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          Questions Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive, answered orally.

13/04/2017WRA00400Cross-Border Projects

13/04/2017WRA005006. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to secure EU funding for cross-Border projects, as outlined in the Taoiseach’s speech to 
the IIEA. [12047/17]

13/04/2017WRA00600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As I have 
previously indicated to the House, this Government remains firmly committed to the success-
ful implementation of the PEACE and INTERREG Programmes and to successor programmes 
post-2020.

Ireland currently takes part in three EU-funded cross-border programmes with the UK:  the 
PEACE Programme, the Ireland/Northern Ireland/Scotland INTERREG Programme and the 
Ireland/Wales INTERREG Programme.  The programmes have a combined value of €650 mil-
lion over the period 2014-2020.

The Government is justifiably proud of its role in securing EU funding for a fourth PEACE 
programme, and I acknowledge the Deputy’s role in securing that funding.

The programmes have made an enormous contribution to cross-border cooperation and 
remain important drivers of development in a cross-border context.  More than that, the pro-
grammes have been a key element of the EU’s continuing commitment to the process of peace 
building and reconciliation and support for the Good Friday Agreement.

As part of the contingency planning undertaken prior to the UK referendum, my Depart-
ment identified the potential risks to these programmes.  As soon as the referendum result was 
known the process of working through the issues facing the programmes commenced so as to 
ensure that beneficiaries could continue to receive funding, regardless of Brexit.  

I am pleased that on 28 October 2016 I was able to announce that agreement had been 
reached on a safeguard clause that will Brexit-proof letters of offer to programme beneficiaries.

In the short-term my objective was to secure the programmes and give programme benefi-
ciaries the confidence they need to proceed with projects.  That has been achieved.

In the medium term my objective is to see these programmes successfully implemented out 
to 2020, through a period during which the UK is likely to leave the EU.  The safeguard clause 
should ensure that this can happen.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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My long term objective is to see successor programmes beyond 2020.

PEACE and INTERREG are well regarded in Ireland North and South in the UK and 
throughout the EU, so I believe the necessary goodwill is there for successor programmes.  

Moreover, the regulatory framework for programmes with Third Countries already exists.  
My officials have commenced work on examining such programmes to see how they might 
form a model for cross-border programmes post-2020.

  Questions Nos. 7 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

13/04/2017WRA00800Public Sector Pay

13/04/2017WRA0090010. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
extent to which he expects progress to continue in regard to the restoration of pay cuts neces-
sitated by the downturn in the economy, with particular reference to the need to recognise the 
impact on the workforce during the recession; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18710/17]

13/04/2017WRA01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty is aware this Government is committed to increasing public expenditure in a sustainable 
way. Critically, providing for increased public expenditure in a sustainable way seeks to ensure 
that incremental improvements in the funding and allocation of additional resources to support 
delivery of public services are maintained on a long term basis. This approach will ensure we 
do not again have to suffer the severe reductions in public expenditure precipitated by the fiscal 
crises and recession which brought our country to the economic brink and impacted negatively 
on all our citizens. 

In Budget 2017  the Government was in a position to allocate significant additional resourc-
es to public spending with a €1.9bn increase in Gross Voted Expenditure compared to 2016. 
This level of investment allowed for the recruitment of additional nurses, doctors, teachers, 
garda and special needs assistants which will improve public service delivery to citizens.  It 
also funded the Action Plan for Housing, improvements in childcare funding and a number of 
increases to Social Welfare rates.  

For public servants, the Lansdowne Road Agreement (LRA) provides a negotiated pathway 
for public service pay increases through a phased partial unwinding of the FEMPI measures at 
a full year cost of €844m in 2018 and represents a considerable investment in public service 
remuneration. A comprehensive Collective Agreement of this kind allows for strong fiscal plan-
ning, with budget allocations ring-fenced within multi-annual expenditure ceilings and pay 
increases taking an appropriate share of available fiscal space. This phased and sustainable 
programme of pay increases underpins the fiscal targets in Budget 2017 and our international 
commitments to a prudent fiscal policy under the Stability and Growth Pact. In addition, the 
Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) is being significantly reversed in three stages under 
FEMPI 2015, via substantial restoration of the PSPR cuts on 1 January 2016, 1 January 2017 
and 1 January 2018. The cost of these PSPR changes is estimated at about €90 million on a 
full-year basis from 2018.    

I expect to receive the initial report of the Public Service Pay Commission by end of Quarter 
2. The Commission’s role is to provide evidence based analysis on pay matters to assist the par-
ties to the forthcoming public service pay discussions in discharging their negotiation functions 
on behalf of Government and public servants respectively with a view to reaching agreement on 
a successor to the Lansdowne Road Agreement that is both sustainable and affordable.
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  Questions Nos. 11 and 12 answered orally.

13/04/2017WRA01200Brexit Issues

13/04/2017WRA0130013. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the en-
gagement he has had with his counterparts in the Northern Ireland Assembly since the elections, 
the Scottish Government, the Welsh Executive and the United Kingdom Government, specifi-
cally the Chancellor of the Exchequer, since Article 50 was triggered by the British Prime Min-
ister; and the nature and outcome of such engagement and discussions by him or his officials. 
[18349/17]

13/04/2017WRA01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland has 
well established arrangements for bilateral engagement with the UK, including structures es-
tablished under the Good Friday Agreement and as a result of the 2012 Joint Statement between 
the Taoiseach and the UK Prime Minister.

On 11 April 2017 I met Joe Fitzpatrick, Scottish Minister for Parliamentary Business, who 
was in Dublin for a series of meetings and with whom I discussed a range of issues, including 
the Ireland/Northern Ireland/Scotland INTERREG Programme.

Last October I met Mark Drakeford, Welsh Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Gov-
ernment to discuss the Ireland/Wales INTERREG programme, and my officials are in regular 
contact with their counterparts in the Welsh European Funding Office in relation to the Pro-
gramme.

I had regular contacts with Máirtín Ó Muilleoir while he was Minister of Finance in North-
ern Ireland. These took place in the context of Plenary and Sectoral meetings of the North South 
Ministerial Council as well as bilaterally, and Máirtín and I visited Derry in December to see 
some of the projects funded by the PEACE and INTERREG programmes.   I look forward to 
resumed contacts with the Minister for Finance once the institutions are restored.  In the mean-
time, my officials continue to work closely with their Northern Ireland counterparts on the 
implementation of the programmes.

In all of these contacts I have been clear about the Irish Government’s commitment to the 
successful implementation of the PEACE and INTERREG Programmes and to successor pro-
grammes post-2020. I am pleased, therefore, that on 28 October 2016 I was able to announce 
that agreement had been reached with the Northern Ireland Department of Finance and the 
Welsh European Funding Office on a safeguard clause that will Brexit-proof letters of offer to 
programme beneficiaries.

There is regular contact between my colleague Michael Noonan and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and they spoke by phone on 29 March 2017 following the triggering of Article 50.

  Question No. 14 answered orally.

13/04/2017WRA01600Public Sector Pay

13/04/2017WRA0170015. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
the FEMPI, financial emergency measures in the public interest, legislation is being kept on the 
Statute Book; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18351/17]

13/04/2017WRA01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am obliged 
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under the legislation to undertake  an Annual Review of the operation and effectiveness of the 
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts (FEMPI) which is laid before the 
Oireachtas by the end of June each year.

In my last review of the necessity for the continuing application of the measures provided 
for under the Acts, my decision was informed by the instability in the international economy 
(including risks posed by Brexit), the still fragile nature of our economic recovery, the need to 
protect hard won competitiveness gains, the high level of debt, the continuing fiscal deficit, the 
obligation to comply with the Stability and Growth Pact, and the need to balance competing de-
mands within the available fiscal space. To date none of these factors have lessened appreciably, 
while the risks of international economy instability have, if anything, increased.

The Lansdowne Road Agreement (LRA), has provided a negotiated pathway for public 
service pay increases through a phased partial unwinding of the FEMPI measures at a full year 
cost of  €844m in 2018 and represents a considerable investment in public service remunera-
tion. A comprehensive Collective Agreement of this kind   allows for strong fiscal planning, 
with budget allocations ring-fenced within multi-annual expenditure ceilings and pay increases 
taking an appropriate share of available fiscal space. This phased and sustainable programme of 
pay increases underpins the fiscal targets in Budget 2017 and our international commitments to 
have a prudent fiscal policy under the Stability and Growth Pact. In addition, the Public Service 
Pension Reduction (PSPR) is being significantly reversed in three stages under FEMPI 2015,  
via substantial restoration of the PSPR cuts on 1 January 2016, 1 January 2017 and 1 January 
2018.   The cost of these PSPR changes is estimated at about €90 million on a full-year basis 
from 2018.

This year’s Annual Review will be informed by the Public Service Pay Commission which 
has been asked to   provide input on how the unwinding of the Financial Emergency Measures 
in the Public Interest legislation should proceed. This input will also inform any future engage-
ment with staff representatives on a successor to the Lansdowne Road Agreement that is both 
sustainable and affordable.

  Questions Nos. 16 and 17 answered orally.

13/04/2017WRA02000State Assets

13/04/2017WRA0210018. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he is 
satisfied with his Department’s role in the State asset disposal programme to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18714/17]

13/04/2017WRA02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Govern-
ment announced its decision on the State Asset Disposal Programme in February 2012.  The fol-
lowing month, my Department published a protocol on meetings with market participants and/
or advisers in relation to any of the assets that formed part of the overall disposal programme.  
The protocol, which is available on my Department’s website, set out the policy for future en-
gagement with market participants and advisers in relation to any of the assets concerned, and 
the procedure to be followed when any requests were received for meetings with officials of 
NewERA and/or any Government Department, including advisers to Departments or Ministers. 

My Department established an overarching inter-departmental Steering Group, compris-
ing senior officials from each of the sectorial Departments with responsibility for the assets 
included in the Programme, together with the Department of Finance and NewERA, to oversee 
the implementation of the overall disposal programme.   
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Each individual asset disposal transaction was then separately overseen by a dedicated 
Steering Group, involving senior officials of the relevant policy Department, my Department, 
the Department of Finance and NewERA, which was co-chaired by the relevant policy Depart-
ment and my Department, with the relevant policy Department taking the role of lead co-chair 
in each case.  

The individual sale transactions under the State Asset Disposal Programme were transacted 
via an open, transparent and competitive process that secured fair value for the assets sold, 
while protecting the economy by ensuring that key strategic assets such as the electricity and 
gas networks were retained in State ownership. 

I am fully satisfied that my Department acted appropriately at all times in progressing the 
State Asset Disposal Programme and that the governance procedures put in place for implemen-
tation of the individual asset disposal transactions were robust, consistent with best practice and 
ensured that value was achieved for the State in all cases.

  Question No. 19 answered orally.

13/04/2017WRB00200Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

13/04/2017WRB0030020. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 11 of 2 March 2017, the details of the review into the role of 
public private partnerships and their role in infrastructure funding; his views regarding the costs 
incurred each year by the State by public private partnerships; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18713/17]

13/04/2017WRB00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): PPPs offer 
an alternative model for delivering infrastructure, that can facilitate the delivery of additional 
capital projects and that can be effective in particular circumstances. However, the long-term 
nature of the financial commitments arising under PPPs require that the use of such arrange-
ments must be carefully planned in order to ensure that they are used to address infrastructural 
needs in a manner that is sustainable in the long term and which the public finances can afford.   

Against this background, Government needs to formulate a strategic view on the extent to 
which PPPs can play a useful role in delivering additional infrastructure, to complement that 
provided directly with Exchequer funding, without placing an unsustainable burden that se-
verely constrains future capital budgets.  

The Mid-Term review of the Capital Plan presents an opportunity to assess the extent to 
which PPPs can play a role in mobilising and applying additional resources to support Ireland’s 
medium-term growth potential.  With this in mind, I have asked my Department to consider the 
scope for further use of PPPs to complement the direct provision of infrastructure using Exche-
quer funding, on a basis that is sustainable and affordable in the long term.  

A senior level group has been established, comprising relevant officials from the Depart-
ments with experience of procuring projects by PPP, together with the Department of Finance, 
the National Development Finance Agency and Transport Infrastructure Ireland, to review past 
experience of PPPs and to provide an evidence based analysis of the potential for further use 
of PPPs (and concessions) as a procurement option for the delivery of additional capital infra-
structure.  Assessing the affordability, sustainability and value-for-money of PPP procurement 
will be key elements of the Group’s work.    

As far as the existing programme of PPP projects are concerned, the decision to procure as 



Questions - Written Answers

140

a PPP in each case was taken on the basis of a detailed assessment of value for money (VFM) 
as compared to the cost of traditional procurement carried out by the relevant public body on 
the basis of the detailed framework put in place and maintained by my Department.  Full details 
and key documents of this VFM framework can be found at ppp.gov.ie.

13/04/2017WRB00500Lansdowne Road Agreement

13/04/2017WRB0060021. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the detail 
of the Government’s negotiation position on the follow up to the Lansdowne Road agreement 
with public sector unions. [18350/17]

13/04/2017WRB00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy 
will appreciate that I cannot disclose the Government’s negotiation position in advance of ac-
tual negotiations. No party to a negotiation, in any walk of life, would do so as this could jeop-
ardise the outcome of the negotiation.

What I can say, in broad terms, is that this Government values collective agreements and 
will negotiate in good faith to achieve one. We value industrial relations peace and the produc-
tivity improvements that collective agreements deliver. We believe collective agreements are 
more equitable, with benefits  spread across all public servants, not concentrated in particular 
sectors while providing a fair and reasonable reflection of the important contribution all our 
public servants make to the delivery of vital public services to the public. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, we appreciate how collective agreements allow for strong fiscal planning, where public 
service pay increases that are fiscally sustainable are allocated within multi annual budgets. An 
agreement would assist us to balance public service pay issues with other societal priorities in-
cluding for example additional resource requirements in housing, health and education, within 
what remains a constrained fiscal position.  

Detailed negotiation positions will be informed by the first report of the Public Service Pay 
Commission.   I understand work on the report is progressing well and will be completed and 
published before the end of the current quarter.

13/04/2017WRB00800Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

13/04/2017WRB0090022. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the high 
level forum on the community employment sector is empowered to take steps to rectify the 
injustice done to community supervisors who remain without an entitlement to a pension; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18711/17]

13/04/2017WRB01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The purpose 
of the  High Level Community Sector Forum is consultative in nature.  It allows for discus-
sion between the relevant public service management and trade union side interests on mat-
ters of  concern in relation to the Community Sector. Following the most recent meeting of 
the Forum it was agreed that further  consultative provisions agreed under the auspices of the 
then Labour Relations Commission in 2015 would be incorporated into the objectives of the 
Forum.  The details will be available in the minutes of the Forum to be published on my Depart-
ment’s website once formally approved by the parties concerned.

13/04/2017WRB01100Northern Ireland
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13/04/2017WRB0120023. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of the implementation of the PEACE IGV 2014 - 2020 programme; if the various 
programmes under the four specific objectives have commenced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18701/17]

13/04/2017WRB01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has joint responsibility with the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland for the Spe-
cial EU Programmes Body (SEUPB), which manages the EU-funded PEACE and INTERREG 
cross-border programmes.  Together these programmes will see investment of more than half 
a billion euro in Northern Ireland and the border region of Ireland over the period 2014-2020.  

The PEACE IV Programme was adopted by the European Commission on 30 November 
2015 and formally launched on 22 January 2016.  The Programme is co-funded by the Irish 
Government, the Northern Ireland Executive and the European Union. 

Along with match funding from the two Member States, the PEACE IV programme has a 
total value of €269 million. The focus of the PEACE IV programme is on social inclusion and 
combatting poverty, with investment in four key priority areas where it aims to make significant 
and lasting change, namely:

-  Shared Education, with a total value €35.3 million;

-  Children and Young People, with a total value €67.1 million;

-  Shared Spaces and Services, with a total value €99.4 million; and

-  Building Positive Relations, with a total value €51.7 million.  

All of the funding calls for the PEACE IV programme have now been completed.

Currently a total of 19 projects have been approved across four Specific Programme Objec-
tives.  Sixteen of the approved projects are Local Authority Plans. Two projects have been ap-
proved in the area of shared education, while one focusing exclusively on victims and survivors 
has also been approved.

The total value of the projects approved to date is over €99 million. This represents a pro-
gramme commitment level of 39%. 

The Letters of Offer issuing to successful applicants includes a safeguard clause negotiated 
by my officials and their Northern Ireland counterparts to Brexit-proof projects to the greatest 
extent possible.  This gives programme beneficiaries the confidence they need to proceed with 
the implementation of projects.

Further projects, with a total value of more than €367 million, are currently under assess-
ment.  Letters of Offer will continue to issue to successful applicants in the coming months.   It 
is anticipated that the PEACE IV Programme will be fully committed by the summer of 2017.

13/04/2017WRB01400Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

13/04/2017WRB0150024. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
consider the request from the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment to grant moneys in order to extend the LIHAF, local infrastructure housing activation 
fund scheme for projects which were not allocated funding under the recently announced proj-
ects in view of the demand for a scheme in Mullingar, County Westmeath, when the review of 
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the Capital Plan 2016-2021 is being carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18703/17]

13/04/2017WRB01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Depu-
ty will be aware, housing is a key priority for this Government as stated in the Programme for a 
Partnership Government and as is evident from the decision to allocate in advance of the capital 
review an additional €2.2b to fund the Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness “Rebuilding 
Ireland”. This amounts to 40% of the available additional capital investment to 2021.  

The establishment of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund was also a commit-
ment under the Programme for a Partnership Government.  My government colleague Minister 
Coveney and I recently announced the approval of 34 projects to avail of the funds across 15 
Local Authority areas, including Westmeath, with an estimated cost of €226.5m from 2018 
2021. These projects are expected to support delivery of an additional 23,000 private housing 
units by 2021.

In relation to the review of the Capital Plan, a very clear process has been put in place in or-
der to ensure that capital spending is fully aligned with national economic and social priorities, 
consistent with Programme for Partnership Government objectives.  A submission in relation 
to the review and the additional funding available has been received from the Department of 
Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and is currently being reviewed by my 
Department.  

A public consultation process has also commenced, to ascertain the views of the public and 
key stakeholders on what our national infrastructure priorities should be and to seek views on 
infrastructure investment priorities beyond the period of the current Capital Plan, which will 
help formulate a longer term Capital Plan for the next 10 years.

My Department’s assessment of the submissions received on the Capital Review will be 
based on, for example, updated analysis of infrastructure capacity and demand as well as the 
new National Planning Framework due to be published later this year in order to ensure that 
the additional capital resources are targeted on priority public capital infrastructure required to 
support Ireland’s medium-term growth potential and underpin social cohesion.

It is expected that the review process will be completed in Quarter 3 of 2017, in time to 
enable the Government to make final decisions in due course on how the remaining additional 
capital funding should be allocated.

13/04/2017WRB01700Coastal Erosion

13/04/2017WRB0180025. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps he 
will take to develop a national strategy and guidelines with regard to coastal erosion; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18699/17]

13/04/2017WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The primary objective of Government policy on coastal protection is to ensure that 
in areas identified as being at greatest risk of damage or loss of economic assets through coastal 
erosion, appropriate and sustainable measures are identified by Local Authorities to protect 
those assets and, where such measures are economically justified on cost benefit grounds and 
compatible with all required environmental and other statutory requirements, they are imple-
mented subject to the availability of resources.

The OPW has surveyed and assessed the coastal erosion risk along the entire national coast-
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line, as part of the Irish Coastal Protection Strategy Study (ICPSS), and this   information is 
published (on the OPW website) and available to all Local Authorities.  This Study enables 
Local Authorities to develop appropriate plans and strategies for the sustainable management 
of the coastline in their counties, including the identification, prioritisation and, subject to the 
availability of resources, the implementation of coastal protection works both of a structural 
and non-structural nature.

The Local Authorities may carry out coastal protection works using their own resources. If 
necessary, they may also put forward proposals to the relevant central Government Departments 
for funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure or assets under threat.   

Because intervention within a coastal area may cause problems further along the coast, any 
proposed intervention measures are best developed in conjunction with a formal coastal erosion 
risk management study that has carefully investigated the problem and explored the full range 
of management options. 

The OPW operates the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, un-
der which applications for funding from local authorities are considered for measures costing 
up to €500,000 in each instance. Funding for coastal erosion risk management studies may also 
be applied for under this scheme. Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for projects 
which meet the eligibility criteria including a requirement that the proposed measures are cost 
beneficial. 

The OPW has published guidelines for coastal erosion risk management measures and fund-
ing applications under the Minor Works Scheme, available on the OPW website.

13/04/2017WRB02000Climate Change Policy

13/04/2017WRB0210026. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the actions 
and infrastructural changes that will be undertaken by the Government in response to the ris-
ing sea level, which clearly poses a pressing public safety threat; if funding will be devoted to 
prevention or adaptation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15027/17]

13/04/2017WRB02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Government published the National Climate Change Adaptation Framework 
in December 2012. This document sets out Government policy for addressing climate change 
adaptation in Ireland. It focuses on key climate sensitive sectors and mandates that certain Gov-
ernment Departments, other public sector bodies and Local Authorities prepare sectorial and 
local climate change adaptation plans. 

Under the Framework, the OPW was mandated to prepare the Sectorial Adaptation Plan 
for Flood Risk Management. This Plan was prepared involving extensive consultation and is 
published on the OPW website, www.opw.ie  

The Flood Risk Management Sectorial Adaptation Plan is based on a current understanding 
of the potential consequences of climate change for flooding and flood risk in Ireland. It identi-
fies the actions to be implemented by the OPW and other responsible Departments and agencies 
in the flood risk management sector.

The National Catchment Flood Risk Assessment Management Programme (CFRAM) is 
central to the assessment of future flood risk and the planning of future flood protection mea-
sures for the 300 areas of potentially significant flood risk (or Areas for Further Assessment, the 
‘AFAs’) designated under the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment. This Programme includes 
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the assessment of risk for two potential future scenarios taking account of the potential impacts 
of climate change. These climate change assessments have informed the development of the 
proposed flood risk management and protection measures being set out in the Flood Risk Man-
agement Plans, currently being finalised.

The OPW has surveyed and assessed the coastal erosion risk along the entire national coast-
line, as part of the Irish Coastal Protection Strategy Study (ICPSS), and this   information is 
published (on the OPW website) and available to all Local Authorities.  This Study enables 
Local Authorities to develop appropriate plans and strategies for the sustainable management 
of the coastline in their counties, including the identification, prioritisation and, subject to the 
availability of resources, the implementation of coastal protection works both of a structural 
and non-structural nature.

The Local Authorities may carry out coastal protection works using their own resources. If 
necessary, they may also put forward proposals to the relevant central Government Departments 
for funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure or assets under threat.   
This can include the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.

Because intervention within a coastal area may cause problems further along the coast, any 
proposed intervention measures are best developed in conjunction with a formal coastal erosion 
risk management study that has carefully investigated the problem and explored the full range 
of management options. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in September 2015 announced details of a 
€430 million 6 year programme of capital investment on flood defence measures as part of the 
Government’s overall Capital Investment Plan 2016 – 2021.

13/04/2017WRB02300Public Sector Pay

13/04/2017WRB0240027. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the en-
gagement he has had with other Ministers with regard to pay restoration and pay negotiations 
for workers in agencies and bodies under their respective remit; the Ministers he has discussed 
with this; if this engagement has taken place in Cabinet, Cabinet committee or an interdepart-
mental basis; the dates these meetings took place; and if relevant trade unions have been in-
formed of the status of these discussions. [18348/17]

13/04/2017WRB02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have of 
course kept my Government and Cabinet colleagues informed of any significant developments 
with respect to the management of public service pay expenditure. In response to the Labour 
Court Recommendation on Garda pay, the Government, collectively, agreed a two phase ap-
proach to securing the future of collective pay agreements:

-  Phase 1 to address anomalies arising from the recent Labour Court recommendations on 
An Garda Síochána; and

-  Phase 2 to negotiate a successor to the Lansdowne Road Agreement. 

Phase 1 was completed with the agreement of a €1,000 increase in respect of the period 
April   to August 2017 inclusive for:

-  those on annualised salaries up to €65,000;

-  who are parties to the Lansdowne Road Agreement; and
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-  who do not stand to benefit from the Labour Court recommendations issued in respect of 
the Garda Associations.

Phase 2 will commence with the submission of the first report from the Public Service Pay 
Commission which is due for completion by the end of the current quarter.  Officials from my 
Department are in regular ongoing contact with senior management of public service employers 
and staff representatives across all sectors of the public service in relation to industrial relations 
issues including those relating to pay and conditions for public servants.

13/04/2017WRB02600Public Sector Pensions Data

13/04/2017WRB0270028. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his De-
partment compiled data from other European countries on the different ways public sector and 
civil servants’ pensions are administered; the amount they pay on average per employee; the 
rules they have for public pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18704/17]

13/04/2017WRB02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment is not involved in compiling in any kind of systematic fashion the class of information to 
which the Deputy refers. However, the Department has access to databases containing informa-
tion on public service pension terms and administration arrangements operated by organisations 
such as the OECD and the European Institute of Public Administration which may be consulted 
as the need arises. That is aside from any direct contacts that my officials will make with rel-
evant officials from other European states from time to time to examine any particular aspect 
of their pension arrangements. 

However, I should remind the Deputy that comparative studies of this nature are far from 
straightforward. A comprehensive and thorough analysis of administration arrangements and 
pension terms in other European countries, which included a comparison with our own prac-
tices in the Irish public service, was carried out as part of work leading to the Report of the 
Commission on Public Service (2000). The report noted that it was important to acknowledge 
that pension arrangements in any range of countries will reflect the comparative economic, so-
cial and political conditions in those countries. Specifically, the Commission warned:

‘In a widely based review such as this it is difficult to draw firm conclusions. Each country 
has its own distinctive historical, social and economic characteristics. These help to determine 
the relative importance of the public service within the economy, the processes for determining 
pay and conditions for public servants, and the state social security system, all of which com-
bined impact upon the public service pension system in each country.’

I think the Deputy would agree that the caveats raised by the expert group regarding such 
studies are valid, and that the concerns they raise should be properly taken into account in the 
interpretation made on foot of any comparative analyses of this nature in the future.

13/04/2017WRB02900Coastal Erosion

13/04/2017WRB0300029. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to address the issue of coastal erosion at the Burrow, Portrane; the detail of his Department’s 
engagement with the local authority to resolve this matter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18347/17]

13/04/2017WRB03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
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Canney): The management of problems of coastal protection in the area indicated is a matter 
for Fingal County Council in the first instance.  The Council must assess the problem and, if it 
is considered that specific measures and works are required, it is open to the Council to apply 
for funding under the Office of Public Works’ (OPW) Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal 
Protection Scheme.  Any application received will be assessed under the eligibility criteria, 
which include a requirement that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard to the 
overall availability of funding.  

Fingal County Council applied for and was approved funding of €57,800 under this scheme 
in 2012 to carry out a Coastal Erosion Risk Management Study of Portrane to Rush. The fund-
ing was drawn down in 2013 following completion of the study.

Following the severe storms of Winter 2013/2014 and on foot of submissions made by the 
local authority, total funding of €200,000 was provided by the OPW to Fingal County Council 
under the Government decision S180/20/10/1272 of 11 February 2014 to allocate funding for 
the repair of damaged coastal protection infrastructure. Part of this funding was for a dunes re-
pair project at Burrow beach, Portrane.  This project was not proceeded with by Fingal County 
Council at the time and the Council indicated that this would form part of a separate application 
under the Minor Works scheme.

I visited Portrane on 21 February 2017 to view myself the effects of coastal erosion in the 
area.  I met with local Deputies, local representatives, residents and property owners and I was 
impressed by the level of engagement locally and with the Council officials in exploring op-
tions to address the problem.  I know that Fingal County Council is working hard to identify 
an appropriate and sustainable solution to the problem at Portrane in advance of submitting an 
application to the OPW for funding to carry out works. 

I have been advised that my Office is not in receipt of any application from Fingal County 
Council currently under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for 
dune protection works at Portrane. My Office remains available to work in partnership with 
Fingal County Council to provide any assistance possible to alleviate the effects of coastal ero-
sion at this location.

13/04/2017WRB03200Public Expenditure Data

13/04/2017WRB0330030. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his Department’s current approach to expenditure risk profiling; the way in which this informa-
tion may be communicated to the budgetary oversight committee and to Dáil Éireann; the way 
in which this approach is being applied to demand led public expenditure schemes in 2017; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18702/17]

13/04/2017WRB03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The manage-
ment of the annual Exchequer funding provision allocated to Departments is governed by the 
rules detailed in Public Financial Procedures. Managing the delivery of public services within 
Budgetary allocations is a key responsibility of each Minister and their Department. My De-
partment is in ongoing communication with Departments and Offices to ensure that expenditure 
is being managed within the overall expenditure parameters. The drawdown of funds from the 
Exchequer is monitored against the published expenditure profiles and this information pub-
lished monthly, as part of the Department of Finance’s Fiscal Monitor. 

In addition, extensive data, information and analytical studies on public expenditure are 
published on a timely basis in support of the whole-of-year approach to the budgetary process. 
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The pre-Budget baseline for Departmental expenditure is provided in the Mid-Year Expenditure 
Report (MYER), first published by my Department in 2016. The MYER represents the baseline 
for examination of budgetary priorities by the Government and the Oireachtas. It also identifies 
any areas where significant expenditure pressures or risks are arising over the course of the year.   

Budget allocations are based on detailed costings provided by Departments and on analysis 
by my Department of expenditure trends, demographic pressures and other drivers of spend.

Based on the expenditure figures reported in the March Fiscal Monitor, no significant spend-
ing pressures are evident from the Quarter 1 position.  As the Deputy will be aware there is an 
additional cost of €0.12bn. arising this year from the decision to bring forward to April, from 
September, a pay increase due under the Lansdowne Road Agreement. This cost is to be met 
from available public resources taking into account the scope for reallocation of expenditure, 
while also ensuring that core public services are not adversely impacted. The extent to which 
Departments are in a position to meet this additional cost will only be determined later in the 
year. The position will be closely monitored and Government will consider how best to meet 
any additional funding requirements where the need arises. 

My Department is committed to continuing to support and to working to facilitate the im-
portant work of the Committee on Budgetary Oversight, as emphasised by officials from my 
Department during their recent meeting with the Committee.

13/04/2017WRB03500Public Procurement Regulations

13/04/2017WRB0360031. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he is 
satisfied that public procurement rules as set out by the Office of Government Procurement are 
being adhered to by each Department and public body to which they apply; the way he satisfies 
himself that these rules are being adhered to; if there are penalties for those Departments or 
public bodies which do not adhere to the rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18706/17]

13/04/2017WRB03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public Pro-
curement is governed by well-established EU and National rules and guidelines. The aim of 
these rules is to promote an open, competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement re-
gime which delivers best value for money.

EU Directives on public procurement require that public contracts above certain financial 
thresholds must be advertised on the Official Journal of the EU and awarded on the basis of 
objective and non-restrictive criteria. In the case of works contracts the threshold is €5.225 mil-
lion; for supplies and service contracts awarded by Government Departments the threshold is 
€135,000 and for the remainder of public bodies the threshold is €209,000. The threshold for 
supplies and service contracts of entities operating in utility sectors is €418,000.  

For contracts below these financial thresholds, it is a basic principle that a competitive 
process should be used unless there are justifiably exceptional circumstances.  For example,  
contracts for goods and services with an estimated value of €25,000 and up to the value of the 
EU thresholds should normally be advertised on E-tenders using the open procedure. 

It is the responsibility of each contracting authority to ensure that they comply with EU and 
national rules in relation to public procurement.  Template Request for Tender and contracts 
documents have been developed in conjunction with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and 
the Office of the Attorney General to assist contracting authorities carrying out routine, non-
bespoke and low to medium risk procurements. 
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In relation to oversight of Government contracts awards, public procurement practices are 
subject to audit and scrutiny under the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act 
1993, and the Local Government Reform Act 2014, and Accounting Officers are publicly ac-
countable for expenditure incurred. Individual contracting authorities are responsible for estab-
lishing arrangements for ensuring the proper conduct of their affairs, including conformance to 
standards of good governance and accountability with regard to procurement. 

Finally in relation to penalties, the Remedies Regulations (S.I. Nos. 130 and 131 of 2010 
and S.I. Nos. 192 and 193 of 2015) allow tenderers or candidates the option of seeking recourse 
through the courts if they feel that a procurement process was not carried out in an open, fair 
and transparent manner.

13/04/2017WRC00200Passport Controls

13/04/2017WRC0030032. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if a UK 
citizen, resident here since 1960 and married to an Irish Citizen now deceased in excess of 20 
years, would qualify for a passport based on their marriage; and if not, the options open to this 
person to qualify for an Irish passport. [18852/17]

13/04/2017WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The issu-
ing of a passport is a matter for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and is contingent 
on the person being an Irish citizen.

It is open to any individual who is not an Irish citizen to lodge an application for Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation if and when they are in a position to meet the statutory re-
quirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, which 
governs the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation.  All applications for a certificate 
of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of 
the Act.  A determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to 
naturalisation can only be made after an application is received.

Section 15 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in her absolute discretion, grant an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation if satisfied that certain statutory conditions are ful-
filled.  The conditions are that the applicant must:

- be of full age, 

- be of good character, 

- have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
further total residence in the State amounting to four years,

- intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation,

- have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows -

(i)  made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the 
State, and

(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic val-
ues.
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Section 15A provides that, notwithstanding the above, where the application is based on 
being the spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen the requirements are, inter alia, that the 
couple are married or civil partners to each other for a period of at least 3 years and are living 
together and, immediately before the date of application, have a period of one year’s continu-
ous residence in the island of Ireland and, during the preceding four years, have a further period 
amounting to 2 years (i.e. 3 years in total).  Section 15A(2) provides that the Minister may, in 
her absolute discretion waive some of the conditions in relation to an application from a spouse 
or civil partner of an Irish citizen if she is satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious conse-
quences in respect of his or her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.  There 
is no right or entitlement to have any of the conditions waived, it is entirely at the Minister’s 
discretion.

The fees to be paid by an applicant for a certificate of naturalisation are governed by the pro-
visions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 569 of 2011).  The 
application fee, stipulated at €175, is payable on application for a certificate of naturalisation 
and a certification fee is payable on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation.

The standard certification fee is set at €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case 
of an application made on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made by 
a widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of recognised refu-
gees and stateless persons the certification fee is nil.  There is no provision for the discretionary 
waiver or reduction of fees.

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, as well as the relevant appli-
cation forms, is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  The website also contains 
guidance on the completion of an application for naturalisation and an on-line naturalisation 
residency calculator which individuals may find of assistance in establishing if the residency 
requirements are met.  The appropriate application form for a certificate of naturalisation by a 
person of full age, including a person in circumstances outlined by the Deputy, is Form 8. 

13/04/2017WRC00500UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

13/04/2017WRC0060033. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will be ratified; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19091/17]

13/04/2017WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Ireland signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2007 and since then, 
successive Governments have emphasised Ireland’s strong commitment to proceed to ratifica-
tion as quickly as possible, taking into account the need to ensure all necessary legislative and 
administrative requirements under the Convention are met.  This Government remains commit-
ted to ratification of the Convention. 

It is essential that the State is in a position to meet the obligations that it assumes under the 
terms of an international agreement from the moment of its entry into force for Ireland.  Before 
the State can ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, enactment of 
new legislation and amendment of existing legislation is required to ensure obligations will be 
met upon entry into force for Ireland.  I want to ensure we adhere to best practice and that we 
have amended our domestic legislation prior to the ratification of the Convention.  The previ-
ous Government published a Roadmap in October 2015, which sets out the legislative measures 
needed to meet those requirements, along with declarations and reservations to be entered by 
Ireland on ratification.
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Considerable progress has already been made to overcome the remaining legislative barri-
ers to Ireland’s ratification of the Convention.  The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 
2015 was signed into law on 30 December 2015 and is a comprehensive reform of the law on 
decision-making capacity.  The Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 has reformed Sec-
tion 5 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 1993 to facilitate the full participation in 
family life of persons with intellectual disabilities and the full expression of their human rights.

The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016 was published immediately prior to 
Christmas and completed Second Stage in February 2017.  The primary purpose of the Bill is to 
address the remaining legislative barriers to Ireland’s ratification of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).  Work is ongoing on all the other issues set out 
in the previous Government’s Roadmap for Ratification published in October 2015 and these 
will be progressed as Committee Stage amendments.  The Bill will be progressed to enactment 
at an early date to facilitate ratification of the UN Convention as soon as possible.

I can assure the Deputy that ratification of the UNCRPD remains an extremely high priority 
for me as Minister.   

13/04/2017WRC00800Garda Expenditure

13/04/2017WRC0090034. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the Garda information technology; the amount spent 
to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18814/17]

13/04/2017WRC0100035. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the divisional headquarters in Kevin Street, Dublin; 
the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [18815/17]

13/04/2017WRC0110036. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the divisional headquarters in Galway city; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [18816/17]

13/04/2017WRC0120037. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the divisional headquarters in Wexford; the amount 
spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[18817/17]

13/04/2017WRC0130038. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the PPP investment to deliver a number of new 
Garda stations and facilities; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [18818/17]

13/04/2017WRC0140039. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for doubling the level of investment in the Garda fleet; 
the amount spent to date; the number of vehicles added to the fleet; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18819/17]

13/04/2017WRC01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 34 to 39, inclusive, together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government’s Capital Plan envisages an unprecedented 
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level of Capital investment in the Justice Sector, with some €875 million in capital funding 
being allocated to the sector together with further approval and funding for Public-Private Part-
nership (PPP) projects. As far as investment in An Garda Síochána is concerned, this included:

-  PPP projects to deliver new Garda station construction nationwide;

-  €46 million for new Garda vehicles;

-  major additional investment of €205m in Garda Síochána technology and systems; and

-  €18 million for refurbishment of Garda stations.

This allocation demonstrates this Government’s commitment to investing in 21st Century 
policing, and to ensuring that An Garda Síochána has the vehicles and technology to be ef-
fective, mobile and responsive to prevent and tackle crime in both urban and rural areas. In 
addition, it will provide better facilities for members and staff of An Garda Síochána and, im-
portantly, enable An Garda Síochána to enhance the service it provides to the public in terms of 
supporting victims of crime and investigating crime. 

In relation to investment in Garda ICT infrastructure, some €330 million, including €205 
million under the Capital Plan, is being invested over the period 2016 to 2021.  I am informed 
by the Garda authorities that a considerable amount of new Garda ICT solutions has been deliv-
ered over the past number of years.  These include the deployment of a secure national digital 
radio system (NDRS), the deployment and support of Garda and Community CCTV systems, 
an automated number plate recognition (ANPR) system, an e-Vetting system and the addition 
of many new functions to the PULSE system, which itself is further supported by a dedicated 
data entry service in Castlebar. 

I am further informed that key ICT outputs from the Garda Síochána Modernisation and 
Renewal Programme 2016-2021, include:

-  the introduction of mobile technology solutions to enable operational Gardaí to access 
core information systems, including PULSE, while on duty and away from Garda stations;

-  providing members with real-time information on mobile devices, as well as enabling 
investigation teams to collect and share information digitally;

-  the continued extension of the Garda network throughout 2017 to ensure that non-net-
worked stations gain access to relevant systems;

-  modernisation of Garda information systems, such as PULSE, to ensure that members 
have quick access to timely and accurate information. 

In addition, I understand that the following key projects have commenced and will see de-
livery across 2017:

-  Investigations Management System which will support the management of activities com-
pleted as part of an investigation, maintain a full history of the chain of events in an investiga-
tion, manage information gathered, decisions made and actions taken;

-  Property and Exhibit Management System which will be used to record all property and 
exhibits which come into Garda possession and manage them throughout their life cycle within 
the organisation from crime scene to court; 

-  Enterprise Content Management system which will provide An Garda Síochána with a 
single enterprise content repository for all documentation and multimedia content created (for 
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example CCTV clips); and

-  Rosters and Duty Management system.  

The Deputy will be aware that three new Garda Headquarters are being progressed by the 
Office of Public Works in close cooperation with An Garda Síochána.  I am informed that 
work is progressing well on all three projects which are expected to be completed this year. 
The cost of each project is some €29.5 million for Kevin Street; some €24.5 million for Wex-
ford and some €27.5 million for Galway - all figures ex VAT. 

In October 2015, I announced in conjunction with my colleague the Minister of State at the 
Office of Public Works the Garda Síochána Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016 – 
2021.  This Programme includes a number of projects which reflect the priorities of An Garda 
Síochána, including:

-   a PPP to deliver new Garda stations in Macroom Clonmel and Sligo;

-  major refurbishment of stations/facilities including facilities for meeting victims of crime;

-  essential remedial works to existing stations;

-  development of large scale Property and Exhibit Management Stores; and

-  upgrade of cells and provision of improved Custody Management Facilities.

As far as the PPP is concerned, I am advised by the Garda authorities that the Office of 
Public Works is making good progress towards the acquisition of suitable sites for the proposed 
developments and, in addition, discussions have taken place with the National Development 
Finance Agency. 

With regard to the Garda Fleet, some €46 million is being invested over the lifetime of the 
Capital Plan. The Deputy will be aware that there has been unprecedented investment in the 
Garda Fleet in recent years and, from the moment that the economy began to turn, it was clear to 
this and the previous Government that such investment was a necessity.  The actual expenditure 
in new and replacement vehicles over the period 2013 to 2016 was in the region of €40 million.  
This works out at average expenditure of €10 million per annum compared to an average of 
€1.6 million   over the three year period 2009 to 2011 for example. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that, as on 13 March 2017, the latest date for which 
figures are available, the Garda fleet comprised of 2,807 vehicles.  Some 64% of the fleet is now 
less than 4 years old and in fact almost 1 in 5 vehicles are less than one-year-old.  This compares 
with the situation in 2012 where in the region of 89% of the fleet were older than four years and 
only 1 in 50 (i.e. 2%) of the fleet was less than one-year old.   

13/04/2017WRC01600Capital Expenditure Programme

13/04/2017WRC0170040. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the new forensic science laboratory in County 
Kildare; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18820/17]

13/04/2017WRC01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The need 
for a new purpose built forensic science laboratory appropriate to the State’s requirements is 
long-standing.  The Government’s capital plan 2016-2021 has allocated €45m for the construc-
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tion of the laboratory with work due to commence in 2019. 

However, I have previously indicated that I would avail of every opportunity to bring for-
ward the start date, if that was possible.  I was happy, therefore, that €6 million was provided 
in my Department’s Vote to enable the commencement of building work in 2017.  This funding 
has been earmarked for a variety of enabling works, including electricity and gas connections, 
the installation of fibre line to the site and works to the main entrance.

I hope that it will be possible in the context of the mid-term review of the Capital Plan to 
secure the funding that will allow the construction of the building to commence and that being 
the case, I would expect the new laboratory to be ready in 2020.  The cost of construction and 
fit-out will only be known once the tendering process is complete.

13/04/2017WRC01900Capital Expenditure Programme

13/04/2017WRC0200041. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the construction and redevelopment of seven court-
house venues; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [18821/17]

13/04/2017WRC02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the construction/redevelopment of courthouses at seven 
locations throughout the country by way of ongoing Public Private Partnership (PPP) was in-
cluded as one of the key Justice sector projects in the Government’s Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment Plan 2016 to 2021. 

The relevant locations in this context and the expected dates on which each of the court-
houses will be completed are as follows:

Location Target Service Commencement Date
Drogheda 1 May 2017
Letterkenny 6 September 2017
Wexford 25 September 2017
Waterford 10 November 2017
Limerick 27 October 2017
Mullingar 27 November 2017
Cork 8 December 2017

The Courts Service has also informed me that the construction firm BAM is responsible for 
construction of the courthouses and will also provide maintenance and various facilities man-
agement services for a 25 year period post completion. The projected total cost over 25 years is 
€382.8m which will be funded through a 25 year stream of unitary charges commencing later 
this year. A number of other project related costs not covered by the unitary charge mechanism 
have been met from within the annual Courts Service budgetary provision since project com-
mencement. 

13/04/2017WRC02200Capital Expenditure Programme
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13/04/2017WRC0230042. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the development of a new purpose built family law 
and children’s courts complex; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [18822/17]

13/04/2017WRC02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the development of a new purpose built Family Law and 
Children’s Court complex was included as one of the key Justice sector projects in the Govern-
ment’s Infrastructure and Capital Investment Plan 2016 to 2021. It is anticipated that the proj-
ect will be delivered by way of Public Private Partnership (PPP) and, as such, will be funded 
through a future stream of unitary charges over a 25 year period which would commence on 
completion of the building. 

The Courts Service has also informed me that a business case, as required under the provi-
sions of the Public Spending Code, is at an advanced stage of preparation. Once completed, 
the Courts Service will engage with the Department of Justice and Equality and Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform for sanction to proceed with the project. Subject to approval be-
ing received, the Courts Service anticipates that the building would be completed in 2021/2022. 
Costs of approximately €50,000 have been incurred to date in connection with the preparation 
of the business case.

13/04/2017WRC02500Capital Expenditure Programme

13/04/2017WRC0260043. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the refurbishment programme for the Courts Ser-
vice; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [18823/17]

13/04/2017WRC02700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the Courts Service building programme has been pro-
gressed primarily by way of Public Private Partnership (PPP) in recent years. At present new/
refurbished courthouses are under construction at Cork, Drogheda, Letterkenny, Limerick, 
Mullingar, Wexford and Waterford. All are being delivered by way of PPP and will be delivered 
by the end of the year. The delivery of these courthouses will be funded through a future 25 year 
stream of unitary charges commencing later this year. 

The expected dates on which each of those courthouses will be completed are as follows:

Location Target Service Commencement Date
Drogheda 1 May 2017
Letterkenny 6 September 2017
Wexford 25 September 2017
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Location Target Service Commencement Date
Waterford 10 November 2017
Limerick 27 October 2017
Mullingar 27 November 2017
Cork 8 December 2017
On completion of these projects, the next 5 city/county town venues requiring substantial 

investment in courthouse facilities are Wicklow, Portlaoise, Galway, Roscommon and Tralee. 
Collectively these locations are the next priority for provincial courthouse development/refur-
bishment projects.  

The Courts Service has also informed me that, in addition to the major development/refur-
bishment projects progressed through PPP, a portion of the Courts Service annual budget is 
allocated each year to cover the cost of capital works and related expenditure at courthouses 
throughout the country, including minor refurbishment/remedial works. In 2016 and 2017 a sum 
of between €1m and €2m has been available for such minor refurbishments/remedial works.

13/04/2017WRC02800Prison Building Programme

13/04/2017WRC0290044. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the development work in Limerick prison; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [18824/17]

13/04/2017WRC03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Prison Service that plans for the development of a new 103 cell accom-
modation block and a new stand-alone unit for 58 female prisoners at Limerick Prison are at 
a very advanced stage and are expected to go to tender late next month.  Work is expected to 
commence in February 2018 and to be completed in late 2020.  As these projects are subject to 
the tendering process it would be inappropriate for me to give an indication in relation to costs 
at this stage as this would be commercially sensitive information which may  affect the process.

Over the past three years a series of enabling works to facilitate the main development has 
been undertaken at  a total cost of €8,602,519.   

13/04/2017WRC03100Prison Building Programme

13/04/2017WRC0320045. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the development work in Portlaoise prison; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [18825/17]

13/04/2017WRC03300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Prison Service that Portlaoise Prison as part of the Portlaoise Prison Campus, 
and is the only high-security prison in the State which serves as the committal prison for those 
sent to custody from the Special Criminal Court & accommodates prisoners linked with sub-
versive crime.  It detains prisoners that pose the greatest security risks within the Irish prison 
system, and those requiring the most stringent standards of internal and external security and 
containment.  As well as prisoners requiring enhanced security for a range of reasons, it accom-
modates prisoners associated with the highest elements of gangland crime, as well as subver-



Questions - Written Answers

156

sive and politically motivated criminals. 

The core infrastructural modernisation requirements at Portlaoise Prison are the need to 
eliminate slopping out and to bring the prison’s existing infrastructure to an acceptable standard  
including  prisoner accommodation.

The  Irish Prison Service have committed capital expenditure in 2017 to Phase 1 of the 
Portlaoise redevelopment project & this entails a refurbishment of the outdated E Block & the 
Demolition of the D Wing.  These projects will be tendered in the coming months.

Construction of the Portlaoise New High Security Block is currently scheduled to com-
mence in Quarter 1 of 2019.

As these projects are subject to the tendering process it would be inappropriate for me to 
give an indication in relation to costs at this stage as this would be commercially sensitive in-
formation which may  affect the process.

13/04/2017WRC03400Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRC0350046. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
travelled abroad as part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations she travelled to; the 
duration of the trip; the cost of the trip, including travel and accommodation in addition to other 
expenses incurred; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18899/17]

13/04/2017WRC03600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): This year 
I travelled to the United States of America from 10 to 18 March as part of the St Patrick’s Day 
“Promote Ireland” Programme for 2017. Traditionally, Ministerial visits abroad are organised at 
this time to maximise the promotion of Ireland’s investment, trade and tourism interests and in 
this instance to convey a positive message about Ireland’s commitment to remaining in the EU.

As part of the programme of events, I visited San Diego, Sacramento and San Francisco 
where I attended a number of engagements organised by Irish community groups and met with 
various business leaders.  There were three broad elements - support for the activities of the 
State Economic Agencies; Irish community outreach; and building political ties.  Strengthening 
Ireland’s relations with California was a key objective of my visit as economically California is 
Ireland’s largest trade and investment partner in the US, and Ireland benefits from the Califor-
nian economy especially in Silicon Valley.   

During my visit to San Diego I attended the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, the Irish Community 
Celtic Mass celebrated by Bishop Robert McElroy and met Irish Community representatives 
of the San Diego Gaelic Athletic Association, the J1 Community and the Irish American Bar 
Association.

While in Sacramento I met with Lieutenant Governor of California Gavin Newson, the At-
torney General Xavier Becerra.  I also visited VoxPro, an award winning provider of Multilin-
gual Customer and Technical support which was founded in Cork and now has offices in three 
locations in the USA as well as Athens, Georgia, Bucharest and Romania.  I also attended the 
celebration of Irish Heritage month in the California Assembly. 

My visit to San Francisco included an IDA-organised programme of meetings with key 
IDA clients in Silicon Valley as well as meetings with the Irish Network Bay Area Business 
representatives, the Irish Technology and Leadership Group, meeting the Board of Directors of 
the United Irish Cultural Centre and an Immigration Reform Briefing.  I also visited Stanford 
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University and met with a number of Irish students. 

In keeping with Government policy, the programme was undertaken in the most cost ef-
ficient way possible as set out in the table attached:

Dates Location Purpose Attendees Cost of 
flights

Cost of ac-
commodation

Other Ex-
penses

10/03/17 – 
18/03/17

West coast of 
USA

St. Patrick’s 
Day ‘Pro-
mote Ireland’ 
Programme

Tánaiste € 1008.20 
$238.20 
(internal)
$286.94 
(internal)

$420.00 
(San Diego) 
$214.00 
(Sacramento) 
$927.00 (San 
Francisco)

€377.96 
(Official 
Gifts) $40.00 
Taxi from 
Sacramento 
Airport 
$31.00 lunch 
San Fran-
cisco Airport 
$22.00 
refreshments 
Awaiting 
Uber receipts 
from Consul-
ate but not 
expected to 
exceed  $200 
for entire 
trip.

Private Sec-
retary*

€ 948.14
$238.20 
(internal) 
$286.94 
(internal)

$420.00 
(San Diego) 
€214.00 
(Sacramento) 
$927.00 (San 
Francisco)

* In addition to these expenses, the standard Travel and Substance rates as determined by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform also apply. 

13/04/2017WRC03700Immigration Status

13/04/2017WRC0380047. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the reason for the delay in a person’s (details supplied) application for renewal of their stamp 4 
EU FAM visa; and if it can be given urgent attention in view of the fact their current one expires 
on 10 April 2017. [18914/17]

13/04/2017WRC03900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person referred to by the Deputy was granted permission to remain in the State, for a period of 
five years, on 29 January 2014.  The person concerned was registered by their local immigration 
officer with the appropriate endorsement, Stamp No. 4 EU Fam, up to 10 April 2017 - which is 
the date of expiry of their current passport. 

I am further informed that the person in question attended the Burgh Quay registration of-
fice on 31 March 2017 to enquire about having the remainder of their permission, which expires 
on 28 January 2019, endorsed on their new passport.  They were advised, however, that the EU 
citizen is also required to attend with the applicant for registration purposes. 

It should be noted that attendance at the Burgh Quay registration office is by appointment 
only. Appointments can only be made via the INIS website. 
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The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS by e-mail using Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/04/2017WRC04000Departmental Schemes

13/04/2017WRC0410048. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
details of grant schemes that promote immigrant integration in established sports clubs and 
organisations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18933/17]

13/04/2017WRC04200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I established the Communities Integration Fund to support community organisations, including 
sports clubs, to undertake actions to promote the integration of migrants into their local com-
munities.   I also announced a call for applications by organisations operating at regional and 
national level, which would include sports organisations, for National Funding to Promote the 
Integration of Migrants.  The closing dates for applications under these schemes have passed.  A 
total amount of €500,000 will be made available under the Communities Integration Fund and 
approximately €600,000 will be committed this year under the National Funding scheme.  It is 
envisaged that another call under the Communities Integration Fund will take place next year.  
Projects under the National Funding will be of a maximum of three years duration.

Sports organisations are also eligible for funding for integration actions from the EU Asy-
lum, Migration and Integration Fund, a call for applications for which was held last year.  €4.5 
million is being made available over three years under this call.  It is envisaged that a further 
call will take place in 2019.

13/04/2017WRC04300Security of the Elderly

13/04/2017WRC0440049. Deputy John Brassil asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
review costing and feasibility for the provision of a grant to install monitored intruder alarms 
for persons over 66 years of age living in rural areas, in view of the increase in rural crime and 
breakins (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18937/17]

13/04/2017WRC04500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
advise the Deputy that my Department does not provide grant assistance to householders of 
the type referred to by the Deputy.  However, it is worth noting that the Seniors Alert Scheme, 
which is provided by my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government, provides grant assistance towards the purchase and installation of personal moni-
tored alarms to enable older persons, of limited means, to continue to live with independence 
and peace of mind in their own homes.

