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       Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 9 to 34, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 35 to 45, inclusive, answered orally.

04/04/2017WRB00200Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRB0030046. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans for operations along 
the Border by the Revenue Commissioners, including the Customs division, as a result of Brex-
it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16431/17]

04/04/2017WRB00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s headline priorities in 
response to Brexit are well known   minimising the impact on trade and the economy; protect-
ing the Northern Ireland Peace Process; maintaining the Common Travel Area; and influencing 
the future of the European Union. It is quite clear that there are major challenges ahead, for the 
EU, the UK and for Ireland.

The position in relation to the border with Northern Ireland in the context of Brexit is very 
clear and has been articulated by the Taoiseach on several occasions and again by Government 
on the triggering of Article 50.  Continued freedom of movement, absence of a hard border, and 
minimal impact on business and trade are key objectives.  The Government is clear that any 
manifestation of a hard border would have very negative consequences.  A key priority is to 
ensure the continued free flow of trade on the island and the need to avoid a hard border. Clearly 
in this regard the closer the trading relationship between the UK and EU is more generally the 
better.

My Department has been preparing for the impact of Brexit since well before the referen-
dum on 23 June 2016, with this work now intensified. The primary areas for the Department 
of Finance relate to the economic and financial sector implications stemming from Brexit. This 
work is being undertaken within the whole-of-Government framework established by the De-
partment of the Taoiseach.  A consolidated paper providing more detail about Ireland’s priori-
ties and approach to the negotiations ahead is due to be published in advance of the European 
Council meeting on 29 April.

The precise arrangements that will apply after Brexit will depend on the outcome of nego-
tiations between the EU and UK that will now take place following formal notification under 
Article 50 on Wednesday last, 29 March.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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04/04/2017WRB00500Bank Branch Closures

04/04/2017WRB0060047. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance the contingency plans in place 
to counteract the negative effects on rural communities brought on by the latest closures of 
banks (details supplied) in County Donegal and across the country; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16246/17]

04/04/2017WRB0070048. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the industrial rela-
tions situation in a bank (details supplied), with particular reference to the negotiations with 
porters and the plan to close branches; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16448/17]

04/04/2017WRB0080058. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on discussions 
he has had with a bank (details supplied) recently. [16417/17]

04/04/2017WRB0090084. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the concerns 
of those affected by the closures of branches of a bank (details supplied) in Arva, Cootehill and 
Carrickmacross; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16453/17]

04/04/2017WRB01000229. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance his views on the proposed 
closures of bank branches announced by a bank (details supplied); his plans to put in place 
alternative provision of financial services to rural areas which have been deprived of their bank 
branches and post offices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16762/17]

04/04/2017WRB01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 47, 48, 
58, 84 and 229 together.

I should say at the outset that I note with regret that Ulster Bank is closing a significant num-
ber of branches with considerable negative impacts on both staff and customers alike.  

 Officials from the bank in question briefed officials in my Department during the week of 
the announcement. The information was provided under embargo in order to allow manage-
ment in the bank inform staff and staff representatives of the proposals in advance of a public 
announcement. I should stress that the bank officials were providing information about deci-
sions already taken and this was not a consultation in advance of decisions being taken. 

I fully appreciate that the decision taken by the bank will be keenly felt in the locations 
concerned, both by staff and customers. It is my understanding that the bank has been consult-
ing with staff representatives and hopes that the necessary staff reductions can be achieved on 
a voluntary basis by agreement. I would urge both sides to work together to achieve agreement 
and to utilise the resources of the State industrial relations apparatus to do this if necessary. 

I should stress that the Irish Government has no formal role in the commercial decisions 
of Ulster Bank, these are a matter for the Board and Management of the Bank and its parent 
company, RBS.

The closures are a response to changing ways of banking due to less use of cash, increased 
use of technology and corresponding reduced visits to branches. That said, I expect that Ulster 
Bank will do everything that it can to mitigate the impacts of these branch closures on local 
communities, including technology and the use of alternative means of service delivery. I also 
expect that the bank will ensure that customers are kept informed about developments and 
provided with the appropriate assistance to move branches, switch to other banks and avail 
of alternative means of accessing financial services. The Central Bank will also have a role in 
ensuring that consumer protection rules are followed. The continued presence of a viable and 
active Ulster Bank in the Irish market will be important in fostering competition for banking 
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services. It is vital that businesses and consumers have a range of banking options available 
when using financial services and accessing credit and that they continually assess their options 
to ensure that they are getting the best value and service possible.

04/04/2017WRB01200Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

04/04/2017WRB0130049. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the policy objectives that 
are achieved by rendering the carer’s allowance, which is already subject to a means test by 
the Department of Social Protection, subject to taxation; if other social assistance payments are 
treated similarly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16406/17]

04/04/2017WRB01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Carer’s Allowance is a means-tested 
payment for carers who look after individuals in need of care and attention on a full-time basis.  
The Carer’s Allowance, in common with many other social welfare payments, is regarded as a 
taxable source of income.  The level of tax payable, if any, on such income is then determined 
by the personal circumstances of the recipient, taking into account factors such as the individu-
al’s other sources of income and the available tax credits and standard-rate bands. 

The means test for the Carer’s Allowance involves assessing an individual’s means based on 
income and assets other than their home. I am informed by the Department of Social Protection 
that the means test for carers allowance has been significantly eased over the years and is now 
one of the most generous means tests in the social welfare system, most notably with regard 
to the earnings of the carer’s spouse.  The income disregard is €332.50 per week for a single 
person and €665 per week for a couple. This means that a couple with two children can earn in 
the region of €35,400 and still qualify for the maximum rate of carer’s allowance as well as the 
associated free travel and household benefits package. 

As Deputies will be aware the Irish income tax system is highly progressive with those on 
lower incomes paying proportionately less tax than those on higher incomes.  Therefore the 
reality is that an individual who is in receipt of a means-tested payment will in many cases not 
have an income tax liability as the available tax credits will reduce any tax liability to nil. A 
person in receipt of taxable social welfare income may claim the PAYE tax credit of €1,650 per 
annum, in addition to his or her personal tax credit of €1,650 per annum.  These standard tax 
credits can shelter income of €16,500 from tax at the standard rate each year.

A jointly assessed individual who works primarily in the home to care for an incapacitated 
person may also qualify for the Home Carer tax credit of €1,100 per annum.  When added to the 
personal and PAYE tax credits, this would shelter income of €22,000 from tax at the standard 
rate each year.

It should also be noted that social welfare payments are exempt from USC so, in addition 
to no USC liability arising on this income, it is also not counted as income for the purposes of 
determining whether the USC entry threshold has been reached.

04/04/2017WRB01500Central Bank of Ireland Supervision

04/04/2017WRB0160050. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the 
Central Bank’s response to the placing of 2,141 SME customers into a global restructuring 
group by a bank (details supplied); his views on whether a formal review is required by the 
Central Bank to assess whether any SME customers here were inappropriately treated; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16412/17]
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04/04/2017WRB01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that, 
while it cannot generally comment on interactions with regulated firms, Ulster Bank Ireland 
D.A.C. is engaging with the Bank in relation to this matter.  

As the Deputy is aware, in November 2016, RBS announced a new complaints review pro-
cess overseen by an independent third party and the automatic refund of complex fees to SME 
customers in Global Restructuring Group (GRG) in the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Ireland between 2008 and 2013.  I am informed that: 

- Ulster Bank is working on how it can provide the same supports to its customers in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

- Ulster Bank commenced sending letters in February to SME customers who were in GRG 
between 2008 and 2013 to let them know about the new GRG complaints review process and if 
they are included in the automatic complex fee refund. 

- Ulster Bank has indicated that this is almost complete.

- The GRG Customer Helpdesk can be contacted by emailing GRGCustomerHelpdesk@
rbs.co.uk or calling 1800 882 779 (ROI)/+44 184 222 6142 (International) and more informa-
tion is available at http://digital.ulsterbank.ie/business/grg-announcement.html. 

I am confident that legislative changes since the financial crisis have equipped the Central 
Bank with an array of investigative, regulatory and enforcement powers to ensure that regulated 
financial service providers adhere to the requirements of financial services legislation.  These 
changes include significantly enhanced powers for the Central Bank to gather information un-
der the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 which broadened the Banks’ 
information gathering and authorised officer powers. 

It is evident that the Central Bank is properly undertaking its enforcement role by the recent 
sizeable settlements in enforcement cases. 

In addition to this enforcement role, the Deputy may be aware that the Central Bank is pro-
actively regulating the financial system and has issued regulations aimed at protecting SMEs 
when dealing with regulated and unregulated firms as set out below.  These SME Regulations 
introduce specific requirements, including: 

- Contacting SME borrowers who have been in arrears for 15 working days; 

- Warning SME borrowers if they are in danger of being classified as not co-operating; and 

- Expanding the grounds for appeal and setting up an internal appeals panel. 

Under these SME Regulations, regulated financial services firms must have a complaints 
handling procedure in place.  Any complaints against financial institutions should first be dis-
cussed with the institution concerned.

04/04/2017WRB01800Banks Recapitalisation

04/04/2017WRB0190051. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if there were concerns 
raised within his Department regarding the due diligence information made available to a per-
son (details supplied) when considering a significant share purchase in a bank (details supplied) 
in 2010; if that concern arose due to the fact the same information was not put into the public 
domain, therefore possibly facilitating shareholder oppression; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [16429/17]

04/04/2017WRB02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The bank in question was required by 
the Central Bank of Ireland, its regulator, to raise new capital as part of its 2011 Prudential 
Capital Assessment Review (PCAR). As the State was a shareholder at the time, it faced the 
prospect of injecting further capital into the bank to protect its investment and support the 
bank at a time when economic and financial conditions were extremely challenging.  However 
following an approach by a consortium of international investors, the State took the decision 
to exercise its rights to acquire the new shares being offered by the bank by way of primary 
issuance, but then subsequently sold on the majority of these shares at no loss or profit.  This 
reduced the taxpayer’s net investment and had the associated benefit of signalling to the market 
that high quality international, professional investors were prepared to invest in Irish banks at 
a critical time for our country.

In order to facilitate this sale of shares by the State, the Bank concerned made presentations 
to, and facilitated detailed due diligence by, each of these investors in relation to the Bank’s 
business and investment strategy and progress made in restructuring and repositioning itself, 
including the Bank’s pivotal role in helping revitalise the Irish economy.   These were decisions 
made by the Board and management of the bank and any associated disclosure obligations were 
also a matter for the bank.  I note that the sale of shares by the State did not, in itself, result in 
dilution for other shareholders.  If the Deputy has any concerns that other shareholders were 
oppressed as part of this transaction then she should consider raising such concerns with the 
relevant regulatory authorities.

04/04/2017WRB02100Tax Code

04/04/2017WRB0220052. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will maintain the hospitality 
industry’s 9% VAT rate further to comments by the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
at the Tourism Awards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14235/17]

04/04/2017WRB02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As part of the Government’s Job Initia-
tive in 2011, I introduced a temporary second reduced VAT rate of 9% in respect of tourism 
related services, including hotel and holiday accommodation; various entertainment services; 
the use of sporting facilities; hairdressing services; and various printed matter. This measure 
was aimed at boosting tourism and the creation of additional jobs in that sector.  The 9% rate 
was introduced from 1 July 2011 and was due to expire on 31 December 2013. 

In Budget 2014, I decided to retain the 9% rate to support the increased number of jobs al-
ready in place and accelerate the creation of new jobs. The rate was further retained in Budget 
2015 in light of the job growth in the tourism sector.  However, it was incumbent on the industry 
to ensure that this VAT relief continued to be passed through fully to the consumer, and that if 
prices rose any further the case for retaining the 9% rate would diminish.

In Budget 2017, in light of Brexit, I considered it would be prudent to retain the 9% reduced 
VAT rate into 2017. I stated that it would act as a buffer for the sector against the weakness in 
sterling which increases the cost of holidaying in Ireland for British tourists.

In addition, the Deputy will be aware that the Programme for a Partnership Government, 
published in May 2016, made a commitment to work towards achieving the tourism policy 
goals set for 2025 through specific measures including the retention of the 9% VAT rate on tour-
ism related services, but this itself is dependent on prices remaining competitive in the sector.
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04/04/2017WRB02400State Banking Sector

04/04/2017WRB0250053. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to sell a bank (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16468/17]

04/04/2017WRB0260077. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans for a bank (de-
tails supplied); the way in which this State asset should be best utilised for Ireland’s long-term 
economic development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16419/17]

04/04/2017WRB02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 53 and 
77 together.

It is the Government’s intention that the State will exit its banking investments in a mea-
sured and careful manner returning their ownership to the private sector over time.  I have been 
clear in stating that my primary objective in the disposal of these assets will be recovering the 
maximum amount of money for the Irish taxpayer. In the case of AIB I have indicated that an 
IPO (Initial Public Offering) is the optimal route to recouping value from our investment. This 
will serve to reduce our national debt, de-risk our exposure over time yet at the same time en-
able us to benefit from a hoped for improvement in the banks fortunes in the medium term. 

The earliest possible IPO window for the bank is the second quarter of 2017 with a second 
window in the autumn.  Indeed, officials in my Department along with our independent finan-
cial adviser, Rothschild, have done considerable preparatory work in this regard.  In December 
of last year, following a competitive procurement process, three firms were appointed to act as 
joint global co-ordinators to lead a selling syndicate in preparation for a possible IPO. On the 23 
March, I further announced the addition of five joint bookrunners and a co-lead manager to the 
syndicate. The firms have been appointed for an eighteen month period.  The appointment of the 
firms as advisers does not signal any intention or obligation for us to proceed with a transaction. 
Given the improved state of our national finances we are under no pressure to sell, and so any 
decision to do so will be subject to a number of factors, including favourable market conditions. 

AIB published its 2016 financial results on Thursday, 2 March 2017 and these confirmed the 
ongoing strong performance by the bank with sustainable profits, strong capital generation and 
very significant lending into the Irish economy. The proposal of a dividend payment of €250m 
to ordinary shareholders, almost all of which will accrue to the State, is particularly significant 
given that it has been nine years since the bank last paid a dividend to its shareholders. These re-
sults confirm the view that 2017 represents an appropriate time to consider an IPO for the bank.

Clearly, in order for us to proceed with the sale of any of our banking assets, we would need 
to be satisfied that the market is prepared to put a fair and reasonable value on the relevant busi-
ness, bearing in mind its current performance, its future prospects and the outlook for the Irish 
economy.  Officials in my Department continue to monitor market conditions and the perfor-
mance of banking equities with a view to planning appropriate exit strategies, consistent with 
what is set out in the Programme for a Partnership Government.

04/04/2017WRB02800NAMA Operations

04/04/2017WRB0290054. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General has raised concerns regarding the issues associated with IAS39; if the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General has raised IAS39 with his Department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16430/17]
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04/04/2017WRB03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Given that the Comptroller and Auditor 
General and his office have no dealings with the banks in which the State has investments or 
with IBRC, I am assuming that the Deputy is querying whether the Comptroller and Auditor 
General has raised concerns regarding the issues associated with IAS 39 with respect to NAMA 
and I am answering the question on that basis. 

IAS 39 is the current accounting standard for the recognition and measurement of financial 
assets and liabilities which applies to annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2005.  As 
accounting standards continue to evolve, IAS 39 will be largely replaced by IFRS 9   Financial 
Instruments for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2018. 

The Comptroller and Auditor General has not raised concerns to me regarding issues associ-
ated with IAS 39 with respect to NAMA and I am not aware that he has raised concerns on this 
matter to officials in my Department.

The accounts of NAMA and the banks in which the State has investments are audited in 
line with the prevailing accounting standards applicable at the time.  In the case of NAMA, its 
accounts are audited by the C&AG. In the case of the banks, their accounts are audited by their 
duly appointed statutory auditor. To my knowledge, no concerns have been raised in any of the 
audit opinions, contained in the annual reports of these institutions, with respect to the use of 
this international accounting standard by any of these institutions.

I note that the Deputy has made a number of contributions around this matter over the past 
number of weeks.  There seem to be many concepts at play in the Deputy’s questions and re-
marks in the Dail including accounting standards, central bank borrowings, secured lending, 
unsecured lending, loan sales, asset sales, sub participation arrangements, legal and beneficial 
ownership of assets and loans, among other concepts. 

In light of the Deputy’s contributions and her recognition that this is a technical matter, I 
would be happy to make my officials available to meet to better understand the concerns raised 
by the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRB03100Revenue Commissioners

04/04/2017WRB0320055. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that the 
Revenue Commissioners are providing a suitable service for those persons who are not overly 
Internet efficient; and his views on whether more consideration should be given to older per-
sons in particular in relation to the Revenue Commissioners online emphasis when dealing with 
front-line tax services. [16405/17]

04/04/2017WRB03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware that Revenue offers a wide 
range of contact channels to support taxpayers in both understanding and voluntarily complying 
with their tax and duty obligations. The contact channels include online, self-service, telephony, 
postal and a network of public offices which facilitate either walk-in services or an appoint-
ments service. I am advised by Revenue that it has an ongoing programme of improvement and 
modernisation of its service offering, tailoring the service to meet the needs of taxpayers and 
the increasing preference of taxpayers to do their business with Revenue online at their own 
convenience.  

I am advised that Revenue actively encourages taxpayers to use the online and self-service 
contact channels as the quickest, most flexible and most secure facilities to conduct their busi-
ness with Revenue. This approach is clearly meeting the needs of many taxpayers as reflected 
by the fact that, for example, there was a 16% increase in 2016 in the number of tax return forms 
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(Form 12) filed on-line by PAYE taxpayers and a 74% increase in 2016 in the number of on-line 
requests for P21 Balancing Statements. This increase in the preference for on-line services is a 
feature across the taxpayer base.

Revenue fully appreciates that some customers will be unable to avail of digital services 
for any one of a number of reasons. In such circumstances, I am assured by Revenue that they 
are committed to providing a quality customer service on alternative channels to help those 
customers understand or comply with their tax obligations and claim their entitlements.  In that 
regard, and by way of practical evidence of that, I am advised by Revenue that its increased 
resourcing to support those making contact by telephone led to a significantly improved service 
to PAYE taxpayers with call-answering rates for 2016 increasing to 97% despite an increase in 
the overall number of calls received. 

I am satisfied that Revenue’s customer service approach is fully cognisant of the different 
needs and preferences of its very diverse customer base.

04/04/2017WRB03400Illicit Trade in Fuel and Tobacco Products

04/04/2017WRB0350056. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement addi-
tional measures to deal with the smuggling of diesel and tobacco products and other illicit trade; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16395/17]

04/04/2017WRB03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Criminal activity of the kind referred to 
by the Deputy poses a serious threat to legitimate businesses, consumers and the Exchequer.  I 
am assured by Revenue that action against smuggling and other illicit trade of excisable prod-
ucts is, and will continue to be, a priority and that strategies to monitor and tackle existing and 
emerging areas of concern are embedded in Revenue’s business programmes.  Revenue’s work 
in this area is supported by robust legislative measures many of which I brought forward in 
Finance Acts over the last number of years. 

With regard to tackling the illegal fuel trade, the primary threat in recent years came from 
fuel laundering and I am sure the Deputy will agree that Revenue has been very successful in 
tackling the problem. The measures taken in this regard included a significant legislative pro-
gramme that I implemented over a number of Finance Acts, as well as implementing a new fuel 
marker, to strengthen the regulatory framework for the distribution of fuel in Ireland.  Changes 
in the licensing system and mandatory supply chain reporting by all traders involved in the sale 
and distribution of fuel have minimised the scope for fraud in the sector. 

With regard to tobacco products, Ireland, like all countries with high tobacco taxes, is an 
attractive target for smuggling. The potential loss of revenue as a consequence of smuggling is 
very serious and as such tackling the issue is a key priority for Revenue.  Robust and targeted 
legislative action has been taken over recent years to strengthen Revenue’s powers, including 
enhanced Revenue powers of search and inspection. The Government will continue to ensure 
that all legislative action necessary to combat illicit tobacco trade will be taken. 

On the alcohol side, duties provide a financial incentive for alcohol fraud, but there is little 
evidence of large scale illegal activity at present. Illicit trade in alcohol can occur through the 
illegal diversion of untaxed alcohol onto the market and also through the illegal production of 
counterfeit alcohol and Revenue is very alert to these risks.  Revenue’s action is based on intel-
ligence on criminal activity, risk based examination of commercial traffic and of stock in retail 
premises.

I am satisfied that Revenue’s strategies have been very successful, and I am assured that ac-
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tion in these areas will continue to be a high priority.

04/04/2017WRB03700Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRB0380057. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to provide financial sup-
port to companies and SMEs that may be adversely affected by Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16374/17]

04/04/2017WRB03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At an overall policy level, the Depart-
ment of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation is primarily responsible for SME policy.  In relation to 
SME finance, the Programme for Partnership Government sets out that all viable SMEs operat-
ing in Ireland should have the opportunity to access sufficient finance to meet their enterprise 
needs in a manner that supports growth and employment in the economy.  

Government actions to date have ensured that there are already extensive supports avail-
able to assist SMEs (over 170 supports are provided by 30 separate agencies).  These supports 
include the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland, the Credit Review Office, Microfinance 
Ireland, and the Credit Guarantee Scheme amongst others.  These supports will play an im-
portant role in assisting companies and SMEs to meet the challenges of Brexit. The advisory 
enterprise supports in relation to business planning will be particularly important in assisting 
SMEs to diversify their exports so as to reduce their exposure to the UK; and/or re-price their 
products/services (if possible); and/or restructure their cost bases so they can continue trading 
with the UK during a period of weaker sterling.  These advisory supports will also be important 
in informing SMEs of private market financial supports and existing State supports that are 
available.

Last year, the Department of Finance conducted macro-economic analysis on the impact of 
Brexit, which fed into the Brexit measures in Budget 2017.  My Department is also currently 
working with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland to assess the potential impact of Brexit on the SME sector.  It is not 
possible at this time to make definitive predictions of the impact of Brexit on SMEs given the 
uncertainties surrounding the post Brexit relationship between the UK and the EU.

  Question No. 58 answered with Question No. 47.

04/04/2017WRB04100Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRB0420059. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether Ireland is 
facing unfair competition in attracting banking, insurance and other jobs here as a consequence 
of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16372/17]

04/04/2017WRB04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be well aware, the 
area of international financial services (IFS) is extremely competitive.  Although Ireland has 
been very successful in attracting global leaders in IFS over recent decades we cannot become 
complacent especially in the face of increased competition from other countries and, of course, 
in the context of Brexit.  

This is why the Government launched IFS2020 Strategy in March of 2015 which is a whole-
of-Government approach to further driving the growth and development of the IFS sector in 
Ireland which has been developed jointly between the public and private sectors underpinned 
by annual Action Plans.  These Plans can be tailored on an ongoing basis to ensure that Ire-
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land remains fully capable of dealing with any challenges and opportunities in the area of IFS 
especially in the lead-up to the exit of the UK from the EU.  In particular, we have to ensure 
that Ireland’s offering as a location of choice for global international financial services remains 
highly competitive and on a par with our competitors in other EU countries. 

It should be noted that in my role as Minister of State for Financial Services, I monitor trends 
and developments as they impact on the international financial services (IFS) sector.  Arising 
from this, in a scheduled meeting with Commission Vice President Dombrovskis a number of 
areas were discussed, including ensuring that there is consistency across EU Member States in 
the application of European and Member State regulatory standards for financial services. 

I raised these issues with the Vice President in the context of potential stability risk to the 
European financial system.  It was also mentioned that it was also mentioned that there were 
concerns about an apparent impression that some Member States may apply less than full regu-
lations to financial services activities seeking to relocate from London i.e. regulatory arbitrage. 
It has to be clarified that these were concerns rather than “complaints” per se and they echo the 
sentiments of some other Member States. In fact the Chairpersons of the European Securities 
and Markets Authority (ESMA) and the European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Au-
thority (EIOPA) also voiced similar sentiments recently.

04/04/2017WRB04400Tax Collection

04/04/2017WRB0450060. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding 
the tax repayment in respect of a company (details supplied); his views on the direction of the 
OECD’s centre for tax policy that other OECD countries are entitled to part of the taxes which 
may be realised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16422/17]

04/04/2017WRB04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Notwithstanding the appeal that the 
Government has lodged in the Apple State Aid case, Ireland is required to comply with the 
binding articles of the Commission’s Final Decision and to recover the alleged aid from Apple.  
Irish officials are continuing this work to ensure that the State complies with all our recovery 
obligations.

I note the recent reported comments made by the Director of the OECD’s Centre for tax 
policy in respect of this case and the possibility that other countries may also have a claim to 
some of the money.  The Commission has said publicly that the recovery amount may be re-
duced if other countries were to require Apple to pay more taxes.

I would say that the Commission’s State Aid Decision does not change the taxing rights in 
other countries. What the Commission and the OECD are referring to here forms part of the 
regular private tax process for any global company, whereby they are responsible for managing 
their global tax affairs in the various jurisdictions in which they are located. It is therefore a 
matter between the company in question and the tax authorities in the various locations where 
they do business as to whether there are any taxation issues to be addressed and I am not in a 
position to comment on that engagement.

However, I can say that I have not been given any official indications from any country that 
they intend to seek further tax for their own country as a result of the Commission’s Decision.

04/04/2017WRB04700Tax Reliefs Eligibility
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04/04/2017WRB0480061. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the way Rev-
enue Commissioners have applied tax relief at source to mortgages; if he is further satisfied 
that it has been correctly applied in all cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16407/17]

04/04/2017WRB0490088. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that the Revenue 
Commissioners have taken all necessary steps to advise all qualifying mortgage holders of their 
entitlement to tax relief at source; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16408/17]

04/04/2017WRB05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 61 and 
88 together.

Revenue administers mortgage interest relief in accordance with Section 244 of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997. The level of relief applied to each case is based on the applicable ceil-
ing, the rate of relief allowable and the percentage of the loan that qualifies for the relief. I am 
satisfied that Revenue are administering the relief as intended.

I acknowledge that the various rules and thresholds that apply can be difficult for borrowers 
to understand and indeed for Revenue to administer and it is possible that errors can occur from 
time to time. I am also aware that Revenue has recently written to the Deputy setting out the 
different rates of relief for both first time and non-first time buyers and has apologised for any 
incorrect information that may have been previously provided.

