 
chairmanship of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  My Department is repre-
sented on this group, as are IMPACT and SIPTU, the Department of Environment and Pobal.  
The provision of State funding for a pension scheme could impact on employees of other com-
panies in the community and voluntary sector who are funded to a greater or lesser extent by the 
State and this is part of the ongoing considerations.  The Forum last met on 7 April, 2017 and I 
understand their work is on-going. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/05/2017WRCC02200Social Welfare Fraud Investigations

02/05/2017WRCC02300546. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of the 
new special investigation unit for welfare fraud; if it will ultimately yield a cost savings; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19696/17]

02/05/2017WRCC02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Special Investigations Unit 
(SIU) has been an integral part of my Department’s overall strategy to investigate and combat 
social welfare fraud for a number of years and, in its current form, since 2010.  The exclusive 
function of the SIU is to investigate and report on social welfare fraud.  The total number of 
staff, including management, is currently 106 of which 15 are seconded officers from An Garda 
Síochána.  The administrative costs associated with the SIU’s operations are offset by savings 
achieved from the prevention and detection of fraud through investigations undertaken.  

The table summarises the costs of the SIU’s operation and the savings and overpayments re-
corded over the period 2013 to 2016.  The staffing and other costs are based on the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform’s framework to estimate civil service staffing and associated 
costs of operations and they include the costs of the seconded personnel. 

If you require any further details on this please do not hesitate to contact my office. 

TABLE: SIU costs and savings achieved 2013-2016

Year Staff, overheads and associ-
ated costs

Savings and overpayments 
from investigations* 

2017 €7.6 million (estimate for 
year) 

€75.0 million (target for 
year)

2016 €7.6 million €70.6 million
2015 €7.5 million €69.4 million
2014 €6.0 million €68.1 million
2013 €6.4 million €73.5 million
*    Arising from reductions in the rate of future payments made and terminations of scheme 

payments following investigations.

02/05/2017WRCC02500Social Welfare Overpayments

02/05/2017WRCC02600547. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of control 
related reviews undertaken in 2016; and the number of cases in which an overpayment was 
identified. [19750/17]

02/05/2017WRCC02700548. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection if the figure of €468 mil-
lion in control savings published by his Department in November 2016 includes savings which 
arose due to error by his Department due to error by the claimant and due to fraud; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [19751/17]

02/05/2017WRCC02800549. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the total value of over-
payments in 2016 as a percentage of total departmental expenditure. [19752/17]

02/05/2017WRCC02900550. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of cases in 
which an overpayment arose due to error by his Department, due to error by the claimant, in es-
tate cases and due to fraud in each of the years 2014 to 2016; and the value of each.  [19753/17]
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02/05/2017WRCC03000551. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the total value of over-
payments recovered as a result of error by his Department, due to error by the claimant, in estate 
cases and due to fraud for each of the years 2011 to 2016.  [19754/17]

02/05/2017WRCC03100557. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the total savings aris-
ing from the detection of social welfare fraud as opposed to control measures in each of the past 
three years; the basis upon which these savings are calculated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19773/17]

02/05/2017WRCC03200565. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of cases 
of suspected fraud uncovered by his Department in each of the past five years; the number of 
cases of suspected fraud referred to the Garda; the number of overpayments due to departmental 
error; the number of overpayments due to other reasons; the amount of money involved in each 
relevant category, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19840/17]

02/05/2017WRCC03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
547 to 551, inclusive, 557 and 565 together.

Nearly 950,000 entitlement reviews and investigations were conducted across the Depart-
ment’s schemes in 2016.  These reviews yielded €506 million in control savings for the year.  
Reviews and investigations of entitlements are conducted by social welfare staff, social welfare 
inspectors and inspectors assigned to the Special Investigations Unit and a combination of 
desk-based assessment of entitlements, direct enquiries with recipients of social welfare pay-
ments, site and employer visits and face-to-face interviews are used. 

The value of savings recorded by staff for the year 2016 was €506m.  Savings are calculated 
when a social welfare claim is reduced in value or terminated following a review or inves-
tigation initiated by the Department.  Control savings do not include any element where the 
customer voluntarily told the Department of changes in their means or circumstances which 
resulted in a reduction in the rate of payment or termination of the claim.  Departmental error 
cases are also excluded from the savings figure.

The basis of the savings calculated is scheme specific.  The nature of the scheme is taken 
into account - in particular whether it is short-term (e.g. jobseeker’s benefit or supplementary 
welfare allowance) or more long-term (e.g. State Pension Contributory/Non-Contributory).  
Also taken into account is the length of time a person who has a claim reduced or terminated is 
expected to remain off a particular scheme or at the reduced rate of payment. 

A breakdown of the figure across social welfare schemes is set out in table 1. 

Table 1:  Savings recorded by social welfare scheme 2016

Scheme Savings Recorded Scheme Savings Recorded 
Jobseekers Allow-
ance & Benefit

€172m Disability, Invalidity 
and Illness

€45m

Pensions and house-
hold benefits

€60m One parent family 
payments

€77m

Carer’s Allowance & 
Benefit

€9m Child Benefit €69m

Family Income 
Supplement

€42m Supplementary Wel-
fare Allowance

€26m

Employer inspec-
tions/reviews 

€6m TOTAL €506m
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The Department raised €110m in overpayments in 2016 of which €41m related to customer 
fraud – further information on this is set out in tables 2 and 3.  Total expenditure on the Depart-
ment’s programmes and schemes in 2016 was €19.2 billion.  Overpayments as a percentage of 
total programmes expenditure was, therefore, of the order of 0.5%.  The value of overpayment 
recovered from customers for the years 2011 to 2016 is set out in table 4. 

Table 2:    Value of overpayments recorded by category: 2011 to 2016

- 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
 - €m €m €m €m €m €m
Customer 
Fraud

€41.0 €49.0 €52.5 €61.9 €41.0 €34.9

Depart-
mental 
Error

€  2.3 €  2.9 €  5.0 €  6.7 €  7.6 €  5.5

Customer 
error

€46.7 €46.0 €49.8 €43.6 €35.8 €40.5

Estate 
cases 

€20.0 €17.4 €17.1 €15.0 €12.6 €11.5

Total €110.0 €115.3 €124.4 €127.2 €97.0 €92.4
Table 3:    Number of overpayments recorded by category: 2011 to 2016

- 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
Customer 
Fraud

16,225 21,407 27,437 27,489 20,700 20,585

Depart-
mental 
Error

4,965 4,157 6,044 7,056 5,000 6,062

Customer 
error

54,674 55,536 56,975 49,693 40,800 36,292

Estate 615 499 477 464 413 371
Total 76,479 81,599 90,933 84,702 66,913 63,310
Table 4:    Value of overpayments recovered: 2011 to 2016

- 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
 - €m €m €m €m €m €m
Sums Re-
covered

82.0 82.5 86.3 70.7 53.4 51.5

The number of complaints referred to An Garda Síochána for prosecution under the Crimi-
nal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act 2001following consideration by the Department is 
set out in table 5.  

Table 5:    Cases referred to An Garda Síochána for prosecution: 2012 to 2016

2016 2015 2014 2013 2012
160 151 115 68 84
I hope this clarifies the matters for the Deputies.

02/05/2017WRCC03400Social Welfare Overpayments
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02/05/2017WRCC03500552. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of appeals to 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office which concerned an overpayment in 2016; and the number 
of these which were successful.  [19755/17]

02/05/2017WRCC03600553. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of appeals to 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office which concerned an overpayment which arose due to fraud 
in 2016; and the number of these which were successful.  [19756/17]

02/05/2017WRCC03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
552 and 553 together.

I am advised by the Chief Appeals Officer that statistics on the number of appeals received 
in the Social Welfare Appeals Office during 2016 which concerned an overpayment are not 
maintained on the appeals system. However, the following table provides details of the number 
of appeals concerning overpayments which were determined by Appeals Officers during 2016 
and the outcome of those appeals. 

It should be noted that the figures provided do not reflect decisions which were revised by 
Deciding Officers of the Department in favour of the appellant as part of the appeal process as 
a statistical breakdown of such revised decisions to this level of detail is not available. 

When an appeal is registered in the Social Welfare Appeals Office it is recorded by scheme 
type. It is only at the end of the appeal process, when an Appeals Officer has determined the 
appeal and is recording the decision on the appeals system, that the particular issue code(s), for 
example that it relates to an overpayment, is recorded.

Similarly, I am advised by the Chief Appeals Officer that it is not possible to provide the 
requested statistics concerning appeals of overpayment decisions which arose due to fraud in 
2016 as this level of detail is not maintained on the appeals system. 

Table: Overpayments - Appeals finalised by Appeals Officers in 2016

Scheme Allowed Partially Al-
lowed

Disallowed Total

Blind Pension 0 1 0 1
Carer’s Allow-
ance

23 4 12 39

Disability Al-
lowance

31 26 41 98

Illness Benefit 23 1 22 46
Deserted Wife’s 
Benefit

2 0 2 4

Farm Assist 1 4 4 9
Family Income 
Supplement

16 6 5 27

Invalidity Pen-
sion

6 4 7 17

Jobseeker’s 
Transitional

2 1 1 4

State Pension 
(Contributory)

7 7 11 25
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Scheme Allowed Partially Al-
lowed

Disallowed Total

State Pension 
(Non-Contribu-
tory)

7 12 29 48

Injury Benefit 0 0 2 2
One Parent 
Family Payment

8 8 9 25

Jobseeker’s 
allowance 
(Means)

23 12 16 51

Respite Care 
Grant

1 0 0 1

Supplementary 
Welfare Allow-
ance

0 0 1 1

Jobseeker’ Al-
lowance

95 31 74 200

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

20 2 13 35

Survivor’s Pen-
sion (Contribu-
tory)

4 1 2 7

Survivor’s 
Pension (Non-
Contributory)

0 0 2 2

TOTAL 269 120 253 642

02/05/2017WRCC03800Disability Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRCC03900554. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for disability allowance by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19765/17]

02/05/2017WRCC04000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm that my Department received an application for disability allowance from this lady on 
12 April 2017. On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a deci-
sion will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRDDDD00200Departmental Expenditure

02/05/2017WRDDDD00300555. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of his anti-
fraud publicity campaign. [19770/17]
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02/05/2017WRDDDD00400556. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the savings targets 
for his anti-fraud campaign. [19772/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD00500570. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection the funding allocated 
to the publicity campaign to tackle welfare fraud launched on 18 April 2017; the timeline of this 
particular campaign; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19993/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD00600600. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost to his Depart-
ment of the recently launched welfare fraud campaign, including all costs for public advertising 
related to the campaign. [20472/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
555, 556, 570 and 600 together.

The Department administers over 70 separate schemes and services, which affect the lives 
of almost every person in the State.  In 2016, some 1.7 million applications for benefit, assis-
tance and access to schemes were received and processed and over 82 million individual pay-
ments were made to people across all age groups and to employers.  The scale of its operations 
and expenditure demand that a robust and integrated range of control and anti-fraud measures 
are in place.  Measures to prevent and detect fraud and enhance controls across the Depart-
ment’s various schemes are set out in the Compliance and Anti-Fraud Strategy which covers 
the period 2014 – 2018. 

In 2016, the Department achieved overall savings of €506m as a result of control and anti-
fraud measures.  This reflects nearly 950,000 reviews of individual claims undertaken by the 
Department last year to determine on-going entitlements. 

The “Welfare cheats cheat us all” publicity campaign is designed to:

 - Promote discussion on the topic of social welfare fraud and challenge the perceptions of 
those who see it as a victimless crime;

 - Encourage reporting of suspected/known social welfare fraud.  The “direct marketing” 
element of the campaign appeals to the public to report fraud and makes is easier for them to 
do so.  It also affords an opportunity to increase awareness of the Department’s fraud reporting 
contact numbers and online reporting options;

 - Demonstrate that the Government and Department takes the issue of social welfare fraud 
very seriously and that it will investigate and prosecute, where this is found to be warranted; 
and

 - Demonstrate that the Department is very conscious of its obligations, as one of the largest 
spending Departments in the State, and the importance of protecting the integrity of the social 
welfare system.  

The delivery of the campaign will achieve a balance of coverage across all demographics 
and regions and incorporate print, national and regional radio stations, digital and outdoor ad-
vertising.  The national and regional radio, print and outdoor advertising will run for a period 
of two weeks, with a longer timeframe of 4 to 6 weeks for digital/online advertising.  The cost 
of the advertising campaign is €165,988 excluding VAT.  It includes all design and advertising 
costs associated with the campaign (print advertising, national and regional radio advertising, 
outdoor and online/digital advertising).  No additional costs arise in staff resources, website 
development or the provision of the telephone reporting facility.

The Department has set no specific savings targets for this campaign.  An overall savings 
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target of €510 million has been set for 2017 and additional reporting from members of the 
public will support the Department in achieving this target.  Some 500 reports were received in 
the first week after I launched the campaign on 18th April.  This represents more than double 
the number of reports received in the same week in 2016 and a 70% increase in the number 
received in the first week of April this year.  

  Question No. 557 answered with Question No. 547.

02/05/2017WRDDDD00900Disability Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRDDDD00950558. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for disability allowance by a person (details supplied); and if changes have been 
made to the means test to allow the person to qualify. [19777/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The application for disability allowance (DA) from this gentleman was refused as he was 
deemed to have means in excess of the statutory limit for his circumstances. 

The person in question appealed this decision to the social welfare appeals office.  Follow-
ing due consideration, the appeal was disallowed by an appeals officer (AO).  The decision of 
an AO is final and conclusive in absence of any fresh facts or evidence.  

Any changes to the disability allowance means assessment would have to be considered in 
the overall policy and budgetary context.  In this regard, there are currently no plans to change 
the means assessment in relation to the assessment of private pensions.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRDDDD01100Social Welfare Fraud Investigations

02/05/2017WRDDDD01200559. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of al-
legations of social welfare fraud recorded by his Department in each of the years from 2006 
to 2016; the number of investigations that arose out of those allegations in each of the years 
from 2006 to 2016; the number of cases of allegations of welfare fraud that were investigated 
and found to have been instances of welfare fraud in each of the years from 2006 to 2016; the 
number of cases of allegations of welfare fraud that were not instances of welfare fraud in 
each of the years 2006 to 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19794/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Reports from members of the 
public on their suspicions of social welfare fraud or wrongdoing are an important element in 
my Department’s overall efforts to prevent and detect fraudulent activity.  Welfare fraud can be 
reported in a variety of ways.  The  Department provides a dedicated service on its website to 
enable reports to be made.  A concerned member of the public can also write to the Department 
or telephone with information.

The highest proportion of reports processed in recent years relate to jobseekers payments, 
supplementary welfare allowance and one parent family payments highlighting suspicions 
about suspected cases of working and claiming, co-habitation and non-residency. 

The Department is not able to make use of all the information it receives.  This is often the 
case where insufficient information is provided to identify a person or the person might not be 
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in receipt of a social welfare payment.  In addition, there are many situations where the infor-
mation provided about a person may not constitute fraud and may already be known or may be 
permitted under the terms of a particular scheme.

The number of allegations of social welfare fraud recorded as received in the Department 
in each of the years from 2006 to 2016 and the number referred for investigation is set out in 
the table. 

TABLE: Reports of suspected social welfare fraud from members of the public re-
ceived and referred for investigation 2006-2016

Year Reports Received Of reports received – num-
ber referred for investigation 

2006* 580 Data not compiled
2007* 604
2008* 1,044
2009 6,429
2010 12,648 9,958
2011 16,917 12,881
2012 23,868 18,306
2013 20,120 15,431
2014 18,866 14,882
2015 16,456 11,685
2016 18,744 15,162
*  Data for 2006 to 2008 was not compiled in the same manner as in later years.

Each report receives a preliminary examination for relevance and to identify the persons 
concerned and if they are in receipt of a social welfare payment.  Where a person can be identi-
fied and sufficient information is provided to warrant a further examination, the report is re-
ferred to the relevant scheme area in the Department, to a Social Welfare Inspector for further 
investigation or to the Special Investigations Unit for more serious allegations.  A payment is 
not suspended or stopped on the basis of the report received – instead this happens when evi-
dence of wrong-doing has been ascertained by the appropriate scheme area.   

All reports are received on an anonymous and confidential basis.  To preserve the integrity 
of the public’s reporting system, the Department does not track the outcome of the individual 
allegations of wrongdoing received.  However, internal assurance checks by the Department 
indicates that around 1 in 3 reports received results in the payments being made to individuals 
being reduced or terminated.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/05/2017WRDDDD01400Social Welfare Fraud

02/05/2017WRDDDD01500560. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of cases 
of persons using makeup in order to claim welfare payments illegally in each of the years 2006 
to 2016 respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19795/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD01600561. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of cases 
of people using false beards in order to claim welfare payments illegally in each of the years 
2006 to 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19796/17]
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02/05/2017WRDDDD01700562. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection the manner by 
which the use of a false beard in order to claim a welfare payment illegally is officially recorded 
by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19797/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD01800571. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of cases 
in 2016 in which persons have been detected using disguises to impersonate others and fraudu-
lently claim social welfare payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19994/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD01900599. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons re-
ported and charged with making fraudulent claims for social protection payments by disguising 
their identity with beards or makeup; and the number of these alleged frauds that were reported 
to An Garda Síochána for each of the years 2014 to 2016. [20471/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
560 to 562, inclusive, 571 and 599 together.

As part of the rollout of the Public Services Card (PSC), my Department introduced facial 
recognition software in March 2013 to support its efforts to combat identity fraud and imper-
sonation.  This software is used to ensure that multiple or fraudulent identities can be detected at 
the point where a person registers for a personal public services number (PPSN) or a PSC.  The 
software utilises a biometric template of a human face digitised from a photograph.  The system 
identifies a person by measuring certain structural features of their face and comparing these 
with other identity records maintained by the Department.  Every new photograph captured by 
the PSC process is compared with all other photographs on the database.  This ensures that an 
individual has not already been registered for a PSC using a different identity.  

Where there is suspicion that a person has attempted to gain a PSC where a Card has already 
been issued to a person matching the same facial profile, the matter is referred to the Depart-
ment’s Special Investigations Unit (SIU) to make further enquiries and to refer the matter to An 
Garda Síochána for investigation and prosecution under the Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud 
Offences) Act 2001, as appropriate.   

The Deputies should note that as of 25 April 2017, 155 suspected cases of identify fraud 
have been referred to the SIU and/or An Garda Síochána.  These cases are at various stages of 
investigation.  Successful prosecutions have been finalised in court in 21 cases, with 18 people 
receiving custodial sentences. 

02/05/2017WRDDDD02100Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRDDDD02200563. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if a domiciliary care al-
lowance can be expedited for a person (details supplied).  [19801/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD02300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This lady applied for domiciliary care allowance in respect of her child on the 9th October 
2015.  The application was not allowed as it was considered that the child did not meet the 
eligibility criteria for the allowance.  A letter issued on 6th January 2016 outlining the decision 
in this case.

An appeal was lodged against this decision and as part of that appeal process, a review of 
the decision was undertaken by a deciding officer who upheld the original decision.  The ap-
plication was forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) for the appeal to be 
processed and she was advised on the 21st June 2016 that the appeal against the decision had 
not been allowed. 
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A request for a further review of the original decision along with additional information on 
this child’s condition/care needs was received on 10th February 2017.  This has been forwarded 
to a Medical Assessor for their professional opinion.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s 
opinion, the case will be further examined by a deciding officer, who will revise the original 
decision if warranted.  In the interest of fairness to all claimants, reviews are processed in date 
of receipt order.  Currently, it can take up to 14 weeks to complete a review.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRDDDD02400Treatment Benefit Scheme

02/05/2017WRDDDD02500564. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a contribution 
towards the costs of a hearing aid under the treatment benefit scheme will be given to a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19807/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned is quali-
fied for treatment benefits and will be entitled to a contribution towards the cost of a hearing aid.  
An application form for this benefit has not yet been received from him, but can be obtained 
from any audiologist.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. If you require any further assistance on this 
query please do not hesitate to contact my office. 

  Question No. 565 answered with Question No. 547.

02/05/2017WRDDDD02750Social Welfare Payments Administration

02/05/2017WRDDDD02800566. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Social Protection the legislation in place 
in 1984 regarding married women signing for credits.  [19934/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand the Deputy’s ques-
tion relates to the position of married women signing for credits in 1984.

The purpose of PRSI credits is to secure the social welfare benefits and pensions of PRSI 
contributors by covering gaps in insurance on the occasions where they are not in a position to 
make contributions, e.g. periods of unemployment, illness etc. 

The Social Welfare (Contributions) Regulations 1953 (S.I. No. 5 of 1953) (as amended) was 
the relevant Statutory Instrument governing PRSI contributions in 1984.  These Regulations 
were superseded by the Social Welfare (Consolidated Contributions and Insurability) Regula-
tions 1996 (S.I.No.312 of 1996).  The 1953 Regulations did not prevent married women from 
signing for credits.

Credits would generally only have been available to persons who were available for and 
genuinely seeking full-time work.

If there is a particular case which relates to the Deputy’s question, he could provide details 
to my Department who will investigate the issue.

02/05/2017WRDDDD03000Disability Allowance Applications
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02/05/2017WRDDDD03100567. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); and if he will expedite the 
response or provide an oral hearing. [19941/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD03200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Following a review of the entitlement to disability allowance (DA) of this lady, payment stopped 
as she was deemed to have means in excess of the statutory limit. Notification of this decision 
issued to her on 22 February 2017.  She was also advised of her right to seek a review and/or 
appeal that decision. To date no such request has been received.

DA is a means tested scheme and the way means are assessed is laid down in social welfare 
legislation.  In summary any income, with some exceptions, belonging to the person and his/
her spouse, partner or co-habitant is assessable as means for disability allowance purposes.  It is 
the nature of means tested schemes that there is no entitlement to a payment once means exceed 
a given amount.  There is no discretion allowed as deciding officers are obliged to follow the 
legislation when assessing means. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRDDDD03300Disability Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRDDDD03400568. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a disabil-
ity allowance for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19946/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD03500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm that my Department received an application for disability allowance from this gentle-
man on 21 March 2017.  On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the 
claim a decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRDDDD03600Social Welfare Appeals

02/05/2017WRDDDD03700569. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the rel-
evant papers requested for an appeal lodged on 22 November 2016 have not been forwarded to 
the appeals office despite numerous requests for same; the reason for his Department’s delay 
in making a submission to the appeals office; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[19975/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The appeal of the person in ques-
tion was delayed due to an administrative oversight.  However this has now been rectified and 
the file has been sent Social Welfare Independent Appeals office. The delay in processing this 
appeal is regretted.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 570 answered with Question No. 555.
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Question No. 571 answered with Question No. 560.

02/05/2017WRDDDD04000Social Welfare Fraud

02/05/2017WRDDDD04100572. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of fraud 
reports received by his Department in 2016; the number of these reports which resulted in social 
welfare payments being ceased; the number of these cases in which prosecutions for fraud were 
brought against persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19995/17]

02/05/2017WRDDDD04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Reports from members of the 
public on their suspicions of social welfare fraud or wrongdoing are an important element in the 
efforts to prevent and detect fraudulent activity.  Welfare fraud can be reported in a variety of 
ways.  The Department provides a dedicated service on its website to enable reports to be made.  

In 2016, 18,744 reports were received and of these, 15,162 were referred for further in-
vestigation.  The highest proportion of reports processed in recent years relate to jobseekers 
payments, supplementary welfare allowance and one parent family payments highlighting sus-
picions about suspected cases of working and claiming, co-habitation and non-residency. 

Each report receives a preliminary examination for relevance and to identify the persons 
concerned and if they are in receipt of a social welfare payment.  Where a person can be identi-
fied and sufficient information is provided to warrant a further examination, the report is re-
ferred to the relevant scheme area in the Department, directly to a Social Welfare Inspector, or 
to the Special Investigations Unit for more serious allegations.  A payment is not suspended or 
stopped on the basis of the report received but when evidence of wrong-doing has been ascer-
tained by the appropriate scheme area.

All reports are received on an anonymous and confidential basis.  To preserve the integrity 
of the public’s reporting system, the Department does not track the outcome of the individual 
allegations of wrongdoing received or any review or investigation.  Therefore, it is not possible 
to say how many of the cases reported are subsequently prosecuted.  

02/05/2017WREE00200Social Welfare Appeals Status

02/05/2017WREE00300573. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an appeal for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20013/17]

02/05/2017WREE00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to allow the appeal of the person 
concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE00500Community Employment Schemes Eligibility
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02/05/2017WREE00600574. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will consider 
changing the rules for participation in community employment schemes in order that persons 
55 years of age may continue to participate in a scheme until retirement if they fail to secure 
alternative employment in view of the review of community employment scheme eligibility 
criteria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20015/17]

02/05/2017WREE00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, Com-
munity Employment (CE) is a labour market activation programme which helps long-term 
unemployed people (those 12 months or more in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment) and other 
disadvantaged groups to re-enter the active workforce by breaking their experience of unem-
ployment through a return to work routine. The programme assists participants to enhance and 
develop skills which can then be used in the workplace. 

A pilot initiative was announced in December 2015 to enable those aged 62 or over to 
extend their participation beyond the standard maximum participation limits (currently set at 
6 years cumulative lifetime participation for those aged 55 or over) providing the eligibility 
conditions are met.  Participants are allowed to participate on a continuous basis up to the State 
Pension age, subject to satisfactory performance on the scheme and to annual approval by the 
Department.  The places allocated for these participants within each individual CE scheme are 
limited to 7% of each scheme’s overall budgeted places. 

Following the recent publication of my Department’s report An Analysis of the Community 
Employment Programme, I signalled my intention to review the rules governing the participa-
tion of older people on schemes.  This review will take place within the next 3 months.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE00800Fuel Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WREE00900575. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason his de-
partment failed to notify a person (details supplied) of the outcome of a review, submitted on 
16 December 2016; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the decision was made in 
February 2017; and if he will ensure that in future a person that seeks a review of a decision 
made is notified of the outcome. [20020/17]

02/05/2017WREE01000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
can confirm that this gentleman was refused an increase for fuel allowance as he did not satisfy 
the qualifying conditions. A review of this decision was requested by the Deputy. As the cir-
cumstances of this case were unusual, the deciding officer sought advice on her decision. On 
receipt of the clarification sought by the deciding officer, a decision was made and notification 
of this decision issued on 25 April 2017.Free fuel allowance is a payment under the National 
Fuel Scheme to help with the cost of heating your home during the winter months. It is paid to 
people who are dependent on long-term social welfare payments and who are unable to provide 
for their own heating needs.

A person may qualify for this allowance if they are getting disability allowance and they 
live alone or only with other people getting one of the qualifying payments who would also be 
eligible for a fuel allowance in their own right. 

As this gentleman is not living alone, he does not qualify for a fuel allowance.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/05/2017WREE01100One-Parent Family Payment Applications

02/05/2017WREE01200576. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a one parent 
family payment can be restored in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20033/17]

02/05/2017WREE01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The case of the person concerned 
is being actively reviewed at present. It is expected that a decision will issue to her imminently. 
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE01400Maternity Benefit

02/05/2017WREE01500577. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a recently 
awarded maternity benefit payment includes a dependent allowance in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20070/17]

02/05/2017WREE01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The maternity benefit payment 
awarded to the customer concerned does not include a dependent allowance, as she indicated 
on her application that she did not wish to apply for any additional allowance in respect of a 
dependent.  If the customer believes that she is entitled to such an allowance she should contact 
Maternity Benefit section directly using the contact information on the award letter she has re-
ceived, or through completing the query form available under the maternity benefit guidelines 
on the Department’s website www.welfare.ie.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE01700Social Welfare Appeals Status

02/05/2017WREE01800578. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20072/17]

02/05/2017WREE01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 22 
March 2017. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE02000Illness Benefit Applications

02/05/2017WREE02100579. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for illness benefit by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20080/17]
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02/05/2017WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm that an application from this gentleman for disability allowance (DA) was received by 
my Department on 1 March 2017.  

The application has been referred to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for a report on the 
person’s means and circumstances.  Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, 
a decision will be made on the application and the person concerned will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE02300Invalidity Pension Applications

02/05/2017WREE02400580. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for invalidity pension by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20081/17]

02/05/2017WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions. 

A claim for IP was received from the lady concerned on the 18 January 2017.  The depart-
ment is currently assessing her medical eligibility for IP and an appointment with a Department 
Medical Assessor has been arranged for the lady in question for the 08 May 2017.  She was 
notified of the appointment on the 13 April 2017.  On receipt of the completed medical report a 
decision will be made on her claim and she will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE02600Disability Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WREE02700581. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a 
person (details supplied) was refused disability allowance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20110/17]

02/05/2017WREE02800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The application for disability allowance (DA) from this gentleman was disallowed by a decid-
ing officer (DO) who decided that he did not satisfy the medical conditions for the scheme. 
Notification of this decision issued on 19 November 2016.  

Following a request for a review of this decision and following a review of all the available 
evidence, a DO upheld the original decision to disallow on medical grounds.  The outcome of 
this review was notified to the person concerned on 14 March 2017.

The person in question has lodged an appeal with the independent Social Welfare Appeals 
Office (SWAO).  All the relevant papers requested by that Office are currently being prepared 
by my department and will be submitted shortly. The SWAO will be in touch with the person in 
due course in relation to the progress of the appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/05/2017WREE02900Employment Support Services

02/05/2017WREE03000582. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons by county currently on employment schemes (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20113/17]

02/05/2017WREE03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department offers a wide 
range of employment initiatives including Community Employment (CE) and Tús which pro-
vide income support and activation supports catering for long-term unemployed jobseekers and 
those most distant from the labour market. 

The number of participants, by county, for these schemes at the end of March 2017 is pre-
sented in a tabular form. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

County CE Tús
Carlow 399 168
Cavan 320 112
Clare 470 133
Cork 1,980 707
Donegal 1,097 398
Dublin 5,053 1497
Galway 1,367 394
Kerry 998 237
Kildare 722 280
Kilkenny 436 119
Laois 306 100
Leitrim 158 88
Limerick 1,251 272
Longford 333 80
Louth 743 184
Mayo 730 286
Meath 443 269
Monaghan 396 117
Offaly 359 158
Roscommon 312 131
Sligo 465 154
Tipperary 861 364
Waterford 771 310
Westmeath 564 136
Wexford 1,018 290
Wicklow 569 278
TOTAL 22,121 7,262

02/05/2017WREE03200Disability Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WREE03300583. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an application 
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for disability allowance by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20116/17]

02/05/2017WREE03400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This lady submitted an application for disability allowance on 13 February 2017.  

The application, based upon the evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds and 
the person in question was notified in writing of this decision on 24 April 2017 and of her rights 
of review and appeal.    

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE03500Social Welfare Appeals

02/05/2017WREE03600584. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal date will 
be scheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20123/17]

02/05/2017WREE03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Offi-
cer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 11 May 2017.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE03800Maternity Benefit Applications

02/05/2017WREE03900585. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the waiting times for 
maternity benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20143/17]

02/05/2017WREE04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Maternity Benefit is paid by my 
Department to women who have made sufficient paid PRSI contributions and who are in insur-
able employment up to the first day of their maternity leave.  My Department received 45,280 
claims in 2016 and a similar number is expected this year.

The Department is currently experiencing some delays in processing claims in advance of 
their maternity leave commencement date.  As claims are processed in leave commencement 
date order it is not possible to give an accurate timeframe for the processing of individual 
claims. However, the average time to process a paper claim is 6 weeks.  Processing claims by 
leave commencement date order ensures that those whose maternity leave is imminent receive 
priority.  

While the majority of claims are ready for payment in advance of the customer commencing 
her leave, regrettably, there are a number of customers that receive their first payment up to 3 
weeks after they commence their maternity leave. 

Actions have been taken to ensure that claims are ready for payment in advance of cus-
tomers commencing their leave. Additional resources are being assigned and staff have been 
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working overtime to ensure as many claims as possible get processed and paid by their com-
mencement date. 

My Department has also recently developed a new online service at MyWelfare.ie. Custom-
ers can now apply for online Maternity Benefit using this website (www.MyWelfare.ie). This 
channel is the fastest and most convenient way to apply for Maternity Benefit and customers 
can receive a confirmation of their award of benefit, within minutes, where their claim has met 
with all the conditions of the scheme.

Availing of this claim option will ensure that the customer receives a prompt decision and 
timely payment of maternity benefit.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE04100Invalidity Pension Appeals

02/05/2017WREE04200586. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the position in rela-
tion to a social welfare appeal by a person (details supplied) which was allowed in relation to an 
application for invalidity pension; if all arrears due to this person following the award of their 
claim has been paid to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20148/17]

02/05/2017WREE04300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The lady referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from the 11 August 2016.  
Payment issued to her nominated bank account on the 09 March 2017.  Arrears due from 11 
August 2016 to 08 March 2017 (less any overlapping social welfare payment and/or outstand-
ing overpayment) issued on 30 March 2017.  The lady in question was notified of this decision 
on the 20 February 2017.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE04400Social Welfare Appeals

02/05/2017WREE04500587. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will issue 
to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20160/17]

02/05/2017WREE04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to allow the appeal of the person 
concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WREE04700Family Income Supplement Applications

02/05/2017WREE04800588. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a FIS ap-
plication by a person (details supplied). [20161/17]
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02/05/2017WREE04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) claim was registered for the person concerned on 3 April 2017.

In order to process this application, further payslips were requested from the person con-
cerned on the 26 April 2017.  On receipt of this information, the FIS claim will be processed 
without delay.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  If you require any further assistance with 
this query please do not hesitate to contact my office. 

02/05/2017WREE05000Social Insurance Fund

02/05/2017WREE05100589. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the date a tender was 
published (details supplied); the name of the body which has been appointed to carry out the 
review; and the likely date of publication of the review. [20230/17]

02/05/2017WREE05200590. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will consider the 
appointment of a qualified actuary at assistant secretary level to his Department to advise both 
his Department and the Government on pensions and related issues.  [20231/17]

02/05/2017WREE05300592. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the cre-
ation of a State actuary’s office reporting to the Houses of the Oireachtas similar in format to the 
Comptroller and Auditor General’s role or that of the UK Government’s actuary’s department 
to provide independent information and analysis.  [20233/17]

02/05/2017WREE05400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
589, 590 and 592 together.

The Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 2005 makes provision for the carrying out of ac-
tuarial reviews of the Social Insurance Fund at five yearly intervals.  Each five-yearly review 
must be completed within 5 years of the completion of the previous review and a copy of the 
report is to be laid before each House of the Oireachtas within 6 months of the completion of 
each Review.

The first Actuarial Review was completed in 2002 (with an effective date of 2000). The 
fourth Actuarial Review, as at 31 December 2015, is currently being undertaken by KPMG.  
The request for tender was published on the 31st   of October 2016.  Four tenders were received 
and after an evaluation of all tenders received, KPMG was appointed to undertake the review.  

It is expected that the Actuarial Review as at 31 December 2015 will be published and laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas by mid-August 2017.

In terms of my Department’s requirements for actuarial support, the legal requirement to 
carry out an Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund which arises at 5 yearly intervals, 
and other issues which arise including those related to pensions, have been satisfactorily met 
by the appointment of external independent actuaries.  In addition, the Department has access 
to the dedicated actuarial resources in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, with 
which the Department consults on a regular basis. I therefore do not intend to make a specific 
appointment within my Department to meet the Department’s actuarial needs.

The creation of a State actuary’s office reporting to the Houses of the Oireachtas, is, in the 
first instance, a matter for the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission, under the Houses of the 
Oireachtas Commission Act, 2003.   The provision of such a dedicated actuarial service would 
have to be take account the demands for such a service and the necessity to provide funding for 
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such a service.

02/05/2017WRFF00200Pensions Reform

02/05/2017WRFF00300591. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if he is in receipt of 
expert advice regarding the pension age; his plans to increase the pension age further than cur-
rently indicated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20232/17]

02/05/2017WRFF00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Pensions Green Paper con-
sultation process commenced in October 2007 and was completed in May 2008.  It formed the 
basis of the National Pension Framework published in 2010.  The Framework set out that the 
State pension age would increase to 66 in 2014, 67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028.  This was a response 
to increasing life expectancy, which has been well documented both in Ireland and internation-
ally, and the requirement to make the pension system sustainable while ensuring the rate of 
payment is adequate.  

More recently, the OECD report on the Review of the Irish Pension System confirmed that 
the reforms that have been introduced, including these increases in pension age, are necessary if 
we are to continue to put pension provision on a sustainable footing given increased life expec-
tancy and the increasing cost of pensions into the future.  Notably, that report commented that 
“financial sustainability is not guaranteed unless pension ages are increased beyond current 
plans in most OECD countries, including Ireland”.  

My Department participates in a number of bodies which examine this issue, notably in the 
context of the European Union, and I am very aware of developments in this area internation-
ally, where most countries recognise that increasing pension age is an important tool in main-
taining the adequacy of state pension systems. 

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provided for the necessary amendments to in-
crease the State pension age as announced in the National Pensions Framework.  It provided 
for an increase in the age for qualification for the State Pension from 66 years to 67 years from 
2021, and a further increase to 68 years from 2028.  It also discontinued the State Pension (tran-
sition) for new claimants with effect from 1 January 2014.  It is estimated that the net savings 
from this measure amount to over €80 million per annum.  As the State Pension (transition) 
could only be paid if the recipient had retired, and given such a criterion does not apply to the 
State pension (contributory), the abolition of that pension removed a significant disincentive to 
those who did not wish to retire at State pension age.  

In advance of the abolition of the State pension (transition), in 2012 an Interdepartmental 
Working and Retirement Group convened to discuss the wide range of issues impacting on the 
labour market participation of older workers, including enterprise issues and employment and 
equality law issues.  This was in order to consider cross departmental policy issues that may 
support longer working and thereby improve the sustainability and adequacy of the pensions 
system.

More recently, in January 2016, an Interdepartmental Group on Fuller Working Lives, 
chaired by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, was established specifically 
to examine the implications arising from prevailing retirement ages.  The final report of the 
Group made a number of recommendations to support working and retirement practices.  This 
included a request to the Workplace Relations Commission to prepare a Code of Practice under 
Section 42 of the Industrial Relations Act, 1990 to help manage the engagement between em-
ployers and employees regarding retirement issues and longer working.  The final report, the 
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recommendations of which were accepted by Government in August 2016, is available on the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s website.

The forthcoming independent Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund will provide 
further information regarding future pension costs.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 592 answered with Question No. 589.

02/05/2017WRFF00600State Pension (Contributory) Data

02/05/2017WRFF00700593. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
currently in receipt of the full rate of contributory State pension who have made total contribu-
tions or credits of under 900, 900 to 1,200, 1,200 to 1,500, 1,500 to 1,800 and 1,800; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20296/17]

02/05/2017WRFF00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The statistics in the format re-
quested by the Deputy are not available.  

The determining factor of a person’s qualifying rate of entitlement to state pension (contrib-
utory) is the yearly average of the number of social insurance contributions, paid and credited, 
over the person’s working life.  Maximum rate state pension (contributory) is payable where a 
yearly average of 48 or more contributions is achieved.  

The number of persons currently in receipt of maximum rate state pension (contributory), 
based on a yearly average of 48 or more contributions, is 153,310.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRFF00900Departmental Staff Recruitment

02/05/2017WRFF01000594. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection when the full com-
plement of staff will be restored for County Cavan due to a vacancy arising from the retirement 
of a person (details supplied); if no further delay will occur in filling this vacancy due to the 
importance and increasing demand for the services that are delivered by this division of his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20336/17]

02/05/2017WRFF01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department keeps staffing 
matters under constant review in order to ensure all priority vacancies are filled in a timely man-
ner and that resource allocations are balanced across the Department to meet key priorities as 
necessary.  However, as the Deputy will be aware my Department must operate within its ceil-
ing under the Employment Control Framework and accordingly not all vacancies which arise 
can be filled.  The position referred to by the Deputy is one such vacancy.  

Local Management has examined the general case/claim load distribution position in the 
Cavan Area to see how the workload can be best carried out using existing resources.  This re-
view is now completed and a decision has been taken in relation to this.  Over the coming weeks 
an additional resource will be provided to the Social Welfare Inspectorate.  

Staff in my Department in Cavan continues to ensure that the level of service being deliv-
ered to customers in County Cavan is maintained to a high standard.  
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I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRFF01200Community Employment Schemes Administration

02/05/2017WRFF01300595. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to increase the 
payments made to participants on community employment schemes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20378/17]

02/05/2017WRFF01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under Budget 2017, every Com-
munity Employment participant received an extra €5 per week with effect from 13th March 
2017 and those in receipt of an increase for a qualified adult also received an additional €3.30 
or €2.10 depending on their individual circumstances.  

As the Deputy is aware, increases to payment rates are a budgetary matter and would have 
to considered under that context.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRFF01500JobPath Implementation

02/05/2017WRFF01600596. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason unem-
ployed persons in Cashel, County Tipperary are expected to travel up to 20 miles to meet with 
their Turas Nua personal adviser at times which are not practical with local public transport 
times; the reason appointments are not available in Cashel and other towns in which there is 
a number of persons from the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20427/17]

02/05/2017WRFF01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The JobPath contracts provide 
that a customer should not have to travel more than 60 minutes in normal circumstances to at-
tend an appointment.  Where a customer has transport difficulties the JobPath Provider may 
assist the customer with travel arrangements including the reimbursement of reasonable travel 
costs.  

Turas Nua currently operates 27 full-time and 14 part-time offices throughout their oper-
ating region.  At present, 8 offices are accessible within a normal journey time of 60 minutes 
either by public transport or private motorised transport from Cashel.  

Customers from Cashel are initially referred to the Turas Nua office in Clonmel, but they do 
have the option to engage in the Turas Nua office most convenient for them.  Customers with 
concerns over public transport should first contact their Personal Adviser, who will do their best 
to schedule appointments around the transport timetables.  

The offices are based in:

- Tipperary town – 18.8km from Cashel, 17 mins by car. Additionally there is a local bus 
service called Ring a Link – http://ringalink.ie – that provides transportation between Cashel 
and Tipperary five days a week.

- Thurles – 22.3km from Cashel, 19 mins by car and 49 mins by Bernard Kavanagh & Sons 
bus

- Clonmel – 24.9km from Cashel, 29 mins by car and 45 mins by Bernard Kavanagh & Sons 
bus
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- Nenagh – 53.9km from Cashel, 54 mins by car

- Roscrea – 55.5km from Cashel, 52 mins by car

- Dungarvan – 62.2km from Cashel, 55 mins by car

- Kilkenny – 62.4km from Cashel, 52 mins by car

- Portlaoise – 77.4km from Cashel, 47 mins by car

Customers claiming their jobseekers payment from Cashel Branch Office are currently be-
ing referred to JobPath at a rate of 6 per week.  In total 245 jobseekers from Cashel and the 
surrounding areas are engaged with the service.  Given the number of options available to cus-
tomers in the region, there is no current requirement for a separate Turas Nua office in Cashel.  

Towards the end of 2016 my Department commissioned an independent survey to assess 
customer satisfaction with the service provided by both JobPath companies.  Turas Nua scored 
4.37 out of 5 for ease of travel to their offices.  This survey is available on my department’s 
website at – http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/JobPath-performance-report-January-2017.
pdf.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRFF01800Disability Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRFF01900597. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the delay 
in arranging an interview with a social welfare inspector for a person (details supplied) regard-
ing their application for disability allowance; if this appointment can be expedited; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20436/17]

02/05/2017WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This gentleman submitted an application for disability allowance on 15 December 2016.  

The application was forwarded to a social welfare inspector in order to establish the means 
available to the person.  The inspector requested documentation from the person in question 
on 24 March 2017.  The information requested has not been received to date.  The inspector 
forwarded his/her report to the deciding officer on 26 April 2017. 

The application was refused as my department were unable to determine eligibility on means 
grounds and he did not satisfy the medical condition for the scheme.  He was notified in writing 
of this decision on 26 April 2017 and of his rights of review and appeal.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRFF02100Community Employment Schemes Data

02/05/2017WRFF02200598. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
community employment projects currently in operation in each county, in tabular form; the 
number of community employment supervisors and assistant supervisors; the number commu-
nity employment participants on these projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20459/17]

02/05/2017WRFF02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The number of Community Em-
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ployment (CE) scheme projects currently in operation in each county, including the number of 
CE supervisors, assistant supervisors and participants, as at the end of March 2017 are  set out 
in tabular form.

County No. of Projects Supervisors Assistant Super-
visors

Current Partici-
pants

Carlow 15 20 4 399
Cavan 12 13 4 320
Clare 25 27 7 470
Cork 82 102 8 1,980
Donegal 50 55 4 1,097
Dublin 225 284 95 5,053
Galway 66 70 14 1,367
Kerry 45 46 4 998
Kildare 24 31 8 722
Kilkenny 16 19 7 436
Laois 14 15 306
Leitrim 7 7 1 158
Limerick 51 65 11 1,251
Longford 14 17 2 333
Louth 25 30 13 743
Mayo 34 36 10 730
Meath 16 20 7 443
Monaghan 11 14 5 396
Offaly 16 16 5 359
Roscommon 16 18 312
Sligo 20 29 2 465
Tipperary 47 48 9 861
Waterford 36 39 9 771
Westmeath 20 24 9 564
Wexford 44 54 9 1,018
Wicklow 22 30 4 569
Totals 953 1,129 251 22,121
I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 599 answered with Question No. 560.  

  Question No. 600 answered with Question No. 555.

02/05/2017WRFF02700Departmental Records

02/05/2017WRFF02800601. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the way in 
which the ERIN recording system calculates data and its potential to record individual claims 
numerous times thereby misrepresenting the figures; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20473/17]

02/05/2017WRFF02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The ERIN system in the Depart-
ment is an integrated file tracking system that is used by staff in offices to pinpoint the loca-
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tion of a paper based case file at any given time, i.e. throughout its life cycle from creation to 
finalisation.  

The system records and monitors the progress of the case file as it is assigned for action 
across the office network and to individual investigators.  

When a case is assigned to an individual investigator, the officer assigns the case file to 
themselves on the ERIN system upon receipt of the paper file.  When they have completed 
all necessary tasks associated with the case the officer closes their assignment and enters the 
onward destination in the Department where the case is being forwarded to for the next ac-
tion.  The paper file used would be transferred to the relevant office in parallel and the process 
repeated.  

Given the use of the ERIN system for file tracking, the records included on it are reflective 
of the transactions that occur in the Department on the file journey that is required to process a 
case or claim.  

The ERIN system is being phased out of operational use in the Department over the course 
of 2017 as use of paper based files is being discontinued.  

02/05/2017WRFF03000Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRFF03100602. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
refusal of a domiciliary allowance application by a person (details supplied); if he will review 
this application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20480/17]

02/05/2017WRFF03200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This gentleman submitted an application for disability allowance on 10 January 2017.  

The application, based upon the evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds and 
the person in question was notified in writing of this decision on 3 March 2017 and of his rights 
of review and appeal.  No request for review or appeal was received.  

If the person in question believes they may qualify, it is open to him to reapply by complet-
ing and submitting to the Department the relevant application form (DA1).  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRFF03300Family Income Supplement Applications

02/05/2017WRFF03400603. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an application 
for family income supplement by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20481/17]

02/05/2017WRFF03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) claim was registered for the person concerned on the 25th April 2017.  

All FIS application forms are registered on the day of receipt.  

This claim has not been processed to date but when processed, the person concerned will 
be notified.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  
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02/05/2017WRFF03600Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

02/05/2017WRFF03700604. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an emergency 
payment can be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20488/17]

02/05/2017WRFF03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application form has been 
sent to the person concerned to facilitate such an application being made.  She should complete 
this and present with it at her local community welfare service office in Maynooth.  

I know you have been in touch with Philip in my office on this case.  He will continue to be 
available to assist further if needed.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRFF03900Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

02/05/2017WRFF04000605. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason not 
all rent arrears in respect of rent allowance payments for January, February and March 2017 
were not paid in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20489/17]

02/05/2017WRFF04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I refer the Deputy to Parliamen-
tary Question No 145 of 9th February 2017.  The client concerned has not, to date, submitted 
the documentation requested by the Department regarding her Rent Supplement claim.  On 
receipt of same, the client’s entitlement will be re-assessed.  

The client concerned is currently in receipt of their maximum entitlement to Rent Supple-
ment in line with legislation.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

02/05/2017WRFF04200Maternity Benefit

02/05/2017WRFF04300606. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of in-
creasing the weekly maternity benefit payment by €20 for one year based on maternity leave 
uptake numbers in 2016.  [20497/17]

02/05/2017WRFF04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Maternity benefit is a payment 
made for 26 weeks to employed and self-employed pregnant women who satisfy certain pay 
related social insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions in order to avoid the need for them to 
work pre and post-delivery of their baby.  The original scheme was introduced in 1970 and was 
extended to include self-employed mothers with effect from June 1997.  

In 2016 my Department spent €255.8 million on maternity benefit and in 2017 it is esti-
mated that my Department will spend approximately €266 million, in respect of an average of 
22,000 recipients per week.  

The estimated cost of increasing maternity benefit by €20 per week for a full year would be 
approximately €22.6 million.  
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02/05/2017WRFF04500Family Income Supplement Applications

02/05/2017WRFF04600607. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a family 
income supplement, FIS, application by a person (details supplied). [20559/17]

02/05/2017WRFF04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) claim was registered for the family concerned on the 05th April 2017.  

The applicant has been awarded FIS amounting to €86.00 per week from 06th April 2017 to 
04th April 2018 and will be paid to the recipient’s bank account on 28th April 2017.

Arrears of FIS due have been issued to the claimant’s nominated bank account this week.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy

02/05/2017WRGG00200Rent Supplement Scheme Appeals

02/05/2017WRGG00300608. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will review 
upwards the rent allowance being paid to persons (details supplied); the reason the rent allow-
ance was reduced from €112 per week to €40 per week; and if their circumstances and poor 
health will be considered as part of the review. [20577/17]

02/05/2017WRGG00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 20th April 2017, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

02/05/2017WRGG00500Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRGG00600609. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a carer’s 
allowance application for a person (details supplied). [20613/17]

02/05/2017WRGG00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 20 February 2017.  
The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

02/05/2017WRGG00800Rural Social Scheme

02/05/2017WRGG00900610. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection when his Department 
will appoint a supervisor for the Portumna and Woodford area of south Galway (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20656/17]
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02/05/2017WRGG01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, I have 
allocated an additional 500 places on the rural social scheme (RSS) as part of the social welfare 
budget package for 2017.  The additional RSS places have been allocated with effect from 1st 
February 2017 to the 35 Local Development Companies (LDCs) and Údarás Na Gaeltachta, 
who deliver and administer the scheme on behalf of my Department.  

The recruitment of participants and supervisors is a matter for each LDC as the employer of 
both the participants and supervisors.  The company referred to by the Deputy was allocated an 
additional 32 places on the RSS bringing the total number of places available in the company 
to 188.  The current number of participants on the RSS in the company is 153 and there are suf-
ficient supervisors in place for these participants.  As additional participants are recruited, the 
requirements for additional supervision will be considered.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRGG01100Employment Support Services

02/05/2017WRGG01200611. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
who goes out on Tús must do 19 hours work and a person who signs up with a company (details 
supplied) only has to complete a half day’s training a week to satisfy qualification for full social 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20658/17]

02/05/2017WRGG01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department operates a range 
of employment supports, such as Tús and JobPath, which are designed to encourage and sup-
port people who are unemployed to re-enter the labour market.  

JobPath is an activation measure which also supports people who are long-term unem-
ployed.  It helps them to secure and sustain full-time paid employment.  Participants spend 
12 months on JobPath and receive intensive individual support to help them tackle barriers to 
employment and to assist them in finding jobs.  Each person is assigned a personal adviser who 
assesses a person’s skills, experience, challenges and work goals.  The personal adviser works 
with the jobseeker to agree a personal progression plan that includes a schedule of activities, 
actions and job focused targets.  Participants are provided with a range of training and develop-
ment supports.  If the jobseeker secures employment they will continue to receive support for 
at least three months and up to twelve months while in employment. 

Tús is a community work placement initiative which provides short-term, work opportuni-
ties for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  It is designed to break the cycle of un-
employment and improve the employability and work readiness of participants.  It provides the 
participants with opportunities to put their existing skills into practise and to learn and develop 
new skills by working 19½ hours per week in their community.  

Both of these supports are designed to assist people who are long term unemployed to return 
to work and become independent of welfare support.  In general, jobseekers cannot participate 
in two schemes simultaneously.  This restriction applies to TÚS, JobPath and other schemes.  
However, if a person has completed their engagement with the one service and continues to be 
unemployed, participation on other schemes remains an option that can be considered for that 
person subject to an assessment by a departmental case officer. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRGG01400JobPath Data
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02/05/2017WRGG01500612. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of new 
jobs which have been created by JobPath in east Galway in 2015 and 2016. [20671/17]

02/05/2017WRGG01600613. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
signed up to JobPath in east Galway in 2015 and 2016. [20672/17]

02/05/2017WRGG01700616. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of Seetec 
and Turas Nua offices that have opened in 2015 and 2016 by county. [20675/17]

02/05/2017WRGG01750Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
612, 613 and 616 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the state’s Public Employment Service is managed by the 
Department and delivered directly by its own Intreo service as well as by contracted private 
companies, such as JobPath, Local Employment Service and Job Club providers.  The depart-
ment has contracts in place with 68 companies for the provision of these services (this includes 
two contracts with JobPath service providers).  The services being delivered do not create em-
ployment in themselves, rather it is the role of the staff of these services to assist and support 
jobseekers to enter / re-enter employment in the open labour market.  

The JobPath element of the service has been designed to support long-term unemployed 
people and those most at risk of becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain paid 
employment.  The service model has a number of key features, for example, every participant 
is provided with a service guarantee - a baseline level of service covering, inter-alia, frequency 
of engagement, personal progression planning, geographic accessibility and in-employment 
support.

In the case of East Galway, to date, 726 people have commenced their engagement period 
with the service.  These clients were referred to the service from the Intreo Centre in Loughrea, 
and the Social Welfare Branch Offices in Gort and Tuam.

It is important to note that jobseekers may be supported through the service for up to 30 
months - under the service jobseekers have access to a personal adviser (PA) who works with 
them over two phases.  During the first phase, of 12 months duration, the PA provides practical 
assistance in searching, preparing for, securing and sustaining employment.  The second phase 
starts if the jobseeker is successful in finding work.  During this phase the PA continues to work 
with the jobseeker for a further period of at least three months, and up to 12 months.  In addition 
to the two phases Jobseekers may also undertake training while with the service and this may 
extend the period the jobseeker is supported through the service for up to a further 6 months.  

It will take time to accumulate a sufficient number of clients (who have completed their en-
gagement period with the service) for complete and robust outcome data to be available.  How-
ever, the Department has commenced publishing reports on the performance of the service on 
a quarterly basis, with the first such report having been published on the Department’s website 
earlier this year. 

The report can be accessed on the Department’s website at - https://www.welfare.ie/en/
downloads/JobPath-performance-report-January-2017.pdf.  

It is intended to publish the next report on the department’s website within the next fortnight.

Given that only a small number of people have completed their full engagement period with 
the service these results can only be treated as indicative, nevertheless they are encouraging.

With regard to the number of JobPath service delivery locations operated by the providers: 
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currently the service is being delivered in 91 locations through a mix of full time, part time and 
outreach outlets.  The following table provides a breakdown of JobPath Service delivery loca-
tions by provider and by county.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

County Contractor Locations Total

Carlow Turas Nua Carlow 1
Cavan Seetec Cavan 1
Clare Turas Nua Ennis, Kilrush 2
Cork Turas Nua Cork City, Bandon, 

Clonakilty, Kinsale, 
Midleton, Bantry, 
Macroom,, Skib-
bereen, , Mallow, 
Fermoy

10

Donegal Seetec Buncrana, Dungloe, 
Letterkenny, Carn-
donagh, Dunfanaghy, 
Killybegs, Donegal, 
Ballyshannon

8

Dublin Seetec Amiens Street,  
Blanchardstown, 
Navan Road, Bishop 
Square, Balbriggan, 
Finglas, Ballymun, 
Dun Laoghaire, 
Clondalkin, Bal-
lyfermot, Tallaght, 
Coolock, Swords

13

Galway Seetec Galway City, 
Loughrea, Clifden, 
Tuam, Carraroe, Bal-
linasloe

6

Kerry Turas Nua Cahirciveen, Dingle, 
Kenmare, Killarney, 
Tralee, Listowel

6

Kildare Turas Nua/Seetec Naas, Athy, May-
nooth

3

Kilkenny Turas Nua Thomastown,  
Kilkenny

2

Laois Turas Nua Portlaoise 1
Leitrim Seetec Carrick-on-Shannon, 

Manorhamilton
2

Limerick Turas Nua Limerick City, New-
castlewest

2

Longford Seetec Longford 1
Louth Seetec Dundalk, Drogheda 2
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County Contractor Locations Total
Mayo Seetec Castlebar, Ballina, 

Belmullet
3

Meath Seetec Navan, Kells, Trim 3
Monaghan Seetec Monaghan, Carrick-

macross
2

Offaly Turas Nua/Seetec Tullamore, Edender-
ry, Birr

3

Roscommon Seetec Roscommon, Cas-
tlerea

2

Sligo Seetec Sligo, Tubbercurry, 2
Tipperary Turas Nua Thurles, Roscrea, 

Clonmel, Nenagh, 
Tipperary 

5

Waterford Turas Nua Waterford City, Dun-
garvan

2

Westmeath Seetec Athlone, Mullingar 2
Wexford Turas Nua Wexford, Gorey, 

New Ross, Enniscor-
thy

4

Wicklow Turas Nua Bray, Wicklow, 
Arklow

3

Total 91
 

 Question No. 614 withdrawn.  

02/05/2017WRGG01900JobPath Data

02/05/2017WRGG02000615. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost to 
have a person on JobPath for 12 months, as opposed to the estimated cost to have a person on 
Tús for 12 months. [20674/17]

02/05/2017WRGG02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As of February 2017, the esti-
mated average cost to have a person the on the Tús Initiative for twelve months was €15,373.19.  
This figure includes payments to participants and the supervisory, implementing body and other 
support costs. 

By comparison JobPath is an employment service and all the initial costs are borne by 
the companies.  The JobPath companies are paid fees based on a payment by results model.  
There are 5 fee types that can be claimed by the JobPath providers, a Registration Fee and 4 
Job Sustainment Fees, one for each period of 13 weeks, up to 52 weeks in full-time sustained 
employment.  It should be borne in mind that Job Sustainment Fees are offset by the saving in 
Jobseekers Allowance payments that would otherwise have been made.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 616 answered with Question No. 612.
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02/05/2017WRGG02300Disability Allowance Applications

02/05/2017WRGG02400617. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
delay in processing a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal which was submitted in September 2016; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20694/17]

02/05/2017WRGG02500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
I confirm that an application from this lady for disability allowance (DA) was received by my 
department on 5 September 2016.  

The application  has been  referred to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for a report on the 
person’s means and circumstances.  The inspector was in contact with person concerned on oc-
casions previously.  At the request of the person concerned, the interview has been rescheduled 
for early May.  Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, a decision will be 
made on the application and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRGG02600Social Welfare Benefits

02/05/2017WRGG02700618. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to have social 
welfare payments to be made through the post office and discourage receipt of social welfare 
payments by direct debit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20801/17]

02/05/2017WRGG02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department of Social Pro-
tection provides two main payment options for its customers: payments in cash via post offices 
or payments direct to customer accounts in financial institutions.  

The Department intends to continue to offer its clients the choice of being paid in cash at the 
post office or directly into an account in a financial institution.  In certain cases, chiefly short-
term unemployed recipients of jobseeker payments, payments are only made via post-offices.  
It is not proposed to further limit the freedom of customers to be paid directly into a financial 
institution if they so choose.  

The Department of Social Protection pays over €50m per annum to An Post under a contract 
for cash payment services to welfare customers.  This contract, which may be extended up to 
end December 2019, is very substantial in terms of its reach, value and impact.  It demonstrates, 
in a very real way, the Government’s commitment in the programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment to support the renewal of the Post Office network through a number of measures including 
the continued use of the network as a means of paying social welfare payments.  

02/05/2017WRGG02900EU Issues

02/05/2017WRGG03000619. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the fines the 
State currently pays for breach of EU law; the annual amount of each fine; the amount paid to 
date, the reason for each fine, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19648/17]

02/05/2017WRGG03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The State is not 
currently subject to any fines for breaches of EU law.  
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The responsibility for transposing EU legislation into Irish law rests with those Depart-
ments with responsibility for the policy areas covered by those measures.  In this regard, the 
Government places high priority across Departments on timely transposition of EU legislation 
to reduce the risks of financial penalties being levied.  

02/05/2017WRGG03200Irish Prisoners Abroad

02/05/2017WRGG03300620. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the actions he 
is currently taking regarding the case of a person (details supplied). [19921/17]

02/05/2017WRGG03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): This consular case 
continues to be a top priority for the Government and very substantial resources and time are 
being devoted to it.  This case has had an extraordinary degree of high-level political engage-
ment, investment in terms of person-hours, consultation with third parties worldwide, and con-
sular visits and trial monitoring.  

The Government has been doing everything possible to secure his release.  We have sup-
ported petitions for him to be returned to Ireland under Egyptian Law 140; we have appealed 
for him to be released under the Egyptian President’s ‘Youth Amnesty’ Scheme, and we have 
stressed in all contacts the humanitarian dimensions of the case as grounds under which we 
believe he should be released.  

On April 3rd, the Taoiseach once again made direct and personal contact with President el-
Sisi to renew the Government’s appeal to the Egyptian authorities to release this Irish citizen 
and return him to Ireland without delay.  This is the Government’s objective, and we are work-
ing day-in and day-out to seek to secure that outcome.  Both the Taoiseach and I maintain open 
lines of communication with our Egyptian counterparts.  

I have also been doing everything possible to build and maintain international support for 
this citizen’s cause, including through my regular contacts on the case with EU colleagues and 
counterparts, including High Representative Mogherini who has been very helpful and sup-
portive in this matter.  

The court case in which this man is accused is now moving forward.  The relatively short 
adjournment periods between recent hearings and the progress in those hearings in terms of 
witness testimony are indications of momentum in the trial process, which is to be welcomed 
after a very difficult and frustrating period of over three years.  My expectation now is that the 
trial will move towards a conclusion.  It is important that there should be no further delays in 
the process.  

President el-Sisi has discretionary powers under the Egyptian constitution and laws which 
would allow him to order the deportation of Ibrahim to Ireland.  However, he has repeatedly 
said that he cannot consider using these powers while the case remains before the courts.  Presi-
dent el-Sisi has consistently made clear to the Government that he is anxious to resolve this 
issue as soon as he can, and that he will be able to intervene in the case once the trial has ended.  

The Irish Government cannot intervene in a case that is before the courts in another juris-
diction.  What we can do, and what we are doing, is working constantly to maintain maximum 
pressure on the Egyptian Government to ensure that they are in no doubt about our wish to see 
this trial proceeds now to a conclusion and, once it is concluded, that our citizen is returned to 
Ireland without delay.  

We maintains open lines of communication with this citizen’s family and have been keeping 
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family members fully informed of all developments and updates received from the Egyptian 
authorities.  There are regular meeting between the family and senior officials from the Depart-
ment.  

I want to assure the House that we will continue to keep the pressure on Egypt until we get 
this young man home.  

02/05/2017WRGG03500Israeli Settlements

02/05/2017WRGG03600621. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 353 of 24 January 2017, if he will give consideration to the imposition 
by the State of a boycott of goods from illegal Israeli settlements in view of the customary 
obligations of non recognition and non assistance under international law (details supplied). 
[19185/17]

02/05/2017WRGG03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland and the 
European Union do not recognise as legal or provide assistance to the development of Israeli 
settlements in Palestinian territory.  We maintain very clearly the position that settlements are 
illegal, and harmful both to the Palestinian people and to the prospects for peace between Israel 
and its neighbours.  

Ireland has consistently highlighted the issue of settlements in EU and other international 
discussions, and these issues have been at the centre of my interventions at the Foreign Affairs 
Council when the Middle East Peace process is discussed.  

I was therefore also supportive of the UN Security Council’s recent call on States, in Reso-
lution 2334, to distinguish in their dealings between the territory of Israel and of the occupied 
territory.  This differentiation is something which I have argued for at EU level and, as reported 
here to the House on many occasions, the EU has taken a number of important steps in that 
regard in recent years, including in relation to product labelling and EU research funding.  

I would be open to considering in principle a proposal that the EU should exclude products 
from illegal settlements from entering the EU market.  However, the inescapable fact is that 
there is no prospect of such a proposal gaining wider support at present.  

02/05/2017WRGG03800Human Rights

02/05/2017WRGG03900622. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his 
attention has been drawn to the news from Chechnya regarding the arrest, detention and murder 
of men due to their sexuality; the steps he will take to condemn the treatment of gay men in 
Chechnya; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19240/17]

02/05/2017WRGG04000623. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to reports of large-scale attacks on and illegal detention of LGBT citizens in 
Chechnya; if his Department is investigating the reports; and if he will raise the issue with his 
Russian counterpart. [19270/17]

02/05/2017WRGG04100626. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his at-
tention has been drawn to reports of repression against gay men in Chechnya; if he has made 
representations to the Russian Federation in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19415/17]
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02/05/2017WRGG04200627. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on the 
allegation that gay men have been detained in prison camps in Chechnya; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19449/17]

02/05/2017WRGG04300630. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps he 
has taken to address the persecution of gay persons in Chechnya; if he has raised the matter with 
Russian and or Chechen representatives; and if he has brought proposals to Cabinet to provide 
refuge for persons that are suffering such persecution. [19784/17]

02/05/2017WRGG04400650. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will raise 
with the Russian Ambassador the allegations published in a newspaper (details supplied) that 
gay men are being arrested, detained, tortured and killed in the Russian Republic of Chechnya; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20847/17]

02/05/2017WRGG04500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 622, 623, 626, 627, 630 and 650 together. 

I am aware of alarming reports by international human rights organisations and in the media 
of a campaign of abduction, abuse and ill-treatment of men in the Chechen Republic on the 
basis of their sexual orientation.  If confirmed, these actions would amount to serious violations 
of fundamental human rights.  

In a statement delivered to the Seanad on my behalf by Minister Helen McEntee on 12 
April, I joined in the widespread calls for the Russian Government to urgently undertake a full 
and thorough investigation into these reports and to ensure that any individuals found to have 
committed crimes be brought to justice.  I also emphasised Russia’s international obligations to 
ensure the safety of all persons who may be at risk of persecution.  This call was reiterated by 
the Irish Ambassador to the Council of Europe at a meeting of the Council of Europe Commit-
tee of Ministers on 19 April. 

The European Union is also pressing the Russian authorities to ensure that the allegations 
are fully investigated and that those fleeing persecution are given full protection.  The EU High 
Representative Federica Mogherini raised the matter during a meeting with the Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov in Moscow on 24 April.  HR Mogherini highlighted the serious con-
cerns of the European Union and its Member states over the allegations and urged the govern-
ment to take the necessary steps to ensure that the rights of the gay community in Chechnya are 
respected, in line with Russia’s international human rights commitments.  

02/05/2017WRGG04600Departmental Staff

02/05/2017WRGG04700624. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 474 of 11 April 2017, if his Department will make or has made a 
submission to the Health Insurance Authority review of lifetime community rating in view of 
the impact on staff of the Department returning here following working abroad; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19410/17]

02/05/2017WRGG04800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm to the 
Deputy that my Department has made a formal submission to the Health Insurance Authority’s 
(HIA) review of the Lifetime Community Rating (LCR) legislation, and recently held a follow 
up meeting with HIA representatives.  

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department has responsibility for the administration of 
foreign postings for officials from all Government Departments who are assigned to serve the 
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State for periods at our Missions abroad.  The Department manages a comprehensive system 
of supports for these officials and their eligible dependents, including an international health 
insurance policy.  

The introduction of LCR legislation in 2015 has had a significant impact on the operation 
of this health insurance policy.  This is a matter of considerable concern to my Department, and 
I know to other Departments and State Agencies who assign officials for periods abroad.  As 
a result, officials from my Department have been actively engaged in seeking a solution to the 
challenges posed, including with the Department of Health, the HIA and other relevant bodies.  
We now await the outcome of the HIA’s review.  

02/05/2017WRHH00200Passport Services

02/05/2017WRHH00300625. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to 
acknowledge the many persons from the UK who have been living here for ten years or more 
who may wish to now apply for an Irish passport in view of the Brexit vote; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19412/17]

02/05/2017WRHH00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, a person must, among other things, be an Irish citizen before a passport can be issued 
to him or her.  This requirement is set out in the Passports Act, 2008, which stipulates the con-
ditions under which the Passport Service is permitted to issue passports.  Entitlement to Irish 
citizenship is in turn subject to the terms of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as 
amended.  

Any UK citizen who is also an Irish citizen may apply for a passport.  For all passport ap-
plications, the Passport Service is obliged to seek documentary evidence of the applicant’s 
entitlement to Irish citizenship.  

Where appropriate proof of Irish citizenship by birth, descent, or a post-nuptial declaration 
(discontinued from 30 November 2005) is provided, the Passport Service can proceed with an 
application.  The documentary requirements in this regard are set out on my department’s web-
site at www.dfa.ie/passport  . 

In all other cases, the Passport Service is obliged to request a Certificate of Naturalisation as 
evidence of citizenship.  Naturalisation is a matter for the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service within the Department of Justice and Equality.  

  Questions Nos. 626 and 627 answered with Question No. 622.

02/05/2017WRHH00700Human Rights

02/05/2017WRHH00800628. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that in May 2017 the human rights situation in Morocco will be ex-
amined in the framework of the Universal Periodic Review; if Ireland will take part in the ses-
sion; and if Ireland will raise Morocco’s continued violation of human rights in Western Sahara 
and its refusal to hold a referendum on independence in the country. [19535/17]

02/05/2017WRHH00900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland is partici-
pating in the 27th Universal Periodic Review which began yesterday, and will make a statement 
on the human rights situation in Morocco when it is reviewed today.  
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Ireland has consistently supported the right to self-determination of the people of Western 
Sahara.  Ireland has not taken a position on the future status of the territory, so long as that status 
is decided in a genuine exercise of self-determination.  

Ireland raised Western Sahara in the last UPR review of Morocco in 2012, recommending 
that Morocco “Give particular attention to all measures to improve the human rights situation 
in Western Sahara, in particular develop and implement independent and credible measures to 
ensure full respect for human rights and guaranteeing such basic rights as freedom of associa-
tion and expression”.  Morocco accepted Ireland’s recommendation and we look forward to 
examining the progress made since 2012 during the current UPR review process. 

02/05/2017WRHH01000Irish Prisoners Abroad

02/05/2017WRHH01100629. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to the deteriorating health of a person (details supplied); the representations 
made by his Department to the Egyptian authorities in regard to this person’s health and their 
need for medical care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19762/17]

02/05/2017WRHH01200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): This consular case 
continues to be a top priority for the Government and very substantial resources and time are 
being devoted to it.  This case has had an extraordinary degree of high-level political engage-
ment, investment in terms of person-hours, consultation with third parties worldwide, and con-
sular visits and trial monitoring.  

The Government has been doing everything possible to secure his release.  We have sup-
ported petitions for him to be returned to Ireland under Egyptian Law 140; we have appealed 
for him to be released under the Egyptian President’s ‘Youth Amnesty’ Scheme, and we have 
stressed in all contacts the humanitarian dimensions of the case as grounds under which we 
believe he should be released.  

As well as working to secure this man’s return to Ireland, our other principle objective is 
to focus on his welfare and wellbeing.  In this context, reports that his health is deteriorating 
are a matter of the utmost concern to the Government.  In light of these concerns I took the 
unprecedented step of making arrangements for an Irish medical doctor to visit this young man 
in prison in late March and to undertake an assessment of his health.  My officials in Cairo have 
been maintaining ongoing contact with the Egyptian authorities following up on issues relating 
to his welfare and health.

Both the Taoiseach and I have consistently registered our concern at persistent reports that 
this man is pursuing a hunger strike.  Irish Government representative have urged him in the 
strongest possible terms not to pursue such a course of action, and to protect his health in every 
possible way.  The Government has also called on all parties who are in contact with him or 
who have influence with him to dissuade him from any actions that would be detrimental to his 
health.  

Consular visits represent the principle means through which we can monitor this man’s wel-
fare and developments in this area.  The Embassy team visits our citizen very regularly.  They 
also see him during court appearances and had an opportunity to see him during the most recent 
court appearance on April 26th.  The most recent consular visit provided a further opportunity 
to underline in the strongest possible terms to the Egyptian authorities that the Irish Govern-
ment holds them responsible for ensuring this young man’s health and wellbeing.

We maintain open lines of communication with this citizen’s family and have been keeping 
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family members fully informed of all developments and updates received from the Egyptian 
authorities.  There are regular meeting between the citizen’s family and senior officials from 
the Department.

I want to assure the House that we will continue to keep the pressure on Egypt until we get 
this young man home.  

  Question No. 630 answered with Question No. 622.  

02/05/2017WRHH01400Human Rights

02/05/2017WRHH01500631. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
raise the situation facing the Guarani-Kaiowá people with the authorities of the Federal Repub-
lic of Brazil; his views on concerns regarding their rights as indigenous persons (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19818/17]

02/05/2017WRHH01600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware of the 
situation of the Guarani-Kaiowá people and the challenges faced by indigenous populations in 
Brazil and across Latin America, to which the Deputy refers.  

Ireland condemns any intimidation, violence, or discrimination perpetrated against indig-
enous and environmental human rights defenders in Brazil or elsewhere.  Officials in my De-
partment, both at home and abroad, engage regularly with civil society leaders and human 
rights activists in Latin America, including those working on indigenous rights, in relation to 
the circumstances they face on the ground.  

The issue of the rights of indigenous peoples is the subject of ongoing attention by European 
Union Ambassadors in Brazil and Ireland and other EU member States strongly support the 
mandate of FUNAI, the government agency responsible for enforcing the rights of indigenous 
peoples.  Together with our EU partners, we have urged the Government of Brazil to ensure that 
FUNAI is adequately resourced to carry out its important work. 

The Deputy will be aware that the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peo-
ples visited Brazil in March of last year to identify and assess the main issues facing indigenous 
peoples there.  On that occasion, the Special Rapporteur visited the Guarani-Kaiowá people in 
Mato Grosso Do Sul.  The Special Rapporteur’s report of August 2016 recognised that Brazil 
has in the past been a leader in the area of indigenous peoples’ rights and has made significant 
achievements in this area, including in constitutional provisions protecting the rights of its 
indigenous people.  However, the report also noted a worrying regression in the protection of 
indigenous peoples’ rights in recent years.  

In keeping with Ireland’s commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights, I 
urge the Brazilian government to implement the recommendations made by the UN Special 
Rapporteur in order to ensure the full realisation of the rights of indigenous peoples such as the 
Guarani-Kaiowá. 

Officials of my Department, including those in the embassy in Brasilia, will continue to ac-
tively engage with issues around human rights and the situation of indigenous peoples in Brazil. 

02/05/2017WRHH01700Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRHH01800632. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his 
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attention has been drawn to the agreement with Spain regarding Gibraltar contained within the 
EU’s draft guidelines for Brexit negotiations ahead of their publication; if he had requested a 
similar veto for Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19897/17]

02/05/2017WRHH01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A central pillar of 
the Government’s response to last year’s UK referendum on EU membership has been strategic 
outreach to EU partners and Institutions to ensure that the unique Irish perspective on Brexit 
is understood before negotiations begin.  To that end, a significant programme of engagements 
with EU partners began after the referendum and is continuing.  To date, there have been over 
400 engagements across government at either political or senior official level.  For my part, 
since the UK referendum, I have had in excess of 70 meetings or conversations, including with 
each of my EU counterparts.  In recent weeks I met with the Foreign Ministers from Italy, Lux-
embourg, Germany, Denmark, Sweden and Austria and, most recently, met with my Croatian, 
Estonian, Finnish and Romanian colleagues in the margins of the Informal Meeting of EU For-
eign Affairs Ministers on 28 April.  

It is clear that this extensive political, diplomatic and official campaign has been effective in 
ensuring understanding and recognition of our unique circumstances and specific issues.  This 
is clearly reflected in the negotiation Guidelines adopted by the EU 27 Heads of State and Gov-
ernment last Saturday, as well as in Prime Minister May’s letter of notification and the European 
Parliament’s resolution on Brexit, all of which contain strong a strong acknowledgement of our 
unique concerns, including in relation to the Good Friday Agreement.  

Importantly, the Taoiseach also got agreement at the European Council last Saturday on a 
statement in the minutes of the European Council in which the EU explicitly acknowledges 
that the Good Friday Agreement expressly provides for an agreed mechanism whereby a united 
Ireland may be brought about through peaceful and democratic means; and, in this regard, 
acknowledges that, in accordance with international law, the entire territory of such a united 
Ireland would thus be part of the European Union.  

As regards Gibraltar, its status with respect to the UK and the EU is that of a UK overseas 
territory to which the EU Treaties apply, subject to certain derogations.  Moreover, its consti-
tutional status is disputed.  The situation is therefore completely different to that of Northern 
Ireland, the constitutional status of which, and how that status might change on the basis of the 
principle of consent, are set out definitively in the Good Friday Agreement.  

Furthermore, the Guidelines make reference to Gibraltar within the context of the frame-
work for future EU-UK relationship, which itself will be the subject of a separate negotiation 
and agreement at a later stage.  In all likelihood, that agreement will require ratification by all 
EU27 Member States, including Ireland.   

This is entirely distinct and separate from the Irish Government’s priority of ensuring that 
the unique circumstances on the island of Ireland, including the Good Friday Agreement, are 
recognised and protected within the context of the Article 50 negotiations leading to a with-
drawal agreement. 

02/05/2017WRHH02000Passport Services

02/05/2017WRHH02100633. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if a person 
(details supplied) that is a UK passport holder living here for 12 years and married for 17 years 
to an Irish citizen who has both an Irish and a UK passport can automatically get an Irish pass-
port based on his marriage to an Irish citizen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[19900/17]

02/05/2017WRHH02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): All passport appli-
cations are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008 (the Act).  The Act provides that 
a person must, among other things, be an Irish citizen before a passport can be issued to him or 
her.  Entitlement to Irish citizenship is, in turn, subject to the terms of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended.  

Up until 29 November 2005, spouses of Irish citizens had the option of completing a post-
nuptial declaration in order to be recognised as Irish citizens themselves.  The Passport Service 
will accept a valid post-nuptial declaration (i.e. dated on or before 29 November 2005) as evi-
dence of citizenship.  

Since 30 November 2005, however, this option has been discontinued and spouses of Irish 
citizens without any other claim to Irish citizenship (such as, for example, citizenship by de-
scent) must apply for naturalisation if they wish to establish Irish citizenship.  Naturalisation 
comes under the jurisdiction of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service within the De-
partment of Justice and Equality.  For further information on the naturalisation process, includ-
ing the requirements when an applicant is the spouse of an Irish citizen, please see the website 
of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service at www.inis.gov.ie. 

In line with the Passports Act, 2008, the Passport Service requires evidence of an applicant’s 
Irish citizenship before a passport application may be processed.  In this particular case, if the 
individual concerned cannot provide evidence of Irish citizenship by birth, descent or post-
nuptial declaration, the Passport Service will require a Certificate of Naturalisation to satisfy 
the requirements of the Act.  As the Deputy will appreciate, the Passport Service is bound by 
legislation in this respect.  

Neither the Passport Service nor the Department for Foreign Affairs may declare an indi-
vidual a citizen or, in the absence of the necessary documentation, recognise him/her as such.  

02/05/2017WRHH02300Israeli Settlements

02/05/2017WRHH02400634. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views and those of the EU to the demolition of Palestinian homes in the so called Area C of the 
West Bank territories; his further views on whether these demolitions are violations of Article 
49 of the Geneva Convention; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19904/17]

02/05/2017WRHH02500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland and our 
EU partners have consistently condemned the building of illegal Israeli settlements in the West 
Bank, and the evictions, demolitions and land seizures from Palestinians which are an integral 
part of that project.  

In my view these actions are illegal under the Geneva Convention, both because the popula-
tion under occupation should be protected from such actions, and because the purpose of the 
action is to drive the occupied population off the land and facilitate their replacement by Israeli 
settlers, to alter the demographic composition of the occupied territory.  

This view has informed Ireland’s consistent policy on the issue for many years, and is one 
of the reasons why we accord a high priority to efforts to end the conflict, and why we consider 
that a comprehensive peace based on two sovereign states, and the ending of the occupation, is 
essential to the future of both Palestinians and Israelis.
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02/05/2017WRHH02600Middle East Issues

02/05/2017WRHH02700635. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the 2016 report of a group (details supplied) which states that 97 Palestinians were 
killed in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19905/17]

02/05/2017WRHH02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The group in ques-
tion is supported by funding from my Department, and their work naturally helps inform our 
views.  I have not yet seen the report in question as it is not yet available in English.  

The statistics for the 2015/16 period are deeply concerning, although it should be recog-
nised that a number of these fatalities relate to the wave of attacks by individual Palestinians 
which extended well into 2016.  All of the deaths in these events were a tragedy.  

Nonetheless, Ireland had even before this point expressed our concerns at the increasingly 
routine use of force, including lethal force, by Israeli security forces in the occupied Palestin-
ian Territory, in circumstances which cannot be considered life threatening.  It is evident that 
different standards are applied governing the use of force involving Israelis and Palestinians.  

This is yet another reason why the ongoing military occupation of one people by another is 
unacceptable, and ultimately brutalising to both sides.  It is for this reason that Ireland continues 
to accord a high priority to trying to end this conflict.

02/05/2017WRHH02900Humanitarian Aid Provision

02/05/2017WRHH03000636. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
supports his Department is giving to assist local populations in drought regions of Somalia; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19962/17]

02/05/2017WRHH03100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): We are deeply concerned about the severe drought conditions in many parts of 
Somalia, as a result of poor and erratic rains over the last two years.  The impact includes large-
scale displacement in the worst affected areas, with almost 600,000 people forced to flee their 
homes over the last six month period alone.  

Over 6 million people in Somalia are now in need of urgent humanitarian assistance.  Al-
most 3 million people are facing crisis and emergency levels of food insecurity.  There is a 
significant risk that the situation will deteriorate further, resulting in famine.  

There are worrying similarities to the conditions that led to the appalling famine of in 2011, 
when some 250,000 lives were lost.  The UN has warned that a massive and urgent scale-up 
of humanitarian assistance by the international community is required to avoid a catastrophe. 

International donors, including Ireland, have moved quickly to support the scale-up of re-
sponse by NGO and UN agencies throughout the country.  Over US$500 million has been made 
available for humanitarian assistance since January this year.  Ireland, through the Irish Aid 
programme managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, has provided over €31 
million in humanitarian assistance to UN and NGO partners on the ground since 2012.  This 
includes €3.9 million so far this year.  A further package of assistance to our NGO partners’ 
emergency operations in Somalia is planned.  Our support is focused on saving lives and alle-
viating the suffering of the Somali people, providing emergency food assistance, treating acute 
malnutrition, providing shelter and providing emergency services in health care and water and 
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sanitation for those most affected.  

Last month, under Ireland’s Rapid Response Initiative, Irish Aid airlifted over 100 tonnes of 
emergency relief supplies, including blankets, shelter items and cooking sets, and these supplies 
are now being distributed by Concern Worldwide to families displaced by drought to informal 
settlements. 

Together with our EU and UN partners, we will continue to monitor this crisis closely and 
to provide significant life-saving humanitarian assistance for those most in need. 

02/05/2017WRHH03200Diaspora Issues

02/05/2017WRHH03300637. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
plans to introduce incentives to Irish emigrants returning home from abroad to help them to 
reintegrate into society, for example, to get car insurance, set up bank accounts, access to credit 
and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20003/17]

02/05/2017WRHH03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In my role as Min-
ister for the Diaspora, and in particular through my role as Chair of the Inter-departmental 
Committee on the Irish Abroad, which was established in the Government’s 2015 ‘Global Irish 
– Ireland’s Diaspora Policy’ document, I work to facilitate the cross-Governmental effort to 
ensure coherence in Government policy, and to see that issues being highlighted as potential 
barriers disproportionately impacting on citizens returning to Ireland having lived overseas are 
addressed appropriately. 

The Departments represented on this Committee have responsibility for issues under their 
competence and specific policies are matters for those Departments; such that car insurance, 
bank accounts and access to credit are the responsibility of the Department of Finance.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade provides significant funding and support 
through the Emigrant Support Programme to a number of organisations that work with citizens 
who wish to return to Ireland.  Over the last decade over €4 million has been allocated to the 
Irish based organisations working with returning emigrants and I am pleased to note that their 
2016 funding saw an increase of €60,000 on the 2015 figure.  

02/05/2017WRHH03500Diaspora Issues

02/05/2017WRHH03600638. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if funding 
will be provided in 2017 for the diaspora engagement fund in view of the benefits it has been 
for small communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20082/17]

02/05/2017WRHH03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade is currently considering strategic priorities around all aspects of our 
engagement with the global Irish as part of the review of the implementation of the 2015 Global 
Irish - Ireland’s Diaspora Policy.  

Any decisions on the future of our engagement with diaspora communities will be made on 
the basis of that strategic review and will be announced later in the year.

02/05/2017WRHH03800Passport Services
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02/05/2017WRHH03900639. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
consider establishing a third national passport office based in the north west region at the former 
Government offices of the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs at Tubber-
curry, County Sligo (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20099/17]

02/05/2017WRHH04000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The large majority 
of passport applications are currently submitted through the post office networks on this island.  
This includes more than seventy post offices in Northern Ireland and more than one thousand 
post offices in this state.  With the availability of both the online passport renewal service for 
adults and the An Post Passport Express service, very few applicants in Ireland are required to 
travel a significant distance in order to apply for their passport.  In the relatively small number 
of cases where citizens need to travel very urgently and do not have a valid passport, the Pass-
port Offices in Dublin and Cork offer an appointment service.  These appointments must be 
made online.

The introduction of the online passport application service which I launched on 30 March 
will greatly assist in managing current and future passport demand.  The service is for adults 
who are renewing their existing passport, whether they live in Ireland or overseas and it is 
available twenty four hours a day, seven days a week.  The target turnaround time for applica-
tions submitted through the online service is ten working days plus postage.  Since the launch 
over twelve thousand online applications for passport books and/or passport cards have been 
received.  

The introduction of the service will result in reduced turnaround times and fewer demands 
over time on the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork.  The service will be extended to all appli-
cants, including first-time applicants and children, by 2019.  People who cannot or do not wish 
to apply online will continue to be able to apply through a service provider with an extensive 
network of contact points throughout the country.  

The rationale for the opening of additional Passport Offices, particularly given the range 
of service options available to applicants, is not clear.  Applications, when received by the 
Passport Service, are streamlined into categories, such as renewals, new, and renewals of lost/
stolen passports.  This enables the Passport Service to allocate resources to applications requir-
ing more checks.  An emergency service is available for citizens that need to travel for medical 
reasons or due to the bereavement of a close family member.  Any office would in any case need 
to have the capacity to provide a rapid renewal service to applicants with urgent travel such as 
that available through the Passport Office in Dublin.  This would require an on-site passport 
production machine in a specially controlled and secure environment.  The purchase cost of a 
new passport printing machine alone would be approximately €1.7 million.  This is without 
security, technical, fit-out, staffing and rental costs.  An outreach office without production fa-
cilities could not offer a significantly faster service than the online option and it would duplicate 
the Passport Express service offered through local Post Offices.  

I am satisfied overall that the range of service options meets the current needs of passport 
applicants and that the service improvements, both those recently introduced as well as those 
planned, will allow the Passport Service provide citizen focused services in an efficient and ef-
fective manner. 

02/05/2017WRHH04100Passport Applications Data

02/05/2017WRHH04200640. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of passport applications being processed as of 24 April 2017; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [20114/17]

02/05/2017WRHH04300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Historical statistics 
relating to the applications in progress for a particular date in the past are not available.  How-
ever, as of 27 April, there were 83,560 passport applications on hand in the Passport Service.  
This figure includes applications submitted both in Ireland and abroad, as well as online ap-
plications.  

02/05/2017WRHH04400Passport Services

02/05/2017WRHH04500641. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
plans to hire further staff in the Passport Office in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20115/17]

02/05/2017WRHH04600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, there has been a surge in passport applications in recent months.  Between 1 January 
and mid-April, over 290,000 applications were received, representing an increase of 19% over 
the same period last year.  

The Passport Service has recruited 230 Temporary Clerical Officers to respond to the sea-
sonal demand and the more general increase in passport applications.  

The vast majority of these officers are already in place.  The Passport Service has also been 
assigned a number of permanent Clerical Officers over recent months and we will continue to 
keep staffing levels under careful review to ensure that the impact of any further increase in 
demand on turnaround times and on service is minimised.  

The Deputy will be aware that I launched a new Online Passport Application Service for 
adults renewing their passports on 30 March.  This new service will greatly assist in managing 
increased volumes of applications in the months and years ahead and in meeting target turn-
around times.  It allows citizens to renew their passport books and cards online twenty four 
hours a day, seven days a week from wherever they are in the world.  The service removes the 
requirement to have a form witnessed and is a fast, secure and convenient way to renew a pass-
port.  The target turnaround time is ten working days plus postage time.  I would urge all Depu-
ties to encourage all eligible applicants to use this channel https://www.dfa.ie/passportonline/.  

02/05/2017WRHH04700International Agreements

02/05/2017WRHH04800642. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he in-
advertently or intentionally misled Dáil Éireann regarding the existence of an agreement with 
the Royal Air Force, RAF, and other British authorities which in certain circumstances would 
permit RAF operations in Irish airspace in responding to Parliamentary Question No. 34 of 12 
April 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20139/17]

02/05/2017WRHH04900643. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his in-
terpretation of SI Number 74 of 1952, Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952, 
section 5 (details supplied) extends to operations of military aircraft within Irish airspace in the 
event of a terrorist attack; if so, the way he reconciles this with Article 15.6 of the Constitution; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20140/17]

02/05/2017WRHH05000644. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when it is 
proposed to bring the details of an agreement made on behalf of Ireland by civil servants from 
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the Department of Defence, his Department and the Irish Aviation Authority with the Royal Air 
Force to permit military operations in Irish Airspace in certain circumstances to the attention of 
the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20141/17]

02/05/2017WRHH05100645. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he plans 
to maintain the secrecy of the existence and detail of an agreement which exists between Ireland 
and the Royal Air Force, RAF, which would permit the RAF to carry out military operations in 
Irish air space in certain circumstances which was concluded without the express knowledge 
and approval of the director of military aviation, general officer commanding the Air Corps 
or the gardaí from the Houses of the Oireachtas; if so, the article in Bunreacht na hÉireann 
which permits the secrecy of such an agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20142/17]

02/05/2017WRHH05200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 642 to 645, inclusive, together. 

The Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952, made under the Air Navigation 
and Transport Act 1946, gives the Minister for Foreign Affairs primary responsibility for the 
regulation of activity by foreign military aircraft in Ireland.  Successive Ministers for Foreign 
Affairs have put in place strict conditions which must be satisfied before permission to overfly 
the territory of the State may be granted.  

Thorough and robust procedures are in place in my Department with a view to ensuring 
that the conditions for securing permission for foreign military aircraft to overfly the State are 
clearly understood and properly applied.  These procedures are kept under ongoing review.  
Comprehensive records on requests received and decisions made are retained for the purposes 
of monitoring and oversight, and are drawn on as needed including to provide information to 
this House as appropriate.  

I cannot comment on any reports concerning national security matters or responses that 
might be taken in the event of an attack on Ireland or a serious and immediate security threat to 
Ireland and the Irish people.  

As I previously stated in my response to question number 34 of 12 April 2017, I can con-
firm that no agreement has been entered into by the State to grant any permission to the RAF, 
or indeed the military aircraft of any other state, to shoot down planes of any type under any 
circumstances over Ireland.  

In discharging the fundamental responsibilities of the Executive as set out in the Constitu-
tion, the Government’s engagement in international security cooperation is aimed at ensuring 
public safety and is conducted with full respect for Irish sovereign decision-making authority 
and for Ireland’s traditional policy of military neutrality.  

02/05/2017WRJJJJ00200Humanitarian Aid

02/05/2017WRJJJJ00300646. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the organisations 
to which the Government provided funding in Syria, with particular reference to the oversight 
and scrutiny which took place regarding the destination of these funds; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20158/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Since 2012, Ireland has provided more than €76 million in assistance for the hu-
manitarian crisis as a result of the devastating conflict in Syria.  At the Supporting Syria and the 



2 May 2017

475

Region high-level conference in Brussels last month, I pledged that Ireland would provide at 
least a further €25 million in 2017.

Ireland’s funding is channelled through a range of partners who are best placed to respond 
to people’s urgent needs on the ground, both inside Syria and in neighbouring countries hosting 
large numbers of refugees.  These partners include both the UN and International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent agencies and NGO partners, who provide humanitarian supplies and urgently-
needed health, education, water and sanitation services, as well as protection for children and 
vulnerable families.

We decide on the allocation of funds on the basis of categorisation of needs and assessment 
of which partners are best placed with capacity to respond and access to those in need.  Any 
partner Irish Aid works with in a high risk environment such as Syria is subject to careful sys-
tems assessment and review.  All grants are subject to the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform provisions on the Management of and Accountability for Grants from Exchequer 
Funds.  All recipients of public funds are required to demonstrate transparency, accountability, 
and effective and efficient use of funds.

A rigorous monitoring approach is applied with all grants, including reviews of annual per-
formance reports and audited accounts, annual bilateral meetings with partners, and field-level 
monitoring visits, where possible.  In addition, Ireland regularly participates in international 
donor coordination mechanisms that monitor and oversee the work of our UN and Red Cross 
and Red Crescent partners.

I recently visited Jordan and Lebanon to see at first-hand how Ireland’s assistance is helping 
refugees affected by the crisis to meet their daily needs.  Officials from my Department have 
also recently travelled to the region to monitor funding provided to NGO and Red Cross and 
Red Crescent partners.

02/05/2017WRJJJJ00500Passport Services

02/05/2017WRJJJJ00600647. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to ac-
commodate the increase in passport applications; the waiting times for applications and renew-
als to the normal waiting period; if he will consider increasing staffing levels at the Balbriggan 
passport office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20257/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ00700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, there has been a surge in passport applications in recent months. Between 1 Janu-
ary and mid-April, over 290,000 applications were received, representing an increase of 19% 
over the same period last year. The average processing time for renewal applications submitted 
through the An Post Passport Express service is 16 working days, one day over the target 15 
working day turnaround and this has been notified to An Post.

First-time applications and those for renewal of lost or stolen passports are subject to lon-
ger turnaround times due to the extra verification steps involved (current turnaround time is 24 
working days).  My Department keeps An Post apprised of changes to the advised turnaround 
times for each category of applicant and these are updated weekly on the Passport Service web-
site.  In all cases, applicants are strongly encouraged to allow at least six weeks for the process-
ing of a passport and to submit their application through Passport Express only if they have no 
immediate travel plans i.e. if they are travelling in three weeks or more.