I am of course very much aware of the particular concerns which may arise in relation to 
the safety of elderly and vulnerable persons.  In this regard I can assure the Deputy that I am 
in ongoing contact with the Garda Commissioner to ensure that the available Garda resources 
are used as effectively as possible for tackling crime in our community.  An Garda Síochána 
work in partnership with a wide range of community based groups, including Community Alert 
and Neighbourhood Watch groups, to support enhanced community safety and with particular 
regard to the needs of elderly and more vulnerable people.  
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The protection of elderly and vulnerable people was a key consideration in the broad re-
view of our response to burglary and related crimes which I initiated in the early part of 2015.  
Arising from this, the Deputy will be aware of the concerted   strategy which has been put in 
place to tackle such crimes and protect householders.  In particular, very important progress has 
been made under Operation Thor which has led to concentrated Garda activity with more than 
67,000 targeted checkpoints nationwide, and in the region of 4,000 arrests connected to a range 
of offences which, in addition to burglary, have included handling stolen property, possession of 
firearms and drugs offences.  Operation Thor has particularly targeted mobile gangs engaged in 
burglary and related crimes and it is encouraging to note that since the launch of the operation 
in November 2015, the burglary figures have shown a significant downward trend.  Indeed, the 
most recent CSO official recorded crime statistics for Q4 of 2016 show a decrease of 30% in 
burglary for the twelve months of 2016 when compared to same period in 2015.  This reflects 
the success of the concerted Garda drive against crime being implemented under Operation 
Thor. 

As part of the concerted strategy to combat burglary, I made it a priority to secure the en-
actment of specific legislation targeting prolific burglars in the Criminal Justice (Burglary of 
Dwellings) Act 2015.  These provisions are now available to Gardaí to support prosecutions 
arising from Operation Thor.  The reduction in the volume of burglaries as a result of Operation 
Thor will not of course be indicated in the overall detection rate for burglary.  However, I might 
add that the Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Act was com-
menced a year ago and introduced the DNA database, which provides Gardaí with investigative 
links (’hits’) between people and unsolved crimes, including burglaries.  It is anticipated that 
this will assist in improving detection rates for burglary over the coming years. 

Gardaí support over 3,700 Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch Schemes nation-
wide, and these form an important partnership with An Garda Síochána to prevent crime and 
protect communities, especially the elderly and more vulnerable persons. In addition, the Garda 
Text Alert Scheme provides an effective means for Gardaí to communicate crime prevention in-
formation to local communities.  Since it was launched in September 2013, it has grown quickly 
with a total of 164,000 subscribers and in the order of 3 million text messages sent annually.  
Every Garda Division, rural and urban, now offers the text alert service and An Garda Síochána 
has published guidelines to assist in the establishment and operation of local groups.

I should advise the Deputy that neither my Department nor An Garda Síochána provide di-
rect funding for the setting up of Text Alert Schemes, or for the operation of local Community 
Alert Groups generally.  Instead, funding is provided in relation to the employment and associ-
ated costs of the national Community Alert programme, including the employment of regional 
Development Officers.  The long-standing view has been that this is the best use of the re-
sources available to my Department to support effective community crime prevention actions.

Underpinning all of these measures is the Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring 
a strong and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen 
community engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.  The Government 
plans to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 
Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  This year, funding has been 
provided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide 
ranging reform plan which is in train within An Garda Síochána. Approximately 300 appoint-
ments will also be made to the Garda Reserve.     

13/04/2017WRC04600Garda Data
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13/04/2017WRC0470050. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí with foreign language skills in each Garda division; and the resources avail-
able to and approach taken by An Garda Síochána to deal with language barriers in ethnically 
diverse Garda districts. [18947/17]

13/04/2017WRC04800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying on and 
managing and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána. 

I have requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner and I will 
write to the Deputy on receipt of same.

13/04/2017WRC04900Garda Data

13/04/2017WRC0500051. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of drivers under section 29 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 that were not eligible for a 
specific notice (details supplied). [19039/17]

13/04/2017WRC0510052. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of fines or fixed penalty notices that were issued to motorists in tabular form (details 
supplied). [19044/17]

13/04/2017WRC0520053. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of fines and fixed penalty notices that were issued to motorists in tabular form (details 
supplied). [19045/17]

13/04/2017WRC0530056. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of fines or fixed penalty notices (details supplied) that were issued to motorists in tabu-
lar form. [19109/17]

13/04/2017WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 51, 52, 53 and 56 together.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters referred to in 
the Deputy’s questions and I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of a Garda report.  I 
have also requested a report from Courts Service concerning those questions that refer to court 
fines and, again, I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of a report from Courts Service.

13/04/2017WRD00200EU Regulations

13/04/2017WRD0030054. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if the 
new EU visa arrangements for business, tourist or family purposes for Ukrainians will be ap-
plicable here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19092/17]

13/04/2017WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I assume 
that the arrangements referred to by the Deputy are contained in the proposal for a regulation 
of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No. 539/2001.  That 
regulation constitutes a development of the provisions of the Schengen acquis in which Ireland 
does not take part in accordance with the Council Decision 2002/192/EC of 28 February, 2002.

Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 lists the third countries whose nationals must be in pos-
session of a visa when crossing the external borders of the relevant Member States and those 
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whose nationals are exempt from requiring a visa.  As Ireland has not taken part in the adoption 
of this Regulation and is not bound by or subject to its application, nationals of Ukraine con-
tinue to require a visa to travel here.

13/04/2017WRD00500Prisoner Releases

13/04/2017WRD0060055. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of life sentence prisoners on full temporary release in 2016 that were recalled to prison; 
if the recalls were as a result of a failure to keep the peace or be of good behaviour or a failure 
to be of a sober habits; if they were charged with an additional offence or another condition; 
the type of offences which were alleged to have been committed in which a revocation of tem-
porary release is as a result of being charged with an additional offence; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19106/17]

13/04/2017WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Prison Service (IPS) that a total of 4 life sentenced prisoners who were on 
reviewable temporary release in the community under the supervision of Probation Service 
were recalled to prison in 2016.  The IPS work in close partnership with the Probation Service 
and An Garda Síochána in respect of the management of life sentence prisoners who are living 
in the community.  A range of temporary release conditions are applied which, if not adhered to, 
may result in the prisoner being returned to custody.  I can confirm that none of the four recalls 
in 2016 were for the reasons listed by the Deputy.

  Question No. 56 answered with Question No. 51.

13/04/2017WRD00900Direct Provision Data

13/04/2017WRD0100057. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons currently in direct provision in each direct provision centre for one year or 
less, one to two years, two to three years, three to four years, four to five years and more than 
five years, in tabular form; and the equivalent data for the same date in 2016. [19110/17]

13/04/2017WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): When a 
person makes an application for international protection, they are offered accommodation in 
State provided accommodation.  Whilst there is no obligation on them to accept this offer, ap-
proximately 50% of applicants avail of the accommodation offered.  They are not obliged to 
remain in this accommodation and can leave and indeed return as they so require.  In addition, 
those who refuse the initial accommodation offer can choose to avail of it at a later date.

Below are two tables setting out the number of persons in State provided accommodation at 
the end of March 2016 and end of March 2017 respectively.  The duration of stay based on the 
last entry into State provided accommodation is shown in the left hand column. This may not 
directly correspond to the date of their initial application for international protection.  A break-
down of this duration of stay data is not available on a centre by centre basis.

As can be seen from the table below, significant progress has been made in resolving the 
long stay cases and this is evidenced by the fact that just over 67% of those persons residing in 
RIA accommodation at the end of March 2017 have been there for less than two years.  In ad-
dition, the number of persons residing in State provided accommodation for more than 5 years 
has dropped from 22% at the end of March 2016 to just over 12% at the end of March 2017.
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The total for 2017 includes just over 400 persons who have permission to remain in the State 
and are in transit to independent living.

Statistics as at the end of March 2016
Duration of Stay Number of persons
0 <12 months 1,919
1 year < 2 years 682
2 years < 3 years 448
3 years < 4 years 265
4 years < 5 years 240
5 years + 998
Total: 4,552

Statistics as at the end of March 2017
Duration of Stay Number of Persons
0 <12 months 1,708
1 year < 2 years 1,292
2 years < 3 years 603
3 years < 4 years 319
4 years < 5 years 177
  5 years + 564
Total: 4,463

13/04/2017WRD01200Immigration Status

13/04/2017WRD0130058. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
temporary or extended residency can be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); if 
their spouse’s stamp 4 can be renewed in view of their spouse’s need to return to work; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19117/17]

13/04/2017WRD01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it is 
not possible to identify the person referred to by the Deputy.  If the Deputy can provide further 
more detailed information, I will have the matter investigated further.

Might I remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of Parliamentary Question process.  The 
Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, 
in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.      

13/04/2017WRD01500Naturalisation Applications

13/04/2017WRD0160059. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when it may be possible to facilitate a new application for a person (details supplied); and if the 
case can be re-examined having regard to their otherwise excellent record. [19118/17]
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13/04/2017WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The grant-
ing of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nation-
ality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate of naturalisation 
are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  Section 
15 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in her absolute discretion, grant an application 
for a certificate of naturalisation if satisfied that the statutory conditions for naturalisation are 
fulfilled.  In particular, these conditions require that an applicant is of good character. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nation-
ality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  The fact that a person may have had an application 
refused does not preclude or disqualify them from submitting a fresh application in the future.  
Indeed, the letter advising an applicant of a negative decision also informs them that there is no 
appeals process and that they may re-apply for the grant of a certificate of naturalisation at any 
time.  The letter advises that, when considering making such a re-application, they should give 
due regard to the reasons for the refusal which were contained in the submission attached to the 
refusal letter and that any further application will be considered taking into account all statutory 
and administrative conditions applicable at the time of application.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.      

13/04/2017WRD01800Immigration Status

13/04/2017WRD0190060. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
stamp 4 can be renewed in the case of a person (details suppled); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19119/17]

13/04/2017WRD02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person concerned has current permission to remain in the State, on Stamp 4 conditions, valid to 
8th June 2019.  This position was notified to the person concerned by letter dated 7th June 2016. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/04/2017WRD02100Immigration Status

13/04/2017WRD0220061. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if temporary residency status can be conferred in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19123/17]

13/04/2017WRD02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that cor-
respondence issued to the person mentioned by the Deputy on 15 March 2017 advising them 
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of their options regarding the extension of their permission to remain in the State.  The person 
concerned arrived in the State on 1 November 2014 and was registered under student conditions 
until 5 December 2016.  It is open to them to renew their student permission or to apply for a 
work permit if it is their intention to take up full time employment. 

If they have secured a work permit they can submit an application to INIS for temporary 
permission to facilitate the processing of a permit.  The Deputy will be aware that the issuing of 
Work Permits is a matter for the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  

Might I remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of Parliamentary Question process.  The 
Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, 
in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.    

13/04/2017WRD02400Immigration Status

13/04/2017WRD0250062. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the current or expected eligibility in respect of residency or naturalisation in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19125/17]

13/04/2017WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it is 
not possible to identify the person referred to by the Deputy.  If the Deputy can provide further 
more detailed information, I will have the matter investigated further.

Might I remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of Parliamentary Question process.  The 
Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, 
in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.      

13/04/2017WRD02700Immigration Status

13/04/2017WRD0280063. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the current or expected status or entitlement and eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19126/17]

13/04/2017WRD02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
records indicate that the person referred to by the Deputy is in fact an Irish citizen, having been 
presented with a Certificate of Naturalisation at a citizenship ceremony held at the Convention 
Centre in Dublin on 4 July 2014. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
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response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.      

13/04/2017WRD03000Family Reunification Applications

13/04/2017WRD0310064. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when family reunification will issue in the case of persons (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19129/17]

13/04/2017WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that ap-
plications for residency for the above named persons have been received and are currently 
receiving attention. Decisions on their status should be made very shortly.

Might I remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail 
facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.     

13/04/2017WRD03300Immigration Status

13/04/2017WRD0340065. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if provision can be made to facilitate residency or travel documentation to facilitate a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19130/17]

13/04/2017WRD03500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that my re-
ply to PQ number 66 on 2 February 2017 relating to the person concerned remains unchanged.  
However, if the person concerned requires an urgent decision for humanitarian reasons they 
may submit these reasons along with supporting documentation to INIS and the case will be 
considered on those grounds.

Might I remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of Parliamentary Question process.  The 
Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, 
in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/04/2017WRD03600Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRD0370066. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure 
across her department; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19289/17]

13/04/2017WRD03800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Gov-
ernment’s Capital Plan provides for capital investment in the Justice Sector of some €875 mil-
lion over the lifetime of the Plan, approximately €400 million of which relates to ICT expen-
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diture.

As the Deputy will be aware, a significant proportion relates to ICT infrastructure in respect 
of a number of bodies under the aegis of my Department, including the Irish Prisons Service, 
the Courts Service, Property Registration Authority and an Garda Síochána. As the Deputy will 
be aware, these bodies have their own Votes, separate to my Department’s Vote.  

Irish Prison Service

The capital budget for IT infrastructure has allowed the Irish Prison Service to enhance 
CCTV systems, upgrade prisoner telephone systems, improve security, enhance prisoner infor-
mation systems and educational services available to prisoners.   €1.3 million was spent in 2016 
and there has been no expenditure to 31 March 2017 from a budget of €0.980 million.  

Courts Service

The capital budget allocation for ICT in 2017 is €10.32m.  As of 31 March 2017, €1.38m 
of this allocation has been spent.  This is slightly below expectation (€1.97m) due to timing of 
invoices.  Of the €10.32m allocation, €3m has been allocated to the ICT requirements in respect 
of seven court building projects due to be completed this year under PPP.  Additional capital 
spending for the Courts Service includes general systems maintenance, support and software 
licenses which will cost €3.59m.  An ongoing programme of replacing legacy systems and re-
freshing equipment will cost a further €2.34m.  A total of €890k has been allocated for enhance-
ments to various Courts Service case management applications (including the Criminal System, 
a Register for the Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator, eLicensing, Personal Insolvency, Small 
Claims, Court of Appeal, Supreme Court and Family Law).  In addition €500,000 has been al-
located for General Telecommunications including rollout of the Government Cloud Network.

Property Registration Authority

The capital budget allocation for ICT in the Property Registration Authority (PRA) is 
€560,000 in each year 2016 and 2017, totalling €1.12m. Expenditure to date totals €242,208 
which is lower than expected due to procedural delays around procurement.  However, a num-
ber of projects are being pursued in 2017, most significantly an ICT infrastructure upgrade 
project which is on schedule.  

An Garda Síochána

The most significant level of funding provided under the capital plan for information tech-
nology infrastructure in respect of bodies under the aegis of the Department of Justice and 
Equality has been provided to An Garda Síochána.  Detailed information in relation to funding 
provided under the capital plan for information technology infrastructure for An Garda Sío-
chána is outlined in my response to Question Number 34-39 of today’s date.

Department of Justice and Equality

My Department also operates an Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 
shared service under a managed service contract servicing 3000 users across the Department 
as well as many of the agencies under its aegis.  This contract also covers the provision of in-
frastructure, which is therefore not accounted for in the capital budget. The Department has a 
limited capital budget to cover hardware not encompassed by the managed service contract  for 
example in respect of PCs and network equipment. The yearly capital expenditure budget for 
2017 is €350,000 of which approximately €30,000 has been invoiced to date.    
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13/04/2017WRD03900NAMA Operations

13/04/2017WRD0400067. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the amount of funding provided 
under the capital plan for the NAMA 4,500 new residential units in the Dublin area; the amount 
spent to date; the number of homes completed; the number of homes to be provided from 2017 
onwards; the cost of these; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18786/17]

13/04/2017WRD04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA’s commercial funding activities 
with respect to housing delivery are referenced in the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
Plan (2016-2021) under “Non Exchequer Investment”.  In other words, such funding has not 
been provided under the Capital Plan nor through direct Exchequer expenditure.  Rather, it is 
provided by NAMA in line with its commercial mandate under Section 10 of the NAMA Act. 
NAMA’s commercial activities, including asset management plans to facilitate housing on sites 
securing its loans, are decisions for the independent NAMA Board and are funded entirely from 
NAMA’s own resources. 

As outlined in the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Plan (2016-2021), NAMA planned 
to fund the delivery of 4,500 new homes in the three years to end-2016.  This target was ex-
ceeded and some 4,700 units have been delivered by end-2016 by NAMA debtors and receivers 
and funded by NAMA.

In October 2015 NAMA committed to facilitate and to fund the delivery of up to 20,000 
units, assuming commercial viability, on sites securing its loans in the period October 2015 
to end-2020.  In this regard, NAMA is funding and construction has begun, or will begin this 
year, on sites which will ultimately deliver another 2,148 units.  An additional 7,300 units have 
received planning permission and planning applications have been lodged, or are anticipated to 
be lodged within the year, for another 10,000 units.

I am advised that NAMA originally allowed for €5.6 billion in funding, with peak funding 
of up to €1.8 billion, for its residential funding programme if required.  However, NAMA do not 
anticipate reaching such funding levels given the proceeds from the sale of completed projects 
are being recycled to fund new commercially viable residential projects.

It is also very important to understand that NAMA is not itself a developer.  Rather, NAMA 
is ensuring the delivery of these units through continued work with its existing debtors to agree 
development plans, secure/alter planning permission and funding the delivery of these residen-
tial units on a commercial basis.  Furthermore, NAMA only extends funding to willing NAMA 
debtors and receivers on commercial arms-length terms where there is an expectation that such 
funding will enhance NAMA’s recovery on the loan.  NAMA requires that the projected return 
resulting from the provision of additional funding must be the value maximising strategy for 
the asset and this is fully in accordance with Section 10 of the NAMA Act.  This means NAMA 
will facilitate the funding of development of only those sites that are commercially viable and 
where site development will deliver a better recovery than the sale of the undeveloped site.  
Where NAMA provides funding to facilitate development by its debtors or receivers, it is pro-
vided at appropriate market rates of interest on the expectation that it will be repaid in full.

For additional information on NAMA’s residential delivery I would refer the Deputy to 
NAMA’s 2016 Year End Review, available via the NAMA website: www.nama.ie/fileadmin/
user_upload/NAMA_-_End_of_year_Review_2016.pdf.  NAMA will also publish its 2016 An-
nual Report and Accounts in June, which will provide further details on its activity to date and 
future plans.
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13/04/2017WRD04200Connectivity Fund

13/04/2017WRD0430068. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the amount of funding provided 
under the capital plan for the connectivity fund; the amount spent to date; the progress which 
has been made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18834/17]

13/04/2017WRD04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would refer the Deputy to my response 
to his question, which I answered on Thursday 6 April last, where I set out how the Ireland 
Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF), which manages the Connectivity Fund, seeks to support the 
objectives of the Capital Plan.  The Capital Plan itself is a matter for my colleague the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and the other Government Departments concerned.     

In my recent response I informed the Deputy that in accordance with its double bottom line 
mandate to invest, on a commercial basis, to create employment and economic growth in Ire-
land, ISIF’s investment strategy and its activities are closely aligned with and support Govern-
ment policy across a wide range of areas, including: housing, the agri-sector, communications 
and energy.

ISIF has already committed €2.7 billion and it acts as a catalyst for other investors to invest 
in Irish projects.  This includes a commitment of €361 million to Infrastructure investment es-
sential to the future competitiveness of the Irish economy.  In addition, ISIF’s ability to attract 
co-investment from the private sector means that €7 billion of total investment has been com-
mitted up to end December 2016.

Only a certain amount of any capital investment programme can be deliverable via either 
direct Government expenditure or traditional, proven sources of commercial investment such 
as PPPs.  Therefore, in the course of implementing its investment strategy and conducting its 
activities, ISIF has been playing an important role, as both an investor and as a catalyst for pri-
vate investment, in respect of the capital plan, Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment, 2016-2021. 

As a public fund, it is important to the ISIF’s success that the commercial investment deci-
sions taken under its mandate are consistent with Government policy.  In this regard, ISIF’s in-
vestment policy dovetails with Government policy while also, critically, maintaining the com-
mercial mandate which is at ISIF’s core.

In this way, ISIF plays an important role as a key link between Government, semi-State bod-
ies and the private sector.  Such a strategic position is important for the continued investment in 
Ireland’s infrastructure and, indeed our future economic growth and expansion. 

Turning to the Connectivity Fund specifically it was established as a sub-fund of the Ireland 
Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) to invest the €335 million proceeds from the sale of the State’s 
shareholding in Aer Lingus with the aim of enabling and enhancing Ireland’s physical, virtual 
and energy connectivity.

As at 31 March 2017 the ISIF has completed the first two investments from this fund with 
a combined value of €57m.

-  ISIF announced a $25 million (c. €22 million) equity investment in Aqua Comms DAC, 
the operator of Ireland’s first dedicated subsea fibre-optic network.  The cable lands in Killala 
County Mayo and interconnects New York, Dublin and London.  Aqua Comms is a provider of 
data connectivity and bandwidth infrastructure services for content providers, cloud-based net-
works, data centres, IT companies and the global media. Its network will be used by major mul-
tinational technology and telecoms companies to provide fast, secure data connections between 
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Ireland, the US and UK and will enable the continued growth of the Irish digital economy.

-  ISIF also rolled an existing (National Pensions Reserve Fund) commitment in daa plc’s 
public bond, which was issued in 2008 (repayable in 2018), into a €35 million commitment 
in a new 2028 public bond issuance by daa, the operator of Dublin and Cork Airports.  This 
continues ISIF’s role as a long-term, strategic, domestic investor in daa.  Given the nature of 
the underlying business of daa, and the fact that the new bond issuance provides the underpin-
ning long-term financing for the company, the ISIF commitment to the 2028 bond is considered 
suited to inclusion under the Connectivity Fund.

Several other Connectivity Fund investment opportunities are currently being assessed un-
der the ISIF’s “double bottom line” mandate, which is to seek both commercial return and 
economic impact.  These connectivity opportunities include potential investments in energy, 
air, sea and further data connectivity projects and businesses seeking to expand and enhance 
Ireland’s international links.

13/04/2017WRD04500Fuel Rebate Scheme

13/04/2017WRD0460069. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Finance the subsidies available for 
those using diesel; and his plans to alter these schemes in view of moves in other jurisdictions 
to move away from diesel. [18856/17]

13/04/2017WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In Ireland, diesel used for certain social 
or commercial reasons can attract a lower rate of tax.  This lower rate of tax could be consid-
ered a subsidy.  Currently, subsidies are limited to Marked Gas Oil, a Disabled Drivers and 
Passengers Fuel Grant and the Fuel Rebate Scheme.  A differential in the rate of excise applied 
to petrol and that applied to diesel exists, however, this is historic in nature and is due to diesel 
being the traditional fuel of business.

Marked Gas Oil incurs a reduced excise rate due to its limited uses such as in agriculture, 
commercial fishing, and home heating.  The Disabled Drivers and Passengers Fuel Grant pro-
vides financial assistance to qualifying disabled road users to ensure their continued mobility 
and independence.

A relief on mineral oil tax paid on auto-diesel purchased within the State by qualifying pas-
senger transport operators, known as the diesel rebate scheme, was introduced in July 2013.  The 
repayment amount is calculated by reference to a sliding scale based on the average price at 
which auto-diesel is available for purchase during a repayment period.  The maximum relief is 
7.5 cents per litre for fuel purchased at €1.54 or over and no relief applies where the purchase 
price is €1.23 or less.  Full details on the requirements for qualifying road transport operators in 
relation to repayments under the scheme are available on Revenue’s website at www.revenue.
ie/en/tax/excise/diesel-rebate-scheme. 

The reduced rate of excise duty on diesel, when compared with petrol, is due to diesel be-
ing the traditional fuel of business.  Larger transport vehicles such as heavy goods vehicles, up 
until recently, had no viable alternative and therefore enjoyed a reduced rate. 

The excise rates are examined each year as part of the Budgetary process. 

13/04/2017WRD04800Primary Medical Certificates Data

13/04/2017WRD0490070. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance the amount of money drawn 
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down by county for primary medical certificates for 2015 and 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabu-
lar form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18886/17]

13/04/2017WRD05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand from the question that 
the Deputy is looking for the cost of the Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Scheme, which is available to holders of a Primary Medical Certificate, broken down on a 
county by county basis, for 2015, 2016 and to date in 2017.  Unfortunately, statistics are not 
available on this basis, however, the total costs of the scheme for 2015 and 2016 are €50m and 
€65m respectively.  This does not include the revenue foregone to the Local Government Fund 
in respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  Figures are not 
yet available for 2017. 

13/04/2017WRD05100Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRD0520071. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance if he travelled abroad as part of the 
St Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the duration of the trip; the cost of 
the trip including travel and accommodation in addition to other expenses incurred; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18895/17]

13/04/2017WRD05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I travelled to Malaysia and Singapore as 
part of the Government’s programme of overseas visits for St Patrick’s Day.  My trip consisted 
of a three night visit to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (13-16 March) and a three night visit to Sin-
gapore (16   19 March).  The full cost of the trip is currently being finalised by my Department 
as final invoices for some aspects of the trip have yet to be received.  The approximate costs are 
as follows:

Expense Item Total
Flights €3,145.60
Hotels* €922.75
Internal Travel* (**) €731.12
Subsistence €546.08
Total €5,345.55

*Figures are approximate as final invoices have not yet been received
** Cost relates to car hire for the delegation

St. Patrick’s Day is a unique opportunity for us to engage with and communicate our ongo-
ing support for Irish citizens and those of Irish descent living overseas. 

My visit to Malaysia provided an opportunity to bolster Ireland’s bilateral relationship with 
Malaysia and to engage with business, community and official contacts.  Given the local po-
litical and business culture in Malaysia, Ministerial visits are essential in securing high-level 
access to the Government, in raising Ireland’s profile and in expanding our network of contacts. 

My visit to Singapore presented an excellent opportunity to promote Ireland, to one of the 
wealthiest States in the world, as an attractive English-speaking location within the euro area 
for investment and as a source for quality goods and services, whether advanced technology, 
financial services, education, food or tourism. 

13/04/2017WRE00200Tax Credits
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13/04/2017WRE0030072. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person’s (details sup-
plied) tax credits are affected by the person’s widow’s pension payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18905/17]

13/04/2017WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a widow’s 
pension is taxable income. In the case of the person concerned, I am advised that the taxable 
income taken into account by Revenue has included the widow’s pension payment since she 
was first in receipt of the payment in 2008 and there has been no change in that position.

If the person concerned requires any further clarification on any aspect of her tax credits she 
should contact her local Revenue District in Kilkenny who will be happy to assist her.

13/04/2017WRE00500Motor Insurance Coverage

13/04/2017WRE0060073. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position on insurance 
companies charging extra for motor insurance policies in situations in which the policyholder is 
70 years of age or over; if the Central Bank has plans to tackle this issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18916/17]

13/04/2017WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the 
pricing level that they should apply to particular categories of individuals.  

I am advised that insurers use a combination of rating factors in making their individual 
decisions on whether to offer cover and what terms to apply.  These terms can include the age 
of the driver, as well as the type and age of car, the claims record, driving experience and pen-
alty points of the driver, the number of drivers, how the car is used, etc.  My understanding is 
that insurers do not all use the same combination of rating factors, and as a result prices and 
availability of cover varies across the market. In addition, insurance companies will price in 
accordance with their own past claims experience.  

Finally, the Deputy should note that Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information 
Service for those who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  
Insurance Ireland can be contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.

13/04/2017WRE00800Bank Charges

13/04/2017WRE0090074. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Finance the reason banks provid-
ing merchant services to retailers have not passed on the reduction of the bank interchange rate 
to their customers following budget 2016 and in the Finance Act 2015; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18939/17]

13/04/2017WRE0100075. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Finance his plans to ensure banks 
providing merchant services to retailers pass on the reduction of the bank interchange rate to 
their customers given by the Minister in budget 2016 and in the Finance Act 2015; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [18940/17]

13/04/2017WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 74 and 
75 together.

In Budget 2016, I introduced measures to support retailers by reducing costs and incentiv-
ising electronic payments. I also announced an increase in the limit on contactless payments 
from €15 to €30 and reformed stamp duty to remove it from debit cards; replacing it with a 12c 
charge per ATM transaction though with a cap to ensure no consumer would be worse off.

In addition, I made changes to interchange fees faced by retailers accepting cards. I an-
nounced that an EU regulation would halve the interchange fee charged to retailers to 30 basis 
points for credit cards and that I was halving the corresponding fee for domestic consumer debit 
cards to 10 basis points. These changes came into effect on 9 December 2015 and significantly 
reduce the costs of accepting card payments, as interchange fees make up part of the overall 
charges collected by acquirers from retailers. 

An acquirer is a financial services company (e.g. a bank, bank subsidiary or payment in-
stitution) which manages the account and relationship between a retailer and the various card 
schemes. All acquirers in Ireland are independent commercial entities and I have no statutory 
role in relation to the charges applied by acquirers, other than setting caps on interchange fees 
as I have done. Acquiring is a competitive market and I am aware that there have been devel-
opments in the market, and that a range of options is available to merchants from which to 
choose. The most appropriate option will depend on their circumstances, and retailers in general 
could stand to benefit from shopping around for lower rates from acquirers for accepting cards.

13/04/2017WRE01200Help-To-Buy Scheme Data

13/04/2017WRE0130076. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to date in 2017 and 
in previous years of the help-to-buy scheme. [18970/17]

13/04/2017WRE01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Help to Buy incentive aims to both 
assist those first-time buyers struggling to save for the deposit required to purchase a home, as 
well as incentivising additional building and the provision of extra housing stock. At Budget 
time, my officials estimated that the Help to Buy incentive would cost €40 million per annum 
but €50 million in 2017, due to the backdating of the relief in respect of properties which be-
came eligible for the scheme since 19 July 2016. The scheme did not give rise to an Exchequer 
cost prior to 2017.

To avail of the incentive involves two stages. Stage 1 is the Application Stage, wherein pro-
spective applicants can query whether they qualify for the incentive. They can also get clarity 
on the maximum amount of rebate they could potentially benefit from, based on their tax paid 
in a four-year period. Stage 2 is the Claims Stage, wherein applicants that decide to proceed 
with purchasing or building a qualifying property must provide documentary evidence of the 
relevant property transaction or their mortgage draw down.

As of 6 April 2017, Revenue has received 5,018 applications to Stage 1 of the Help to Buy 
incentive. Of these, 1,149 Stage 2 claims have been created to date. 665 of these have been ap-
proved, at a total estimated cost to the Exchequer to date in the order of €10.2 million.

The deputy may wish to know that Revenue regularly publishes statistics on the Help to Buy 
incentive (including the estimated cost of the incentive) at
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http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/htb-incentive-stats.html

13/04/2017WRE01500Banking Sector Remuneration

13/04/2017WRE0160077. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on a situation in 
which a bank (details supplied) is seeking a dispensation to pay the new chief executive officer 
more than the €500,000 salary cap and or build in a bonus or long term incentive scheme into 
their contract. [19001/17]

13/04/2017WRE0170078. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when he expects a bank (details 
supplied) to appoint a new chief executive officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19002/17]

13/04/2017WRE0180079. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a bank (details supplied) is 
engaging a recruitment agency or other external parties to mange the process of appointing a 
new chief executive officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19003/17]

13/04/2017WRE0190080. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will use his influence as a 
shareholder in the appointment of a new chief executive officer at a bank (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19004/17]

13/04/2017WRE02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 77 to 
80, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, Bank of Ireland is an independent listed company on the Irish and 
London Stock Exchanges and must abide by stock exchange rules and best practice in relation 
to the dissemination of price sensitive information. In the bank’s recent Stock Exchange an-
nouncement the current Group CEO confirmed his intention to step down from his role. It also 
stated that a succession planning process is now underway. In relation to the Deputy’s questions 
on the process being followed including likely timing of an appointment and the engagement 
of external parties, BOI has confirmed that a further announcement will be made to the Stock 
Exchange at the appropriate time. For the benefit of the Deputy, the Stock Exchange announce-
ment already issued by BOI can be found at the following link:

  https://investorrelations.bankofireland.com//wp-content/assets/CEO-intention-to-step-
down-24.03.2017.pdf

In addition, BOI has provided details of the selection process for all appointments to the 
Board on page 146 of its 2016 Annual Report which can be found at the following link:

  https://investorrelations.bankofireland.com//wp-content/assets/BOI-Annual-Report-2016.
pdf

 On the matter of remuneration, given the State’s minority shareholding in the bank, and the 
terms of the outgoing CEO’s remuneration package, should the bank’s preferred candidate be 
an external individual of the required calibre and with the necessary experience for the role, I 
am willing to consider an exception to the pay cap. However as no proposal has been presented 
to me, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on the matter at this point in time.

In relation to using my influence as a shareholder in the appointment, I would highlight for 
the Deputy that it is the responsibility solely of the Board of the bank to run the process and 
to ensure that the best candidate is chosen in the best interests of all shareholders. Following 
the appointment, I will be entitled to vote, as a 14% minority shareholder, on the election and 
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subsequent re-election of the CEO to the Board as part of the bank’s Annual General Meeting 
process, as is the case with all other directors of the Bank.

13/04/2017WRE02100Tax Collection Forecasts

13/04/2017WRE0220081. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the reason for the apparent con-
tradiction in the growth of employment and the reduced income tax take in 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19040/17]

13/04/2017WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring 
to the income tax yield in the first quarter of 2017.   The income tax performance in 2016 was 
solid with receipts of €19,169 million recorded, finishing the year 0.9 per cent or €174 million 
above target.   This represented a strong year-on-year increase of 4.4 per cent or €810 million.  

In relation to the first quarter of 2017, the position is that income tax recorded annual growth 
of 1.4 per cent or €62 million in the year to-end-March.  However, income tax receipts of 
€4,417 million were 3.9 per cent below profile.  The shortfall against target is attributable across 
a range of income tax components. 

It is important to point out that income tax encompasses a broad range of components, 
some of which are not directly impacted by employment or wage developments. These include 
Deposit Interest Retention Tax, Life Assurance Exit Tax, Dividend Withholding Tax and Back 
Duty, with some of these components having a drag on the overall income tax receipts in the 
first quarter of 2017.    

The Revenue Commissioners inform me the PAYE component of USC is €63 million or 
7 per cent below profile, which represents a year-on-year decrease of 12 per cent (€107 mil-
lion).  The Deputy will appreciate that a reduction in USC was expected in 2017 given the 
measures I introduced in Budget 2017.  Notwithstanding this, the performance of USC is lower 
than expected and the Revenue Commissioners, along with officials from my Department, are 
looking into the matter.

Furthermore, it should be noted that we were in a similar position at the end of the first 
quarter in 2016   income tax was up 2.7 per cent (€114 million) year on-year, but down 3.4 
per cent (€153 million versus profile).   However, due to a pick-up in receipts throughout the 
remainder of year, income tax finished 2016 ahead of target.

In terms of consistency with employment growth, I would point out that PAYE is up 6 per 
cent and PRSI is up 7 per cent in the first quarter compared to the same period last year, both of 
which indicate that employment continues to grow strongly.  

Finally, I would highlight that, with just three months tax data, it remains too early to dis-
cern any firm trends.

13/04/2017WRE02400NAMA Property Sales

13/04/2017WRE0250082. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the details of the sales pro-
cess engaged in by NAMA in respect of a project (details supplied); if the process was an open 
and competitive process; the number of bidders or potential bidders that were involved in dif-
ferent stages in the process; if a restricted number of parties were invited to make offers; the 
actual number of parties that were invited to make a bid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19046/17]
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13/04/2017WRE0260083. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if NAMA debtors had en-
gagement with the bidders prior to the sale of a NAMA project (details supplied) being fi-
nalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19047/17]

13/04/2017WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 82 and 
83 together.

The Deputy will be aware that Section 9 of the NAMA Act provides that NAMA is inde-
pendent in the performance of its functions and that, under Section 10 of the Act, its primary 
objective is to obtain the best achievable financial return for the State from its acquired loan 
portfolio. The NAMA Board exercises its judgement as to how best to fulfil its Section 10 ob-
jective bearing in mind the particular facts and complexities associated with each decision with 
which it is faced. 

I am advised by NAMA that the Project Tolka loan sale was a complex transaction compris-
ing the loans of a number of major debtor connections and encompassing a total of 186 obli-
gors. I am further advised that preparatory work in relation to the sale took at least two years 
and that NAMA considered a range of disposal options by reference to its Section 10 objective.  
The full cooperation of the debtors was key to achieving the maximum value of the portfolio 
given the complexities involved.

I am advised that this preparatory phase involved consideration of a range of options to 
maximise disposal proceeds including consideration of various approaches by potential pur-
chasers which had been made directly to the major debtor connections to acquire some or all 
of their assets. The debtor connections extensively consulted with NAMA regarding options 
for the portfolio including identification of potential parties for inclusion on a panel of credible 
bidders in the event of a loan sale. 

NAMA advise that sixteen potential acquirers were initially considered, seven of which were 
not included in the list of potential bidders based on advice from the loan sales adviser, Eastdil 
Secured, as to their appetite and suitability for a portfolio of this type. I am further advised that 
NAMA, acting on the advice of its loan sale adviser and legal advisers, and the debtor connec-
tions agreed a list of nine potential credible bidders based on a number of criteria including 
financial capacity, experience in purchasing and managing similar portfolios and their interest 
in investing in assets similar to the underlying secured assets in the Tolka portfolio. 

I am advised that NAMA initiated a targeted marketing process for the sale of the portfolio 
based on the advice of its loan sales adviser that, by comparison with all other disposal options, 
such an approach would significantly enhance the proceeds generated for NAMA. NAMA is 
prohibited by law from disclosing confidential information in relation to debtors and their as-
sets and is therefore constrained from disclosing the particular considerations which formed the 
basis for the adviser’s recommendation that a targeted marketing process would maximise the 
State’s return in this particular instance.  

I am advised by NAMA that after the Project Tolka loan sale process commenced, bidders 
were precluded, under the terms of confidentiality agreements with NAMA, from contacting 
debtors without the written consent of NAMA or its loan sale adviser. I am advised that no such 
consent was sought.  

I am advised that the loans sales adviser engaged with six of the potential credible bidders 
to ascertain their level of interest in bidding for the portfolio. Following this consultation, three 
potential bidders were selected based on their interest in the portfolio and on their willingness 
to meet NAMA’s minimum reserve price for the portfolio. The minimum reserve price had been 
established by reference to up-to-date independent valuations of the underlying secured assets. 
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NAMA’s adviser confirmed to NAMA that the short-listed panel of bidders was sufficient 
to ensure a competitive process and that the short-listed parties had sufficient funds to complete 
the transaction. I am advised that the process was predicated on the receipt of three competitive 
bids and would not have completed unless three such bids were received.

Finally, I am advised that a high level of competitive tension was generated throughout 
the sales process and that three bids were received on the advised bid date for the transaction. 
NAMA accepted the highest bid which  exceeded its minimum reserve price and independent 
valuations for the portfolio.

  Question No. 84 withdrawn.

13/04/2017WRE02900Bank Branch Closures

13/04/2017WRE0300085. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to have discussions 
with the banking sector on the provision of additional financial services through An Post, in 
view of the concerns in rural communities wherein bank branches are closing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19081/17]

13/04/2017WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I should stress at the outset that the Irish 
Government has no formal role in the commercial decisions of the banks as to their future busi-
ness model and whether or not they will close particular branches. This is a matter for the Board 
and Management of the bank itself. 

That said, I expect that any bank closing branches will do everything that it can to mitigate 
the impacts of the branch closures on local communities, including technology and the use of 
alternative means of service delivery. I also expect that the bank will ensure that customers 
are kept informed about developments and provided with the appropriate assistance to move 
branches, switch to other banks and avail of alternative means of accessing financial services. 
The Central Bank will also have a role in ensuring that consumer protection rules are followed.

In the context of the recently announced closures, I understand that Ulster Bank intends 
extending its services with An Post to include cash and cheque lodgements for personal and 
business customers where the bank is closing branches.

13/04/2017WRE03200Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

13/04/2017WRE0330086. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to improve the con-
ditions and criteria for the primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19088/17]

13/04/2017WRE03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT, up to a certain limit, 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;
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-  be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

-  be without both hands or without both arms;

-  be without one or both legs;

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

-  have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria. A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required under the Regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Scheme. An 
unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the 
individual. The Regulations mandate that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the 
exercise of its functions to ensure the integrity of its clinical determinations.

The criteria to qualify for the Scheme are necessarily precise and specific.  After six months 
a citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and fuel grant provided for members of the Scheme, the Scheme represented 
a cost of €65 million in 2016. This does not include the revenue foregone to the Local Govern-
ment Fund in respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities and that the relief has been maintained at current levels throughout the cri-
sis despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation. From time to time I receive rep-
resentations from individuals who feel they would benefit from the Scheme but do not qualify 
under the six criteria. While I have sympathy for these cases, given the scale and scope of the 
Scheme, I have no plans to expand the medical criteria beyond the six currently provided for in 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

13/04/2017WRE03500Tax Code

13/04/2017WRE0360087. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance the policy on taxing income gener-
ated from solar panels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19112/17]

13/04/2017WRE03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Where a person is generating electricity 
from solar panels and sells that electricity into the national grid the income from such activity 
would, in general, be considered a business activity and accordingly the income would be as-
sessed as trading income chargeable under Case I of Schedule D.  In cases where the generation 
of electricity is primarily for own use, and only surplus electricity is sold on an intermittent 
basis, the income from the sale of the surplus electricity would be assessed under Case IV of 
Schedule D.

Where land is leased to persons engaged in the generation of electricity from solar panels 
the income from such letting is assessed under Case V of Schedule D.
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In the case of an individual, the profit to be assessed to tax under Case I, IV or V of Schedule 
D, as appropriate, is the net income after deduction of allowable expenses.  The profit will be 
assessed to income tax at the individual’s marginal rate of tax and, in addition, will be subject 
to USC and PRSI, as determined by his or her total taxable income in the relevant tax year.

I stated at the Report Stage of Finance Bill 2016 that the taxation issues relating to the use 
of solar panels required careful consideration as there were several interconnected issues at play 
surrounding taxation, the environment and a sustainable energy policy. An inter-departmental 
group is examining these issues and I await their deliberations and recommendations. 

13/04/2017WRE03800Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRE0390088. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the amount of funding provided 
under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure across his Department; 
the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19287/17]

13/04/2017WRE04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Capital Plan includes an amount 
of €25m for the Finance Vote Group. This comprises an allocation of €2m for the Department 
of Finance and €23m for the Office of the Revenue Commissioners which is provided to cover 
both the information technology infrastructure and any project development work provided for 
within the strategic plans of these organisations for each of the years in question.

Continued investment in information and communications technology (ICT) has been a 
major driver of productivity growth in Revenue, as well as enabling better service levels for the 
public. Every year, Revenue needs to develop and implement a series of ICT projects to ensure 
its ICT can support any budgetary and national or EU legislative changes very frequently within 
tight timeframes. 

The amount spent on information technology infrastructure by the Department of Finance 
and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners in 2016 and to date in 2017 is set out in the fol-
lowing table:

 - 2016 2017 to date
Department of Finance €352,054  €10,964
Office of the Revenue Com-
missioners

€15.5m  €2.6m

I would like to advise the Deputy that ICT services and IT Infrastructure services for the 
Department of Finance are provided by the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer 
(OGCIO) under the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. On behalf of my Depart-
ment, the OGCIO implements a multi-layered approach to managing and protecting departmen-
tal ICT systems, applications, infrastructures, and services.

13/04/2017WRE04100Apprenticeship Data

13/04/2017WRE0420089. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to increase 
the number of persons enrolled in apprenticeships (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19033/17]

13/04/2017WRE04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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As the Deputy is aware, in order to be registered as an apprentice by SOLAS, a person must be 
employed by an approved employer in one of the 27 craft trades. Recruitment to apprenticeship 
is therefore driven by employers rather than by SOLAS or by education and training provid-
ers.  The 2014 Review of Apprenticeship in Ireland acknowledged that the number of women 
employed in craft apprenticeships is low as they operate in sectors that have traditionally low 
levels of female employment. SOLAS offers a bursary to employers to encourage them to em-
ploy female apprentices in these areas. Despite this the number of female apprentices remains 
low.

Currently the Apprenticeship Council is overseeing the expansion of the apprenticeship sys-
tem into a range of new areas, following a call for proposals from employers and education and 
training providers.  In recent months, we have seen the first of these new apprenticeships with 
the new Insurance Practitioner Apprenticeship launching in September 2016 and the Industrial 
Electrical Engineer Apprenticeship commencing in November 2016.  13 further new appren-
ticeships will get underway in 2017, many of which are in sectors where there is a different 
gender balance in the workplace and I am confident that this will lead to a strong increase in 
female participation when these new apprenticeships are launched. 

As set out in the recently published Action Plan to Extend Apprenticeship and Traineeship 
in Ireland 2016-2020, my Department will, in conjunction with SOLAS, review the pathways 
to participation in apprenticeship in a range of diverse groups, including female participation, 
in light of the broadening of the apprenticeship system into new areas. The review will be com-
pleted in 2018 and any recommendations made will be implemented immediately.

As part of the plan to expand apprenticeship, SOLAS will introduce a new branding and 
marketing campaign which will, in particular, focus on attracting more women to take up ap-
prenticeships.

13/04/2017WRE04400Education Funding

13/04/2017WRE0450090. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding was pro-
vided for in the capital plan to provide an additional 19,000 primary school places; the funding 
spent to date; the number of places made available under the capital plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18742/17]

13/04/2017WRE0460091. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding pro-
vided for in the capital plan to provide an additional 43,000 post-primary school places; the 
funding spent to date; the number of places made available under the capital plan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18743/17]

13/04/2017WRE0470092. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding pro-
vided for in the capital plan to replace existing prefab accommodation with permanent class-
rooms; the funding spent to date; the number of prefab classrooms replaced; the number yet to 
be replaced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18744/17]

13/04/2017WRE0480093. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding pro-
vided for in the capital plan for ongoing refurbishment projects across the school system; the 
funding spent to date; the projects which have been and will be funded by this; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18745/17]

13/04/2017WRE0490097. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding pro-
vided for in the capital plan for energy efficient schools; the funding spent to date; the number 
of schools that have and will receive funding respectively under the capital plan; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [18749/17]

13/04/2017WRE05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 90 to 93, inclusive and 97 together.

In September 2015 the Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2016-
2021 (The Capital Plan) was announced.  The Plan provides €3.8 billion in direct Exchequer 
funding for investment in primary, second and third level education facilities, combining the 
upgrade and extension of existing educational infrastructure and the provision of new buildings. 

The Capital Plan follows on from the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012-2016 Me-
dium Term Exchequer Framework. The Deputy will appreciate that several large scale projects 
and various schemes signalled during the period of the Medium Term Exchequer Framework 
are on-going and will only be finalised during the early years of the current Plan.

In November 2015 310 large scale school building projects were announced by my Depart-
ment. With the exception of 14 new schools, the remainder are in respect of large scale exten-
sions and/or refurbishment projects. The combination of new schools and large scale extensions 
will deliver the additional 62,000 school places (43,000 Post-Primary school places plus 19,000 
Primary school places) over the lifetime of the Plan. 

The expectation is that the completion of large scale projects on an annual basis over the 
lifetime of the Plan will be consistent with results from both 2015 and 2016 when 50 large scale 
projects were completed each year.  In 2015 a total of 27 new schools and 23 large scale exten-
sions were completed while in 2016 a total of 30 new schools and 20 large scale extensions 
were completed. The 2015 completions provided 13,405 additional permanent school places 
while the 2016 completions provided 15,290 permanent school places. Although this level of 
provision is expected to reduce in the latter years of the Plan due to a lesser demand at Primary 
level for large scale projects to deliver additional school places and a greater emphasis on large 
scale refurbishment projects, the target provision of 62,000 additional school places can still 
be achieved. It should be noted that the announcement in November 2015 also alluded to the 
prospect of requiring new schools post 2018, a prospect that is kept under constant review.

Expenditure on Large Scale Projects in 2016 amounted to just over €334m or 63% of the 
overall capital spend under Subhead D.3 – Building, Equipment and Furnishing of Primary 
and Post-Primary Schools. When combined with the Additional Accommodation Scheme ex-
penditure reaches almost 80% of the 2016 spend under this subhead. This percentage level 
of expenditure on Large Scale Projects is projected to continue throughout the lifetime of the 
Capital Plan.  

All new schools and extensions are constructed in accordance with my Department’s de-
sign and technical guidance documents. These documents include guidance on best practice 
in achieving energy efficient schools.  All new school buildings must achieve a top A3 band 
Building Energy Rating (BER). The costs associated with providing such a high level of energy 
efficiency in new school buildings form part of the building works contract and as such are not 
calculated in isolation. 

Over the lifetime of the Capital Plan it is intended to replace all purchased temporary ac-
commodation with permanent accommodation, where the need is established. To enable this 
development, my Department will be carrying out an assessment of the number of prefabs be-
ing used to deliver the curriculum. This will also determine whether or not individual prefabs 
need to be replaced in the context of the long-term accommodation needs of each individual 
school. When completed, this assessment will quantify the number of prefabs to be replaced. 
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A Mid-Term Review of the Capital Plan is currently underway with a final report and rec-
ommendations to be presented to Government in the third quarter of 2017.  My Department 
provided a detailed submission in early March to the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform reflecting the on-going capital requirements of the education sector.

13/04/2017WRF00200Digital Strategy for Schools

13/04/2017WRF0030094. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of the 
€210 million that was provided under the capital plan for the upgrade to school information and 
communication technology and wireless networks which has been spent; the number of schools 
this funding has gone to; the number of schools funding will be provided for; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18746/17]

13/04/2017WRF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Digital Strategy for 
Schools 2015-2020 Enhancing Teaching Learning and Assessment, sets out the Department’s 
vision for embedding ICT in teaching learning and assessment in primary and post-primary 
schools. The Strategy recognises the issues schools face in relation to ICT infrastructure, and 
funding of €210m is committed to address these requirements over the period of the Strategy. 
The first tranche of funding of €30m in respect of the 2016-2017 school year has now been is-
sued to 3,158 primary schools and 666 post-primary schools.

Details of the ICT Infrastructure Grant Scheme in respect of the 2016-2017 school year, 
including eligibility criteria and the methodology applied to calculating the payments, can be 
found on the Department’s website at http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-
Circulars/cl0001_2017.pdf.

13/04/2017WRF00500Third Level Funding

13/04/2017WRF0060095. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of the 
€110 million that was provided under the capital plan for investment in third level sector facili-
ties which has been spent; the number of third level projects which have received this funding; 
the number of third level projects that will receive funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18747/17]

13/04/2017WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The 2016-2021 Capital 
Plan provided direct Exchequer investment of €110m for the higher education sector, in addi-
tion to an existing allocation for the consolidation of the DIT campus at Grangegorman.

€21.5m of the €110m available for higher education under the Capital Plan was provided for 
disbursement in 2016. Following a reallocation of funding late last year, a further €10m was 
provided for capital projects in the higher education sector. This combined funding of €31.5m 
supported a total of 8 projects in the higher education sector, including, for example, the Glucks-
man Library in UL, the Confucius Institute in UCD and development of the Carriganore cam-
pus in Waterford IT. In addition, the Department distributed a devolved grant of €10m among 
the country’s 14 Institutes of Technology, which funded urgent minor works and equipment 
renewal.

Much of the 2017 capital allocation for higher education will be required to deliver on ex-
isting commitments, including further funding tranches to the projects referenced above. The 
distribution of the remaining funds in future years will depend on a number of factors and 
this is being managed very carefully in consultation with the Higher Education Authority. As 
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the Deputy can appreciate, there are many competing demands on the Department’s higher edu-
cation capital budget and any available funding will be considered in that context. 

13/04/2017WRF00800Research Funding Data

13/04/2017WRF0090096. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding that 
was provided for in the capital plan for higher education research facilities; the funding that has 
been spent to date; the number of higher education research facilities that have received funding 
under the capital plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18748/17]

13/04/2017WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The funding provided to 
my Department’s research subhead in 2017 is €40.6 million and funds the work of the Irish Re-
search Council (predominantly funding PhDs students and Post-Doctoral researchers), HEAnet 
and the Irish Centre for High End Computing. This is an increase of €3 million in the annual 
allocation to the subhead for the years 2013 to 2016.

The Programme for Research in Third Level Institutions (PRTLI) has been a core instru-
ment for the development of research infrastructure; building basic research capability and 
helping to drive a strategic approach to research activity in the third level institutions. There 
have been five cycles of PRTLI funding to date, with total investment of some of €1.2 billion. 
This has been invested across the sciences, technologies, social sciences and the humanities.  

Under Innovation 2020, Ireland’s five-year strategy for research and development, a further 
cycle of the PRTLI is to be developed to support investment in research infrastructure, for the 
maintenance and upgrading of existing facilities and equipment. A key element of Cycle 6 will 
also be the development of human capital.

Since 2010 the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation is responsible for the opera-
tion of the PRTLI.

  Question No. 97 answered with Question No. 90.

13/04/2017WRF01200Institutes of Technology

13/04/2017WRF0130098. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of the 
€40 million funding provided for a project (details supplied) which has been spent; the amount 
of funding which has yet to be spent; when the project will be completed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18750/17]

13/04/2017WRF01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The consolidation of the 
DIT campus at Grangegorman represents a flagship infrastructural project for the higher educa-
tion sector in Ireland. Total funding of €90.7m has been allocated towards the project, of which 
€40m was specifically included in the current Capital Plan. 

To date, the capital funding allocated towards the project by the Department has resulted 
in the successful completion of the first phase. This phase includes the installation of primary 
utilities

and services, new public realm work and the opening of the first small tranche of facilities 
for approximately 1,200 staff and students. 

The remaining balance of the allocation is approximately €30m which is fully committed 
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and will be allocated primarily towards costs relating to the development of the central and east 
academic quads, which are to be delivered by PPP. Completion of the academic quads is cur-
rently projected for autumn 2019.