To assist borrowers in claiming their correct entitlements, Revenue operates a very intui-
tive and easy to use online application process via its website at https://www.ros.ie/trs/claim.
html?execution=e2s1  and uses a sophisticated electronic file transfer system to pass the rele-
vant information to the lending institutions. The lenders in turn confirm to Revenue the amount 
of qualifying interest paid by each borrower and the amount of relief granted.

Revenue also conducts regular compliance checks and desk reviews on the lending institu-
tions to ensure all aspects of the scheme are being carried out correctly, thereby ensuring that 
borrowers are getting their correct entitlement on a timely basis.

Additionally, Revenue operates a Tax Relief at Source (TRS) Helpline at 1890 463626 to 
assist borrowers with any queries they may have. The Helpline operates Monday to Friday 
from 9.30 am to 5pm. Revenue has also published very extensive information in respect of all 
aspects of the relief on its website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/online/mortgage-interest-relief.
html. This information is constantly updated to reflect any changes to the scheme.

Finally, if the Deputy is aware of a particular case where the relief has not been correctly ap-
plied or where the borrower is not certain that the proper entitlement has been received, he/she 
should be advised to contact Revenue at telephone number 061 488202 and the situation will be 
examined. Alternatively the Deputy can provide the details to my officials who will ensure they 
are immediately passed on to the appropriate Revenue personnel.

04/04/2017WRB05100Tax Avoidance

04/04/2017WRB0520062. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Finance the measures he is taking to en-
sure banks operating here are paying the correct effective tax rate in view of a recent report 
(details supplied) that shows that banks here pay an effective tax rate of 6% with some paying 
only 2%. [16465/17]

04/04/2017WRB0530068. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance his views on a report 
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(details supplied) on the tax rates paid by international banks here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16466/17]

04/04/2017WRB0540080. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Finance his plans to make changes to the 
tax regime, in view of a recent report (details supplied) on the tax rates paid by international 
banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16470/17]

04/04/2017WRB05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 62, 68 
and 80 together.

I am aware of the report which was published by Oxfam on 27 March.  The report makes a 
number of comments about the level of tax paid by certain banks in respect of their operations 
in each country in which they operate, including Ireland.  The report also asserts that thirty one 
different jurisdictions, including Ireland, should be considered tax havens.

I understand that the report relies on publicly available data published by banks under the 
Capital Requirements Directive (CRD IV).  The report takes this data and uses it to assert the 
effective tax rate suffered by banks in the countries in which they operate. While I will not com-
ment on the tax affairs of individual taxpayers, there are a number of reasons why using this 
data to assert a company’s effective tax rate may create a misleading picture.

Calculating a company’s effective tax rate requires looking at a company’s profits as calcu-
lated under Irish tax law and the amount of tax charged on those profits under Irish tax law.  This 
information is not included in the public country by country reports.  For this reason caution is 
needed when using the country by country information when commenting on a company’s tax 
affairs. 

For example, the profit figures filed in reports under CRD IV reports generally relate to 
profit calculated for accounting purposes. Companies however do not pay tax on their account-
ing profits, but rather on their taxable profits. There are a variety of legitimate differences in 
how these figures are calculated in ever country.  For example, all capital expenditure is treated 
differently for accounting and tax calculations. 

Similarly, the “tax on profit or loss” figure in the publicly disclosed information may relate 
to tax actually paid over to Revenue rather than the tax charge suffered by the company.  For 
example, where a company has losses carried forward from a previous year, this would reduce 
the amount of tax that must be paid over but does mean the company is not subject to a tax 
charge on its profits.

Officials in my Department are examining the report in more detail and have arranged a 
meeting with Oxfam to discuss the report’s contents.

I would like to point out that all companies in Ireland pay the standard 12.5% rate on their 
trading profits which are generated in Ireland.  Higher rates of 25% and 33% apply to certain 
profits.   My Department has previously worked with Mr Seamus Coffey, who is currently con-
ducting a review on the corporation tax code, on a technical paper to provide clarity about the 
seemingly conflicting figures and methodologies for the effective rate of tax paid by companies 
in Ireland.  This paper found that the effective rate paid nationally is between 10.3% and 10.7%.

I strongly reject the report’s suggestion that Ireland is a tax haven.  There is no clear analysis 
as to why Ireland would be considered as such and we do not meet any of the vague criteria that 
the report suggests are indicative of tax havens.  The report itself notes that international institu-
tions, such as the IMF and OECD, do not consider Ireland to be a tax haven.
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04/04/2017WRB05600Northern Ireland

04/04/2017WRB0570063. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his views on recent esti-
mates from the UK Parliament of the net annual cost to the Irish Exchequer of a united Ireland; 
if his Department has carried out any research into the way this might be funded by a future 
united State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16420/17]

04/04/2017WRB05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade has lead responsibility for issues relating to Northern Ireland.

As the Deputy will be aware, the principle of consent and the possibility of a change in 
constitutional status in Northern Ireland is a fundamental part of the Good Friday Agreement, 
which was endorsed by the people of this island, North and South. 

The calling of a border poll under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement falls to the 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland. The test applied is that he/she considers it likely that 
a majority of those voting would express a wish that Northern Ireland should cease to be part 
of the United Kingdom and form part of a united Ireland. There is no convincing evidence at 
present to suggest that a majority of the people of Northern Ireland would opt for a change in 
its constitutional status. 

The Government is already extensively engaged with all EU Member States and Institutions 
to build understanding for the imperative of ensuring respect for all provisions of the Good 
Friday Agreement, including the provision for a border poll. 

In terms of the estimates that the Deputy refers to, the position is that there have been many 
reports produced by the UK parliament regarding Brexit and its implications.  However, offi-
cials in my Department are not aware of any specific estimates of costs that could relate to the 
Irish Exchequer. 

Furthermore, in the absence of any prospect of a border poll in the near future, my Depart-
ment does not have any active plans to carry out the research specifically referred to by the 
Deputy.

04/04/2017WRB05900Motor Insurance

04/04/2017WRB0600064. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance the next steps for the motor insur-
ance industry in view of the recent report on the cost of motor insurance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16469/17]

04/04/2017WRB06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Cost of Insurance Working Group, 
chaired by Minister of State Eoghan Murphy, published the Report on the Cost of Motor Insur-
ance on 10 January 2017.

The Report address 6 priority areas, with 33 recommendations and 71 actions in an Action 
Plan.

 Protecting the consumer

  Improving data availability

  Improving the personal injuries claims environment

  Reducing the costs in the claims process
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  Reducing insurance fraud and uninsured driving

  Promoting road safety and reducing collisions

Substantial work has commenced on the implementation of the recommendations by the rel-
evant Government Departments and Agencies, in partnership with the insurance industry, and 
I am confident that the Report’s 71 action points will be implemented by the end of 2018, with 
45 due for completion by the end of this year.

Meeting the objective of delivering fairer premiums for consumers without unnecessary 
delay requires the cooperation and commitment of all relevant bodies and stakeholders, perhaps 
none more so than the insurance industry itself. Accordingly, my Department has been working 
closely with Insurance Ireland since the publication of the Report to ensure that all the recom-
mendations for which the insurance industry holds direct primary responsibility, or where they 
play a significant relevant role, are implemented on time.

For example, in respect of protecting the consumer, it is proposed that insurance compa-
nies will be required to set out reasons for large increases in premiums and provide additional 
information on the premium breakdown, as well as ensuring policyholders are appropriately 
informed about claims made against them in a timely manner. Insurance Ireland is also provid-
ing important inputs regarding the processes of establishing the various proposed databases in 
relation to claims information, insurance fraud, and uninsured drivers. Other key recommenda-
tions, such as those related to the reduction of costs in the claims process and the work being 
undertaken by the newly established Personal Injuries Commission, will impact greatly upon 
the motor insurance industry too.

In line with an undertaking within the Report, the Working Group will prepare quarterly 
progress reports, commencing for this quarter, and these will be published on the Department 
of Finance’s website. 

A preliminary update on actions already underway has been prepared to the Oireachtas 
Committee.

04/04/2017WRB06200Renewable Energy Projects

04/04/2017WRB0630065. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance the level of renewable energy 
projects and green technology currently in the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund. [16452/17]

04/04/2017WRB0640073. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance the level of funding being strate-
gically invested by his Department in renewable energy projects and green technology; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16451/17]

04/04/2017WRB06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 65 and 
73 together.

ISIF informs me that it has a close working relationship with the Department of Communi-
cations, Climate Action and Environment and is committed to investing in the energy sector in 
a manner that is consistent with the State’s commitment to make the transition to a low carbon, 
climate resilient and sustainable economy. ISIF’s Energy Investment allocation of €800 million 
will be a key enabler of the significant investment requirement in sustainable energy infrastruc-
ture, new energy business models and new energy technologies to achieve the 2020 and 2030 
energy and climate policy goals. This will necessarily include significant investment in renew-
able energy projects and green technology. 
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To date the Fund’s commitments in this regard include: 

- €44m for the €500m Dublin Waste to Energy project which will assist Ireland in meeting 
EU waste management targets. The facility will have capacity to process up to 600,000 tonnes 
of waste when complete and generate clean renewable energy for up to 80,000 homes.

- €35m commitment to NTR’s onshore wind fund. 

- Cornerstone investor in the Irish Infrastructure Fund (IIF) which holds a position in a port-
folio of Irish onshore wind assets. 

- Cornerstone investor in the BlueBay SME credit fund which has loaned to Irish headquar-
tered renewable energy developers and to a designer and manufacturer of high power density 
high efficiency power supplies.

- €76m seed capital for Greencoat Renewables to enable it purchase two sizeable wind 
farms.  

ISIF continues to seek out further investments that are consistent with its mandate and are 
aligned with national decarbonisation and energy security objectives and with national energy 
policy. 

ISIF’s pipeline includes opportunities in the areas of onshore wind, solar, biomass, energy 
storage, renewable heat, sustainable transport and energy efficiency.

04/04/2017WRC00100Written Answers Nos. 66-78

04/04/2017WRC00200NAMA Operations

04/04/2017WRC0030066. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the NAMA 
policy of deleting e-mails of former staff who are not deemed business-critical will impact on 
the ability of any future commission of investigation into NAMA to fully examine all evidence 
available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16450/17]

04/04/2017WRC0040085. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that the NAMA 
policy of deleting e-mails of former staff who are not deemed business-critical is in line with the 
governance standards of State bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16449/17]

04/04/2017WRC00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 66 and 
85 together.

I am advised that NAMA’s records management policy is entirely in line with best practice 
among public and private organisations.  I am also advised that implementation of the policy 
ensures that all key records held by NAMA are retained and that they will therefore be avail-
able, if required, for any business purpose including in the event that a commission of inquiry 
is established into the sale of Project Eagle.

It is widely recognised that records management is a prerequisite to the effective manage-
ment of FOI obligations by FOI bodies.  Indeed, the Code of Practice for FOI published by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in 2015, in accordance with Section 48 of the 
FOI Act, states that in order to facilitate the smoother operation of FOI in public bodies, there is 
a compelling need for sound record management practices and system.  The Code further states 
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that FOI bodies should implement records management policies that address the management, 
retention and destruction of records and that such policies should recognise the ‘life cycle of 
records’.

The same perspective is reflected in best practice in other jurisdictions.  For example, in the 
Code of Practice on Records Management, issued under Section 46 of the UK FOI Act to UK 
public bodies, the following is one of the key recommendations: “Authorities should define 
how long they need to keep particular records, should dispose of them when they are no longer 
needed and should be able to explain why records are no longer held”.

I am advised that, in order to comply fully with its legal obligations under the FOI and Data 
Protection Acts, NAMA implements records management policies and practices which ensure 
that all records of business and longer-term value are stored in appropriate document reposito-
ries and retained for the appropriate period.  This means that search and retrieval processes can 
be conducted efficiently and expeditiously so as to ensure that NAMA meets its statutory obli-
gation to respond to FOI requests within the requisite deadline of four weeks.  NAMA’s records 
management policy enables the extensive records’ search required under FOI to be carried out 
with more efficiency, given that the volume of searchable records is reduced by the deletion 
of records of transitory or short-term value.  I am advised that NAMA’s records management 
policy and approach has been endorsed by its internal auditors, PwC.

The deletion of ephemeral or transitory records on an ongoing basis is in accordance with 
established best practice from corporate governance, records management and FOI perspec-
tives.  I am advised that NAMA would not be able to meet its legal obligations under the FOI 
Act to respond to requests within the statutory deadlines in the absence of effective records 
management policies and practices.

A requirement of NAMA’s Records Management Policy is that records that have a business 
or long-term value, including email records, are stored in central document repositories, includ-
ing NAMA’s Document Management System (DMS) and its file server.  These repositories are 
searched in response to FOI requests.

NAMA’s policy is to retain the mail servers of staff for at least one year after their departure 
from the Agency.  This is to facilitate business continuity and to enable line managers to ensure 
that business and long-term value records are saved to the appropriate repository.

04/04/2017WRC00600Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRC0070067. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the way his Department and 
officials are promoting Ireland as an alternative location for various sectors, particularly the 
financial sector, following Brexit. [12052/17]

04/04/2017WRC00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In addition to the challenges posed to 
Ireland by the withdrawal of the UK from the EU, the Government recognises that there will 
also be opportunities for Ireland arising from Brexit.  The Government is keen to maximise 
those opportunities where possible.  In that regard, international financial services (IFS) has 
been identified as an area of potential opportunity arising from Brexit in relation to the move-
ment of business from existing UK locations in addition to other businesses seeking a new EU 
location post-Brexit.

In March 2015, the Government launched the lFS2020 Strategy, a whole-of-Government 
approach to further driving the growth and development of the IFS sector in Ireland.  The Strat-
egy, led by a dedicated Minister of State for Financial Services Eoghan Murphy, is supported 
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by all relevant public and private sector stakeholders who work closely and successfully on a 
joint basis.

The IFS2020 Strategy combines long-term strategic thinking with the flexibility to react 
to domestic and international developments, including Brexit.  The Strategy, through annual 
Action Plans, provides a clear framework to maximise any opportunities that might arise from 
Brexit by ensuring that Ireland’s offering for businesses considering a move of their activities 
out of the UK can compete with other potential locations.  The annual Action Plans enable a 
tailored response to deal with these challenges and opportunities as they arise.

A key strategic priority of IFS2020 is the promotion of Ireland as a location for IFS and 
world class innovative products and services.  The 2017 Action Plan continues to emphasise 
the strong commitment to this strategic priority.  This Plan, which was developed in close con-
sultation with all IFS stakeholders, was launched by Minister of State Murphy at the European 
Financial Forum in Dublin Castle last January.  The 2017 Action Plan places a strong focus on 
Brexit: it underpins the Action Plan and also features within the suite of 40 individual mea-
sures to be actioned in 2017 by the different public and private sector stakeholders involved in 
IFS2020.

One of the key measures contained within the Action Plan for 2017 relates to the public 
sector financial services sub-group led by my Department.  This sub-group has a strategic and 
prioritised approach to the implications of the UK EU referendum on the financial services sec-
tor, including IFS.  In that regard, it works closely with the Cabinet Committee on Brexit.

The IFS Ireland banner brand was a key IFS2020 deliverable which was launched in 
2016.  The banner brand is the shared identity which all IFS stakeholders   Government and in-
dustry bodies use to promote Ireland on the international stage using a clearly identifiable logo 
and single approach across the public and private sectors.  An accompanying website, www.
ifsireland.com, has also been established.  Over recent months, Minister of State Murphy has 
launched the banner brand in the North American and Asian markets.

An IFS2020 Communications sub-group has also been established to further progress and 
develop IFS messaging to ensure the promotion of Ireland’s IFS sector is maximised.  This 
Communications sub-group continues to work both with private and public stakeholders to 
ensure that there is consistent messaging on Ireland’s IFS offering.

The Action Plan for 2017 also commits the public sector and industry to actively engage 
on overseas promotion and marketing of the IFS sector to ensure a co-ordinated and strategic 
approach to the promotion and marketing of Ireland as a centre of excellence for IFS.  This 
includes a co-ordinated programme of overseas trade missions, a shared public sector/industry 
IFS calendar, the promotion of IFS as part of ministerial visits to key financial services markets, 
including the St. Patrick’s Day visits programme, and the deployment of the IFS Ireland banner 
brand by IFS industry associations.

Since the UK EU referendum in June 2016, Minister of State Murphy has undertaken sig-
nificant visits to Asia (twice) and North America (twice), as well as numerous IFS engagements 
in London and Europe.  The main purpose of such visits is to promote Ireland as a destination 
for financial services investment.  Minister of State Murphy has used these visits to engage with 
key public sector and industry stakeholders to raise the profile of Ireland’s IFS sector as part of 
the Government’s ongoing programme of engagement in response to Brexit.

As part of the promotion of Ireland as a location for financial services, Minister of State for 
Financial Services Murphy hosted the second annual European Financial Forum (EFF) in Dub-
lin Castle on 24 of January 2017 which attracted approximately 700 delegates from 30 coun-
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tries representing around 400 organisations.  As organisations consider their Brexit contingency 
plans, the Forum provided a unique opportunity to promote Ireland’s IFS sector.  Next year’s 
EFF will be held at the end of January, 2018.

Budget 2017 allocated additional resources to the enterprise agencies, IDA Ireland and En-
terprise Ireland, in the context of Brexit.  The enterprise agencies continue to identify poten-
tial sources of new Brexit-related investment and are actively pursuing opportunities across a 
number of sectors, including financial services.  IFS2020 is also integrated into the wider Gov-
ernment planning including the Action Plan for Jobs 2017 and the new Trade and Investment 
Strategy (Ireland Connected) which aim to drive market consolidation and diversification, and 
improve competitiveness.

Minister of State Murphy continues to work closely with all public and private sector stake-
holders, including the enterprise agencies, to promote Ireland as the location of choice for spe-
cialist financial services and to achieve the IFS2020 job creation target of 10,000 net new jobs 
over its five year lifetime by its target date of 2020.

  Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 62.

04/04/2017WRC01000NAMA Operations

04/04/2017WRC0110069. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has re-
quested NAMA to comment on claims made in a recently published report by a person (details 
supplied) produced for a developer regarding the value realised for the State from the opera-
tions of NAMA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16421/17]

04/04/2017WRC0120070. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance if he retains confidence in 
the board of NAMA in view of fact the practices of the current management have led to a loss of 
up to €40 billion for the State; his plans to change the structure or personnel in NAMA in view 
of the fact that the State will lose billions more in the future if the current practices are adhered 
to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16445/17]

04/04/2017WRC0130079. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he has read the recent 
report by a person (details supplied) into NAMA, which claims it has failed in delivering its 
remit and has potentially lost €18 billion for the State; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16467/17]

04/04/2017WRC0140087. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Finance his views on the recent report by 
a person (details supplied) into NAMA’s remit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16471/17]

04/04/2017WRC01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 69, 70, 
79 and 87 together.

I would refer the Deputies to my comments made at the opening of the debate last week on 
the report of the Committee on Public Accounts regarding the sale of NAMA’s Project Eagle 
portfolio, where I expressed my views on the recent criticism of NAMA following publication 
of a report commissioned by an ex-debtor of NAMA.

Deputies will be aware that during my opening comments I advised members of this House 
that before they accept as fact this analysis, they should read NAMA’s response to this report, 
which is available on its website, www.nama.ie.  NAMA has drawn attention to the fact that the 
report lacks rigour and objectivity and that it is fundamentally undermined by basic errors and 
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invalid assumptions.

The main premise underlying the report’s analysis assumes, unrealistically, that NAMA 
could have held the loans for seven years without generating any income from asset sales.  It 
fails to acknowledge the Troika’s requirement that NAMA redeem 25% (€7.5 billion) of its se-
nior debt by end-2013, a target which could not have been achieved unless NAMA debtors had 
sold some of the assets under their control.

The report also fails to acknowledge the fact that NAMA’s senior Government-guaranteed 
debt of €30 billion represented a contingent liability for Irish taxpayers and that it was a major 
concern for investors and for those lending to Ireland, including the Troika.  In that context, it 
is unrealistic and naïve in the extreme to suggest that debtors and receivers could have withheld 
all assets from sale until 2017 and that NAMA did not have to reduce its guaranteed debt from 
an early stage.

The report also fails to acknowledge that NAMA is required by law to carry out its work 
expeditiously.  Had NAMA debtors and receivers not sold Irish assets, NAMA would have been 
accused of hoarding and of preventing market recovery.  It also fails to take account of the im-
pact of NAMA sales in generating recovery in the Irish property market.

As the Deputies are aware, NAMA’s purpose and objectives are set out in the NAMA Act as 
established by the Oireachtas.  NAMA’s primary objective is, as per Section 10 of the NAMA 
Act, to obtain the best achievable financial return for the State and to deal expeditiously with its 
assets in achieving this objective.

NAMA’s continued strong performance since inception means that the NAMA Board now 
expects to achieve a surplus of up to €2.3bn over its life, subject to market conditions.  I have 
stated consistently that I support the work of NAMA and I have full confidence that the Board 
and management of NAMA are achieving their commercial mandate in accordance with the 
NAMA Act.

04/04/2017WRC01600Banking Sector

04/04/2017WRC0170071. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance his views on the proposals set 
out by a group (details supplied) for an alternative banking model which would combine the 
existing services and capacities of credit unions and post offices; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16247/17]

04/04/2017WRC01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Programme for Government com-
mits the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to thoroughly in-
vestigate the German Sparkassen model for the development of local public banks that operate 
within well-defined regions.  It also calls for the investigation of a new model of community 
banking that could provide a suite of banking services through the Post Office Network, such 
as the Kiwibank model in New Zealand, where the Post Office-owned bank provides a com-
prehensive suite of financial services, from personal loans and bank accounts to credit cards, 
business banking, and insurance.

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs have undertaken a 
period of consultation on this matter.  The consultation closed on 29 March.

The Public Banking Forum of Ireland met with the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, 
Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to present their proposals over the period of consultation.  A rep-
resentative of the Department of Finance attended the meeting.  The Public Banking Forum of 
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Ireland presented an initial document outlining their proposals and noted that a final version of 
the document would be completed within approximately four weeks.

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, assisted by the 
Department of Finance, will be producing a report for both the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Re-
gional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Minister for Finance setting out the conclusions of 
the investigation into Local Public Banks.  This report is expected to be completed by mid year.

04/04/2017WRC01900Tracker Mortgages

04/04/2017WRC0200072. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when the persons affected by 
the tracker mortgage scandal will receive full redress and compensation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16435/17]

04/04/2017WRC02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank requires lenders to 
complete the Tracker Mortgage Examination in four phases, being:

- Phase 1: Development and Submission of Detailed Plan;

- Phase 2: Information Gathering/Review/Report Submission;

- Phase 3: Calculation of Redress and Compensation (where relevant); and

- Phase 4: Implementation of Redress Programme (where relevant).

It is critical that each lender carries out a thorough, comprehensive and robust review, which 
achieves fair outcomes for all customers.  Therefore, while significant progress has been made, 
due to its scale and complexity, it will take some further time to complete the Examination.

The Central Bank has indicated that Phase 1 of the Examination is now complete.

Phase 2 of the Examination is ongoing.  As at December 2016, nine lenders have submitted 
Phase 2 reports.  The remainder are still engaged in their Phase 2 reviews and interim reports/
status updates have been provided as appropriate.  The Central Bank has invoked its powers 
to set specific timelines for lenders to complete Phase 2 of the Examination, the last of which 
will be completed by no later than end September 2017.  By this date, the Central Bank expects 
all lenders to have identified all impacted accounts and have commenced engagement with 
most impacted customers.  While the Central Bank expects that Phase 2 will be completed by 
end September 2017, payment of redress and compensation and the Central Bank’s assurance 
will continue beyond this point for some lenders.  The Central Bank expects lenders to com-
mence Phase 3 and 4 as impacted customers are identified.  However, it is important to note 
that Phases 3 and 4 (calculation of redress and compensation and implementation of the redress 
programme) can run concurrently with Phase 2.

In all, approximately 9,900 customer accounts have been identified as impacted by lenders 
as part of the Examination as at end February 2017.  The vast majority of customers identified 
to end February 2017 have already been contacted and rates have been rectified on more than 
90% of the accounts requiring such rectification.  In some of these cases, redress and compen-
sation has also been completed.  To end February 2017, approximately €78 million has been 
paid in redress and compensation to approximately 2,600 impacted customers arising from the 
Examination.

  Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 65.
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04/04/2017WRC02300Banking Sector

04/04/2017WRC0240074. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the legal advice referred to by the former Central Bank Governor (details supplied) in 
respect of his statement regarding banks’ ability to hide losses; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16447/17]

04/04/2017WRC02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Given the limited information supplied 
by the Deputy I am unable to assist with the question as posed.  If the Deputy can provide fur-
ther details such as a reference to the particular comments made by the former Governor then I 
will be in a better position to respond.

04/04/2017WRC02600Construction Sector Strategy

04/04/2017WRC0270075. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of lending car-
ried out by a company (details supplied) to the construction sector to date; his views as to 
whether the State can do more to ensure the construction sector has access to finance to build 
the required homes and office accommodation around the country; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16413/17]

04/04/2017WRC02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): ISIF has already invested in a number 
of financing platforms and projects in the construction sector and is actively examining other 
opportunities.  ISIF is a co-investor in a number of funds designed to make finance available 
for new construction and particularly for sites without planning permission.  Examples of these 
investments include:

- Activate Capital, which has to date provided funding for approximately 2,325 new resi-
dential units in the Dublin area with potential to support construction of up to 11,000 new units;

- Ardstone Residential Partnership, which has to-date acquired sites with the potential to 
deliver up to 2,113 new housing units to be delivered over 5-7 years and is targeting a total 
delivery of up to 3,750 new units;

- Wilbur Ross Cardinal Commercial Real Estate Mezzanine Debt Fund, with a focus on 
multiple real estate sectors, providing both pure finance and development capital, has already 
advanced funding for 1,700 new residential units.

Activate Capital is a private €500 million fund, which is financed through a €325 million 
loan note provided from ISIF and a €175 million loan note provided from KKR.  Given Activate 
Capital has private shareholders, it would not be appropriate to disclose the Fund’s commer-
cially sensitive information, including the level of drawdown from the fund.  This approach is 
in line with the normal banking confidentiality rules that apply to all private companies.