This exceptional level of demand is likely be sustained into the summer months and we have 
worked hard to put a number of measures in place, including additional staffing resources and 
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the use of overtime in order to minimise the impact on turnaround times.  Over 50% of the 230 
Temporary Clerical Officers recruited to respond to the seasonal demand have been assigned 
to the Passport Office in Balbriggan, the reminder are divided between the Passport Office in 
Cork and in Mount Street, Dublin.  The Passport Service has also been assigned a number of 
permanent Clerical Officers over the past number of months and we will continue to keep staff-
ing levels under careful review to ensure that the impact of any further increase in demand on 
turnaround times and on service is minimised.

The Deputy will be aware that a new online passport application service was launched on 
30 March.  I am confident this new service will result in considerable efficiencies and will al-
leviate pressure on passport processing.  This service offers a target turnaround of ten working 
days (two weeks), plus postage.  It is convenient and secure and I would urge the Deputy to 
encourage eligible applicants to use this channel via the Department’s website at https://www.
dfa.ie/passportonline/.

02/05/2017WRJJJJ00800Passport Applications Data

02/05/2017WRJJJJ00900648. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the current 
residency for those applying for Irish passports both within and outside the State in tabular form 
for the period 20 April 2016 up to and including 20 April 2017. [20263/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Passport Ser-
vice does not compile data based on country of residence but rather on application channel.  
Details in this regard are as follows for the period 20 April 2016 to 20 April 2017.

Application Channel Number of Applications 
Counter Applications (Dublin & Cork) 33,131
An Post Passport Express 528,320
Northern Ireland Passport Express 80,083
Great Britain Applications 73,388
Online Applications (Global)* 9,683
Mission Applications 57,051
Total 781,656
*this figure does not include applications for passport cards.

A breakdown of Mission applications based on the Embassy/Consulate through which the 
application was submitted is as follows: 

Mission Location Total Applications
ABU DHABI 1,751
ABUJA 310
ADDIS ABABA 18
ANKARA 148
ATHENS 173
AUCKLAND 2,340
BANGKOK 434
BEIJING 227
BERLIN 2,069
BERNE 1,007
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BOSTON 2,087
BRASILIA 160
BRATISLAVA 35
BRUSSELS 843
BUCHAREST 95
BUDAPEST 67
BUENOS AIRES 211
CAIRO 135
CANBERRA 6,979
CHICAGO 1,165
COPENHAGEN 257
DAR-ES-SALAAM 51
HANOI 145
HELSINKI 103
HONG KONG 594
JAKARTA 82
KAMPALA 37
KUALA LUMPUR 180
LILONGWE 25
LISBON 190
LJUBLJANA 61
LUSAKA 124
LUXEMBOURG 350
MADRID 1,878
MAPUTO 47
MEXICO 213
MOSCOW 101
NEW DELHI 164
NEW YORK 7,696
NICOSIA 155
OSLO 172
OTTAWA 3,647
PARIS 2,440
PRAGUE 137
PRETORIA 3,487
RIGA 17
RIYADH 469
ROME 509
SAN FRANCISCO 4,840
SYDNEY 4,128
SEOUL 110
SHANGHAI 118
SINGAPORE 579
SOFIA 36
STOCKHOLM 325
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TALLINN 15
TEL AVIV 232
THE HAGUE 957
TOKYO 188
VALETTA 143
VIENNA 308
VILNIUS 36
WARSAW 129
WASHINGTON 1,322

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01100Passport Services

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01200649. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
consider the establishment of a passport office in the north west, in view of the distance of this 
region from Dublin and Cork and in view of rural post office closures; if he has discussed the 
establishment of a passport service in the north west with his departmental officials; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20628/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The large majority 
of passport applications are currently submitted through the post office networks on this island.  
This includes more than seventy post offices in Northern Ireland and more than one thousand 
post offices in this state.  With the availability of both the online passport renewal service for 
adults and the An Post Passport Express service, very few applicants in Ireland are required to 
travel a significant distance in order to apply for their passport.  In the relatively small number 
of cases where citizens need to travel very urgently and do not have a valid passport, the Pass-
port Offices in Dublin and Cork offer an appointment service.  These appointments must be 
made online.

The introduction of the online passport application service which I launched on 30 March 
will greatly assist in managing current and future passport demand.  The service is for adults 
who are renewing their existing passport, whether they live in Ireland or overseas and it is 
available twenty four hours a day, seven days a week.  The target turnaround time for applica-
tions submitted through the online service is ten working days plus postage.  Since the launch 
over twelve thousand online applications for passport books and/or passport cards have been 
received.

The introduction of the service will result in reduced turnaround times and fewer demands 
over time on the Passport Offices in Dublin and Cork.  The service will be extended to all appli-
cants, including first-time applicants and children, by 2019.  People who cannot or do not wish 
to apply online will continue to be able to apply through a service provider with an extensive 
network of contact points throughout the country.

The rationale for the opening of additional Passport Offices, particularly given the range of 
service options available to applicants, is not clear.  Any office would in any case need to have 
the capacity to provide a rapid renewal service to applicants with urgent travel such as that 
available through the Passport Office in Dublin.  This would require an on-site passport pro-
duction machine in a specially controlled and secure environment.  The purchase cost of a new 
passport printing machine alone would be approximately €1.7 million.  This is without security, 
technical, fit-out, staffing and rental costs.  An outreach office without production facilities 
could not offer a significantly faster service than the online option and it would duplicate the 
Passport Express service offered through local Post Offices.
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I am satisfied overall that the range of service options meets the current needs of passport 
applicants and that the service improvements, both those recently introduced as well as those 
planned, will allow the Passport Service provide citizen focused services in an efficient and ef-
fective manner.

  Question No. 650 answered with Question No. 622.

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01500Election Monitoring Missions

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01600651. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 112 of 26 January 2017, the steps that have been taken to prepare a 
new call for roster members; if he will publish criteria in advance for membership and arrange 
for competitive interviewing and testing to ensure only roster members who are able, compe-
tent, committed and willing to undertake missions are appointed; when he expects to publish 
the new call; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20848/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01700652. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the assistance 
and support his Department provides to independent observers not on the current roster who 
volunteer their expertise to observe elections overseas; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20849/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01800653. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if election ob-
servers are obliged to furnish tax clearance certificates prior to undertaking missions supported 
by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20850/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ01900654. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his Depart-
ment conducts Garda vetting on persons supported by his Department going overseas on elec-
tion observation missions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20851/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ02000655. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his De-
partment has a process by which election observer roster members can be removed; if so, the 
number who have been removed from the current roster; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20852/17]

02/05/2017WRJJJJ02100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): I propose to take Questions Nos. 651 to 655, inclusive, together.

International election monitoring missions play an important role in the promotion of de-
mocracy and human rights.  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains a roster of 
individuals who are available to participate in election observation missions organised in the 
main by the OSCE and the EU.

The election observation roster was established for a five year period following a public call 
for applications in May 2013.  It is expected that it will operate until May 2018.  Officials will 
work on the details relating to the criteria and methodology in respect of the call for applica-
tions for the new roster.  It is anticipated that these will be finalised before the end of the year 
and a public call for new applicants will issue shortly thereafter.  Details will be published on 
the Irish Aid website (www.irishaid.ie) and existing roster members and those who have ex-
pressed an interest in receiving details about the next roster will also be advised.

In 2013, following an independent appraisal process, the 200 successful candidates and 
the 10 members of the reserve panel were advised that membership of the roster was subject 
to Garda vetting and acceptance of the Irish Aid Code of Conduct.  On foot of the subsequent 
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Garda vetting process of these applicants, all but two individuals on the list were confirmed.

Officials of the Department are in regular contact with the OSCE and EU election Focal 
Points and also participate in the European Observation network which brings together election 
observation Focal Points from all EU Member States together with Norway, Switzerland and 
Canada.  The network facilities the exchange of information on all aspects of election rosters 
and missions.

If specific complaints or issues relating to observers are brought to the attention of officials, 
these would be fully investigated and if found to be proven and significant or in breach of the 
Code of Conduct signed by roster members, the individual roster member would be removed 
from the election roster.  Since the formation of the roster, no such complaints have been re-
ceived.

Members of the roster who are nominated by the Department to undertake election observa-
tion missions do not receive remuneration.  They are paid a daily allowance to cover the cost 
of food, accommodation and all other out-of-pocket expenses, together with the pre-departure 
grant of €600 to cover associated expenses.  The Department does not seek tax clearance certi-
fication from observers prior to participation in a mission.

The Department deploys members of the roster and, from time to time, officials who work 
on the relevant geographic desks, on election observation missions, organised under the aus-
pices of the European Union (EU) and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE).   The election observation roster is the only means through which we provide a struc-
ture to support Irish election observers.   A number of independent NGOs also deploy monitors 
to observe elections throughout the world and the Department is aware of a number of Irish 
nationals who have deployed on such missions.  These individuals can avail of consular advice 
and assistance, but would not be eligible for the supports, including payment of travel and 
subsistence costs, which are only paid to members of the roster who have succeeded in being 
selected for the election roster.

02/05/2017WRKKKK00200Flood Relief Schemes Expenditure

02/05/2017WRKKKK00300656. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount allocated to flood relief measures in budgets 2015 and 2016; the amount which was 
spent in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19379/17]

02/05/2017WRKKKK00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The information requested is shown in the table and relates to the allocations for 
capital investment on flood risk management in the Vote of the Office of Public Works:

2015 2016
Allocation €61.284m €52.561m
Outturn €48.368m €51.856m
Expenditure on the flood relief programme in 2015 was less than budgeted for due primar-

ily to delays in the planned commencement of construction of certain capital projects.  These 
delays were due to a variety of factors affecting the finalisation of the detailed design and tender 
documentation for the projects and delays in the procurement process.  Underspending in this 
or other years on the OPW’s capital allocation is dealt with normally through the system of de-
ferred surrender or capital carryover which allows underspending in the allocation in one year 
to be carried forward into the following year.
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I am fully satisfied that the OPW has had and will continue to have sufficient funding avail-
able to it to meet its requirements for flood relief in any year.  As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Government has committed to spending €430 million on the Capital side of the Flood Risk 
Management area between 2016-2021 which will mean annual expenditure doubling from cur-
rent levels to €100 million by the year 2021.

This increased allocation will allow sufficient funding for the implementation of major proj-
ects in the current flood relief capital programme and proposed projects arising from the Catch-
ment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Plans, which are soon to be finalised.

02/05/2017WRKKKK00500National Monuments

02/05/2017WRKKKK00600657. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
funding schemes available for works at Carrowkeel megalithic complex, particularly for a park 
and turn area; if funding will be made available to the local authority for low-cost works at the 
site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19507/17]

02/05/2017WRKKKK00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works is responsible for the care and conservation of the Monu-
ments at Carrowkeel and is interested, in the context of a sustainable tourism model, in working 
with others to develop a good standard public access to the site.  However, my Office does not 
control any land outside the immediate area of the Monuments and is not therefore in a position 
to either do the work to create the access or provide funding for any project such as the one 
described by the Deputy.

A number of consultations have taken place between the Office of Public Works and Sligo 
Co. Council in relation to this issue and they have recently moved to broaden this process to 
include a number of other relevant stakeholders with the aim of progressing a viable plan.  The 
proposals are still in the preliminary stage however and have not reached a stage where realistic 
cost estimates have been developed.  Once the proposal has reached this stage, the issue of a 
funding source will be addressed.

02/05/2017WRKKKK00800Flood Risk Insurance Cover Provision

02/05/2017WRKKKK00900658. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans, 
in conjunction with the OPW and the Department of Finance, to strengthen the engagement 
with the insurance industry to improve the availability of flood insurance cover, in view of the 
State’s ongoing investment in flood defence schemes as per point 70 in the Action Plan for Ru-
ral Development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19741/17]

02/05/2017WRKKKK01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): In March 2014, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between Insurance Ire-
land (II), the representative body for the insurance industry in Ireland, and the Office of Public 
Works (OPW).  This Memorandum sets out principles of how the two organisations will work 
together to ensure that appropriate and relevant information on completed OPW flood defence 
schemes is provided to insurers to facilitate, to the greatest extent possible, the availability to 
the public of insurance against the risk of flooding.  II members have committed to take into 
account all information provided by OPW when assessing exposure to flood risk within these 
areas.

The Memorandum came into effect on 1 June, 2014 with an initial tranche of data provided 
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by the OPW to II in respect of 12 completed flood defence schemes and showing the design, ex-
tent and nature of the protection offered by these works.  A further tranche of data was provided 
to II in January 2015 covering a further 4 completed flood defence schemes.  Earlier this year 
my officials shared data in relation to phases 2,3 and 4 of the completed scheme in Waterford 
City benefitting in excess of 400 properties.

II estimates that flood cover is included as standard in 98% of household insurance policies 
throughout the country. II has carried out a number of surveys among its members to ascertain 
the extent to which flood insurance cover is available in the areas for which OPW has provided 
data, by early 2015, on completed flood defence schemes.  The results of the most recent survey 
were provided in December last year; they indicate that 83% of property insurance policies in 
these areas include cover against flood risk.  Where the defences are permanent in nature the 
percentage is 90%; where demountable defences are used the percentage is 77%.

In line with Action No. 270 of the Action Plan for Rural Development, the OPW and the 
Department of Finance are now engaging with II on a quarterly basis.  The OPW and II have 
established a sub group to explore the legal, technical and administrative arrangements that 
may allow for the further sharing of data on flood insurance cover for those 300 areas where the 
OPW has mapped the flood risk through the CFRAM Programme.  This sub group has held its 
initial meeting and work is progressing in this area.

I am happy with the work of the Group thus far and am confident that it will continue to 
progress the issue of flood insurance.

02/05/2017WRKKKK01100Pension Provisions

02/05/2017WRKKKK01200659. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
his attention has been drawn to the discrepancy that applies in the context of pension adjust-
ment orders issued as part of family law proceedings in court involving a public service pension 
whereby, in view of the fact that social welfare pensions are not the subject of such orders, the 
net financial impact on a person of such orders can vary significantly depending on whether or 
not the pension concerned is pre-1995 or post-1995, in which case the public service pension is 
reduced by the social welfare pension the person is entitled to. [20539/17]

02/05/2017WRKKKK01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Any decision 
on whether to seek a pension adjustment order (PAO) is a matter for the parties concerned.  
When an application for a PAO is made it is the role of the pension administrator to ascertain 
that the proposed order is legitimate and implementable.

When providing pension estimates, figures are based on the scheme member’s occupational 
pension only.  It is a matter for the parties concerned and the Court to take cognisance of any 
other pension entitlements such as the social welfare pension.

 

02/05/2017WRKKKK01400Public Sector Pensions Levy

02/05/2017WRKKKK01500660. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
details of the reversal of cuts to date to the pensions of public service pensioners; the schedule of 
future reversals that have been agreed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19164/17]

02/05/2017WRKKKK01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The particu-
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lar measure affecting public service pensions under the financial emergency legislation is the 
Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR), which was introduced on 1 January 2011 under the 
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2010.

PSPR reduces the pay-out value of those public service pensions whose with pre-PSPR 
values above specified thresholds.  It does so in a progressively structured way which has a pro-
portionately greater effect on higher value pensions.  At all times, public service pensions up to 
a value of at least €12,000 have been unaffected by PSPR, while a higher exemption threshold 
of at least €32,500 has applied to pensions awarded to persons who retire from 1 March 2012 
onwards.

PSPR is being significantly reversed in three stages under FEMPI 2015, with PSPR-affected 
pensioners getting pension increases via substantial restoration of the PSPR cuts on 1 January 
2016, 1 January 2017 and 1 January 2018 as follows:

- On 1 January 2016, increases in the annual pension thresholds for PSPR application were 
activated.  These exemption threshold increases fully removed PSPR from a significant number 
of pensions with relatively lower values, while those pensions which continued to be impacted 
by PSPR received a boost of €400 per year.

- On 1 January 2017, additional PSPR amelioration, acting principally via further exemp-
tion threshold increases, fully removed PSPR from another significant tranche of public service 
pensioners, while at the same time boosting those pensions which remain affected by PSPR by 
up to €500 per year.

- On 1 January 2018, the third phase of PSPR amelioration will ensure that all PSPR-im-
pacted pensions with values up to €34,132 will be fully restored, meaning that PSPR will no 
longer affect such pensions, while those pensions which continue to be impacted by PSPR will 
get a boost of, in most cases, €780 per year.

At 2015 year-end, public service pensions with annual values up to €12,000 were exempt 
from PSPR.  Under the FEMPI 2015 three-stage roll-back, which I have outlined, on 1 January 
2016, all pensions up to €18,700 became exempt from PSPR; from 1 January 2017, all pen-
sions below €26,000 are now exempt from PSPR, and from 1 January 2018 all pensions up to 
€34,132 per year will be exempt from PSPR.  Those pensioners not fully removed from the 
reach of PSPR will, in the majority of cases, benefit by up to €1,680 per year.  The cost of these 
changes is estimated at about €90 million on a full-year basis from 2018.

As we move beyond FEMPI and PSPR unwinding towards more normal pay and pension 
setting conditions in the public service, the issue of how to adjust the post-award value of public 
service pensions through appropriate pay or other linkages will be considered by Government.

02/05/2017WRKKKK01700Trade Union Recognition

02/05/2017WRKKKK01800661. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son the Civil and Public and Services Union, which by its own published financial accounts 
2015 and 2016 has provided funding of upwards of €31,000 to a group (details supplied), is 
still being recognised under the conciliations and arbitration scheme for the Civil Service; his 
views on whether this is appropriate.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19374/17]

02/05/2017WRKKKK01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The particu-
lar organisation referred to by the Deputy is not registered as a political organisation on the 
current Register of Political Parties in Ireland.  It is therefore considered that no issue arises 
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under the Civil Service Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme in relation to the matter raised by 
the Deputy in respect of the civil service trade union concerned.

02/05/2017WRKKKK02000Public Sector Pensions

02/05/2017WRKKKK02100662. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress his Department has made in relation to the adjustment of the post award value of pub-
lic service pensions referred to in the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 17 of 2 March 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19471/17]

02/05/2017WRKKKK02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer to my 
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 17 of 2 March 2017.  The position remains unchanged.

02/05/2017WRKKKK02300Public Sector Pensions

02/05/2017WRKKKK02400663. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
and his Government colleagues have given consideration to aligning the retirement age for pub-
lic servants with the pension age; if he will, in particular, allow those who work in the public 
service and who wish to continue in their employment beyond the age of 65 to do so; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19477/17]

02/05/2017WRKKKK02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): An Interde-
partmental Working Group, chaired by my Department, was established early in 2016 to exam-
ine the issues arising from prevailing retirement ages for workers in both the public and private 
sectors, in the context of the current age of entitlement to the State Pension and the scheduled 
increases to the State Pension age in 2021 and 2028.

The Group, whose Report was agreed by Government last August, considered policy around 
retirement age in both the public and private sectors, examining implications arising from re-
tirement ages now and in the future.  The Group identified a set of framework principles to 
underpin policy in the area and made a number of recommendations assigned to Government 
Departments and Employer bodies for follow-up in that regard.  A copy of the Report is avail-
able online at http://www.per.gov.ie/en/report-of-the-interdepartmental-group-on-fuller-work-
ing-lives/.

On foot of one of the recommendations of the Report, my Department, with Public Service 
employers, was tasked to review the current statutory and operational considerations giving 
rise to barriers to extended participation in the public service workforce up to and including the 
current age of entitlement to the Contributory State Pension.  This review is currently underway 
and is expected to be completed in Q2 2017. Future policy in this area will be considered by 
Government following the outcome of this review.

Any change in the compulsory retirement ages for public servants will require primary leg-
islation.

02/05/2017WRLL00200Garda College

02/05/2017WRLL00300664. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number 
of meetings his officials have had both internally and externally in relation to the financial man-
agement of Templemore Training College, by date, in tabular form. [19635/17]
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02/05/2017WRLL00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The financial 
management of the Garda training college is in the first instance a matter for An Garda Síochána 
and the Garda Commissioner is the Accounting Officer with ultimate responsibility in this area.  
As with all public bodies, it is expected that there is full compliance with the Public Financial 
Procedures and my Department is responsible for the content of these procedures and for the 
development of broader Government Accounting policy.  The full handbook is published on the 
Department’s website.

No external meetings have taken place specifically in relation to the Garda college but 
matters such as this would be raised in ongoing meetings between my Department and the De-
partment of Justice and Equality.  Likewise within my Department officials with responsibility 
for expenditure relating to the Department of Justice and Equality and those with responsibil-
ity for publishing financial procedures would have reason to discuss this matter in the normal 
course of their work.

02/05/2017WRLL00500Flood Prevention Measures

02/05/2017WRLL00600665. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the flood relief measures in place near Ballinagare Bridge, Ballyduff at which pumps in-
stalled by the OPW that operate to drain approximately 1,000 acres of land to the nearby river 
are not currently working; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19749/17]

02/05/2017WRLL00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The pumps referred to by the Deputy were installed and are maintained by the Office 
of Public Works (OPW) for the purpose of providing outfall during the farming (summer graz-
ing) period, generally for 6 to 7 months of the year.  They are not intended for use outside of this 
period, except in the event of low-lying properties being at risk during a flood event.

The pumps have been in operation over the last few weeks.  There have been some difficul-
ties with electricity supply to this remote site and the OPW is progressing a long-term solution 
with regard to power supply to the pumps.

02/05/2017WRLL00800Public Sector Pay

02/05/2017WRLL00900666. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the equalisation of pay scales for public sector workers who are on reduced 
pay rates in comparison to their working colleagues. [19785/17]

02/05/2017WRLL01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my answer to Parliamentary Question No. 7 of 2 March 2017.

Homeowners Voluntary Relocation Scheme

02/05/2017WRLL01200667. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the relocation grant scheme for farmers affected by flooding along the river Shannon will be 
finalised; and the timeframe for its implementation. [19901/17]

02/05/2017WRLL01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): Last month, the Government agreed the administrative arrangements for a Hom-
eowners Voluntary Relocation Scheme for those primary residential properties that flooded 
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during Winter 2015/2016.  This is a national scheme of humanitarian assistance, targeting aid 
at those worst affected properties, for which there are no alternative feasible measures.  This 
scheme will include a farmer’s primary residence where it meets the eligibility criteria.

Further details regarding the Homeowners Voluntary Relocation Scheme, including the eli-
gibility criteria are available on the OPW website.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has indicated that the administrative 
arrangements for the Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme will help it identify those 
farmyard buildings worst affected by the flooding during Winter 2015/2016.  That department 
will work with these individual farms to determine if there are any alternative remedial works to 
protect those farmyard buildings at risk.  This approach will inform the feasibility of any future 
once-off targeted scheme for Voluntary Farm Building Relocation.

02/05/2017WRLL01400Flood Risk Insurance Cover Provision

02/05/2017WRLL01500668. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding development of flood relief measures and proposals in relation to individual 
property protection, IPP, assistance to homeowners; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20031/17]

02/05/2017WRLL01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group is considering the esti-
mated costs and benefits associated with the introduction of any potential individual property 
protection (IPP) scheme.  The Group is being informed by two different pilot projects, which 
are currently underway in Thomastown and Graiguenamanagh in County Kilkenny and Cross-
molina in County Mayo.

In respect of the pilot schemes in County Kilkenny, the OPW is funding the costs of a 
feasibility study into the potential provision of individual property protection, which is due to 
conclude and make recommendations in the coming weeks.

In Crossmolina, consultants have undertaken surveys of individual properties and Mayo 
County Council has procured a contractor who is currently installing the IPP defences at the 
relevant properties.

The Co-ordination Group expects later this year to submit its proposals for Government to 
consider in relation to any appropriate assistance for Individual Property Protection.

02/05/2017WRLL01700Garda Station Refurbishment

02/05/2017WRLL01800669. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regrading the upgrade of Tubbercurry Garda station in County Sligo; if the proposals 
submitted regarding the extent of the facilities required have been evaluated; his plans to grant 
approval for works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20032/17]

02/05/2017WRLL01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): On foot of a request from An Garda Síochána (AGS), the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) has developed draft proposals for the internal refurbishment of Tubbercurry Garda Sta-
tion and the construction of a new extension to the rear to provide additional office accommo-
dation and other facilities for the Station party.  These proposals were forwarded to AGS for 
review and a response is awaited.  Once approval of the proposed scheme and confirmation of 
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the availability of funding for the project is received, OPW will continue to progress the project.

02/05/2017WRLL02000Teachers’ Remuneration

02/05/2017WRLL02100670. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he expects the Public Sector Pay Commission to complete its work and publish a report. 
[20053/17]

02/05/2017WRLL02200675. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he has received the Public Service Pay Commission’s draft report; his plans to implement 
recommendations to realign the pay of new entrant teachers with the pay of their longer-serving 
colleagues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20485/17]

02/05/2017WRLL02300676. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the Public Service Pay Commission report will be published; the Government’s timeframe to 
end pay inequality for teachers who qualified after 2011 in view of the fact that it is now six 
years since these measures came into effect; when a decision will be made to reverse the cuts in 
pay for new entrant teachers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20509/17]

02/05/2017WRLL02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 670, 675 and 676 together.

The Public Service Pay Commission has been tasked with providing an initial report to 
Government on public service remuneration in the context of the Financial Emergency Mea-
sures in the Public Interest Acts 2009 - 2015.  The findings of the Commission will contribute 
to and inform Government’s considerations in relation to Public Service remuneration and will 
inform Public Service employers in negotiations with staff interests on a successor to the Lans-
downe Road Agreement.

The Commission is expected to report shortly.  It is intended that, following consideration 
by Government, the report will be published.

The issue of the difference in incremental salary scales between those public servants who 
entered public service employment since 2011 and those who entered before that date was ad-
dressed with the relevant union interests under the provisions of the Haddington Road Agree-
ment.  Furthermore, flexibility provided for within the Lansdowne Road Agreement has allowed 
particular sectoral issues to be addressed more recently such as the restoration of supervision 
and substitution payments and new entrant payments in the Education Sector.

02/05/2017WRLL02500Public Sector Pay

02/05/2017WRLL02600671. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will restore public sector pay to eliminate inferior pay scales and pension schemes for newer 
workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20054/17]

02/05/2017WRLL02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The 10% re-
ductions in starting pay for certain new entrants were introduced in January 2011 as part of the 
National Recovery Plan in order to reduce the Public Service Pay Bill by the then Government.

The issue of addressing the difference in incremental salary scales between those public 
servants, who entered public service employment since 2011 and those who entered before that 
date was addressed with the relevant union interests under the provisions of the Haddington 
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Road Agreement (HRA).  From 1 November 2013 pre and post-2011 pay scales were merged 
into a single consolidated scale applicable to each grade.  Generally, the third point of 1 Novem-
ber 2013 pay scale is equivalent to the first point of the pre 2011 scale.  Guidelines in relation 
to the merging of the scales are available on my Departments website http://www.per.gov.ie/en/
haddington-road-agreement/ 

Any further remuneration adjustment, for any group of public servants including new en-
trants, can be examined under the framework of the Lansdowne Road Agreement but must 
also be considered in the context of the total cost of the agreement (€844 million) and the total 
cost of the outstanding FEMPI restoration post Lansdowne Road (€1.4 billion).

Acting within these constraints, the Agreement has provided the flexibility to address par-
ticular sectoral issues such as the restoration of supervision and substitution payments and new 
entrant payments in the Education Sector and the restoration of rent allowances to new entrant 
firefighters and members of An Garda Síochána.

The Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012 introduced a 
new Single Pension Scheme for new entrants to the public service from 1 January 2013.  Being 
a career-average Pension Scheme in which retirement benefits are based on a member’s earn-
ings throughout their entire public service career, the Single Scheme represents a significant 
departure from the nature of earlier Public Service Schemes operating in Ireland that have been 
based on members’ final salary.  This scheme has a minimum pension age which is linked to 
future increases in the age for the Contributory State Pension, and pension benefits are linked 
to rising inflation rather than pay.  This major reform aims for very substantial long-run savings 
of about one third of pension pay-out costs, while still delivering fair and reasonable pensions 
to members and ensuring the continued fiscal sustainability of public service pension costs into 
the future.

02/05/2017WRMM00200Public Sector Staff Remuneration

02/05/2017WRMM00300672. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if per-
sons recruited to direct entry positions in the public sector are paid an allowance for holding a 
level 8 qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20228/17]

02/05/2017WRMM00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform has overarching responsibility for recruitment to the civil 
service only.  Persons recruited to direct entry positions in the Civil Service do not receive an 
allowance for holding a Level 8 qualification.  Any queries in respect of payment of allowances 
for educational qualifications in, for example the Education Sector or Health Sector would be a 
matter, in the first instance for the Minister for Education and Skills or the Minister for Health 
respectively.

02/05/2017WRMM00500Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

02/05/2017WRMM00600673. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the action being taken to address the provision of pensions for community employment supervi-
sors; his views on the need to rectify this situation without further delay; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20334/17]

02/05/2017WRMM00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Commu-
nity Sector High Level Forum (or Working Group) (previously the Informal Forum) was con-
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vened in 2015 and 2016 to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employment 
sector having regard to the implications for costs and precedent.  The Forum continues to meet, 
most recently on 7 April last, to give consideration to the issues to which the Deputy refers.

It does however continue to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of 
the particular employees concerned and that it is not possible for the State to provide funding 
for such a scheme.  The employees in question are, or were, employees of private companies 
notwithstanding the fact that the companies concerned are, or were, reliant on State funding.  In 
considering the matter, regard must be had to the costs and the precedent of such an arrange-
ment were one to be created and further detailed scoping work is required in this regard over 
the coming months.

02/05/2017WRMM00800State Pensions Reform

02/05/2017WRMM00900674. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the options 
for persons in the teaching profession forced into retirement at 65 years of age and thus denied 
an extra year’s salary while still not qualifying for the old age pension until they are 66 years of 
age; and his plans to address this anomaly. [20483/17]

02/05/2017WRMM01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Depu-
ty is aware, an Interdepartmental Working Group, chaired by my Department, was established 
early in 2016 to examine the issues arising from prevailing retirement ages for workers in 
both the public and private sectors, in the context of the current age of entitlement to the State 
Pension and the scheduled increases to the State Pension age in 2021 and 2028.  The Group’s 
Report was agreed by Government last August.

On foot of one of the recommendations of the Report, my Department, with Public Service 
employers, was tasked to review the current statutory and operational considerations giving 
rise to barriers to extended participation in the public service workforce up to and including the 
current age of entitlement to the Contributory State Pension. This review is currently underway 
and is expected to be completed in this quarter. I understand that the Department of Education 
and Skills as a major public service employer in the education area has been directly consulted 
in this review. 

Future policy in this area will be considered by Government following the outcome of this 
review.  Any change in the compulsory retirement ages for public servants will require primary 
legislation.

  Questions Nos. 675 and 676 answered with Question No. 670.

02/05/2017WRMM01200Departmental Correspondence

02/05/2017WRMM01300677. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
correspondence from a person (details supplied) will be replied to in full; the reason for the de-
lay in replying to this correspondence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20530/17]

02/05/2017WRMM01400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The issues raised in the correspondence are complex and have required the participa-
tion of a number of staff in different Departments to research and present the material properly.  
I understand that a full response to the correspondence in question will be issued in the coming 
days.
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02/05/2017WRMM01500Flood Prevention Measures

02/05/2017WRMM01600678. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the position 
regarding a storm protection scheme (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20567/17]

02/05/2017WRMM01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): A report relating to the coastal erosion risk management study for the area in question 
was submitted by Clare County Council to this office in 2016.   This report and the proposals 
contained therein were discussed at a meeting between the Office of Public Works (OPW), 
Clare County Council and the Consultants in September 2016. 

The OPW are awaiting a revised proposal from Clare County Council for a cost-beneficial 
and viable flood defence option for Seafield and Clohaninchy, Quilty, Co. Clare.

02/05/2017WRMM01800Capital Expenditure Programme

02/05/2017WRMM01900679. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he expects the mid-term review of the capital investment plan to be finalised and pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20568/17]

02/05/2017WRMM02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Submissions 
in relation to the mid-term review and the additional funding available, were sought from De-
partments in January and are currently being examined by officials in my Department. 

A public consultation process has also recently concluded to ascertain the views of the 
public and key stakeholders on what our national infrastructure priorities should be and to seek 
views on infrastructure investment priorities beyond the period of the current Capital Plan, 
which will help formulate a longer term Capital Plan for the next 10 years. 

My Department’s assessment of the submissions received on the Capital Review will be 
based on, for example, updated analysis of infrastructure capacity and demand as well as the 
new National Planning Framework due to be published later this year in order to ensure that 
the additional capital resources are targeted on priority public capital infrastructure required to 
support Ireland’s medium-term growth potential and underpin social cohesion.

It is expected that the review process will be completed in Quarter 3 of 2017, to enable the 
Government to make final decisions in due course on how the remaining additional capital 
funding should be allocated.

02/05/2017WRMM02100Flood Relief Schemes Applications

02/05/2017WRMM02200680. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
minor works application been submitted from Galway County Council on behalf of a group 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20654/17]

02/05/2017WRMM02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised that no application has been received under the Minor Flood Mitigation 
Works & Coastal Protection scheme for the area referred to in the Deputy’s question. 

I would emphasise that the Minor Works scheme is not a grant scheme for individual house-
holders or community groups and is not operated in that way.  It is a funding programme 
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between OPW and local authorities to enable the latter to undertake smaller scale, localised 
works.  All applications must be received from the local authority and, if funding is approved, 
the works must be organised, contracted and paid for directly by the local authority.  Full details 
of the scheme are on www.opw.ie  

02/05/2017WRMM02400Flood Risk Assessments

02/05/2017WRMM02500681. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason run-off water was not included as part of the scope of works in the terms of reference 
for the Gort CFRAMS study; the cost in each of the years, 2010 to 2016, and to date in 2017, to 
have a CFRAM completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20681/17]

02/05/2017WRMM02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): Flood risk from run-off water within an urban context (i.e., urban storm water drain-
age) is of a very different nature from fluvial and coastal flooding in terms of both mechanisms 
and methods to manage and reduce the risk, and is a matter for the Local Authorities.  The 
OPW Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Studies are focusing on 
managing the flood risks from fluvial and coastal sources.  While rural run-off into streams, and 
into groundwater systems that later emerge into streams, that run through one of the Areas for 
further Assessment (AFAs), such as Gort, would have been taken into account in the CFRAM 
Studies, the Studies did not set out to address more local urban storm water drainage issues.

The core strategy for addressing significant flood risks nationally is the CFRAM Programme.  
Gort, Co Galway is part of the Western CFRAM Study and was designated as one of thirty-one 
Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) under that study.

The annual cost of the Western CFRAM study from 2010 to date including the cost of the 
topographical survey work, is outlined in the following table:

Western CFRAM Study costs

Year Annual cost € Vat inclusive
2010 nil
2011  79,010
2012 791,350
2013 731,660
2014 363,070
2015 414,110
2016 182,568
2017 to date 363,090
TOTAL 2,924,858
The current position regarding the CFRAM Programme is that the flood risk management 

plans are now being finalised and this process is near completion.  A prioritised list of feasible 
measures, both structural and non-structural, will be drawn up to address flood risk in an en-
vironmentally sustainable and cost effective manner.  The Plans will then be submitted for ap-
proval by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

02/05/2017WRMM02700Office of Public Works Projects
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02/05/2017WRMM02800682. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to remove cost benefit criteria for applications for funding for minor or major capital 
works projects in Gort (details supplied). [20682/17]

02/05/2017WRMM02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): There are no plans to remove cost benefit criteria from the assessment of capital 
works funding proposals.  In relation to applications for funding for minor capital works a re-
view of the Office of Public Works Minor Works Scheme is currently under way with a view 
to examining the criteria for consideration within the Scheme, including for example the vari-
ous thresholds for the assessment of benefit and the financial limits for applications under the 
Scheme.  The review, which includes consultations with Local Authorities, is examining any 
potential improvements, administrative or financial, which will facilitate applications under the 
scheme.  The review will be completed in the shortest possible timeframe. 

Any major capital works involving public expenditure of a significant nature requires robust 
cost benefit analysis in order to comply with the Public Spending Code.

02/05/2017WRMM03000Drainage Schemes Expenditure

02/05/2017WRMM03100683. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the fund-
ing provisions in place for persons that need to carry out riverbank management and preserva-
tion on their lands (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20708/17]

02/05/2017WRMM03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) carries out a programme of Arterial Drainage 
Maintenance to a total of 11,500 km of river channel and approximately 730 km of embank-
ments nationally.  These maintenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed by 
the OPW under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  The OPW has a statutory duty to 
maintain the completed schemes in proper repair and effective condition.  The annual mainte-
nance programme typically involves some clearance of vegetation and removal of silt build-up 
on an average five-yearly cycle.  Each year, work is carried out to approximately 2,000 km of 
channel and about 200 structures around the country.  Maintenance of all drainage schemes 
carried out under earlier Acts, known as Drainage Districts, is the responsibility of the relevant 
Local Authority.

Outside of the above schemes, maintenance of riverbanks would be the responsibility of the 
riparian landowner.  Work to develop guidance to clarify the rights and responsibilities of land-
owners in relation to the maintenance of water course on or near their lands is at an advanced 
stage and will be subject to legal advice before being finalised.

02/05/2017WRMM03300Public Service Pay Commission Reports

02/05/2017WRMM03400684. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
Public Service Pay Commission will issue its initial report; the timeframe to end inequality in 
teachers pay structures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20715/17]

02/05/2017WRMM03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Pay Commission is due to report shortly in accordance with the general time frame 
envisaged when it was originally established. 

While pay matters generally are a matter for my Department it is the position that the issue 
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of teachers’ terms and conditions of employment is a matter, in the first instance, for my col-
league the Minister for Education and Skills to consider.

02/05/2017WRMM03600Western Development Commission Data

02/05/2017WRMM03700685. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the operational activities and costs to the State of the Western Development 
Commission. [19191/17]

02/05/2017WRMM03800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Western Development Commission (WDC) was estab-
lished in 1997 as part of a response to the severe population decline of the Western Region. It 
was put on a statutory footing in 1999 under the Western Development Commission Act, 1998.   
The main aim of the WDC is to promote, foster and encourage economic and social develop-
ment in the Western Region, which covers counties Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo, Mayo, Roscom-
mon, Galway and Clare. 

The strategic goals of WDC currently are to:

 - contribute to balanced regional development by ensuring that the Western Region maxi-
mises its full potential for economic and social development;

 - promote the benefits of living, working and doing business in the Western Region;

 - support the sustainable economic and social development of the rural economy;

 - provide risk capital to SMEs and social enterprises; and

 - operate the WDC as a competent and effective organisation.

The WDC provides research and analysis to support policy-making on economic and social 
development in the Western Region.  It provides risk capital to micro, small and medium sized 
and social enterprises through the Western Investment Fund, and is involved in a number of 
EU-funded projects. 

My Department contributes approximately €1.5 million in Current funding towards the run-
ning costs of the WDC.  The 2017 Revised Estimates Volume also includes a Capital allocation 
of €1 million for the Commission. 

02/05/2017WRMM03900Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas

02/05/2017WRMM04000686. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the meetings her Department has had on the CEDRA report both internally and 
externally in tabular form. [19632/17]

02/05/2017WRMM04100702. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the status of the CEDRA report; and the status report of each individual recom-
mendation from the report in tabular form. [19630/17]

02/05/2017WRMM04200703. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the number of persons in her Department working on implementing the CEDRA 
report; and the number of meetings both internally and externally that have taken place on this 
since 6 May 2016. [19631/17]



Questions - Written Answers

494

02/05/2017WRMM04300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 686, 702 and 703 together.

The Report of the Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas (CEDRA) 
was published in April 2014 and contained a series of recommendations to Government in rela-
tion to rural development, many of which have already been implemented.     

The priority recommendation made by CEDRA was the need for a co-ordinated approach to 
rural development across Government led by a Cabinet Minister. The assignment of responsi-
bility to my Department for regional and rural development, and the creation of a new Regional 
and Rural Affairs Division in my Department, addresses this key recommendation.

The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development, which I launched in January of this 
year, builds on, and goes further than, the CEDRA report by focusing on both the economic and 
social development of rural areas.  It will act as an overarching structure for a range of Govern-
ment initiatives which have the potential to benefit rural Ireland.

The Plan contains over 270 specific commitments to be delivered by a range of Government 
Departments, State agencies and other bodies.   It is being overseen by a Monitoring Commit-
tee, which I chair, and Progress Reports on the implementation of the actions in the Plan will 
be published every six months.

Within my own Department, actions will be delivered across all Divisions and by a number 
of agencies to support rural Ireland in areas such as built and natural heritage, arts and culture, 
recreational tourism, the Irish language, town and village renewal, and supporting sustainable 
communities. 

02/05/2017WRMM04400Scéim Áiseanna Pobail agus Teanga

02/05/2017WRMM04500687. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the funding sources available for a Gaeltacht community to construct a road-
side sign and to print maps outlining the location of each local logainm on the map and within 
the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19169/17]

02/05/2017WRMM04600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): My Department administers the Scéim Áiseanna Pobail agus Te-
anga (the Community and Language Facilities Scheme) in the Gaeltacht, under which financial 
assistance can be provided towards the capital costs associated with developing or improving 
community and language facilities in the Gaeltacht.  The Deputy should also note that Gaeltacht 
residents have access to the same schemes available to people outside of the Gaeltacht, such as 
the LEADER programme which is also administered by my Department. LEADER funding is 
delivered through Local Action Groups in each of the 28 LEADER sub-regional areas around 
the country.  The LEADER programme funds projects under three policy themes:   

-  Economic Development, Enterprise Development and Job Creation   

-  Social Inclusion, and   

-  Rural Environment.

In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, it must be compatible with the ac-
tions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy in the sub-regional area concerned 
and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regulations in place for the programme.
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Funding approvals are a matter for the Local Action Group in the relevant area and I have 
no function in relation to these matters.  

02/05/2017WRMM04700An Teanga Gaeilge

02/05/2017WRMM04800688. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the estimated cost of rolling out a programme here equivalent to Líofa which 
is a government sponsored Irish language programme operating in Northern Ireland. [19206/17]

02/05/2017WRMM04900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Líofa initiative, which is a government sponsored Irish 
language programme operating in Northern Ireland, was launched in September 2011 with 
the objective of having 1,000 people commit to improving and using their Irish.  I understand 
that an examination of the potential development of a similar initiative in this jurisdiction, in 
conjunction with Údarás na Gaeltachta and other relevant Irish language organisations, was 
undertaken by Foras na Gaeilge in 2013.  However, due to the more robust infrastructure south 
of the border, including educational support and the long-standing existence of organisations to 
promote the Irish language, the circumstances surrounding the potential introduction of such a 
programme in the South would be quite different to those prevailing in the North.

In this context, no estimate has been compiled of the costs associated with the roll-out of 
such a programme in this jurisdiction. 

02/05/2017WRMM05000Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga

02/05/2017WRMM05100689. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén costas a bhainfidh le scéim na gcúntóirí teanga a chur i 
bhfeidhm don scoilbhliain 2017/2018 agus gach scoil laistigh den Ghaeltacht san áireamh; agus 
an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [19207/17]

02/05/2017WRMM05200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Mar a thug mé le fios i bhfreagra ar Cheist Dála Uimhir 279 ar 
6 Nollaig 2016, tá sé aontaithe leis an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna go ndéanfar athbhre-
ithniú iomlán ar Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga mar chuid den Pholasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta 
2017-2022 a foilsíodh anuraidh.  Táthar ag súil leis an athbhreithniú seo a bheith déanta sa 
bhliain atá amach romhainn.

Is iad Muintearas Teo. agus Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne a dhéanann riaradh ar an scéim 
seo agus glactar le hiarratais ó gach scoil sa Ghaeltacht.  Ní chuirtear cúnamh ar fáil, áfach, ach 
do scoileanna a chomhlíonann critéir na scéime.  Faoin scéim seo, cuirtear Cúntóirí Teanga, gur 
cainteoirí líofa Gaeilge iad, ar fáil mar thaca do scoileanna Gaeltachta chun cuidiú le páistí nach 
bhfuil an Ghaeilge mar phríomh-theanga acu nó páistí a dteastaíonn tuilleadh cabhrach uathu 
chun an Ghaeilge a shealbhú.  Scoileanna ina bhfuil polasaí láidir Gaeilge i bhfeidhm iontu 
amháin atá i gceist le gur féidir leis na páistí sin freastal ar gnáth ranganna trí Ghaeilge taobh 
istigh de achar gearr. 

I 2012, cuireadh cúnamh breise ar fáil chun beartais ar leith a chur i gcrích a bheadh dírithe 
freisin ar shaibhriú teanga go príomha, dírithe ar na páistí a bhfuil an Ghaeilge ar a dtoil acu 
cheana féin.  Is léir mar sin go bhfuil riachtanais difriúla ag na scoileanna seo agus, dá bhrí sin, 
níl an cúnamh céanna i gceist i gcás gach scoil de bharr cúinsí éagsúla.
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Sa chomhthéacs seo, ní féidir le mo Roinn an meastachán costais atá iarrtha ag an Teachta a 
ríomh go cruinn. Is féidir liom a dheimhniú gur cuireadh €781,241 ar fáil faoin scéim don scoil 
bhliain 2016/2017.     

02/05/2017WRNN00200Inland Fisheries Ireland

02/05/2017WRNN00300690. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if she has satisfied herself that an altered application by Inland Fisheries Ire-
land (details supplied) complies fully with all current national, EU, and international legislation 
relating to such foreshore licence applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19223/17]

02/05/2017WRNN00400691. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if Inland Fisheries Ireland is the competent authority under the current EU 
Appropriate Assessment Directive to conduct the appropriate assessment screening of its own 
project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19224/17]

02/05/2017WRNN00500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 690 and 691 together.  

I understand that the matters raised in the questions relate to a foreshore application by In-
land Fisheries Ireland in connection with the continuation of a research study on the movements 
and migrations of juvenile salmon and sea trout into and through Galway Bay.  As consideration 
of foreshore licenses is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government under the relevant legislation, questions in relation to compliance 
with legislation are not a matter for the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional. Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs but for the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government. 

02/05/2017WRNN00600Town and Village Renewal Scheme

02/05/2017WRNN00700692. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the scheme which is planned to encourage persons to take up residential oc-
cupancy of premises in towns and villages as part of the action plan for rural development; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19244/17]

02/05/2017WRNN00800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): As part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development, I launched an 
enhanced Town and Village Renewal Scheme on 13 April 2017.  This Scheme will focus on im-
proving the economic development of our rural towns and villages.  A fund of €20 million has 
been made available under the Scheme to support the rejuvenation of up to 300 rural towns and 
villages over the next 15 months.  The closing date for applications is 30 June 2017.  I strongly 
believe that if we want to breathe life back into our rural towns and villages, we need to support 
more people to live in town and village centres.  In this context, I plan to launch a pilot scheme 
in the second half of the year to encourage residential occupancy in rural towns and villages. 

Details of this initiative are being finalised in consultation with relevant Departments.  The 
pilot will examine ways in which properties that are currently not in use in town and village 
centres can be restored or renovated to allow them to be used for residential purposes. 

02/05/2017WRNN00900Post Office Network
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02/05/2017WRNN01000693. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs when she envisages rolling out the share value post office pilot scheme to post 
offices across the country; when a review will be carried out on the four post offices currently 
participating; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19293/17]

02/05/2017WRNN01100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): I recently presented the final report of the Post Office Hub 
Working Group to the Government, in line with a commitment in the Programme for a Part-
nership Government.  This report examined the potential for Post Offices to act as hubs of eco-
nomic and social activity, particularly in rural communities.

It recommended that a project to test the concept of Shared Value Co-located Post Offices 
should be piloted, initially at four locations, with a view to the further roll out of the model if 
proven successful. 

It will be a matter for An Post, in collaboration with the Irish Postmasters Union, to identify 
and agree the details of any such pilot and the specific offices to be included in the trial.

There have been a number of developments in relation to the postal services generally since 
the Programme for a Partnership Government  was agreed last May, including the commission-
ing by An Post of a root and branch review of the company.

Overall responsibility for the postal sector, including the governance of An Post, falls under 
the remit of the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment and, in light of 
developments in the sector, it has been agreed that all aspects of the postal services, including 
the Post Office network, should now be under the remit of the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

02/05/2017WRNN01200Gorse Burning

02/05/2017WRNN01300694. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the number of investigations into illegal gorse fires taking place in 2017; 
the procedures her Department currently follows to ensure section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1975, 
as amended, is adhered to; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [19320/17]

02/05/2017WRNN01400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Significant environmental damage is caused by wildfires and the issue has be-
come more acute in recent years.  The primary responsibility in terms of fire fighting lies with 
the Fire Service and the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Govern-
ment.  With regard to gorse fires in particular, my Department is one of a number of agencies 
represented on the Inter-Agency Gorse Fire Group that explores issues surrounding such fires.  
An Garda Síochána is also represented on the Group and leads any criminal investigation.  My 
Department, of course, cooperates fully with any Garda investigations and any other investiga-
tions that may be initiated by other statutory bodies.

The main source of wild gorse fires is thought to be the deliberate starting of fires without 
concern for the consequences.  Aside from such malicious activities, one of the main challenges 
is to encourage members of the public, (including landowners, farmers and recreational users 
of publicly accessible land), to act responsibly at all times, to be mindful of their own safety 
and the safety of others, to be mindful of the need to protect property, both publicly owned and 
privately owned and to appreciate the value of our natural heritage, particularly in our National 
Parks, Nature Reserves and Designated (Natura 2000) Sites.
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With regard to the National Parks in particular, on an on-going basis, officials from my 
Department are in close liaison with both the Gardaí and the Fire Service. My staff remain ever-
vigilant when conditions exist that might result in fires in the National Parks.   

02/05/2017WRNN01500Rural Development Programme Funding

02/05/2017WRNN01600695. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the details of all projects in County Tipperary that applied for funding in 2016 
and to date in 2017 under the rural development programme; the projects which have had their 
funding applications rejected in 2016 and to date in 2017; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [19393/17]

02/05/2017WRNN01700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am interpreting the Deputy’s question as relating to the LEADER programme 
which forms part of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 2014-2020.  The Rural Devel-
opment Programme is co-funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) and is coordinated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  My 
Department operates the LEADER programme, which supports rural economic development, 
social inclusion and the environment.

The agreement for delivery of the new LEADER 2014-2020 Programme in the Tipperary 
LEADER sub-regional area was signed on 8 July 2016, with approved funding of approxi-
mately €10.103 million over the lifetime of the programme.  The Local Action Group which 
is responsible for LEADER in the Tipperary sub-regional area is Tipperary Local Community 
Development Committee, with North Tipperary LEADER Partnership and South Tipperary 
Development CLG delivering the programme as Implementing Partners.

I understand that a total of 300 Expressions of Interest for LEADER funding have been 
submitted by potential project promoters to the Local Action Group to date – 20 were submitted 
in 2016 and 280 have been submitted in 2017. Project promoters who are successful at Expres-
sions of Interest stage are invited to submit a formal application for funding.

The approval or otherwise of applications under the LEADER programme is an operational 
matter for the Local Action Group.  However, I understand that the Local Action Group in Tip-
perary has not as yet approved any formal applications, although those successful in the Expres-
sions of Interest phase are progressing through the various stages of the process. 

In addition to the LEADER programme, in 2016, 43 projects in Co. Tipperary were ap-
proved for funding under the 2016 CLÁR programme, 5 were approved under the Town and 
Village Renewal Scheme and 3 were approved under the Rural Recreation Scheme.  I will 
forward details of the successful projects under these schemes directly to the Deputy.  It is not 
feasible, given the number of applications made to some of these programmes, to provide de-
tails of all unsuccessful applications.

2017 funding rounds of CLÁR, Town and Village Renewal and the Rural Recreation Scheme 
are currently open for applications and further details of these schemes are available on my De-
partment’s website, www.ahrrga.gov.ie. 

02/05/2017WRNN01800Heritage Sites

02/05/2017WRNN01900696. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
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and Gaeltacht Affairs if her attention has been drawn to plans for development at a location (de-
tails supplied); if her attention has been further drawn to the significant natural beauty, flora and 
fauna, recreational value and archaeological sites involved; her plans to ensure conservation of 
the heritage value of this location; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19401/17]

02/05/2017WRNN02000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply today to Question No. 84. 

02/05/2017WRNN02100Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRNN02200697. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if funding will be made available to an organisation (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19433/17]

02/05/2017WRNN02300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In general, the Arts Council is the primary source of funding for the arts in Ire-
land.  The Arts Council is statutorily independent in relation to the performance of its functions 
in funding of the arts. Full details of all its funding schemes are available on the Council’s 
website at www.artscouncil.ie.

I was pleased to secure significant additional funding for the Arts Council in Budget 2017.   
This will see an increase of € 5million or 8%, in the Council’s allocation.  It will allow the 
Council to enhance supports to artists and arts organisations.  The Arts Council’s Strategy Mak-
ing Great Art Work  sets out the Council’s plans to lead the development of the arts in the de-
cade to 2025.  The Strategy prioritises the professional artist as well as public engagement and 
outlines a range of actions that will be taken to deliver on its vision.

My Department has been unable to locate the email referred to by the Deputy.  The email 
could be resent to ministers.office@ahg.gov.ie  and my Department will consider it.  If the ap-
plication for funding to which the Deputy is referring is for a capital grant, I hope to announce a 
new small capital grants Scheme in the coming weeks which will be geared towards providing 
grants of up to €20,000 to not-for-profit organisations with a defined arts and cultural remit.  I 
recently announced details of more than €9 million in capital funding for 56 arts and culture 
centres across the country.  This is the most significant investment in arts and cultural centres 
in a decade and will target investment at a range of different facilities, including arts centres, 
theatres, galleries and museums, as well as artists’ studios and creative spaces.  A full list of 
organisations to benefit from funding under Stream 1 and 2 of the Arts and Cultural Capital 
Scheme 2016-2018 is available on my Department’s website.      

02/05/2017WRNN02400Departmental Bodies Reports

02/05/2017WRNN02500698. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 454 and 455 of 11 April 2017, the 
detail of the document being referred to as the proponents report; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19509/17]

02/05/2017WRNN02600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The document referred to is the “Appropriate Assessment Stage 1 Screening 
Report for the Marine and Renewable Energy Test Site in Galway Bay” which was prepared by 
the Marine Institute. 
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02/05/2017WRNN02700National Parks and Wildlife Service

02/05/2017WRNN02800699. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the reason the nature conservation unit of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, NPWS, declined to participate in the marine licence vetting committee assessing the 
Galway Bay marine and renewable energy test site in An Spidéal, County Galway (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19510/17]

02/05/2017WRNN02900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): As outlined in reply to previous questions, my Department provided observa-
tions on this application and I am satisfied that these observations were appropriate.  For this 
reason, and given constraints of staffing resources, my Department was unable to attend the 
meeting referred to.

02/05/2017WRNN03000Town and Village Renewal Scheme

02/05/2017WRNN03100700. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if street lighting needed in a village will be considered for funding under the vil-
lage and town renewal scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19515/17]

02/05/2017WRNN03200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): On 13 April, I launched an enhanced Town and Village Re-
newal Scheme for 2017 as part of the Action Plan for Rural Development.  This scheme will see 
€20 million in funding being invested in towns and villages across rural Ireland over the next 
15 months.  The scheme is targeted at rural towns and villages with populations of less than 
10,000 people.  Projects which have clear positive economic impacts on the town/village or 
which stimulate economic activity between a town/village and its neighbouring townlands will 
be particularly welcome, as will projects which demonstrate leveraging of, or linkages with, 
other schemes operated by Government Departments or agencies (e.g. in the areas of heritage, 
arts, culture, tourism, tidy towns, recreational facilities, re-use of vacant premises, vacant sites, 
energy efficiency schemes, etc.).   

The objective of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme is to add value over and above any 
works which Local Authorities might carry out as part of their regular service. Improved street 
lighting for a village would not necessarily be excluded from the scheme, but I would expect 
that any such measure would be part of a wider proposal to support the rejuvenation of the vil-
lage. 

02/05/2017WRNN03300Creative Ireland Programme

02/05/2017WRNN03400701. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she will report on her Department’s involvment in Creative Ireland. 
[18286/17]

02/05/2017WRNN03500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Taoiseach and I launched the Creative Ireland Programme/Clár Éire Ildán-
ach 2017 – 2022 on 8 December 2016 as the Government Legacy Programme for Ireland 2016 
and as the main implementation vehicle for the priorities identified in Culture 2025/Éire Ildán-
ach, the draft cultural policy which I published in July 2016.

This is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream culture and creativity in the life of the 
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nation and to promote individual, community and national wellbeing.  The Creative Ireland 
Programme embraces the whole cultural sector, bringing together all those involved in the arts, 
film, broadcasting, visual arts, cultural heritage, the Irish language and Gaeltacht, with Govern-
ment Departments and State agencies.

The core proposition of this programme is that participation in cultural activity drives per-
sonal and collective creativity, with significant implications for individual and societal wellbe-
ing and achievement. The programme is based on five pillars:   

- Enabling the creative potential of every child   

- Enabling creativity in every community   

- Investing in our creative and cultural infrastructure   

- Establishing Ireland as a centre of excellence in media production

- Unifying our global reputation   

In Budget 2017, I secured €5m to commence the implementation of the Creative Ireland 
programme which includes an ambitious plan to deliver 10 major initiatives by the end of this 
year.  Further details of these initiatives are available on http://creative.ireland.ie

Delivery of the Programme is overseen by the Cabinet Committee on the Arts, Irish, the 
Gaeltacht and the Islands chaired by the Taoiseach, and a Senior Officials Group led by the 
Secretary General of the Department of the Taoiseach and comprising senior civil servants from 
relevant Departments.

Within my Department, I have responsibility for the Creative Ireland Programme, which is 
being delivered through a dedicated Creative Ireland Programme Project Office. Officials in the 
Project Office work in partnership with existing agencies, local authorities, cultural   institu-
tions and State bodies to deliver the Programme .   

  Questions Nos . 702 and 703 answered with Question No. 686.

02/05/2017WRNN03700Forbairt Calaí agus Céanna

02/05/2017WRNN03800704. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí 
Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén dul chun cinn atá déanta leis an réamhobair chun 
síneadh a chur le céibh Inis Oírr; cad iad na socruithe ina leith seo atá déanta go dáta ag an Ro-
inn; cé mhéid airgid atá ceadaithe don obair seo; cén caiteachas a mheastar a bhainfidh leis an 
togra seo i mbliana; cad iad na céimeanna a chaithfear a ghlacadh sula mbronnfar conradh don 
obair seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [19637/17]

02/05/2017WRNN03900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Scríobh mo Roinn chuig Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe ta-
mall ó shin mar gheall ar an tionscadal seo.  Ag eascairt as sin, tá aontaithe ag mo Roinn leis an 
gComhairle go rachfar ar aghaidh le hathfhostú chomhlacht comhairleoireachta ar mhaithe leis 
an tionscadail a thabhairt chun cinn.  Mar chéad chéim den chur chuige seo, tá i gceist iarraidh 
ar na comhairleoirí luacháil a dhéanamh ar chostas iomlán an tionscadail.  Beidh i gceist chomh 
maith plean oibre chun é a chur i gcríoch a ullmhú.  Ní féidir, dá réir, an caiteachas a dhéanfar 
ar an tionscadal in 2017 a mheas ag an bpointe seo.    
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02/05/2017WRNN04000Forbairt Calaí agus Céanna

02/05/2017WRNN04100705. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus 
Gaeltachta cad iad na socruithe atá déanta idir a Roinn agus Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe 
maidir le tuilleadh oibre a dhéanamh ar chéibh Inis Meáin; an mbeidh comhcomhairliúchán 
roimh ré ann leis na hoileánaigh agus le lucht úsáidte na céibhe maidir leis an obair atá i gceist; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [19638/17]

02/05/2017WRNN04200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Ar mhaithe le dlús a chur le forbairt Chéim III de Ché an Cha-
laidh Mhóir in Inis Meáin, tá scríofa ag mo Roinn le déanaí chuig Comhairle Chontae na Gail-
limhe ag lorg soiléirithe uathu maidir le staid reatha an tionscadail.  Cuimsíonn sé seo cur síos 
ar an obair atá déanta go dáta, soiléiriú maidir leis na ceadúnais faighte atá fós bailí agus cur 
síos ar amchlár imlíneach na gcéimeanna atá le tógáil chun an tionscadail a chur i gcríoch.  Ach 
an fhaisnéis seo bheith faighte ón gComhairle Chontae, beidh mé in ann cinneadh a dhéanamh 
maidir le maoiniú an chéad céim eile den tionscadal.

Tuigtear dom go bhfuil oifigigh mo Roinne ag casadh le hionadaithe ó Inis Meáin an 
tseachtain seo chun na féidearthachtaí i ndáil leis an tionscadal seo a bhrú chun cinn a phlé agus 
go bhfuil i gceist cruinniú le Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe a eagrú ina dhiaidh sin. 

02/05/2017WRNN04300Air Services Provision

02/05/2017WRNN04400706. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her plans for the airstrips in Inishbofin and Cluain Leacht an Abba, Cleggan; 
her plans to keep them in public ownership; her further plans to provide a scheduled air service 
from these facilities; the estimated cost of providing a service to these airstrips on a three day a 
week basis originating in Aerphort Conamara, Indreabhan; her plans to proceed with the devel-
opment of air terminals at each site; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19642/17]

02/05/2017WRNN04500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): My Department is currently seeking submissions from inter-
ested parties in relation to use of the airstrips and surrounding sites at Cleggan and Inishbofin, 
with submissions due by 19 May.  Submissions received will inform my Department as it de-
liberates about the future of the facilities.  Deliberations will include a range of issues including 
the matters raised by the Deputy. 

02/05/2017WROO00200Commemorative Medals

02/05/2017WROO00300707. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the reason members of the fire service did not receive 1916 Commemorative 
medals unlike their colleagues in the Defence Forces; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19676/17]

02/05/2017WROO00400734. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if guidelines were issued last year from her Department to local authorities re-
garding the issuing of 1916 commemorative medals to members of the fire and rescue service. 
[19964/17]

02/05/2017WROO00500735. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
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tacht Affairs the responsibility her department had in relation to drafting the guidelines for the 
issuing of 1916 commemorative medals in 2016 to members of the emergency services such 
as An Garda Síochána, the Defence Forces and the national ambulance service; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19965/17]

02/05/2017WROO00600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 707, 734 and 735 together.

The presentation of medals for participation in the 1916 commemorations was a matter for 
the services concerned and/or their sponsoring Departments.  My Department has no role in re-
lation to An Garda Síochána, the Defence Forces, or the local authority fire and rescue services 
and no guidelines were issued by my Department in regard to the presentation of commemora-
tive medals.

02/05/2017WROO00700Departmental Funding

02/05/2017WROO00800708. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to carry over funding for the 1916 commemoration to the general arts, 
culture and film programme to 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19717/17]

02/05/2017WROO00900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In 2016, once off funding of approximately €49 million was allocated to the 
Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme under my Department comprising , approximately €18 
million in current funding and €31 million in capital.  I have retained the majority of the €18 
million current funding for 2017 which is now part of the baseline for the Arts division of the 
Department, meaning it will be available for future years.

I have already announced increases in funding across a range of arts bodies under my De-
partment’s remit as part of Budget 2017.

This has included:   

- An additional €5 million for the Arts Council, an 8% increase in its annual budget.   

- Boosts in funding for all of the national cultural institutions;   

- €1.5 million to facilitate the opening of the newly restored historic wings at the National 
Gallery of Ireland;   

- An increase of €2 million for the Irish Film Board and €1 million for Culture Ireland;   

- Funding of €5 million for the implementation of the Creative Ireland Programme.   

02/05/2017WROO01000Arts Funding

02/05/2017WROO01100709. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to commit to the long-term goal of increasing arts funding to the Euro-
pean average of 0.6% of GDP. [19718/17]

02/05/2017WROO01200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my response to Question No. 388 on 7 March 2017.  The 
position remains unchanged. 
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02/05/2017WROO01300Arts Funding

02/05/2017WROO01400710. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to increase funding in the arts over the lifetime of the Government; her 
views on whether funding for the Arts Council and the Irish Film Board should be doubled. 
[19719/17]

02/05/2017WROO01500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my response to Questions No. 389 and 408 of 7 March 
2017.

The position remains unchanged. 

02/05/2017WROO01600Arts Funding

02/05/2017WROO01700711. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to create an arts capital fund modelled after the sports capital fund to 
ensure better long term funding for the arts. [19720/17]

02/05/2017WROO01800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 390 on 7 March last.

The situation remains unchanged. 

02/05/2017WROO01900Social Welfare Code

02/05/2017WROO02000712. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will liaise with the Minister for Social Protection to examine the supports for 
working artists in the social welfare system; and if she will relax activation rules for working 
artists to allow them to support themselves as they produce art and cultural pieces. [19721/17]

02/05/2017WROO02100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In December, I announced that my Department in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Social Protection would devise a mechanism during 2017 to assist self-employed art-
ists who have applied for Jobseeker’s Allowance.  I have been in contact with my colleague the 
Minister for Social Protection on the matter and officials of our two Departments are working 
on this initiative in consultation with the Arts Council.  The scheme will be a pilot scheme and 
is part of the Creative Ireland Programme launched in December.  Details of the pilot scheme 
will be announced shortly. 

02/05/2017WROO02200World Heritage Sites

02/05/2017WROO02300713. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to pursue more applications for UNESCO world heritage status for na-
tional landmarks (details supplied). [19722/17]

02/05/2017WROO02400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Ireland’s current World Heritage Tentative List has come about from a very 
comprehensive process undertaken by a panel of Irish and international heritage experts specifi-
cally appointed for that purpose.  The process included full public consultation and an in-depth 
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review of all proposed candidate sites.

In the meantime, my Department has engaged with local authorities and local groups from 
the areas with proposals on the Tentative List to gauge the extent of the support available to 
advance the proposals and to clarify the work and resources required for that purpose.  The fun-
damental requirement is that each site must be capable of demonstrating Outstanding Universal 
Value to UNESCO. 

Of the sites featuring on the Tentative List, the greater progress so far has been with the 
Royal Sites serial nomination which includes Cashel, Dún Ailinne, the Hill of Uisneach, the 
Rathcroghan Complex, the Tara Complex and Navan Fort (Eamhain Macha). Technical evalu-
ations have been produced for each of the six component sites and my Department is holding 
ongoing meetings of stakeholders from all six locations to review progress and to chart the next 
steps.  It was agreed that the technical evaluations would be sent for international peer review 
following which work will need to begin on developing draft management plans for each site, 
including designation of core and buffer zones in each case.  A further plenary meeting of this 
group is scheduled for next June. The process will also have to take into account that some sites 
will be managed by the Office of Public Works, others by local authorities, that two are pri-
vately owned and that Eamhain Macha is in Northern Ireland.  The culmination of these steps, 
which will also have to be adopted with each of the other tentative list nominations, would be 
the creation of the full nomination documents for each site for submission to UNESCO. 

I am committed to supporting the current proposals in every way that I can.  The process is 
undoubtedly both complex and lengthy and the work at every stage must be supported and de-
veloped from the local level up with stakeholder buy-in and commitment at every stage.  While 
this adds to the timescale, it avoids a top down approach lacking the engagement necessary with 
local communities to secure full support for the proposals and for the protection and preserva-
tion of the sites into the future. 

02/05/2017WROO02500School Admissions

02/05/2017WROO02600714. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to co-operate with the Minister for Education and Skills to ensure that 
parents can access second level education through Irish, especially in areas with proven demand 
for gaelscoileanna. [19723/17]

02/05/2017WROO02700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): I refer the Deputy to previous replies given to Parliamentary Questions in relation to 
this matter.  As I mentioned in these replies, the question of access to second-level education 
through Irish is primarily a matter for the Minister for Education and Skills.

However, in the context of its responsibility for co-ordinating the implementation of the 20-
Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030, my Department works in close cooperation 
with a number of key stakeholders, including the Department of Education and Skills.

Given the critical role of education in achieving the objectives detailed in the 20-Year Strat-
egy, I can assure the Deputy that this close co-operation will continue to be a priority and I look 
forward to further engagement with my colleague, Richard Bruton T.D., Minister for Education 
and Skills, in relation to these matters.   

I should also point out that the Cabinet Committee on Arts, Irish, the Gaeltacht and the Is-
lands is working to ensure coherence and focus in the range of activities, both ongoing and in 
planning, to support and promote the Irish language within the wider context of national iden-
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tity, culture and creativity.  I am pleased to be a member of that Committee and I look forward 
to working with my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills, within that framework. 

02/05/2017WROO02800Gaeltacht Policy

02/05/2017WROO02900715. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will provide additional funding to Gaeltacht areas to encourage greater use 
of the Irish language and better economic prospects for those living in those areas. [19724/17]

02/05/2017WROO03000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): I refer the Deputy to the previous replies given to Parliamentary Questions in relation to 
this matter.  As I mentioned in those replies, the implementation of the 20-Year Strategy for the 
Irish Language 2010-2030 is recognised as a key priority in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government in so far as it supports the maintenance and development of the Irish language as 
a community and household language in the Gaeltacht.  Other measures outlined in the Pro-
gramme include:

- A focus on job creation in the Gaeltacht through investment in jobs by Údarás na Gael-
tachta;   

- Encouraging the attendance by children at Irish-medium pre-schools or naíonraí in Gael-
tacht areas; and,   

- Increasing investment in the Irish language.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department, together with Údarás na Gaeltachta, admin-
isters a wide range of schemes, programmes and initiatives targeting language and economic 
development in Gaeltacht areas.  Further details are available on my Department’s and Údarás 
na Gaeltachta’s websites at www.ahrrga.gov.ie  and www.udaras.ie respectively.   

In order to further underpin the implementation of the 20-Year Strategy and the language 
planning process, as set out in Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, a specific allocation of €1.25m has 
also been provided in my Department’s vote this year, an increase of €250,000 on the 2016 al-
location.  This increased allocation will further enable my Department, acting in co-operation 
with Údarás na Gaeltachta and relevant stakeholders at community level, to implement a range 
of specific and practical measures aimed at supporting both the implementation of the Strategy 
and of the language planning process in Gaeltacht areas.

A further increase of €1m in current funding provided in my Department’s Vote this year for 
the Irish Language, Gaeltacht and Islands programme area will enable my Department to allo-
cate extra resources to Gaeltacht support schemes such as the Irish Language Summer Colleges 
and community schemes funded by Údarás na Gaeltachta.    

In relation to economic development, as Minister of State with responsibility for the Gael-
tacht, I very much appreciate the importance of job creation in helping to retain sustainable 
communities in Gaeltacht areas.  In this context, I wish to acknowledge the very important 
enterprise and employment function of Údarás na Gaeltachta as the regional economic develop-
ment agency for the Gaeltacht.  In its regional enterprise role in the Gaeltacht, Údarás na Gael-
tachta, in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland and the IDA, will continue to work towards at-
tracting investment to the Gaeltacht, in addition to supporting micro-enterprises and developing 
the skills base in the Gaeltacht.  In order to enable Údarás na Gaeltachta to fulfil its job creation 
remit, a baseline capital funding allocation of €6.687m has been provided by the Exchequer to 
the organisation in 2017. 
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02/05/2017WROO03100Arts Funding

02/05/2017WROO03200716. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to ensure arts funding is used to ensure minority and new voices are 
heard as part of the cultural output. [19725/17]

02/05/2017WROO03300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my response to Questions No. 395, 402 and 403 of 7 March 
2017.  The position remains unchanged. 

02/05/2017WROO03400Creative Ireland Programme

02/05/2017WROO03500717. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to support the development of the creative industries sector; if she has 
reviewed the report from the previous Joint Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on 
the hearings in respect of examining the potential for job creation, innovation and balanced 
economic development in the creative economy; and if she will implement the recommenda-
tions of the report in tandem with the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. [19726/17]

02/05/2017WROO03600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my response to Question No. 386 on 7 March 2017.  The 
position remains unchanged. 

02/05/2017WROO03700Arts in Education Charter

02/05/2017WROO03800718. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has liaised with the Minister for Education and Skills on the development of 
contemporary art education at primary and secondary level in schools. [19728/17]

02/05/2017WROO03900724. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to ensure the better integration of the arts into education and broadening 
the focus on science, technology, engineering and maths into science, technology, engineering, 
arts and maths; her further plans to expand the ambition and resourcing of the arts in education 
charter; and her further plans to work with the Department of Education and Skills to enhance 
the position of arts subjects within the curriculum at primary and secondary level. [19735/17]

02/05/2017WROO04000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 718 and 724 together. 

The Creative Ireland Programme, which the Taoiseach and I launched in December, places 
a special focus on “Enabling the Creative Potential of Every Child”.  Building on the Arts in 
Education Charter this will involve the development of an integrated plan – Creative Children 
-  to enable every child in Ireland to access tuition in music, drama, art and coding by 2022.  
My Department officials continue to work with relevant Departments and other stakeholders to 
develop this plan with a launch timeframe of early Autumn 2017.

The Creative Children plan will build on work to date in implementing the Arts in Educa-
tion Charter where my Department continues to work closely with the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills and the Arts Council to deliver the key objectives of the Charter within the wider 
context now of the Creative Ireland Programme.
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The objectives of the Charter have been achieved largely through existing structures such 
as education centres.  Good progress has been made to date in terms of launching Ireland’s first 
Arts in Education Portal, holding National Arts and Education Days and developing Teacher 
Artist Partnerships through the Education and Training Centres.  Indeed, I look forward to at-
tending the next National Arts Day, this Saturday 6 May, in St Patrick’s College DCU, Drum-
condra. 

Arising from the significant increase of support of €5m which I secured for the Arts Council 
as part of Budget 2017, I am pleased that the Arts Council decided to increase funding in this 
area for 2017 from €3.1m in 2016 to €3.7m this year. 

These initiatives demonstrate the overall commitment of Government to deliver for children 
as we work in finalising the Creative Children plan.

02/05/2017WROO04100Arts Funding

02/05/2017WROO04200719. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to develop musical education and instruments available to young per-
sons and the general population through facilitating schools, youth groups and libraries in en-
hancing their music resources and the provision of access to musical training and instruments. 
[19729/17]

02/05/2017WROO04300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 399 on 7 March 201 7.  The posi-
tion remains unchanged. 

02/05/2017WROO04400Arts Promotion

02/05/2017WROO04500720. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will examine proposals to facilitate use of vacant retail premises by ex-
hibiting artists based on successful schemes such as one (details supplied) in County Galway. 
[19730/17]

02/05/2017WROO04600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer to my reply to Question No. 400 on 7 March 2017.   The position remains 
unchanged. 

02/05/2017WROO04700Heritage Promotion

02/05/2017WROO04800721. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will examine a nationwide plan for the development of village design state-
ments that would ensure all future planning and development takes full cognisance of the his-
toric character and protect the character and heritage of villages. [19731/17]

02/05/2017WROO04900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer to my previous replies to Question Nos. 58 and 403 of 31 January 2017 
and 401 of 7 March 2017 in this regard and note the position remains unchanged.

The Heritage Council, in collaboration with my Department, has led the development of a 
best practice approach to the development of Community-Led Village Design Statements.   In 
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tandem with a number of local authorities and village communities, the Council has prepared 
a toolkit which was launched in October 2012 at the inaugural community-led workshop.  In 
many ways, the approach followed is similar to the Historic Towns Initiative (HTI) framework, 
also developed by my Department in collaboration with the Heritage Council, Fáilte Ireland and 
relevant local authorities, although it is focussed on smaller communities.

Current policy encourages a community-led approach rather than the development of a 
nationwide plan. I am however considering the possibility of a prioritised targeted approach 
to towns and villages with a view to not only protecting their character and heritage, but also 
contributing to regional development through encouraging economic growth and employment.   

All approaches are still under consideration as I seek to promote an active heritage led re-
generation approach and to provide for the regeneration of rural towns and villages as part of 
the Action Plan for Rural Development. 

02/05/2017WROO05000Arts Funding

02/05/2017WROO05100722. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to co-operate with the Minister for Health to develop an arts and health 
strategy across acute and children’s hospitals and across the community health sector; and the 
innovative approaches which are being considered to use the arts as a means to promote well-
being across society. [19733/17]

02/05/2017WROO05200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Questions No. 395, 402 and 403 of 7 March 
2017.  The position remains unchanged. 

02/05/2017WROO05300Arts Funding

02/05/2017WROO05400723. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the steps she is taking with her Government colleagues to systematically address 
social, geographic and economic barriers to full participation in the artistic and cultural life of 
the country, particularly for children and young persons. [19734/17]

02/05/2017WROO05500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Questions No. 395, 402 and 403 of 7 March 
2017.  The position remains unchanged. 

  Question No. 724 answered with Question No. 718.

02/05/2017WROO05700Cultural Policy

02/05/2017WROO05800725. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to begin preparation of a global arts forum similar to the structure of the 
Global Economic Forum. [19736/17]

02/05/2017WROO05900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No 405 on 7 March last.  The position 
is unchanged. 
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02/05/2017WRPP00200Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRPP00300726. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the role she will have in the Government’s post-Brexit strategy in view of her 
responsibility for regional affairs and the potential negative impact of Brexit on the Border 
area; if there is a specific unit in her Department to deal with the impact of Brexit on the Border 
region; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19737/17]

02/05/2017WRPP00400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am acutely aware of the challenges arising from Brexit for Rural Ireland and 
for the border area   in particular. I hosted a productive public forum on Brexit in Monaghan last 
November which was attended by a range of interests from the Border region. I also hosted a 
Sectoral Dialogue on Brexit in Cavan on 6 February which was attended by over 100 stakehold-
ers from across the arts, culture, film, heritage, Irish language, regional and rural affairs sectors. 
This Sectoral Dialogue meeting focused on the impacts of Brexit on the sectors served by my 
Department, with particular attention being given to the impacts on Rural and Border commu-
nities. This event was part of the ongoing engagement with civil society initiated through the 
series of All-Island Civic Dialogues hosted by the Taoiseach.  The actions set out in Realising 
our Rural Potential, the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development launched in January, 
will also assist in supporting rural communities, including those in border areas, to meet the 
challenges posed by Brexit and to position themselves to avail of the opportunities which also 
may arise.  The Action Plan contains over 270 actions to be delivered by a range of Government 
Departments, State agencies and other bodies and sets out to support sustainable communities, 
support enterprise and employment, maximise our rural and recreation potential, foster culture 
and creativity, and improve rural connectivity.  

The plan sets out a number of actions which will address the effects of Brexit in particular. 
For example, a specific piece of research will be commissioned on the impact of Brexit on rural 
areas, and particularly rural areas in the Border region. Also, InterTradeIreland will fund the 
development of a programme of initiatives to increase the awareness and capacity of SMEs to 
deal with the practical consequences of Brexit for cross border trade.     

The Government has put in place a number of structural and other arrangements to address 
issues relating to Brexit. These include a   n inter-Departmental Group that was formed in April 
2016. My Department has been   represented on the Inter-Departmental Group since its estab-
lishment. In addition, a Working Group, chaired at Assistant Secretary level and composed of 
officials from across the Department was established within my Department to deal with Brexit 
issues. This Working Group is supported by the Department’s EU Coordination Unit which is 
also responsible for managing those issues relating to Brexit that fall within my Department’s 
remit. These arrangements are being kept under review and will be enhanced if required in the 
coming period.

02/05/2017WRPP00500Departmental Budgets

02/05/2017WRPP00600727. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to ensure that the €50 million spent in 2016 on commemoration will be 
retained in the arts budget for 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19738/17]

02/05/2017WRPP00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Questions No. 387 and 409 of 7 March 2017.  
The position remains unchanged. 
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02/05/2017WRPP00800Arts Promotion

02/05/2017WRPP00900728. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will appoint an expert panel of artists and cultural managers to advise her as 
proposed by an organisation (details supplied) in 2017; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19739/17]

02/05/2017WRPP01000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 410 on 7 March 2017.  The posi-
tion remains unchanged. 

02/05/2017WRPP01100Cultural Policy

02/05/2017WRPP01200729. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her views on proposals that would mandate all local authorities to publish indi-
vidual arts plans and cultural strategies and for local authority arts spending to be mandatory 
and ring-fenced on an annual basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19740/17]

02/05/2017WRPP01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer to my reply to Question No. 411 on 7 March 2017.  The position remains 
unchanged. 

02/05/2017WRPP01400Inland Waterways Development

02/05/2017WRPP01500730. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her plans to carry out a full feasibility study in relation to the proposed exten-
sion to the Erne navigation from Belturbet to Killykeen and Killeshandra; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19869/17]

02/05/2017WRPP01600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Waterways Ireland manages and maintains the navigation on the River Erne in 
County Cavan as part of the Shannon – Erne Waterway. Waterways Ireland public jetties are 
provided in both Belturbet and Kilconny and the navigation channel is provided with naviga-
tion markers and signage as and where required. The upper limit of the managed navigation on 
the River Erne is just below Erne Bridge between Belturbet and Kilconny.  Waterways Ireland 
have informed me that a number of studies have been undertaken since the late 1980’s to ex-
amine the feasibility of extending the navigation upstream from Belturbet to Lough Oughter 
and Killeshandra. Based on the results of these studies and on reviewing the environmental 
information obtained in the process Waterways Ireland considers that the environmental desig-
nations of this lake complex make the feasibility of the proposed navigation extension unviable. 

While there are no plans currently for a navigation extension scheme, Waterways Ireland 
have advised me that there may be potential in the waters of the Lough Oughter area being 
promoted as a distinct Blueway and in this context Waterways Ireland is willing to advise on 
possible ways forward. 

I am informed by Waterways Ireland that, in this regard Waterways Ireland has met with 
the Chief Executive of Cavan County Council, Council officials and elected representatives 
concerning Blueways developed successfully on the Waterways Ireland network and to advise 
on possible ways forward. 
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02/05/2017WRPP01700Post Office Network

02/05/2017WRPP01800731. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the responsibility she has in relation to the post office network; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19870/17]

02/05/2017WRPP01900754. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the steps she has undertaken to secure the rural post office network; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20527/17]

02/05/2017WRPP02000758. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the steps she is taking to keep post offices open. [20623/17]

02/05/2017WRPP02100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 731, 754 and 758 together.

The Programme for a Partnership Government made a number of commitments in relation 
to the Post Office network which were assigned to my Department. The commitments in ques-
tion have now been completed or are significantly advanced. 

I recently presented the final report of the Post Office Hub Working Group to the Govern-
ment. This report examined the potential for Post Offices to act as hubs of economic and social 
activity, particularly in rural communities, and recommended that a project to test the concept 
of Shared Value Co-located Post Offices should be piloted, initially at four locations. 

There have been a number of developments in relation to the postal services generally since 
the Programme for a Partnership Government   was agreed last May, including the commission-
ing by An Post of a root and branch review of the company. 

Overall responsibility for the postal sector, including the governance of An Post, falls under 
the remit of the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment and, in light of 
developments in the sector, it has been agreed that all aspects of the postal services, including 
the Post Office network, should now be under the remit of the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

My Department will continue to work closely with the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment, where necessary, to support the Post Office network in rural 
communities. 

02/05/2017WRPP02200Departmental Expenditure

02/05/2017WRPP02300732. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if she will provide this Deputy on a regular basis copies of the expenditure 
reports prepared by her Department for the management board meetings in the interests of 
openness, transparency and accountability; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[19926/17]

02/05/2017WRPP02400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In accordance with Public Financial Procedures, details of provisional capital 
and current expenditure in respect of my Department and all Government Departments are sub-
mitted to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on a monthly basis and published 
at Vote level on the Department of Finance’s website, http://www.finance.gov.ie. This process 
provides transparency on the level of expenditure incurred by Departments on an on-going 



2 May 2017

513

basis.  All expenditure by my Department is, moreover, subject to audit by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General and definitive annual outturn figures for my Department on a subhead by sub-
head basis are made available in the Annual Appropriation Account for my Department, which 
is published by the Comptroller and Auditor General.   

Expenditure reports prepared for meetings of my Department’s Management Board are in-
terim reports designed to support the effective management and operations of the Department. 
Figures in these reports are provisional and may be subject to modification, including through 
necessary adjustments identified by the Management Board.   

Other mechanisms in the democratic processes, including Dáil Questions, are available to 
the Deputy if he is seeking specific information on particular items of expenditure in my De-
partment’s Vote. 

02/05/2017WRPP02500Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRPP02600733. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the funding streams available for a festival (details supplied) in County Mayo; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19954/17]

02/05/2017WRPP02700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Festivals which encompass arts or heritage programming may qualify for grants 
from certain bodies under the aegis of my Department.  Primary responsibility for the promo-
tion and support of the arts at all levels throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council.   
The Council has a Festival and Events Scheme and there are two calls for applications each 
year.  Information on the funding available under this scheme can be found on the website of 
the Council at www.artscouncil.ie.

While the Council is funded by my Department it is statutorily independent in its day-to-day 
operations, and specifically in its funding decisions. 

I understand that festivals are also supported by my colleague, the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport, through Fáilte Ireland.  Further information in this regard is available at 
www.failteireland.ie.

Support for festivals may also be available from the relevant local authority through its arts 
office and heritage office. 

  Questions Nos. 734 and 735 answered with Question No. 707.

02/05/2017WRPP02800Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge

02/05/2017WRPP02900736. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén uair a dhéanfar cinneadh ar iarratas ó chuid de na meán-
scoileanna ar na hoileáin ar bhreis scoláireachtaí don scoilbhliain 2017/2018 faoi Scéim na 
bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [20006/17]

02/05/2017WRPP03000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Tá cúnamh curtha ar fáil ag an Roinn ó 2007 i leith faoi Scéim 
na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge chun daltaí meánscoile ó cheantair taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht a 
choinneáil ar iostas i dtithe atá aitheanta faoin Scéim ar na hoileáin Ghaeltachta. Is iad Coláiste 
Ghobnait in Inis Oírr, Coláiste Naomh Eoin in Inis Meáin agus Gairm Scoil Éinne in Árainn 
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na scoileanna atá páirteach sa scéim faoi láthair. Déanann na daltaí seo freastal ar an scoil ar 
feadh bliain acadúil amháin in éineacht leis na gasúir áitiúla. Íoctar deontas laethúil de €27 le 
teaghlaigh aitheanta faoin scéim a choinníonn daltaí ar iostas fad a bhíonn siad ag freastal ar 
mheánscoil an oileáin.  Déantar athbhreithniú ar an scéim áirithe seo go rialta. Cuirtear nithe 
éagsúla san áireamh mar chuid de na hathbhreithnithe sin, lena n-áirítear an t-éileamh ó na 
meánscoileanna ar na hoileáin agus an tionchar a d’fheadfadh líon mór daltaí ó cheantair taobh 
amuigh den Ghaeltacht a imirt ar theanga phobail na meánscoileanna agus ar theanga phobal 
na n-oileán féin. 

Ag eascairt as an athbhreithniú deiridh a déanadh ar an scéim, tógadh cinneadh go leanfaí 
leis ar feadh tréimhse trí bliana eile - sé sin go dtí deireadh na scoilbhliana 2018/2019 agus gur 
uasmhéid de 30 scoláire a bheadh i gceist ar Oileáin Árann. 

Sílim gur scéim mhaith í seo a fheidhmíonn go héifeachtach ar scála beag. Caithfear bheith 
cúramach nach n-athróidh líon mór daltaí nach cainteoirí dhúchais Gaeilge iad nósanna teanga 
na scoileanna ar a mbíonn siad ag freastal agus ar ndóigh ta sé tábhachtach go ndéanfar uasmhé-
adú ar an tairbhe do na scoláirí uile.. 

Mar chás eisceachtúil de bharr cúinsí ar leith cheadaigh mé cúigear scoláire breise le déanaí 
do Choláiste Éinne, Árainn don scoil bhliain 2017/2018 amháin. 

02/05/2017WRPP03100Proposed Legislation

02/05/2017WRPP03200737. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the position regarding the stage and details of provisions of proposed legis-
lation governing hedge cutting; the way the interests of farmers will be protected in line with 
wildlife; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20040/17]

02/05/2017WRPP03300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976, as amended, prohibits the cutting, grub-
bing, burning or destruction of vegetation, with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 
August.  Following a review of Section 40, which involved, inter alia, consideration of submis-
sions from interested parties, I announced proposals in December 2015 to introduce legislation 
to allow for managed hedge cutting and burning at certain times within the existing closed 
period on a pilot two year basis.  The legislation required to allow for these pilot measures is 
included in the Heritage Bill 2016, which was published in January 2016.   

The Bill recently completed its passage through Seanad Éireann and will now go to Dail 
Éireann.  In the meantime, the existing provisions relating to Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 
remain in force.    

02/05/2017WRPP03400Arts Council

02/05/2017WRPP03500738. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if the Arts Council will be publishing a new arts and disability policy in 2017; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20088/17]

02/05/2017WRPP03600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Under the Arts Act 2003, primary responsibility for the promotion and support 
of the arts, including arts and disability, throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council. 
The Arts Council is independent in relation to its funding and executive decisions.  In 2013, the 
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Arts Council published its Arts and Disability Policy 2012 -2016 to address issues of equity, 
access and participation for artists and audiences with disabilities and this is available on the 
Council’s website. The policy was developed in consultation with a wide range of stakeholders 
and the Arts Council continues to work in partnership with the sector in its implementation. 

The policy is built on a number of key values including:   

- Equality,   

- The Social Model of Disability, 

- Complexity and diversity of people and practices, 

- A holistic approach, and   

- Inclusion.   

I understand that the Arts Council’s Arts and Disability Policy is due to be reviewed and 
updated in the context of the Arts Council’s new 10-year strategy Making Great Art Work. It is 
expected to be published over the coming months. I will ask the Arts Council to reply directly 
to the Deputy regarding its plans for a policy document.

02/05/2017WRPP03700Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRPP03800739. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her plans to ensure the allocation of funding being provided for the arts by her 
Department is decided by the Arts Council only; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20089/17]

02/05/2017WRPP03900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Most of my Department’s arts and culture budget is allocated to the agencies un-
der its remit. Within these allocations, the Arts Council is the primary State agency for funding 
the arts in Ireland.  In 2017, I will provide over €65m to the Arts Council, an increase of over 
8% since 2016.  Details of the Arts Council’s expenditure including its individual grants can be 
viewed on the Arts Council’s decisions database which provides a listing of 2007–2017 Arts 
Council funding decisions. Decisions are routinely published in the Arts Council newsletter, 
and decisions are also recorded in the Arts Council’s annual reports, which are available online. 

The Council is statutorily independent in relation to its funding and executive decisions. 

My Department has traditionally provided funding for capital investment in arts and cultural 
infrastructure and across a range of other cultural initiatives. Details in this regard are available 
on my Department’s website. 

02/05/2017WRPP04000Arts in Education Charter

02/05/2017WRPP04100740. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the steps she will take to increase the provision of arts education to schools; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20090/17]

02/05/2017WRPP04200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Creative Ireland Programme, which the Taoiseach and I launched in De-
cember, places a special focus on “Enabling the Creative Potential of Every Child”. Building 
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on the Arts in Education Charter this will involve the development of an integrated plan – Cre-
ative Children - to enable every child in Ireland to access tuition in music, drama, art and cod-
ing by 2022. My Department officials continue to work with relevant Departments and other 
stakeholders to develop this plan with a launch timeframe of early Autumn 2017. The Creative 
Children plan will build on work to date in implementing the Arts in Education Charter where 
my Department continues to work closely with the Department of Education and Skills and the 
Arts Council to deliver the key objectives of the Charter within the wider context now of the 
Creative Ireland Programme.  

The objectives of the Charter have been achieved largely through existing structures such as 
education centres. Good progress has been made to date in terms of launching Ireland’s first Arts 
in Education Portal, holding National Arts and Education Days and developing Teacher Artist 
Partnerships through the Education and Training Centres. Indeed, I look forward to attending 
the next National Arts Day, this Saturday 6 May, in St Patrick’s College DCU, Drumcondra. 

Arising from the significant increase of support of €5m which I secured for the Arts Council 
as part of Budget 2017, I am pleased that the Arts Council decided to increase funding in this 
area for 2017 from €3.1m in 2016 to €3.7m this year. 

These initiatives demonstrate the overall commitment of Government to deliver for children 
as we work in finalising the Creative Children plan.

02/05/2017WRPP04300National Concert Hall

02/05/2017WRPP04400741. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her plans for the development of the National Concert Hall; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20091/17]

02/05/2017WRPP04500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The National Concert Hall in conjunction with the Office of Public Works is 
working on the preparation of a Master Plan which will, amongst other things, maximise the use 
of the historic site and ensure that the National Concert Hall is fit for purpose in the 21st cen-
tury.  My Department has been supportive of the preparation of this work   in the context of Pil-
lar 3 of the Creative Ireland Programme which aims to assist the National Cultural Institutions 
in preparing ambitious but realistic investment plans, building on progress already underway, 
to address infrastructure deficiencies in a planned and measured way. 

In due course, my Department will of course have to examine the plan in line with the 
requirements applying to all public capital development projects and in light of the resources 
available to my Department.  

02/05/2017WRPP04600Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRPP04700742. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the funding that is being provided for the arts in 2017; the amount which will 
be allocated by the agencies or organisations under the remit of her Department; the amount 
which is being allocated to arts projects directly by her Department; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20092/17]

02/05/2017WRPP04800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Details of the funding allocations made available to my Department are pub-
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lished each year in the Revised Estimates Volume with the outturn published in the annual 
Appropriation Account. These publications are available on the website of the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and on the website of the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General.  As is shown in the published figures, the 2017 allocation to Arts , Culture and Film is 
€158.261m and most of this is allocated to the agencies under the aegis of the Department. De-
tails of the expenditure outturns are published each year in the Appropriation Account and these 
are published by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General at www.audgen.gov.ie.

I secured significant additional funding for the Arts Council and the Irish Film Board   in 
Budget 2017. The increase in the Arts Council’s allocation in 2017 is €5 million, or 8%, and 
will assist the Council greatly in implementing its 10-year strategy Making Great Art Work 
(2016-2025).  I also secured an increase of €2 million for the Irish Film Board, representing a 
14% increase in its annual budget.   

Budget 2017 also includes:   

- increased funding for all of the National Cultural Institutions;   
- an increase of €1 million for Culture Ireland;   
- an additional €1 million to the Heritage Council; and   
- funding of €5m for the implementation of the Creative Ireland Programme.   

  Where my Department makes direct grants to organisations, the figures are published on 
the website of my Department at www.ahg.gov.ie. The figures for 2017 will be published in due 
course. 