13/04/2017WRF01500Public Private Partnerships Data

13/04/2017WRF0160099. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of the 
€200 million funding for third level sector PPP projects that has been spent; the number of proj-
ects which have been initiated and completed respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18751/17]

13/04/2017WRF01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In late 2016, the Higher 
Education Authority (HEA) commenced a consultation process to update and consolidate the 
information available in relation to priority capital projects in higher education institutions 
(HEIs). The process also provided HEIs with the opportunity to identify those projects which 
they wished to put forward for consideration as part of the forthcoming higher education PPP 
programme, for which €200 million funding is made available under the Capital Plan. 

The responses from HEIs will provide the Department with an up to date and comprehen-
sive understanding of the full scale of capital requirements across the sector over the coming 
years. They will also assist in identifying which projects will be prioritised for both PPP and 
Exchequer funding, in the event that future funding levels permit.

An assessment of the submissions from HEIs is currently underway. Governance arrange-
ments for the PPP programme are currently being put in place, involving this Department, as 
well as the HEA and the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA). It is envisaged that 
initial project selection will take place in the coming months.

13/04/2017WRF01800Schools Building Projects Status

13/04/2017WRF01900100. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills when works at 
a school (details supplied) will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18849/17]

13/04/2017WRF02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers commenced construction in July 2016 and is scheduled for completion in early 
2018.

13/04/2017WRF02100State Examinations

13/04/2017WRF02200101. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18878/17]

13/04/2017WRF02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.
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13/04/2017WRF02400School Libraries

13/04/2017WRF02500102. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the provision 
of a library can be facilitated for a college (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18879/17]

13/04/2017WRF02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The library project re-
ferred to is the Junior Cycle Schools Programme (JCSP) Demonstration Library Project.

My Department is not currently accepting any new applications for the JCSP. The JCSP will 
be subject to a review at a future date when a substantial proportion of the new Framework for 
Junior Cycle is in place.

13/04/2017WRF02700School Accommodation

13/04/2017WRF02800103. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
on an application by a school (details supplied) for funding will be forthcoming; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18884/17]

13/04/2017WRF02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has recently submitted an application to my Department for 
significant capital funding for additional school accommodation. 

The application will be considered and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority 
as soon as the assessment process has been completed.

13/04/2017WRF03000Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRF03100104. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he travelled abroad 
as part of the St Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the duration of the trip; 
the cost of the trip including travel and accommodation in addition to other expenses incurred; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18893/17]

13/04/2017WRF03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): St. Patrick’s Day offers a 
unique opportunity to promote Ireland’s economic and political interests overseas, with levels 
of publicity and media attention unmatched by the national day of any other country. Ministe-
rial visits around this period are organised to ensure that we use this exposure to maximise the 
promotion of Ireland’s trade, tourism and investment interests and to spread a positive message 
about Ireland remaining a committed member of the EU.

As part of the St Patrick’s Day Programme, I travelled to London on 15th March and re-
turned to Ireland on Sunday 19th March 2017. The total cost of my flights was €348.29. There 
were no other travel or accommodation costs and no other expenses were incurred.

During my visit to London for St Patrick’s Day, I met with some key UK Ministers, includ-
ing Secretary of State for Education Justine Greening, Minister of State at the Department for 
Exiting the EU, David Jones and other senior politicians, as well as Irish groups.  I took the op-
portunity to raise all of the Government’s key Brexit priorities and, in particular, those relating 
to education.  The discussions focused primarily on movement of people, North/South issues, 
labour market supply, research and opportunities for Ireland in the post-Brexit era.  These meet-
ings were very positive and gave me a good understanding of the UK Government’s views on 
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the impact of Brexit on Ireland and their desire that the impact on Ireland be minimised. The 
UK Ministers clearly expressed their wish to continue the priority they attach to the close co-
operation and relationship with Ireland and will aim to protect that to the greatest extent pos-
sible after Brexit in the upcoming talks with the EU.  

I also attended some business events focused on Irish enterprises and Irish business people 
in the UK, where I had the opportunity to hear about the challenges and opportunities around 
Brexit.

I also took in a number of cultural and St Patrick’s Day-related events involving the Irish 
community.

13/04/2017WRF03300Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

13/04/2017WRF03400105. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
review the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18911/17]

13/04/2017WRF03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua, the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Board, is an independent statutory body established pursuant to the 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 to oversee the use of the cash contributions of 
up to €110 million, pledged by the religious congregations, to support the needs of survivors 
of institutional child abuse. The processing of individual applications is a matter for Caranua 
itself and my officials have requested Caranua to examine the matter raised by the Deputy and 
to reply to her as soon as possible.

13/04/2017WRF03600Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

13/04/2017WRF03700106. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the portion of 
the funding available to Caranua that has been distributed to persons who have made applica-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18912/17]

13/04/2017WRF03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua is an indepen-
dent statutory body established under the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012. The 
legislation provides that €110 million in contributions from religious congregations will be 
made available to Caranua to help meet the needs of persons who, as children, were abused in 
residential institutions. To date some €97.3 million, comprising contributions and associated in-
terest, have been received from congregations and deposited in the special investment account 
opened by the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) in accordance with section 29 
of the 2012 Act. 

Caranua provides regular updates on its website (www.caranua.ie) in regard to the num-
ber of applications received, the amounts expended by it and related matters. The most recent 
update, which provides figures to 31 December 2016, indicates that in the period from its es-
tablishment in March 2013 to end December 2016 Caranua had expended some €56 million in 
support of former residents.

13/04/2017WRF03900Teaching Council of Ireland

13/04/2017WRF04000107. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
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of an application for a Teaching Council number by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18922/17]

13/04/2017WRF04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Teaching Council is, 
since 2006, the body with statutory authority and responsibility for the registration of teachers 
in this State.

Accordingly, a person with a query concerning his/her application for registration as a 
teacher should contact the Teaching Council directly in the matter.

13/04/2017WRF04200School Admissions

13/04/2017WRF04300108. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on corre-
spondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18923/17]

13/04/2017WRF04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware I ran a public consultation process from 24th January to 20th March 2017 on the role of 
denominational religion in the school admission process and possible approaches for making 
changes. 

The 8 week phase of receiving written submissions formed part of the broader 12 week 
consultation process which will include additional steps, including any follow-up consultation 
that is required, collation of responses and development of next steps. 

My Department has begun the process of examining the submissions, including the submis-
sion referred to in the details supplied by the Deputy, and formulating next steps. Clearly I will 
not make any decisions around next steps until such time as all of the submissions have been 
examined and considered.

13/04/2017WRF04500Teacher Redeployment

13/04/2017WRF04600109. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) in County Kilkenny will be losing a teacher post in the upcoming academic year 2017 
to 2018, due to declining student numbers in recent years (details supplied); if staff numbers 
will be maintained; and if not, if a teacher will be redeployed. [18925/17]

13/04/2017WRF04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of surplus permanent and CID hold-
ing teachers to other schools where vacancies exist. The redeployment of all surplus permanent 
teachers is key to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on 
teacher numbers. 

A surplus teacher situation arises when a school  has in its employment one or more teachers 
in excess of its approved staffing allocation.   The Management of the school in question has 
confirmed to Department officials that a number of teachers employed in the school are due to 
resign/retire at the end of the current school year.  The school is therefore not required to nomi-
nate a teacher for redeployment.

The criteria used for the allocation of teachers to post-primary schools for the 2017/18 
school year, including the redeployment arrangements, is available on the Department’s web-
site.
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13/04/2017WRF04800School Admissions

13/04/2017WRF04900110. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will give 
consideration to the concerns outlined in correspondence regarding school admissions policy 
(details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the concerns of schools under the patronage 
of Protestant churches and particularly the smaller schools in rural Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18926/17]

13/04/2017WRF05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware I ran a public consultation process from 24th January to 20th March 2017 on the role of 
denominational religion in the school admission process and possible approaches for making 
changes. 

The 8 week phase of receiving written submissions formed part of the broader 12 week 
consultation process which will include additional steps, including any follow-up consultation 
that is required, collation of responses and development of next steps. 

My Department has begun the process of examining the submissions and formulating next 
steps. Clearly I will not make any decisions around next steps until such time as all of the sub-
missions have been examined and considered.

13/04/2017WRF05100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

13/04/2017WRF05200111. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if SNAs who 
apply for the July provision need to supply a Teaching Council number (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18938/17]

13/04/2017WRF05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Purpose of July Provi-
sion Programme Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards an extended school year for chil-
dren with a severe or profound general learning disability or children with an Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD).

Where eligible students cannot be accommodated in a school based programme, funding 
may be provided towards the provision of 40 hours home based tuition.

As home based tuition takes place outside the usual school structure it is important that the 
educational programme provided generally reflects that which would be provided in a school 
environment.

It is appropriate therefore that the qualification standard for home based tuition  generally 
reflects that required in a school environment. Accordingly, it is a condition of the scheme that 
parents/guardians must recruit a tutor who is qualified in the relevant sector, and is registered 
with the Teaching Council, similar to the requirement for teachers in schools.  

Where all efforts have failed to secure the services of a teacher qualified to teach in the sec-
tor concerned, the Department may consider the engagement of a person who is registered with 
the Teaching Council and has a primary degree (minimum Level 7 on the National Framework 
of Qualifications) in a relevant area.

Further general information regarding the home-based scheme is outlined in the July Provi-
sion Information Note which is available on my Department’s website at the link below;

http://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/July-Provision/Home-Based-July-Provision-
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Information-Note.pdf  

13/04/2017WRGGG00200Schools Building Projects Status

13/04/2017WRGGG00300112. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the provision of a new secondary school in Swords; when it will open; if the patronage 
has been decided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18949/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The new post-primary 
school for Swords is due to open in 2017 under the patronage of Dublin & Dun Laoghaire ETB.  
As the Deputy may be aware, the building project for this new post-primary school is included 
on my Department’s six year construction programme.  

My Department has worked closely with Fingal County Council in respect of this and con-
veyancing is currently underway in respect of a site for the permanent school accommodation.

Due to commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally, I am unfortunately 
not in a position to provide further details regarding the permanent location at this time.  I can, 
however, assure the Deputy that the site acquisition process for this school is being advanced 
by my Department as a priority.

The school will open as scheduled in September 2017 in suitable interim accommodation.

13/04/2017WRGGG00500State Examinations

13/04/2017WRGGG00600113. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills the protocol for se-
lection of suitable candidates for superintending State exams; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18951/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

13/04/2017WRGGG00800Special Educational Needs

13/04/2017WRGGG00900114. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a sen-
sory processing disorder is not recognised as an assessed disability or medical condition that 
qualifies for access to SNA support; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18962/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support is provided specifically to assist recognised primary, post primary and special 
schools to cater for the care needs of pupils with disabilities in an educational context, where 
the nature of these care needs have been outlined in professional reports as being so significant 
that a pupil will require adult assistance in order to be able to attend school and to participate 
in education. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory 
agency, is responsible, through its network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
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for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, including SNA 
support.  

 The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in my 
Department’s Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.
education.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it 
is needed.  The Circular provides details of the primary care needs for which SNA support will 
usually be provided and details the types of secondary care associated tasks which SNAs may 
often perform. 

The NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA support for each school annually, taking into ac-
count the additional care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on 
the basis of the assessed care needs of all the children concerned. The deployment of SNAs 
within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Management. SNAs should 
be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care support requirements of 
the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been allocated. It is a matter 
for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, which allows 
schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

Where a school wishes to appeal the SNA allocation which has been made to them, they 
may do so through the NCSE appeal process, details of which are set out at www.ncse.ie.

13/04/2017WRGGG01100School Accommodation

13/04/2017WRGGG01200115. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the additional accommodation application from a school (details supplied); when de-
cisions on applications for the summer works scheme will be returned; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18964/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the position relating to the application for additional accommodation from the school in 
question is as outlined to him in my response to Parliamentary Question 6530/17. My Depart-
ment considers that the school has sufficient essential accommodation to meet its current needs 
and has written to the school authority to clarify the position.

With regard to the Summer Works Scheme (SWS), details of successful school applications 
under the SWS (2016-2017) in categories 1 and 2 were announced last April and are published 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie. Assessment of valid applications in further 
categories is now being undertaken by my Department, subject to the overall availability of 
funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the scheme as outlined in Circular Let-
ter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Department’s website. The application from the 
school referred to is available to be considered in this context.

13/04/2017WRGGG01400Schools Building Projects Status

13/04/2017WRGGG01500116. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
proposed new school development for a school (details supplied); the precise stage it is at; when 
it will be delivered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18965/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building proj-
ect for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning 
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- Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire 
Certificate and Disability Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents. The Dis-
ability Access Certificate has been secured. The Fire Safety Certificate was granted in October 
2016 following an appeal to An Bord Pleanála which was upheld.  

The school and its Design Team have been authorised to apply for an extension to the plan-
ning permission which was previously secured in 2012 and an extension to that effect was 
lodged with the Local Authority at the end of March.

When all Statutory Approvals are secured the Design Team will finalise the Stage 2(b) - 
Detailed Design submission which will be submitted to the Department for review. Following 
receipt and consideration of that report my Department will revert to the school with regard to 
the further progression of the project at that time.

13/04/2017WRGGG01700Teachers’ Remuneration

13/04/2017WRGGG01800117. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
person (details supplied) has been paid at the wrong scale since 2014; the reason the person’s 
qualifications have not been recognised on the pay scale; if his Department will recognise the 
qualifications of the person and rectify the anomaly retrospectively; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18972/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The person referred to by 
the Deputy registered with the Teaching Council for the Primary sector  with effect from the 3rd 
October 2016 and as a result he will be paid at the qualified rate of pay from that date.  The 
qualified rate of pay and arrears will be paid in the pay issue of 20 April, 2017. 

Prior to the 3rd October 2016 he was registered with the Teaching Council to teach in the 
Further Education sector which does not receive a qualified rate of pay in the Primary sector. 
Accordingly,  no retrospective arrears of pay are due to him during his period of registration as 
a Further Education teacher.

13/04/2017WRGGG02000Schools Building Projects

13/04/2017WRGGG02100118. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ap-
prove the provision of an Educate Together secondary school in Galway in view of the growing 
demand for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18981/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places across 
the country will arise. The GIS uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey 
Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and my Department’s own databases. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises at primary and post-
primary level to determine where additional school accommodation is needed. 

A range of areas nationwide are experiencing increased demographic pressure and will be 
kept under review by the Department.  Galway City is one of these areas.  This review takes 
account of updated enrolment and child benefit data and also the impact of existing and planned 
capacity increases to existing schools in the area.  Notwithstanding that the Galway City area, 
including environs, is an area defined as a demographic growth area, it is also an area where 
certain schools are experiencing a decline in pupil numbers.
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With regard to demand for particular models of school provision, it should be noted that the 
patronage process for new schools is a separate process.  This process is run after it has been de-
cided that a new school is required.  Parental preferences are central to this process and prospec-
tive patrons are required to provide evidence of demand for their particular school model and 
medium of instruction. These expressions of interest are required to be from parents of primary 
school children eligible for enrolment in the first five years of the establishment of a proposed 
new post-primary school.  The process is fair, transparent and open to all patrons, patron bodies 
and prospective patrons to apply for patronage of any planned new school under this process.

13/04/2017WRGGG02300School Accommodation

13/04/2017WRGGG02400119. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an appli-
cation by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18989/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application to my Department for improved 
accommodation. 

The application will be considered and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority 
as soon as the assessment process has been completed.

13/04/2017WRGGG02600Apprenticeship Data

13/04/2017WRGGG02700120. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the expenditure 
under the national training fund divided between funding allocated to those in employment 
and funding for those unemployed on an annual basis over the period 2011 to 2016 and to date 
in 2017 in tabular form; the percentage breakdown of the same funding between training for 
those currently in employment and those unemployed; the number of participants under this 
programme annually according to this same breakdown; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19034/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG02800121. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount collected 
from the national training levy in each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017; if he will 
provide a breakdown of the use of this funding by types of course or programme, apprentice-
ship, traineeship, further education, third level, research and so on; the purpose of the fund; the 
evolution of its use over the past number of years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19035/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The National Training Fund (NTF) was established by the National Training Fund Act, 2000 to 
raise the skills of those in employment, provide training to those who wish to acquire skills for 
the purposes of taking up employment, and provide information in relation to existing, or likely 
future, requirements for skills in the economy.

In May 2010, responsibility for the NTF was transferred from the Minister for Enterprise, 
Trade and Innovation to the Minister for Education and Skills.

There has been a shift recently in the focus of investment with more funding allocated to 
training those in employment and less allocated to training jobseekers, due to the upturn in our 
economy and growing numbers of people in employment.

I am reviewing the allocation of funding to programmes in the Further Education and Train-
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ing and Higher Education sectors as between NTF and Exchequer sources in terms both of the 
appropriate emphasis required on training for employment and training persons in employment 
and of satisfying the needs of enterprise to meet strategic skills requirements.

The following table outlines the income and expenditure of the NTF during the period 2011 
– 2016 and the estimated income and expenditure for 2017.

The information on participants is not readily available. My Department will collate this 
information and forwarded it directly to the Deputy. 

NATIONAL TRAINING FUND: Income and Expenditure 2011-2017

INCOME 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  2016  2017 Esti-
mate 

National 
Training 
Fund Levy

316,000,000 299,000,000 317,000,000 338,000,000 364,000,000 390,000,000 405,130,000 

EXPENDI-
TURE
Training 
Programmes 
for those in 
Employment
Training 
Programmes 
in Employ-
ment

54,236,000 52,467,000 39,600,000 39,600,000 42,600,000 55,100,000 80,400,000 

Training 
Networks 
Programme - 
Skillnets

11,600,000 11,470,600 11,020,000 11,924,000 12,636,000 12,636,000 16,380,000 

Training 
Grants to 
Industry

6,175,231 5,755,532 5,802,935 6,500,000 6,500,000 6,500,000 6,500,000 

Workplace 
Basic Edu-
cation Fund

2,800,000 2,170,203 2,549,707 2,800,000 2,800,000 2,799,000 2,800,000 

Community 
& Voluntary 
Organisa-
tions

375,087 375,000 375,000 375,000 375,000 375,000 375,000 

Continuing 
Professional 
Develop-
ment 

75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 

Total 
Training 
Programmes 
for those IN 
Employment

75,261,318 72,313,335 59,422,642 61,274,000 64,986,000 77,485,000 106,530,000 

Percentage 
Breakdown 
for those IN 
Employment

23% 21% 17% 18% 20% 23% 29%

Training 
Programmes 
for Employ-
ment
Training 
Programmes 
for the Un-
employed

235,091,000 243,719,400 237,960,000 222,625,000 212,008,000 216,266,000 220,702,000 
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INCOME 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  2016  2017 Esti-
mate 

Springboard -   10,165,550 18,353,026  23,688,000 22,438,000 20,438,000 27,438,000 
ICT Skills 
Programme

-   2,600,000 3,346,754  5,000,000 5,000,000 7,380,000                             
-   

Labour Mar-
ket Educa-
tion & Train-
ing Fund 
(LMETF)

-   1,144,000 10,000,000 8,000,000 11,800,000 5,100,000 1,000,000 

Training 
Networks 
Programme 
(Skillnets) 

-   3,029,000 3,480,000 3,766,000 3,564,000 3,564,000 1,820,000 

Vocational 
Training 
Opportuni-
ties Scheme 
(VTOS)

-   -   7,500,000 13,441,000 6,000,000 6,000,000                             
-   

European 
Globalisa-
tion Adjust-
ment Fund 
(EGF)

1,721,159 861,044 429,130 889,146                       
-   

184,475 300,000 

Technical 
Employment 
Support 
Grant

-   4,344,077 3,810,241 3,668,776 3,200,000 2,900,396 3,200,000 

Community 
Employment 
Training

-   1,575,261 3,589,760 3,731,224 4,200,000 4,200,000 4,200,000 

Labour Mar-
ket Activa-
tion Fund 
(LMAF)

12,818,592 -   -   -                         
-   

                            
-   

                            
-   

Total 
Training 
Programmes 
FOR Em-
ployed 

249,630,751 267,438,332 288,468,910 284,809,146 268,210,000 266,032,871 258,660,000 

Percentage 
Breakdown 
for those 
FOR Em-
ployment

77% 79% 83% 82% 80% 77% 71%

Provision of 
Information 
on Skills Re-
quirements

1,376,000 1,138,000 906,000 816,000 706,000 648,000 860,000 

13/04/2017WRGGG03000Apprenticeship Data

13/04/2017WRGGG03100122. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total expenditure 
on apprenticeship training; the number of male and female apprentices in training by each em-
ployment sector and sub sector in each of the years 2010 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19036/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The requested information is contained at this link:

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/EB85A32E15AFB68E802581010
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06154B4/$File/ATTQS93L.xlsx?openelement”>Apprentice</a>]

The table below provides an overview of the craft apprenticeship programme costs from 
2010 - 2016

Table: Apprenticeship Costs/Funded

Year €’000*
2010 68.400
2011 43.353
2012 32.166
2013 27.942
2014 25.900
2015 34.800
2016 43.000

*Direct provision costs in ETB training centres plus training allowances at all off the job 
phases excludes certain salary and support costs and provision costs in Institutes of Technology

13/04/2017WRGGG03300Apprenticeship Data

13/04/2017WRGGG03400123. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
prentices, including traineeships, projected to be in training by employment sector and subsec-
tor, in each of the years 2017 to 2020 in tabular form; the budget allocation in 2017 for State 
funded apprenticeships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19037/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG03500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The data requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tables.

At this stage, it is not possible to give an accurate breakdown of the forecast population in 
new apprenticeships on a sectorial basis. The Apprenticeship Council is continuing to work 
with consortia in developing a wide variety of proposals in various sectors of the economy 
made through the first call for proposals. In addition, the Council will issue a new call for pro-
posals in  2017 which, when proposals are received, will also shape the sectorial breakdown of 
these new apprenticeships. The recently published Action Plan to Expand Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships sets out annual target registrations for the period to 2020. A forecast population for 
new apprenticeships is set out on Table 2 based on these forecast registrations and an average 
duration of programmes. A clearer picture with regard to the population of new apprenticeships 
will only become evident when these programmes are operational for a number of years and 
accurate statistical data can be interrogated to produce a formal forecasting tool.

SOLAS do not yet have projected numbers in traineeship by employment sector for 2017.  
Set out in Table 3 is forecast enrolments for traineeships for the period 2017 to 2020 as set out 
in the action plan.

The 2017 budget allocation for apprenticeships is €98.7m.

Table 1 - Craft Apprenticeships Population by Industrial Sector

Year Construction Electrical Motor Engineering Printing Overall Total
Population De-
cember 2017

                 
3,324 

                  
5,400 

           2,684                     
2,162 

                12                    
13,582 

Population De-
cember 2018

                 
4,557 

                  
6,271 

           2,991                     
2,420 

                   4                    
16,243 
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Year Construction Electrical Motor Engineering Printing Overall Total
Population De-
cember 2019

                 
5,969 

                  
7,092 

           3,186                     
2,709 

                 -                      
18,956 

Population De-
cember 2020

                 
7,643 

                  
7,643 

           3,414                     
3,029 

                 -                      
21,729 

Table 2 – Forecast population for new apprenticeships

- No.
Population December 2017 882
Population December 2018 2,370
Population December 2019 3,994
Population December 2020 6,069

Table 3 - Forecast enrolments for traineeships

Existing traineeships 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of new enrolments 
per annum 

2,400 3,000 3,500 3,500

New/reactivated traineeships
Planned new enrolments per 
annum 

200 900 1,500 1,500

Total target trainee enrol-
ments p.a.

2,600 3,900 5,000 5,000

13/04/2017WRGGG03600Schools Building Projects Status

13/04/2017WRGGG03700124. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a new school building (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19038/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a major building project for the school to which he refers is included on the 6 year Con-
struction Programme (2019-21). In that regard my Department are working closely with Kerry 
County Council in relation to the identification and acquisition of a suitable permanent location 
for the school.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is currently reviewing the demographic 
demand in the area serviced by the school. This review will inform on the appropriate level of 
accommodation to be provided for the proposed building project.

13/04/2017WRGGG03900Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

13/04/2017WRGGG04000125. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if expenses 
related to nursing home costs for a parent can be taken into consideration by SUSI in its assess-
ment for the higher education grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19048/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The means test arrange-
ments of the Student Grant Scheme are applied nationally on the same basis to all applicants. 
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The reckonable income of an applicant is calculated based on gross income before the de-
duction of income tax or the universal social charge, and with certain specified social welfare 
and HSE payments excluded. Nursing home costs are not excluded from the calculation of 
reckonable income.

The assessment of income from the same starting point is deemed to be fair and reasonable 
because this approach eliminates any distortion which might arise from different spending deci-
sions in different households.

13/04/2017WRGGG04200School Funding

13/04/2017WRGGG04300126. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
publicly funded primary and secondary schools; and the proportion they represent respectively 
of the total number of schools. [19072/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following table sets 
out the number of publicly funded primary and post-primary schools; and the proportion they 
represent of the total number of schools.

  Department Aided Schools*   Department Aided Schools 
as % of Total   

Primary Schools   3115 98.83% 
Post-Primary Schools   711 97.93% 
*Department-Aided Post Primary schools include 52 fee-paying post-primary schools, who 

receive public funding in the form of teacher salaries

13/04/2017WRGGG04500Schools Building Projects Status

13/04/2017WRGGG04600127. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19094/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of a Category 10 application, external environment project, 
under the Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017) from the school to which he refers.

Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were announced 
last April  and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie  . Assessment of 
valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, subject to the 
overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the scheme as 
outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on the Department’s website. 
The application from the school in question is available to be considered in this context.

13/04/2017WRGGG04800Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRGGG04900128. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding provided under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure across his 
Department; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19286/17]
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13/04/2017WRGGG05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department’s capital 
expenditure on information and communications technology (ICT)infrastructure is determined 
on an annual basis, guided by my Department’s ICT Strategy and the Public Service ICT Strat-
egy.  Capital expenditure on ICT infrastructure across my Department’s offices amounted to 
€240,000 approx for 2016.  This amount covered capital expenditure on internet connectivity, 
hardware, licensing etc.  It is anticipated that approx €250,000 will be spent in 2017 in respect 
of ICT infrastructure across my Department’s office network.

Under the Digital Strategy for Schools, Enhancing Teaching, Learning and Assessment, 
€210m is committed for the upgrading of school ICT infrastructure including equipment over 
the period to 2020.  The first tranche of grants amounting to €30m was paid earlier this year.

13/04/2017WRGGG05100Electoral Divisions Report

13/04/2017WRGGG05200129. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when the Constituency Commission will report following the publication of 
the census returns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19089/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG05300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Section 9 of the Electoral Act 1997 provides that the Constituency Commission 
must present its report to the Chairperson of the Dáil no later than 3 months after the publica-
tion of final census results.  These results were published on 6 April 2017 and, therefore, the 
Constituency Commission must present its report to the Chairperson of the Dáil no later than 6 
July 2017.

13/04/2017WRGGG05400Wind Energy Guidelines

13/04/2017WRGGG05500130. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason his Department is opposed to local authorities introducing wind 
energy guidelines which are appropriate to their own geographical areas and which take cogni-
sance of topography heritage views distance to cohabited houses and residential communities 
and agricultural industries including horse breeding, rearing and training; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19137/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG05600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I fully support local authorities taking local conditions into account in considering 
and implementing national policy in relation to planning matters, including wind energy de-
velopment.  However, there is also a clear statutory obligation on local government to not only 
reflect but also to support the implementation of national government policy in their various 
functions, including planning.

To meet Ireland’s legally binding obligations under international and EU level agreements 
in relation to tackling the drivers of climate change, which is the biggest global environmental 
challenge, central and local government must work together in diversifying our energy mix, 
reducing our reliance on fossil fuels and moving towards a low-carbon economy and society.

Government policy is clear, that Ireland’s best short- to medium-term prospects to signifi-
cantly expand renewable energy production is from on-shore wind energy and that while other 
sources are emerging, they will take time, technological development and investment to emerge 
at the scale needed to meet our present and emerging targets.  
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The 2006 Planning Guidelines on Wind Energy Developments, issued under Section 28 of 
the Planning and Development Act (as amended), are very clear that planning authorities must 
prepare and adopt policies that will maximise the contribution that wind energy can make in 
meeting overall binding EU commitments in relation to renewable energy generation, commen-
surate with reasonable local requirements such as protecting sensitive habitats or landscapes.  
However, where local authorities adopt policies such that they would effectively frustrate 
the achievement of national policy objectives or breach statutory requirements, the Oireachtas 
has provided me with powers to direct a planning authority to amend development plans under 
procedures set out in Section 31 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

Section 31 is essentially a safeguarding mechanism that follows on from statutory consulta-
tion by planning authorities with me in my Ministerial role in drawing up or amending their 
statutory development or local area plans. Where directions have issued, they have related to a 
broad range of planning issues, including excessive or inappropriate land use zoning objectives 
and failure to take account of flood risk assessment in preparing development plans and local 
area plans.  With regard to directions that have issued in relation to wind energy policy content 
of development plans, they reflect the concerns in relation to the manner in which development 
plan objectives are increasingly being constructed in such a way as to effectively represent a 
ban on wind energy developments which would have grave consequences for the delivery of 
Ireland’s agreed actions on climate change.

Mindful of the considerable focus on planning policy aspects of wind energy developments 
in relation to location, set-back, height and related aspects that underscore much of the devel-
opment plan debates that have taken place across the country, my Department is continuing to 
advance work on a focused review of the statutory guidelines on wind energy development, in 
conjunction with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and in 
line with the relevant commitments under the Programme for a Partnership Government.  When 
finalised, the updated Guidelines will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000, as amended,  to which planning authorities and, where applicable An Bord 
Pleanála, must have regard in the performance of their functions under the Planning Acts. I will 
continue to keep under review the translation of Government policy by planning authorities to 
local planning policies and use the powers available to me, in line with the legislation passed 
by the Oireachtas.

13/04/2017WRGGG05700Social and Affordable Housing Data

13/04/2017WRGGG05800131. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the 35,000 additional 
social housing units; the amount spent to date; the number of houses completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18782/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG05900132. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the 75,000 available, 
leasing and renting in the private rental sector to 2021; the amount spent to date; the number of 
houses rented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18783/17]

13/04/2017WRGGG06000135. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the areas €2.2 billion in extra capital funding is to be spent on; if it will be 
spent on infrastructure or directly on houses; the number of houses expected to be delivered 
from this investment; when these houses are expected to be completed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18787/17]
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13/04/2017WRGGG06100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 131, 132 and 135 together.

The targets set out for social housing and the funding provided to support their delivery, are 
set out in Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, 
which was published in July 2016 and is available at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Rebuilding-Ireland_Action-
Plan.pdf.

Rebuilding Ireland provides for a significantly increased level of ambition over the previ-
ous Social Housing Strategy 2020 and it will see the delivery of 47,000 social housing units, 
through build, refurbishment, acquisitions and leasing over the period 2016 to 2021.  In addi-
tion, the schedule of rollout of the new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) as envisaged under 
the original Strategy was accelerated in Rebuilding Ireland. This increased ambition sees the 
targeted number of new households to be supported by the scheme increase to over 83,000 by 
2021, with a Government commitment to the current expenditure required to meet the cost of 
this support over the period.

To support the implementation of Rebuilding Ireland, I have secured €5.35 billion in invest-
ment, comprising €4.5 billion in capital funding and €844 million in support of programmes 
funded from current expenditure.  A further €200 million is provided for the Local Infrastruc-
ture Housing Activation Fund for investment in key enabling infrastructure to open up lands for 
early development.

While still at an early stage of implementation, there is already strong evidence that the 
focus on increasing and accelerating housing supply in Rebuilding Ireland is succeeding.  In 
2016, the housing needs of over 19,000 households were met through a range of housing pro-
grammes, supported by expenditure of over €935 million.  Under the Plan, an additional €1.3 
billion in funding has been provided for 2017, of which some €0.326 billion has been expended 
to date on both capital and current housing programmes.  This funding will support the acceler-
ated delivery of social housing and ensure that the 2017 target to meet the needs of over 21,000 
households will be achieved. 

Details on the number of properties constructed, purchased and leased by all local authori-
ties for letting to those on their social housing waiting lists are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

Information on quarter 4 of 2016 is currently being finalised and will be published shortly.  

Providing affordable, quality and accessible housing is a top priority for the Government.  
Under the aegis of the Cabinet Committee on Housing, chaired by An Taoiseach, the Govern-
ment and I will be keeping the implementation of Rebuilding Ireland under careful review.  The 
Second Quarterly Progress Report, for Quarter 4 2016, was published in February 2017, and is 
available at:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Second_Quarterly_Prog-
ress_Report_-RBI-Final-1.pdf.

The Third Quarterly Progress Report, for Quarter 1 of 2017, will be published next month.
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13/04/2017WRH00200Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

13/04/2017WRH00300133. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount provided under the capital plan for a scheme (details supplied); 
the amount spent to date; the number of homes completed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18784/17]

13/04/2017WRH00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Si-
mon Coveney): The construction of the project referred to in the details supplied is now well 
advanced and will deliver 81 new social housing units, consisting of various sized houses 
and apartments, including some sheltered accommodation for older people and for people with 
a disability.  To date, 2 units at the front of the site have been completed and are tenanted.  The 
project budget is over €19m of which, to date, some €12m has been paid. 

13/04/2017WRH00500Public Private Partnerships Data

13/04/2017WRH00600134. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of houses built under PPP in the capital plan; the amount spent and 
to be spent; the progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18785/17]

13/04/2017WRH00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Social Housing PPP programme provides for an investment with a capital value 
of €300 million and is expected to deliver 1,500 social housing units in total, via three bundles.  
Costs incurred by my Department to date on the programme amount to some €564,000.

Each PPP site is being developed in co-operation with the local authorities concerned.  The 
first bundle comprises six sites in the greater Dublin area, with provision for over 500 units.   
Two of the sites are located in Dublin City, with one each in South Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow 
and Louth.  Dublin City Council has been appointed to act as the lead local authority for the 
delivery of this first bundle.

The second bundle comprises eight PPP sites which are to provide over 450 units across the 
country.  Three of the sites are located in County Cork, with one each in the cities of Galway 
and Waterford.  There is a further one site in each of counties Clare, Kildare and Roscommon.  
Cork County Council is the lead local authority for this bundle.

Sites for the third bundle are currently being identified and are to be announced in the com-
ing months.

It is expected that the process of seeking planning approval for the first bundle will com-
mence within the coming month.  The procurement process is being led by the National Devel-
opment Finance Agency.  Tender documents are currently being finalised for the first bundle 
and are expected to be published in the coming months.

Planning and tendering for the second bundle are expected to progress later in 2017, with 
arrangements for the third bundle to follow in 2018.

  Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 131.

13/04/2017WRH00900Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRH01000136. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
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Government if he travelled abroad as part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he 
travelled to; the duration of the trip; the cost of the trip, including travel and accommodation in 
addition to other expenses incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18894/17]

13/04/2017WRH01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I represented the Government at the 2017 St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in Ottawa 
and Toronto, Canada during the period 9 March to 12 March.   

In addition to participating in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Ottawa and visiting the Ireland 
Park Foundation Famine Memorial Park, the Irish Canadian Immigration Centre and attending 
the Ireland Fund Luncheon in Toronto, I also attended the Greening of the Niagara Falls.  

While in Canada I met with members of the Irish Community, Ms. Catherine McKenna MP, 
Minister for the Environment and Climate Change, the IDA and some of their client companies, 
and members of the local business community, and also delivered the Keynote address at the 
Gowling WLG / Mason Hayes & Curran seminar on a theme of “Ireland: A New Gateway to 
Europe”.

The total cost paid for the visit for the official travelling party is circa €4,250. Costs have 
yet to be received from the Irish Embassy in Ottawa for any other expenses involved, although 
these are not expected to be material. 

13/04/2017WRH01200Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRH01300137. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the number of representatives from municipal districts and county councils who 
travelled abroad as part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations each representative 
travelled to; the duration of each trip; and the total costs incurred for each trip in tabular form. 
[18904/17]

13/04/2017WRH01400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department is not in possession of the information requested by the Deputy. 
Under the Local Government Act 2001, as amended, local authorities are independent statu-
tory bodies. The reserved functions of a local authority are performed by the elected members 
by resolution passed at a meeting of the local authority.  The prioritisation and sanctioning of 
expenditure, including authorising representation of the local authority by elected members, is 
a reserved function for each individual local authority. 

13/04/2017WRH01500Voluntary Housing Sector

13/04/2017WRH01600138. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the details of resources available to support local groups seeking to meet 
their own housing needs through the co-operative housing model; if he will consider issuing a 
circular to local authorities encouraging support for co-operative housing groups, including the 
provision of low cost sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18948/17]

13/04/2017WRH01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Housing authorities have powers to make low cost sites available to persons who are 
qualified for social housing support and to voluntary or co-operative non-profit housing groups.  
I have no plans at present to amend the conditions under which such sites are made available.

A range of measures are being taken under the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action 



Questions - Written Answers

202

Plan for Housing and Homelessness, to increase housing supply overall, with the aim of creat-
ing a better functioning and more sustainable housing system which can meet housing demand 
at more affordable prices.

Assistance to first time buyers is also available under the Help to Buy Scheme, introduced 
by my colleague, the Minister for Finance.  In addition, households may be eligible for a local 
authority mortgage or Home Choice Loan to finance their house purchase; further details are 
available from individual local authorities.

13/04/2017WRH01800Legislative Measures

13/04/2017WRH01900139. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider amending Part 3 of the Building Control Act 2007 or sec-
tion 14(2) of this Act to ensure that the grandfather clause in respect of longstanding architects 
will be amended to allow them use the title “architect”; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18980/17]

13/04/2017WRH02000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): Part 3 of the Building Control Act 2007 introduced a 
system of statutory registration for architects and restricted use of the title architect to persons 
who are registered architects.  Section 22 of the Act makes specific provision for registration 
based on technical assessment of persons who had been independently performing duties com-
mensurate with those of an architect for a period of 10 or more years in the State prior to the 
commencement of the Act.  This is in effect what is often colloquially referred to as a grandfa-
ther clause.

In 2013, in response in particular to the lower than anticipated rate of applications for reg-
istration by technical assessment, an independent review of the arrangements in place for reg-
istration was undertaken by Mr Garret Fennell, Solicitor. Mr Fennell’s report on the matter 
is available at: http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/
DevelopmentandHousing/BuildingStandards/FileDownLoad%2C34097%2Cen.pdf.  The Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht also examined the matter 
and published its Report on the Title of Architect (July 2013) which is available at: https://www.
oireachtas.ie/parliament/media/committees/archivedcommittees/environmenttransportculture-
andthegaeltacht/Report-on-the-Title-of-Architect.pdf  

Both reports, which were welcomed by my Department, made a number of recommenda-
tions intended to improve and streamline the arrangements for registration.  Implementation of 
these recommendations, in consultation with the Architects Alliance of Ireland and others, has 
seen a number of reforms being implemented which include the administration of the technical 
assessment process on a cyclical basis where briefing, guidance and support for candidates can 
be administered in a structured manner; mentoring and supporting applicants; facilitating as-
sessment based on recent projects; facilitating applicants with reassessment/reapplication (i.e. 
ensuring that the technical assessment procedure is not seen as a one chance only route to reg-
istration); and reviewing and simplifying guidance materials with direct input from practice-
trained persons.  My Department and the Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland (RIAI), as 
registration body, are committed to continuing to work with the Architects Alliance of Ireland 
and others in this manner to achieve whatever further reasonable and practical improvements of 
registration arrangements can be made in the context of the Fennell report or otherwise.

In addition to the transitional “grandfather” provision set out above, section 14(2)(f) of 
the Act provides a permanent route to registration for practically trained persons who have 7 
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years appropriate practical experience and who have passed the prescribed register examina-
tion.  In 2016 the Architects Alliance of Ireland proposed a special entry route to incorporate 
the proposed development of a prescribed register admission examination as currently provided 
for under this section.  While the Act would allow me to prescribe such a register admission 
examination as a route to registration for eligible persons, neither I nor my Department have 
the remit or the competence to validate or approve the proposed register admission examina-
tion.  That aspect of the matter comes within the responsibility of the RIAI who are designated 
as the registration body for the purposes of the 2007 Act and as the competent authority for the 
purposes of the Directive on the mutual recognition of professional qualifications (as amended).  
For this reason the Architects Alliance of Ireland were advised by my Department to discuss 
their proposal, in the first instance, with the RIAI as registration body and competent authority 
for the architectural profession in Ireland. 

My Department and the RIAI, as registration body, are committed to continuing to work 
with the Architects Alliance of Ireland and all other stakeholders to achieve whatever further 
reasonable and practical improvements in registration arrangements can be made.  I would 
encourage all practically trained persons to pursue the routes to registration which are open to 
them and to continue to engage constructively with my Department and the RIAI.

13/04/2017WRH02100Wind Energy Guidelines

13/04/2017WRH02200140. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the progress of preparation of revised planning guidelines for the develop-
ment of wind turbines; when he expects these to be available for review; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19006/17]

13/04/2017WRH02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Since May 2016, I have been liaising closely with my colleague Minister Naugh-
ten, having regard to his responsibility for renewable energy policy, on the review of the 2006 
Wind Energy Development Guidelines relating to noise, setback distance and shadow flicker, 
recognising the need to bring the review to a close and provide certainty on the matter to all 
stakeholders, local authorities, the energy sector and the wider community.

In light of the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to finalise the 
Guidelines and on-going policy and legal developments in this area, my Department, in con-
junction with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, is 
continuing to advance work on the Guidelines and related matters in order to bring the various 
issues to a conclusion as early as possible. 

I expect to be in a position to make a statement on the matter in the coming weeks, outlining 
the proposed revisions to the Guidelines and the timelines for implementation of the various 
elements shortly.

It is important to mention that as part of the overall review, and having regard to recent ECJ 
Judgement the Belgian/Wallonian wind energy guidelines, it is proposed to undertake a strate-
gic environmental assessment (SEA) of the proposed revisions to the 2006 Guidelines before 
they come into effect. This is in accordance with the requirements of EU Directive 2001/24/EC 
on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, the SEA 
Directive.

SEA is a process by which environmental considerations are required to be fully integrated 
into the preparation of plans and programmes which acts as frameworks for development con-
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sent, prior to their final adoption, with public consultation as part of that process. 

In light of the SEA requirement which will take approximately 9 months, it is likely that 
while the proposals for revisions to the Guidelines will be available shortly, the Guidelines will 
not be finalised and come into effect until the end of the year.

When finalised revised Guidelines will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities, and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their 
functions generally under the Planning Acts. 

13/04/2017WRH02400Mortgage to Rent Scheme Administration

13/04/2017WRH02500141. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans to expand the mortgage to rent scheme and improve the conditions 
of this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19077/17]

13/04/2017WRH02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A Review of the Mortgage to Rent Scheme for borrowers of commercial private 
lending institutions was published on 8 February 2017 and represents the completion of an early 
action in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.  
The Review is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/changes-in-mortgage-to-rent-scheme/  .

The Review has explored the avenues and impediments to participation in the scheme and 
recommends a number of actions to make the scheme work better for borrowers.  Key actions 
include:

- Lenders will be required to formally communicate with borrowers as to why they are not 
suitable for the scheme. 

- The property price threshold for a house in Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath 
and Wicklow is being increased to €365,000 (from €350,000) while the threshold for an apart-
ment / townhouse in these areas is being increased to €310,000 (from €300,000).  For the rest 
of the country, the threshold for a house is being increased to €280,000 (from €250,000) and for 
an apartment / townhouse to €210,000 (€190,000). 

- Flexibility is being provided in relation to the size of properties which qualify for the 
scheme.  In practical terms, this means that an assessment of the property size suitable to a par-
ticular household will allow for a maximum of two additional bedrooms in the property above 
the actual needs of the household, with the property still being considered eligible. 

- There are a number of actions to improve knowledge and understanding of the scheme.  A 
range of state agencies will be facilitated to assist and guide borrowers who could benefit from 
the scheme.  A Step by Step Guide for Borrowers will be produced alongside a range of other 
targeted information supports. 

I am confident that the implementation of the actions put forward in the Review will make 
the MTR process quicker, more transparent, easier to navigate for borrowers and ultimately, 
more accessible to more households in mortgages distress.

In addition, the Review concludes that the current financial model of the scheme may not 
be capable of delivering the scale of successful cases that could benefit from the scheme over 
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time.  Currently, the MTR scheme relies on Approved Housing Bodies to purchase from lend-
ers properties that have been voluntarily surrendered by eligible borrowers. The Government 
has been actively exploring potential mechanisms that would facilitate investment in social 
housing, including the off-balance sheet potential of private institutional investment.  A number 
of private equity firms have expressed an interest in purchasing mortgage debt portfolios from 
commercial banks with a view to exploring the potential for them to access the MTR scheme 
model for the borrowers in occupation of the mortgaged property.  They are seeking an alterna-
tive arrangement that would see the mortgaged property staying in the funding firm’s ownership 
and the property itself leased back to the local authority in circumstances where the borrower is 
eligible for MTR and the borrower would therefore remain in their own home.  

One of the outcomes of the Review is that in order to test the operability of alternative fund-
ing models for the scheme, the Housing Agency will work with a number of financial entities 
who have come forward with an interest in working with the MTR scheme to progress a number 
of pilot alternative lease arrangements. In advance of these pilots, a targeted market testing ex-
ercise is currently underway by the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA), on behalf 
of my Department, to test the suitability of the proposed enhanced leasing arrangements to as-
certain if they would be viable for a mortgage to rent cohort.  The objective is to explore what 
is available within the current market and to determine if this alternative model will benefit a 
greater number of households.

A detailed financial assessment of the structure of the funding of the MTR scheme will be 
undertaken in advance of the budgetary process for 2018.  The assessment will be informed 
by the early impact of the other actions proposed by the review, as well as the outcome of the 
experience with the pilot lease arrangements, and the availability of financial resources overall.

13/04/2017WRH02700Local Authority Housing Rents

13/04/2017WRH02800142. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government if his Department has directed local authorities to increase rent paid 
by persons (details supplied); if so, the reason for this increase; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19097/17]

13/04/2017WRH02900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has not issued any instructions or advice to housing authorities or 
Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) recently regarding reviewing rents for social housing ten-
ants.

The making and amending of rent schemes is the responsibility of housing authorities as an 
integral part of their housing management functions, subject to broad principles laid down by 
my Department in Circular letter HRT 3/2002 of 6 March 2002.  Where social housing units are 
provided by AHBs under Payment and Availability (P&A) arrangements with local authorities, 
it is a condition of such funding that rents be determined in accordance with the differential 
rents scheme of the housing authority in which the house is situated, and AHBs will carry out 
rent reviews from time to in accordance with the particular rents scheme in question.  Where 
sheltered housing is provided by AHBs under the Capital Assistance Scheme, my Department’s 
guidance states that rents should be at levels which are reasonable having regard to tenant’s 
incomes and the outlay of the AHB on the accommodation.

 The reviewing of local authority housing rents is also a matter for individual housing au-
thorities.  Guidelines entitled “Rent Assessment, Collection, Accounting and Arrears Control”, 
prepared in 2001 by the Housing Unit (which subsequently became part of the Housing Agen-
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cy) in conjunction with my Department and the City and County Managers Association, set out 
good practice in the administration of rent related matters.  The Guidelines state that local au-
thorities should review the rent assessment of all existing tenants at least annually to ensure that 
all tenants are paying the correct rent and to update rents to reflect changes in tenants’ incomes 
and in housing management costs.

13/04/2017WRH03000Housing Data

13/04/2017WRH03100143. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of dwellings in the private rental sector; the number in the so-
cial housing sector; and the number of owner occupied dwellings as of 2016, in tabular form. 
[19099/17]

13/04/2017WRH03200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The recently published Census 2016 results provide the following information on 
tenure types:

- Total
All types of   occupancy 1,697,665
Owner occupied with loan or mortgage 535,675
Owner occupied without loan or mortgage 611,877
Rented from private landlord 309,728
Rented from a Local Authority 143,178
Rented from a Voluntary Body 16,765
Occupied free of rent 27,440
Not stated 53,002

13/04/2017WRH03300Commercial Rates

13/04/2017WRH03400144. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when the new commercial rates Bill to address the significant anomalies 
and issues pertaining to the revaluation of properties throughout the State will be introduced; if 
it will reform the archaic and outdated process that has been in existence for over a century; if 
consideration will be given in the new bill to a system whereby rates will be levied on the basis 
of actual profit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19138/17]

13/04/2017WRH03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  The 
levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

The Commissioner for Valuation has responsibility for valuation matters, including the re-
valuation of properties.  The Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 come under the aegis of my col-
league, the Minister for Justice and Equality.

Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  The 
principle of local authorities levying rates based on an independent valuation is well established 
and I have no plans to change this.  However, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is 
spread over a number of enactments, some dating back to the 19th century.  My Department has 
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developed legislative proposals to modernise and consolidate the legislation governing com-
mercial rates.  In this regard, the Government approved the drafting of a Rates Bill at its meet-
ing on 11 April 2017.  These proposals will be subject to pre-legislative scrutiny in due course.  

13/04/2017WRH03600Maternity Benefit Expenditure

13/04/2017WRH03700145. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the annual cost of in-
creasing maternity leave benefits by one week, two weeks, three weeks, four weeks, five weeks, 
six weeks, seven weeks, eight weeks, nine weeks and ten weeks, respectively. [19103/17]

13/04/2017WRH03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Maternity benefit is paid for 26 
weeks at a rate of €235 per week. The 2017 Estimates for my Department provide for expendi-
ture of approximately €266 million on maternity benefit.

The estimated additional cost of extending the duration of maternity benefit is €10 million 
for each extra week.  The following table estimates the additional cost of increasing the dura-
tion of maternity benefit above its current 26 week duration at the current weekly rate of €235:

Estimated annual cost of increasing the duration of maternity benefit based on 2017 rates
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

No. of 
additional 
weeks

week weeks weeks weeks weeks weeks weeks weeks weeks weeks 

Estimated 
cost (€m)

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

These estimates are on a full year basis and assume that any increase in duration is imple-
mented at the beginning of the year. It should be noted that this costing is subject to change over 
the coming months in the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated 
numbers of recipients for 2017.

Any changes to the rate or duration of maternity benefit could also have implications for 
adoptive benefit; health and safety benefit; and paternity benefit.  Revised figures for these 
schemes are not included in the costings above.

Any increase would have to be considered in the overall budgetary context. 

13/04/2017WRH03900Parental Leave Expenditure

13/04/2017WRH04000146. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the annual cost of in-
creasing parental leave benefits by one week, two weeks, three weeks, four weeks, five weeks, 
six weeks, seven weeks, eight weeks, nine weeks and ten weeks, respectively. [19104/17]

13/04/2017WRH04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Parents have an entitlement to 
parental leave which is unpaid but there is no provision under current legislation for paid pa-
rental leave.  Since 8 March 2013 the amount of parental leave available for each child amounts 
to a total of 18 working weeks per child.  Both parents have an equal separate entitlement to 
parental leave.

There is a commitment in the Programme for Partnership Government (PfG) to increase 
paid leave for parents for the first year of a child’s life. Work has commenced to explore the op-
tions available with discussions taking place between officials from the Department of Justice 
and Equality and my Department.
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  Question No. 147 withdrawn.

13/04/2017WRH04300Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRH04400148. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection if he travelled abroad as 
part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the duration of the trip; 
the cost of the trip, including travel and accommodation in addition to other expenses incurred; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18901/17]

13/04/2017WRH04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): St. Patrick’s Day offers a unique 
opportunity to promote Ireland’s economic and political interests overseas, with levels of pub-
licity and media attention unmatched by the national day of any other country.  Ministerial visits 
around this period are organised to ensure that we use this exposure to maximise the promotion 
of Ireland’s trade, tourism and investment interests and to spread a positive message about Ire-
land remaining a committed member of the EU.

This year, I undertook a four day St Patrick’s Day promotional programme to Paris and 
Cannes.  I had the opportunity to meet with Minister Sapin, Minister for Labour, Employment 
and Social Affairs where I raised Ireland’s concerns and priorities. 

I also addressed a number of Irish community engagements including Saint Patrick’s “Green-
ing Tours” in both Paris and Cannes and a St Patrick’s Day reception at the Irish Embassy.

I attended business events to  promote trade, tourism and investment and to promote Ireland 
in the international media. 

Each Minister and Department is responsible for their own costs and, where Embassies in-
cur costs on behalf of Ministers, these are agreed with the Ministers’ offices in advance. Before 
travelling, all Ministers are reminded that the programme of Ministerial visits for St. Patrick’s 
Day should be undertaken in the most cost efficient way possible. 

With these guidelines on travel in place, the cost of my Saint Patrick’s Day travel in 2017 
was €196.79.  The Department of Foreign Affairs arranged accommodation and internal trans-
port.  These costs are not available to me yet but the Department will be invoiced for these costs 
in due course.  

13/04/2017WRH04600Disability Allowance Eligibility

13/04/2017WRH04700149. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the docu-
ments which his Department consider as proof of the valuation of an additional property in the 
assessment of an additional property as part of a disability allowance application; if there is 
provision for his department to not assess an additional property if it is in an unfinished state 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18907/17]

13/04/2017WRH04800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
In the case of means-tested payments from my Department, such as disability allowance (DA), 
applicants are assessed with any cash income, property other than the home, and capital (such 
as savings, shares and investments).  For all means-tested schemes, there is an initial amount of 
capital that is disregarded for means assessment purposes.  For most schemes this disregard is 
€20,000 but, in the case of DA, it is €50,000. 