ISIF is considering a number of additional investments that would support housing provi-
sion, including a Housing Investment Fund to fund the delivery of new mixed-tenure residen-
tial developments of social and private housing, in a way that is both off-balance sheet and 
commercial.  ISIF is also engaged in dialogue with a range of Higher Education Institutions 
(“HEIs”) to support HEI capital programmes, emphasising on-campus student accommodation.  
ISIF gave a €54m long term debt facility to DCU for student accommodation and overall cam-
pus development programme.  ISIF is exploring the possibility of providing equity finance to a 
number of operators in the build to rent sector.

Regarding infrastructure to enable residential development, ISIF seeks to work with the Lo-
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cal Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF), Local Authorities and commercial invest-
ment.  A private sector pilot project for c. 3,000 units is being progressed.  Public sector projects 
also for c. 3,000 units are being considered.

04/04/2017WRC02900State Banking Sector

04/04/2017WRC0300076. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance when he expects the partial sale 
of a bank (details supplied) to be realised; if, in view of the shortage of capital investment here, 
he will commit to using the funds generated from the sale towards essential capital investment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16370/17]

04/04/2017WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have indicated previously, an IPO 
is the optimal route to recouping value from our investment in Allied Irish Banks (AIB) and I 
have identified two potential windows for a sale in 2017.  These are a window in May/June this 
year and a window in the Autumn.  Fortunately we are under no pressure to sell and the timing 
will be influenced by market conditions.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) holds the 
AIB shares on behalf of the State as part of its directed portfolio.  It is important to note that 
payments from the ISIF to the Exchequer arising from the proceeds of the disposal of the State’s 
shareholdings in the banks are provided for under Section 47, (4) of the NTMA (Amendment) 
Act 2014.  This legislation allows the Minister to direct the NTMA to make such payments to 
the Exchequer in respect of the proceeds of any such disposal or to take other steps as set out in 
the section in respect of such proceeds.

Regarding the sale of financial assets, these types of transactions do not result in a ben-
eficial impact to the General Government Balance under the European System of Accounts 
framework.  This is due to the fact that it is classified as a ‘financial transaction’ whereby it is 
essentially the exchange of one form of asset (shares, equities, loans) for another kind (cash).  
Consequently the sale of any shareholding in AIB would not count as general government rev-
enue.  Thus there will not be an increased capacity to spend on capital projects as a result of the 
sale of shares in AIB without affecting the general government balance.

While not improving the deficit, cash proceeds arising from the sale of AIB shares that are 
transferred to the Exchequer would reduce the Exchequer borrowing requirement and result in 
lower general government debt.  A lower level of debt is not only beneficial in terms of the fis-
cal sustainability of the State but would also result in reduced interest payments in future years.  
The strategy of reducing the national debt is consistent with the Government policy of repay-
ing the borrowing previously undertaken to finance the recapitalisation of the banking sector 
during the financial crisis.  As I have previously stated, it is my position that the proceeds from 
the sale of the State’s shareholdings in Irish banks, including AIB, will be used to reduce the 
outstanding level of public debt.

  Question No. 77 answered with Question No. 53.

04/04/2017WRC03300Credit Unions

04/04/2017WRC0340078. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on the possibility 
of the credit union movement providing funds for investment in social and affordable housing; 
the engagement that has taken place to date between the sector and his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16416/17]
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04/04/2017WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am pleased that the credit union sector 
is considering various proposals to increase its income and develop its business model.  My De-
partment has received a number of such proposals from both the Irish League of Credit Unions 
and from the Credit Union Development Association.  Proposals from both representative bod-
ies, in relation to the funding of social housing, are at various stages of development.  While 
the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government is the Department 
primarily responsible for the formulation and implementation of policy and for the preparation 
of legislation in relation to housing, any such proposals would require approval of the Registrar 
of Credit Unions at the Central Bank before they could be implemented.

The Central Bank has informed me that it has received information regarding proposals for 
credit unions to provide funding for social housing and is currently engaging with the sector 
on those proposals.  It further stated that while it does not comment on specific proposals, such 
investments could be facilitated by future regulations made by the Central Bank, where appro-
priate.  The Central Bank also stated that it is willing to consider the type of regulations that 
would be required to facilitate such proposals.  However, the Central Bank’s key consideration 
in evaluating such proposals is its statutory mandate to ensure the protection of members’ sav-
ings by credit unions and to ensure the well-being of the sector generally.

Officials from both my Department and the Department of Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government have met with the representative bodies on a number of occasions to 
examine how credit unions can assist in the area of social housing.  Officials from both Depart-
ments have also met with the Central Bank.  Separately, communication is ongoing between 
the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and my Department.

On 1 January 2016 I commenced the final sections of the Credit Union and Co-operation 
with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 (2012 Act) following discussions with credit union repre-
sentative bodies.  Following commencement of the legislation, the Central Bank introduced the 
Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016, regarding a number 
of areas including savings, borrowing, lending, investments and liquidity.

Investment regulations made specific reference to section 43 of the Act and to further class-
es of investments in which a credit union may invest its funds.  The regulations provide that 
investments in projects of a public nature include, but are not limited to, investments in social 
housing projects.  The Central Bank will review the investment regulations for credit unions, 
including a public consultation, in 2017.

Notwithstanding any potential changes that may be made to the regulations, the legislative 
requirement for credit unions to ensure investments do not involve undue risk to members’ sav-
ings will remain the overriding factor which must inform all credit union investment decisions.

0       Question No. 79 answered with Question No. 69.

  Question No. 80 answered with Question No. 62.

04/04/2017WRD00400Fiscal Policy

04/04/2017WRD0050081. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will seek an exemption 
from the fiscal rules in the context of the economic impact of Brexit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16434/17]
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04/04/2017WRD00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the fiscal rules 
to which Ireland is subject have direct application through a number of EU regulations.  Chang-
es to these regulations would have to follow the normal EU approach starting with a proposal 
from the Commission before consideration by Member States and the European Parliament.

The issue of facilitating greater flexibility in the application of the fiscal rules has received 
significant focus at European level and framed discussions on the establishment of the struc-
tural and investment clauses, which were codified by the Commission in November 2015.  Spe-
cifically these provisions allow for temporary deviations from the required structural budgetary 
adjustment, subject to strict conditions.

The harmonised methodology for calculating the economic cycle used in the implementa-
tion of the SGP remains an area with limitations within the fiscal rules.  My Department has 
secured useful changes to this methodology over the years by consistently raising concerns and 
objections at European level.  These changes have partially compensated for the reality that the 
harmonised methodology is not suitable for small open economies.  My Department continues 
to advocate for improvements in the harmonised methodology and will continue to engage con-
structively on this and other relevant technical issues.

The fiscal rules are designed to promote budgetary discipline and underpin sustainable eco-
nomic growth.  While Ireland’s economy is growing and debt is on a downward trajectory, 
the debt level is still comparably high and caution must be exercised due to the potential of 
rollover risk should interest rates increase.  We are a small and very open economy in a world 
that has more risks than usual.  Compliance with the fiscal rules underpins the Government’s 
objective of maintaining sound public finances.

In addition, I announced, in Budget 2017, a lower debt target of 45 per cent of GDP that 
should be achieved in the mid-to-late 2020s.  This will help to provide an additional fiscal 
‘shock absorber’ capacity to the public finances to help deal with shocks to the economy, in-
cluding the impact of Brexit.  This will complement the contingency or ‘rainy day’ fund to be 
established following the achievement of a balanced budget in 2018 which will help provide a 
further counter-cyclical buffer.

04/04/2017WRD00700Mortgage Arrears Proposals

04/04/2017WRD0080082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he will engage with the 
Central Bank with a view to the introduction of a statutory code of conduct to be operated by 
lenders and borrowers to give particular recognition to the status of those borrowers that have 
continued to the best of their ability to make payments in respect of family home mortgages, 
with a view to minimising the extent of family home repossessions while avoiding moral haz-
ard but reducing the incidents of homelessness arising from the current policies as pursued by 
some lenders including unregulated third parties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16428/17]

04/04/2017WRD00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the Code 
of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) sets out statutory requirements for mortgage lenders 
and credit servicing firms dealing with borrowers in or facing arrears on the mortgage loan se-
cured by their primary residence.  Lenders may only commence legal proceedings for reposses-
sion of the borrower’s primary residence after it follows a number of steps, including making 
every reasonable effort under the CCMA to agree an alternative restructure arrangement (ARA) 
with the borrower.



Questions - Written Answers

150

The CCMA recognises that it is in the interests of borrowers and lenders to address financial 
difficulties as speedily, effectively and sympathetically as circumstances allow.  The Central 
Bank has the power to administer sanctions for a contravention of the CCMA under Part IIIC 
of the Central Bank Act 1942.

Last year I wrote to the Governor of the Central Bank to request that an assessment be un-
dertaken of the range of available sustainable restructure solutions offered by banks and non-
bank entities.  The Central Bank completed its assessment and their report is published on the 
Department of Finance website.  The assessment finds a comprehensive range of available re-
structuring solutions being offered and delivered by both bank and non-bank entities and notes 
considerable progress in addressing mortgage arrears since the peak.

The Deputy will also be aware of many other Government initiatives aimed at resolving the 
mortgage arrears issue, including:

- personal insolvency legislation and the Court review of personal insolvency arrangements 
(PIAs), which include the primary dwelling, that have been rejected by a majority of creditors;

- overhaul of bankruptcy rules;

- establishment of a mortgage-to-rent scheme;

- making available to indebted borrowers free access to professional advice about mortgage 
resolution options the Abhaile Scheme.

Finally Mortgage Arrears and Restructures Data released by the Central Bank on 16 March 
showed that to end-Q4 2016, the number of Principal Dwelling House (PDH) mortgage ac-
counts in arrears has declined for the past fourteen quarters.  Almost 121,000 PDH accounts 
were also classified as restructured, of which 87% were reported to be meeting the terms of their 
arrangement.

04/04/2017WRD01000Financial Services Sector

04/04/2017WRD0110083. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he has discussed at a recent 
European Council meeting or at any bilateral he attended concerns that Ireland has regarding 
creeping regulatory arbitrage by other EU countries in trying to win business from the financial 
services in the City of London; the actions being taken in order to attract jobs from there; and 
his views on present infrastructure. [15139/17]

04/04/2017WRD01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset, I would like to state that I 
have not discussed regulatory arbitrage at any meeting that I have attended and the topic has not 
been on the agenda of any meeting of EU Finance Ministers.  I also understand from the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach that regulatory arbitrage has not been discussed at the European Council, 
nor has it been on the agenda of any of the Taoiseach’s bilaterals with fellow EU leaders.

In his role as Minister of State for Financial Services, my colleague Eoghan Murphy moni-
tors developments as they impact on the international financial services (IFS) sector.  Arising 
from this role, a range of IFS-related issues were discussed in a meeting with Commission Vice 
President Dombrovskis, including ensuring that there is consistency across EU Member States 
in the application of European and Member State regulatory standards for financial servic-
es.  Minister of State Murphy raised these issues with the Vice President in the overall context 
of potential stability risk to the European financial system.  I understand that it was also men-
tioned that there were concerns about an apparent impression about some Member States ap-
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plying less than full regulations to financial services activities that were considering relocating 
from London.  It has to be clarified that these were concerns rather than “complaints” per se and 
they echo the sentiments of some other Member States.  In fact, the Chairpersons of the Euro-
pean Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) and the European Insurance and Occupational 
Pensions Authority (EIOPA) also voiced similar sentiments recently.

In general terms, the Government will continue, through IDA Ireland, to promote the attrac-
tiveness of Ireland as a location of choice for financial service firms that are considering moving 
out of London or those firms not currently based in Europe that are considering a move into the 
EU after a UK Brexit.  Both Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland are in close contact with their 
clients on the challenges and opportunities that Brexit presents.  We will, for example, continue 
to implement our clear strategy for driving growth in the financial services sector and we will 
maximise any opportunities that might arise.

Ireland has a successful track record of competing for, and winning, global foreign direct 
investment.  One of the key pillars of that success is the growth of the International Financial 
Services Sector, in particular over the past 30 years.  The continued successful development of 
the financial services sector in Ireland is a priority for the Government.

In March of 2015, the Government launched the lFS2020 Strategy, a whole-of-Government 
approach to further driving the growth and development of the IFS sector in Ireland.  The 
IFS2020 Strategy represents a clear and coherent plan for driving further growth in the IFS 
sector.  The Strategy, led by a specifically appointed Minister of State for Financial Services is 
supported by all relevant public and private sector stakeholders.

In terms of the vision underpinning the Strategy, we want Ireland to be recognised as a glob-
al location of choice for specialised international financial services, building on our strengths in 
talent, technology, innovation and excellent client service while also focusing on capturing on 
new opportunities in a changing market and embracing the highest forms of governance.

The IFS2020 Strategy combines long-term strategic thinking with the flexible tools to react 
to any domestic and international developments occurring over the period, including Brexit.  
The Strategy, through a series of annual Action Plans over its life, provides a clear framework 
to maximise any opportunities that might arise from Brexit.  The annual Action Plans enable 
a tailored response to deal with these challenges and opportunities as they arise.  The IFS2020 
Action Plan for 2017 was developed in close consultation with all IFS stakeholders.  It was 
launched at the European Financial Forum in Dublin Castle January of 2017 by Minister of 
State Murphy.  The 2017 Action Plan places a strong focus on Brexit and it underpins the Ac-
tion Plan for 2017 while also featuring within the suite of 40 individual measures to be actioned 
in 2017.

Since the UK EU referendum of last June, Minister of State Murphy has undertaken a sig-
nificant number of visits overseas to promote Ireland as a destination of choice for financial 
services investment.  Opportunities in the IFS sector in Ireland were also strongly reflected 
in the key messages from all Government Ministers during the Saint Patrick’s Day overseas 
programme of engagements and these will be followed-up in due course by IDA Ireland and 
Enterprise Ireland.

An IFS2020 Communications sub-group consisting of relevant Government Departments 
and State Agencies has been established to develop and promote messaging on Ireland as a 
location for financial services.  This Communications sub-group continues to work both with 
private and public stakeholders to ensure that there is consistent messaging on Ireland’s IFS 
offering.



Questions - Written Answers

152

In regard to infrastructure capacity, there is a strong pipeline of commercial property solu-
tions coming to the market in Dublin.  There is currently about 3.5 million square foot of com-
mercial office stock under construction with about a further 1 million square foot under refur-
bishment.  There is approximately a further 5 million square foot of commercial office space 
with full planning permission for future developments within the greater Dublin area, along 
with competitive property solutions coming on stream throughout the regions.

The Government’s Housing Strategy aims to boost housing supply by at least 25,000 per 
annum by 2020.  NAMA has become an active funder of the housing market and plans to build 
more than 20,000 new homes.  The Strategy also includes an investment of €200 million to 
support the development of large sites and measures to speed up the planning process for larger 
developments.

We have good air connections with the rest of the world especially Europe and, of course, 
the very large number of flights to and from London and the wider UK.  Specifically, Dublin 
Airport offers direct flights to almost all of the major North American financial centres in addi-
tion to flights to Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Istanbul and (from this year) Doha with extensive onward 
connections to Asia.  Shannon airport offers direct flights year round to Boston and New York 
(JFK and Newark).

International schooling is available in Ireland.  This international schooling includes inter-
national Baccalaureate education.  One of the measures in the 2017 Action Plan is that relevant 
Departments and agencies will continue to monitor the provision of international schooling in 
Ireland.

  Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 47.

  Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 66.

04/04/2017WRD01500Eurozone Issues

04/04/2017WRD0160086. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his views as to whether recent 
comments by the chair of the eurozone finance Ministers, Jeroen Dijsselbloem, that certain 
eurozone member states spent their money on liquor and women were a reference to countries 
such as Ireland that were in a troika bailout programme; if so, if he contested these comments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16373/17]

04/04/2017WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In an interview with Germany’s Frank-
furter Allgemeine Zeitung on March 20th 2017, Mr Dijsselbloem, President of the Euro-
group, was cited as saying “that wealthier northern European countries had showed solidarity 
with the south during the euro zone crisis by giving them financial aid.  But whoever demands 
it, also has obligations.  I can’t spend all my money on liquor and women and then ask you for 
your support.  This principle holds at personal ... and even European levels.”

The Dutch Finance Minister did not mention any European Member States specifically; 
however, his comments to Germany’s Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung have been negatively 
interpreted in some quarters.

I understand that a spokesperson for Mr Dijsselbloem said on Wednesday (21 March 2017) 
that he was not referring to any country or group of countries and that “His message is meant 
for all eurozone countries.  Solidarity comes with obligations.”  Mr Dijsselbloem has since ex-
pressed regret that his remarks have caused offence.
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It is my view that the comments attributed to Mr Dijsselbloem, and their subsequent inter-
pretation, are matters for Mr Dijsselbloem to address.  I have no further comment to make on 
the matter.

  Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 69.

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 61.

04/04/2017WRD02000Motor Insurance

04/04/2017WRD0210089. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the implemen-
tation of the motor insurance compensation framework announced by his Department in July 
2016. [16415/17]

04/04/2017WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Report of the Review of the Frame-
work for Motor Insurance Compensation in Ireland was published on 22 July 2016.  This re-
view was carried out jointly by the Department of Finance and the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport and was approved by Government on 19 July 2016.  The Report sets out an 
assessment of the current framework and makes recommendations to provide certainty regard-
ing the future regime.

The key recommendations contained in the report are:

- That coverage of the Insurance Compensation Fund will be extended to include third party 
motor insurance claims in the event of a liquidation of an insurer.

- The level of cover from the Insurance Compensation Fund for third party motor insurance 
claims will be increased from 65% to 100% in line with that currently provided by the Motor 
Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland.

- The increased coverage of the Insurance Compensation Fund will be funded by a direct 
contribution to the Insurance Compensation Fund from the motor insurance industry via the 
Motor Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland, to the value of 35% of the third party motor insurance claims.

Work is underway on the implementation of the report’s recommendations, including the 
drafting of amendments to the Insurance Acts.  As part of this process my Department has con-
sulted with the relevant stakeholders.  In particular there have been discussions with industry 
about options for alternative funding arrangements which would provide greater predictability 
about their financial exposure.

It is expected that a legislative proposal will be brought to Government for approval in the 
coming months.

04/04/2017WRD02300Economic Growth

04/04/2017WRD0240090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
remains satisfied regarding the ongoing progress of economic recovery; if he has identified 
particular issues requiring further attention; if he has satisfied himself that the economy remains 
well placed to maximise its potential, including job creation in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16427/17]

04/04/2017WRD02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In general, recent indicators have been 
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very positive, indicating that the economic recovery is continuing at a robust pace.  The pre-
liminary estimate for full-year GDP growth in 2016 is 5.2 per cent based on National Accounts 
data for the fourth quarter of the year.

Importantly, domestic demand made a strong positive contribution to growth in 2016 with 
consumption increasing by 3.0 per cent in 2016.  This is crucial as domestic sectors are both 
jobs-rich and tax-rich.  What’s more, the exporting sector appears to be holding up reasonably 
well despite the weakness in sterling.

The economic recovery is perhaps most clearly evident in the labour market where we have 
now had seventeen successive quarters of employment growth.  Employment in the fourth quar-
ter of 2016 increased by 3.3 per cent year-on-year, equivalent to 65,100 new jobs.  The number 
of people in employment has exceeded the 2 million mark since Q2 2016 and is now at its high-
est level since Q4 2008.  Encouragingly, the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate fell to 6.6 
per cent in February, down from a peak of over 15 per cent in 2012.

However, there are several sources of uncertainty which could negatively impact on the 
economic outlook.  In particular, the UK’s decision to leave the EU has added to concerns about 
the international outlook while the change in policy direction by the new US administration has 
also added to concerns about the international economy.  Weaker than expected trading partner 
growth would negatively impact on Irish growth through reduced exports.

This uncertainty highlights the importance of prudent management of the public finances 
and of competitiveness-oriented policies that would help the Irish economy to weather any 
global economic downturn that may emerge.

In summary, I am confident that significant economic progress can be made in the years 
ahead.  However, this is critically contingent upon implementing appropriate polices and that is 
what the Government intends to do.

04/04/2017WRD02600NAMA Transactions

04/04/2017WRD0270091. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will commission an in-
dependent value-for-money review of NAMA’s sales processes to date and, pending its re-
port, direct that all NAMA sales be suspended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16433/17]

04/04/2017WRD02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I do not propose to commission the re-
view suggested by the Deputy.  NAMA is already subject to a substantial level of scrutiny from 
the Oireachtas and to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General, including the C&AG’s 
Section 226 review which I understand is currently underway.

Nor do I propose to take any action with regard to NAMA’s future sales activity.  As I 
pointed out during the debate on the PAC report into Project Eagle last week, there is a clear 
legal separation between the Minister for Finance and NAMA’s commercial operations.  I do 
not have the power to intervene in those operations.  Section 9 of the NAMA Act provides that 
NAMA is independent in the performance of its functions.  The NAMA legislation was delib-
erately crafted by the Oireachtas to ensure that NAMA could carry out its work without undue 
political interference and I, and indeed my predecessor, have always respected the intentions of 
the Oireachtas in that respect.

Clearly, from the outset, the Oireachtas took the view that political interference in NAMA’s 
independent commercial activities was highly undesirable as such interference would compro-
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mise its ability to obtain the best achievable return for the State.  NAMA was established to 
carry out a commercial mandate and it recruited the expertise that it needed to conduct its busi-
ness in a professional manner.

The decision of the Oireachtas in 2009 to allow NAMA to carry out its functions in an inde-
pendent manner has been vindicated by its strong performance since inception.  It has made ma-
jor progress in eliminating Irish taxpayers’ contingent liability of €30 billion which arose from 
the senior debt issued in order to acquire bank loan portfolios.  As of today, 95% of that senior 
debt has been redeemed and NAMA has indicated that it expects that all of it to be redeemed 
by the end of 2017.  NAMA also expects to redeem its subordinated debt by March 2020 and to 
produce a surplus currently estimated at €2.3 billion by the time it completes its work.

NAMA has also made a major contribution in driving the development of commercial and 
residential accommodation in the Dublin Docklands SDZ.  This will attract foreign direct in-
vestment into Ireland and will create a substantial number of jobs.

NAMA has made a significant contribution to social and economic development in other 
respects also and in particular in the area of social housing where it has worked closely with 
its debtors and receivers, with the Housing Agency, with local authorities and with Approved 
Housing Bodies to maximise the delivery of social housing.  It also established NARPs as an 
innovative model to expedite social housing delivery.  NARPS has significantly reduced the 
up-front capital costs for local authorities in the delivery to date of over 2,370 residential units 
for social housing.

NAMA also played a key role in the resolution of unfinished housing estates within the 
State.  In 2010 NAMA had exposure to 332 unfinished housing estates.  That has now reduced 
to 11 unfinished estates at this stage and they are expected to be resolved by end-2017.

I would also point out that NAMA is seeking to facilitate and fund the delivery of 20,000 
homes over the period from 2016 to 2020, subject to commercial viability.  Since 2014, NAMA 
funding has facilitated the delivery of 4,700 units by its debtors and receivers.

I have stated consistently that I support the work of NAMA and I have full confidence that 
the Board and management of NAMA are achieving their commercial mandate in accordance 
with the NAMA Act.

04/04/2017WRE00150Exports Data

04/04/2017WRE0020092. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the total number of Irish SMEs that export, 
broken down between goods and services, by country, in tabular form. [16233/17]

04/04/2017WRE00300Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
exact data requested by the Deputy is not available but some estimates can be made from the 
CSO’s Structural Business Statistics (SBS) surveys.  The annual Census of Industrial Produc-
tion, which is a component of SBS, is based on survey returns from a sample of about 2,000 
industrial enterprises, combined with estimates for other enterprises based on Revenue data.  
Similarly, the Annual Services Inquiry is based on survey returns from a sample of about 8,000 
service enterprises and combines this with Revenue data to give the overall estimates.

The sample returns from each of these two surveys give an indication of whether the enter-
prise is involved in exporting goods or services.  The export estimates relate only to industrial 
enterprises employing 3 or more persons and to services enterprises employing 20 or more per-
sons.  The following two tables show the number of SMEs in Ireland above those size thresh-
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olds in 2014 and the estimated percentage engaged in exporting and the respective figures for 
Irish-owned SMEs.

Table 1: Numbers of SMEs in Industry and Services, 2014

- Total Of  which: Irish-owned
Industrial SMEs with be-
tween 3 and 249 persons 
employed

5,164 4,806

Service SMEs with between 
20 and 249 persons em-
ployed

6,368 5,317

Table 2: Estimated percentage of SMEs in Industry and Services engaged in exporting 
(based on respondent sample returns), 2014

- Total Of which: Irish-owned
Industrial SMEs with be-
tween 3 and 249 persons 
employed

51.2% 47.9%

Service SMEs with between 
20 and 249 persons em-
ployed

27.4% 23.0%

Some information on the destination of exports is collected in the Census of Industrial Pro-
duction, but not in the Annual Services Inquiry.  This information indicates that an estimated 
49% of exports by industrial SMEs as measured by the Census of Industrial Production (com-
prises predominantly goods data with some Industrial services data) are to the UK, 29% to the 
Eurozone, 7% to the rest of the EU, 7% to the USA and 8% to the rest of the world.

04/04/2017WRE00350Cabinet Committee Meetings

04/04/2017WRE0040093. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the number of Cabinet committee meet-
ings he has attended since the start of 2017. [16403/17]

04/04/2017WRE00500The Taoiseach: I have chaired 15 Cabinet Committee meetings since the beginning of Jan-
uary.  The Cabinet Committees on Housing and on Health have met three times each; the Com-
mittees on Economy, Trade and Jobs and on Brexit twice each; and the Committees on Social 
Policy and Public Service Reform, on Justice Reform, on European Affairs, on Infrastructure, 
Environment and Climate Action, and on Arts, Irish and the Gaeltacht have each met once.

04/04/2017WRE00550Cabinet Committee Meetings

04/04/2017WRE0060094. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Econo-
my, Trade and Jobs last met and will next meet. [16404/17]

04/04/2017WRE00700The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on the Economy, Trade and Jobs last met on 27 
February 2017. The next Cabinet Committee on Economy, Trade and Jobs is scheduled to take 
place on 10 April 2017.
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04/04/2017WRE00750Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

04/04/2017WRE0080095. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his audience with the 
Pope in Rome on 24 March 2017. [16730/17]

04/04/2017WRE00900The Taoiseach: I attended an Audience with Pope Francis in the Vatican on the 24 March, 
along with other EU colleagues.

The Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni and European Parliament President Antonio 
Tajani spoke to Pope Francis on behalf of the EU.  Pope Francis then addressed our group, 
recalling the core values of the EU and outlining his hopes for the future direction of Europe.

04/04/2017WRE00950Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRE0100096. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Taoiseach the number of requests his Department 
received for material to be made available in Braille format in each of the years from 2014 to 
2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by his Department; the cost im-
plication; and the person or body which provided the translation service.  [16375/17]

04/04/2017WRE01100The Taoiseach: No requests were received in my Department for material to be made avail-
able in braille format in the years 2014 to 2016.

04/04/2017WRE01150Seanad Reform

04/04/2017WRE0120097. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Taoiseach the actions the Government has taken to reform 
Seanad Éireann; the results to date; and the timeline of when reform plans will be implemented. 
[16688/17]

04/04/2017WRE01300The Taoiseach: Several steps were taken by the previous Government in relation to Seanad 
reform as follows:

- Government proposals on Seanad Reform were submitted in February 2014 to the Leader 
of the Seanad for presentation to the Seanad CPP 

- In February 2014, the General Scheme of the Seanad Electoral (University Members) Bill 
was published for consultation

- The Working Group on Seanad Reform was established in December 2014 and its Report 
was published in April 2015 (the Manning Report) and the associated draft Bill and explanatory 
memorandum prepared for the Group are available on my Department’s website.   
  - Two debates were held in the Seanad on the Report, in May and July 2015

  - I held a meeting with Party Leaders in July 2015

We continue to progress this matter.  The Programme for Partnership Government commits 
to pursuing the implementation of the Manning Report as a priority.  

In response to a suggestion by Deputy Micheál Martin last year, I have indicated that, pro-
vided there is all-party support for the Manning Report, the Interim Implementation Body pro-
posed in the Report should be set up comprising members of all parties/groups in both the Dáil 
and the Seanad.  On foot of this, I wrote to party leaders, Dáil Groups and Seanad Groups seek-
ing agreement to the setting up of the Implementation Group and seeking nominees for same.  
This process is ongoing with a small number of nominees awaited.
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04/04/2017WRE01350Commercial Rates Valuation Process

04/04/2017WRE0140098. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she will provide a breakdown of the business categories covered under the revaluation 2017 
programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16185/17]

04/04/2017WRE01500134. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of businesses that are being revalued for the purposes of commercial rates in each of the 
nine local authorities currently undergoing systematic revaluation by the Valuation Office; and 
if she will provide a statistical breakdown showing the length of time in years that each business 
was last revalued, for example, the number of businesses that have not been revalued for three 
years, five years, ten years and so on. [16325/17]

04/04/2017WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 98 and 134 together.

The Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 provide for the valuation of all commercial and industrial 
property for rating purposes. The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the performance 
of his functions under the Acts and the making of valuations for rating is his sole responsibility. 
I, as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no role in decisions in this regard. Having a modern 
valuation base is very important for the levying of commercial rates on a fair and equitable ba-
sis across all economic sectors. This has been the policy of successive Governments for many 
years and is the express purpose of the National Revaluation Programme now being rolled out 
by the Valuation Office. The current phase of the national revaluation programme, known as 
“REVAL 2017” covers the revaluation of all rateable properties in counties Longford, Leitrim, 
Roscommon, Westmeath, Offaly, Kildare, Sligo, Carlow and Kilkenny, where a revaluation is 
being undertaken for the first time in over 150 years. The revaluation in these counties will be 
completed in September 2017 and will become effective for rating purposes from 2018 onwards 
and the programme will then be extended to other counties. The revaluation provisions in the 
Valuation Acts 2001-2015 provide for the revaluation of all rateable property within a rating 
authority area so as to reflect changes in values due to economic factors, differential movements 
in property values or other external factors such as infrastructural changes in the vicinity of a 
property and changes in the local business environment.

Revaluation is an important instrument in redressing historical anomalies in relation to com-
mercial rates for both urban and rural properties and between particular classes of property 
within a local authority area. Following revaluation there is a much closer and more uniform 
relationship between contemporary rental values of property and their commercial rates liabil-
ity. In essence, the exercise aims to ensure that each ratepayer bears a fair share of the rates 
burden relative to the modern rental value of the property that they occupy. In fact, the general 
outcome of the revaluations conducted to date by the Valuation Office has been that about 60% 
of ratepayers have had their liability for rates reduced following a revaluation and about 40% 
had an increase, a pattern which is most welcome and is expected to be replicated elsewhere as 
the programme advances.

The Valuation Act 2001 provides that all buildings and lands used or developed for any 
purpose are rateable. The basic premise under the Act is that all properties (including buildings) 
and all developed land are rateable unless expressly exempted under Schedule 4 to the Act. 
Included in the business category would be all commercial properties across the entire eco-
nomic spectrum and would typically include such entities as retail outlets; industrial units; of-
fice premises and property in the hospitality sector such as hotels and licensed premises which 
when taken together form the vast majority of commercial property liable for rates. On the other 
hand, Schedule 4 contains a list of property types which are exempt from rates such as domestic 
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residential premises; places of public religious worship; non-profit making educational institu-
tions; public healthcare property; agricultural land and farm buildings; and property occupied 
by charitable organisations. 

It is important to bear in mind that pending the revaluation of all commercial properties 
in a local authority area, revisions of the valuation of individual properties will continue to be 
carried out by the Valuation Office for which there is express provision in Part 6 of the Valu-
ation Act 2001 (as amended). The revision process, which is quite separate from the revalua-
tion programme, provides for the updating of valuations on the existing valuation list between 
revaluations so that new properties can be valued and added to the list, improved and extended 
properties can have their valuations updated, and properties that have demolished in whole or 
in part can have their valuations amended or struck out as appropriate.

The following Table sets out the number of properties currently undergoing revaluation 
in each of the nine rating authority areas. This is an estimated number as new properties are 
coming on-stream throughout the process and non-rateable properties are being removed from 
the valuation lists. As already indicated, this is the first general revaluation of all properties in 
each of the nine counties since the mid-nineteenth century. However, the valuation of some 
individual properties in each county would have been revised under Part 6 of the Act, as new 
properties were added to the valuation lists, existing properties extended or properties no longer 
rateable removed from the lists. I am advised by the Commissioner of Valuation that there is 
no requirement in the legislation for the categorisation of rateable properties by business sec-
tor and accordingly that information of the number of properties being revalued by business 
category is not available.

County Council Rating Authority Area Estimated Number of Properties Undergoing 
Revaluation

Carlow 2,000
Kildare 5,100
Kilkenny 3,000
Leitrim     970
Longford 1,450
Offaly 2,400
Roscommon 2,100
Sligo 2,200
Westmeath 2,970
Total 22,190

04/04/2017WRE01650Commercial Rates Valuation Process

04/04/2017WRE0170099. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the method associated with the revaluation 2017 programme or the way in which it is being 
carried out; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16186/17]

04/04/2017WRE01800100. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if consideration was given to the impact of upward only rent reviews when proceeding with the 
revaluation 2017 programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16189/17]

04/04/2017WRE01900105. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
has proposed plans to replace the current system of spend revaluation of properties across Ire-
land (details supplied); when a graded system rates calculation will be brought forward to deal 
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with these results; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16761/17]

04/04/2017WRE02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 99, 100 and 105 together.

The Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 provide for the valuation of all commercial and industrial 
property for rating purposes. The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the performance 
of his functions under the Acts and the making of valuations for rating is his sole responsibil-
ity. I, as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no role in decisions in this regard. Under Irish 
law there is a distinct separation of function between the valuation of rateable property and the 
setting and collection of commercial rates. The amount of rates payable by a ratepayer in any 
year is a product of the rateable valuation set by the Commissioner of Valuation, multiplied by 
the Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV) decided annually by the elected members of each local 
authority. 

Having a modern valuation base is very important for the levying of commercial rates on a 
fair and equitable basis across all economic sectors. This has been the policy of successive Gov-
ernments for many years and is the express purpose of the National Revaluation Programme 
now being rolled out by the Valuation Office. The current phase of the national revaluation 
programme, known as “REVAL 2017” covers the revaluation of all rateable properties in coun-
ties Longford, Leitrim, Roscommon, Westmeath, Offaly, Kildare, Sligo, Carlow and Kilkenny, 
where a revaluation is being undertaken for the first time in over 150 years. The revaluation 
in these counties will be completed in September 2017 and will become effective for rating 
purposes from 2018 onwards and the programme will then be extended to other counties. The 
revaluation provisions in the Valuation Acts 2001-2015 provide for the revaluation of all rate-
able property within a rating authority area so as to reflect changes in values due to economic 
factors, differential movements in property values or other external factors such as infrastruc-
tural changes in the vicinity of a property and changes in the local business environment.

Revaluation is an important instrument in redressing historical anomalies in relation to com-
mercial rates for both urban and rural properties and between particular classes of property 
within a local authority area. Following revaluation there is a much closer and more uniform 
relationship between contemporary rental values of property and their commercial rates liabil-
ity. In essence, the exercise aims to ensure that each ratepayer bears a fair share of the rates 
burden relative to the modern rental value of the property that they occupy. In fact, the general 
outcome of the revaluations conducted to date by the Valuation Office has been that about 60% 
of ratepayers have had their liability for rates reduced following a revaluation and about 40% 
had an increase, a pattern which is most welcome and is expected to be replicated elsewhere as 
the programme advances.

The basis of rateable valuation for all property currently being revalued as part of the Na-
tional Revaluation Programme is set out in Part 11 of the Valuation Act 2001. Section 48 pro-
vides that the method of determining a property’s value generally for revaluation purposes is 
“net annual value”. Net annual value is specifically defined as the rental value for which one 
year with another, the building might, in its actual state, be reasonably expected to let from year 
to year, on the assumption that the probable average annual cost of repairs, insurance and other 
expenses (if any) that would be necessary to maintain the property in that state, and all rates and 
other taxes in respect of the property, are borne by the tenant of the property. 

I am advised by the Commissioner of Valuation that in accordance with the above provi-
sions in the legislation, and in keeping with best practice internationally and well-established 
valuation principles and case law arising from the independent Valuation Tribunal and the high-
er courts, various methodologies may be used in estimating the net annual value of a rateable 
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property. The most common valuation methodology used during a revaluation is the “compara-
tive” method which employs direct comparison with other similar properties in the same rating 
area based on the rental evidence provided by occupiers to the Valuation Office or otherwise 
available to the Valuation Office. This method is used in relation to the valuation of retail prop-
erties, offices and industrial units. However, in some sectors of the business community, such as 
the hospitality sector, there may be few rental transactions and a paucity of direct comparative 
evidence of rental values. In these instances, what is known as the “receipts and expenditure” 
method of valuation is used where trading accounts are analysed to arrive at the rent which a 
hypothetical tenant might be reasonably expected to expend on leasing the property. Another 
method of valuation used from time to time in relation to specialist or unique properties, de-
pending on the particular circumstances and type of property involved, is the “contractor’s 
method” where the notional cost of construction, allowing for depreciation as appropriate, and 
the value of the site are used to arrive at the net annual value. There are no plans at this time to 
depart from the use of these standard valuation methodologies.

In calculating the net annual value of property being revalued under “REVAL 2017”, the 
Valuation Office uses rental information pertaining to the period around 30 October 2015, which 
is date by reference to which the value of every relevant property is determined in accordance 
with the Valuation Orders for the nine counties concerned. In this regard, I am advised that 
upward-only rent reviews were not a consideration in the analysis of rental transactions by the 
Valuation Office as upward-only rent review provisions in commercial leases were prohibited 
in leases entered into after 28 February 2010 which is the date that the provisions of Section 
132 of the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 came into force. Accordingly, it was 
no longer possible to use upward-only rents following enactment of that rent review legislation.

The general outcome of the revaluations conducted to date by the Valuation Office has been 
that about 60% of ratepayers have had their liability for rates reduced following a revaluation 
and about 40% had an increase and which is expected to be replicated elsewhere as the National 
Revaluation Programme advances. Regarding the suggestion that increases of up to 400% in 
the rates burden have occurred, while such a level of increase may have occurred in some very 
isolated cases, I am advised by the Valuation Office that increases of this magnitude would be a 
rarity with only a small number of properties having their valuations increased to such a level. 
Possible reasons for significant increase where they occur would be that the valuation of some 
of these properties had not been revised to take account of improvements, extensions, etc. for 
some considerable time or where the valuations were historically low in comparison with the 
general level of valuations on that valuation list. Additionally, some properties may have un-
dergone extensive refurbishment that was not reflected in the valuation immediately before the 
revaluation that is now in train. 

There is an extensive process to cater for ratepayers who are dissatisfied with the proposed 
valuations they receive from the Valuation Office. In this regard, a dissatisfied person can make 
representations to the Valuation Office within 40 days of the date of issue to them of the cer-
tificate of proposed valuation. The Valuation Office will consider the representations and may 
or may not change the proposed valuation depending on the circumstances of each individual 
property. If any ratepayer is still dissatisfied with the final valuation to be placed on their prop-
erty, they have a right to lodge a formal appeal to the Valuation Tribunal, which is an inde-
pendent statutory body established for the purpose of hearing appeals against decisions of the 
Commissioner of Valuation.

04/04/2017WRE02050Drugs Crime
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04/04/2017WRE02100101. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
provisions in place to tackle drug dealing in the midlands area generally and specifically in 
Counties Westmeath and Longford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16342/17]

04/04/2017WRE02200136. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
detail of the increase in drug-related crime in the midlands area in the past five years generally 
and specifically in Counties Westmeath and Longford; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16343/17]

04/04/2017WRE02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 101 and 136 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that it has not been possible to provide the data sought in the 
time available for reply. 

However, I have requested the Garda authorities to provide the requested information and I 
will write to the Deputy again when the report is available.

04/04/2017WRE02350Road Traffic Legislation

04/04/2017WRE02400102. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
steps she will take to reduce the incidence of learner drivers driving unaccompanied; if she is 
satisfied with the current capacity of An Garda Síochána to enforce this requirement; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16345/17]

04/04/2017WRE02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will be aware that road traffic legislation is the responsibility of the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport, Mr. Shane Ross, T.D.  Under this legislation, it is an offence for a learner 
permit holder to drive unaccompanied by a qualified person, for which the learner permit holder 
will be issued with a Fixed Charge Notice, which, on payment, will result in a minimum of 2 
penalty points increasing to 4 penalty points on conviction. 

There is a continuing problem with learner drivers who persist in driving unaccompanied 
despite this practice being illegal. Section 39 of the Road Traffic Act 2016 amends the Road 
Traffic Act 1961, making it an offence for the owner of a vehicle to allow their vehicle be driven 
by a learner driver driving unaccompanied. The section has yet to be commenced. The question 
of responsibility regarding owners who knowingly allow learners to drive their cars unaccom-
panied was highlighted during the passage of the 2016 Act through the Houses of the Oireach-
tas.  Minister Ross accepted an amendment proposed to the Bill by Deputy Munster with regard 
to unaccompanied learner drivers so that people who knowingly facilitate this offence can be 
prosecuted. Section 39 has yet to be commenced. 

The Deputy will appreciate that road traffic enforcement is an operational matter and, as 
such, is the responsibility of the Garda Commissioner. I am advised that An Garda Síochána’s 
Roads Policing Operations Plan 2017 incorporates a programme of high visibility road safety 
and enforcement operations, carried out in partnership with other state agencies. The focus of 
the Roads Policing Operations Plan for 2017 is on the most vulnerable road user categories, 
including learner permit holders. 

Garda operations specifically target road use behaviour known to contribute significantly to 
collisions, including speeding. Road traffic legislation is also enforced as part of the day to day 
duties of members of An Garda Síochána.  Both targeted and general methods of enforcement 
have a valuable role to play in An Garda Síochána’s enforcement programme, which targets 
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locations with a view to preventing the commission of offences, detecting errant motorists, 
changing their behaviour and ultimately reducing death and injuries on our roads. 

An Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 also sets out key 
strategic objectives for Roads Policing which will inform and guide An Garda Síochána’s Road 
Policing plans over the 5 years. The Deputy is no doubt aware of the significant investment in 
Garda resources currently underway. This investment is closely associated with delivery on the 
Modernisation and Renewal Programme.

04/04/2017WRE02550Commercial Rates

04/04/2017WRE02600103. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans to extend commercial rates to all bed and breakfasts and guest houses, including a com-
pany (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16472/17]

04/04/2017WRE02700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Com-
missioner of Valuation is independent in the exercise of his functions and I am advised by him 
that, as a general principle, it is the nature of the property (whether domestic premises, apart-
ment, hotel, apart-hotel, etc.) that determines its rateability rather than the medium or manner 
through which it is let, e.g. it is immaterial whether a property is rented by way of a short-term 
letting through a facilitation company such as that referred to by the Deputy or rented annually 
or through a longer-term letting arrangement. The Valuation Act 2001, as amended, provides 
that all buildings used or developed for any purpose are rateable unless expressly exempted 
under Schedule 4 to the Act. However, such exemptions specifically include any “domestic 
premises” except for apartments which may be rateable in certain limited circumstances speci-
fied in the Act. 

Arising from Schedule 4 to the Act, domestic premises which provide Bed and Breakfast 
type accommodation and/or lodgings are not rateable. Similarly, apartments that are used as 
domestic premises are not rateable. However, apartments which are used for the purposes of 
the trade of hotel-keeping (referred to as “apart-hotels” in the Act) are rateable. I have no plans 
at this time to make any changes to Schedule 4 to extend commercial rates to bed and breakfast 
establishments or to short-term lettings facilitated by the company referred to by the Deputy.

Under Section 27 of the Valuation Act 2001, as amended, an occupier of a property, a rating 
authority, an interest holder in a property or the occupier of any other property in that rating au-
thority area may apply in writing to the Commissioner of Valuation for a revision of valuation. 
Similarly, those parties can also apply to have a property entered on a valuation list. Any party 
dissatisfied with the outcome of such an application may appeal to the independent Valuation 
Tribunal. There is also a further right of appeal to the High Court and ultimately to the Supreme 
Court on a point of law. 

Once a property has been valued and entered on a valuation list, the calculation, collection 
and payment of rates is entirely a matter for the rating authority concerned.

04/04/2017WRE02750Sex Offenders Treatment Programme

04/04/2017WRE02800104. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount it costs the State annually since an institute (details supplied) closed down to treat or to 
offer treatment to adult child sex offenders; the number being treated abroad; the cost of same; 
and her views on whether it would be more effective to treat them at home or examine other 
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alternatives. [16538/17]

04/04/2017WRE02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is as-
sumed that this question refers to the treatment of convicted sex offenders under supervision 
by the Probation Service in the community.  In that case, the Probation Service had funded the 
institute cited in the Deputy’s question in respect of sex offender treatment services up to 2010.  
In 2012 the “Safer Lives” treatment programme commenced and this national programme is 
based in Dublin and Cork.  As explained below, the programme is facilitated through PACE, a 
Community Based Organisation which also operates the Foothold Floating Support Service and 
Circles of Support and Accountability (CoSA).

“Safer Lives” is a group-work treatment programme for sex offenders delivered on an inter-
disciplinary, co-facilitated model. The “Foothold Floating Support Service” provides intensive 
one-to-one support for men convicted of a sexual offence following release from custody.  It 
provides practical and emotional support and helps re-integration process.  CoSA consists of 
an inner circle made up of volunteers in the community offering support to a “core member” 
(sex offender) on a weekly basis for a specific period.  It is targeted at sex offenders within 
their community and provides them with assistance while holding them to account for future 
behaviour. 

€1.721m in funding is committed to the PACE organisation in 2017 which includes the 
services being provided under the three programmes i.e. “Safer Lives”, Foothold and CoSA.  
There is no information available to the Probation Service to the effect that any of these three 
programmes involve treatment abroad.

I should also mention that the Probation Service, in co-operation with An Garda Síochána, 
the Irish Prison Service, Tusla and local housing authorities work closely using the Sex Of-
fender Risk Assessment and Management model (SORAM ). Through SORAM, sex offenders 
are jointly supervised and managed in the community. This work is overseen nationally by a 
strategic co-located interagency team based in Harcourt Square.

       Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 99.

04/04/2017WRF00250Human Trafficking

04/04/2017WRF00300106. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the position regarding statistics with regard to human trafficking; the way in which these statis-
tics are obtained; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16023/17]

04/04/2017WRF00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Statistics 
with regard to human trafficking are collected by my Department from An Garda Síochána, and 
also from non-governmental organisations and international organisations in Ireland who have 
experience in providing services to suspected victims of human trafficking. 

The statistics are collated and checked across a number of variables, to avoid double-count-
ing, and are presented in annual reports issued by the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit of my 
Department. These reports, dating from 2009, together with other information on human traf-
ficking, are available on the website www.blueblindfold.gov.ie. The 2015 Annual Report has 
recently been finalised and will shortly be available online.
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04/04/2017WRF00450Family Reunification Applications

04/04/2017WRF00500107. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
a review will be undertaken and consideration given to the case of a person (details supplied); if 
the application for a family reunification visa will be granted; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16034/17]

04/04/2017WRF00600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
been informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that the 
person concerned has been informed of the decision in relation to their application for family 
reunification in the letters issued to the person on 5 July 2013 and 10 July 2015.  The permission 
for family members to join persons who have been admitted to the State as Programme Refu-
gees is a matter for the discretion of the Minister for Justice and Equality.  In exercising this 
discretion, and to ensure consistency of approach in processing applications for all refugees, the 
principles applicable to Section 18 of the Refugee Act 1996, (as amended) have been applied 
to applications received from Programme Refugees.  Section 18 of the Act does not provide for 
a review of these applications.  

As I understand the person referred to by the Deputy is now an Irish citizen it is open to her 
apply for family reunification under the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification, 
which is available on the INIS website, www.inis.gov.ie.

04/04/2017WRF00650Garda Deployment

04/04/2017WRF00700108. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of gardaí assigned to each station, division and department in the Dublin region; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16054/17]

04/04/2017WRF00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter. I am assured by the Commissioner that the allocation of Gardaí is continually 
monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including crime trends, demo-
graphics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to ensure optimal use 
is made of Garda human resources.  It is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate 
personnel within his or her Division.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. 

This plan is on track to be achieved. This year, funding has been provided for the recruit-
ment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform plan in 
train in An Garda Síochána. Funding has also been provided for the recruitment of 300 Garda 
Reserves.

I am advised that, since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, there has 
been a total intake of some 1,400 new recruits with another 600 scheduled to enter the College 
by the end of this year. I am informed by the Commissioner that some 839 recruits have attested 
as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide. I 
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am also informed that another 750 trainee Garda are scheduled to attest this year which will see 
Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around the 13,500 mark 
by year end - a net increase of 700 in the total Garda strength since recruitment recommenced. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical. The moratorium on recruitment introduced 
in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now 
rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs to 
allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda Division, including the 
Dublin Divisions, in the coming years.

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána. The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan. This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.    

I am informed by the Commissioner that as of the 28 February 2017, the latest date for 
which figures are available, the strength of each Garda Division, District and Station in the 
Dublin Region, was as set out in the following tables.

DMR East February 2017         
District Station Total
Blackrock Blackrock    90

Dundrum              84
Total: 174

Dun Laoghaire Cabinteely         32
Dun Laoghaire       117
Shankill             60
Total: 209
DMR East Total:            383

DMR North February 2017
District Station Total
Balbriggan Balbriggan           67

Garristown           2
Lusk                 10
Skerries            9
Total: 88

Ballymun Ballymun             124
Dublin Airport       20
Santry               78
Total: 222

Coolock Coolock              106
Malahide             30
Swords               72
Total: 208

Raheny Clontarf             67
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DMR North February 2017
Howth                26
Raheny               74
Total: 167
DMR North Total:          685

DMR North Central February 2017
District Station Total
Bridewell Bridewell            162
Total: 162
Fitzgibbon Street Mountjoy            190
Total: 190
Store Street Immigration D/Docks 3

Store Street        265
Total: 268
DMR North Central Total:    620

DMR South February 2017        
District Station Total
Crumlin Crumlin              103

Sundrive Road        59
Total: 162

Tallaght Rathfarnham         63
Tallaght             186

Total: 249
Terenure Rathmines            64

Terenure             78
Total: 142
DMR South Total:          553

DMR South Central February 2017
District Station Total

Donnybrook           107
Irishtown            49
Total: 156

Kevin Street Kevin Street         121
Kilmainham           72
Total: 193

Pearse Street Pearse Street        290
Total: 290

DMR South Central Total: 639

DMR West February 2017
District Station Total
Blanchardstown Blanchardstown       148

Cabra                62
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DMR West February 2017
Finglas              108
Total: 318

Clondalkin Ballyfermot          85
Clondalkin           90
Rathcoole           18
Total: 193

Lucan Lucan                74
Ronanstown           97
Total: 171
DMR West Total:      682

04/04/2017WRF00850Garda Equipment

04/04/2017WRF00900109. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of Garda vehicles assigned to each station, division and department in the Dublin region; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16055/17]

04/04/2017WRF01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, including personnel and vehicles, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, 
have no direct role in the matter.

I am advised by the Garda Authorities that Garda Fleet information for DMR Region as at 
3 April 2017 is in the following table:

- Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4X4 Others Total

Marked Unmarked
D.M.R. RE-
GION

166 218 103 45 13 17 562

DMR EAST 
DIVISION

26 12 11 3 2 1 55

DMR NORTH  
DIVISION

35 45 31 1 1 3 116

DMR NORTH 
CENTRAL 
DIVISION

20 35 9 4 3 2 73

DMR SOUTH  
DIVISION

26 38 16 1 2 2 85

DMR SOUTH 
CENTRAL 
DIVISION

19 23 15 2 1 1 61

DMR TRAF-
FIC  DIVI-
SION

9 8 3 31 3 1 55

DMR WEST 
DIVISION

31 57 18 3 1 7 117

The responsibility for the efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is 
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assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between Stations as required by 
operational requirements.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides a sig-
nificant investment of some €46 million in the Garda Fleet to ensure that An Garda Síochána 
has a modern, effective and fit for purpose fleet. 