02/05/2017WRPP04900Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRPP05000743. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount of funding that will be made available to regional arts centres 
across the country; the criteria by which these funding decisions are made; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20093/17]

02/05/2017WRPP05100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I recently announced details of grants of over €9 million in capital funding for 
arts and culture centres across the country.  This capital scheme is the most significant invest-
ment in arts and cultural centres in a decade and will target investment at a range of different 
facilities, including arts centres, theatres, galleries and museums, as well as artists’ studios and 
creative spaces. This kind of investment is at the centre of what I am trying to achieve through 
Creative Ireland and the Action Plan for Rural Development.  The Arts and Culture Capital 
Scheme was considerably over-subscribed. The Department received 106 applications in total 
under Stream 1 and 2 seeking total funding of over €20m with eligible requests for funding to-
talling over €14.6m. The detailed selection criteria and eligibility requirements were published 
in the Guidelines of the Scheme. There was a two stage assessment process.  The first stage in-
volved all applications being reviewed on receipt to ensure eligibility. All eligible applications 
were then forwarded to an Assessment Panel which undertook the second stage of the assess-
ment of the applications which advanced from stage one. The Assessment Panel reviewed each 
eligible application within the defined criteria and scored them accordingly. The recommenda-
tions were then forwarded to me for decision as set out in the published scheme conditions. Fol-
lowing these assessment processes, 56 projects are being funded. Seven flagship projects will 
receive substantial funding allocations while a further 49 projects will receive funding ranging 
from €20,000 to €276,000.  Full details of these can be found on my Departments website. 
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I will be opening a further Stream of funding under this Scheme shortly. It will provide 
small capital grants of up to €20,000 to not-for-profit organisations with a defined arts and 
cultural remit.  While the amounts involved are relatively modest, the grants will in themselves 
make a huge difference to individual organisations and will be of particular benefit to local cul-
tural centres throughout rural Ireland.   

02/05/2017WRPP05200Creative Ireland Programme

02/05/2017WRPP05300744. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the steps she is taking to implement pillar four of the Creative Ireland pro-
gramme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20094/17]

02/05/2017WRPP05400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Taoiseach and I launched the Creative Ireland Programme 2017 – 2022 
in December 2016 as the Government Legacy Programme for Ireland 2016 and as the main 
implementation vehicle for the priorities identified in the draft policy document Culture 2025/
Éire Ildánach , which sets out an overarching vision and framework for culture over the coming 
years.  The Creative Ireland Programme is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream cul-
ture and creativity in the life of the nation and to promote individual, community and national 
wellbeing. 

The objective of the fourth pillar of the Programme – Establishing Ireland as a centre of 
excellence in media production – is to elevate the creative industries including media, architec-
ture, design, digital technology, fashion, food and crafts together on an all of government basis. 
The initial focus this year will be on Ireland’s potential to be a global leader in film production 
TV drama, documentary, children’s storytelling and screen animation. 

In November last, I announced the commissioning of an economic analysis of our screen 
based creative industries to examine the economic impact and potential of the Irish film, TV and 
animation sector. Following an open tender process, Olsberg SPI Ltd in association with Nor-
dicity, was selected to conduct the study. Later this month, a Media Production Workshop will 
be held to consult the key stakeholders in the sector. This will be followed by the publication of 
an industry-wide, long-term plan for Ireland as a global media hub later this year.

02/05/2017WRPP05500Town and Village Renewal Scheme

02/05/2017WRPP05600745. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the details of funding allocated to the town and village renewal scheme 
by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20108/17]

02/05/2017WRPP05700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I launched the initial Town and Village Renewal Scheme in July 2016, with fund-
ing of €10 million to support the rejuvenation of rural towns and villages across Ireland.  A sum 
of €380,000 was allocated to each county, and each county, through the Local Authorities, was 
invited to submit up to 8 proposals for consideration for funding.  Details of the 170 towns and 
villages which were successful under the 2016 scheme, broken down by county, are available 
on my Department’s website, at: http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/more-than-170-towns-and-villages-
benefit-from-funding-under-e10m-town-and-village-renewal-scheme-minister-humphreys/

On 13 April this year, I launched an enhanced Town and Village Renewal Scheme as part 
of the Action Plan for Rural Development. This scheme will see €20 million in funding being 
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invested in towns and villages across rural Ireland over the next 15 months. 

The 2017 scheme will be operated via the Local Authorities in close collaboration with 
community and business interests, and I anticipate that up to 300 towns and villages will benefit 
from funding. The scheme is targeted at rural towns and villages with populations of less than 
10,000 people. 

Projects which have clear positive economic impacts on the town/village or which stimulate 
economic activity between a town/village and its neighbouring townlands will be particularly 
welcome, as will projects which demonstrate leveraging of, or linkages with, other schemes 
operated by Government Departments or agencies (e.g. in the areas of heritage, arts, culture, 
tourism, tidy towns, recreational facilities, re-use of vacant premises, vacant sites, energy ef-
ficiency schemes, etc.).

Full details of the application process have been issued to the Local Authorities and the clos-
ing date for applications is 30 June 2017.

The 2017 scheme will operate on a competitive funding basis. Applications will be assessed 
on their own merits, rather than on a county basis, and funding will be allocated to the best proj-
ects.  However, given the level of interest in the scheme last year, I would hope to see a good 
spread of high quality projects across the country.

02/05/2017WRQQ00200National Parks and Wildlife Service

02/05/2017WRQQ00300746. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the approved recreational activities at a location (details supplied); the pro-
cess for obtaining permission for a recreational activity and the use of walks at the location; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20162/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department 
manages an extensive conservation and recreational property portfolio of some 79,000 hectares. 
Our six National Parks account for circa 60,000 hectares with another almost 20,000 hectares of 
nature reserves and other heritage sites. The site referred to by the Deputy is a State owned Na-
ture Reserve comprising 55.4 hectares of woodland.    The Nature Reserve is open to the public 
for walking and general enjoyment of the nature conservation value. Recreational activities oth-
er than these, or that are organised events involving e.g. sponsorship or commercialisation are 
treated as activities for which written permission must be sought in advance. Permission may 
be granted provided that the activity, event or organiser is compatible with nature conservation 
objectives and does not present a danger to the welfare or safety of the public or interfere with 
the general enjoyment of the reserve. Public liability insurance may also be required. 

The Deputy can contact the local Ranger for the area, to whom such a permit application can 
be made. Contact details are on www.npws.ie.

02/05/2017WRQQ00500Heritage Sites

02/05/2017WRQQ00600747. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the status of the application for UNESCO World Heritage Site status for the 
ancient royal sites in Rathcroghan, County Roscommon; when the decision will be announced; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20195/17]
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02/05/2017WRQQ00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Ireland’s current World Heritage Tentative List has come about from a very 
comprehensive process undertaken by a panel of Irish and international heritage experts specifi-
cally appointed for that purpose.  The process included full public consultation and an in-depth 
review of all proposed candidate sites.  My Department has engaged with local authorities 
and local groups from the areas with proposals on the Tentative List to gauge the extent of the 
support available to advance the proposals and to clarify the work and resources required for 
that purpose.  The fundamental requirement is that each site must be capable of demonstrating 
Outstanding Universal Value to UNESCO. 

Of the sites featuring on the Tentative List, the greater progress so far has been with the 
Royal Sites serial nomination which includes Cashel, Dún Ailinne, the Hill of Uisneach, the 
Rathcroghan Complex, the Tara Complex and Navan Fort (Eamhain Macha). Technical evalu-
ations have been produced for each of the six component sites and my Department is engaged 
in on-going discussions with stakeholders from all six locations to review progress and to chart 
the next steps. In that context, it has been agreed that the technical evaluations will be sent for 
international peer review following which work will begin on developing draft management 
plans for each site, including designation of core and buffer zones in each case. 

As part of the process, the Steering Group representative of stakeholders from each area will 
be visiting each of the six sites. The next such site visit, and further plenary meeting, is planned 
for Rathcroghan in June.

The culmination of these steps, which will also have to be adopted with each of the other 
tentative list nominations, would be the creation of the full nomination documents for submis-
sion to UNESCO. 

I am committed to supporting the current proposals in every way that I can.  The process is 
undoubtedly both complex and lengthy and the work at every stage must be supported and de-
veloped from the local level up with stakeholder buy-in and commitment at every stage. While 
this adds to the timescale, it avoids a top down approach lacking the engagement necessary with 
local communities to secure full support for the proposals and for the protection and preserva-
tion of the sites into the future. 

02/05/2017WRQQ00800Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRQQ00900748. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the funding given to Aosdána in the past six years and in 2017 to date; the number 
of members there have been over the same periods; the total amount of financial support given 
over the same period; the total cost in 2017 to date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20349/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ01000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Aosdana is a unique initiative established by the Arts Council in 1981 to honour 
creative artists who have made a significant contribution to the arts in Ireland.  There are cur-
rently some 250 members of Aosdána, including seven new members who came into member-
ship last week. The scheme is the responsibility of the Arts Council and not my Department. I 
understand that the maximum number of members has been fixed by the Arts Council at 250 
since 2005 although the actual number of members at any one time will vary.   

Details of Aosdana membership including the names of members who receive funding and 
the amounts they receive are published every year in the Arts Council’s Annual Report and on 
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its website. I understand the cost of Aosdana was €2.6 million in 2016 and details will be avail-
able in the 2016 annual accounts later this year.  Details of funding paid to members in 2017 
will be available in due course. 

02/05/2017WRQQ01100Western Development Commission Membership

02/05/2017WRQQ01200749. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs when the new board of the Western Development Commission is to be appointed 
in view of the fact it has been vacant since 20 February 2017; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20350/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): An advertisement seeking expressions of interest for appoint-
ment to the Board of the Western Development Commission was advertised on www.state-
boards.ie for the last number of weeks.  The closing date for expressions of interest was the 26 
April. The expressions of interest will now be reviewed and I anticipate that a new Board will 
be in place very shortly.   

02/05/2017WRQQ01400Western Development Commission Remit

02/05/2017WRQQ01500750. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the progress which has been made on the commitment in the programme for Gov-
ernment in developing an enhanced role for the Western Development Commission; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20351/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ01600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a 
specific commitment to reinforce the role of the WDC to support the implementation of the 
regional jobs plans in the West and North-West. This is being done in a number of ways:

- The WDC is represented on the Implementing Committees which oversee the delivery of 
the Action Plans for Jobs for the West and North-West regions. 

- The body is also represented on the Monitoring Committee for the Action Plan for Rural 
Development which is chaired by Minister Humphreys. The WDC is assisting my Department, 
as part of a sub-group of the Monitoring Committee, in developing indicators to measure the 
impact of the Action Plan on rural communities.

- The Commission is also represented on a new Taskforce which I established in March to 
progress the concept of an Atlantic Economic Corridor along the western seaboard. The WDC 
is involved in a sub-group of the Taskforce which is mapping out the options for EU funding 
which could support the development of the Western region. 

- The WDC has also assisted my Department in participating in, and reporting on, a public 
Dialogue on the implications of Brexit for areas such as rural communities, regional SMEs, 
culture, the Irish language, and heritage and outdoor recreation. 

The WDC is an important part of a wider focus on regional development by the Govern-
ment, which also involves a deeper role in economic development by the Local Authorities and 
the Regional Assemblies. The WDC’s involvement in an increasing number of initiatives, such 
as those outlined above, go beyond the role the body has played to date. 
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02/05/2017WRQQ01700Western Development Commission Remit

02/05/2017WRQQ01800751. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the status of the Atlantic Economic Corridor and the role the Western Development 
Commission will play in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20352/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Programme for a Partnership Government and the Action 
Plan for Rural Development both contain a commitment to progressing the concept of an Atlan-
tic Economic Corridor which was proposed in February 2016 by a group involving a number 
of Chambers of Commerce in the Western region and the American Chambers of Commerce of 
Ireland.  The Atlantic Economic Corridor proposal aims to contribute to effective regional de-
velopment by creating sufficient scale along the western part of Ireland to match other regions 
– and particularly the East coast - in attracting Irish and multinational investment, growing jobs 
and supporting vibrant local communities.   

Towards the end of last year I, along with officials from my Department, held a number of 
meetings with public bodies and with representatives from the Chambers group to further ex-
plore the proposal. 

On foot of these discussions, I established an Atlantic Economic Corridor Taskforce in 
March and chaired the first meeting of the group in Castlebar. The Taskforce contains senior 
representatives from key Government Departments and other public bodies, Universities and 
Institutes of Technology, and representatives from the Chambers Group. 

A number of sub-groups of the Taskforce have been established to progress aspects of the 
overall proposal. The Western Development Commission is represented on the Taskforce and 
also on one of the sub-groups which is mapping out the EU funding which may be available to 
support the development of the Western region.   

I intend to convene a further meeting of the Taskforce in the coming weeks to review prog-
ress.     

As the Deputy will be aware, the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government, is currently leading the preparation of a new National Planning Framework, Ire-
land 2014, on behalf of the Government. The National Planning Framework will be a high-level 
document that will provide the framework for future development and investment in Ireland. It 
will also be a tool to assist the achievement of more effective regional development. It will be 
important to ensure that the development of the Atlantic Economic Corridor concept is consis-
tent with the National Planning Framework. 

02/05/2017WRQQ02000Dormant Accounts Fund

02/05/2017WRQQ02100752. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the status of an application for funding (details supplied) under the Dormant 
Account Fund; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20389/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Dormant Accounts legislation provides for the disburse-
ment of funds from unclaimed accounts in credit institutions (i.e. banks, building societies and 
An Post) and unclaimed life assurance policies in insurance undertakings, for the purposes of 
programmes or projects to assist:
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-  the personal and social development of persons who are economically or socially disad-
vantaged;

-  the educational development of persons who are educationally disadvantaged; or   

-  persons with a disability.   

Earlier this year, I announced a new round of funding of €1.75 million from the Dormant 
Accounts Fund to support social enterprises that provide services to, or employment opportuni-
ties for, disadvantaged people. The measure will be managed by Pobal on behalf of my Depart-
ment     

I can confirm from the details supplied by the Deputy that an application has been received 
under the Social Enterprise Measure. All applications received are currently being assessed by 
Pobal in accordance with the published criteria.  Applicants will be notified of the outcome of 
the process as soon as possible.   

02/05/2017WRQQ02300National Parks

02/05/2017WRQQ02400753. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she has examined increasing the number of national parks in line with 
other European countries as a means of encouraging active walker tourism; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14248/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The National Parks and Wildlife Service  of my Department 
manages an extensive conservation and recreational property portfolio  of some 79,000 hect-
ares. Our 6  National Parks account for circa 60,000 hectares with another almost 20,000 hect-
ares  of nature reserves and other heritage sites.  While  the existing  National Parks are man-
aged from a conservation perspective, it is also recognised that they are ‘core assets’ which 
play a very important role in Ireland’s tourism and indeed active walker industry.  The National 
Parks and Wildlife Service manages and maintains more than 485km  of trails between  Na-
tional Parks, Nature Reserves and other conservation /recreational properties. These are dis-
persed geographically across  the country and attracted in excess  of 4 million visitors annually. 
Within  the National Parks alone,  the NPWS is responsible for a trail network spanning some 
220km, including both cycling and walking trails, which run over some  of the most iconic and 
scenic landscapes in Ireland. In addition, long-distance trails such as  the Wicklow and Kerry 
Way, 129km and 122km respectively, run through  the National Parks and are also maintained 
by the NPWS.  NPWS sites have 18 trails currently listed on the National Trails Register.   

Given the resources available for capital investment within our National Parks and Nature 
Reserves, I am ever mindful  of the need to focus on the core responsibilities relating to the 
management of the existing  Parks and Reserves lands and have no plans at present to increase 
the number of National Parks in the country. However, as part of my Department’s continuing 
commitment and contribution to improving our tourism and recreation product, we have been 
exploring ways to optimise  the sustainable tourism potential  of heritage sites under our con-
trol in a way that is compatible with conservation objectives. In this context, it should be noted 
that in late 2016 my Department negotiated  the extension  of Wicklow Mountains  National 
Park  by purchasing almost 4,900 acres of Dublin Uplands at Glenasmole in 2016 at a cost of 
€800,000. The purchase underpins  the Government’s on-going commitment to  the preserva-
tion  of  our natural heritage for future generations of citizens and visitors alike to enjoy.   

In addition, my Department, in conjunction with Fáilte Ireland, launched a strategic part-
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nership earlier this year with a view to growing tourism revenues in  the rural areas where  the 
parks are located and  increasing Ireland’s appeal as a recreation destination. Fáilte Ireland 
will be investing capital funding  of €500,000 to kick-start  the initiative.  This initial funding 
will focus on  the five  National Parks and five Nature Reserves situated on  the Wild Atlan-
tic Way in addition to Wicklow Mountains  National Park. The funding will facilitate  the un-
dertaking  of feasibility, scoping and design  of tourism and recreational projects, building 
on  the strengths  of each location, as well as further promoting track and trails within our  Na-
tional Parks and Nature Reserves for walkers and tourists.

  Question No. 754 answered with Question No. 731.

02/05/2017WRQQ02600Cultural Policy

02/05/2017WRQQ02700755. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has engaged with stakeholders in the music industry in terms of the estab-
lishment of a music industry taskforce with wide representation and which would examine 
a range of issues including the impact of intellectual property and copyright legislation and 
enforcement in both the music and technology industries, supports for the business of music 
education and a dedicated office similar to the Irish Film Board for the music sector. [20528/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ02800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 72 on 31 January 2017.The posi-
tion remains unchanged. 

02/05/2017WRQQ02900Banking Sector

02/05/2017WRQQ03000756. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the position regarding the investigation by her Department with regard to the estab-
lishment of a public banking system; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20529/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Programme for a Partnership Government envisaged that 
An Post, the Irish League of Credit Unions and other interested stakeholders would be asked to 
investigate and propose a new model of community banking, such as the Kiwibank model in 
New Zealand, which could be delivered through the post office network.  The Programme for 
Government also includes a commitment to investigate the German Sparkassen model for the 
development of local public banks that operate within well-defined regions. 

My Department is actively working with the Department of Finance to progress the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government commitments. A public consultation process, seeking 
views on the community banking model, was launched in early March and ran for four weeks, 
to 29 March. My Department received a total of 16 replies from a range of stakeholders and 
all submissions are now available on my Department’s website at: http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/
consultation/consultation-on-local-community-banking/   

Senior officials from my Department and the Department of Finance also met with repre-
sentatives of the German Savings Banks Foundation for International Cooperation, Irish Rural 
Link and the Public Banking Forum of Ireland to discuss the viability of the Sparkassen model 
of local community banking in an Irish context.   

All views received in relation to this matter are being considered and I anticipate that work 
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on the examination of community banking models will be completed by the middle of the year. 
A report will be submitted to Government at that stage.   

02/05/2017WRQQ03200Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

02/05/2017WRQQ03300757. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cad a dhéanfaidh an rialtas chun na gníomhartha ón Strai-
téis Fiche Bliain atá curtha i bhfeidhm a thomhas; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[20622/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ03400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Eagraíodh Díospóireacht Oscailte ar Pholasaí faoin Straitéis 
20-Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030, mar chuid de Phlean Athnuachana na Státseirbhíse, i mí 
na Nollag 2015 ar mhaithe le breathnú siar ar an méid a bhí déanta go dtí sin maidir lena cur i 
bhfeidhm, chomh maith le breathnú chun cinn ar na tosaíochtaí ina leith don chúig bliana amach 
romhainn.  Mar thoradh ar an díospóireacht oscailte sin tá sé i gceist go mbeidh plean gníom-
haíochta don tréimhse 2017-2022, ina mbeidh spriocanna sonracha agus amscálaí ina leith, á 
chur i dtoll a chéile ag mo Roinn agus á fhoilsiú faoi lár na bliana seo. Tá i gceist go ndéanfar 
dlúth fhaireachán ar na gníomhaíochtaí a bheidh sonraithe sa Phlean sin agus go gcuirfear 
tuairiscí rialta ina leith faoi bhráid an Rialtais. Sa bhreis air sin tá beartaithe go bhfoilseofar, ar 
bhonn rialta, tuairiscí ar an dul chun cinn  maidir le gach gníomh. 

  Question No. 758 answered with Question No. 731.

02/05/2017WRQQ03500Arts Promotion

02/05/2017WRQQ03600759. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the steps she has taken to ensure artists have an income to allow them live 
while they develop their craft. [20624/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ03700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Under the Arts Act 2003, primary responsibility for the promotion and support 
of the arts throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council. The Arts Council is dedi-
cated to supporting a vibrant community of visual artists, visual arts groups and  organisations 
so that the public can experience the highest standard of visual arts , in urban and in rural parts 
of Ireland.

The strategic context for the Arts Council’s support all areas of arts practice is set out in   
Making Great Art Work: Arts Council Strategy (2016 –2025).  This describes how the Council 
will lead the development of the arts in Ireland over the next decade. The strategy has five prior-
ity areas: the artist; public engagement; investment strategy; spatial and demographic planning; 
and developing capacity.  The Arts Council offers a number of complementary supports so that 
visual artists can develop their practice and create artistic work. Through its partnership with 
Culture Ireland   and  a number of Cultural Institutions, the Council supports representation of 
visual artists internationally.  A number of schemes and initiatives have been established by 
the Arts Council towards the support of visual arts and full details can be accessed on the Arts 
Council website (www.artscouncil.ie). 

In Budget 2017, I secured significant additional funding for the Arts Council of €5m, or 8%. 
The increase will assist the Council in implementing its 10-year strategy. It also reaffirms the 
commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to progressively increase funding 
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for the arts as the economy improves. 

Artists may benefit under the artists’ exemption tax relief (Section 195 Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 (TCA 1997). The first €50,000 per annum of income earned by writers, composers, 
visual artists and sculptors from the sale of their work is exempt from income tax in Ireland. 

In December, I announced that my Department in conjunction with the Department of So-
cial Protection would devise a mechanism during 2017 to assist self-employed artists who have 
applied for Jobseeker’s Allowance. I have been in contact with my colleague the Minister for 
Social Protection on the matter and officials of our two Departments are working on this ini-
tiative in consultation with the Arts Council. The scheme will be a pilot scheme and is part of 
the Creative Ireland Programme launched in December. Details of the pilot scheme will be an-
nounced shortly. 

02/05/2017WRQQ03800Cycling Facilities Provision

02/05/2017WRQQ03900760. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the discussions between the NPWS and Iarnroid Éireann which need to be con-
cluded in order to allow the council to submit an EIS and Natura impact statement, which have 
been prepared, to An Bord Pleanála to deliver on the long outstanding objective to deliver a 
cycle and pedestrian way from Donabate to Malahide. [20652/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ04000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The progression of any proposals in relation to the development of such a pedes-
trian and cycle route is a matter for consideration, in the first instance, by Irish Rail and Fingal 
County Council.

02/05/2017WRQQ04100Rural Development Policy

02/05/2017WRQQ04200761. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs her priorities and plans in regard to the provision of strategic investment 
rural areas in view of ensuring a high quality of life and locally available employment; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20808/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ04300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In January this year, I launched Realising our Rural Potential, the Government’s 
Action Plan for Rural Development. The Plan provides a framework for the coordinated deliv-
ery of over 270 actions by a range of Government Departments, State agencies and other bod-
ies to support the economic and social development of rural Ireland.  The Action Plan includes 
commitments across a range of policy areas to support employment and improve the quality of 
life for people living in rural areas.  A key component of the Plan is to support the creation of 
jobs throughout the regions to ensure that people who live in rural areas have increased oppor-
tunities for employment locally. The Plan aims to deliver 135,000 extra jobs outside of Dublin 
by 2020.   

The Plan also includes commitments to invest in flood defences, sports, culture and recre-
ation facilities, town and village renewal, rural tourism projects, community development, and 
broadband infrastructure. 

The Action Plan also sets out a number of actions which will protect and enhance vital ser-
vices in rural communities. 
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The actions set out in the Action Plan for Rural Development are the start of an on-going 
process which will be built on continuously to unlock the potential of rural Ireland and improve 
the lives of people who live and work in rural communities. Full details of the Action Plan are 
available on www.ruralireland.ie.   

Rural Development Plan

02/05/2017WRQQ04500762. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the degree to which she expects to encourage investment in the services 
and manufacturing sectors in rural areas in view of creating a balance with the more urbanised 
areas; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20809/17]

02/05/2017WRQQ04600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In January this year, I launched Realising our Rural Potential, the Government’s 
Action Plan for Rural Development. The Plan contains over 270 actions to be delivered by a 
range of Government Departments, State agencies and other bodies to support both the eco-
nomic and social development of rural Ireland.  Strong regions provide the basis for improving 
economic opportunities and employment potential in rural areas. A key component of the Ac-
tion Plan for Rural Development is to support the creation of jobs throughout the regions, in-
cluding through the implementation of eight regional Action Plans for Jobs which are overseen 
by the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. The implementation of these Regional 
Plans will ensure that people who live in rural areas have increased opportunities for employ-
ment locally. The Government aims to deliver 135,000 extra jobs outside of Dublin by 2020. 

A number of manufacturing and services sectors offer particular opportunities for enterprise 
growth and job creation in rural areas, including Agri-food, Tourism, Renewable Energy and 
International Financial Services. The Action Plan for Rural Development includes a number of 
actions to support these sectors. 

Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland have also placed a renewed focus on investing in sup-
porting enterprises at regional level, and this will have a positive impact on job opportunities 
and economic activity in rural communities. Further job opportunities will also be created by 
Údarás na Gaeltachta, the Shannon Group, and through the Local Enterprise Offices. 

02/05/2017WRRR00200Heritage Projects

02/05/2017WRRR00300763. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the number of heritage projects identified as being important in rural areas 
with particular reference to the need to encourage investment throughout the regions; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20810/17]

02/05/2017WRRR00400768. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which she and her Department have identified vulnerable heri-
tage sites throughout the country which may be at risk of deterioration; the steps she will take 
to address concerns in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20816/17]

02/05/2017WRRR00500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 763 and 768 together.

My role, as Minister, with regard to the protection and management of our architectural 
heritage, is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities 
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and the responsibilities of owners as regards heritage assets. 

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the protec-
tion of architectural heritage. The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to 
identify and protect the architectural heritage by including relevant structures on the Record of 
Protected Structures. Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on 
the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to 
deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.   

I also have a role, as Minister, in terms of being a prescribed body under the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001-2015, whereby development proposals that may impact on our 
built heritage are referred by planning authorities to my Department so that recommendations 
can be made as appropriate to avoid or mitigate any such impacts.   

My Department has a number of measures at its disposal to facilitate the maintenance and 
restoration of major historical or cultural sites on both a rural and regional basis. As Minister, 
I am the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014   of approximately 
1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites and in such cases there is a statu-
tory duty to maintain the national monument. Such maintenance is undertaken by the Office of 
Public Works (OPW). Local authorities are responsible under the National Monuments Acts for 
maintaining the national monuments of which they are owners or guardians. 

My Department is also providing €350,000 of funding to the OPW in 2017 to assist in the 
conservation     and presentation of historic buildings and national monuments in State own-
ership. My Department’s National Monuments Service works in close collaboration with the 
OPW on survey, excavation and research work to optimise the protection, management, inter-
pretation and presentation of national monuments in State care most of which are regionally 
spread. 

Under the provisions of the National Monuments Acts, my Department has established and 
maintains the Record of Monuments and Places, which affords legal protection to over 120,000 
recorded archaeological sites and monuments in the State. Anyone proposing works to a monu-
ment that is included in the Record of Monument and Places must give my Department two 
months prior notice before works can start.   

I launched the Built Heritage Investment Scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures on 21 October 2015.  This scheme operated in 2016, via the local authorities, 
on the same model as the very successful Built Heritage Jobs Leverage Scheme, which ran in 
2014 and which is being run again this year. 

The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures, in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development Acts and 
are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  This fund is being run again in 2017 and 
seeks to encourage the regeneration and reuse of heritage properties and to help to secure the 
preservation of protected structures which might otherwise be lost.  

I am delighted to be able to say that tomorrow I expect to announce a significant investment 
in both the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Structures at Risk Fund for 2017. These 
will now support a large number of projects across every local authority area in the country.   

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage is a state initiative to identify, record, 
and evaluate the post-1700 built heritage of Ireland, uniformly and consistently as an aid to its 
protection and conservation. The NIAH building surveys provide the basis for my recommen-
dations, as Minister for Arts, Heritage Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, to the planning 
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authorities for the inclusion of particular structures in their Record of Protected Structures. The 
published surveys are a source of information on the selected structures for relevant planning 
authorities both urban and rural. They are also a research and educational resource. 

In view of the broad range of measures in place across the various areas of our built heritage 
which I have outlined above which involve my Department, Local Government and the OPW, 
I would consider such investment in our rural and regional sites as central to the objectives set 
out in the Action Plan for Rural Development.   

02/05/2017WRRR00600Job Creation

02/05/2017WRRR00700764. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which she can foresee job creation in rural areas through in-
vestment in the arts sector and heritage projects with particular reference to the need to promote 
historic locations from an educational and tourism aspect; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20811/17]

02/05/2017WRRR00800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department works to invest in rural Ireland across all its programme areas. 
In this regard I secured increases in funding across a range of arts and heritage bodies under 
my Department’s remit, as well as increases in a number of rural schemes under Budget 2017. 
These included:

- An additional €5 million for the Arts Council, an 8% increase in its annual budget;   

- Boosts in funding for all of the National Cultural Institutions;   

- €2 million to allow for the opening of the newly restored historic wings at National Gal-
lery of Ireland and the opening of Killarney House on foot of significant capital investment by 
the State;   

- An increase of €2 million for the Irish Film Board and €1 million for Culture Ireland;   

- An additional €1 million to assist the Heritage Council with its work;   

- Funding of €5 million for implementation of the Creative Ireland Programme;   

- A trebling in funding for the Town and Village Regeneration Scheme (€12m in total for 
2017);   

- An additional €8 million for National Rural Development Schemes, including  €5 million 
for the recently re-opened CLÁR Programme; and   

€40 million for the delivery of the LEADER Rural Development Programme in 2017.   

Much of this investment is being delivered through the recently published Action Plan for 
Rural Development and Creative Ireland Programme.  For example,  under the 2nd Pillar of the 
Creative Ireland Programme - Enabling creativity in every community - each local authority is 
being asked to develop a Culture and Creativity Plan, reflecting the overall structure and aims 
of the national strategy for culture and creativity. These plans will be key to promoting heritage 
and arts assets in every community around the country.  To deliver this each local authority has 
now established a Culture Team bringing together arts officers, librarians, heritage officers, 
museum curators, archivists and other relevant personnel led by a Director of Services, with a 
nominated person as ‘Creative Ireland Co-ordinator’. 
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All these initiatives will assist in bringing jobs to rural Ireland.   

02/05/2017WRRR00900Town and Village Renewal Scheme

02/05/2017WRRR01000765. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the degree to which she expects to be in a position to allocate funding for 
specific projects throughout the country towards rejuvenating activity in rural towns and vil-
lages; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20812/17]

02/05/2017WRRR01100766. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she has prioritised specific projects throughout the regions to maximise 
or rejuvenate projects; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20813/17]

02/05/2017WRRR01200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 765 and 766 together.

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is part of a package of measures at national and 
local level to support the rejuvenation of towns and villages across Ireland, which also includes 
initiatives in areas such as heritage, tourism, arts and culture, the re-use of vacant premises, and 
business supports. 

On 13 April, I launched an enhanced Town and Village Renewal Scheme as part of the Ac-
tion Plan for Rural Development. This scheme will see €20 million in funding being invested 
in towns and villages across rural Ireland over the next 15 months. I anticipate that up to 300 
towns and villages will benefit from funding under the Scheme. 

The Scheme is specifically targeted at rural towns and villages with populations of less 
than 10,000 people, with a particular emphasis on those with less than 5,000 people. Support 
for projects will generally range from €20,000 to a maximum of €100,000. Funding of up to 
€200,000 will also be considered for a limited number of projects which can deliver exception-
ally strong economic benefits to a town and its outlying areas.   

Projects which have clear positive economic impacts on the town/village or which stimu-
late economic activity between a town/village and its neighbouring townlands will be strongly 
encouraged, as will projects which demonstrate leveraging of, or linkages with, other schemes 
operated by Government Departments or agencies (e.g. in the areas of heritage, arts, culture, 
tourism, tidy towns, recreational facilities, re-use of vacant premises, vacant sites, energy ef-
ficiency schemes, etc.). 

The closing date for applications is 30 June 2017.

02/05/2017WRRR01300Waterways Issues

02/05/2017WRRR01400767. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which she and her Department have achieved a satisfactory 
understanding with persons living on canals with particular reference to changes in the regime 
affecting such persons; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20815/17]

02/05/2017WRRR01500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): As I stated in my reply to Questions No. 437 and 438 from the Deputy on 7 
March 2017, Waterways Ireland continues to work closely with boat owners using the canals, 
canal users, land owners and representative groups. Contact is on-going between Waterways 
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Ireland and the canal users groups, and local communities who support the efforts of Waterways 
Ireland in the maintenance and operation of the canals.  As the Deputy may be aware, provi-
sions to amend the Canals Act 1986 in order to allow for the subsequent making of bye laws to 
regulate boating on the canals and to manage the use of the canals are contained in the Heritage 
Bill 2016. The proposed changes would allow Waterways Ireland to proactively manage the 
Royal and Grand Canals and the Barrow Navigation. As the Deputy will be aware, the 1988 
Canal Bye Laws have been in force for almost 30 years and need to be revised to reflect changes 
in the use of the canals over the intervening years. 

The Heritage Bill 2016 was passed by Seanad Éireann on the 13 April 2017. Deputies will 
have the opportunity to consider the Bill as it passes through the various stages of enactment in 
Dáil Éireann.   

  Question No. 768 answered with Question No. 763.

02/05/2017WRRR01600Arts Funding

02/05/2017WRRR01700769. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the various local community-based festival groups such as musical and 
dramatic societies which have benefited from grant aid in the past 12 months through her De-
partment or through the Arts Council; the extent to which she expects this to continue in 2017; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20817/17]

02/05/2017WRRR01800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Most of my Department’s arts and culture budget is allocated to the agencies 
under its remit. Within these allocations, the Arts Council is the primary State agency for fund-
ing the arts. I secured significant additional funding for the Arts Council in Budget 2017 of €5 
million, or 8%. Details of the Council’s funding decisions can be found on its website at the 
following link www.artscouncil.ie/who we funded/  

The Deputy might be also interested to know that Music Network recently announced the 
results of the Music Capital Scheme 2016. A total of €189,000 in funding from my Department 
has been awarded to 22 performing groups and 15 individual musicians. The Music Capital 
Scheme, supported by my Department and managed by Music Network, comprises two distinct 
awards that provide funding for the purchase of musical instruments to both non-professional 
performing groups and to professional musicians. Further details including the list of awards 
can be viewed at the following link:http://www.musicnetwork.ie/musicians/winners/music_
capital_scheme1.

02/05/2017WRRR01900Heritage Sites

02/05/2017WRRR02000770. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her views on “The Moore Street Report - Securing History”, presented to her 
by a group (details supplied) on 29 March 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20824/17]

02/05/2017WRRR02100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my reply today to Priority Question No. 5. 

02/05/2017WRRR02200Tobacco Control Measures
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02/05/2017WRRR02300771. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the actions being taken 
in view of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control Illicit Trade Protocol; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19341/17]

02/05/2017WRRR02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) treaty was ratified by the State 
in November 2005.  Ireland is a strong advocate of the FCTC and is fully committed to its 
implementation. The Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products was adopted in 
November 2012 and is the first protocol to the World Health Organisation Framework Con-
vention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC). The Protocol was signed by Ireland’s Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations in New York on 20 December 2013 and it is the intention 
to ratify the Protocol.

The objective of the Protocol is to eliminate all forms of illicit trade in tobacco products. 
The Protocol requires Parties to take measures to control the supply chain of tobacco products 
effectively and to cooperate internationally on a wide range of matters.  The FCTC Protocol is 
a mixed competence agreement.  The effect of this is that has to be ratified both by the Member 
States of the EU and by the European Union. 

The Protocol sets out a number of obligations including, amongst others, the following:

- Licensing in respect of the growing, retail, transporting and distribution of tobacco prod-
ucts;

- Tracking and tracing of tobacco products from manufacture to intended market for retail 
sale;

- Sale of tobacco products over the internet;

- Offences, prosecutions and sanctions in relation to the illicit trade of tobacco;

- Disposal of confiscated illicit tobacco products;

- International cooperation i.e. information sharing, enforcement, investigation, prosecu-
tions, mutual legal assistance and extradition; and

- Reporting.

In respect of licensing, the Government approved the drafting of a General Scheme of a Bill 
to provide for the introduction of a licensing system and other measures in relation to the sale 
of tobacco products and non-medicinal nicotine delivery systems, including e-cigarettes. The 
drafting of a Regulatory Impact Assessment and the General Scheme for the Bill is ongoing.

The EU Tobacco Products Directive, which Ireland transposed into domestic law last year, 
contains provisions relating to the tracking and tracing of tobacco products which is a key ele-
ment of the WHO FCTC Protocol.  Discussions are currently being held at EU level in relation 
to the development of a legal framework for a track and trace system within Member States.  

The Department of Health in Ireland will work with key stakeholders, including inter alia   
the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, Department of Finance and the Department of Jus-
tice to move towards ratification of the Protocol.  

02/05/2017WRRR02500Nursing Education
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02/05/2017WRRR02600772. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on nursing students on 
work placements not being paid; if he will consider a review of this practice; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19585/17]

02/05/2017WRRR02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Student nurses undertake a number of un-
paid supernumerary work experience placements during the first three years of their degree 
programme. In the fourth year they undertake a 36 week clinical placement during which they 
replace staff nurses on a 2:1 ratio. During this placement they experience the full range of nurs-
ing duties and requirements, including week-end and night duty rosters.

A number of specific measures have been taken in relation to pay by my Department and the 
HSE, including an increase in the rate of pay for the student nursing placement to 70% of the 
first point of the staff nurse pay scale.  In the last quarter of 2016 the Government approved res-
toration of incremental credit for 2011 to 2015 graduate nurses in respect of the 36 week clinical 
placement undertaken by fourth year student nurses in the context of the 2017 Estimates. All 
nurses and midwives are now eligible for incremental credit for the 36 week placement. There 
are no plans to review payment for the unpaid undergraduate nurses at this time.

02/05/2017WRRR02800Proposed Legislation

02/05/2017WRRR02900773. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce legislation 
regarding surrogacy allowing couples to be recognised as a child’s legal parents; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19694/17]

02/05/2017WRRR03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are currently 
drafting the General Scheme of legislative provisions on assisted human reproduction (AHR) 
and associated research, which will include provisions relating to surrogacy. It is envisaged 
that the General Scheme will be completed by the end of June 2017. Once the General Scheme 
has been completed, a memo will be submitted for Government approval, and once approved 
by Government, I intend to submit the General Scheme to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Health for pre-legislative scrutiny. 

The proposed legislation will take cognisance of the 2014 Supreme Court judgment in the 
MR & Anor v An tArd Chláraitheoir & Ors (surrogacy) case. It is envisaged that the legislation 
will establish a mechanism for transfer of parentage from the surrogate (and her husband, if she 
has one) to the intending parents. 

In addition, it is envisaged that under the surrogacy provisions at least one of the intending 
parents will have to be genetically related to the child. Surrogacy will be permitted on an altru-
istic basis where the payment of defined and receiptable reasonable expenses will be allowed, 
however, commercial surrogacy will be prohibited.

The intention of the legislation in this area is to protect, promote and ensure the health and 
safety of parents, others involved in the process (such as donors and surrogate mothers) and, 
most importantly, the children who will be born as a result of AHR.

02/05/2017WRRR03100Proposed Legislation

02/05/2017WRRR03200774. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 126 of 11 April 2017, the number of persons in his Department working on the drafting 
of the general scheme of this Bill; the reason for the long delay in its publication; if a corre-
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sponding timeline for implementation is being developed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19763/17]

02/05/2017WRRR03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are currently 
drafting the General Scheme of legislative provisions on assisted human reproduction (AHR) 
and associated research, which will include provisions relating to surrogacy. This comprehen-
sive piece of legislation will regulate a range of practices for the first time, including: gamete 
(sperm or egg) and embryo donation for AHR and research; surrogacy; pre-implantation ge-
netic diagnosis (PGD) of embryos; posthumous assisted reproduction; and stem cell research. 
The General Scheme will also provide for an independent regulatory authority for AHR.

It is envisaged that the General Scheme will be completed by the end of June 2017. Once the 
General Scheme has been completed, a memo will be submitted for Government approval, and 
once approved by Government, I intend to submit the General Scheme to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Health for pre-legislative scrutiny. In addition, officials in my Department will 
engage with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to commence the drafting of a Bill based 
on the approved General Scheme.

02/05/2017WRRR03400Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRRR03500775. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); if he will schedule the relevant assessment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20157/17]

02/05/2017WRRR03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRRR03700Child Abduction

02/05/2017WRRR03800776. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health his plans to make funding 
available to establish a second 24 hour State service providing forensic examinations for child 
victims under the age of 14; and if he will consider placing the right to access forensic services 
for those under 14 years of age on a statutory footing. [20327/17]

02/05/2017WRRR03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Child sexual assault treatment services are 
generally provided to children under 14 years in the Children’s Hospitals, which provide com-
prehensive and specialist paediatric acute health services to children. Under the Health Act 
2004, the Health Service Executive’s (HSE) function is to manage and deliver health and per-
sonal social services. This includes the provision of sexual assault treatment services to chil-
dren.

In response to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.
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European Medicines Agency

02/05/2017WRRR04100777. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he has expressed an inter-
est in Ireland hosting the European Medicines Agency if it is relocated following Brexit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20468/17]

02/05/2017WRRR04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government has expressed a strong 
interest in hosting the EMA. The Agency plays a vital role in the protection of the health of 
500 million EU citizens through the scientific evaluation and safety monitoring of human and 
veterinary medicines and I believe Dublin is the right choice for the new host city.

In October 2016 the Irish Government agreed that Dublin should be promoted as a suitable 
new location for the EMA. An interdepartmental/interagency working group, chaired at a senior 
level by the Department of Health, has been set up to prepare a bid in support of the relocation 
of the Agency to Dublin. This group has commenced its work with a view to finalising a pro-
posal this year for submission to the European Council in due course.

The Government believes that Dublin would be a very suitable location for the EMA, par-
ticularly in the interests of ensuring continuity and sustainability in the conduct of its business. 
Such continuity is critical for European citizens and the industries which the EMA regulates. 

Dublin is a safe, modern, open and multicultural city which can offer a range of advantages 
to the EMA including:
- Whole-of-government support for the relocation;
- Excellent connectivity through Dublin Airport to Europe;
- A dynamic life sciences sector;
- High quality of life for staff and their families;
- Strong education and research credentials; and
- All the amenities of a modern capital city.

  The relocation of the EMA also represents an opportunity to attract a prestigious EU 
Agency to Dublin which will directly employ almost 1,000 staff and attract many more high-
quality jobs in associated sectors.  The EMA is also key to maintaining the competitiveness of 
the European pharmaceutical industry, which is worth approximately €260 billion annually.

Its location in Dublin would also stimulate employment in ancillary sectors, including the 
hospitality and transport industries.

I met with permanent representatives of EU Member States in Brussels last Friday to set out 
the strength of the Irish bid. I also met the Belgian health Minister to promote Dublin for the 
EMA. I will officially launch the brochure in Dublin, along with an accompanying website on 
Thursday 4 May. This will be followed by visits to cities around Europe to promote the Dublin 
bid. 

The plan is that in each city stop there will be a bilateral meeting between me or Minister 
of State Marcella Corcoran Kennedy, with our equivalent health minister.  However, the Irish 
delegation would also include senior representatives from the Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority (HPRA) as well as the IDA Ireland, to allow us to project the strength of the coalition 
we have built in Ireland to support Dublin’s bid.

Ultimately the decision on the new location for the EMA will be made by the European 
Council at heads of state or government level. Therefore I want to ensure in advance of that de-
cision that European leaders are clear that Dublin is the best location for the EMA and is ready, 
willing and able to host it successfully. 

02/05/2017WRRR04300General Practitioner Services

02/05/2017WRRR04400778. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that are eli-
gible for the free under six general practitioner scheme; the number of persons that have regis-
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tered under the scheme to date; if he has conducted research on the reason some persons are not 
taking up the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19151/17]

02/05/2017WRRR04500780. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the HSE to as-
sist persons that wish to enrol their children under the free under six general practitioner scheme 
but that are unable to access a general practitioner that is accepting new patients; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [19153/17]

02/05/2017WRRR04600781. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of persons registered 
with a general practitioner; the GMS status of those general practitioners; if those general prac-
titioners have registered for the free under six GP scheme; if so, the number of children under 
six years of age those general practitioners have; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[19154/17]

02/05/2017WRRR04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 778, 780 
and 781 together.

As at 1 April 2017, 2,482 GPs were contracted by the HSE to provide services under the 
General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme to over 2.125 million people who hold either a medi-
cal card or GP visit card. 2,350 GPs were registered to provide services to children under 6 
years of age.  Persons who do not hold a medical card or GP visit card access GP services on 
a private basis. Details of the numbers of private patients attending particular GPs are not col-
lected by the Department of Health or the HSE.

The introduction of GP care without fees to children under 6 represents a major step forward 
in improving access, quality and affordability of health care in Ireland.  The under 6s GP service 
contract, which includes age-based preventive checks focused on health and well-being and a 
cycle of care for children with asthma, underlines the Government’s commitment to enhancing 
primary care and keeping people well in their own community.

To date, approximately 95% of GMS GPs have entered into agreements with the HSE for 
the provision of services to children under 6 and 364,426 children under 6 have access to GP 
care without fees through a medical card or GP visit card. This represents approximately 90% 
of the under 6 population, according to the latest census information available from the CSO 
for this age cohort.

Information on the total number of persons who have registered for GP care without fees 
for under 6s to date is not readily available to my Department.  In any event, it should be noted 
that this figure would not reflect the total number of children who currently have access to the 
service, as many children who registered since the scheme was introduced in 2015 would now 
have turned 6 years old and would no longer be automatically eligible for GP care without fees. 
There would also be a proportion of children under 6 who hold medical cards or GP visit cards 
which were awarded based on an assessment of their family’s means, many of whom would 
have held this card prior to the introduction of  the scheme in 2015.

As of yet, no research has been carried out in relation to why a small percentage of the eli-
gible population have not yet registered for the free GP care for under 6s service. Information 
on the service is widely available online. However, parents or guardians must register their 
children to avail of the scheme, and it is up to each parent or guardian to decide if they wish 
to do so. In some cases, a child may already attend a GP who does not hold a contract with the 
HSE to provide services to children under 6, and their family may wish for them to continue to 
attend this GP on a private basis.

Parents/guardians of eligible children who do not have a Medical Card or GP Visit Card 
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must register them for this new scheme at www.pcrsonline.ie. A printable form is also available 
on the site or from HSE Local Health Offices if applicants would prefer to submit a paper based 
form. The site also provides a list, which is updated daily, of GPs taking part in the scheme.  

In the event that an eligible patient experiences difficulty in finding a GP to accept him/
her as a patient, the HSE has the power to assign an eligible person to a GP’s GMS patient list 
where the person has been removed from another GP’s list or refused entry onto a GP’s list, 
and the person has unsuccessfully applied to at least three GPs in the area who are contracted 
to provide services under the GMS. I would advise any parent or guardian who is experiencing 
a difficulty in registering a child for the under 6s service to contact the HSE, who will be able 
to assign their child to a GP.

02/05/2017WRRR04800General Practitioner Data

02/05/2017WRRR04900779. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to bring in a national 
register of general practitioners as recommended in the HSE document on medical workforce 
planning future demand for GPs 2015 to 2025; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19152/17]

02/05/2017WRRR05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): While no central register exists specifically 
for GPs working in Ireland, all doctors in practice in Ireland must be registered with the Medi-
cal Council. The Medical Council is designated as the regulatory body for all registered medical 
practitioners under the Medical Practitioners Act 2007.

As outlined in the HSE Medical Workforce Planning Report Future Demand for General 
Practitioners 2015 -2025,   a number of sources provide data on GPs working in Ireland at pres-
ent. The Medical Council collects and analyses data from the general , specialist and trainee 
specialist registers to produce valuable data on the GP workforce. The HSE Primary Care Re-
imbursement Service collects data on the number of GMS contract-holders and those GPs de-
livering state-funded primary care services. The Irish College of General Practice also collects 
and analyses data on the GP workforce, including the number of doctors registered for profes-
sional competence and those holding membership of the ICGP.

At present there are no plans to introduce a national register specific to GPs working in 
Ireland. However, this matter will be kept under review in the context of workforce planning 
and development of GP services generally, and a review by the HSE later this year of its 2015 
Workforce Planning Report.

Questions Nos. 780 and 781 answered with Question No. 778.

Health Care Professionals

02/05/2017WRSS00300782. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the different treatment of members of the Medical Council and the Dental Council 
of Ireland who are over 65 years of age by way of the annual subscription as opposed to other 
ordinary members of these organisations; his plans to introduce a new policy in this area; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19159/17]

02/05/2017WRSS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I assume the Deputy is referring to the fees 
applied by the Dental Council and the Medical Council of Ireland to professionals for retention 
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on their respective registers. 

The Dental Council and Medical Council of Ireland are both self funding and mainly gener-
ate their income from the registration fees of members. The Medical Council of Ireland charges 
annual retention fees of €605 to doctors who have been on the register for three years or more 
and €560 to doctors who have been on the register for less than three years.  It has set a fee of 
€70 for doctors aged over 70 for a 3 year period to 2018 and will review all rates and advise the 
Minister further on the matter in 2018.  The Dental Council charges a retention fee of €220 to 
all dentists.  Both regulatory bodies operate independently of each other and are not required 
to implement a common fees structure.  There are no plans to introduce a new policy in this 
regard.

General Practitioner Services

02/05/2017WRSS00500783. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the safeguards in place in order 
that general practitioners administering the maternity and infant care scheme cannot claim fees 
twice (details supplied); the complaints mechanism that exists should this happen to a person; 
the sanctions in place should it be discovered that a general practitioner is engaging in such a 
practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19160/17]

02/05/2017WRSS00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Nursing Home Beds Data

02/05/2017WRSS00700784. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of public nurs-
ing homes, private nursing homes and voluntary nursing homes, respectively, in existence in 
each of the years 1997 to 2016; the number of long-term beds only in public nursing homes, 
private nursing homes and voluntary nursing homes, respectively, in each of the years 2014 to 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19162/17]

02/05/2017WRSS00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Between 1997 
and 2013 the Department of Health carried out a survey of long-stay units each year.  Each 
long-stay unit (public, private and voluntary) is sent a questionnaire and the responses are col-
lated by the Department.  The aim of the survey is to provide statistics on the number of beds 
available for long-term care, how these beds are used and the types of residents who occupy 
these beds. 

The results of the surveys are used to prepare the Long-Stay Activity Statistics Reports 
which are published on the Department’s website and can be accessed at www.doh.ie.  Each 
report provides a breakdown of the data by Local Health Office and Category of Unit.  The 
Deputy should be mindful that these are self-reported survey results and have variable response 
rates.

The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) is an independent statutory authority 
established to drive high quality and safe care for people using health and social care services 
in Ireland.  Since 2009 HIQA have maintained a register of all nursing homes whether public or 
private.  The register can be accessed at www.hiqa.ie.  

The Health Service Executive maintains a public register for long stay residential care.  The 
following information, detailing the number of public beds is set out in the HSE operational 
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plans which are also available on line.

HSE Operational 
Plan

Long stay beds Other beds Total

2014 5,392 1,861 7,253
2015 5,287 1,840 7,127
2016 5,255 2,005 7,260

Medical Card Eligibility

02/05/2017WRSS00900785. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views regarding persons 
here that hold a full medical card by virtue of time spent working in the United Kingdom and 
who do not receive a social welfare pension; his plans to raise the issue in the upcoming Brexit 
negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19163/17]

02/05/2017WRSS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Regulation (EC) 883/2004 deals with the 
coordination of social security, including health care, for those moving within the European 
Union.  Under its provisions, persons residing in Ireland who are attached to the social security 
system of another member state, are entitled to receive health care services in Ireland at the cost 
of that member state provided they are not subject to Irish social security legislation.  Persons 
in this category are entitled to full eligibility and receive a medical card as evidence of their 
entitlement.

In relation to health services, ensuring that there is minimum disruption and that essential 
services are maintained on a cross-border, all-Island and Ireland/UK basis will be a key concern 
for the Department of Health over the period ahead.  As part of its analysis and contingency 
planning in relation to Brexit, the Department of Health is currently examining these issues and 
planning for a range of possible scenarios.  However, it is important to be clear that until the 
UK formally withdraws from the Union, it remains a full member, with all of its existing rights 
and obligations and that there are no immediate changes in the area of health as a consequence 
of the UK’s decision to leave the EU.

Hospitals Building Programme

02/05/2017WRSS01100786. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the appeal mechanism in place 
for subcontractors on a hospital project to ensure they get paid for works carried out when there 
is a dispute between the contractor and subcontractor; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19170/17]

02/05/2017WRSS01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The management of the healthcare property 
estate and the delivery of health care projects is a service matter.  Therefore, the Health Service 
Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in relation to your question on the appeals 
mechanism for disputes between subcontractors and contractors.

Health Services Data

02/05/2017WRSS01300787. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the amount charged in 2016 to 
the NHS for Britons being treated here by the HSE; the number of persons this charge applied 
to; the cost to the HSE for Irish persons being treated by the NHS; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19177/17]
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02/05/2017WRSS01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Regulation (EC) 883/2004 and Implement-
ing Regulation 987/2009 provide for the coordination of social security systems, including 
healthcare, within the EU/EEA and Switzerland.  Under these provisions, persons who are 
insured with (covered by) the healthcare service of one EU member state are entitled to receive 
healthcare in the public system of another member state in certain circumstances, at the cost of 
the member state in which they are insured.  Such persons may include:

- visitors to one member state from another;

- pensioners of one member state who reside in another and their dependants;

- dependant families of persons who are employed in another member state; and

- persons referred for treatment in another member state.

Ireland and the United Kingdom operate a bilateral healthcare reimbursement arrangement, 
in respect of health services provided under the Regulations, covering temporary visitors be-
tween the two countries, pensioners of one country and their dependants residing in the other 
country, and the dependant families of persons employed in the other country.  Under the ar-
rangement net liability between the two countries is calculated on a lump sum basis rather than 
an individual basis. 

The amount payable in any one year is based on an estimate of the numbers of persons 
within the categories eligible for reimbursement and for whom each country is liable and an 
estimate of the average cost of providing healthcare treatment.  The amount payable is agreed 
following compilation of the necessary data and discussions between the two administrations.  
An initial payment on account is made for the relevant year and is subject to final settlement 
once all necessary statistical and financial information is complete.  The finalisation of accounts 
is normally some years in arrears to facilitate collation of relevant statistics and for the approval 
of the average cost prepared by each country for the year concerned at EU level.  Total pay-
ments in any one year can as a consequence relate to both final settlements in respect of previ-
ous years’ liabilities and the payment on account in respect of the current and/or previous years.  

The net payment received by Ireland from the United Kingdom in 2016 was €277.6m, of 
which an amount of €97m related to the settlement of final accounts for previous years, and 
an amount of €180.6m related to the payment on account for 2016.  The relative values of this 
amount attributable to each country are as follows:

€
Payable by the UK to Ireland €193.1m
Temporary Visitors (based on an estimate of 
15,725,000 visitor days) 

€  12.6m

Pensioners and their dependants (based on 
an estimate of almost 35,000 persons)

€180.5m

Payable by Ireland to the UK €  12.5m
Temporary Visitors (based on an estimate of 
13,272,000 visitor days)

€    8.1m

Pensioners and their dependants (based on 
an estimate of 1,260 persons)

€    4.4m

Net paid by UK to Ireland €180.6m

Entirely separate arrangements apply to patient referrals for scheduled treatment in the other 
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country whereby the costs arising are reimbursed on an actual costs basis.  These arrangements 
are administered by the Health Service Executive.  In 2016 the HSE issued 867 forms to ap-
proved patients who availed of healthcare in the United Kingdom at a cost of €9,169,452.  In 
relation to UK patients who received healthcare in Ireland, data for 2016 is not yet available, 
however in 2015 the HSE submitted claims totalling €1,857,764 in respect of 14 approved UK 
patients who received healthcare in Ireland.

Hospital Staff Recruitment

02/05/2017WRSS01500788. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when a replacement ophthal-
mologist will be recruited to replace a person (details supplied) in the children’s eye clinic in 
Portlaoise hospital.  [19182/17]

02/05/2017WRSS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Building Programme

02/05/2017WRSS01700789. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of plans for a major 
trauma centre in Dublin; if the project has been sent to tender; the tender criteria for the project; 
the hospitals which have been invited to bid for the major trauma centre; if such hospitals are 
being asked to submit major incident plans for their hospitals; if considerations are being given 
to facilities for paediatric trauma; the closing date for submission of tenders; when a decision is 
expected on the tender process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19189/17]

02/05/2017WRSS01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The development of a policy on a trauma 
system for Ireland is a joint initiative from the Department of Health and the HSE in recogni-
tion that we do not have a coordinated trauma network structure in Ireland.  The primary aim of 
developing this policy is to improve patient outcomes and to lead to a reduction in preventable 
death and disability for a particular, small category of patients who sustain traumatic injuries. 

The Steering Group has been working with the Department of Health, the HSE and all 
relevant HSE National Clinical Leads, including Surgery, Pre-Hospital Emergency Care, Criti-
cal Care, Orthopaedics and Trauma on the development of the policy.  It is expected that the 
Trauma Steering Group’s report will be completed shortly.

Legislative Reviews

02/05/2017WRSS01900790. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 14 of 8 March 2017, the status of the promised review of the provisions in the Health 
(Amendment) Act 2013 for the charging of private patients in public hospitals (details sup-
plied); the likely date for completion of that review; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19190/17]

02/05/2017WRSS02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As stated in PQ 12346/17 of 8 March 2017 
my Department is conducting an analysis of trends in private activity in public hospitals since 
the Health (Amendment) Act 2013 commenced.  It is expected that the report will be completed 
before the end of May and I will share this analysis with the Deputy once it is finalised.
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Hospitals Discharges

02/05/2017WRSS02100791. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the roll-out of the new early supported discharge teams as part of the national stroke programme; 
the details of the staffing team for each inclusive of grade and cost of same; the timescale for the 
roll-out of these programmes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19194/17]

02/05/2017WRSS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.  

National Stroke Programme Implementation

02/05/2017WRSS02300792. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the cost of providing 
one whole-time equivalent physiotherapist, occupational therapist and nurse and a 0.5 whole-
time equivalent occupational therapist and 0.5 medical social worker that would meet the ac-
ceptable international standards for early supported discharge teams; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19195/17]

02/05/2017WRSS024001071. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the outgoing clinical lead of the HSE’s national stroke programme has warned 
of an imminent crisis due to the failure to invest in services to meet an expected 50% increase 
in stroke within the next eight years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20543/17]

02/05/2017WRSS025001072. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that due to a lack of modest investment in services, the average length of stay of 
stroke patients in acute hospitals is now increasing and direct discharge to nursing homes is up 
by 2.3%, which alone has added €17.25 million to the cost of nursing home care to the State; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20544/17]

02/05/2017WRSS026001073. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure ongoing 
clinical leadership within the national stroke programme in the face of the challenges to ser-
vice delivery caused by a soaring stroke rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20545/17]

02/05/2017WRSS027001074. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the rate of 
admissions to stroke units; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20546/17]

02/05/2017WRSS028001077. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the cost of rolling out early 
supported discharge programmes nationally for stroke patients in circumstances in which this 
would improve patient outcomes and free up acute hospital beds; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20549/17]

02/05/2017WRSS02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 792, 1071 
to 1074, inclusive, and 1077 together.

The HSE National Clinical Programme for Stroke has been in place since early 2010.  The 
vision of the programme is to design standardised models of integrated care pathways for the 
delivery of clinical care to ensure sustained quality clinical operational management.  Overall, 
the programme aims to improve quality, access and cost-effectiveness of stroke services in 
Ireland.  

The programme can point to many improvements in Stroke care since its inception.  The 
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HSE has previously advised my Department that emergency thrombolysis is provided now to 
patients in all regions of the country by improved hospital and ambulance protocols, health 
professional training and the appointment of new physicians. 

There is national 24/7 access to safe stroke thrombolysis, the rate of which has increased 
from 1% in 2006 to a current rate of 13%.  This exceeds the national target of 9%. 

Access to stroke unit care has been shown to improve stroke patient outcomes through re-
duced mortality rates, reduced dependency and shorter lengths of stay in hospital by patients.  
Since the commencement of the National Clinical Programme for Stroke, nine new stroke units 
have been opened, bringing the total number of stroke units in acute hospitals to twenty-two.  
This is a major improvement from the first national stroke care audit report in 2008 which re-
ported one stroke unit in the country.

The programme has also developed a range of care pathways to assist the streamlining and 
standardisation of stroke care delivery.

The cost objectives of the programme have also been met with more stroke patients experi-
encing improved clinical outcomes. Examples include:

- Less stroke patients are dying in hospital: The rate has dropped from 16.2% in 2009 to 
14.1% in 2014 – an overall percentage reduction of 12.9%;

- Less stroke patients are discharged to nursing homes – and therefore with improved dis-
ability outcomes: This has reduced from 17.7% in 2009 to 13.8% in 2014 – an overall percent-
age reduction of 22.1%;

- More stroke patients are discharged directly to home from acute hospitals: The rate has 
increased from 50.7% in 2009 to 51.6% in 2014;

- The median acute hospital length of stay for stroke has fallen from 10 days in 2009 to 9 
days in 2014, with an estimated 19,000 bed days saved in the 2011-2014 period.

This is all good news for stroke patients. 

As these questions are service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Execu-
tive for attention and direct reply to each Deputy.

Hospitals Discharges

02/05/2017WRSS03000793. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
across each operating site that have been discharged home via early supported discharge for 
stroke patients since the first ESD rollout in 2011; the percentage of this category compared to 
total stroke discharges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19196/17]

02/05/2017WRSS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.  

Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRSS03200794. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19211/17]
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02/05/2017WRSS03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRSS03400795. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health his plans regarding removing a 
service from a health centre (details supplied) in County Laois. [19212/17]

02/05/2017WRSS03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Departmental Funding

02/05/2017WRSS03600796. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the LGBT groups and organisa-
tions that have received funding from his Department or the HSE in 2016 and to date in 2017; 
the amount of funding that has been provided; the purpose for which the funding was provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19226/17]

02/05/2017WRSS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2016 the Department of Health arranged 
for the transmission of funding of €45,600 to ‘Belong To’ in respect of an initiative being un-
dertaken in the North Inner City Drug and Alcohol Task Force on drugs and alcohol abuse in the 
LGBT community.  In addition a once off payment of €5,000 was allocated to ‘Belong To’ in 
2016 to support a drug project as part of the Taoiseach’s initiative on the development of North 
East Inner City, Dublin. 

To date in 2017 the Department of Health has allocated  €22,800 to ‘ Belong To’ for the 
continuation of its initiative on drugs and alcohol abuse in the LGBT community.  This amounts 
to 50% of the 2017 funding allocation of €45,600 for this initiative.

Up until the end of 2016 the Department of Health disbursed national lottery funding to 
successful applicants.  Details of lottery grants made are available on the Department’s web-
site at http://health.gov.ie/about-us/lottery-funding-2009-2016/.  The Department of Health no 
longer operates a National Lottery Fund.  The HSE operates a similar scheme and continues to 
provide grants to health agencies and other organisations from National Lottery funds.  Details 
can be found on its website at http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/1/schemes/National-Lottery-
Grants-2017/.

As the Deputy’s question asks about funding received from the HSE, I have forwarded your 
question to the HSE for a direct reply.



2 May 2017

545

Nursing Homes Support Scheme

02/05/2017WRSS03800797. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if the budget for the nursing 
home support scheme affects in any way local HSE service budgets on a yearly basis; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19236/17]

02/05/2017WRSS03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in need of long-term 
nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their income 
and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to ensure that long-
term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for 
in the most appropriate settings.

The Scheme operates under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act, 2009.  The maximum 
prices to be paid in public facilities, and referred to as the cost of care, are set by the HSE, laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas, and are published on the HSE website.  The Scheme covers 
the cost of the standard components of long-term residential care which are:

- Nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person;

- Bed and board;

- Basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of everyday liv-
ing;

- Laundry service

The Scheme has a national ring-fenced budget of €940 million in 2017, providing support 
to just over 23,600 people by the end of the year.  The budget is administered by the NHSS Na-
tional Office in Tullamore.  In order to manage the available funds within the budget throughout 
the year, a national placement list is operated by the HSE.  Funding approvals issue to appli-
cants in chronological order.  In 2017 the time applicants to the Scheme spend on the placement 
list for funding should not exceed 4 weeks.

Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRTT00200798. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health when surgery will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [19237/17]

02/05/2017WRTT00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

Motor Tax
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02/05/2017WRTT00400799. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the body or organisation which 
pays the motor tax on vehicles (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19239/17]

02/05/2017WRTT00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE is the responsible State body in re-
lation to motor tax arrangements for any vehicles under its remit.  Recently, the relevant policy 
unit in the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government requested fur-
ther clarification in relation to whether HSE vehicles can continue to avail of the “state owned” 
exemption from motor tax.  My Department has been liaising with the HSE on this matter and 
it is anticipated that the issue will be resolved shortly.

Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRTT00600800. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied). [19250/17]

02/05/2017WRTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRTT00800801. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his plans to expand the range of 
dental services for persons with special needs; if his attention has been drawn to concerns from 
dentists on the lack of dental services and related supports which are available to persons with 
physical and intellectual disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19252/17]

02/05/2017WRTT00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Oral Health Policy which is 
being led by the Chief Dental Officer in the Department will inform future provision of dental 
services.  The project, which includes a needs assessment, a review of resources and involves 
consultation with stakeholders, including dental professionals and the public, is due to be com-
pleted later this year. 

Vaccination Programme

02/05/2017WRTT01000802. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the steps which were taken to 
advise parents of children born in 2016 prior to 30 September that the HSE was embarking on 
the vaccination programme for newborns for meningitis B which commenced in October 2016 
in order that they would be in a position to vaccinate their children following this advice; if he 
will make the vaccination programme available to parents of infant children born prior to Oc-
tober 2016 that wished to avail of it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19255/17]
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02/05/2017WRTT01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Two changes were made to the Primary 
Childhood Immunisation Schedule with the introduction of Men B and Rotavirus for all ba-
bies born on or after 1 October 2016.  The HSE implemented an information campaign aimed 
at parents of children born on or after that date.  The promotional pack given to mothers in 
maternity hospitals was updated to include an article on the new immunisation schedule.  A 
comprehensive suite of English and Irish information materials for parents including booklet, 
leaflet, tear pads, immunisation passports, magnets, posters was sent to all CHOs and mater-
nity hospitals.  They have been distributed to parents in maternity hospitals and as part of first 
PHN visit since 1 October 2016.  This was two months before the first doses of these vaccines 
were administered to children on 1 December 2016.  Comprehensive information is available 
on the HSE National Immunisation Office website (www.immunisation.ie).  All vaccines ad-
ministered through the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule are provided free of charge.  
However, there are no plans at this stage to introduce a catch-up programme for older children.  
Ireland is the second country in Europe to make the vaccine available free of charge as part of 
its national immunisation programme.

Mental Health Services Staff

02/05/2017WRTT01200803. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time equiv-
alent staff that currently work in Louth-Meath mental health team; and the average per capita 
number of staff. [19271/17]

02/05/2017WRTT01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Mental Health Services Expenditure

02/05/2017WRTT01400804. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the per capita spend on mental 
health by county in each of the past five years. [19272/17]

02/05/2017WRTT01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Mental Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRTT01600805. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the locations and capacity of each 
residential facility for persons with mental health issues, both acute and chronic, in County 
Louth; and if there is a waiting list to access inpatient treatment. [19273/17]

02/05/2017WRTT01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 806 withdrawn.

HSE Properties

02/05/2017WRTT01900807. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the rationale for selecting the op-
erational lease delivery method for Dundalk primary care centre; if he will consider utilising the 
HSE’s current properties for the provision of this centre; if he will consider the HSE purchasing 
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or constructing a premises for use as a primary care centre; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19275/17]

02/05/2017WRTT02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Hospital Facilities

02/05/2017WRTT02100808. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the HSE to issue 
national general guidelines for all hospitals on car parking fees at hospitals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19278/17]

02/05/2017WRTT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There is a significant demand for car parking 
at all hospitals.  Consequently, the efficient management of parking spaces and traffic flow on 
hospital campuses is of crucial importance.  This is to ensure on-going availability of parking 
spaces; free flow of traffic on campus; unobstructed access for emergency vehicles at all times; 
proper use of spaces designated for drivers with disabled permits; and proper use of spaces 
designated as drop off points near the hospital entrance.

 The HSE (Health Service Executive) has advised that it does not have one single contract to 
provide parking services at all hospitals.  Instead each hospital has a unique arrangement which 
reflects its specific circumstances. 

Arrangements for car parking generally is an operational matter for the HSE.  The HSE has 
advised that it does not provide guidelines on hospital parking and each hospital/hospital group 
implements their own guidelines. 

Hospitals which charge parking fees are very cognisant of the financial implications of 
parking costs for patients and their families particularly those with long-term illnesses.  Conse-
quently, a maximum daily fixed parking charge has been introduced, thus capping this expense.  
I understand that some hospitals also provide reduced rate parking rates for long-term patients 
and visitors for whom the payment of the full rate would cause hardship. 

The HSE has advised me that it keeps hospital parking charges under review.

Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRTT02300809. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if the S38 service arrangement 
documentation is signed by both the HSE and an organisation (details supplied). [19279/17]

02/05/2017WRTT02400810. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if an organisation (details 
supplied) is compliant under schedule 2 with all quality and safety legislation, regulation and 
policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19280/17]

02/05/2017WRTT02500811. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if there are structures in place 
under the service arrangement documentation whereby senior HSE and senior management of 
an organisation (details supplied) meet on a regular basis; if so, if they consider, review or as-
sess services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19281/17]

02/05/2017WRTT02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 809 to 811, inclusive, together.
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The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRTT02700812. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19294/17]

02/05/2017WRTT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRTT02900813. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of children currently 
waiting for a full diagnostic assessment for autism in University Hospital Waterford; the com-
position of the team; if all the positions are covered; the number of psychologists on the autism 
team that will provide a full diagnostic assessment; the Health Service Executive plan in the 
absence of a fully trained psychologist to undertake the assessment procedure; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19297/17]

02/05/2017WRTT03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRTT03100814. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment 
for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal seeking an appointment from Temple Street 
Children’s University Hospital for a procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19305/17]

02/05/2017WRTT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

Departmental Properties

02/05/2017WRTT03300815. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on concerns raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19307/17]

02/05/2017WRTT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This matter which concerns a lease between 
the HSE and the NMCDA has been the subject of many representations to my Department and 
to the Committee of Public Accounts.   

The matters relating to the lease have been the subject of two separate independent and 
binding arbitration processes.  In each instance the HSE has complied with determinations 
made by the two independent Arbitrators.  

Your correspondence also references consideration of this matter by the Committee of Pub-
lic Accounts (PAC).  In this regard the PAC, in its most recent correspondence on this matter 
with the HSE on 16 February 2016, has affirmed that “Whilst the Committee wanted to find a 
resolution to this issue, it has always accepted that this was a matter for the HSE .”  The Com-
mittee has also acknowledged that it was satisfied that it was dealing with a matter of adminis-
tration and that no findings of fact that would breach the legal principles set down in McGuire 
v Ardagh [2002], were made. 

My officials have discussed this matter with the HSE.  The very clear view of the HSE is 
that the Executive has adhered entirely with the terms and conditions of the lease, and that, 
given its obligations under the Health Act 2004 (which requires that the HSE uses its resources 
efficiently and economically to deliver public health services), the HSE does not consider it ap-
propriate to renegotiate the lease agreement.  

Additionally, the Association was advised by my Secretary General that there were not suf-
ficient grounds to intervene in what was essentially an operational matter which is the responsi-
bility of the HSE under legislation.  The HSE is complying with its commercial obligations, and 
is precluded from offering improved terms to the Association simply to improve its financial 
resources.   
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02/05/2017WRUU00150Medical Card Eligibility

02/05/2017WRUU00200816. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the pro-
vision of medical cards to all persons in receipt of the domiciliary care allowance as set out 
in A Programme for a partnership Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19310/17]

02/05/2017WRUU00300969. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when children under 16 
years of age who are in receipt of domiciliary care allowance will be entitled to full medical 
cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19871/17]

02/05/2017WRUU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 816 and 
969 together.

The Health (Amendment) Act 2017 was signed by the President on 31st March 2017.  This 
Act will enable the granting of full eligibility for general practitioner and other health services 
to all children in respect of whom a Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) is paid.  Granting a 
medical card to all children in respect of whom a DCA payment is made will benefit approxi-
mately 9,800 children in this cohort who do not currently qualify for a medical card. 

Pre-registration with the HSE for the DCA medical card will be available from 1st May 
2017.  This can be done on-line or paper-based.  These medical cards will be certified for use 
from 1st June 2017. 

For a child in receipt of DCA but who currently does not have a medical card, the parent or 
guardian will register for the scheme either online or through a paper-based form.  For a child 
who is currently eligible for a medical card (under discretion or otherwise) and is confirmed to 
be in receipt of DCA, the HSE will automatically issue them a medical card.  For a child who 
is currently eligible for a GP Visit Card (under discretion or otherwise), this card will automati-
cally be upgraded to a full medical card. 

02/05/2017WRUU00450Prescriptions Charges

02/05/2017WRUU00500817. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if prescription costs have 
been decreased for medical card holders as set out in A Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19311/17]

02/05/2017WRUU00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medical card holders are required to pay 
a prescription charge of €2.50 per item for medicines and other prescription items supplied to 
them by community pharmacies under the General Medical Services scheme.  This charge is 
subject to a monthly cap of €25 for each person or family.

Under Budget 2017, I announced a reduction in the charge to €2, subject to a monthly cap 
of €20, for medical card holders aged 70 and over and their dependants.  This reduced charge 
took effect from 1 March 2017.

Any future change to the prescription charge is a matter which I intend to consider in the 
context of the implementation of the health commitments in the Programme for Government 
and having regard to the funding available.

02/05/2017WRUU00650Primary Care Centres
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02/05/2017WRUU00700818. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of tax instru-
ments and other incentives to support investment by general practitioners, dentists and other 
professionals in primary care centres; the details of technology and service developments under 
A Programme for a Partnership Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19312/17]

02/05/2017WRUU00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): One of my key objectives as Minister for 
Health, and a strong theme within the Programme for a Partnership Government, is to support 
a decisive shift within the health system towards primary care.  The Programme for a Partner-
ship Government also contains a commitment to examine the use of tax instruments and other 
incentives to support investment in primary care centres, technology and service developments.  
My Department has had preliminary discussions on this matter with the Department of Finance, 
which has policy responsibility for taxation matters, in relation to the potential for taxation 
measures to support the development of a primary care-oriented health service.  It is envisaged 
that the matter will be further examined and may be considered in the context of budgetary 
planning.

02/05/2017WRUU00850Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRUU00900819. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of dental health 
packages for persons under six years of age and comprehensive preventive dental health pro-
grammes for persons under 12 years of age as set out in A Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19313/17]

02/05/2017WRUU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Dental services for children up to 16 years 
of age are provided by the Public Dental Service of the Health Service Executive through its 
dental clinics.  This includes emergency services and referral as appropriate to children under 6.  
A targeted fissure sealant programme is provided for children aged 6 to 8 and 11 to 13 (usually 
2nd and 6th class in primary school).  In addition, a screening programme is provided for these 
age groups with necessary interventions for permanent teeth including fillings and extractions.  
Children aged 9-11 may receive a screening and necessary interventions where resources allow.

The National Oral Health Policy which is being led by the Chief Dental Officer in the De-
partment will inform future provision of dental services.  It will take account of commitments 
in the Programme for Government and have regard to the funding available to facilitate such 
measures. 

02/05/2017WRUU01050Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRUU01100820. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19324/17]

02/05/2017WRUU01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
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national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRUU01250Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review

02/05/2017WRUU01300821. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of the review be-
ing carried out into the nursing support scheme and the manner in which the current scheme is 
discriminating against farmers and small business owners; when this review will be carried out; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19325/17]

02/05/2017WRUU01400874. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when the changes to the exemp-
tion of agricultural assets towards costs for nursing home care via the fair deal scheme will be 
implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19470/17]

02/05/2017WRUU01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 821 and 874 together.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in 
need of long-term nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care accord-
ing to their income and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings. 

When the NHSS commenced in 2009, a commitment was made that it would be reviewed 
after three years.  The Report of the Review was published in July 2015.  Arising out of the 
Review, a number of key issues have been identified for more detailed consideration across 
Departments and Agencies.

An Interdepartmental/Agency Working Group has been established to progress the recom-
mendations contained in the Review.  This Group is chaired by the Department of Health and 
includes representatives from the Department of the Taoiseach, the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, the HSE, the Revenue Commissioners, and when required, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF).  These recommendations include examining the treatment 
of business and farm assets for the purposes of the financial assessment element of the Scheme.  
This work is currently underway.  An initial report on progress was submitted to the Cabinet 
Committee on Health in September 2016.

Once all of the relevant Review recommendations have been considered, any amendments 
required to the Scheme will be identified.  Changes which require legislative implementation 
will be addressed collectively; in that regard, it is important to remember that the NHSS is 
largely underpinned by primary legislation.

A Programme for a Partnership Government has also committed to reviewing the NHSS to 
remove any discrimination against small businesses and family farms.  This review is currently 
underway.  I am committed to this review of the position with regard to family farms and small 
businesses for the purposes of the financial assessment element of the Scheme. 

02/05/2017WRUU01550Health Services Provision
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02/05/2017WRUU01600822. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19326/17]

02/05/2017WRUU01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRUU01750Health Products Regulatory Authority

02/05/2017WRUU01800823. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the enforcement cost for the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority since 2014 and to date in 2017; the number of premises 
that have been visited under its enforcement powers; the average cost per enforcement action at 
premises; the number of enforcement powers; the average cost per enforcement action at prem-
ises; the number of enforcement actions that have been undertaken since 2014; and the number 
of enforcement actions at which gardaí were present at premises, in tabular form. [19334/17]

02/05/2017WRUU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Products Regulatory Authority 
(HPRA) has confirmed the direct costs of the Agency’s enforcement unit as follows:

2014  €911,970

2015  €989,093

2016  €961,369

2017  €204,458 (January to March 2017).

All HPRA visits to premises are conducted under the provisions of the Irish Medicines 
Board Acts 1995 and 2006 and under regulations relating to health products.  The HPRA does 
not record enforcement activity by premises visited, as enforcement activity can be office based 
(e.g. online investigations) or a single case may involve multiple visits to premises.  Enforce-
ment activity is recorded by enforcement cases opened and product detained. 

The HPRA does not record the cost of specific enforcement activities.  It prioritises en-
forcement cases on the basis of the perceived risk to public health; application of an average 
cost would not be representative as visits vary considerably according to the issue being in-
vestigated, the time spent on the premises, the number of personnel involved and the depth of 
investigation required at the particular time. 

Section 32 (b) of the Irish Medicines Board Acts 1995 and 2006 provides powers for the 
enforcement officers at HPRA.  These powers are extended in regulations relating to medical 
devices and other health products, including regulations on the quality and safety of human 
blood and blood components; the quality and safety of human tissues and cells; the quality and 
safety of human organs intended for transplantation; clinical trials on medicinal products for 
human use; cosmetic products; and the protection of animals used for scientific purposes.

The powers of “authorised officers” (as provided under the Irish Medicines Board Acts 1995 
and 2006), include but are not limited to entering any premises at which an officer has reason-
able grounds for believing that any trade, business or activity connected with the manufacture, 
processing, disposal, export, import, distribution, sale, supply, storage, packaging or labelling 
of any relevant thing is or has been carried out; powers to inspect, copy or remove records; and 
powers to take samples or remove any relevant thing found at the premises for the purposes of 
any test, examination or analysis.  However, it should be noted that authorised officers of the 
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HPRA do not have powers to arrest or detain people.

HPRA enforcement activity is recorded by enforcement cases.  The total number of cases 
recorded since January 2014 is as follows:

2014 - 3,703

2015 - 3,677

2016 - 4,054

2017 - 841 (January to March)

Total: 12,275.

The HPRA does not record statistics on the number of attendances by An Garda Síochána 
at premises being visited by the HPRA; the agency cooperates with An Garda Síochána on an 
ongoing basis.  In general, where the HPRA visits a premises where it is anticipated that there 
could be a public order issue, a Garda presence may be requested.  In addition, HPRA staff as-
sist with Garda investigations, at the request of the Gardaí, when An Garda Síochána believes 
that HPRA knowledge and experience may be beneficial.

02/05/2017WRUU01950Patient Deaths

02/05/2017WRUU02000824. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to an investigation into the circumstances surrounding the death of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19336/17]

02/05/2017WRUU02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I would like to offer my sincerest condo-
lences to the family.  The Deputy will appreciate that I have a limited role in individual cases 
and do not have access to individual patient files or personal information.

The Deputy will be aware that it would be inappropriate for me to comment other than to 
acknowledge with regret the distress and upset the family have experienced throughout this dif-
ficult time.  In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRUU02150Patient Deaths

02/05/2017WRUU02200825. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the details of 
the findings of the investigation into the death of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19337/17]

02/05/2017WRUU02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy will appreciate that I have a 
limited role in individual cases and do not have access to individual patient files or personal 
information.

The Deputy will be aware that it would be inappropriate for me to comment other than to 
acknowledge with regret the distress and upset the family have experienced throughout this dif-
ficult time.  In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly. 
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02/05/2017WRUU02350Action Against Tobacco Industry

02/05/2017WRUU02400826. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will advance the 
proposal to introduce a levy on the tobacco industry; the discussions his Department has had 
with the Department of Finance on this following on from a recommendation in Tobacco Free 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19338/17]

02/05/2017WRUU02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
Tobacco Free Ireland, the report of the Tobacco Policy Review Group, was endorsed by Gov-
ernment, and published in October 2013.  It builds on existing tobacco control policies and 
legislation already in place in this country, and sets a target for Ireland to be tobacco free (i.e. 
with a smoking prevalence rate of less than 5%) by 2025.  Tobacco Free Ireland was among 
the first policy documents to be launched under the Healthy Ireland framework and will play a 
major part in achieving the vision set out in Healthy Ireland.  The two key themes underpinning 
Tobacco Free Ireland are the protection of children and the denormalisation of smoking.

A high level action plan for Tobacco Free Ireland’s recommendations was published in 
March 2015 and Annual Reports monitoring progress are also published and are available on 
the Department of Health’s website.

This Government is committed to implementing Tobacco Free Ireland as outlined in the 
Programme for a Partnership Government.  Considerable progress has been made and the ac-
tion plan is being implemented as published. 

The Tax Strategy Group which is an interdepartmental committee chaired by the Depart-
ment of Finance, considers papers on various options for the Budget and for the medium and 
longer term.  In its deliberations on taxation of tobacco products it has considered Tobacco Free 
Ireland’s recommendation for the introduction of a levy on the tobacco industry, representa-
tions from Non-Governmental Organisations in the health sector  and the experience of other 
countries in this arena.  To date the focus has been on the price of tobacco products at the retail 
level as price is considered to be an extremely important factor in influencing decisions around 
smoking. Excise duties have increased in 21 of the last 25 budgets and have had a positive im-
pact of public health and revenue generated.

I will continue to press for further increases on tobacco products in subsequent budgets.  
The issue of a tobacco industry levy will be kept under consideration.

02/05/2017WRUU02550Disability Support Services

02/05/2017WRUU02600827. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 330 of 28 March 2017, if all the provisions being undertaken by the HSE will apply to 
organisations funded by the HSE but in circumstances in which the services are not delivered 
by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19350/17]

02/05/2017WRUU02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The particu-
lar issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE).  Ac-
cordingly I have arranged for the Deputy’s question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRUU02750Hospital Appointments Delays
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02/05/2017WRUU02800828. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a hip operation 
was postponed three times for a person (details supplied); if an early date will be arranged for 
surgery; and if he will expedite same. [19354/17]

02/05/2017WRUU02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRUU02950Vaccination Programme Data

02/05/2017WRUU03000829. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the unit administration cost 
of the HPV vaccine in each of the years 2010 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19355/17]

02/05/2017WRUU03100830. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the unit cost of the HPV vac-
cine in each of the years 2010 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19356/17]

02/05/2017WRUU03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 829 and 
830 together.

The table gives the annual funding which includes vaccine purchase, consent forms and 
information material for parents. 

Figures from 2014 include consent forms and information materials for 2 other vaccines 
(Tdap and MenC) which are also given to 1st year students in second level schools.

Figures for 2016 include planned expenditure for the 2016/17 academic year.

Year Funding (€) 
2010 3,785,000
2011 3,590,000
2012 4,410,000
2013 3,780,000
2014 2,835,000
2015 2,525,000
2016 2,525,000
Staff administration costs have been absorbed in the core budget.  The HSE received an 

additional €2.65 million in 2010 (and ongoing) to fund the HPV vaccination programme.  This 
funding also includes administration of Men C and Tdap vaccines offered to all students in first 
year of second level school. 

The Health Service Executive is unable to provide the unit cost for HPV vaccine as this is 
commercially sensitive.
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02/05/2017WRUU03250Vaccination Programme

02/05/2017WRUU03300831. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to approach the 
providers of the HPV vaccine to contact persons affected by the vaccine; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19357/17]

02/05/2017WRUU03400832. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to set up an inde-
pendent inquiry to investigate the claims by over 300 girls that they all have a common list of 
complaints; if he will consider the options to provide meaningful intervention to restore these 
girls to their pre HPV vaccine health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19358/17]

02/05/2017WRUU03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 831 and 
832 together.

Immunisation is regarded as one of the safest and most cost-effective of health care in-
terventions and the importance of vaccination is acknowledged by all the major international 
health organisations.  The World Health Organisation estimates that up to 3 million lives are 
saved each year as a result of vaccination and the scientific evidence is clear that benefits of 
vaccines outweigh the known side effects

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC).  NIAC is a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Ireland comprising of experts in a number of specialties including infectious diseases, paediat-
rics and public health.  The committee’s recommendations are informed by public health advice 
and international best practice.  All relevant and appropriate information is taken into account 
when deciding to make changes to the State’s immunisation programmes. 

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety 
and quality of all medicines that are licensed in Ireland. While no medicine is entirely without 
risk, the safety of vaccines, as with all medicines, is carefully monitored and any new evidence 
concerning side-effects is taken into account.  The HPRA and the European Medicines Agency 
continually monitor adverse events to vaccination.  

Unfounded, false claims have been made of an association between HPV vaccination and 
a number of conditions experienced by a group of young women.  It appears that they first 
suffered symptoms around the time they received the HPV vaccine and a false connection is 
being made between the HPV vaccine and the onset of these symptoms.  There is no scientific 
evidence that the HPV vaccine causes any long term illness.  However, this misinformation has 
led to a significant drop in uptake rates of the HPV vaccine.  This means that a large cohort of 
girls is now at risk of developing cervical cancer later in their lives.

Misinformation is causing real harm to those unvaccinated children and adults who develop 
vaccine preventable diseases, and to people who seek inappropriate treatments for real condi-
tions that are not caused by vaccines.  Any parent who has doubts or questions about vaccina-
tion should talk to their family doctor, or alternatively to visit the National Immunisation office 
website.  These sources of information are clear and accurate and will answer any queries you 
may have about the benefits or risks of vaccination.  Vaccination is the best way for parents to 
make sure their children are healthy and protected from preventable diseases.

In relation to the issues raised by the Deputy I do not intend to contact the manufacturers 
and there are no plans to hold an enquiry.

02/05/2017WRUU03550Disability Support Services
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02/05/2017WRUU03600833. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will consider re-evaluating 
or providing further clarity on the role of the HSE, EITs and NEPS, in general and specifically, 
when transition reviews are being carried out for children with special needs when they are 
entering primary level education in view of the confusion and worry caused to persons and 
management of a school (details supplied) at which reviews were not carried out in time for the 
school to apply for extra SNA hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19362/17]

02/05/2017WRUU03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in A Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRVV00100Written Replies Nos. 834 to 853

02/05/2017WRVV00150Health Care Policy

02/05/2017WRVV00200834. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the reason for a change of policy 
by the HSE west (details supplied) to convalescent care discharge from UCHG and Portiuncula 
hospital; and if the HSE will revert to policy committed to in 2012 which respects a person’s 
right to choose the location they receive care. [19384/17]

02/05/2017WRVV00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRVV00350Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRVV00400835. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the amount of money that has been 
paid to private care providers, such as (details supplied) for respite and residential care for per-
sons with intellectual disabilities in each of the past three years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19397/17]

02/05/2017WRVV00500839. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of persons which have 
benefitted from HSE funded private home care such as that provided by companies (details 
supplied) for respite and residential care for persons with intellectual disabilities; his views on 
whether the costs to date have provided value for the moneys spent; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19411/17]

02/05/2017WRVV00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 835 and 839 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
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their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRVV00650Prescriptions Data

02/05/2017WRVV00700836. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the data collected on trends in 
the prescribing of psychoactive psychotropic drugs here, especially to children, over the past 
20 years; if the collected data indicates an overall rise in problems associated with prescribed 
medications, especially with opioids, stimulants, antidepressants and antipsychotic drugs in 
terms of tolerance, withdrawal and dependency; the measures being taken to address any rise 
in prescription rates and associated problems regarding prescription medications; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [19402/17]

02/05/2017WRVV00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Medication 
therapy is one of a number of tools available to health professionals for the treatment of chil-
dren with mental health difficulties.  It is however essential that the medicines in question are 
safe and that appropriate prescribing guidelines are followed by the health professional treating 
the child.

Before a medicine is made available to the public, it undergoes an authorisation process 
whereby the medicine’s safety, quality and efficacy is assessed, based on the results of clinical 
trials.  All medicines have side effects so it is only when the risk benefit analysis is positive, i.e. 
that the potential benefits to the patient outweigh the potential risks that the medicine receives 
an authorisation.    

Once available a medicine is then subject to ongoing monitoring and evaluation through a 
process of pharmacocovigilance which operates at EU wide level to monitor the use of medi-
cines in large numbers of patients and manage and analyse information on suspected adverse 
reactions to medicines.

European reviews of certain antipsychotics, antidepressants, stimulants and opioids have 
resulted in updates to product information in order to support better informed prescribing and 
use of these medicines in various patient groups including children. Important safety updates 
are communicated by the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) to health profession-
als via their Drug Safety Newsletter.  The HPRA, in conjunction with its European counterparts 
continues to review the safety of authorised medicines and take appropriate regulatory action 
when necessary. 

In Ireland there are a number of sources of prescribing guidelines. More recent guidelines 
include a Consensus Statement issued by the College of Psychiatry on the use of benzodiaz-
epines in specialist mental health services (2012), Guidance issued by the Irish College of Gen-
eral Practitioners on Child and Adolescent Mental Health: Diagnosis and Management (2013), 
and the Medical Council Guide to Professional Conduct and Ethics for Registered Medical 
Practitioners 2016.  Section 42 of the Medical Council Guide states for example that doctors 
should keep up to date with developments in medication safety and seek independent, evidence-
based sources of information on the benefits and risk of the medicine.  It also states that doctors 
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should be aware of the dangers of drug dependency when prescribing benzodiazepines, opiates 
and other drugs with addictive potential and should take reasonable steps to make sure they are 
not inappropriately obtaining drugs from multiple sources. 

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has also been actively involved in ensuring appropri-
ate prescribing of psychotropic drugs.  Reports are sent to GPs on a regular basis setting out 
the number of benzodiazepine and ‘z’ drug prescriptions dispensed to their patients and these 
reports allow GPs to compare their prescribing patterns to that of their peers.  The reports also 
highlight where patients are on these medications for longer than the recommended period.  

In terms of research data, the Drug Use in Ireland and Northern Ireland Drugs Prevalence 
Survey 2014/2015, commissioned by the National Advisory Committee on Drugs and Alcohol 
(NACDA) in Ireland and the Department of Health in Northern Ireland contains data on preva-
lence rates for sedatives/tranquillisers and anti-depressants.  For young adults aged 15 to 34 and 
over lifetime prevalence (ever used) for sedatives/tranquillisers was 8.9% (down from 10.1%, 
the prevalence rate reported in the last survey in 2010/2011).  The lifetime prevalence of anti-
depressant use for the same age group was 8.3% (an increase from 6.8%, the prevalence rate 
reported in 2010/2011). 

The Prevalence Study do not provide information on the number of children prescribed 
sedatives/tranquillisers and anti-depressants.  The Health Service Executive (HSE) has some 
limited data on prescribing tends for children on the General Medical Services (GMS) scheme 
pharmacy claims database.  A 2015 research study on benzodiazepine prescribing in children 
carried out an analysis of GMS data over a 9 year period (2002 -2011).  The study found that 
prescription rates decreased slightly during the 9 year period and that prescription rates follow 
a similar pattern to those in other European countries.  However the data is limited insofar as 
it only relates to medicines reimbursed under the GMS schemes and does not include prescrip-
tions paid for by patients privately.

02/05/2017WRVV00850Hospitals Funding

02/05/2017WRVV00900837. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health further to parliamentary question 
numbers 239 and 240 of 8 March 2017, and in view of the recent reply (details supplied) if he 
will address the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19406/17]

02/05/2017WRVV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Activity Based Funding (ABF) is a new 
model for funding public hospital care which was introduced in 2016.  It involves moving away 
from inefficient block grant budgets to a new system where hospitals are paid for the volume 
and quality of care provided, subject to a budgetary limit.  Each Hospital in the Programme 
is allocated an ABF budget and a set of activity targets.  These can be altered by the Hospital 
Group subject to agreement with the Acute Hospitals and Finance Divisions within the HSE.  
A system of transition payments is in place to assist the less efficient hospitals to adjust.  These 
payments will be phased out over time.  The ABF system is currently applied to in-patient and 
day case services with other services still being funded through the block grant system.

It is important to note that while the new funding model is encouraging hospitals to use 
resources at their disposal more efficiently, it does not seek to reduce overall expenditure in the 
acute hospital system.  Instead it provides a more transparent funding mechanism and it more 
fairly rewards hospitals for the activity that they undertake.  

In relation to your specific queries regarding University Hospital Kerry, as this is a service 
matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 
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02/05/2017WRVV01050Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRVV01100838. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied).  [19408/17]

02/05/2017WRVV01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

Question No. 839 answered with Question No. 835.

02/05/2017WRVV01350Health Services

02/05/2017WRVV01400840. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of a review for a 
person (details supplied) in County Cork.  [19414/17]

02/05/2017WRVV01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRVV01550Obesity Strategy

02/05/2017WRVV01600841. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the Na-
tional Obesity Policy and Action Plan 2016 – 2025; the actions undertaken to date in relation 
to an agreement on food reformulation targets with the food industry (details supplied); the 
estimated impact this will have on Exchequer funding; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [19417/17]

02/05/2017WRVV01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
A Healthy Weight for Ireland – Obesity Policy and Action Plan, 2016 – 2025 was launched in 
September 2016.  The Policy sets out a 10 Steps Forward, 20 priorities and 60 actions to be 
undertaken during its life time.  

Of the priority actions the following has been achieved:

1. Publication of Healthy Eating Guidelines and Food Pyramid;

2. Production of a paper on taxing  Sugar Sweetened Drink; and

3. The Department provided leadership and collaborated with international organisations 
including World Health Organisation, EU (High Level Group on the prevention of childhood 
obesity and reformulation of food ) as well as North –South cooperation.