How the means assessment is applied is set down in legislation and deciding officers are 
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obliged to follow this legislation.  There are disregards applied to every means assessment 
which allow for general costs.  There is no disregard allowable specifically for an unfinished 
property. My department accepted the documentation provided by the claimant as proof of the 
valuation of the property.  If the information provided is incorrect, it is open to the person in 
question to provide further documentation. On receipt of the updated information, my depart-
ment will review their entitlement.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

13/04/2017WRH04900Employment Data

13/04/2017WRH05000150. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
private companies assisting his Department in job searches; his views on whether these compa-
nies are providing value for money; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18909/17]

13/04/2017WRH05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The State’s Public Employment 
Service is managed by my Department and delivered directly by its own Intreo service as well 
as by contracted private companies, such as JobPath, Local Employment Service (LES) and Job 
Club providers.  

The department currently has contracts in place with in excess of 60 companies for the 
provision of these services, comprising 44 Job Club, 22 Local Employment Service and two 
JobPath providers. 

The JobPath contract model operates under a payment by results model, i.e. contractors are 
only paid when they achieve sustained employment outcomes for jobseekers.  The LES and Job 
Club contracts are paid by inputs i.e. they are paid an amount that is agreed at the beginning of 
a contract term based on forecasted activity levels.  

As the Deputy may be aware, the contracts for the provision of LES and Job Club services 
may be awarded for a period of up to twelve months and accordingly, all contracts are reviewed 
on an on-going and annual basis.  

My department is committed to the further development of these services and in late 2016 
Indecon were asked to undertake a review of the services being provided and this report is due 
for completion in Q2 of 2017.

In the case of JobPath, my department publishes a quarterly performance report.  The report 
published in January of this year detailed the results of an independent customer satisfaction 
survey which indicates that jobseekers feel that they are receiving a good service and that Job-
Path has improved their chances of securing employment.  Between 76% and 81% of customers 
were satisfied with the service provided and only between 5% and 8% expressed dissatisfaction.  
Over 90% of customers reported that JobPath staff made them feel valued and that they have a 
good relationship with their JobPath adviser.  They also felt that the service had improved their 
chances of getting a job.

While the analysis of employment outcomes for participants showed that they have a higher 
chance of securing and remaining in a job than participants with a similar duration of unem-
ployment.  Given that only a small number of people have completed their full engagement with 
the JobPath service these results can only be treated as indicative, nevertheless they are very 
encouraging.  Should the Deputy wish to consider the matter in more detail, the report is avail-
able on the department’s website. 
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The department will be publishing similar JobPath performance reports for each quarter 
with the next such report to be published on the department’s website in the coming weeks.  In 
addition, the Department is also planning for an econometric review of the JobPath service, 
which will commence later this year when participant numbers will have reached a level to 
support a robust review.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 151 withdrawn.

13/04/2017WRJ00200Child Benefit Eligibility

13/04/2017WRJ00300152. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Social Protection the status regarding 
child benefit payments for persons that reach 18 years of age and remain in full-time education; 
if this can be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19020/17]

13/04/2017WRJ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Child Benefit is a monthly pay-
ment made to families with children in respect of all qualified children up to the age of 16 years.  
The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up to their 18th birthday who are in 
full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is currently paid to around 627,000 
families in respect of some 1.2 million children, with an estimated expenditure of over €2 bil-
lion in 2017. 

Budget 2009 reduced the age for eligibility for Child Benefit from 19 years to less than 18 
years.  A value for money review of child income supports, published by the Department of 
Social Protection in 2010, found that the participation pattern of children in education supports 
the current age limit for Child Benefit. 

Given the universality of Child Benefit, allowing for it to be paid in respect of 18 year olds 
still in full time education would not be a targeted approach.  The adoption of such a proposal 
would also have significant cost implications and would have to be considered in an overall 
budgetary context. 

Families on low incomes can avail of a number of provisions to social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including: 

-  qualified child increases (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments; 

-  family income supplement (FIS) for low-paid employees with children;

-  the back to school clothing and footwear allowance for low income families (paid at the 
full-time second level education rate). 

I am satisfied these schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked with house-
hold income and thereby supports low-income families with older children participating in 
full-time education. 

13/04/2017WRJ00500Mortgage Interest Relief Application

13/04/2017WRJ00600153. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if a cost benefit anal-
ysis has been carried out to justify the cessation of mortgage interest supplement to the 2,000 
persons that are still in receipt of this payment; the supports being made available by his De-
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partment for those exiting this payment when it ceases; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19042/17]

13/04/2017WRJ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The original purpose of the mort-
gage interest supplement scheme was to provide short-term support to eligible people who are 
unable to meet their mortgage interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place 
of residence.  

The scheme was discontinued to new entrants from 1 January 2014.  Customers availing 
of this support prior to 1 January 2014 have been able to retain entitlement to the scheme up to 
1 January 2018.  There are currently approximately 1,880 people in receipt of the scheme, for 
which Government has provided over €4 million in 2017.  

It is expected that over the remaining period the existing customers will continue to exit the 
scheme through sustainable solutions being put in place with their lenders; securing employ-
ment; or exit strategies including the Mortgage to Rent Scheme.  A cost benefit analysis has not 
been carried out to assess the impacts.  The most appropriate way in which customers experi-
encing mortgage difficulties can be supported is through on-going engagement with their lender 
to explore sustainable solutions.  The ongoing payment of this supplement on an indefinite basis 
will not address the longer term issues for people in serious mortgage arrears. 

In line with all schemes administered by my Department, any further extension of the mort-
gage interest scheme for existing customers would have to be considered in a budgetary context. 

The Deputy may be aware that the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS), under 
the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, provides assistance to people who are over-indebt-
ed and need help and advice in coping with debt problems, in particular those on low incomes 
or living on social welfare payments.  As part of its free services, MABS provides help and 
advice to those in mortgage arrears.  

The role of MABS was expanded in 2015 with the establishment of a Dedicated Mortgage 
Arrears MABS service (DMA MABS) across the MABS network, to help people specifically 
with home mortgage arrears.  There are now 32 specialist DMA advisors working across 27 
locations countrywide, assisting borrowers to assess the options available to them and, where 
required, negotiating with lenders on their behalf.  To date, the DMA service has helped almost 
3,450 such borrowers.  

Additionally, MABS provides a national network of court mentors who attend each listed 
repossession Court hearing countrywide. The mentors provide support to distressed borrowers 
who are facing the loss of their home and signpost them to the appropriate services.  To date, 
over 1,400 borrowers have been referred onward to MABS advisors through the court mentor 
service.  

In 2016, a further initiative was announced by Government, known as Abhaile.  This scheme 
further extends the free services already available to borrowers through the DMA MABS ser-
vice and the court mentor service.   The new voucher based scheme, for which MABS is the 
gateway, provides access for people, who are insolvent and in home mortgage arrears, to ac-
cess independent expert financial and/or legal advice and assistance, free of charge.  To date, 
approximately 6,000 vouchers for services have been issued, in respect of over 3,670 principle 
private residences.  

I am continuing to monitor the supports and services which the Department has put in place 
to assist homeowners in serious mortgage arrears.  
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13/04/2017WRJ00800Community Employment Schemes Administration

13/04/2017WRJ00900154. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will clarify his 
comments describing some community employment scheme participants as being persons who 
find it difficult to hold down a job; the basis for these remarks; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19043/17]

13/04/2017WRJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) 
has its origins in 1994.  At that time, long-term unemployment was undermining the employ-
ability of many individuals and the capacity of communities to function as cohesive social 
structures. The alienation experienced by the long-term unemployed often reflected a sense 
of disempowerment in their communities.  CE acted as a resource for communities to identify 
their own needs and priorities and, over the years, it became a vital service to communities 
both in rural areas and areas of urban disadvantage.  It developed into a unique programme that 
integrates employment interventions and training for the individual with community services.  
The programme addresses the multiple needs of people who are often far from ‘employment 
ready’ and experiencing a range of social and economic problems by operating within local and 
community contexts and responding to the needs identified by a variety of community agencies. 

As the Deputy is aware, CE is a labour market activation programme which helps long-term 
unemployed people and other disadvantaged groups to re-enter the active workforce by break-
ing their experience of unemployment through a return to work routine.  The programme assists 
participants to enhance and develop skills which can then be used in the workplace. 

Many people on the Live Register generally exit it again within a short-time frame, without 
any recourse to employment schemes or intensive activation measures.  However, some people 
do require more assistance and support to return to work and schemes like CE are designed to 
do just that.  These types of programmes deliver on two levels.  On the one hand, they provide 
a person who is unemployed with the opportunity of work experience and to develop new skills 
to prepare them for employment in the open labour market.  Secondly, they play a very impor-
tant role in augmenting service delivery to local communities in key areas such as childcare, 
health and social care, drug rehabilitation and local amenities. 

Both participant and local communities have benefitted from these programmes.  In fact, I 
have seen this myself, at first hand, over the past few months when I visited various schemes 
throughout the country and spoke directly to participants about their experience on CE.  

My commitment to CE is evident in the recent changes I announced which will widen the 
range of people who can take part.  My Department will be undertaking a consultation process 
with stakeholders in the coming weeks.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRJ01100Social Insurance Payments

13/04/2017WRJ01200155. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to review 
procedures on the way priests were prohibited from paying a contribution before 1988 (details 
supplied). [19070/17]

13/04/2017WRJ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In general, workers in insurable 
employment or self-employment and whose income from that employment exceeds the rel-
evant insurable threshold, are liable to pay PRSI.  The payment of PRSI entitles them to access 
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a range of social insurance benefits including the contributory State pension, depending on the 
nature of their employment or self- employment.  Similar to other people, priests in employ-
ment, are liable to pay PRSI and can subsequently access social insurance benefits depending 
on the nature of the employment or self-employment in which they are engaged. 

Social insurance coverage was introduced for self-employed workers for the first time in 
1988, to provide access to long-term benefits such as the contributory State pension.  Self-em-
ployed workers, including self-employed clergy, were not covered for any pensions or benefits 
prior to that year and did not pay PRSI contributions.

There are no plans to review the position of people who did not pay contributions in the past. 

Clergy who were employed prior or subsequent to 1988 were liable to pay PRSI based on 
their earnings and their appropriate PRSI Class.  It should be noted priests who were employed 
in some public service occupations (e.g. teachers) and who were appointed prior to April, 1995 
paid PRSI at reduced rates of contributions and are covered for a limited range of benefits and 
pensions.  In particular such contributors are not covered for the contributory State pension 
contributory.  However like other public servants they would, in general, have access to the ap-
propriate occupational pension schemes.

Where any person, including a member of the clergy, is unable to meet the qualifying con-
ditions for the contributory State pension or is only eligible for a reduced rate of contributory 
pension, they may alternatively apply for the means-tested State pension.  The level of payment 
for the means tested State pension (amounts to up to 95% of the maximum contributory pension 
rate. 

13/04/2017WRJ01400One-Parent Family Payment Payments

13/04/2017WRJ01500156. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an emer-
gency payment or exceptional needs payment will issue in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19121/17]

13/04/2017WRJ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned made an 
application for an OFP payment on 30 March 2017, which has been awarded.  The first payment 
was paid into the nominated Post Office on 7 April 2017 and all other payments will be issued 
to her bank account.  The person concerned has been contacted by the Intreo Centre to advise 
her of these payment arrangements.

An application form for Supplementary Welfare Allowance issued to the person concerned 
on 5 April and she was contacted on 10 April.  Once the form is submitted a decision will issue 
on the application.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRJ01700Carer’s Benefit Payments

13/04/2017WRJ01800157. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when carer’s 
benefit will be accepted and approved in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19122/17]

13/04/2017WRJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My department received an ap-
plication for carer’s benefit (CARB) from the person concerned on 12 January 2017 for a care 
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recipient who is resident in Lithuania.  

In order to process a CARB application, both the applicant and the care recipient must have 
a Personal Public Service Number (PPS No). 

This application cannot be processed until the care recipient has obtained a PPS No.  In ad-
dition, further employment information was requested on 4 April 2017.  Once this information 
is received and a PPS No is assigned to the care recipient, the application will be processed and 
the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRJ02000Public Services Card Authentication

13/04/2017WRJ02100158. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a per-
son (details supplied) has been requested to register for a safe; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19124/17]

13/04/2017WRJ02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department of Social Pro-
tection, in conjunction with a number of other Government Departments, has developed a rules 
based standard for establishing and authenticating an individual’s identity for the purposes of 
access to public services.  This programme of work is known as the Standard Authentication 
Framework Environment or SAFE for short. 

Sections 241 and 247(C) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended, require 
a person, when requested, to verify his or her identity.  This is done by attending for a SAFE 
registration which involves the capture of an individual’s photograph and signature, the verifi-
cation of identity and current address as well as the capture of additional data such as answers 
to security questions to be used in ensuring the future integrity of customers’ data.  A Public 
Services Card is then issued to each successful registrant.  

Details of the registration process and information on the documents which a person should 
provide are available on the Department’s website at www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Public-Servic-
es-Card_holder.aspx.

Should a person fail or refuse to comply with the requirement to register, then the legisla-
tion provides for either the disallowance of the person’s claim, where it is a new claim, or the 
disqualification from payment, if it is an existing claim.  The circumstances of persons are taken 
into account, related to their ability to attend and complete the registration process, before a 
payment is discontinued.  Where a person is unable to attend for reasons of illness or frailty, my 
Department may be able to conduct the registration using a mobile registration facility.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRJ02300Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

13/04/2017WRJ02400159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for a 
refusal for a jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied); if an appeal claim 
will be facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19127/17]

13/04/2017WRJ02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  The person concerned was in re-
ceipt of jobseeker’s allowance from 4 July 2016 but the claim was disallowed following review.  
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An appeal of this decision has been received by the Intreo Centre  concerned and an Inspector 
is reviewing the case as a matter of urgency.

The Intreo Centre will also review the case on receipt of a report from the Inspector.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRJ02600Carer’s Allowance Payments

13/04/2017WRJ02700160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the exact entitle-
ment on a weekly basis of carer’s allowance in respect of their family in the case of a person 
(details supplied); if all arrears have been discharged in regard to this or previous entitlement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19128/17]

13/04/2017WRJ02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I can confirm that the person 
concerned is in receipt of the maximum rate of Carer’s Allowance payable to a person caring 
for one care recipient of €209.00 per week. 

This includes a budgetary increase of €5.00 per week effective from 16 March 2017. 

In addition she is in receipt of the maximum rate payable for each of her 3 qualified children 
of €29.80 weekly per child.  

The person concerned has an outstanding Supplementary Welfare Allowance debt which the 
department is recovering by weekly deductions of €30.60 from her carer’s allowance resulting 
in a net payment of €267.80 per week.

Following a previous successful appeal, all arrears owing her from 28 January 2016 issued 
directly to her on 1 September 2016.

I hope this clarified the matter for the Deputy. 

13/04/2017WRJ02900Social Welfare Appeals

13/04/2017WRJ03000161. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the current posi-
tion in regard to an appeal or oral hearing in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19131/17]

13/04/2017WRJ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 8 
February 2017.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers and 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Social Protection.  These papers have been received in the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office on 20 March 2017 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will 
make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if re-
quired, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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13/04/2017WRJ03200Exceptional Needs Payments

13/04/2017WRJ03300162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an emer-
gency or exceptional needs payment will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19133/17]

13/04/2017WRJ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As per response to PQ Ref 17329-
17 an application form for Supplementary Welfare Allowance has been posted to the person 
concerned.  If they wish to apply for an Exceptional Needs Payment they should complete the 
application form and send it to the CWS in Maynooth where it will be considered.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRJ03500Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

13/04/2017WRJ03600163. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if arrangements 
will be made to arrange for payment of dependant allowance in respect of a person (details sup-
plied). [19134/17]

13/04/2017WRJ03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An Increase for a Qualified Child 
(IQC) can be paid to a jobseekers allowance recipient when the child is over 18 if that child is 
in full time education, up to 22 years of age or up to the end of the academic year in which he or 
she reaches 22.  The person concerned is required to provide the Intreo Office with a registra-
tion letter from the college confirming the child is attending full time education in order for an 
application for an increase for a qualified child to be assessed and a decision to issue.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRJ03800Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRJ03900164. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount provided 
under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure across his Department; 
the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19290/17]

13/04/2017WRJ04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department is a major user 
of Information Technology and has made significant investment in supporting technical in-
frastructure over previous years.  The final agreed capital funding available for investment in 
information technology infrastructure and office equipment in 2016 was €10.4m and €8m in 
2017.   

The Department has agreed capital allocations for the remaining period of the Capital Plan 
‘Building on Recovery:  Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2016-2021’ i.e. 2018 - €9m; 
2019- €9m; 2020 - €8m and 2021 - €8m.  However, the specific breakdown for information 
technology infrastructure has still to be determined. 

From January 2016 to end March 2017 the Department spent €9.8m in supporting techni-
cal infrastructure.  The following outlines the progress made in 2016 and the key areas that the 
Department intends focussing on in 2017.

-  Building on the significant investment made in 2016 there will be further investment 
in 2017 on the infrastructure in direct use by staff.  During 2016 some 4,000 new PCs were 
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deployed, almost 600 PCs were upgraded, 786 laptops were made available to staff and 2,170 
scanners were installed. The investment in the PCs was made to replace obsolete equipment 
and to deliver far more processing power at the desktop in support of business initiatives under 
the digital agenda.  The laptops were made available to field working staff to facilitate access 
to up-to-date data and to reduce maintenance of paper files.  The scanners are being deployed 
to allow capture of electronic versions of documents and reduce the size of the Department’s 
paper data holdings.  This investment will continue in 2017 but on a lesser scale given that this 
was a major focus area in 2016.

-  There will be further investment in new storage technology.  The volume of data that the 
Department maintains continues to grow. Data that was hitherto retained on paper is now being 
captured electronically and maintained centrally.  The investment in storage will be in tradi-
tional disk storage and also in WORM (Write Once Read Many) and solid state storage.  The 
investment in WORM will be used to store scanned images. The solid state technology will be 
deployed in support of big data initiatives and to help improve batch performance. 

-  All of the Departments offices are connected back to the central data centres located 
in Dublin.  Building on the investment already made in the Department’s Metropolitan Area 
Network (MAN) there will be a major focus in 2017 on the Wide Area Network (WAN) and 
on delivering new and upgraded network links to these offices and to build varying degrees of 
resilience to these offices based on their workloads.  This will be a major investment for the 
Department in 2017 and will deliver high-bandwidth links that will sustain the Department for 
some years to come.

-  The demand for computer room servers is ever present.  The investment here in 2017 will 
be targeted at replacing old equipment and on delivering new computer servers configured to 
best industry standards to support a range of business functions.  

-  The Department’s Unified Communications strategy is focused on centralising its tele-
communications services and carrying all voice traffic over the main network.  There will be 
investment therefore in hardware and software infrastructure during 2017 in support of this 
strategy.

-  There was a major focus in 2016 on investment in security technology. New anti-malware 
/ anti-virus software was deployed to all devices.  A significant investment was made in new 
firewalls to further strengthen and maintain perimeter security. There will be continued invest-
ment in this area in 2017 to ensure that the Department’s security systems stay current.

-  As part of its commitment to the Digital Agenda the Department will start an investment in 
self-service technology during 2017.  The objective here will be to build on the services avail-
able through MyWelfare.ie and to facilitate facilitated and non-facilitated engagement by the 
customer with the services of the Department.

-  Finally there were smaller investments made in such areas as computer room racking 
cabinetry, provision of printing services, purchase of software licences and provision of ancil-
lary equipment. 

13/04/2017WRJ04100Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRJ04200165. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he travelled 
abroad as part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the duration of 
the trip; the cost of the trip, including travel and accommodation in addition to other expenses 
incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18896/17]
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13/04/2017WRJ04300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): St. Patrick’s Day 
offers a unique opportunity to promote Ireland’s economic and political interests overseas, with 
levels of publicity and media attention unmatched by the national day of any other country.  
Ministerial visits around this period are organised to ensure that we use this exposure to maxi-
mise the promotion of Ireland’s trade, tourism and investment interests and to spread a positive 
message about Ireland remaining a committed member of the EU.

This year, I undertook a four day St Patrick’s Day promotional programme and trade mis-
sion to Milan and Rome.  The programme began in Italy’s economic capital, Milan; with a se-
ries of events with state agencies such as Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, Bord Bía and Tourism 
Ireland.

Italy is an important partner for Ireland – indeed it’s our ninth largest trading partner with 
annual trade exceeding €12 billion annually.  Italy is also an important tourist market for us 
with over 300,000 Italians visiting Ireland annually and great potential to grow that market. 
With the pending departure of the UK from the European Union, Italy will be the third largest 
economy in the EU. Ireland’s trade and cultural links with the Italian people will only increase 
in the coming years.

The visit also took in the Italian capital Rome, for an important bi-lateral meeting with the 
Italian Foreign Minister, Angelino Alfano where I raised Ireland’s unique concerns and priori-
ties.  The Italian government has a strong understanding of our approach, and I have had the 
opportunity to brief Prime Minister Gentiloni when he visited Ireland in his capacity as Foreign 
Minister last year.

I also addressed a number of Irish community engagements including the now-annual 
“greening” of the Colosseum for St Patrick’s Day, a major St Patrick’s Day reception at the 
Irish Embassy, and the hosting of the gala “Celtic Ball” in the city. 

As well as these individual meetings, the St. Patrick’s Day period is also used to promote 
trade, tourism and investment at larger business events and to promote Ireland in the interna-
tional media. 

Each Minister and Department is responsible for their own costs and, where Embassies in-
cur costs on behalf of Ministers, these are agreed with the Ministers’ offices in advance.  Before 
travelling, all Ministers are reminded that the programme of Ministerial visits for St. Patrick’s 
Day should be undertaken in the most cost efficient way possible. 

With these guidelines on travel in place, the cost of my Saint Patrick’s Day travel in 2017 
was just over €965, including accommodation and incidental costs. 

13/04/2017WRJ04400UN Conventions

13/04/2017WRJ04500166. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on the development of a United Nations convention on the rights of older people; the input of 
the Government to date in respect of such a convention; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18977/17]

13/04/2017WRJ04600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The international 
human rights framework exists to protect and promote the human rights of all people and its 
advancement is a key foreign policy priority for Ireland.

Ireland was among a number of countries, including all EU Member States, that co-spon-
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sored the resolution on the rights of older persons, adopted by the Human Rights Council on 
29 September 2016.  The resolution aims to contribute to substantive understanding of how 
human rights standards apply to older persons, and provides for consideration of the possible 
elaboration of a multilateral legal instrument on the rights of older people.  The resolution also 
renewed the mandate of the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older 
persons, Ms. Rosa Kornfeld-Matte.  The establishment of this new mandate in 2013 was sup-
ported by Ireland.

Older persons already enjoy a number of important protections within the existing interna-
tional framework although we recognise there are some shortcomings in terms of implementa-
tion.  

International obligations to older persons are implicit in the core human rights Treaties, in-
cluding the two Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and on Civil and Political 
Rights.

Moreover, since 1982, the international community has explored the situation of older per-
sons, including by the adoption of the 1991 United Nations Principles for Older Persons and 
the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing in 2002.  The third review of the Plan of 
Action is taking place this year and the UN Secretary General will present the report to the 
Commission for Social Development in 2018. Ireland submitted its report for the third review 
in February this year. 

In addition, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, clearly identifies older people 
as an integral part of our population.  Implementation of each of the seventeen Sustainable 
Development Goals will contribute directly or indirectly to improve the lives of older people. 

Accordingly, while Ireland is prepared to engage in discussions, in particular in the UN 
Open-ended Working Group on Ageing, on the case for a dedicated legal instrument for older 
people on its merits, efforts to strengthen the promotion and protection of the human rights of 
older people should include a focus on better implementing the existing international human 
rights framework which will, in turn, help to establish to what extent further measures might 
be required.  

13/04/2017WRJ04700European Council Meetings

13/04/2017WRJ04800167. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the perse-
cution of Christians has been discussed at any recent EU Foreign Affairs Council; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19073/17]

13/04/2017WRJ04900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland is deeply 
concerned by the continued discrimination, intimidation and systematic harassment of people 
based on their religion or belief.  Ireland strongly condemns all forms of persecution on the 
basis of religion or belief, irrespective of where they occur and who the victims are.

Our commitment to promoting freedom of religion and belief is reaffirmed in the Global Is-
land: Ireland’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World, which was published in January 2015 and 
more recently in the Programme for Partnership Government.  We work to advance our com-
mitment to promoting freedom of religion or belief at the EU, the UN Human Rights Council, 
the UN General Assembly and through our bilateral contacts.

Ireland has reiterated this commitment on many occasions, including during my address 
to the UN General Assembly in New York in September 2016, where I reaffirmed Ireland’s 
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commitment to speak out in defence of religious minorities who continue to suffer persecution.  
More recently at the 71st Session of UNGA in October 2016, Ireland made a statement express-
ing our concern for those facing persecution on the basis of their religion or belief. 

Ireland also supported an EU-led resolution on freedom of religion or belief adopted during 
the UN General Assembly in 2016 and the March 2017 session of the Human Rights Council.  

Ireland works within and alongside the EU to address the persecution of Christians and 
other religious minorities. During our Presidency of the European Council in 2013, Ireland 
played a key role in the development of the EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief, 
which provide a framework for the promotion of this right in the EU’s external human rights 
policy.  In 2015, Ireland also pressed for the inclusion of a reference to the promotion of this 
right in the EU Action Plan for Human Rights and Democracy 2015-2019, which ensures that 
the EU will continue to engage on the issue of the promotion of freedom of religion and belief. 

13/04/2017WRJ05000Humanitarian Aid

13/04/2017WRJ05100168. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if consider-
ation is being given to the establishment of a major civil society hub here in relation to overseas 
development and the humanitarian assistance sector, in view of the fact many non governmen-
tal organisations are based in London at present and EU funding is of critical importance in their 
work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19074/17]

13/04/2017WRJ05200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): The Government recognises the value of a strong, independent and inclusive civil 
society and has a long history, through Irish Aid, of supporting Irish civil society organisations 
in fighting poverty and hunger and responding to humanitarian crises.  Irish Aid manages a 
range of civil society funding partnerships to implement these objectives.

When I addressed the World Humanitarian Summit last May, I highlighted our commitment 
to providing long term funding and increased coherence between humanitarian and develop-
ment work and this has been reflected in the structure of some of the key multi-annual funding 
streams this year.  This was the result of an extensive and rigorous process of cooperation with 
civil society partners, to ensure that the most effective possible development results and hu-
manitarian interventions are achieved with Irish taxpayers’ support.

Irish Aid will continue to co-ordinate with other donors and with international and national 
civil society to support poverty reduction and humanitarian response efforts.  We are also giving 
close consideration, along with our EU Member State partners, to the implications for the EU’s 
development work and development budgets of the UK’s planned departure from the European 
Union.  In terms of non-governmental organisations based in London, and indeed NGOs gen-
erally, we recognise the importance of the autonomy of these organisations to determine their 
areas of focus and operational priorities.  Decisions on the part of civil society organisations 
as to how and where they conduct their fundraising and grant-application operations are fun-
damentally a matter for those organisations.  However, the establishment of a hub to facilitate 
applications for EU funding is not under consideration.

13/04/2017WRJ05300Northern Ireland

13/04/2017WRJ05400169. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the outcome 
of his discussions to date with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with the political 
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parties represented in the Northern Ireland Assembly regarding the need to have the Northern 
Ireland Executive restored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19082/17]

13/04/2017WRJ05500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Following the As-
sembly election, I spoke on 5 March with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, and the 
Taoiseach spoke with Prime Minister May.  Both Governments agreed on the need for intensive 
engagement to address outstanding issues and commitments to ensure the early establishment 
of an Executive.  As co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement, both Governments have a 
role to play in supporting the effective operation of the devolved institutions, and in uphold-
ing both the letter and the spirit of the Agreement as a whole, in the interests of all in Northern 
Ireland.

In this context I am representing the Government in the current intensive talks in Belfast.  
These talks have two objectives.  Firstly, to allow the political parties to reach an agreement 
on the formation of a new Executive.  Secondly, to address the implementation of outstanding 
issues from previous Agreements.  The discussions are structured around a shared approach put 
forward by both Governments following on from talks last month where it did not prove pos-
sible for the political parties in Northern Ireland to reach agreement on the establishment of a 
power-sharing Executive before the statutory deadline of 27 March.

Overall there is encouraging progress being made in this renewed phase but I am under no 
illusions about the challenge of resolving the core issues that remain outstanding.  Serious is-
sues remain to be resolved - including those which were to the fore before the collapse of the 
last Executive and during the election campaign.  However with resolve and determination 
from all the parties, and support and encouragement from the two Governments, I believe a 
successful outcome is possible. 

As part of my engagement with the Secretary of State and with each of the parties in the 
discussions in recent weeks, I have strongly emphasised the critical importance of forming a 
new Executive so that Northern Ireland’s interests can be effectively represented, as part of the 
process of the EU-UK negotiations which are about to commence.  I very much hope that the 
necessary agreement between the parties will be reached on formation of the Executive as soon 
as possible, so that it can directly represent the interests of the people of Northern Ireland in 
these negotiations which are of major significance. 

As the formal talks pause briefly for Easter, I encourage everyone to maintain informal con-
tacts and to reflect on what can be achieved if, in the weeks ahead, an Executive is established 
that operates effectively and sustainably.  I am convinced that all parties are willing to play 
their part in reaching such a sustainable agreement which will provide for stable power-sharing 
government in Northern Ireland underpinned by the principles of the Good Friday Agreement. 

The Irish Government as a co-guarantor of that Agreement and the peace process will con-
tinue to play its part in facilitating these ongoing talks, working with the British Government 
and encouraging all parties to reach agreement on the formation of a new Executive that is 
demonstrably in the best interests of the people of Northern Ireland.

13/04/2017WRJ05600Undocumented Irish in the USA

13/04/2017WRJ05700170. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans 
to have further discussions with the United States authorities on immigration reform, in view 
of the concerns of the undocumented Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19086/17]



Questions - Written Answers

222

13/04/2017WRJ05800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
and Ireland’s diplomatic representatives in the United States of America continue to actively 
monitor the situation of the undocumented Irish in the United States.  We also systematically 
avail of opportunities to raise their situation with the US Government and Congressional repre-
sentatives, pressing our case that a solution to their plight will be found.

I raised these issues during my meetings with senior members of Congress from both sides 
of the aisle and representatives of the new Administration when I visited Washington DC in 
January and early February.   In these discussions (which included Speaker Ryan and other 
Congressional leaders), I emphasised that the Government’s objectives remain constant: relief 
for the undocumented and finding greater pathways for legal migration to the United States.

An Taoiseach subsequently used the opportunity of his meetings with President Trump, 
Vice-President Trump, Speaker Ryan and other senior US leaders during the St. Patrick’s Day 
events in Washington DC to raise immigration-related issues and to convey the continuing im-
portance which we attach to them.

Minister of State Joe McHugh was also very active on these issues during his recent visit 
to New York where he met a number of emigrant support groups who are directly involved in 
supporting the undocumented and heard their perspectives on recent developments. 

In addition to these contacts at political level, the Embassy in Washington and our Consul-
ates across the United States continue to work with Irish immigration centres on a daily basis in 
providing support to Irish citizens in the United States.  

Our Embassy in Washington DC remains in ongoing contact with key immigration stake-
holders within the Irish community across the US. The Government and my Department are 
committed to providing practical support to undocumented Irish citizens in the US, while also 
continuing to advocate for immigration reform. 

The Government will continue to avail of opportunities to raise these important issues in our 
contacts with the US and to seek relief for undocumented Irish citizens. 

13/04/2017WRJ05900Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRJ06000171. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the amount 
provided under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure across his Depart-
ment; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19288/17]

13/04/2017WRJ06100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): €1.22 million in 
capital funding was allocated to ICT for this Department in 2017.  To-date, €48,700 has been 
spent.

€7.3 million in capital funding was allocated to the Passport Service for 2017.  To date 
€250,031 has been spent. 

My Department has made considerable progress in the provision of a global ICT infrastruc-
ture to underpin the provision of its services. The Passport Reform programme, including the 
recent launch of an On-line Application service, will continue to provide major enhancements 
in the quality of Passport Services for Irish citizens.
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13/04/2017WRK00200Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

13/04/2017WRK00300172. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will report on a meeting between his Department and SIPTU which took place on 24 Feb-
ruary 2017; if he will also report on any subsequent meeting or decision regarding community 
employment scheme supervisors’ retiring and gratuity payments; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18969/17]

13/04/2017WRK00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Meetings 
between the management and union side interests, including SIPTU, to the Community Sector 
Forum took place on 24 February 2017 and 7 April 2017.  The minutes of these meetings await 
formal approval by the parties to the Forum and will on such approval be publicly available on 
my Department’s website.  

13/04/2017WRK00500Flood Relief Schemes Expenditure

13/04/2017WRK00600173. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided for the flood mitigation initiatives in Clonmel; the amount spent to date; the 
expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18794/17]

13/04/2017WRK00700174. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided for the flood mitigation initiatives in Dublin; the amount spent to date; the 
expected completion date; the progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18795/17]

13/04/2017WRK00800175. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided for the flood mitigation initiatives in Ennis; the amount spent to date; the ex-
pected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18796/17]

13/04/2017WRK00900176. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided for the flood mitigation initiatives in Fermoy; the amount spent to date; the 
expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18797/17]

13/04/2017WRK01000177. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the flood mitigation initiatives in Arklow; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18798/17]

13/04/2017WRK01100178. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the flood mitigation initiatives in Bandon; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18799/17]

13/04/2017WRK01200179. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the flood mitigation initiatives in Claregalway; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18800/17]

13/04/2017WRK01300180. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the flood mitigation initiatives in Templemore; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18801/17]
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13/04/2017WRK01400181. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the flood mitigation initiatives in Enniscorthy; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18802/17]

13/04/2017WRK01500182. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the flood mitigation initiatives in Skibbereen; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18803/17]

13/04/2017WRK01600183. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the OPW flood risk management programme; the 
amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18804/17]

13/04/2017WRK01700184. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount  provided under the capital plan for the new walls and embankments at Curraheen, Gla-
sheen, North Channel and South Channel; the amount spent to date; the expected completion 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18805/17]

13/04/2017WRK01800185. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the flow reduction on the South Channel; the amount 
spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18806/17]

13/04/2017WRK01900186. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the development of detailed flood forecasting sys-
tem; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18807/17]

13/04/2017WRK02000187. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the development of optimised dam operating proce-
dures for extreme events; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18808/17]

13/04/2017WRK02100188. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the localised defences between Inniscarra and the 
city; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18809/17]

13/04/2017WRK02200189. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the flood gates at some footbridges and boardwalk 
locations; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18810/17]

13/04/2017WRK02300190. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for localised surface water pumps; the amount spent to 
date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18811/17]

13/04/2017WRK02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney) (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173 to 190, inclusive, to-
gether.

The table below sets out the budget, expenditure to date and the completion date of each of 
the projects referred to in the aforementioned questions.  It is understood that the issues referred 
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to in Question Nos. 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 
188, 189 and 190 all relate to the Lower Lee ( Cork City) Flood Relief Scheme.

Flood Relief Scheme Budget Expenditure to 
date

Completion date

Ennis Upper €13.7 €12m  2011
Ennis Lower €18.7m €17m Expected by mid 2018
Ennis South €4.71m €0.3m Expected by end 2018
Templemore €9.27m €0.8m End 2019
Enniscorthy €31.9m €1.8m Expected by end 2020
South Campshires 
Dublin

€5m €4.3 Expected later in 2017

Dodder Phases 2C, 
2D & 2E Dublin

€12.5m €9.6m Expected by end 2017

Clonmel €41.5m €41.2m 2013
Wad River Dublin €5m €5m 2014
Arklow €760,000 €531,635 Feasibility Report to 

be completed end 2017 
to determine viable 
scheme.

Fermoy €39.4m €34.5m Fermoy North Scheme 
completed in 2011 and 
Fermoy South scheme 
completed in 2015

Bandon €23.4m €3.7m Expected by mid 2019
Claregalway €6.4m €4.2m Expected by end 2018
Skibbereen €33.2m €5.4m Expected by mid 2019
Lower Lee (Cork 
City)

€140m €3m Expected by end 2024

The Government has committed to spending €430 million on capital flood relief activities 
between 2016 and 2021 as part of the Capital Investment Programme. €57 million has been 
spent so far on the Programme which will advance up to 37 projects from the current Capital 
Programme, many of these to final completion during this period. In addition, many of projects 
arising from the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme, 
which has investigated flooding issues in 300 areas throughout the State, will also be advanced 
in this period once a national Priority ranking list has been decided.

13/04/2017WRK02500Public Sector Pensions Data

13/04/2017WRK02600191. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of public sector pensioners currently in receipt of a public sector pension; the annual 
cost of these pensions; the schedule for unwinding the public service pension reductions; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [18812/17]

13/04/2017WRK02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Based on data 
collected in respect of the end-2015 position, there are believed to be about 152,000 persons in 
receipt of a public service pension, including retirees and recipients of dependant pensions. The 
annual gross cost of paying these pensions is an estimated €3.3 billion. 
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The Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) is being significantly reversed in three stages 
under FEMPI 2015, with PSPR-affected pensioners getting pension increases via substantial 
restoration of the PSPR cuts on 1 January 2016, 1 January 2017 and 1 January 2018.  When 
fully rolled-out from 1 January 2018, the changes will mean that all public service pensions 
with pre-PSPR values of up to €34,132 will be fully exempt from PSPR, while those pensioners 
not fully removed from the reach of PSPR will, in the majority of cases, benefit by €1,680 per 
year. The cost of these changes is estimated at about €90 million on a full-year basis from 2018.

13/04/2017WRL00200Public Sector Staff Remuneration

13/04/2017WRL00300192. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of public sector employees currently in receipt of a salary; the annual cost of these 
salaries; the cost of restoring pay to 2018 levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18813/17]

13/04/2017WRL00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Based on the 
current data available to my Department, the total number of public service employees currently 
in receipt of a salary at end of December 2016 was some 307,000 (full-time equivalent)-FTE).  
The Exchequer Paybill for 2016 at €15.7bn gross provided for the annual cost of the salaries for 
approx. 279,000 (FTE) public servants.  It should be noted that Local Authority staff, of which 
there are some 28,000 (FTE), are not funded through the Exchequer Paybill.  

Further relevant up-to-date information on public service numbers can be found on my De-
partment’s website http://databank.per.gov.ie. 

The Government has, through the negotiation and agreement of a financially prudent public 
service agreement on pay and related issues, provided for a gradual unwinding of the FEMPI 
measures as they apply to public servants. The terms of this agreement, the Lansdowne Road 
Agreement, are being implemented under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest Act 2015 with effect from 1 January 2016 at a full year cost of €844m to 2018. This 
approach has also enabled resources to be assigned for the ongoing recruitment of additional 
front line public service staff such as Gardaí, Teachers and Health professionals to support the 
delivery of our vital public services.  

After full implementation of the Lansdowne Road Agreement, the cost of repealing the re-
maining FEMPI pay reductions is estimated at some €1.4 billion plus PRSI.

13/04/2017WRL00500Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRL00600193. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure across his 
Department; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18847/17]

13/04/2017WRL00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The purpose 
of capital investment undertaken by my Department, including the National Shared Services 
Office (NSSO) and the Office of Government Procurement (OGP), is to deliver greater effec-
tiveness and efficiency across the Civil and Public Service.  The nature of many of the reform 
initiatives set out in ambitious plans such as the Public Service Reform Plan and the Public 
Service ICT Strategy is that up-front investment is sometimes required to deliver service im-
provements and greater consolidation and efficiency across the Civil and Public Service in the 
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medium and long term.  Therefore, this can involve my Department taking on additional costs, 
including capital costs, in the short-term.  

The total capital allocation to my Department’s Group of Votes, excluding OPW, under the 
Capital Plan 2016-21 was €32 million.  In 2016, IT Capital Expenditure was €2.3 million on my 
Department’s Vote, €9.4 million on the NSSO Vote and €1.2 million on the OGP Vote.

The Office of the Government Chief Information Officer (OGCIO) invests and develops IT 
infrastructure on behalf of my Department, the Department of Finance, the NSSO and the OGP.  
However, its broader role is to leverage ICT to gain efficiencies and to improve the effectiveness 
of service delivery across the Civil and Public Service.  The OGCIO takes the lead on driving 
forward the implementation of the Public Service ICT Strategy, working with Departments and 
agencies across the Public Service.  Good progress is being made in the five strategic themes of 
the strategy which are: Build to Share; Digital First; Data as an Enabler; Improve Governance; 
and Increase Capability.  For instance, under the Build to Share pillar of the Strategy, the OG-
CIO continues to enhance the Government Network that has been in existence for many years.  
In 2017, as a result of this investment, the Network will operate at higher speeds, providing high 
capacity services to the wider Public Service.  The enhanced network will support agencies in 
the roll-out of new applications, new ways of working and engaging with the citizen.  

The NSSO continues to make significant progress in its task to generate efficiencies as well 
as to enhance the effectiveness of the public service support infrastructure.  The NSSO invest-
ment in IT continues to develop the systems infrastructure so that the benefits of the Govern-
ment’s Shared Services programme can be realised.  The key areas under the programme are the 
PeoplePoint Shared Service Centre (HR and Pensions Administration), Payroll Shared Service 
Centre and Financial Management Shared Services.  

The OGP invests in its IT systems to deliver on its mandate to drive procurement savings 
to the State.  The OGP is continuing to invest in the eTenders platform to support national and 
EU procurement requirements.  In 2017, a Customer Relationship Management / Workflow 
Management System, is being implemented to support OGP’s Customer Service function and 
sourcing activities of the OGP and its sector partners. 

13/04/2017WRL00800Flood Relief Schemes Expenditure

13/04/2017WRL00900194. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
OPW’s flood relief works and plans in respect of the east Meath and Louth constituency; the 
cost of such works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18881/17]

13/04/2017WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised that construction commenced on the Northlands Estate, Bettystown 
Flood Relief works in late October 2016 with an estimated construction cost of €1.5m and will 
take an approximately 1 year to complete. 

In 2016, the OPW approved funding of €511,200 under the Office of Public Works’ (OPW) 
Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection scheme to Meath County Council for 
projects at Ashbourne and Woodtown, Co Meath.

In 2017, works commenced on the flood relief scheme at Bellurgan, Co. Louth and is pro-
gressing well.  In addition,  the OPW approved funding of €14,400 under the Office of Public 
Works’ (OPW) Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection scheme to Louth County 
Council for a project at Rampark, Lordship, Co. Louth.
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The OPW carries out its own programme of Arterial Drainage Maintenance to a total of 
11,500km of river channel and approximately 730km of embankments nationally. These main-
tenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed by the OPW under the Arteri-
al Drainage Acts 1945, whose purpose was primarily to improve the drainage of agricultural 
lands.  The OPW has a statutory duty to maintain the completed schemes in proper repair and in 
an effective condition. The annual maintenance programme typically involves some clearance 
of vegetation and removal of silt build-up on an average five-yearly cycle.

During 2016 maintenance works was carried out on approx. 4km of the Mornington channel 
and also the Northlands channel.

The core strategy for addressing significant flood risks nationally is the Catchment Flood 
Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme. For the purposes of the national Pro-
gramme, the country has been divided into regional study areas based on river basin districts.  

The following towns in Co. Louth, Annagassan, Ardee, Baltray, Blackrock South, Carling-
ford and Greenore, Dundalk, Termonfeckin and Drogheda, towns in Co. Meath, Ashbourne, 
Athboy, Ballivor, Bettystown, Clonee, Duleek, Dunboyne, Gormanston, Longwood, Morning-
ton, Navan, Ratoath, and Trim have been identified as Areas for Further Assessment (AFA) 
under the CFRAM Programme. Flood maps and a range of options for managing the flood risk 
in these towns were presented to the public for consultation at local Public Consultation Days 
held during the end of last year.

The current position regarding the CFRAM Study is that flood risk management plans are 
now being finalised, taking account of the submissions made through the public consultation 
held in 2016. When this process is completed, scheduled for Spring 2017, a prioritised list of 
feasible measures, both structural and non-structural, will be drawn up to address flood risk in 
an environmentally sustainable and cost effective manner. The Plans will then be submitted for 
approval by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and subsequently for the adoption 
by the Local Authorities.

13/04/2017WRL01100Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRL01200195. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
travelled abroad as part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the 
duration of the trip; the cost of the trip, including travel and accommodation in addition to other 
expenses incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18900/17]

13/04/2017WRL01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I travelled to 
Korea and Japan as part of the 2017 Irish Government’s St Patrick’s Day Promote Ireland pro-
gramme.  The programme included a 3 day programme in Seoul, Korea and a 3 day programme 
in Tokyo, Japan. I was accompanied on the visit by two officials; my Private Secretary and 
Special Adviser.  The programme aimed to promote trade, investment and tourism in Ireland 
through a series of economic and cultural activities.  The programme included engagements 
with major Korean, Japanese and Irish employers, meetings with Ministerial counterparts and 
speaking engagements at influential business organisations.  The programme also provided an 
important opportunity to thank Ireland’s partners in Korea and Japan for their investment in the 
relationship, and to highlight the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Ireland and 
Japan.

Costs associated with the visit are contained in the following table:
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Name Flight de-
tails Dub-
lin Seoul
Tokyo 
Dublin

Flight de-
tails Seoul 
Tokyo

Accom-
modation 
Korea 
Seoul

Accom-
modation 
Japan-
Tokyo*

Other** Total

Minister €3,423.82 €316.36 €515.47 Paid by 
Japanese 
Govern-
ment

€3,088.99 €7,344.64

Private 
Secretary

€3,423.82 €316.36 €450.41 Paid by 
Japanese 
Govern-
ment

€0.00 €4,190.59

Special 
Adviser

€3,423.82 €316.36 €450.41 Paid by 
Japanese 
Govern-
ment

€0.00 €4,190.59

Calculations are based on online currency exchange figures as there are a number of out-
standing invoices to be received from D/Foreign Affairs.

*Accommodation for Tokyo paid by Japanese Government as part of the 60th   Anniversary 
of diplomatic relations.

**Other includes gifts, business cards, translation costs, ministerial briefings and travel and 
subsistence.

13/04/2017WRL01400Capital Expenditure Programme

13/04/2017WRL01500196. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
review of the capital programme will be completed and published. [18918/17]

13/04/2017WRL01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Submissions 
in relation to the mid-term review and the additional funding available, were sought from De-
partments in January and are currently being received by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform.  

A public consultation process has also commenced, to ascertain the views of the public and 
key stakeholders on what our national infrastructure priorities should be and to seek views on 
infrastructure investment priorities beyond the period of the current Capital Plan, which will 
help formulate a longer term Capital Plan for the next 10 years.

Submissions will be accepted up until 30 April 2017, and may be published on the Depart-
ment’s website.

My Department’s assessment of the submissions received on the Capital Review will be 
based on, for example, updated analysis of infrastructure capacity and demand as well as the 
new National Planning Framework due to be published later this year in order to ensure that 
the additional capital resources are targeted on priority public capital infrastructure required to 
support Ireland’s medium-term growth potential and underpin social cohesion.

It is expected that the review process will be completed in Quarter 3 of 2017, to enable the 
Government to make final decisions in due course on how the remaining additional capital 
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funding should be allocated.

13/04/2017WRL01700Departmental Expenditure

13/04/2017WRL01800197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent of savings likely to be required in Departments in the course of the current years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18952/17]

13/04/2017WRL01900200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he remains satisfied that expenditure and reform goals continue to be achieved through-
out all Departments and subordinate agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18955/17]

13/04/2017WRL02000203. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he remains satisfied regarding the adequacy of budgetary provisions affecting each Department; 
if he expects the original allocation to remain sufficient throughout 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18958/17]

13/04/2017WRL02100206. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he has satisfied himself that expenditure overruns by all Departments barring exceptional 
circumstances are likely to be curtailed in full; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18961/17]

13/04/2017WRL02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 197, 200, 203 and 206 together.

Budget 2015 marked a key turning point when overall expenditure reductions were not re-
quired to meet our key fiscal targets.  The improving fiscal conditions have allowed the Govern-
ment to allocate additional resources towards emerging expenditure needs with prudent increas-
es in gross voted expenditure of 3% on average in the three year period since the end of 2014. 

The Government’s commitment to prudent and sustainable spending increases means that 
a core issue over the coming period is to ensure that the available resources continue to be di-
rected towards meeting emerging social and economic priorities to best effect. In this regard, 
work on the Spending Review is now underway.  This review will systematically examine ex-
isting spending programmes over a 3 year cycle to assess their effectiveness in meeting policy 
objectives and also to identify the scope for re-allocating funding to meet expenditure priorities.

Managing the delivery of public services within Budgetary allocations is a key responsi-
bility of each Minister and their Department.  The drawdown of funds from the Exchequer is 
monitored against the published expenditure profiles and this information is published monthly, 
as part of the Department of Finance’s Fiscal Monitor. 

Based on the expenditure figures reported in the March Fiscal Monitor, no significant spend-
ing pressures are evident from the Quarter 1 position.  Gross voted expenditure to end-March 
was €130 million (-0.9%) below profile.  There is an additional cost of €0.12bn arising this 
year from the decision to bring forward to April, from September, a pay increase due under the 
Lansdowne Road Agreement.  This cost is to be met from available public resources taking into 
account the scope for reallocation of expenditure, while also ensuring that core public services 
are not adversely impacted.  The extent to which Departments are in a position to meet this ad-
ditional cost will only be determined later in the year.  The position will be closely monitored 
and Government will consider how best to meet any additional funding requirements where the 
need arises. 
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13/04/2017WRL02300Public Sector Reform Implementation

13/04/2017WRL02400198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which reform remains a feature of his Department’s policy, with particular refer-
ence to ensuring good value for the taxpayer and quality service for the consumer; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18953/17]

13/04/2017WRL02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  Public Ser-
vice Reform continues to be a key feature of my Department’s policy. Considerable progress 
has been made since the first Public Service Reform Plan was published in 2011. 

We are now moving from a stage of reform to one of development and continuous improve-
ment which will cover the period 2017-2020.  The Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form are currently developing a new Public Service Development and Innovation Framework.  
This will set out a series of actions to be delivered out to 2020 which will both build on the 
achievements of the last six years and respond to new challenges.

The Framework will focus, first and foremost, on our customers.  We aim to place the cus-
tomer’s needs at the core of every decision from policy formulation to service design through to 
the service delivery.  The Framework will focus on increasing access, enabling better delivery 
and engagement with our customers using new tools such as increased digitisation, increasing 
accessibility of services and better data-sharing.

The development and future implementation of the Framework is occurring within a context 
of increased customer satisfaction with our service delivery.  Last week I welcomed the publi-
cation of the Civil Service Customer Satisfaction Survey 2017. Overall satisfaction levels for 
service delivery and outcome are the highest recorded to date.  83% of customers were satisfied 
with both the service received (up from 76% in 2015). 82% were satisfied with the outcome of 
their most recent contact (also up from 76% in 2015), and 87% said service levels are mostly 
meeting or exceeding expectations (up from 83% in 2015).

Ensuring value for the tax payer is an important element of public expenditure management. 
In January of this year, work began on the 2017 Spending Review.  This is the first in a planned 
series of ‘rolling’ selective reviews that will take place each year to 2019. The review will 
systematically examine existing spending programmes to assess their effectiveness in meeting 
policy objectives and to identify scope for re-allocating funding to meet expenditure priorities.  
This approach allows for an examination of the totality of Government spending on an ongoing 
basis and is intended to ensure that the maximum efficiency and effectiveness is achieved for 
every euro of public funding.

13/04/2017WRL02600Capital Expenditure Programme

13/04/2017WRL02700199. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which current expenditure levels are likely to impact on capital expenditure re-
quirements in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18954/17]

13/04/2017WRL02800204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he expects to be in a position to allow the various capital projects announced 
to proceed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18959/17]

13/04/2017WRL02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 199 and 204 together.
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Both current and capital expenditure levels for 2017 were published in the Revised Esti-
mates for Public Services 2017. All Departments have subsequently provided profiles for how 
this expenditure will be allocated across the year.  As of March the Exchequer Returns indicate 
that spend is largely on target so far in 2017. 

I assume the Deputy is asking when the mid-term review of the Capital Plan will be avail-
able.  This process will involve a review of the key priorities for the period 2018 - 2021, having 
regard to the objectives of the existing plan, the priority areas identified for additional invest-
ment in the Programme for a Partnership Government, and also taking account of any other 
reprioritisation proposed by Departments (e.g. in light of developments since the original plan 
was agreed) together with any recalibration of the existing Plan that may be proposed as a re-
sult.  The review will also report on achievements to date.

Following the review, it is expected that recommendations will be made to Government 
in Q3 2017, to inform final decisions by Government on revised capital allocations, to be an-
nounced in the context of Budget 2018.

  Question No. 200 answered with Question No. 197.

13/04/2017WRL03100Public Sector Staff Remuneration

13/04/2017WRL03200201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which salary and wage cuts incurred during the economic downturn continue to be 
a priority in terms of restoration to the public, in line with good practice; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18956/17]

13/04/2017WRL03300202. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the planned progress for the restoration of pay cuts incurred during the economic crisis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [18957/17]

13/04/2017WRL03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 201 and 202 together.

As the Deputy is aware, I am obliged under the legislation to undertake an Annual Review 
of the operation and effectiveness of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Acts (FEMPI) which is laid before the Oireachtas by the end of June each year. In doing so I 
must have “regard to the overall economic conditions in the State and national competitive-
ness” and the “revenues of the State and State commitments in respect of public service pay 
and pensions”. 

My last review was informed by the instability in the international economy (including 
risks posed by Brexit), the still fragile nature of our economic recovery, the need to protect hard 
won competitiveness gains, the high level of debt, the continuing fiscal deficit, the obligation 
to comply with the Stability and Growth Pact, and the need to balance competing demands 
within the available fiscal space.  To date none of these factors have lessened appreciably, while 
the risks of international economic instability have, if anything, increased.