The investment in the Garda fleet will continue to provide An Garda Síochána with addi-
tional high-powered vehicles, marked and unmarked patrol cars, and motorcycles to ensure that 
Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and 
tackle crime.   

04/04/2017WRF01050Garda Data

04/04/2017WRF01100110. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of gardaí who were stationed in Stepaside Garda station in each of the five years prior to its 
closing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16056/17]

04/04/2017WRF01200111. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of Garda vehicles that were assigned to Stepaside Garda station in each of the five years 
prior to its closing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16057/17]

04/04/2017WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 110 and 111 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution 
of resources, including personnel and vehicles, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as 
Minister, have no direct role in these matters. 

The Deputy will be aware that Stepaside Garda Station was located in the DMR East Di-
vision and was closed in 2013 as part of the Garda District and Station Rationalisation Pro-
gramme which was implemented during 2012 and 2013.  

Details of Garda personnel allocated to the station for the period requested by the Deputy 
are set out in Table A. 

The Fleet Strength for the DMR East Division for the years 2009 to 2013 are set out in Table 
B.  The responsibility for the efficient deployment of all official Garda vehicles in each Division 
is assigned to the Divisional Officer who can allocate vehicles between Stations as required by 
operational requirements.  

TABLE A

Number of Garda personnel allocated to Stepaside Garda Station 2009 – 2013
Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 Up to March 

2013
Total 32 31 29 39 2
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TABLE B

Number of Garda vehicles allocated to DMR East Division 2009 - 2013

- CARS VANS M/
BIKES

4X4 Others -

Marked Unmarked Total
2009 17 23 10 6 1 0 57
2010 18 18 10 8 1 0 55
2011 15 18 10 8 1 0 52
2012 17 18 10 5 1 1 52
2013 15 18 12 3 1 1 50

04/04/2017WRF01350Crime Data

04/04/2017WRF01400112. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of persons who have been arrested for dealing tablets since January 2017; the 
number charged; and the number before the court in the Dublin metropolitan region and outside 
it. [16060/17]

04/04/2017WRF01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that it has not been possible to provide the data sought in the time available 
for reply. 

However, I have requested the Garda authorities to provide the requested information and I 
will write to the Deputy again when the report is available.

04/04/2017WRF01550Road Traffic Offences Data

04/04/2017WRF01600113. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the date 
on which the Medical Bureau of Road Safety notified An Garda Síochána of discrepancies 
between its figures for breath tests performed and Garda figures; the person or body within An 
Garda Síochána this information was passed to; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16068/17]

04/04/2017WRF01700115. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of drink driving tests carried out between 2012 and 2016, in addition to the previously 
reported figures for such testing, by year and Garda district, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16070/17]

04/04/2017WRF01800116. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the in-
volvement of the Garda traffic corps in the false tabulation of the figures that have emerged with 
regard to the controversy over breath test statistics and fixed notice fines. [16112/17]

04/04/2017WRF01900117. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the de-
tail of the figures related to the roadside breath testing issue and the fixed notice fines from each 
Garda division, on a regional basis, in tabular form. [16113/17]

04/04/2017WRF02000119. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason the Garda Commissioner failed to inform the Policing Authority of the emerging cir-



4 April 2017

171

cumstances since 2014 surrounding the system for recording roadside breath tests. [16115/17]

04/04/2017WRF02100120. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the way 
in which An Garda Síochána discovered the discrepancies in the figures for roadside breath 
tests. [16116/17]

04/04/2017WRF02200121. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the cost 
to the State of the administrative errors on the part of An Garda Síochána with regard to the is-
suing of 14,700 fixed notice fines. [16117/17]

04/04/2017WRF02300123. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
or her officials received correspondence, communications or information from An Garda Sío-
chána concerning the eventual discovery of inflated breath test results; and the chronology of 
these communications. [16119/17]

04/04/2017WRF02400124. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
solutions An Garda Síochána arrived at to resolve the problems that emerged through the audit 
of the roadside breath tests. [16120/17]

04/04/2017WRF02500125. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the de-
tails of the underlying problem and the way in which An Garda Síochána arrived at the solution 
to the problem of the recording of roadside breath testing, in view of the fact that a solution was 
implemented in November 2016. [16121/17]

04/04/2017WRF02600142. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of mandatory alcohol testing, MAT, checkpoints and breath tests respectively in 
each division in each of the years from 2011 to 2016; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16594/17]

04/04/2017WRF02700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 113, 115 to 117, inclusive, 119 to 121, inclusive, 123 to 125, inclusive, 
and 142 together.

The Deputies will be aware that on 28 March 2017 I made a detailed statement to the House 
on these matters and endeavoured to answer a range of questions which were put to me.

I can inform the Deputies that since then I have written to the Chairperson of the Policing 
Authority in accordance with section 62O(6) of the Garda Síochána Act, 2005 (as amended) to 
report to me on its oversight of the issues which have arisen in relation to fixed charge notices 
and mandatory alcohol testing over the coming period.  In particular, I requested that an inves-
tigation should be conducted to examine all issues arising, addressing to the extent possible 
the reasons why the issues have arisen; the incidence and scale of the issues; and the solutions 
implemented to ensure there is no recurrence.  It is expected that the Authority will engage out-
side expertise to carry out this work.

Deputies will appreciate that I need to await the conclusion of the Authority’s work in this 
area before I can give a comprehensive and verified response to some of the issues raised in 
these Questions.

An anonymous complaint was made by a person claiming to be a member of the Garda re-
serve in the Western Region to the Road Safety Authority (RSA), outlining a number of issues 
which included the operation of Mandatory Alcohol Testing (MAT) checkpoints. 

The RSA forwarded the correspondence to the (then) Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, who wrote to the Garda Commissioner in April 2014. He copied the correspondence and 
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the letter to the Commissioner to Minister Shatter on 11 April, 2014. Minister Shatter wrote to 
the Garda Commissioner on 16 April, 2014 seeking a full report on the findings of an examina-
tion of the allegations.

An Garda Síochána indicated in a detailed response to my Department in May 2014 that 
they had looked into the claims regarding MAT checkpoints in the Western Region and they 
were satisfied that correct procedures were in place to account for MAT checkpoints that ulti-
mately did go ahead and those which did not proceed. The response was general in nature.

The report indicated that further enquiries were to be conducted, and accordingly the Garda 
Commissioner was asked by my Department on 18 August, 2014 for an update on this matter. 
A further Garda report on 8 January, 2015 indicated that it was not possible to consult with the 
author as they had not been identified and that, given the circumstances, the matter could not 
be progressed.

Following a submission of these reports to me on 21 January 2015, a letter issued to the 
Garda Commissioner at my request, asking that the Commissioner consider whether there was 
scope for issuing any further instructions from Garda management re day-to-day operations in 
relation to MAT within An Garda Síochána.

In response to that letter, a further Garda memo was received dated 2 March 2015. It indi-
cated that the Assistant Commissioner Traffic had been directed to issue an instruction regard-
ing monitoring the mechanisms in place surrounding the operation of MAT checkpoints. 

On 10 June 2016, An Garda Síochána notified my Department that, following an audit of the 
Southern Region in respect of data from the period 2009-2014, discrepancies had been identi-
fied in the breath test data held by An Garda Síochána on the PULSE system and, consequently, 
in the data published on the Garda website. That same month, An Garda Síochána directed that 
a National Audit should take place of all the data recorded on the Garda PULSE system relating 
to the number of roadside breath tests conducted at MATs in each Garda Division. This audit 
covered the period 1 January 2009 to 30 June 2016. A notice to this effect was published on An 
Garda Síochána’s website in June 2016. In February this year, An Garda Síochána indicated to 
my Department that the full results of the breath test statistics’ audit would be available by the 
end of Quarter 2 2017. 

As regards An Garda Síochána’s communication of the concerns surrounding the system for 
recording roadside breath tests to the Policing Authority, I would refer the Deputies to An Garda 
Síochána’s public comments on this matter. 

Insofar as the issues concerning Fixed Charge Notices (FCNs) are concerned, my Depart-
ment was first made aware of a number of errors relating to the Fixed Charge Processing Sys-
tem (FCPS) on 10 June 2016. In a press statement issued on the same date, An Garda Síochána 
confirmed that it had commenced a review of prosecutions in relation to all fixed charge of-
fences. The letter from An Garda Síochána in June 2016 indicated that a number of steps had 
been taken by them to ensure that no further summonses could be issued in error. They had is-
sued an instruction to the Garda Information Services Centre not to issue any more summonses 
for not having an NCT certificate and an instruction to all members to (i) withdraw any pros-
ecutions based on summonses which issued where a fixed charge notice should have issued, 
or where one had already issued and had been paid and (ii) refamiliarise themselves with the 
FCPS Policy and Procedures manual. They indicated that they were working on a short term IT 
fix which would be ready within four weeks to ensure that a reoccurrence could not occur and 
were developing a long term IT solution which would be ready for a PULSE release towards the 
end of 2016. They also indicated in the letter that in order to establish the extent of the situation, 
each District Officer had been asked to supply additional information and that the extent of the 
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issue would not be known until that additional information had been received.

An Garda Síochána subsequently provided a further update to my Department on 14 March 
2017 in relation to its review of the errors surrounding fixed charge notices. The letter indicated 
that the review of all summonses issued in respect of fixed charge notices for the period 1 Janu-
ary 2014 to 27 May 2016 had been completed and that, following consultation with the Office 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions, a review of all such summonses dating back to the intro-
duction of fixed charge notices in 2006 was under way.

As the Deputy is aware, the full statistics in relation to the FCN review for the period dating 
back to 2006 were presented by An Garda Síochána at its press conference on 23 March 2017. 
In addition, An Garda Síochána also presented at that press conference, for the first time, the 
figures in relation to the huge disparity between the number of breath tests conducted at MAT 
checkpoints as per PULSE records, compared to the number of test kits used. The Deputy will 
appreciate that no further statistics / statistical breakdowns in relation to either issue are avail-
able at present.

The Deputy will be aware that An Garda Síochána has confirmed that it has put solutions in 
place to deal with the procedural and practice issues that have been detected to ensure that such 
errors do not recur. Specifically, I have been assured by An Garda Síochána that a permanent 
and comprehensive IT solution is now in place to cover the majority of FCPS issues identified 
and An Garda Síochána is satisfied that the errors that occurred cannot be repeated. In the case 
of breath tests / Mandatory Alcohol Testing, I am informed that An Garda Síochána initially put 
in place new paper based recording and verification processes, and, in November 2016, a new 
specific data recording IT upgrade was installed on the Garda PULSE system. The net effect 
of the new IT upgrade was that personnel now have to record the serial number of the device 
used for each breath test plus the meter reading before and after the checkpoint was concluded.  
Data from the device is now used to verify the total number of breath tests conducted at each 
checkpoint.

Insofar as the 14,700 people convicted of road traffic offences in court following the incor-
rect issuing of a summons are concerned, An Garda Síochána has indicated that it is establish-
ing a dedicated support helpline for members of the public with queries in relation to their case. 
An Garda Síochána is also writing to all affected members of the public, explaining what has 
happened and outlining the solution to rectify the situation. An Garda Síochána has indicated 
that it has been advised by the Director of Public Prosecutions and Courts Service that these 
14,700 cases must be brought back before the Courts at Circuit Court level with a view to re-
questing that the erroneous convictions can be set aside. An Garda Síochána has established 
a dedicated team to this end and is liaising with the Court Services to expedite this process. 
As such, members of the public affected by the road traffic enforcement errors referred to are 
requested to await the aforementioned correspondence from An Garda Síochána which will 
provide further clarification on the matter. 

The Deputy will appreciate that it is unclear at this stage what the total cost to the State of 
the incorrect issuing of summonses to 14,700 people by An Garda Síochána will amount to, as 
the level of penalties imposed on the people convicted on foot of a summons issued to them 
arising from an erroneous procedure is not yet known. Many persons convicted (correctly) for 
a number of offences may have had the offences arising from the erroneous procedure simply 
taken into consideration, with no additional penalty being imposed. However, persons who 
were fined, following a conviction for an offence that they should not have received a summons 
for, will have to be repaid. It is not possible at this stage to estimate the potential cost. I have 
already outlined that An Garda Síochána is actively engaging with the Courts Service in rela-
tion to progressing these important matters.
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The Deputies will be aware that in addition to outlining the issues, how they had come to 
light, and the remedial steps taken so far, at her press conference on 27 March 2017 the Com-
missioner:

- announced the restructuring of traffic policing with the creation of a new Roads Policing 
Unit to be led by Assistant Commissioner Mick Finn;

- announced the creation of a dedicated team under newly appointed Assistant Commis-
sioner Michael O’Sullivan to investigate in detail the MATs issue, including with a view to 
identifying and holding responsible for their actions any Garda members, whether at junior, 
supervisory or management level, who acted improperly; and

- committed to forwarding the report of this investigation to the Policing Authority and De-
partment of Justice and Equality when completed.

Assistant Commissioner Finn outlined new arrangements agreed with the Medical Bureau 
on Roads Safety (MBRS) to the effect that body would supply An Garda Síochána with its data 
on breath-testing devices on a quarterly basis, in order to ensure an independent benchmark 
against which Garda data can be measured.  The MBRS will shortly be tendering for new breath 
testing equipment.  New equipment which is available in the market place has the capacity to 
record the time, GPS location and number of persons breath-tested, and has the capacity to 
download the information automatically reducing the chances of errors occurring in the data.

Insofar as other specific information has been sought by Deputies it has not be possible to 
compile this in the time available but I am seeking this information from the Garda authorities 
and will communicate further with the Deputies.

In light of the level of public concern, the Government has today approved the commence-
ment of a process to establish a Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland.  The Govern-
ment has reaffirmed the need for the extensive reform programme already underway within An 
Garda Síochána to continue, and to ensure the work of the oversight bodies is not impeded by 
the establishment of a Commission.  I set out in my statement earlier today some of the issues 
that I believe should be addressed.  Drafting of the Terms of Reference will involve consultation 
with opposition parties and relevant statutory bodies including the Policing Authority, the Gar-
da Síochána Ombudsman and the Garda Inspectorate and I intend to begin these consultations 
immediately.  Once this consultation process has been completed, I will return to Government 
with proposals for the establishment of the Commission and draft terms of reference.

04/04/2017WRF02750Citizenship Status

04/04/2017WRF02800114. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
in view of the referendum result in June 2016 and the triggering of Article 50 for Brexit the 
status of foreign nationals residing permanently in Northern Ireland whose children were born 
on the island of Ireland and are citizens; if it is the case that even though these children qualify 
for Irish citizenship their parents will be treated differently; and if the same citizenship rights 
apply to foreign nationals who reside in Northern Ireland as to foreign nationals who reside 
here. [16069/17]

04/04/2017WRF02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, sets out the law governing citizenship of 
Ireland.  The Act distinguishes between the entitlement to citizenship by birth and descent and 
to the acquisition of citizenship through the naturalisation process.
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In relation to citizenship through birth in the island of Ireland, where a child is born to non-
nationals the Act specifies certain residence requirements to be met immediately preceding the 
birth of the child.  Citizenship through the naturalisation process on the other hand is based, 
among other things, on the individual having the required lawful residence in the jurisdiction 
of this State.  The Act requires a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State imme-
diately before the date of application for naturalisation and, during the eight years immediately 
preceding that period, have had a further total residence in the State amounting to four years.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nation-
ality and Citizenship Act.  Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation is avail-
able on the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration (INIS) website at www.inis.gov.ie.

The status of foreign nationals residing in Northern Ireland is solely a matter for the UK 
authorities, including where the person may have a child who is an Irish citizen.

Questions Nos. 115 to 117, inclusive, answered with Question No. 113.

04/04/2017WRG00104/04/2017WRG00200Road Traffic Offences Data

04/04/2017WRG00300118. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
step-by-step process and protocols involved from the moment a driver’s roadside breath test 
exceeds the legal limit. [16114/17]

04/04/2017WRG00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the process overview requested by 
the Deputy and I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of the Garda report.

  Questions Nos. 119 to 121, inclusive, answered with Question No. 113.

04/04/2017WRG00600Road Traffic Offences Data

04/04/2017WRG00700122. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
detail of the administrative error that occurred with regard to the posting of 14,700 fixed notice 
Garda fines to recipients for roadside breath tests that never took place. [16118/17]

04/04/2017WRG00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, very serious issues have arisen in relation to the administration of road traffic 
law by An Garda Síochána; however, the wording of the Deputy’s question indicates that the 
two road traffic matters that have been highlighted by An Garda Síochána have been inadver-
tently conflated by the Deputy.  I have set out the details of both issues in response to the other 
questions asked by the Deputy today.

  Questions Nos. 123 to 125, inclusive, answered with Question No. 113.

04/04/2017WRG01000Drugs Seizures

04/04/2017WRG01100126. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 112 of 23 February 2017, when she will receive and share 
the report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16155/17]
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04/04/2017WRG01200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that it has not been possible to provide the data sought in the time available 
for reply.

However, I have requested the Garda authorities to provide the requested information and I 
will write to the Deputy again when the report is available.

04/04/2017WRG01300Garda Data

04/04/2017WRG01400127. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of deputy and assistant commissioners there are in An Garda Síochána; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16170/17]

04/04/2017WRG01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Commissioner that as of today the ranks of Deputy Commissioner and Assistant 
Commissioner within An Garda Síochána have their full complement within the agreed strength 
of the applicable Employment Control Frameworks of two and eight respectively.  In addition, 
of course, the senior management team within An Garda Síochána includes the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer who is equivalent to the rank of Deputy Commissioner, and three Executive 
Directors with responsibility for the HR, ICT and finance directorates, and who are equivalent 
to the rank of Assistant Commissioner.

As the Deputy will be aware the Policing Authority assumed responsibility for appoint-
ments to the senior ranks of Superintendent, Chief Superintendent and Assistant Garda Com-
missioner with the commencement of the remaining provisions of the Garda Síochána (Policing 
Services and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 and related Regulations on 1 January 2017.

The first competition to be carried out by the Policing Authority, for appointment to the rank 
of Assistant Garda Commissioner, has recently concluded and the Authority established a panel 
of five candidates based on the order of merit determined by the selection board. The person 
placed first on the panel was appointed at the meeting of the Authority on 23 March 2017. A 
selection competition for appointment to the rank of chief superintendent is in train. 

Clearly, this is a new beginning as it represents the first time that there has been an appoint-
ment to the senior ranks of An Garda Síochána by a statutorily independent body. It was also 
the first time that appointment to the rank of Assistant Commissioner was open to the ranks of 
Inspector and Superintendent in addition to Chief Superintendent in both the Garda Síochána 
and the Police Service of Northern Ireland.

04/04/2017WRG01600Courts Service Data

04/04/2017WRG01700128. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
total value of court fines imposed from 2011 to 2016; and the amount of same which remains 
unpaid for each year. [16182/17]

04/04/2017WRG01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish 
to advise the Deputy that I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has provided the 
statistics set out below in relation to the total value of court fines imposed and the amount of 
same remaining uncollected as recorded on the Courts Service Criminal Case Tracking System 
(CCTS).  
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- No of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fines 
Imposed

No of  Fines 
Due

Value of Fines 
Due

Jan – Dec 2011 89,994 €29,706,490.14 20,868 €7,523,459.10
Jan – Dec 2012 79,416 €25,437,020.73 17,638 €6,296,028.14
Jan – Dec 2013 71,637 €21,755,684.19 12,162 €3,907,178.55
Jan – Dec 2014 76,217 €23,310,326.66 14,614 €5,151,912.29
Jan – Dec 2015 73,597 €23,387,483.93 23,433 €9,055,961.25
Jan – Dec 2016 71,175 €23,200,857.91 46,591 €16,520,474.57
Total 462,036 €146,797,863.56 196,909 €48,455,013.90
The treatment of these fines falls into two categories: fines which were imposed prior to 

the commencement of the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014 in January 2016; and fines 
imposed thereafter.

In relation to fines imposed prior to the commencement of the Act, the following is the 
position: warrants for the enforcement of fines imposed in 2013 and 2014 have been issued to 
An Garda Síochána. The issue of fines warrants for unpaid fines, in respect of fines imposed in 
2015, commenced from mid-2015 and continued on a monthly basis as fines became due for 
payment. Where a warrant for the enforcement of fines due is issued to An Garda Síochána, the 
fine may be collected and paid to the Courts Service. In some instances the fined person may 
have been lodged in prison in default of payment of fine or the fines warrant may have been 
cancelled following an application to the court.

In relation to persons lodged in prison in default of payment of fines, the Prison Service pro-
vides on a monthly basis details of the fines in respect of which fined persons have been lodged 
in prison in default of payment. The details are updated to the CCTS.  Currently in excess of 
15,000  warrants with a total value of over €5 million await update to the CCTS. 

In relation to fines imposed in 2016, the vast majority of these fall for enforcement under 
the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014.  The Courts Service has undertaken an extensive 
ICT development programme to enhance the CCTS to provide for the payment of fines by in-
stalment and additionally to provide for the enforcement provisions provided for in the Act and 
the Courts Service is now in a position to commence issuing notices to fined persons to attend 
Court for imposition of appropriate sanctions in default of payment.

04/04/2017WRG01900Residency Permits

04/04/2017WRG02000129. Deputy James Lawless asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of a visa application for a person (details supplied); and the timeframe for the processing 
of this application. [16222/17]

04/04/2017WRG02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As previ-
ously notified in my response to you in Parliamentary Question 2597/17 on 24 January 2017, 
the person concerned had permission to remain in the State under the Irish Third Level Gradu-
ate Scheme up until 30 August 2016.

I have been informed that they subsequently made a separate application, in 2016, for per-
mission to remain in the State.  This application does not fall under the Irish Third Level Gradu-
ate Scheme. I understand that the application is under consideration and the Irish Naturalisation 
and Immigration Service (INIS) will be in contact in due course.   

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
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cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of Parliamentary Question process.  The 
Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, 
in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

04/04/2017WRG02200Refugee Status Applications

04/04/2017WRG02300130. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the cri-
teria that are used for selecting refugees; the way in which persons are prioritised; and when the 
resettlement programme will begin in Mullingar. [16240/17]

04/04/2017WRG02400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
In respect of Ireland’s resettlement programme, refugees are identified and proposed to Ireland 
by the UNHCR.  They must meet the criteria set out in Article 1F of the 1951 Convention relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees (“the Geneva Convention”) and be deemed eligible for resettle-
ment by the UNHCR.  Refugees are interviewed by the resettlement team in the Office for the 
Promotion of Migrant Integration in my Department to establish that Ireland can meet their 
particular needs, including medical needs.  They are also interviewed by members of An Garda 
Síochána and their fingerprints are checked against international databases for security reasons.

Resettlement to Mullingar is planned to take place before the summer but precise dates have 
not yet been finalised.

04/04/2017WRH0010004/04/2017WRH00200Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Reports

04/04/2017WRH00300131. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
GSOC report with regard to a person (details supplied) will be published; and the reason for the 
delay. [16309/17]

04/04/2017WRH00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Gar-
da Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) are investigating certain matters which have 
arisen as a result of this tragic case. This arises in part from the fact that my predecessor had 
referred aspects of this particular case to GSOC.   I should also mention that a civil action has 
been initiated against the State in respect of issues raised in the complaint. 

When the Taoiseach and I recently met with the family, the Taoiseach assured them that 
when the GSOC investigation is completed the question of whether, and if so, what further ac-
tion can be taken, will be considered. That remains the position.

As the Deputy is aware, GSOC is an independent statutory body and the manner in which 
they conduct their investigation is a matter for them. The last update I received indicated that 
they had concluded their investigation and that they were reviewing the report. We must now 
await their final determination. I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that in the circumstances it 
would not be appropriate for me to comment further.

04/04/2017WRH00500Garda Deployment

04/04/2017WRH00600132. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
additional gardaí will be posted in a town (details supplied) in County Kerry to allow the com-
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munity policing programme to be reinstated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16314/17]

04/04/2017WRH00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual re-
view in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use 
is made of these resources. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that in regard to the deployment of Garda personnel, 
a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors including population, 
crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. It is the responsibility 
of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/her Division. The Commissioner has 
advised that all Gardaí, not simply designated Community Gardaí have a role to play in ad-
dressing community policing issues as and when the need arises and, in that sense, community 
policing involves far more than a single unit within An Garda Síochána.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána. It provides a means of recognis-
ing that every community – both urban and rural – has its own concerns and expectations. In 
this regard I welcome the strong emphasis placed by the Garda Commissioner’s Modernisation 
and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 on further developing and supporting the community po-
licing ethos of the organisation so that Gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining pub-
lic confidence and trust and providing a greater sense of security. Proposed initiatives include 
the establishment of local Community Policing Teams (CPTs) headed by an Inspector and made 
up of Gardaí from across a range of areas to proactively work with the community to prevent 
and detect crime; and the establishment of Community Safety Fora in every District comprising 
local Gardaí, local communities and key stakeholders. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. This year, funding has been provided 
for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging 
reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána. Funding has also been provided for the recruitment 
of 300 Garda Reserves.

I am informed by the Commissioner, since the reopening of the Garda College in September 
2014, that 839 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned 
to mainstream duties nationwide,16 of whom have been assigned to the Kerry Division.  I am 
also informed that another 750 trainee Garda are scheduled to attest this year which will see 
Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around the 13,500 mark 
by year end - a net increase of 700 in the total Garda strength since recruitment recommenced. 

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána. We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí including Community Gardaí across every 
Garda Division, including the Kerry Division, in the coming years.

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána. The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
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2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan. This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.

04/04/2017WRH00800Garda Expenditure

04/04/2017WRH00900133. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the expenditure by An Garda Síochána on media training and consultancy services with a com-
pany (details supplied) and any other provider in each of the years 2015 to 2016 and to date in 
2017, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16322/17]

04/04/2017WRH01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda resources are 
a matter for the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

I am, however, advised by the Garda Authorities that, following a public procurement pro-
cess, the Communications Clinic was engaged to provide media training to both Garda and 
civilian staff in An Garda Síochána.

Payments made by An Garda Síochána to the Communications Clinic in 2015, 2016 and to 
date in 2017 are set out in the following table:

- Jan-Dec 2015 Jan-Dec 2016 Jan-Mar 2017
Payments to The 
Communications 
Clinic

€10,400 €92,955 €18,266

Taught Media Ltd were engaged in the provision of video training services to the Garda 
Press Office to facilitate the production of crime prevention and public safety videos for distri-
bution over digital and social media. Payments were made to Taught Media in the years refer-
enced by the Deputy and are set out in the following table:  

- Jan-Dec 2015 Jan-Dec 2016 Jan-Mar 2017
Payments to Taught 
Media Ltd.