The following has commenced:

1. The development of legislation for calorie posting on menus; 

2. Development of a Code of Practice for food and drink promotion, marketing and sponsor-
ship; 
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3. Appointment of a clinical lead within the health service; 

4. Inclusion of obesity prevention and care in the GP contract; 

5. Implementation of the National Physical Activity Plan; 

6. Development of obesity research. 

The Code of Practice is in its final stage of development and will be launched very shortly.

In relation to reformulation of food to reduce fat, sugar and salt, my Department is in the 
process of establishing a national food product improvement Working Group and is working 
with the EU Commission on the Working Group on food improvement. This work will be used 
as a guide for Member States. 

02/05/2017WRVV01750Audiology Services Provision

02/05/2017WRVV01800842. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health if hearing tests are carried out 
by public health nurses within the HSE for children aged 18 to 24 months and 3 to 4 years.  
[19418/17]

02/05/2017WRVV01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRVV01950Cancer Services Provision

02/05/2017WRVV02000843. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
from an organisation (details supplied); if he will address the need for a second breast surgeon, 
a breast radiologist, radiographer support and the infrastructure and support needed within the 
breast clinic at Letterkenny hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19419/17]

02/05/2017WRVV02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Breast Cancer Service at Letterkenny 
University Hospital operates as a satellite centre of University Hospital Galway.  The service 
is run by a single consultant who also undertakes general surgery at the hospital, and it is aug-
mented by locum consultants and by Galway-based Saolta consultants who travel to carry out 
clinics in Letterkenny to meet needs arising.

At present, efforts are being made to recruit a full-time locum consultant surgeon to deal 
with current demands on the service.  Consideration continues to be given to longer-term mea-
sures to meet the future requirements of the service and staffing at consultant and other levels 
will be among the issues to be considered.

I recently met with cancer support groups from the area and I can confirm that the HSE’s 
National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP), my Department and the Saolta Group are ac-
tively engaged in ensuring that a quality breast cancer service will be available in Letterkenny.   

A radiologist post for Letterkenny University Hospital has been advertised, but attempts 
to fill this position have proved challenging.  Radiography numbers in Letterkenny have in-
creased, and the hospital will continue to develop its radiography service to meet the needs of 
patients.  The possibility of further cooperation with health services in Northern Ireland is also 
being explored, with the hope of building on the level of co-operation achieved in relation to 
the North West Cancer Centre at Altnagelvin Hospital.  This centre opened in November last 
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year and it is providing access to radiotherapy services to people from both jurisdictions in the 
North West.

02/05/2017WRVV02150Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/05/2017WRVV02200844. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of applications 
made to the HSE for drug reimbursement since 2012; the number of these applications that 
were for drugs with rare disease orphan designation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19423/17]

02/05/2017WRVV02300845. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of drug reim-
bursement applications that have been reimbursed by the HSE for all medicines since 2012, in 
tabular form. [19424/17]

02/05/2017WRVV02400846. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of drug reim-
bursement applications that have not been recommended for reimbursement by the HSE for all 
medicines since 2012, in tabular form.  [19425/17]

02/05/2017WRVV02500847. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of orphan drugs 
that have been reimbursed by the HSE for the treatment of rare disease since 2012, in tabular 
form.  [19426/17]

02/05/2017WRVV02600848. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of orphan drugs 
that have not been recommended for reimbursement by the HSE since 2012, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19427/17]

02/05/2017WRVV02700849. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the details of each drug cur-
rently reimbursed since 2012, in tabular form; the date each drug was submitted for approval; 
the date of its subsequent commercial entry date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19428/17]

02/05/2017WRVV02800850. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the details of each orphan 
drug currently reimbursed since 2012, in tabular form; the date each drug was submitted for 
approval; the date of its subsequent commercial entry date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19429/17]

02/05/2017WRVV02900851. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of orphan drug 
applications which, following rapid review assessment by the National Centre for Pharmaco-
economics, NCPE, were recommended for full pharmacoeconomic assessment since 2012, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19430/17]

02/05/2017WRVV03000852. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of orphan drug 
applications recommended for reimbursement based solely on the NCPE’s rapid review process 
since 2012, in tabular form. [19431/17]

02/05/2017WRVV03100853. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the number of orphan drug 
applications not recommended for reimbursement by the NCPE at the original submitted price 
that were subsequently approved for reimbursement following confidential price negotiations, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19432/17]

02/05/2017WRVV03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 844 to 853, 
inclusive, together.

As this is a service matter, I have forwarded your request to the HSE who will respond to 
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the Deputy directly.  

02/05/2017WRWW00100Written Replies Nos. 854 to 867

02/05/2017WRWW00150Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRWW00200854. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of respite care for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19436/17]

02/05/2017WRWW00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

A Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRWW00350Legislative Process

02/05/2017WRWW00400855. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when Parts 2 and 3 of the 
Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 are due to be enacted; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19437/17]

02/05/2017WRWW00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It was indicated upon the enactment of the 
Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 that an appropriate transition period would be re-
quired in order to carry out significant preparatory work to facilitate a seamless transition to the 
new regulatory framework laid out in the Act.  That work is underway, involving officials from 
my Department.  It is intended that Parts 2 and 3 will be commenced later this year.

02/05/2017WRWW00550Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRWW00600856. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied).  [19438/17]

02/05/2017WRWW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
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the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRWW00750Occupational Therapy

02/05/2017WRWW00800857. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number of persons currently 
on the waiting list for the occupational therapy service of Meath primary care; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [19440/17]

02/05/2017WRWW00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRWW00950Occupational Therapy

02/05/2017WRWW01000858. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the current waiting time for 
persons on the waiting list of the occupational therapy service of Meath primary care; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [19441/17]

02/05/2017WRWW01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRWW01150Health Services Staff

02/05/2017WRWW01200859. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the reason two occupational 
therapists who have left the occupational therapy service of Meath primary care have not been 
replaced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19442/17]

02/05/2017WRWW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRWW01350Health Services Staff Recruitment

02/05/2017WRWW01400860. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the re-
cruitment of occupational therapists in Meath primary care service; if these posts have been 
advertised; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19443/17]

02/05/2017WRWW01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

02/05/2017WRWW01550Occupational Therapy

02/05/2017WRWW01600861. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health if the current waiting times in 
the occupational therapy service of Meath primary care are similar to those in other areas; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19444/17]
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02/05/2017WRWW01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRWW01750Tobacco Control Measures

02/05/2017WRWW01800862. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if he will consider allocating funds 
to the prevention of smoking as a way to reduce the €460 million that smoking costs the health 
system each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19448/17]

02/05/2017WRWW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
Tobacco smoking is the biggest single cause of addiction, ill health and death in Ireland. It is 
estimated that 840,000 of the Irish population aged 15 and over are addicted to tobacco.  Ap-
proximately 6,000 Irish people die every year from tobacco related illnesses.

Tobacco Free Ireland, the report of the Tobacco Policy Review Group, was endorsed by 
Government, and published in October 2013.  It builds on existing tobacco control policies and 
legislation already in place in this country, and sets a target for Ireland to be tobacco free (i.e. 
with a smoking prevalence rate of less than 5%) by 2025. Tobacco Free Ireland was among 
the first policy documents to be launched under the Healthy Ireland Framework and will play 
a major part in achieving the vision set out in Healthy Ireland.  The two key themes underpin-
ning Tobacco Free Ireland   are the protection of children and the denormalisation of smoking.

A high level action plan for Tobacco Free Ireland was published in March 2015 and Annual 
Reports monitoring progress are also published and are available on the Department of Health’s 
website.  The Government is committed to implementing Tobacco Free Ireland as outlined in A 
Programme for a Partnership Government. 

Considerable progress has been made and the action plan is being implemented as pub-
lished.  Some of the key achievements since the publication of Tobacco Free Ireland  are:

- the increase in price of tobacco products in Budgets 2014, 2015 and 2016;

- the commencement of legislation which protects children from second hand smoke in cars;

- the commencement of legislation to provide for standardised packaging of tobacco prod-
ucts;

- the commencement of legislation to transpose the EU Tobacco Products Directive;

- the commissioning and publication of the economic cost of smoking in Ireland report;

- the publication of the Health Information and Quality Authority’s  Health Technology As-
sessment of smoking cessation interventions;

- the further development by the HSE of the QUIT campaign and the enhancement of sup-
ports for smokers who wish to stop smoking;

- the commencement of a process to develop National Clinical Guidelines for smoking ces-
sation between the HSE, the National Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC)  and other 
stakeholders;

- the publication of research on tobacco including the potential impacts of standardised 
packaging;
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- the continued enforcement of tobacco control legislation by the HSE;

- the continuation of an annual Healthy Ireland Survey, the Health Behaviour in School 
Children Study (HBSC) and the European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs 
(ESPAD) which gives up-to-date reliable data on the prevalence of smoking throughout the 
whole population;

- the engagement in the Healthy Ireland Framework to assist with changing social norms 
around smoking;

- the involvement of the NGO sector in supporting Tobacco Free Ireland  actions;

- the approval of Government to proceed with drafting the General Scheme of a Bill to 
provide for the introduction of a licensing system and other measure for tobacco products and 
non-medicinal nicotine delivery systems , including electronic cigarettes; and

- the engagement with the World Health Organisation in implementing the Framework Con-
vention on Tobacco Control.

These actions together with other past initiatives have resulted in a decrease in the preva-
lence of smoking in Ireland.  The Government and my Department in conjunction with the 
Health Service Executive and other key stakeholders will continue to support as appropriate the 
further implementation of Tobacco Free Ireland in order to reduce smoking prevalence to less 
than 5% by 2025.

02/05/2017WRWW01950Data Protection

02/05/2017WRWW02000863. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the cause of the record number of 
data protection breaches within the HSE; the reason doctors and nurses are allowed to take con-
fidential files out of the office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19450/17]

02/05/2017WRWW02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question refers specifically 
to the HSE it has been forwarded to them for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRWW02150Health Services Expenditure

02/05/2017WRWW02200864. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if increases in spending on stroke 
care are necessitated to keep up with the aging population; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19455/17]

02/05/2017WRWW02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.  

02/05/2017WRWW02325Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/05/2017WRWW02400865. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if he will incorporate the freestyle 
libre glucose monitoring unit into the long term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [19456/17]

02/05/2017WRWW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
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decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medical devices in the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  Where a supplier 
wishes to have a product reimbursed in the community drugs schemes, it must first submit an 
application to the HSE to have the product added to the reimbursement list.

The HSE has advised that it has received a formal application to add FreeStyle Libre Flash 
Glucose Monitoring System to the reimbursement list.  This application will be considered in 
compliance with the requirements of the 2013 Act. 

02/05/2017WRWW02550Health Screening Programmes

02/05/2017WRWW02600866. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the timelines for the retendering 
and procurement of a provider for the diabetic retinopathy screening service which is due for 
renewal in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19457/17]

02/05/2017WRWW02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.  

02/05/2017WRWW02750Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRWW02800867. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19459/17]

02/05/2017WRWW02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRXX00150Vaccination Programme Data

02/05/2017WRXX00200868. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Questions 
Nos. 609 to 611 of 11 April 2017, the reason he has stated that there was more vaccine pro-
duced by a company (details supplied) purchased than that of another company; and the reason 
90% of the swine flu vaccinations were of the pandemrix vaccine as distinct from cephlapan.  
[19460/17]

02/05/2017WRXX00300869. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
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No.r 610 of 11 April 2017, the number of doses of pandemrix that were purchased; the number 
that were used; and the status of the unused vaccines.  [19461/17]

02/05/2017WRXX00400870. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 609 of 11 April 2017, the amount of money spent on the pandemrix vaccine.  [19462/17]

02/05/2017WRXX00500872. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the cost of the swine flu vaccination 
programme; and the cost of the vaccines purchased, the public mass vaccination campaign, the 
setting up of emergency clinics around the country, the extra staff costs in hiring part time staff 
and for overtime, the media campaign and other associated costs.  [19464/17]

02/05/2017WRXX00600873. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 610 of 11 April 2017, if it is correct that the HSE had contracts in place for items (details 
supplied).  [19465/17]

02/05/2017WRXX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 868 to 870, 
inclusive, and 872 and 873 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) was guided on all aspects of the pandemic influenza 
vaccination campaign by the Pandemic Expert Influenza Group and the National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee.  I have been informed by the HSE that they had contracts in place for 
the provision of pandemic vaccine, with Baxter for 4.25 million doses of Celvapan vaccine, 
and with GSK for 3.45 million doses of Pandemrix vaccine.  However, Baxter had severe 
production difficulties and was unable to supply the amounts of vaccines as per the contract. 
Approximately 3 million doses of Pandemic vaccine were delivered to Ireland - 600,000 Baxter 
(Celvapan) and 2.4 million GSK (Pandemrix). 

Of the 2.4 million Pandemrix influenza vaccines purchased, 90% were distributed.  The 
shelf life for pandemic vaccines was 24 months. In 2011, all unused and expired vaccines were 
returned to the vaccine manufacturers for destruction. 

The original budget for pandemic vaccine was €80 million and the actual spend was €30 
million.  The reduction was achieved by the purchase of less vaccines and negotiations with the 
vaccine manufacturers.  The HSE is unable to provide the cost of each pandemic vaccine as this 
is commercially sensitive information. 

I have been informed by the HSE that their National Immunisation Office does not have 
information on the other costs.

02/05/2017WRXX00750Vaccination Programme

02/05/2017WRXX00800871. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 611 of 11 April 2017, the reason pandemrix continued to be used after 2009 when the Irish 
Medicines Board was in possession of facts that showed it had a far greater likelihood of ad-
verse reactions.  [19463/17]

02/05/2017WRXX00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The first reports of a link between pandemic 
influenza vaccination and narcolepsy came in the second half of 2010. In August 2010, the 
Swedish pharmacovigilance authority reported that it was investigating six cases of narcolepsy 
reported by health care professionals as a possible adverse event following the use of Pandem-
rix vaccine, used during the H1N1 2009 pandemic.  This was followed later that month by 
reports from the Finnish National Institute for Health and Welfare noting there had been a more 
than expected number of cases of narcolepsy in children and adolescents that year. On 23 Sep-
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tember 2010, the Committee on Human Medicinal Products (CHMP) of the EMA concluded 
in its initial review of available data that the available evidence did not confirm a link but that 
more research was needed. 

By the end of March 2011 the Irish Medicines Board (IMB), now the Health Products 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA) had received reports of two confirmed cases of narcolepsy fol-
lowing vaccination with pandemic vaccines.  The Department of Health and the HSE agreed 
that the HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre would work with the IMB and Irish clinical 
experts in narcolepsy to examine the Irish data and report back the findings.  The Final Report 
of National Narcolepsy Study Steering Committee was published on 19 April 2012.  It found a 
13-fold higher risk of narcolepsy in vaccinated compared to unvaccinated individuals and the 
absolute increased risk associated with the vaccine was five narcolepsy cases per 100,000 vac-
cinated children and adolescents.

The vaccination programme in Ireland was based on the advices of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee.  A number of “at risk” groups were defined and prioritised for vac-
cination commencing in October 2009.  Over 1.1 million pandemic vaccinations were recorded, 
giving a 25% uptake for the total population.  The vaccine uptakes among the priority groups 
were 50% for those medically at risk, 32% for pregnant women (it was 45% during early part 
of programme), 31% for health care workers, 60% for children aged 6 months to 4 years, 39%  
for children aged 5-14 years and 25% for those aged 65 years and older.  The public pandemic 
vaccination campaign ended on 31 March 2010. However, following a full assessment of the 
situation at that time the vaccine continued to be made available free of charge to the “at risk” 
groups through General Practice and Maternity Units until September 2010.

Since the 2010/2011 influenza season H1N1 has been incorporated in the seasonal flu vac-
cine used in Ireland. Pandemrix was distributed to GPs in January 2011 with a recommendation 
that it be used for those in at risk groups for a three week period when there was a temporary 
shortage of seasonal influenza vaccine.  All sites were asked to return any unused vaccine and 
it has not been recommended for use since then. 

  Questions Nos. 872 and 873 answered with Question No. 868.

Question No. 874 answered with Question No. 821.

02/05/2017WRXX01150Health Services

02/05/2017WRXX01200875. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will address the ongoing 
concern regarding access to new pump start ups for children in County Donegal with type 1 
diabetes, in view of the departure of a person (details supplied); his views on requests for a new 
paediatrician specialising in diabetes to be based at Letterkenny Hospital in the future; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [19472/17]

02/05/2017WRXX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRXX01350HSE Agency Staff Data

02/05/2017WRXX01400876. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of new managerial 
staff appointed in the HSE in 2015, 2016 and to date in 2017; the overall increase in manage-
rial staff compared with the percentage increase in staff for hospital consultants, non consultant 
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hospital doctors, nursing staff and medical staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19483/17]

02/05/2017WRXX01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

02/05/2017WRXX01550Health Services Staff

02/05/2017WRXX01600877. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of physiotherapists 
available in a location (details supplied) in each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017; 
his plans to reinstate the level of services available in the location to its normal staffing levels; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19484/17]

02/05/2017WRXX01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRXX01750Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRXX01800878. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect to be called for an operation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19485/17]

02/05/2017WRXX01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRXX01950Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRXX02000879. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health if it is now mandatory for the 
next-of-kin of adults with special needs resident in HSE institutions who have managed their 
personal finances over the years to hand over the management of these finances to the HSE 
service providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19493/17]

02/05/2017WRXX02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The particu-
lar issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE).  Ac-
cordingly I have arranged for the Deputy’s question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply 
to the Deputy.
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02/05/2017WRXX02150Long-Term Illness Scheme

02/05/2017WRXX02200880. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the range of food products 
available through the reimbursement scheme will be expanded for sufferers of PKU and BH4; 
the status of engagements he may have had with concerned parties; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19498/17]

02/05/2017WRXX02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Phenylketonuria (PKU) is a debilitating 
lifelong condition, in which people must maintain an extremely low protein diet.  In Ireland, a 
national programme, Diet for Life, is in place for lifetime management of the condition and it 
provides continuous individual monitoring and assessment of patients.  

People with PKU in Ireland can get essential clinical nutritional products and low protein 
foodstuffs free of charge, under the Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme.  About €5 million worth 
of these products are provided annually under the LTI Scheme. 

For a product to be supplied on the community drugs schemes, the supplier must apply to 
the HSE for reimbursement approval and the product must meet published criteria.  In Novem-
ber 2016, the HSE published revised guidelines on applications for reimbursement of non-drug 
items, including clinical nutritional and other products for people with PKU.  

A number of reimbursement applications have been made under the new guidelines.  The 
HSE has assessed these applications and will notify applicants in the coming weeks and it is 
hoped that this process will broaden the list of products available on the LTI Scheme.   

There is also a process for reimbursement of particular items for individuals, if required.  
The HSE has, in the past, made exceptional arrangements, on an individual basis, taking into 
account the price constraints outlined.  

New products have come to market elsewhere in recent years and suppliers need to increase 
the range and availability of their products in Ireland also, so that Irish patients can have a much 
better choice and variety of food.  The next opportunity for suppliers to seek reimbursement is 
expected to be later this year.

02/05/2017WRXX02350Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/05/2017WRXX02400881. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health his views on the clinical ef-
fectiveness of the drug respreeza; and if he will now include respreeza for reimbursement.  
[19504/17]

02/05/2017WRXX02500963. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will review all the evi-
dence in relation to alpha-1 respreeza and enter into meaningful discussions with a company 
(details supplied) to find a solution to make respreeza available for persons as soon as possible; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19850/17]

02/05/2017WRXX02600964. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with a com-
pany (details supplied) with a view to lifting the 31 May 2017 deadline for providing alpha-1 
respreeeza therapy to the 21 persons currently on respreeza in order to allow discussions take 
place in a favourable environment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19851/17]

02/05/2017WRXX02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 881, 963 
and 964 together.
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Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory 
responsibility for the administration of the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has 
been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRXX02750Health Screening Programmes

02/05/2017WRXX02800882. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given 
to blood screening for severe and potentially fatal allergic reactions to a drug (details supplied).  
[19505/17]

02/05/2017WRXX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are no plans to introduce blood screen-
ing for severe allergic reactions to the chemotherapy drug Taxol (paclitaxel). 

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is the competent authority for the regu-
lation of medicines in Ireland.  The HPRA highlights the fact that all medicines have some risks 
and a small number of people may develop side effects (also known as adverse reactions).  The 
clinician treating the patient balances the risks associated with a medicine in the context of the 
overall benefit of the medicine to the health of the patient and the condition being treated. 

Virtually all chemotherapeutic agents have the potential to initiate infusion or allergic reac-
tions.  Premedication can help to prevent and/or reduce the severity of infusion reactions, par-
ticularly infusion reactions.  Generally, testing patients for allergy prior to receiving a chemo-
therapy is of limited value because the positive and negative predictive values are not known.  
Therefore, not all patients with positive results to these tests will develop reactions.  Patients 
must be monitored closely both during and immediately after all chemotherapy infusions.  Ad-
ditional risk minimisation measures have been introduced to diminish the incidence and sever-
ity of infusion reactions (for example, prolonging the drug infusion, premedication, and anti-
histamines and glucocorticoids), and these measures have reduced the rate of severe reactions.

The packaging of all medicines placed on the market must include a Summary of Prod-
uct Characteristics (SmPC) leaflet, which sets out detailed product information intended for 
healthcare professionals.  This information is regularly updated as new data becomes available 
through various sources of post-marketing experience, including further studies, literature re-
views, and evaluation of adverse reaction data.  Section 4.2 of the Taxol SmPC provides detailed 
information on the premedication schedules and method and durations of administration which 
should be followed.  It is advised in the SmPC that this chemotherapy should be administered 
under the supervision of a physician experienced in the use of cancer chemotherapeutic agents, 
and that appropriate supportive equipment should be available as hypersensitivity reactions are 
known to occur.  The National Cancer Control Programme’s published protocol on paclitaxel 
as monotherapy for breast and ovarian cancer states that facilities to treat anaphylaxis must be 
present when the drug is administered. 

All medicines are also supplied with a packaging leaflet intended for the information of the 
patient/consumer.  Product labels and package leaflets play an essential part in the safe and ef-
fective use of the medicine by both patient and healthcare professionals.

The HPRA, in conjunction with European counterparts, continues to review the safety of 
authorised medicines and takes appropriate regulatory action when necessary.

02/05/2017WRXX02950Services for People with Disabilities
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02/05/2017WRXX03000883. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment 
of need for a person (details supplied); the services which can be provided to the person in the 
intervening period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19506/17]

02/05/2017WRXX03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRXX03150Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRXX03200884. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical card ap-
plication by a person (details suppled).  [19513/17]

02/05/2017WRXX03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas members.

02/05/2017WRXX03350Health and Social Care Professionals Registration Fee

02/05/2017WRXX03400885. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will review the criteria 
laid down for registration with a body in view of the costs to persons who have studied over-
seas, at enormous costs to their families, and who wish to return here to work, with a view to 
reducing the costs involved for such students (details supplied).  [19514/17]

02/05/2017WRXX03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The fee of €410 referred to by the Deputy 
is the application fee for recognition of non-Irish professional qualifications.  Applications are 
assessed under Directive 2005/36/EC which applies to all EEA nationals wishing to practise 
a regulated profession in an EEA Member State other than that in which they obtained their 
professional qualifications.  Its intention is to make it easier for certain professionals to prac-
tise their professions in European countries other than the one in which the qualification was 
obtained.  

In the case of the health and social care professions falling under the remit of CORU, the 
Directive provides for an assessment on a case-by-case basis of the qualifications/professional 
training/post-qualification professional experience of an applicant against the qualifications re-
quired to practise in the host Member State (i.e. Ireland).  Due to the case-by-case nature of the 
assessment and the need to examine an applicant’s individual professional experience, it is a 
time-consuming and administratively burdensome process.

Regulation 89 of S.I. No. 8 of 2017 which transposes the Directive into Irish law, provides 
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for the charging of fees by a competent authority for the application process once, interalia, 
such fees do not exceed the real cost of the service provided.  As each Registration Board at 
CORU has been designated competent authority for its profession under S.I. No. 8 of 2017, it is 
a matter for CORU to set its own fee for qualification recognition having regard to Regulation 
89.  I am advised by CORU that the fee, which is in line with that charged by other competent 
authorities, has been set at €410 since the opening of its first register - the register for Social 
Workers - on 31 May 2011.

The detailed assessment process provided for under the Directive necessitates the submis-
sion of documents verifying the applicant’s identity, formal training, qualifications awarded, 
eligibility to practise and post-qualification professional experience.  As these are important 
documents, CORU does not accept originals; it asks applicants to provide photocopies which 
have been certified by a solicitor/lawyer to be true copies of the originals.  The submission of 
certified copies of documents is provided for in the Directive.  While it is appreciated that this 
imposes additional costs on applicants, CORU must be confident that decisions on applications 
are based on appropriately certified documentation.  

02/05/2017WRXX03550Health Services

02/05/2017WRXX03600886. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review the issues re-
garding services as raised in correspondence (details supplied); his plans to enhance these par-
ticular services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19516/17]

02/05/2017WRXX03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to  the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRXX03750Hospital Appointments Administration

02/05/2017WRXX03800887. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an urgent appointment can 
be arranged for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19517/17]

02/05/2017WRXX03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRYY00200Respite Care Services Provision

02/05/2017WRYY00300888. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if additional respite care weeks 
will be allocated to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [19520/17]

02/05/2017WRYY00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
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service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRYY00500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/05/2017WRYY00600889. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health when the sanctioning of fund-
ing for supports for a person (details supplied) will be approved; and the allocation and timing 
of funding for these supports. [19554/17]

02/05/2017WRYY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRYY00800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/05/2017WRYY00900890. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the criteria used to determine 
priority sanctioning of supports (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19555/17]

02/05/2017WRYY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 891 withdrawn.

02/05/2017WRYY01200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/05/2017WRYY01300892. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will make funding avail-
able for the provision of prosthetic limbs; and if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a 
person (details supplied) awaiting prosthetic limbs must wait until sufficient funding has been 
provided. [19568/17]

02/05/2017WRYY01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRYY01500Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRYY01600893. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the status of a referral for a per-
son (details supplied) for ophthalmic surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19571/17]

02/05/2017WRYY01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2000 day cases will be managed through this 
process and outsourcing of treatment has commenced.  The focus of this initiative will be those 
lists with large numbers of long waiting patients including Ophthalmology.

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 



Questions - Written Answers

578

List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
These plans are currently being finalised and I expect to approve and publish them imminently. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRYY01800Disability Services Funding

02/05/2017WRYY01900894. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the amount of disability capital 
programme funding which was allocated to County Louth in 2016; if funding is to be allocated 
in 2017; and the agency or agencies to which this funding has been allocated. [19572/17]

02/05/2017WRYY02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRYY02100Health Services Funding

02/05/2017WRYY02200895. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the procedure for accessing and 
allocating service reform funding; and if funding from this source has been requested or allo-
cated to organisations in County Louth. [19573/17]

02/05/2017WRYY02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): In 2015, a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Atlantic Philanthropies (At-
lantic), the Department of Health (DoH), the Health Service Executive (HSE) Social Care and 
Mental Health Directorates and Genio on the establishment and operation of the Service Re-
form Fund (SRF).

The SRF will support the implementation of reforms in the Disability and Mental Health 
Services by providing funding to meet the costs of migration to a person-centred model of ser-
vices and supports.

An Oversight Group comprising of the DoH, Atlantic Philanthropies, the HSE and Genio is 
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responsible for sign-off on final allocations including overhead costs and service funding.  An 
Implementation Group comprising the delivery partners - Genio, HSE Social Care and HSE 
Mental Health co-ordinates on specific agreed priority actions and advises on implementation 
issues as they arise.

As the HSE is the fiscal agent for the SRF, I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the 
Deputy in respect of the particular issues he has raised in relation to the allocation of SRF fund-
ing to date.

02/05/2017WRYY02400Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRYY02500896. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of the 200 emergency 
residential places provided as part of the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2016-2017 that were 
delivered; if any were located in County Louth; and if not, the reason therefore. [19574/17]

02/05/2017WRYY02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRYY02700Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRYY02800897. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if the residential care executive 
management committee for CHO 8 has been established. [19575/17]

02/05/2017WRYY02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRYY03000Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRYY03100898. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 356 of 28 March 2017, if there are no properties located north of Dromiskin, County Louth 
currently housing persons with disabilities in line with the decongregation policy; and if so, the 
reason therefore. [19576/17]

02/05/2017WRYY03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the HSE 
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is responsible for leading out on the recommendations on “Time to Move on from Congregated 
Settings - A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, I have arranged for the Deputy’s question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRYY03300Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRYY03400899. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will begin availing of day services at a location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19587/17]

02/05/2017WRYY03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRYY03600Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRYY03700900. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied). [19594/17]

02/05/2017WRYY03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

02/05/2017WRYY03900Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRYY04000901. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19604/17]

02/05/2017WRYY04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
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scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRYY04200Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRYY04300902. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical card applica-
tion for persons (details supplied). [19605/17]

02/05/2017WRYY04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas members.

02/05/2017WRYY04500Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRYY04600903. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical card ap-
plication for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19606/17]

02/05/2017WRYY04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas members.

02/05/2017WRYY04800Chaplaincy Services Provision

02/05/2017WRYY04900904. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider extending 
the availability of chaplaincy services and support services to the existing chaplains at South 
Tipperary General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19607/17]

02/05/2017WRYY05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRYY05100Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRYY05200905. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19608/17]
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02/05/2017WRYY05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRYY05400Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRYY05500906. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19611/17]

02/05/2017WRYY05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRYY05700Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRYY05800907. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19612/17]

02/05/2017WRYY05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
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to you directly.

02/05/2017WRYY06000Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRYY06100908. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address issues 
the sufferers of myalgic encephalomyelitis wish to raise and implement with a working group 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19614/17]

02/05/2017WRYY06200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ00200Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ00300909. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19616/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ00500Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ00600910. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19617/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ00800Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ00900911. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19618/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ01100Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ01200912. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19619/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.
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02/05/2017WRZZ01400Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ01500913. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19620/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ01700Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ01800914. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19621/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ02000Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ02100915. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19622/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ02300Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ02400916. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of dental appoint-
ments for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19623/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ02600Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ02700917. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental ap-
pointment for a person (details supplied). [19624/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for reply to the Deputy. 

02/05/2017WRZZ02900Dental Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ03000918. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if dental care for a person 
(details supplied) is covered by the medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19625/17]
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02/05/2017WRZZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for reply to the Deputy. 

02/05/2017WRZZ03200Hospital Staff Data

02/05/2017WRZZ03300919. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons employed at 
management level by grade in tabular form in University Hospital Kerry. [19628/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRZZ03500Primary Care Centres Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ03600920. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has carried out the 
environment assessment and the planning assessment for the proposed health centre on Inish-
bofin Island in order that the work can proceed to the next phase of the provision of the health 
centre; if not, when this phase of the work will be completed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19639/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRZZ03800Ambulance Service Funding

02/05/2017WRZZ03900921. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the total amount of funds that the 
HSE paid to private ambulance service providers to provide interhospital patient transport ser-
vices in each of the years 2013 to 2016 respectively. [19643/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRZZ04100Health Services

02/05/2017WRZZ04200922. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of intermediate care 
vehicles currently in service in County Mayo; and the hours of operation of each. [19644/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRZZ04400Respite Care Services

02/05/2017WRZZ04500923. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns 
regarding respite care in County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19657/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
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empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRZZ04700Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRZZ04800924. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19658/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRZZ05000Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ05100925. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be 
made regarding an independent review of scoliosis services in view of a commitment to a group 
(details supplied) on 29 March 2017 that this decision would be made and communicated to the 
group; the reason the draft document titled action plan on scoliosis does not mention persons 
under 14 years of age on waiting lists; the reason the action plan is based solely on the day case 
inpatient list and not on all three categories, preplanned and pre-admit; if all of the stakeholders 
were consulted on the plan; the number of times the co-design board has met since being ap-
pointed in October 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19660/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In order to reduce the numbers of long-
waiting patients for scoliosis surgery, I asked the HSE to develop an action plan for 2017.  The 
plan has been finalised and I intend to publish it shortly.  Every patient, including children under 
the age of 14, who needs to be treated in 2017 has been considered and is included in the plan.  

I have asked officials in my Department to consider the matter of an Independent clinical 
review of scoliosis services.  The scoliosis co-design group which will provide an important 
and useful forum in which to address issues relating to the services currently provided, held its 
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first meeting on the 25th April at which, inter alia, it agreed its terms of reference and schedule 
of meetings.

02/05/2017WRZZ05300Hospital Services

02/05/2017WRZZ05400926. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reasons persons who are 
deemed to be urgent cases attending the urology department of University Hospital Waterford 
are being told that they will not be seen for 65 months; the steps he is taking to resolve waiting 
times; the number of persons on this list that have been deemed urgent; the number in other 
categories; and if he will review the case of a person (details supplied) [19662/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the queries raised, as this is a 
service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRZZ05600Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRZZ05700927. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment 
for a person (details supplied). [19663/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRZZ05900Home Help Service Provision

02/05/2017WRZZ06000928. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if home help devices will be 
provided for a person (details supplied); and if the occupational therapist will inspect the house. 
[19666/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRZZ06200Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRZZ06300929. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of a heart opera-
tion for a person (details supplied). [19667/17]

02/05/2017WRZZ06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

02/05/2017WRAAAA00200Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRAAAA00300930. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of a scan for a 
person (details supplied); if an operation is required; if so, when this will be carried out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19669/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRAAAA00500Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRAAAA00600931. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason facilities (details 
supplied) in Clonmel and Grange, County Tipperary, are only operating on a part-time basis; 
if these facilities will be supported to allow them open full time to provide improved respite 
services to families of children with special needs; the estimated costs associated with operating 
these houses as opposed to the costs of full-time residential care; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19680/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRAAAA00800Electronic Health Records

02/05/2017WRAAAA00900932. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if a person’s medical 
records are secure with the expansion of the ehealth system; if it is possible to opt out of the 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19685/17]
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02/05/2017WRAAAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The importance of, and the opportunity for, 
eHealth or digital health to support health care reform and the delivery of a modern health care 
system has been recognised for quite some time.  In 2013, the Government approved and pub-
lished a strategy for developing eHealth capability in the Irish health system called the eHealth 
strategy for Ireland, 2013.  This strategy sets out a number of objectives and a road map for the 
delivery and implementation of eHealth for the benefit of patients.  One of the recommenda-
tions in the strategy was the development of a system of unique identifiers for patients to under-
pin patient safety and efficiency.

The Health Identifiers Act 2014 gives the legal basis for the development and the deploy-
ment of health identifiers that will cover individual patients, and health care providers and pro-
fessionals in the health service.  The development and implementation of a system of unique 
patient identification for our health service is a major task and was recommended by the Health 
Information and Quality Authority and the Commission on Patient Safety and Quality Assur-
ance in 2008.  Each patient will be assigned a unique identifier when they engage with the 
health system for the purposes of better patient care and safety both of which are of paramount 
importance.  A privacy impact assessment (PIA) has been conducted and a public consultation 
exercise undertaken as part of the preparation for the implementation.  There has also been en-
gagement with the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner in relation to the deployment.  
It should be noted that the Individual Health Identifier is only a number and is, of itself, not a 
medical record.  Therefore the opt out from the number itself is not feasible and should not be 
confused with a patients right regarding the use of their medical information.  In that regard, it 
is important to bear in mind that the Health Identifiers Act 2014 did not change in any way the 
law, including data protection law, in relation to the statutory rights of patients regarding their 
medical records or the obligations that data controllers have for patients’ personal health data.  
Furthermore, patients are entitled to discuss with their health care provider what happens with 
their health data.  It is important to point out that the roll out of a system of health identifiers 
for patients, has no linkage with any eligibility for any type of health service or benefit.  It is 
primarily a patient safety initiative and a fundamental building block for eHealth and ICT de-
velopments into the future. 

The delivery of digital health care services and the roll out of an electronic health record 
(EHR) will need to be underpinned by a robust legal framework to ensure confidentiality and 
security of patient data consistent with the new EU general data protection regulation, Regu-
lation (EU) 2016/679.  The new EU regulations (General Data Protection Regulation) will, 
from May 2018, regulate the collecting, use, keeping and disclosing of personal data, including 
the purposes for which it is collected and used.  The GDPR provides a timely opportunity to 
examine how public confidence in the way the health system handles personal health data can 
be enhanced and that will involve consideration of a range of matters, including consent and 
the related idea of opt-out.

Accordingly, my Department is currently examining the appropriate information frame-
work that will provide the optimum environment to support patient safety and allow for digital 
deployment of information systems into the future.  The health care delivery system requires a 
robust information governance environment to ensure the right information about the right pa-
tient is available securely, in the right place and at the right time.  The confidentiality of health 
data and the right of citizens to privacy must always be respected while at the same time be bal-
anced against the health needs of the individual and the use of health data for the greater good 
of society.  These are complex and demanding issues which must be addressed in the context 
of the Health Information and Patient Safety Bill, national and health sector implementation of 
the new General Data Protection Regulation and existing health legislation including the Health 
Identifiers Act 2014.
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02/05/2017WRAAAA01100Medical Card Eligibility

02/05/2017WRAAAA01200933. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to restore the for-
mer gross income limits for the over 70s medical card (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19688/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

02/05/2017WRAAAA01400Hospital Services

02/05/2017WRAAAA01500934. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the record num-
ber of persons left on trolleys in view of the fact that the €40 million winter initiative was not 
effective in addressing the issue; if one of the central focuses of his plan will be acquiring ad-
ditional nursing staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19690/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the start of 2017 there have been ap-
proximately 5% less patients waiting on trolleys nationally compared to the same period last 
year. 

As the Deputy will be aware,  in September the HSE launched  its ‘Winter Initiative Plan 
2016-2017’ which provided €40 million of additional funding for winter preparedness.  This 
Initiative was developed to manage the expected winter surge in demand for hospital care in an 
integrated way across Primary, Acute and Social Care. 

A significant focus of the Winter Initiative was on reducing delayed discharges in acute 
hospitals through the funding and provision of additional homecare packages, home help hours 
and transitional care beds.  Delayed discharges reduced from 638 in September 2016 to a low 
of 434 at the end of December and were maintained below 500 from mid-December through to 
end February.  This had a positive impact on ED overcrowding and trolley numbers, in freeing 
up beds for use by patients awaiting admission to hospital. 

My Department and the HSE  fully recognise the importance of recruiting and retaining 
nurses within the public health system to deliver services.  There is now a commitment to in-
crease the nursing and midwifery workforce in 2017 with 1,208 additional permanent posts, 
along with 130 additional undergraduate places available in 2017.  There will also be the offer 
of full-time contracts to all graduating nurses.  Furthermore, commitments have also been made 
in relation to the provision of  maternity leave cover and  a career break scheme, along with 
improved educational opportunities and career pathways. 

I can assure the Deputy that there continues to be a very strong focus on reducing ED over-
crowding.  My Department and the HSE are currently engaged in a process to commence winter 
planning for next year and to achieve an improvement trajectory in ED performance.

02/05/2017WRAAAA01700Disability Services Funding

02/05/2017WRAAAA01800935. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if grants are available for home gym 
equipment for persons with Down’s syndrome; if not, if he will consider creating such a pro-
gramme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19693/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
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My Department does not operate any scheme providing grants of the type referred to by the 
Deputy and there are no plans to introduce such a scheme.

02/05/2017WRAAAA02000Hospital Services

02/05/2017WRAAAA02100936. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if he will consider implementing a 
time maximum at which hospitals must release a body to relatives for burial; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19698/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRAAAA02300Hospitals Data

02/05/2017WRAAAA02400937. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who had their 
pre-scheduled operations at Cork University Hospital cancelled over the Easter weekend; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19699/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRAAAA02600Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRAAAA02700938. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE has neglected to 
offer paediatric heart transplant services (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19700/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Irish paediatric patients travel to the UK 
for heart, liver and lung transplants, while kidney transplants are carried out in the Children’s 
University Hospital, Temple Street.  In the case of paediatric heart transplants, only around 5 to 
6 cases arise in Ireland each year and the current policy reflects this low level of activity. 

The possibility of heart transplants for paediatric patients being undertaken at Our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital, Crumlin has been raised recently.  This suggestion has not been considered 
in detail at this time.  If any change was to be pursued, it would take a considerable time to 
implement.

02/05/2017WRAAAA02900Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/05/2017WRAAAA03000939. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health when the HSE decided not to 
reimburse persons for a drug (details supplied); when the HSE informed the company of this 
decision by letter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19715/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.



Questions - Written Answers

592

02/05/2017WRAAAA03200Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRAAAA03300940. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will be moved to a rehabilitation facility in order to begin their rehabilitation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19760/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRAAAA03500National Maternity Hospital

02/05/2017WRAAAA03600941. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his views on the ownership 
of the National Maternity Hospital; his further views on whether it should be retained in State 
ownership and control; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19766/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA03700942. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if his Department has been 
in communication with the National Maternity Hospital regarding changing the charter of the 
hospital. [19767/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA03800943. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 630 of 11 April 2017, his views on changing the current composition of the National 
Maternity Hospital governance structures in order that there is no ex-officio religious represen-
tation. [19768/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA03900945. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the reason for awarding 
the new maternity hospital to a group (details supplied); the ownership and governance struc-
ture of this group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19782/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA04000952. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his rationale for giving the 
new maternity hospital to a religious congregation; and the way in which the public interest will 
be entirely protected in view of the fact that the independence of the new maternity hospital at 
St. Vincent’s will be copper fastened by reserved powers and a golden share held by the Minis-
ter for Health of the day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19815/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA04100984. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if procedures not in line with 
Roman Catholic teaching will not be prevented or hampered in any way at the National Mater-
nity Hospital in view of the new relationship with a group (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19968/17]

02/05/2017WRAAAA04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 941 to 943, 
inclusive, 945, 952 and 984 together.

Following extensive mediation discussions, agreement was reached late last year between 
the St.Vincent’s Healthcare Group (SVHG) and the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) on the 
relocation of the NMH to the Elm Park campus.  The terms of the agreement, which has now 
been published, provides for the establishment of a new company - “The National Maternity 
Hospital at Elm Park DAC (limited by shares)”.  

The new company will have clinical and operational, as well as financial and budgetary 
independence in the provision of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services.  This inde-
pendence will be assured by the reserved powers which are set out in the agreement and will 
be copperfastened by the golden share which will be held by the Minister for Health of the 
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day.  These reserved powers can only be amended with the unanimous written approval of the 
Directors and with the approval of the Minister for Health.  The Board of the new NMH will 
comprise nine directors; four nominated by SVHG, four by NMH, including the Master, and 
one will be an international expert in obstetrics and gynaecology.  Two of the NMH Directors 
will also sit on the SVHG Board. 

The agreement ensures that a full range of health services will be available at the NMH at 
Elm Park without religious, ethnic or other distinction.  In that regard, I welcome the confirma-
tion by the Board of SVHG that any medical procedure, which is in accordance with the laws 
of this State, will be carried out at the new hospital.

I should also acknowledge that the SVHG is making valuable land available, at no cost to 
the State, to facilitate the new NMH.  In doing so, they have foregone the opportunity to put 
this land to alternative use. 

As set out in the agreement, the establishment of the new company will necessitate an 
amendment of the NMH Charter; however as we are still in the very early stages, my Depart-
ment has not yet been in communication with the NMH in relation to this issue.

Now that the planning application for the development has been submitted we must now 
turn our focus to the legal mechanisms necessary to operationalise the agreement.  The hospital 
will be publicly funded, built on lands in the ownership of the SVHG and operated by the new 
company.  Over the next few weeks I will meet with both hospitals and will consider further 
the legal mechanisms necessary to absolutely protect the State’s considerable investment in the 
hospital, including the issue of ownership of the new facility.  Prior to the HSE entering into 
any construction contract, I will formally sanction the necessary arrangements to ensure that the 
facilities are legally secured on an on-going basis for the delivery of publicly funded maternity, 
gynaecology and neonatal services commitments.  I should add that over the years we have 
made very significant capital investment in voluntary hospitals, and no issues have ever arisen 
in relation to same.  I therefore do not foresee any difficulty in this regard. 

I intend to report to Government on this project at the end of May. At that stage I expect to 
have further details on the legal and other arrangements envisaged and will make this informa-
tion available publicly.  This will allow for the necessary clarity well in advance of contractual 
or other commitments being entered into in respect of this project.

Finally, I would like reaffirm my commitment to this hugely important project. The facili-
ties at Holles St are no longer fit for purpose.  It is also acknowledged that for optimal clinical 
outcomes, maternity services should be co-located with adult acute services.  I look forward to 
working with all stakeholders to deliver the new National Maternity Hospital which is so badly 
needed to provide women and infants with modern healthcare facilities.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00150HIQA Investigations

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00200944. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of an investiga-
tion into the death of a person (details supplied); if correspondence sent to HIQA by a person 
(details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19775/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Health 
Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) is the statutory independent regulator for the nurs-
ing home sector and this responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive quality framework 
comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and National Quality 
Standards.
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Nursing homes are monitored and inspected to ensure that they meet the requirements set 
out by the Health Act 2007, and by the regulations and national standards.  As a regulator HIQA 
has no formal legal role in examining individual complaints, however, the Authority welcomes 
information about designated centres for dependent persons.  If there is a serious risk to the 
health and welfare of persons accessing the service, HIQA may decide to take appropriate ac-
tion.

While HIQA does not comment on individual concerns I can advise the Deputy that all per-
sons who contact HIQA with a concern are advised to contact the service provider in the first in-
stance. The provider is required under the Health Act 2007 to have a clear complaints procedure 
in place. Concerns can also be addressed to the HSE’s Your Service Your Say, the HSE National 
Information Line, the Office of the Ombudsman or a HSE Safeguarding and Protection Team, 
as appropriate. Further information on how to make a complaint or give feedback about health 
and social care services in Ireland can be found on www.healthcomplaints.ie.

Question No. 945 answered with Question No. 941.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00450Vaccination Programme Data

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00500946. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for the up-
take of the winter flu vaccine among front line Health Service Executive, HSE, staff; the num-
ber of front-line HSE staff that availed of the vaccine in the past three years for which figures 
are available; the way these compare with targets; the way in which uptake is promoted among 
staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19786/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HPSC collects data on uptake among 
Healthcare Workers working in hospitals and long term care facilities annually using web-based 
surveys sent to each facility. The reports are distributed back to each facility and hospital and 
HSE management and placed on the HPSC website http://www.hpsc.ie/A-Z/Respiratory/Influ-
enza/SeasonalInfluenza/Vaccination/

In Q1 2017, the target for influenza vaccine uptake among Healthcare Workers has been set 
at 40% by the HSE.  Although some hospitals and long term care facilities have met the target 
of 40% uptake, the national average % uptake is below the target, although substantial improve-
ments have been noted in the past three influenza seasons, rising form 21.3% to 30.8%. 

The number of Healthcare Workers availing of influenza vaccine for the past three years 
(note provisional data for 2016-2017 season) is laid out in the following table. 

Column 1 2016-2017* 2015-2016 2014-2015
Hospitals No. hospitals 

participating 
each season 

50 50 45

No. HCWs 
reported vacci-
nated in partici-
pating hospitals 

19523 14833 12006

No. eligible 
for vaccination 
in responding 
hospitals  

63445 59205 51324
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Column 1 2016-2017* 2015-2016 2014-2015
Seasonal aver-
age % uptake 

30.8* 22.5 21.3

Long term 
care facilities 
(LTCFs)  

No. LTCFs 
participating per 
season 

85 101 91

No. HCWs 
reported vacci-
nated in partici-
pating LTCFs

2985 2420 2739

No. HCWs 
reported eligible 
for vaccination 
in responding 
LTCFs

11013 9355 10658

Seasonal aver-
age % uptake 

27.1* 26.6 28.1

*2016-2017 season – provisional data mid season (updates as of April 2017)

The National Immunisation Office has developed communication and training materials 
and provided education sessions for Healthcare Workers both locally and nationally. The up-
dated website includes frequently asked questions for Healthcare Workers.  Throughout the 
winter season, the National Immunisation Office staff answered queries relating to flu vaccina-
tion. Pens and bags were provided as incentives to local areas to encourage Healthcare Workers 
uptake. Local Departments of Public Health supported and lead local initiatives, including work 
on the peer vaccination programmes.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00650Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00700947. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce regu-
lations to oversee the provision of hearing aids; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19789/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE advises that hearing aids supplied 
in the public audiology service conform to the highest international standards and are procured 
using an international procurement process. The HSE Integrated Audiology Programme set up 
a working group of key stakeholders in 2015, with the aim of assessing the standards that were 
applied to the fitting of medical devices (i.e. hearing aids) within Ireland. The group has drawn 
on various good practices that are applied across Audiology and Hearing Aid Audiology and are 
currently in the final stages of producing a best practice guide to ensure a code of practice for 
the profession (both public and private) for use within Ireland.

The sale of medical devices, including hearing aids, within the European Union is regulated 
by EU legislation. All medical devices placed on the market undergo a conformity assessment 
to confirm that they meet specified safety and performance requirements.  Once a medical de-
vice is CE marked and is not subject to prescription control it may be sold on the EU market 
without restriction.There are new distributor requirements that will come into effect with the 
application of the new EU medical devices regulations which will broaden the scope of the cur-
rent regulatory framework to address obligations of all economic operators.
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The profession of audiologist is not included in the 14 professions currently designated 
under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005.  The Act provides that the Minister 
for Health may, following a consultation process and with the approval of the Houses of the 
Oireachtas, make regulations designating a health or social care profession not already desig-
nated if the Minister considers it in the public interest to do so and if certain specified criteria 
have been met.

My Department is proposing, towards the end of this year or early next year, when all regis-
tration boards have been established, to ask  CORU - the Health and Social Care Professionals 
Council to undertake a risk assessment, in terms of public protection, of the principal health 
and social care professions seeking designation under the Act and to make recommendations 
concerning options for their possible future regulation. The question of designating the profes-
sions of audiologist will be considered as part of that process.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00850General Medical Services Scheme Administration

02/05/2017WRBBBBB00900948. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to the 
approval of a drug (details supplied) under the general medicinal services and the drugs pay-
ment schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19793/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01050Hospital Procedures

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01100949. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19799/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01250Medicinal Products Licensing

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01300950. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the action he proposes to 
take to ensure that cannabis for medicinal use is available via prescription to persons suffering 
from chronic pain in which there is significant medical evidence of the positive effects of such 
intervention; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19808/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 10 February I published the HPRA’s Re-
port ‘Cannabis for Medicinal Use – A Scientific Review’, and announced the establishment of 
an access programme for cannabis-based treatments, to be provided for patients under the care 
of a medical consultant, for the following conditions: 
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- spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis resistant to all standard therapies and interven-
tions; 

- intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy, despite the use of standard 
anti-emetic regimes; and

- severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy that has failed to respond to standard an-
ticonvulsant medications. 

The HPRA Report did not recommend the inclusion of chronic pain in the access pro-
gramme. 

Notwithstanding this, and as I have outlined previously, there is no legal impediment pre-
venting an Irish registered consultant from prescribing cannabis products containing THC for 
a patient with chronic pain, or other serious medical conditions, where the proposed course of 
treatment has been endorsed by a consultant who is responsible for the management of that pa-
tient and is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment over time. In such circumstances the 
prescriber would need to apply to my Department for a licence under the Misuse of Drugs Acts. 

Ultimately the decision on the appropriate course of treatment for any patient is a matter for 
the clinician treating the patient and a Minister for Health has no role in the clinical decision 
making process.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01450Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01500951. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be able to gain access to the early intervention team services beyond summer 2017 in view 
of the delays they have experienced in starting treatment.  [19813/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 952 answered with Question No. 941.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01750Health Services

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01800953. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the reason no financial support 
is being made available to an organisation (details supplied) when other similar services in 
County Tipperary are fully funded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19816/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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02/05/2017WRBBBBB01950Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02000954. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when persons (details supplied) 
will receive a decision on a medical card application.  [19820/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02150Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02200955. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a decision on a medical card application.  [19821/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02350Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02400956. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a decision on a medical card application.  [19822/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02550Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02600957. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when persons (details supplied) 
will receive a decision on a medical card application.  [19823/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
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cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02750Hospital Services

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02800958. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when his department will provide 
the required additional staff for the diabetic unit in Portlaoise hospital.  [19833/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRBBBBB02950Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRBBBBB03000959. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time for 
admission to the National Rehabilitation Hospital for each of the past five years, in tabular 
form; the number of persons on the waiting list at year end for each of the past five years; the 
number of persons currently awaiting admission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19838/17]

02/05/2017WRBBBBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCCCC00150Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRCCCC00200960. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the work of the 
implementation group established on foot of the sexual health action plan for 2015-2016; the 
timeline it is working to; when he expects it will make a recommendation in relation to HIV 
pre-exposure prophylaxis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19841/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
As this is an operational matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRCCCC00350Health Action Plan

02/05/2017WRCCCC00400961. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the actions contained within the 
sexual health action plan for 2015–2016 which have been completed; the remaining actions to 
be completed; the reason for delay in completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19842/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
All of the priority actions which were identified for 2015 - 2016 have been progressed. Appro-
priate governance structures for implementation of the National Sexual Health Strategy have 
been established, including reconfiguring the HSE Crisis Pregnancy Programme as the HSE 
Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy Programme and the appointment of a Clinical Lead for 
Sexual Health. 
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The remaining actions are operational matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRCCCC00550Medical Conditions

02/05/2017WRCCCC00600962. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the Health 
Service Executive, HSE, to update its diagnostic and treatment procedures for persons suffering 
with myalgic encephalomyelitis, ME, to reflect best international practice; if he will address the 
current lack of specialist support within the health service for those suffering with ME; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19844/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Myalgic Encephalomyelitis (ME) is a condi-
tion that is associated with long term fatigue and other symptoms that may limit daily activi-
ties in individuals. It has been linked with infectious, genetic and biological causative factors. 
While there is no specific laboratory diagnosis of ME, clinical investigations are used to ex-
clude other conditions which could be responsible for symptoms. The management of ME does 
not relate to one specific medical specialty but may involve a number of specialties depending 
on the symptoms of individuals with the condition. This often involves diagnosis and treatment 
in acute hospitals as well as primary care. The focus is on treating individuals in hospitals when 
necessary but also important is the need to provide supports for the maintenance of health for 
people with the condition. 

In response to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.

Questions Nos. 963 and 964 answered with Question No. 881.

02/05/2017WRCCCC00850Medicinal Products Availability

02/05/2017WRCCCC00900965. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to review all 
the evidence relating to the drug Respreeza objectively and enter into meaningful discussions 
with a company (details supplied) in order to find a solution that will make Respreeza available 
for persons with alpha-1 anti-trypsin deficiency as soon as possible. [19852/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCCCC01050Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRCCCC01100966. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will be 
scheduled for a person (details supplied); the routine waiting list time to see persons for assess-
ment at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19854/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to both the queries raised, as they 
are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRCCCC01250Respite Care Services Provision
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02/05/2017WRCCCC01300967. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the number 
of respite beds in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19855/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply

02/05/2017WRCCCC01450Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRCCCC01500968. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when a project (details sup-
plied) will proceed to the next stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19856/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Question No. 969 answered with Question No. 816

02/05/2017WRCCCC01750HIQA Reports

02/05/2017WRCCCC01800970. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of HIQA 
reports into residential services for persons with disabilities, per county, which have found 
instances of non-compliance of regulations, in each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 
2017; if he will report on the follow up to these inspections; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [19908/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The particu-
lar issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE). Ac-
cordingly I have arranged for the Deputy’s question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCCCC01950Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRCCCC02000971. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for surgery will 
be scheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19922/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 
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02/05/2017WRCCCC02150Health Services

02/05/2017WRCCCC02200972. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify an issue (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19928/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRCCCC02350Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRCCCC02400973. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 215 of 9 March 2017, the details of the services that will be moved; the precise time-
frame; his plans to establish a minor injuries unit at University Hospital Galway to relieve 
chronic overcrowding in the emergency department; the expected timeframe for this; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [19935/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Galway University Hospitals (GUH) com-
prises University Hospital Galway (UHG) and Merlin Park University Hospital (MPUH). This 
administrative structure was established with a view to delivering a co-ordinated service across 
both sites.  

During my visit to UHG on 20 February, I invited the Saolta University Healthcare Group 
to develop a plan for both the UHG and Merlin Park sites which seeks to maximise the use of 
both hospital sites, while planning for necessary service expansion.

The Saolta University Healthcare Group advise that there are a number of future plans 
for the Merlin Park site at present. In general, further development of services on the site are 
planned, and the development control plan is currently being updated. Planning permission has 
been obtained for a Day Services/Endoscopy Unit as Phase 1 of the Hospital’s development 
plan. A proposal for a temporary unit housing two Theatres and a Day Unit is to be resubmitted 
for consideration by HSE at corporate level. 

Other services planned on the site include, the replacement of existing long stay elderly care 
residential units, the building of a Hospice Unit, the development of Intensive Care Rehabilita-
tion Unit, Mental Health Services. Finally, tenders are currently under evaluation for a Perma-
nent Ambulance Base and a new entrance to the site is planned. 

With regard to University Hospital Galway,  funding has been allocated to progress the de-
sign phase for a new ED. Winter Initiative and New Development funding was allocated to en-
able the opening of the new ward block at UHG. 28 beds in this facility are already operational, 
with the remaining wards to be opened sequentially during 2017. 

Any investment in individual hospitals, such as the development of an MIU at University 
Hospital Galway (UHG), must be considered within the overall acute hospital infrastructure 
programme and that of the Saolta University Healthcare Group. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRCCCC02550Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

02/05/2017WRCCCC02600974. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
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plied) having received compensation following the death of their spouse is not entitled to nurs-
ing home support under the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19936/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRCCCC02750Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRCCCC02800975. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19937/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRCCCC02950Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRCCCC03000976. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19938/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

02/05/2017WRCCCC03150Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRCCCC03200977. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a further appointment at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [19939/17]

02/05/2017WRCCCC03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/05/2017WRDD00200978. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case 
of a person (details supplied) who requires a wheelchair; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19940/17]

02/05/2017WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRDD00400979. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appointment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19945/17]

02/05/2017WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

Dental Services Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRDD00600980. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of children and ado-
lescents that have been waiting (details supplied) for initial referral for a full dental examination 
at a HSE clinic in County Wexford, in tabular form; the steps he will take to reduce the waiting 
list backlog; if reimbursing children for private dental routine examinations has been consid-
ered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19949/17]

02/05/2017WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for reply to the Deputy. 

Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRDD00800981. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal can have an appointment expedited; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19957/17]

02/05/2017WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

Maternity Services

02/05/2017WRDD01000982. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend the baby 
box scheme to all maternity hospitals; when the scheme will be available at South Tipperary 
General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19966/17]

02/05/2017WRDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to the pro-
gressive development of maternity services.  In 2016, Ireland’s first National Maternity Strat-
egy was published, as well as the HSE’s National Standards for Bereavement Care following 
Pregnancy Loss and Perinatal Death and HIQA’s National Standards for Safer Better Maternity 
Services.  These developments represent key building blocks to facilitate the provision of a high 
quality maternity service.  

€3 million development funding provided for maternity services in 2016 was allocated in 
line with the Strategy, and included funding for additional staff, including 100 midwives, the 
development of specialist bereavement teams and for the implementation of the Maternal and 
Newborn Clinical Management System.  Increased funding of €6.8m will be provided for ma-
ternity services in 2017 and this will allow for the continued implementation of the Strategy.  
In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

Assisted Human Reproduction

02/05/2017WRDD01200983. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19967/17]

02/05/2017WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In February 2016, the Health Research 
Board (HRB) was engaged to conduct a comprehensive review of international public funding 
models for assisted human reproduction (AHR). The HRB evidence review is now complete 
and was published simultaneously on the Department of Health’s and the HRB’s websites on 
Wednesday 15 March 2017. The HRB evidence review will be analysed by officials in my De-
partment in the context of considering policy options for a potential public funding model for 
AHR treatment. 

It should be noted that while IVF treatment is not currently provided by the Irish public 
health service, there is some support available in that patients who access IVF treatment pri-
vately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses 
scheme. In addition, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered 
under the High Tech Scheme administered by the HSE. Medicines covered by the High Tech 
Scheme must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and approved by the HSE ‘High Tech 
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Liaison Officers’. The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under the Medical 
Card or Drugs Payment Scheme.

Question No. 984 answered with Question No. 941

Suicide Prevention

02/05/2017WRDD01500985. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if he will consider implementing a 
suicide prevention program similar to a program in Detroit, USA (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19979/17]

02/05/2017WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Health Services Staff Training

02/05/2017WRDD01700986. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if nurses are required to undergo 
grief training; if so, the percentage of nurses that have undergone grief training; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19987/17]

02/05/2017WRDD01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to thank the Deputy for the matter 
raised.

Given that this is an operational matter, it is appropriate that it should be dealt with by the 
NMBI.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NMBI for attention and direct reply within 
10 working days.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

02/05/2017WRDD01900987. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health his plans to allow existing persons 
on the fair deal scheme to be able to move back to their own homes; when the plans will be 
implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19989/17]

02/05/2017WRDD02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme is a scheme of financial support towards the cost of long term residen-
tial care. Residents make a contribution  towards the cost of their care based on their means 
and the State pays the balance. In order to avail of support under the scheme a person must be 
assessed as needing long term residential care. However, Government policy is to support older 
people to remain in their own homes for as long as possible. 

In this regard, the Department of Health is currently engaged in a detailed process to de-
termine what type of home care scheme is best for Ireland, in relation to both regulation and 
funding. 

As an initial step in this process, the Department commissioned the Health Research Board 
to undertake an evidence review of the home care systems that are in place in four other Euro-
pean countries. This review was published on 11 April.  

The Review will help us to learn from the experiences of other jurisdictions and will inform 
the debate and future consideration of approaches to formal home care financing and regulation 
here in Ireland.
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Another important step in this process is a public consultation process which I will be 
launching at the end of May. The purpose of this consultation is to allow all those who have 
views on this topic to have their say, including older people themselves, their families, and 
healthcare workers.

Wards of Court

02/05/2017WRDD02100988. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of cases in which 
a HSE staff member is acting or has acted as a committee for a ward either in a residential set-
ting or in the community setting in the years 2015 and 2016 respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19991/17]

02/05/2017WRDD02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

National Maternity Hospital

02/05/2017WRDD02300989. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Health the availability of IVF, ster-
ilisation and abortion procedures allowed by law in the new National Maternity Hospital; and if 
this will be affected by the ownership structure of the hospital.  [19992/17]

02/05/2017WRDD02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following extensive mediation discussions, 
agreement was reached late last year between the St.Vincent’s Healthcare Group (SVHG) and 
the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) on the relocation of the NMH to the Elm Park campus.  
The terms of the agreement, which has now been published, provides for the establishment of 
a new company - “The National Maternity Hospital at Elm Park DAC (limited by shares)”.  

The new company will have clinical and operational, as well financial and budgetary inde-
pendence in the provision of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services.

This independence will be assured by the reserved powers which are set out in the agree-
ment and will be copperfastened by the golden share which will be held by the Minister for 
Health of the day.  These reserved powers can only be amended with the unanimous written 
approval of the Directors and with the approval of the Minister for Health.  The Board of the 
new NMH will comprise nine directors; four nominated by SVHG, four by NMH, including the 
Master, and one will be an international expert in obstetrics and gynaecology.  Two of the NMH 
Directors will also sit on the SVHG Board. 

The agreement ensures that a full range of health services will be available at the NMH at 
Elm Park without religious, ethnic or other distinction.  In that regard, I welcome the confirma-
tion by the Board of SVHG that any medical procedure, which is in accordance with the laws of 
this State, will be carried out at the new hospital.  In conclusion, I can confirm that the change 
in location of the NMH will not impact on the type of services provided.
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Primary Care Centres

02/05/2017WRDD02500990. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the services that will be avail-
able in the new primary care centre in Balbriggan; the services which will be directly provided 
by HSE staff, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19998/17]

02/05/2017WRDD02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

HSE Staff

02/05/2017WRDD02700991. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the HSE staff by grade that will 
be employed in the new primary care centre in Balbriggan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20001/17]

02/05/2017WRDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

General Practitioner Data

02/05/2017WRDD02900992. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of additional gen-
eral practitioners that will provide services in Balbriggan as part of the new primary care centre; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20002/17]

02/05/2017WRDD03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRDD03100993. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20008/17]

02/05/2017WRDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

Hospital Appointments Status
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02/05/2017WRDD03300994. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20010/17]

02/05/2017WRDD03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRDD03500995. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied).  [20011/17]

02/05/2017WRDD03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

02/05/2017WREEEEE00200Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WREEEEE00300996. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied); the person’s position on the waiting list; if the operation can be re-
ferred to another hospital in order that it can be completed sooner; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20014/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.
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02/05/2017WREEEEE00500Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WREEEEE00600997. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a hospital admission date can 
be arranged for a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [20016/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WREEEEE00800HSE Staff Remuneration

02/05/2017WREEEEE00900998. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the details of performance re-
lated bonus schemes in operation in the HSE; the numbers who have participated in each of the 
past 12 years and to date in 2017; the details of each payment; the criteria involved; the amounts 
paid out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20018/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

02/05/2017WREEEEE01100Cancer Screening Programmes

02/05/2017WREEEEE01200999. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase funding to the 
Irish Cancer Society to increase the uptake rate of bowel screens for people between the ages of 
60 and 69; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20023/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): BowelScreen, the National Bowel Screen-
ing Programme, is run by the HSE’s National Screening Service.  It offers free bowel screening 
to men and women aged 60-69.  The BowelScreen Round One Programme Report, 2012-2015, 
which was launched on 25 April 2017, shows that 521 cancers were detected through bowel 
screening, 3 out of 4 of which were detected at an early stage. 

The BowelScreen programme is adequately funded and strenuous efforts are being made to 
improve the uptake, particularly among men who have lower rates of participation but signifi-
cantly higher rates of cancer detection compared to women.  These efforts include digital and 
social media initiatives, as well as targeted radio and press advertisements.

02/05/2017WREEEEE01400Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WREEEEE015001000. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20027/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

02/05/2017WREEEEE01700Mental Health Commission Reports

02/05/2017WREEEEE018001001. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the corrective and preven-
tative actions that have been implemented to address the non-compliant findings outlined in 
the 2016 Mental Health Commission’s approved centre inspection report on the Sligo-Leitrim 
mental health inpatient unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20037/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE02000Mental Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WREEEEE021001002. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the expected completion date 
of the new acute mental health unit at Sligo University Hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20038/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE02300Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WREEEEE024001003. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 387 of 25 October 2016, if a consultant appointment and hip replacement will be ex-
pedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20039/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service issue, I have again asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WREEEEE02600Mental Health Services Data

02/05/2017WREEEEE027001004. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the number of beds avail-
able for children in need of psychiatric inpatient care at Sligo University Hospital, Galway 
University Hospital, Cavan General Hospital, Letterkenny General Hospital and Mayo General 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20041/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE02900Mental Health Services Provision
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02/05/2017WREEEEE030001005. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the services available in coun-
ties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Cavan for children and adolescents who present with suicidal 
ideation and are turned away due to the unavailability of acute mental health beds; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20042/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE03200Mental Health Services Staff

02/05/2017WREEEEE033001006. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health when critical vacancies in 
CHO1 child and adolescent mental health services will be filled with particular reference to 
early intervention and identification; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20043/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE03500Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WREEEEE036001007. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if funding will be approved 
for a person (details supplied) in order to be admitted to a facility urgently. [20046/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE03800Hospital Facilities

02/05/2017WREEEEE039001008. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20047/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE04100Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WREEEEE042001009. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
the treatment of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20048/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
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to you directly. 

02/05/2017WREEEEE04400Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

02/05/2017WREEEEE045001010. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of an application by 
a person (details supplied). [20058/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE04700Home Help Service Eligibility

02/05/2017WREEEEE048001011. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an applica-
tion for home help by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20063/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE05000Voluntary Sector Remuneration

02/05/2017WREEEEE051001012. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the cost of the increase in 
the minimum wage from €9.15 per hour to €9.25 per hour and the cost of sleep-overs on assign-
ments from €9.15 per hour to €13.49 per hour will be fully implemented by his Department; if 
the difference in the costs will be passed on to companies providing specialised services under 
contract to his Department to enable those companies meet their obligations; if his Department 
is in negotiations with such service providers at present; if service providers have applied for an 
increase in rates to meet the rising costs of providing such care; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20068/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In September 2014, the Labour Court is-
sued a recommendation that staff should be paid an hourly rate in respect of each hour spent on 
sleepover in excess of 39 hours and that these hours should be paid at a rate that is equal to the 
national minimum hourly rate.  Separately, the Government, as part of Budget 2017, approved 
an increase to the National Minimum Wage with effect from 1 January 2017.  This decision, 
therefore, provided for an increase to the hourly rate paid to those individuals who undertake 
sleepovers. 

Under section 39 of the Health Act 2004, the HSE has in place Service Level Agreements 
with voluntary providers which set out the level of service to be provided for the grant to the 
individual organisation.  Any individuals employed by these section 39 organisations are not 
HSE employees and therefore, the HSE has no role in determining the salaries or other terms 
and conditions applying to these staff, including rates of pay for undertaking sleepovers.  Ac-
cordingly, such arrangements offered by each service provider may vary.

02/05/2017WREEEEE05300Respite Care Services Availability



Questions - Written Answers

614

02/05/2017WREEEEE054001013. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if respite care is available 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20075/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE05600Occupational Therapy

02/05/2017WREEEEE057001014. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational 
therapists in the north Dublin region; the number of occupational therapists by area in north 
Dublin; the number of persons currently waiting for care; the waiting times for an appointment 
since 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20076/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WREEEEE05900Ambulance Service Provision

02/05/2017WREEEEE060001015. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the outcome of his recent meet-
ing in Galway with a group (details supplied); the steps he will take to improve the ambulance 
service in this region; when he will revert to the group which attended the meeting regarding 
the issues raised by it at the meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20097/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I met with the group, referred to by the 
Deputy, on 20th February last to hear their views and to assure them of this Government’s com-
mitment to the development of our ambulance services.  At this meeting the group highlighted 
a number of issues which I followed up with the National Ambulance Service (NAS) and the 
Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council (PHECC).  I have reverted to the Minister of State for 
Gaeltacht Affairs and Natural Resources, who facilitated the meeting, with the information pro-
vided to me by both the NAS and PHECC.

It is worth noting that the Capacity Review, published last year, identifies particular difficul-
ties serving rural areas as population density in Ireland is significantly different to that of many 
other countries.  The Review indicated that the only practical way to improve first response 
times in rural areas is through voluntary Community First Responder (CFR) schemes.  The 
further developments of a comprehensive national programme of CFR schemes has therefore 
been prioritised in the HSE National Service Plan 2017.  The NAS continues to work with local 
CFR Groups across the country, and in Connemara, in an effort to enhance services and greatly 
values their continued commitment and support.

I would like to assure the Deputy that the Government and the NAS are fully committed to 
the provision of a safe, patient focused pre-hospital emergency care service.  The Programme 
for a Partnership Government commits to additional annual investment in terms of ambulance 
personnel and vehicles.  In this regard, €7.2m additional funding was provided to the NAS in 
2016, and in 2017, an additional €3.6m has been provided, including €1m to fund new develop-
ments.

02/05/2017WREEEEE06200Disability Services Provision
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02/05/2017WREEEEE063001016. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans for mandatory safety 
measures to be installed on transportation services for disabled persons accessing day care cen-
tres or other regular services (details supplied) in order to protect these vulnerable persons; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20098/17]

02/05/2017WREEEEE06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The provi-
sion of transport to adults with a disability attending HSE-funded day services is not a core 
health service, and the HSE endeavours to ensure that all service users access public transport, 
including rural transport services, if possible.  This is in keeping with the principle of main-
streaming with a clear focus on ensuring persons with a disability have access to the normal 
range of services and participate in community life as far as possible.  In general, day service 
users are in receipt of disability allowance and are automatically entitled to the Free Travel 
Pass, so there should be no additional cost burden at an individual level. 

When a person cannot avail of a day service because they do not have transport to attend, 
some transport is provided by disability service providers on a case by case basis and as this 
relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRFFF00200Hospital Groups

02/05/2017WRFFF003001017. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding al-
located to each hospital within the South-South West hospital group since February 2016; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20109/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF004001018. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding the 
HSE allocated to hospitals (details supplied) from February 2016 to date in 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20120/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1017 and 
1018 together.

In relation to the queries raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

02/05/2017WRFFF00600Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRFFF007001019. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20122/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to express my deepest appreciation of 
the challenges facing the family of this child in providing for his care.  As the Deputy’s question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  I am also having my officials examine this case 
in order to provide a response to the correspondence.

02/05/2017WRFFF00900Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRFFF010001020. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting cataract operations under the South-South West hospital group as of 24 April 2017; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20138/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRFFF01200HSE Reports

02/05/2017WRFFF013001021. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the timeline for publication of 
the primary eye care services review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20165/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for reply to the Deputy. 

02/05/2017WRFFF01500Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRFFF016001022. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
waiting lists for services (details supplied) at University Hospital Galway, in respect of both 
outpatient and inpatient appointments, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20168/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The NTPF publishes waiting list data by 
speciality, hospital and hospital group each month.  These data can be viewed in tabular format 
on the NTPF website at http://www.ntpf.ie.

Data with regard to waiting lists at University Hospital Galway are broken down by spe-
cialty.  A total of 289 patients are awaiting Inpatient/Day case procedures in the specialty of 
gynaecology, of whom 153 have been waiting for 6 months or less, 67 have been waiting 6-12 
months, 37 have been waiting 12-18 months and 32 have been waiting for more than 18 months. 

A total of 1736 patients are awaiting an outpatient appointment for gynaecology.  Of these, 
1054 have been waiting for 6 months or less, 275 have been waiting 6-12 months, 193 have 
been waiting 12-18 months and 214 have been waiting for more than 18 months. 

The NTPF does not publish a breakdown for waiting times in excess of 18 months, there-
fore, in relation to patient numbers waiting for 24 months and in excess of 24 months, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRFFF01800Obesity Strategy

02/05/2017WRFFF019001023. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the work being un-
dertaken by his Department in respect of food product improvement; the expected date for 
publishing the national plan for food product improvement; the consultations his Department 
has had with relevant stakeholders in respect of the plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20169/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
My Department has been working on food product improvement for over a decade.  We have 
met regularly with Food Industry Ireland (FDI) as part of the work of the Special Group on 
Obesity.  While we welcome the positive work of the industry in achieving reductions in fat, 
salt and sugar, the FDI to date have been providing retrospective data and we would like to see 
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up to date information on the scope of product reformulation broaden and deepen in a more 
timely manner.

The FSAI programme on salt reduction, which started in 2004 and is ongoing, is an example 
of an excellent food reformulation success.  This work had been guided by the EU Framework 
on salt reduction and the targets they established.  My Department held workshops to facilitate 
food industry awareness of the targets ad their achievement.

A Healthy Weight for Ireland – Obesity Policy and Action Plan, 2016 – 2025 was launched 
in September 2016.  The Policy sets out a 10 Steps Forward, 20 priorities and 60 actions to be 
undertaken during its life time.  

One of these actions, 3.1, is to agree food industry reformulation targets and review prog-
ress.  My Department is in the process of establishing a national food product improvement 
Working Group and is working with the EU Commission on their food improvement bench 
marks Working Group.  These bench marks will be used as a guide for Member States.

02/05/2017WRFFF02100Obesity Strategy

02/05/2017WRFFF022001024. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the progress being 
made on the development of a code of practice for the marketing, retail promotion and sponsor-
ship of high fat and sugar foods; when this will be finalised; the consultation which has taken 
place in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20170/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
Non-Broadcast Advertising and Marketing of Food and Non-Alcoholic Beverages, including 
Sponsorship and Retail Product Placement: Voluntary Codes of Practice, is one of the 60 actions 
of ‘A Healthy Weight for Ireland - Obesity Policy and Action Plan 2016 - 2025.  In developing 
the Code the Department has involved all relevant sectors including, but not limited to, IBEC, 
FSAI, DFAM, ASAI, FDI, Safefood, BAI etc.  The development also included presentations 
from the academic sector and retailers.  The Codes are in the final stage of preparation.

02/05/2017WRFFF02400Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRFFF025001025. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the position of a person (details 
supplied) on a waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20173/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRFFF02700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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02/05/2017WRFFF028001026. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of funding for a 
chair for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20175/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRFFF03000Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRFFF031001027. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20176/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRFFF03300Medicinal Products Regulation

02/05/2017WRFFF034001028. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the way in which the process of 
compassionate exemption for access to medicinal cannabis operates; when the process is rel-
evant, the persons eligible to apply; the criteria for access; and the number of successful appli-
cants there are under the scheme [20177/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 10 February I published the HPRA’s 
Report ‘Cannabis for Medicinal Use – A Scientific Review’ and announced the establishment of 
an access programme for cannabis-based treatments to be provided for patients under the care 
of a medical consultant for the following conditions:

- spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis resistant to all standard therapies and interven-
tions; 

- intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy, despite the use of standard 
anti-emetic regimes;

- severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy that has failed to respond to standard an-
ticonvulsant medications. 

A critical focus of the Department’s work in setting-up the Cannabis Access Programme has 
been engagement with clinicians, patients and pharmacists who will be central to the drawing 
up of guidelines on the safe use of cannabis for those patients who will be prescribed cannabis-
based treatments through the Cannabis Access Programme.
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This is being facilitated through an Expert Reference Group comprising representation from 
the areas of Oncology, Palliative care, Anaesthesiology, General Practice, Adult Neurology, 
Paediatric Neurology, Multiple Sclerosis, Psychiatry, Pharmacy, Patients, Ethics, Health Tech-
nology Assessment, and Health Products Regulator.  The Reference Group has already com-
menced work on drafting guidelines, in line with National Standards for Clinical Practice Guid-
ance Development, to facilitate the prescription and supply of medicinal cannabis to qualifying 
patients. 

Officials in the Department are also working on secondary legislation to underpin the access 
programme.  This work will take a number of months.  In the meantime it remains open to me, 
as Minister, under the Misuse of Drugs Act, to consider granting a licence for access to medi-
cal cannabis for named patients, where this course of action has been endorsed by the patient’s 
consultant.

The main elements of an application for a licence for the Schedule 1 drug, cannabis must 
include: 

- An outline of the treatment the patient has received to date and justification from the doc-
tor as to why it is appropriate in their patient’s specific circumstances to prescribe a Schedule 
1 drug;

 - Details of the cannabis-based product which it is proposed to prescribe and administer to 
the patient; 

 - The source of the cannabis-based product;

 - The arrangements for the ongoing monitoring and care of the patient once the cannabis-
based treatment has commenced.

Ultimately the decision on the appropriate course of treatment for any patient is a matter for 
the clinician treating the patient.  To date one license has been granted.

02/05/2017WRFFF03600Ambulance Service Provision

02/05/2017WRFFF037001029. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the inadequate ambulance service in north-west Connemara; and if so, his plans to 
address this issue.  [20179/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRFFF03900Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

02/05/2017WRFFF040001030. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to include 
Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis in the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20182/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
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ing from the use of Thalidomide.  Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. 

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme.

02/05/2017WRFFF04200Long-Term Illness Scheme Administration

02/05/2017WRFFF043001031. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he has given consider-
ation to updating the long-term illness scheme in view of the fact that the scheme has not been 
reviewed in the past 45 years; if there are stipulated timelines for review; if there is a plan and-
or strategy in place for keeping the system up to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20183/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of Thalidomide.  Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. 

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme.

02/05/2017WRFFF04500Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRFFF046001032. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment can be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [20184/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRFFF04800Hospital Appointments Delays

02/05/2017WRFFF049001033. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if an appointment can be 
expedited for a person (details supplied). [20185/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRFFF05100Ambulance Service Provision

02/05/2017WRFFF052001034. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to 
ensure that an ambulance service is in place to meet the needs of an area (details supplied) in 
County Galway; if he will request the national ambulance service to consider a group’s sugges-
tion that an ambulance be deployed in an empty Garda barracks. [20187/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRFFF05400Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

02/05/2017WRFFF055001035. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a drug is not being 
covered by a medical card for a person (details supplied); his plans to review these changes; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20223/17]

02/05/2017WRFFF05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRGGG00200Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRGGG003001036. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of all bodies in 
receipt of public funds that have refused to provide treatments, conduct medical procedures, 
supply medical or other items or conduct research on the grounds of running contrary to the 
religious ethos of the patronage or management organisation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20226/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Health and personal social care services 
are provided on behalf of the Health Service Executive (HSE) by 39 Service Providers which 
are funded under section 38 of the Health Act 2004 and around 1900 other Service Providers 
funded under section 39 of the Health Act.  Service Providers include registered charities, reli-
gious bodies, voluntary agencies and non-statutory agencies.  These services would include a 
number which are provided by religious congregations. 

The HSE has a Governance Framework in place which incorporates national standardised 
documentation, and guidance documents, that enables the HSE to contractually underpin the 
grant-funding provided to all Non-Statutory Service Providers.  This Framework seeks to en-
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sure the standard and consistent application of good governance principles, which are robust 
and effective, to ensure that both the HSE and the Providers meet their respective obligations.  
It is reviewed and updated as required.  The HSE aims to ensure that appropriate systems are in 
place to effectively manage the services and funding, and the Governance Framework provides 
for national standard governance documentation and administrative processes, which seek, in 
turn, to ensure both the HSE and the recipient organisations comply with their respective obli-
gations, and that the services delivered provide best outcomes for the service user and represent 
effective use of public Exchequer funding.  The specific detail requested  by the Deputy is not 
routinely available.

02/05/2017WRGGG00500HSE Staff Remuneration

02/05/2017WRGGG006001037. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if clerical employees recruited 
to direct entry positions within the HSE are paid an allowance for holding a degree within the 
terms of the National Framework of Qualifications; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20227/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

02/05/2017WRGGG00800HSE Legal Cases

02/05/2017WRGGG009001038. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if it is the practice of the 
HSE to insist on the property being sold rendering the persons living in the house homeless as in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20239/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have again 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly

02/05/2017WRGGG01100Hospital Services

02/05/2017WRGGG012001039. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health his or the HSE’s plans for the 
provision of a day hospital in Swords; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20250/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRGGG01400Primary Care Centres Administration

02/05/2017WRGGG015001040. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the methods used by his Depart-
ment to identify communities in need of primary care centres; the selection criteria for such 
communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20255/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRGGG01700General Practitioner Services
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02/05/2017WRGGG018001041. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if a general practitioner can 
charge a medical card holder a cost for blood tests when those blood tests are required to moni-
tor an ongoing medical condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20259/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There is no provision under the GP GMS 
contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP visit card to be charged for routine phle-
botomy services provided by their GP, or the Practice Nurse on behalf of the GP, which are 
required to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.  The HSE has 
advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or necessary treatment of a 
patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients who hold a medical 
card or GP visit card.  Notwithstanding this, I understand that in recent times, some GPs are 
charging GMS patients for these services.

If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incor-
rectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient may make a 
complaint to the HSE Local Health Office, who will deal with the matter in accordance with the 
HSE’s Complaints Policy.

In order to achieve clarity on this issue, I have asked that any difference of perspective in 
relation to the provision of phlebotomy services be addressed in the GP contractual review.  I 
am pleased that engagement with GP representative bodies to progress this process has com-
menced and I look forward to constructive and positive further engagements.

02/05/2017WRGGG02000Disability Support Services Expenditure

02/05/2017WRGGG021001042. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the way the €16.2 million 
emergency funding in budget 2017, that was to assist providing home supports and personal 
assistant hours for new cases for persons with intellectual and physical disabilities, was spent; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20264/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG022001043. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if there has been a provision 
for extra home help hours or personal assistance hours for persons with physical or intellectual 
disability in 2017; if his Department has been in discussions regarding outstanding requests or 
needs in respect of demands for these services in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20265/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1042 and 1043 together.

In 2017, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is committed to maximising the provision 
of health and personal social services, including home support services, within available re-
sources.  In its National Service Plan for 2017, the HSE is providing an additional €5.5 million 
towards Home Support/Personal Assistant Hours, which will enable the Executive to deliver:

- 2.75 million Home Support hours, an increase of 150,000 hours over the last year’s target 
of 2.6 million hours; and

- 1.4 million Personal Assistance hours, an increase of 100,000 hours over the 2016 target 
of 1.3 million hours.

In addition, €16.2 million is being provided for new emergency cases in 2017, including a 
new initiative for Home Support/In-Home respite for emergency cases. 
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As the allocation of this funding is an operational issue I have arranged for the question to 
be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRGGG02400Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRGGG025001044. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20268/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRGGG02700Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRGGG028001045. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20269/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRGGG03000Mental Health Services Provision

02/05/2017WRGGG031001046. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
bed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20270/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRGGG03300Hospital Appointments Status
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02/05/2017WRGGG034001047. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20271/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRGGG03600Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRGGG037001048. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20272/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRGGG03900Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRGGG040001049. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20273/17]

02/05/2017WRGGG04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRHHH00150Hospital Appointments Status
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02/05/2017WRHHH002001050. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20274/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRHHH00350Disability Support Services

02/05/2017WRHHH004001051. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number 
of children’s disability network teams established; the number currently in place in each CHO; 
and the number expected to be in place in each CHO at the end of 2017. [20276/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRHHH00550Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

02/05/2017WRHHH006001052. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress being made regard-
ing the development of a new national drugs and alcohol strategy; the timeframe for its publica-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20297/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH007001065. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the date on which the na-
tional drugs strategy will be published. [20469/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1052 and 1065 together.

Government is committed to putting a new National Drugs Strategy in place from 2017 
onwards, when the current policy expires.  A Steering Committee with an independent chair 
has been established to advise me on the new Strategy.  This committee has been mandated 
to develop an integrated public health approach to substance misuse, which is defined as the 
harmful or hazardous use of psychoactive substances, including alcohol and illegal drugs.  It is 
envisaged that the new Strategy will be based on a health-led approach to the drug problem and 
build on progress achieved under previous drug strategies. 

I understand that the Steering Committee is continuing with its deliberations with a view to 
presenting its final report to me shortly.  I hope to bring my proposals to Government thereafter.  
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Once approved by Government, the new strategy will then be published by the Department of 
Health.

02/05/2017WRHHH00850Health Services Staff

02/05/2017WRHHH009001053. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if the four vacancies in a clinic 
(details supplied) have been filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20298/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for reply to the Deputy. 

02/05/2017WRHHH01050Primary Care Centres Provision

02/05/2017WRHHH011001054. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress being made in 
providing a primary care centre in Rowlagh, Clondalkin, Dublin 22; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20299/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRHHH01250Primary Care Centres Provision

02/05/2017WRHHH013001055. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress being made in pro-
viding a primary care centre in Clondalkin village, Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20300/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRHHH01450Primary Care Centres Provision

02/05/2017WRHHH015001056. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress being made in pro-
viding a primary care centre in Lucan, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20301/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRHHH01650Disability Services Provision

02/05/2017WRHHH017001057. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
new home support and in home respite supports for emergency cases in place for persons with 
disabilities in each LHO, in tabular form [20308/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
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ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRHHH01850Disabilities Assessments

02/05/2017WRHHH019001058. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork can expect to have their assessment of need carried out under the Dis-
ability Act 2005; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20338/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRHHH02050Home Care Packages Provision

02/05/2017WRHHH021001059. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
HSE providing home care support to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20342/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRHHH02250Vaccination Programme

02/05/2017WRHHH023001060. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that a group 
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(details supplied) has lodged a complaint to the EU Ombudsman regarding the poor quality of 
EMA research regarding HPV vaccines. [20384/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Immunisation is regarded as one of the saf-
est and most cost-effective of health care interventions and the importance of vaccination is 
acknowledged by all the major international health organisations.  The World Health Organisa-
tion estimates that up to 3 million lives are saved each year as a result of vaccination and the 
scientific evidence is clear that benefits of vaccines outweigh the known side effects

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC).  NIAC is a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Ireland comprising of experts in a number of specialties including infectious diseases, paediat-
rics and public health.  The committee’s recommendations are informed by public health advice 
and international best practice.  All relevant and appropriate information is taken into account 
when deciding to make changes to the State’s immunisation programmes. 

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety 
and quality of all medicines that are licensed in Ireland.  While no medicine is entirely without 
risk, the safety of vaccines, as with all medicines, is carefully monitored and any new evidence 
concerning side-effects is taken into account.  The HPRA and the European Medicines Agency 
continually monitor adverse events to vaccination.  

Unfounded, false claims have been made of an association between HPV vaccination and 
a number of conditions experienced by a group of young women.  It appears that they first 
suffered symptoms around the time they received the HPV vaccine and a false connection is 
being made between the HPV vaccine and the onset of these symptoms.  There is no scientific 
evidence that the HPV vaccine causes any long term illness.  However, this misinformation has 
led to a significant drop in uptake rates of the HPV vaccine.  This means that a large cohort of 
girls is now at risk of developing cervical cancer later in their lives.

Misinformation is causing real harm to those unvaccinated children and adults who develop 
vaccine preventable diseases, and to people who seek inappropriate treatments for real condi-
tions that are not caused by vaccines.  Any parent who has doubts or questions about vaccina-
tion should talk to their family doctor, or alternatively to visit the National Immunisation office 
website.  These sources of information are clear and accurate and will answer any queries you 
may have about the benefits or risks of vaccination.  Vaccination is the best way for parents to 
make sure their children are healthy and protected from preventable diseases.

In relation to the issue referred to by the Deputy it concerns a complaint made by the Nordic 
Cochrane Centre concerning the EMA.  The EMA is a decentralised agency of the European 
Union (EU) responsible for the scientific evaluation, supervision and safety monitoring of med-
icines developed by pharmaceutical companies for use in the EU.  It would be inappropriate for 
me to comment on any complaint made by a third party concerning an EU agency. 

02/05/2017WRHHH02450Medicinal Products Reimbursement

02/05/2017WRHHH025001061. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding making 
the immunotherapy drug nivolumab available to cancer patients on the reimbursement scheme; 
the costs associated with treating each person on an annual basis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20390/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes in 
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accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRHHH02650Health Services

02/05/2017WRHHH027001062. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if his Department will estab-
lish a forum for persons with myalgic encephalomyelitis and their organisations; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20391/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.  

02/05/2017WRHHH02850Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRHHH029001063. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied). [20422/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

02/05/2017WRHHH03050Hospital Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRHHH031001064. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied). [20460/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 
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  Question No. 1065 answered with Question No. 1052

02/05/2017WRHHH03350Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRHHH034001066. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an operation for a person (de-
tails supplied) can be expedited. [20482/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRHHH03550Health Services

02/05/2017WRHHH036001067. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health if entry to a hospital for a person 
(details supplied) can be arranged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20498/17]

02/05/2017WRHHH03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRJJ00150Disabilities Assessments

02/05/2017WRJJ002001068. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a needs assessment by a multidisciplinary team; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20503/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRJJ00350Disability Support Services

02/05/2017WRJJ004001069. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an applica-
tion for full time care by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20506/17]
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02/05/2017WRJJ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRJJ00550Drugs Payment Scheme

02/05/2017WRJJ006001070. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure the provision 
of a drug (details supplied) is considered at the next HSE drugs committee meeting on 18 May 
2017 in view of the length of time this has been ongoing and the urgency of the matter for the 
persons involved with duchenne muscular dystrophy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20517/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

  Questions Nos. 1071 to 1074, inclusive, answered with Question No. 792.

02/05/2017WRJJ00850Health Services Staff

02/05/2017WRJJ009001075. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve inad-
equate levels of nursing staff, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, clinical nutritionists 
and speech and language therapists for stroke patients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20547/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

02/05/2017WRJJ01050Hospital Staff

02/05/2017WRJJ011001076. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitals that 
have access to a medical social worker and a neuropsychologist, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20548/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

  Question No. 1077 answered with Question No. 792.

02/05/2017WRJJ01350Home Care Packages

02/05/2017WRJJ014001078. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
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to the fact that persons under 65 years of age now account for one in every four strokes, yet 
home care packages are not tailored to the specific needs of persons that could be living with the 
side effects of strokes for decades; if he will create an entitlement to home care which is appro-
priate for stroke survivors of all ages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20552/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) pro-
vides home care packages which are enhanced supports, over and above existing mainstream 
Home Help service.  These are essentially a suite of supports, which are more comprehensive 
than Home Help as they can include community nursing and therapy services, respite care and 
aids and appliances.  An appropriate professional skills mix is provided to support people with 
a higher level of care needs. 

In 2014, the HSE introduced Intensive Home Care Packages (IHCPs) to facilitate timely 
discharge home from acute hospitals of people who require very significant interventions to an 
extent not previously provided as part of the Home Care Package Scheme or current community 
services. 

Access to home care packages are provided on the basis of assessed care need, carried out 
by health care professionals. It is not proposed to provide access to home care packages by 
reference to illness type.   

02/05/2017WRJJ01550Health Services Staff

02/05/2017WRJJ016001079. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of psychologists 
serving stroke patients here; his views on whether this is adequate to treat the often complex 
emotional and psychological impacts of stroke; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20553/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I am referring this 
question to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRJJ01750Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRJJ018001080. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will have a procedure carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20555/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRJJ01950Hospital Waiting Lists
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02/05/2017WRJJ020001081. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting for back surgery at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9; the average waiting time for this type 
of surgery; the immediate steps being taken to deal with the waiting times; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20565/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.   In excess of 2000 daycases will be managed through this 
process and outsourcing of treatment has commenced.  The focus of this initiative will be those 
lists with large numbers of long waiting patients.

In order to reduce the numbers of long-waiting patients, I asked the HSE to develop Waiting 
List Action Plans for 2017 in the areas of Inpatient Daycase, Scoliosis and Outpatient Services.  
These plans are currently being finalised and I expect to approve and publish them imminently.

In response to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.

02/05/2017WRJJ02150Health Services

02/05/2017WRJJ022001082. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a comprehensive care 
plan will be provided by the HSE for a person (details supplied); and if their general practitio-
ner’s report confirming that they have regular seizures resulting in them having to be hospital-
ised on a regular basis will be taken into consideration [20569/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRJJ02350Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/05/2017WRJJ024001083. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if funding approval for a 
specialised motorised wheelchair for a person (details supplied) will include all of the features 
they currently enjoy on their existing wheelchair and all of which have been approved and re-
quested by their occupational therapist; and if he will request the HSE to contact the person and 
confirm that the occupational therapist’s request will be granted [20573/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRJJ02550Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRJJ026001084. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been forced to make three applications for a medical card due to information be-
ing lost or misplaced; if he will review the applications made; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20580/17]
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02/05/2017WRJJ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas members.