The Lansdowne Road Agreement (LRA), which provides a negotiated pathway for public 
service pay increases through a phased partial unwinding of the FEMPI measures at a full year 
cost of €844m in 2018, represents a considerable investment in public service remuneration.  
A comprehensive Collective Agreement of this kind allows for strong fiscal planning, with bud-
get allocations ring-fenced within multi-annual expenditure ceilings and pay increases taking 
an appropriate share of available fiscal space.  This phased and sustainable programme of pay 
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increases underpins the fiscal targets in Budget 2017 and our international commitments to a 
prudent fiscal policy under the Stability and Growth Pact. In addition, the Public Service Pen-
sion Reduction (PSPR) is being significantly reversed in three stages under FEMPI 2015, via 
substantial restoration of the PSPR cuts on 1 January 2016, 1 January 2017 and 1 January 
2018.  The cost of these PSPR changes is estimated at about €90 million on a full-year basis 
from 2018.

 The forthcoming report by the Public Service Pay  Commission, which has been asked 
to provide input on how the unwinding of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest legislation should proceed, will inform engagement with staff representatives on a suc-
cessor to the Lansdowne Road Agreement that is both sustainable and affordable.  

  Question No. 203 answered with Question No. 197.

  Question No. 204 answered with Question No. 199.

13/04/2017WRL03700Public Procurement Regulations

13/04/2017WRL03800205. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which procurement procedures continue to achieve good value for the taxpayer 
and speedy delivery to the consumer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18960/17]

13/04/2017WRL03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Procurement 
reform is a key element of the Government’s overall reform programme and is aimed at deliver-
ing increased value for money, more accurate and timely data and improvements in the capacity 
and capability of the procurement function across the public service and supporting increased 
compliance.  The fragmented procurement arrangements across the public service which ex-
isted prior to this facilitated amongst other things suppliers charging different public service 
bodies different prices for the same goods and services.  This was not sustainable, as the State 
could not afford to continue to purchase works, goods and services in a manner that undermined 
the efficient delivery of services.

All public bodies are keenly aware of the importance of maximising the value for money 
achievable when procuring any commonly acquired goods or services.  The central procure-
ment frameworks and contracts established by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) 
have been designed to optimise benefits to the public service through the strategic aggregation 
of its buying power.       

Central procurement frameworks are targeted at securing best value for money and facilitat-
ing contracting authorities to deliver services within their budgetary constraints. In this regard, 
public bodies are encouraged to use these frameworks arrangements. The benefits arising from 
these central procurement frameworks include: cash savings; administrative savings from re-
duced duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved consistency; enhanced 
service levels and legal certainty.  It is Government policy, as set out in Circular 16/2013, that 
public bodies, where possible, should make use of all such central arrangements.   Where pub-
lic bodies choose not to utilise central procurement frameworks they should be in a position to 
provide a value for money justification.   It should also be noted that the OGP issued Circular 
10/2014 which contains initiatives aimed at facilitating SME access to public contracts. 

The State spends around €12 billion on goods, works and services each year. This repre-
sents a very significant portion of overall spending and it is, therefore, essential that the public 
service achieves maximum value for money and operational efficiency in its approach to public 
procurement. Developing a strategic approach to public procurement means that the state can 



Questions - Written Answers

234

deliver much needed public service in a sustainable manner at a time when Exchequer resources 
are limited. 

While each procurement arrangement is different, each and every procurement competition 
must adhere to the rules and timelines prescribed in the relevant regulations. Notwithstanding 
this the professional service provided by the OGP enables the delivery of compliant arrange-
ments within the most expeditious time frame possible.  In particular, availing of OGP Frame-
works offers a shorter timeframe than running standalone competitions. In terms of delivery of 
the OGP’s programme of work, the OGP Schedule of Frameworks and Contracts sets out the 
OGP’s service delivery plan for Q4 2016 to Q3 2017 and provides details of when key con-
tracts and frameworks will be available for use by public sector bodies. The Schedule has been 
published to inform public sector bodies and suppliers.  The Schedule is updated on a quarterly 
basis so that a rolling nine month forward view is visible.

Ireland’s procurement reform programme has been successful in establishing new structures 
and building momentum but, of course, more needs to be done and the OGP, in line with the 
Programme for Government Commitments, will continue to refine the model.

  Question No. 206 answered with Question No. 197.

13/04/2017WRL04100Freedom of Information

13/04/2017WRL04200207. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to update freedom of information guidelines in view of a case (details supplied) in the 
European Court of Human Rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19029/17]

13/04/2017WRL04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Freedom 
of Information Act 2014 at section 11 provides for a right of access to information as follows:

“Subject to this Act, every person has a right to and shall, on request therefore, be offered 
access to any record held by an FOI body and the right so conferred is referred to in this Act as 
the right of access”

The Act provides for the refusal of access to information only in certain clearly defined 
and limited circumstances.  These exemption provisions are proportionate to legitimate policy 
considerations and are in most instances subject to a further consideration of relevant public 
interest factors before a decision is made to refuse access.

Section 11 of the Act also makes clear that FOI is not the only means by which access to 
information may be granted. My Department has prepared and published a guidance note on the 
release of information outside of FOI, setting out best practices in this regard (CPU Notice No 
2, available from http://foi.gov.ie/).

It is the function of the Information Commissioner and the Courts to reach authoritative 
determinations on the interpretation of the Freedom of Information Act in light of judgments of 
the European Court of Human Rights.  

Nevertheless, having considered the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights re-
ferred to by the Deputy, and having regard to the provisions of the 2014 Act and in particular the 
guidance notes published to date by my Department, it does not seem that there is a basis upon 
which to conclude that the extant position as reflected therein is inconsistent with the European 
Court’s reasoning.
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Accordingly, in the absence of any finding to the contrary by the Information Commissioner 
or the Courts, it is not proposed to amend or issue further guidance at this time.

13/04/2017WRL04400Legislative Measures

13/04/2017WRL04500208. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to reform the management of conflicts of interests with the public sector; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19031/17]

13/04/2017WRL04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Sector Standards Bill 2015  aims to significantly enhance the existing framework for identify-
ing, disclosing and managing conflicts of interest and minimising corruption risks, to achieve a 
shift towards a more dynamic and risk-based system of compliance and to ensure that the insti-
tutional framework for oversight, investigation and enforcement is robust and effective.  This 
Bill consolidates the current legislative framework governing the ethical obligations of public 
officials and gives effect to the recommendations of the Tribunals.

The Bill was published on 23 December 2015, and completed Second Stage in the Dáil on 
20 January 2016.  The first session of Committee Stage in the Dáil was held on 6 April and the 
next session will be held after Easter.  It is my intention to that the Bill will be enacted before 
the summer.  

13/04/2017WRL04700Departmental Schemes

13/04/2017WRL04800209. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount provided under the capital plan for the revitalisation of rural towns 
and villages; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [18844/17]

13/04/2017WRL04900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Last year I launched a new Town and Village Renewal Scheme with €10 million 
in capital funding available to support the rejuvenation of towns and villages across rural Ire-
land.  The scheme was administered by the Local Authorities and funding of €9.88 million was 
issued to them to support 170 towns and villages across every county in Ireland.

I have today launched an enhanced Town and Village Renewal Scheme for 2017, with fund-
ing of €20 million to be allocated to support up to 300 rural towns and villages over the next 
15 months.

This year’s scheme will place an emphasis on measures which have a clear and sustainable 
economic impact on rural towns and villages.  Projects will be selected by means of a competi-
tive process, initially at Local Authority level, with the final project selection being made in 
July by my Department.

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is part of a package of measures at national and lo-
cal level to support the rejuvenation of towns and villages across rural Ireland.  Other measures 
include initiatives in areas such as heritage, arts and culture, the re-use of vacant premises, 
energy efficiency and business supports.

I will also be announcing a separate pilot initiative under the Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme later in the year to encourage people to take up residential occupancy of vacant proper-
ties in town and village centres.  Further details of this pilot will be announced in the second 
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half of the year.   

13/04/2017WRL05000Regional Development Funding

13/04/2017WRL05100210. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount provided under the capital plan for the allocation to the regional 
development office in the western region; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [18845/17]

13/04/2017WRL05200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Capital Investment Plan 2016-2021, which was published in September 
2015, included a commitment to provide €1 million each year in 2016 and 2017 to establish a 
Strategic Regional Development Office in the western region under the Western Development 
Commission (WDC) for the purposes of co-ordinating the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the Commission for Economic Development of Rural Areas (CEDRA) in the region.  
This office was intended to be pilot initiative which, if successful, could be replicated in other 
regions.

While capital funding was ring-fenced for the WDC in 2016 and 2017, the original intention 
that this would support the implementation of the CEDRA report has been overtaken by the as-
signment of responsibility for regional and rural affairs to my Department.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government launched the Action Plan for Rural Devel-
opment, Realising our Rural Potential,   in January of this year. The Action Plan provides an 
overarching framework to support rural development in all regions.  The Plan contains over 270 
actions for delivery by Government Departments, State agencies and other bodies.  Any out-
standing CEDRA recommendations will be reviewed as part of the Action Plan, to determine 
how best they can be progressed. 

The Action Plan is overseen by a Monitoring Committee, which I chair.  The Monitoring 
Committee will review the progress of each of the actions in the Plan on a regular basis.  The 
first meeting of the Monitoring Committee took place last month and Progress Reports will be 
published every six months, with the first report due in July.  

As part of the Action Plan, my Department is also progressing the concept of developing an 
Atlantic Economic Corridor along the western seaboard, in collaboration with stakeholders and 
State agencies, including the WDC.

13/04/2017WRL05300Harbours and Piers Funding

13/04/2017WRL05400211. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount provided under the capital plan for the pier development on Inis 
Oírr; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [18846/17]

13/04/2017WRL05500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): A total of €621,961 was spent by my Department over the period 2004 to 2007 on con-
sultancy services aimed at the development of Inis Oírr pier. Under the Government’s capital 
investment plan, Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2016 – 2021, 
additional funding of €8 million has been earmarked for this development.  My officials have 
met recently with officials from Galway County Council, who are the facilitators of the devel-
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opment, and I understand that, as a result, steps are being taken by the Council to re-engage 
consultants in order to progress the development.

13/04/2017WRM00200Capital Expenditure Programme

13/04/2017WRM00300212. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount provided under the capital plan for the 1916 commemorations, Ire-
land 2016; the amount spent to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18830/17]

13/04/2017WRM00400213. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount provided under the capital plan for the national cultural institu-
tions; the amount spent to date; the progress made to date; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [18831/17]

13/04/2017WRM00500214. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount provided under the capital plan for regional arts and cultural cen-
tres; the amount spent to date; the progress made to date; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [18832/17]

13/04/2017WRM00600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 to 214, inclusive, together

The Exchequer Capital Investment Framework published in 2015 Building on Recovery In-
frastructure and Capital Investment 2016-2021 provides for a capital envelope for my Depart-
ment in its then configuration of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht of €302 million.  This enve-
lope includes provision of €178 million on aggregate for the Arts, Culture and Film Programme 
area of my Department over the duration of the plan.

This provision includes the dedicated funding for the wide ranging Ireland 2016 capital 
programme as well as capital infrastructure funding for the National Cultural Institutions and 
regional arts and cultural centres.

2016 was the first year of the 5 year framework covered by the capital plan and the provi-
sional capital outturn for the Arts, Culture and Film programme area is €35 million.

13/04/2017WRM00700Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRM00800215. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she travelled abroad as part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations 
she travelled to; the duration of the trip; the cost of the trip, including travel and accommoda-
tion in addition to other expenses incurred; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[18889/17]

13/04/2017WRM00900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I travelled to Sweden and Denmark on a five day trade and culture mission as 
part of the St Patrick’s Day celebrations, accompanied by my Special Adviser.  During the 
course of the mission, I visited Gothenburg, Stockholm and Copenhagen where I undertook a 
range of cultural, tourism and economic engagements.

St. Patrick’s Day offers a unique opportunity to promote Ireland’s economic and political 
interests overseas, with levels of publicity and media attention unmatched by the national day 
of any other country.  Ministerial visits around this period are organised to ensure that we use 
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this exposure to maximise the promotion of Ireland’s trade, tourism and investment interests 
and to spread a positive message about Ireland remaining a committed member of the EU.

A full itinerary was planned in conjunction with the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade to this end.  Details of the full itinerary of this visit are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link:   

http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/minister-humphreys-begins-trade-and-culture-mission-to-swe-
den-and-denmark/ 

The total cost of the flights was €1,672. No other transport costs were incurred by my De-
partment.  The total cost of gifts was €80.  I am advised that details of some other costs in re-
spect of this visit are not currently to hand. I will arrange for these to be collated and forwarded 
to the Deputy as soon as they become available.

13/04/2017WRM01000Built Heritage Investment Scheme Funding

13/04/2017WRM01100216. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if funding is available to renovate an old thatch cottage (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18995/17]

13/04/2017WRM01200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Financial support is provided by my Department through a number of structured 
schemes for the conservation and protection of heritage buildings, including the Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme, the Structures at Risk Fund and other initiatives operated by the Heritage 
Council.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures (i.e. structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures).  The 
scheme is expected to support over three hundred projects across the country in 2017 and to 
create employment in the conservation and construction industries, while helping to regenerate 
urban and rural areas.    

The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development Acts and 
are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  Structures must be on the local authority 
Record of Protected Structures. The fund, administered through the local authorities, seeks to 
encourage the regeneration and reuse of heritage properties and to help to secure the preserva-
tion of protected structures which might otherwise be lost.       

While both of the above schemes were open for applications throughout the month of Feb-
ruary and the closing dates have now passed, my Department will work closely with the local 
authorities throughout the year in order to ensure that the best possible use is made of all funds 
within the schemes, including by reallocating funds where necessary when projects do not pro-
ceed within agreed timeframes.  

The circulars setting out the terms and conditions of the schemes are available on all local 
authority websites, and on my Department’s website.  Any enquiries should be directed to the 
relevant local authority.

In the context of a particular building, especially one which is on the Record of Protected 
Structures, the best advice for the owner may be to contact the Architectural Conservation Of-
ficer of the local authority who will be able to advise on the various types of funding available 
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to assist with the building.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports annually having regard to competing priorities for limited resources.  
Grant schemes for 2017 are advertised by the Heritage Council on its website www.heritage-
council.ie  .  

My Department does not administer a funding scheme specifically for thatched structures.  
However, the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government adminis-
ters a grant scheme for the renewal or repair of thatched roofs of owner occupied houses. Full 
details are available from their website or by contacting the Thatching Grants Section of that 
Department. 

13/04/2017WRM01300An Foras Teanga

13/04/2017WRM01400217. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí 
Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an gcuirfidh sí faisnéis ar fáil i bhfoirm tábla maidir leis 
an leibhéal maoinithe a dáileadh ar an bhForas Teanga go bliantúil thar an tréimhse 2014-2016 
agus maidir leis an leithdháileadh maoinithe le haghaidh 2017; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [19015/17]

13/04/2017WRM01500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Mar is eol don Teachta, tá an Foras Teanga mar cheann de na 6 chomhlacht for-
fheidhmithe a bunaíodh faoin Acht um Chomhaontú na Breataine-na hÉireann 1999 agus tá 
sé comhdhéanta de dhá áisíneacht ar leith, eadhon, Foras na Gaeilge agus Gníomhaireacht na 
hUltaise.

Sa chomhthéacs sin, cuirtear maoiniú ar fáil don bhForas Teanga ó mo Roinnse agus ón 
Roinn Pobal i dTuaisceart Éireann de réir bhuiséid a bhíonn ceadaithe ag an gComhairle Ai-
reachta Thuaidh Theas.  Déantar Foras na Gaeilge a chómhaoiniú ar bhonn 75% ó mo Roinn 
agus 25% ón Roinn Pobal.  Déantar Gníomhaireacht na hUltaise a chómhaoiniú ar bhonn 25% 
ó mo Roinn agus 75% ón Roinn Pobal.  Anuas air sin, cuireann mo Roinn maoiniú breise ar fáil 
d’Fhoras na Gaeilge i ndáil le nithe imfhálaithe mar a bhaineann le Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge 
agus Colmcille. 

Tá briseadh síos ar mhaoiniú mo Roinne sna blianta 2014-2016 á léiriú sa tábla seo a leanas.  
Maidir leis an mbliain 2016, is fiú dom a shoiléiriú gur chuir mo Roinn maoiniú breise €260,681 
ar fáil d’Fhoras na Gaeilge agus €20,976 ar fáil do Ghníomhaireacht na hUltaise i 2016 las-
muigh de na buiséid a bhí ceadaithe ag an gComhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas.  

- 2014
 €

2015
€

2016
€

Foras na Gaeilge 11,518,979.99 11,395,124.00 11,347,865.00
Clár na Leabhar 
Gaeilge

1,117,395.00 1,105,380.00 1,061,165.00

Colmcille 74,715.14 113,645.91 118,518.37
Gníomhaireacht na 
hUltaise

758,282.36 853,719.39 721,862.35

Iomlán 13,469,372.49 13,467,869.30 13,249,410.72
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Is é €13.989m an soláthar táscach sna Meastacháin Athbhreithnithe 2017 ó dheas chun 
freastal ar na búiséid a bheidh ceadaithe ag an gComhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas amach 
anseo don bhForas Teanga, mar aon le maoiniú imfhálaithe do Chlár na Leabhar Gaeilge agus 
Cholmcille. 

13/04/2017WRM01600Maoiniú Údarás na Gaeltachta

13/04/2017WRM01700218. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí 
Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an gcuirfidh sí faisnéis ar fáil i bhfoirm tábla maidir leis 
an leibhéal maoinithe a dháil Údarás na Gaeltachta ar cheantair Ghaeltachta de réir contae go 
bliantúil thar an tréimhse 2014-2016 agus maidir leis an leithdháileadh maoinithe le haghaidh 
2017; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [19016/17]

13/04/2017WRM01800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): Foilsíonn Údarás na Gaeltachta an t-eolas atá á lorg ag an Teachta ina dTuarascáil 
Bhliantúil agus Cuntais a leagtar faoi bhráid Thithe an Oireachtais gach bliain. Tá Tuarascáil 
Bhliantúil agus Cuntais  na heagraíochta  do  na blianta  2014 agus 2015 leagtha  faoi bhráid 
Tithe an Oireachtais cheana féin agus tá siad ar fáil ar an idirlíon ag: http://www.udaras.ie/
faoin-udaras/foilseachain/tuarascalacha-bliantula-agus-raitis. Leagfar na cinn a bhaineann leis 
na blianta  2016 agus 2017 faoi bhráid Thithe an Oireachtais in am trátha. 

13/04/2017WRM01900Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

13/04/2017WRM02000219. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an gcuirfidh sí faisnéis ar fáil i bhfoirm tábla maidir leis an 
leibhéal maoinithe a dáileadh ar an straitéis 20 bliain don Ghaeilge go bliantúil thar an tréimhse 
2014-2016 agus maidir leis an leithdháileadh maoinithe le haghaidh 2017; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [19017/17]

13/04/2017WRM02100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): Ar mhaithe le tacú le cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge agus leis an 
bpróiseas pleanála teanga mar a leagtar amach é in Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, cuireadh soláthar 
airgid faoi leith ar fáil sna blianta 2014-2017 briste síos mar seo a leanas:  

2014 2015 2016 2017
€499,000 €546,000 €1,000,000 €1,250,000
De thoradh an ardaithe i 2017, fágfaidh sé go mbeidh sé ar chumas mo Roinne leanúint ar 

aghaidh agus raon leathan bearta faoi leith a thacóidh ar bhealach praiticiúil le cur i bhfeidhm 
na Straitéise agus an phróisis pleanála teanga araon a mhaoiniú in 2017.  Chuige sin, d’fhógair 
mé le gairid go raibh allúntais gur fiú €735,000 ceadaithe agam d’Údarás na Gaeltachta agus 
€115,000 d’Fhoras na Gaeilge chun cur ar a gcumas an próiseas pleanála teanga a bhrú chun 
cinn.  Mar thoradh ar an allúntas sin, beidh ar chumas Údarás na Gaeltachta: 

-  Tús a chur le feidhmiú pleananna i suas le 13 limistéar sa Ghaeltacht; 

-  Tacú le fostú Oifigeach Gaeilge le cúram a dhéanamh d’fheidhmiú phlean teanga i ngach 
limistéar.

-  Tús a chur leis an bpróiseas sa trí Limistéar Pleanála Teanga Ghaeltachta atá fanta: Bearna 
agus Cnoc na Cathrach, Oirthear Chathair na Gaillimhe agus an tEachréidh.
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-  An próiseas a bhrú chun cinn mar a bhaineann sé le hullmhú pleananna teanga sna Bailte 
Seirbhíse Gaeltachta: Daingean Uí Chúis, Béal a Mhuirthead agus An Clochán Liath.
  Ina theannta sin, beidh ar chumas Fhoras na Gaeilge:
-  Tús a chur le próiseas ullmhúcháin na mBailte Seirbhíse Gaeltachta i gCathair na Gaillimhe, i gCathair Chorcaí, i Leitir Ceanainn, i dTrá Lí agus i nDún Garbhán chomh maith leis na Líonraí Gaeilge i gCluain Dolcáin, Inis, Co an Chláir agus Baile Loch Riach, Co na Gaillimhe a bhrú chun cinn.

  Beidh an fuílleach den  €1.25m á chaitheamh ag mo Roinn i mbliana ar bheartais ar leith 
san earnáil dhigiteach chun cabhrú le cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise.   

Is mian liom a chur in iúl don Teachta chomh maith nach bhfuil an chistíocht atá curtha ar 
fáil ón Státchiste chun an Straitéis 20-Bliain a chur i bhfeidhm teoranta don mhaoiniú atá luaite 
sa tábla thuas.  Is tionscadal tras-Rialtais í an Straitéis 20-Bliain don Ghaeilge a bhfuil réimsí 
seirbhísí Stáit luaite inti. San áireamh anseo, tá na scéimeanna Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta uile atá 
á riaradh ag mo Roinn fhéin, ag Foras na Gaeilge agus ag Údarás na Gaeltachta chomh maith 
le seirbhísí chuimsitheacha an stáit, in earnálacha an oideachais, an luathoideachais agus an 
chraolacháin ach go háirithe.

13/04/2017WRM02200Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRM02300220. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount provided under the capital plan for the information technology 
infrastructure across her Department; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19283/17]

13/04/2017WRM02400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): No funding is provided in the Department’s Vote under the capital plan for IT 
infrastructure other than a modest annual provision of €602,000 within the Department’s ad-
ministration budget for its own IT requirements. 

13/04/2017WRM02500Maternity Services Provision

13/04/2017WRM02600221. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for the reorganisation of maternity services; the amount spent; the progress made to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18765/17]

13/04/2017WRM02700222. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for the national maternity hospital at St Vincent’s Hospital; the amount spent to 
date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18766/17]

13/04/2017WRM02800223. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for the reorganisation of maternity services (details supplied); the amount spent to 
date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18767/17]

13/04/2017WRM02900224. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for the reorganisation of maternity services (details supplied); the amount spent to 
date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18768/17]

13/04/2017WRM03000225. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for reorganisation of maternity services (details supplied); the amount spent to date; 
the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18769/17]

13/04/2017WRM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 221 to 225, 
inclusive, together.

The model of stand-alone maternity hospitals is not the norm internationally.  Government 
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policy is therefore to co-locate all remaining maternity hospitals with adult acute services in 
order to provide optimal clinical outcomes.  Co-location of maternity services with adult ser-
vices provides mothers with access to a full range of medical and support services should the 
need arise.  Tri-location with paediatric services ensures immediate access on-site to paediatric 
services when foetal or neonatal surgery is required.  The availability of these services helps 
ensure the delivery of an optimum, safe service, particularly for high risk mothers and babies. 

On 10 March, a planning application for the new National Maternity Hospital was submit-
ted to An Bord Pleanála (ABP).  As such, it is not possible to provide definitive time frames at 
this early stage.  However, I expect that, subject to a positive determination by ABP, the project 
will be completed in 2021/2022.  In any event the tendering process has not been completed or 
contracts signed and for reasons of commercial sensitivity it is not considered appropriate to 
disclose the estimated funding required to complete this project at this time. 

The other three maternity hospital projects are at a very early stage in development and it 
would be premature to project any indicative time frames for completion, or cost estimates, at 
this point.  Costs will of course differ from project to project and will be determined, in part, by 
any requirement to upgrade facilities at the host hospital

To date no Exchequer capital has been expended on the Rotunda, Coombe Women & Infants 
University Hospital and University Maternity Hospital Limerick relocation projects.  As the 
Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of health care projects, the Executive 
has been requested to reply to you in relation to expenditure incurred to date on the relocation 
of the National Maternity Hospital to the St Vincent’s University Hospital campus.   

My Department is working with the HSE to inform our submission for the Midterm Capital 
Review and the maternity strategy will be addressed in the context of the work being under-
taken in this regard.   

13/04/2017WRM03200HSE Expenditure

13/04/2017WRM03300226. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for national forensic mental health services PPP; the amount spent to date; the ex-
pected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18770/17]

13/04/2017WRM03400227. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for new specialist intensive care rehab units at Galway; the amount spent to date; 
the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18771/17]

13/04/2017WRM03500228. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for new specialist intensive care rehab units at Cork; the amount spent to date; the 
expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18772/17]

13/04/2017WRM03600229. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for new specialist intensive care rehab units at Galway and Portrane; the amount 
spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18773/17]

13/04/2017WRM03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 226 to 229, inclusive, together.

The provision of new facilities, or other non-capital initiatives, to enhance forensic mental 
health provision nationally is central to modernising mental health services in line with the 
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strategy document A Vision for Change.  The delivery of the replacement facility for Central 
Mental Hospital at Portrane and the ICRUs is a phased project.  The approved HSE Capital 
Programme supports the completion of the development at Portrane with the feasibility study 
to be progressed on Phase II - the relevant ICRUs.  Nevertheless, my Department and the HSE 
will continue to assess delivery strategies and progress as appropriate the ICRU initiatives in 
the context of evolving service priorities and resource availability. 

No national forensic mental health services project is funded as a PPP project.  The HSE is 
responsible for the construction of replacement national forensic mental health facilities at Por-
trane.  This project would comprise the bulk of funding allocated for national forensic mental 
health services over the multi-annual period 2016-2021.  The award process for the contract to 
construct the Portrane development is not yet complete, but is expected to be completed shortly.  
At this time, for reasons of commercial sensitivity it is not considered appropriate to disclose 
the funding required to complete this project.  Assuming that there are no construction related 
issues encountered, it is currently projected that construction will be completed in 2019 with a 
view to the new facility opening in early 2020, following equipping, commissioning and final 
fit-out stages.  

The HSE has advised that the capital expenditure to date on this project is €7.8m

13/04/2017WRM03800Cancer Services Funding

13/04/2017WRM03900230. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for new cancer research departments at Cork University Hospital, including five 
linear accelerators; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18774/17]

13/04/2017WRM04000231. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for new cancer research departments at University Hospital Galway, including four 
linear accelerators; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18775/17]

13/04/2017WRM04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 230 and 
231 together.

The provision of new facilities, or other non-capital initiatives, to enhance cancer services 
nationally is central to modernising cancer care and ensuring that all patients who require can-
cer treatment in Ireland receive high quality care. There is an on-going need to develop radia-
tion oncology facilities in line with the National Plan for Radiation Oncology. This will include 
new facilities in both Cork and Galway, including the provision of one extra linear accelerator 
in each hospital.

Work on the new radiation oncology facility at Cork University Hospital is underway.  As-
suming that there are no construction related issues encountered it is currently projected that the 
new facility could be fully operational by the end of 2019.    As the Health Service Executive 
is responsible for the delivery of health care projects, the Executive has been requested to reply 
to you in relation to expenditure to date and the projected expenditure to complete the project.

Planning permission has been granted in respect of the facility at University Hospital Gal-
way.  Construction of the project must await the completion of the replacement acute mental 
health service department which is currently underway, as the NPRO project will be construct-
ed on the site of the existing mental health building.  Enabling works including the construc-
tion of the replacement mental health building are on-going.  Again, assuming that there are no 
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construction related issues encountered it is currently projected that the new facility could be 
fully operational by mid-2021.   At this time the tendering process has not been completed or 
contracts signed and for reasons of commercial sensitivity it is not considered appropriate to 
disclose the estimated funding required to complete this project.  As the Health Service Execu-
tive is responsible for the delivery of health care projects, the Executive has been requested to 
reply to you in relation to expenditure incurred to date on this project. 

13/04/2017WRN00200Hospitals Funding

13/04/2017WRN00300232. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the funding provided under the 
capital plan for Beaumont Hospital; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18776/17]

13/04/2017WRN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment includes the following commitments in relation to the Beaumont capital projects:

- “We will commence the design of a new ED in Beaumont later this year with a view to 
funding for the construction being provided as part of the 2017 Capital Plan Review”.

-  “The new Government will immediately proceed to the design and planning stage for a 
dedicated Cystic Fibrosis Unit at Beaumont Hospital Dublin for inclusion in the 2017 Capital 
Plan review.  The HSE Cystic Fibrosis Clinical Programme will make further recommendations 
in the next few months, following a survey of centres and will complete a CF model of care 
policy”.

My Department is supportive of the new Emergency Department and Cystic Fibrosis Unit 
and has been engaging with HSE Estate and HSE Acute Hospitals Division (AHD) regard-
ing these.  There is a rigorous process for the development of healthcare projects governed by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines, principally the Public Spending 
Code, and EU Directives.  All proposed projects must be submitted to the HSE’s Capital and 
Property Steering Committee for approval and prioritisation prior to inclusion in its multi-
annual Capital Plans.

I have been advised by the HSE that relevant submissions are being progressed for consid-
eration by this Steering Committee, and that, after that stage, funding will be made available in 
the HSE Capital Plan 2017 for preliminary design works such as appraisal, project brief, design 
feasibility studies etc. and to progress the projects generally.  

During 2017 my Department will continue to work with the HSE and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform to conduct a mid-term review of the capital programme.  My 
Department is also conducting a Bed Capacity Review which will assess projected health care 
needs over the next decade and the associated infrastructural requirements to meet these needs.

13/04/2017WRN00500Primary Care Centres Expenditure

13/04/2017WRN00600233. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for the development of 80 new primary care facilities (details supplied); the amount 
spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18777/17]

13/04/2017WRN00700234. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for the development of 80 new primary care facilities (details supplied); the amount 
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spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18778/17]

13/04/2017WRN00800235. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount  provided under the 
capital plan for the development of 80 new primary care facilities (details supplied); the amount 
spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18779/17]

13/04/2017WRN00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 233 to 235, 
inclusive, together.

The Government is fully committed to a decisive shift within the health service towards 
primary care in order to deliver better care close to home in communities across the country.  
Primary Care Centres (PCCs)  facilitate the shift from acute care towards primary care because 
of the range of multi-disciplinary services they can provide and the role they can play in keep-
ing people who don’t need to be in an acute setting out of hospital.  

During the period of the Government’s Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment Plan 2016-2021, as part of the €3 billion for investment in Health infrastructure, 
additional primary care facilities will be provided across the country.  This will build on the 99 
PCCs already operational, of which 56 were delivered since March 2011.  

The mechanism and timescale for delivery of primary care infrastructure is dependent on a 
number of factors.  All potential primary care infrastructure is subject to suitable locations be-
ing offered-provided-available, to successful planning processes and GP commitment to shar-
ing accommodation and delivering health care services with HSE staff.  In addition, the opera-
tional lease mechanism is subject to market pressures such as the developers’ access to adequate 
financing.  Delivery of primary care infrastructure is constantly evolving to take account of 
changing circumstances, including the feasibility of implementation. 

The latest information provided to me by the HSE is that there are currently 37 projects in 
construction or at advance planning stage under the three delivery methods - 14 through Public 
Private Partnership (PPP), 12 direct build by the HSE and 11 by way of operational leasing.  In 
addition, there are a further 47 at early planning stage, all by operational lease. In relation to 
the 14 PPP projects, the HSE will pay the PPP company a total annual unitary charge payment 
of circa €17m, in monthly instalments.  At the end of the 25 year contract, the centres will be 
handed over to the HSE who will become responsible for the facility management services 
provided by the PPP company.   

The HSE’s 2017 National Service Plan (Appendix 4) details the projected construction, 
equipping completion and operational dates for 22 PCCs that are under construction and to be 
completed in 2017 or Quarter 1 2018.  It is not possible to provide the value of the investment 
of the PCCs to be delivered through the operational lease mechanism. Successful developers 
may build a new facility or modify existing buildings to meet the HSE’s requirements or speci-
fication.  

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, maintenance and operation of PCCs, the 
Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy on projects underway  - in addition to 
the 22 referred to above - and on expenditure to date on direct build PCCs.  

13/04/2017WRN01000HSE Expenditure

13/04/2017WRN01100236. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
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capital plan for invest in replacement, upgrade and refurbishment of long-term care facilities 
for the old and disabled; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18780/17]

13/04/2017WRN01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the State’s capital programme Build-
ing on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2016-2021 which was announced in 
late 2015, additional funding was allocated for the replacement and refurbishment of commu-
nity nursing homes and long term residential care facilities for Persons with a Disability.  Build-
ing on Recovery allocated an additional €237m for community nursing homes and an additional 
€100m for long term residential care facilities for Persons with a Disability, over and above the 
funding already included in the Capital Plan for these programmes.  Over the next five years, 
this will provide for the replacement and refurbishment of 90 public nursing homes across the 
country and some facilities for long term residential care facilities for Persons with a Disability.  
In addition, Building on Recovery also provided for a health public private partnership (PPP) 
project in the amount of €150m.  Following analysis, the currently most appropriate project for 
this PPP project is a bundle of community nursing homes. 

Significant work has been undertaken by the HSE in determining the most appropriate 
scheduling of projects over the 5 year period from 2016 to 2021, within the phased provision 
of funding, to achieve compliance and registration with HIQA.  All healthcare infrastructure 
developments,  including this development, must comply with DPER guidelines and EU direc-
tives and will require a lead-in time to complete the various stages.  These stages include ap-
praisal, project brief, design feasibility, detailed design, some of which may overlap,  the review 
of costing estimates and finalisation of financing.  

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of health care projects, the 
Executive has been requested to reply to you in relation to expenditure to date on these pro-
grammes. 

13/04/2017WRN01300Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRN01400237. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the amount provided under the 
capital plan for system-wide investment in information communication technology; the amount 
spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18781/17]

13/04/2017WRN01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The capital allocation for eHealth and in-
formation and communications technology (ICT) in the 2017 capital plan is €55.0m and is 
informed by the eHealth strategy published by the Department of Health in December 2013. 
Some of the key priority areas in 2017 are:

-  The refreshment and replacement of existing technology (ongoing); 

-  Medical Laboratories Information System (MEDLIS) (funding projected to 2021); 

-  National Ambulance Services – equipment replacement programme (ongoing); 

-  Maternal and Newborn Information System (MN-CMS) (funding expected through to 
2023); and 

-  National Finance System (funding expected through to 2021).

Of the €55.0m capital allocation, current ICT capital expenditure to end March 2017 has 
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been €10.2m and the full allocation is expected to be spent in the current year.  The capital pro-
vision for eHealth and ICT projected to 2021 are set out below and allows for a multi-annual 
rolling programme of work on multiple projects. 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
€55.0m €62.0m €70.4m €85.0m €87.1m
The capital provision set out in the table above does not include provision for the full costs 

outlined in the New Children’s Hospital ICT business case nor for the national Electronic 
Health Record (EHR) business case.  My Department is working closely with the HSE, the 
Office of the Government Chief Information Officer in the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and other stakeholders in evaluating the EHR business case and working to secure 
increases in public investment in eHealth in the context of the Mid-Term Capital Review that 
will be completed by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform by Autumn 2017.

13/04/2017WRN01600Hospital Appointments Status

13/04/2017WRN01700238. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18851/17]

13/04/2017WRN01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

13/04/2017WRN01900EU Directives

13/04/2017WRN02000239. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if the cross-border healthcare 
directive can be used for the treatment of Lyme disease in another EU member state; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18854/17]

13/04/2017WRN02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) oper-
ates the EU Directive on Patients’ Rights in Cross Border Healthcare in Ireland.  In line with 
practice in other EU Member States, the HSE, through the National Contact Point (NCP) office, 
provides information for patients on the Cross-Border Directive on its website - http://www.
hse.ie/eng/services/list/1/schemes/cbd/ - and also by phone.  The principal function of the NCP 
(which is the mechanism specified under the Directive for the dissemination of information on 
the Directive by Member States) is to facilitate exchange of information for patients concern-
ing their rights and entitlements relating to receiving healthcare in another Member State, in 
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particular the terms and conditions for reimbursement of cost and the procedures for accessing 
and determining those entitlements.

The HSE has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

13/04/2017WRN02200Hospital Waiting Lists

13/04/2017WRN02300240. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of persons cur-
rently waiting for a colonoscopy in the Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda; the number of persons 
on the waiting list over 1 year and 2 years respectively; if the hospital has an adequate number 
of gastroenterologists to perform such procedures; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18883/17]

13/04/2017WRN02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/04/2017WRN02500Hospital Consultant Recruitment

13/04/2017WRN02600241. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position of a dedicated 
respiratory doctor or consultant in the Lourdes hospital in Drogheda that specialises in COPD; 
his plans for 2017 in this area for the Lourdes hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18885/17]

13/04/2017WRN02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/04/2017WRN02800Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRN02900242. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if he travelled abroad as part of the 
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the duration of the trip; the cost of 
the trip, including travel and accommodation in addition to other expenses incurred; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18897/17]

13/04/2017WRN03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This year, I did not travel abroad as part of 
the 2017 St Patrick’s Day celebrations and did not, therefore, incur any costs in this respect.

13/04/2017WRN03100Home Care Packages Data

13/04/2017WRN03200243. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of home care pack-
ages that were applied for and approved in counties Louth and Meath in each of the years 2015 
and 2016 and to date in 2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18903/17]

13/04/2017WRN03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/04/2017WRN03400Medical Card Applications
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13/04/2017WRN03500244. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical card ap-
plication by a person (details supplied). [18906/17]

13/04/2017WRN03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

13/04/2017WRN03700Hospital Appointments Status

13/04/2017WRN03800245. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18913/17]

13/04/2017WRN03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

13/04/2017WRN04000Hospital Appointments Status

13/04/2017WRN04100246. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied); if he will expedite this; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18920/17]

13/04/2017WRN04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
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scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

13/04/2017WRN04300Medicinal Products Licensing

13/04/2017WRN04400247. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the HSE’s negotiations on the provision of a drug (details supplied); if persons that trialled the 
drug will continue to avail of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18921/17]

13/04/2017WRN04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRN04600Nursing Staff Remuneration

13/04/2017WRN04700248. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the HSE policy with regard to 
the payment of the qualification allowance (details supplied). [18928/17]

13/04/2017WRN04800249. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if the HSE policy regarding 
payment of the qualification allowance is standard throughout all regions of the HSE; and if not, 
if it is at the discretion of the individual managers or area managers. [18929/17]

13/04/2017WRN04900250. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the policy of the HSE in coun-
ties Louth and Meath regarding the payment of the qualification allowance; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18930/17]

13/04/2017WRN05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 248 to 250, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.

13/04/2017WRN05100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

13/04/2017WRN05200251. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the grants or funding available to 
help persons purchase hearing aids for children in situations in which more than one person in 
a particular family requires a hearing aid. [18931/17]

13/04/2017WRN05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE does not provide grants for the 
purchase of hearing aids.  Under Section 67 of the Health Act 1970, the HSE is required to pro-
vide free audiology treatment and appliances to children in respect of defects noticed at child 
and school health examinations and also to adult medical card holders and their dependants.  
All children who require amplification for the management of chronic temporary or permanent 
hearing loss are eligible and receive high quality hearing aids free of charge through their local 
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HSE community audiology service. 

13/04/2017WRO00200Mental Health Services

13/04/2017WRO00300252. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason a report into 
the Roscommon-Galway mental health services has still not been published, despite assurances 
that it would be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18934/17]

13/04/2017WRO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/04/2017WRO00500Dental Services Waiting Lists

13/04/2017WRO00600253. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 359 of 28 March 2017, if he will provide further details (details supplied). [18936/17]

13/04/2017WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) have 
advised my Department that they have been in contact with you in relation to this Parliamen-
tary Question and will provide a more detailed reply.  I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly.

13/04/2017WRO00800Nursing Staff Data

13/04/2017WRO00900254. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of theatre nurses 
per hospital in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18942/17]

13/04/2017WRO01000255. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of theatre nurses per 
theatre per hospital in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18943/17]

13/04/2017WRO01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 254 and 
255 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.

13/04/2017WRO01200Hospital Appointments Status

13/04/2017WRO01300256. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for an appointment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18944/17]

13/04/2017WRO01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
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uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

13/04/2017WRO01500Services for People with Disabilities

13/04/2017WRO01600257. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the status of a permanent residen-
tial placement for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18946/17]

13/04/2017WRO01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/04/2017WRO01800Hospital Equipment

13/04/2017WRO01900258. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if there are malfunctions with 
the autoclave machine in a hospital (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if so, when repairs 
or sourcing of a replacement machine will be undertaken; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18963/17]

13/04/2017WRO02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

13/04/2017WRO02100Hospital Waiting Lists

13/04/2017WRO02200259. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an offer 
to help alleviate the scoliosis treatment waiting lists (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18971/17]

13/04/2017WRO02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): At my request, a Scoliosis Waiting List Ac-
tion Plan 2017 has been developed by the HSE and my Department is engaging intensively 
with the HSE towards its finalisation. It is my intention to publish the plan shortly. The offer 
referred to in the Question was made direct to the HSE.  As part of the new proposal to address 
the spinal fusion waiting list, various options for outsourcing scoliosis procedures overseas are 
being considered.  

13/04/2017WRO02400Health Services Provision

13/04/2017WRO02500260. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons em-
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ployed to provide occupational therapy in County Meath; the number of vacant occupational 
therapy positions in County Meath; when these vacant positions will be filled; the number of 
persons waiting to receive occupational therapy; the time these persons have been waiting on 
treatment; the overall size of the backlog; the expected dates of treatments for these persons; 
and the expected time new persons will wait for treatment in tabular form. [18973/17]

13/04/2017WRO02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

13/04/2017WRO02700Care of the Elderly

13/04/2017WRO02800261. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the status of the development and 
implementation of an ageing strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18978/17]

13/04/2017WRO02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The National 
Positive Ageing Strategy (NPAS), published on 24 April 2013, provides a framework for co-
operation to address age-related policy and service delivery across Government and society in 
the years ahead.  The Strategy is intended to promote older people’s health and well being so 
that older people can continue to contribute to social, economic, cultural and family life in their 
own communities for as long as possible, thereby representing a vision for an age-friendly so-
ciety.  The Strategy highlights that ageing is not just a health issue, but rather requires a whole 
of Government approach to address a range of social, economic and environmental factors that 
affect the health and well-being of our ageing citizens.  

At the launch of the Strategy, a commitment was made to publish an Implementation Plan to 
facilitate the translation of the Goals and Objectives of the Strategy into action on the ground. 
The approach to implementation originally included in the Strategy would have worked where 
a finite number of discrete and concrete steps could be taken after which the implementation 
could be deemed complete.  However, many of the objectives included in this Strategy are quite 
broad, and can be viewed as a set of principles to which Government has committed, and which 
will inform policies that affect older people on an indefinite basis into the future, rather than 
concrete objectives that can be delivered in the short term.

The Department has therefore formulated new arrangements to implement and monitor the  
implementation of the National Positive Ageing Strategy.  The revised arrangements were ap-
proved by the Cabinet  Committee on Social Policy and Public Service Reform on 27 October, 
2016.

The new arrangements establish mechanisms that will give stakeholder groups effective 
and on-going access to Government Departments and  State Agencies relevant to older people.  
This includes  an annual Forum for stakeholders to identify what they consider to be their key 
priorities for Government for the coming year and the next three years; and establishing clear 
channels of communications between stakeholders and relevant Government Departments.  In 
this regard, a named senior official will be assigned to engage with stakeholder representatives 
on  issues relevant to their remit, in order that the priorities identified  by the stakeholders at the 
Forum can be pursued.  

The inaugural stakeholder Forum took place on 30 March 2017, and was attended by civic 
society organisations who are representative of the needs and views of older people in Ireland.  
Following on from this successful Forum, the Department of Health, as secretariat, will open a 
dialogue with each of the Government Departments identified as having responsibility for the 
priorities agreed by stakeholders, in order that they will be aware of the issues for discussion 
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prior to being contacted by a stakeholder representative group.  The Department of Health will 
meet with this stakeholder representative group in late 2017 to establish progress made and as-
sist with any issues arising.

As part of the NPAS implementation process, a Healthy and Positive Ageing Initiative has 
been established in collaboration with the HSE’s Health and Wellbeing Programme and the At-
lantic Philanthropies to measure the impact of the Strategy and establish an ongoing system for 
measuring and reporting on Positive Ageing.  The Initiative will monitor changes in older peo-
ple’s health and well-being linked to the Goals and Objectives of the National Positive Ageing 
Strategy. This will be done primarily through the development of Positive Ageing indicators to 
be published every two years. The Initiative is intended to provide evidence of the factors con-
tributing to positive ageing, including at local level and ultimately inform policy responses to 
population ageing in Ireland. The first national Positive Ageing Indicators report was published 
in 2016 and highlights many of the positive and negative aspects of growing old in Ireland.

The National Positive Ageing Strategy and the activities of the HaPAI are strongly embed-
ded within the vision and actions set out for Healthy Ireland, the Government-led initiative 
which aims to create an Irish society where people of all ages can enjoy good physical and 
mental health, and where well-being is supported at every level of society. The Healthy Ireland 
Framework was launched in 2013 and seeks to provide people and communities with   accurate 
information on how to improve their health and well-being and to make the healthy choices 
easier choices. Healthy Ireland takes a whole-of-Government and whole-of-society approach 
to improving health and well-being and the quality of people’s lives and a number of new 
structures have been put in place to ensure that all sectors of society are given opportunities to 
participate. 

13/04/2017WRO03000Legislative Measures

13/04/2017WRO03100262. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to put the home care or 
home help scheme and the provision of home care packages on a statutory basis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18979/17]

13/04/2017WRO03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): It is Govern-
ment policy to promote care in the community for older people so that they can continue to live 
in their own homes for as long as possible. 

The only statutory scheme in place at present to support older people is the Nursing Home 
Support Scheme, commonly known as the ‘A Fair Deal’ .  This Government is committed to 
establishing a new statutory home care scheme and my Department is progressing this issue. 

The development of a new home care scheme is a complex undertaking, one which will 
involve very significant legislative, operational and financial resources.  A significant amount 
of detailed preparation needs to be undertaken before final decisions are made on the form of 
a home care scheme and the regulation of these services.  This is required if reforms are to be 
successful, affordable and sustainable.

The Health Research Board was commissioned by my Department to review approaches to 
the regulation and financing of home care services in Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden and 
Scotland.  This evidence review was published on 11 April 2017 and is an important step in 
the process to determine what type of home care scheme is best for Ireland in relation to both 
regulation and funding.   

A consultation process, which is planned for the end of May, will allow all those who have 
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views on this topic to have their say, including older people themselves, their families and 
health care workers.

13/04/2017WRO03300Medical Card Eligibility

13/04/2017WRO03400263. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if a person that applies for a 
medical card is assessed under the means test on the profit from the farming enterprise or the 
capital value of the farm; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18982/17]

13/04/2017WRO03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Ser-
vices scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as 
amended. It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifi-
cally for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use 
for an earlier response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

13/04/2017WRO03600Disability Services Provision

13/04/2017WRO03700264. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that there are no proper facilities in place in County Sligo for young school 
leavers with autism and other learning and behavioural issues and no service manager to take 
responsibility for the service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19007/17]

13/04/2017WRO03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

13/04/2017WRO03900Home Help Service Data

13/04/2017WRO04000265. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours pro-
vided in counties Longford and Westmeath for each year since 2011 in tabular form. [19008/17]

13/04/2017WRO04100267. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the current waiting list for home 
help services for persons over 65 years of age and for persons with a disability in counties 
Longford and Westmeath. [19010/17]
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13/04/2017WRO04200268. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that have 
been approved home help services in counties Longford and Westmeath but are currently await-
ing the provision of hours or awaiting their full complement of hours. [19011/17]

13/04/2017WRO04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 265, 267 and 268 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply. 

13/04/2017WRO04400Home Help Service Data

13/04/2017WRO04500266. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours 
provided for persons with a disability in counties Longford and Westmeath for each year since 
2011 in tabular form. [19009/17]

13/04/2017WRO04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Questions Nos. 267 and 268 answered with Question No. 265.

13/04/2017WRO04800Health Promotion

13/04/2017WRO04900269. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 243 of 6 April 2017, if he will provide further details of the HSE cook it and 
healthy food made easy projects; the locations being targeted by these projects; the number of 
communities and families that have benefitted from this; the number that are expected to benefit 
and the timeframe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19018/17]

13/04/2017WRO05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  

13/04/2017WRO05100Hospital Waiting Lists

13/04/2017WRO05200270. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on waiting 
lists for eye procedures, by county, in tabular form; the measures being taken to speed up wait-
ing times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19021/17]

13/04/2017WRO05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

13/04/2017WRO05400Health Services Provision

13/04/2017WRO05500271. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the supports that will be made 
available for a person (detail supplied) who has lost their sight; the timeframe for the provision 
of the same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19041/17]
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13/04/2017WRO05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/04/2017WRP00200Hospitals Building Programme

13/04/2017WRP00300272. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if funding will be allocated by 
his Department and or by the HSE for a building project (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19075/17]

13/04/2017WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Emergency Department in Cavan has 
been performing well and is not currently a site of concern.  

The RCSI Hospital Group has identified the need for development of the resuscitation area 
in Cavan Emergency Department.  Any future investment in Cavan General Hospital must be 
considered within the overall acute hospital infrastructure programme, the prioritised needs of 
the hospital groups and within the overall capital envelope available to the health service.

The HSE will continue to apply the available funding for infrastructure development in the 
most cost effective way possible to meet current and future needs, having regard to the level of 
commitments and costs to completion already in place.  During 2017 my Department is work-
ing with the HSE and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to conduct a mid-term 
review of the capital programme.

13/04/2017WRP00500Hospital Accommodation Provision

13/04/2017WRP00600273. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when it is proposed to have 
full bed capacity restored at a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19080/17]

13/04/2017WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The National 
Rehabilitation Hospital (NRH) provides specialist rehabilitation services (inpatient, outpatient 
and day-patient services) to patients with complex needs, who have acquired a physical or cog-
nitive disability as a result of an accident, illness or injury and require specialist medical reha-
bilitation services.  The Government recognises the excellent rehabilitation programme which 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital delivers and the Hospital’s excellent patient outcomes.

The complexity and acuity of patients referred to the NRH for rehabilitation programmes 
has increased in recent years, resulting in greater challenges for the hospital.  I understand that 
in response to this, the NRH has reduced its existing bed capacity by 12 beds.  This will enable 
the hospital to provide a safe and appropriate level of care from within existing resources.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) is working with the NRH in order to optimise capacity 
in the facility by positively attempting to address concerns regarding funding, along with the 
provision of specialist supports via the HSE Clinical Programmes Division.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for a more detailed response.

13/04/2017WRP00800Medical Card Applications
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13/04/2017WRP00900274. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19120/17]

13/04/2017WRP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Ser-
vices scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as 
amended.  It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifi-
cally for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use 
for an earlier response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

13/04/2017WRP01100EU School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme

13/04/2017WRP01200275. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 244 of 6 April 2017, the details of the Food Dudes 
project and the school fruit scheme projects; the locations being targeted by these projects; the 
number of communities and schools that have benefitted from this; the number that are ex-
pected to benefit and the timeframe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19019/17]

13/04/2017WRP01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A taste for 
fruit and vegetables is promoted in Irish primary schools through Food Dudes, which was de-
veloped by Bangor University, Wales and is the model chosen by Ireland to implement the EU 
School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme.  The programme is managed by Bord Bia and funded by 
my Department and the EU.  The cost for the 2016/2017 school year is estimated to be €3.167m, 
including EU funding of €1.309m.   

Food Dudes aims to develop a taste for fruit and vegetables among primary schoolchildren 
and to encourage increased consumption through repeated tasting of fruit and vegetables over 
a 16-day intervention period, supported by accompanying measures in the form of role models 
(Food Dudes Heroes) and small rewards.  The intervention period is followed by a home phase 
during which parents continue to provide fruit and vegetables in red and green ‘Food Dudes’ 
lunch boxes. 

Food Dudes is open to all primary schools as it was considered that a general approach 
embracing all primary schoolchildren, including children with special needs, was advisable.  
The first roll-out concluded in 2014 having reached 477,423 school children and 3,127 schools, 
representing 95% of primary schools.  Building on the success of the programme, a Food Dudes 
Boost Programme was piloted and introduced in late 2014. It has a stronger focus on the Junior 
Cycle (junior infants to second class) who enjoy a 16-day tasting period, while Senior students 
(third to sixth class) take part in an 8-day tasting period.  By the end of this school year, Food 
Dudes Boost will have been implemented in 2,209 schools and reached 357,533 children.  It is 
expected that the Boost roll-out will conclude in the 2017/2018 school year, that is in under 4 
years compared to 9 years for the original programme. 

Participants Schools Students
2014/2015 683 114,397
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Participants Schools Students
2015/2016 701 113,136
2016/2017   (to date) 836 129,204
2017/2018   (targets) 825 125,000
My Department and Bord Bia are currently considering the design of a further Food Dudes 

model, which will have a starting date in the 2018/19 school year. It is envisaged that this will 
again focus particularly on Junior and Senior Infant classes, as early interventions have been 
found to have the greatest impact.  It will also include measures to sustain the increases in con-
sumption of fruit and vegetables achieved to date. A new EU framework, which will take effect 
from 1 August 2017 provides for some increase in funding.   