€1,351 €1,351 Nil

  Question No. 134 answered with Question No. 98.

04/04/2017WRH01200Human Trafficking

04/04/2017WRH01300135. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of convictions there have been for human trafficking here since 2008; her views 
on the current legislation to tackle the issue; her plans to introduce stronger legislation in this 
regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16329/17]

04/04/2017WRH01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Anti-
Human Trafficking Unit of my Department initiated a data collection strategy from 1 January 
2009, the results of which have been made available in Reports published annually since then 
and available at www.blueblindfold.gov.ie. These reports include details of convictions for hu-
man trafficking-related offences.

From 2009 until the end of 2015, there have been 48 persons convicted of human-trafficking 
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related offences. 36 of these persons were convicted for offences under Section 3 of the Crimi-
nal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008, which relates to the trafficking, taking etc. of a child 
for the purposes of sexual exploitation. The remaining 12 were convicted for related offences 
including under the Child Trafficking and Pornography Act 1998. Figures for 2016 are close to 
finalisation and can be provided to the Deputy in due course. These statistics do not include in-
stances where suspected perpetrators of trafficking were prosecuted for other offences or where 
their illegal activities were disrupted by other means.

The main law in relation to trafficking in Ireland is The Criminal Law (Human Traffick-
ing) Act 2008. The 2008 Act commenced in June 2008 and specifically prohibits trafficking 
for sexual and labour exploitation, including sex trafficking and forced labour.  The 2008 Act 
also criminalises trafficking for the purpose of exploitation consisting of the removal of human 
organs. The Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) (Amendment) Act 2013 was enacted in July 
2013 to facilitate full compliance with the criminal law measures in Directive 2011/36/EU of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on preventing and combatting trafficking in human 
beings and protecting its victims, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2002/629/JHA.  
Some of the main measures of the 2013 Amendment Act were as follows:

- to broaden the scope of the definition of ‘exploitation’ in the 2008 Act to include exploita-
tion consisting of forcing a person to engage in criminal activities (inside or outside the State);

- to expand the definition of the term ‘labour exploitation’ to include forced begging;

- for clarity, to define the term ‘forced labour’ in line with the definition set out in Interna-
tional Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention No. 29 of 1930 on Forced or Compulsory Labour;

Since the 2013 Amendment Act, there have been other legislative developments which are 
relevant to the fight against human trafficking 

The Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014 was enacted on 4 December 2014. The Act 
contains a provision at section 18 to make it more difficult to broker a marriage of convenience 
thereby protecting vulnerable persons, usually women, from trafficking for the purpose of sham 
marriages. 

The Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 was enacted on 22 February this year, with 
its main provisions commencing on 27 March. The Act was the most comprehensive and wide 
ranging piece of sexual offences legislation to be introduced in almost a decade, and makes it 
an offence for a person to pay, offer or promise to pay, a person for the purpose of engaging in 
sexual activity with a prostitute.  The person providing the sexual service – the prostitute – is 
not subject to an offence.  The purpose of introducing these provisions is primarily to target 
the trafficking and sexual exploitation of persons through prostitution. That Act contains, at 
Section 27, a commitment to Report to the Oireachtas within 3 years on the operation of these 
provisions.

Under the Second National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat Human Trafficking in Ire-
land, which I launched last October, there is a commitment to keep under review the adequacy 
of legislation to support the prosecution of traffickers. This Action is fulfilled through ongoing 
monitoring of the efficacy of the current legislation and appropriate consultation with An Garda 
Síochána, and is informed by our engagement a range of domestic NGOs and international 
organisations.

  Question No. 136 answered with Question No. 101.
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04/04/2017WRH01600Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRH01700137. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of requests her Department received for material to be made available in Braille format 
in each of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests that were accommodated by her 
Department; the cost implication and the person or body that provided the translation service. 
[16378/17]

04/04/2017WRH01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
confirm that there were no requests received for material to be made available in braille format 
in my Department during the period 2014 - 2016.

04/04/2017WRH01900Tax Rebates

04/04/2017WRH02000138. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the details of a rebate scheme (details supplied); the number of community alert groups, neigh-
bourhood watch groups and non-aligned text alert groups respectively that applied for funding; 
the number that have been paid the rebate to date; the reason some groups have not been paid 
in view of the fact the closing date for applications was October 2016; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16520/17]

04/04/2017WRH02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, I recently announced a new cost rebate scheme, administered by Muintir 
na Tire, for local groups operating the Garda Text Alert scheme, including many Community 
Alert and Neighbourhood Watch groups.  In response to that announcement, I am informed 
by Muintir na Tire that 473 valid applications were received from Text Alert Groups and that 
all applicants have been paid in full.  In order for an application to be deemed valid, it had to 
include evidence that the group had incurred allowed costs in the previous 12 months.  These 
costs include the cost of providing text alerts (SMS credits etc.) and insurance. I am further in-
formed that the amounts paid varied from €40 to the maximum of €150, with the vast majority 
of groups receiving the maximum payment. It does remain open to those groups who feel that 
they made a valid application and did not receive a rebate to contact Muintir na Tire directly.

04/04/2017WRH02200Courts Service Administration

04/04/2017WRH02300139. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if her 
attention has been drawn to a case (details supplied) in which translation services in court were 
deemed to be insufficient; if the Courts Service has taken steps to address the deficiency identi-
fied; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16566/17]

04/04/2017WRH02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its func-
tions, which include the provision of information on the courts system.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the provision of interpretation services to the courts is an 
ongoing priority for the Courts Service to facilitate access to justice for those for whom English 
is not their first language.

I am further informed that the Courts Service has two companies under contract in order 
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to deal with the need for interpreters, the diverse range of languages required and to ensure an 
appropriate standard of interpretation. The terms of the contract provide that interpreters must 
be capable of providing an appropriate level of interpretation services to the court. The quality 
of interpretation services is kept under ongoing review and where any problem arises with the 
service provided, these are brought to the attention of the companies involved. The Courts Ser-
vice has also advised me that the case to which the Deputy refers was brought to the attention 
of the supplier company to address the issues that arose.

04/04/2017WRH02500Road Traffic Accidents Data

04/04/2017WRH02600140. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of fatal collisions in 2015, 2016 and to date in 2017; the number of drivers in-
volved in these road traffic collisions, RTCs, that were tested for alcohol; the number of these 
fatal RTCs that involved one vehicle and more than one vehicle, respectively; the number and 
reason that drivers in each of these years were not tested for alcohol either at the scene, Garda 
station or hospital after being involved in a fatal crash; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16592/17]

04/04/2017WRH02700146. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of fatal road traffic collisions from 2013 to 2016; the number of uninjured sur-
viving drivers that were involved by year; the number of uninjured surviving drivers that were 
not tested for alcohol at the scene of the fatal crash; and the reason these uninjured drivers were 
not tested at the scene. [16598/17]

04/04/2017WRH02800147. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of serious injury road traffic collisions in each year from 2013 to 2016; the 
number of uninjured surviving drivers that were involved, per year; the number of uninjured 
surviving drivers each year that were not tested for alcohol at the scene of the serious injury 
crash; and the reason these uninjured drivers were not tested at the scene. [16599/17]

04/04/2017WRH02900148. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of injured drivers involved in a road traffic collision resulting in death or serious 
injury to another each year from 2013 to 2016; the number that were taken to hospital; the num-
ber of those tested for alcohol in hospital; and the reasons for not testing in hospital. [16600/17]

04/04/2017WRH03000149. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of drivers involved in fatal and or injury related crashes each year from 2015 
to 2016 since the law for testing incapacitated and unconscious drivers involved in fatal or 
injury related collisions came into effect on 27 November 2014; the number that were tested 
and not tested respectively, in hospital; and the reason for not testing such drivers in hospital. 
[16601/17]

04/04/2017WRH03100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 140 and 146 to 149, inclusive, together.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the statistics requested by 
the Deputy and I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of a Garda report.

04/04/2017WRH03200Garda Forms

04/04/2017WRH03300141. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
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ity when the CT68 form will be updated to include the Dräger number and breath test details; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16593/17]

04/04/2017WRH03400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to in the Deputy’s 
question and I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of a Garda report.

  Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 113.

04/04/2017WRH03600Garda Data

04/04/2017WRH03700143. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the other areas of data collection and collation that will be audited in the Government’s 
external examination of An Garda Síochána; the road safety aspects that will be examined; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16595/17]

04/04/2017WRH03800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will be aware that on 28 March 2017 I made a detailed statement to the House in relation 
to roads policing matters and endeavoured to answer a range of questions which were put to 
me.  I can inform the Deputy that since then I have written to the Chairperson of the Policing 
Authority in accordance with section 62O(6) of the Garda Síochána Act, 2005 (as amended) to 
report to me on its oversight of the issues which have arisen in relation to fixed charge notices 
and mandatory alcohol testing over the coming period.  In particular, I requested that an inves-
tigation should be conducted to examine all issues arising, addressing to the extent possible 
the reasons why the issues have arisen; the incidence and scale of the issues; and the solutions 
implemented to ensure there is no recurrence.  It is expected that the Authority will engage 
outside expertise to carry out this work.  The Deputy will appreciate that we need to await the 
conclusion of the Authority’s work in this area.  

On the general issue of Garda data, I want to draw a clear distinction between the issues 
relating to data on alcohol breath testing and the official Recorded Crime Statistics which are 
published by the Central Statistics Office, as the national statistics agency.  The Garda figures 
for alcohol breath testing do not form part of the official recorded crime statistics and Deputies 
will, no doubt, recall that the systems for the production of the official crime statistics have been 
subject to very close scrutiny in recent years.  The CSO have carried out two comprehensive 
reviews of Data Quality to underpin the ongoing publication of the official crime statistics, 
following on recommendations of the Garda Inspectorate.  The latest such review (September 
2016) records significant improvements and provides a framework to measure ongoing en-
hancements to the quality of crime data.  I understand that further reviews of crime data quality 
are planned by the CSO, and it is important to recognise that the work of the CSO in this area 
provides us with an important degree of re-assurance that the concerns about crime data, which 
have been identified by the Garda Inspectorate, are being properly addressed.  Over the last 18 
months or so, important upgrades to the PULSE system and new incident recording processes 
have been implemented which require more detailed verification and supervision of the record-
ing of crime incidents. It is expected that these improvements will support ongoing improve-
ments in the quality of crime data.  

The Deputy will recall that the Garda Inspectorate raised a number of concerns about crime 
data quality in its Report on Crime Investigation which was published in November 2014.  The 
Inspectorate made detailed recommendation designed to improve the consistency and accuracy 
of data within the Garda PULSE system.  Among the steps taken to respond to the concerns 
identified in the Inspectorate report was the establishment of a Data Quality Team in the Garda 
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Information Services Centre (GISC), as well as measures to strengthen PULSE governance 
arrangements.  These measures form part of broader steps to take forward the Inspectorate’s 
recommendations, including upgrading the technology for recording of crime and policing ac-
tivity.  I am advised that this process is ongoing and I have asked the Garda authorities to advise 
me of the outcome of this work.

04/04/2017WRJ00150Garda Policing Plans

04/04/2017WRJ00200144. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the consultation that she and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport had with the 
Garda Commissioner prior to her announcement of an overhaul of the management of road 
safety in An Garda Síochána; the input they had into these proposed changes; if she will provide 
a full report on these proposed changes, with an estimated start date for implementation; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16596/17]

04/04/2017WRJ00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Gar-
da Commissioner is responsible for operational matters such as the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  The issue of pre-consultation in relation to the restructuring of road traffic polic-
ing and the creation of a new Roads Policing Unit does not therefore arise.  Garda management 
keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and 
policing and organisational priorities, so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of these 
resources. 

I understand that the restructuring process is being led by Assistant Commissioner Mick 
Finn and I expect that he will be in a position to provide a further update to the Policing Author-
ity at its public meeting with Garda management later this month.   

04/04/2017WRJ00350Garda Training

04/04/2017WRJ00400145. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the training for the new MIT tests that has been carried out in each Garda division; if mem-
bers in all divisions have been trained to report on the quality measures that will be undertaken 
to ensure that statistics recorded by An Garda Síochána for MITs will be recorded correctly and 
accurately from first introduction; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16597/17]

04/04/2017WRJ00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the information requested by the 
Deputy and I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of a Garda report.

Questions Nos. 146 to 149, inclusive, answered with Question No. 140.

04/04/2017WRJ00650Garda Data

04/04/2017WRJ00700150. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
way a person can access records (details supplied) to see if their details are among them; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16625/17]

04/04/2017WRJ00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have re-
quested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy 
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and I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of a Garda report.

04/04/2017WRJ00850Ministerial Correspondence

04/04/2017WRJ00900151. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she has received contact from a person (details supplied); and if so, her response to same. 
[16628/17]

04/04/2017WRJ01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
confirm that I have received correspondence from the person referred to.  My Department is 
examining it to see what actions should be considered.  I hope to be in a position to respond 
soon to the individual concerned. 

04/04/2017WRJ01050Garda Compensation

04/04/2017WRJ01100152. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of a Garda compensation case (details supplied). [16629/17]

04/04/2017WRJ01200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that two applications for compensation under the Garda Síochána (Com-
pensation) Acts 1941 and 1945, were made by the person concerned.  On 3rd October 2008 
and 15th November 2012, authorisations were granted to the claimant on both applications to 
proceed to the High Court for compensation, in accordance with the Acts.

04/04/2017WRJ01250Immigration Controls

04/04/2017WRJ01300153. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
views on the regular lengthy delays being experienced by passengers entering Ireland through 
Dublin Airport due to the long queues at immigration; her plans to reduce waiting times; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16678/17]

04/04/2017WRJ01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Informa-
tion supplied by the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) in relation to queue times for arriving 
passengers at Dublin Airport shows that over 90% of all travellers are processed through im-
migration control in a matter of minutes with the figures being even higher for passengers of 
EU nationalities.  This is in the context of passenger numbers at Dublin Airport reaching record 
levels last year with almost 28 million passengers using the Airport.  On the rare occasions that 
passengers may experience delays this can be for a variety of reasons including congestion aris-
ing in the terminal building due to the number of passengers disembarking from flights at peak 
daily periods, delayed flights due to weather conditions, or other factors including the conduct-
ing of enhanced checks on passengers or current building works in one of the immigration areas 
which has reduced the space available. 

The allocation of immigration personnel at Dublin Airport is designed to have the maximum 
number of staff on duty during peak periods.  Every effort is made by immigration officers to 
exercise their function as speedily as possible consistent with the requirement to protect our 
borders and facilitate legitimate travellers.  Nonetheless, a very high number of flights within a 
contracted arrivals time period (which happens frequently at Dublin airport) and the consequent 
increased passenger numbers within these peak times, can impact on queuing times over these 
periods.  Although, the immigration authorities at Dublin Airport have no control over the num-
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ber of flights or their arrival times, they have an excellent relationship with the Dublin Airport 
Authority and air carriers and work closely together to address queue management issues where 
they arise so as to ensure that waiting times are kept to a minimum.

The Deputy will appreciate that the protection of our borders is a matter of the utmost priori-
ty and that checks undertaken on passengers must be thorough and appropriate. Issues may arise 
that require further processing and checks of individual passengers but every reasonable effort 
is made to minimise the impact on travellers.  In this context, and in line with developments 
in other EU Member States, my Department and An Garda Síochána continues to progress a 
broad series of initiatives to strengthen border security.  For example, since November 2016 an 
automated connection to INTERPOL’s Lost and Stolen Travel Documents database was rolled 
out to all international airports and seaports and passengers are systematically checked against 
this database.  This has not had any significant impact on immigration processing times. 

Later this year the Irish immigration authorities will begin to process Advance Passenger 
Information on flights into the State from outside the EU and preparations are also under way to 
implement the EU Directive on Passenger Name Records (PNR).  These systems will provide 
further protection for our borders against crime, terrorism and illegal immigration threats.  In 
addition, I expect to be in a position to award a contract for the provision of automatic border 
control (ABC) gates in the next few months and to begin installation at Dublin Airport later in 
the year.  This facility will be available for EU nationals with e-passports to effectively self-
immigrate through the Airport.

Furthermore, the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
will this year take on the front line checks in Terminal 2 at Dublin Airport (they already carry 
out this function in Terminal 1 and the Transit area of Terminal 2) which will release further 
Gardaí for core policing duties.

04/04/2017WRJ01450Commencement of Legislation

04/04/2017WRJ01500154. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity when she will make commencement orders for the remaining sections that fall under her 
remit of the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity) Act 2015; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16692/17]

04/04/2017WRJ01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The As-
sisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015, which provides a modern statutory framework to 
support decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties, is being commenced on a phased 
basis. 

A number of provisions of the Act were commenced in October 2016 in order to progress 
the setting up of the Decision Support Service.  The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 
2015 (Commencement of Certain Provisions) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 515 of 2016), brought Part 
1 (Preliminary and General) and Part 9 (Director of the Decision Support Service) of the Act, 
other than sections 3, 4 and 7 in Part 1 and sections 96 and 102 and Chapter 3 in Part 9, into 
operation on 17 October 2016.  These provisions were brought into operation in order to enable 
the process of recruitment of the Director of the Decision Support Service (DSS) to begin.  The 
recruitment and appointment of the Director of the DSS, and the appointment of DSS staff, is 
a matter for the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department of Health) with the 
approval of the Minister for Health.  My Department does not have any statutory function in 
relation to the recruitment and appointment of the Director.    



Questions - Written Answers

188

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives, is a matter for the Minister for Health.

New administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Deci-
sion Support Service within the Mental Health Commission, must be put in place before the 
substantive provisions of the Act can be commenced.  A high-level Steering Group comprised 
of senior officials from my Department, the Department of Health and the Mental Health Com-
mission is overseeing the establishment and commissioning of the Decision Support Service 
and this work is ongoing.  

It is intended that the key preparations will be put in place during the remainder of this year 
under the oversight of the Steering Group to allow for commencement orders for the remain-
ing provisions of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 that fall under my remit 
to be made on a carefully phased basis when the Decision Support Service is ready to roll out 
the new decision-making support options.  It is not possible at the moment to provide an exact 
time line for the finalisation of these commencement orders, not least because we will need to 
have the Director of the Decision Support Service in place to fully ascertain the timeline.  It is 
expected that the post of Director will be advertised very soon and that the Director will be in 
place by July.

04/04/2017WRJ01650Office of Director of Public Prosecutions

04/04/2017WRJ01700155. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the per-
son to whom the Director of Public Prosecutions reports; the provision which is made within 
constitutional structures to provide checks and balances to the operation of the Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16694/17]

04/04/2017WRJ01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Of-
fice of the Director of Public Prosecutions is a statutorily independent body operating under 
the aegis of the Department of the Taoiseach.  The Deputy will appreciate that as I have no 
Ministerial responsibility in relation to the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions it is not 
possible for me to provide the information sought. 

04/04/2017WRJ01850Commercial Rates Valuation Process

04/04/2017WRJ01900156. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
rationale and legal basis behind the decision of the Valuation Office to reclassify racing stables 
and other bloodstock operations that have traditionally been classified as agricultural operations 
as commercial leisure operations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16777/17]

04/04/2017WRJ02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Valu-
ation Acts 2001 to 2015 provide for the valuation of all commercial and industrial property 
for rating purposes.  The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the performance of his 
functions under the Acts and the making of valuations for rating is his sole responsibility. I, 
as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no role in decisions in this regard.  Under Irish law 
there is a distinct separation of function between valuation of rateable property and setting and 
collection of commercial rates.  The amount of rates payable in any calendar year is a product 
of the valuation set by the Commissioner, multiplied by the Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV) 
decided annually by the elected members of each local authority. 

Having a modern valuation base is very important for the levying of commercial rates on 
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a fair and equitable basis across all economic sectors.  This has been the policy of successive 
governments and is the express purpose of the National Revaluation Programme now being 
rolled out by the Valuation Office.  The Valuation Acts provide for revaluation of all rateable 
property within a rating authority area so as to reflect changes in value due to economic factors 
such as business turnover, differential movements in property values or other external factors 
and changes in the local business environment.  The Valuation Office is currently engaged in 
a national revaluation programme, the immediate objective of which is to ensure that the first 
revaluation of all rating authority areas in over 150 years is conducted across the country,  as 
soon as possible, and on a phased basis.  This is a welcome and positive development which is 
long overdue and on which considerable progress has been made to date. 

Revaluation is an important instrument in addressing historical anomalies in relation to 
commercial rates for both urban and rural properties and between particular classes of property 
within a local authority area.  The general outcome of revaluations conducted to date by the 
Valuation Office has been that about 60% of ratepayers have had their liability for rates reduced 
following revaluation and about 40% had an increase, a pattern which is expected to be rep-
licated elsewhere as the programme advances.  The current phase of the national revaluation 
programme, “REVAL 2017”, covers revaluation of all rateable properties in counties Longford, 
Leitrim, Roscommon, Westmeath, Offaly, Kildare, Sligo, Carlow and Kilkenny where a revalu-
ation is being undertaken for the first time since the nineteenth century.  It also includes the 
second revaluation of South Dublin County Council area.  Revaluation in these counties will 
be completed in September 2017 and become effective for rating purposes from 2018 onwards.

Where the Valuation Office proposes to enter a new valuation or amend an existing valua-
tion on a Valuation List, there is an extensive process available to cater for ratepayers who may 
be dissatisfied with the proposed valuation.  A dissatisfied person can make representations to 
the Valuation Office within 40 days of the date of issue of the proposed valuation certificate.  
The Valuation Office will consider any such representations and may or may not change the 
proposed valuation depending on the circumstances of each individual property.  If any rate-
payer is still dissatisfied with the final valuation to be placed on their property following con-
sideration of the representations, they have a right to lodge a formal appeal with the Valuation 
Tribunal, which is an independent statutory body established for the purpose of hearing appeals 
against decisions of the Commissioner of Valuation.

Specifically in relation to property used in the equine industry, I am advised by the Valuation 
Office that there has been some apparent confusion as to the ratability of certain elements of the 
industry.  The Valuation Act 2001 (Schedule 3, Sections 1(a) and (b)) provides that all buildings 
and lands used or developed for any purpose, are rateable.  The basic premise under the Act 
is that all interests (including buildings) and all developed land are rateable unless expressly 
exempted under Schedule 4. 

Regarding the Deputy’s specific question, I am advised by the Commissioner of Valuation 
that no re-classification of properties from rateable status to exempt status has occurred within 
the general equine industry since the Valuation Act 2001 came into force on 2 May 2002.  The 
only element of the equine industry which satisfies the exemption provisions in Schedule 4 is 
the breeding of horses. Buildings used for breeding of horses are classified as being of agricul-
tural use and are “farm buildings” as defined in the Act.  Therefore these buildings are exempted 
from the payment of rates under paragraph 5 of Schedule 4.  On the other hand, buildings used 
for the training of racehorses, recreational equestrian purposes or livery premises are rateable 
under the Act because they are considered to be part of a commercial enterprise.  Such build-
ings would typically include stables for horses, covered riding arenas, tack rooms and ancil-
lary buildings used to support the enterprise.  While acknowledging the important contribution 
which all elements of the equine industry make to the economy, there are no plans to reclassify 
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these as exempt from rates. To do so would be at variance with the provisions in the Valuation 
Acts which maintains the long-standing position that all property occupied and used for com-
mercial enterprises are liable for rates.  Exceptions to this key principle would quickly be fol-
lowed by demands for similar treatment from the providers of other equally important services 
and products, which would be difficult in equity to resist.  This could thus substantially reduce 
local authority revenues, which would have to be made good by imposing corresponding in-
creases on the remaining ratepayers.

04/04/2017WRK0010004/04/2017WRK00150Primary Medical Certificates Applications

04/04/2017WRK00200157. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the status of a primary medical 
certificate in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16110/17]

04/04/2017WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT, up to a certain limit, 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate.  To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria.  A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required under the Regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Scheme.  An 
unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the 
individual.  The Regulations mandate that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the 
exercise of its functions to ensure the integrity of its clinical determinations.

The criteria to qualify for the Scheme are necessarily precise and specific.  After six months 
a citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.

04/04/2017WRK00350Carbon Tax Collection
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04/04/2017WRK00400158. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider introducing a 
derogation from carbon tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16192/17]

04/04/2017WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The carbon tax is designed to treat all 
carbon emissions the same in order to ensure that it is fair and its application is as broad as pos-
sible to make certain its efficacy.  The introduction of Carbon Tax was to send a price signal that 
there is a cost associated with the combustion of fossil fuels to the detriment of the environment.

Ireland is legally bound to reduce emissions by 20% on 2005 levels in 2020 and 30% on 
2005 levels by 2030, as part of the European Commission’s Climate and Energy Package to 
tackle climate change.  The carbon tax was introduced as part of an overarching energy strategy 
and is a key tool to reduce emissions towards meeting these and other climate change commit-
ments.

As a matter of principle the reliefs from the carbon tax are limited to ensure as wide an 
application as possible.  Placing a carbon tax on fuels also offers an opportunity to develop 
cleaner more efficient and environmentally friendly alternative fuels.  The carbon tax is, and 
will continue to be, a fundamental pillar of the transition towards a decarbonised economy and 
society by 2050.  

Accordingly, I do not intend introducing a derogation from carbon tax.

04/04/2017WRK00550Help-To-Buy Scheme

04/04/2017WRK00600159. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if the cost price of a new build 
house is taken into account when calculating loan to value for the purpose of the help-to-buy 
scheme rather than the valuation price; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16000/17]

04/04/2017WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
a self-build residence and that by cost price he means the cost of building the residence.

I am informed by Revenue that the loan-to-value ratio used under the scheme is calculated 
as the amount of the qualifying loan taken as a proportion of the purchase value of the self-build 
residence.

The purchase value of a self-build property is the valuation of the residence that, at the time 
the qualifying loan is entered into, is approved by the qualifying lender.  This includes the ag-
gregate of the market value of the land and the estimated costs of construction, as applied by the 
Central Bank when they calculate valuations for the purposes of the macro prudential rules.