02/05/2017WRJJ02750Health Care Policy

02/05/2017WRJJ028001085. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans for more supports 
and services for those that are deafblind here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20590/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ029001086. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when the Government plans to 
recognise deafblindness as a condition requiring State supports and services that are different to 
those already in place to support those that are visually or hearing impaired; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [20591/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ030001087. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to respond 
to a centre (details supplied) advocating increased provision of specific supports for those with 
combined hearing and vision loss; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20592/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ031001088. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to recognise deafblind-
ness as a separate disability to deafness and blindness and reflect this recognition in policy and 
legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20593/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ032001089. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that all deafblind 
persons have equal opportunity to participate fully in society, in line with the commitments set 
down in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities and the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, in addition to the measures contained in EU written dec-
laration on the rights of deafblind persons Declaration 1/2004; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20594/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ033001090. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans for a process of early 
intervention and assessment by a deafblind specialist for deafblind children; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20595/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ034001092. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans for the provision of 
rehabilitation supports in order that persons with acquired deafblindness are provided with the 
necessary equipment and aids to support them to live independently and comfortable in their 
own homes; when training of personnel that work with deafblind persons will be provided 
which is of critical importance in providing to them the ability to communicate and transfer 
information to a person with combined hearing and vision impairments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20597/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ035001093. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that deafblind 
persons have access to assistive technologies that facilitate their access to information and ex-
pression (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20598/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ036001094. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans for the provision of 
professional agencies that will offer professional support services (details supplied) which are 
crucial to long term optimum and social development of children and young persons; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [20599/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ037001095. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to integrate deafblind 
persons to work successfully in professional jobs (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20600/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ038001096. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the details of policies his depart-
ment is developing to reflect the fact that deafblindness is a growing concern, that more children 
are surviving premature and childhood illnesses and persons are living longer than ever; the 
details of policies the Government are developing to reflect the fact; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20601/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ039001097. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the early intervention provisions 
for deafblind persons (details supplied) by a deafblind specialist that are in place within his 
department or the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20602/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ040001098. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken by his De-
partment to ensure a better understanding of deafblindness by health and social care practitio-
ners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20603/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ041001099. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the data his Department has been 
compiling on the population of deafblind persons; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20604/17]

02/05/2017WRJJ04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Question Nos. 1085 to 1090, inclusive, 1092 and 1094 to 1099, inclusive, together.

The Government currently provides funding of over €1.69 billion to the Disability Services 
Programme through the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2017. Persons with disabilities, in-
cluding deaf-blindness, can access a broad range of acute, primary and community based health 
services, as well as specialist disability services, which are provided in a variety of community 
and residential settings in partnership with service users, their families and carers and a range 
of statutory and non-statutory groups.

Funding for The Anne Sullivan Foundation for Deaf-Blind is provided by the HSE under 
Section 39 of the Health Act, 2004. The HSE’s Social Care Division Operational Plan indicates 
that €2.56 million has been assigned to the Foundation in 2017 for the provision of supports to 
people who are deaf-blind.

The Minister for Health does not classify specific medical illnesses or conditions as a dis-
ability. There are a number of definitions of disability that are used for particular purposes e.g. 
the Disability Act, Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act, Equal Status 
Act, Employment Equality Acts and qualifying criteria for income supports such as Domicili-
ary Care Allowance and Disability Allowance etc. These definitions describe disability in terms 
of an individual’s functional ability in their environment, rather than a medical diagnosis or a 
named condition.

The Comprehensive Employment Strategy, which is led by the Department of Justice, sets 
out a ten-year approach to ensuring that people with disabilities, who are able to, and want to 
work are supported and enabled to do so.

The Department of Justice and Equality has the lead responsibility for the Ratification of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities.

Deaf-blindness is not currently listed as a separate condition on the National Physical and 
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Sensory Disability Database (NPSDD). However, syndromes related to a combination of deaf-
ness and blindness could be included in the future.

In January 2015 the HSE published new guidelines giving practical guidelines to all health 
and social care staff on how they can provide accessible services to patients and clients with a 
disability. The guidelines were developed by the HSE in partnership with the National Disabil-
ity Authority. Access to services, as covered in the guidelines, is wide-ranging and relates to all 
aspects of access including accessible information.

As the Deputy’s questions also relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to 
be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRKK00150Home Help Service

02/05/2017WRKK002001091. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when the Government will pro-
vide intervenors for older persons that may develop combined hearing and vision problems as 
part of the aging process to assist them to take an active part in every day life carrying out such 
functions as assistance with shopping, sorting out their bills or intervening at a medical appoint-
ment. [20596/17]

02/05/2017WRKK00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Health 
Service Executive Home Help Service is a mainstream community service which provides a 
number of hours of assistance to individuals with personal care and essential domestic duties.  
Home Care Packages are enhanced supports, over and above existing mainstream Home Help 
Service.  The HSE’s National Service Plan for 2017 provides for a target of 10.57 million Home 
Help Hours to support about 49,000 people, 16,750 Home Care Packages and 190 Intensive 
Home Care Packages for clients with very complex needs.  Services are provided on the basis 
of assessed care need, carried out by health care professionals and there is no means testing.   

There is a commitment in the Programme for Government to increase funding for home 
support services, to improve these supports, to introduce a uniform homecare service so all 
recipients can receive a quality support, seven days per week where possible, and to review the 
management, operation and funding of national home help services.  There are no plans at pres-
ent to introduce a system along the lines proposed by the Deputy.

  Question No. 1092 answered with Question No. 1085

02/05/2017WRKK00450Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/05/2017WRKK005001093. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that deafblind 
persons have access to assistive technologies that facilitate their access to information and ex-
pression (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20598/17]

02/05/2017WRKK00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

  Questions No. 1094 to 1099, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1085.

02/05/2017WRKK00750Programme for Government Implementation
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02/05/2017WRKK008001100. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the progress of the commit-
ments in the programme for Government on mental health issues. [18284/17]

02/05/2017WRKK00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Under the 
Programme for Partnership Government, a wide range of commitments to improve the mental 
health services were given.  Progress is being made in a number of areas.

Stage one of the review of mental health policy has been concluded and the Expert Evidence 
Review report produced will help to determine the policy direction for a revision of A Vision for 
Change.  I will be appointing an Oversight Group shortly to oversee the next stage of this work.

The National Taskforce on Youth Mental Health has been meeting monthly over the last 
year.  As part of my commitment to ensuring that the voices of children and young people are 
at the heart of the work of the Taskforce, a series of consultations with young people are taking 
place.

A key commitment in the Programme relates to the provision of 24/7 mental health services.  
I am presently considering HSE proposals for an implementation plan for the provision of a 
7-day service response across all HSE mental health service areas.  This should be produced in 
the coming weeks.

In terms of funding, the Government has increased the Mental Health Budget from €826 
million in 2016 to over €850 million this year.  This will enable the continued development of 
a range of services including Adult, Child & Adolescent, Forensic and Specialist services in 
mental health.  As part of this, funding of up to €6 million will be made available to meet the 
mental health needs of the homeless.  In addition, €5 million has been provided to extend the 
Counselling In Primary Care (CIPC) programme to under 18s and the recruitment of 114 As-
sistant Psychologists is expected to take place later this year.

In addition, substantial funding has been provided in 2017 for Mental Health capital proj-
ects, most notably to commence the construction of the new forensic hospital at Portrane this 
year.

Many of the above initiatives are contingent upon the recruitment of the necessary staff.  
While difficulties in this area have been well-documented, mental health staffing has increased 
by around 200 over the last year to 9,717 WTEs.  To increase the supply of key personnel, we 
have also funded an extra 130 undergraduate places for psychiatric nurses.

Finally, work is continuing on the preparation of the general scheme of a bill to amend the 
Mental Health Act 2001 based on the recommendations of the 2015 Expert Review Group on 
the 2001 Act.

02/05/2017WRKK00950Care Services Provision

02/05/2017WRKK010001101. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the details of the con-
sultation process of a home care scheme; the steps he will take to support the share the care 
campaign in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17458/17]

02/05/2017WRKK01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Depart-
ment of Health is currently engaged in a detailed process to determine what type of home care 
scheme is best for Ireland, in relation to both regulation and funding. 

An important step in this process is a public consultation process which I will be launching 
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at the end of May.  The purpose of this consultation is to allow all those who have views on 
this topic to have their say, including older people themselves, their families, and healthcare 
workers.

In relation to the share the care campaign, the Department recognises the important role 
played by Family Carers Ireland in raising awareness of the challenges faced by carers and 
liaises on an ongoing basis with the Group.

Senior staff from the Department and the HSE addressed and held discussions with carers’ 
representatives at the Annual Carers’ forum, hosted by the Department of Social Protection on 
25   April.

02/05/2017WRKK01150Hospital Appointments Status

02/05/2017WRKK012001102. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied). [20607/17]

02/05/2017WRKK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

02/05/2017WRKK01350Disabilities Assessments

02/05/2017WRKK014001103. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of children in each 
county and each HSE area who are awaiting assessment under early intervention, in tabular 
form; the length of time they are waiting for assessments and programmes to be put in place; 
and the number of staff that have not been replaced, either temporarily or permanently, in each 
area. [20609/17]

02/05/2017WRKK01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRLLL00200Nursing Homes Support Scheme
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02/05/2017WRLLL003001104. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a situation in which residents of a care home (details supplied) in County Louth are being re-
quested to make a contribution of €20 per week towards a social programme; if the care home is 
in breach of regulations by making this a mandatory charge for all residents; if residents should 
have the opportunity to opt out of the social programme or elements of it; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20610/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as A Fair Deal, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care.  Participants contribute to the cost of 
their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.

The NHSS covers the cost of the standard components of long-term residential care which 
are:

•   Nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person; 

•   Bed and board;

•   Basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of daily living; 
and

•   Laundry service.

  A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the medical card scheme or the drugs pay-
ment scheme, is unaffected by participation in the NHSS or residence in a nursing home.  In 
determining the services covered by the NHSS it was considered very important that the care 
recipient and the taxpayer would be protected and would not end up paying for the same ser-
vices twice.  For this reason, medications and aids that are already prescribed for individuals 
under an existing scheme are not included in the services covered by the NHSS, as this would 
involve effectively paying twice for the same service.

Although the NHSS covers core living expenses, residents can still incur some costs in a 
nursing home, such as social programmes, newspapers or hairdressing.  In recognition of this, 
anyone in receipt of financial support under the NHSS retains at least 20% of their income.  The 
minimum amount that is retained is the equivalent of 20% of the State Pension (Non-Contribu-
tory).  An operator should not seek payment from residents for items which are covered by the 
NHSS, the medical card or any other existing scheme.

Part 7 of the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for 
Older People) Regulations 2013 stipulates that the registered provider of the nursing home must 
agree a contract in writing with each resident on their admission to the nursing home.  This 
contract must include details of the services to be provided to that resident and the fees to be 
charged.  Residents should never be charged fees which are not set out in the contract.  The De-
partment of Health and the HSE are not a party to such contracts which are concluded between 
each resident and their nursing home.

Registered providers of nursing home care are obliged to provide an accessible and effective 
complaints procedure.  Concerns about additional charges should in the first instance be taken 
up with the nursing home provider.  The Office of the Ombudsman can examine complaints 
about the actions of a range of public bodies and, from 24 August 2015, complaints relating to 
the administrative actions of private nursing homes.  The Office of the Ombudsman normally 
only deals with a complaint once the individual has already gone through the complaints proce-
dure of the private nursing home concerned.
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02/05/2017WRLLL00500Legislative Programme

02/05/2017WRLLL006001105. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the stage at which the dental 
Bill is at; the timeframe for the completion of this legislation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20612/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Work is continuing in relation to the devel-
opment of new legislation to replace the Dentists Act 1985.  Key policy issues for inclusion 
in the new legislation have been approved and a Regulatory Impact Analysis is currently un-
derway.  There has been ongoing engagement with stakeholders including the Dental Council.  
The drafting of the Scheme of Bill, which is the next step in the process to develop the new 
legislation, has commenced.  It is not possible to provide a publication date at this early stage 
in the legislative process.

Department officials are currently committed to drafting a priority Health (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill, the primary purpose of which is to amend all health professional regulatory 
Acts as a consequence of the transposition of the modernised European Union Professional 
Qualifications Directive (2013/55/EU) and to address a number of other issues.  Work on the 
preparation of the Dental Bill continues to be progressed in line with competing legislative 
priorities.

02/05/2017WRLLL00800Public Procurement Contracts

02/05/2017WRLLL009001106. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE com-
missioner of the Roscommon mental health service review did not use a standard HSE procure-
ment process, but instead used a systems analysis investigation method to appoint members of 
the Roscommon review team (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20614/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL010001107. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if any members of the 
Roscommon mental health service review team were known to or linked to any senior members 
of HSE management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20615/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL011001108. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the persons or body that 
selected persons and the way in which they were selected in view of the fact that the procure-
ment method used was for systems analysis investigations, which required no advertising or 
interviews and was generally lacking in transparency, in relation to the Roscommon mental 
health review team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20616/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL012001109. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason the Roscom-
mon mental health service review team is using a legal firm in County Mayo to conduct its busi-
ness in relation to the review, when it is based in Northern Ireland and this same firm is used by 
the HSE to conduct other business; if the firm can be described as truly independent; his views 
on whether this is not a conflict of interest; if the HSE is paying this legal firm for the work of 
the review team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20617/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL013001110. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 566 of 15 November 2016, the reason the national director of mental health stated 
that the incident management policy 2014 was used for the selection of external experts for the 
Roscommon review team; and if the attention of the director was not drawn to the fact that this 
policy, which only examines individual serious incidents within the HSE, was not suitable for 
the procurement of a team of experts for such a major review of a whole service.  [20618/17]
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02/05/2017WRLLL01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1106 to 
1110, inclusive, together.

As this is a service issue, these questions have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRLLL01500Hospital Consultant Contracts

02/05/2017WRLLL016001111. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the number of consul-
tant psychiatrists that are currently employed by the HSE; the number previously employed by 
the HSE, including their dates of termination (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20629/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, I am referring this question to the HSE for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRLLL01800Mental Health Tribunals

02/05/2017WRLLL019001112. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the number of registered 
private psychiatrists qualified to offer independent approval in mental health tribunals as set up 
under the Mental Health Commission in Ireland (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20630/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL020001113. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the related costs for a 
secondary sign off by a medical professional during a mental health tribunal as set up by the 
Mental Health Commission; if these medical professionals are employed directly by the HSE 
or if they are private GPs; if in the case that secondary sign off is conducted by both HSE em-
ployees and GPs depending on individual cases, the number of each for 2015 and 2016; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20631/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL021001114. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the method of selection 
for solicitors for tribunals with regard to mental health tribunals as set up by the Mental Health 
Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20632/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL022001115. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the process involved for 
putting in place legal services required for the tribunals, with regard to mental health tribunals 
as set up by the Mental Health Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20633/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL023001116. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the fees paid with re-
gard to mental health tribunals as set up by the Mental Health Commission for consultant 
psychiatrists, solicitors and lay persons, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20634/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1112 to 1116, inclusive, together.

The principal functions of the Mental Health Commission are specified in Section 33 of the 
Mental Health Act 2001.  This includes the appointment of persons to be members of mental 
health tribunals; the establishment of a panel of consultant psychiatrists to carry out indepen-
dent medical examinations under Section 17 of the Act and the provision of a scheme for the 
granting of legal aid.
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The Mental Health Commission appoints three  people to a mental health tribunal.  Of the 
members of a tribunal, one must be a consultant psychiatrist, one must be a practising barrister 
or solicitor who has had not less than 7 years’ experience as a practising barrister or solicitor 
ending immediately before such appointment and one must be a person other than a person 
referred to above or a registered medical practitioner or a registered nurse.

There are 96 consultant psychiatrists, 94 Barristers or solicitors and 79 other persons on 
a panel to provide the membership of a mental health tribunal.  Fees for serving on a mental 
health tribunal are as follows:

Tribunal member Fee Per case
Consultant psychiatrists €382
Barristers or solicitors (Chair) €574
Other persons €287
A consultant psychiatrist is defined in Section 2 of the Act as a consultant psychiatrist who 

is employed by a health board or by an approved centre or a person whose name is entered on 
the division of psychiatry or the division of child and adolescent psychiatry of the Register of 
Medical Specialists maintained by the Medical Council in Ireland.

Appointment to mental health tribunal panels is for a period not exceeding three years, in 
accordance with Section 48 of the Act, by way of public competition.  The Mental Health Com-
mission establishes panels for mental health tribunals every three years.  All people who meet 
the eligibility criterion laid down in the statute may apply.  The term of office of the persons 
appointed to the current mental health tribunal panels on contracts for services, expires on 31 
October 2019.

In addition to the Tribunal panel, there are 119  consultant psychiatrists on the panel to pro-
vide independent medical reports pursuant to Section 17 of the Act.  The fee for an independent 
medical report which must be provided for the consideration of a mental health tribunal is €477.

02/05/2017WRLLL02500Medical Card Applications

02/05/2017WRLLL026001117. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical 
card application by a person (details supplied) was closed, in view of the fact that all the infor-
mation that was requested from the person was submitted at all times followed by numerous 
phone calls and emails; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20637/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas Members.

02/05/2017WRLLL02800Medical Goods Regulation

02/05/2017WRLLL029001118. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
licence approval of a drug (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20655/17]
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02/05/2017WRLLL03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRLLL03100Nursing Homes Support Scheme Expenditure

02/05/2017WRLLL032001119. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the underspend in the fair deal 
scheme in each of the years 2011 to 2016 on the basis of approval versus spending, by county, 
in tabular form.  [20661/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRLLL03400Hospital Services

02/05/2017WRLLL035001120. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health if the management of Univer-
sityHospital Galway has outsourced bed management; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20662/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL036001121. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the cost of having bed manage-
ment outsourced as opposed to bed management in-house.  [20663/17]

02/05/2017WRLLL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1120 and 
1121 together.

Bed management is not being outsourced at Galway University Hospitals. Galway Uni-
versity Hospitals and University Hospital Limerick were selected as pilot sites for a national 
programme to improve patient flow in our healthcare system.  This national programme, the 
National General Electric-Finnamore Patient Flow project, commenced at GUH in November 
2016 and is still underway on site. 

Through a number of prioritised projects, this three year programme aims to deliver vis-
ible and effective improvement to patient flow, whilst also developing the skills of clinical and 
operational staff alike.  The GE-Finnamore Patient Flow project is funded on a national level; 
there are no local costs.

Under this initiative, the Hospital is progressing a number of key process improvement ini-
tiatives, including optimising ED escalation procedures; patient flow processes; bi-directional 
flow to/from other Saolta hospitals; as well as capacity modelling for in-patients and outpa-
tients.  The project encompasses Scheduled Care patient flow and includes assessment of pro-
cesses such as bed management.

In summary, the GE-Finnamore Patient Flow project involves the use of external consul-
tants, who are currently advising Galway University Hospitals and University Hospital Lim-
erick with regard to potential improvements that can be made in internal hospital processes, 
including aspects of bed management.  These processes will, however, continue to be managed 
by the Hospitals themselves and are not being outsourced.

02/05/2017WRMMM00200Nursing Home Services
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02/05/2017WRMMM003001122. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the overall budget for provid-
ing nursing home care and convalescent care provision in HSE provider settings as opposed to 
private and voluntary care settings for each of the years 2011 to 2016; the number of beds and 
the numbers employed each year in each setting, by county; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20664/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRMMM00500Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

02/05/2017WRMMM006001123. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the reason the medical board 
of appeal was unable to issue a certificate under disabled drivers and disabled passengers (tax 
concession) regulations 1994 to a person (details supplied).  [20683/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

02/05/2017WRMMM00800Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

02/05/2017WRMMM009001124. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the reason the medical board of 
appeal was unable to issue a primary medical certificate for disabled drivers and passenger to a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20684/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

02/05/2017WRMMM01100Health Services

02/05/2017WRMMM012001125. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter 
(details supplied) regarding charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20685/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRMMM01400Hospital Appointments Administration

02/05/2017WRMMM015001126. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) in Beaumont Hospital can be backdated to the date when the original referral 
should have been made.  [20706/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/05/2017WRMMM01700Home Help Service Provision

02/05/2017WRMMM018001127. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will provide extra home 
help hours for a person (details supplied) in order for them to remain in their home; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20713/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRMMM02000Mental Health Policy

02/05/2017WRMMM021001128. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of A 
Vision for Change; and the timeframe for consultation on the review.  [20797/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): ‘A Vision for 
Change’ came to the end of its 10-year term in 2016 and preparations for a review and updating 
of policy have been underway since early last year.  In September 2016, an external evidence 
and expert review was commissioned from WRC Consultants as the first step in determining the 
parameters of a revision of A Vision for Change.

This review was completed on 17 February 2017, and will provide evidence to determine 
the policy direction for a revision of A Vision for Change, both in terms of international best 
practice and the experience of implementing A Vision for Change.  The review is currently  be-
ing assessed by the Department of Health. 

In line with a commitment given to Dáil Éireann on 6 October 2016, an Oversight Group 
will be established within three months of the review being finalised to oversee the develop-
ment of a new policy for mental health based on the outcome of the Expert Review. Terms of 
Reference for this Group are being finalised.  The policy review process will also involve con-
sultation with key stakeholders.

02/05/2017WRMMM02300Hospital Services

02/05/2017WRMMM024001129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the basis on which the 
HSE may contemplate action likely to result in the closure of or down scaling of activity at St 
Brigid’s Hospital, Crooksling, in view of the serious bed shortage that exists; if bed shortages 
are likely to feature for a considerable time into the future and that the services and facilities at 
the hospital will remain an urgent requirement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20818/17]
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02/05/2017WRMMM02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/05/2017WRMMM02600Obesity Strategy

02/05/2017WRMMM027001130. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the way in which ac-
tion 1.4 of A Healthy Weight for Ireland will be advanced; the status of the provision of potable 
water in all learning centres; if a national audit has taken place of learning centres in respect of 
the availability of potable water; if not, if this will be done as a matter of priority; the consulta-
tion his officials have had with the Department of Education and Skills in this regard; the cost 
of providing potable water in all learning centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20828/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM028001131. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the way in which ac-
tion 1.8 of A Healthy Weight for Ireland will be advanced; the status of proposals on the roll out 
of evidence based fiscal measures to support healthy eating and lifestyles; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20830/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM029001132. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the way in which ac-
tion 1.10 of A Healthy Weight for Ireland will be advanced; the status of the evidence review for 
fiscal measures on products that are high in fat, sugar and salt; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20831/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM030001133. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the way in which 
action 2.1 of A Healthy Weight for Ireland will be advanced; the status of the development of 
guidelines and support materials for those working in developing the built environment for ur-
ban development and planning in relation to reducing the obesogenic environment; the timeline 
for same; the consultation he has had with other Departments in this regard; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20832/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM031001134. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health his plans to undertake 
an audit of the built environment infrastructure and facilities available to schools and learning 
centres as part of the roll out of the National Physical Activity Plan for Ireland; the consultation 
which has taken place with his Department and other Departments in this regard; if his attention 
has been drawn to the results of a report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20833/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM032001136. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the way in which ac-
tion 10.2 of A Healthy Weight for Ireland is being advanced; the status of the implementation of 
a nutrition health surveillance system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20836/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 1130 to 1134, inclusive, and 1136 together.

In September 2016 Minister Harris and I launched “A Healthy Weight for Ireland Obesity 
Policy and Action Plan 2016 – 2025”.  The key themes of the Policy are Prevention, Care and 
Management, and Research and Data with the overall aim of reversing the rising levels of over-
weight and obesity.  The World Health Organisation has set a global target to halt the rise in 
obesity by 2025. “A Healthy Weight for Ireland” will cover the ten year period until 2025 and 
sets targets to be achieved and actions that will produce measurable outcomes.  Twenty priority 
actions have been identified and work has commenced on the implementation of the majority 
of those priority actions already.  The timeframes for the other actions will operate over the 
lifespan of the policy which is 2016 - 2025.



Questions - Written Answers

648

Some specifics regarding actions which the Deputy has requested information on are as fol-
lows:

Action 1.4 - The Department of Health, in collaboration with the HSE is working with the 
Department of Education and Skills on the development of a ‘whole of school’ healthy lifestyle 
programme.  This approach includes schools curriculum, policies, environment and working 
with parents and the community.  Potable water provision is an integral part in policies pertain-
ing to nutrition, physical activity and wellbeing of children.  My Department does not have a 
direct function in relation to rolling out initiatives in school settings as this is a matter for the 
Minister for Education and Skills.  However both Departments are in discussion on how best to 
progress measures relating to healthy lifestyles in the school setting.

Action 1.8 - My Department has published a paper regarding a levy on Sugar Sweetened 
Drinks - “Introducing a Tax on Sugar Sweetened Drinks - Health Rationale, Options and Rec-
ommendations,”   which is available on the Department’s website and which will support the 
Department of Finances’ budget proposals to introduce a Sugar Sweetened Drinks levy in 2018 
and which is contained in the Programme for Government. 

Action 1.10 - An amount of work has been undertaken and is ongoing in relation to the evi-
dence review of fiscal measures on products that are high in fat, sugar and salt.  The Institute 
of Public Health is currently reviewing patterns of sugar sweetened drinks consumption as a 
contribution to this work.  This Department will continue research in this area including on fac-
tors that may influence behaviour change relating to diet.

Action 2.1 - Drafting has already commenced on potential terms of reference for the estab-
lishment of a working group to develop a set of guidelines in relation to the built environment.  
The group will comprise relevant Government Departments, The Health Services Executive, 
County and City Councils, Academics and Professional Bodies among others.

The National Physical Activity Plan also contains a number of actions in relation to the built 
environment, including the development of guidelines and a programme of continuous profes-
sional development for those working in the built environment to promote the importance of 
physical activity.  However, the undertaking of an audit of schools and learning centres would 
be a matter for the Department of Education and Skills as my Department does not have respon-
sibility for school infrastructure and development. 

Action 10.2 - Certain preparatory work has been undertaken with regard to the require-
ments in relation to nutritional health surveillance.  Public health surveillance is the ongoing, 
systematic collection, analysis and interpretation of data for use in planning, implementation 
and evaluation of public health practice.  The annual Healthy Ireland Survey is among the ac-
tivities undertaken by the Department to enhance the range of reliable information available to 
it.  The Survey was commissioned to enhance data collection and monitoring capacity in the 
implementation of Healthy Ireland.  The survey results include information on diet and nutri-
tion including data on eating habits, the consumption of fruit and vegetables, the consumption 
of snacks and sugar sweetened drinks, and the use of folic acid supplements.  This is being 
utilised to advance our knowledge and understanding of the Obesity problem.

Two waves of the Survey have been published, and are available at:  http://www.healthyire-
land.ie/about/research/healthy-ireland-survey/.  A third report will be published later this year.

02/05/2017WRMMM03400Physical Education

02/05/2017WRMMM035001135. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health his plans to roll out 
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national initiatives to increase physical activity for children in schools as part of the national 
physical activity plan; if he will work with the Minister for Education and Skills to examine 
the need for physical activity and education to be part of the education syllabus from early 
childhood education to secondary level and to be part of teacher training; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [20835/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
Get Ireland Active! The National Physical Activity Plan for Ireland (NPAP) is one of the key 
developments arising from Healthy Ireland, the framework for improving health and wellbeing 
across the population.  One of the most important aspects of Healthy Ireland is the recognition 
that no single Government Department, organisation or agency can make Ireland a healthier na-
tion, but that all sectors of society and the whole of Government need to be proactively involved 
in improving the health and wellbeing of the population. 

While my Department has responsibility for the strategic planning and coordination of the 
implementation of the Framework actions, the NPAP identifies and assigns responsibility for 
leadership on the implementation of specific actions to named Departments, organisations or 
agencies.  The NPAP has highlighted the need to encourage more children to be active.  A num-
ber of actions were included in the Plan and approved by Government to ensure that progress 
was made in supporting and encouraging more children to be active in school settings.  My 
Department does not have a direct function in relation to rolling out initiatives in school settings 
as this is a matter for the Minister for Education and Skills. 

In particular, actions 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 19 and 21 of the NPAP, which include initiatives to 
promote physical activity in schools, implement the contents of the physical education curricu-
lum, and further develop teacher training, are the responsibility of the Minister for Education 
and Skills.

  Question No. 1136 answered with Question No. 1130.

02/05/2017WRMMM03800Health Services

02/05/2017WRMMM039001137. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he has given consideration to 
the resourcing of lymphedema services in Dublin; the number of persons that are being treated 
for both primary and secondary lymphedema; the location of services provided for its treatment 
in Dublin; his plans to increase the resourcing of this treatment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20840/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/05/2017WRMMM04100Coillte Teoranta

02/05/2017WRMMM042001138. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will make funding available through Coillte for required repair and maintenance of paths at 
an amenity (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19385/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I understand 
that the amenity to which the Deputy refers, namely Castlemorris Woods Walk, Knocktopher, 
Co. Kilkenny, is part of the Coillte forest estate.  Coillte CGA was established as a private com-
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mercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-to-day operational matters, such as the 
management of their lands, are the responsibility of the company.

The matter was, however, raised with Coillte who confirmed that Castlemorris Wood is one 
of the company’s properties and advised that Coillte receives recreation funding from the De-
partment of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

I understand that the Castlemorris property is a mixed use wood combining recreation, bio-
diversity and commercial objectives.  Coillte is aware that this area is used a lot by recreational 
walkers and, over the last number of years, has spent some money on erecting signage for rec-
reational users and on maintaining the walking tracks and trails in this area.  Coillte adds that, 
as part of its 2017 plans, it has allocated some money to Castlemorris woods to repair walking 
trails and I understand that this work will be carried out in the next few months. 

Coillte also advised that there was a recent harvesting operation at Castlemorris and that, 
in line with the company’s normal forestry operations, the roads are currently being repaired 
post-harvesting.

02/05/2017WRMMM04400GLAS Administration

02/05/2017WRMMM045001139. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the 2017 traditional farm building grants scheme will open for applications; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19532/17]

02/05/2017WRMMM04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The second 
tranche of GLAS Traditional Farm Buildings Grant Scheme closed for applications on 18 No-
vember 2016.  The scheme is administered by The Heritage Council on behalf of my Depart-
ment.  A total of 93 applications were shortlisted and grant offers will issue to the successful 
applicants by mid May.

I plan to open a further tranche of this very successful scheme later this year for applications 
for works to be undertaken in 2018.

02/05/2017WRNNN00200Beekeeping Industry

02/05/2017WRNNN003001140. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the grant aids, incentives and other supports which are currently available to persons and or-
ganisations (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19714/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment provides a range of supports and initiatives to encourage and assist beekeepers and the 
beekeeping associations recognising the important role bees play within agriculture and for 
biodiversity as both pollinators and honey producers: the value of honey bees as pollinators far 
exceeding their value as honey producers.

In terms of grants directly available to individual beekeepers and national beekeeping as-
sociations, my Department implements the annual Scheme of Investment Aid for the Develop-
ment of the Commercial Horticulture Sector under which beekeepers can apply for funding.  
This competitive grant aid Scheme is fully funded by the Irish Exchequer and provides up to 
40% grant aid (50% for approved applicants under 35 years of age) towards the cost of ap-
proved capital investments in specialised horticultural equipment and buildings.  These include 
investments in bee breeding and honey production equipment as well as facilities e.g. honey 
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houses, honey extractors and bottling equipment. Grant aid is not paid for bee colonies.  The 
minimum proposed investment for beekeepers is €2,000 excluding VAT. 

In addition my Department also pays annual grants to Irish National Beekeepers associa-
tions to help their associated members and branches to pursue the craft of beekeeping to the 
highest standards and to also inform the general public about the environmental role that bees 
play in maintaining Irish bio-diversity and crop production. 

Recognising the importance of maintaining a healthy honey bee population the Department 
has put a number of measures in place over time.  These include establishment of a sentinel api-
ary programme, introduction of legislation relating to the control of diseases in bees, funding 
to cover the costs of bee disease diagnosis, controls on the imports of bees and co-funding of 
Ireland’s National Apiculture Programme.

The National Apiculture programme 2016-2019, which is co-funded by the EU and my 
Department, is providing annual funding totalling €72,000 towards research projects aimed at 
improving overall honey bee health in Ireland.  The current National Apiculture Programme is 
exploring the efficacy of alternative controls for Varroa under Irish conditions as well as moni-
toring Irish over-winter colony losses, in addition to providing technical assistance to beekeep-
ers through workshops and lectures at local associations of the federation of Irish Beekeepers.  
This applied research programme has a strong emphasis on dissemination of results to beekeep-
ers and is designed to benefit all Irish beekeepers. 

Potential funding for beekeeping groups is also available under the Scheme for Conserva-
tion of Genetic Resources to develop breeding programmes/strategies to protect the Irish Dark 
Native Honey Bees. 

This year my Department is providing further support through funding the cost of sample 
analysis for all samples submitted by beekeepers to the Bee Disease diagnostic service provided 
by Teagasc at Oakpark in Carlow. This means that beekeepers can now submit samples of bees 
or honey for disease diagnosis for free.

02/05/2017WRNNN00500Veterinary Inspection Service

02/05/2017WRNNN006001141. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 297 of 2 March 2017 and based on 2016 figures, 
the amount of revenue that would be forgone in each category in the livestock sector if the fee 
amount for each species was reduced by percentages (details supplied), in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19149/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The revenue 
from the collection of veterinary inspection fees on the export of live animals in 2016 is set out 
in the table to facilitate the calculations referred to by the Deputy.

Animal Fees collected
HORSES €69,000
PIGS €147,000
SHEEP €24,000
CATTLE €638,000
OTHER ANIMALS €5,000
TOTAL €883,000
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I am very conscious of the vital role that live exports play in stimulating price competition 
and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers.  The ongoing search for new third coun-
try markets is a priority for my Department, particularly in the context of Brexit.  Last month, 
I outlined a plan for my Department to increase international market access for Irish food and 
drink exports. 

In relation to veterinary inspection fees on live exports of calves, the Deputy will be aware 
that, earlier this year, I reduced the fees payable on younger bovines in order to remove the dis-
proportionate impact of these fees on exports of calves relative to older animals.

Total live exports of cattle amounted to 146,000 in 2016.  To date this year, cattle exports 
amounted to approximately 87,000 head, a 40% increase on the same period last year. 

The value of live pig exports amounted to approximately €45m last year, with about 414,000 
head exported to Northern Ireland.  Sheep exports increased to nearly 48,000 head last year, up 
from 32, 000 in 2015.

Animal health and animal welfare are important contributory factors to the quality and 
safety of food and to the prevention of the spread of animal diseases.  The veterinary inspec-
tion of live animals for export contributes to maintaining Ireland’s reputation as an exporter of 
livestock of high health status, which is vital to my Department’s efforts to source additional 
markets abroad.

02/05/2017WRNNN00800Agriculture Scheme Applications

02/05/2017WRNNN009001142. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19171/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): No appli-
cation for the Reconstitution Scheme (Windblow - Storm Darwin) has been received for the 
person named or anyone by the surname given or anyone at the address given.  The contract 
number (CN) supplied is also incorrect.

The last reference provided refers to different parties. 

02/05/2017WRNNN01100Animal Feedstuffs

02/05/2017WRNNN012001143. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount of animal feed imported in each of the years 2010 to 2015; the top five countries of 
origin of the feed, in tabular form; and if he has given consideration to the concerns expressed 
by an organisation (details supplied). [19172/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table sets out the information requested by the Deputy:

YEAR Total Animal Feed Imported   
(Tonnes)

Top 5 countries of origin

2010 3,644,703 United KingdomUnited 
StatesArgentinaFranceBrazil
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YEAR Total Animal Feed Imported   
(Tonnes)

Top 5 countries of origin

2011 2,543,107 United StatesArgentinaUnit-
ed KingdomFranceCanada

2012 3,051,687 ArgentinaUnited StatesFran-
cePolandNetherlands

2013 3,411,548 United StatesArgentinaFran-
cePolandUkraine

2014 2,837,488 United StatesArgentin-
aFranceCanadaUnited 
Kingdom

2015 2,875,923 ArgentinaUnited States-
FranceCanadaUnited King-
dom

In terms of the use of biofuels and consequent availability of by-products for the feed indus-
try, the 2009 Renewable Energy Directive (as amended by the 2015 ILUC Directive), limits to 
7% the amount of energy from crop based biofuels, whose use could lead to Indirect Land-Use 
Change (ILUC) that Member States can count towards their 2020 renewable energy targets in 
transport. 

In November 2016, the European Commission published a proposal for a new Renewables 
Directive that envisages an overall European Union renewable energy target of at least 27% in 
2030.  It is proposed in the draft Directive that the amount of energy from crop based biofuels 
which can be counted towards renewable transport targets in the period after 2020 will be pro-
gressively reduced to 3.8% in 2030.  I am satisfied that the proposed changes will not have a 
demonstrable effect on the supply of animal feed in future years.

It is important that biofuel production deliver required greenhouse gas savings and not im-
pact negatively on food production and land use.  It is also important that the development of 
advanced biofuels, which pose little risk of ILUC, are encouraged and measures to incentivise 
the production of these biofuels are contained in the ILUC Directive and the proposed new 
Renewables Directive. 

It is anticipated the ILUC Directive will be transposed into Irish legislation by DCCAE by 
the deadline of 10 September 2017.

02/05/2017WRNNN01400Sugar Quotas Abolition

02/05/2017WRNNN015001144. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that from 1 October 2017, the quota for sugar and the 
minimum price for sugar beet will be abolished and that sugar beet growers will lose a third of 
their CAP subsidies in 2018; his views on preferential trade arrangements introduced by the EU 
(details supplied). [19173/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): By way of 
explanation I would like to give the Deputy a short background to this issue.  My Government 
colleague Minister Coveney sought agreement at EU level to allow for the growing of sugar 
beet for the manufacture of sugar/bioethanol, at the earliest possible date.  In this connection, 
he secured agreement as part of the overall CAP reform package at the final EU Council of Ag-
riculture Ministers, which he chaired in June 2013, to abolish all sugar quotas by 30 September 
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2017.  This agreement removes, with effect from 1 October 2017, the current EU quota barrier 
for operators in Ireland or other Member State, wishing to re-establish a sugar industry and this 
opportunity has been broadly welcomed.

Two commercial groups have conducted feasibility studies into the possibility of establish-
ing a new sugar/bioethanol production facility but it is important that any venture to develop a 
combined sugar/bioethanol production facility in Ireland, would have to be a viable commercial 
proposition, and supported by a sufficiently robust business case in order to attract the funding 
from investors for the very substantial capital investment required. 

The 2009 Renewable Energy Directive (as amended by the 2015 ILUC Directive), limits to 
7% the amount of energy from crop based biofuels, whose use could lead to Indirect Land-Use 
Change (ILUC), that Member States can count towards their 2020 renewable energy targets 
in transport.  In November 2016, the European Commission published a proposal for a new 
Renewables Directive that envisages an overall European Union renewable energy target of at 
least 27% in 2030.  It is proposed in the draft Directive that the amount of energy from crop 
based biofuels which can be counted towards renewable transport targets in the period after 
2020 will be progressively reduced to 3.8% in 2030. 

While recognising that a resource-efficient agriculture and land use sector can play an im-
portant role in supporting use of 2nd and 3rd generation biofuels, it is equally important that 
bio-fuel production deliver greenhouse gas savings and not impact negatively on food produc-
tion and land use. 

In conclusion, I am also pleased to confirm the current Programme for a Partnership Gov-
ernment makes clear that “State enterprise bodies will be asked to examine any substantial 
business plans related to rebuilding the industry with a view to considering appropriate State 
supports”.  It is now available to those interested parties to move the project forward and to 
garner sufficient commercial and financial support to turn their plans into a viable reality.

02/05/2017WRNNN01700GLAS Applications

02/05/2017WRNNN018001145. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an application by persons (details supplied) in County Wexford for a GLAS payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19230/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named submitted an application for GLAS 3 which needed to be reviewed.  This review has 
now been completed and the application of person named has now been approved into the 
scheme with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017.  The approval letter with this 
decision will issue to the persons named shortly.

02/05/2017WRNNN02000Irish Land Commission

02/05/2017WRNNN021001146. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to make historical Land Commission records available to the public; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19263/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are no 
immediate plans to make the 8.8 million or so records of the former Commission generally 
available to the public for research purposes or otherwise as they are still working documents 
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and have not been handed over to the National Archives.  My officials regularly access these 
records or service queries from the public relating to current and past transactions and for the 
full completion of the work of the Land Commission.  Clearly Data Protection issues can arise 
here particularly with regard to the General Data Protection Regulation which comes into ef-
fect in Ireland in 2018.  Wider access will be a matter for consideration when the completion 
of the work of the former ILC is at a more advanced stage.  The records which are available in 
paper format only are fragile, some dating back as afar as the late 1800’s and are an irreplace-
able resource should they get damaged.  In order to maintain them it is essential that they are 
handled and stored appropriately.  Opening up access to these files cannot be considered un-
til appropriate measures are undertaken to minimise potential damage from routine handling.  
While limited access is granted to persons on application, the office does not provide a research 
facility as the provision of such a service  would require much greater resources than those cur-
rently available.  Furthermore, this would require consultation with the National Archives and 
consideration of the National Archives Act 1986.  However I am continuing to keep the matter 
under review.

02/05/2017WRNNN02300Diplomatic Representation

02/05/2017WRNNN024001147. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 512 of 28 March 2017, the number of attachés 
stationed at each embassy indicated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19266/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Further to 
my response of 28 March 2017 the following table indicates the number of agriculture attachés 
in the  locations identified.  

Abu Dhabi - 1

Beijing - 1

Geneva - 1

London - 1

Moscow - 1

Paris -1

Rome - 1

Washington - 1

Permanent Representation Brussels - Brussels - 4 staff (2 attachés, 1 Counsellor and 1 Ex-
ecutive Officer).

02/05/2017WRNNN02600Bord Iascaigh Mhara Staff

02/05/2017WRNNN027001148. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if provisions are in place to allow holders of BIM lifejackets to take these jackets off the boats 
they were originally registered to; if not, if such provisions can be put in place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19314/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN028001149. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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if the requirements for acquiring a BIM lifejacket can be amended to allow for the acquisition 
of a jacket without being first assigned to a boat in view of the fact that fishing vessels require 
persons to have a BIM jacket but that a jacket cannot be acquired until a person is assigned to a 
boat; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19315/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN029001150. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if steps will be put in place to ensure that BIM lifejackets unique to the person that acquired 
them will be kept with them should that person be fired from their employment on a certain boat 
in view of the fact that at the moment those lifejackets are kept by the owner of the boat and not 
the person the jacket is registered to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19316/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1148 to 1150, inclusive, together.

Bord Iascaigh Mhara operates a Fleet Safety Scheme and an Enhanced Safety Scheme with 
Exchequer funding from my Department.

The Fleet Safety Scheme provides grant aid to the owners of registered fishing vessels 
for the purchase and installation of safety items, including statutory lifesaving, fire-fighting, 
navigation and communication equipment listed in the Scheme brochure.  This includes life 
jackets, personal flotation devices and personal locator beacons (non-integrated).  Grant aid 
is a maximum of 60% of eligible costs for vessels under 12 metres and 40% for other vessels, 
with  maximum amounts of aid specified for different size vessels.

The Enhanced Safety Scheme provides a one-day training course designed to provide skip-
pers and crew of registered fishing vessels with up-to-date training in personal survival tech-
niques, fist-aid, fire-prevention and health and safety in the workplace.  The owner of a regis-
tered fishing vessel applies for this training in respect of his or her skipper and crew and pays a 
fee for each individual.  The owner receives, for each course participant, a voucher to cover the 
full cost from designated outlets of a personal flotation device (PFD) with integrated personal 
locator beacon for use by the skipper or crew member while on board.  The fee paid covers a 
portion of the cost of the PFD and the provision of the PFD is equivalent to a grant to the vessel 
owner of 40% to 60%, depending on vessel size.  The PFD remains the property of the vessel 
owner, as he or she was the grant applicant and paid for the balance of the cost through the 
course fee.  If the vessel owner disposes of the PFD within 5 years, he or she must refund BIM 
the value of the grant.

Any skipper or crew member moving to a different vessel should be provided by the vessel 
owner with a PFD.  Where necessary, the vessel owner should apply to BIM through the En-
hanced Safety Scheme for a training and a new PFD for the individual concerned.  A PFD may 
also be re-registered to the crew member’s new vessel by agreement between the vessel owners.

02/05/2017WRNNN03100Horse Racing Ireland

02/05/2017WRNNN032001151. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider changing back the name of a horse racing track (details supplied) in view of the 
fact its previous name was more synonymous with the area it is located in. [19317/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body responsible for the overall administration, promotion 
and development of the horse racing industry.

The matter referred to by the Deputy is an operational matter for HRI.
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In line with Dail procedures, this request can be made directly to HRI using the dedicated 
email address: oireachtas@hri.ie.  The Deputy’s question has already been passed on by my 
Department via this mechanism.

02/05/2017WRNNN03400Rural Development Plan

02/05/2017WRNNN035001152. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to extend the pilot scheme with regard to pearl mussels to bring in new members; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19322/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I presume 
the Deputy is referring to the Kerry Life scheme.  I am glad to say that under the Locally-Led 
measure of the Irish Rural Development Programme we have firm plans for the introduction of 
an extensive new scheme targeting the conservation of the freshwater pearl mussel.  This will 
focus on a number of key areas which are critical for the survival of the mussel, including a 
number of areas in Kerry.  While the detail of the new scheme has yet to be worked out, I envis-
age that it will complement the work of the Kerry Life project and will work closely with that 
project in many respects.

The first step for my Department is to recruit a dedicated project team capable of delivering 
this new scheme at local level in a number of different areas across the country.  Once in place 
this team will begin to design the measure in consultation with all stakeholders, including the 
local farming communities, and will then directly recruit farmers to the scheme.

02/05/2017WRNNN03700Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Applications

02/05/2017WRNNN038001153. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) who has completed a project will have a field inspection in 
order to progress a grant payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19335/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named has submitted a payment claim for completed investment works under the Young Farm-
ers Capital Investment Scheme of TAMS 11.

The payment processing checks are completed and payment will issue to the person con-
cerned in the near future.

02/05/2017WRNNN04000Animal Welfare

02/05/2017WRNNN041001154. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 439 of 28 March 2017 regarding greyhound exports, the specific 
countries which do and do not provide the expected levels of greyhound care and management 
as defined in the IGB’s Code of Practice; and the position of China and Pakistan in this regard. 
[19344/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na 
gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine. 
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Bord na gCon’s position with regard to greyhound welfare is illustrated by its commitment 
to and enforcement of welfare regulations in Ireland.

Bord na gCon has informed me that it has no control of events outside the jurisdiction of 
Ireland and has no statutory function regarding the regulation of greyhound exports. However, 
Bord na gCon advises all owners involved in the export of greyhounds to only export to desti-
nations that provide the expected levels of greyhound care and management as defined within 
Bord na gCon’s Code of Practice.

Bord na gCon have informed me that it is an active member of the International Greyhound 
Welfare Forum (membership of this Forum includes representatives from Dogs Trust, ISPCA, 
Blue Cross) and it is expected that the members of this Forum will, in the near future, make 
recommendations as to suitable destinations where greyhounds may be exported to.

02/05/2017WRNNN04300Laboratory Facilities

02/05/2017WRNNN044001155. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the names of the persons that wrote the report to close the three regional veterinary laborato-
ries in counties Kilkenny, Limerick and Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19345/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN045001156. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he or a committee will make the final decision on the closing of regional veterinary labora-
tories in counties Kilkenny, Limerick and Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19346/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN046001157. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the next steps the report penned on the closing of regional veterinary laboratories in counties 
Kilkenny, Limerick and Sligo recommends to be taken; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19347/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN047001158. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason the regional veterinary laboratory in County Sligo will be closed in view its impor-
tance to farmers therein; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19348/17]

02/05/2017WRNNN04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1155 to 1158, inclusive, together.

My Department tasked a working group, led by Professor Alan Reilly, and comprising se-
nior officials of the Department with undertaking a review of its laboratory services, including 
both its Central Laboratory complex in Backweston, Co. Kildare and its network of Regional 
Laboratories in Athlone, Cork, Kilkenny, Limerick and Sligo.  The ultimate objective of this 
review is to assist the Department in developing a long-term strategy for its laboratories that 
builds on existing capability and expertise in animal health, food safety and plant sciences, and 
ensures that it achieves both operational and scientific excellence.

The Working Group has presented a report to the Department, which makes recommenda-
tions on:  

- Oversight and co-ordination of the laboratories activities; 

- Re-organisation of Divisions and support functions within the Central Laboratory com-
plex; 
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- Options for the future development of the Regional Laboratories – with a view to im-
proving disease investigative and surveillance capability but with the over-riding imperative of 
maintaining and enhancing services to farmers; and 

- Human resources management within the laboratories - with a focus on grading structures, 
career development opportunities and workforce planning.

To date no decision has been taken in respect of the options proposed for the Regional Vet-
erinary Laboratories (RVLs).  My Department is currently completing a consultative process 
with all relevant stakeholders on the Working Group report (including on the options for RVLs).  
A cost-benefit analysis of the various options proposed will be undertaken.  Any decision on the 
RVLs will be informed by the consultative process and the outcome of the cost-benefit analysis.

02/05/2017WROOO00150Basic Payment Scheme Administration

02/05/2017WROOO002001159. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to fund the national reserve in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19367/17]

02/05/2017WROOO00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU Regula-
tions governing the National Reserve provide that funding for the replenishment of the Reserve 
may be obtained by means of surrender of entitlements that remain unused by farmers for two 
consecutive years and by claw-back derived following the transfer of entitlements without land, 
which applies to the sale of entitlements without land in Ireland.  The Regulations also provide 
for the application of a linear cut to the value of all farmers’ entitlements to replenish the Na-
tional Reserve.  A linear cut to the value of all Basic Payment Scheme entitlements has provided 
a fund of just over €5 million for the National Reserve in 2017. 

Decisions in relation to the National Reserve in 2018 will be made once the position on 
potential funding at the end of 2017 has been established.  Consultation between Department 
officials and the Direct Payments Advisory Committee comprising members of the main farm-
ing organisations, agricultural education and farm advisory bodies takes place annually as part 
of the decision making process for the National Reserve.

02/05/2017WROOO00350Departmental Staff Recruitment

02/05/2017WROOO004001160. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine when recruitment of staff to the veterinary laboratories will commence; and his 
plans to return staff numbers to previous levels. [19371/17]

02/05/2017WROOO00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Recruitment 
to the Department’s Veterinary Laboratories is an ongoing process.  For example, appointments 
have most recently been made at Research Officer (veterinarian), Laboratory Analyst and Sero-
logical Assistant grades, and a confined competition is underway to establish a panel for Labo-
ratory Analyst positions in Cork.  Resource requirements are considered in light of the overall 
needs of the Department, in line with guidelines set by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

02/05/2017WROOO00550Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme
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02/05/2017WROOO006001161. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine his plans to continue the agriculture cashflow support loan scheme in budget 2018. 
[19372/17]

02/05/2017WROOO00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The “Agricul-
ture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme” was developed by my Department in co-operation with 
the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI), making €150 million available to farmers 
at interest rates of 2.95%.  One of my priorities has been to address the impact of the change in 
the sterling exchange rate and lower commodity prices in some agriculture sectors.  Distributed 
and administered through AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank, the Scheme provides farmers 
with a low cost, flexible source of working capital and will allow them to pay down more ex-
pensive forms of short-term debt, ensuring the ongoing financial sustainability of viable farm-
ing enterprises.

SBCI uses the €25 million of public funding provided by my Department to leverage the 
total amount of €150 million and, along with the European Investment Fund’s ‘COSME’ (the 
EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs), is providing the guarantee 
required to underpin the loan’s flexibility and lower the cost of the loans.  My Department’s 
contribution of €25 million includes €11 million from the EU’s ‘exceptional adjustment aid 
for milk and other livestock farmers’.  It was this exceptional aid package which facilitated the 
Scheme from an EU State Aid perspective and additional funding is not possible under this par-
ticular arrangement.  Other sectors, such as tillage and horticulture, were facilitated by national 
funding under the ‘de minimis’ State Aid rules.

I am pleased at the very positive reaction by farmers to the Scheme, which has proved that 
significant demand exists for low cost flexible finance.  I am currently meeting with the Chief 
Executives of the participating banks to discuss this and other issues relating access to finance 
in the agri-food sector.  I am asking the banks to respond positively to this demand by reducing 
interest rates and providing more flexible terms for cash flow loans in the future.

02/05/2017WROOO00750Greyhound Industry

02/05/2017WROOO008001162. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the greyhound industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19399/17]

02/05/2017WROOO00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

Greyhound racing is a traditional industry and a sport which plays an integral role in rural 
society and economy. In 2010 a report by Jim Power, Economic Consultant, commissioned by 
Bord na gCon, estimated that the greyhound racing industry was responsible for sustaining in 
excess of 10,000 full and part-time jobs directly and indirectly, many in rural communities, and 
injected an estimated €500 million into local economies. 

Successive Governments have recognised the importance of the greyhound racing industry, 
and have supported them through legislation and policy initiatives down through the years.

Since 2002, well in excess of 10 million people have attended greyhound racing meetings.

Annual attendances at greyhound racing declined over the course of the recession.  Grey-
hound racing was not immune from the impact of the downturn and in particular the reduction 
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in consumer disposable income, emigration and the collapse in the construction industry.  Also, 
over the period of the recession Government support for the industry was reduced significantly 
which coincided with the effects of the economic downturn. This has been restored in recent 
years. 

Bord na gCon has informed me that the consumers and fans of greyhound racing are now 
consuming the sport differently, with the growth in social media and online distribution of rac-
ing generally, audience engagement is expanding.  Bord na gCon state that attendance at grey-
hound stadia is beginning to stabilise in more recent times and saw an increase of 1% in 2016.  
Clearly, however, the sector is struggling financially, and there is much more to do to stabilise 
its finances, increase revenues and improve its financial viability. 

Bord na gCon recognises that the welfare of the greyhounds is paramount and it adopts the 
best identified practices to ensure that the highest welfare standards are achieved.  During 2016 
circa €1.8m was spent by Bord na gCon in support of Regulatory and Welfare efforts.  Bord 
na gCon will continue to enhance all aspects of greyhound welfare and ensure that the highest 
standards of performance and consistency are delivered when formulating strategy and appro-
priate policies.

As reported on the Bord na gCon website www.igb.ie, Bord na gCon, through its Welfare 
Officers, conducted in excess of 500 kennel inspections during 2016 and imposed 23 sanctions.

The Irish Retired Greyhound Trust, (which is jointly funded by Bord na gCon and contri-
butions from owners), is primarily focused on the preparation of greyhounds for rehoming, 
including transportation, to the various European and U.S.  Rehoming Agencies along with 
providing assistance to Private Greyhound Rehoming Agencies.

Bord na gCon has informed me that Bord na gCon contributed the sum of circa €95,000 to 
the Irish Greyhound Trust Fund in 2016 and in addition to this provided the sum of €11,000 to-
wards the neutering/spaying costs of greyhounds which were rehomed through the Irish Retired 
Greyhound Trust Rehoming Scheme in 2016.

During 2015 and 2016 the Trust was successful in securing homes for 1,675 retired grey-
hounds, (694 were rehomed through agencies assisted by the Irish Greyhound Welfare Trust).

Where any breaches of welfare standards are identified under the Welfare of Greyhounds 
Act 2011, Bord na gCon has advised me that it takes stringent actions and prosecutions ensue in 
accordance with the Act.  More can be done, and I have recently introduced the heads of a bill 
that will strengthen the Board’s regulatory powers.

02/05/2017WROOO00950Aquaculture Licence Applications

02/05/2017WROOO010001163. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a decision will be made on an aquaculture and foreshore licence application by a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19403/17]

02/05/2017WROOO01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion for an aquaculture licence referred to by the Deputy is in respect of a site located in Castle-
maine Harbour, which is designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats 
Directive and a Special Protection Area under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 site).

All applications in ‘Natura’ areas are required to be appropriately assessed for the purpose 
of environmental compliance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives.  My Department, in 
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conjunction with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) is 
engaged in a comprehensive programme of gathering the necessary baseline data appropriate to 
the Conservation Objectives of ‘Natura’ areas.  This data collection programme is substantially 
complete.  This is followed by data analysis and the setting of appropriate Conservation Objec-
tives by the NPWS.  Once this process is complete all new, renewal and review aquaculture 
applications can be appropriately assessed for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the EU 
Birds and Habitats Directives.  

The Appropriate Assessment of Castlemaine Harbour has been completed and the relevant 
licensing determinations have been made based on applications to hand at the time of the as-
sessment.

The specific application referred by the Deputy was submitted to my Department subse-
quent to the carrying out of the Appropriate Assessment process for this harbour.  Accordingly, 
it was not possible to assess this application against the designated Conservation Objectives for 
the harbour. 

The optimum method for appropriately assessing applications by individual operators, who 
were not included in the initial overall assessment procedure, is under active consideration by 
my Department.  The process must comply with best scientific practice and be achieved in a 
manner which will be acceptable to the national authorities and to the EU Commission. 

In the meantime, the assessment procedures agreed with the EU Commission require Ap-
propriate Assessments in respect of aquaculture activities to be carried out by the national au-
thorities and unilateral departure from these arrangements is not possible.

Every effort is being made to expedite the conclusion of this matter as soon as possible. 

02/05/2017WROOO01150Harness Racing Industry

02/05/2017WROOO012001164. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the report by a company (details supplied) into harness racing here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19405/17]

02/05/2017WROOO01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Indecon 
report on the Harness Racing Sector is well advanced and I understand that it is due to be sub-
mitted to the Department shortly.

02/05/2017WROOO01350Fish Quotas

02/05/2017WROOO014001165. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider changing the criteria relating to the allocation of herring and mackerel quotas 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19435/17]

02/05/2017WROOO01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In relation 
to mackerel quota, as the Deputy may be aware, I received a request from the Irish South and 
West Fish Producer Organisation to allocate the increase over 2016 of Ireland’s mackerel quota 
for 2017 entirely to the Polyvalent Segment on a 1 year pilot basis in exchange for the recipient 
vessels forgoing demersal fishing in order to gauge the impact on the demersal vessels. 

This matter has generated a lot of discussion in the industry and the Minister has received 
many representations on the matter.  After having carefully considered the matter, I decided 
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that, without prejudice, there is a case for a review of the policy on allocations between the 
RSW Pelagic segment and the polyvalent segment of the fleet, taking account of request by the 
IS&WFO.  In that regard, I decided that I am restricting consideration to the increased quota for 
Ireland in 2017 over that in 2016.  

It is important to note that I have not made any decision at this time to change the allocations 
between the segments in respect of this part of the quota.  All relevant issues will be carefully 
evaluated and subject to a full consultation with stakeholders before I decide if any amendment 
to the policy is justified for the proper and effective management of the mackerel fishery.

The public consultation process concluded on 28th February 2017 and 353 submissions 
were received. All submissions are currently being evaluated. 

To support transparency in this process, it is intended that all views received on the Con-
sultation Document and/or any clarification provided will be publicly made available on the 
Department’s website.  Following the closure of the formal consultation process, any meeting 
that may be held with stakeholders will be open to all interested stakeholders that have engaged 
in the public consultation.

In relation to herring quota, as the Deputy may be aware, the Herring fishery consists of 
the Atlanto-Scandian Herring (ASH) Fishery, the Celtic Sea Herring (CSH) Fishery, the North 
West Herring (NWH) Fishery and the Irish Sea Herring Fishery.  Revised policy in relation to 
the management of herring stocks was announced in June 2012 following intensive consulta-
tion with industry and other key stakeholders

The Deputy may be particularly interested in the NWH fishery. In this regard, the access 
arrangements for vessels to the main fishery was established in 2012 based on track record in 
2010 and earlier years.  This is an autumn fishery and vessels eligible for this fishery are allo-
cated an annual allocation. Up to 5% of the quota is also made available for vessels under 20m 
without a track record on the basis of modest monthly catch limits.  However, this policy for 
North West herring was set aside on an exceptional basis in 2016 following consultation with 
stakeholders to facilitate a wide scale scientific stock assessment, the main focus of which was 
to sample the stock. With this in mind, the overall adjusted quota for Ireland in 2016 was 2,703 
tonnes and for 2017 is 2,112 tonnes.  Arrangements for the 2017 North West herring fishery to 
support continued data collection will be considered in consultation with stakeholders.  

Quotas are made available to the owners of licensed sea fishing boats by me in line with the 
provisions of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006 as amended.  It is a matter 
for the owners of fishing vessels to decide the port of landing and I have no role in that regard.

02/05/2017WROOO01550Fishing Industry

02/05/2017WROOO016001166. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ac-
tions that need to be undertaken to protect illegal workers in the fishing industry from exploita-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19447/17]

02/05/2017WROOO01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The matters 
that arose in relation to non-EEA workers in the fishing industry required a cross-Departmental 
and cross-agency response as different Departments and Agencies had the capacity to bring the 
necessary expertise, legislative powers and resources to bear on the issues that were brought to 
light.  To this end an inter-Departmental Task Force was formed by the Government.

The report of the Government’s Task Force on Non-EEA Workers in the Irish Fishing In-
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dustry recommended the establishment of a sector-specific Atypical Worker Permission system 
which is an extension of the existing Atypical Worker Permission schemes administered by the 
Department of Justice and Equality (Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service – INIS).  The 
purpose of this scheme is to provide a structured and transparent framework for the employ-
ment of non-EEA workers within defined segments of the Irish commercial sea-fishing fleet.  
This system was established and is operated through the co-operative efforts of my Department, 
my colleagues the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality and the Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation.

In tandem with the development of this scheme under the aegis of my colleague the Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, 11 Departments or Agencies were brought together and de-
veloped a “Memorandum of Understanding for the Monitoring and Enforcement of the terms of 
Employment of non-EEA crewmen in parts of the Irish Commercial Sea Fishing Fleet pursuant 
to the establishment of the Atypical Worker Permission scheme”.  Up to that point inspections 
on vessels were carried out primarily by the Marine Survey Office and the Health and Safety 
Authority.  Inspectors of the Workplace Relations Commission, based on newly acquired pow-
ers were trained and equipped, with support from a number of marine agencies, to board vessels 
and carry out their own inspections.  In the period 1st June, 2016 to 1st April, 2017 the WRC 
had inspected 80% of the fleet that comes within the aegis of the Atypical Worker Permission 
Scheme.  I am informed the WRC objective is to inspect the remainder by Summer 2017.

My Department established and hosts a Central Depository, the purpose of which is to 
register the eligible contracts and supporting documentation required under the Scheme and to 
ensure that the ceiling of 500 contracts is not exceeded in any 12 month period.  The Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality retains responsibility for immigration matters under the scheme 
while the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) put in place and led by the Department of 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation with relevant State enforcement bodies provides for a rigorous 
and effective inspection system.

02/05/2017WROOO01750Agriculture Scheme Payments

02/05/2017WROOO018001167. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding payments under the 2016 basic payment scheme and the 2015 and 2016 GLAS 
schemes; the status of GLAS payments to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19474/17]

02/05/2017WROOO01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and has 
been paid in full in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases in relation an error with 2016 Basic Payment Scheme.  
Department officials are reviewing this issue to allow the application to be further processed for 
payment in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

02/05/2017WROOO01950State Bodies

02/05/2017WROOO020001168. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the filling of the vacancy for the CAO of the Irish national stud; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19475/17]
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02/05/2017WROOO02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Irish Na-
tional Stud Company Limited is a commercial State Body.  The appointment of a Chief Execu-
tive Officer is a matter for the Board of the Irish National Stud, subject to the consent of the 
relevant Ministers. 

The INS has informed me that the selection process is underway and it is expected that sec-
ond round interviews will take place shortly.

02/05/2017WROOO02150Live Exports

02/05/2017WROOO022001169. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to an issue regarding live animal exports to non-EU states (details 
supplied); his views on the issues raised in this article; if he will ensure that all live animal ex-
ports meet the minimum standards set down by the EU before export agreements are reached 
with Egypt and Iran; the steps he will take to improve inspections; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19491/17]

02/05/2017WROOO02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a vital component of Ireland’s livestock industry.  There are market opportunities for animal 
exports which are separate from and additional to opportunities for meat and meat product ex-
ports.  The Deputy can be assured that both I and my Department will continue to make every 
effort to promote and maintain an environment in which live exports can take place in both an 
economic and sustainable manner, with due regard for the welfare of all animals exported. 

My Department implements strong controls on the welfare of animals being exported, in 
particular through a comprehensive legislative framework relating to the transport of animals 
by sea (The Carriage of Livestock by Sea Regulations 2016 (S.I. 356 of 2016)).  Indeed, Irish 
legislative standards for sea transport are recognised by the EU Commission as being amongst 
the most effective and stringent legislation in force as regards transport by sea.  Only ships ap-
proved by my Department can load cattle for export from Ireland.  Cattle being exported are 
monitored during the prescribed isolation period by Veterinary Inspectors from my Department 
and in some cases by Official Veterinarians from the importing countries.  This is in addition 
to work carried out by Private Veterinary Practitioners who carry out the testing required prior 
to export to enable certification.  Animals are inspected and certified by Official Veterinar-
ians from my Department with regard to their health status and fitness for travel before being 
loaded onto trucks or livestock vessels departing from Ireland. In addition, due regard is taken 
to weather conditions in respect of long distance transport and at times my Department makes 
arrangements to have veterinary assessment during transport and at point of arrival.  

I am aware of the reports referred to by the Deputy. However, it is not practicable for my 
Department to impose EU standards on third countries.  My Department will continue to work 
closely with the people involved in the live export business, with other EU Member States and 
the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), with a view to improving animal welfare (in-
cluding slaughter) practices worldwide.

02/05/2017WROOO02350Animal Welfare

02/05/2017WROOO024001170. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of prosecutions initiated under the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 since its 
introduction in March 2014 by category (details supplied); and the number of these initiated 
prosecutions which have been finalised in court with respect to the categories. [19495/17]
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02/05/2017WROOO02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Animal 
Health and Welfare Act 2013 is the main legal instrument for applying animal welfare standards 
and came into operation in March 2014.  The Act puts clear obligations on owners regarding the 
need to look after animals under their care. 

My Department’s officials are assisted in enforcement of the Act by An Garda Síochána, 
the Customs and Excise service, the NPWS together with authorised officers of the ISPCA, the 
DSPCA and the Turf Club.

The number of prosecutions initiated under the Act (not including those initiated by An 
Garda Síochána) is as follows:

Total Cases by Organisation
DAFM 18
DSPCA 4
ISPCA 44
Investigated jointly by DAFM and ISPCA 1
Investigated jointly by DAFM and NPWS 1
Investigated jointly by ISPCA and Gardaí 1

Cases successfully Prosecuted 
Investigated by DAFM 6
Investigated by DSPCA 1
Investigated by ISPCA 17

02/05/2017WROOO02550Animal Welfare

02/05/2017WROOO026001171. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide sufficient funding to an organisation (details supplied) to recruit enough in-
spectors to cover all 26 counties as recommended by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agri-
culture, Food and the Marine in its report on the welfare of equines in January 2016; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19496/17]

02/05/2017WROOO02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment provided funding of €2,460,500 to 137 animal welfare organisations throughout the coun-
try in December 2016 to assist in protecting animal welfare of all species.  A significant amount 
of this funding (€290,000) was allocated to the ISPCA and an additional amount of €387,000 
was provided to the ISPCA’s affiliate member organisations.  A further amount of €290,000 was 
awarded to the DSPCA. 

This higher level of funding supports increased enforcement by the ISPCA Inspectors and 
there are now eight Inspectors authorised under the Animal Health and Welfare Act (2013).  
Their responsibilities include the enforcement of animal welfare legislation in seventeen coun-
ties around the country.  The work of the ISPCA is complemented by ‘Service Agreements’ with 
the DSPCA (three DSPCA Inspectors) and with the Turf Club (five officials), with the result 
that there are now sixteen authorised officers employed by NGO’s facilitating enforcement of 
equine welfare legislation throughout the entire country. 

A feature of enforcement of welfare legislation is that authorised officers from NGOs at 
times work alongside officials of my Department and the Local Authority on certain enforce-
ment matters, resulting in a very effective and efficient use of resources.  The allocation of the 
funding referred to above to the DSPCA assists it greatly in enforcing equine welfare in the 
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Dublin city and county area thus allowing for ISPCA to concentrate resources in other parts 
of the country.  It should be noted too that over 100 Veterinary Inspectors of my Department 
based in Regional Veterinary offices around the country have responsibilities which include 
the enforcement of equine welfare legislation.  Department officials also provide considerable 
administrative support to the ISPCA to assist its Inspectors in carrying out their work in protect-
ing animal welfare

Generous funding is also provided by my Department to other welfare bodies involved in 
protecting equine welfare, including the Donkey Sanctuary; the Blue Cross; the Irish Horse 
Welfare Trust and Hungry Horse Outside; all of whom are involved in protecting equines in one 
way or another.  Some of the recipients of this funding are working in conjunction with Local 
Authorities and are supported by my Department in developing facilities for urban and travel-
ler horse populations and in educating young people among these communities in the care and 
welfare of horses.

I am satisfied that, having regard to the substantial funding provided by my Department to 
animal welfare organisations (including ISPCA and its affiliates), the implementation of the 
service level agreements with some of these organisations and the Turf Club and the inspection 
resources provided by my own Department, adequate resources are being devoted to the protec-
tion and enforcement of equine welfare.

02/05/2017WROOO02750Live Exports

02/05/2017WROOO028001172. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will suspend the export of live cattle to countries outside the European Union until such 
time as an investigation can be carried out into the recent revelations of poor conditions and 
cruel treatment of cattle at the final destination in view of animal welfare and disease control 
concerns; his views on whether instituting this suspension poses a serious threat to the reputa-
tion of the farming industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19497/17]

02/05/2017WROOO02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a very important component of Ireland’s livestock industry and provide necessary competi-
tion in the market place for Irish cattle and beef.  In view of this, my Department implements 
strong controls in respect of the welfare of animals being exported.  In fact, the current Irish 
standards in relation to the approval of ships for livestock transport are higher than those which 
apply in other EU Member States and are recognised by the EU Commission as being amongst 
the most effective and stringent legislation in force as regards transport by sea.  The higher 
standards are justified not only on sound animal welfare reasons but also because it reflects the 
nature of the shipping routes from this island. Detailed inspections are required before approval 
is given to ships transporting animals. 

I have no proposals to ban or suspend the export of live animals but the Deputy can be as-
sured that, while my Department has no jurisdiction in relation to the implementation of animal 
welfare standards in other countries, both I and my Department will continue to promote and 
maintain an environment in which live exports can take place in both an economic and sustain-
able manner, with due regard for the welfare of all animals exported.  We will continue to work 
closely with all those involved in the live export business, with other EU Member States and the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), with a view to improving animal welfare (includ-
ing slaughter) practices worldwide.

02/05/2017WROOO02950Greyhound Industry
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02/05/2017WROOO030001173. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the greyhound industry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19508/17]

02/05/2017WROOO03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry. Bord na 
gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine.

I understand that BnG, in view of its substantial debt burden, having considered the matter 
and having regard to the recommendations in the Indecon Report, has decided to cease racing at 
Harold’s Cross and initiate the sale of the stadium in order to reduce its debt levels and increase 
its capacity to provide support and assistance to the industry.

While the decision to close Harold’s Cross was taken with regret, its view is that the interests 
of the sector as a whole are best served by concentrating Dublin racing activities in its national 
stadium, Shelbourne Park, which is located approximately two miles from Harold’s Cross. 

Greyhound racing has been part of the Dublin landscape for many years and Bord na gCon 
has informed me that it is their intention that this continues to be the case and that it is further 
developed.

Shelbourne Park has been operating 3 nights per week, which is limited use for a property 
in this location and with the facilities on offer.  There is sufficient capacity in Shelbourne Park 
to accommodate the Harold’s Cross racing schedule there. 

Bord na gCon has informed me that Shelbourne Stadium remains open on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, Fridays and Saturdays for greyhound racing.  The current wave of protests has prevented 
entries for racing, therefore inhibiting the opportunity for customers to enjoy the live racing 
content. 

I am satisfied that the Chairman and Board of Bord na gCon continue to discharge their 
functions and that against the background of a difficult operating environment over the past 
number of years, they are taking positive steps to address the issues identified in the Indecon 
Report, including those in relation to finance, governance and integrity services.

I want to assure you that I am committed to securing the future of the greyhound industry. 
I presented the new Greyhound Industry Bill to Cabinet in early March.  The draft scheme 
has now been referred to the Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine, for pre-
legislative scrutiny. 

The provision of a strong legal framework will support the development of the greyhound 
racing sector in Ireland and ultimately provide a platform to improve its contribution to the 
economy and employment.  It is my firm belief that the future of the greyhound industry is de-
pendent on a strong governance platform, the industry having the highest standards of integrity 
founded on strong regulatory systems and robust animal welfare controls.

02/05/2017WROOO03150Organic Farming Scheme Payments

02/05/2017WROOO032001174. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19519/17]
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02/05/2017WROOO03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named received an advance payment in respect of his 2016 Organic Farming Scheme applica-
tion in December 2016. 

This was a first instalment, based on what was calculated as due at that point in time.  A 
balancing payment for the remainder will issue shortly. 

02/05/2017WROOO03350Export Controls

02/05/2017WROOO034001175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 662 on 31 January 2017, if the authorities in China have 
now formally completed a review of the action plan submitted by officials here as part of efforts 
being made to persuade the authorities in China to lift these restrictions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19521/17]

02/05/2017WROOO03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On 18 April, 
following a constructive and engaging meeting my Chinese counterpart, Minister Zhi Shuping 
and I made a number of significant advances in the development of Irish exports of beef, sea-
food and thoroughbred horses to China.

One of the important points on which we reached agreement was on the proposed certificate 
to accompany consignments of crab exports and this agreement should facilitate the resump-
tion of the crab trade between Ireland and China.  China has become an extremely important 
market for Irish seafood and restoration of this trade is particularly important for Irish seafood 
exporters ahead of BREXIT. 

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) has been engaged with the Chinese authori-
ties (AQSIQ) to achieve the necessary technical agreement on a methodology designed to re-
solve the issue of certification of live crab exports to China.  This agreement is built around 
implementation of a national monitoring programme of live crab intended for export to China.  
The SFPA will implement the monitoring programme and certification will be built upon these 
criteria. 

As heretofore the Chinese authorities will continue to monitor consignments arriving in 
China and the SFPA will liaise with Irish industry to apprise seafood exporters of specific re-
quirements to recommence live crab trade with China.

02/05/2017WRPPP00150GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRPPP002001176. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of persons awaiting GLAS payments nationally, and in County Kerry specifically 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19615/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A total of 
3099 cases, of which 2175 are GLAS 1 and 924 are GLAS 2, have not passed all of the required 
regulatory checks, require further investigation and have therefore not yet been sent for pay-
ment.

Of this number 125 GLAS 1 and 62 GLAS 2 cases are in Co Kerry.  Files continue to be 
reviewed, further processed and sent for payment on a weekly basis as issues are cleared.  The 
Department is also contacting applicants directly if there is an issue which they, the applicant 
needs to address to allow payment to issue.  
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It is acknowledged that there have been delays and issues in respect of the 2016 advance 
payments for GLAS 1 and 2 applicants but it should be noted that 2016 is the first full year 
of payment under the Scheme.  This Scheme is subject to EU regulatory requirements and all 
applications for payment must be cross-checked against a series of Departmental databases 
including the Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS). This has presented significant chal-
lenges due to the complexity of the Scheme and the level of regulatory checks associated with 
the Scheme.  It is however also worth noting that the GLAS Scheme has already exceeded the 
target set out in the Rural Development Plan of 50,000 participants by 2018, achieving this 
target a full year ahead of the schedule.  

My Department is continuing to process payments for all cases which clear all of the regula-
tory checks and is engaging with applicants to progress their payment applications. 

02/05/2017WRPPP00350Greyhound Industry

02/05/2017WRPPP004001177. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
meetings that his Department has had, both internally and externally, with regard to the Irish 
Greyhound Board or the greyhound industry, since 6 May 2016, in tabular form. [19633/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
is the information being sought by the Deputy.

Date of Meeting Topic Internal/External
11th May 2016 State bodies Section Meet-

ing in Cavan
Internal

20th May 2016 Corporate Governance Li-
aison meeting with BnG in 
Limerick HQ

External

31st May 2016 MoS Doyle meeting with the 
chairman and CEO of BnG

External

15th June 2016 State bodies Section Meet-
ing Agriculture House

Internal

24th June 2016 Greyhound legislation meet-
ing in Agriculture House

Internal

27th June 2016 Section Meeting Agriculture 
House

Internal

28th June 2016 State bodies Section Meet-
ing Cavan

Internal

1st July 2016 State bodies Section meeting 
in Agriculture House

Internal

5th July 2016 Meetings with Dublin 
Greyhound Owners and 
Breeders Association & the 
Irish Greyhound Owners & 
Breeders Association

External

11th July 2016 Greyhound legislation meet-
ing in Agriculture House

Internal

20th July 2016 Greyhound legislation meet-
ing Agriculture House

Internal
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Date of Meeting Topic Internal/External
17th August 2016 Greyhound legislation in 

Agriculture House
Internal

24th August 2016 Meeting with BnG in Limer-
ick HQ re greyhound legis-
lation

External

14th September 2016 Meeting with MoS Doyle 
and BnG in Limerick HQ

External

17th October Meeting with GRAI –Grey-
hound Welfare

External

28th October 2016 Coursing Monitoring Com-
mittee Annual Meeting in 
Agriculture House

External

1st November 2016 Greyhound legislation meet-
ing with BnG in Agriculture 
House

External

10th November 2016 Greyhound Stakeholder 
Forum with Minister Doyle 
in Shelbourne Park

External

14th November 2016 Corporate Governance 
liaison meeting with BnG in 
Limerick HQ

External

25th November 2016 Meeting in Agriculture 
House re greyhound legisla-
tion

Internal

30th November 2016 Meeting with the ICC in 
Agriculture House re new 
greyhound legislation

External

6th December 2016 Meeting in Leinster House 
re Horse & Greyhound Rac-
ing Fund (Fund)

External

12th December 2016 Meeting with BNG re Grey-
hound legislation

External

13th December 2016 Greyhound Legislation 
Meeting and Horse and 
Greyhound Racing Fund 
meeting

Internal

14th December 2016 Briefing on Greyhound 
legislation with Oireachtas 
members

External

20th February 2017 State bodies Section meeting 
re legislation in Agriculture 
House

Internal

21st February 2017 Meeting with Minister 
Doyle in Seanad re debate 
on recent developments in 
the greyhound industry

Internal
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Date of Meeting Topic Internal/External
22nd February 2017 Meeting with Minister 

Doyle in Seanad on recent 
developments in the grey-
hound industry

External

28th February 2017 Greyhound Legislation 
Meeting Agriculture House

Internal

2nd March 2017 Meeting on greyhound 
legislation in the Attorney 
General’s Office 

Internal

21st March 2017 Meeting with Dublin GOBA 
and Minister Doyle in Agri-
culture House

External

22nd March 2017 Meeting with the Greyhound 
Phoenix Strategy Group

External

31 March 2017 Meeting in Agriculture 
House on greyhound legisla-
tion

Internal

3rd April 2017 Meeting in Agriculture 
House on greyhound legisla-
tion

Internal

4th April 2017 Joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee on greyhound legislation 
(pre-legislative scrutiny 
phase)

External

In addition to the meetings listed there are regular informal contacts with Bord na gCon to 
discuss current issues pertaining to the greyhound industry. 

02/05/2017WRPPP00550Sea Angling Sector

02/05/2017WRPPP006001178. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the review of replacement capacity requirements under sea fishing boat licensing will be 
completed; if consideration of the 26 submissions has been completed; when the conclusions 
of the review will be published; if this will happen in the second quarter of 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19640/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As Minister I 
have responsibility for policy in relation to sea-fishing boat licensing under Section 3(3) of the 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003, as amended by Section 99 of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime 
Jurisdiction Act 2006.  In this context, Section 3 of the Act makes provision for Ministerial 
Policy Directives to issue to the independent Licensing Authority for Sea-fishing Boats.  I am, 
however, precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to individual cases, or a 
group of cases, with which the Licensing Authority is or may be concerned under Section 3(5) 
of the 2003 Act.

I received proposals from a Producer Organisation (PO) which, in summary, relate to the 
possibility of reducing the requirement to provide 100% replacement capacity with the relevant 
track record to 80% (the balance being sourced from capacity without track record).  I under-
took a public consultation process on these proposals and made a consultation paper available 
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which set out the background to fleet policy and carried out an analysis of the current situation.  
The consultation paper examined the implications of the proposals made by the Producer Or-
ganisation and also put forward alternative options.  This consultation ended on 28 February 
2017.

As the Deputy notes, 26 submissions were received in this regard and they are currently 
being examined.  I will carefully consider, following any further analysis needed, the case for 
amendment(s) to current licensing policy taking into account the submissions received.  I will 
have my conclusions published on the Department’s website, as early as possible.

02/05/2017WRPPP00750Forestry Sector

02/05/2017WRPPP008001179. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
approval is required for the sale of a forest park (details supplied).  [19684/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP009001189. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
stage the sale of a forest park (details supplied) is at; when a decision is likely to be made on 
this sale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19843/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP010001190. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
safeguards being put in place to ensure the new owner of a forest park (details supplied) will be 
obliged to develop the site as a key piece of recreational infrastructure in the region; if as part of 
the sale the new owner will be obliged to invest in the site; if so, the extent; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19845/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP011001191. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
local community will be consulted on the sale of a forest park (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19846/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP012001192. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Coillte considered the social value of a proposed sale of land at a location (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19866/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP013001193. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the sale of a forest park (details supplied) in County Cavan will restrict, impose limits on or 
impede fishing rights; if so, the reason therefor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19867/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP014001194. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Coillte consulted with Cavan County Council, Cavan local enterprise office, Inland Fisheries 
Ireland and Fáilte Ireland on the sale of a forest park (details supplied); if not, the reason there-
for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19868/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1179 and 1189 to 1194, inclusive, together.

As all of the Deputy’s questions relate to the same subject, I propose to answer them togeth-
er. The Forest Park to which the Deputy refers, namely Killykeen Forest Park, Co. Cavan, is 
part of the Coillte forest estate. Coillte CGA was established as a private commercial company 
under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-to-day operational matters, such as the management of 
their properties and related transactions, are the responsibility of the company.

The company has, however, provided me with relevant information in relation to this mat-
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ter.  I note, in the first instance, that, while the company is proposing to dispose of the Killykeen 
Holiday Village Complex, Killykeen Forest Park will not be affected by the proposed disposal.  
It is also noted that while it forms part of the forest park, the Holiday Village Complex is 
separate to Killykeen Forest Park. As indicated, actual transactions are operational matters for 
Coillte.  

I am advised that the Killykeen Holiday Village Complex has in effect been on the market 
since 2009, with a renewed marketing campaign launched in May 2016.  I am also advised, 
in relation to the stage of the proposed disposal, that the transaction is at an advanced stage of 
negotiation, and that Coillte are optimistic that a completion is imminent.  With reference to the 
Deputy’s query about safeguards, Coillte advise that, in evaluating the submissions from inter-
ested parties, the company is taking into consideration their respective business development 
proposals for the Holiday Complex.

As regards consultation with the local community, I understand that this Complex, which 
contains circa 30 hectares, has not been open to the general public since 2009 and, as such, the 
local community will not be adversely affected by the proposed disposal. Coillte also advise 
that the Forest Park is and will remain open to the general public.

Coillte add that it has considered the social value of the business, and are optimistic that a 
new owner will invest and redevelop the Holiday Village Complex, thereby creating a valuable 
tourism resource in this area. I am advised that fishing rights will not be impacted and access 
to Killykeen Forest Park will not be restricted by the proposed disposal of Killlykeen Holiday 
Village Complex. 

I understand, from Coillte, that no direct consultation on the sale of the Holiday Village 
Complex was held with Cavan County Council.  Coillte add that, as part of Coillte’s consulta-
tion process for property sales, the company consults with all stakeholders directly affected by 
the proposed sale and, due to the nature of use of the Holiday Village Complex, Cavan County 
Council was not one of these stakeholders. Coillte advise, that, as part of other discussions with 
Cavan County Council, the proposed sale of the Village Complex has been noted and the Coun-
cil is aware of the proposed sales process. 

02/05/2017WRPPP01550Tourism Promotion

02/05/2017WRPPP016001180. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider introducing a project to support activities (details supplied) in counties Cavan and 
Monaghan in order to boost tourism and create local employment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19704/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Functions 
relating to tourism and its development are not assigned to me or my Department.  The in-
troduction of projects to support activities, such as those suggested by the Deputy, in order to 
contribute to tourism development does not therefore fall within the remit of my Department.  
Consideration of any such proposals, or advice on the options available for support or funding, 
may be appropriate to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport or bodies under its aegis. 

02/05/2017WRPPP01750Harbours and Piers

02/05/2017WRPPP018001181. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for funding for a pier (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [19748/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bunavalla 
Pier, Caherdaniel, is owned by Kerry County Council and responsibility for its maintenance and 
development rests with that Local Authority in the first instance, and its parent Department, the 
Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government thereafter. 

However my Department does provide limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities 
in carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of Local Authority-owned 
piers, harbours and slipways under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure De-
velopment Programme, subject to available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities. 
I have allocated over €2.5m for this year’s Programme.  

On 3rd February, initial applications under the Programme were invited from all coastal Lo-
cal Authorities. Our records indicate that my Department did not receive a funding application 
under this Programme for Bunavalla Pier. Should a future application be submitted by Kerry 
County Council in relation to this pier, it will be given due consideration. 

02/05/2017WRPPP01950Agriculture Scheme Data

02/05/2017WRPPP020001182. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
gross claim value in euros of schemes (details supplied) for the Nenagh, County Tipperary of-
fice for each of the years from 2010 to 2015, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19771/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Please see fol-
lowing the information requested in relation to the gross claim value in euros in relation to SPS, 
BPS, Greening and YFS for Nenagh, County Tipperary for the years 2010 to 2015.

Year BPS Greening YFS
2010 €2,290,890.92 n/a n/a
2011 €2,134,660.28 n/a n/a
2012 €2,126,238.81 n/a n/a
2013 €1,772,837.48 n/a n/a
2014 €1,831,181.95 n/a n/a
2015 €1,293,397.83 €569,169.42 €16,726.49

02/05/2017WRPPP02150Live Exports

02/05/2017WRPPP022001183. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his Department is tracking whether greyhounds exported to other countries were then 
exported on to Pakistan in each of the years from 2010 to 2016; the steps he will take to stop 
the direct or indirect export of dogs to Pakistan, in view of concerns regarding animal welfare 
standards there; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19778/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Commercial 
movements of animals, including dogs, within the EU are recorded on the European Commis-
sion’s TRACES system. Movements to non-EU countries are not recorded on TRACES. In 
view of this, it is not possible for my Department to trace the onward movement of animals 
which are exported from Ireland via another EU Member State to a third country such as Paki-
stan. 
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Once appropriate animal health and welfare certification requirements are met, dogs, in-
cluding greyhounds, may be exported.  Exporters are also required to comply with the provi-
sions of Council Regulation (EC) No 1 of 2005 on the protection of animals during transport. 

Bord na gCon advises all owners involved in the export of greyhounds to only export to des-
tinations that provide the expected levels of greyhound care and management as defined within 
Bord na gCon’s Code of Practice. I fully endorse this view.

02/05/2017WRPPP02350GLAS Applications

02/05/2017WRPPP024001184. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for GLAS 2 by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19810/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for GLAS 3 and there was an issue with the application which 
needed to be reviewed.  This review has now been completed and the application for the person 
named has been approved into the scheme with a contract commencement date of 1 January 
2017.  The approval letter will issue shortly to the person named.

02/05/2017WRPPP02550GLAS Applications

02/05/2017WRPPP026001185. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for GLAS 2 by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19812/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of the 1 January 2016.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials have examined this issue and the 
application is now being further processed for payment in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

02/05/2017WRPPP02750Basic Payment Scheme Payments

02/05/2017WRPPP028001186. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a basic payment scheme payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19825/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Transfer of Entitlements application to my Department seeking the 
transfer of entitlements by lease as transferor. This application has been fully processed and 
payment issued directly to the bank account of the person named on 27th April.

02/05/2017WRPPP02950Live Exports

02/05/2017WRPPP030001187. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of inspections of transport vehicles of exporters of live animals in each of the 
years from 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the locations such inspections normally occur; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [19828/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under SI 675 
of 2006 European Communities (Animal Transport and Control Post) Regulations 2006, all 
vehicles employed in the Type 2 export of animals from this jurisdiction must be authorised 
before transport can be initiated. This approval process is carried out by officials of my Depart-
ment and can be performed at any nominated location with the site usually decided by agree-
ment between the transporter and my Department’s officers. The length of duration of vehicle 
approval is at the discretion of the approving official but may not exceed a maximum period of 
five years.

Vehicles are also inspected at various points of the journey to ensure that those already ap-
proved continue to comply with the high standards set under current legislation. The locations 
where this extended scrutiny is carried out can vary depending on the animals being exported. 
Some of the sites where vehicles are assessed for compliance with regulations include assembly 
centres, quarantine stations or isolation centres, farms, livestock markets and shipping ports. 

The Department is aware of the imperative to ensure that the transport of animals over long 
distances is conducted in a manner which safeguards the animals being transported. The Deputy 
can be assured that rigorous controls and procedures are in place to ensure compliance with 
legislation.

Figures for the inspection of vehicles during transport are set out in the following Table. 
Statistics on the number of inspections carried out in 2017 are not available but are generally in 
line with previous years. I will forward them to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

Year Inspections
2013 834
2014 1050
2015 1054
2016 765

02/05/2017WRPPP03150Live Exports

02/05/2017WRPPP032001188. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if exported animals are free loaded onto ships; if so, the regulations which govern the 
health and safety of animals not being transported in road vehicles; the way inspections take 
place in such situations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19829/17]

02/05/2017WRPPP03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Exports of 
live animals from Ireland utilise both (i) “Roll on – Roll off” ferries, where the animals remain 
in approved transport vehicles and (ii) dedicated livestock vessels.

The specific legislation relating to the transport of live animals are EU Council Regula-
tion (EC) 1 of 2005 on the protection of animals during transport and related operations which 
is given legal effect in Ireland by S.I. No. 675 of 2006 and the Carriage of Livestock by Sea 
Regulations 2016 (S.I. 356 of 2016) which regulates the transport of animals by sea in livestock 
vessels. My Department has availed of provisions in the European legislation which allows for 
stricter national rules to be implemented in relation to sea transport and we continue to apply 
stricter and more detailed requirements than those provided for in EU legislation in this area. 

Live animals destined for export are also subject to EU regulations relating to animal health 
and welfare as well as to certification requirements agreed between Ireland and third country 
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authorities. Cattle destined for live export are monitored by Department Veterinary Inspectors 
at the time of loading and during the prescribed isolation period in Ireland where an isolation 
period is required by the importing country. This is in addition to any inspections that may be 
carried out by Official Veterinarians from the country of destination of the animals. Private Vet-
erinary Practitioners (PVP) also undertake the testing and certification required prior to export. 
Only animals certified fit to travel are loaded onto trucks under the supervision of Department 
Veterinary Inspectors. At Port of departure, the animals are unloaded from the trucks and walk 
onto the dedicated livestock ship and this process is also supervised by my Department offi-
cials.  Cattle who are penned on board a livestock ship will typically be in very similar condi-
tions to any feedlot situation. 

Irish legislative standards for sea transport are recognised by the EU Commission as being 
amongst the most effective and stringent legislation in force as regards transport by sea. Only 
ships that have been surveyed and approved by independent Marine Surveyor in conjunction 
with Department Veterinary Inspectors can load cattle for export from Ireland. 

At the time of the first shipment of cattle to Turkey at end of September 2016, a PVP accom-
panied the load from Ireland to Turkey. My Department arranged for a Veterinary Inspector to 
fly to Turkey to monitor the cattle on arrival and at unloading. In all cases to date the feedback 
as regards the welfare, quality and health of the Irish cattle that have been transported by boat 
to Turkey has been very positive.

Questions No. 1189 to 1194, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1179.

02/05/2017WRQQQ00150Forestry Sector

02/05/2017WRQQQ002001195. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the estimated impact of a hard Brexit on the forestry sector; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19892/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I fully recog-
nise the potential difficulties that the forestry sector could face in the event of a hard Brexit, 
given the sector’s reliance on the UK market. Its particular exposure to the UK market is ex-
emplified by the fact that almost 80% of wood-based panel exports and 70% of sawn timber 
exports go to the UK. I am also aware of the anticipated increase in the volume of roundwood 
supply over the next two decades, from a current annual production of almost 4 million cubic 
metres to 8 million by 2035. Most of this increase is expected to come from private forestry 
owners, and the current expectations are that the vast majority of the timber is destined for the 
UK market.

I can confirm that the Government remains focused on supporting the forestry sector through 
the challenges that lie ahead, including those related to competitiveness, potentially increased 
competition and reduced demand from the UK market.  

I and my Department, together with our agencies and stakeholders, are continuing to ex-
amine those areas, including forestry, in which the greatest risks may arise from Brexit, and 
on which we will need to focus when the negotiations begin. In the meantime, we continue 
to progress our analysis of the likely implications of Brexit, to increase our engagement with 
Member States and EU institutions, and to further our consultations with stakeholders. In the 
latter regard, the forestry sector was represented at the most recent All-Island Sectoral dialogue 
that I hosted in February, and continues to participate in my Department’s Stakeholder Consul-
tative Committee, which met most recently on 11 April.  
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I can assure you that all of the Department’s ongoing activities will continue to be informed 
by the need to secure the best possible outcome for the Irish agri-food sector.  Ireland will be 
part of the EU 27 team and looks forward to working with fellow Member States in delivering 
the best possible result for Ireland and for the EU from the Brexit negotiations. 

02/05/2017WRQQQ00350Fishing Industry

02/05/2017WRQQQ004001196. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the estimated impact of a hard Brexit on the fisheries sector; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19893/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): At this stage it 
is impossible to say with certainty what effect Brexit will have on the Irish fishing industry. We 
don’t know yet what changes the UK may seek to the current arrangements.

In theory, the UK could indeed seek to gain larger quota shares at the expense of others.  
However, that could only happen if the UK were content to ignore the potential repercussions 
that would certainly arise from the EU side.  

Any attempt by the UK to increase its current quota shares at the expense of Ireland and 
others must, and will be, be resisted strenuously. 

Earlier this year, I hosted a dedicated Civic Dialogue on the potential impacts of Brexit for 
the seafood sector as whole. This was very well attended by stakeholders from across the in-
dustry and gave a clear insight into the real dangers that a ‘hard’ Brexit presents for our fishing 
communities.  

I will remain in close contact with fisheries stakeholders as the issues develop and work 
with them to ensure that we are all fully prepared for what are likely to be extremely complex 
negotiations.

I am continuing to work closely with my European colleagues to ensure that fisheries re-
main a top priority in the negotiations to come. Protecting existing shares is a top priority for 
the fishing Member States.  

In conclusion, I would like to assure the Deputy that I will be unequivocal in opposing 
any dilution of our existing EU quota shares, including protecting the benefit to Ireland of the 
Hague Preferences, and any limitations on our existing rights of access.  

02/05/2017WRQQQ00550Greyhound Industry

02/05/2017WRQQQ006001197. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proportion of the total number of greyhounds that tested positive for prohibited substances, 
from 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, that are recorded by Bord na gCon-Irish Greyhound 
Board as having no case to answer; and the circumstances that would lead to a positive test 
result but a finding of no case to answer. [19915/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is the statutory body responsible for the regulation and development of greyhound racing under 
the Greyhound Act 1958.

The issue to which the Deputy refers is an operational matter for Bord na gCon. 
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BnG have provided the following statistics on proportions of positive samples and of cases 
determined to have no case to answer.