Food Dudes has been evaluated several times. Each evaluation has shown increased fruit 
and vegetable consumption in the target group. An evaluation by UCD in 2011 showed that 
fruit consumption increased by 20% (from 58.5% to 78.5%) and vegetable consumption by 
42% (from 11.5% to 53.5%).  The most recent evaluation was carried out by UCD in 2016 
and comprised 3 studies - a longitudinal study which revisited children who had participated 
in an evaluation 6 years previously, a second study focused on Senior Cycle students and a 
third study focused on Junior Cycle students.  The longitudinal study was the first of its kind 
in Ireland.  It showed that this particular group of children was consuming 13% more fruit and 
6% more vegetables in 2016 than before they took part in the Food Dudes intervention in 2010. 
The second study (Senior Cycle) and third study (Junior Cycle) both showed that fruit and 
vegetables consumption increased following the Food Dudes intervention.  The programme 
was found to be most effective amongst the Junior Cycle, especially in the case of vegetables, 
where there was more than a fourfold increase in quantities brought in to school and consumed 
in school after the intervention. 

Ireland is regarded as a leader in successful implementation of the EU School Fruit and 
Vegetables Scheme through the choice of the Food Dudes model, which is backed up by strong 
scientific evidence.  The EU has suggested Ireland as a good source of advice to a number of 
Member States, most recently, Finland who visited Ireland before Christmas to see Food Dudes 
Boost first hand.  Since that visit, Finland has made its first application for EU funding to imple-
ment a School Fruit and Vegetables Scheme. 

13/04/2017WRP01400Rural Development Programme Funding

13/04/2017WRP01500276. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
€217 million allocated under the capital plan to 2016 for rural development, seafood develop-
ment and forestry programmes has been spent; the progress made to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18756/17]

13/04/2017WRP01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out below:

The  €217 million capital allocated in 2016 to my Department referred to by the Deputy was 
increased to €229m when the €12m capital carried into 2017 from 2016 is taken into account. 
Of this  €160.1 million was allocated to cover capital expenditure under the Rural Development 
Programme, Seafood Development ( the European Maritime & Fisheries Fund Operational 
Programme)   and Forestry programme. The Forestry programme allocation of almost €112m 
shown in the table below includes the €12m carried over amount. 
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Title of Scheme/Programme 2016 Allocation
€000 

2016 Outturn
€000

Rural Development Programme 
( TAMS)

35,800 7,806

Forestry 111,955 102,201
Seafood Development 12,275 3,670
Totals 160,104 113,677
Clearly expenditure in 2016 for these schemes/programmes was lower than the estimated 

provision, but in each case I am confident that 2017 will see more substantial drawdown.

- Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme – Since TAMS II was launched in late 2015 
more than 6,900 approvals have been issued to farmers.  These approvals under Tranches 1 to 
5  allow farmers a three year window in which to complete their investment works and make a 
claim.  The 2016 outturn of €7.8 million against the budget of €35.8 million includes payments 
for only 309 TAMS II grants as well as  residual payments under the previous TAMS I schemes.  
This clearly  indicates that many approval holders choose to delay activating those approvals in 
2016 but I expect there will be far greater activity in 2017.  Furthermore for future tranches the 
validity period of the approvals has been reduced.

- Forestry – The new afforestation target of 6,500ha was achieved in 2016 but there was a 
lower than expected drawdown of premia payments for existing forestry for a number of rea-
sons including where forest owners do not apply for their premia, possibly to allow  premia to 
build up to be claimed at some future date, or non-payment of premiums because of poor forest 
maintenance.  Also, under the Forestry Support Scheme, there was a substantial shortfall on 
forest roads expenditure, however, the implementation of a single consent system for planning 
forest entrances is anticipated to increase applications to build forest roads and substantially 
greater expenditure in 2017.

- 2016 was the first year of implementation of the EMFF Operational Programme and most 
of these  schemes attracted satisfactory  levels of applications.  While payment claims were 
relatively low for a range of reasons, I anticipate a substantially higher level of draw-down in 
2017 as projects are initiated and/or completed.

13/04/2017WRP01700Rural Development Plan

13/04/2017WRP01800277. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount which was provided for under the capital plan for on-farm investment in the post-milk 
period; the amount which has been spent; the number of farms that have received funding; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18757/17]

13/04/2017WRP01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There is a 
budget of €395m allocated under the Rural Development Plan 2014 - 2020 in respect of on-
farm investment in the TAMS II Schemes.

A total of 691 applications have been paid to date amounting to €8.9m.  Approvals and pay-
ments continue on an on going basis. 

13/04/2017WRP02000Fishery Harbour Centres

13/04/2017WRP02100278. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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amount which was provided for under the capital plan for the fisheries harbour centre; the 
amount which has been spent; the progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18758/17]

13/04/2017WRP02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On 5 Febru-
ary, I announced details of the 2017 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme. I have approved funding of €28m for the Programme this year, with €2.8m al-
located for the 2017 Local Authority Harbour Development and Marine Leisure Programme.

As a significant number of the projects at the six Fishery Harbour Centres are currently at 
the planning and/or procurement phase, with others just commencing works, it is too early to 
offer definitive expenditure information at this point. 

13/04/2017WRP02300Forestry Sector

13/04/2017WRP02400279. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount which was provided for under the capital plan for the 43,000 hectares of new forests; 
the amount which has been spent; the progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18759/17]

13/04/2017WRP02500280. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount which was provided for under the capital plan for the afforestation grants for new plant-
ing; the amount which has been spent; the progress made to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18760/17]

13/04/2017WRP02600281. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount which was provided for under the capital plan for the payment of annual forestry pre-
mia to farmers that have converted their land to forestry; the amount which has been spent; the 
progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18761/17]

13/04/2017WRP02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 279 to 281, inclusive, together.

The capital plan for forestry is set out in the Forestry Programme 2014 - 2020.  This rep-
resents a continuation of the Government’s policy on forestry, following on from the Forestry 
Programme 2007-2013 and previous Programmes.  During the lifetime of this current pro-
gramme the Department will spend approximately €482 million on forestry which will include 
commitments to premiums and grants arising from planting under previous programmes.  

The current Programme provides for funding of approximately €200 million for new affor-
estation of some 43,000 hectares for the six year planting period.  Of this amount approximately 
€126 million relates to the payment of new afforestation grants and €74 million for associated 
premiums during the programme period.  There will be ongoing liabilities beyond 2020 relating 
to the second instalment of the establishment grant and the 15 annual premiums payments to 
persons who plant under this Programme.

Total spending on new afforestation for the period from 1 January 2015 to 31 March 2017 
as provided for under the new programme is €43 million.  This figure excludes expenditure 
for planting that was approved under previous programmes.  Afforestation grant payments 
made from the 1/1/2015 up to the 31/3/2017 in relation to new planting under the current For-
estry Programme amount to approximately €31 million.  The associated premium payments for 
the same period amount to approximately €12 million. 
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Planting so far under the new programme is broadly in line with targets set although it is 
difficult to determine the final planting figure for 2017 as it is too early in the year to make an 
accurate assessment.  

13/04/2017WRP02800Food Wise 2025 Strategy

13/04/2017WRP02900282. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount which was provided for under the capital plan for Food Wise 2025; the amount which 
has been spent; the progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18762/17]

13/04/2017WRP03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025, the ten year strategy for the agrifood sector, identifies the opportunities and challenges 
facing the sector and provides an enabling strategy that will allow the sector to grow and pros-
per. Food Wise includes more than 400 specific recommendations, spread across the cross-
cutting themes of sustainability, innovation, human capital, market development and competi-
tiveness; as well as specific sectoral recommendations.

 By the end of 2016, of the 330 actions that were due to commence in 2015 or 2016, 40% 
of the actions have been achieved or substantial action has been undertaken and a further 57% 
of the actions have commenced and are progressing. I believe that this is a good start and I will 
press on to get as many actions as possible completed within the next year. 

Many of the  schemes and measures funded through my Department’s capital allocation 
contribute to the delivery of the ambitious projections outlined in Food Wise 2025. This is in 
addition to expenditure by the agrifood sector and the relevant agencies and organisations

all working towards the delivery of Food Wise 2025 targets. 

13/04/2017WRP03100Forestry Grants

13/04/2017WRP03200283. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of wind blow grant aid for a person (detail supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18850/17]

13/04/2017WRP03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Recon-
stitution Scheme (Windblow) was established in 2016, to provide support for forest owners 
to replant forestry that had suffered damage during a succession of storms in the winter of 
2013/2014, culminating in Storm Darwin on 12 February 2014.  Only forestry planted after 1 
December 1989 was eligible under this reconstitution scheme. 

Since the forestry belonging to the person named was planted before 1 December, 1989, 
they will not be eligible for this Scheme.  Applications are now closed and it will not be ex-
tended to capture forestry planted before this date.

13/04/2017WRP03400Basic Payment Scheme Payments

13/04/2017WRP03500284. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
address the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18880/17]



13 April 2017

263

13/04/2017WRP03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion in respect of the 2016 Basic Payment was submitted by the person named on 15 November 
2016 thus incurring 100% late penalty as it was outside the timeframe allowed.  Following 
submission of an appeal, the late penalty has been waived and payment will issue in the coming 
days.

13/04/2017WRP03700Basic Payment Scheme Applications

13/04/2017WRP03800285. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address a case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18887/17]

13/04/2017WRP03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion in respect of the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme was received from the person named 9 May 
2016 declaring a total of 27.32 hectares in respect of the 23.77 entitlements held and payments 
have issued respect of this element of the application.  The eligibility of the parcel referred to 
will be reviewed on the basis of the documentation recently received.  Upon the completion 
of this review an official from my Department will be in direct contact with the person named.

13/04/2017WRP04000Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRP04100286. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
travelled abroad as part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the 
duration of the trip; the cost of the trip, including travel and accommodation in addition to other 
expenses incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18888/17]

13/04/2017WRP04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I represented 
the Government at the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in Germany. I engaged in a 5 day itiner-
ary visiting Munich, Stuttgart, Cologne and Berlin.  The programme included political meet-
ings with regional Agriculture Ministers and a Bilateral meeting with the Federal Minister for 
Agriculture.  It also included a number of Agrifood trade promotional events, important cultural 
activities and opportunities for engagement with the Irish Community in Germany and the 
wider Diaspora.  Full details of my programme and the associated expenses are published on 
my Department’s website: http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/aboutus/ministers/ministercreed/min-
istercreedtrademissionexpenses/

13/04/2017WRP04300GLAS Payments

13/04/2017WRP04400287. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the details 
of a GLAS contract for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [18932/17]

13/04/2017WRP04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A GLAS three 
application was submitted on behalf of the person named on 14 December 2016.

Initial checks indicated that the Rare Breed action had been selected and documentation up-
loaded with the application needed to be verified as part of the approval process. This work has 
now been completed and the application has now passed the full suite of pre approval valida-
tions and will move forward to the final stage of the approval process for ranking and selection.

When this process is complete the person named will be notified in writing of the outcome 
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of this application. 

13/04/2017WRP04600GLAS Expenditure

13/04/2017WRP04700288. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total payments under the GLAS scheme each year since its inception and to date in 2017; the 
total provision in the 2017 estimate for GLAS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18976/17]

13/04/2017WRP04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion on total payments per annum for GLAS to date is set out in the following table:

The 2017 provision in the estimates for GLAS is €214m. 

Year €
2015 11,452,000.00
2016 102,615,247.13
2017 19,631,911.96
Total 133,699,159.09

13/04/2017WRP04900Basic Payment Scheme Applications

13/04/2017WRP05000289. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18986/17]

13/04/2017WRP05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is aware that, in a limited number of cases, applications were not visible online while vital 
data was being updated.

In the case of the individual named, this process is now complete and the applicant may 
proceed with his BPS Online application. 

13/04/2017WRP05200GLAS Payments

13/04/2017WRP05300290. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of payments to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18987/17]

13/04/2017WRP05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised cross-
check of Department databases in relation to the protection of watercourses action.  Department 
officials are examining this issue and the application will be further processed for payment in 
respect of the 2016 scheme year when it is resolved. 

13/04/2017WRP05500Beef Data and Genomics Programme
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13/04/2017WRP05600291. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the crite-
ria changes that have been made to the beef genomics scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18988/17]

13/04/2017WRP05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I announced 
this morning that the Beef Data and Genomics Programme will be reopened to beef suckler 
farmers who are not already part of the scheme.  The scheme will be known as BDGP II and 
will, like the original, commit to six years of payments to farmers for completion of actions 
aimed at delivering accelerated genetic improvement in the national herd and improvement of 
its environmental sustainability.  Payment rates and actions for participants in BDGP II will be 
the same as those in BDGP I with the exception that the training and carbon navigator actions 
must be completed by 31 October 2017.  I am also glad to say that provision has been made for 
new entrants to suckler farming in the scheme and it is these farmers that will drive the future 
of the Irish suckler herd.

The success of the BDGP scheme over the course of its first two years led to many calls for 
the programme to be re-opened.  Its benefits in driving both genetic improvement and sustain-
ability of our beef farms are now well recognised.  This is a significant investment in the suckler 
sector and a real vote of confidence by this Government in its future.

The scheme will be open for applications from next Wednesday 19 April and the closing 
date for receipt of applications, both online and paper, will be Monday 8 May 2017.

13/04/2017WRQ00200GLAS Payments

13/04/2017WRQ00300292. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 286 of 6 April 2017, the status of payments to a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18991/17]

13/04/2017WRQ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The 85% ad-
vance of the 2016 payment has issued to the person named.  My officials are examining this 
case and it appears that details of one GLAS parcel declared as Low Input Permanent pasture 
were not included in the payment calculation and this therefore needs to be reinstated.  The 
matter is now being worked on and when it is resolved, the person named will receive any out-
standing amount due.

13/04/2017WRQ00500Basic Payment Scheme Eligibility

13/04/2017WRQ00600293. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of an application for a review of entitlements by a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18996/17]

13/04/2017WRQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion in respect of the 2015 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) was received from the person named 
declaring an eligible area of 26.09 hectares. 

Subsequently 4.06 ha were afforested and, in accordance with the Terms and Conditions of 
the BPS, were subject to eligibility criteria checks.  It was for this reason that this area was ini-
tially excluded from the entitlement calculation. Following the completion of the necessary 
checks the lands afforested by the person named are now deemed eligible.  The review of the 
entitlement position is underway and the person named will be informed of the outcome when 
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completed.

13/04/2017WRQ00800GLAS Payments

13/04/2017WRQ00900294. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of a payment to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal in relation to a 
GLAS application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18997/17]

13/04/2017WRQ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payments in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Following review by the Department this issue has now 
been resolved, 2016 payment has now been processed and has been sent for payment this week.  

13/04/2017WRQ01100Fishing Licences

13/04/2017WRQ01200295. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will examine a decision, in view of information previously provided in an email 
response by his Department (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18998/17]

13/04/2017WRQ01300297. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the rationale for a decision by his Department (details supplied); if he will review the deci-
sion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19000/17]

13/04/2017WRQ01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 295 and 297 together.

 Among the details supplied by the Deputy is a letter dated 28 February 2017 to my De-
partment from the persons concerned.  Please note that my Department provided a detailed 
response to this letter on 23 March 2017. 

I can further inform the Deputy that the vessel owned by the persons concerned has recently 
been approved under both the Gill Net and TR2 New Entrant Schemes to fish in ICES Area VIIa 
for 2017 and authorisations have issued in this regard. 

13/04/2017WRQ01500Live Exports

13/04/2017WRQ01600296. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the details of recent restrictions introduced by his Department with regard to movement 
rules for cattle being purchased in marts for live export to Northern Ireland; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that these changes are affecting the trade in live cattle to Northern Ire-
land; if he will review the restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18999/17]

13/04/2017WRQ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under EU 
legislation, cattle exported from Ireland within the EU (including to Northern Ireland) must 
complete a residency period on a holding prior to export.  The animal must have been resident 
on this holding within 29 days of moving to an assembly centre for export.  Subsequent to mov-
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ing from the holding, an animal may move one time through a mart and/or one time through a 
dealer’s holding, in that order.  No further moves are permitted. 

Prior to 2017, the Department’s AIM computer system did not automatically carry out veri-
fication checks on compliance with the residency requirement.  AIM has been recently updated, 
with the result that these export eligibility verification checks are now carried out and cattle pre-
sented for export that do not meet the eligibility requirements are rejected by the system.  Ex-
port eligibility for animals being exported via marts has also been aligned to this requirement. 

A small number of minor technical and other anomalies that have been highlighted by ex-
porters in relation to the operation of the AIM verification have been addressed or are in the 
process of being addressed.  However the new arrangements have operated with minimal dis-
ruption, as evidenced by the fact that exports of live cattle to date in 2017 have increased by 
42.4% compared with the same period last year, and have largely been welcomed by exporters. 

  Question No. 297 answered with Question No. 295.

13/04/2017WRQ01900Land Issues

13/04/2017WRQ02000298. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he has discussed with the EU Commission that farm land under solar farm installations 
will be recognised as an agricultural activity and therefore be eligible for EU direct payments 
and qualify for retirement and agricultural reliefs at European Union level; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19050/17]

13/04/2017WRQ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Direct 
Payments Division of my Department is in regular contact with DG Agri regarding the eligibil-
ity of land for payments under the various area-based schemes.  The issue of solar panels has 
been raised specifically as part of these discussions.  As currently interpreted the area under the 
solar panels is not deemed to be part of an agricultural activity as defined in Article 4 of Regula-
tion 1307/2013*. 

Accordingly, it is required to determine predominance having regard to Article 32(3)(a) of 
Regulation 1307/2013.  Under this Article an assessment is made as to whether the agricultural 
activity on the remainder of the land “can be exercised without being significantly hampered by 
the intensity, nature, duration and timing of the non-agricultural activities.”

As I have indicated in previous responses to this topic, my Department is willing to assess 
each individual case on its individual merits, including that part of land under solar panels, in 
order to determine whether the solar development would mean that agriculture is no longer the 
predominant activity.

 * Article 4 of Regulation 1307/2013

Definitions and related provisions

For the purposes of this Regulation, the following definitions shall apply: 

“agricultural activity” means: 

1.  production, rearing or growing of agricultural products, including harvesting, milking, 
breeding animals, and keeping animals for farming purposes, 

2.  maintaining an agricultural area in a state which makes it suitable for grazing or culti-
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vation without preparatory action going beyond usual agricultural methods and machineries, 
based on criteria established by Member States on the basis of a framework established by the 
Commission, or 

3.  carrying out a minimum activity, defined by Member States, on agricultural areas natu-
rally kept in a state suitable for grazing or cultivation; 

13/04/2017WRQ02200Food Wise 2025 Strategy

13/04/2017WRQ02300299. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will undertake a review of Food Wise 2025 in view of the fact that the targets in the 
strategy were forecast on the assumption that the UK remains within the European Union; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19051/17]

13/04/2017WRQ02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025, the ten year strategy for the agri-food sector published in July 2015, identifies the oppor-
tunities and challenges facing the sector and provides an enabling strategy that will allow the 
sector to grow and prosper.  It includes more than 400 specific recommendations spread across 
the cross-cutting themes of sustainability, innovation, human capital, market development and 
competitiveness, as well as specific sectoral recommendations.

Food Wise is a vision for the sector developed by stakeholders and facilitated by my depart-
ment.  As regards reviewing the strategy in the light of Brexit, it is important to understand that 
Food Wise 2025 is, in fact, a living and evolving strategy. I chair quarterly meetings of the High 
Level Implementation Committee (HLIC), with high level representatives from all the relevant 
Departments and State agencies.  The committee reviews progress on detailed actions on a 
quarterly basis, in order to identify and solve problems quickly.  Brexit has now been included 
as a standard item on the agenda of each meeting of the HLIC. 

It is not yet clear what the final outcome of the UK’s Brexit decision will be. While the value 
of agri food exports to the UK declined in 2016, primarily as a result of the reduction in the 
value of sterling, the overall value of exports increased.  A hard Brexit involving  the imposition 
of WTO tariffs would have a more significant adverse effect on the value of exports, but our 
stated aim is to avoid such a scenario. 

In either event, while recognising the challenges, I do not believe that it would be appropri-
ate to reduce our ambition for the sector at this juncture.  Furthermore, it is clear that the  imple-
mentation of the Food Wise recommendations, particularly those related to market develop-
ment, competitiveness and innovation, will assume even greater importance in the light of the 
UK decision, regardless of the ultimate outcome.

13/04/2017WRQ02500Agriculture Scheme Payments

13/04/2017WRQ02600300. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide a breakdown of each scheme that has a coupled payment operated by his 
Department under pillar 1 of current CAP; the breakdown of annual expenditure for each year 
of the current CAP and the actual expenditure incurred to date, in tabular form; the number of 
participants in each such scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19052/17]

13/04/2017WRQ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As requested 
please see below a breakdown of payments under the Protein Aid Scheme which is the only 
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voluntary coupled payment operated by my Department under pillar 1 of the current CAP.

Year Number Paid Amount Paid
2015 1,086 €2,899,147.19
2016 1,111 €2,954,047.71

13/04/2017WRQ02800Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

13/04/2017WRQ02900301. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on a €200 annual payment for suckler cows to ensure the sustainability of the 
national herd via a combination of a coupled payment in the context of the next CAP in addition 
to payments for farmers for actions under a suckler cow welfare scheme and or a beef genomics 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19053/17]

13/04/2017WRQ03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ireland has 
supported the greater market orientation of the CAP over recent reforms, including by decou-
pling of payments from production, because farmers’ freedom to respond to the demands of 
the market is vital for the long-term development of the sector (as set out in Food Wise 2025).  

This approach to the reform of the CAP was one which is recognised as being the most suit-
able approach to take, on the basis that the best interests of farmers were served by allowing 
them  the flexibility to calibrate production to market demand without compromising income 
from the Basic Payment Scheme. 

The provision of coupled support for suckler farmers under Pillar I would require a redis-
tribution of direct payments between farmers and this would involve a linear cut across pay-
ment to all BPS beneficiaries.  It would also require beneficiaries to maintain animals in order 
to obtain the premium, even in circumstances where  supply and demand factors were exerting 
downward pressure on prices.  There is also some evidence to suggest that the necessity to keep 
animals to obtain a premium had a negative impact on quality, with the focus turning to “farm-
ing the premium”. 

These are issues that were well rehearsed in the run up to the last and previous CAP reforms, 
and while there are counter arguments, on balance the judgement was that payments should be 
decoupled from production. 

The BDGP builds upon the large investment in data recording and genomics which has been 
made in recent years and will continue to drive further developments and improvements in this 
area. 

In relation to funding under Pillar II of the CAP, the BDGP, as already outlined, is the cur-
rent main support for the suckler sector and provides farmers with some €300 million of fund-
ing over the next six years.  I will continue to support this programme through the lifetime of 
the current RDP.  Of course, this is in addition to the other supports for suckler farmers under 
the RDP, notably GLAS, ANCs and Knowledge Transfer groups.

13/04/2017WRQ03100Beef Data and Genomics Programme

13/04/2017WRQ03200302. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will reopen the beef data and genomics programme for new participants in view of the 
fact the scheme is running 35% behind the participation target and a large underspend is likely 
as a consequence; and if so, when this will commence. [19055/17]
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13/04/2017WRQ03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I announced 
this morning that the Beef Data and Genomics Programme will be reopened to beef suckler 
farmers who are not already part of the scheme.  The scheme will be known as BDGP II and 
will, like the original, commit to six years of payments to farmers for completion of actions 
aimed at delivering accelerated genetic improvement in the national herd and improvement of 
its environmental sustainability.  Payment rates and actions for participants in BDGP II will be 
the same as those in BDGP I with the exception that the training and carbon navigator actions 
must be completed by 31st October 2017.  I am also glad to say that provision has been made 
for new entrants to suckler farming in the scheme and it is these farmers that will drive the fu-
ture of the Irish suckler herd.

The success of the BDGP scheme over the course of its first two years led to many calls for 
the programme to be re-opened.  Its benefits in driving both genetic improvement and sustain-
ability of our beef farms are now well recognised.  This is a significant investment in the suckler 
sector and a real vote of confidence by this Government in its future.

The scheme will be open for applications from next Wednesday 19th April and the closing 
date for receipt of applications, both online and paper, will be Monday 8th May 2017.

13/04/2017WRQ03400Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

13/04/2017WRQ03500303. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding the process of reviewing qualifying areas for the areas of natural 
constraint scheme; if his Department has completed the mapping exercise; when the maps will 
be published; the consultation that will be undertaken with farmers on the review; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19056/17]

13/04/2017WRQ03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Rural Development Regulation each Member State must designate areas eligible for payments 
under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme.  The ANC scheme replaces the previous 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme / Less Favoured Areas Scheme.  The designation of eligible areas 
under these schemes to date has been based on a range of socio-economic factors.  From 2018 
eligible areas must instead be designated using a set list of bio-physical criteria. In cases where 
a Member State does not introduce this new system for payment, the old scheme remains in 
place but payments must phase out on a digressive basis. 

The biophysical criteria set out in the legislation to underpin the new system of designation 
are: 

-   Low temperature  

-   Dryness

-   Excess soil moisture

-   Limited soil drainage

-   Unfavourable texture and stoniness

-   Shallow rooting depth

-   Poor chemical properties

-   Steep slope.
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My Department has commenced work on this project, and relevant technical experts are 
currently working on sourcing and analysing the data in relation to the new criteria.  Depart-
ment officials have also been in contact with the Joint Research Centre (JRC) and DG Agri 
in the EU Commission in relation to technical issues arising.  Over the coming months this 
analysis will identify areas deemed to be facing natural constraints, which will in parallel be 
subjected to a refinement process.  It is envisaged that stakeholders will be consulted as this 
process develops.

13/04/2017WRQ03700GLAS Expenditure

13/04/2017WRQ03800304. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the commitment made by his Department to spend €250 million per year on GLAS when 
the scheme is fully subscribed will be delivered in 2017; if not, the reason therefor; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19057/17]

13/04/2017WRQ03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The GLAS 
scheme is one of the Agri-Environment measures approved in Ireland’s Rural Development 
Programme 2014-2020.  The participation uptake target for the GLAS scheme in the RDP 
2014-2020 was 50,000 farmers by 2018.  This target will have been already exceeded when the 
remaining applications to GLAS 3 have been finalised over the coming weeks with over 50,000 
farmers in the scheme by 2017.  

I am therefore satisfied that all available EU funding to support agri-environment commit-
ments in RDP 2014-2020 including GLAS will be fully utilised.  In respect of 2017, the full 
outturn will not be known until the 2017 GLAS payments are calculated in the final quarter of 
the year for all cases which meet regulatory requirements and conditions of the Scheme.

13/04/2017WRQ04000Cereal Sector

13/04/2017WRQ04100305. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will introduce crisis aid funding to tillage farmers that had their crop destroyed due to 
severe weather in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19058/17]

13/04/2017WRQ04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I hosted a 
further Tillage Stakeholders Forum recently which consisted of representatives from all sides of 
this Sector.  Addressing the Forum, I took the opportunity to highlight that one of my priorities 
has been to address the impact of the change in the sterling exchange rate and lower commodity 
prices in some sectors, which have caused cash flow difficulties for farmers. 

Therefore I was pleased to facilitate the “Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme”, 
which was developed by my Department in co-operation with the Strategic Banking Corpo-
ration of Ireland (SBCI) and makes €150 million available to farmers throughout Ireland at 
interest rates of 2.95%.  Distributed through AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank, it provides 
tillage farmers with a low cost, flexible source of working capital and will allow them to pay 
down more expensive forms of short-term debt, ensuring the ongoing financial sustainability of 
viable farming enterprises.  The loans are for amounts up to €150,000 for up to six years and 
are flexible with interest only facilities of up to three years.  Although no official returns have 
been made to my Department as yet, the banks have confirmed that they have applications up to 
the amounts available under the Scheme.  I am pleased at the very positive reaction by farmers 
to the Scheme, which has proved that significant demand exists for low-cost flexible finance.  
I hope that the commercial banks will respond positively to this demand by reducing interest 
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rates and providing more flexible terms for cash flow loans in the future.  I am meeting with 
the Chief Executives of the banks shortly to discuss this and other issues relating to access to 
finance in the agri-food sector.

Also the Tillage Investment Scheme under TAMS II opened for online applications on the 
8 March 2017.  The specific areas of investment include Minimum Disturbance Tillage Equip-
ment, Sprayers, Rain Water Harvesting, Grain Storage and Grain dryers.  This Tillage Scheme 
is the latest of the Targeted Modernisation Schemes (TAMS II) to be launched under the Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020.  The Scheme is co-funded by the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD). All applications must be made on-line, either by the 
farmer or by an adviser authorised to act on his or her behalf.  The closing date for applications 
under the first tranche of the new scheme will be Friday 30 June 2017.

As an additional support to cash flow on farms, including Tillage farms, I am pleased to 
record that to date  €1.183 billion has been paid out under the 2016/17 Basic Payment Scheme 
to 123,929 farmers and these payments are ongoing.  Furthermore, payments of €201.38 mil-
lion have also been made to 94,101 applicants under the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme.  

I can confirm to the Deputy that a wide ranging discussion took place among all the stake-
holders who attended the latest session of the Tillage Forum, including on the issue of crop 
losses as a result of the poor harvest conditions of last autumn.  My officials have since then 
had some further meetings with stakeholders and I will consider further the outcome of those 
deliberations.

13/04/2017WRQ04300Cereal Sector

13/04/2017WRQ04400306. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the date for the next national tillage forum with stakeholders with a view to introducing 
a crisis aid fund for tillage farmers that had their crop destroyed or badly damaged by severe 
weather in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19059/17]

13/04/2017WRQ04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy is 
aware I hosted a further Tillage Stakeholders Forum recently following on from the first one in 
October 2016 which on both occasions consisted of representatives from all sides of this Sector.  
Addressing the most recent Forum, I took the opportunity to highlight that one of my priorities 
has been to address the impact of the change in the sterling exchange rate and lower commodity 
prices in some sectors, which have caused cash flow difficulties for farmers. 

Therefore I was pleased to facilitate the “Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme”, 
which was developed by my Department in co-operation with the Strategic Banking Corpo-
ration of Ireland (SBCI) and makes €150 million available to farmers throughout Ireland at 
interest rates of 2.95%. Distributed through AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank, it provides 
tillage farmers with a low cost, flexible source of working capital and will allow them to pay 
down more expensive forms of short-term debt, ensuring the ongoing financial sustainability of 
viable farming enterprises.  The loans are for amounts up to €150,000 for up to six years and 
are flexible with interest only facilities of up to three years.  Although no official returns have 
been made to my Department as yet, the banks have confirmed that they have applications up 
to the amounts available under the Scheme.  I am pleased at the very positive reaction by farm-
ers to the Scheme. I hope that the commercial banks will respond positively to this demand by 
reducing interest rates and providing more flexible terms for cash flow loans in the future.  I am 
meeting with the Chief Executives of the banks shortly to discuss this and other issues relating 
to access to finance in the agri-food sector.
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 Also the Tillage Investment Scheme under TAMS II opened for online applications on the 
8 March 2017.  The specific areas of investment include Minimum Disturbance Tillage Equip-
ment, Sprayers, Rain Water Harvesting, Grain Storage and Grain dryers. This Tillage Scheme 
is the latest of the Targeted Modernisation Schemes (TAMS II) to be launched under the Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020. The Scheme is co-funded by the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD). All applications must be made on-line, either by the 
farmer or by an adviser authorised to act on his or her behalf.  The closing date for applications 
under the first tranche of the new scheme will be Friday 30 June 2017. 

As an additional support to cash flow on farms, including Tillage farms, I am pleased to 
record that to date €1.183 billion has been paid out under the 2016/17 Basic Payment Scheme 
to 123,929 farmers and these payments are ongoing. Furthermore, payments of €201.38 million 
have also been made to 94,101 applicants under the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme.  

I can also confirm to the Deputy that a wide ranging discussion took place among all the 
stakeholders who attended the recent session of the Tillage Forum, including on the issue 
of crop losses as a result of the poor harvest conditions of last autumn.  My officials have since 
then had some further meetings with stakeholders and I will consider further the outcome of 
those deliberations.  No date has yet been set for another Tillage Forum.

13/04/2017WRQ04600Direct Payment Scheme

13/04/2017WRQ04700307. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on CAP regulation 1306/2013 and the way all administrative controls must be 
completed before direct payments can issue to farmers even those that have not been selected 
for on-the-spot checks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19060/17]

13/04/2017WRQ04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU regulations 
governing the Direct Payment Schemes require that full and comprehensive checks, including 
Ground or Remote Sensing (Satellite) inspections where applicable, are fully completed before 
payments are issued.  This is to ensure that payments do not issue on ineligible areas/features, 
that only eligible applicants are paid, and to avoid an applicant receiving an undue payment that 
would have to be recovered by my Department.  

As the completion of the administrative and on-the-spot checks prior to payment issuing is 
prescribed in the EU regulations governing these schemes, my Department cannot deviate from 
these requirements.  Individual cases can proceed to payment once all checks are finalised.  

13/04/2017WRQ04900Agriculture Scheme Penalties

13/04/2017WRQ05000308. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on current CAP penalties relating to cross compliance and the way in which some 
farmers are of the view that it is not fair that a non-compliance of animal related cross compli-
ance requirement causes penalties to all area based payments and vice versa; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19061/17]

13/04/2017WRQ05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applicants un-
der the Basic Payment Scheme and other EU funded area-based schemes are obliged to com-
ply with the requirements of the Cross Compliance regime.  The Cross Compliance regime 
comprises 13 Statutory Management Requirements (SMRs), set down in EU legislation, and 
7 Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC) standards on the environment, cli-
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mate change, good agricultural condition of land, public, animal and plant health and animal 
welfare. 

The EU regulations governing Cross Compliance prescribe a range of penalties to be applied 
where a non-compliance with the requirements/standards is identified as part of an inspection 
or is cross-reported to my Department.  The regulations further prescribe that penalties must be 
applied to all area-based schemes for which an individual is an applicant. 

As the requirements for the application of Cross Compliance penalties is governed by EU 
regulations, my Department cannot deviate from these requirements.  

13/04/2017WRQ05200Agriculture Scheme Payments

13/04/2017WRQ05300309. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on CAP regulation 1306/2013 (Art. 75(1)(4)) and the way in which from 2018 
no advanced RDP payments can be made before 16 October; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19063/17]

13/04/2017WRQ05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under Article 
75 (1) of EU Regulation 1306/2013 Member States are allowed to make advance payments on 
area and animal related rural development schemes from 16 October each year.  This provision 
has been in place since the commencement of the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 
and enables payments to issue to farmers before the completion of on-the-spot checks.  The 
change being introduced from 2018  will mean that payments shall be made by 30th June the 
following year, but the facility for Member States to make advance payments from 16 October 
remains the same.

13/04/2017WRQ05500EU Regulations

13/04/2017WRQ05600310. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on CAP regulation 1307/2013 and the current hectare thresholds for greening 
requirements and their impact on smaller sized farms; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19064/17]

13/04/2017WRQ05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Regulation 
(EU) 1307/2013 established rules for direct payments to farmers under the Common Agri-
cultural Policy.  Included in the Regulation are the various articles that relate to “agricultural 
practices beneficial for the climate and the environment”, more commonly known as Greening.  

Greening has three distinct provisions; Crop Diversification (CD), Ecological Focus Areas 
(EFA) and Permanent Grassland.  Payments of over €360 million per annum are made under 
the Greening scheme and while all farmers are subject to greening, exemptions for grassland 
farmers means that it is approximately 7,000 farmers in the tillage sector who have to comply 
with these measures. 

Under CD farmers with between 10 and 30 ha of arable land have to grow at least 2 crops, 
with those with over 30 ha having to have at least 3.  Furthermore the main crop has to be more 
than 75% of the arable area, with the two crops not greater than 95%.  Farmers with less than 
10 ha are exempt.  Tillage farmers with more than 15 ha of arable land are also required to have 
5% EFA on their holdings. 
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Based on the 2014 cropping practices of Irish farmers prior to the introduction of Greening, 
approximately 3,000 had to modify the number and/or area of crops sown in 2015 to comply 
with greening.  For the remaining 4,000 the crop rotation in place at the time meant that they 
already met the CD thresholds.  In terms of EFA compliance, features already present on Irish 
farms such as hedges and land drains meant that over 90% of the 6,000 EFA farmers were 
already compliant.  It was therefore only approximately 600 herds that had to undertake new 
measures, such as catch crops, to comply with greening.

I would like to acknowledge the efforts made by farmers and their agents to comply with 
these new measures and while for some the changes to farming practices did cause some dif-
ficulties compliance with both CD and EFA has been extremely high as witnessed by the very 
low level of reductions on greening payments in 2015 and 2016.

Specifically with regard to the smaller sized tillage farms who have to comply with the 2 
crop rule, I have through staff of my Department made a number of approaches to the Commis-
sion on the issue of equivalent practices with a view to simplifying them.

13/04/2017WRQ05800GLAS Data

13/04/2017WRQ05900311. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons that have enrolled to date in GLAS 3 by county, in tabular form; the 
details of a breakdown between tier 1, 2 and 3 per county; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19065/17]

13/04/2017WRQ06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A total of 
12,933 farmers have been approved into GLAS 3 to date of which 6,541 are Tier 1, 5,710 are 
Tier 2 and 682 are Tier 3.  Checks on the remaining 1,000 cases have been prioritised and are 
nearing completion and a county breakdown will not be available until this work is completed.

13/04/2017WRR00200GLAS Data

13/04/2017WRR00300312. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons in receipt of GLAS 1 and GLAS 2 that have received 85% of their 
total 2016 payment, by county, in tabular form; the number of persons that have passed all 
payment approval checks and are awaiting their 2016 payment; the total number of GLAS 
recipients that have yet to receive payment by county; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19066/17]

13/04/2017WRR00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested is set out in the table.

GLAS 1 GLAS 1 GLAS 2 GLAS 2
County   Name Number sent for 

Payment
Unpaid Number sent for 

Payment
Unpaid

Carlow 252 27 117 11
Cavan 854 59 414 18
Clare 1,507 114 653 38
Cork 1,945 225 913 101
Donegal 1,779 176 882 129
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GLAS 1 GLAS 1 GLAS 2 GLAS 2
County   Name Number sent for 

Payment
Unpaid Number sent for 

Payment
Unpaid

Dublin 53 10 15 2
Galway 2,739 365 1,140 173
Kerry 1,629 151 794 83
Kildare 221 30 72 10
Kilkenny 393 41 188 24
Laois 333 39 179 18
Leitrim 936 90 386 34
Limerick 956 100 278 24
Longford 474 43 331 18
Louth 123 26 73 7
Mayo 2,281 288 1,118 215
Meath 376 52 177 27
Monaghan 527 52 134 12
Offaly 433 43 251 29
Roscommon 1,421 114 516 38
Sligo 883 66 344 25
Tipperary 1,021 124 452 61
Waterford 298 66 112 20
Westmeath 599 55 248 16
Wexford 647 129 239 31
Wicklow 289 43 134 21
 22,969 2,528 10,160 1,185 

13/04/2017WRR00500Agri-Environment Options Scheme Data

13/04/2017WRR00600313. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons that applied for AEOS that have received their total 2016 payment, 
by county, in tabular form; the number of persons that have passed all payment approval checks 
and are awaiting their 2016 payment; the total number of AEOS recipients that have yet to re-
ceive payment by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19067/17]

13/04/2017WRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Regulations 
governing this Scheme and all other area-based payment schemes, a full check, including cross-
checks with the Land Parcel Identification System must take place before payment can issue.  
As all AEOS II participants will be receiving their final payments under the scheme, re-checks 
on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before final payment can be pro-
cessed.  All cases cleared for payment are paid on a weekly basis. 

County Totals Paid Awaiting Payment
Carlow 49 43 6
Cavan 244 206 38
Clare 556 481 75
Cork 428 364 64
Donegal 1360 1,178 182
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County Totals Paid Awaiting Payment
Dublin 9 9 0
Galway 1245 1,064 181
Kerry 568 485 83
Kildare 39 30 9
Kilkenny 109 90 19
Laois 80 56 24
Leitrim 430 376 54
Limerick 224 179 45
Longford 89 74 15
Louth 41 32 9
Mayo 1399 1,225 174
Meath 83 71 12
Monaghan 151 112 39
Offaly 110 93 17
Roscommon 478 424 54
Sligo 335 292 43
Tipperary 245 186 59
Waterford 82 70 12
Westmeath 122 91 31
Wexford 84 55 29
Wicklow 80 65 15
Totals 8640 7,351 1289

13/04/2017WRR00800Basic Payment Scheme Eligibility

13/04/2017WRR00900314. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19068/17]

13/04/2017WRR01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): With regard 
to the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), grant aid is payable upon activation of an eligible hectare 
per payment entitlement held.  In general terms an eligible hectare is one that is used for an ag-
ricultural activity.  If the exploration/drilling exercise results in a reduction in the area available 
to the person named for a farming activity, they will have to make the appropriate deduction to 
the claimed area on their annual Basic Payment Scheme application.

GLAS is not a whole farm scheme and farmers are paid to deliver selected commitments on 
specific land parcels.  It is open to the GLAS participant concerned to contact the Department 
directly with full details of the works proposed.  Any assessment of the proposal would have to 
take into account the extent of the exploratory works and the nature of the GLAS commitments 
on which such proposed works are to be carried out.

13/04/2017WRR01100TAMS Applications Data

13/04/2017WRR01200315. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received nationally and approvals issued to date under the TAMS 2 
scheme; the number of applications received for counties Cavan and Monaghan; the approvals 
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issued to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19076/17]

13/04/2017WRR01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A total of 
11,669 applications have been received to date for TAMS II and 7,489 approvals have issued.  Of 
these a total of 469 applications have been received for County Cavan and 294 approvals have 
issued; 410 applications have been received for County Monaghan and 271 approvals have is-
sued.  Approvals continue to issue on an on- going basis. 

13/04/2017WRR01400Agriculture Scheme Data

13/04/2017WRR01500316. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of GLAS and AEOS applications awaiting final approval and payment for counties Ca-
van and Monaghan; when it is proposed to have the outstanding payments issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19083/17]

13/04/2017WRR01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Regulations 
governing the AEOS and GLAS Schemes require a full check, including cross-checks with the 
Land Parcel Identification System before payment can issue. As cases pass these regulatory 
checks they are paid and cleared cases will continue to be paid on a weekly basis for both GLAS 
and AEOS Schemes. 

The information requested is set out in the table.

County GLAS 1 GLAS 1 GLAS 2 GLAS 2 AEOS AEOS
Paid Unpaid Paid Unpaid Paid Unpaid

Cavan 854 59 414 18 206 38
Monaghan 527 52 134 12 112 39

13/04/2017WRR01700Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

13/04/2017WRR01800317. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
it is proposed to publish data in respect of the review of the areas of natural constraint; when 
the review is likely to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19084/17]

13/04/2017WRR01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Rural Development Regulation each Member State must designate areas eligible for payments 
under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme.  The ANC scheme replaces the previous 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme / Less Favoured Areas Scheme.  The designation of eligible areas 
under these schemes to date has been based on a range of socio-economic factors.  From 2018 
eligible areas must instead be designated using a set list of bio-physical criteria. In cases where 
a Member State does not introduce this new system for payment, the old scheme remains in 
place but payments must phase out on a digressive basis. 

The biophysical criteria set out in the legislation to underpin the new system of designation 
are: 

-  Low temperature  

-  Dryness

-  Excess soil moisture

-  Limited soil drainage
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-  Unfavourable texture and stoniness

-  Shallow rooting depth

-  Poor chemical properties

-  Steep slope.

My Department has commenced work on this project, and relevant technical experts are 
currently working on sourcing and analysing the data in relation to the new criteria.  Depart-
ment officials have also been in contact with the Joint Research Centre (JRC) and DG Agri 
in the EU Commission in relation to technical issues arising.  Over the coming months this 
analysis will identify areas deemed to be facing natural constraints, which will in parallel be 
subjected to a refinement process.  It is envisaged that stakeholders will be consulted as this 
process develops.  

13/04/2017WRR02000Food Exports

13/04/2017WRR02100318. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there has been progress at EU level on the possible re-opening of the Russian market for some 
food products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19085/17]

13/04/2017WRR02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The issue of 
the Russian ban on agri-food exports from the European Union is one that is discussed at the 
Agriculture Council of Ministers. 

There are essentially two bans in place.  The Russian Federation imposed a temporary ban 
on the importation of pigs, pork and reproductive material certified from the EU after 26 Janu-
ary 2014 in response to the discovery of two cases of African Swine Fever in wild boar in Lithu-
ania.  Efforts to make progress in lifting this ban are continuing. 

A more general ban on the importation of agri-food products was imposed by the Russian 
Federation in August 2014 on countries (including the EU) that had adopted sanctions against 
Russia in the context of the situation in Ukraine.  Although partially lifted (since 1 June 2016) 
in respect of imports of beef, poultry and vegetables intended for use in baby food manufactur-
ing, the overall ban remains in place, and on 29 June 2016, the Russian authorities announced 
a further extension, to 31 December 2017.  

All Member States, including Ireland, have consistently urged the European Commission to 
intensify its contacts with the Russian authorities with a view to lifting these bans, particular-
ly to restoring the trade in live pigs, pork fat, lard and offal. Commissioner Hogan has indicated 
that the Commission has been working hard on this issue, but has not been able to make the 
hoped-for progress to date.  While efforts to secure real engagement from the Russian authori-
ties will continue, the broader task of securing alternative market outlets for EU food products 
will also be progressed.

13/04/2017WRR02300Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRR02400319. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure 
across his Department; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19282/17]
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13/04/2017WRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is heavily reliant on ICT Services to operate the large 
range of services for which it is responsible.  These services cover areas such EU and national 
scheme payments, animal welfare, food safety, environmental protection, trade and EU nego-
tiations and the seafood industry.  The Department has an excellent record in the delivery of IT 
systems and has some of the most advanced animal welfare and scheme payment systems in 
EU.  It is essential that the technology that underpins these services is kept up to date and the 
Department makes every effort to ensure that we achieve value for money with our expenditure. 

The 2016 capital expenditure spend for Information Technology Infrastructure in 2016 was 
€1,434,615.43, and the 2017 capital expenditure budget is €2.9 million.  The expenditure to 
date is €86,541.54; the vast majority of the capital projects are awaiting the finalisation of sev-
eral large information technology infrastructure-related tenders. 

The headline capital IT expenditure items for 2017 are:

-  Upgrade of the ICT server estate

-  Upgrade of workstations and other devices

-  Disaster Recovery upgrade (e.g. software, network equipment, firewall and servers)

-  Upgrade and additional Video Conferencing facilities

-  New enterprise software licenses 

-  Increasing the virtualisation footprint in ICT infrastructure.

13/04/2017WRR02600Better Energy Homes Scheme Administration

13/04/2017WRR02700320. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if SEAI grants can be made available to persons in homes in co-op schemes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18908/17]

13/04/2017WRR02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Better Energy Programme which is administered by the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department consists of the Better Energy Homes 
Scheme, Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme and Better Energy Communities Scheme.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes (BEWH) Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency 
measures to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty, which meet the defined eligi-
bility criteria.  The scheme is delivered through a combination of SEAI appointed Community 
Based Organisations (CBOs), augmented by a panel of private contractors in order to ensure 
national coverage.  The homes of the scheme beneficiaries are retrofitted free of charge, thus 
making those homes more energy efficient.  The measures available include draught proofing, 
attic insulation, lagging jackets for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall in-
sulation.

Houses under the Government Voluntary Code for Housing Bodies qualify for the Bet-
ter Energy Warmer Homes Scheme.  A full list of the currently registered housing bodies is 
available at: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/voluntary-and-cooperative-housing/
approved-housing-bodies-AHBs.

Applications for the BEWH scheme are dealt with on a first come, first served basis.  Once 
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an application is made, contractors operating on behalf of SEAI survey the home to determine 
what measures are most suitable for that home.  Once a survey has been completed, homes are 
issued to SEAI’s panel of appointed contractors and works typically proceed within a matter of 
days.  Demand for the scheme remains strong, clearly demonstrating its potential to continue 
to deliver energy efficiency gains and related benefits, such as reduced energy costs and better 
health outcomes.

Full details of all the schemes administered by SEAI are available from their website www.
seai.ie/ or directly from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, Wilton Park House, Wilton 
Park, Dublin, D02 T228.

13/04/2017WRR02900Energy Efficiency

13/04/2017WRR03000321. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for investment in domestic 
energy efficiency improvements; the amount spent to date; the progress made to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18788/17]

13/04/2017WRR03100322. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for investment to assist 
persons with low incomes; the amount spent to date; the progress made to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18789/17]

13/04/2017WRR03200323. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the investment to con-
tribute to the affordable energy strategy (details supplied); the amount spent to date; the prog-
ress made to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18790/17]

13/04/2017WRR03300325. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the support for commer-
cial and industrial energy efficiency programmes; the amount spent to date; the progress made 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18792/17]

13/04/2017WRR03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 321 to 323, inclusive, and 325 together.

Ireland has a national target to improve energy efficiency by 20% by 2020.  This means 
that we are committed to making energy savings of 31,950 gigawatt hours (GWh) by 2020. 
Our progress to date has seen a 12% improvement resulting from investment under the Capi-
tal Plan across the residential (which includes action to combat energy poverty), commercial 
and public sectors.  The amount of funding provided under the capital plan for energy effi-
ciency measures in 2017 is €82m.  This is an increase of €20m on the €62m allocated in 2016, 
which, when combined with allocations for renewable energy, brings the total allocation under 
the Capital Plan for sustainable energy to almost €100m in 2017.  This investment will result 
in the saving of over 116,000 tonnes in carbon emissions, reducing our overall dependence on 
imported fossil fuels and supporting around 3,000 jobs.  The following gives an overview of 
recent outputs in the sectors highlighted by the Deputy and the amount of funding allocated to 
them in 2017.

In 2016 25,063 domestic buildings were covered by energy efficiency measures, including 
7,786 low-income homes, where people are living in, or at risk of energy poverty.  This repre-
sented a full spend of the 2016 allocation to the Better Energy Programmes and also meant that 
316 gigawatt hours (GWh) of energy were saved as well as 78.5 kilotonnes equivalent of CO2 
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being avoided. 

In 2017 I have increased funding for the residential sector, bringing the Better Energy Pro-
gramme to €74m.  This includes €8m for the expanded Warmth and Wellbeing energy efficien-
cy and health pilot programme, a flagship project under the Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty, 
and a further €5m to a deep retrofit pilot programme, which will bring participating homes as 
close as possible to the Nearly Zero Energy Building standard. 

The supports for energy efficiency in the commercial sector focus on providing enabling 
supports through the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).  Their commercial pro-
grammes comprise the Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN) and the SME support pro-
gramme.  LIEN is a voluntary grouping of over 190 of Ireland’s largest energy users which SEAI 
supports to share and achieve best practice in energy management.  SEAI estimate that a po-
tential energy spend of approximately €25m was avoided by the LIEN in 2015.  For smaller 
enterprises the current focus is on training and best practice supports.  SEAI has engaged with 
over 3,000 SMEs, providing strategic support, training funding, and advice for energy proj-
ects. €3.5m is allocated for this sector in 2017. 

The SEAI’s most recent Annual Report on Public Sector Energy Efficiency Perfor-
mance shows that by end 2015 public sector bodies had achieved a 21% improvement in energy 
efficiency against a 2009 baseline with cumulative savings on energy spend to the end of 2015 
of €619million.  To build on this progress, and drive the further effort required to meet the 33% 
target for improved energy efficiency assigned to the sector, I published the first Public Sector 
Energy Efficiency Strategy earlier this year.  I have allocated further funding in 2017 in support 
of the Strategy focusing on €5m for two partnership programmes between the SEAI and the 
OPW, and Department of Education and Skills, to fund replicable, pathfinder deep renovation 
projects in the central government property portfolio and in schools. 

13/04/2017WRR03500Renewable Energy Projects

13/04/2017WRR03600324. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the renewable heat ini-
tiative; the amount spent to date; the progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [18791/17]

13/04/2017WRR03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The introduction of a Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) is a commitment in the 
White Paper on Energy and the 2016 Programme for Government and will be the primary sup-
port mechanism in the heating sector designed to meet Ireland’s renewable energy obligations.  
The aim of the RHI is to build on the progress already made in the renewable heating sector and 
to help reach Ireland’s 12% target by 2020. In 2015, 6.5% of heat was derived from renewable 
sources in Ireland.

I announced the final public consultation on the design and implementation of the new RHI 
in January 2017, and I welcome the large volume of submissions received by my Department.  
All submissions are currently being reviewed and will be used to inform the final design of the 
scheme.

Ultimately, the final cost of introducing a RHI will be driven, in part, by the final design 
of the scheme, the renewable heat technologies to be supported and any sustainability and air 
quality criteria that form part of the new scheme. 

I secured €7m for the RHI in the annual capital allocation for my Department for 2017 and 
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there has been no expenditure on the scheme to date.  

  Question No. 325 answered with Question No. 321.

13/04/2017WRR03900Electric Vehicle Grants

13/04/2017WRR04000326. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the electric vehicle 
subsidy; the amount spent to date; the progress made to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18793/17]

13/04/2017WRR04100334. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the cost of extending the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland electric vehicle 
grant until 2018 and 2020, respectively (details supplied). [19022/17]

13/04/2017WRR04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 326 and 334 together.  

The 2009 Renewable Energy Directive sets all Member States a binding target that at least 
10% of the energy used in the transport sector must come from renewable sources by 2020.  
To-date, Ireland has sought to meet the use of renewable energy in the transport sector mainly 
through the increased use of sustainable biofuels, with electric vehicles also making a small 
contribution.  The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has calculated that 5.7% of 
transport energy requirements were met from renewable sources at end 2015.

Apart from general macroeconomic considerations, technology advancement, affordabil-
ity and consumer choice are the most important levers in triggering consumers to move from 
petrol and diesel to electric vehicles.  Notwithstanding substantial exchequer support available 
for new electric vehicles, the reality of a halving of the price of oil and the pace of technology 
improvement has very significantly impacted electric vehicle market penetration.  Nevertheless 
we have seen increasing numbers of EVs registered in Ireland particularly in the last two years.

Ireland’s third National Energy Efficiency Action Plan to 2020, published in 2014, esti-
mated that approximately 50,000 electric vehicles (EVs) could form part of the transport fleet 
in 2020.  This figure, in light of technology and fuel price evolution, has since been revised 
downwards as analysis underpinning the draft National Policy Framework for the alternative 
fuels infrastructure for transport in Ireland, published in October 2016, forecast that there will 
be in the region of 20,000 electric vehicles (EVs) in Ireland by 2020. 