04/04/2017WRK00750Supreme Court Rulings

04/04/2017WRK00800160. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Finance when the Supreme Court will 
give a judgment on an appeal (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16038/17]

04/04/2017WRK00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Law Society v Motor Insurers’ Bu-
reau of Ireland (MIBI) case was heard by the Supreme Court of Ireland in October 2016.  The 
outcome of that case is currently awaited.  No date has been specified for the delivery of the 
judgment. 

As you are aware the judiciary are a separate and independent branch of the state and there-
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fore the timing of the delivery of their decision is a matter for them to decide and it is not some-
thing that I have any influence over. 

If the High Court ruling is upheld then MIBI will compensate third parties fully up to a limit 
of €1,220,000 per claim for property, regardless of the number of claimants.  If the MIBI appeal 
succeeds third party claims will be met by the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF) up to a limit 
of 65% and a ceiling of €825,000 per claimant. 

A small number of additional claims are not affected by the court proceedings and are being 
processed by the Office of the Accountant of the Courts of Justice due to the fact that they are 
first party claims and come unambiguously within the remit of the ICF. 

The position in relation to third party motor insurance claims is that they are unlikely to be 
processed until after the outcome of the Supreme Court appeal. 

I expect to be able to provide a more up-to-date position after the legal proceedings are 
concluded.

04/04/2017WRK00950State Bodies

04/04/2017WRK01000161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the extent of the NTMA or 
other State bodies’ investments in the defence industry; the nature of this investment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16043/17]

04/04/2017WRK01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The NTMA has informed me that 
the preliminary unaudited value of investments by the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund in 
the aerospace and defence sub-industry as at 31 December 2016 is approximately €10.5 mil-
lion.  The aerospace & defence sub-industry is the lowest level of sector breakdown available 
under the Global Classification and the Bloomberg Industry Classification System Standards 
and includes aircraft manufacturers. Whilst these companies may have a limited exposure to the 
armaments and defence industry, this level of detail is not available. 

The specific exclusions from the ISIF are those that are mandated by legislation, specifically 
the Cluster Munitions and Anti-Personnel Mines Act 2008.  A listing of the 19 companies ex-
cluded on this basis is available at http://isif.ie/how-we-invest/responsible-investment/cluster-
munitions/. 

04/04/2017WRK01150State Bodies

04/04/2017WRK01200162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the extent of the NTMA or 
other State bodies’ investments in areas or projects in illegally occupied Palestine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16044/17]

04/04/2017WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware the Ireland Stra-
tegic Investment Fund (“ISIF”) has a statutory mandate to invest on a commercial basis to 
support economic activity and employment in Ireland and is engaged in a strategy to sell its 
investments outside Ireland over time to fund Irish investment commitments as they arise.  The 
Fund’s annual report for the year ended 31 December 2016, together with a full list of global 
holdings, will be published during the second quarter of 2017.  

The ISIF currently operates a Sustainable and Responsible Investment policy and is a signa-
tory to the UN Principles for Responsible Investment. 



4 April 2017

193

On the basis of unaudited preliminary data, the fund has one legacy holding of 0.9 of one 
share, valued at €0.12 in Africa-Israel Investments.  Given the nominal value, sale of this hold-
ing is difficult however it will be sold at the next practicable opportunity.  Other than that, to 
best of the ISIF’s knowledge, the fund does not have investments in areas or projects in Pales-
tine.  In the absence of a list of specific holdings which may be of concern to the Deputy, ISIF 
is not in a position to give a more detailed response at this time. 

04/04/2017WRK01350Credit Unions

04/04/2017WRK01400163. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance if Regulation 35, as outlined in 
SI No. 1 of 2016 regarding the Credit Union Act 1997, applies to the accounts of charitable as-
sociations that use the credit union to avail of its favourable interest rates or if it applies only 
to individual savings accounts; if exemptions can be made for charitable organisations whose 
accounts exceed the limit of €100,000 as set out in Regulation 35; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16048/17]

04/04/2017WRK01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My role as Minister for Finance is to 
ensure that the legal framework for credit unions is appropriate for the effective operation and 
supervision of credit unions. 

The Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central Bank is the independent regulator for credit 
unions.  Within her independent regulatory discretion, the Registrar acts to support the pruden-
tial soundness of individual credit unions, to maintain sector stability and to protect the savings 
of credit union members. 

The Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016 (the Regulations) 
came into effect on 1 January 2016 following commencement of the remaining sections of the 
Credit Unions and Co-operation with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 which provided regulation 
making powers to the Central Bank. Regulation 35 sets out an individual member savings limit 
of €100,000. 

The Central Bank has informed me that where clubs and associations hold savings in a 
credit union, the savings limit applies in respect of the total savings of the club or association.  
The club or association is treated as a single member for the purposes of applying the individual 
members’ savings limit.

04/04/2017WRK01550Drugs Seizures

04/04/2017WRK01600164. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the value of illegal drugs 
seized and destroyed respectively in each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16156/17]

04/04/2017WRK01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the values 
of the illegal drugs which have been seized by them in each of the past five years are set out 
in the table.  The values are estimated at the time of seizure and before full forensic analysis is 
complete.   

Year Value of Illegal Drugs Seized€million
2012 49.3
2013 20.8
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Year Value of Illegal Drugs Seized€million
2014 91
2015 23.1
2016 30.5
Illegal drugs seized by Revenue’s Customs service are destroyed in consultation with An 

Garda Síochána and the Forensic Liaison Office of Forensic Science Ireland. 

Drugs seized by Revenue that are required for evidence in criminal investigations are held 
until judicial proceedings are complete.  In these circumstances the drugs may not be destroyed 
in the same year as they are seized. 

04/04/2017WRK01750Tax Data

04/04/2017WRK01800165. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost of putting in place 
a full refund of VRT and VAT for the purchase of 1,000 wheelchair accessible taxis in the 
CO2 band A9 and an average price of €30,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16157/17]

04/04/2017WRK01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Based on the assumption that the Dep-
uty is referring to the A4 band (111-120 g/km) and that the €30,000 price is inclusive of VRT 
and VAT, the cost of providing a full refund of VRT and VAT for the purchase of 1,000 vehicles 
would be in the region of €10 million. 

04/04/2017WRK01950Cáin Chorparáide

04/04/2017WRK02000166. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Airgeadais an mbeadh sé sásta fios-
rúchán a sheoladh ar cé acu ar chóir lacáiste cánach a chur ar fáil do chuideachtaí a dhéanann 
méid áirithe fógraíochta i nGaeilge, ó tharla go n-aontaíonn tromlach na tíre seo gur chóir 
lipéadú dátheangach a spreagadh agus ó tharla gur féidir leis an nGaeilge cur le forbairt eac-
namaíochta na tíre; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [16165/17]

04/04/2017WRK02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Tá an córas cáineach corporáide Éire-
annach trédhearcach.  Tá sé bunaithe ar ráta príomha de 12.5% ar bhonn leathan le líon beag 
faoiseamh cánach atá ana-dhírithe.

Mar sin, nil ach raon srianta caiteachais cánach corporáide in Éirinn.  Tá siad seo dírithe ar 
chruthú postanna agus ar réimsí nualaíochta.  Déantar measúnú rialta orthu seo le cinntiú go 
bhfuil luach ar airgead á fháil ag an gcáiníocóir.

Go ginéarálta tá comhlacht i dteideal asbhaintí i gcoinne brabús i leith caiteachais ioncaim, 
comh fada agus atá an caiteachas lán-tabhaithe i gcaitheamh gnó an chomlachta.  Titeann caite-
achas i leith forgraíocht laistigh de seo.

Níl sé i gceist breis faoisimh cánach a thabhairt isteach san earnáil seo. 

04/04/2017WRK02150Departmental Expenditure

04/04/2017WRK02200167. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the cost that the expenses as-
sociated with an IPO of a bank (details supplied) will amount to; the cost of financial, legal, 
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communications and auditing advisers; the amount that has been spent to date on each category; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16213/17]

04/04/2017WRK02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  As the Deputy may be aware, in line 
with the State agreements with AIB, all fees incurred by the State in relation to any capital 
transaction will be paid by the bank. 

Fees are only payable to the syndicate on the completion of a successful transaction, and 
are proportional to the value of the transaction.  As such it is not possible to provide the exact 
quantum of fees that would be paid as no transaction has occurred.  The fees that have been 
negotiated by my officials are very competitive by reference to comparable transactions.  The 
number of banks appointed is within precedent and does not affect the overall fee level payable.

In addition to the syndicate banks, fees will be payable to legal and communications advi-
sors, as well as our independent financial advisor.  Details of the fees paid to these parties are 
disclosed under the procurement section of the Department’s website:http://www.finance.gov.
ie/publications/foi-publication-scheme/procurement/procurement.

04/04/2017WRK02350Help-To-Buy Scheme Data

04/04/2017WRK02400168. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications to 
date for the help-to-buy scheme as announced in budget 2017; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16226/17]

04/04/2017WRK02500169. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications for 
the help-to-buy scheme that have been deemed valid to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16227/17]

04/04/2017WRK02600170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of successful or 
pending applications for the help-to-buy scheme in categories (details supplied): and the total 
potential cost of the scheme in each category, in tabular form. [16228/17]

04/04/2017WRK02700171. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total anticipated cost of 
the help-to-buy scheme based on the applications to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16229/17]

04/04/2017WRK02800172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the average claim under the 
help-to-buy scheme to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16230/17]

04/04/2017WRK02900173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of claims under 
the help-to-buy scheme for the maximum amount; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16231/17]

04/04/2017WRK03000192. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications for 
the help-to-buy scheme that have been deemed valid to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16364/17]

04/04/2017WRK03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 to 
173, inclusive, and 192 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the number of applications under the Help to Buy (HTB) in-
centive received up to the end of March 2017 is set out in the table.

Application Stage Data
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No. of Applications Successful Applications Pending 
4,698 1,206 3,492 

The Deputies will be aware that a two-stage process is employed for the HTB incentive, 
under which individuals submit an application for the incentive to receive an indication of the 
level of tax relief that may be available to them.  The data indicates that around one-third of 
applications received are approved automatically, while the remainder are generally allocated 
a status of pending.  Pending means that the applicants either have to file an outstanding return 
or address a compliance issue, the application is to be reviewed by a Revenue caseworker, or 
the applicant needs to finalise his or her application.

The purpose of the application stage of the HTB incentive process is such that would-be 
first-time buyers can determine whether, and to what extent, they qualify for the incentive.  The 
data from the application stage are only an indicator as to possible take-up of the incentive. An 
applicant might not proceed to claim stage or might not get mortgage approval.  Where applica-
ble, i.e. where a contract to purchase a qualifying home has been entered into, or the individual 
proceeds to commence a self-build home, the individual(s) can subsequently submit a claim for 
a tax refund.  The necessary evidence, which is a signed contract, mortgage agreement, deposit 
details, details of the property for first-time purchasers or, in the case of first-time self-build 
claimants, evidence of drawdown of the first tranche of the mortgage, must be submitted along 
with the claim.  More detailed information and guidance regarding these requirements is avail-
able on the Revenue website.

Information about the loan-to-value ratios is not available at the application stage, as 
such figures are not usually finalised at that stage of the process.  However, this information is 
required when a claim is made for a refund. I am advised that the categorisations of claims by 
the requested loan-to-value ratios as of end March 2017 are as set out in the table.

Claims Received Stage Data

LTV No. of Claims % of Total
70%-79.99% 184 18.29
80%-84.99% 168 16.70
85%-89.99% 380 37.77
90% & over 274 27.24
Total 1,006 100
With regard to the total potential cost of the scheme by reference to the various loan-to-

value categories, the HTB incentive is by its nature a demand-led scheme there is no ceiling on 
the number of potential applicants so it is not possible to identify such a figure.

The cost of the incentive to the exchequer to date, is in the order of €8.2 million (it was 
estimated that the cost in 2017 would be approximately €50 million when claims in respect of 
2016 were included).  My Department estimated that the cost of the incentive would be €40 
million in each of the years 2018 and 2019.  The estimates for the potential cost of the incentive 
that have featured in recent media reports are based on the number of applications received by 
Revenue to Stage 1 of the scheme, rather than the number of claims to date.  However, many 
of these applicants may never make a claim to Stage 2 for a variety of reasons.  These could 
include individuals who do not go on to obtain mortgage approval, who may decide to purchase 
a second-hand property, or who are not able to source the new home that they desire.

I am further advised by Revenue that of the claims made to date (1,006), approximately half 
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have been paid and that the average claim paid under the incentive is some €15,000.  There 
have been 148 claims for the maximum amount of €20,000, of which 86 have been verified and 
refunded.

Finally, the Deputies may wish to know that Revenue now regularly publish statistics con-
cerning the HTB incentive on its website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/tax-ex-
penditures.html.

04/04/2017WRL00200Corporation Tax Regime

04/04/2017WRL00300174. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether interna-
tional banks are booking their profits through the State for the purpose of tax efficiency; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16263/17]

04/04/2017WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Question is refer-
ring to comments made in a recent report published by Oxfam.  The report, and the figures 
it is based on, provide limited information on the nature of the activities that the companies 
concerned carry out in each country in which they operate.  Whether a company is correctly al-
locating profits among its activities is a question for the tax authorities in the countries in which 
the company operates.  Ireland has been, and remains, committed to ensuring that tax authori-
ties have access to all relevant information.  

I want to reiterate that Ireland’s corporate tax policies are designed to attract real and sub-
stantive operations to Ireland.  We only want real and substantive FDI, the kind that brings real 
jobs and investment.  Ireland has not been and will never be a brass plate location.

The OECD has made a series of recommendations, as part of the BEPS process, which 
are designed to give tax authorities the tools necessary to ensure that profits are correctly at-
tributed to the country where the economic activity which generates them takes place.  The 
BEPS recommendations will greatly enhance the ability of participating countries to ensure the 
correct alignment of tax and substance and Ireland is playing its part in the implementation of 
these recommendations.  

The terms of reference of the review of the corporation tax code being undertaken by Mr 
Seamus Coffey includes examining further implementation of Ireland’s commitments in this 
area.

04/04/2017WRL00500Financial Institutions Levy

04/04/2017WRL00600175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if consideration has been 
given to extending the bank levy to banks that book profits here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16264/17]

04/04/2017WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In accordance with Section 126AA of 
the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999, an annual levy was imposed on certain financial 
institutions for each of the years 2014, 2015 and 2016.  The levy was charged at 35% of the De-
posit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid by a financial institution in 2011 and raised approxi-
mately €150 million annually for the Exchequer.  In the case of a financial institution where the 
amount of DIRT in the base year did not exceed €100,000, the levy was not payable.

I am informed by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners that a total of ten financial in-
stitutions were registered to pay the bank levy over the period of years 2014, 2015, and 2016.  
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Four of the ten are domestically owned.  The ultimate parent company of the remaining six 
institutions is outside of the State.

In the budget statement two years ago, I announced that I intended to extend the levy for a 
further five years to 2021.  I indicated that the overall yield from the levy would be maintained 
at €150 million annually but that I would undertake a review of the DIRT based methodology 
for calculating the levy.

That review, which included a public consultation on the issue, was undertaken by my De-
partment in early 2016.  Following that review, I decided that the DIRT based formula should be 
retained but that the base year for calculating the levy in 2017 and 2018 would be changed from 
2011 to 2015.  I have also decided to introduce a rolling two-year series of base years which 
will introduce a new base year of 2017 for calculating the levy in 2019 and 2020 and a new base 
year of 2019 for calculating the levy in 2021.

An institution’s liability to the levy relates to the size of their Irish operation, since the levy 
is a percentage of their DIRT payment, and does not have regard to whether the institution is 
domestic or foreign.

04/04/2017WRL00800Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

04/04/2017WRL00900176. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance if an application by a per-
son (details supplied) for tax relief under the scheme for drivers with disabilities will be expe-
dited by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16266/17]

04/04/2017WRL01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that an ap-
plication under the Drivers/Passengers with Disabilities Scheme was received on 16 March 
2017 from the person (details supplied).  The required Exemption Notification is available for 
download by the person concerned.  The person concerned will need to register via the online 
service at www.revenue.ie(myAccount) if they have not already done so in order to download 
the notification.

04/04/2017WRL01100Tax Data

04/04/2017WRL01200177. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of VAT col-
lected from tolls from each of the tolled roads here by year, location and amount collected for 
each of the past five years and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16293/17]

04/04/2017WRL01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that, as the 
information provided on VAT returns does not require the yield from particular activities or 
products to be separately identified, it is not possible to provide the VAT collected from toll 
roads or to separate this collection by road or toll location.  Furthermore, I am advised that, even 
if the information were available, due to Revenue’s obligation to protect the confidentiality of 
taxpayers’ information, it would not be possible for Revenue to provide the information.

04/04/2017WRL01400VAT Exemptions

04/04/2017WRL01500178. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance if, following a recent rul-
ing of the European Court of Justice that VAT should not be applied to tolls on State owned 
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motorways, he will consider calling on Transport Infrastructure Ireland to postpone an increase 
in toll charges planned from 1 April 2017 in view of the fact they are no longer liable for VAT; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that such an increase would be damaging to the road 
haulage sector, which is already severely impacted by insurance costs threatening the viability 
of many of its businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16310/17]

04/04/2017WRL01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the Court of Justice of the EU in the National Roads Authority v The Revenue 
Commissioners judgment decided key questions of principle in relation to the liability to VAT 
of tolls charged to road users by a public authority for the making available of road infrastruc-
ture (the Dublin Tunnel and the Westlink (M50) toll road), which were referred by the Appeal 
Commissioners. 

While the case has not yet been concluded, the effect of the judgment is that VAT does not 
apply to tolls collected from road users by a body governed by public law which carries on an 
activity consisting of providing access to a road on payment of a toll.  Prior to the judgment, 
Revenue’s position was that tolls were liable to VAT at the rate of 23%, which was collected 
from road users by toll operators regardless of whether they were a public body or a private 
operator.

Following the judgment it remains that tolls collected by a body other than a body governed 
by public law which is engaged in the activity of making road infrastructure available on pay-
ment of a toll under national statutory provisions are liable to VAT.      

With regard to pricing of tolls charged by Transport Infrastructure Ireland, I am informed 
by my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, that the statutory power to levy 
tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into agreements relating to tolls on 
national roads is vested in Transport Infrastructure Ireland under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 
as amended.

04/04/2017WRL01700Consumer Protection

04/04/2017WRL01800179. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the proposals he is considering 
to ensure that mortgage holders, tenants and small and medium enterprises that have loans or 
credit from non-bank lenders or vulture funds are fully protected; if he is considering extending 
the provisions of the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2015 in 
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16351/17]

04/04/2017WRL01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Consumer Protection (Regulation 
of Credit Servicing Firms) Act, 2015 was enacted in July 2015.  It was introduced by the pre-
vious Government to fill the consumer protection gap where loans were sold by the original 
lender to an unregulated firm.  The Act introduced a regulatory regime for a new type of entity 
called a ‘credit servicing firm’.  Credit Servicing Firms are now subject to the provisions of 
Irish financial services law that apply to ‘regulated financial service providers’. 

Under the Act, purchasers of loan books must either be regulated by the Central Bank them-
selves or else the loans must be serviced by a credit servicing firm that is regulated by the Cen-
tral Bank.  The significant point is that the regulation is focussed at the point of contact with 
the customer.  Therefore relevant borrowers, whose loans are sold to third parties, maintain the 
same regulatory protections they had prior to the sale, including under the various statutory 
codes (such as the Consumer Protection Code, Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears) issued 
by the Central Bank of Ireland and the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 
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(Section 48) (Lending to Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises) Regulations 2015 which came 
into operation in July 2016.  It is also important to highlight that the transfer of a loan from one 
entity to another does not change the terms of the contract or the borrower’s rights and obliga-
tions under the original contract.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Central Bank is now the competent authority for the 
authorisation and supervision of credit servicing firms.  Credit servicing firms must comply 
with all relevant requirements of financial services legislation, including the various codes and 
Regulations mentioned already and Fitness and Probity Standards (including minimum compe-
tency requirements).

In addition to compliance with Central Bank codes of conduct, credit servicing firms will 
have to demonstrate to the Central Bank that they have:

- Robust governance and adequate resources to ensure compliance;

- Agreements with loan owners that enable the credit servicing firm to fully comply with its 
obligations under Irish financial services legislation; and

- Adequate and effective control of loan servicing in the State to enable Central Bank over-
sight.

In addition, the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act, 2015 en-
sures that a regulated credit servicing firm cannot do something, or fail to do something, which 
would be a prescribed contravention if performed, or not performed, by a retail credit firm.  The 
legislation also prevents the owner of credit from instructing a regulated credit servicing firm 
to perform such an action.  Therefore the borrower is protected because the owner cannot give 
an instruction that would breach the rules but also the instruction cannot be implemented by 
the regulated credit servicer, over whom the Central Bank has oversight as a regulated entity.

Nonetheless, my Department will continue to keep all relevant legislation under review in 
order to ensure that borrowers whose loans have been sold are properly protected and do not 
lose any protections that they previously enjoyed.  In addition, the Department of Finance ex-
pects that the Central Bank, as regulator of credit servicing firms, will be vigilant in this area 
and raise any specific instances where they have found consumers have not had their protec-
tions upheld or that their positions have been disadvantaged.

04/04/2017WRL02000Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Management

04/04/2017WRL02100180. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the amount of funding that has 
been made available through the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund for social and affordable 
housing provision; if he is satisfied with the current rates of interest being charged to borrowers 
through the fund; if he is reviewing the operation of the mechanisms through which credit is 
accessed from the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16352/17]

04/04/2017WRL02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, in the so-
cial and affordable housing market, in line with Rebuilding Ireland commitments, the Ireland 
Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) and a number of key Government Departments are examining 
the feasibility of establishing a funding vehicle, in conjunction with the private sector, which 
could facilitate investment in social and affordable housing. 

Key factors which must be addressed to facilitate ISIF involvement in such projects include: 
the commercial viability of proposals; Eurostat treatment of fund structures which receive a 
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substantial proportion of their revenue from Government sources; and the ability to create off-
balance sheet vehicles outside of the existing PPP model.  Engagement with the other stake-
holders in both the public and private sector, including with Eurostat, is ongoing. 

ISIF informs me that whilst it has made progress in conjunction with the other stakeholders 
in the public and private sectors in respect of this opportunity, as well as other potential social 
housing investment opportunities, there are still considerable hurdles including commerciality 
and balance sheet treatment as identified in Rebuilding Ireland.  These hurdles must be over-
come before any such proposals can be brought to a successful conclusion. 

Separately, ISIF is making a very substantial contribution to new private housing supply 
which is critical in terms of meeting the pent up demand for housing across all sectors of the 
market.  In line with its double bottom line mandate, ISIF has already invested in a number of 
significant financing platforms and projects in the construction sector, and is actively examining 
other investment opportunities.  

ISIF has total investment commitments to housing investment vehicles of €404m compris-
ing €325m in Activate Capital, €25m in the Ardstone Residential Partnership and €54m to stu-
dent accommodation in DCU.  In addition ISIF has committed €125m in total to more general 
real estate investment vehicles, including €75m to the Wilbur Ross Cardinal Commercial Real 
Estate Mezzanine Debt Fund and €50m to Quadrant Real Estate Advisors, both of which to date 
have completed some investment in housing.  Through these ISIF-supported projects, 8,400 
housing units are expected to be delivered in the near term (a small portion of which has already 
been delivered).

In addition, ISIF’s current near term pipeline of potential housing projects including in the 
build-to-rent sector and off-campus student accommodation as well as a smaller project that 
may have the ability to deliver some affordable housing, indicates potential to deliver a further 
8,700 units in total.

ISIF is working with local authorities and private developers on the financing of housing-
enabling infrastructure.  Its pipeline includes one private sector pilot housing infrastructure 
project (totalling approximately 3,000 units) which is actively being progressed.  Public sector 
projects (also totalling approximately 3,000 units) are currently being considered; the extent 
to which these projects can be progressed will in part depend on whether Local Infrastructure 
Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) or other forms of financing can be leveraged to complement 
ISIF financing.

ISIF is also currently engaging with a range of Higher Education Institutions (“HEIs”) in 
respect of the provision by them of on-campus student accommodation.  

ISIF invests on a risk adjusted basis in the various housing financing platforms and these 
platforms, in turn, provide finance, also on a risk adjusted basis, to developers, which can be 
equity or debt according to the business model of each platform.  The interest rate applied to any 
individual debt financing arrangement therefore relates to the level of risk and other investment 
factors in the underlying housing development proposal.

04/04/2017WRL02300Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRL02400181. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the preparations and contingency 
plans his Department has put in place in the event of a British exit from the European Union; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16353/17]
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04/04/2017WRL02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Finance has been 
assessing and preparing for the impact of a British exit from the European Union since well 
before the referendum on 23 June 2016.  Work was carried out in the Department to assess 
the potential economic and financial sector implications arising, including through the ESRI-
Department of Finance research programme study published in November 2015 titled ‘Scoping 
the Possible Economic Implications of Brexit on Ireland’.  This work was undertaken within the 
whole-of-Government framework established by the Department of the Taoiseach.

Following the result of the UK referendum and to prepare for the forthcoming negotiations, 
work has been intensified across the whole of Government level including in my own Depart-
ment.  A Brexit Unit within the EU and International Division was established in July 2016 to 
oversee and coordinate this work and to act as a key liaison point with the Department of the 
Taoiseach, in particular.  In addition, the Department of Finance staff complement in the Irish 
Permanent Representation to the EU in Brussels has been strengthened.  The challenges which 
we face as a result of Brexit is mainstreamed across all divisions of my Department and this is 
reflected in business planning. 

As part of Budget 2017, the Department of Finance published the Economic and Fiscal 
outlook which presented a full macroeconomic projection including updated estimates of eco-
nomic growth, the public finances and the fiscal space, taking account inter alia of the impact of 
Brexit.  In addition, the Department published detailed analysis of sectorial exposure to Brexit 
across the economy.  Utilising the Department of Finance sectorial exposure analysis, Budget 
2017 included a number of measures to respond to the challenges of Brexit, to mitigate future 
risks, and to support any opportunities that might arise.  These include measures to support 
SMEs, entrepreneurship, agri-food and Irish exporters.