Year Samples 
received to 
NGL

Positive 
samples

% of Total Determined 
no case to 
answer

% of Total

2013 6,356 51 0.8 4 0.06
2014 5,898 31 0.5 10 0.17
2015 5,074 79 1.6 23 0.45
2016 5,383 48 0.9 2 0.04
2017 1,521 5 0.3 0 0.00
Regarding the reasons why positive samples end up as cases with no case to answer I refer 

the Deputy to the BnG website. Control Committee Publications relating to positive samples 
from October 1st 2015 are available at http://www.igb.ie/Resource/reports-and-statistics/con-
trol-committee/ with individual detail.

02/05/2017WRQQQ00750Herd Number Applications

02/05/2017WRQQQ008001198. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the average waiting time for the processing of herd number applications; if his Department has 
a statutory timeframe for the processing of these applications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19973/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The length of 
time required to process an individual application is contingent on a number of factors such as 
the timely response of the applicant in providing the required documentation and proof that the 
applicant is entitled to use the lands that are the subject of the herd number application. Under 
normal circumstances, the average waiting period from the time of receipt of the application to 
the allocation of a herd number is approximately three weeks.

02/05/2017WRQQQ00950GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRQQQ010001199. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when persons (details supplied) will receive a GLAS 1 payment; the reason for the delay in 
making the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20028/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of the 1 October 2015.

During the 2015 prepayment checking process an issue was identified in relation to a cross 
check with National Parks and Wildlife Service schemes.  Department officials have now re-
solved this issue and the application will now be further processed for the 2015 payment.

Following the issue of payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the application will be 
processed in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

02/05/2017WRQQQ01150GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRQQQ012001200. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine when a person (details supplied) will receive a GLAS 1 payment; the reason for the delay 
in making the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20029/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a GLAS 1 application which was unsuccessful and subsequently appealed to 
the Agriculture Appeals Office where the appeal was allowed.

The application will be further processed as soon as possible.

02/05/2017WRQQQ01350GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRQQQ014001201. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) will receive a GLAS 1 payment; the reason for the delay 
in making the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20030/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a GLAS 1 application which was unsuccessful and accordingly the question 
of payment does not arise. 

Records in my Department show that an application on behalf of the person named was 
also submitted under GLAS 3 and has been approved. GLAS 3 payments are due to commence 
towards the end of 2017.

02/05/2017WRQQQ01550Harbours and Piers Development

02/05/2017WRQQQ016001202. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will meet a group (details supplied) from County Donegal. [20035/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Greencastle 
Harbour is owned by Donegal County Council and responsibility for its development and ongo-
ing maintenance rests with that Local Authority in the first instance and its parent Department, 
the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government thereafter. 

My Department does however provide limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities 
in carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of Local Authority owned 
piers, harbours and slipways under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure De-
velopment Programme, subject to available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.  

Donegal County Council has successfully secured the maximum funding allocation allow-
able of €112,500 under the 2017 Programme for development works at Greencastle Harbour. 

Given the ownership structure as clarified above, the group referred to would be best served 
to meet with Donegal County Council and its parent Department. 

02/05/2017WRQQQ01750Harbours and Piers Development

02/05/2017WRQQQ018001203. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details of funding for the pier at Leenan, County Donegal in order that the pier can be extended; 
and if his attention has been drawn to the real threat to the future of the local fishing industry if 
these works are not carried out. [20036/17]
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02/05/2017WRQQQ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Leenan Pier 
is owned by Donegal County Council and responsibility for its maintenance, repair and devel-
opment rests with Donegal County Council in the first instance and its parent Department, the 
Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government thereafter. 

My Department does however provide limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities 
in carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of Local Authority-owned 
piers, harbours and slipways under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure De-
velopment Programme, subject to available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities. 
I have allocated €2.8m for these purposes under this year’s Programme.  

On 3rd February, initial applications under the Programme were invited from all coastal 
Local Authorities. Our records indicate that my Department did not receive a funding applica-
tion under the 2017 Programme for Leenan Pier. Should a future application be submitted by 
Donegal County Council in relation to this pier, it will be given due consideration.

02/05/2017WRQQQ01950Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

02/05/2017WRQQQ020001204. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the timeline for the areas of natural constraint scheme review; the steps he will take to protect 
farm incomes in peripheral counties such as County Kerry; if other information is available on 
the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20045/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Rural Development Regulation each Member State must designate areas eligible for payments 
under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme.  The ANC scheme replaces the previous 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme / Less Favoured Areas Scheme.  The designation of eligible areas 
under these schemes to date has been based on a range of socio-economic factors. Under the 
new Rural Development Regulation, eligible areas must instead be designated using a set list 
of bio-physical criteria. In cases where a Member State does not introduce this new system for 
payment, the old scheme remains in place but payments must phase out on a digressive basis. 

The biophysical criteria set out in the legislation to underpin the new system of designation 
are: 

- Low temperature  

- Dryness 

- Excess soil moisture 

- Limited soil drainage 

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness 

- Shallow rooting depth 

- Poor chemical properties 

- Steep slope.

My Department has commenced work on this project, and relevant technical experts are 
currently working on sourcing and analysing the data in relation to the new criteria. Department 
officials have also been in contact with the Joint Research Centre (JRC) and DG Agri in the EU 
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Commission in relation to technical issues arising.  This analysis will identify areas deemed to 
be facing natural constraints, which will in parallel be subjected to a refinement process.  It is 
envisaged that stakeholders will be consulted as this process develops. 

02/05/2017WRQQQ02150GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRQQQ022001205. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the numbers of persons awaiting GLAS payments; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20107/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A total of 
3099 cases, of which 2175 are GLAS 1 and 924 are GLAS 2, have not yet been sent for pay-
ment.  Files continue to be processed and are sent for payment on a weekly basis as issues are 
cleared and regulatory checks are passed.

02/05/2017WRQQQ02350GLAS Data

02/05/2017WRQQQ024001206. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the number of persons in receipt of GLAS 1 and GLAS 2 who have received 85% of 
their total 2016 payment, by county, in tabular form; the number of persons who have passed all 
payment approval checks and are awaiting their 2016 payment; the total number of persons in 
receipt of GLAS who have yet to receive payment, by county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20119/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the deputy is set out in the following tabular form.

- GLAS 1 - GLAS 2 - -
County 
Name

Number 
Sent for 
Payment

Number 
with PPV 
Pass

Unpaid Number 
Sent for 
Payment

Number 
with PPV 
Pass

Unpaid

Carlow 256 0 23 118 0 10
Cavan 857 0 53 416 0 16
Clare 1,511 0 106 653 1 37
Cork 1,961 2 206 927 1 86
Donegal 1,808 7 138 933 8 70
Dublin 54 0 9 15 0 2
Galway 2,783 7 310 1,176 7 130
Kerry 1,654 0 125 814 1 62
Kildare 225 1 24 73 1 8
Kilkenny 398 0 35 188 0 24
Laois 341 0 30 181 0 16
Leitrim 944 6 74 392 3 25
Limerick 963 5 87 283 0 19
Longford 481 0 36 332 0 17
Louth 126 0 22 74 0 6
Mayo 2,326 4 236 1,159 8 166
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- GLAS 1 - GLAS 2 - -
County 
Name

Number 
Sent for 
Payment

Number 
with PPV 
Pass

Unpaid Number 
Sent for 
Payment

Number 
with PPV 
Pass

Unpaid

Meath 384 0 43 177 3 24
Monaghan 539 0 39 135 1 10
Offaly 442 0 34 254 0 26
Roscom-
mon

1,426 4 105 522 1 31

Sligo 891 1 56 349 0 20
Tipperary 1,027 1 111 464 1 48
Waterford 306 0 58 113 1 18
Westmeath 600 1 51 249 0 15
Wexford 649 2 124 239 7 24
Wicklow 290 2 40 137 4 14
- 23,242 43 2,175 10,373 48 924

02/05/2017WRQQQ02550GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRQQQ026001207. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20125/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases related to an error on 2016 Basic Payment Scheme appli-
cation. When this issue is resolved the GLAS application for the 2016 payment will be further 
processed.

02/05/2017WRQQQ02750GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRQQQ028001208. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) is not receiving the higher rate of GLAS for special areas 
of conservation ground; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20126/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has been paid in full in respect of the 2015 scheme year. The 85% payment for 2016 has also 
been processed and payment has issued to the person named.

The only action selected in the application is commonage which attracts a payment rate of 
€120 per Hectare up to the overall scheme ceiling of €5,000 which the person named is eligible 
for.  There is no record of privately owned SAC ground on the holding.

02/05/2017WRQQQ02950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments
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02/05/2017WRQQQ030001209. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an agri-environment options scheme payment for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20128/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The final 
AEOS payment has been made in this case. 

The person named commenced their AEOS 2 contract on 1 September 2011. Payment is-
sued in respect of the 2011-2015 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System must take place. As 2016 is the final scheme-year of payment for the person-named, 
re-checks on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before final payment can 
be processed. These checks are now completed and payment in respect of the 2016 Scheme year 
issued in two parts 85% on 7 April 2017 and the remaining 15% on 14 April 2017.

02/05/2017WRQQQ03150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

02/05/2017WRQQQ032001210. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an agri-environment options scheme payment for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20135/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The final pay-
ment has already been made in this case. 

The person named commenced their AEOS 2 contract on 1 September 2011. Payment is-
sued in respect of the 2011-2015 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification 
System must take place. As 2016 is the final scheme-year of payment for the person-named, re-
checks on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before final payment could 
be processed. These checks have been completed and payment in respect of the 2016 Scheme 
year issued in two parts, 85% on 30 March 2017 and the remaining 15% on 31 March 2017.

02/05/2017WRQQQ03350GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRQQQ034001211. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20136/17]

02/05/2017WRQQQ03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has been paid in full in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

02/05/2017WRRRR00200Fish Quotas
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02/05/2017WRRRR003001212. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will review the way in which mackerel quota is currently allocated by his Department, in the 
context of a very detailed submission to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine on 4 April 2107 to ensure that problems encountered by some factories will be 
addressed in an equitable way in order to avert factory closures and job losses in pelagic pro-
cessing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20147/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
may be aware, I received a request from the Irish South and West Fish Producer Organisation to 
allocate the increase over 2016 of Ireland’s mackerel quota for 2017 entirely to the Polyvalent 
Segment on a 1 year pilot basis in exchange for the recipient vessels forgoing demersal fishing 
in order to gauge the impact on the demersal vessels.  

This matter has generated a lot of discussion in the industry and I have received many rep-
resentations on the matter.  After having carefully considered the matter, I decided that, without 
prejudice, there is a case for a review of the policy on allocations between the RSW Pelagic 
segment and the polyvalent segment of the fleet, taking account of the request by the IS&WFO.  
In that regard, I decided that I am restricting consideration to the increased quota for Ireland in 
2017 over that in 2016.  

It is important to note that I have not made any decision at this time to change the allocations 
between the segments in respect of this part of the quota.  All relevant issues will be carefully 
evaluated and subject to a full consultation with stakeholders before I decide if any amendment 
to the policy is justified for the proper and effective management of the mackerel fishery.

The public consultation process concluded on 28th February 2017 and 353 submissions 
were received.  I can inform the Deputy that the party that made the submission of 4 April 
2017 to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine also made similar 
submissions in the context of the public consultation process.  All submissions received in that 
process are currently being evaluated. 

To support transparency in this process, it is intended that all views received on the Con-
sultation Document and/or any clarification provided will be publicly made available on the 
Department’s website.  Following the closure of the formal consultation process, any meeting 
that may be held with stakeholders will be open to all interested stakeholders that have engaged 
in the public consultation.  

The case submitted to me by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine has been made also as part of the stakeholders consultation on this review.  It is impor-
tant to note, however, that quotas are made available to the owners of licensed sea fishing boats 
by me in line with the provisions of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006 as 
amended.  It is a matter for the owners of fishing vessels to decide the port of landing and I have 
no role in that regard.

02/05/2017WRRRR00500Animal Welfare

02/05/2017WRRRR006001213. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an information technology system will be put in place for the health herd programme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20153/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Animal 
Health Measures online system for the Knowledge Transfer Programme is in the final stages of 
development and will be delivered shortly.  In the meantime KT approved Private Veterinary 
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Practitioners (vets) may register the connection with their clients and complete the required ac-
tions in preparation for recording the data when the system is live.

02/05/2017WRRRR00800Harbours and Piers Development

02/05/2017WRRRR009001214. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of funding for a pier (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20159/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Cleandara 
Pier is owned by Cork County Council and responsibility for its maintenance, repair and de-
velopment rests with that Local Authority in the first instance, and its parent Department, the 
Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government thereafter. 

Under my Departments annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme, funding is provided to assist coastal Local Authorities in carrying out small scale 
projects for the development and repair of piers, harbours and slipways, owned by them, subject 
to available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities. 

I have allocated €2.8m under this years programme to assist 13 Coastal Local Authorities 
undertake and complete 51 development and repair projects on harbours and slipways owned 
by them.

On 3rd February, initial applications under the Programme were invited from all coastal 
Local Authorities.  Our records indicate that my Department did not receive a funding applica-
tion for Cleandara Pier.  Should a future application be submitted by Cork County Council in 
relation to this pier, it will be given due consideration.

02/05/2017WRRRR01100GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR012001215. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a payment under the GLAS scheme for a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20224/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

An inspection was carried out on the holding resulting in a penalty for non compliance with 
the maintenance requirements for the Geese and Swan habitat.  The person named exercised his 
right to request a review of the findings of the inspection to the responsible Regional Inspector 
in the Department who has upheld the inspection findings.  The person named has been notified 
in writing of the outcome of this review and of his right of appeal to the independent Agriculture 
Appeals Office.

02/05/2017WRRRR01400GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR015001216. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20240/17]
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02/05/2017WRRRR01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has been paid his first instalment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The pre payment checks for the balancing 2015 payment showed that further checks were 
required as he had participated in the AEOS scheme and transformed to GLAS before the end 
of that contract.  My officials have now completed these additional checks and the application 
will now be further processed with a view to issuing the 2015 balancing payment after which 
the 2016 payment will be processed.

02/05/2017WRRRR01700GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR018001217. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS 2 payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20241/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

The pre payment checks for the 2016 scheme year showed that further checks were re-
quired as the person named had participated in the AEOS scheme and transformed to GLAS 
before the end of that contract.  My officials have now completed these additional checks and 
the application will now be further processed with a view to issuing the 2016 payment.

02/05/2017WRRRR02000GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR021001218. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20242/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The 85% payment for 2016 has been processed and payment has issued to the person named.

The balancing 15% in respect of 2016 will issue in due course.

02/05/2017WRRRR02300GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR024001219. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20244/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received a first payment instalment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the prepayment checks an issue presented which has now been examined and the ap-
plication will now go through the 2015 balancing payment prepayment checking process again 
with a view to issuing payment at the earliest opportunity.
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Following the issue of the balancing payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the 2016 
scheme year payment will be further processed.

02/05/2017WRRRR02600TAMS Applications

02/05/2017WRRRR027001220. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a grant application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20247/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named has submitted a payment claim for investment works completed under the Dairy Equip-
ment Scheme of TAMS 11.  There is an issue with an over claim in this case which will be 
resolved as soon as possible.

02/05/2017WRRRR02900Agriculture Scheme Data

02/05/2017WRRRR030001221. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons that have applied under the agriculture cashflow support loan scheme; the 
number of dairy, tillage, beef farmers and so on that have applied for the scheme; and if they 
have been successful. [20277/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The “Agricul-
ture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme” was developed by my Department in co-operation with 
the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI), making €150 million available to farmers 
at interest rates of 2.95%.  One of my priorities has been to address the impact of the change in 
the sterling exchange rate and lower commodity prices in some agriculture sectors.  Distributed 
and administered through AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank, the Scheme provides farmers 
with a low cost, flexible source of working capital and will allow them to pay down more ex-
pensive forms of short-term debt, ensuring the ongoing financial sustainability of viable farm-
ing enterprises.

SBCI uses the €25 million of public funding provided by my Department to leverage the 
total amount of €150 million and, along with the European Investment Fund’s ‘COSME’ (the 
EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs), is providing the guarantee 
required to underpin the loan’s flexibility and lower the cost of the loans.  My Department’s 
contribution of €25million includes €11 million from the EU’s ‘exceptional adjustment aid for 
milk and other livestock farmers’.

The participating banks will report on progress to the SBCI on a regular basis.  Although 
no official returns have been made to my Department as yet, I will shortly make preliminary 
information on the Scheme available.  The banks have confirmed that they have applications up 
to the amounts available under the Scheme.  There may be some residual availability but this 
will only emerge as applications are processed and loans drawn down

I am pleased at the very positive reaction by farmers to the Scheme, which has proved that 
significant demand exists for low cost flexible finance.  I am currently meeting with the Chief 
Executives of the participating banks to discuss this and other issues relating access to finance 
in the agri-food sector.  I am asking the banks to respond positively to this demand by reducing 
interest rates and providing more flexible terms for cash flow loans in the future.
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02/05/2017WRRRR03200Fishing Licences

02/05/2017WRRRR033001222. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a fishing licence for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20375/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion for an aquaculture licence referred to by the Deputy is in respect of a site located in Castle-
maine Harbour, which is designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats 
Directive and a Special Protection Area under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 site).

All applications in ‘Natura’ areas are required to be appropriately assessed for the purpose 
of environmental compliance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives.  My Department, in 
conjunction with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) is 
engaged in a comprehensive programme of gathering the necessary baseline data appropriate to 
the Conservation Objectives of ‘Natura’ areas.  This data collection programme is substantially 
complete.  This is followed by data analysis and the setting of appropriate Conservation Objec-
tives by the NPWS.  Once this process is complete all new, renewal and review aquaculture 
applications can be appropriately assessed for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the EU 
Birds and Habitats Directives.  

The Appropriate Assessment of Castlemaine Harbour has been completed and the relevant 
licensing determinations have been made based on applications to hand at the time of the as-
sessment.

The specific application referred by the Deputy was submitted to my Department subse-
quent to the carrying out of the Appropriate Assessment process for this harbour.  Accordingly, 
it was not possible to assess this application against the designated Conservation Objectives for 
the harbour. 

The optimum method for appropriately assessing applications by individual operators, who 
were not included in the initial overall assessment procedure, is under active consideration by 
my Department.  The process must comply with best scientific practice and be achieved in a 
manner which will be acceptable to the national authorities and to the EU Commission.  

In the meantime, the assessment procedures agreed with the EU Commission require Ap-
propriate Assessments in respect of aquaculture activities to be carried out by the national au-
thorities and unilateral departure from these arrangements is not possible.

 Every effort is being made to expedite the conclusion of this matter as soon as possible.

02/05/2017WRRRR03500GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR036001223. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20376/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

 During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases in relation to the Commonage action.  Department officials 
have resolved this issue and the application will now be further processed for the 2016 payment.
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02/05/2017WRRRR03800GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR039001224. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20377/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received a first payment instalment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2015 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2015 payment as soon as possible.

Following the issue of the balancing payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the 2016 
scheme year payment will be processed.

02/05/2017WRRRR04100Transfer of Entitlements Application

02/05/2017WRRRR042001225. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the transfer of entitlements to a person (details supplied). [20437/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The first 
named person submitted a 2016 Transfer of Entitlements application to my Department seeking 
the transfer of entitlements by lease as transferor.  This application has been fully processed and 
both parties have been notified in writing on 12th April 2017.  Payment on foot of this transfer 
of entitlements application was made directly to the bank account of the second person named 
on 19th April 2017.

02/05/2017WRRRR04400GLAS Appeals

02/05/2017WRRRR045001226. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of an appeal in relation to a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); when 
the appeal will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20451/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received a first payment instalment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2015 balancing prepayment checking process an issue presented on the comput-
erised crosscheck of Department databases in relation to parcels on which Low Input Perma-
nent Pasture action is selected.  Department officials have examined this issue and the applica-
tion is now being further processed in respect of the 2015 scheme year. 

Following the issue of the balancing payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the 2016 
scheme year payment will be further processed.

02/05/2017WRRRR04700GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR048001227. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay with re-
gard to the remaining applications for payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20462/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named is a member of a registered farm partnership whose application was approved into GLAS 
2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases in relation to the Catch Crops action.  Department officials 
have examined this issue and the application is now being further processed for payment in 
respect of the 2016 scheme year.

02/05/2017WRRRR05000TAMS Applications

02/05/2017WRRRR051001228. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20514/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for grant-aid under the Animal Welfare, Nutrient and Storage 
Scheme of TAMS 11 in the last tranche which closed on 7 April 2017.  The application has been 
checked and queries have been raised with the applicant. Once resolved the application will 
move to the next stage.

All applications in a given tranche have to be assessed and ranked and selected and then 
undergo final technical checks in the local office before approval issues.

02/05/2017WRRRR05300GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRRRR054001229. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) will receive a GLAS payment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20518/17]

02/05/2017WRRRR05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases in relation to the commonage action.  Department officials 
have examined this issue and the application is now being further processed for payment in 
respect of the 2016 scheme year.

02/05/2017WRSSS00200GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS003001230. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) will receive a GLAS payment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20519/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.
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During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases in respect of commonage action.  Department officials 
have examined this issue and the application is now being further processed for payment in 
respect of the 2016 scheme year.

02/05/2017WRSSS00500GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS006001231. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment; when payment will issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20521/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015.

The application has now passed the pre payment checks in respect of the 2015 scheme 
year and payment will issue shortly.

Following the issue of payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the application will be  
further processed in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

02/05/2017WRSSS00800Basic Payment Scheme Applications

02/05/2017WRSSS009001232. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to provide support to a person (details supplied) in County Galway to assist them make 
an online 2017 basic payment scheme application; if departmental officials that are proficient 
in Irish will be visiting locations in this area, which is in the Gaeltacht, shortly to assist with 
the online application; when these visits are likely to occur in view of the fact the closing date 
for BPS applications is 15 May 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20524/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment currently has a range of supports in place to assist applicants for the Basic Payment 
Scheme to apply online.  This is in light of the fact that, under EU Regulations, all applications 
are required to be online from 2018.  Officials from my Department have been holding clin-
ics in a number of locations around the country to provide one-to- one assistance to farmers in 
making their applications online and to answer any queries regarding the application process 
individuals may have.

Officials in my Department were in Tuam, Co. Galway on the 24th of April, along with 
Ennis, Co. Clare on the 25th of April and Ballina, Co. Mayo on the 26th of April.  Support is 
also available to applicants on completing an application online form by contacting the Depart-
ment’s Direct Payments Helpdesk on lo-call 0761-064420.  The Department also has produced 
a number of “how to” videos which are available on the Department’s YouTube channel online 
or on www.agfood.ie .

Staff in my Department’s offices in the Old Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois are also 
available Monday to Friday, from 9.30 to 5.30, to provide assistance to applicants who call into 
the office.  Staff will also be available to meet with farmers at our offices in Farnham Street, 
Cavan and Derryhallagh, Drumshanbo, Co. Leitrim on a number of dates in advance of the BPS 
closing date of the 15th of May.

While officials proficient in Irish were not in attendance at the clinics held, there are officials 
in my Department who can address any queries through Irish.  With this in mind, an official 
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from my Department will contact the person named directly with a view to ascertaining what 
support may be required.

02/05/2017WRSSS01100Basic Payment Scheme Applications

02/05/2017WRSSS012001233. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to provide support to a person (details supplied) in County Galway to assist them make 
an online 2017 basic payment scheme application; if departmental officials that are proficient 
in Irish will be visiting locations in this area, which is in the Gaeltacht, shortly to assist with the 
online application; when these visits are likely to occur in view of the fact the closing date for 
BPS applications is 15 May 2017. [20525/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment currently has a range of supports in place to assist applicants for the Basic Payment 
Scheme to apply online.  This is in light of the fact that, under EU Regulations, all applications 
are required to be online from 2018.  Officials from my Department have been holding clin-
ics in a number of locations around the country to provide one-to- one assistance to farmers in 
making their applications online and to answer any queries regarding the application process 
individuals may have.

Officials in my Department were in Tuam, Co. Galway on the 24th of April, along with 
Ennis, Co. Clare on the 25th of April and Ballina, Co. Mayo on the 26th of April.  Support is 
also available to applicants on completing an application online form by contacting the Depart-
ment’s Direct Payments Helpdesk on lo-call 0761-064420.  The Department also has produced 
a number of “how to” videos which are available on the Department’s YouTube channel online 
or on www.agfood.ie.

Staff in my Department’s offices in the Old Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois are also 
available Monday to Friday, from 9.30 to 5.30, to provide assistance to applicants who call into 
the office.  Staff will also be available to meet with farmers at our offices in Farnham Street, 
Cavan and Derryhallagh, Drumshanbo, Co. Leitrim on a number of dates in advance of the BPS 
closing date of the 15th of May.

While officials proficient in Irish were not in attendance at the clinics held, there are officials 
in my Department who can address any queries through Irish.  With this in mind, an official 
from my Department will contact the person named directly with a view to ascertaining what 
support may be required.

02/05/2017WRSSS01400GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS015001234. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim will be issued outstanding payments under 
the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20538/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015

The application has now passed the pre payment checks in respect of the 2015 scheme 
year and payment will issue shortly.

Following the issue of payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the application will be 
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processed in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

02/05/2017WRSSS01700Rural Environment Protection Scheme Appeals

02/05/2017WRSSS018001235. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if an appeal lodged by a person (details supplied) relative to a REPS payment which was ac-
knowledged on 5 August 2016 will be expedited and approved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20562/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office has confirmed that the above named sought a review of the Appeals Officers 
decision in August 2016.  Under the Act only the Director may perform such reviews which 
must be undertaken in full compliance with the legal requirements and following a detailed as-
sessment of the case to be reviewed.  Currently there are a considerable number of requests for 
reviews being dealt with by the Director.  Every effort is being made to finalise the review as a 
matter of urgency.

02/05/2017WRSSS02000Services for People with Disabilities

02/05/2017WRSSS021001236. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 469 of 28 March 2017, if he will check his Department’s 
records, in view of the fact no contact has been made with the person (details supplied) and the 
matter raised is far from resolved; if he will also request Bord Bia to respond to the person in 
view of the fact this agency has not engaged with them either; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20566/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that my Department is currently in direct contact with the person concerned 
with a view to exploring the best options for facilitating his request.

I can also confirm that Bord Bia have been in contact with the person concerned.

 My Department aims to ensure that the needs of all its customers, including people with 
disabilities are met and that the rights of equal treatment are upheld in the delivery of services.

In accordance with Section 26(2) of the Disability Act 2005, my Department has appointed 
two Access Officers who are responsible for providing or arranging for, and co-ordinating as-
sistance and guidance to persons with disabilities accessing services provided by offices and 
generally to act as a point of contact for people wishing to access such services.

02/05/2017WRSSS02300GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS024001237. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment under the 2016 GLAS 2 scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20570/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.
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During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  

The person named has commonage land and my Department put in place a process last Oc-
tober requiring all farmers on the GLAS commonage data base to sign an Interim Commonage 
Management Plan to allow commonage payments to proceed.  

However at the time these forms issued the person named was not included in the GLAS 
commonage database and therefore did not receive the required documentation.  My officials 
have now contacted the GLAS commonage advisor in this case to have the necessary form 
signed and when this is returned the application will be processed for payment.

02/05/2017WRSSS02600GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS027001238. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20571/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment received an application for the person named, for the third Tranche of GLAS (GLAS 3) 
and this application has been approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 
January 2017.   

The first payment due to GLAS 3 participants is in respect of the 2017 scheme year and 
processing of such payments will commence towards the end of the year.

02/05/2017WRSSS02900Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS030001239. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason moneys are being withheld from a person (details supplied) in respect of the rural envi-
ronment protection scheme and the milk supply reduction scheme. [20572/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
concerned joined REPS 3 on 1 November 2004.  The application was subject to an on-farm 
inspection on 7 April 2008, resulting in a finding that there was a mixing of herds between the 
person concerned and a third party.  The REPS 3 Terms and Conditions state that individual 
holdings must be farmed under separate management and the person concerned was advised 
that the plan would be terminated and that monies paid would have to be recouped.  The matter 
was examined by the Agriculture Appeals Office and he was informed of the decision of that 
Office by letter dated 8 October 2010.  Further  clarification was issued by the Regional Inspec-
tor by letter dated 2 November 2010 on foot of the Appeals Office decision.  In respect of the 
milk supply reduction scheme, payments were processed on the week ending 21 April 2017.

02/05/2017WRSSS03200GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS033001240. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim will receive a GLAS payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20574/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
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named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

There was an issue with the delivery of the Low Emission Slurry Spreading (LESS) action.  
This has now been reviewed and the application has now passed the pre approval checks for the 
first instalment of the 2016  scheme year payment and is being further processed for payment.

02/05/2017WRSSS03500GLAS Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS036001241. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim will receive a GLAS payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20576/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of the 1 January 2016.

The application has now passed all the required checks and has been sent for payment.

02/05/2017WRSSS03800GLAS Applications

02/05/2017WRSSS039001242. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a GLAS application by a person (details supplied) in County Sligo; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20578/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for the third tranche of GLAS (GLAS 3).  During the initial 
checks an issue presented requiring further investigation.  This work has now been completed 
and the application has passed all pre approval checks.  The application will now move to the 
final part of the process for selection and approval into the scheme and the person named will 
be notified of the outcome in writing shortly.

02/05/2017WRSSS04100Agricultural Colleges Courses

02/05/2017WRSSS042001243. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the supports he will put in place to assist a person (details supplied) complete courses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20581/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Sustain-
able Use of Pesticides Directive requires all Professional Users (i.e. anybody who applies/
sprays products authorised for professional use) to be appropriately trained.  The Department 
has recognised relevant courses provided by training providers accredited by QQI, City and 
Guilds and Lantra as being appropriate training for the purposes of registration as a Professional 
User.  Details of these training providers are available on the Department website at http://www.
pcs.agriculture.gov.ie/sud/professionaluserssprayeroperators/training/.

As part of the quality assurance accreditation of every training provider by the relevant 
awarding body, there is an undertaking to make skills/competency-based courses accessible to 
all. 

Previously, officials in my Department have been in contact with a number of training pro-
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viders in relation to this issue and they indicated that they have frequently provide training to 
people who require support to get the necessary qualifications.  They all indicated that, in cases 
such as this, the necessary supports would be put in place following consultation and agreement 
with the individual concerned.  In this instance, the person concerned was provided with contact 
details of accredited training providers who indicated that they would be willing to facilitate 
the required training.  The person concerned should contact the accredited training providers to 
agree what supports are required.  If there is any difficulty in this regard the person concerned 
should either contact the relevant awarding body or officials in my Department again.

02/05/2017WRSSS04400Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

02/05/2017WRSSS045001244. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment under the agri-environment options scheme 3 will be paid to a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20586/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named commenced their AEOS 2 contract on 1 September 2011. Payment issued in respect of 
the 2011-2015 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifi-
cation System must take place.  As 2016 is the final scheme-year of payment for the person-
named, re-checks on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before final pay-
ment can be processed.  This work is on-going and payments in respect of cleared cases are 
issuing on a weekly basis.

02/05/2017WRSSS04700Single Payment Scheme Appeals

02/05/2017WRSSS048001245. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a 2014 appeal by a person (details supplied) under the single payment 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20605/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An appli-
cation in respect of the 2013 Single Payment Scheme (SPS) was received from the person 
named on 30 April 2013.  During processing, over claims were identified on six of the parcels 
declared.  The area over-claimed was 2.26Ha.  This was more than 3% of the area determined 
(73.76Ha) and was greater than 2 hectares.  Therefore, in accordance with the Terms and Condi-
tions of the SPS a penalty was applied. 

The person named availed of his right to appeal.  A review was carried out and while the 
determined area increased to 74 ha, the area over-claimed was 2.02 Ha and a penalty continued 
to apply.  As payment had issued in respect of an area of 73.76, supplementary payments were 
made to reflect the increase in determined area to 74 hectares.

My Department will undertake a complete review of the 2013 and 2014 BPS applications of 
the above named and he will be informed of the outcome in the near future.

02/05/2017WRSSS05000Basic Payment Scheme Applications
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02/05/2017WRSSS051001246. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason documentation in relation to a person (details supplied) has not been released by 
his Department, in view of the fact it was originally requested in January 2017 for the purpose 
of an appeal to his Department’s appeals office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20644/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has recently undertaken a complete review of the 2015 Basic Payment application of the 
above named, taking into account recently submitted documentation.  It has been decided to 
delete without penalty the dual claimed parcel which caused the reduction in payment.

Any payments due will issue to the nominated bank account of the person named in the 
coming days.  An official from my Department will write to the above named to confirm this 
and will enclose all relevant documentation.

02/05/2017WRSSS05300School Milk Scheme

02/05/2017WRSSS054001247. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the amount of funding provided for the EU school milk scheme in terms of EU financ-
ing and Irish funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20825/17]

02/05/2017WRSSS05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested regarding the EU School Milk Scheme is in the table.

The structure of EU and National funding differ in that EU funding in allocated on a school 
year basis and Exchequer funding is on a calendar year basis.

- 2015/2016 (Actual) 
€

2016/2017 (Budget) 
€

2017/2018* (Bud-
get) €

EU funding 352,092 468,000 900,398
2015 2016 2017

Exchequer funding 188,946 252,000 252,000

  *The EU funding available for 2017/2018 has increased significantly as the EU has 
abolished the principle of co-financing.

The number of schools in receipt of the EU school milk scheme

School Type 2015/16 2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 2011/12
Montessori 11 20 98 95 103
National 693 782 845 855 862
Secondary 54 69 78 84 81
Special 24 28 40 43 44

Total 782 899 1061 1077 1090
The number of students that received an allocation from the EU school milk scheme for 

each of the past five years

School Type 2015/16 2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 2011/12
Montessori 596 1062 4707 4711 5405
Primary 37702 41573 40723 41979 45006
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School Type 2015/16 2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 2011/12
Secondary 2940 3670 3786 4129 4210
Special 1306 1486 1944 2118 2276

02/05/2017WRTTT00200School Milk Scheme

02/05/2017WRTTT003001248. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the number of schools in receipt of the EU school milk scheme for each of the past five 
years at primary and secondary level; the number of students that received an allocation from 
the EU school milk scheme for each of the past five years at primary and secondary level; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20826/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested regarding the EU School Milk Scheme is in the tables.

The number of schools in receipt of the EU school milk scheme

School Type 2015/16 2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 2011/12
Montessori 11 20 98 95 103
National 693 782 845 855 862
Secondary 54 69 78 84 81
Special 24 28 40 43 44

Total 782 899 1061 1077 1090
The number of students that received an allocation from the EU school milk scheme 

for each of the past five years

School Type 2015/16 2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 2011/12
Montessori 596 1062 4707 4711 5405
Primary 37702 41573 40723 41979 45006
Secondary 2940 3670 3786 4129 4210
Special 1306 1486 1944 2118 2276

02/05/2017WRTTT00500School Milk Scheme

02/05/2017WRTTT006001249. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the value of products that are provided here under the EU school milk scheme for each 
of the past five years in respect of the five heat-treated milk products under category 1 and cat-
egory 2 of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20827/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion regarding  the EU school milk scheme is in the table:

School Year 2015/16 2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 2011/12
Milk Cat I €538,649 €614,125 €650,320 €671,365 €714,653
Cheese Cat V  €   2,389 €    2,887 €    2,806 €    2,721 €    1,299



2 May 2017

701

02/05/2017WRTTT00800Departmental Agencies Data

02/05/2017WRTTT009001250. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the digital hubs that exist here that are in receipt of public money; the location of 
same; the details of State funds received each year for the previous five years; the startup costs 
of each; and the capital and current costs of each on an annual basis.  [19210/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): My Department provides funding to the Digital Hub Development Agency (DHDA) which 
was established under the Digital Hub Development Agency Act 2003 to support digital entre-
preneurship through the creation of a cluster of enterprises focussed on digital content and 
technology.  The Digital Hub project in Dublin commenced in 2000 with the establishment, on 
an interim basis, of Digital Media Development Limited. In establishing the Digital Hub, the 
State invested €73.6m in a portfolio of investment properties in 2001 and 2002, and a further 
€2.29m in broadband infrastructure.

The Digital Hub campus comprises a nine-acre site and the DHDA’s property portfolio 
consists primarily of protected structures, including vacant and derelict buildings which must 
be maintained pending their redevelopment.  Over 50% of the campus has been developed and 
there are currently nine properties available to let to digital clients.  

The DHDA meets its operational costs from a mix of Exchequer subvention and commer-
cial income.  A number of strategic digital initiatives undertaken by the DHDA have also been 
funded by my Department.  In addition, it has received grant funding from sources other than 
my Department. 

The Table sets out the Exchequer grant funding received by DHDA in each of the previous 
five years.

Year       Exchequer Fund-
ing  (Capital)

Exchequer Fund-
ing  (Current)

Other Grants

2012 €1.148m €2.067m  
2013 €0.323m €2.046m  
2014 €0.849m €1.774m  
2015 €0.72m €1.643m €0.02m
2016    - €1.587m  
The DHDA is currently focussed on implementing its strategy which envisages a significant 

expansion of its office capacity through the development and refurbishment of its properties.  
It aims to increase commercial income with a view to eliminating reliance on the Exchequer, 
while simultaneously contributing to the major regeneration of the Dublin 8 area. 

My Department also provided €20,000 in 2016 to the Ludgate Digital Hub in Co Cork for 
a report relating to its approach to stimulating demand for high speed connectivity among citi-
zens and businesses at a local level.

02/05/2017WRTTT01100Ministerial Responsibilities

02/05/2017WRTTT012001251. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the Ministers and their Departments that now have statutory responsibilities re-
garding the environment, detailing each of the statutory responsibilities. [19301/17]
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02/05/2017WRTTT013001252. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the Ministers that now have responsibilities relating to the environment; the exact 
responsibilities relating to the environment of each of those Ministers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20381/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1251 and 1252 together.

Following the reorganisation of Departments in 2016, my Department took over responsi-
bility for the following areas from the then Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government:

Environment Policy & Awareness;

Climate Policy;

EU and International Environmental Policy;

Waste Policy & Resource Efficiency;

Air Quality/Environmental Radiation Policy;

the Environment Advisory Unit.

 Details are set out in the Climate Action and Environment (Transfer of Departmental Ad-
ministration and Ministerial Functions) Order 2016, S.I. No. 393 of 2016.  

Other Government Departments have responsibility for functions that could be broadly 
classified as “environmental functions”. For example:

responsibility for water quality rests with the Department of Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government; and

responsibility for biodiversity rests with the National Parks and Wildlife Services of the 
Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

02/05/2017WRTTT01500Waste Management

02/05/2017WRTTT016001253. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the details of the agreement he reached with waste management companies in 
relation to the introduction of a pay-by-weight system with regard to bin collection charges; if 
changes in the bin charges regime will be introduced in 2017; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20501/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT017001283. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if provision can be made in regard to one- or two-person households at which 
waste collection would be required less frequently; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20077/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1253 and 1283 together.

The charges applied by waste management companies are a matter between those compa-
nies and their customers, subject to compliance with all applicable environmental and other 
relevant legislation, including contract and consumer legislation.  
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My Department is currently reviewing, together with the regulatory authorities and industry 
representatives, the introduction of an incentivised system which encourages people to prevent, 
reduce and segregate their waste.  This approach is in line with Government waste policy to 
reduce our reliance on landfill for waste disposal and will also facilitate the provision of a range 
of options for people to manage their waste costs.

02/05/2017WRTTT01900Commission for Communications Regulation

02/05/2017WRTTT020001254. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the legal firms contracted to work for ComReg on a consultancy basis; and the 
amount in fees paid to them since 2013. [19145/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): This is an operational matter for the Commission for Communications Regula-
tion (ComReg), an independent statutory body, established in 2002 under the Communications 
Regulation Act 2002.  I have, however, sent the Deputy’s query to ComReg for reply directly.

02/05/2017WRTTT02200Better Energy Communities Programme

02/05/2017WRTTT023001255. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the specific projects funded in 2016 by SEAI under its better energy communities 
programme; the projects that were unsuccessful; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19161/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the Better Energy 
Communities (BEC) Scheme on behalf of my Department.  The scheme aims to support and en-
courage community based partnerships to improve the energy efficiency of homes, businesses 
and community facilities in a local area.  To date the scheme has supported the upgrade of more 
than 12,000 homes and several hundred shared community facilities, from sports clubs to com-
munity centres and childcare facilities.    

In 2016, almost €20 million in grant support was awarded under this scheme to 35 com-
munity projects.  An additional two projects which sought funding of less than €50,000 were 
funded.  This provided for energy efficiency upgrades to more than 2,000 homes and 405 com-
munity and commercial facilities.  The total investment in energy efficiency, including fund-
ing from local communities themselves, was almost €48 million, supporting an estimated 700 
direct and indirect jobs across the country.  There were 63 applications to the scheme in total. 

The full list of successful projects is available on SEAI’s website at: http://www.seai.ie/
Grants/Better_Energy_Communities/BEC-projects-2016-Oct-revision.pdf.

This year, more than €26m in grant funding has been provided to 44 projects across the 
country.  This funding will provide for energy efficiency upgrades to over 2,000 homes, of 
which 1,510 are energy poor, and a further 479 community, public and commercial facilities.  
The projects include a wide range of upgrades to building fabric, heating systems, lighting and 
solar heating.  The total investment in energy efficiency is almost €67 million, supporting more 
than 1,000 jobs in the construction sector across the country.

I have set out for the Deputy’s information details on every project that has received funding 
under this year’s scheme.  In total, 62 applications for funding were received under the scheme.
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I would encourage all unsuccessful applicants to the scheme to contact SEAI directly for 
feedback on their application and how it could be improved for future iterations of the scheme. 
The team can be contacted at bec@seai.ie or call 01 808 2162.

In addition, the SEAI has established a specific email address for queries from Oireachtas 
members, which can be sent to oireachtas@seai.ie and will be dealt with promptly.

02/05/2017WRTTT02500Vehicle Testing

02/05/2017WRTTT026001256. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when the new nitrogen oxide emissions test will be introduced here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19168/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): A significant contributor to the rise in NOx emissions in recent years throughout 
the EU has been the higher than expected emissions from the new fleet of road vehicles, par-
ticularly diesel vehicles.  Over time, discrepancies have come to light between the emissions 
recorded from vehicles during emissions testing and ‘real’ driving.  The European Commission 
has introduced revisions to the test cycle to be more representative of emissions from the real-
world driving experience (RDE).  Ireland fully supports this approach and its early implemen-
tation.  The EU position in this area is managed by the Technical Committee - Motor Vehicles.  
The Road Safety Authority, which is under the aegis of the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport, is the agency attending that committee’s meetings on behalf of Ireland.  From 1 Sep-
tember 2017, the new RDE tests will be compulsory to determine whether a new car model is 
allowed to be put on the market.  I am, of course, conscious of the links across different policy 
sectors.  With this in mind, my Department recently undertook a public consultation on Ireland’s 
first ever national Clean Air Strategy.  The strategy will provide a framework for a formal set of 
cross-Government policies and actions to reduce harmful emissions from all sources, including 
transport, thereby improving our air quality and public health.  I look forward to engaging with 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and his Department, through the strategy formu-
lation process, to identify all practical means of reducing emissions from the transport sector.

02/05/2017WRTTT02800National Broadband Plan

02/05/2017WRTTT029001257. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the current stage of the tendering process for the national broadband plan. 
[19228/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT030001258. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if there is a legal opportunity to seek the acceleration of the procurement pro-
cess under the national broadband plan for the supply of high-speed broadband at this stage. 
[19229/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1257 and 1258 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) represents a very significant capital investment project 
for the State and aims to deliver high speed services to every city, town, village and individual 
premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government commits to the delivery of the NBP as a 
matter of priority.  
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The Government’s Intervention Strategy is available on my Department’s website at: http://
www.dcenr.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Ireland’s-Broadband-Interven-
tion-Strategy-update.aspx and sets out a detailed service specification including a requirement 
that the State-funded network must be capable of delivering high-quality, high speed broadband 
of at least 30 megabits per second download and 6 megabits per second upload, in addition to 
being future proofed.

On the 4th April, 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is avail-
able at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The Map shows the following categories of areas for delivery 
of broadband:

 - The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,

 - The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.

The updated Map gives certainty to the bidders in terms of the State Intervention Area for 
the procurement process.  This is an important milestone as it means that bidders can progress 
their business plans and the Department can move to the next stage of the procurement.   

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will rollout 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention area.  The procurement pro-
cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The NBP procurement 
process is following the “Competitive Dialogue” model and intensive dialogue with bidders is 
ongoing.

Following the Competitive Dialogue stage, the next step in the process is to formally invite 
bidders to submit detailed solutions which will be evaluated by the Department in line with the 
approved evaluation methodology.  This in turn will be followed by the issue of the final ten-
der.  The evaluation of final tenders will lead to the selection of a preferred bidder(s) fit to fully 
deliver on the Government’s objective of a truly open-access, wholesale network that delivers 
quality, affordable high speed broadband services to all premises in the intervention area. 

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP, once contracts are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the 
best rollout strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or 
high demand and a prioritisation programme.

02/05/2017WRTTT03200National Broadband Plan

02/05/2017WRTTT033001259. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of broadband in an area (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19373/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT034001285. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the details of the roll-out of fibre broadband in Ballyhaise, County Cavan and in 
particular, to persons in a housing estate (details supplied) in the area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20188/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1259 and 1285 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combi-
nation of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State intervention in 
those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint. 

On 4 April, I signed a commitment agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
broadband to an additional 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis.  Eir has 
committed to doing this work over a 90 week period, with an average of 500 premises passed 
per day.  My Department will be monitoring this rollout to ensure that eir meets its obligations 
under the Agreement.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my website www.
dccae.gov.ie.  

On the same day I published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available 
at www.broadband.gov.ie which finalises the State Intervention area for the remainder of the 
procurement process.  The updated Map shows the following categories of areas for delivery 
of broadband:

 - The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,

 - The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will re-
quire State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process. 

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

The map shows that  the townland of Peast, Co Monaghan and 21% of the townland of Town-
parks (EdBallyhaise) Co Cavan which includes Annalee Manor Housing Estate falls within the 
AMBER area and will be included in the State Intervention.  The remaining 79% of the town-
land of Townparks (ED Ballyhaise) falls within the BLUE area and will be covered by com-
mercial operators.  Individuals can themselves check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an 
AMBER area by accessing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode at www.
broadband.gov.ie. 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  The procurement pro-
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cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The three bidders have 
indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  A fibre-to-the-
home solution means that householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits 
per second but much higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP once contracts are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

In this regard, in July 2016, together with Minister Humphreys I established the Mobile 
Phone and Broadband Taskforce to identify immediate solutions to broadband and mobile 
phone coverage deficits and investigate how better services could be provided to consumers 
prior to the full build and roll-out of the network planned under the National Broadband Plan 
State intervention.  The report of the Task Force was published in December and is available at 
the following link: http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-
of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx.  In producing this report, the Task Force 
worked with Departments, local authorities, ComReg, State agencies, the telecoms industry and 
other key stakeholders.  The report contains 40 actions that will alleviate some of the telecom-
munications deficits across Ireland and the implementation programme on mobile phone and 
broadband access identifies 19 of these actions as areas where immediate and direct action by 
Departments and State agencies can ensure accelerated benefits to consumers.

The work of the Task Force will also assist local authorities in preparing for the roll-out of 
the new NBP network once contracts are in place.

In order to maintain momentum, I, together with my colleague Minister Humphreys, have 
established an Implementation Group, which met for the first time on 8 March.  This group will 
drive and monitor the implementation of the actions in the Task Force report, bringing together 
all key stakeholders identified in the Task Force report with responsibility for delivery of ac-
tions.  This group will formally report every 90 days on progress made on all actions to both 
myself and Minister Humphreys.  I am expecting the first such quarterly report shortly. 

In addition, I have signed regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with a 2017 allocation 
of spectrum in the 3.6 GHz radio spectrum band.  This will provide an 86% increase in total 
spectrum available for mobile and fixed wireless services.

In my Department’s Estimates for 2017, I have secured an €8 million provision for RTE to 
allow it to free up the 700 MHz spectrum band.  ComReg in turn will make plans to allocate this 
spectrum to provide for significantly enhanced mobile coverage.  The 700 MHz band is particu-
larly suited to rural environments where the signal can travel long distances.

These initiatives should assist in enhancing the quality of mobile phone and data services 
across Ireland and particularly in rural Ireland.

Question No. 1260 withdrawn.

02/05/2017WRTTT03700Television Licence Fee
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02/05/2017WRTTT038001261. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the aim of the new proposal to implement a television licence fee; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19452/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I recognise the important role that public service broadcasters play in our demo-
cratic society and the provision of stable and adequate funding is essential to ensuring they 
can continue to deliver on that role.  While the existing TV licence fee model has provided 
a measure of stability to date, the rapid changes in technology altering the traditional way in 
which television is watched, together with economic pressures generally, are having a growing 
impact on the funding now being provided by the model and raise a serious question mark over 
the future ability of the current model to continue to provide stable funding for public service 
media in the longer term. 

With this in mind, in October last year I asked the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Commu-
nications, Climate Action & Environment to examine the longer term issue of the future fund-
ing of public service media.  As the Deputy may be aware, the Committee is currently consid-
ering this issue following a period of public consultation and stakeholder engagement.  I look 
forward to receiving their report in due course which will help inform future funding policy for 
public service media in Ireland.

As I have previously indicated, I am also bringing proposals to Cabinet for amending the 
Broadcasting Act 2009.  In addition I asked the Office of Government Procurement to issue a 
Request for Information to see what services the market may be able to offer in respect of TV 
Licence collection.  This will help inform any tender process once the legislative amendments 
are in place to provide for a procurement process.

In the meantime, there will be no change to the existing TV licence fee arrangements.

02/05/2017WRTTT04000Broadcast Advertising Standards Regulation

02/05/2017WRTTT041001262. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 719 of 11 April 2017, the role 
his Department has with the on-demand audiovisual services group; the role his Department 
has with respect to the World Health Organization protocol on monitoring food and beverage 
marketing to children via television and the Internet despite not having a role in developing or 
amending BAI codes on advertising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19558/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT042001263. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 719 of 11 April 2017, the role 
his Department has with the on-demand audiovisual services group in respect of membership; 
if there is a departmental representative on this group; the membership of this group; if public 
health or children’s organisations are members of this group; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19559/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT043001264. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 719 of 11 April 2017, if work 
will be undertaken to quantify the extent and nature of children’s exposure to marketing for 
HFSS foods via television and the Internet as per the protocol despite not having a formal role 
in developing or amending BAI codes on advertising in view of the importance of this for the 
public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19560/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
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Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1262 to 1264, inclusive, together.

Statutory Instrument No. 258 of 2010 made provision for the self-regulation of on-demand 
audio-visual media services in Ireland.  Subsequent to this, the On Demand Audiovisual Ser-
vices Group (ODAS) was established under the auspices of IBEC and a Code of Conduct was 
devised which applies to all on-demand audio-visual service providers operating in the state.  
My Department has no role in respect of the membership of ODAS and there is no Departmen-
tal representative on the group.  Further details in respect of ODAS and its current membership 
are available from IBEC.

In devising the Code, ODAS was required to co-operate with the Broadcasting Authority 
of Ireland (BAI) in relation to the Code’s development and the final Code required the BAI’s 
approval.  The Code of Conduct was last reviewed by ODAS, in consultation with the BAI, 
in 2014.  In terms of the Code’s operation, the BAI’s only role is that its statutory Compliance 
Committee acts as an appeals body, where a complainant is not satisfied with the decision of the 
on-demand service provider, on complaints relating to content.  In this regard, a Memorandum 
of Understanding is in place between the BAI’s Compliance Committee and ODAS.  The BAI 
does not have a role in relation to any complaints appeals in respect of commercial communi-
cations.  This appeals function is carried out by the Advertising Standards Authority of Ireland 
(ASAI).

In relation to the BAI’s Children’s Commercial Communications Code, this Code makes 
specific provision for rules regarding the advertisement of foods that are high in fat, salt and 
sugar (HFSS).  This Code is scheduled for review over the next 12 to18 months and it is my un-
derstanding that the BAI intends undertaking research as part of the review and will have regard 
to the experience in Ireland since the Code’s introduction.  The BAI will also consider regula-
tory practices in other jurisdictions and plans to consult extensively with relevant stakehold-
ers including the Department of Health, who have primary responsibility for promoting WHO 
protocols, as part of the review process.  In addition, the BAI participated in a working group, 
established by the Minister for Health in 2015, to develop rules for marketing communications 
for food including HFSS on digital media; the working group has now concluded and a draft 
code is expected to be submitted to the Department of Health shortly.

02/05/2017WRTTT04500Electric Vehicles

02/05/2017WRTTT046001265. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if he will consider introducing a scheme by which his Department would 
subsidise the cost to employers of installing car charging ports at the workplace for employee 
use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19565/17]

02/05/2017WRTTT04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Accelerated Capital Allowances (ACA) scheme is a tax incentive whereby 
businesses offset the cost of investment in qualifying energy technologies, against their tax li-
abilities in year one rather than over a more prolonged period, thus aiding their cash flow.  The 
technologies supported include charging equipment for Electric Vehicles (EVs).  Information 
on the ACA scheme and qualifying technologies is available at http://www.seai.ie/Your_Busi-
ness/Accelerated_Capital_Allowance/.  In accordance with the commitment in the Programme 
for Government, my Department and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are co-
chairing a Low Emissions Vehicles (LEV) Task Force involving relevant Government Depart-
ments and agencies.

The work of the task force has been divided into two phases with the first phase focusing 
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solely on Electric Vehicles (EVs).  Three working groups have been set up with one group 
focussing on aspects relating to ‘Infrastructure, Energy Regulation and Pricing’ which will, 
as part of its work, consider potential incentives for domestic and private chargers including 
chargepoints in work places.

The Task Force is expected to report on an interim basis to Government on the first phase 
by June this year, with associated recommendations which will suggest a range of options for 
facilitating greater uptake of EVs in the coming years.

02/05/2017WRUUU00200Better Energy Communities Programme

02/05/2017WRUUU003001266. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason a grant application (details supplied) under the better energy commu-
nities scheme was declined; the total envisaged spend under the scheme in 2017; the projects 
which will be funded in Waterford city and county in 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19586/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the Better Energy 
Communities (BEC) scheme on behalf of my Department.  Neither I or my Department have 
any function in relation to evaluating or selecting individual grant applications to this scheme.

The BEC scheme is application led. Each year, SEAI publishes the guidelines for the scheme 
which covers what the scheme is intended to deliver and details how each individual application 
will be assessed and ranked.  Following the publication of these guidelines, applications are in-
vited from interested parties. Following the closing date, all applications are evaluated, projects 
are selected on a competitive basis and are approved by SEAI’s Board.  Projects are assessed 
based on four criteria: value for money; community and partnership approach; innovation and 
technical characteristics (including the ability to leverage funding from non-State sources); and 
quality/delivery. 

I have attached for the Deputy’s information details on every project that has received fund-
ing under this year’s scheme. In total, 62 applications for funding were received under the 
scheme. 

I would encourage all unsuccessful applicants to the scheme to contact SEAI directly for 
feedback on their application and how it could be improved for future iterations of the scheme.  
The team can be contacted at bec@seai.ie or call 01 808 2162.

In addition, the SEAI has established a specific email address for queries from Oireachtas 
members, which can be sent to oireachtas@seai.ie and will be dealt with promptly.

02/05/2017WRUUU00500Inland Fisheries Ireland

02/05/2017WRUUU006001267. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the number of prosecutions taken by Inland Fisheries Ireland against 
persons or groups in each of the years 2010 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the nature of the pros-
ecutions; if the prosecutions were successful; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19590/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU00700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Details of prosecutions taken by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) in 
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each of the years 2010 to 2016 and to date in 2017 are set out in the following table: 

National 
Total

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 (to 
date)

Pros-
ecutions 
Com-
pleted

115 141 116 79 112 85 66 8

Pros-
ecutions 
for 
fisheries 
offences

102 130 100 72 100 73 52 7

Pros-
ecutions 
for En-
viron-
mental 
Of-
fences

13 11 16 7 12 12 14 1

Suc-
cessful 
Pros-
ecutions

114 139 110 70 104 85 61 5

IFI continue to be vigilant and pro-active in protecting Ireland’s valuable inland fisheries 
and Sea-angling resources.  I am advised that IFI deploys significant protection and conserva-
tion resources including day and night surveillance operations, boat, kayak and foot patrols and 
monitoring of water quality.  IFI also has a 24 hour telephone hot-line 1890 34 74 24 to facilitate 
anglers and others to report any suspicious activity. 

02/05/2017WRUUU00800Mobile Telephony Services

02/05/2017WRUUU009001268. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on phone reception in County Kerry (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19613/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The provision of telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, 
is a matter for the service providers concerned which operate in a fully liberalised market 
regulated by the independent Regulator of the telecommunications sector, the Commission for 
Communications Regulation (ComReg). 

I am, however, critically aware of the frustration currently being experienced across Ireland, 
including in Listowel, County Kerry, where telecommunications networks are not always deliv-
ering the services people expect, and of the critical importance that access to such services is in 
rural areas. Recognising this frustration, I specifically included in the Programme for Govern-
ment a commitment to a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task Force. In July 2016, I established 
the Task Force together with Minister Humphreys to identify immediate solutions to broadband 
and mobile phone coverage deficits and investigate how better services could be provided to 
consumers prior to the full build and roll-out of the network planned under the NBP State in-
tervention.  The report of the Task Force was published in December and is available on both 



Questions - Written Answers

712

Departments’ websites. 

In producing this report, the Task Force worked with Departments, local authorities, Com-
Reg, State agencies, the telecoms industry and other key stakeholders. The report contains 40 
actions that will alleviate some of the telecommunications deficits across Ireland and the imple-
mentation programme on mobile phone and broadband access identifies 19 of these actions as 
areas where immediate and direct action by Departments and State agencies can ensure acceler-
ated benefits to consumers.

The work of the Task Force will also assist local authorities in preparing for the roll-out of 
the new NBP network once contracts are in place.

In order to maintain momentum, I, together with my colleague Minister Humphreys, have 
established an Implementation Group, which met for the first time on 8 March.  This Group 
is driving and monitoring the implementation of the actions in the Task Force report, bringing 
together all key stakeholders identified in the Task Force report with responsibility for delivery 
of actions.  This Group will be formally reporting every 90 days on progress made on all actions 
to both myself and Minister Humphreys.  I am expecting the first such quarterly report in the 
coming weeks.

The benefits that the implementation of the actions in the Task Force report will bring will 
be felt across Ireland.

In addition to the Mobile Phone and Broadband Task Force, other initiatives are underway 
to enhance services across the State.  I have signed regulations allowing ComReg to proceed 
with a 2017 allocation of spectrum in the 3.6 GHz radio spectrum band. This will provide an 
86% increase in total spectrum available for mobile and fixed wireless services.   In my Depart-
ment’s Estimates for 2017, I have secured an €8 million provision for RTE to allow it to free 
up the 700 MHz spectrum band. ComReg in turn will make plans to allocate this spectrum to 
provide for significantly enhanced mobile coverage. The 700 MHz band is particularly suited to 
rural environments where the signal can travel long distances.    In terms of commercial invest-
ment, mobile operators have invested significantly in rolling out improved services, following 
ComReg’s multi-band spectrum auction. At least one operator now has in excess of 90% 4G 
population coverage. However, as mobile services are a radio based technology, services can be 
affected by topography, quality of handsets and the capacity of the network, as well as by and 
proximity to mobile telephone antennas. 

These initiatives should assist in enhancing the quality of mobile phone and data services 
across Ireland and particularly in rural Ireland.

02/05/2017WRUUU01100Broadband Service Provision

02/05/2017WRUUU012001269. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to provide broadband to persons residing at addresses (details 
supplied). [19645/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU013001270. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to provide broadband to persons residing in an area (details 
supplied). [19646/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU014001271. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to provide broadband to persons residing at an address (details 
supplied). [19647/17]
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02/05/2017WRUUU01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1269 to 1271, inclusive, together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland. The Programme for Government commits 
to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combination 
of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State intervention in those 
areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second. The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint. 

On the 4 April, I signed a commitment agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
broadband to an additional 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis.  Eir has 
committed to doing this work over a 90 week period, with an average of 500 premises passed 
per day.  My Department will be monitoring this rollout to ensure that eir meets its obligations 
under the Agreement.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my website www.
dccae.gov.ie.  

On the same day I published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. which finalises the State Intervention area.  The updated Map shows the 
following categories of areas for delivery of broadband:

 - The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,

 - The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will re-
quire State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process. 

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

The map shows that the eircodes referred to by the Deputy  within the townlands of Bally-
groman Lower and Barrahaurin are in the AMBER area and will require State Intervention. In 
addition the Map shows that 79% of the townland of Ballynora and 100% of the townland of 
Curraheen (Ed Inishkenny) Co Cork fall within the AMBER area and will also be part of the 
State Intervention.  The remaining 21% of the townland of Ballynora falls within the BLUE 
area and will be covered by commercial operators and includes 2% of premises where eir is 
planning to deliver high speed broadband by 2018.  Individuals can themselves check whether 
their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing the High Speed Broadband Map 
and entering their Eircode at www.broadband.gov.ie.

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area. The procurement pro-
cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. The finalisation of the 
State Intervention Area for the procurement process is an important milestone as it means that 
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bidders can progress their business plans and the Department can move to the next stage of the 
procurement.   The  three bidders have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-
to-the-home solution. A fibre-to-the-home solution means that householders and businesses 
may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much higher, potentially up to 1000 
Megabits per second. 

The State Intervention network will be a wholesale network and retail service providers will 
be able to use the network to provide enhanced broadband services to their customers. 

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP once contracts are in place. 

The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to 
target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or high demand and a prioritisation 
programme.

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

In this regard, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task Force in July 2016 to-
gether with Minister Humphreys to identify immediate solutions to broadband and mobile 
phone coverage deficits and investigate how better services could be provided to consumers 
prior to the full build and roll-out of the network planned under the National Broadband Plan 
State intervention. The report of the Task Force was published in December and is  available at 
the following link: http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-
of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx.

In producing this report, the Task Force worked with Departments, local authorities, Com-
Reg, State agencies, the telecoms industry and other key stakeholders. The report contains 
40 actions that will alleviate some of the telecommunications deficits across Ireland and the 
implementation programme on mobile phone and broadband access identifies 19 of these ac-
tions as areas where immediate and direct action by Departments and State agencies can ensure 
accelerated benefits to consumers.   The work of the Task Force will also assist local authorities 
in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP network once contracts are in place.

In addition, I have signed regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with a 2017 allocation 
of spectrum in the 3.6 GHz radio spectrum band.  This will provide an 86% increase in total 
spectrum available for mobile and fixed wireless services.   In my Department’s Estimates 
for 2017, I have secured an €8 million provision for RTE to allow it to free up the 700 MHz 
spectrum band. ComReg in turn will make plans to allocate this spectrum to provide for sig-
nificantly enhanced mobile coverage. The 700 MHz band is particularly suited to rural environ-
ments where the signal can travel long distances.    These initiatives should assist in enhancing 
the quality of mobile phone and data services across Ireland and particularly in rural Ireland. 

02/05/2017WRUUU01600Inland Fisheries Ireland Staff

02/05/2017WRUUU017001272. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of staff of Inland Fisheries Ireland in each of the years 2011 to 2016 
and to date in 2017; the job descriptions within the agency; the number of staff assigned to each 
job description, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19708/17]
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02/05/2017WRUUU018001273. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of staff employed by Inland Fisheries Ireland qualified to carry out 
environmental inspections for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19709/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU01900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1272 and 1273 together.

Details of staff of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) in each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date 
in 2017 are shown in the table below.

The IFI Environmental Officers are dedicated to protecting the environment and ensuring 
best practice with regard to engineering works. Additionally, environmental protection is an 
element of the role of Inspector, Assistant Inspector, Fisheries Officer and General Operative 
grades, in addition to their duties in fisheries protection and development.

GRADE STAFF NUMBERS BY YEAR
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

CEO 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Heads Of 
Function

6 5 5 5 5 5 5

RBD 
Director

5 6 5 5 5 6 6

Assistant 
Principal 
Officer

0 0 0 0 1 2 3

Engineer 
Grade 2

2 2 2 1 1 1 1

Higher 
Execu-
tive Of-
ficer

13 13 12 12 11 15 15

Execu-
tive Of-
ficer

1 1 1 1 2 4 4

Environ-
mental 
Officer

19 16 16 16 17.5 16.5 15.5

Fishery 
Inspector

28 25 24 23 26 24 24

Assistant 
Fishery 
Inspec-
tors

42 41 41 40 38 38 38

Fisheries 
Officer

107.4 105.4 102.4 96.4 125 130 131

General 
Op-
erative/ 
Foreper-
son*

58.6 51.1 49.1 46.1 8.1 7.7 7.7
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GRADE STAFF NUMBERS BY YEAR
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Admin-
istrative 
Assistant

29.25 29.6 28.6 27.1 25.1 25.1 25.1

Senior 
Research 
Officer

6 6 6 6 5 5 5

Research 
Officer

10 9 9 8 8 8 8

Senior 
Research 
Techni-
cian

2 1 1 1 0 0 2

Research 
Techni-
cian

11 11 11 11 13 12 11

Totals 341.25 323.1 314.1 299.6 291.7 300.3 302.3 
*The inland fisheries resource benefitted from the upgrade of some 36 existing Inland Fish-

eries Ireland (IFI) staff to the grade of Fisheries Officer in 2015. Previously General Operatives, 
the new Fisheries Officers received training in the skills and competencies to allow then to en-
force fisheries legislation thereby protecting and conserving Ireland’s valuable inland fisheries 
and sea angling resource.  

02/05/2017WRUUU02000Inland Fisheries Data

02/05/2017WRUUU021001274. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the detail of each of the 12 completed environmental prosecution cases taken 
by Inland Fisheries Ireland in 2016; the geographic location each case related to; the sector or 
industry each case related to; the number of successful prosecutions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19710/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU02200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Details of environmental cases completed by Inland Fisheries 
Ireland in 2016 are set out in the following table. 

No of Environmental 
Cases Completed in 
2016

Sector Location No of Successful 
Prosecutions

1 Industrial Dublin Struck out following 
agreement between 
parties.

8 Agriculture 2 Cork, 1 Kerry 8
Industry Cork
Drainage Cork x 3
Sewage Cork
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No of Environmental 
Cases Completed in 
2016

Sector Location No of Successful 
Prosecutions

3 Agriculture Longford 3
Construction Kerry
Treatment Plant Offaly

1 Agricultural Galway 1
2 Water Treatment 

Plant
Cavan 2

15 Sewage Treatment 
Plant

Cavan 14

IFI’s Environmental Officers are dedicated to protecting the environment and ensuring best 
practice with regard to engineering works. Environmental protection is an element of the role 
of Inspector, Assistant Inspector, Fisheries Officer and General Operative grades, in addition to 
duties in fisheries protection and development.

IFI continues to respond to environmental incidents which impact of fisheries and I would 
encourage anglers and others to report any incident to the IFI telephone hotline 1890 34 74 24.

02/05/2017WRUUU02300Illegal Dumping

02/05/2017WRUUU024001275. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will allocate extra resources to Monaghan County Council in view of a re-
cent incident (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19806/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I thank the Deputy for bringing to my attention the latest in a long line of incidents 
of tyres being dumped around our countryside.  It is precisely this type of incident that confirms 
my resolve to introduce new structures for the tyre sector that will address the lack of regulation 
in the tyre market and reduce the stockpiles of waste tyres that could have a detrimental effect 
on the environment and human health.  

A new compliance scheme for tyres will be operated by Repak End of Life Tyres (ELT) with 
a registration and reporting role for the Producer Register Limited. The scheme will carry out 
all regulatory functions on behalf of its members and will be funded by a visible Environmental 
Management Cost (vEMC).  All operators will be obliged to provide data on the numbers of 
tyres coming on and off the market. This will be the first time that there will be clarity in this 
regard. It will be mandatory for anyone placing tyres on the market in Ireland to join the com-
pliance scheme.  

Monaghan County Council received funding in 2016 from my Department for the clean-up 
of tyres stockpiled in their functional area. The provision of funding in 2017 to address issues 
such as those raised in the question is currently under consideration in my Department.

02/05/2017WRUUU02600Trading Online Voucher Scheme

02/05/2017WRUUU027001276. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of trading online vouchers allocated in the first quarter of 2017; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter.  [19929/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU028001277. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of trading online vouchers that were allocated in 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19932/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU029001278. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the funding allocated to the trading online vouchers scheme in 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19933/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1276 to 1278, inclusive, together. 

My Department’s Trading Online Voucher Scheme, administered by the national network 
of 31 Local Enterprise Offices, offers a financial incentive of up to €2,500 along with training, 
mentoring and networking support, to help small and micro enterprises to trade online.  

Over 3,300 vouchers have issued to successful small businesses since the launch of the 
scheme in mid-2014. In addition, more than 7,000 businesses have benefitted from advice and 
peer-to-peer support through their participation in the information and training seminars deliv-
ered by the LEOs. 

Some 1,150 businesses were approved for trading online vouchers during 2016.  I have al-
located €3m to the Trading Online Voucher Scheme in 2017 to support 1,000 more small busi-
nesses to trade online. Between January and mid-March 2017, 196 applications had been ap-
proved under the scheme. 

The scheme is helping to revitalise small businesses, including sole traders, from across a 
wide range of sectors including retail, arts, crafts and design, manufacturing, food, and profes-
sional services.  An evaluation of the enterprise impacts of the scheme which I published in 
May 2016 shows that the scheme is helping small businesses to grow on average by 21%, in-
crease employment by 35%, and 3 in 5 begin to export.  Digital trade is contributing to sustain-
able regional economic development, with both urban and rural based businesses benefitting 
equally from the online opportunity.

My Department is currently scoping initiatives to build on the success of the scheme, put-
ting Ireland further ahead of our European counterparts in realising the benefits of selling goods 
and services online. 

In collaboration with the Local Enterprise Offices, my Department is delivering a series of 
regional events to showcase the benefits of trading online, provide training and increase aware-
ness of the Government support available. To date, regional events have been held in Roscom-
mon, Cork, Ballinasloe and in Dublin, with Kilkenny and Cavan/Monaghan to follow.  

02/05/2017WRUUU03100Recycling Policy

02/05/2017WRUUU032001279. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he will consider implementing a refundable deposit scheme for recyclables; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19986/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Repak is the approved producer responsibility compliance scheme for packaging 
in Ireland and is tasked with meeting recovery and recycling targets established under the EU 
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Packaging Directive (94/62/EC). The most recent Waste Packaging Statistics for Ireland pub-
lished by the EPA in May 2016 show that Ireland has met and exceeded the overall packaging 
waste recovery rate and the recycling rate targets since they came into force.  

In July 2014, the then Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government 
published a Review of the Producer Responsibility Initiative Model in Ireland. The aim of the 
review was to assess the nature and level of the challenges which are currently facing the ex-
isting Producer Responsibility Agreements, as well as the forthcoming challenges that are ex-
pected to arise in the management of various waste streams. A stakeholder consultation process 
was also conducted. 

As part of this review, a wider examination of issues within the packaging sphere was un-
dertaken and consideration was given to the introduction of a refundable deposit scheme for 
recyclables. 

The review report did not recommend the introduction of a Deposit and Refund scheme and 
concluded that to establish such a scheme was inappropriate, in view of the operation of the 
existing packaging scheme (operated by Repak), and policies concerning household waste col-
lection, plus the high administrative costs of introducing such a system.   

02/05/2017WRUUU03400Better Energy Homes Scheme

02/05/2017WRUUU035001280. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the details of specific home upgrades covered in the warmer homes scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19997/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Better Energy Warmer Homes (BEWH) Scheme is administered by the Sus-
tainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department. The scheme delivers 
a range of energy efficiency measures to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty, 
who meet the defined eligibility criteria.     

The scheme is delivered through a combination of SEAI appointed Community Based Or-
ganisations (CBOs), augmented by a panel of private contractors in order to ensure national 
coverage. The homes of beneficiaries are retrofitted free of charge, thus making those homes 
more energy efficient. The typical measures available include draught proofing, attic insulation, 
lagging jackets for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation.

Applications for the BEWH scheme are dealt with on a first come, first served basis. Once 
an application is made, contractors operating on behalf of SEAI survey the home to determine 
what measures are most suitable for that home. Once a survey has been completed, homes are 
issued to SEAI’s panel of appointed contractors and works typically proceed within a matter 
of days. Demand for the scheme remains strong, clearly demonstrating its potential to continue 
to deliver energy efficiency gains and related benefits, such as reduced energy costs and better 
health outcomes.

In March of this year I announced that a limited amount of deep retrofits will be available 
to those people who are eligible for the scheme and living in the poorest quality homes. SEAI 
are currently recruiting contractors to deliver these deeper efficiency measures on a nationwide 
basis and I expect the new upgrades to be available from this summer. I also announced that 
people who have previously received attic or loft insulation under the scheme but did not have 
their cavity walls treated can be revisited to now receive cavity wall insulation.
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Full details of this and all the schemes administered by SEAI are available from their web-
site http://www.seai.ie/ or directly from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, Wilton 
Park House, Wilton Park, Dublin, D02 T228, phone 01 8082100.

02/05/2017WRUUU03700Inland Fisheries Stocks

02/05/2017WRUUU038001281. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to increase the number of wild salmon available for high-value an-
gling in lakes and rivers, his views on whether netting in rivers is a problem; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20024/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU03900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the state agency responsible for the 
protection, management and conservation of Ireland’s inland fisheries and sea angling resourc-
es.  IFI manages salmon stocks on an individual river basis as each of Ireland’s 147 salmon 
rivers (including river sections and estuaries) has its own genetically unique stock of salmon.

IFI is supported in its management role by the independent Standing Scientific Committee 
(SSC), comprising scientists from a range of organisations. Scientific and management assess-
ments of each stock are carried out every year with IFI engaged in an extensive stock monitor-
ing which feeds into the scientific committee’s annual reviews. 

Following scientific assessment and management advice, the surplus, if any, available in 
each river is established for the forthcoming fishing season so that it may be apportioned be-
tween anglers and commercial fishermen as regards rivers and estuaries where a commercial 
fishery exists.  

As each stock is assessed annually, the Control of Fishing for Salmon Order is enacted each 
year and sets out, in line with the conservation imperative, the maximum number of public draft 
net commercial licences that are available to fishermen, for the forthcoming season in each of 
the specific Fishery Districts where a commercial fishery exists.

IFI manages salmon stocks diligently on the basis of the established “precautionary prin-
cipal” and the basis of national management policy is to ensure that all activity, commercial 
and recreational, is sustainable.  Commercial fisheries are only permitted on rivers where a 
sufficient surplus, above that rivers conservation limit, has been advised by the SSC and IFI 
to support a sustainable fishery.  In the case of estuaries, each of the contributing rivers must be 
above their individual conservation limit before a harvestable fishery is permitted.    

I am advised by IFI that, in relation to potential restocking of salmon, there are very sig-
nificant genetic and ecological concerns when the progeny of wild salmon reared in a hatchery 
environment are released back into the wild.

IFI adopts a wide-ranging protection strategy and protection measures are delivered through 
the operation of highly trained, skilled and experienced inland fishery protection and surveil-
lance teams, enabled through deployment of state-of-the-art technology and supporting infra-
structure, on a 24 hour, 365 day basis. 

The implementation of proven traditional work practices has been augmented by the in-
creasing use of new innovative approaches such as kayak and bike patrolling, dog assisted 
patrolling and covert surveillance using advanced digital technologies.  These innovations have 
assisted in deployment of protection resources and have delivered significantly improved ef-
ficiency and effectiveness.  
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02/05/2017WRUUU04000Fisheries Protection

02/05/2017WRUUU041001282. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the reason persons are being prevented from selling fish to local restaurants 
even if legally caught; the steps to be taken to ensure that persons and restaurants are both com-
pliant with the law; the recent changes in the law in this area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20026/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU04200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The sale of rod caught wild salmon or sea trout has been prohibited 
since 2001 as one of a range of measures aimed at conservation of stocks.  This particular mea-
sure was introduced to preserve angling as a recreational pursuit and not in any way to promote 
its development into a commercial activity by encouraging the catching of salmon or sea trout 
for sale or commercial gain and thereby potentially incentivising further pressure on vulnerable 
stocks.

The conservation imperative demands that salmon stocks must be afforded the maximum 
protection to facilitate the recovery of the genetically individual stock in each of our salmon 
rivers. For the 2017 season, some 48 rivers are open with an exploitable surplus and 27 rivers 
are open to catch and release angling with no harvestable surplus. 

In that context, the retention of the provision prohibiting the sale of rod caught wild salmon 
is considered an essential component of national conservation and protection policy. This and 
similar measures applying to other types of angling, such as restricting the numbers and sizes 
of fish that can be harvested, are all aimed at ensuring the long term survival of valuable recre-
ational angling fish stocks.

All salmon caught in Ireland must be tagged with a gill tag and logged to show where the 
fish was taken and whether taken by rod and line or in a commercial fishery.  Imported salmon 
are tagged with a tail tag. Restaurants selling, commercially caught or imported wild salmon for 
consumption are required to retain the appropriate tags and records which are subject to inspec-
tion, for compliance with statutory provisions, by IFI.

  Question No. 1283 answered with Question No. 1253.

02/05/2017WRUUU04400Broadband Service Provision

02/05/2017WRUUU045001284. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of new homes by county that have been connected to broadband 
in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20111/17]

02/05/2017WRUUU04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The table below shows the number of premises covered and to be covered by the 
National Broadband Plan.  The NBP is made up of commercial investment and a State Interven-
tion.

The information contained in the table is derived from the data provided by commercial op-
erators to my Department in the course of the National Broadband Plan mapping exercise.  This 
exercise was conducted by my Department in the period from July 2013 – April 2017. The table 
will be updated quarterly to reflect the rollout progress of the rural deployment area represented 
as Light Blue on the Map. 

To date over 1.4m premises in the BLUE area can access High Speed Broadband from com-
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mercial operators and progress is also being made in the LIGHT BLUE area where eir is rolling 
out fibre to the home to rural  premises.   

The ComReg quarterly report available from www.comreg.ie shows broadband subscriber 
numbers.  

On the 4th April 2017, I published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is avail-
able at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The updated Map shows the following categories of areas for 
delivery of broadband:

 - The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,

 - The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will re-
quire State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process. 

The map provides information on a county by county basis.   Individuals can themselves 
check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing the High Speed 
Broadband Map and entering their Eircode at www.broadband.gov.ie 

The information below sets out the position at end 2016.  

County Name Total Number of 
Premises

AMBER Prem-
ises Intervention 
Area

Blue Premises 
commercial op-
erators

LIGHT 
BLUE Premises 
Planned Com-
mercial Rural 
Deployment 
Area *

Carlow 27,668 7,880 15,863 3,925
Cavan 42,143 17,150 17,664 7,329
Clare 68,488 23,529 31,023 13,936
Cork 267,361 74,849 167,139 25,373
Donegal 101,184 34,105 42,782 24,297
Dublin 590,076 8,701 577,905 3,470
Galway 133,963 39,335 67,633 26,995
Kerry 89,068 29,090 34,988 24,990
Kildare 89,565 13,371 67,063 9,131
Kilkenny 47,650 17,901 22,445 7,304
Laois 38,927 12,721 21,143 5,063
Leitrim 22,263 11,318 7,949 2,996
Limerick 97,173 22,105 60,036 15,032
Longford 22,414 8,288 10,287 3,839
Louth 60,085 8,755 43,618 7,712
Mayo 83,214 37,046 30,103 16,065
Meath 83,031 19,370 50,662 12,999
Monaghan 32,845 15,792 12,505 4,548
Offaly 36,737 12,420 18,166 6,151
Roscommon 39,117 18,688 12,984 7,445
Sligo 39,978 14,386 19,625 5,967
Tipperary 83,976 30,428 38,048 15,500
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County Name Total Number of 
Premises

AMBER Prem-
ises Intervention 
Area

Blue Premises 
commercial op-
erators

LIGHT 
BLUE Premises 
Planned Com-
mercial Rural 
Deployment 
Area *

Waterford 61,506 16,690 38,562 6,254
Westmeath 44,369 12,019 25,664 6,686
Wexford 81,796 21,785 39,674 20,337
Wicklow 63,773 14,286 44,041 5,446
Total 2,348,370 542,008 1,517,572 288,790
* These figures will reduce as the rural deployment is rolled out.

There are c.2.3m  premises covering Ireland’s 26 counties, of which approximately 542,000 
premises are located in the AMBER area on the Map.  These premises will require State inter-
vention and are the focus for the procurement process which formally commenced in December 
2015.  The remaining 1.8m  premises are located in the BLUE areas and will be/are served by 
commercial operators.  Of the 1.8m premises, some 288,000 premises fall within eir’s plans to 
deliver rural high speed broadband between now and end 2018.  Information on eir’s planned 
rural deployment is available at  http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/. 

  Question No. 1285 answered with Question No. 1259.

02/05/2017WRVVV00200Broadband Service Provision

02/05/2017WRVVV003001286. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if a company’s (details supplied) plans to roll out broadband in County 
Kildare form part of the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20248/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV004001288. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if a company (details supplied) will be in receipt of a State subsidy to roll out 
broadband in County Kildare in view of the fact that the company had plans to offer broadband 
before the NBP was announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20258/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV005001289. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the progress of the NBP in County Kildare; the date on which it 
expected that all homes and businesses will have access to reliable fast broadband; if the NBP 
gave consideration to the local area plans released for County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20260/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1286, 1288 and 1289 together. 

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland. The Programme for Government commits 
to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combination 
of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State intervention in those 
areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
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considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second. The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint. 

On 4 April, I signed a commitment agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
broadband to an additional 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis.  Eir has 
committed to doing this work over a 90 week period, with an average of 500 premises passed 
per day.  My Department will be monitoring this rollout to ensure that eir meets its obligations 
under the Agreement.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my Department’s 
website www.dccae.gov.ie.  

On the same day I published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. which finalises the State Intervention area.  The updated Map shows the 
following categories of areas for delivery of broadband:

 - The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,

 - The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will re-
quire State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process. 

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

There are circa 89,000 premises in County Kildare, approximately 13,000 (14%) of which 
are located in the Amber area on the Map, and will benefit from the NBP’s State Intervention.  
The remaining c76,000 (75%) premises are located in the commercial BLUE area and will be 
served by commercial operators and includes approx. 9,000 (12%)  where eir is planning to 
deliver high speed broadband by 2018. 

Individuals can themselves check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area 
by accessing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode at www.broadband.
gov.ie 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area. The procurement pro-
cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. The level of subsidy that 
will be sought by bidders to roll-out high speed broadband in Amber areas of the High Speed 
broadband Map, will be established through that procurement process. No subsidy is paid to-
wards the investment by commercial operators in rolling out high speed broadband in the Blue 
areas of the map. 

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP once contracts are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
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network once a contract is awarded. The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the 
best rollout strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or 
high demand and a prioritisation programme.

02/05/2017WRVVV00700Post Office Network

02/05/2017WRVVV008001287. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to secure the future of post offices with particular reference to post of-
fices in Fingal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20252/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): It is Government policy that An Post remains a strong, viable company in a po-
sition to provide a high quality, nationwide postal service and that it maintains a nationwide 
customer-focused network of post offices in the community 

As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have responsibility 
for the postal sector, including the governance of An Post, to ensure the company is fully com-
pliant with the code of practice for the governance of State bodies and the governance functions 
included in the statutory framework underpinning An Post.

On foot of a reconfiguration of Government Departments in July last year, responsibility 
for the post office network transferred to the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs. Arrangements are in hand to reassign this responsibility to my Department 
given my overall responsibility for An Post.

The operation of the post office network is an operational matter for the Board and manage-
ment of An Post and not one in which I, as Minister, have a statutory function.

  Questions Nos. 1288 and 1289, answered with Question No. 1286

02/05/2017WRVVV01100Media Mergers

02/05/2017WRVVV012001290. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland has provided an update on the pro-
posed media merger involving the acquisition of sole control of a company (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20261/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Following approval by the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission, 
notification of the proposed merger referenced in the question was received by me as Minister 
on 21 November 2016.  I had 30 working days from the notification deadline of 24 November 
2016 to conduct an initial, or Phase 1, assessment of the case on media plurality grounds. 

This examination was guided by the relevant criteria laid out in the legislation and by the 
Guidelines on Media Mergers, which are available on my Department’s website. The examina-
tion process laid out in the legislation and the Guidelines requires consideration to be given to 
a number of important criteria or measures, including diversity of ownership in the relevant 
media sector and in the wider media market, editorial management, governance structures, and 
the financial standings of the parties to the proposed merger.

On completion of this Phase 1 examination, I decided on 10 January 2017 to request the 
BAI to conduct a full media merger examination of the proposed transaction. The BAI will, 
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following its examination of the proposed merger, provide me with a report detailing its recom-
mendations on the matter within 80 working days from the date of my request. Furthermore, 
in accordance with the legislation, I established an advisory panel to provide an opinion to the 
BAI on the application of the relevant criteria in the legislation to the media merger in question. 

In accordance with the timeline prescribed by the legislation, the BAI must submit its report 
and recommendations to me, as Minister, by 10 May 2017 at the latest. Upon receipt of these, I 
have a further 20 working days within which I must make a final determination to allow the 
proposed acquisition to proceed; to allow the proposed acquisition to proceed with conditions; 
or to refuse to allow the proposed acquisition to proceed. 

As the statutory process is not yet concluded, it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
on this case.

02/05/2017WRVVV01400Biofuel Availability

02/05/2017WRVVV015001291. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the EU Commission’s policy to cap and phase out all conventional 
biofuels produced in the EU in spite of their many evident benefits including the role they play 
in ensuring food security; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20283/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV016001294. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will he bring forward proposals to halt importation of so called biodiesel 
based on palm oil in view of the environmental and social impacts associated with this; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20286/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1291 and 1294 together.

The 2009 Renewable Energy Directive requires that biofuels must meet strict sustainability 
criteria to qualify for support and to be counted towards renewable energy targets. Under these 
criteria all biofuels, including biodiesel produced from palm oil, may not be made from raw 
materials originating from tropical forests or recently deforested areas, drained peatland, wet-
land or highly biodiverse areas.  

In addition, the 2015 ILUC Directive limits to 7% the amount of energy from crop based 
biofuels, whose use could lead to Indirect Land-Use Change (ILUC) that Member States can 
count towards their 2020 renewable energy targets in transport. I anticipate the ILUC Directive 
will be transposed into Irish legislation by my Department by the deadline of 10 September 
2017.

In November 2016, the European Commission published a proposal for a new Renewables 
Directive that envisages an overall European Union renewable energy target of at least 27% in 
2030.  It is proposed in the draft Directive that the amount of energy from crop based biofuels 
which can be counted towards renewable energy shares in transport (RES-T) in the period after 
2020 will be progressively reduced from 7% in 2020 to 3.8% in 2030.

Biofuel production and its use, unless properly regulated, may not deliver required green-
house gas savings and could impact negatively on food production and land use.  It is important, 
therefore, that measures are in place to mitigate against environmental risks, such as Indirect 
Land-Use Change, of certain categories of biofuels.  It is also important that the development 
of advanced biofuels, which pose little risk of ILUC, are encouraged.  Both the ILUC Directive 
and the proposed new Renewables Directive contain measures to incentivise the production of 
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such biofuels.

02/05/2017WRVVV01800Motor Fuels

02/05/2017WRVVV019001292. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the priority he attaches to reversing the trend of dieselisation of road transport; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20284/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The trend of dieselisation of road transport is a concern to me, and to Governments 
all around Europe, as road transport, and diesel in particular, is a significant source of harmful 
emissions.  Emissions from transport, including particulate emissions, can have a detrimental 
impact on both environmental ecosystems and human health.  Inhalation of Particulate Matter 
(PM) can increase respiratory morbidity (including exacerbation of existing conditions such as 
asthma) as well as contributing to cardiovascular disease.

A significant contributor to the rise in NOx emissions in recent years throughout the EU has 
been the higher than expected emissions from the new fleet of road vehicles, particularly diesel 
vehicles.  Over time, discrepancies have come to light between the emissions recorded from 
vehicles during emissions testing and ‘real’ driving.

Given the nature of both auto manufacture and the EU’s single market, a coordinated Euro-
pean response across all Member States is necessary.  The regulatory shortcomings highlighted 
by this issue are being addressed at EU level through the adoption of a revised emissions test 
cycle, that incorporates elements of real world driving. Ireland fully supports this approach 
and its early implementation.  

At a national level, in accordance with the commitment in the Programme for Government, 
my Department and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are co-chairing a Low 
Emission Vehicles (LEV) Task Force involving relevant Government Departments and agen-
cies. The work of the task force has been divided into two phases, with the first phase focusing 
solely on electric vehicles. The Task Force expects to report on an interim basis to Government 
on the first phase by June 2017, with associated recommendations. These recommendations 
will suggest a range of options for facilitating greater uptake of EVs in the coming years.

My Department has also commenced work on the first ever National Clean Air Strategy 
which will provide an overarching strategic policy framework within which clean air policies 
can be formulated and given effect in a manner consistent with national, EU and international 
policy considerations and priorities. The Clean Air Strategy will address priority air pollutants 
in Ireland, including diesel emissions, in an integrated manner. A public consultation on the 
strategy closed last week.

02/05/2017WRVVV02100Motor Fuels

02/05/2017WRVVV022001293. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the consideration he has given to the beneficial health impacts of increased etha-
nol blending in petrol when tackling NO2 and fine particulate matter pollution; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20285/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Vehicle emissions are a key source of negative health impacts from a range of air 
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pollutants including nitrogen oxides (NOx) , particulate matter (PM), black carbon and volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), particularly in urban areas. Though petrol and diesel road vehicles 
have met progressively tighter EU emission limits, known as Euro standards, since the early 
1990s, increases in road traffic, changes to the ratio of diesel to petrol vehicles, questions over 
the efficacy of the Euro standards in real driving conditions, as well as the behaviour of some 
vehicle manufacturers, mean that the air pollution impact from road transport still presents a 
significant challenge. 

The use of biofuels such as ethanol (or biodiesel for diesel cars) can help to reduce emis-
sions, particularly carbon dioxide emissions, from road transport.  Since 1 July 2010, Ireland 
has operated a Biofuels Obligation Scheme which is administered by the National Oil Reserves 
Agency (NORA) and requires road transport fuel suppliers to bring increasing amounts of bio-
fuel to the transport fuel market.  The obligation has been increased over the years since the 
beginning of the scheme, with the most recent increase bringing it to 8.695% from 1 January 
2017.  

The use of biofuels is not, however, without potential drawbacks, which can include the 
displacement of food production, or habitat destruction for the purposes of clearing land for 
biofuel production.  Strict sustainability criteria must be applied to biofuels under the 2009 Re-
newable Energy Directive (2009/28/EC) before they can be counted towards Member State’s 
renewable energy targets.  Under these criteria, biofuels may not be made from raw materi-
als originating from tropical forests or recently deforested areas, drained peatland, wetland or 
highly biodiverse areas.  

In addition, the European Commission adopted Directive (EU) 2015/1513 (also known as 
the Indirect Land-Use Change  or ILUC Directive) in September 2015. This Directive limits to 
7% the amount of energy that Member States can count towards their 2020 renewable energy 
targets in transport from crop based biofuels whose use could lead to indirect land-use change.  
It also contains incentives to encourage the development of advanced biofuels that do not affect 
food production. The ILUC Directive will be transposed into Irish legislation by September 
2017.

It is important to ensure that the solution of any environmental problem, such as air pollu-
tion in Ireland, is not at the cost of creating a greater environmental problem elsewhere.  

I am currently developing Ireland’s first ever National Clean Air Strategy to advance a co-
herent cross Government framework for decision making on policies and actions that can im-
pact air quality and pollution from all sources, including road transport.  A public consultation 
on the Strategy closed last week.

  Question No. 1294 answered with Question No. 1291.

02/05/2017WRVVV02500Bituminous Fuel Ban

02/05/2017WRVVV026001295. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to ban or limit the use of bituminous fuels; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20478/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal, or ‘the smoky 
coal ban’ as it is commonly known, was first introduced in Dublin in 1990, and subsequently 
extended to our major cities. Following a public consultation process, it was further extended 
in 2012, and now applies in 26 urban areas nationwide. The ban has proved very effective in 
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reducing particulate matter and sulphur dioxide levels and has had the effect of significantly 
improving public health. Research indicates, for example, that the ban has resulted in over 350 
fewer annual deaths in Dublin alone. 

An ‘all-island’ research study commenced in February 2014 into policy options to deal with 
the problem of airborne pollution from residential fuel combustion, in particular, smoky coal. 
The study, undertaken under the auspices of the North-South Ministerial Council, was finalised 
in December 2015, and subsequently presented to Ministers.  The report supports the extension 
of the ban areas in Ireland and smoke control areas in Northern Ireland. While I would like to 
see a joint approach by authorities to the introduction of an all island ban on smoky coal, it is 
of course also a matter for authorities in Northern Ireland to consider in relation to that jurisdic-
tion.  Notwithstanding the timing of decisions in the North and the position taken there, I am 
committed to extending the ban nationwide in this jurisdiction.  

This process necessarily involves discussion and consultation with a wide number of stake-
holders, including with the European Commission, relevant Government Departments and 
Agencies, the residential fuel industry, and the general public.  Discussions  with many of these 
stakeholders on issues that may arise in connection with the proposed nationwide ban are un-
derway.

My Department is currently developing a national Clean Air Strategy which will provide 
the strategic framework for a set of cross-Government policies and actions to reduce harmful 
emissions, and consequential health impacts, by improving our air quality. A public consulta-
tion process on the strategy concluded last week. The strategy will also address a wide range 
of other national policies that are relevant to air quality such as transport, energy and agricul-
ture. Residential home heating is a key source of air pollution, in particular from solid fuel and 
smoky coal, and as such there is a pre-existing commitment to extend the smoky coal ban na-
tionwide by 2018.  I expect that the strategy will be published by the end of 2017 and that I will 
to be to be in a position to implement the national ban in time for the heating season of 2018, 
that is the third quarter of that year. 

02/05/2017WRVVV02800Broadband Service Provision

02/05/2017WRVVV029001296. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of plans to extend broadband cover to a location (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20537/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband ser-
vices to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland. The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved 
through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State 
intervention in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
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Megabits per second. The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint. 

On 4 April, I signed a commitment agreement with eir in relation to its plans to provide 
broadband to an additional 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis.  Eir has com-
mitted to doing this work over a 90 week period, an average of 500 premises passed per day.  
My Department will be monitoring this rollout to ensure that eir meets its obligations under the 
Agreement.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my website www.dccae.gov.
ie.  

On the same day I published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. which finalises the State Intervention area.    The updated Map 
shows the following categories of areas for delivery of broadband:

 - The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,

 - The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will re-
quire State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process. 