The Electric Vehicle Grant Scheme supports and incentivises, through grants of up to €5,000, 
the deployment of electric vehicles (EVs) in Ireland.  These grants are in addition to the Vehicle 
Registration Tax reliefs of up to €5,000 which apply to EVs.  Budget 2017 extended VRT reliefs 
on Battery Electric Vehicles to 2021 and on Plugin Hybrid Electric Vehicles to end 2018. 

To date, the purchase of over 1,900 new electric vehicles has been supported under the 
scheme.  Over 9 million euro has been spent since the scheme was introduced.  The number of 
grants paid and the total value of such grants for the purchase of electric vehicles in each year 
from 2011 to the end of March 2017 is set out in the table: 

Year No of Grants Amount (Euro)
2011 42 198,000
2012 183 767,400
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Year No of Grants Amount (Euro)
2013 53 242,200
2014 257 1,203,400
2015 555 2,647,800
2016 638 3,038,800
2017 (to 28/3) 218 1,045,000
Total 1,946 9,142,600
The Capital Plan 2016 - 2021 commits to making funding available for subsidies for Elec-

tric Vehicles (EVs) to help make EVs more affordable.  The scheme, which will be kept under 
review, is continuing this year and an allocation of €5 million has been provided in my Depart-
ment’s Vote for this purpose; the final cost out to 2020 will depend on the number of electric 
vehicles and mix of  private and commercial purchases.

In accordance with the commitment in the Programme for Government, my Department 
and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are co-chairing a Low Emission Vehicles 
(LEV) Task Force involving relevant Government Departments and agencies.  The work of the 
task force has been divided into two phases with the first phase focusing solely on EVs.  The 
Task Force expects to report on an interim basis to Government on the first phase by June 2017, 
with associated recommendations.  These recommendations will suggest a range of options for 
facilitating greater uptake of EVs in the coming years.

13/04/2017WRR04300National Broadband Plan Funding

13/04/2017WRR04400327. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the national broadband 
plan; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [18833/17]

13/04/2017WRR04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government’s Capital Investment Plan (2016 – 2021) includes an initial pro-
vision of €275m for the National Broadband Plan (NBP).  This represents an initial stimulus 
for the first five years of the NBP intervention, with remaining payments being spread over the 
full 25 years of the contract.  The amounts required by bidders will only be known after bidders 
provide their initial estimates of cost and subsidy requirements. Total spend to-date under this 
Plan is just over €5m. 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will rollout 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention area.  The procurement pro-
cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 

On 4t April, 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available 
at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The Map shows the following categories of areas for delivery of 
broadband:

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.
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The updated Map gives certainty to the bidders in terms of the State Intervention Area for 
the procurement process.  This is an important milestone as it means that bidders can progress 
their business plans and the Department can move to the next stage of the procurement.   

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP once contracts are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to 
target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or high demand and a prioritisation 
programme.

The Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ireland will have at least 
30Mbps connectivity, through public or private sector investment, as outlined in the National 
Broadband Plan.

13/04/2017WRR04600North-South Interconnector

13/04/2017WRR04700328. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the North-South 400kb 
interconnection development; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18836/17]

13/04/2017WRR04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The costs of development of the North South Interconnector are not borne by the 
Irish exchequer.  The project will be funded in the same way as all other electricity and gas grid 
investments are paid for. Network costs are subject to approval by the Commission for Energy 
Regulation and charged by EirGrid, ESB Networks and Gas Networks Ireland to energy supply 
companies.  The energy supply companies generally include these costs in customer bills.

EirGrid estimates that the cost of constructing the proposed North South Interconnector 
will be €286 million. €180 million of this will be incurred in Ireland with the remaining €106 
million being incurred in Northern Ireland.  EirGrid’s expenditure on the planning phase of this 
project since its inception in April 2005 totals circa €35 million.

The proposed interconnector is a critical piece of energy infrastructure for the benefit of all 
people on the island of Ireland.  It will further support the All-Island Single Electricity Market 
and lower costs for consumers.  Those cost savings are envisaged to be in the region of €20 
million per year from 2020, rising to €40-€60 million each year from 2030, shared between 
Ireland and Northern Ireland.  Such cost savings ensure benefits for every home and business in 
the State, improving the competitiveness of businesses and the household disposable incomes 
of our citizens.  On this basis I believe this proposed investment in our electricity infrastructure 
to be a sound one.

The section of the project in Ireland which received planning permission from An Bord 
Pleanála in December 2016 is currently the subject of judicial review proceedings.  The plan-
ning process is still underway in Northern Ireland. Construction of the project is not planned to 
commence before 2018 and it is expected that it will be completed within three years.  
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13/04/2017WRR04900Departmental Programmes

13/04/2017WRR05000329. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the national smart me-
tering programme; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18837/17]

13/04/2017WRR05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Smart Metering Programme is a transformational, national project 
to upgrade both electricity and gas analogue meters to digital meters.  This upgrade will bring 
many benefits to energy consumers in terms of greater levels of choice and innovation of prod-
ucts and services in the market.

The Programme, which includes both electricity and gas meters, is managed by the Com-
mission for Energy Regulation.  ESB Networks will be responsible for the roll-out of electricity 
smart meters and Gas Networks Ireland for the rollout of gas smart meters. 

The overall cost of the programme is estimated at €1bn.  This includes the procurement of 
upgraded electricity and gas meters, the communications network, rollout and deployment and 
the associated upgrades of IT systems and processes for ESB Networks, Gas Networks Ireland 
and energy suppliers. 

No funding is provided under the capital plan.  The costs of rolling out smart meters will be 
included in the costs of distribution networks in the same way as all other infrastructure invest-
ments are paid for.  These costs are subject to approval by the regulator and charged by ESB 
Networks and Gas Networks Ireland to energy supply companies.  The energy supply compa-
nies generally include these costs in customer bills.

To date, the Programme has undertaken a significant amount of preparatory work before 
rollout commences.  This work ranges from updating consumer policy and protections, con-
sumer engagement, cost-benefit analyses, etc.  The CER sees this preparatory work as key to 
ensuring a smooth transition for all energy consumers when smart meters are being rolled out 
and in the years 2012 – 2015 inclusive CER’s spend has been approximately €6.77m.  In ad-
dition, the CER in its five yearly price review process – that process whereby the CER sets the 
transmission and distribution revenue that can be collected from the customer – confirmed a 
spend by ESB Networks of €12.9m over the period 2011-2015.  The equivalent process for gas 
is a later time period, 2012-2017. 

The Programme is currently undergoing an extensive re-planning exercise.  The CER is en-
gaging with ESB Networks, Gas Networks Ireland, my Department, suppliers and stakeholders 
to put in place an updated plan for delivery of smart services to energy consumers.  

13/04/2017WRR05200Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRR05300330. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he travelled abroad as part of the St Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he 
travelled to; the duration of the trip; the cost of the trip including travel and accommodation in 
addition to other expenses incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18891/17]

13/04/2017WRR05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I did not travel abroad as part of the Government’s official St. Patrick’s Day en-
gagements this year. 
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13/04/2017WRR05500Broadband Service Speeds

13/04/2017WRR05600331. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when SMEs in an industrial estate (details supplied) will have access to high 
speed broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18910/17]

13/04/2017WRR05700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to 
every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government 
commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a 
combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State interven-
tion in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated. 

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint. 

On the 4 April, I signed a commitment agreement with eir in relation to their plans to pro-
vide broadband to an additional 300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis.  Eir has 
committed to doing this work over the next 90 weeks, an average of 500 premises passed per 
day.  My Department will be monitoring this rollout to ensure that they meet their obligations 
under the Agreement.  A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my website www.
dccae.gov.ie.  

On the same day I published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. which finalises the State Intervention area.  The updated Map shows the 
following categories of areas for delivery of broadband:

-  The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,  

-  The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will re-
quire State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process. 

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

The map shows that 6% of the townland of Oberstown falls  within the AMBER area and 
will  require State Intervention.  The remaining 94% falls within the BLUE area and will be 
covered by commercial operators and includes 1% of premises where eir is planning to deliver 
high speed broadband by 2018.  Individuals can themselves check whether their premises is in 
a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their 
Eircode at www.broadband.gov.ie. 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  The procurement pro-
cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
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that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP once contracts are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to 
target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or high demand and a prioritisation 
programme.

13/04/2017WRS00200North-South Interconnector

13/04/2017WRS00300332. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the draft terms of reference regarding the North-South interconnector will be 
circulated to Members of the Oireachtas and to a committee in County Monaghan and another 
organisation (details supplied) for comment before they are signed off on; and if these terms of 
reference will require Cabinet approval. [18935/17]

13/04/2017WRS00400342. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when it is proposed to finalise the terms of reference in relation to the study to be 
undertaken concerning the proposed North-South interconnector; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19087/17]

13/04/2017WRS00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332 and 342 together.

In light of the motions passed by Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann, I requested officials in 
my Department to prepare a proposal for an updated independent study that will bring further 
clarity to the relative cost and technical merits of overhead and underground solutions for the 
North South Interconnector.

In preparing the terms of reference for this study, and also to fulfil the commitment made at 
a meeting I held with public representatives and local community groups in Leinster House on 
8 February, my officials held meetings with representatives of the North East Pylon Pressure 
Campaign on 28 March and the Monaghan Anti-Pylon Committee on 3 April. 

I have now received the draft terms of reference for the study. Together with my officials I 
hope to finalise them in the coming days and I will revert to members of the Oireachtas there-
after.  The terms of reference will not require cabinet approval however I expect to fully brief 
cabinet colleagues as to the approach to the study.

13/04/2017WRS00600Electricity Grid Connection Fees

13/04/2017WRS00700333. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he will take to ensure that community owned wind farms have access on 
an affordable basis to the national grid. [18945/17]
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13/04/2017WRS00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department is currently developing a proposed new Renewable Electricity 
Support Scheme (RESS) which will be designed to assist Ireland in meeting its Electricity 
(RES-E) targets out to 2030.  The new scheme design requires detailed economic analysis on 
the viability and cost effectiveness of supporting several renewable technologies, at various 
scales.  The Programme for Government recognises the importance of community participation 
in renewable energy projects in both the national and local interest.  This builds on the 2015 
Energy White Paper commitment to widen the opportunity for community and citizen partici-
pation in renewable energy projects.  With this in mind, the development of the new RESS also 
includes an assessment of models for community participation in renewable energy projects.   
This work has identified many challenges facing community participation in renewable energy 
projects, including financial, technical, legal, infrastructural (including grid access) and institu-
tional barriers, and appropriate policy measures to address these challenges are now currently 
being assessed.  The results of this policy assessment will feed directly into the design elements 
of the new RESS and following on from this, my Department will publish a public consultation 
on the design of the new support scheme during this quarter.  There will be many decisions to 
be made on this scheme with regard to scale, technologies and how communities will have a 
greater involvement than in previous schemes.  However, following the outcome of this public 
consultation and before any new scheme is introduced, it will need to secure Government ap-
proval and state aid clearance from the European Commission.  Subject to this, it is expected 
that the new scheme will become operational in the first half of 2018.  While I am strongly com-
mitted to developing policies to support community participation in renewable energy projects, 
the specific question about grid access is an operational matter for the national grid system 
operators in conjunction with the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER). 

  Question No. 334 answered with Question No. 326.

13/04/2017WRS01000Broadcasting Charge

13/04/2017WRS01100335. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his policy on the public service broadcasting charge as was committed to under 
the previous Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19023/17]

13/04/2017WRS01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I have no plans to replace the current Television Licence fee with a broadcasting 
charge.  In addition I do not intend to raise the cost of the current licence fee of €160.    

I recognise the important part that public service broadcasters play in our democratic soci-
ety.  The provision of stable and adequate funding is essential to ensuring the continued deliv-
ery of their role in this regard.  I am very much aware, however, of the challenges that face the 
existing TV Licence system, including the current unacceptable levels of evasion which is over 
13.75% equating to a loss of approximately €40 per annum to public service broadcasting.  

In that context, my Department has been working with An Post and RTÉ on an on-going 
basis so that all steps are being taken to ensure the system is working as effectively as possible.  
Measures such as marketing campaigns, more evening and weekend inspections and appoint-
ment of additional temporary Inspectors are just some of the initiatives that have been utilized 
to enhance sales and improve compliance rates. 

 I am considering proposals for the amendment of the Broadcasting Act 2009 including a 
legislative amendment to provide for the tendering of licence fee collection.  My Department is 
liaising with the Office of Government Procurement which has issued a Request for Informa-
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tion to ascertain what the market might be able to deliver in relation to licence fee collection.  
The outcome of this process will inform any proposed tender that may be issued once the nec-
essary legislative amendment is in place.  I noted the Deputy’s press release on this subject in 
recent days and I want to take this opportunity to confirm that if such a tender proceeds it will 
of course be open to An Post to apply for that tender.  For completion it is my intention that post 
offices will remain a central point of purchase for the licence fee by householders.

 As the Deputy is aware I have requested the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment to examine the longer term issue of the future funding 
of public service media.  I look forward to receiving the Committee’s report in due course, 
which will inform future funding policy for public service broadcasting.

13/04/2017WRS01300Renewable Energy Projects

13/04/2017WRS01400336. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the approximate cost of introducing the renewable heat incentive; if he will con-
sider including projects installed from the date the initiative is announced to retrospectively 
qualify once the initiative starts; the approximate cost of this; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19024/17]

13/04/2017WRS01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The introduction of a Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) is a commitment in the 
White Paper on Energy and the 2016 Programme for Government and will be the primary sup-
port mechanism in the heating sector designed to meet Ireland’s renewable energy obligations.  
The aim of the RHI is to build on the progress already made in the renewable heating sector and 
to help reach Ireland’s 12% target by 2020. In 2015, 6.5% of heat was derived from renewable 
sources in Ireland.

I announced the final public consultation on the design and implementation of the new RHI 
in January 2017, and I welcome the large volume of submissions received by my Department.  
All submissions are currently being reviewed and will be used to inform the final design of the 
scheme.

In order to support on-going investment in the renewable heating sector, my Department 
will seek clearance from the European Commission that RHI support can apply to RHI appli-
cants, who meet the criteria of the scheme, and were completed and first commissioned between 
the Government announcement on the RHI on the 8 July 2014 and the start date of the RHI.  A 
final decision on this matter will ultimately be a matter for the Commission and form part of the 
final State Aid clearance notification for the RHI scheme.

Ultimately, the final cost of introducing a RHI will be driven, in part, by the final design of 
the scheme, the number of participants and the type of renewable heat technologies to be sup-
ported and any sustainability and air quality criteria that form part of the new scheme.

13/04/2017WRS01600Energy Production

13/04/2017WRS01700337. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the average cost of energy production per megawatt hour of each source of energy 
used here in tabular form; the current supports given to wind energy here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19025/17]
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13/04/2017WRS01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Single Electricity Market (SEM) is the wholesale electricity market for the 
island of Ireland.  The SEM is regulated by the SEM Committee and administration of the SEM 
is managed by the Single Electricity Market Operator.  Data for 2014 and 2015 in relation to the 
cost of electricity production per megawatt hour (MWh) for the various technologies is avail-
able at Table 3.7 of the publication Generator Financial Performance in the Single Electricity 
Market..  The document is available on the SEM Committee website at   

www.semcommittee.com/sites/semcommittee.com/files/media-files/SEM-16-086%20
CEPA%20Generator%20Financial%20Performance%20Report.pdf.

In addition, an update report published by the Council for European Energy Regulators 
earlier this month of support schemes across Europe, found that Ireland still has one of the low-
est levels of monetary support per unit of gross electricity produced. The report is available at 
-www.ceer.eu/portal/page/portal/EER_HOME/EER_PUBLICATIONS/CEER_PAPERS/Elec-
tricity/2017/C16-SDE-56-03%20Status%20Review%20RES%20Support%20Schemes.pdf.

The Renewable Electricity Feed-in Tariff (REFIT) schemes are the principal means of sup-
porting renewable electricity generators for electricity exported to the grid. REFIT 1 and REFIT 
2 schemes, which are now closed for new applications, support onshore wind generation.

The 2017 reference price, or guaranteed support price, for large scale and small scale wind 
generation is €69.72MWh and €72.17MWh respectively.  Details of the REFIT reference prices 
for all supported technologies are available on this Department’s website at www.dccae.gov.ie.

REFIT forms a key part of the Public Service Obligation (PSO). The PSO levy is   charged 
to all electricity customers in Ireland to support national policy objectives related to renewable 
energy, indigenous fuels (peat) and security of energy supply.  The PSO levy is determined each 
year by the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER). Ireland’s REFIT schemes have proved 
effective in attracting investment into the renewable energy sector and the REFIT schemes have 
been found to be a very cost effective tool to support renewables development, as indicated by 
a report published by the Council of European Energy Regulators in 2015. 

13/04/2017WRS01900National Broadband Plan Implementation

13/04/2017WRS02000338. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of subsidy for the contractor responsible for delivering the national 
broadband plan; the overall cost of this subsidy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19026/17]

13/04/2017WRS02100339. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the terms of agreement between his Department and a company (details supplied) 
with regard to the recent decision to take 300,000 homes and premises out of the State interven-
tion area of the national broadband plan; and the penalties that will apply should the company 
fail to meet its commitment. [19027/17]

13/04/2017WRS02200340. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when negotiations began with a company (details supplied) over the recent deci-
sion to remove 300,000 homes from the national broadband plan; when the two other bidders 
(details supplied) were informed of this decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19028/17]

13/04/2017WRS02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
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Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 338 to 340, inclusive, together.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and 
business, regardless of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service.  
This will be achieved through a combination of commercial investments and a State led inter-
vention in areas where commercial services have not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

The State is not a service provider in the telecoms market and in line with EU State Aid 
guidelines and competition rules can only intervene where there is clear evidence that the com-
mercial sector has not and will not in the future invest.  

In October 2015 the Department published the process it proposed to adopt in order to as-
sess commercial high speed broadband investment plans and made this available on the Depart-
ment’s website.  Plans received from commercial operators were subsequently assessed under 
technical, deployment and financial criteria, in line with the EU State Aid requirements.  This 
resulted in the publication of the High Speed Broadband Map in December 2015.  The Map is 
a critical aspect of State Aid compliance and the mapping process remained open in accordance 
with the published terms so as to ensure that existing plans are realised and that new develop-
ment can be managed.

The Department commenced the procurement process in December 2015 in respect of the 
Intervention Area, based on the premises in the AMBER area of the High Speed Broadband 
Map published by the Department in December 2015. 

As the Procurement process advances, a strong focus for the Department has been on ensur-
ing that the promised services are delivered in those areas classified as “BLUE”, which are cur-
rently outside the scope of the procurement process.  Consultation with industry has intensified 
since January 2016, with a view to interrogating existing BLUE areas further. 

Bidders have requested certainty on the Intervention Area to allow them to develop their 
business cases and the Department is also of the view that greater certainty on the map is re-
quired by bidders and is critical for the procurement process.

In November 2016 my Department initiated a review of an eir proposal to rollout fibre to 
300,000 premises in rural areas on a commercial basis to a proportion of the Intervention area.  
This analysis is now complete and on 4 April, I signed a Commitment Agreement with eir in 
relation to their plans to provide high speed broadband to an additional 300,000 premises in 
rural areas on a commercial basis.  Eir has committed to doing this work over a 90 week period, 
with an average of 500 premises passed per day. The rollout plan has been agreed with my De-
partment and this along with the tight deadline will be monitored closely by my Department to 
ensure that eir meets their obligations under the Agreement.  A copy of the Commitment Agree-
ment is available on my website www.dccae.gov.ie.  The Agreement provides that penalties 
of scale may be imposed on eir, in the event of failure by eir to rollout in accordance with the 
Commitment Agreement, so as to ensure any costs incurred by my Department are reimbursed 
by eir.  

On the same day I published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. which finalises the State Intervention area.  The updated Map shows the 
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following categories of areas for delivery of broadband:  

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,  

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will re-
quire State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process. 

Individuals can themselves check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area 
by accessing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode at www.broadband.
gov.ie 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  The procurement pro-
cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The finalisation of the 
State Intervention Area for the procurement process is an important milestone as it means that 
bidders can progress their business plans and the Department can move to the next stage of the 
procurement.   

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP once contracts are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to 
target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or high demand and a prioritisation 
programme.

The Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ireland will have at least 
30Mbps connectivity, through public or private sector investment, as outlined in the National 
Broadband Plan.

The Government’s Capital Investment Plan published on 29 September 2015, includes an 
initial provision of €275m for the NBP up to 2021.  The €275m represents an initial stimulus for 
the first five years of the NBP intervention.  It is likely that a significantly higher level of fund-
ing will be required over the duration of the proposed 25 year term of the contract.  The level 
of exchequer funding required for the NBP will only be known after the competitive tender 
process has concluded and bidders provide their estimates of cost and subsidy requirements.

13/04/2017WRS02400National Broadband Plan Implementation

13/04/2017WRS02500341. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the number of premises nationally forecasted to be covered by the na-
tional broadband plan and by commercial high speed broadband services, marked blue, amber 
and light blue on the latest high speed broadband map, by county, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19062/17]

13/04/2017WRS02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
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Naughten): The table shows the number of premises covered and to be covered by the National 
Broadband Plan.  The NBP is made up of commercial investment and a State Intervention.    
The information contained in the table is derived from the data provided by commercial opera-
tors to my Department in the course of the National Broadband Plan mapping exercise.  This 
exercise was conducted by the Department in the period from July 2013 – April 2017.   

On the 4th April 2017, I published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is avail-
able at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The updated Map shows the following categories of areas for 
delivery of broadband:  

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services, 

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will re-
quire State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process. 

The map provides information on a county by county basis.   Individuals can themselves 
check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing the High Speed 
Broadband Map and entering their Eircode at www.broadband.gov.ie. 

The information below sets out the position at end 2016.  The information in the table will 
be updated quarterly to reflect updates in the rollout. 

County Name Total Number of 
Premises

AMBER Prem-
ises Intervention 
Area

Blue Premises 
commercial op-
erators  

LIGHT BLUE            
Premises 
Planned Com-
mercial Rural 
Deployment 
Area *

Carlow 27,668 7,880  15,863  3,925
Cavan 42,143 17,150  17,664  7,329
Clare 68,488 23,529  31,023  13,936
Cork 267,361 74,849  167,139  25,373
Donegal 101,184 34,105  42,782  24,297
Dublin 590,076 8,701  577,905  3,470
Galway 133,963 39,335  67,633  26,995
Kerry 89,068 29,090  34,988  24,990
Kildare 89,565 13,371  67,063  9,131
Kilkenny 47,650 17,901  22,445  7,304
Laois 38,927 12,721  21,143  5,063
Leitrim 22,263 11,318  7,949  2,996
Limerick 97,173 22,105  60,036  15,032
Longford 22,414 8,288 10,287  3,839
Louth 60,085 8,755  43,618 7,712
Mayo 83,214 37,046 30,103 16,065
Meath 83,031 19,370 50,662 12,999
Monaghan 32,845 15,792 12,505  4,548
Offaly 36,737 12,420  18,166 6,151
Roscommon 39,117 18,688 12,984 7,445
Sligo 39,978 14,386  19,625 5,967
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County Name Total Number of 
Premises

AMBER Prem-
ises Intervention 
Area

Blue Premises 
commercial op-
erators  

LIGHT BLUE            
Premises 
Planned Com-
mercial Rural 
Deployment 
Area *

Tipperary 83,976 30,428 38,048 15,500
Waterford 61,506 16,690 38,562 6,254
Westmeath 44,369 12,019 25,664 6,686
Wexford 81,796  21,785 39,674 20,337
Wicklow 63,773 14,286 44,041 5,446
Total 2,348,370 542,008 1,517,572 288,790
There are c.2.3m  premises covering Ireland’s 26 counties, of which approximately 542,000 

premises are located in the AMBER area on the Map.  These premises will require State inter-
vention and are the focus for the procurement process which formally commenced in December 
2015.  The remaining 1.8m premises are located in the BLUE areas and will be/are served by 
commercial operators.  Of the 1.8m premises, some 288,000 premises fall within eir’s plans to 
deliver rural high speed broadband between now and end 2018.  Information on eir’s planned 
rural deployment is available at http://fibrerollout.ie/eircode-lookup/.

  Question No. 342 answered with Question No. 332.

13/04/2017WRS02800Natural Gas Grid

13/04/2017WRS02900343. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when a project will be progressed in view of the fact the infrastructure would be 
beneficial for a town needing job creation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19090/17]

13/04/2017WRS03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The development and expansion of the natural gas network is in the first instance a 
commercial matter for Gas Networks Ireland (GNI), which is mandated under Section 8 of the 
Gas Act 1976, as amended, to develop and maintain a national system for the supply of natural 
gas that is both economical and efficient.

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is statutorily responsible for all aspects of 
the assessment and licensing of prospective operators who wish to develop and/or operate a gas 
distribution system within the State under the Gas (Interim) (Regulation) Act 2002.  I have no 
statutory function, under the regulatory framework, in relation to the connection of towns to the 
gas network. 

In 2006, the CER approved a new network connections policy, which created the opportu-
nity to reassess the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network.  The CER policy 
stipulates that in order for any town to be connected to the gas network, certain economic crite-
ria need to be met as a prerequisite.  The policy framework provides that, over a certain period, 
the costs of connecting the town to the network are recouped through the actual consumption of 
gas and the associated tariffs.  This is designed by CER to obviate against uneconomic projects 
which would increase costs for all gas consumers.  The key factor which would qualify a town, 
or group of towns, in any future review would be a significant increase in demand for natural 
gas, usually resulting from the addition of a new large industrial or commercial facility.  
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The question of whether network extensions should, where economically feasible and in 
line with our energy policy goals in the White Paper, provide for the possibility of future con-
nections in order to contribute to regional and rural development merits further consideration.  
At the launch of the Action Plan for Rural Development I set out my view that there are com-
munities partly or sometimes wholly excluded from basic criteria of modern convenience and 
comfort, in terms of communications, energy efficiency and fuel poverty.  My long-standing 
position on the gas network is that it should be developed generally in rural Ireland to provide 
natural gas to as many areas as possible.  Accordingly, and against the backdrop of the energy 
policy White Paper, my Department is preparing to commission research and to have a report 
by year-end into the potential role that natural gas could play in supporting rural centres.  

In the meantime, I am interested in whether ways can be identified to facilitate additional 
connections to the network contributing to rural development, without additional costs for all 
gas consumers. 

13/04/2017WRS03100Telecommunications Services Provision

13/04/2017WRS03200344. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the measures the mobile phone and broadband taskforce identified to improve 
broadband connectivity in the amber areas in the short term (details supplied); the way in which 
residents of these areas can avail of these measures to improve their access to broadband; if 
there are options to avail of the reduced rate broadband services over the 4G mobile phone net-
work, while they continue to wait for the national broadband plans or schemes to deliver same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19136/17]

13/04/2017WRS03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The provision of telecommunications services, including mobile phone and broad-
band services, is a matter for the service providers concerned which operate in a fully liber-
alised market regulated by the independent Regulator of the telecommunications sector, the 
Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg).

I am, however, critically aware of the frustration currently being experienced across Ireland, 
including in the AMBER Intervention Area targeted by the National Broadband Plan State in-
tervention, where telecommunications networks are not always delivering the services people 
expect.  Recognising this frustration, I specifically included in the Programme for Government 
a commitment to a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task force.  In July 2016, I established the 
Task Force together with Minister Humphreys to identify immediate solutions to broadband 
and mobile phone coverage deficits and investigate how better services could be provided to 
consumers prior to the full build and roll-out of the network planned under the NBP State in-
tervention.  The report of the Task Force was published in December and is available on both 
Departments’ websites. 

In producing this report, the Task Force worked with Departments, local authorities, Com-
Reg, State agencies, the telecoms industry and other key stakeholders.  The report contains 
40 actions that will alleviate some of the telecommunications deficits across Ireland and the 
implementation programme on mobile phone and broadband access identifies 19 of these ac-
tions as areas where immediate and direct action by Departments and State agencies can ensure 
accelerated benefits to consumers.  The work of the Task Force will also assist local authorities 
in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP network once contracts are in place.

In order to maintain momentum, I, together with my colleague Minister Humphreys, have 
established an Implementation Group, which met for the first time on 8 March.  This group is 
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driving and monitoring the implementation of the actions in the Task Force report, bringing 
together all key stakeholders identified in the Task Force report with responsibility for delivery 
of actions.  This group will be formally reporting every 90 days on progress made on all actions 
to both myself and Minister Humphreys. I am expecting the first such quarterly report in the 
coming weeks.

The benefits that the implementation of the actions in the Task Force report will bring will 
be felt across Ireland, including in the AMBER NBP Intervention Area.

In addition to the Mobile Phone and Broadband Task Force, other initiatives are underway 
to enhance services across the State.  I have signed regulations allowing ComReg to proceed 
with a 2017 allocation of spectrum in the 3.6 GHz radio spectrum band.  This will provide an 
86% increase in total spectrum available for mobile and fixed wireless services.   In my Depart-
ment’s Estimates for 2017, I have secured an €8 million provision for RTE to allow it to free 
up the 700 MHz spectrum band. ComReg in turn will make plans to allocate this spectrum to 
provide for significantly enhanced mobile coverage.  The 700 MHz band is particularly suited 
to rural environments where the signal can travel long distances.    In terms of commercial in-
vestment, mobile operators have invested significantly in rolling out improved services, follow-
ing ComReg’s multi-band spectrum auction.  At least one operator now has in excess of 90% 
4G population coverage.  However, as mobile services are a radio based technology, services 
can be affected by topography, quality of handsets and the capacity of the network, as well as 
by and proximity to mobile telephone antennas. 

These initiatives should assist in enhancing the quality of mobile phone and data services 
across Ireland and particularly in rural Ireland and including in the AMBER Intervention Area.

13/04/2017WRS03400Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRS03500345. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding provided under the capital plan for the information tech-
nology infrastructure across his department; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19285/17]

13/04/2017WRS03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government’s Capital Investment Plan (2016 – 2021) includes an initial pro-
vision of €275m for the National Broadband Plan (NBP).  This represents an initial stimulus 
for the first five years of the NBP intervention, with remaining payments being spread over the 
full 25 years of the contract.  The amounts required by bidders will only be known after bidders 
provide their initial estimates of cost and subsidy requirements. Total spend to-date on the NBP 
under this Plan is just over €5m. 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will rollout 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention area.  The procurement pro-
cess is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network 
that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 

On the 4th April, 2017 I published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is avail-
able at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The Map shows the following categories of areas for delivery 
of broadband:

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,
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- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.

The updated Map gives certainty to the bidders in terms of the State Intervention Area for 
the procurement process.  This is an important milestone as it means that bidders can progress 
their business plans and the Department can move to the next stage of the procurement.   

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP once contracts are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to 
target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or high demand and a prioritisation 
programme.

The Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ireland will have at least 
30Mbps connectivity, through public or private sector investment, as outlined in the National 
Broadband Plan.

13/04/2017WRS03700Tourism Promotion

13/04/2017WRS03800346. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of money that has been spent under the capital plan on the Wild Atlantic Way; the amount that 
has yet to be spent under the plan; the number of discovery points that have completed and re-
ceived funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18763/17]

13/04/2017WRS03900347. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of money that has been spent under the capital plan on Ireland’s Ancient East; the amount that 
has yet to be spent under the plan; the number of discovery points that have been completed and 
received funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18764/17]

13/04/2017WRS04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 346 and 347 together.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism proj-
ects.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  While the 
Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland under the capital plan for investment in tourism 
offerings such as the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Ancient East, it does not have a role in the 
administration of those tourism capital programmes.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days.

13/04/2017WRS04100
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13/04/2017WRS04200348. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for the National Indoor Arena; the amount spent to 
date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18826/17]

13/04/2017WRS04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): An amount of €21m was provided under the Capital Plan 2016-2022 for 
the completion of Phase 1 of the National Indoor Arena.  Phase 1, comprising a National Indoor 
Athletics Training Centre, a National Gymnastics Training Centre and a National Indoor Train-
ing Centre catering for over 20 sports, was completed in December 2016 and officially opened 
by An Taoiseach in January 2017.  The total cost of Phase 1 was €38.5m.  There is a proposal to 
develop Phase 2 of the National Indoor Arena, comprising covered pitches and ancillary facili-
ties. The availability of funding for the development of Phase 2 will be determined in the Mid 
Term Review of the Capital Plan, and the timing of that project will then be clearer.

13/04/2017WRS04400Sports Facilities Expenditure

13/04/2017WRS04500349. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for sports facilities nationally, excluding the National 
Indoor Arena; the amount spent to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [18827/17]

13/04/2017WRS04600350. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for sports facilities at local level; the amount spent 
to date; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18828/17]

13/04/2017WRS04700351. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for the sports capital programme; the amount spent 
to date; the projects covered by the programme; the progress made to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18829/17]

13/04/2017WRS04800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 349 to 351, inclusive, together.

Under the 2016-2021 Capital Plan as published by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform, a capital envelope of over €314 million was provided for sports facilities over 
seven years to cover both local and national level sports facilities, including swimming pools.  
This includes €21 million for completion of Phase I of the National Indoor Arena and €30 mil-
lion stimulus funding for Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

Details of all payments and allocations under the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) and the 
Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme since the commencement of the Capital Plan in 
2016 are available on my Department’s website at www.dttas.ie.  Due to the nature and large 
number of sports projects funded under the Programmes it is not possible to provide anticipated 
completion dates for them.

13/04/2017WRT00200Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRT00300352. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he trav-
elled abroad as part of the St Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the du-
ration of the trip; the cost of the trip including travel and accommodation in addition to other 
expenses incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18902/17]
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13/04/2017WRT00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I did not travel abroad 
as part of the St Patrick’s Day celebrations.

13/04/2017WRT00500Sports Capital Programme

13/04/2017WRT00600353. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a re-
view of the sports capital programme will be completed. [18917/17]

13/04/2017WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): A new round of the Sports Capital Programme valued at €30m was announced 
last December.  The new round included a number of changes designed to simplify and stream-
line the application process including a much shortened application form. By the closing date 
of the 24th February, 2,320 applications were received.  These applications will be assessed by 
officials in my Department over the coming months and an announcement regarding allocations 
will be made later this year.  In relation to any future reviews of the Sports Capital Programme, 
the Economic and Financial Evaluation Unit (EFEU) of my Department undertakes Value for 
Money Reviews (VFM) and Focused Policy Assessments to evaluate existing programmes and 
projects in line with the Public Spending Code.  These reviews form part of the EFEU’s ongo-
ing work to deliver improvements in areas of evidence-informed policy making and monitoring 
by ensuring that programmes are meeting their objectives and providing value for money from 
public expenditure.  A VFM  of the Sports Capital Programme is scheduled to commence this 
year which will use applications under the 2017 round of the programme for some baseline 
data.  The VFM is expected to be complete in 2018.

13/04/2017WRT00800State Bodies Code of Conduct

13/04/2017WRT00900354. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has advised members of all State boards under his control of the revised code of practice for the 
governance of State bodies in 2016. [18924/17]

13/04/2017WRT01000364. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
advised the members of all State boards under his control of the role of the board and responsi-
bility to set proper ethical standards from the top down. [19107/17]

13/04/2017WRT01100366. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
deadline by which all members of State boards will have received a code of practice for the gov-
ernance of State boards and a stakeholder expectation letter, if they have not already received 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19116/17]

13/04/2017WRT01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 354, 364 and 366 together.

My Department informed the agencies of the revised code of practice for the governance of 
State Bodies in September 2016. It is the agencies responsibility to inform the board members.

13/04/2017WRT01300Cycling Facilities Provision

13/04/2017WRT01400355. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
liaise with the Dublin Airport Authority to improve cycle access on roads being upgraded or 
built as part of the north runway project to improve access for persons that cycle to work in the 
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airport from Swords and the surrounding area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18950/17]

13/04/2017WRT01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The matter raised by 
the Deputy is primarily a matter for the daa and the planning authorities.  Accordingly, I have 
forwarded the Question to the daa for direct reply.

If the Deputy does not receive a reply within ten working days, please advise my Private 
Office.

13/04/2017WRT01600Harbour Authorities

13/04/2017WRT01700356. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the advantages the Drogheda Port Company obtains from having its own stevedoring 
subsidiary; his further views on the advantage of having only a half owned subsidiary; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18966/17]

13/04/2017WRT01800357. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
is transfer pricing between a subsidiary and its sister company (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18967/17]

13/04/2017WRT01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 356 and 357 together.

Drogheda Port Company is one of eight State commercial port companies established and 
operating pursuant to the Harbours Acts 1996-2015.  The Minister for Transport ,Tourism and 
Sport is the principal shareholder in the port company and his relationship with the company is 
governed by both the Harbours Acts and the Companies Act.  As a limited liability company, 
the port is responsible for the management, control, operation and development of its harbour 
and is directly answerable to its Board of Directors. 

The financial management of the port is a matter for the port concerned. I am not involved 
in day to day operational issues in any port company.     

Ports have a number of different methods of organising stevedoring services. The model 
chosen and the advantages conferred on the port in relation to that model, are operational mat-
ters for the port.

13/04/2017WRT02000Road Projects

13/04/2017WRT02100358. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the pur-
pose and the outcome of the meeting he had in recent times with a group (details supplied) in 
connection with the N59 in Connemara; if he has instructed Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
and Galway County Council to give this road priority resources both financial and human; if 
the upgrade of the N59 in County Galway will be given priority in the forthcoming government 
capital plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18983/17]

13/04/2017WRT02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister I have 
responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme, the 
planning, design and implementation of individual national road projects (including the N59) is 
a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunc-
tion with Galway County Council.  As the Deputy is aware, I facilitated a meeting between the 
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N59 Action Group and the representatives from TII and Galway County Council regarding the 
N59 road on 21 February 2017 and  I wrote to the Action Group after the meeting indicating 
my understanding of the current position regarding planned overlay work and the upgrade of 
sections of the route. 

As the Deputy is also aware work on the upgrade of the Oughterard to Maam Cross section 
of the route is subject to the agreement of method statements by the National Parks and Wild-
life Service and such agreement has not been reached to date.  It is also the case that planning 
consent was refused for the upgrade of the Maam Cross to Clifden section of the route and the 
alignment, therefore, needs to be re-examined before a revised scheme can be considered. The 
upgrade of the N59, therefore, involves significant planning consent issues in which I have no 
role.  These are the primary issues, rather than the priority given the N59 under the Capital Plan.

As regards the allocation of resources to progress planned work in relation to the N59, 
within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of funding for individual projects is 
a matter for TII  in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  I have referred, therefore, the 
Deputy’s question to TII for further direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/04/2017WRT02300National Transport Authority Remit

13/04/2017WRT02400359. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his Depart-
ment has oversight on the operations of the NTA in regard to itsr licensing of private bus opera-
tors and the enforcing and policing of the conditions of such licences. [18992/17]

13/04/2017WRT02500360. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that a company (details supplied) operated for 44 weeks in 
breach of its licence and without the proper authority to provide passenger services; and if he 
will ensure such breaches are dealt with by the relevant authorities. [18993/17]

13/04/2017WRT02600361. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
review the operations of the NTA with regard to the regulation and enforcement of regulations 
on private operators in passenger bus services to ensure full compliance with health, safety and 
conditions of their licences. [18994/17]

13/04/2017WRT02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to answer 
Questions 359 to 361, inclusive, together.   The National Transport Authority (NTA) is responsi-
ble for the regulation of the bus market in Ireland.  Responsibility for the licensing of public bus 
passenger services transferred from my Department to the NTA in 2010 under the provisions of 
the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009.  Accordingly, my Department does not have a role 
in day-to-day bus licensing operations   However, as the Deputy may be aware, the NTA sub-
mitted a review of the operation of Part 2 of the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009 to 
my Department in late 2016.  Part 2 of the Act relates to the operation of the bus licensing 
regime.  The findings of the NTA’s  review are currently being considered by my Department.  
The NTA’s review is primarily concerned with procedural and compliance issues related to the 
licencing system and includes recommendations for certain legislative changes that would en-
able the NTA to deal more efficiently with its bus licensing functions, including enforcement 
issues.  

In relation to the matter raised by the Deputy regarding potential breaches of licence condi-
tions by a specified bus operator, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
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13/04/2017WRT02800National Cycle Network

13/04/2017WRT02900362. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding that has been allocated for the National Cycle Network in 2017; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19005/17]

13/04/2017WRT03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under the Capital 
Plan €100m is committed to smarter travel and carbon reduction measures, which includes 
funding for the development of greenways and other cycling infrastructure.  The last National 
Cycle Network funding programme was for the period 2014-2016 and some remaining claims 
under that programme will be paid this year.  However, it is not intended to issue a further fund-
ing call in the immediate future.  As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Partnership 
Government commits to making additional funding available for greenways and I am pursuing 
this funding in the context of the mid-term review of the Capital Plan.  In addition, my Depart-
ment is developing a new Strategy to underpin investment in Greenways and I expect that the 
Department will go out to public consultation in the near future seeking views on relevant is-
sues to inform the development of the Strategy. 

When the capital plan review is finalised and there is clarity on the totality of the funding 
that will be available for greenways in the coming years, my Department will issue further 
funding calls and local authorities would then be able to submit projects for funding.

13/04/2017WRT03100Sports Capital Programme Applications

13/04/2017WRT03200363. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when it 
is expected to finalise applications for the 2017 sports capital programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19093/17]

13/04/2017WRT03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): All of the 2320 applications received under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme 
will be assessed by officials in my Department over the coming months.  Given the number of 
applications received and the detailed information submitted, it will take a number of months to 
complete this process and I expect that allocations will be made in September.

  Question No. 364 answered with Question No. 354.

13/04/2017WRT03500State Bodies

13/04/2017WRT03600365. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
sent a shareholder expectation letter to all members of State boards. [19115/17]

13/04/2017WRT03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Shareholder expecta-
tion letters are only issued to the Chairpersons of commercial State Bodies under the aegis of 
my Department.  They were issued to the CIE Group, daa, Irish Aviation Authority and Shan-
non Airport Authority.  Letters to the remaining commercial State Bodies will be issued shortly.

  Question No. 366 answered with Question No. 354.

13/04/2017WRT03900Information and Communications Technology
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13/04/2017WRT04000367. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure across 
his Department; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19291/17]

13/04/2017WRT04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The annual allocation 
over the lifetime of the plan for information technology infrastructure across the Department is 
currently € 2.2 million per annum.  To date, each years allocation has been fully spent, and good 
progress has been made.  This progress includes projects that have been advanced in various 
sectors including Maritime, Irish Coast Guard and the National Vehicle and Driver file areas.

13/04/2017WRT04200Enterprise Support Services Expenditure

13/04/2017WRT04300368. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount which has been spent of the €1.1 billion provided for under the capital plan for En-
terprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and local enterprise offices; the initiatives and projects that have 
been funded and completed; the number of projects that are planned; the expected cost of these 
planned projects; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18752/17]

13/04/2017WRT04400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
“Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2016-2021” was published in 
September 2015 by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on behalf of Government 
at that time. 

The capital plan set out that an indicative amount of €3.01 billion in capital investments 
would be made through the Department’s Vote primarily through the enterprise agencies cover-
ing the period 2016 – 2021 inclusive. 

The funding is to support the jobs, enterprise development and innovation agendas and is, 
in the main, in the form of multi-annual capital grant supports to agency client companies and 
research and development investments made through Ireland’s higher education institutions.  

A large portion of the agency grant supports are multi-annual in nature and typically  span a 
three to seven year period across many thousands of client companies and associated projects.  
In addition, a significant portion of the funding provided is through competitive calls on an an-
nual or bi-annual basis. 

The indicative distribution of the €3.01 billion envisaged in the capital plan in autumn 2015 
was that €1.1 billion was earmarked for general enterprise supports (i.e. non R&D funding) to 
be made to the client companies of Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, the Local Enterprise Offic-
es, InterTrade Ireland, the Interreg Programme, the Credit Guarantee Scheme and the National 
Standards Authority of Ireland for the period 2016 to 2021.  This funding also includes €150 
million to fully deliver on the IDA Regional Property programme that commenced in 2015.  
The IDA Regional Property programme is a series of new Advance Facilities and infrastructural 
upgrades to existing business parks spanning 34 regional locations.

The remaining indicative €1.9 billion in the published capital plan figures is envisaged to 
support Ireland’s research, development and innovation investments through Science Foun-
dation Ireland, Enterprise Ireland, the Programme for Research in Third-Level Institutions, 
Tyndall National Institute and to pay for Ireland’s membership of, and participation in, various 
international research organisations such as the European Space Agency. 

For some context the 2015 Revised Estimates Volume capital allocation made to the De-
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partment was €489 million along with Capital Carryover of €20 million.  The annual capital 
provisions to be made to the Department as published in the capital plan in September 2015 
were as follows: 

Table 1: Indicative annual JEI Capital allocations as published in the Capital Plan, 
September 2015

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Total 
€495m €525m €490m €500m €500m €500m €3.01 bil-

lion
Since publication of the capital plan the Department has subsequently secured additional 

capital funding for 2015-2017.  DJEI’s total capital expenditure in 2015 was €548m and in 2016 
it was €557m. For 2017 the capital allocation secured is €555 million.  

The 2015 and 2016 capital expenditure levels were augmented by the provision of addi-
tional capital expenditure of €50 million and €45 million for 2015 and 2016 respectively which 
was secured through Supplementary Estimates approved by the Oireachtas in December of both 
years. 

This resulted in a combined 2015-16 capital expenditure totalling €1.1 billion across the 
Department’s Vote.  Of this, as can be seen in Table 2 below, some €597 million was expended 
through Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and the Local Enterprise Offices with a further €344.5m 
has been secured for investment in 2017.

Table 2 - EI, IDA and LEOs capital 2015-17 

- 2015   capital expen-
diture 

2016   capital expen-
diture

2017   capital alloca-
tions 

Enterprise   Ire-
land (Subhead   A7 
- general enterprise 
supports and Sub-
head B4 - EI R&D)

€160.68m €167.25m €185m

IDA Ireland €116.00m €115.65m €137m
Local Enterprise Of-
fices

€18.50m €19.50m €22.50m

Totals   €295.18m €302.40m €344.50m
The Deputy should also be aware that some of the agencies, such as Enterprise Ireland and 

IDA Ireland, are also, subject to sanction from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
allowed to utilise Own Resource Income to support their respective grant programmes and as-
sociated activity. 

It is also the case that Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland receive Exchequer funding from 
sources other than my Department’s Vote such as via the National Training Fund and, as in the 
case of Enterprise Ireland, from the Vote of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine, for the Beef Fund and the Food Competitiveness Programme.

The Deputy should also be aware that some of the projects and programmes supported 
through my Department’s capital expenditure are co-funded on a North-South basis, such as 
InterTrade Ireland, or on a North-South-UK-EU basis, such as the Interreg programme.  It is 
also the case that, for example, the Science Foundation Ireland Research Centres, require 30% 
funding contributions from industry partners. 
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As at the end of 2016, the capital investments made through the Department via the enter-
prise agencies were directly supporting over 435,000 jobs in the economy in the client compa-
nies of Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and the Local Enterprise Offices. 

Last year the enterprise agency supported client companies, which number well in excess 
of 10,000, delivered over 45,000 gross new jobs.  Allowing for jobs churn across their client 
base, the net additional jobs created was close to 25,000 and equivalent to 67 net new jobs be-
ing delivered per day.  In addition Ireland is now recognised as being the 7th most Innovative 
country in the world and ranked 10th for the quality of our scientific output.  This is primarily, 
though not exclusively, down to the significant public investment in research and development 
made via the capital supports of Science Foundation Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and other R&D 
investment areas across the Department’s Vote. 

Given the scale of the enterprise agency client base alluded to above, it is not practical to 
list the 10,000+ client enterprise agency grant recipients nor the several hundred live Science 
Foundation Ireland grant awards in this response.  I will arrange for an update on the IDA’s 
Regional Property Programme to be provided to the Deputy in the coming days. 

The Deputy may be aware that the Government is currently undertaking a Mid-Term Re-
view of the Capital Plan. I, and my Department, are working closely with the Minister for Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform and his Department on this process. 

13/04/2017WRT04500Regional Development Initiatives

13/04/2017WRT04600369. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount of funding which was provided for under the capital plan for regional building pro-
gramme office space; the amount that has been spent to date; the amount planned to be spent; the 
buildings that have received funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18754/17]

13/04/2017WRT04700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
February 2015, the Government launched a five year strategy aimed at accelerating the jobs 
recovery in every part of the country.  This included the delivery of a €150 million IDA Ireland 
led regional property programme.  Its objective is to help attract foreign direct investment into 
different parts of Ireland by improving the availability of marketable serviced land as well as 
office and industrial/manufacturing buildings. In practical terms, the programme entails the 
upgrading of business and technology parks, investments in strategic utility-intensive sites and 
the construction of new advance technology buildings.  To date, IDA Ireland has received €61 
million in exchequer funding in support of the programme. 

Construction is nearing completion of the first three advance facilities - located in Castlebar, 
Sligo and Tralee - that were planned under the programme.  The total capital budget for the 
delivery of all nine planned facilities is approximately €45 million. 

The tables below set out the current status of the six remaining buildings under the pro-
gramme.  These are at various stages in terms of concept and design and therefore individual 
costs have not yet been finalised. 

Advance Technology Buildings (ATB’s)

Location/Unit Current Status Completion Objective
Galway Final Design stage Q4 2017
Athlone Initial Concept Design Stage Q4 2018
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Location/Unit Current Status Completion Objective
Waterford Initial Concept Design & 

site selection   evaluation 
ongoing

Q4 2018

Advance Office Buildings (AOB’s)

Location/Unit Current   Status Completion   Objective
Limerick   Planning   Stage Q4   2017
Dundalk   Planning   Stage Q4   2017
Carlow   Initial   Concept Design & 

site selection evaluation 
ongoing

Q4   2018

13/04/2017WRT04800Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRT04900370. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
travelled abroad as part of the St Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations she travelled to; the 
duration of the trip; the cost of the trip including travel and accommodation in addition to other 
expenses incurred; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18898/17]

13/04/2017WRT05000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I can 
advise the Deputy that as part of the Government’s St Patrick’s Day schedule to foster opportu-
nities for development of Irish businesses and international links, I visited the United States of 
America (USA) and visited Chicago, St Louis and New York. My trip was for 8 days from 8th 
March to 16th March.

The cost of the flights from Dublin to Chicago and internal flights within the USA from 
Chicago to St Louis, St Louis to Chicago and Chicago to New York was €1,112.21.  An addi-
tional flight cost of €1,120.32 was incurred due to the adverse weather conditions in New York 
necessitating a flight from Chicago to Dublin to ensure my return to Ireland.  The cost of gifts 
amounted to €89.80.  Accommodation and other expenses incurred were not processed at the 
time the question was tabled. 

In addition, the Ministers of State of my Department travelled as follows.

Minister John Halligan, TD, Minister of State for Training, Skills and Innovation, visited 
Brazil (Brasilia, Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, 2 days were in each city) from 12th March to 
20th March (8 days of which 2 were travelling).  The cost of the flights was €2229.48 which 
included the internal flight from Sao Paulo to Brasilia.  The cost of the remaining internal flights 
for Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo was covered by the Irish Embassy in Brazil and these have 
not yet been invoiced to the Department. Minister Halligan stayed with the Irish Ambassador 
in Brasilia - there are no accommodation costs for Brasilia.  The cost of the remaining accom-
modation for Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo was covered by the Irish Embassy in Brazil and has 
not yet been invoiced to the Department.  The cost of gifts amounted to €323.59.

Minister Pat Breen, TD, Minister of State for Employment and Small Business, was on an 
Enterprise Ireland Trade Mission in the USA, (Texas - Austin and Houston) and was not on a St. 
Patrick’s Day trip.  The Minister attended a St Patrick’s Day event in Oklahoma on 15th March, 
expenses incurred were not processed at the time the question was tabled.
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13/04/2017WRT05100Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

13/04/2017WRT05200371. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her views 
on a recent report by an organisation (details supplied) which shows that the proportion of State 
infrastructural investment going into Dublin-related projects reaches 48%. [19032/17]

13/04/2017WRT05300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department is engaging directly with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on 
the allocation of public capital investment, for which they have immediate responsibility.  In 
regard to infrastructural investment, the State needs to make clear, strategic and evidence-based 
choices to support the productive sector in the first instance.  In that context, my Department 
supports the prioritisation of investment to address bottlenecks that are constraining growth 
today, minimise new bottlenecks, invest where economic development is likely to occur, and 
unlock potential of regions throughout Ireland, with a particular focus on realising the benefit 
of investing in combinations of infrastructures.  Strategic investments within the overarching 
national context, and actions focused on maximising the competitive advantages and potential 
of each of the regions, including Dublin, are key to ensuring that each region can both benefit 
from and contribute to Ireland’s future national growth.

The ongoing review of the public capital programme, the development of the new National 
Planning Framework, and meetings of the relevant Cabinet Committee/Senior Officials Group 
have all provided opportunities for my Department to inform strategic and evidence-based 
choices which support enterprise, innovation, and employment.  

13/04/2017WRU00200Brexit Issues

13/04/2017WRU00300372. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
additional supports that have been put in place to date to assist businesses that are heavily or 
totally dependent on Northern Ireland or the British market, in view of the uncertainty that has 
arisen due to Brexit and currency fluctuations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19079/17]

13/04/2017WRU00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
Budget 2017, I secured additional monies, both current and capital, to support Enterprise Ire-
land’s strategic response to Brexit, including 39 targeted posts, both at home and abroad to sup-
port its clients across all markets. 

There are 1,500 Enterprise Ireland (EI) client companies recording exports to the UK.  They 
employ 100,000 people across the country and have exports of over €7 billion.  Enterprise Ire-
land is particularly working with companies in the UK market who are most exposed in areas 
such as engineering, food, construction and timber to maintain their market share.