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

The map shows that 98% of the townland of Fountainstown,  Cork falls within the AMBER 
area and will require State Intervention.  The remaining 2% of the townland  fall  within the 
BLUE area and will  covered by commercial operators.    Individuals can themselves check 
whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing the High Speed Broad-
band Map and entering their Eircode at www.broadband.gov.ie 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area. The procurement pro-
cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The  three bidders have 
indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution. A fibre-to-the-
home solution means that householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits 
per second but much higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP once contracts are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

In this regard, I established the Task Force in July 2016 together with Minister Humphreys 
to identify immediate solutions to broadband and mobile phone coverage deficits and investi-
gate how better services could be provided to consumers prior to the full build and roll-out of 
the network planned under the National Broadband Plan State intervention. The report of the 
Task Force was published in December and is  available at the following link: http://www.dc-
cae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broad-
band-Taskforce.aspx.

In producing this report, the Task Force worked with Departments, local authorities, Com-
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Reg, State agencies, the telecoms industry and other key stakeholders. The report contains 
40 actions that will alleviate some of the telecommunications deficits across Ireland and the 
implementation programme on mobile phone and broadband access identifies 19 of these ac-
tions as areas where immediate and direct action by Departments and State agencies can ensure 
accelerated benefits to consumers.   The work of the Task Force will also assist local authorities 
in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP network once contracts are in place.

In order to maintain momentum, I, together with my colleague Minister Humphreys, have 
established an Implementation Group, which met for the first time on 8 March. This group will 
drive and monitor the implementation of the actions in the Task Force report, bringing together 
all key stakeholders identified in the Task Force report with responsibility for delivery of ac-
tions. This group will formally report every 90 days on progress made on all actions to both 
myself and Minister Humphreys. I am expecting the first such quarterly report shortly. 

In addition, I have signed regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with a 2017 allocation of 
spectrum in the 3.6 GHz radio spectrum band. This will provide an 86% increase in total spec-
trum available for mobile and fixed wireless services. In my Department’s Estimates for 2017, 
I have secured an €8 million provision for RTE to allow it to free up the 700 MHz spectrum 
band. ComReg in turn will make plans to allocate this spectrum to provide for significantly en-
hanced mobile coverage. The 700 MHz band is particularly suited to rural environments where 
the signal can travel long distances.    These initiatives should assist in enhancing the quality of 
mobile phone and data services across Ireland and particularly in rural Ireland.

02/05/2017WRVVV03100Mining Licences

02/05/2017WRVVV032001297. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding a new application to mine coal (details supplied); when this 
matter will be dealt with; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20579/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV03300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): Prospecting Licence 3891 is held by Dan Morrissey (Ireland) 
Ltd.  A Prospecting Licence confers a right to prospect for minerals but not to mine minerals.  
My Department is in receipt of an application for a State Mining Lease in respect of the mining 
of coal and fireclay at Rossmore, Co. Laois. This application remains under consideration. 

02/05/2017WRVVV03400National Mitigation Plan

02/05/2017WRVVV035001298. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on Germany’s request that accounting for managed wetlands be obliga-
tory for EU member states for their 2030 greenhouse gas emissions targets. [20858/17]

02/05/2017WRVVV03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I refer to the reply to Question No. 300 of 6 April 2017. 

Under the Paris Agreement, the EU has committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
at least 40% by 2030, compared with 1990 levels, and negotiations on how this should translate 
into efforts by individual Member States are ongoing. The Deputy is referring to a proposal 
made by Germany regarding the mandatory inclusion of wetlands by Member States in the 
context of this negotiation process. 

As I have previously outlined, there is an absence of global experience in the tracking and 



Questions - Written Answers

732

reporting of climate mitigation measures associated with wetlands. Ireland presently accounts 
for mitigation action associated with wetlands falling within currently-reported land types and 
continues to carry out research which will support the understanding of carbon stock changes 
associated with peatlands and agricultural soils. This will feed into the development of a more 
robust inventory and underpin future accounting for mitigation action associated with wetlands. 

I remain open to considering further work on the role of wetlands in the context of the Na-
tional Mitigation Plan, building on the experience  of research already undertaken.  

02/05/2017WRWWW00200Road Tolls

02/05/2017WRWWW003001299. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to the ruling of the European Court of Justice earlier in 2017 which stated that VAT should not 
be applied to tolls on road journeys, if reimbursements will be provided to persons for their 
journeys; if so, the way a person can apply for a reimbursement of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19333/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  More 
specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and local 
roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are vested 
in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under Part V 
of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the Roads 
Act 2007).

The recent decision on VAT is in relation to state-owned toll roads such as where TII is 
the toll charger. The position adopted by TII in relation to the M50 and the Dublin Port Tun-
nel, following the initial finding, it absorbed the cost of VAT within the pre-existing tolls and 
did not impose an increased charge. In other words, VAT was shown as part of the total toll 
charge. From 1st April 2017, the toll charge will no longer show a VAT element. There is no 
variation in the overall cost and there has been no variation in the overall toll cost since 2010. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the matter to TII for a more detailed reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/05/2017WRWWW00500Road Tolls

02/05/2017WRWWW006001300. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to in effect a 23% increase in toll charges on the M50 which will cause 
undue hardship on the haulage industry; if his attention has been further drawn to the ruling 
of the Court of Justice that European toll charges are not subject to VAT; if he will liaise with 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland to postpone these charges; if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that these new toll charges, along with current insurance premiums, have the potential 
to close down haulage companies; and if he will meet with the Irish Road Haulage Association 
to discuss this matter following a request from same. [19363/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  More 
specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and local 
roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are vested 
in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under Part V 
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of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the Roads 
Act 2007).

The position with regard to VAT on tolls is that, following the initial finding, TII absorbed 
the cost of VAT within the pre-existing tolls and did not impose an increased charge. In other 
words, VAT was shown as part of the total toll charge. From 1st April 2017, the toll charge will 
no longer show a VAT element. There is no variation in the overall cost and there has been no 
variation in the overall toll cost since 2010.

Given the very clear position of myself as Minister, as set out above, and TII statutory pro-
visions, any meeting regarding tolls would have to be with TII.  As Minister I have no role in 
relation to toll charges or VAT.  Noting the above position, I have referred the matter to TII for 
a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

02/05/2017WRWWW00800Road Traffic Legislation

02/05/2017WRWWW009001301. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if own-
ers of motorised buggies on golf courses come within the Road Traffic Act; if they require in-
surance (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19591/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Under the Road Traf-
fic Act, 1961 as amended, compulsory motor insurance applies to vehicles used in a public 
place. A “public place” means any public road and any street, road or other place to which the 
public have access with vehicles whether as of right or by permission and whether subject to or 
free of charge.

Golf caddy vehicles are mechanically propelled vehicles under the Road Traffic Act 1961 
and if they are used in a public place they must have insurance as set out in the Road Traffic 
Act, 1961.

The 6th EU Directive on Motor Insurance has been fully transposed into Irish law.  There 
has, however, been a decision in a European CJEU case (Case C-162/13) which could extend 
the range of motor insurance to include vehicles used even in non-public places. This deci-
sion has been under examination by the European Commission with a view to an amendment to 
the motor insurance directive to deal with any potential unintended consequences of the Court 
decision.  See http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/2016_fisma_030_motor_
insurance_en.pdf   .

02/05/2017WRWWW01100Bus Services

02/05/2017WRWWW012001302. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether the public bus service is a vital piece of infrastructure in rural communities; his 
plans to support such services; if he will ensure there is an adequate and secure level of pub-
lic transport provision in rural communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20526/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I refer the Deputy to 
my reply to Question No. 77 which I answered on the 22nd March 2017 as follows.

I am fully aware of the important role the bus fulfils in ensuring public transport connectiv-
ity for rural communities.  This Government has supported that role through the 11% cumula-
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tive increase I secured in Budget 2017 for both the Public Service Obligation (PSO) programme 
and the Rural Transport Programme.

That increase means that in 2017 approximately €277 million be available to the National 
Transport Authority to support the delivery of these important programmes, which underpin 
the delivery of taxpayer funded bus services across rural Ireland.  I have committed publicly to 
further increasing the funding of those programmes in the future as resources allow.  Publicly 
funded bus services in rural Ireland are expanding and improving and that is reflected in the 
increases in passenger numbers, particularly within Bus Éireann’s PSO network.

That Exchequer financial support is supported at a policy level by the commitment given 
within the Programme for a Partnership Government to review public transport policy so as to 
ensure services are sustainable into the future and are meeting the needs of a modern economy.  
I am glad to say that this commitment is also reflected within the actions contained within Re-
alising our Rural Potential - Action Plan for Rural Development which specifically references 
the rural transport dimension and the needs of rural communities.

I have no doubt the Deputy is aware that across rural Ireland the publicly funded bus ser-
vices are complemented by a huge range of privately operated bus services.  These bus services 
are provided by operators under licence from the National Transport Authority pursuant to the 
Public Transport Regulation Act 2009 and contrary to some reports are not solely focused on 
major inter-urban routes, but are also frequently found connecting rural towns and villages 
across the State.  In 2015 around 23 million people travelled on a commercial bus service, 
which represents approximately 9% of all public transport journeys that year.

The National Transport Authority has assured rural Ireland that it has the statutory powers 
available to it to ensure continued public transport connectivity for communities who may lose 
services in cases where a commercial operator introduces service changes. The NTA has used 
those powers in the past and will do so again in the future if required.

02/05/2017WRWWW01400Garda Equipment

02/05/2017WRWWW015001303. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the guide-
lines issued to An Garda Síochána on use of the equipment (details supplied) provided in road-
side drug tests in order to overcome the problems with the operation of the equipment in tem-
peratures below 5° C; the reason this equipment was chosen; and the cost of same. [20649/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The Medical Bu-
reau for Road Safety has statutory responsibility for the supply and testing of the roadside drug 
testing devices.  I have therefore forwarded the request to the Bureau for direct reply.

I would ask the deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 working 
days.

02/05/2017WRWWW01700Garda Equipment

02/05/2017WRWWW018001304. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is satis-
fied with the accuracy of equipment provided (details supplied) in order to carry out roadside 
drug tests; and if he has had discussions on these matters with either the Garda Commissioner 
or the Road Safety Authority. [20650/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Statutory responsibil-
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ity for testing, approval, and supply of devices for conducting preliminary drug tests under the 
Road Traffic Acts rests with the Medical Bureau of Road Safety.  I have therefore referred the 
Question to the Bureau for direct response.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a 
reply has not been received within ten days.

02/05/2017WRWWW02000Driver Licences

02/05/2017WRWWW021001305. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce incentives to Irish emigrants returning home from abroad to help them to 
reintegrate into society, for example, to obtain driving licences and so on; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20003/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The position of re-
turning emigrants in relation to driving licences depends on their particular circumstances.

When an Irish driving licence has lapsed, it may be renewed for up to ten years.  This means 
that a person who held a valid, full, driving licence on leaving the country and whose licence 
has lapsed by less than ten years may simply renew their licence on returning. 

A second set of circumstances is where returning emigrants have been driving in an EU 
Member State.  Under EU law, all Member State driving licences are interchangeable.  A person 
in this set of circumstances may therefore exchange their current licence for the Irish equivalent.

The third category represents people from non-EU states with which we have a bilateral 
agreement on driving licence exchange.  These people too can exchange their current licence 
for the Irish equivalent.

This leaves people who have a driving licence from countries outside the EU with which we 
do not have an exchange arrangement.  People in these circumstances must pass our driving test 
in order to get an Irish driving licence.  It is worth remembering that driver licensing law exists 
to set minimum standards which people must meet in order to drive on our roads.  Driving is not 
a right.  It is a privilege which is earned.  We recognise EU licences because all Member States 
test drivers to the same standards.  When we reach bilateral agreements on driving licence ex-
change, it is only after we are satisfied following detailed comparison of the systems that the 
testing regime in that state is comparable to our own.

I do agree however that we should try where possible to reduce the burden on people com-
ing here with full licences from non-exchange countries. At present, we already allow them 
a waiver from the usual requirement to be a learner for six months before taking the driving 
test. The requirement to undergo a programme of 12 ‘Essential Driver Training’ lessons for 
all learners is currently being reviewed by by my officials to see whether a more limited pro-
gramme can be tailored to people with full licences from non-exchange countries.   I do believe 
a programme of training would be of benefit, given that these are people used to driving in 
different conditions and with different laws, but I think that the training requirements could be 
reduced in such cases.

02/05/2017WRWWW02300Road Tolls

02/05/2017WRWWW024001306. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
sea and river search and rescue vehicles are charged when travelling through road tolls; if the 
boats they tow are charged separately; and if they have recourse to claiming this money back. 
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[19188/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The statutory power 
to levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with 
private investors in respect of national roads is vested in Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII, 
formerly NRA) under Part V of the Roads Acts 1993 to 2015.

The Roads Act 1993 sets out the legislative provisions regarding tolling and section 62 of 
the Act specifies the categories of vehicles which are exempt from the payment of toll charges.  
Only ambulance, fire brigade vehicles and vehicles used by members of An Garda Síochána or 
the Defence Forces, in the performance of their duties as such members, are exempt from the 
payment of tolls.  In that regard, it is important to note that the Irish Coast Guard of this Depart-
ment, the Royal National Lifeboat Institute, mountain rescue teams and other community-based 
voluntary emergency services and groups are not exempt from the payment of tolls.   

Voluntary and community organisations such as river and sea rescue provide a valuable 
service but in order to ensure the implementation of a fair and robust system of tolling enforce-
ment, it is essential that it is applied equally to all users.  It would be very difficult to provide 
an exemption for one voluntary or community organisation and not to another.  In addition, 
making the voluntary and community sector generally exempt from tolls would incur a cost to 
the Exchequer as the PPP toll operators would have to be reimbursed for losses.  As far as I am 
aware, the sector in general has not expressed concerns on the matter.

Noting the above position, I have referred the matter to TII for a more detailed reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/05/2017WRWWW02600Road Safety Authority Data

02/05/2017WRWWW027001307. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the op-
erating costs, staff numbers and annual budget of the Road Safety Authority. [19192/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

02/05/2017WRWWW02900State Airports

02/05/2017WRWWW030001308. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
capital investments are planned at Cork Airport in each of the years 2017 to 2020; his views on 
whether extending the runway at Cork Airport would generate additional route opportunities; if 
applications for runway extension funding have been made by the airport; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19193/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, statutory responsibility for the ownership, management and development of Cork Air-
port rests with the daa which operates to a fully commercial mandate and any proposals in rela-
tion to infrastructure and facilities at the Airport are a matter for the company.  I have forwarded 
the Question to daa for direct reply.  If the Deputy does not receive a reply within 10 working 
days, please advise my Private Office.
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02/05/2017WRWWW03200Road Network

02/05/2017WRWWW033001309. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the per-
centage of the road network which is designated as country road and urban road, respectively. 
[19231/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In terms of classifi-
cation under the Roads Acts and for the purposes of roads management and maintenance, the 
road network in Ireland is not designated as either country roads or urban roads.  Instead, it 
consists of a national road network which includes motorways and the regional and local road 
network.  A breakdown of the network is as follows: 

Network Length % of total network
National roads (including 
motorway)

5,594 kms 5.64%

Regional and local roads 93,592 kms 94.36%
Total 99,186 kms 100%

The classification of roads is distinct from provisions governing the application of speed 
limits, or other geographical information such as classifications used by the Central Statistics 
Office.

02/05/2017WRWWW03500Rural Transport Programme

02/05/2017WRWWW036001310. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the divi-
sion within his Department that has responsibility for local link services operated under the 
rural transport programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19246/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW037001311. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the addi-
tional resources which have been allocated to transport co-ordination units under local link that 
will allow them effectively develop and manage new services in view of the additional funding 
allocated for local link services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19247/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW038001312. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the criteria 
that determine the staffing levels for transport co-ordination units under local link; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19248/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1310 to 1312, inclusive, together.

My Department, through the Public Transport Regulation Division, provides funding for the 
Rural Transport Programme (RTP) to the National Transport Authority (NTA) which has na-
tional responsibility for integrated local and rural transport, including management of the RTP.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your questions to the 
NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within 10 working days.

02/05/2017WRWWW04000Sports Capital Programme Applications
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02/05/2017WRWWW041001313. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
applicants for the sports capital programme can expect to be notified regarding their application 
for funding. [19295/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): All of the 2320 applications received under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme 
will be assessed by officials in my Department over the coming months.  Given the number of 
applications received and the detailed information submitted, it will take a number of months to 
complete the assessment process with allocations not expected until September.

02/05/2017WRWWW04300Departmental Bodies Expenditure

02/05/2017WRWWW044001314. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the amount of money that Sport Ireland has spent on legal fees in 2016 and to date in 2017. 
[19359/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW04500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): As this question is a matter for Sport Ireland, I have referred it to Sport Ireland 
for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply is not received within 10 
days.

02/05/2017WRWWW04600Ministerial Responsibilities

02/05/2017WRWWW047001315. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
functions and responsibilities he has in his role as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
by each area of his full ministerial title, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19386/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The list of statu-
tory functions of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, as it currently stands, runs 
to 118 pages and it is therefore not feasible to replicate it in tabular form for the purposes of 
this response. However, the details are available on my Department’s website at the following 
link Minister of Transport, Tourism and Sport Statutory Functions.  As can be seen, the func-
tions of the Minister of Transport, Tourism and  Sport are set out in numerous pieces of primary 
and secondary legislation. While this list is not fully comprehensive at present, it is currently 
being reviewed with a view to being updated.

02/05/2017WRWWW04900Road Traffic Legislation

02/05/2017WRWWW050001316. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will, in conjunction with the NRA, consider reduced speed limits at junctions from motorways 
at which there is a build up of exiting traffic in order to reduce accidents at these junctions; if he 
will consider junctions 28, 29 and 30 from the M7 in particular; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19420/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  While the Road Traf-
fic Act 2004 sets default speed limits for various categories of roads, elected members of local 
authorities, have statutory responsibility for deciding on and making appropriate Special Speed 
Limit bye-laws for roads within their administrative area, and in the case of national roads, sub-
ject to the consent of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII).
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To assist local authorities in the application of Special Speed Limits, my Department’s up-
dated Guidelines for Setting and Managing Speed Limits in Ireland, which is available to all 
local authorities, reiterates the statutory responsibilities of elected members in relation to the 
making of such Special Speed Limit bye-laws, subject to following Department Guidelines. 

In the case of the junctions referred to in the Deputy’s question, it is a matter for Limerick 
City and County Council, in conjunction with TII, to consider the various options for address-
ing any traffic or safety matters raised by the Deputy.

In addition, any decision as to whether the introduction of Special Speed Limit bye-laws for 
these junctions is an appropriate solution is a matter for the Council in conjunction with TII. 
Responsibility for making Special Speed Limit bye-laws rests with Limerick City and County 
Council and is subject to the prior written consent of TII in the case of all national roads.

02/05/2017WRWWW05200Coast Guard Services

02/05/2017WRWWW053001317. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
estimated cost of increasing funding for the Coast Guard by 5% in 2017. [19524/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The funding alloca-
tion to the Irish Coast Guard, a division of my Department, for 2017 was € 66,855,000 for Cur-
rent Expenditure  and € 4,630,000  for Capital Expenditure.

A 5% increase in these amounts would cost an extra  € 3,342,750 in Current and € 231,500 
in Capital costs.

02/05/2017WRWWW05500Coast Guard Services

02/05/2017WRWWW056001318. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of funding received by the Coast Guard in each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 
2017; and the staffing costs, operational costs, administrative costs and all other relevant costs 
within the Coast Guard for each of the years. [19525/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

The allocation figure is the amount that was budgeted each year for IRCG and the expendi-
ture figure is the final output for each year.  The Expenditure figure for 2017 is spend to date. 

Year Current Capital Total allocation Expenditure
2011 32,348,000 8,000,000 40,348,000 42,796,821
2012 37,826,000 10,200,000 48,026,000 43,277,354
2013 55,848,000 15,235,000 71,083,000 70,763,735
2014 63,295,000 8,267,000 71,562,000 70,917,808
2015 62,665,000 4,940,000 67,605,000 68,103,715
2016 65,855,000 4,600,000 70,455,000 69,594,858
2017 66,855,000 4,630,000 71,485,000 18,342,210

The spend on Coast Guard staffing in the operational and engineering areas is as follows:
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Operations Year Total
 2011 €3,890,034.75
 2012 €3,567,353.45
 2013 €4,047,239.84
 2014 €3,851,329.37
 2015 €3,844,732.06
 2016 €3,799,140.32
 2017 €1,309,923.61

Engineering Year Total
 2011 €583,379.12
 2012 €526,468.03
 2013 €477,445.11
 2014 €400,691.75
 2015 €392,497.17
 2016 €404,093.13
 2017 €141,269.18

Since its inception in 2013 the Maritime Services Division (MSD) of my Department has 
provided administrative support to both the Coast Guard and the Marine Survey Office. MSD 
operational costs are as follows:

MSD Year Total
2011 €0.00

 2012 €0.00
 2013 €7,360.43
 2014 €1,303,388.32
 2015 €1,372,063.89
 2016 €1,388,371.21
 2017 €507,459.37

02/05/2017WRWWW05800Vehicle Registration

02/05/2017WRWWW059001319. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will introduce a system of licensing and regulating the use of horse-drawn vehicles on public 
roads in a number of areas (details supplied); and if a country-wide ban on sulky racing similar 
to the by-laws created in Kilkenny city and county will also be considered. [19526/17]

02/05/2017WRWWW06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I would like to advise 
the Deputy that drivers of horse-drawn vehicles, like all vehicles used in a public place, are re-
quired to comply with road traffic legislation, and are responsible for behaving in a safe manner.  
It is an offence to organise an unlicensed race on a public road.

There is at present no licensing regime for drivers of animal-drawn vehicles comparable to 
the system of driver licensing for mechanically propelled vehicles, nor are animal-drawn ve-
hicles subject to NCT-type tests.  I have no plans at present to change the law in this regard.  The 
matter of licences for horse ownership, as well as the question of chipping animals, and animal 
welfare, fall within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Agriculture.



2 May 2017

741

Ports Policy

02/05/2017WRXXX002001320. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to publish the order to transfer the ownership of Galway Port to the local authority; if 
there will be local consultation on the order once published; his further plans to discuss this 
proposed order with the local Members of the Houses of the Oireachtas before publication; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19530/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the Harbours Act 2015 provides  the necessary legislative basis to allow for the trans-
fer of Ports of Regional Significance, including Galway Port, to local authority control.  The 
future governance and operational structures of the port are primarily matters for agreement 
between the Council and the port company.  The decision on the model of transfer will be in-
formed by the due diligence process which is being carried out by the local authority.  When 
the due diligence is completed, I expect progress will be made towards finalising the model, 
timeline and preparations for transfer.  An Order will be then be drafted.  In accordance with the 
Harbours Act 2015, the transfer of the port company to the local authority will be effected by 
Ministerial Order with the prior consent and signature of both the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform, and the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.

Airlines Charges

02/05/2017WRXXX004001321. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
there are regulations in place in relation to the fees that airlines can charge for changing a name 
on an airline ticket; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19548/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX005001322. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
discussions he has had with his European counterparts in relation to standardising or reducing 
the fees that airlines can charge for changing a name on an airline ticket; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19549/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1321 and 1322 together.

Statutory Instrument No 426 of 2008 came into force on 1st  November, 2008 giving effect 
to Regulation (EC) No. 1008/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on common 
rules for the operation of air services in the Community.   Regulation 1008/2008 replaced three 
pre-existing European Regulations dating from 1992. 

Article 22 of Regulation 1008/2008 establishes pricing freedom for Community air carriers 
to set fares and rates for air services.  The setting of fares and charges is therefore an operational 
matter for the airlines themselves.

Article 23 of the Regulation relates to pricing transparency and requires that all air fares and 
rates are available publicly for intra-EU services.  Furthermore, it requires that the final price to 
be paid shall at all times be indicated and shall include the applicable air fare or air rate as well 
as all applicable taxes, charges, surcharges and fees which are unavoidable and foreseeable at 
the time of publication.

Arising from the European Commission’s Aviation Strategy, the Commission has published 
a roadmap for the evaluation of Regulation 1008/2008 to provide an up-to-date overview of the 
application of its provisions in EU Member States and to seek to identify evidence based areas 
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of concern in that application.  The review is planned to be completed in Q2 2018.

Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRXXX007001323. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has met with the Dublin Airport Authority to discuss Brexit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19550/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX008001324. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department is putting in place contingency plans to deal with the potential impacts of Brexit on 
the aviation industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19551/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX009001325. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
implications for Ireland of the UK leaving the single aviation market; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19552/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1323 to 1325, inclusive, together.

Issues arising as a result of the UK’s plans to leave the EU are being managed on a whole-
of-government basis, with overall responsibility resting with the Department of An Taoiseach.  
My Department is represented on the Economy and Trade Group and also on the Aviation and 
related Tourism sub-groups under these structures.  Officials of my Department are in close 
liaison with the aviation sector, including airlines and airports, to assess the implications of 
Brexit on that sector.

Airlines and airports, including the daa, among other aviation stakeholders, as well as my 
Department are represented on the National Civil Aviation Development Forum Working 
Group on Regulatory Affairs.  This Group has extensively considered the aviation implications 
of Brexit and has met with the Department’s representative on the Interdepartmental Group of 
Senior Officials to discuss the concerns of the aviation industry.  Representatives of the Group 
have also met with senior officials in the Department of the Taoiseach in relation to those con-
cerns.  The outcome of these consultations informs the analyses of the Department and feeds 
into the overall analyses of Government.

I have had a number of interactions with the Chair of daa on a range of matters relevant to 
the Company.  However, I have not met with daa to discuss Brexit specifically.  

Aviation services between the UK and Ireland and within the EU operate within the EU 
Single Aviation Market.  In order to maintain liberal access from the UK to Ireland and the rest 
of the EU, a new aviation agreement between the UK and the remaining 27 EU Member States 
will be required.  In the absence of such a replacement aviation transport agreement, existing 
traffic rights could be negatively impacted, including the rights of Irish licensed airlines to fly 
between the UK and Ireland, the UK and the rest of the EU, within the UK, and between the UK 
and a range of other third countries.

The full implications for Ireland of the UK leaving the single aviation market will only 
become clear once formal Brexit negotiations commence.  The Government will continue to 
plan for and mitigate the associated risks of Brexit throughout the EU/UK withdrawal process.

Joyriding Offences
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02/05/2017WRXXX011001326. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the phenomenon of older, uninsured and untaxed cars being bought by persons who then 
use the car to joy ride; if he will consider reforms to the car ownership registration process to 
frustrate this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19598/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Change of vehicle 
ownership notifications are recorded on my Department’s National Vehicle and Driver File 
(NVDF).  Article 10 of the Road Vehicles (Registration and Licensing) (Amendment) Regula-
tions 1992 (SI No. 385 of 1992) and amendments made thereon set out the procedures regard-
ing notification and recording of changes of vehicle ownership.  The use of uninsured and un-
taxed vehicles for joyriding purposes, as referred to by the Deputy, is primarily an enforcement 
issue, and a matter for An Garda Síochána.  Notwithstanding this, my Department has started a 
programme of work to investigate possible efficiencies and improvements in driver and vehicle 
licensing - including the change of ownership process.

Greenways Development

02/05/2017WRXXX013001327. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects the Glenbeigh to Renard greenway to be completed. [19629/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Under the National 
Cycle Network (NCN) Funding Programme 2014-2016, €3.4m was awarded to Kerry County 
Council (KCC) for the construction of the Glenbeigh to Renard greenway.  As the Deputy is 
aware, this project has experienced significant challenges in terms of costs, planning, engineer-
ing and engagement with local landowners which has resulted in the delay in delivering the 
project within the timeframe of the funding programme.  The focus to date for KCC has been on 
progressing the planning and design elements of the route.  My officials continue to work close-
ly with the project team in KCC to endeavour to progress this project.  My Department is devel-
oping a new Strategy on Greenways to underpin the future development and funding of green-
ways.  The proposed Strategy will include a recommended approach to be taken by authorities 
and agencies tasked with delivering greenway infrastructure to issues concerning land access/
ownership.  The Department will undertake a public consultation process in the near future to 
inform the development of the new Greenways Strategy and all interested parties will have the 
opportunity to submit their views on such issues during the public consultation process.

Coast Guard Services

02/05/2017WRXXX015001328. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
a new Coast Guard facility will be provided on lands owned by his Department in Cleggan; if 
planning permission has been sought to date for this facility in view of the reply to this Deputy 
on 7 February 2017 that the Coast Guard had asked the OPW to apply for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [19641/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The OPW are in the 
process of drawing up plans with the intention of applying for planning on this site.  The Coast 
Guard are currently using the site for training purposes.

Penalty Points System
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02/05/2017WRXXX017001329. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
process by which drivers can determine when penalty points have expired; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19673/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): When penalty points 
expire a letter is issued to the driver informing them that their points have expired and giving 
the balance of their penalty points, if any.  A driver can ascertain what penalty points, if any, are 
on their driving licence record by contacting the National Driver Licence Service at info@ndls.
ie

Penalty Points System Data

02/05/2017WRXXX019001330. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if all 
historic penalty points have now been removed from a driving licence in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19674/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Penalty point of-
fences endorsed on a driving licence record are held on my Department’s National Vehicle 
and Driver File (NVDF).  The records on the NVDF indicate that a notification of removal of 
penalty points was issued to the licence holder in question on 21 August 2015.  This notification 
stated that 2 penalty points relating to an offence on 20 June 2012 had now been removed from 
the licence holders record, but that 3 points, relating to a different offence, remained.  These 
3 points are scheduled to be removed on 25 July 2018, subject to no disqualifications in the 
interim.

Road Projects

02/05/2017WRXXX021001331. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the al-
location from the exchequer and other sources under the capital plan to the Cork Limerick road; 
the estimated cost of the project; the expected completion time; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19757/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX022001332. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
allocation from the exchequer and other sources under the capital plan for the A5 upgrade road; 
the estimated cost of the project; the expected completion time; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19758/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX023001333. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
allocation from the Exchequer and other sources under the capital plan to the Narrow Water 
bridge project; the estimated cost of the project; the expected completion time; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [19759/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1331 to 1333, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Capital Plan published in September 2015 outlined proposed 
transport investment priorities to 2022.  While the transport element of the Capital Plan did 
provide for some targeted investment in a number of new projects in the Munster region, it was 
not possible to include the M20 in the Capital Plan as the scale of investment to deliver it was 
not affordable.  

I am conscious of the potential regional development benefits of an upgrade of the Cork to 
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Limerick link and in this regard I agreed to TII spending €1 million to review the status of work 
undertaken previously and to update certain inputs including traffic studies.  I do expect that the 
status of the Cork to Limerick road link will be examined as part of the Review of the Capital 
Plan which is under way.  In relation to the Narrow Water Bridge project, while the Capital Plan 
outlines the Government commitment to the concept of the Bridge, it does not provide specific 
funding for the project.  Under the Fresh Start Agreement, the Northern Ireland Executive and 
the Government agreed to undertake a review of the proposed Narrow Water Bridge project 
with a view to identifying options for its future development, for consideration by the North 
South Ministerial Council (NSMC). 

Discussions have been under way at senior official level with the Northern Ireland authori-
ties regarding co-operation on commitments in the Fresh Start Agreement, including the Nar-
row Water Bridge project.  Pending the outcome of consideration of options in relation to the 
proposed project, no provision has been made for project funding. 

As the Deputy is aware the Stormont House Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh 
Start - reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to provide funding of £50 million for the A5 
project and committed an additional £25 million to ensure that Phase 1 of the project (New 
buildings to north of Strabane) can commence as soon as the necessary planning issues have 
been resolved by the Northern Ireland authorities.  A specific allocation for the A5 project has 
not been provided to this Department under the Capital Plan.

Parking Regulations

02/05/2017WRXXX025001334. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the pen-
alties for illegally parking in a disabled persons parking place; and the specific statutory basis 
for the offence and the penalties. [19787/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Article 44 of the Road 
Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations 1997 (S.I. No. 182 of 1997) provides that a vehicle 
shall not be stopped or parked where a Disabled Persons Parking Bay is provided, unless a dis-
abled person’s parking permit is displayed in the vehicle which is parked for the convenience 
of the person to whom the permit was granted.  These Regulations are made under section 35 
of the Road Traffic Act 1994 (No. 7 of 1994).  Section 35(5)(a) of the 1994 Road Traffic Act 
provides that a person who contravenes a regulation under this section shall be guilty of an of-
fence.  The Road Traffic Acts 1961 to 2005 (Fixed Charge Offences) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 
135 of 2006) declare this offence to be a fixed charge offence.  The fixed charge is €80 if paid 
within 28 days, or €120 if paid within the next 28 days.  If the fixed charge is not paid within 
the 56 day period, a summons to court will be issued.

Bus Éireann

02/05/2017WRXXX027001335. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
bus driver with a previous road traffic conviction is precluded from employment with Bus Éire-
ann (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19811/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the Company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.
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Sports Capital Programme

02/05/2017WRXXX029001336. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a sports 
club can make a late submission for sports capital funding; and if not, when this scheme will be 
open for new applications. [19814/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The application period for the 2017 Sports Capital Programme closed on 24 Feb-
ruary 2017.  By that date 2320 applications were received and these will be assessed by officials 
in my Department over the coming months.  The terms and conditions of the Sports Capital 
Programme make it clear that no late applications can be accepted.  As part of my Department’s 
submission on the mid-term review of the Capital Plan, funding has been sought to run annual 
rounds of the Sports Capital Programme from 2018 onwards.  The timing of any future rounds 
will be considered after the review of the Capital Plan has been completed and clarity is pro-
vided regarding future funding for the Programme.

Road Projects

02/05/2017WRXXX031001337. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
funding will be made available for a bridge replacement (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19834/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.  I have, therefore, referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Driver Test Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRXXX033001338. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will appoint a second driving tester to a driver testing centre (details supplied); if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that there is a backlog of persons awaiting testing. [19853/17]

02/05/2017WRXXX03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

Sport Ireland Expenditure

02/05/2017WRYYY002001339. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if he has satisfied himself that 
this expenditure was a proper and appropriate use of taxpayer’s money; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [19873/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY003001340. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
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ther to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if he has taken all reasonable steps 
to limit this expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19874/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY004001341. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if he has satisfied himself with 
the conduct of all persons directly or indirectly employed by his Department, Sport Ireland and 
its predecessors in connection with this matter.  [19875/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY005001342. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if he has satisfied himself with 
the conduct of all professional advisers who acted for Sport Ireland and its predecessors CSID 
and NSCDA in relation to the advice given and actions taken in the matter which led to this 
litigation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19876/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY006001343. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if he has satisfied himself that using 
over €80,000 of taxpayer’s money in a failed attempt to defeat FOI requests was an appropriate 
and proper use of taxpayer’s money; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19877/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY007001344. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, his Department has always dictated 
the overall case strategy in relation to the manner in which FOI requests were handled; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [19878/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY008001345. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, the identity and grade of the 
persons in his Department who have dictated the overall case strategy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [19879/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY009001346. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if his Department has rejected 
proposals that would have limited or reduced this expenditure; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [19880/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY010001347. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if his Department has undertaken 
a risk assessment into the merits of defending the current litigation with a company (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19881/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY011001348. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if his Department received a 
quotation of likely legal expenditure from solicitors (details supplied) for this case preparation 
and presentation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19882/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY012001349. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if he has satisfied himself that it 
is appropriate for him to retain the same firm for both the 2005 and 2016 proceedings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [19883/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY013001350. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, the rates that are being paid for 
each grade of solicitor and barrister in this case in view of the significant amount of taxpayer’s 
money being committed to this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19884/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY014001351. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
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further to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 21 March 2017, if he will provide an itemised 
account of legal expenditure on the case to date, for pre court case advice, court attendances, 
post case costs and counsel fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19885/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1339 to 1351, inclusive, together.

I am satisfied that expenditure on legal fees is a proper and appropriate use of taxpayers’ 
money by Sport Ireland in situations where it considers that legal advice is required.  It is a mat-
ter for Sport Ireland to satisfy itself in relation to the procurement of such advice and the rates 
payable.  I am not aware of any formal proposals to limit expenditure on legal fees in any of the 
areas mentioned by Sport Ireland in its response to the Deputy’s question of 21 March 2017. 

Sport Ireland is a public body for the purposes of the FOI Acts and decisions in relation to 
FOI requests made to Sport Ireland are entirely a matter for Sport Ireland, in accordance with 
the provisions of the FOI Acts.  My Department has no role in such decisions and does not di-
rect Sport Ireland or dictate any strategy as to how it processes FOI requests.  

Sport Ireland is the defendant in the legal case mentioned by the Deputy.  I am not a party to 
the case.  As the case is currently before the Courts, it would be inappropriate for me to make 
any comment on the case itself or on any action taken in relation to it.  While all related mate-
rial would be subject to legal privilege, I can inform the Deputy that there has been engagement 
between the Department and the Office of the Attorney General and also with Sport Ireland and 
its legal advisers in relation to the case.

While I have been kept informed by Sport Ireland in relation to legal fees payable by it to 
its legal advisers in the case, matters relating to the procurement of the legal advisers, includ-
ing quotations and rates payable are a matter for Sport Ireland.  I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
questions to Sport Ireland for direct reply in relation to the procurement of legal advisers, the 
rates payable and an itemised account of costs to date.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my 
office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

Road Projects

02/05/2017WRYYY016001352. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
scheme (details supplied) can be included in the capital investment plan 2016 to 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19918/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Within its annual budget the planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  As indicated previously to the 
Deputy, the N2 was not included in the Capital Plan published in September 2015.  Decisions 
on the transport elements of the Capital Plan were framed by the conclusions reached in my 
Department’s Strategic Investment Framework for Land Transport.  Based on the findings in 
that report it is envisaged that maintenance and renewal of the road network will continue to be 
the main priority over the next period and the bulk of the roads capital budget, approximately 
€4.4 billion, is earmarked for such essential work with a further €600 million allocated for 
implementation of the PPP road programme which is already underway.  In this context the N2 
scheme was one of a range of projects that it was not possible to include given the overall fund-
ing envelope available.   As regards the possibility of funding as part of the Capital Plan Re-
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view, my Department is making a strong case for additional funding, including the development 
of a project pipeline for national road schemes.  The final decisions on allocations are, however, 
matters for the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and Government as a whole.

Road Projects

02/05/2017WRYYY018001353. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cri-
teria used to allocate funds by TII to local authorities for roads; the allocations to each county 
in 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19925/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-
2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Details of the allocations to each 
local authority in respect of national roads are available in the Dáil library.  However, details of 
the criteria used to allocate funds for these roads are a matter for TII.  Noting the above position, 
I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Rail Network

02/05/2017WRYYY020001354. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a cost 
benefit analysis has been carried out on the possibility of building a high speed railway line 
between Dublin and Belfast; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19947/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY021001355. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if dis-
cussions have taken place to date in relation to the possibility of building a high speed railway 
line from Dublin to Belfast; the estimated cost of such a project; the discussions that have taken 
place with the EU in relation to funding this project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19948/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1354 and 1355 together.

A cost benefit analysis has not been carried out on upgrading the Dublin-Belfast rail link to 
a high-speed link. 

The Northern rail line plays an important role in linking communities North and South of 
the Border.  Iarnród Éireann and Translink have established a joint Enterprise Board chaired 
by the CEO’s of both companies aimed at implementing improvements to the Enterprise cross-
border Dublin/Belfast service. 

While the main emphasis of funding for the rail network in the Government’s Capital Plan 
is on the maintenance of the existing network to ensure it remains safe and fit for purpose, fund-
ing has been allocated for electrification of the Northern Line as far as Balbriggan.  Funding 
has also been allocated for the completion of the City Centre Re-signalling Programme and the 
construction of a new Central Traffic Control Centre which will enable the DART expansion 
projects to progress as well as generally improving national rail movements, including the En-
terprise service. 
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The role of heavy rail in Ireland’s transport sector is currently under review.   A public con-
sultation process on the Rail Review prepared jointly by the National Transport Authority and 
Iarnród Éireann concluded on 18 January and the NTA is currently preparing a report about the 
process which I intend to bring to Government in due course.  No decisions on any changes 
to the rail network will be made until the outcome of the public consultation process has been 
evaluated and NTA’s report considered. 

Road Network

02/05/2017WRYYY023001356. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department has received a submission from Monaghan County Council (details supplied); the 
specific projects that he plans for County Monaghan arising from the mid term review of the 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment Plan 2016 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [19969/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY024001357. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of the national primary and secondary network; the specific projects that he plans for 
County Cavan arising from the mid term review of the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
Plan 2016 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19970/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY025001358. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if spe-
cific funding will be provided to the National Roads Authority in respect of the necessary up-
grading of a road which carries a heavy volume of traffic and is inadequate at present for such a 
level of traffic (details supplied); if this project will be included in the Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment Plan 2016 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19971/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY026001359. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing will be provided in the Infastructure and Capital Investment Plan 2016 to 2021 to enable 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland to progress a proposed road project (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19972/17]

02/05/2017WRYYY02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1356 to 1359, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, decisions on the transport elements of the Capital Plan 2016-2021 
were framed by the conclusions reached in my Department’s Strategic Investment Framework 
for Land Transport.  Based on the findings in that report it is envisaged that maintenance and re-
newal of the road network will continue to be the main priority over the next period and the bulk 
of the roads capital budget, approximately €4.4 billion, is earmarked for such essential work 
with a further €600 million allocated for implementation of the PPP road programme which is 
already under way.  In this context it was not possible to include a range of projects in the Plan 
given the overall funding envelope available. 

As regards the possibility of additional funding within the Plan period, the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform is now commencing the Capital Plan review and has indicated 
that the additional capital funding for allocation totals €2.6billion.  A number of local authori-
ties (including Monaghan County Council) have made submissions to my Department outlining 
the case for funding for roads and my Department is making a strong case for additional fund-
ing, including the development of a project pipeline for road schemes.  While there is a strong 
case for additional funding for the transport sector, there are a multitude of possible national, 
regional and local projects around the country, the cost of which far exceed available funding 
and unfortunately, this means that only a limited number can be put forward for funding.
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The final decisions on allocations are, however, matters for the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform and Government as a whole.

02/05/2017WRZZZ00150Sport Ireland

02/05/2017WRZZZ002001360. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the fact that the Irish Sports Council have no database on file of participants in sports nation-
wide; his further views on whether it is valuable to keep track of the number of participants in 
each sport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19984/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ00300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): Sport Ireland captures information on the numbers participating in various sports 
in a number of ways.  As part of the annual Core Grant application process, each National 
Governing Body of Sport is required to provide detailed information on its membership, includ-
ing number of members, gender breakdown and age breakdown.  In addition, information on 
the number of participants who engage with Local Sports Partnership programmes and initia-
tives is published annually.

The Irish Sports Monitor is a large scale population based survey designed to capture infor-
mation on active and social participation in sport and exercise among adults aged 16 years or 
older.  The Irish Sports Monitor Report is published by Sport Ireland on a bi-annual basis.  The 
2015 Report shows that almost 1.6 million Irish adults participate in sport regularly.  Fieldwork 
is currently underway for the 2017 Irish Sports Monitor.  In relation to participation by chil-
dren, the Children’s Sport Participation and Physical Activity Study commissioned by Sport 
Ireland and published in 2010 is a detailed survey of participation in sport, physical activity and 
physical education among children aged 10-18.

One of the Government’s key priorities for sport is to increase the levels of participation 
in sport in order that people can enjoy the health, social and economic benefits that arise from 
sport.  In addition, the overarching target of the National Physical Activity Plan is to increase 
the proportion of the population across each life stage undertaking regular physical activity by 
1% per annum.  The data and information available is crucial to continued monitoring of par-
ticipation levels and for informing any future policy options.

02/05/2017WRZZZ00350EU Regulations

02/05/2017WRZZZ004001361. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
legislation will be in place for the Irish Aviation Authority to become the noise regulator for 
airports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19988/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As I have previously 
stated, officials in my Department are currently engaged with the Office of the Attorney General 
and Parliamentary Counsel in order to finalise the details relating to a Statutory Instrument to 
implement EU Regulation 598/2014 on the establishment of rules and procedures with regard 
to the introduction of noise-related operating restrictions at Union airports within a Balanced 
Approach.  To that end, I aim to  introduce a new aircraft noise regulatory regime that is robust 
and fit for purpose and that the relevant legislation is comprehensive in order to give full effect 
to Regulation 598/2014.

In that context, I expect to be in a position to sign off on the Statutory Instrument, which will 
provide for the designation of a new competent regulatory authority for aircraft noise manage-
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ment at Dublin airport, in the coming weeks.

02/05/2017WRZZZ00550Road Signage

02/05/2017WRZZZ006001362. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if sig-
nage indicating the direction of the Wild Atlantic Way will be erected on the exit routes from 
Shannon Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20062/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ007001368. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20262/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1362 and 1368 together.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism 
projects.  This is an operational matter for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.

I am aware that signage is already in place at Shannon Airport on the exit route from Shan-
non indicating the three closest access points to the Wild Atlantic Way with the distance and the 
route to follow – Foynes, Kilrush and Lahinch.

02/05/2017WRZZZ00850Tourism Ireland Funding

02/05/2017WRZZZ009001363. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding received by Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland to date in 2017 from his De-
partment or other sources.  [20074/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The breakdown of the 
total Exchequer provision for tourism services in 2017 is available in the 2017 Revised Esti-
mates Volume (REV) for Public Services, which is published by the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform and available on that Department’s website.  The subheads of relevance 
to the two tourism agencies, Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland, are E3, E4, E5 and E6 of the 
Vote of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.  Of the overall annual Exchequer al-
location to the two agencies for 2017, the amount of funding received from my Department by 
Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland by end-April totals €28.097 m.  As regards funding received 
by the two agencies from other sources, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to both Tourism 
Ireland and Fáilte Ireland for further information and direct reply.  Please advise my private of-
fice if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

02/05/2017WRZZZ01050Road Projects

02/05/2017WRZZZ011001364. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if TII 
will provide funding to extend a footpath at a location (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20079/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
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conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Noting the above position, I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.   Please advise my private office if you don’t receive 
a reply within 10 working days.

02/05/2017WRZZZ01250Aviation Industry

02/05/2017WRZZZ013001365. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 732 of 11 April 2017 and the referred response from the 
IAA of 19 April 2017, the number of drones weighing under one kilogram in use here; the regu-
lation that exists for the sale, distribution and use of smaller drones here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [20150/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): With regard to the 
number of drones in use in Ireland under one kilogram I have referred this part of the Deputies 
question to the IAA for its further consideration and direct reply in light of its statutory respon-
sibility for aviation safety regulation in Ireland; including the regulation of remotely piloted 
aircraft systems (drones), and the safe use of drones, as provided for under the Irish Aviation 
Authority Act, 1993.

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply from the IAA within ten work-
ing days.

Concerning the sale and distribution of drones, the sale and distribution of goods and ser-
vices generally is a commercial matter which is more appropriate to the Minister for Jobs, En-
terprise and Innovation in the first instance.  There are currently no plans to impose restrictions 
on retailers with regard to the sale or distribution of drones.

02/05/2017WRZZZ01450Light Rail Projects Status

02/05/2017WRZZZ015001366. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the construction of metro north will commence; the timeframe for construction; the target date 
for completion of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20171/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
my replies of the 7th February 2017 to Parliamentary Question No. 639 and of the 21st March 
2017 to Parliamentary Question No. 1197.   The position with regard to the new Metro North 
project remains as outlined in those replies.

02/05/2017WRZZZ01650Sports Capital Programme

02/05/2017WRZZZ017001367. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of applications received under the sports capital programme by local authority area, in tabu-
lar form; the level of engagement experienced by his Department at the public workshops on 
the application process prior to the closing date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[20256/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A total of 2,320 ap-
plications were received under the 2017 round of the Sports Capital Programme and these are 
currently being assessed by officials in my Department.  The full list of all applications on 
a county basis is available on my Department’s website at  http://www.dttas.ie/sport/english/
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sports-capital-programme.

 In order to assist clubs and groups with the application process, a series of seven regional 
workshops were organised.  These workshops allowed potential applicants to get clarification 
on any issue relating to the application process.   My officials estimate that over 1,500 attended 
and the feedback from the events was very positive.   My Department also produced compre-
hensive written and video guides to assist applicants which were available on my Department’s 
website.

Question No. 1368 answered with Question No. 1362.

02/05/2017WRZZZ01950Greenways Funding

02/05/2017WRZZZ020001369. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
on the upcoming competitive funding round for greenways for 2017 as announced at the recent 
opening of the Athlone greenway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20267/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under the Capital 
Plan €100 million is committed to smarter travel and carbon reduction measures, including gre-
enways.  The Programme for Government commits to providing additional capital funding for 
various tourism projects, including greenways and  I will be seeking to deliver this additional 
funding in the context of the mid-term review of the Capital Plan which is under way.  There 
will be no new funding calls for greenways until the review of the Capital Plan is complete and 
there is clarity on the funding that will be available for greenways for the remaining years of the 
capital plan.  In anticipation of this and taking account of the experience in the development of 
greenways to date, my Department is developing  a new Strategy to underpin the future devel-
opment and funding of greenways.  A public consultation process take place in the near future 
to inform the development of the new Strategy.

02/05/2017WRZZZ02150Road Tolls

02/05/2017WRZZZ022001370. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the annual 
revenue lost by traffic failing to pay tolls on the M50 with regard to vehicles which are regis-
tered in Northern Ireland or in other countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20291/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The plan-
ning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national roads are a matter for 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII, formerly known as the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-
2015 in conjunction with the relevant local authority.  More specifically, the statutory powers 
to levy tolls on the M50, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private 
investors are vested in TII (for national roads) under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended 
by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the Roads Act 2007).   Noting the above posi-
tion, I have referred the query on toll violations on the M50 to TII for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/05/2017WRZZZ02350Public Transport Review

02/05/2017WRZZZ024001371. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 



2 May 2017

755

on whether it would not have been prudent and advisable to have undertaken a full review of 
public transport policy in advance of making a submission on the mid term review of the capital 
plan (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20292/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Programme for Government contains a commitment to reviewing public transport 
policy so as to ensure services are sustainable into the future and are meeting the needs of a 
modern economy.  To advance this commitment, the Deputy might also be aware that I recently 
announced my intention to establish a Stakeholder Dialogue on the issue of Public Transport.

It is vital that stakeholders have the opportunity to voice their opinions on public transport 
policy issues and these issues are then considered as part of the formal policy review.  I believe 
that a Stakeholder Dialogue provides the appropriate forum to allow stakeholders to make a 
meaningful contribution towards policy development.  It is also important that the Review will 
take cognisance of recent developments in other relevant areas of public policy such as the 
preparation of a new National Planning Framework, the Action Plan for Rural Development, a 
National Mitigation Plan and Climate Adaption Paper for the transport sector.  My Department 
is currently scoping out the proposed approach to the work.  The full Review will then take 
place as soon as possible.

The submission deadline for the mid-term review of the Capital Plan did not allow for the 
completion of the significant body of work and consultation required to undertake a comprehen-
sive review of public transport policy.  With regard to the evidence base for my Department’s 
submission, there is already a significant amount of evidence to support the transport priorities 
set out in the Capital Plan.  The Strategic Investment Framework for Land Transport in particu-
lar, provides the basis for the key priorities which are intended to guide transport investment 
decisions.  Furthermore, my Department applies a robust system of economic appraisal and 
all project proposals are fully appraised and reviewed by an in-house economic analysis team 
before sanction is given.

02/05/2017WRZZZ02550Road Safety Data

02/05/2017WRZZZ026001372. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of times the ministerial committee on road safety has met; the persons that attended these 
meetings; the outcome and decisions of these meetings; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [20293/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Ministerial Com-
mittee on Road Safety has held meetings twice yearly since 2013 up to end 2016.  I have in-
creased the frequency of these meetings to at least quarterly, with the Committee having already 
met twice in Quarter One 2017,  bringing the total number of meetings to 10 since the current 
Road Safety Strategy was launched in early 2013.

While persons on the Committee can vary, I always attend as does the Minister for Justice 
and Equality and the Attorney General, and almost invariably the CEO of the Road Safety Au-
thority, the Assistant Commissioner of An Garda Síochána, the CEO of the Health and Safety 
Authority, the Director of the Medical Bureau of Road Safety (MBRS) and senior representa-
tives from my Department, the Department of Justice and Equality, other relevant Departments, 
An Garda Síochána, the City and County Managers Association, and other relevant organisa-
tions.

The main purpose and outcome of the meetings is to examine road fatality/serious injuries 
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trends, to review implementation of the Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020, and provide an op-
portunity for stakeholders to discuss and put forward orientations, in addition to giving feed-
back to other stakeholders on relevant road safety issues and assisting in refining road safety 
policies and programmes.

I should mention that last November I attended a mid-term review meeting regarding the 
Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020.   I am currently awaiting a report from the Road Safety Au-
thority regarding the outcome of this review, and I expect that will be discussed at the next 
meeting of the Committee in the coming weeks.

02/05/2017WRZZZ02750Public Transport Provision

02/05/2017WRZZZ028001373. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ex-
pected number of buses to be added to the Dublin Bus fleet for each of the next five years to 
meet the growing public transport demand in Dublin in addition to 20 extra buses to add to the 
fleet of Dublin Bus in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20294/17]

02/05/2017WRZZZ02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) 2016-2035 pro-
vides the overarching framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and 
services in the region over the next two decades.  The measures proposed are linked to an 
analysis of current and projected levels of travel demand across the region.

Projects already completed or at any advanced level over the period 2015-2018 including 
Luas Cross City, the recently completed Phoenix Park Tunnel, additional bus fleet and bus lane 
infrastructure, small scale interventions on the M50 and other measures will go some way to 
addressing growing travel demand in the GDA.  The NTA’s GDA Strategy proposes a number 
of large scale projects including the DART Expansion Programme, new Metro North, and other 
light rail projects which will be delivered over the medium term and will significantly improve 
capacity in the public transport network in the GDA.

However, in the short to medium term, it will be necessary to radically improve the bus 
system to deliver a step change in performance across the GDA in order to tackle congestion 
and increasing levels of demand.  Approximately €800 million is allocated over the lifetime of 
the Government’s Capital Plan 2016–2021 for bus measures.  This includes fleet replacement 
and enlargement programmes for both the Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann PSO fleets; and for bus 
network infrastructure development in the GDA and Regional Cities and bus rapid transit pro-
grammes in the GDA.  In order to deliver the step change in performance that is required in the 
GDA, further funding will be needed and I am making the case for increased investment as part 
of the Mid-Term Review of the Capital Plan that is currently under way.

In 2017, funding has been provided to the NTA to facilitate the purchase of 110 new buses 
for the Dublin Region.  The exact numbers to be added to the fleet in each of the next 4-5 years 
will be determined when the capital review is completed and the revised capital allocation for 
public transport for the remaining period of the capital plan is clear.

02/05/2017WRAAA00150Road Projects

02/05/2017WRAAA002001374. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to provide a proper road intersection at the junction of Kennelsfort Road, Palmerstown, Dublin 
20 and the N4; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20295/17]
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02/05/2017WRAAA00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As the improvement 
and maintenance of roads in its area is a statutory function of the relevant road authority in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Roads Act, 1993, as amended, development of proposals 
in relation to such a road scheme is a matter for the local authority.  In this context the NTA’s 
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) 2016-2035 sets out principles for future 
road development in the GDA.

02/05/2017WRAAA00350Road Safety

02/05/2017WRAAA004001375. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will report on current and future initiatives of further safety measures regarding pedestrian 
crossings around the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20332/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning, design 
and installation of pedestrian crossings on regional and local roads is a matter for local authori-
ties, and on national roads it is a matter for local authorities in consultation with Transport Infra-
structure Ireland.  I am not aware of any concerns raised by individual local authorities regard-
ing the safety of such crossings.  Pedestrian crossings have an important role to play in urban 
areas and guidance on their use is set out in both the Traffic Management Guidelines (TMG) 
and my Department’s Traffic Signs Manual (TSM).  The legal requirements for such crossings 
are set out in Road Traffic Regulations.  My Department does not have any plans to undertake a 
review of pedestrian crossings at this time.  They have a proven record in many countries, and 
suitable advice on their use in Ireland is set out in the aforementioned documents.

02/05/2017WRAAA00550Road Projects

02/05/2017WRAAA006001376. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 642 of 5 July 2016, if his views have changed on a matter (de-
tails supplied); and if so, his plans in relation to same. [20333/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.  The Capital Plan published in September 2015 outlined proposed 
transport investment priorities to 2022.  The transport element of the Capital Plan did provide 
for some targeted investment in a number of new projects in the Munster region including the 
N8/N25 Dunkettle Interchange and the N22 Ballyvourney to Macroom schemes.  In addition, 
a number of other schemes targeted at removing bottlenecks and upgrading port access, will 
commence subject to necessary consents.  It was not possible to include the M20 in the Capital 
Plan as the scale of investment to deliver it was not affordable.  

I am conscious of the potential regional development benefits of an upgrade of the Cork to 
Limerick link and the significant interest in finding a means to at least restart planning work 
on the route.  In this regard I agreed to TII spending €1 million to  undertake some preliminary 
work on the project.  However, as things currently stand, I do not have the funding available to 
enable this scheme to progress to full planning approval stage.  I do expect, however, that the 
status of the Cork to Limerick road link will be examined as part of the Review of the Capital 



Questions - Written Answers

758

Plan.

As TII has some of the preliminary work underway, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 
working days.

02/05/2017WRAAA00750Sports Capital Programme Applications

02/05/2017WRAAA008001377. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of a sports capital programme grant application by a club (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20420/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I can confirm that an application has been submitted by the organisation referred 
to by the Deputy under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme.  All of the 2320 applications 
received will be assessed by officials in my Department over the coming months.  Given the 
number of applications received and the detailed information submitted, it will take a number 
of months to complete the assessment process with allocations not expected until September.

02/05/2017WRAAA00950Greenways Development

02/05/2017WRAAA010001378. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for a railway line (details supplied) in County Cork. [20421/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I understand that 
Cork County Council are progressing plans to develop this disused rail line as a greenway and 
so the Council would be best placed to advise on the current status of those plans.

02/05/2017WRAAA01150Greenways Funding

02/05/2017WRAAA012001379. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of funding for the next stage of the construction of the greenway along the Royal Canal 
from Kilcock to west County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20474/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The allocation to 
Kildare and Meath County Councils for the delivery of the next stage of greenway along the 
Royal Canal is currently being considered by my Department.  I would hope to be in a position 
to update the Deputy in the near future.

02/05/2017WRAAA01350Bus Services

02/05/2017WRAAA014001380. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will liaise with the National Transport Authority with a view to providing additional bus ser-
vices for a specific route (details supplied) in County Cork. [20476/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the NTA did carry out and publish an assessment prior to the withdrawal of the X7 Ex-
pressway service from Clonmel to Dublin.  That assessment is available to view on the NTA’s 
website and made some alterations to the scheduling of certain rural transport services to ensure 
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continued connectivity with the other licensed bus services which operates the Clonmel to Dub-
lin route.  In publishing its assessment, the NTA invited feedback from interested parties and 
I am sure they would be interested to hear any views the Deputy might have.  While it is open 
to the Deputy to directly contact the NTA to provide feedback on their published assessment, 
I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

02/05/2017WRAAA01550Driver Test Waiting Lists

02/05/2017WRAAA016001381. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for the long waiting time to take a driving test in a test centre (details supplied) in County Lim-
erick; the number of persons on a waiting list for the Newcastlewest driving test centre and the 
number of tests that were carried out in 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20479/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
driver testing service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, and I have no 
role in these matters.  I have therefore referred the Question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

02/05/2017WRAAA01750National Transport Authority Staff

02/05/2017WRAAA018001382. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to potential conflicts of interest within the NTA; and if he will ensure 
that no staff or member of the management team that can influence or decide on the awarding 
of routes to private bus operators have previously worked at or with the same bus company. 
[20504/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): No, my attention has 
not been drawn to any such potential conflicts of interest within the National Transport Author-
ity (NTA).  The Deputy is presumably aware that section 37 of the Dublin Transport Authority 
Act 2008 (Disclosure of interests by members of staff) sets out the legal framework as regards 
disclosure of interests by NTA employees.  In addition employees above certain grades are of 
course also subject to the provisions of the Ethics in Public Office Acts.  In addition to this 
statutory position, the NTA also has its own “Code of Conduct for Staff Members” which is 
available to view on their website www.nationaltransport.ie.  This Code provides a framework 
to guide the work of the NTA in order that ethical practices are followed and confidence and 
trust in the Authority is established and maintained and I note that the first of the five main prin-
ciples covered by that Code is “Conflict of Interest”.

I am satisfied therefore that issues relating to any potential conflict of interest are sufficently 
provided for in both statute and the NTA’s own Code.

02/05/2017WRAAA01950Sports Capital Programme Administration

02/05/2017WRAAA020001383. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the sports capital programme grants for 2017 will be announced. [20587/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): All of the 2320 applications received under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme 
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will be assessed by officials in my Department over the coming months.  Given the number of 
applications received and the detailed information submitted, it will take a number of months to 
complete the assessment process with allocations not expected until September.

02/05/2017WRAAA02150Parliamentary Questions

02/05/2017WRAAA022001384. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when a response will issue to an interim reply (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20606/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The interim reply 
issued relates to a diary matter which is still under my consideration.  I will keep the Deputy 
informed of developments in the matter.

02/05/2017WRAAA02350Wild Atlantic Way Project

02/05/2017WRAAA024001385. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of money that has been spent under the capital plan on the Wild Atlantic Way; the 
amount expected to be spent in 2017; the funding which is available for the development and 
promotion of Tullaghan, County Leitrim’s only coastal village along the Wild Atlantic Way; if 
Tullaghan is considered a discovery point in national tourism policy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20636/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national 
tourism policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual 
tourism projects, such as the Wild Atlantic Way.  This is an operational matter for the Board 
and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte 
Ireland for direct reply to the Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received 
a reply within ten working days.

02/05/2017WRAAA02550Road Traffic Offences

02/05/2017WRAAA026001386. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
protection which exists under the Road Traffic Acts 1961 to 2016 to protect persons that are on 
prescribed medication that contain opiates (details supplied) from the operation of the recently 
introduced drug driving legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20643/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The new legislation 
on drug driving has no implications for people who have been prescribed opiates where their 
driving is not impaired.  The drug driving provisions of the Road Traffic Act 2016, which I com-
menced from 13 April last, create new offences of driving while over a specified limit of three 
drugs, cannabis, cocaine, and heroin.  None of these drugs is a prescribed opiate.  It is already 
an offence under the Road Traffic Act 2010 to drive or be in charge of a mechanically propelled 
vehicle while under the influence of an intoxicant to such an extent as to be incapable of con-
trolling the vehicle.  An intoxicant in this sense means any intoxicant, whether alcohol or drugs, 
legal or illegal, prescribed or not.  There has been no change to the legislation in this regard.

The new roadside preliminary drug tests, introduced in April, can detect opiates, among 
other classes of drug.  A person on prescribed opiates who tests postive for this drug at the 
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roadside is not committing an offence, unless they are actually under the influence of their 
medication to such an extent as to be incapable of controlling the vehicle.  This offence, as I 
say, is not new.

A person who has been prescribed an opiate, or any other medication, should always take 
their medication as prescribed.  If they suffer from effects which would impair their driving 
they should not drive until those effects pass.  If in doubt, they should consult their doctor or 
pharmacist.

02/05/2017WRAAA02750Dublin Airport Authority

02/05/2017WRAAA028001387. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the sudden cancellation of the Dublin Airport Authority’s annual general meeting that was due 
to be held on 25 April 2017; and if this decision was taken in case the announcement of histori-
cally high profits would negatively impact on staff ballots on new pay and terms and conditions 
proposals which are due to conclude on 28 April 2017. [20645/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The DAA notified 
my Deparment of its intention to postpone their AGM planned for 25 April last as key person-
nel were unavailable to attend.  I understand that the AGM is being rescheduled for 23 May.  
However, as the scheduling of the AGM is a matter for the company in the first instance, I have 
accordingly forwarded your parliamentary question to the DAA for their attention and direct 
reply to you.  If you do not hear from the DAA within 10 working days, please contact my pri-
vate office.

02/05/2017WRAAA02950Drug and Alcohol Testing

02/05/2017WRAAA030001388. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
satisfied himself that the equipment (details supplied) selected for use in the conducting of drug 
tests for drivers is fit for purpose, in view of the manufacturer’s warning that accuracy is af-
fected in temperatures less than five degrees. [20648/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The testing and ap-
proval of equipment for use in preliminary drug testing is the statutory responsibility of the 
Medical Bureau of Road Safety.  I have therefore referred the Question to the Bureau for direct 
response.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within 
ten days.

02/05/2017WRAAA03150Road Projects

02/05/2017WRAAA032001389. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason provision for a new footpath on the L4501 has not been awarded funding for upgrade 
and extensions; the reason a costing could not be provided when requested; the timeframe for 
delivery of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20659/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in Cavan is the statutory responsibility of each Local 
Authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on 
those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
Decisions on the selection and prioritisation of such works are made by the Council.
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02/05/2017WRAAA03350Marine Tourism Promotion

02/05/2017WRAAA034001390. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the marine tourism strategy report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20798/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism 
projects.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  Fáilte 
Ireland is the contracting authority in respect of the report entitled “Shared Strategy to Maxi-
mise the Economic Growth of Cruise Tourism across the Island of Ireland”.  Accordingly, I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please contact my private 
office if you have not received a response within ten working days.

02/05/2017WRAAA03550Rail Services Provision

02/05/2017WRAAA036001391. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to increase services on the Maynooth and Dunboyne M3 parkway lines; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20843/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann in consultation with the National Transport Authority (NTA) and 
I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

02/05/2017WRAAA03750Cycling Policy

02/05/2017WRAAA038001392. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
that have been taken by his Department or agencies under its aegis to ensure that road designers 
cycle all routes for which they are producing designs, in pursuance of policy 2.9 of the National 
Cycle Policy Framework. [20855/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA039001393. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
that have been taken by his Department or agencies under its aegis to provide support to carry-
ing out new experiments in road design, traffic management and use of space in urban areas, in 
pursuance of policy 2.11 of the National Cycle Policy Framework; and the locations at which 
such experimental approaches have been implemented. [20856/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA040001394. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the schools 
for which audits of routes from residential areas have been carried out in pursuance of policy 
4.1 of the National Cycle Policy Framework. [20857/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1392 to 1394, inclusive, together.

While significant progress has been made under a number of objectives contained in the 
National Cycle Policy Framework (NCPF) it has not been possible for my Department, other 
Government departments and local authorities to deliver on many of the objectives due to the 
significant scaling back in overall public investment since the launch of the NCPF in 2009.



2 May 2017

763

The NCPF has been integrated into the Development Plans of the majority of local authori-
ties so ensuring that the objectives and policies to support and promote cycling are taken ac-
count of in current and future planning.  In delivering cycling infrastructure all local authorities 
are currently requested to observe the guidance contained in the National Tranport Authority’s 
on-line National Cycle Manual (www.cyclemanual.ie) and in particular the guidance under-
pinning this.  Where projects are delivered in a rural setting reference should be made to the 
guidance set out in Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s Rural Cycle Scheme Design (http://nras-
tandards.nra.ie/document/?id=239)

In 2013 and 2015 my Department requested local authorities and other stakeholders for an 
update on progress on implementation of the actions set out in the NCPF.  The Department now 
intends to undertake a full review of the framework and we will be pursuing this this year.

02/05/2017WRAAA04150Copyright Legislation Review

02/05/2017WRAAA042001395. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
will undertake a full review of the rights of artists here including a thorough examination of 
existing copyright laws and the current Competition Act. [19727/17]

02/05/2017WRAAA04300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
response to Parliamentary Question No. 798 put down by the Deputy on 7 March 2017, I in-
formed the Deputy that Government had approved the General Scheme of a Copyright Bill, the 
main purpose of which is to respond to certain of the recommendations contained in the Report 
of the Copyright Review Committee entitled “Modernising Copyright”, which was published in 
October 2013.  Formal drafting of the Bill with the office of Parliamentary Counsel is currently 
in progress.

Artists who are employees in Ireland have the same rights as all other employees. In cases of 
self-employed artists, as with other self-employed workers, the application of competition law 
would only be a consideration if there are allegations of anti-competitive behaviour.

02/05/2017WRBBB00150Rural Development Policy

02/05/2017WRBBB002001396. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the degree to which she can encourage indigenous and foreign direct investment in rural areas in 
order to achieve a national balance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20814/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department, through Enterprise Ireland (EI) and the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) provide a 
range of supports to help Irish companies start, grow and export.     

The 31 LEOs are in every county supporting startups and microenterprises.  I recently pub-
lished the LEO annual jobs survey results which highlights three consecutive years of local jobs 
growth throughout the country.  Overall in 2016 there was a net increase of 3,679 jobs and total 
direct employment among LEO client companies stood at 34,634.   

Enterprise Ireland client companies are a critical source of existing employment and job 
creation in every county in Ireland and are spread across a wide range of sectors.  There are now 
over 201,000 people employed by EI supported companies across the country.  The fact that 
over 130,000 (65%) of those 201,000 jobs are outside of Dublin is significant.   

Enterprise Ireland’s new Strategy 2017 – 2020 will support more Irish companies to achieve 
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greater scale, to be more competitive and expand into new export markets.  The objective of 
the ‘Global Ambition’ strategy is to support enterprises across the economy, to grow into strong 
Irish international companies, developing world-leading products and services and exporting 
them all around the world.    

There is a vast range of programmes and supports offered to companies across the country 
to drive this strategy.  These include management capability, leadership and marketing/sales 
skills as well as promoting innovation and R&D.     

IDA Ireland reported a second, consecutive record year in 2016.  199,877 people are now 
employed in IDA Ireland supported client companies, which is the highest level of employment 
in the Agency’s history.    

Since 2015 IDA Ireland has been working towards targets set out in their strategy “Win-
ning - Foreign Direct Investment 2015-2019” including the creation of 80,000 new jobs and 
900 new investments, which would bring total FDI employment in Ireland to 209,000 by 2019.  
The Agency is also aiming to increase the level of investment by between 30% and 40% in each 
region.   

The Government’s commitment to countrywide job creation is further illustrated by the 
Regional Action Plan for Jobs initiative.  This has seen eight plans published throughout 2015 
and 2016, which identified a range of actions aimed at supporting each region to achieve its 
economic potential and raise employment levels. 

 As part of this initiative, IDA Ireland is investing €150 million over five years in property 
solutions designed to allow it to create opportunities to win additional projects for all regions.  
This includes include the construction of nine new advance facilities around the country.  This 
is a positive development for attracting FDI into regional locations.

 These new regional initiatives are already producing results.  The numbers in employment 
increased in all regions during 2016 with 70% of new jobs created outside Dublin.  The fastest 
growing regions in terms of employment during 2016 were the Mid West (up 7.4%), the West 
(up 5.5%), and the South East (up 4.6%).   

I am currently finalising plans for a Competitive Regional Funding Initiative of up to €60m 
to support collaborative approaches to grow and sustain indigenous enterprise and jobs across 
the regions.  This will be administered by Enterprise Ireland.

02/05/2017WRBBB00350Legislative Process

02/05/2017WRBBB004001397. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
views on the Hallmarking (Amendment) Bill 2016 and the proposal by an organisation (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19143/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department is currently consulting with a range of representative groups in the jewellery sector 
(including the Irish Jewellers Association) on the issue of possible amendments to the Hall-
marking (Amendment) Bill 2016: these consultations will consider the issue of weight exemp-
tions.  Until that consultation is finalised, no definitive position can be adopted. 

02/05/2017WRBBB00550Workplace Relations Commission
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02/05/2017WRBBB006001398. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 345 of 5 April 2017, if her attention has been drawn to the fact that 
only 10% of cases from the Equality Tribunal have been appealed to the Labour Court (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19175/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is an independent, statutory body established on 1st 
October 2015 under the Workplace Relations Act 2015.  The WRC merges the functions and 
activities of the former Labour Relations Commission (LRC), the Equality Tribunal, the Na-
tional Employment Rights Authority (NERA), and the first instance functions of the Employ-
ment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) and the Labour Court.  The Equality Tribunal was dissolved on 
the vesting day of the WRC. 

With regard to the statistics on appeals published in the WRC’s 2016 Annual Report, and 
given the time period involved following the establishment of the WRC, the overall numbers of 
appeals to the Court are low.  Having regard to that, some 90 per cent of Adjudication decisions 
were accepted by the parties and were not appealed.

As outlined in the WRC Annual Report, the position is that in relation to the decisions is-
sued by the Labour Court in appeals on cases where the original complaint was made after 1 
October 2015, of these, 47 per cent were upheld, 20 per cent were overturned and 31 per cent of 
those appealed were varied, mostly in relation to the quantum of the award.  Two appeals were 
deemed to be outside the time-limits.  

In terms of the Deputy’s question the proportion of decisions on appeals overturned by the 
Labour Court is one-fifth.  In the nine months prior to the establishment of the WRC, 16 per 
cent of the appeals to the Labour Court taken in relation to Equality Tribunal decisions and 
heard by the Labour Court, were overturned.  This does not appear to be statistically significant 
at this stage; particularly in light of the low overall number under consideration.

The WRC will monitor and report on these outcomes annually.

02/05/2017WRBBB00750IDA Portfolio

02/05/2017WRBBB008001399. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans for a site (details supplied) in County Cork.  [19203/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Since the IDA purchased the Fermoy Business and Technology Park in 2002, the Agency has 
undertaken a number of initiatives to develop the attractiveness of the lands, including obtain-
ing planning permission for the building of an advanced technology unit.  

IDA Ireland regularly engages with both current and prospective clients to encourage fur-
ther investment in Fermoy and the wider region.  In 2015 Fermoy secured a significant invest-
ment from ABEC Inc. and the area has also benefited from recent investments in greater Cork 
area.   IDA Ireland has, over the last four years, announced new projects for Cork with the 
potential to employ an additional 4,000 people in the region.

As Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation I, along with the IDA, am committed to at-
tracting further investors to Fermoy and the wider South West region.  It remains the case, how-
ever, that the ultimate decision as to where to locate is always made by the company concerned.
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02/05/2017WRBBB00950Retail Sector

02/05/2017WRBBB010001400. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans to establish a North-South retail forum; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19205/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): As 
Chairperson to the Retail Consultation Forum, I am acutely aware of the importance of the 
sector to the economy and of the challenges facing the sector.  As our largest private industry 
employer on the island of Ireland, the retail and wholesale sector plays a vital role providing 
over 275,000 jobs supporting economic growth in every city, town and village in the country.

The Retail Consultation Forum was established in 2014 as a response to the challenges 
experienced by the sector during the recession.  This Forum provides a platform for structured 
engagement between the retail sector and relevant public bodies to identify practical actions 
which could be taken to support the sector.  Membership includes the main retail representative 
bodies, retailers themselves and representatives from relevant Government Departments and 
public bodies.

One of the most immediate concerns currently facing the Sector is the impact of Brexit and 
how this might influence consumer decisions.  I am also keenly aware of the concerns about the 
uncertainty surrounding border arrangements that will be in place post-Brexit, and the concerns 
on the depreciation of sterling.  In recognition of these matters, Brexit has become a standing 
item on the agenda for discussion by the Retail Consultation Forum.  

My Department is committed to supporting the retail sector during this period of heightened 
uncertainty and is working with retailers on a pilot study into the firm-level impact for enter-
prise of Brexit.  The outcome of this study, together with the outcome of a number of additional 
stakeholder engagements with businesses, including retailers, will assist the Government in 
informing our position during the Brexit negotiations.

Furthermore, I have established a Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Enterprise 
Forum on Brexit and global challenges.  This will provide a vehicle for discussion of enterprise, 
trade and investment policy implications arising from wider global challenges, with a specific 
focus on Brexit in the first instance.  The work of this Forum will help inform me on the devel-
opment of DJEI, and ultimately Government policy positions on enterprise, trade and invest-
ment, to be taken during Brexit negotiations. 

A number of other relevant pieces of work are underway.  My officials are currently final-
ising the outputs from a series of structured engagements with companies of different sizes, 
across different sectors and across the regions on the impact of currency fluctuations on ex-
posed companies.  The information gathered during the course of this engagement is detailed 
and informative and will give me a clear indication of the needs of SMEs to help them address 
the short and more medium and long term challenges of Brexit.

My Department is also funding a research project being undertaken in close cooperation 
with InterTrade Ireland by the ESRI to improve our understanding of the impact on cross border 
trade of different trade and tariff regimes which might be imposed following Brexit.

My Department is also providing InterTrade Ireland with additional funding this year to 
undertake a range of initiatives for SMEs in the Republic of Ireland to help them adapt to the 
changed circumstances following the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  This will involve the pro-
vision of factual advice, supports for capability building and the provision of other specialist 
expertise for companies.  
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Through my Chairmanship of the Retail Consultation Forum, the sector is provided with a 
direct line of contact with Government in which to raise all of their concerns, including the im-
pact of the referendum in the UK, and to work collaboratively towards practical solutions.  As 
the Retail Consultation Forum provides a platform in which to raise these concerns, and the 
members have and will continue to be updated by my officials with reference to relevant de-
velopments of my Department’s Brexit undertakings, there are no plans to establish a separate 
north south forum.

02/05/2017WRBBB01150Departmental Operations

02/05/2017WRBBB012001401. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
guarantees in terms of using local providers and staff the funds industry has entered into with 
the IDA or other bodies; and if, in view of a Central Bank report noting the high level of use of 
outsourcing within the sector, she or the IDA have raised this issue with the funds industry; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19213/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Funds Industry acts as a specialist outsourcing service to the Global Investment Management 
Industry.  Within the industry, Ireland is a recognised global centre of excellence employing 
approximately 16,000 people.  

Regulation of the industry under Irish and EU Law is controlled by the Central Bank who 
determine the type of activities undertaken in Ireland.  The Funds Working Group is an impor-
tant component of IFS2020, the Government Strategy for International Financial Services and 
it engages on a wide range of issues relating to the protection of existing employment levels 
and growth into the future.  

IDA Ireland is not in a position to compel an organisation to use specific service providers 
within Ireland or within the EU. 

02/05/2017WRBBB01350National Training Fund

02/05/2017WRBBB014001402. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
views on the proposed introduction of an employer Exchequer mechanism and associated in-
crease in the national training fund levy on employers; if her Department has undertaken re-
search or surveys on the effects of an increase in the employer contribution on businesses; and 
if her Department will make a submission to the consultation on this. [19214/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): As 
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation I am acutely aware of the central importance of the 
competitiveness of our education and training systems to sustainable job creation, productivity 
growth and success in international trade.  I also recognise that the current funding environ-
ment, in addition to the impending demographic bulge, demonstrates that there is a clear need 
for increased investment in the education and training sector from all three sources, exchequer, 
students and employers, if we are to have a system that is internationally competitive in the 
future.  I am consulting with relevant stakeholders and will be engaging with my colleague the 
Minister for Education and Skills in due course.

02/05/2017WRBBB01550Enterprise Ireland Expenditure
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02/05/2017WRBBB016001403. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the an-
nual cost of funding the high potential start-up programme; and the expenditure in this regard. 
[19221/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): En-
terprise Ireland is the Department’s main agency for developing Irish business.  As part of a 
broad suite of programmes the agency is responsible for driving an increase in the innovative 
capacity of Irish firms as well as support for start-up businesses.

In 2016 Enterprise Ireland paid €31.5 million to pre-High Potential Start Ups and High Po-
tential Start Ups (HPSUs).  This comprised €27.5 million in equity payments and €4 million in 
grants payments. 295 companies received equity payments and 193 grant payments.

New start-ups play a critical role in net new job creation in all advanced economies.  Ireland, 
by promoting the right combination of supports and business environment, can become the 
best small country in the world in which to start a business.  The World Bank Doing Business 
– Starting a Business Survey (2017) currently ranks Ireland as 10th out of 137 countries for its 
business environment and supports.

Enterprise Ireland offers a range of financial and non-financial supports to assist clients 
through all stages of the business development cycle.  Enterprise Ireland’s start-up activity is 
focused on prospecting for and supporting High Potential Start-Ups.  HPSU companies are 
defined as start-up ventures that are:

 - Introducing a new or innovative product or service to international markets.

 - Involved in manufacturing or internationally traded services.

 - Capable of creating 10 jobs in Ireland and realising €1 million in sales within three to four 
years of starting up.

 - Led by an experienced management team.

 - Headquartered and controlled in Ireland.

 - Less than six years old.

Start-up companies that have a well-developed business plan and meet the criteria of a 
HPSU can apply to Enterprise Ireland for equity support under the following two competitive 
funds:

 - Competitive Start Fund: A €50k equity investment designed to accelerate the development 
of high potential start-up companies by supporting them to achieve commercial and technical 
milestones, such as evaluating international market opportunities or building a prototype.

 - Innovative HPSU Fund: The Innovative HPSU Fund allows Enterprise Ireland to offer 
equity investment to HPSU clients, on a co-funded basis to support the implementation of a 
company’s business plans.  First time and follow-on equity investments in HPSUs are sup-
ported under this offer.

In addition, pre-HPSU and HPSU companies can avail of Enterprise Ireland grant supports 
in the form of Innovation Vouchers, a Mentor Grant, a Business Links Grant and Competitive 
Feasibility Funding.  As part of their developmental plans, these companies can also participate 
in capabilities-building events and programmes such as, Enterprise Excel at Selling and HPSU 
Founders Forum.
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Over the period 2014 -2016, Enterprise Ireland supported a total of 308 High Potential Start-
ups and 321 Competitive Start Funds.  Of the total 629 start-ups supported by Enterprise Ireland 
from 2014 - 2016, 52% were located outside Dublin. 

02/05/2017WRBBB01750Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRBBB018001404. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 366 of 6 April 2017, when the report entitled Brexit - The View 
of Irish SMEs will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [19375/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): As 
the Deputy is aware, my Department commissioned a survey, which was carried out by Be-
haviours and Attitudes in January, seeking the views of SMEs on the impact of Brexit on their 
businesses.  This survey looked at the impact to date of Brexit and forward to the more medium 
term impacts (over the coming 18 months).  

My officials have been analysing this data to build a picture of the types of challenges that 
will arise for SMEs as a consequence of Brexit, and how Government can best support them in 
facing these challenges. 

I have asked my officials to expedite the completion of this analysis and I expect to publish 
the survey on my Department’s website shortly.

02/05/2017WRBBB01950Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRBBB020001405. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
views on reports that some EU countries wish to exclude the UK from trade policy commit-
tees meetings at EU level (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19376/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Un-
til it leaves the EU, the United Kingdom remains a full Member of the European Union, subject 
to all rights and obligations set out in the Treaties and under EU law, including the principle of 
sincere cooperation.  This means that they continue to participate in all EU meetings includ-
ing Trade Policy Committees and have access to all EU documents on the same basis as other 
Member States.  However, in line with the principle of sincere cooperation, the UK will be 
expected to remain loyal to the EU when dealing with third countries.  Equally, there may be 
situations where the remaining Member States may need to meet to discuss the UK withdrawal 
from the Union.

02/05/2017WRBBB02150Fishing Industry

02/05/2017WRBBB022001406. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the per-
mit system for fishing workers from outside the European Economic Area can be replaced; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19446/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
matters that arose in relation to non-EEA workers in the fishing industry required a cross-De-
partmental and cross agency response as different Departments and Agencies had the capacity 
to bring the necessary expertise, legislative powers and resources to bear on the issues that were 
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brought to light.  To this end an inter-Departmental Task Force was formed by the Government.

The report of the Government’s Task Force on Non-EEA Workers in the Irish Fishing In-
dustry recommended the establishment of a sector-specific Atypical Worker Permission system 
which is an extension of the existing Atypical Worker Permission schemes administered by the 
Department of Justice and Equality (Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service – INIS).  The 
purpose of this scheme is to provide a structured and transparent framework for the employ-
ment of non-EEA workers within defined segments of the Irish commercial sea-fishing fleet.  
This system was established and is operated through the co-operative efforts of my colleagues 
the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality and the Minister Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine and my Department.  

In tandem with the development of this scheme, 11 Departments or Agencies were brought 
together under the aegis of my Department and developed a ‘Memorandum of Understanding 
for the Monitoring and Enforcement of the terms of Employment of non –EEA crewmen in 
parts of the Irish Commercial Sea Fishing Fleet pursuant to the establishment of the Atypical 
Worker Permission scheme’.  Up to that point inspections on vessels were carried out primarily 
by the Marine Survey Office and the Health and Safety Authority.  Inspectors of the Workplace 
Relations Commission, based on newly acquired powers were trained and equipped, with sup-
port from a number of marine agencies, to board vessels and carry out their own inspections.  In 
the period 1st June, 2016 to 1st April, 2017 the WRC had inspected 80% of the fleet that comes 
within the aegis of the Atypical Worker Permission Scheme.  I am informed the WRC objective 
is to inspect the remainder by Summer 2017.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine established and hosts a Central De-
pository, the purpose of which is to register the eligible contracts and supporting documentation 
required under the Scheme and to ensure that the ceiling of 500 contracts is not exceeded in any 
12 month period.  The Department of Justice and Equality retains responsibility for immigra-
tion matters under the scheme while the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) put in place 
and led by my Department with relevant State enforcement bodies provides for a rigorous and 
effective inspection system. 

The scheme is a relatively recent initiative and I am not aware of any plans to replace it.

02/05/2017WRBBB02350Third Level Funding

02/05/2017WRBBB024001407. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
views on whether the decision to fund the programme for research in third level institutions 
on an annual basis in 2016 and 2017, rather than announcing the programme as a five year 
investment cycle, has negatively affected the ability of institutions to attract matching funding 
from private sources due to lack of certainty; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19489/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department’s allocation to the Programme for Research in Third Level Institutions (PRTLI) in 
2016 was €30.4m; this included a Supplementary Estimate of €20m in December 2016. The 
allocation in 2017 is €14.4m. 

The 2017 PRTLI allocation is being used to address the existing liabilities under PRTLI 
Cycle 5.  There were 33 projects funded under Cycle 5, of these 29 are now complete and the 
remaining 4 are expected to reach completion by the middle of this year with final reports and 
expenditure declarations expected before year end.  As with previous cycles, there is a long lead 
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time before the total spend and the administrative obligations are finalised.  The priority for my 
Department’s PRTLI allocation is to address existing liabilities in respect of Cycle 5. 

I am conscious of the impact that Government investment, including through PRLTI, has 
in enabling the HEIs to attract other sources of funding, particularly in the case of capital in-
frastructure projects.  PRTLI-funded infrastructure and consortia have been a key attractor of 
matching funds from private (non-exchequer) sources.  Over the course of the five Cycles to 
date PRTLI projects have attracted over €277m in co-funding.  I am keen to ensure that any suc-
cessor to PRTLI Cycle 5 will also facilitate the HEIs to continue to leverage investment from 
other sources. 

The planning and design of a successor to Cycle 5 of PRTLI is an action in Innovation 2020 
and is being progressed by my Department working closely with the Department of Education 
and Skills.  My Department has included a proposal to commence funding for a successor to 
Cycle 5 of the PRTLI in its submission to the Mid-term Review of the Capital Plan.  There will 
be more clarity on a successor to Cycle 5 when this review is concluded, and the funding enve-
lope for this and other projects is finalised.

02/05/2017WRBBB02550Departmental Staff Data

02/05/2017WRBBB026001408. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 348 of April 2017, the number of staff hired and to be hired with 
the additional €3 million secured for her Department in respect of pay in budget 2017, in tabular 
form and being targeted specifically to assist in the response to the evolving Brexit scenario; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19490/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Staffing levels of my Department, its Offices and Agencies reflect the requirement to manage 
the pay bill and staff numbers in accordance with Government pay policy with staff resources 
deployed in the most effective and efficient manner as appropriate to business needs and key 
priorities at any given time. 

An additional €3million was secured in respect of Pay in Budget 2017 and is being targeted 
specifically to assist in our response to the evolving Brexit scenario.  It is enabling the Depart-
ment and, primarily, our Agencies recruit some 40 to 50 additional staff to supplement existing 
staffing numbers.  These numbers may grow as Agencies allocate additional Own Resource 
Income, by agreement with the Department, to recruit further staff to work on “Brexit-related” 
activity.   

The additional €3m has been allocated across:

 - Enterprise Ireland

 - IDA Ireland

 - Science Foundation Ireland

 - The Health and Safety Authority, and 

 - The Department itself (€250,000) 

The Department as a whole (currently 861 staff or 813 Full-Time Equivalents) has pri-
oritised the Brexit challenges in its work plans for 2017 across all its Divisions.  Brexit Unit 
staffing has been set at a team of 4 staff for now as follows: 1 Principal, 1 Assistant Principal, 1 
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Higher Executive Officer and 1 Clerical Officer.  In addition, the work of very many Business 
Units across the Department is impacted by Brexit.  These Units have finalised their business 
plans for 2017 and the impact of Brexit for their work has been fully factored in.  In addition, 
a workforce planning process spanning the years 2017-19 has recently been concluded.  This 
process was coordinated by my Department’s HR Unit and reviewed the level of resources as-
signed across all Divisions of the Department in relation to our current strategic priorities, and, 
naturally, responding to Brexit features heavily in the plan.  In this regard additional staffing re-
sources will be recruited to support the Brexit Unit and other areas of the Department impacted 
by Brexit in the immediate period ahead. 

In terms of the Agency numbers, additional Brexit resources are being put in place in re-
sponse to the €2.750m allocated for extra staff.  This sum is anticipated to allow for additional 
Brexit staffing in Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, SFI and the HSA (with a number of specific 
posts sanctioned and recruitment under way). 

In relation to Enterprise Ireland, my Department has sanctioned an additional 39 posts 
with the Agency supplementing the “Brexit” pay allocation with additional Own Resource In-
come.  12 of the 39 posts have been filled.  The remaining 27 are actively being sourced through 
recruitment processes.  

IDA Ireland has sought 21 additional staff resources in order that it can meet the jobs and 
investment targets set out in its Strategy – “Winning Foreign Direct Investment 2015 – 2019” 
- and to meet the global challenges of 2017 and beyond with Brexit key among the identified 
challenges.  The Agency also submitted a staff resourcing strategy to the Department in July 
2016 which sought sanction for retention of the 35 staff hired on 3-year fixed term contracts 
under the Winning Abroad Programme.  This request is still under consideration.  The Depart-
ment has recently approved IDA’s request to reinstate its Graduate Recruitment Programme on 
a three year contract basis and will commence the recruitment process shortly.  In addition, IDA 
has received official sanction to recruit 10 additional “Brexit” staff members.  One of the Brexit 
staff members has been recruited and recruitment is underway for the remaining positions. 

Science Foundation Ireland will be hiring an additional 3 staff in 2017 who will have Brexit 
related responsibilities as part of their portfolios

In relation to the Health and Safety Authority, the Department has recently formally sanc-
tioned an additional Assistant Principal post which is one of the two posts identified as ‘Brexit’ 
related for that body.  Formal approval for the second post, for a Grade III Inspector, is currently 
awaited.  The HSA will commence recruitment to fill the AP post in the near future.  

Finally, in respect of these Agencies, they all have prioritised the Brexit implications arising 
for them in their individual work plans for 2017 and beyond which serving staff will contribute 
to as part of their day-to-day work.  In this regard the staffing of these Agencies is set out below:

 - Enterprise Ireland had 575 staff in 564 Full-Time Equivalent posts before Brexit-specific 
recruitment of upwards of 39 staff takes effect.

 - IDA had 268 staff in 259 Full-Time Equivalent posts before Brexit-specific recruitment of 
upwards of 21 staff takes effect.

 - SFI had 47 staff in 46.5 Full-Time Equivalent posts before Brexit-specific recruitment of 
2 additional staff takes effect.

 - HSA has 167 staff in 159 Full-Time Equivalent posts before Brexit-specific recruitment 
of 2 additional staff takes effect.
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02/05/2017WRBBB02750Science Foundation Ireland Data

02/05/2017WRBBB028001409. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount of funding paid out by an organisation (details supplied) in each of the years from 2007 
to 2016 respectively, in tabular form; the projects this money was spent on; the way the annual 
spend was broken down by each project; the technology readiness level of each of those proj-
ects; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19650/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Sci-
ence Foundation Ireland (SFI) supports approximately 500 award holders across its portfolio 
of research programmes.  The portfolio includes both investigator initiated and thematic calls, 
project grants and large-scale Research Centre awards, short and long-term funding, support for 
early career researchers, emerging and established research leaders, individual and collabora-
tive awards. 

Data on SFI awards by programme, year, budget, awardee and topic is available as part of 
the Government’s Open Data initiative.  The full dataset of all STEM research and ancillary 
projects funded by the agency can be viewed here https://data.gov.ie/dataset/science-founda-
tion-ireland-grant-commitments.

The Table provides a breakdown of annual grant payments by SFI.

Year Amount €000s
2016 184,026
2015 162,706
2014 153,544
2013 152,310
2012 156,927
2011 154,029
2010 150,135
2009 173,550
2008 160,138
2007 156.622
In 2016 SFI mapped its active award portfolio against TRL levels. This indicated that most 

of Science Foundation Ireland’s portfolio of investment - more than 80% - was in TRL 1 and 2 
(see Appendix I).

With time and given Science Foundation Ireland’s expanded remit, it would be expected to 
see investments moving to span the TRL levels including into mid-high TRL activity.  While 
SFI’s mid-high TRL investments will grow in the future, most of SFI’s investment will continue 
to be in the lower TRLs, in line with the mandate of the organisation.

  Appendix I - Analysis of TRL Level of portfolio at end 2015 - the graph has been for-
warded separately to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRBBB02950Employment Rights

02/05/2017WRBBB030001410. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she will 
consider addressing the State’s non-compliance with the EU part-time workers directive by 
implementing the French model of honest contracts; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19695/17]
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02/05/2017WRBBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): The Protection of Employees (Part-Time Work) Act 2001 (the 2001 Act) implemented 
EU Council Directive 97/81/EC into Irish law.  This Directive emanated as a result of an agree-
ment between employer and employee representatives at EU level to establish a general frame-
work for eliminating discrimination against part-time workers and to contribute to developing 
the potential for part-time work on a basis which takes into account the needs of employers and 
employees.

Accordingly, the 2001 Act provides a wide degree of protection for part-time employees, 
including the general protection that a part-time employee shall not be treated in a less favour-
able manner in respect of his/her conditions of employment than a full time employee.  

I understand that Ibec and ICTU were involved in the process of drafting the Directive at 
European level through the European social partner organisations.  At national level, officials 
from my Department also consulted extensively with them regarding transposition of the Direc-
tive.

I am satisfied that Ireland has met its responsibilities in transposing EU Council Directive 
97/81/EC into national law.  This position is confirmed by a 2003 report on the implementation 
of the Directive undertaken by the European Commission. 

While the French concept of ‘honest contracts’ is interesting, my colleague, Minister Mitch-
ell O’Connor, and I are currently bringing forward our own proposals in this area for consid-
eration by Government.  The proposals are in response to the commitment in the Programme 
for Government to address the problems caused by increased casualisation of work and to 
strengthen the regulation of precarious employment. 

The proposals are aimed at low paid, more vulnerable workers and address the issue of 
employees on low hour contracts who consistently work more hours each week but whose con-
tracts do not reflect the reality of their hours worked.  The proposals will also seek to ensure that 
employees are better informed about the nature of their employment arrangements and their 
core terms at an early stage in their employment.

The policy response takes account of the University of Limerick study on zero hour con-
tracts and low hour contracts as well as the extensive material and practical examples provided 
by respondents to the public consultation conducted by my Department.  My Department also 
engaged in a detailed dialogue process with ICTU and Ibec over a number of months in an effort 
to secure the deepest understanding of the issues and implications before finalizing proposals. 

02/05/2017WRBBB03150IDA Supports

02/05/2017WRBBB032001411. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the specific incentives in place or extra measures available to the IDA to attract foreign direct 
investment into regional locations other than Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19764/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): IDA 
Ireland is making good progress towards its target of increasing the level of investment in each 
region by 30% to 40% by 2019.  In 2016, 52% of all Agency supported jobs created were based 
outside of Dublin.

While IDA Ireland does everything in its power to ensure an even spread of investments, 
it is important to realise that the ultimate decision on location rests solely with the company.  
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There is a global trend to base foreign direct investment around large urban areas.  Quite often, 
companies also want to be located near competitors or clusters of other similar enterprises.  As 
a result, some businesses are only interested in investing in our larger cities.  

The Government remains committed to achieving balanced regional development and this 
ambition is reflected in our eight Regional Action Plans for Jobs (RAPJs).   The aim of the 
RAPJs is to ensure that the unemployment rate of each region is within one percentage point 
of the State average by 2020.   These plans are delivering clear results with an implementation 
rate of over 90% for each region.   

02/05/2017WRBBB03350Departmental Functions

02/05/2017WRBBB034001412. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
her Department is responsible for providing a mandate to allow a consortium to deliver a proj-
ect (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [19788/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB03500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): It is 
recognised at national and EU-level that the biggest challenge often faced by innovative com-
panies is finding a first customer, rather than securing funding for Research and Innovation. 

At the EU-level, the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, Horizon 2020 
has two programmes designed to address this challenge, namely Pre-Commercial Procurement 
(PCP) and Public Procurement of Innovative solutions (PPI).

At a national level, to address this challenge, the Minister for Employment and Small Busi-
ness, Pat Breen T.D. announced in September 2016, a €1m Enterprise Ireland fund, the Small 
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Fund, to drive collaborative projects between companies 
and public sector bodies to find solutions to specific public sector challenges and needs.  The 
SBIR process facilitates competitions which enable public sector bodies to connect with inno-
vation-led businesses to work on innovative ideas which tackle challenges facing the public 
sector leading to better public services and improved effectiveness and value for money.

The call, ICT-33-2017 Innovation Procurement Networks, is a Coordination and Support 
Action designed to address the fragmentation of public demand by facilitating cross-border 
cooperation among procurers.  One objective is the creation of an EU-wide network of national 
competence centres on innovation procurement to promote the PCP and PPI programmes. The 
centres should assist ICT procurers in participating in PCP and PPI and share expertise across 
the EU.

In  relation to the specific project referred to by the Deputy, I have been advised  by the Of-
fice of Government Procurement that they have been notified that an  application to participate 
in the Networks was submitted by the consortium to the European Commission by the 25 April 
2017 closing  deadline.

02/05/2017WRBBB03550Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRBBB036001413. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the estimated number of firms and full time equivalent jobs which will relocate to the United 
Kingdom as a result of a hard Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19886/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
UK’s decision to leave the EU is regrettable and it will undoubtedly present challenges for Ire-
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land because of the significant amount of trade between our two countries.

Our strategies are designed to keep companies and jobs in Ireland and we are fully focused 
on this objective.

I am deeply engaged with my Department’s agencies - Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland as 
well as through the Local Enterprise Offices - to ensure sufficient supports are in place to safe-
guard Irish jobs and exports in response to both the short term and long term impact of Brexit.   

I have also met frequently with representatives of companies, business organisations and 
other stakeholders throughout the country in recent months to hear about their challenges and 
concerns arising from BREXIT and its possible consequences.

In terms of companies preparing themselves for Brexit, I would like to draw attention to 
Enterprise Ireland’s #PrepareforBrexit communications campaign featuring the ‘Brexit SME 
Scorecard’ on www.prepareforbrexit.ie.  The Scorecard is a new interactive online platform 
which can be used by all Irish companies, whether they are EI clients or not, to self-assess their 
exposure to Brexit under six business pillars.  The Scorecard generates an immediate report 
which provides advice as well as information on supports and resources to Irish businesses 
preparing for Brexit.  

In terms of supports available to companies, EI’s provision of management capability, lead-
ership, marketing/sales skills, innovation and R&D supports is being intensified to help clients 
to build market share and create new market opportunities. 

Enterprise Ireland also has a suite of supports that help clients reduce supply-chain costs 
and drive efficiencies and cost reductions as a means of improving operating margins, thereby 
increasing competitiveness.

Through the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) a range of measures is being put in place to 
supplement existing supports, including:

 - Supports to facilitate micro enterprises to develop new internationalisation opportunities;

 - Roll out of a national “Lean for Micro” initiative to drive firm level competitiveness;

 - Brexit-focused mentoring and training; and

 - Local level awareness raising and information sharing about Brexit, including; seminars, 
workshops and cross-border business networking.

02/05/2017WRBBB03750Brexit Issues

02/05/2017WRBBB038001414. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the estimated number of new full time positions which will be created in the greater Dublin area 
as a result of Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19888/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB039001422. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the posi-
tion regarding the promotion of north County Dublin in attracting investment and jobs as part 
of the government’s Brexit strategy, in view of the transport links provided for businesses due 
to the presence of Dublin Airport; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20251/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB04000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1414 and 1422 together.
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The vote by the UK to leave the European Union has potential job creation opportunities 
for Ireland, particularly in the financial services sector.  However, quantifying job numbers for 
Dublin at this point is not possible. 

The Government through the IDA will continue to pursue all new opportunities to attract 
mobile investment that emerge as a result of Brexit, however we must remember that there is 
stiff global competition in this area.  We should also be realistic about the scale of any new in-
vestment and we should not expect tens of thousands of jobs in the short-term.

02/05/2017WRBBB04050Science Foundation Ireland Staff

02/05/2017WRBBB041001415. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of staff in Science Foundation Ireland with specific responsibility for issues related 
to Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19889/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB04200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Sci-
ence Foundation Ireland (SFI) have designated three new posts to have specific Brexit related 
responsibilities and duties.  These posts have been enabled by an increase in the Foundation’s 
pay allocation in 2017 for Brexit specific recruitment.  While these posts have yet to be filled, 
recruitment is currently underway.

Furthermore, a number of current SFI staff also have Brexit related responsibilities.  SFI has 
an internal Brexit team led by one of its Senior Directors which focuses on Brexit related initia-
tives including, for example, direct engagement with UK colleagues in exploring and drafting 
potential joint research schemes with the UK.  The DG of SFI and senior management team all 
regularly participate in high level Brexit related consultations and meetings with some follow 
up activities that filter down throughout the organisation.  

Pending the outcome of the consultations and exploration of potential schemes the three 
new Brexit posts will have specific responsibilities for the development and implementation 
of those Brexit related schemes – noting that the new Deputy DG post will likely be leading a 
number of those initiatives once appointed. 

In addition, SFI will also continue to focus on the UK market, which is critically important 
in light of Brexit, by continuing its partnership with the Royal Society, The Wellcome Trust and 
the Research Councils to drive ever-increasing collaborations between Ireland and UK-based 
researchers. SFI also intends to explore the potential for recruitment of senior talent from the 
UK in areas of strategic importance.

02/05/2017WRBBB04250EU Directives

02/05/2017WRBBB043001416. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she will report the implementation of the 1993 EU Directive on Unfair Terms Consumer 
Contracts here and its transposition into law; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19961/17]

02/05/2017WRBBB04400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Di-
rective 93/13/EEC on Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts was given effect by the European 
Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) Regulations 1995 (S.I. No. 27/1995), the 
“Principal Regulations”. 

The Directive has since been given further effect by the following enactments:
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the European Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) (Amendment) Regula-
tions 2000 (S.I. No. 307/2000) provide that consumer organisations set up for the purpose of 
protecting consumer rights may apply for a court order under the Principal Regulations;

section 94 of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 (No. 19 of 2007) give the Central Bank en-
forcement powers under the Principal Regulations in respect of financial services provided by 
a regulated financial service provider;  

section 21 of the Arbitration Act 2010 (No. 1 of 2010) provides that an arbitration agree-
ment to which one of the parties is a consumer and a term of which provides that each party 
shall bear his or her own costs shall be deemed to be an unfair term for the purposes of the 
Principal Regulations;

the European Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) (Amendment) Regula-
tions 2013 (S.I. No. 160/2013) extend the civil remedies available under the Principal Regula-
tions;

the European Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) (Amendment) Regula-
tions 2014 (S.I. No. 336/2014) give the Commission for Communications Regulation enforce-
ment powers under the Principal Regulations in respect of providers of electronic communica-
tions networks or services or associated facilities and of premium rate service providers.

02/05/2017WRCCC00150Trade Agreements

02/05/2017WRCCC002001417. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the sectors most vulnerable to future free trade agreements; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20166/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
EU’s suite of Free Trade Agreements with third Countries help to open new markets, break 
down barriers and provide new opportunities for Irish firms.  These existing EU Agreements 
and new trade deals will continue to be important for Ireland.  With a small domestic market, 
further expansion in other markets is essential to our continued economic growth.

Ireland will continue to support the EU’s ambitious programme of negotiating new Free 
Trade Agreements giving Irish firms expanded market access and a predictable trading environ-
ment in third countries.

The Government’s new Trade Strategy, Ireland Connected: Trading and Investing in a Dy-
namic World which supports an extensive programme of Ministerial-led trade missions, as part 
of a major drive towards market diversification - promoting diversified export markets is a key 
priority for my Department.  This includes markets that are growing and have scale as well as 
markets where we are already well established but with potential for further growth.  The pro-
gramme of trade missions and trade events for 2017 includes a substantive focus on the EU and 
third country markets.  In 2017 we have 42 Minister led trade missions to existing and emerging 
markets, including an increased focus on EU markets.  Enterprise Ireland is consistently work-
ing with client companies focussing on enhancing their competitiveness, capability and levels 
of innovation to assist them to diversify into new markets.

The EU-South Korea Free Trade Agreement has led to a sizeable increase in Irish exports 
since it came into effect in 2011.  This is the real evidence that Trade Agreements work for Irish 
exporters and Irish jobs.
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Beef is considered as a sensitive agricultural product in EU free trade agreements where 
only limited concessions are granted in the form of tariff rate quotas.  Any import of beef is 
subject to full compliance with EU health and safety standards including the ban on hormone 
treated beef.  This means that only hormone-free meat can be imported into the EU.  During 
the EU-Canada Free Trade Agreement negotiations Ireland successfully campaigned for the 
EU to grant Canada a low beef tariff rate quota of 45,850 tonnes progressively over 5 years 
thereby safeguarding our important EU market in this area.  Above this agreed quota the EU’s 
high tariffs continue to apply.  I will continue to work at securing the best deal for Ireland in 
any future trade negotiation, bearing in mind our defensive interests, in sensitive areas such as 
the beef sector.

02/05/2017WRCCC00350IDA Site Visits

02/05/2017WRCCC004001418. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of times the IDA has visited County Roscommon in the past year; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20189/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC005001421. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
details of all foreign direct investment secured through State agencies in 2014, 2015 and 2016 
by county, in tabular form; the name, location and financing details of foreign direct investment 
secured in counties Roscommon and Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20194/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC00600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1418 and 1421 together.

In the first quarter of 2017, there was one IDA Ireland-sponsored site visit to Co. Roscom-
mon.  In 2016, there was one site visit only.  While this is disappointing, it must be borne in 
mind that site visits are not the only indication of foreign direct investment (FDI) activity in 
a county.  The majority of new FDI comes from existing IDA Ireland client companies.  The 
table below details the investments announced for Galway and Roscommon from 2014-2016, 
however, it should be noted that not all investments are publicly announced.

Roscommon and Galway Investment Announcements 2014-2016

DATE COMPANY LOCATION ORIGIN JOBS
10/02/2014 Jazz Roscommon US N/A
21/02/2014 SEKO MedTec 

Solutions
Galway US 30

12/06/2014 Smartbear Galway US 100
13/10/2014 Colour Commu-

nication
Roscommon US 20

05/11/2014 N3 Results, 
Sprout Social, 
Simplivity, 
Udemy, Boo-
merang Pharma, 
SNP   Commu-
nications, Per-
seus Telecom. 
HedgeGuard

Dublin, Cork, 
Galway

US, Europe 400
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DATE COMPANY LOCATION ORIGIN JOBS
07/11//2014 Valeo Vision Galway US 140
10/11/2014 Avaya Galway US 75
16/01/2015 Zimmer Galway US 250
23/02/2015 Apple Galway US 300
23/03/2015 IDT911 Galway US 60
28/05/2015 Shopify Galway US 50
18/06/2015 Moss   Vision Roscommon UK 50
28/07/2015 Industrial   Info Galway US 50
14/12/2015 Phenox   GmbH Galway   German   65
14/12/2015 Medtronic Galway   US   N/A
16/03/2016 Ipswitch Galway US 60
18/05/2016 Wayfair Galway US 160
13/06/2016 Surmodics Galway US 100
07/06/2016 Glan Agua and 

MEIC a subsid-
iary of Mota-
Engil

Galway Portuguese   60

02/05/2017WRCCC00650Company Closures

02/05/2017WRCCC007001419. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps that were taken to try to avert the closure of a factory (details supplied) in Ballaghader-
reen, County Roscommon; and when she was informed of the impending closure. [20192/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC00800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
company referred to by Deputy Murphy received a number of supports under various schemes 
from my Department, through Enterprise Ireland, between 2006 and 2011.

In January 2013, the Department of Health communicated to all Government Departments 
and their agencies the guidelines for the implementation of Article 5.3 of the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).  Specifically, Principle 
4 of the guidelines sets out the following;

‘Because their products are lethal, the tobacco industry should not be granted incentives to 
establish or run their businesses’.

As such, my Department and its agencies are no longer in a position to support companies 
in this sector.

I was informed on 13 April that the company intends to engage in a consultation period 
which may result in closure of the factory and redundancy of the employees.

My thoughts are with the workers and the wider community affected by this announcement.

My Department will continue to concentrate on creating sustainable employment in all re-
gions of Ireland through the Regional Action Plans for Jobs.

The State agencies will continue to work closely with each other, and with local interests, 
in line with the West Regional Action Plan for Jobs, to support an integrated approach to job 
creation in Roscommon and the broader region.



2 May 2017

781

02/05/2017WRCCC00850Job Creation Data

02/05/2017WRCCC009001420. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of jobs created by companies supported by Enterprise Ireland and the Industrial De-
velopment Authority between 2015 and to date in 2017, by county, in tabular form. [20193/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department, through Enterprise Ireland (EI) provides a range of supports to help Irish com-
panies start, grow and export.  There are now over 201,000 people employed by EI supported 
companies across the country, an all-time high for the Agency.  The fact that over 130,000 of 
those 201,000 jobs are outside of Dublin is also significant.  All regions recorded increases in 
employment.

Over the period of its 2014-2016 Strategy ‘Driving Enterprise, Delivering Jobs’, EI ex-
ceeded its 45,000 jobs target, and 45,592 new full time jobs were created by client companies.  
The Strategy has driven the greatest job creation ever achieved in any three year period by Irish 
companies.

EI’s new ‘Global Ambition’ strategy 2017-2020 will support enterprises across the econo-
my, to grow into strong Irish international companies, developing world-leading products and 
services and exporting them all around the world.  The strategy builds on the success of recent 
years and sets new ambitious targets for jobs growth of 60,000 and to increase exports by €5 
billion per year, with two-thirds of exports going beyond the UK.

IDA Ireland reported a second, consecutive record year in 2016.  199,877 people are now 
employed in IDA Ireland supported client companies, up from 188,035 in 2015.  This is the 
highest level of employment in IDA Ireland client companies in the Agency’s 68-year history.

IDA Ireland’s strategy for 2015-2019 includes a commitment to increase foreign FDI in 
every region outside Dublin by 30%-40%.  The Agency made good progress towards achieving 
this goal in 2016, with 52% of all jobs created by IDA Ireland’s clients last year based outside 
of Dublin.  The Agency is targeting the creation of 7,000 net new jobs and 180 new investments 
in 2017.

Table 1 below provides a breakdown of new jobs created in Enterprise Ireland supported 
companies by county for 2015 and 2016.

Table 2   provides a breakdown of new jobs created in IDA Ireland supported companies by 
county for the same period.   Agency job figures are collated on an annual basis only, therefore 
figures for 2017 will not be available until the Annual Employment Survey is released at the 
beginning of 2018.

Table 1: New Jobs (Permanent Full time and Other) created by Enterprise Ireland supported 
Companies

County 2015 2016
Carlow 234 373
Cavan 487 466
Clare 235 282
Cork 2,712 2,154
Donegal 534 422
Dublin 8,062 7,579
Galway 999 836
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County 2015 2016
Kerry 556 272
Kildare 981 711
Kilkenny 342 348
Laois 131 165
Leitrim 97 168
Limerick 485 1,158
Longford 267 281
Louth 566 535
Mayo 206 273
Meath 702 550
Monaghan 467 471
Offaly 452 277
Roscommon 180 133
Sligo 115 120
Tipperary 518 290
Waterford 693 397
Westmeath 229 329
Wexford 465 214
Wicklow 403 440
TOTAL 21,118 19,244

Table 2: New Jobs (Permanent Full time and Other) created by IDA supported Companies

County 2015 2016
Carlow 19 83
Cavan 29 41
Clare 530 295
Cork 4,535 2,602
Donegal 330 145
Dublin 10,202 9,000
Galway 1,457 1,896
Kerry 89 186
Kildare 849 291
Kilkenny 9 113
Laois 18 10
Leitrim 16 3
Limerick 950 1,634
Longford 46 70
Louth 317 453
Mayo 159 181
Meath 67 84
Monaghan 52 7
Offaly 58 49
Roscommon 108 34
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County 2015 2016
Sligo 166 190
Tipperary North Riding 25 10
Tipperary South Riding 70 138
Waterford 523 697
Westmeath 212 185
Wexford 101 171
Wicklow 45 59
TOTAL 20,982 18,627
 

Question No. 1421 answered with Question No. 1418.

Question No. 1422 answered with Question No. 1414.

02/05/2017WRCCC01250IDA Data

02/05/2017WRCCC013001423. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of IDA exports by sector to each of the 27 EU countries. [20676/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC014001424. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position of Ireland in comparison to other EU countries in each of the sectors in which the IDA 
exports to EU countries. [20677/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1423 and 1424 together.

IDA Ireland collates its client companies’ exports to the UK and European Union by NACE 
code only.  The Agency does not track the information by individual European countries.  The 
tables below provide details of all IDA Ireland client company exports in 2015, which are the 
latest available figures.  The breakdowns provided are UK, Europe, Rest of Europe (Member 
States) and Rest of Europe (non-Member States).

Multinational companies continue to be significant exporters from Ireland, with IDA Ire-
land clients exporting approximately €140 bn in 2015 which accounts for almost 64% of total 
national exports (Annual Business Survey of Economic Impact Report 2015).  In addition, the 
Agency’s client companies spend €18.7 bn in the Irish economy annually; €10 bn on payroll 
and €8.7 bn on Irish-sourced materials and services (ABSEI Report 2015).

Total Exports to United Kingdom

2015
Manufacturing & Other Industry (including 
Primary Production)

€ m

Agriculture, Fishing, Forestry, Mining & 
Quarrying

0

Food, Drink & Tobacco 295
Textiles, Clothing, Footware & Leather 0
Wood & Wood Products 0
Paper & Printing 9



Questions - Written Answers

784

2015
Manufacturing & Other Industry (including 
Primary Production)

€ m

Chemicals 2,179
Rubber & Plastics 126
Non-Metalic Minerals 18
Basic & Fabricated Metal Products 97
Computer, Electronic & Optical Products 636
Electrical equipment 97
Machinery & Equipment 125
Transport Equipment 103
Medical Device Manufacturing 295
Other Misc. Manufacturing 56
Sub Total 4,036

Energy, Water, Waste & Construction

Energy 0
Recycling & Waste 0
Construction (Excl. EI Amendments) 0
Construction (EI Amendments) 0
Sub Total 0
Information, Communications & Other Services

Publishing, Broadcasting & Telecommuni-
cations

19

Computer Programming 6,920
Computer Consultancy 5,194
Computer Facilities Management 1,485
Other IT & Computer Services 876
Financial Services 278
Business Services 20
Education 0
Other Services 92
Sub Total 14,883

Grand Total - All Sectors 18,919
Total Exports to Rest of Europe

2015
Manufacturing & Other Industry (including 
Primary Production)

€ m

Agriculture, Fishing, Forestry, Mining & 
Quarrying

0

Food, Drink & Tobacco 627
Textiles, Clothing, Footware & Leather 2
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2015
Manufacturing & Other Industry (including 
Primary Production)

€ m

Wood & Wood Products 0
Paper & Printing 20
Chemicals 13,049
Rubber & Plastics 402
Non-Metalic Minerals 62
Basic & Fabricated Metal Products 568
Computer, Electronic & Optical Products 3,539
Electrical equipment 276
Machinery & Equipment 782
Transport Equipment 557
Medical Device Manufacturing 3,497
Other Misc. Manufacturing 139
Sub Total 23,519
Energy, Water, Waste and Construction

Energy 0
Recycling and Waste 0
Construction (Excl. EI Amendments) 0
Construction (EI Amendments) 0
Sub Total 0
Information, Communications & Other Services

Publishing, Broadcasting & Telecommuni-
cations

20

Computer Programming 28,509
Computer Consultancy 12,719
Computer Facilities Management 2,860
Other IT & Computer Services 3,905
Financial Services 391
Business Services 85
Education 0
Other Services 666
Sub Total 49,155

Grand Total - All Sectors 72,674
Total Exports to Rest of Europe (EU Member States)

2015
Manufacturing & Other Industry (including 
Primary Production)

€ m

Agriculture, Fishing, Forestry, Mining & 
Quarrying

0

Food, Drink & Tobacco 627
Textiles, Clothing, Footware & Leather 1
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2015
Manufacturing & Other Industry (including 
Primary Production)

€ m

Wood & Wood Products 0
Paper & Printing 15
Chemicals 10,018
Rubber & Plastics 384
Non-Metalic Minerals 59
Basic & Fabricated Metal Products 506
Computer, Electronic & Optical Products 2,833
Electrical equipment 226
Machinery & Equipment 665
Transport Equipment 550
Medical Device Manufacturing 3,245
Other Misc. Manufacturing 132
Sub Total 19,261
Energy, Water, Waste & Construction

Energy 0
Recycling & Waste 0
Construction (Excl. EI Amendments) 0
Construction (EI Amendments) 0
Sub Total 0
Information, Communications & Other Services

Publishing, Broadcasting & Telecommuni-
cations

18

Computer Programming 24,236
Computer Consultancy 12,107
Computer Facilities Management 2,630
Other IT & Computer Services 2,765
Financial Services 366
Business Services 20
Education 0
Other Services 612
Sub Total 42,754

Grand Total - All Sectors 62,015
Total Exports to Rest of Europe (Non-EU Member States)

2015
Manufacturing & Other Industry (including 
Primary Production)

€ m

Agriculture, Fishing, Forestry, Mining & 
Quarrying

0

Food, Drink & Tobacco 0
Textiles, Clothing, Footware & Leather 0
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2015
Manufacturing & Other Industry (including 
Primary Production)

€ m

Wood & Wood Products 0
Paper & Printing 5
Chemicals 3,031
Rubber & Plastics 18
Non-Metalic Minerals 2
Basic & Fabricated Metal Products 62
Computer, Electronic & Optical Products 706
Electrical equipment 50
Machinery & Equipment 117
Transport Equipment 8
Medical Device Manufacturing 252
Other Misc. Manufacturing 7
Sub Total 4,258
Energy, Water, Waste & Construction

Energy 0
Recycling & Waste 0
Construction (Excl. EI Amendments) 0
Construction (EI Amendments) 0
Sub Total 0
Information, Communications & Other Services

Publishing, Broadcasting & Telecommuni-
cations

3

Computer Programming 4,273
Computer Consultancy 612
Computer Facilities Management 229
Other IT & Computer Services 1,139
Financial Services 25
Business Services 65
Education 0
Other Services 54
Sub Total 6,401

Grand Total - All Sectors 10,658
 

02/05/2017WRCCC01550Child and Family Agency

02/05/2017WRCCC016001425. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
advice which can be provided to a person (details supplied) to access records; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19268/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC017001427. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
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advice which can be provided to a person (details supplied) to access information; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19276/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1425 and 1427 together.

As this is an operational matter for Tusla - The Child and Family Agency. I have asked the 
Agency to respond directly to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRCCC01850Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

02/05/2017WRCCC019001426. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
proposed scope of the mother and baby home investigation; the other sites that will be investi-
gated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19269/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The remit of 
the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Home’s and certain related Matters is 
set out in the order which established the Commission and its terms of reference S.I. No. 57 
of 2015.  The Commission is tasked with thoroughly examining the experiences of mothers 
and children resident in these homes.  The scope of the Commission’s investigation includes 
several specific areas of practice and procedure in the care, welfare, entry arrangements and 
exit pathways for the women and children who were residents of 14 named institutions and the 
representative sample of County Homes identified by the Commission.  With regard to the in-
vestigation of burial grounds associated with these homes, this is a matter for the Commission 
to decide and progress in accordance with its terms of reference.

The Commission’s Second Interim Report noted that its existing terms of reference are 
very wide and it did not recommend any changes. However,   as the Deputy will be aware it is 
my intention to carry out a scoping review of the Commission’s terms of reference to examine 
whether broader terms of reference could help answer related questions and public concerns. I 
am not in a position to pre-empt the outcome of this process but I will make further announce-
ments in the coming weeks.

Question No. 1427 answered with Question No. 1425.

02/05/2017WRCCC02150Guardians Ad Litem

02/05/2017WRCCC022001428. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to bring forward legislation that would clarify the role of a guardian ad litem a represen-
tative to the court rather than witness or special adviser in child care proceedings.  [20323/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment is currently working on legislation to reform the Guardian ad litem service in child care 
proceedings.  Guardians ad litem perform a very important function in these proceedings both 
as a support for the children and young people involved and as an invaluable source of advice 
to the Courts in determining the best course of action in relation to the child’s care and welfare.

The reform proposals I am bringing forward will address significant inadequacies in the 
existing arrangements and will replace the existing ad hoc system with a high quality, child-
centred, cost effective national service.  Most importantly, it will extend the Guardian ad litem  
system to benefit the greatest number of children and young people.
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In January, I published a General Scheme of a Child Care (Amendment) Bill 2017, as ap-
proved by Government.  The General Scheme inter alia provides for a presumption in favour of 
a Guardian ad litem for all children in child care proceedings and that the Guardian ad litem will 
be independent in the exercise of his or her functions.  These proposed functions are twofold i.e. 
to inform the court of the child’s views and to advise the court on what is in the best interests 
of the child, having considered the views of the child.  Under the new legislation, the Guardian 
ad litem  will be required to promote and facilitate the child’s right to a voice and to have his or 
her views heard in the proceedings and to regard the best interests of the child as the paramount 
consideration.

The General Scheme is currently being considered by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Children and Youth Affairs and I look forward to their comments and observations on the Gen-
eral Scheme in the near future, including the proposed role and function of the Guardian ad 
litem.  Subject to the outcome of this examination, I intend to publish the text of a Bill as soon 
as possible in the second half of this year.

02/05/2017WRCCC02350Child Care Services Provision

02/05/2017WRCCC024001429. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) in relation to the affordable child care 
scheme in County Louth; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19176/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As I announced 
on 12 April, a number of significant changes will be made to the existing targeted childcare 
schemes this September, including an increase of up to 50% in subsidy-rates.  The Affordable 
Childcare Scheme, which will replace the existing targeted schemes, will be introduced at a 
later date, when it is fully ready for operation.

The Deputy’s question relates to the potential impact of the rules proposed for the Afford-
able Childcare Scheme, in particular the rule limiting childcare subsidies to 15 hours per week 
for families where a parent is not engaged in any form of work or training.  This rule reflects 
a balance between the scheme’s objectives of supporting child development and supporting 
labour market participation for families with low incomes, and thereby contributing to the re-
duction of child poverty.

In determining the rules for the scheme, I want to ensure a balanced approach to eligibility: 
while people will qualify for a subsidy based purely on income, parents’ participation in work 
or training will determine the number of hours of subsidy available.  When parents are engaged 
in work (including even small amounts of part-time work or participation in labour market 
activation programmes) or in education or training, they will be eligible for an enhanced hours 
subsidy of up to 40 hours per week.  When parents are not in work or training, childcare will 
nevertheless be subsidised on a standard hours basis of up to 15 hours per week, reflecting the 
benefits for all children of part-time participation in childcare.  I believe that this is a reasonable 
approach.

It will mean that the Affordable Childcare Scheme will be open – albeit for standard hours 
rather than enhanced hours – to parents who stay at home to care for their children, and are not 
taking part in any work or training, but who choose to avail of up to 15 hours of childcare per 
week.  In the case of school-going children, the child development objectives are met through 
school-going hours and, as such, the 15 standard hours childcare will apply only to non-term 
time.
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I wish to emphasise that I intend to take a very inclusive approach in defining “work” and 
“study” for the purpose of the Affordable Childcare Scheme.  As a consequence, many social 
welfare recipients will benefit from the enhanced hours subsidy (i.e. up to 40 hours per week), 
as many social welfare payments allow a parent to work part-time, for a certain number of hours 
or days per week.

I acknowledge that where a parent is at home and not engaged in any work or study, the fam-
ily will not benefit from subsidised after-school childcare during term-times, because of the 15-
hour limit.  However, I believe it is right that the Scheme should actively support labour market 
participation through linking the number of hours of subsidy to a family’s need for childcare 
for the purpose of work, education or training.  Supporting labour market participation for low-
income families is an essential part of our efforts to reduce child poverty.

There is also a small but important group of families for whom childcare is needed on child 
welfare grounds or for whom childcare is a necessary early intervention support, and where 
there is a referral by Tusla.  For the Affordable Childcare Scheme, it is proposed that, where 
such a referral is made, families would automatically qualify for a subsidy without having to 
satisfy any income or work/study test.  Tusla would recommend the hours of childcare needed.  
The scheme would then provide the maximum rate of subsidy in respect of those hours of care, 
and no payment would be asked of the parents in these circumstances.  This approach is con-
sistent with current practice under CCS and is critical to supporting strong child welfare and 
protection practices.  My officials are currently in discussion with Tusla in relation to the way 
in which this referral process will operate in the Affordable Childcare Scheme.

02/05/2017WRCCC02550Child Care Services Provision

02/05/2017WRCCC026001430. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to provide funding for the construction or assistance of new community creches for the 
Clonskeagh area, in view of the changing demographics and the current pressure on childcare 
services in the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19366/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In response to 
the expansion of the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme announced in 
Budget 2016, and to support the development of capacity in the sector, my Department initi-
ated a number of actions: my Department made detailed information available to the City and 
County Childcare Committees (CCCs) at the beginning of 2016 indicating the number of chil-
dren, by every electoral division across the country, who would be eligible for an ECCE place 
in September 2016, January 2017 and April 2017.  My Department continues to work closely 
with the CCCs to match this data against reported capacity in the sector to meet the increase in 
demand.  My Department is also working with the CCCs on the development of action plans 
for areas where a shortfall in supply may be identified.

In relation to the Clonskeagh area specifically, I understand that there are three Private 
creches and no Community creches currently in operation in the area.  I can confirm that my 
Department has not received any reports that these creche services are insufficient to meet cur-
rent requirements in the Clonskeagh area.  Officials from my department also contacted Pobal 
and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Childcare Committee and they confirmed that they are 
not aware of any particular demographic issues within the Clonskeagh area.  However, if the 
Deputy has information which suggests that this is not the case perhaps this could be provided 
and my Department will consider the matter further.

It should also be noted that although there is no community services in the area, private 
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childcare providers can avail of the Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP) programme 
and therefore provide parents and children with access to subsidised childcare.

In addition I recently announced a separate €3 million in capital funding for services pro-
viding school age childcare.  This capital scheme will encourage expansion in the number 
of school age childcare places along with enhancements to quality.  The application process 
opened on the 7th of April and will close at 3pm on Friday the 5th of May.

02/05/2017WRCCC02750Child and Family Agency

02/05/2017WRCCC028001431. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
parliamentary question No. 830 of 7 March 2017, if she will answer the question referred to in 
her reply in view of additional information (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19503/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to ac-
knowledge that further information has been provided by the Deputy following my response 
to parliamentary question number 830 of 7 March 2017.  However, I am advised by Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency, that this information is insufficient to allow a search of the archives.  
Therefore, in order to facilitate an enquiry into the matters raised, I request that the Deputy 
please provide further detailed information to my Department.

02/05/2017WRCCC02950Education Welfare Service

02/05/2017WRCCC030001432. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the budget 
allocation to educational welfare services in her Department in each of the years 2012 to 2016 
and to date in 2017; and the detail of the budget by constituent programme, such as school 
completion and the home school community liaison scheme.  [19522/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy in relation to the Education Welfare Services (EWS) and the 
School Completion Programme (SCP) is in the below table.

Year EWS Funding SCP Funding
2012 €9,622,000 €26,456,000
2013 €8,753,000 €24,756,000
2014 €8,318,000 €24,756,000
2015 €7,333,283 €24,756,000
2016 €7,437,384 €24,756,000
2017 €7,113,235 €24,756,000
The Department of Education and Skills is responsible for staffing and budgetary alloca-

tions under the Home School Community Liaison scheme. 

02/05/2017WRCCC03150Child Protection

02/05/2017WRCCC032001433. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will address the allocation of social workers (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19656/17]
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02/05/2017WRCCC03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have placed a 
high priority on addressing the number of children who are without an allocated social worker.  
I secured additional funding for this purpose in 2017, and Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, 
is now in the second year of a 3-year plan to ensure the allocation of a social worker to all chil-
dren and young people who need one.  The Deputy should note that all urgent and emergency 
cases notified to Tusla are dealt with immediately.  Urgent and emergency cases could involve 
cases of abandonment, allegations of physical and sexual abuse, parental ill health and the need 
to find an immediate placement, or threat to the safety or life of a child by a third party.

At the end of February 2017 (the latest data available), there was a total of 25,387 open child 
welfare and protection cases nationwide.  An open case is one which is assessed as needing a 
dedicated (allocated) social work service.  Of the 25,387 open cases, 77% (19,667) had an al-
located social worker and 5,720 were waiting to be allocated a social worker.  Of the children 
awaiting allocation to a social worker at the end of February, 1,057 were high priority.

Cases that are unallocated are closely monitored, supported and managed by the duty social 
work team under the supervision of the principal social worker.

It is a continuing priority of Tusla to address the problem of unallocated cases in 2017.  
Tusla currently has 1,480 WTE social workers and an end of 2017 target of 1,520 WTE.  This 
target is short of the target set in Survival to Sustainability by approximately 100 WTE and re-
flects the constraints of the social work labour supply.  Funding is in place to address the issue 
of unallocated cases, however, the recruitment environment for social workers is very challeng-
ing.  Tusla is also focusing on intervening at an early stage of a family difficulty through social 
care and family supports.

My Department will continue to closely monitor progress in this regard.  I attach a high 
priority to tackling this matter and I will continue to engage directly with the Tusla Board and 
senior management team, over the course of the year, to review progress.

02/05/2017WRCCC03350Child Care Services Provision

02/05/2017WRCCC034001434. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
her Department cannot access income information from the Revenue Commissioners; the esti-
mated number of families which will miss out on the child care subsidy as a consequence; when 
this will be ameliorated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19689/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is incorrect 
to suggest that my Department cannot access income information from the Revenue Com-
missioners, or from the Department of Social Protection.  Throughout the development of the 
Affordable Childcare Scheme, both the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Social 
Protection have worked closely with my Department to ensure the new Scheme will have full 
and efficient access to income information.  Officials of my Department have at all times re-
ceived a high level of cooperation and support from both the Revenue Commissioners and the 
Department of Social Protection.

The Affordable Childcare Scheme is an extremely complex and ambitious project because 
of all that is involved - legislation, new business processes, data protection and building a new 
IT system.  Since the policy paper for the introduction of the Affordable Childcare Scheme was 
approved by Government in October 2016, officials of the DCYA and Pobal have been working 
intensively to plan for the implementation of this Scheme.
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I recently announced that a number of changes will be made to existing childcare schemes 
that will bring substantial benefits to an estimated 70,000 children and their families from this 
September.  These changes will include a new universal childcare subsidy for children aged 
from 6 months up to 36 months old (or commencement of the free pre-school programme).  It is 
estimated that this new universal childcare subsidy may benefit approximately 33,000 children 
and their families.  For children in full-time, registered childcare, the subsidy will amount to 
approximately €1,000 per annum.

In addition, there will be significant increases of up to 50 percent in childcare subvention 
rates provided under the Community Childcare Subvention Scheme for children aged from 6 
months up to 15 years old.  It is estimated that up to 37,000 children and their families may 
benefit from targeted subsidies from this September.  A large proportion of these will see an 
increase in their weekly subsidy.  For example, parents availing of full-time childcare who cur-
rently have their childcare costs subsidised by €95 per week under the Community Childcare 
Subvention will see their subvention rate rise to €145 per week.  Thousands of children and 
their families are expected to benefit from targeted supports for the first time from September 
due to improved access to existing schemes through a greater number of childcare providers 
throughout the country.  These children and their families too will benefit from these generous 
increases in childcare subvention rates.

The Affordable Childcare Scheme will be introduced at the earliest possible date, while 
ensuring that the scheme is fully operational and user-friendly for all concerned.  When it is 
introduced, additional families who are not eligible for current schemes but who then meet 
ACS income criteria will also benefit from subsidies. Given the considerable uncertainty about 
the impact of the new scheme on parental demand for childcare, the number of additional ben-
eficiaries at that stage cannot be determined with any precision. However, it is estimated that 
the total number of beneficiaries in the first year of the Affordable Childcare Scheme may be 
approximately 79,000 and that the number is likely to continue to rise over time in response to 
parental demand.

02/05/2017WRCCC03550Early Childhood Care and Education

02/05/2017WRCCC036001435. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will address a matter (details supplied) in relation to the early childhood care and education, 
ECCE, eligibility of a person; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [19791/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The initial Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme had one entry point (September) from when 
children could begin pre-school, and children had to be aged between 3 years and 2 months and 
4 years and 7 months by the September to avail of the free pre-school year (i.e. 38 weeks).  The 
programme was then expanded beginning in September 2016 by reducing the age of eligibil-
ity to 3 years and by increasing the number of entry points to three throughout the programme 
year (September, January and April).  This means that children can begin to avail of their free 
place on the pre-school programme as soon as possible after they reach the age of 3.  The upper 
age limit for the free pre-school programme is set at 5 years and 6 months, meaning that if a 
child is going to be older than 5 years and 6 months at the end of a pre-school year (i.e. end of 
June) they are not eligible to avail of free pre-school in that year.  This upper age limit was set 
in consultation with the Early Years Policy Unit of the Department of Education and Skills to 
limit the age range of children beginning primary school and to ensure that children transition 
into primary school with their peers.
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As this child was born in December 2011 he will be older than 5 years and 6 months by the 
end of June and, therefore, was not eligible for the free pre-school for the 2016/17 year.

02/05/2017WRCCC03750Early Years Sector

02/05/2017WRCCC038001436. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of discussions on a new workforce plan for the early years sector; and when a revised plan is 
expected to be issued. [19809/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Currently the 
commitment by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills is to deliver a new workforce plan for the Early Years sector by the first quarter 
of 2018 (School Age Childcare Report).  The two Departments are currently scoping a proposal 
for this work.

02/05/2017WRCCC03950Adoption Data

02/05/2017WRCCC040001437. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children, by county, that have been placed in adoption in 1986, 1996, 2006 and 2016; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19910/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Adoption 
Authority has provided details of domestic adoptions orders by county for 2006 and 2016.  The 
county referred to below refers to the county in which the adoptive parents resided at the time 
the adoption order was made.  This information broken down by county is not available for 
1986 and 1996 at this time.  However, I am advised that the total number of domestic adoption 
orders that were made in Ireland in 1986 and 1996 was 800 and 405 respectively.

2016 2006
Total 95 222
Carlow 0 7
Cavan 1 6
Clare 3 0
Cork 11 33
Donegal 2 9
Dublin 31 52
Galway 2 4
Kerry 1 6
Kildare 1 17
Kilkenny 0 5
Laois 0 4
Leitrim 0 2
Limerick 2 9
Longford 0 0
Louth 4 2
Mayo 1 5
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2016 2006
Meath 6 12
Monaghan 6 1
Offaly 4 5
Roscommon 0 3
Sligo 1 2
Tipperary 3 5
Waterford 3 4
Westmeath 3 9
Wexford 6 11
Wicklow 4 9

02/05/2017WRCCC04150Foster Care

02/05/2017WRCCC042001438. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of foster families, by county, in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the 
number of children placed in foster care in each of these years; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19911/17]

02/05/2017WRCCC04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Foster care is 
the preferred option for children who have been received into care.  This can be as a result of 
abuse and/or neglect and their parents’ inability to care for them due to a combination of dif-
ficulties in their own lives.

The most recent figures provided by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, indicate that there 
were 6,309 children in care at the end of February 2017, which is a decrease of 2% compared 
with the previous year.  Of the children in care, 92% were in foster care nationally; there were 
4,127 (65%) children in general foster care, 1,695 (27%) in relative care and 355 (6%) children 
were in a residential care placement.

Tusla does not collate data by county, but has provided the number of foster families by ad-
ministrative area in each of the years 2014 - 2016 which is detailed in the table below.  Figures 
for 2017 are not available.

Number of foster families by region 2014 - 2016
Area 2014 2015 2016
Sligo/Leitrim/West 
Cavan

77 79 88

Donegal 148 161 155
Mayo 109 101 101
Galway/Roscommon 286 317 326
The Midwest 457 458 446
Waterford/Wexford 368 371 378
Carlow/Kilkenny/
South Tipperary

348 361 374

Kerry 131 120 126
Cork 641 638 637
Cavan/Monaghan 136 133 143
Louth/Meath 258 258 268
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Number of foster families by region 2014 - 2016
Area 2014 2015 2016
Dublin North 255 262 257
Dublin City North 407 382 371
The Midlands 234 240 270
Dublin South West/
Kildare/West Wick-
low

304 395 428

Dublin South East/
East Wicklow

251 256 251

Dublin South Central 242 291 274
National Total 4,652 4,823 4,893
Tusla has provided the following information in respect of the number of children in foster 

care for each of the years 2014 to date.  This information is correct as of the last day of each 
year.

Number of children in foster care at the end of each year
Year Number of children
2014 6,003
2015 5,926
2016 5,817
to end February 2017 5,822

02/05/2017WRDDD00150Children in Care

02/05/2017WRDDD002001439. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the number of private and State residential care settings, by county, in each of the years 2014 
to 2016 and to date in 2017; the number of children placed in residential care in each of these 
years indicating the numbers for private and State residential services; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19912/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD003001440. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of secure care placements, by county, indicating the number of private and State run 
placements in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19913/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1439 and 1440 together.

The latest figures from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, indicates that, at the end of 
February 2016, there were 6,309 children in care.  Of these, 355 (6%) were in a residential 
placement of which 177 were in a private residential placement.

A child is placed in a residential setting only when they have an identified need that can be 
met by this service or for an intensive assessment or provision of specialist services.  In gen-
eral, these centres are based in domestic style homes in the community, and staffed by social 
care workers to attend to the needs of the child.  Specialist supports are also made available, as 
needed, and many centres have specialist skill-sets and therapeutic modalities.

Tusla does not collate data on residential care centres by county, but has provided the fol-
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lowing information on the number of residential care centres by region for the years 2014 - 
2017 (to date).

Number of Residential Care Centres by region 2014 - 2017
Year Dublin Mid 

Leinster
Dublin North 
East

South West Total

Voluntary Residential Care Centres
2014 9 13 6 0 28
2015 9 13 5 0 27
2016 9 13 4 0 26
2017 9 13 4 0 26
Statutory Residential Care Centres
2014 10 13 18 6 47
2015 9 13 15 5 42
2016 8 13 14 4 39
2017 8 12 14 4 38
Private Residential Care Centres
2014 20 17 15 11 63
2015 19 21 21 12 73
2016 22 25 25 11 83
2017 21 28 25 10 84
Tusla has provided the following information in respect of the number of children in resi-

dential care for each of the years 2014 to date.  This information is correct as of the last day of 
each year.  Please note that the children in care data for 2015 is not directly comparable with 
data for 2014 and previous years due to a change in the definition of metrics collected.  Figures 
for 2017 onwards are now collated to include residential placements for separated children 
seeking asylum.

Number of children in residential care at the end of each year(Source: Tusla Performance 
and Activity Data www.tusla.ie)
Year Number of Children 

in Private/Voluntary 
Children Residential 
Centres

Number of Children 
in Statutory (Tusla) 
Children Residential 
Centres

Number of children

2014 166 175 341
2015 175 168 343
2016 168 148 316
to end February 2017 177 178 355
Special care is where a young person is detained in a secure setting on foot of a High Court 

order restricting the liberty of a young person.   This is an intervention used on an exceptional 
basis where there is evidence that the behaviour of the young person is such that it poses a 
substantial risk of harm to his or her life, health, safety, development or welfare unless they are 
placed in special care.   There are three special care centres:- Ballydowd, Co. Dublin; Coovagh 
House, Co. Limerick, and Gleann Alainn, Co. Cork (a female only unit).  It should be noted that 
Ballydowd has operated at reduced capacity during its refurbishment works.  All of the facili-
ties for special care are operated by Tusla.  The following table shows the number of children 
reported by Tusla as being under a special care order and residing in a special care unit for the 
years 2014 to January 2017. 
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Number of children in Special Care by year(Source: Tusla Performance and Activity Data 
www.tusla.ie)
Year Dublin Mid 

Leinster
Dublin North 
East

South West Number of 
children

2014 4 6 4 2 16
2015 3 7 2 4 16
2016* 4 3 1 4 12
to end Janu-
ary 2017*

4 2 3 2 11

*Capacity reduced at Ballydowd during refurbishment works.

02/05/2017WRDDD00450Child and Family Agency

02/05/2017WRDDD005001441. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when she en-
visages the records as presented by an organisation (details supplied) will be available in work-
able format to those persons that need them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19914/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised by 
Tusla – The Child and Family Agency that they received over 13,600 records from St Patrick’s 
guild in May 2016.  Tusla initially began addressing the waiting list of clients it received from 
the guild and in September 2016 began to address new referrals related to the guild records.

Tusla offers a full information and tracing service and those who wish to avail of the service 
should contact their local Tusla National Adoption Services.

02/05/2017WRDDD00650Child and Family Agency

02/05/2017WRDDD007001442. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ef-
forts being made by a company (details supplied) which is a service provider to Tusla to have 
its rates for its service increased; if it will be brought to a conclusion as soon as possible; the 
current status of negotiations; the timeframe for a decision or resolution. [19943/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy’s 
question refers to contractual issues, I am unable to comment. I have referred the question for 
direct response by Tusla to the Deputy.

02/05/2017WRDDD00850Children in Care

02/05/2017WRDDD009001443. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason for 
the vast differences in child care orders between towns; if she will address the concern that chil-
dren in care are subject to a geographic lottery; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19981/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, may receive a child into care on a voluntary basis or following an applica-
tion to the courts.  There are a range of orders provided for under the Child Care Act 1991, as 
amended.  I can confirm that Tusla does not hold data on the reasons for the divergences in the 
granting of care orders by different courts.  Decisions on the variation or discharge of a care 
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order are a matter for the relevant Court and I am not in a position to comment on these.  

The application for a care order is a serious step and Tusla makes every effort to identify 
supports or actions that could act as an alternate approach.  Tusla engages with parents and 
children in the preparation of an application for a care order, except where this is not possible 
or it may not be appropriate under the circumstances.  The Court may seek a range of reports 
or the assistance of a Guardian ad litem before coming to a decision.  It may be of interest to 
the Deputy that the Courts Service provides some data on the activity in the District Courts in 
respect of applications for care order to the child care law reporting project and this is published 
on its website, www.childlawproject.ie.  

02/05/2017WRDDD01050Children in Care

02/05/2017WRDDD011001444. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if transitional 
services exist for 18 year olds being phased out of State care; her views on whether they are ef-
fective in preventing homelessness; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19985/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla’s aftercare 
service provides young people leaving care with the planning and support they need in making 
the transition to independent living.  The Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 was signed into 
law in December 2015.  It entitles eligible young people to a formal aftercare plan, prepared by 
Tusla in collaboration with the young person leaving care.  In response to this legislation Tusla 
has introduced a number of new practices.  It has developed dedicated aftercare teams, stan-
dardised financial supports it offers to those leaving care, and continues to develop inter-agency 
steering committees to strongly promote co-ordination of these services at local level.  Through 
these measures, young people leaving care are offered a wide range of services from different 
sectors including income supports, health supports, accommodation and education.

Of the 602 young adults discharged from care by reason of reaching 18 years of age during 
2016, 581 (or 97%) were eligible for an aftercare service.  Of these, 521 (90%) availed of the 
aftercare service.  It should be noted that engagement with Tusla in relation to aftercare is on a 
voluntary basis.  Tusla has no power to oblige a young person to avail of the support offered.  In 
all 1,389 young adults aged 18 to 20 inclusive were in receipt of an aftercare service at the end 
of the year.  Of these, 803 (58%) were in full time education while a further 442 (32%) were 
receiving education or training outside of full time education. 

In addition to the aftercare planning and supports provided by Tusla, Rebuilding Ireland – 
the Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness commits to ensuring that young people leaving 
State care who are at risk of homelessness are identified and catered for through appropriate 
housing and other supports.

Funding is now in place under the capital assistance scheme (CAS) enabling approved hous-
ing bodies (AHBs) to acquire residential units to accommodate young people exiting State care.  
The Department of Children and Youth Affairs is collaborating with Tusla on the development 
of principles and criteria relating to funding proposals.  Where accommodation is provided un-
der CAS, Tusla will provide additional independent living supports, in particular for the most 
vulnerable care leavers, in accordance with the individual’s pre-agreed aftercare plan.  Tusla 
has also redistributed its protocol on young people leaving State care to housing authorities.  
The aim of this protocol is to ensure that the necessary measures are in place to prevent home-
lessness for young people leaving State care.
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02/05/2017WRDDD01250Child and Family Agency Staff

02/05/2017WRDDD013001445. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if Tusla has held interviews for the position of manager at the Cleary House supervised resi-
dential unit in Letterkenny, County Donegal, that has been closed since May 2016. [20065/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My officials 
have requested the information from Tusla and I will forward the reply to the Deputy once I 
have been furnished with it.

02/05/2017WRDDD01450Inter-Country Adoptions

02/05/2017WRDDD015001446. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her position 
on the establishment of a programme for inter-country adoption with Haiti; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20071/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Adoption 
Authority of Ireland has responsibility for implementing the Adoption Act 2010, including Ire-
land’s responsibilities under the Hague Convention in relation to inter-country adoption.

Haiti ratified the Hague Convention on 1 April 2014.  In May 2014 the Adoption Author-
ity of Ireland accredited Helping Hands Adoption Mediation Agency to facilitate inter country 
adoption between Ireland and Haiti. Helping Hands applied for accreditation by Institut du 
Bien-Être Social et de Recherches (IBESR), the central authority of inter country adoption in 
Haiti. Helping Hands has been formally approved by IBESR to mediate adoptions from Haiti.

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has consulted with the Department of For-
eign Affairs on consular and diplomatic matters related to Haiti. In March the Adoption Author-
ity of Ireland and a representative from Helping Hands Mediation Agency visited Haiti and the 
Department is awaiting a report of this visit from the authority.

02/05/2017WRDDD01650Child and Family Agency Staff

02/05/2017WRDDD017001447. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the number of duty and intake workers under the employment of Tusla in County Donegal for 
each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form.  [20118/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The detailed in-
formation requested relating to County Donegal is not readily available in my Department.  My 
officials have requested the information from Tusla and I will forward the reply to the Deputy 
once I have been furnished with it.

02/05/2017WRDDD01850Child Care Services Expenditure

02/05/2017WRDDD019001448. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
cost of the increase in the minimum wage from €9.15 per hour to €9.25 per hour and the cost of 
sleepovers on assignments from €9.15 per hour to €13.49 per hour will be fully implemented 
by her Department; if the difference in the costs will be passed on to companies providing 
specialised services under contract to her Department to enable those companies meet their ob-
ligations; if her Department is in negotiations with such service providers at present; if service 
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providers have applied for an increase in rates to meet the rising costs of providing such care; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20164/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can confirm 
to the Deputy that there are no contracted services providing sleepovers on assignment or other 
similar specialist services directly to my Department.  In relation to the minimum wage, the 
Deputy will be aware that the increase to €9.25 per hour came into effect on the 1st January 
2017 and that it is a matter for individual service providers to ensure that their employee’s hours 
rates are consistent with this requirement. 

I have requested clarification from Tusla - The Child and Family Agency as to whether the 
issues raised by the Deputy have a bearing on the services provided to the Agency and I will be 
in touch with the Deputy further on this in the near future.

02/05/2017WRDDD02050Child Care Services

02/05/2017WRDDD021001449. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the au-
tomated online system necessary for the full rollout of the targeted portion of the new affordable 
child care scheme will be ready early in 2018 as indicated previously in Dáil Éireann (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20167/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The policy pa-
per for the introduction of the affordable child care scheme was approved by Government in 
October 2016. Since then, officials of my Department and Pobal have been working intensively 
to plan for the implementation of this scheme.

This is an extremely complex and ambitious project because of all that is involved – legisla-
tion, new business processes, data protection and building a new IT system.  We will need to 
integrate data from the Department of Social Protection and the Office of the Revenue Com-
missioners so that the system can calculate every family’s net income and affordable child care 
scheme subsidy.  We will need to test the IT system rigorously to make sure it works, even in 
complicated family circumstances. While my officials are working as quickly as possible, I 
believe it is prudent to take the time to ensure we get the new systems right so that they operate 
smoothly for everyone.  I am therefore reluctant to commit to a definite delivery date at this 
stage. The affordable child care scheme will be introduced at the earliest possible date, while 
ensuring that the scheme is fully operational and user-friendly for all concerned.

However, I do not want to delay the benefit of higher child care subsidies for low-income 
families.  For that reason, I recently announced that a number of changes will be made to exist-
ing child care schemes that will bring substantial benefits to an estimated 70,000 children and 
their families from this September.  These changes will include a new universal subsidy for 
children aged from 6 months up to 36 months old (or commencement of the free pre-school 
programme) and significant increases of up to 50 per cent in targeted child care subvention rates 
provided under the community child care subvention scheme for children aged from 6 months 
up to 15 years old . For example, parents availing of full-time child care who currently have 
their child care costs subsidised by €95 per week under the community childcare subvention 
– which is the largest of the targeted childcare schemes – will see their subvention rate rise to 
€145 per week from this September.

02/05/2017WRDDD02250Child Care Services Data
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02/05/2017WRDDD023001450. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
Department has developed a privacy impact assessment as part of the establishment of the 
eligibility assessment system for the universal and targeted child care subsidy; if so, if this has 
been submitted to the Data Protection Commissioner; and if so, the results of this assessment. 
[20181/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The planned 
work processes for the administration of the affordable child care scheme (ACS) will be con-
sidered from a data protection perspective, with the imminent EU General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) in mind.

 The services of data protection specialists have been secured to undertake an initial privacy 
impact assessment (PIA) on the planned work processes for the new scheme.  This PIA exercise 
has commenced.

Once the PIA is finalised any recommendations made will be taken into account and a data 
protection strategy for the delivery and administration of the scheme will be developed.

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs intends to engage with the data protection 
commissioner at the end of May 2017, providing a comprehensive overview of the intend-
ed data protection strategy to support the scheme delivery in accordance with data protection 
guidelines and the imminent GDPR.

The expertise of the data protection specialists will be utilised throughout the delivery of the 
ACS project, to consider all functional requirements and business processes from a data protec-
tion perspective.  Data protection policies and procedures will also be developed.

02/05/2017WRDDD02450Child and Family Agency Funding

02/05/2017WRDDD025001451. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
portion of the €37 million extra funding allocated to Tusla in 2017 which has been allocated to 
improving the emergency out-of-hours services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20564/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, provides a range of out of hours services to all areas of the country, aimed 
at addressing emergency situations in the area of child welfare and protection.  Out of hours 
services are currently organised in three structures to deliver services to three areas: the greater 
Dublin area, Cork city and all other areas.  In 2017, Tusla plans to coordinate the three existing 
out of hours services into a national service.

The aim of out of hours social work services is to ensure that the disruption and upset to 
which children may be exposed in emergency situations is minimised and the rights of parents 
and guardians are respected.  The merger of existing services into a fully integrated national 
service will improve the focus and quality of service delivery, provide ease of access, and elimi-
nate confusion regarding service area boundaries.

The additional 2017 funding provided to areas, regions and directorates within Tusla to 
maintain the existing level of service is approximately €16 million.  This will principally be 
allocated to cover cost pressures in a number of service areas, including funding for emergency 
out of hours social work services.
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02/05/2017WRDDD02650Garda Vetting Applications Data

02/05/2017WRDDD027001452. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount of extra funding allocated to an organisation (details supplied) to shorten the backlog 
of Garda vetting; when that extra funding was allocated; and the number of early years prac-
titioners that have been cleared of their Garda vetting to date as a result of that extra funding. 
[20638/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs allocated extra funding of €9,650 to Barnardos to assist in 
clearing the Garda vetting backlog that had arisen owing to the introduction of e-vetting in April 
2016. This extra funding enabled Barnardos to hire 1 extra full time staff member for 3 months 
from 7 December 2016 to 2 March 2017. At the conclusion of this period the backlog of 1,120 
had been cleared. 

02/05/2017WRDDD02850Capitation Grants

02/05/2017WRDDD029001453. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
estimated cost to increase both lower and higher capitation rates by €9 to all registered service 
providers engaging in the free pre school year. [20640/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The actual cost 
of this proposal would be subject to a number of factors including actual levels of participa-
tion, and the number of children subvented at the ‘higher capitation’ rate - costs increase as the 
number of higher qualified staff increase.  My Department estimates the cost of such a measure 
to be in the region of €36m per annum. 

02/05/2017WRDDD03050Child and Family Agency Data

02/05/2017WRDDD031001454. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of children that were in child residential services in each of the years 2014 to 2016; the 
number of social care workers and social care leaders that were assigned to their care; and the 
estimated cost on an annual basis. [20669/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The latest fig-
ures from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, indicates that, at the end of February 2016, there 
were 6,309 children in care.  Of these, 355 (6%) were in a residential placement.  I have asked 
Tusla to provide the information requested by the Deputy in respect of the cost and number of 
social care workers who are providing care in the residential settings, and I will revert when 
this has been received.

Tusla has published the following information in respect of the number of children in resi-
dential care for each of the years 2014 to 2016.  Please note that the children in care data for 
2015 is not directly comparable with data for 2014 and previous years due to a change in the 
definition of metrics collected.  Figures for 2017 onwards are now collated to include residen-
tial placements for separated children seeking asylum.

Number of children in residential care at the end of each year(Source:  Tusla Performance 
and Activity Data www.tusla.ie)
Year Number of children
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2014 341
2015 343
2016 316

A child is placed in a residential setting only when they have an identified need that can be 
met by this service or for an intensive assessment or provision of specialist services.  In gen-
eral, these centres are based in domestic style homes in the community, and staffed by social 
care workers to attend to the needs of the child.  Specialist supports are also made available, as 
needed, and many centres have specialist skill-sets and therapeutic modalities.

02/05/2017WRDDD03250Child and Family Agency Data

02/05/2017WRDDD033001455. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of persons employed by Tusla in each of the years 2014 to 2016 on an annual basis; and the 
estimated cost by region and residential care. [20670/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The detailed 
information requested relating to costs by region and residential care is not readily available in 
my Department. My officials have requested the information from Tusla and I will forward the 
reply to the Deputy once I have been furnished with it.

02/05/2017WRDDD03450Defence Forces Remuneration

02/05/2017WRDDD035001456. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will en-
sure a pay agreement reached (details supplied) will be fully implemented as part of the planned 
unwinding of the FEMPI legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19712/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): On 27 September 
2010 the adjudicator under the conciliation and arbitration scheme for members of the Per-
manent Defence Force awarded an increase in technician pay for army cooks from group 2 to 
group 3. The adjudicator’s findings cannot be implemented having regard to the provisions of 
Sections 2 and 5 of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No 2) Act 2009.  
This adjudication is part of the outstanding adjudication findings covered under paragraph 1.16 
of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014.  Paragraph 5.3 of the Public Service Stability 
Agreement 2013-2018, known as the Lansdowne Road agreement, states that “The parties have 
agreed that any outstanding adjudications as referred to in paragraph 1.16 of the Public Service 
Agreement 2010-2014 will be reviewed jointly by the parties prior to the expiry of this agree-
ment.” The review mechanism is the subject of ongoing consideration in the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform. 

02/05/2017WRDDD03650Civil Defence

02/05/2017WRDDD037001457. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status and 
condition of the purpose built training range in use by Civil Defence at Ratra House, Phoenix 
Park; if structures at the range have been deemed unsafe; if maintenance and upgrade works are 
planned at the training range; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19184/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD03800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Civil Defence 
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operates a training facility to the rear of Ratra House, Phoenix Park, Dublin.  The facility in-
cludes an outdoor training range, which contains structures and debris designed to exercise 
various Civil Defence related scenarios.  In this context, the range is a hazardous and potentially 
dangerous area.  The nature of the structures and debris means that the range is unsafe for un-
trained personnel.  The sites on the range are cordoned off to prevent unauthorised or accidental 
encroachment.  The range is regularly used for authorised training, when specialist techniques 
and skills can be practiced.  The health and safety of Civil Defence volunteers is a priority for 
me.  The structures on the range are kept under review by the Department of Defence with 
maintenance and repairs conducted as required.  Two of the structures on the range are currently 
unavailable for training, as maintenance and repairs are being progressed.  This is part of the 
ongoing upkeep of the training range.

02/05/2017WRDDD03850Military Medals

02/05/2017WRDDD039001458. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to par-
liamentary question number 634 of 28 March 2017, if he will consider reintroducing a mecha-
nism whereby the issuing of a 1916 medal can be reexamined and make the necessary statutory 
amendments to facilitate the reexamination of these cases; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19349/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD04000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The 1916 Medal 
was approved by Government in 1941.  It was awarded to persons who were awarded 1916 
military service under the Military Service Pensions Acts, or to those who did not apply for a 
pension but who satisfied the Minister that they would have been awarded 1916 military service 
if they had applied under the Acts.  In relation to the case in question, the board of assessors 
(comprised of senior old IRA officers and chaired by a judge) appointed under Section 3(1) of 
the Military Service Pensions Act 1924 (the 1924 Act), examined the application of the person 
in question for the purpose of making a report to the Minister for Defence as to the military 
service of the applicant.  The board reported its findings to the Minister for Defence and on foot 
of that report the Minister decided on 4 January 1927 that a certificate of military service could 
be granted in respect the period 1 April 1920 to 30 September 1923 (including service in the 
National Army) but not in respect of the 1916 period.  An appeal was made to the then Minister 
for Defence in 1928 to have the case re-opened but this appeal was unsuccessful.

In 1942 the person in question applied for a 1916 Medal but it was found that while he had 
a certificate of military service under the 1924 Act it did not cover the relevant period in 1916.  
The person in question was, however, awarded the Service Medal (1917-1921) with bar, in 
respect of his service.

The power given to the board of assessors in Section 3(6) of the 1924 Act to re-open any or 
all of their findings (as amended by Section 2 of the Military Service Pensions Act 1930) was 
removed by the Military Service Pensions (Amendment) Act 1949.  Under the 1949 Act appli-
cations under the 1924 Act could only be re-examined where the Minister had refused to issue 
a certificate of military service to an applicant; however, the applicant in question was issued 
with such a certificate in 1927.

The matter has been examined and investigated by senior officials on a significant number 
of occasions on foot of representations received but in the absence of any statutory powers it 
is not possible, nor would I consider it appropriate, to reopen the findings of the board of as-
sessors.  The board of assessors was required under Section 3(2) of the 1924 Act to “examine 
all applications...make such enquiries, summon all such witnesses, and take all such evidence 
whether on oath or otherwise”.  As the Deputy will appreciate the person in question and all 
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members of the Old IRA and witnesses to the events of 1916 are deceased.

The approach to assessment of military service was an extremely comprehensive one with 
an appeals mechanism by which individual cases could be re-opened and any additional evi-
dence provided.  It would not be possible over one hundred years after the time in question, and 
many decades since these processes concluded, to improve on this work which is now a matter 
of history, although I recognise that it is very important history and of keen concern to the rela-
tions of those involved.  In the circumstances, I have no plans to bring forward any legislative 
proposals in relation to the matter.

02/05/2017WRDDD04050Defence Forces Medicinal Products

02/05/2017WRDDD041001459. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the 
remaining number of Lariam tablets held by the Defence Forces is less than 200; and if when 
exhausted, the stockpile of Lariam will be replaced with a safer alternative anti malaria drug. 
[19479/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD042001466. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the esti-
mated cost of replacing Lariam with Malarone or Doxcycline to be used for overseas troops on 
an annual basis. [19547/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD04300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1459 and 1466 together.

As I already outlined to the Deputy in my response to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 694 
and 695 on 4 April last, I am advised by the military authorities that drugs are purchased on 
a demand basis under the four year framework agreement on the supply and pricing of medi-
cines.  This agreement is between the Irish pharmaceutical healthcare association (IPHA) and 
the HSE.  There are no plans at this time to withdraw lariam from the range of anti-malarial 
medications available to the Defence Forces.

The Deputy will be aware that the choice of medication for overseas deployment is a medi-
cal decision made by the medical officers in the Defence Forces, having regard to the specific 
circumstances of the mission and the individual member.  The cost of the anti-malarial medica-
tion prescribed is not a factor in this decision making process.

02/05/2017WRDDD04350Air Corps

02/05/2017WRDDD044001460. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Air Corps pilots grounded without formal disciplinary proceedings being issued within 
the past 12 months for being intoxicated on duty. [19480/17]

02/05/2017WRDDD04500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Defence Act 
1954–2007 defines ‘intoxicant’ as any alcohol, drug, solvent or any other substance or combina-
tion of substances.  I have been informed by the military authorities that there are no Air Corps 
pilots removed from flying duties without formal disciplinary proceedings being issued within 
the past 12 months for being intoxicated on duty.  Where disciplinary matters arise, the relevant 
military authorities deal with the matter in accordance with the disciplinary procedures set out 
in the Defence Act and the regulations made thereunder.
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02/05/2017WREEE00150Commemorative Medals

02/05/2017WREEE002001461. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if arrangements 
are in place whereby a family can have old IRA medals that have been lost over the years re-
placed; the provisions in place to deal with requests from families on these issues; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [19481/17]

02/05/2017WREEE00300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Department 
of Defence receives requests from time to time for the replacement of lost, stolen or destroyed 
medals awarded to veterans of the 1916 Rising and the War of Independence.  In relation to 
such requests, it has been settled policy for many years that replacement medals were issued 
on a once-off only basis on receipt of a bona fide request from the veteran to whom the original 
medals were awarded.  This policy was adopted in the interest of preserving the intrinsic value 
of the medals and to strictly limit the number of medals issued in any particular case.  Although 
all of the Veterans are now deceased, the rationale for restricting the issue of replacement med-
als is still valid.  Apart from the intrinsic value of the medals, their monetary value on the open 
market is also a factor.  In 2006, the then Minister for Defence decided that, where 1916 Rising/
War of Independence medals had been lost, stolen or destroyed, official certificates, in both 
Irish and English, would be issued in such cases confirming that the relevant medal(s) was/
were awarded to the named Veteran.  The procedure in such cases is that the family can obtain 
an application form from the Pensions Administration Section of the Department of Defence in 
Áras an tSáile, Renmore, Galway (telephone 091 743899 or email – pensions.admin@defence.
ie). Once the form is completed and returned to the Department, the details will be verified by 
the Department and, if in order, the relevant certificate/s will be issued (generally to the next of 
kin) on a once-off basis.

02/05/2017WREEE00350Defence Forces Strength

02/05/2017WREEE004001462. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the es-
timated cost of increasing the Defence Forces personnel to a compliment of 9,500 and 10,500. 
[19542/17]

02/05/2017WREEE00500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As of 28 February 
2017 (the latest date for which figures are available), the serving strength of the Permanent De-
fence Force was 9,070 whole-time equivalent personnel.  The pay allocation for the Permanent 
Defence Force in 2017 is €417 million and this amount will allow for the payment of the full 
establishment of 9,500 personnel in accordance with the current organisation structures.  The 
Government is committed to maintaining the strength of the Permanent Defence Force at or 
near the establishment figure of 9,500 personnel.  A major new recruitment drive was recently 
announced targeting an intake of some 860 personnel, including general service recruits, ap-
prentices and cadets.   

As the Government has no plans to increase the Defence Forces beyond 9,500, costings are 
not maintained in relation to that and, therefore, I am not in a position to provide such a costing.  
As the Deputy will appreciate, developing a realistic costing on increasing the establishment 
to 10,500, is not simply a straight-line calculation.  Achieving and sustaining such an increase 
would happen over a phased basis and would require the inclusion of other expenditure issues 
such as the training and accommodation infrastructures for such a larger force, along with train-
ing staffs etc., additional equipment, and potentially additional organisational and command 
structures.  In addition, the issue of where such an increase in personnel was to be applied – e.g. 
Air Corps, Naval Service, Army or specialist corps – would have significant implications in 



Questions - Written Answers

808

terms of any cost calculation.

02/05/2017WREEE00550Defence Forces Reserve Strength

02/05/2017WREEE006001463. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the esti-
mated cost in increasing the Reserve Defence Forces to 5,500. [19543/17]

02/05/2017WREEE00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Pa-
per on Defence sets out a developmental path for the Reserve Defence Force (RDF).  It pro-
vides that the overarching establishment of the Army Reserve (AR) and Naval Service Reserve 
(NSR) will be 4,169 personnel, consisting of 3,869 Army Reservists and the expansion of the 
establishment of the four NSR Units from currently 200 personnel to 300.  The current total 
strength for the Reserve Defence Force (as of 28 February 2017) is 1,970 effective personnel 
and subhead A5 provides for a budget €2.115 million for paid training.  The budget is sufficient 
having regard to the existing strength of the AR and NSR. To increase the numbers in the Re-
serve to 5,500 would add an additional indicative amount of €3,789,822.34 to subhead A5.  It 
should be noted that providing for numbers beyond the current establishment would require a 
reappraisal of organisational structures and levels and costs of PDF support required and given 
the establishment set in the White Paper and the current reserve recruitment challenges, such an 
increase is not envisaged. 

02/05/2017WREEE00750Defence Forces Personnel

02/05/2017WREEE008001464. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans 
for specific measures to increase female participation in the Defence Forces over the next three 
years; and if these plans include introducing a gender quota system. [19544/17]

02/05/2017WREEE00900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Government 
is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for men and women throughout the Defence 
Forces and to the full participation by women in all aspects of Defence Forces activities.  This is 
underlined by a commitment in the programme for Government to increase the level of female 
participation in the Defence Forces.  A number of specific initiatives have been implemented to 
increase female participation in the Defence Forces including:

-  The Defence Forces have visited many female schools to promote a career in the Defence 
Forces to women.

-  The Defence Forces have targeted female sports clubs to heighten awareness of the op-
portunities for women in the Defence Forces.

-  Female websites have been targeted as part of the recruitment campaigns.

-    Special consideration is paid to women as   a target group for recruitment.

-  There is a representative composition between men and women on recruitment and selec-
tion boards.

-   A Gender Advisor operates to promote gender equality policies and training within the 
Defence Forces.

The 2016 General Service Campaign specifically targeted female applications through a 
number of new initiatives including the use of a campaign video which was shown across all 
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social media platforms and in cinemas.  Additionally, all female candidates were invited to their 
local barracks for a female fitness and information evening. 

Some 680 (or 15%) of the applications received during the 2016 General Service Campaign 
were from females.  A total of 47 females were inducted into the Defence Forces in 2016, rep-
resenting 6.81% of the overall intake.  These initiatives will continue for 2017.  Unlike some 
other national armed forces, the Defence Forces have no restrictions with regard to the assign-
ment of men or women to the full range of operational and administrative duties.  Women, 
therefore, play a full and meaningful role in all aspects of Defence Forces operations at home 
and overseas. Notwithstanding these recent proactive initiatives, I believe that there is a need 
to continue to develop and promote strategies over the life span of the White Paper that support 
increased female participation in the Defence Forces.  Specific White Paper projects in this area 
include:

-  Developing further initiatives to encourage more women to apply for the Defence Forces 
and to increase female participation at all ranks.

-  Conducting a survey to identify any impediments to the advancement of women in the 
PDF.

-  Developing and actively managing a Diversity and Inclusion Strategy in the Defence 
Forces, building on existing policies in relation to ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation and 
equality.

-  Reviewing operational requirements, overseas postings, training courses, career courses 
and the availability of development opportunities, to ensure that they do not discriminate on the 
basis of gender or familial responsibility, while retaining the integrity of the course and training 
requirement.

Defence Forces Recruitment

02/05/2017WREEE010001465. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the mea-
sures that have been taken or are planned to develop employment opportunities in the Defence 
Forces for young persons in the 18 to 24 age group in disadvantaged areas. [19545/17]

02/05/2017WREEE01100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Paper 
on Defence committed the Government to putting in place a new employment support scheme 
with the direct involvement of the Defence Forces.  A successful pilot programme was held in 
Gormanston Camp from 20 June 2016 to 26 August 2016 with 25 participants.  Following an 
evaluation of the pilot programme and Ministerial approval, the current plan is to run 2 itera-
tions of the programme in 2017.  The objective of this 10-week scheme is to help develop a path 
to economic independence for participants, aged between 18 and 24 years, who are at a serious 
disadvantage owing to their current socio-economic situation.  The scheme is designed with the 
specific aim of equipping participants with life and other marketable and certifiable skills which 
will assist them both in their capacity to participate fully in society as well as their ability to 
enter the workforce and or to pursue further education for this purpose.  The plan is to run two 
iterations of the programme in 2017.

The first iteration of the programme will commence in Limerick on 22 May 2017. There are 
30 places on the programme and the selection process is ongoing.  Participants retain any De-
partment of Social Protection benefits that they are currently entitled to for the duration of the 
Scheme.  Participation on the scheme is wholly voluntary for the relevant cohort of jobseekers 
and there is no penalty applied for non-participation or engagement in the programme.  Partici-
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pants do not receive any payment from the Department of Defence.

With regard to general employment opportunities in the Defence Forces, the Defence Forces 
are planning to induct 860 new entrants across all services and competition streams in 2017.  
Recruitment will continue in 2017 from the panels formed following the 2016 General Service 
Recruitment competition, until they are exhausted.  In addition, a new General Service Recruit-
ment campaign was launched on 23 February 2017, as part of the Government’s commitment 
to maintain the strength of the Defence Forces at 9,500 personnel.  A recruitment campaign for 
apprentices will be launched later this year.

The intake of Cadets into the Permanent Defence Force is normally carried out on an an-
nual basis, taking into consideration the operational requirements of the Defence Forces and 
the resource envelope allocated to Defence.  The 2017 Cadetship competitions were launched 
on 22 March 2017.  Cadetships will be available in the following streams in 2017: Army (Line, 
Equitation School & Engineer Corps), Naval Service (Operations Branch, Marine Engineer 
Branch and Electrical Engineering Branch) and Air Corps (Pilots).Direct Entry Competitions 
are also held as required from which specialist appointments are filled.  A recruitment campaign 
for the appointment of Direct Entry Naval Service Officers, in the Operations Branch, Marine 
Engineer Branch and Electrical Engineer Branch of the Naval Service, is currently ongoing.  In 
addition, there is an open ended recruitment drive to recruit Medical Officers to the Defence 
Forces.

  Question No. 1466 answered with Question No. 1459.

02/05/2017WREEE01150Military Medals

02/05/2017WREEE012001467. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
award military medals to members of “A” Coy 35th Infantry Batallion, ONUC, UN Congo that 
took part in the siege of Jadotville in recognition of the valour shown by these men during this 
siege; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19636/17]

02/05/2017WREEE01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In accordance 
with Defence Forces regulations the award of medals for bravery is time bound.  These may 
not be awarded in any case unless a recommendation is made through the usual channels to the 
Chief of Staff, not later than two years in the case of the Military Medal for Gallantry, and not 
later than four years in the case of the Distinguished Service Medal, after the performance of 
the act in respect of which the recommendation is made.  Such awards are made on the recom-
mendation of a Military Board appointed by the Chief of Staff for the purpose of examining and 
reporting on every recommendation for an award.  The issue of the award of medals to the men 
of “A” Company, 35th Infantry Battalion was comprehensively addressed in 1965.  A properly 
constituted Medals Board considered the various cases presented and made a decision that no 
medals would be awarded.  The Chief of Staff of the day considered the decision of the Board 
and was satisfied with the findings.  Subsequently, the question was raised again in a letter to a 
newly appointed Chief of Staff.  He forwarded the letter to the original Medals Board and asked 
that they reconvene and review their decision.  The Board indicated that the issues raised had 
received due consideration and that they were not prepared to alter their findings.

A review was conducted in 2004 by military officers for the purpose of a broader examina-
tion of the Jadotville case.  This Board recommended that the events of Jadotville and the con-
tribution of the 35th Battalion be given recognition.  In this context, a plaque was unveiled in 
November 2005 in Custume Barracks Athlone to commemorate the events at Jadotville and the 
very significant contribution of “A” Company and of the 35th Battalion, as a whole, to the UN 
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Peace Support Mission in the Congo.  There was also a range of actions which further recog-
nised their contribution over subsequent years.

In September 2016, on the occasion of the 55th anniversary of the Siege of Jadotville, I 
decided to issue a Unit Citation to honour the collective actions and bravery of the men of “A” 
Company. During the ceremony I presented a copy of the Citation to each member of the Unit 
or next-of-kin in the case of deceased members.  This was the first time a Unit Citation was 
awarded within the Defence Forces and I was delighted to be able to formally recognise the 
brave actions of these men.

There are no plans to issue military medals to members of “A” Coy 35th Infantry Battalion.  
However, a further review of archival records is currently being undertaken by the military au-
thorities.  This will assist in informing any decisions regarding further recognition.

02/05/2017WREEE01350Air Corps Operations

02/05/2017WREEE014001468. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the 
reason the Casa Maritime Patrol Aircraft, Casa CN235, was not dispatched when top cover was 
originally requested on the night of 13 March 2017 which led to the Rescue 116 helicopter be-
ing dispatched in its place; the change in circumstances which allowed CN235 to be dispatched 
later that same night in view of the earlier unavailability of the Air Corps rescue service; the 
investigations his department is making into the matter; when the findings of such an investiga-
tion will be reported to Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19827/17]

02/05/2017WREEE01500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Irish Coast 
Guard, which operates under the aegis of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, has 
overall responsibility for the provision of Search and Rescue services within the Irish search 
and rescue region.  The Coast Guard search and rescue services can request the support of the 
Air Corps on an ‘as available’ basis under a Service Level Agreement between the Department 
of Defence and the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport, the most recent of which has 
been in place since 2013. Availability is dependent upon a number of factors including the 
availability of suitable aircraft, the availability of flying crews and the suitability of weather 
conditions.  All agencies with which the Air Corps has Service Level Agreements to provides 
supports on an ‘as available’ basis, were notified of reduced availability last summer.  However, 
it is normal practice for Agencies to check for Air Corps availability as relevant missions arise.   

On the night of the tragic incident, the Coast Guard requested the assistance of the Air Corps 
to provide ‘top cover’.  It was not possible to undertake this task as, due to a reduced availability 
of experienced personnel, the Air Corps was, and is currently, not providing fixed-wing aircraft 
for routine missions outside of normal hours.  However, in exceptional circumstances, the Air 
Corps can recall personnel, though this can take a number of hours.  This recall was activated 
when Rescue 116 went missing and a CASA aircraft was subsequently dispatched.

The Air Accident Investigation Unit (AAIU) of the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport is responsible for investigating the circumstances of the tragic loss of Rescue 116.  I can 
confirm that the Defence Organisation has provided significant assistance, cooperation and aid 
to the AAIU through the provision of Defence Forces assets and personnel in relation to the 
investigation.  I understand that once the AAIU completes its investigation, it will publish its 
findings.

The Air Corps continues to provide a broad range of services on a daily basis in accordance 
with its primary security roles including Army and Naval service supports, maritime patrols and 
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fishery protection and supports in Aid to the Civil Power.  In addition, the Air Corps undertakes 
a diverse range of other tasks such as the Emergency Aero-medical Service, Ministerial air 
transport, inter-hospital transfers and SAR supports, in accordance with relevant Service Level 
Agreements.

02/05/2017WREEE01550Defence Forces Allowances

02/05/2017WREEE016001469. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the 
amount paid per mile to Defence Forces personnel who qualify for the travel allowance when 
official military transport is unavailable to transport personnel between barracks for official 
purposes. [19830/17]

02/05/2017WREEE01700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Circular 05/2017 
(“Motor Travel Rates”) issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on 6 
March, 2017, sets out revised rates and distance bands for motor travel for civil servants which 
are also applicable to Defence Forces personnel.  The revised motor travel rates became effec-
tive from 1 April, 2017 and are set out in the table below:

                                                    
Distance Bands

Engine Capacity 
up to 1200cc

Engine Capac-
ity 1201cc to 
1500cc

Engine Capacity 
1501cc and over

Band 1   0 – 1,500 km   37.95 cent   39.86 cent   44.79 cent 
  Band 2   1,501 – 5,500 

km 
  70.00 cent   73.21 cent   83.53 cent 

  Band 3   5,501 – 25,000 
km 

  27.55 cent   29.03 cent   32.21 cent 

  Band 4   25,001 km and 
over 

  21.36 cent   22.23 cent   25.85 cent 

The following reduced rates (as provided for in Circular 05/2017) apply to Defence Forces 
personnel on military courses or receiving Change of Station allowance:

Engine Capacity up to 
1200cc 

Engine Capacity 1201cc to 
1500cc 

Engine Capacity 1501cc and 
over 

  16.59 cent per KM  17.63 cent per KM   18.97 cent per KM 

It should be noted that Circular 05/2017 also provides that only essential travel is under-
taken and that the number of officials on any official journey is kept to the absolute minimum.  
The process of applying the rates to the Defence Forces is currently in progress.

Defence Forces Allowances

02/05/2017WREEE018001470. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the 
amount paid in allowances to Defence Forces personnel to compensate those who are based 
away from their home address without seeking such a transfer; the way this amount is calcu-
lated; and if it varies in accordance with rank.  [19831/17]

02/05/2017WREEE019001471. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the 
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amount of expenses allocated to Defence Forces personnel when arrangements are made to as-
sist them on deployment duties such as training courses, temporary duty and so on. [19832/17]

02/05/2017WREEE02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1470 and 1471 together.

Defence Forces Regulations provide for the payment of certain allowances to qualifying 
personnel on change of station.  The allowances payable depend on the individual circum-
stances of each applicant.  In general, prescribed travel allowances may be paid for up to nine 
months.  There is also provision in the regulations to cover certain costs, such as auctioneers 
and legal fees, incurred by qualifying personnel who purchase a house at their new station.  The 
allowances are available to all ranks.

The provision for Permanent Defence Force Allowances for 2017 is €38.68m.  This includes 
allowances such as Change of Station, Overseas, Subsistence, Travel, Uniform, Border, Secu-
rity, Patrol Duty, etc.

Military transport is provided to Defence Forces personnel to attend training courses, to 
perform temporary duties etc.  Where no military transport is available, personnel can avail of 
public transport rate expenses to cover the cost of travel.  Accommodation and rations are also 
provided at the public expense for personnel attending training course away from their home 
station or where they are required to live in barracks for the period of the training course.

I am advised by the military authorities that every effort is made to limit the disruption to 
personnel and that due consideration of personal circumstances is taken where possible.

02/05/2017WREEE02050Army Barracks

02/05/2017WREEE021001472. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of available beds in each Army barracks to billet military personnel during each of the years 
2009 to 2016, in tabular form. [19857/17]

02/05/2017WREEE02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe):  It has not been 
possible to compile the information requested in the time available.  My officials are working 
with the military authorities to obtain the information which will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.   

02/05/2017WREEE02250Defence Forces Investigations

02/05/2017WREEE023001473. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Air 
Corps made a settlement in the Workplace Relations Commission on 19 April 2017 as compen-
sation for the bullying and mistreatment of an Air Corps health and safety whistle blower that 
had raised workplace safety concerns; the way the robust anti-bullying controls he previously 
mentioned appear not to be working in practice within the Defence Forces; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20007/17]

02/05/2017WREEE02400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As the Deputy 
may be aware, any proceedings before the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) are han-
dled confidentially, therefore, I cannot comment in either the positive or negative in any mat-
ter which may come within the jurisdiction of the WRC.  Indeed, the WRC will not publish 
details of any individual case or the identity of any applicant.  As regards the procedures in 
place within the Defence Forces to deal with bullying I would like to reiterate that it is Defence 
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Forces policy that all personnel have a right to be treated with respect, equality and dignity 
and to carry out their duties free from any form of bullying, harassment or sexual harassment.  
While military life entails robust and effective military training, such training must, however, 
take place in a professional service environment that fully respects individual human dignity. 
Bullying and harassment of any kind are wrong and are not tolerated within the Defence Forces.  
They are entirely unacceptable in themselves and wholly incompatible with a successful and 
modern organisation.

All known incidents of such behaviour are properly investigated bearing in mind the need 
for due process which requires fairness to all parties to the complaint.  Through the induction 
process and general notifications, the non-tolerance of unacceptable behaviour is stressed to 
all members of the Defence Forces.  The formal and informal procedures in force are there to 
encourage any individual who wishes to make a complaint.  Procedures for dealing with com-
plaints of Bullying, Harassment and Sexual Harassment are set out in Defence Forces Regula-
tions.  Complaints of unacceptable behaviour can be dealt with at different levels, either in an 
informal approach or formal manner.  The overall aim is to ensure that the complaint is dealt 
with, in the first instance, at the lowest level possible. Informal complaints can be resolved di-
rectly by the complainant with the assistance of a third party if required.  Such third party can 
include any member of the Defence Forces who has the trust and confidence of the complainant.  
Specially trained Designated Contact Persons (DCPs) are also available to assist complainants.

The formal procedure requires that a complaint is made in writing.  These are dealt with by 
the military chain of command either through the legal/disciplinary process or by administra-
tive action.

02/05/2017WREEE02450Defence Forces Personnel Data

02/05/2017WREEE025001474. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of full-time equivalent Defence Forces personnel for each of the years 2008 to 2016, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20129/17]

02/05/2017WREEE026001475. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Defence Forces personnel part-time and full-time on the payroll of his Department for 
each of the years 2008 to 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20130/17]

02/05/2017WREEE02700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1474 and 1475 together.

I am informed by the military authorities that the Defence Forces’ personnel management 
system captures both the strength of personnel and the whole time equivalent of personnel serv-
ing in the organisation.  Whole Time Equivalent (WTE), as recorded by the Defence Forces, is 
equal to the Total Strength, minus personnel on Leave of Absence and Secondment.  The table 
below shows the Whole Time Equivalent number of personnel serving in the Defence Forces 
on 31 December of each year in question, together with the Total Strength (where applicable):

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
Strength 
(WTE) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 9,236 9,280 9,140 9,126 

Total 
Strength 

10,409 9,906 9,550 9,375 9,239 9,318 9,355 9,194 9,200 
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*N/A = Not applicable.

** Note: Collection of Whole Time Equivalent data for the Defence Forces began in Janu-
ary 2013.  This data is not available prior to that date. Pre-2013 figures represent total strength).

The manpower requirements of the Permanent Defence Force are monitored on an ongoing 
basis in accordance with the operational requirements of each of the three services.  Personnel 
are posted on the basis of operational needs across the organisation both at home and abroad.  
As there is a significant turnover of personnel in the Defence Forces, targeted recruitment takes 
places on a regular basis so as to maintain personnel numbers at or near the agreed strength 
levels.

In terms of overall strengths the Government is committed to maintaining the stabilised 
strength of the PDF at 9,500 personnel, comprising of 7,520 Army, 886 Air Corps and 1,094 
Naval Service as stated in the 2015 White Paper on Defence.

Defence Forces Personnel

02/05/2017WREEE028001476. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the figure 
used for hours worked in one week for one full-time equivalent position in the Defence Forces; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20131/17]

02/05/2017WREEE02900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Defence 
Forces are a 24/7 organisation and personnel can be called upon at any time to undertake duties 
in relation to the tasks assigned by Government.  The nature of the training and the roles dis-
charged by members of the Defence Forces can range from general office duties, to education 
and instruction to security duties that can be for periods of 24 hours each.  In addition, when on 
overseas service, on duty and on call periods are extensive and change on a daily basis.  There-
fore, hours worked each week will differ for members of the Defence Forces, depending on 
their daily and operational tasks.  As a result, it is not possible to provide a definitive response 
concerning the hours worked in one week for one full time equivalent position in the Defence 
Forces, such is the mix of duties which any one individual may undertake from one week to the 
next.

02/05/2017WREEE02950Defence Forces Remuneration

02/05/2017WREEE030001477. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the 
number of full-time equivalent Defence Forces personnel who earned a basic pay of less than 
€24,518 per annum for each of the years 2008 to 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20132/17]

02/05/2017WREEE03100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The information 
requested is set out in the table below. The numbers shown are those members of the Permanent 
Defence Force (PDF) who were on a basic pay scale point plus Military Service Allowance 
(MSA) of less than €24,518 on 31 December for each of the years in question.  MSA is regarded 
as an integral part of standard pay and is designed to compensate PDF personnel for the liability 
and performance of the special conditions associated with military life.  The allowance is paid 
to commissioned officers from Second Lieutenant to Colonel and enlisted personnel from Pri-
vate (3 Star) to Sergeant Major, including equivalent ranks in the Air Corps and Naval Service.  
The allowance is not payable to cadets or recruits and the payment of the allowance to Private 
(2 Star) ceased from 1 July 2013 under the Haddington Road Agreement (HRA).  The numbers 
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shown do not include personnel in receipt of the various allowances, including overseas allow-
ances, payable to PDF personnel for various duties, tasks and responsibilities, in addition to pay 
and MSA.

Year Number of PDF personnel 
2008 324 
2009 87 
2010 210 
2011 540 
2012 1091 
2013 1396 
2014 793 
2015 993 
2016 *882 
*includes 574 cadets, recruits and Privates 2 Star.

Defence Forces Remuneration

02/05/2017WREEE032001478. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Defence Forces personnel who were on the pre-2010 pay scale structure for each of the 
years 2009 to 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20133/17]

02/05/2017WREEE033001479. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Defence Forces personnel that are on the pay scale effective from 1 November 2013 
which applied to existing staff on the 2010 pay scale; and the number that are on the 2011 pay 
scale for each of the years 2010 to 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20134/17]

02/05/2017WREEE03400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe):  I propose to an-
swer Question Nos. 1478 and 1479 together.

As there are various factors which would impact in providing the information requested in 
the manner sought by the Deputy, such as the numbers of recruits remaining in the Permanent 
Defence Force over that period once recruited, the levels of recruitment which varies over time, 
progressions through the payscales and promotions through the ranks, I am not in a position to 
provide the information in the format sought.

02/05/2017WREEE03450Defence Forces Recruitment

02/05/2017WREEE035001480. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the age at 
which a person is deemed ineligible for recruitment to the Defence Forces; his plans to further 
reduce the age for recruits; and the rationale behind this decision. [20172/17]

02/05/2017WREEE036001481. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if excep-
tions are made when recruiting persons who are older than the maximum age requirement for 
enlistment into the Defence Forces. [20174/17]

02/05/2017WREEE03700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1480 and 1481 together.
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The 2015 White Paper on Defence and the earlier 3rd Report of the Independent Monitoring 
Group (IMG), reiterated the objective of ensuring an appropriate age profile for the Permanent 
Defence Force.  A key element in military life is the need for personnel to maintain a level of 
fitness for combat readiness. This requirement must be balanced with the need to retain experi-
ence and expertise, particularly at managerial level in the Defence Forces.

The upper age limit for enlistment in the Army, as a General Service Recruit, is under 25 
years of age on the date of enlistment and for the Naval Service it is under 27 years of age on 
the date of enlistment.

The upper age limit governing the awarding of Cadetships in the Permanent Defence Force 
for the 2017 competitions, is under 28 years of age on 1 September 2017.  Following a review 
this upper age limit will be reduced on a phased basis to “under 27 years of age” for the 2018 
Cadetship competitions and to “under 26 years of age” for the 2019 Cadetship competitions.

As these age requirements, in accordance with Defence Force Regulations, are of general 
application, exceptions cannot be made in individual cases.

These limits have been determined on the basis that the essential functions of the Permanent 
Defence Force require that its members be composed of able-bodied personnel of an age which 
is commensurate with the functional requirements of the organisation. Other factors such as 
return on training investment were also considered.

I am satisfied that the upper age requirements for recruitment to the Permanent Defence 
Force, as outlined above, are appropriate and meet the requirements for a modern Defence 
Force which is actively involved in operations at home and on Peace Support Operations over-
seas.

02/05/2017WREEE03750Defence Forces Recruitment

02/05/2017WREEE038001482. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if there is a 
procedure whereby a person (details supplied) can rejoin the Naval Service despite now being 
over the age limit. [20186/17]

02/05/2017WREEE03900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In accordance 
with Defence Forces Regulation A10, a General Service applicant for the Naval Service must be 
under 27 years of age on the closing date for receipt of applications.  As the individual referred 
to by the Deputy is 28 years of age he is above the age limit to apply to join the Permanent 
Defence Force (PDF), irrespective of previous service.  Age limits are determined on the basis 
that the essential functions of the PDF requires that its members be composed of able-bodied 
personnel of an age which is commensurate with the functional requirements of the organisa-
tion as a whole.

The Defence Forces have an ongoing objective of ensuring an appropriate age profile 
through continuous recruitment and congruent manpower planning, training and development 
and career management strategies.  Given the health and fitness requirements for Privates and 
recruits to the Defence Forces, I do not believe that it would serve the Defence Forces or the 
individual recruits well to increase the current age limits.

However, I wish to advise the Deputy that the upper age limit for recruitment to the Reserve 
Defence Force (RDF) under Defence Forces Regulation R5 is 35 years of age.  Additionally, the 
age limit for former members of the PDF with at least one year’s full-time military service is 40 
years of age.  For former PDF members who had held the rank of Sergeant or Petty Officer or 
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higher non-commissioned rank there is an age limit for 45 years of age on offering themselves 
for enlistment to the RDF.  Therefore, it is open to the individual concerned to apply to the RDF 
if he so chooses.