Enterprise Ireland’s #PrepareforBrexit communications campaign featuring the ‘Brexit 
SME Scorecard’ on www.prepareforbrexit.ie   was launched in March.  The ‘Brexit SME Score-
card’ is a new interactive online platform which can be used by all Irish companies, whether 
they are EI clients or not, to self-assess their exposure to Brexit under six business pillars.  

The Scorecard generates an immediate report which provides advice as well as informa-
tion on supports and resources to Irish businesses preparing for Brexit.  The Prepare for Brexit 
website also includes case studies of clients who have achieved export success in a range of key 
sectors and markets and features tips and advice.  Enterprise Ireland is also running a series of 
Brexit events featuring expert speakers throughout the country to promote the tool and encour-
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age companies to prepare for Brexit. 

Enterprise Ireland has introduced a ‘Be Prepared Grant’ which offers up to €5,000 in fund-
ing to support exporting client companies develop a Brexit Action Plan.  It is designed for 
SMEs who would benefit from further research and the use of external expertise in developing 
this plan.

Training and supports in terms of management capability, leadership, marketing/sales skills, 
innovation and R&D is being intensified to help companies to build market share and create 
new market opportunities. 

Enterprise Ireland is also delivering a suite of supports that help clients reduce supply-chain 
costs and drive efficiencies and cost reductions as a means of improving operating margins, 
thereby increasing competitiveness.

Furthermore a range of measures are being put in place to supplement the existing Local 
Enterprise Office (LEO) supports, including:

- Supports to facilitate micro enterprises to develop new internationalisation opportunities;

- Roll out of a national Lean for Micro initiative to drive firm level competitiveness;

- Brexit-focused mentoring and training initiatives; and

- Local level awareness raising and information sharing about Brexit, including; seminars, 
workshops and cross-border business networking.

In Budget 2017 I was also able to provide additional funding to InterTrade Ireland, the Cross 
Border Body which has specific responsibility for developing Cross Border Trade.  InterTrade 
Ireland is undertaking a range of initiatives for SMEs trading across the border to help them 
adapt to the changed circumstances.  Assistance will include the provision of factual advice, 
supports for capability building and the provision of other specialist expertise.  In addition, this 
funding will enable a study to be undertaken by the ESRI which will improve our understanding 
of the impact of different trade and tariff regimes which might be imposed following Brexit.  
Work is currently underway on this project.  

13/04/2017WRU00500Youth Services Funding

13/04/2017WRU00600373. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for her Department; the amount spent to date; the 
progress to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18841/17]

13/04/2017WRU00700375. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for the youth justice project at Oberstown and early 
years and youth programmes; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [18843/17]

13/04/2017WRU00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 373 and 375 together.

The overall resource allocation to my Department under the Capital Investment Plan 2016 
– 2021 amounts €136 million.  Details of the indicative allocations for each of the capital pro-
grammes and the level of expenditure for the period ending March 2017 are set out in the table.
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Programme Allocation Spend to end March 2017
Child and Family Agency €81m €18.4m
Oberstown Children Deten-
tion Campus

€10m €2.1m

General Childcare Pro-
grammes

€35m €7.0m

Youth Organisations and 
Services

€10m €2.3m

Total €136m €29.8m
Particulars relating to the individual programmes are as follows – 

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency

The funding provision to the Agency allows for a number of key critical infrastructural proj-
ects to be advanced.  These include the completion of the new build and refurbishment works 
at the Crannog Nua Special Care Unit, Portrane, Dublin, completion of refurbishment works 
at the Ballydowd Special Care Unit, Lucan, Dublin, further roll out of the National Child Care 
Information System (NCCIS), minor capital works and vehicle replacement.

The special care unit works at Crannog Nua and Ballydowd are almost complete.  The NC-
CIS system has been piloted in Tusla’s Mid-West region (North Tipperary, Clare and Limerick) 
and will be rolled out nationally in all 17 Tusla areas between now and the end of 2018.  A range 
of minor capital projects are also underway and Tusla has commenced a vehicle replacement 
programme.  The Capital Plan also includes provision for refurbishment works to frontline staff 
accommodation.

Oberstown Children Detention Campus

The resource allocation made provision for the development of new national children deten-
tion facilities at Oberstown.  The project is substantially complete and it has enabled, with effect 
from 31 March 2017, responsibility for detaining 17 year old males sentenced by the courts 
to be transferred to Oberstown from the Irish Prison Service.  The funding also provides for a 
range of remedial and improvement works identified as being required following a period of 
operation of new facilities and several incidences of damage to both new and previously exist-
ing facilities by young people.  Works are currently underway in one new residential unit and 
will be replicated across other new units over the next number of months.

General Childcare Programmes

The funding supports the annual Early Years Capital Funding Scheme which aims to improve 
childcare services through the provision of additional childcare places, building improvements 
and maintenance and natural outdoor play areas.  Pobal has responsibility for administering the 
2017 scheme which was open to applications on 24 March and will close on 21 April next.  A 
further €3 million is also available this year to support increased capacity for the provision of 
school age childcare through the School Age Childcare Capital Scheme.  The Scheme is aimed 
at increasing the number of School Aged Childcare (SAC) places in 2017 and to improve the 
quality of existing school aged services.  The Scheme is being administered on-line by Pobal 
and currently open to applications since 7 April and will close on 5 May next.

Youth Organisations and Services

The funding is being made available on an annual basis to support small scale projects, 
including equipment replacement, refurbishments, health and safety fit outs and accessibility 
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projects in local youth services.  My Department is engaging with relevant stakeholders  in 
order to identify the capital requirements of the youth sector for 2017. 

 In addition, funds are also made available to Local Authorities to support the provision of 
play and recreation facilities.  Applications for this year`s scheme was opened on 30 March and 
will close on 21 April next.

13/04/2017WRU00900Child and Family Agency Funding

13/04/2017WRU01000374. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for the Tusla special care capacity; the amount spent 
to date; the progress to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18842/17]

13/04/2017WRU01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The resource 
allocation to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency to support capital developments since estab-
lishment on the 1st January, 2014 amounts to €48.847 million. Details for funding provision for 
the years 2014 to 2017 are set out in the table below:

- 2014 2015 2016 2017
Capital Alloca-
tion

€6.841 million €12.386 million €16.060 million €13.560 million

The capital allocation allows for key infrastructural projects and minor capital works to be 
carried out.  Tusla has made provision, within its Capital Plan, for significant national capital 
projects which include the completion of new build and refurbishment works at the Crannog 
Nua Special Care Unit, Portrane, Dublin and completion of refurbishment works at the Bally-
dowd Special Care Unit, Lucan, Dublin.  On completion of these projects, national special care 
capacity will increase from 17 to 30 places.

The current projected overall cost for the Crannog Nua project which commenced in July 
2015 and is scheduled for completion in May 2017 is €16.4 million (incl VAT).  The capital 
spend to date is €15.2 million.

The capital project at the Special Care Unit, Ballydowd, Lucan, Co. Dublin commenced in 
July 2015 and is scheduled for completion in April 2017 with a projected overall cost of €5.2 
million (incl VAT).  The capital spend to date is €4.9 million.

The refurbished special care units will provide short term, stabilising and safe care in a se-
cure, therapeutic environment for young people with the aim of enabling them to return to a less 
secure placement as soon as possible, based on their assessed needs.

  Question No. 375 answered with Question No. 373.

13/04/2017WRU01300Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRU01400376. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she travelled 
abroad as part of the St Patrick’s Day celebrations; the location she travelled to; the duration of 
the trip; the cost of the trip including travel and accommodation in addition to other expenses 
incurred; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18890/17]

13/04/2017WRU01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): St. Patrick’s 
Day offers a unique opportunity to promote Ireland’s economic and political interests overseas, 
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with levels of publicity and media attention unmatched by the national day of any other country. 

I travelled to Boston, USA as part of the 2017 Saint Patrick’s Day celebrations.  I attended 
a range of events during five days, including meetings, cultural events and the South Boston 
Parade.  My programme included a range of high-level political and Irish community engage-
ments, in addition to business-focussed events, reminding people that Ireland is a very attrac-
tive destination for investment, trade, study and tourism.  I emphasised that the Irish Govern-
ment continued to prioritise the plight of the undocumented Irish in the USA.  At the annual St 
Patrick’s Day Breakfast in South Boston, I echoed the Taoiseach’s comments on the history of 
Irish emigrants to the USA. 

Flights taken and other incidental costs incurred, including for my Private Secretary, 
amounted to €5,833.67.  In addition, the cancellation of internal USA flights cost €546.66 as 
my planned visit to Seattle did not go ahead due to my Dáil commitments. Accommodation and 
local transport costs have not yet been paid by my Department.

13/04/2017WRU01600Child Care Qualifications

13/04/2017WRU01700377. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will re-
view the rules surrounding the hiring of staff in the early education sector to address the current 
shortage of suitably qualified applicants in line with the current rules in the primary education 
category (details supplied). [19049/17]

13/04/2017WRU01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Child Care 
Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 provide that each employee working directly 
with children attending the service must hold at least a major award in Early Childhood Care 
and Education at Level 5 on the National Qualifications Framework or a qualification deemed 
by the Minister to be equivalent.  The Regulations clearly state that the service provider must 
ensure that their staff meet this standard.   This section of the regulations took effect on 30th 
June 2016 for services registering after that date and for all other services took effect on 31st 
December 2016. 

The Department introduced this regulatory change following many years consultation with 
the sector.  Mindful of the challenge that it would present to the sector, the Department intro-
duced the following supportive measures: 

- Learner Funds to provide sector workers with an opportunity to upskill to a Level 5 quali-
fication. 

- The Regulations provided an exemption for certain existing childcare staff who intend 
to retire from the sector in the near future, do not hold the minimum qualification and who do 
not wish to undertake a course of training at this stage.  The option to apply for an exemption, 
which was first publicised through the City / County Childcare Committees in 2014 applies up 
to September 2021.  The Regulations stipulate that persons seeking to avail of this exemption 
must, by 30th June 2016, have signed the necessary declaration and be in possession of a letter 
from the Minister confirming that the exemption had been granted. 

-  A qualifications assessment procedure, put in place by the Department in the latter half of 
2015, allows for applications to be made for individual qualifications assessment.  This is con-
ducted by the Department in consultation with the Early Years Policy Unit of the Department 
of Education and Skills, and is available to anyone who applies.  Each application is dealt with 
on a case by case basis. 
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  Staff who have completed a relevant award at NFQ Level 5 or above by the 31st of De-
cember, or who were granted an exemption before the 30th June 2016, will meet the regulatory 
standard.  Staff who are currently undergoing education to achieve a Level 5 award will not 
meet the regulatory standard until that award has been achieved. 

The Department is aware of reports from the Early Years sector regarding the difficulties 
recruiting staff.  It is believed that the expansion of ECCE from September 2016 to April 2017 
may have contributed to this.  The Department is working with the Department of Education 
and Skills to explore the possibility of a new workforce plan for the Early Years sector.  This 
would provide objective evidence and analysis regarding supply and demand issues, to inform 
future capacity planning by both Departments.

13/04/2017WRU01900Child Care Services Funding

13/04/2017WRU02000378. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the grants 
available to childcare providers such as the outdoor equipment grant; the restrictions that apply 
to these grants in terms of facilities eligibility; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19069/17]

13/04/2017WRU02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): On 20th March 
2017 I announced the Early Years Capital programme for 2017 in three strands, as follows:

-  Strand 1: Additional Places (€3 million total available – maximum €50,000 per grant);

-  Strand 2: Building improvements and maintenance/refurbishment (€500,000 total avail-
able, maximum €20,000 per grant, Community childcare services only);

-  Strand 3: Natural outdoor play area (€500,000 total available, maximum €5,000 per grant).

The application process opened on Friday 24th March and will close at 3pm on Friday 21st 
April. 

Additionally, at the recent launch of the Action Plan for School Age Childcare I announced a 
separate €3 million in capital funding for services providing school age childcare.  This capital 
scheme opened on Friday 7th April and will close on Friday 5th May.  It will encourage expan-
sion in the number of school age childcare places along with enhancements to quality. 

In relation to the restrictions that apply to these grants in terms of facilities’ eligibility I as-
sume that the Deputy is referring to the threshold of 25 registered children per service.  This 
number was chosen to provide smaller services with an opportunity to apply, particularly in 
light of the fact that the 2013 capital funding strand for outdoor play favoured larger services.  
Notwithstanding, approximately 2259 services remain eligible to apply for this level of fund-
ing.  The largest quantum of funding, at €3 million, is open to all services.     I recognise that 
services who do not fall within the threshold will be disappointed - this is always the case with 
any threshold.  If outdoor play is a priority for medium and larger services, I will revisit this in 
the context of the 2018 capital plan.

I am aware that Pobal has been speaking directly with the Deputy on this matter in recent 
weeks.  Should the Deputy have any further queries, my officials and Pobal are available to 
assist.

13/04/2017WRU02200Child Care Costs
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13/04/2017WRU02300379. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No 311 of 22 March 2017, when it is proposed to introduce the new 
affordable childcare scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19095/17]

13/04/2017WRU02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Govern-
ment has agreed its plan to make childcare more affordable, using the additional €19m child-
care funding agreed in Budget 2017, and has approved a range of measures that will see more 
than 70,000 families benefit from reduced childcare costs from September.

Moving from one of the most expensive childcare systems in the world to one of the best is 
ambitious, and we need to move one step at a time.  

Significant progress has been made in developing the Affordable Childcare Scheme.  My 
Department is working with Government Departments and Agencies to build a fully automated 
on-line system.  This will provide a user-friendly means for parents to access childcare sup-
ports.  It will also facilitate the administrative efficiency of the new Scheme.  Given the sheer 
complexity of this development, and a number of external factors beyond the control of my 
Department, the on-line system will not now be introduced until a later date.  However, in the 
meantime, a number of enhancements to existing childcare schemes are being made with effect 
from September 2017.

From September, up to 33,000 children aged from 6 months up to 36 months and availing of 
registered childcare will benefit from a new universal childcare subsidy.  The maximum weekly 
subsidy payable will be €20 for children attending full-time care.

Also from September, up to 23,000 children and their families currently availing of child-
care support under the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme will benefit from 
significant increases, of up to 50%, in the subvention rates provided under the programme.  
For example, parents availing of full-time childcare who currently have their childcare costs 
subsidised by €95 per week will see their subvention rate rise to €145 per week.  Up to 7,000 
children and their families currently availing of the Training and Education Childcare Support 
programmes will also see increases in subsidy rates.

Up to 7,000 additional children and their families are expected to benefit from the CCS for 
the first time from September, due to improved access to the Scheme through a greater number 
of community and private childcare providers throughout the country.

Children and families can avail of these new levels of childcare subsidies under a number 
of circumstances, including if they are in receipt of Family Income Supplement or if they hold 
a medical care or a GP visit card.

Yesterday, I announced the launch of a Public Information Campaign which will provide 
detailed information, through a variety of sources, to ensure that parents and service providers 
will be able to find out everything they need to know about the new supports.  In particular, the 
campaign will help families to find out what childcare supports will be available to them from 
September 2017.  It will also help families to establish what childcare supports will become 
available in the future when the on-line system becomes available.  At that point, using exist-
ing levels of investment, a further 9,000 families will benefit from more affordable childcare 
through childcare subsidies of up to €12 per week.

13/04/2017WRU02500Early Childhood Care and Education Data

13/04/2017WRU02600380. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the yearly 
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cost of increasing the capitation rates paid to ECCE childcare providers by 1%, 2%, 3%, 4%, 
5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9% and 10% respectively, in tabular form. [19098/17]

13/04/2017WRU02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The actual cost 
of this proposal would be subject to a number of factors including actual levels of participa-
tion, and the number of children subvented at the ‘higher capitation’ rate- costs increase as the 
number of higher qualified staff increase.  At current levels of uptake and capitation rates the 
cost per 1 percent increase would be approximately €2.8m; taking all at the higher capitation 
rate, this would approach €3m

Percentage Increase Cost
0 279m (total)
1 2.8
2 5.6m
3 8.4m
4 11.2m
5 14m
6 16.8m
7 19.6m
8 22.4m
9 25.2m
10 28m

13/04/2017WRU02800Early Childhood Care and Education Data

13/04/2017WRU02900381. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the annual 
cost of increasing the number of ECCE weeks to 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49 and 
50 respectively. [19105/17]

13/04/2017WRU03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): When intro-
duced, the ECCE scheme provided free-preschool for 38 weeks of the year, the 38 weeks broad-
ly mirrored the primary school academic year.  When ECCE was expanded as a result of Budget 
2016, it enabled all children to attend ECCE from the age of three, entering at one of three entry 
points after their third birthday, September, January or April, and remain there until they started 
in primary school, with the exception that they could not be more than 5 years and 6 months 
when they finished ECCE in June.  This followed a recommendation from the Expert Group 
“Right from the Start”.

Using the current levels of enrolment and uptake the following estimates would apply. In 
general the cost is slightly in excess of €7.5m per week added.

Weeks Costs
38 (current ECCE cycle) 279m (total)
39 7.5m
40 15m
41 23m
42 31m
43 38m
44 46m
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Weeks Costs
45 54m
46 62m
47 69m
48 77m
49 85m
50 93m
It should be noted that this question only addresses the financial aspect of such increases.  

Any such changes would require revision of rules around eligibility and enrolment dates and 
would need to look at issues of capacity with regard to physical space, staffing capacities and 
other associated matters.

13/04/2017WRU03100Child Care Services Data

13/04/2017WRU03200382. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost 
of increasing each income threshold of the single affordable childcare scheme by €100, €200, 
€300, €400, €500, €600, €700, €800, €900 and €1,000 respectively. [19100/17]

13/04/2017WRU03300386. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost of 
increasing each income threshold of the single affordable childcare scheme by 5%, 10%, 15% 
and 20% respectively. [19135/17]

13/04/2017WRU03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 382 and 386 together.

The detailed information sought by the Deputy is not currently available in the format re-
quested.  Officials in my Department are compiling this information, which will be supplied to 
the Deputy in no later than 10 working days.

13/04/2017WRU03500Child Care Services Expenditure

13/04/2017WRU03600383. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost 
of maintaining all targeted childcare schemes, such as the community childcare subvention, in 
tabular form. [19101/17]

13/04/2017WRU03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Budget 2017 
provided an additional €19m to enable the introduction of more affordable childcare from Sep-
tember.  This additional funding includes development costs for the Single Affordable Child-
care Scheme (SACS) and is in addition to the existing funding of €86 million, which sup-
ports the current targeted schemes, specifically, the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) 
Scheme and the Training and Education Childcare (TEC) schemes (i.e. Childcare Education 
and Training Supports (CETS), After-School Child Care (ASCC), and Community Employ-
ment Childcare (CEC).

The current budget for these targeted childcare schemes for 2017 is presented below.  These 
figures take account of planned enhancements to existing targeted childcare schemes from Sep-
tember, which were announced yesterday.  These enhancements include:

- A new universal childcare subsidy for children aged from 6 months up to 36 months old (or 
commencement of the free pre-school programme (using registered childcare) via an enhance-
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ment to the CCS scheme; and

- Significant increases, some up to 50 per cent, in childcare subvention rates provided under 
the CCS and TEC Schemes for children aged from 6 months up to 15 years old.

More than 70,000 families will benefit from reduced childcare costs from September as a 
result of these enhancements to these Schemes.

 - Jan – Aug 2017 
€m

Sep – Dec 2017 
€m

TOTAL 
€m

CCS / CCSP  30.20  36.20  66.40 
CCS-Universal  –    6.90    6.90 
CETS   8.00    4.00  12.00 
ASCC   1.10    0.60    1.70 
CEC   4.30    2.40    6.70 
SACS development  –    2.00    2.00 
Administration, pro-
gramme support & sus-
tainability funding 

 5.90    3.70    9.60 

TOTAL 49.50  55.80 105.30 

13/04/2017WRU03800Child and Family Agency Staff

13/04/2017WRU03900384. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if social 
care workers without social care qualifications but with considerable work experience in the 
field are eligible to apply for management positions in Tusla care facilities; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19102/17]

13/04/2017WRU04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone):  Criteria for par-
ticular positions is a matter for Tusla and accordingly the information requested is not readily 
available in my Department.  My officials have requested the information from Tusla and I will 
forward the reply to the Deputy once I have been furnished with it.

13/04/2017WRU04100Departmental Reviews

13/04/2017WRU04200385. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
expected cost of the independent review of the cost of providing quality childcare in private 
and community settings; and if her Department will require additional money in budget 2018 
to meet the cost. [19108/17]

13/04/2017WRU04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Given the im-
portance of financial sustainability for the provision of quality childcare, the Programme for 
Government has committed to conducting and publishing an independent review of the cost of 
delivering quality childcare in Ireland.  Work on preparing a Request for Tender for this Review 
is currently underway and it is envisaged that this RFT will be published in the coming months. 

As this Review will be subject to public procurement, it is not possible to provide cost esti-
mates at this point as this may influence the procurement process.  It is envisaged however, that 
the cost of this Review will be met from the Department’s existing budget allocation.

  Question No. 386 answered with Question No. 382.



Questions - Written Answers

318

13/04/2017WRU04500Information and Communications Technology

13/04/2017WRU04600387. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of funding provided under the capital plan for the information technology infrastructure across 
her Department; the amount spent to date; the progress to date; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19284/17]

13/04/2017WRU04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can confirm 
there is no specific funding provided under the capital plan 2016 - 2021 for the information 
technology infrastructure across my Department.

13/04/2017WRU04800Defence Forces Funding

13/04/2017WRU04900388. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount of 
funding provided under the capital plan for the Army; the amount spent to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18838/17]

13/04/2017WRU05000389. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount of 
funding provided under the capital plan for the Air Corps; the amount spent to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18839/17]

13/04/2017WRU05100390. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount of 
funding provided under the capital plan for the Naval Service; the amount spent to date; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [18840/17]

13/04/2017WRU05200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos 388 to 390 ,inclusive, together. 

Vote 36 (Defence) is managed through a single programme with all operational outputs 
delivered from a single set of forces encompassing the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service. 
Capital funding is not apportioned separately in the Capital Plan, but is included in the overall 
programme costs across the Defence Vote.  The White Paper on Defence outlined the strategic 
defence framework for the next ten years, and identified, as key organisational priorities, the 
replacement of major equipment platforms and the initiation of infrastructural development 
programmes for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service.   

The Capital Investment Plan 2016-2021, published in July 2015, allocated €437m in capital 
funding for Vote 36 (Defence) over the 2016-2021 timeframe.  Budget 2017 provided an ad-
ditional €7m in capital funding for Vote 36 and the updated Capital Plan amounts are shown in 
the table. 

Revised Defence Capital Allocation 2016-2021 

Defence 

 - 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Total 
Revised 
envelope 
(€m) 

68 74 74 85 85 88 474 

In 2016 Defence capital investment expenditure amounted to some €100m and included a 
technical supplementary estimate to transfer expenditure to capital subheads within the Vote to 
meet payments due on the contract for the Naval Service Ships Replacement Programme. 
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Capital spending in Vote 36 (Defence) is mainly expended as follows: 

- Replacement programmes for defensive equipment across the Army, Air Corps and Naval 
Service;

- Investment in Defence Forces Built Infrastructure including the refurbishment of the De-
fence property portfolio and provision of replacement and additional facilities where required; 

- Purchase of new and replacement Information and Communication Technology hardware 
across the Department and the Defence Forces. 

13/04/2017WRU05300Army Training Programme

13/04/2017WRU05400391. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the 
Army cannot conduct live firing training in Kilworth Camp due to the fact there is a lack of 
corporals to oversee the training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18857/17]

13/04/2017WRU05500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am informed 
by the military authorities, that live fire training is not dependent on the availability of Corpo-
rals.  This training is conducted under the authority of personnel of higher rank, either in the 
rank of Sergeant (and higher NCO rank) or Commissioned Officers who hold a suitable live 
fire qualification.  I am further advised that live firing exercises have, and will continue to be 
undertaken in Kilworth Camp in 2017.  Kilworth Camp has been used extensively for Live Fire 
Tactical Training to date this year.  The most recent Live Fire Tactical Training was undertaken 
as recently as last week. 

13/04/2017WRV00200International Agreements

13/04/2017WRV00300392. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans 
to enter a bilateral air defence agreement with Britain; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [18858/17]

13/04/2017WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Paper 
on Defence (2015) sets the policy framework for the coming years including the State’s ap-
proach to defence from armed aggression. It confirms that Ireland will continue to maintain a 
policy of military neutrality which is characterised by non-membership of military alliances 
and non-participation in common or mutual defence arrangements. I can confirm that there are 
no plans to enter a bilateral air defence agreement with Britain. 

13/04/2017WRV00500Air Corps

13/04/2017WRV00600393. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the prog-
ress which has been made in his talks with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
to secure funding to retain specialist personnel in the Defence Forces; and the status of efforts 
by his Department to improve the capacity of the Air Corps. [18859/17]

13/04/2017WRV00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Public Ser-
vice Pay Commission is expected to report in the coming weeks.  Once this report is available, 
the Government intends to initiate negotiations on a successor to the Lansdowne Road Agree-
ment. I can confirm that my Department has also recently submitted initial observations to the 
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Commission, via the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform.  As these matters are under 
deliberation, I trust the Deputy will appreciate that I am not in a position to disclose the content 
of the Department’s submission at this point in time.  Given the improvement in the domestic 
economy and demand for experienced pilots, the retention of experienced Pilot Officers in the 
Air Corps has been a significant challenge for the Defence Organisation in recent years, and 
there has been an outflow of experienced Air Corps Pilot Officers, both rotary and fixed wing.  
A Working Group comprised of Civil and Military personnel was established to look at ways 
of addressing the issue of how to retain sufficiently experienced Pilot Officers within the Air 
Corps.  The Working Group’s report contained a number of recommendations ranging from 
increasing recruitment levels to examining the current terms and conditions of pilots. Work 
on the implementation of the Working Group’s recommendations is currently ongoing by both 
Civil and Military staff of the Defence Organisation.  While there are a number of initiatives 
underway, realistically it will take time for a return to previous levels of capability in the Air 
Corps as pilots within the system progress to become aircraft commanders and newly qualified 
cadets become co-pilots.

With regard to efforts being made to improve the capacity of the Air Corps, there are four 
Air Corps Apprentice Aircraft Technician classes totalling 41 personnel in technical training. 5 
Apprentice Technicians are due to qualify this summer.  In addition, on March 13, 2017, new 
Apprentice Technicians began their training, and upon successful completion, they will qualify 
as Aircraft Technicians on the Air Corps Fixed and Rotary winged fleet. It is anticipated that 
these 10 Aircraft Technicians will qualify in Q2 2020.

It is planned that up to 25 Apprentice Aircraft Technicians will be inducted in Q3/4 2017.  
There are 6 Air Traffic Services personnel currently in training and a further 8 students com-
menced their training on Monday 27 March, 2017.

The Air Corps Pilot Officer Cadetship competition launched on 22 March, 2017 with a 
planned intake of up to 12 Cadets in Q3 2017.  There are currently 3 Cadet Classes, comprising 
27 personnel at various stages of their Pilot Officer ‘Wings Course’. The 7 Cadets of the senior 
Cadet Class are due to be commissioned as Pilot Officers in Q4 2017.    

13/04/2017WRV00800Defence Forces Reserve Strength

13/04/2017WRV00900394. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of recruits enlisted to serve in the Reserve Defence Forces since 2010 in tabular form. 
[18860/17]

13/04/2017WRV01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The table below 
sets out the number of recruits to the Reserve Defence Force since 2010:  

 Year  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017
 Num-
ber EN-
LISTED

441 274 362 1 157 344 78 32 

As I have stated previously, my Government colleagues and I remain committed to the on-
going development of the Reserve, within the framework set out in the White Paper on Defence. 

Recruitment to both the PDF and RDF remains a priority in 2017.  Membership of the RDF 
is voluntary and unpaid and the quest for recruits must compete with the other organisations 
within the voluntary sector.  These conditions along with the unique demands of military service 
make the issue of attracting recruits a challenging one.  In the context of both finite resources 
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and personnel, it is necessary to strike an appropriate balance in terms of PDF and RDF recruit-
ment, so as to deliver the desired effects of maintaining the capacity of the Defence Forces to 
undertake all roles assigned to it by Government and to advance the single force structure.  It 
is anticipated the next RDF recruitment campaign will commence in the second half of 2017. 
Until then the RDF will continue to induct from the 2015/2016 panel. The Defence Forces are 
reviewing the 2015/2016. 

13/04/2017WRV01100Air Corps Operations

13/04/2017WRV01200395. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the prog-
ress that has been made to return a full level of air traffic control services to the Air Corps; 
and the options that are being considered to ensure the longer term sustainability of air traffic 
control. [18861/17]

13/04/2017WRV01300399. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when the 
training of additional air traffic controllers will be completed to the point that the Air Corps can 
provide 24 hour duties; and if before a qualified controller can work in a tower on their own, 
they must have obtained the rank of sergeant or higher. [18865/17]

13/04/2017WRV01400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 395 and 399 together.

Actions are under way to return a full level of air traffic control services to the Air Corps. 
Air Traffic Control training is taking place and options to ensure the longer-term sustainability 
of Air Traffic Control services in Baldonnel are being identified and a mentor is also now in 
place to aid the newly appointed ATC Squadron Commander in Baldonnel.  These measures 
will facilitate a gradual extension of operational hours for air traffic control services in Baldon-
nel over the year, beginning this May, as newly qualified personnel develop their experience.

The Air Corps continues to provide a broad range of services on a daily basis for a diverse 
range of tasks such as Army and Naval Service support, the Emergency Aero - medical Service, 
maritime patrols and fishery protection, the Ministerial Air Transport Service, inter-hospital 
transfers and Aid to the Civil Power duties including the Garda Air Support Unit and cash es-
corts.

The level of availability of Air Corps aircraft for such tasks has reduced. This reduction is 
not due to cuts in personnel but largely because the Air Corps has experienced retirements of 
highly experienced personnel.  These retirements are outstripping the recruitment and training 
of replacement personnel.  The loss of experienced personnel is driven by a range of factors, 
including the availability of attractive job opportunities in the private and commercial semi-
state sectors. 

I want to assure the Deputy that, while there has been this loss of experienced personnel, 
there is significant work underway in the Defence Organisation ( civil and military)   aimed at 
improving the capacity of the Air Corps.  This includes:

- Pilot Cadets in training,

- Cadet Recruitment Campaign underway,

- Four personnel will complete Air Traffic Control training between May and September 
this year,
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- The Air Corps is currently inducting a further Air Traffic Control Course,

- NCO Vacancies in the Air Corps will be filled from the recently launched NCO promotion 
competition.   

Decisions on when the Air Corps will be in a position to return to full capacity will be based 
on a continuous risk assessment.  The Air Corps’ ability to consolidate its personnel and experi-
ence profile is central to this risk assessment.

While there are a number of initiatives underway, realistically it will take time for a return to 
previous levels of capability in the Air Corps.  This approach will be governed by the overarch-
ing requirements of safety.

With regard to Air Traffic Control (ATC) training, is envisaged that sufficient personnel will 
be technically qualified to re-establish 24 hours services in Quarter 1 2018.  This is allowing 
for normal failure rates associated with Air Traffic Control training.  The re-establishment of 24 
hours operations at Casement Aerodrome is a priority for the military authorities.

Air Traffic Controllers are required to be of the rank of Sergeant at least, in order to fulfil the 
duties of Duty Air Traffic Control Officer (DATCO) i.e. solely responsible for the safe opera-
tion and control of the aerodrome outside normal duty hours.

13/04/2017WRV01500Defence Forces Equipment

13/04/2017WRV01600396. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status 
of the efforts to refurbish the Army’s fleet of armoured personnel carriers; and the projected 
date for completion of this contract. [18862/17]

13/04/2017WRV01700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the 
Defence Forces is maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to enable them to carry out 
their roles as assigned by Government as set out on the White Paper on Defence.  Equipment 
priorities for the Army are being considered in the context of the lifetime of the White Paper on 
Defence as part of the capability development and equipment planning process.

The White Paper provides that the Army will continue to retain all-arms conventional mili-
tary capabilities.  The principal aim over the period of the White Paper will be to replace and 
upgrade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide range 
of operational requirements both at home and overseas.

There is focus on the essential force protection provided by armoured vehicles, and in this 
regard a maintenance and upgrade programme has commenced for the current fleet of 80 Ar-
moured Personnel Carriers (APCs) which will seek to ensure viability of the fleet out to 2030.   
A contract was agreed in December 2016 with General Dynamics European Land Systems – 
Mowag, the original manufacturer of the fleet who is based in Switzerland, for a maintenance 
and upgrade programme. The value of the contract is €55m exclusive of VAT. 

The Mowag APC is a key operational vehicle for overseas service, and the programme of 
work will be carried out on a phased basis over the next 5-6 years to ensure the availability of 
vehicles in that period. 

13/04/2017WRV01800Defence Forces Deployment
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13/04/2017WRV01900397. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details 
of the work that has been done by his Department to address issues relating to personnel travel-
ling between barracks. [18863/17]

13/04/2017WRV02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have been ad-
vised by the military authorities that, for the most part, personnel are only deployed within 
their own Brigade area.  However, on occasion, personnel have been redeployed for security 
operations to other locations, including Dublin which is a key centre for large-scale operations 
and ceremonial activity for the Defence Forces.  It is important that military personnel have 
experience of the full range of duties of being part of a military force in a situation where they 
may be called upon to reinforce operations in different parts of the country. This requires their 
deployment to locations where they can gain that experience.  The Defence Forces primarily 
uses official military transport for travel between barracks for official purposes. However, if 
such transport is not available, and if the travel is certified as being essential, then a suitable 
travel allowance can be paid to compensate the individual concerned.  Travel warrants for use 
on public transport are also available for such travel.

Arrangements are also in place for personnel who are deployed away from their home sta-
tion for a period of time (training courses, temporary duty etc. and so on), so as to assist them 
in travelling between such locations either by the provision of official transport, the appropriate 
travel allowance or a travel warrant for use on public transport.

Furthermore, a change of station allowance is payable for a specified period to compensate 
personnel who are based away from their home address when they have not sought such trans-
fer.

Members of the Defence Forces may also request a transfer between military locations, 
subject to the exigencies of the service.

The military authorities seek to minimise the domestic disturbance of personnel, whilst also 
ensuring the operational capability of the organisation is not diminished.      

13/04/2017WRV02100Lansdowne Road Agreement

13/04/2017WRV02200398. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the ben-
efits that will be afforded to PDFORRA’s members as a consequence of their decision to sign up 
to the Lansdowne Road Agreement by grade and rank in tabular form. [18864/17]

13/04/2017WRV02300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I believe that 
measures contained in the Lansdowne Road Agreement (LRA) and the provisions introduced 
in Budget 2016 and 2017 will be of benefit generally to members of the Permanent Defence 
Force (PDF).  The provisions set out in the LRA are an extension of the provision of the Had-
dington Road Agreement and all existing dispute resolution procedures continue to apply.  The 
LRA provided for increased salaries during 2016 and 2017 in a manner which benefited the 
lower paid.  These benefits come in the form of increases in gross pay in 2016 for those earning 
up to €31,000 and in 2017 for all those earning up to €65,000.  In addition the Government has 
introduced legislation which has commenced the process to reduce the pay reduction applied 
under the FEMPI Acts.

In relation to the Pensions Related Deduction (PRD), which is commonly referred to as the 
‘Pension Levy’, the exemption threshold for payment of the ‘Levy’ will increase substantially 
during the course of the agreement from €15,000 to €28,750 which means that annual income 
subject to the levy below €28,750 will no longer be liable to the deduction.  You will be aware 
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that under the Lansdowne Road Agreement paragraph 5.3, the parties have agreed that any out-
standing adjudication findings as referred to in paragraph 1.16 of the Public Service Agreement 
2010-2014 will be reviewed jointly by the Parties prior to the expiry of the Agreement.

The benefits, as set out in Section 5 of the Lansdowne Road Agreement, that have been af-
forded to the ranks of the Permanent Defence Force represented by PDFORRA are set out in 
the following table:   

Salary Range Payable from 1 January 
2016 

Payable from 1 April 2017 

Up to €24,000 Increase of 2.5% of basic 
pay 

€1,000.00 

From €24,001 to €31,000 Increase of 1% of basic pay €1,000.00 
From €31,001 to €65,000 Nil €1,000.00 

  Question No. 399 answered with Question No. 395.

13/04/2017WRV02500Air Corps

13/04/2017WRV02600400. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the loss 
of experienced ground crew technicians resulted in helicopters having to be sent to Belgium for 
inspections; and the dates when this has happened in tabular form. [18866/17]

13/04/2017WRV02700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): First line mainte-
nance across the fleet is performed within the Air Corps.  Heavy maintenance on the two EC135 
helicopters is performed within the Air Corps.

Routine heavy maintenance on the Air Corps’ six AW139 helicopters has been outsourced 
since May 2016 due to a loss in recent years of experienced Aircraft Maintenance Technicians.  
Since May 2016 two AW139 helicopters have undergone inspection/routine heavy maintenance 
in Belgium which commenced in May and August 2016 respectively.   

13/04/2017WRV02800Air Corps Training

13/04/2017WRV02900401. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of the 28 Air Corps cadets currently in training that will be assigned as tech and fire crews. 
[18867/17]

13/04/2017WRV03000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am advised that 
upon successful completion of the Irish Air Corps Cadet Syllabus, all of the Air Corps Cadets 
currently in training will qualify as Pilot Officers.  The individual postings of newly qualified 
Pilot Officers are based on Defence Forces operational needs, Unit strengths and requirements. 
Newly qualified Pilot Officers  are not trained as, nor will they fulfil the roles of, Aircraft Tech-
nicians or Fire Crews.  These roles are performed by other Defence Forces personnel. 

13/04/2017WRV03100Search and Rescue Service Provision

13/04/2017WRV03200402. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if 6.4 and 
annex 2 of the service level agreement between the ICG and his Department explicitly states 
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that SAR top cover is an Air Corps function; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18868/17]

13/04/2017WRV03300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A Service Level 
Agreement between the Department of Defence and the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, provides that the Coast Guard search and rescue services can request the support of the 
Air Corps on an ‘as available’ basis. The Irish Coast Guard, which operates under the aegis of 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, has overall responsibility for the provision of 
Search and Rescue services within the Irish search and rescue region.

As previously advised availability is dependent upon a number of factors including the 
availability of suitable aircraft and flying crews, ATC cover and weather conditions.   

13/04/2017WRV03400Air Corps Equipment

13/04/2017WRV03500403. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the 
State’s elementary daytime interdiction capability against slow to moderate speed targets now 
no longer exists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18869/17]

13/04/2017WRV03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As stated in the 
White Paper on Defence (2015) the Air Corps’ existing Pilatus PC9 aircraft provide a very 
limited air to air and air to ground capacity.  A decision was made in 2016 to replace a PC-9M 
aircraft which was written off following a fatal crash in 2009.  The replacement PC-9M aircraft, 
scheduled for delivery this year from Pilatus Aircraft in Switzerland at a cost of €5m plus VAT, 
will bring the fleet up to 8 and will assist in a required increase in pilot training in the Air Corps.

 Future equipment priorities for the Air Corps are being considered in the context of the 
lifetime of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment 
planning process. 

13/04/2017WRV03700Defence Forces Strength

13/04/2017WRV03800404. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the 
number of specialist explosive ordnance personnel has fallen from 24 in 2014 to 16 in 2017; 
if the number available for bomb disposal operations is 11 due to the fact the five remaining 
personnel are on training courses or serving overseas; and if the EOD section of the Defence 
Forces lost its capacity to deliver world class benchmark of expertise due to the fact his Depart-
ment has no retention policy to keep qualified personnel. [18870/17]

13/04/2017WRV03900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Minister of State 
at the Department of Defence (Paul Kehoe T.D.):  For security and operational reasons it would 
be inappropriate for me to comment on the disposition and specific Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal (EOD) capabilities of the Defence Forces. 

However, the military authorities have confirmed that, having regard to ongoing bench-
marking with international organisations and Agencies in the field of EOD, no drop off in the 
Defence Forces performance or expertise has been noted. 

13/04/2017WRV04000Public Service Pay Commission Reports
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13/04/2017WRV04100405. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status 
of discussions between the Workplace Relations Commission and PDFORRA on the Public 
Service Pay Commission. [18871/17]

13/04/2017WRV04200406. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when the 
Public Service Pay Commission will be published; and when a decision will be made to reverse 
the cuts to PDFORRA members of the Defence Forces. [18872/17]

13/04/2017WRV04300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 405 and 406 together.

The Public Service Pay Commission, announced by my colleague the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, has been tasked with providing analysis and advice on remuneration 
for the public service, including the Defence Forces, in the context of the FEMPI Acts 2009 
- 2015. I understand that PDFORRA, have submitted their observations to the Public Service 
Pay Commission. The Commission is expected to report in the coming weeks. Once this report 
is available, the Government intends to initiate negotiations on a successor to the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement. 

13/04/2017WRV04400Defence Forces Equipment

13/04/2017WRV04500407. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the prog-
ress which has been made in replacing major equipment platforms for the Defence Forces, as 
identified in the 2015 White Paper on Defence. [18874/17]

13/04/2017WRV04600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the 
Army, Air Corps and Naval Service, is maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to enable 
the Defence Forces to carry out their roles as assigned by Government as set out on the White 
Paper on Defence.  Equipment priorities for the Army, Naval Service and Air Corps are being 
considered in the context of the lifetime of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability 
development and equipment planning process.

In this context the White Paper provides that the Army will continue to retain all-arms con-
ventional military capabilities.  The principal aim over the period of the White Paper will be to 
replace and upgrade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for 
a wide range of operational requirements both at home and overseas.   

There is focus on the essential force protection provided by armoured vehicles, and in this 
regard a maintenance and upgrade programme has commenced for the current fleet of 80 Ar-
moured Personnel Carriers (APCs) which will seek to ensure viability of the fleet out to 2030. 
A small number of armoured logistical and utility vehicles are also being procured for force 
protection. 

The White Paper underpins the ongoing replacement of the Naval Service fleet. A signifi-
cant investment over recent years has been on the procurement of new Off-Shore Patrol Vessels 
for the Naval Service.  The third ship in the programme, LÉ William Butler Yeats, was commis-
sioned in to service in October 2016.  A contract for an additional sister ship was placed with 
Babcock International in June 2016 at a cost of €54.3m, bringing investment in the new ships 
programme to over €250 million since 2010.  The fourth ship is scheduled for delivery in mid 
2018. 

Future Naval Service capabilities are being planned as part of the White Paper project plan-
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ning process which will determine the Defence Organisation’s maritime capability require-
ments. 

The White Paper provides that the Air Corps will see the Cessna fleet replaced with three 
larger aircraft suitably equipped for Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Recon-
naissance tasks.  The aircraft specification is currently being prepared, and it is expected that the 
tender competition will be initiated and advertised on the e-tenders website in the near future.  
The White Paper also provides for the replacement of two CASA 235s Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
by 2019, with consideration of their replacement with larger more capable aircraft. This would 
enhance maritime surveillance and provide a greater degree of utility for transport and cargo 
carrying tasks. 

Also, a decision was made in 2016 to replace a PC-9M aircraft which was written off fol-
lowing a fatal crash in 2009.  The replacement PC-9M aircraft, scheduled for delivery this year 
from Pilatus Aircraft in Switzerland at a cost of €5m plus VAT, will bring the fleet up to 8 and 
will assist in a required increase in pilot training in the Air Corps.

I am satisfied that the current provisions, together with the courses of action in the White 
Paper, will continue to ensure that the Defence Forces is suitably equipped, in line with interna-
tional best practice, to fulfil all roles assigned by Government.   

13/04/2017WRV04700White Paper on Defence

13/04/2017WRV04800408. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status 
of progress made towards an institute for peace support and leadership training to focus on in-
ternational education in the field of peacekeeping and conflict resolution. [18875/17]

13/04/2017WRV04900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Paper 
on Defence included a commitment to evaluating the potential development of a new Institute 
for Peace Support and Leadership Training at the Defence Forces Training Centre in The Cur-
ragh.  Also, the Programme for a Partnership Government included a commitment to develop-
ing this Institute. It is foreseen that the new Institute will have international standing and con-
tribute to the overall development of knowledge and experience in the areas of peace support, 
leadership and conflict resolution. 

Scoping work was carried out on the proposal throughout 2016 and still continues. A con-
cept paper has been developed and some initial consultation with national and international 
third level and research institutes and potential philanthropic contributors has also taken place. 
Ongoing additional consultation is required to further explore the feasibility of the concept and 
this is expected to continue in 2017. 

13/04/2017WRV05000Employment Support Services

13/04/2017WRV05100409. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the prog-
ress which has been made in developing a new employment support scheme which has the 
direct involvement of the Defence Forces and is aimed at persons in the 18 to 24 age group that 
might otherwise struggle to break out of cycles of disadvantage. [18876/17]

13/04/2017WRV05200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Programme 
for a Partnership Government and the White Paper on Defence committed the Government to 
putting in place a new employment support scheme with the direct involvement of the Defence 
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Forces.  

The objective of this scheme is to help develop a path to economic independence for partici-
pants, aged between 18 and 24 years, who are at a serious disadvantage owing to their current 
socio-economic situation.  The scheme is designed with the specific aim of equipping partici-
pants with life and other marketable and certifiable skills which will assist them both in their 
capacity to participate fully in society as well as in their ability to enter the workforce and or to 
pursue further education for this purpose. 

The scheme is a training programme of ten (10) weeks duration, consisting of five (5) weeks 
of training delivered by the Defence Forces interspersed with five (5) weeks of educational ori-
entated training by the Education and Training Board.

The scheme and the programme content have been developed through detailed discussions 
involving the Department of Defence, the Defence Forces, the Department of Social Protection 
and the Dublin and Dun-Laoghaire Education and Training Board.  The Department of Social 
Protection identifies suitable participants.  Participants retain any Department of Social Protec-
tion benefits that they are currently entitled to for the duration of the Scheme.  Participation on 
the scheme is wholly voluntary for the relevant cohort of jobseekers and there is no penalty 
applied for non-participation or engagement in the programme.  Participants do not receive any 
payment from the Department of Defence.  A successful pilot programme was held in Gorman-
ston Camp from 20 June 2016 to 26  August 2016 with 25 participants.  Following an evaluation 
of the pilot programme and Ministerial approval, the current plan is to run 2 iterations of the 
programme in 2017.

The first iteration of the programme will commence in Limerick on 22 May 2017.  The 
Department of Social Protection invited 1,006 persons selected from the Live Register in Coun-
ties Clare and Limerick aged between 18 and 24 years to attend information sessions about the 
scheme. 2 60 persons attended the information sessions held on 16 and 17 January 2017 which 
were conducted jointly by personnel from the Defence Forces and Department of Social Protec-
tion.  There are 30 places on the programme and the selection process is ongoing. 

13/04/2017WRV05300Defence Forces Deployment

13/04/2017WRV05400410. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Defence Forces personnel based in camps in County Donegal and Dundalk that have 
been assigned to duties in Dublin on a monthly basis from the years 2012 to 2016 and to date in 
2017 in tabular form. [18877/17]

13/04/2017WRV05500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am advised by 
the military authorities that in order for 2 Brigade to execute its full range of operational, train-
ing and administrative tasks, Units based outside Dublin are required to perform operational 
duties in Dublin on certain occasions each month.  The execution of such duties provides for a 
shared and equitable distribution of these daily operational commitments, whilst also enhanc-
ing situational awareness of the capital for all units. These duties normally require the conduct 
of a wide range of familiarisation patrols throughout the greater Dublin area to 2 Brigade vital 
installations, and other Dublin based specific operational taskings.

The following tables out the number of Defence Forces personnel from the 27 Battalion 
(Dundalk), and the 28 Battalion (Donegal) that have been assigned to duties in Dublin on a 
monthly basis from 2012 to 2016 and to date in 2017: 
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2012

- Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
27 
BN

55 22 66 55 66 55 66 66 77 66 66 77

28 
BN

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 55

2013 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

27 
BN

72 72 48 84 96 84 84 72 72 84 72 72 

28 
BN

48 60 136 102 85 85 102 102 102 68 102 102 

2014 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

27 
BN

72 72 72 80 102 85 68 102 102 85 102 91 

28 
BN

102 102 102 102 102 136 102 102 102 102 51 162 

2015

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

27 
BN

120 100 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 

28 
BN

120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 

2016

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

27 
BN

168 105 126 105 126 126 126 147 147 126 126 126 

28 
BN

122 122 104 122 122 122 122 122 122 122 122 122 

2017

Jan Feb Mar Apr

27 BN 147 126 147 63 

28 BN 122 122 162 0 

13/04/2017WRV05600Ministerial Travel

13/04/2017WRV05700411. Deputy John Brady asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he travelled 
abroad as part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations; the locations he travelled to; the duration of 
the trip; the cost of the trip, including travel and accommodation in addition to other expenses 
incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18892/17]

13/04/2017WRV05800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As part of the St 
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Patrick’s Day celebrations I visited Irish troops serving with the United Nations Interim Force 
in Lebanon (UNIFIL), the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) and the 
United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation (UNTSO) during the period 13 March to 20 
March. Over 90% of Irish Defence Forces personnel serving overseas are based in this region.  
In addition I attended events in the region as part of Ireland’s overall economic, political and 
security engagement in the region.

During the visit, I met with the Force Commander and Head of Mission in UNIFIL, Major 
General, Michael Beary of the Irish Defence Forces and the Head of Mission and Force Com-
mander in UNDOF, Major General Jai Shanker Menon, who both briefed me on the situation 
and the challenges in their respective mission areas.  During the trip I presented UN Service 
Medals to Irish Personnel in the UNIFIL and UNDOF missions.  I also laid a wreath at a Memo-
rial to Irish troops who lost their lives while on service with UN Missions in Lebanon.

The trip also included a visit to Jerusalem where I met with Defence Forces personnel serv-
ing with the United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation (UNTSO).  I also met with the 
Head of Mission and Chief of Staff, UNTSO, Major General David Gawn.  The Major General 
briefed me on the current challenges impacting on the UNTSO mission and also the security 
and political situation pertaining in the wider region.

At the medal ceremonies and the St Patrick’s Day ceremonies in UNIFIL, UNDOF and UN-
TSO, I met with members of the local community and community and municipal leaders.  I also 
met with NGOs, civil society, political leaders, members of the diplomatic community and the 
private sector when he opened the new Irish Embassy in Tel Aviv and attended the St Patrick’s 
Day events in Tel Aviv and Ramallah.  In Tel Aviv, I met with Minister Ayoob Kara from the 
Prime Minister’s Office together with senior officials. In Ramallah I met with the Palestinian 
Authority Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah.

I was accompanied by four officials from my Department. The final costs cannot be con-
firmed until the final invoices are received in respect of this visit.  The costs incurred to date for 
the delegation are set out in the following table:  

Nature of Expense   Amount 
Flights & Luggage Charges €15,900.00 
Accommodation London €606.00 
Accommodation Beirut €377.13 
Newbridge Silver Gifts for distribution €295.00 
Working Dinner Tel Aviv €285.41 
Heathrow Taxi/Minibus transfer from hotel 
to Terminal 2 Heathrow Airport 

€33.53 

13/04/2017WRV05900Commemorative Medals

13/04/2017WRV06000412. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Defence 
Forces are being ordered to wear the new 1916 commemorative medal (details supplied); if this 
is an unintended mistake; if he will correct this anomaly by ensuring the service medals of 1916 
and the War of Independence are inexorably listed to the fore of any official precedent here in-
volving State primary service medals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18974/17]

13/04/2017WRV06100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It was not pos-
sible to reply to the Deputy in the time available.  My Department is making ongoing enquiries 
into the matter and I will reply directly to the Deputy once a reply comes to hand. 



13 April 2017

331

13/04/2017WRV06200Defence Forces Remuneration

13/04/2017WRV06300413. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to imple-
ment reimbursement for Defence Forces personnel for the mounting of medals (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18975/17]

13/04/2017WRV06400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As the Deputy is 
aware the scheme of Conciliation and Arbitration for members of the Permanent Defence Force 
(PDF) provides a formal mechanism for the PDF Representative Associations, RACO and PD-
FORRA, to engage with the Official side.  The purpose of the scheme is to provide a means for 
the determination of claims and proposals from the Associations relating to remuneration and 
conditions of service.  The issue of reimbursement for Defence Forces personnel in respect of 
the mounting of medals is the subject of a claim that was submitted by PDFORRA to the Con-
ciliation Council on 31 August 2016 and is currently on the Council Agenda.  It would not be 
appropriate for me to comment further in the circumstances.

13/04/2017WRV06500Air Corps Operations

13/04/2017WRV06600414. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Air 
Corps pilot officer who recently admitted taking cocaine had access to flight plans by either Air 
Corps or Garda aerial surveillance platforms used for illegal drug interdiction; and if they were 
tasked at any stage with duties associated with such flights. [18984/17]

13/04/2017WRV06700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Following a re-
cent Compulsory Random Drug Testing in Casement Aerodrome Baldonnel, one member of the 
Defence Forces tested as “unclear” for a controlled substance.

It is the case that under Defence Force Administrative Procedures, unclear initial test sample 
results cannot be considered positive until the sample provided has been tested by a designated 
civilian laboratory and the presence of a controlled drug is revealed.

Therefore, the administrative process for the recent “unclear” test remains ongoing and it 
would not be appropriate to comment further in respect of an individual case.

13/04/2017WRV06800Air Corps Operations

13/04/2017WRV06900415. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if inves-
tigations have been launched to determine whether the Air Corps pilot officer that recently 
admitted taking cocaine was connected to other drug taking or other activities associated with 
the illegal drugs trade or with criminal organisations. [18985/17]

13/04/2017WRV07000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Following a re-
cent Compulsory Random Drug Testing in Casement Aerodrome Baldonnel, one member of the 
Defence Forces tested as “unclear” for a controlled substance.

It is the case that under Defence Force Administrative Procedures, unclear initial test sample 
results cannot be considered positive until the sample provided has been tested by a designated 
civilian laboratory and the presence of a controlled drug is revealed.

Therefore, the administrative process for the recent “unclear” test remains ongoing and it 
would not be appropriate to comment further in respect of an individual case.