More recently, the Department has worked with the ESRI to deepen the macroeconomic 
analysis and a report titled ‘Modelling the Medium to Long Term Potential Macroeconomic 
Impact of Brexit on Ireland’ was published in November 2016.  In April 2017, updated mac-
roeconomic forecasts will be published by my Department, as part of the Stability Programme 
Update.

We know from our own published research that the potential impact on the Irish economy 
is significant.  It is important to recognise that the full impact of the UK’s exit is only expected 
to materialise over time.  As we cannot control the international environment, we will need to 
continue to improve our competitiveness, including by focussing on costs we can control, by 
boosting our productivity and ensuring sustainable public finances. 

The best and most immediate policy under the Government’s control to counter the likely 
negative economic impacts of Brexit is to prudently manage the public finances in order to 
ensure that Ireland’s economy continues to remain competitive in the face of future economic 
headwinds.  In this context, in Budget 2017, I signalled a lower debt target of 45 per cent of 
GDP for the mid-to-late 2020s.  This will help to provide an additional fiscal ‘shock absorber’ 
capacity to the public finances to help withstand any shock including that of the impact of 
Brexit.  It will also complement the contingency or ‘rainy day’ fund which will be established 
following the achievement of a balanced budget in 2018 and will help provide a further counter-
cyclical buffer.

Separately, Brexit will provide opportunities for Ireland to increase its share of financial 
services based inward investment.  Minister of State Eoghan Murphy T.D. has responsibility 
for Financial Services, including the implementation of the IFS2020 Strategy.  The IFS2020 
Strategy is a dynamic and evolving strategy.  On January 23rd the Minister of State launched 
the IFS2020 Action Plan for 2017.  Brexit both underpins this year’s Action Plan while also fea-
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turing in individual measures to achieve the strategic priorities of IFS2020.  We will continue 
to leverage our IFS2020 Strategy to maximise any opportunities  . 

The work being done by the Department will be an important input to ensuring that Ireland 
will be in a position to counter any negative economic impact arising from Brexit and to ensure 
that Ireland’s interests are protected in the upcoming negotiations at EU level.  The Department 
will continue to monitor the economic impacts, to carry out relevant analysis and to frame bud-
getary policy advice in this new context.

04/04/2017WRL02600Financial Institutions Levy

04/04/2017WRL02700182. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a full report on 
the way in which the annual €150 million banking levy will be calculated as it extends to 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16354/17]

04/04/2017WRL02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I outlined in my response to the 
Deputy’s questions on 17th January and 28th February last, in accordance with Section 126AA 
of the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999, an annual levy was imposed on certain financial 
institutions for each of the years 2014, 2015 and 2016.  The levy was charged at 35% of the 
Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid by a financial institution in 2011 and raises approxi-
mately €150 million annually for the Exchequer.  In the case of a financial institution where the 
amount of DIRT in the base year does not exceed €100,000, the levy is not payable.

In the budget statement two years ago, I announced that I intended to extend the levy for a 
further five years to 2021.  I indicated that the overall yield from the levy would be maintained 
at €150 million annually but that I would undertake a review of the DIRT based methodology 
for calculating the levy.

That review, which included a public consultation on the issue, was undertaken by my De-
partment in early 2016.  Following that review, I decided that the DIRT based formula should be 
retained but that the base year for calculating the levy in 2017 and 2018 would be changed from 
2011 to 2015.  I have also decided to introduce a rolling two-year series of base years which 
will introduce a new base year of 2017 for calculating the levy in 2019 and 2020 and a new base 
year of 2019 for calculating the levy in 2021. 

The introduction of the rolling two-year series of base years has a twofold effect.  Firstly, it 
ensures that financial institutions entering the market over the five further years for which the 
levy will apply will be subject to the levy and financial institutions exiting the market will cease 
to be subject to the levy.  Secondly, it will help to correct, on an ongoing basis, any anomalies 
for individual institutions thrown up by prevailing market conditions, such as the interest rate 
offering, in any one year.

In order to maintain the annual yield from the levy at €150 million, I have to increase the 
rate at which the levy is charged from 35% to 59% for 2017.  This is because the assessable 
amount, DIRT payments in 2015, have reduced significantly since 2011.  This new rate, com-
bined with the new 2015 base year, will preserve the existing contribution of €150 million 
paid by the affected financial institutions.  That rate will be subject to review to ensure that the 
yield from the levy is not impacted from changes in interest rates and/or DIRT rates. 

04/04/2017WRL02900Mortgage Arrears Rate
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04/04/2017WRL03000183. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he has requested the Central 
Bank to procure an independent assessment of the arrears and negative equity loan books of the 
banks as per the recent programme for Government commitment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16355/17]

04/04/2017WRL03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the Cen-
tral Bank has an ongoing role in monitoring the level of arrears and negative equity on mort-
gage and other loan assets.  The Programme for a Partnership Government contains a range 
of commitments in the broad housing and banking area and my Department regularly engages 
with the Central Bank on all the Programme for Government Commitments which will impact 
on the Central Bank and its role in relation to mortgages.

In this context, the Central Bank last year produced a report on mortgage arrears follow-
ing my request to the Governor.  This report provides a detailed assessment of mortgage ar-
rears in banks and non-bank entities and includes analysis on mortgage restructuring activity 
and the range of solutions offered that may affect borrowers’ capacity to remain in their primary 
residence.  This report was published on 16th December 2016 and is available on http://www.
finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/publications/reports-research/report-
mortgage-arrears-2016.  The report notes that progress on mortgage arrears is well established 
and clearly moving in the right direction.  In addition, the Central Bank considers the range 
of restructures offered by banks to be broadly appropriate in balancing consumer protection 
imperatives, and maintaining a mortgage market for all borrowers, and a functioning banking 
system.

Furthermore, the Central Bank publishes quarterly statistics on Residential Mortgage Ar-
rears and Repossessions.  In addition, the Central Bank’s Household Credit Market Report 
contains data on negative equity.  The latest report for the second half of 2016 is available at 
https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/publications/household-credit-market-report/
household-credit-market-report-2016h2.pdf?sfvrsn=4 and table 7 (Page 20) in the report pres-
ents the percentage of loans in default and in negative equity.  The data in the Household Credit 
Market Report are for 2015 and do not reflect changes to loan balances and house prices since 
December 2015.  The Central Bank estimates that 15 per cent of PDH loans  and 26 per cent of 
BTL loans were in negative equity at end December 2015 of which 10 per cent of PDH and 14 
per cent of BTL loans were deemed to be performing. 

The Deputy should also be aware of the most recent Central Bank Residential Mortgage 
Arrears and Repossessions quarterly bulletin for Q4 of 2016 which indicates that the level of 
mortgages in arrears is continuing to fall for the fourteenth consecutive quarter, with the cohort 
of loans in arrears for more than 720 days recording the sixth quarterly decline to date and a 
3.2 per cent quarter-on-quarter decrease, the largest  quarterly decline in this category to date.

04/04/2017WRL03200Public Interest Directors

04/04/2017WRL03300184. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he has ceased appointing new 
public interest directors to the banks; the reform of the procedures for the appointment of bank 
directors by the State that is currently being considered; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16356/17]

04/04/2017WRL03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the Programme for a Partnership 
Government (‘PPG’) the Government has committed to, “Cease to appoint new Public Interest 
Directors to the banks, and reform the procedures for the appointment of bank directors by the 
State, with a view to increasing transparency in the process”. 
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 As the Deputy will be aware, the rights for the State to appoint public interest directors to 
the boards of the Covered Institutions were derived from the terms of the guarantee schemes 
introduced in 2008 and last for the period of the guarantee.  The last of the guaranteed liabilities 
are due to mature between now and Spring 2018 and as such I do not expect to make any new 
appointments of Public Interest Directors to the board of the banks.

Going forward however the State will have the ability to appoint directors to banks in which 
we have a large shareholding.  My officials are developing new procedures for any future ap-
pointments to bank boards, that will address the commitment in the PPG.

 Any new appointment procedure for bank directors needs to have due regard to the distinct 
differences which exist relative to appointments to State boards.  These include the fact that the 
State is not the only shareholder in these banks, the requirements of the Central Bank/SSM Fit-
ness and Probity Regime and the requirement to have a broad set of expertise relevant to large 
regulated entities in an ever more complex regulatory environment.

04/04/2017WRM0010004/04/2017WRM00200Fuel Laundering

04/04/2017WRM00300185. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase enforcement 
and sanctions for fuel laundering in view of the programme for Government commitment and 
the estimates in the British-Irish Parliamentary Assembly report on cross-Border crime of the 
loss to the Exchequer by fuel fraud to be in the range of €140 million to €260 million per year; 
if he has met his Northern Irish counterpart on this issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16357/17]

04/04/2017WRM00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is inherently difficult to estimate with 
confidence the extent of any illegal activity and it is not possible, therefore, to put a figure on the 
cost to the Exchequer of fuel laundering.  Nevertheless, the serious threat that criminal activ-
ity of this kind poses to legitimate and compliant businesses, consumers and the Exchequer is 
recognised, and action against it has accordingly been a priority for Revenue over recent years.

Revenue has implemented a comprehensive strategy to tackle the illegal fuel trade, includ-
ing the introduction of stringent new supply chain controls underpinning a rigorous programme 
of enforcement action and supported by a range of new legislative measures that I brought 
forward in Finance Acts.  In addition, Revenue and HM Revenue and Customs in the United 
Kingdom undertook a joint initiative to find a new fiscal marker for use in marked fuels, which 
was introduced in Ireland and the United Kingdom from the beginning of April 2015. 

I understand that the industry view is that the measures implemented to date have been 
successful in curtailing fuel laundering in Ireland.  I am also advised that Revenue conducted 
a National Random Sampling Programme in January 2016, with a view to obtaining an up-
dated picture of the extent of the fuel laundering problem.  The programme involved selecting 
a random sample comprising nearly one in every ten of the 2,500 holders of Auto Fuel Trader 
Licences (any trader that produces, sells, deals in, or keeps for sale or delivery road diesel is 
legally obliged to hold such a licence).  Road diesel samples were taken from all traders in 
the programme and tested for the presence of the new marker.  No evidence of the new fiscal 
marker was found in any of the samples tested.  The random sampling programme was repeated 
in January 2017 and again, no evidence of the fiscal marker was found.  This provides very per-
suasive evidence that the strategy undertaken in recent years has been successful in addressing 
the laundering problem. 

Revenue works closely with An Garda Síochána in acting against fuel fraud, and the rel-
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evant authorities in the State also work closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland, 
through cross-border enforcement groups, to target the organised crime groups that are respon-
sible for a large proportion of this criminal activity.  This work is being supported and facilitated 
by the setting up in 2016, in the framework of “A Fresh Start: the Stormont Agreement and 
Implementation Plan”, of a Joint Agency Task Force, which includes Revenue as well as An 
Garda Síochána and their Northern Ireland counterparts.  Revenue also works in close coop-
eration with the relevant authorities in other jurisdictions, the European Anti-Fraud Office and 
other international bodies and agencies in the ongoing programmes of action at international 
level to combat the illicit fuel trade.  Since 2014 there has been just one fuel laundry detection 
(in December 2016 in the Castleblayney area) and the level of detections of laundered fuel has 
decreased considerably.  The most recent detection of laundered fuel occurred during March 
this year at a premises in Arklow where Revenue officers seized approximately 15,000 litres of 
laundered fuel and an oil tanker used to transport the illicit fuel.  The new marker was a signifi-
cant contributor to the detection and seizure.

The penalties for offences relating to fuel fraud are laid down in section 119 of the Finance 
Act 2001 and section 102 of the Finance Act 1999.  On conviction following summary prosecu-
tion under these provisions, a court may impose a fine of €5,000, or a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding 12 months, or both.  Where a person is convicted for an indictable offence, the court 
may impose a term of imprisonment not exceeding 5 years, or a fine not exceeding €126,970, 
or both.  In addition, for an indictable offence under section 119 of the Finance Act 2001, if the 
value of the fuel concerned in the fraud exceeds €250,000, including duty and taxes, the court 
may impose a penalty of three times the value of the fuel, or a term of imprisonment not exceed-
ing 5 years, or both.  The current levels of fines were introduced by the Finance Act 2010 and 
represented significant increases over the previous amounts: for example, the fine on conviction 
for an indictable offence was increased from €12,695 to an amount not exceeding €126,970.

The Courts decide on the amount of the fine to be imposed in any particular case and, in 
practice, do not apply fines up to the existing limits.  There are no proposals at present to in-
crease the level of fines available to the courts.  However, the position is kept under review tak-
ing account, among other considerations, of the practical experience of the fines imposed under 
the current provisions.

I am satisfied that Revenue’s work against fuel laundering has achieved a considerable level 
of success, and I am assured that action against fuel fraud will continue to be a high priority.

04/04/2017WRM00500Tax Code

04/04/2017WRM00600186. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance when a new tax on sugar drinks 
will be introduced; the estimated annual yield from such a tax; the rate at which the new tax 
should be set and the types of drinks included within its scope; the preparation currently being 
undertaken in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16358/17]

04/04/2017WRM00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is my intention to introduce a tax on 
sugar-sweetened drinks in April 2018, to coincide with the introduction of a similar tax in the 
UK at that time.

The 2016 Tax Strategy papers estimated potential yields from a tax on sugar sweetened 
drinks based on a total soft drink sales in Ireland of 685.4 million litres per annum.  The TSG 
papers estimated that the tax would apply to 60% of these sales.  My Department has been in-
formed by the soft drinks industry that due to the continual reformulation of products by that 
industry the total taxable soft drink products in now closer to 50%.  Based on this information 
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the estimated yields are set out as follows.

- € € € € € € € €
Rate per 
hl

€2.46 €4.93 €7.39 €9.85 €12.32 €24.64 €36.96 €49.27

Increase 
330ml 
can

1c 2c 3c 4c 5c 10c 15c 20c

Yield €8.4m €16.9m €25.3m €33.7m €42.2m €84.4m €126.6m €168.7m

It is important to note that the proposed introduction date of the tax on sugar sweetened 
drinks is April 2018 and the soft drinks industry continue to reformulate their products, reduc-
ing sugar content, in order to limit their exposure to the tax.  This indicates that the policy is 
already having a positive impact prior to its introduction, however, this means that the resulting 
tax yield will likely be less than estimated.  The UK recently revised down their estimated yield 
from £520m to £380m on the basis of industry reformulation.

I have not yet finalised the structure, scope or rate of the tax, so estimates are preliminary 
and subject to change.  Officials from my Department are engaged in ongoing communication 
with the soft drinks industry to ensure the tax, when introduced, is effective and implemented 
in an administratively straightforward manner.  It is expected that the underpinning legislation 
will be introduced in this year’s Finance Act.

04/04/2017WRM00800Credit Availability

04/04/2017WRM00900187. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he has reviewed the most re-
cent quarterly bank watch study from ISME on the ability of small and medium firms to receive 
loan approval and access to credit; his views on the refusal rate of 35% for requests for credit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16359/17]

04/04/2017WRM01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware, the most 
recent ISME Bank Watch Survey for Quarter 1 2017 noted that 23% of companies who ap-
plied for funding in the three months covering December 2016 to February 2017 were refused 
credit by their banks.  The figure the Deputy is referring to was reported in the survey results 
for Quarter 2 2016.

The Deputy will also be aware that my Department conducts a biannual SME Credit De-
mand Survey.  This survey series, currently being conducted by Behaviour & Attitudes, is the 
most comprehensive survey of SME credit demand in Ireland, covering over 1,500 respondents 
and involving over 6,000 direct telephone calls to SMEs.  SMEs of all sizes trading in all sec-
tors, excluding property development and speculative activities, and in all regions are included.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recently published Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey covering the period April to September 2016 which can be found 
at http://www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/sme-credit-lending.  This 
latest survey indicates that the majority of credit requests continue to be approved fully with 
84% of credit applications (excluding ‘still pending’) approved or partially approved.  The cur-
rent rate of decline stands at 15% of all applications.

The Central Bank of Ireland’s most recent SME Market Report for the second half of 2016 
also shows that rejection rates, for credit applications by SMEs, loan/overdraft rejection rates 
are in line with euro area averages.  This report can be found here: http://www.centralbank.ie/
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publications/Documents/SME%20Market%20Report%202016H2.pdf

The Government remains committed to the SME sector.  I can assure the Deputy that my 
Department, working with other relevant Departments and Agencies such as the Credit Review 
Office, will continue to advance policies to support and monitor the availability of both bank 
and non-bank credit so as to ensure that viable Irish SMEs have sufficient access to finance.

04/04/2017WRM01100Corporation Tax Regime

04/04/2017WRM01200188. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance when the European Commission 
will make a final report on the tax affairs of a company (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16360/17]

04/04/2017WRM01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Commission published 
the Final Decision in the Apple State aid case in December 2016.  This was sent to Ireland at 
the end of August 2016.  Ireland does not accept the Commission’s analysis, which is why we 
have lodged an application with the General Court of the European Union to annul the whole 
Decision.  It will likely be several years before the matter is ultimately settled by the European 
Courts.

04/04/2017WRM01400Banking Sector Regulation

04/04/2017WRM01500189. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the discussions his Department 
has had with the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs regarding 
the establishment of a local public bank network here as committed to in the programme for 
Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16361/17]

04/04/2017WRM01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Programme for Government com-
mits the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to thoroughly in-
vestigate the German Sparkassen model for the development of local public banks that operate 
within well-defined regions.  It also calls for the investigation of a new model of community 
banking that could provide a suite of banking services through the Post Office Network, such 
as the Kiwibank model in New Zealand, where the Post Office-owned bank provides a com-
prehensive suite of financial services, from personal loans and bank accounts to credit cards, 
business banking, and insurance. 

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs have undertaken a 
period of consultation on this matter.  The consultation closed on 29 March.  

The Department of Finance has been in close contact with the Department of Arts, Heritage, 
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs on this matter both before and during the consultation 
period, and has attended a number of the consultation meetings, when requested to do so by the 
lead Department. 

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, assisted by the 
Department of Finance, will be producing a report for both the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Re-
gional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Minister for Finance setting out their conclusions 
on the investigation into Local Public Banks.  This report is expected to be completed by the 
end of May 2017.
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04/04/2017WRM01700European Investment Bank Loans

04/04/2017WRM01800190. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the discussions his Department 
has had with the European Investment Bank and other Government Departments to establish an 
off balance sheet special purpose vehicle to draw down funding from the EIB to facilitate large 
scale mixed social and private residential development; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16362/17]

04/04/2017WRM01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department in conjunction with a 
number of other Departments as well as ISIF and the NTMA, is examining the feasibility of 
establishing, in conjunction with the private sector, a Housing Investment Fund, in a way that is 
both off-balance sheet and is commercially viable.  This vehicle should be capable of funding 
the delivery of substantial new mixed-tenure residential developments, comprising social and 
private housing.

Whilst a major objective of any such funding vehicle is to leverage additionality in terms 
of social housing supply, it is envisaged that a substantial portion of the overall supply of new 
units may need to be for private housing to meet the commerciality test and to satisfy the re-
quirements of an off-balance sheet investment model.    

Although there have been a number of recent proposals in this space from private sector 
residential investors and developers, none have proven to be either commercial or likely to pass 
the requirements for an off-balance sheet model.  

Engagement with a wide array of key stakeholders in both the public and private sector 
is ongoing and involves the input of relevant Government Departments, the CSO and others.  
There is ongoing engagement, also, with the European authorities, including Eurostat, and the 
European Commission. 

Initial discussions with the EIB have taken place, and these have explored possible EIB 
participation in funding the housing model.  These discussions follow recent interaction be-
tween this Department and ISIF with the EIB regarding EIB support for housing projects in 
other Member States.  Initial discussions and soundings indicate that the EIB is interested in 
supporting a housing model.  Attention is now focused on developing a model which meets the 
off-balance sheet requirements, and one in which the EIB might participate.

On the occasion of the formal launch of the EIB Group office in Ireland on 9 December 
2016, I chaired the first meeting of the EIB-Ireland Financing Group, comprising relevant Gov-
ernment Ministers, heads of agencies and EIB senior management.  One of the purposes of the 
Group is to examine opportunities for using EIB financing and technical assistance to address 
housing, transport and other infrastructure investment requirements.  The Group is supported 
by three sub-groups of officials and agency representatives, one of which is tasked with ad-
dressing issues in the area of Social Infrastructure, including housing.  My officials are continu-
ing to engage with the work of the sub-groups.

04/04/2017WRM02000Credit Union Regulation

04/04/2017WRM02100191. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the progress his Department has 
made in respect of the EUROSTAT investigation into the establishment by the Government of a 
bond to finance social housing investment suitable for credit unions to invest their surplus funds 
in; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16363/17]
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04/04/2017WRM02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As previously referred to in Parliamen-
tary Question number 208 of 28 February 2017, the Government has been exploring potential 
mechanisms that would facilitate investment in social housing, including the off-balance sheet 
potential of private institutional investment.  Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) led en-
gagement on the Housing Fund mentioned in Rebuilding Ireland, with a number of actors in-
cluding both the Central Statistics Office (CSO) and Eurostat, is currently ongoing.  

The agreed Programme for a Partnership Government recognises the potential role that 
credit unions can play in housing finance.  Officials from both my Department and the Depart-
ment of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government have met with credit union rep-
resentative bodies on a number of occasions to examine how credit unions can assist in the area 
of social housing.  Officials from both Departments have also met with the Central Bank.  The 
Central Bank is currently engaging with the sector on proposals for credit unions to provide 
funding for social housing and has stated that while it does not comment on specific proposals, 
such investments could be facilitated by future regulations made by the Central Bank, where 
appropriate.

The Central Bank has also stated that it is willing to consider the type of regulations that 
would be required to facilitate such proposals.  Ultimately, any funding mechanisms will have 
to be put in place in the first instance by the credit unions themselves, with the support of their 
members, and with agreement of the Central Bank.

  Question No. 192 answered with Question No. 168.

04/04/2017WRM02600Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRM02700193. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the steps the Revenue Commis-
sioners have taken to identify possible customs posts on the Border; the locations that have been 
examined for these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16365/17]

04/04/2017WRM02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s headline priorities in 
response to Brexit are well known: minimising the impact on trade and the economy; protecting 
the Northern Ireland Peace Process; maintaining the Common Travel Area; and influencing the 
future of the European Union.  It is quite clear that there are major challenges ahead for the EU, 
the UK and for Ireland.

The position in relation to the border with Northern Ireland in the context of Brexit is very 
clear and has been articulated by the Taoiseach on several occasions and again by Government 
on the triggering of Article 50.  Continued freedom of movement, absence of a hard border, and 
minimal impact on business and trade are key objectives.  The Government is clear that any 
manifestation of a hard border would have very negative consequences.  A key priority is to en-
sure the continued free flow of trade on the island and the need to avoid a hard border.  Clearly 
in this regard the closer the trading relationship between the UK and EU the better.

My Department has been preparing for the impact of Brexit since well before the referen-
dum on 23 June 2016, with this work now intensified.  The primary areas for the Department 
of Finance relate to the economic and financial sector implications stemming from Brexit.  This 
work is being undertaken within the whole-of-Government framework established by the De-
partment of the Taoiseach.  A consolidated paper providing more detail about Ireland’s priori-
ties and approach to the negotiations ahead is due to be published in advance of the European 
Council meeting on 29 April.

The precise arrangements that will apply after Brexit will depend on the outcome of nego-
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tiations between the EU and UK that will now take place following formal notification under 
Article 50 on Wednesday last, 29 March.

04/04/2017WRM02900Departmental Reports

04/04/2017WRM03000194. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance when the results of the consulta-
tion process into the impact of bogus self-employment arrangements will be published; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16366/17]

04/04/2017WRM03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The consultation process on “the use of 
intermediary-type employment structures and self-employment arrangements and their impact 
on tax and PRSI” invited submissions from interested parties on possible measures to address 
the loss to the Exchequer that may arise under two sets of arrangements:

- where an individual, who would otherwise be an employee, establishes a company to pro-
vide his or her services, and

- where an individual, who is dependent on, and under the control of, a single employer in 
the same  manner as an employee, is classified as a self-employed individual. 

As soon as the report on this process reaches me, and my colleague the Minister for Social 
Protection, we will consider its contents and then I expect we will publish it. 

Therefore I am not yet in a position to give the Deputy an exact date for publication but I 
am informed that the drafting and editing process, being undertaken by a working group of of-
ficials, is now in the final stages.

04/04/2017WRM03200Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base Negotiations

04/04/2017WRM03300195. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken in the in-
terests of protecting Ireland’s tax sovereignty in view of the recent developments in respect of 
the common consolidated tax base; the discussions he has had with his ECOFIN colleagues in 
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16367/17]

04/04/2017WRM03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Commission’s proposal 
for a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB) was published in October 2016 and 
discussed at the November 2016 ECOFIN meeting.  During the discussion, which was held in 
public session, a number of my fellow Ministers gave some initial impressions of the proposal.

At the December 2016 ECOFIN, Council Conclusions were approved in respect of the 
Commission’s wider package which includes the CCCTB proposal but there was no specific 
discussion of the proposals at that meeting.  I expect that there will be a further discussion on 
this proposal at June 2017 ECOFIN when the Maltese Presidency reports on the tax work car-
ried out during the first half of the year. 

The CCCTB is a complex and detailed proposal and Member States need to analyse fully  
its potential impact on national tax systems.  Member States have begun to discuss and debate 
the various aspects of the proposal in the relevant tax working parties.  Ireland is engaging 
constructively in these discussions while continuing to assess whether it is in line with our 
long-term interests.  

Member States maintain full sovereignty on tax matters and unanimity is required before 
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any proposal can be agreed.

04/04/2017WRN0010004/04/2017WRN00150Credit Unions

04/04/2017WRN00200196. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the progress he has made in the 
establishment of the credit union advisory committee; when the first meeting of the implemen-
tation group will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16368/17]

04/04/2017WRN00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union Advisory Commit-
tee (CUAC) in its Review of Implementation of the Recommendations in the Commission 
on Credit Unions Report (the Report) recommended the establishment of an Implementation 
Group for a specified period of time to oversee and monitor implementation of its recommenda-
tions in a methodical manner and to advise the Minister for Finance on progress.  

Publication of the Report in July 2016 was just the beginning of the process.  From Sep-
tember 2016 onwards CUAC continued working to enable a coherent implementation plan be 
devised and the Department worked closely with CUAC on this.

In line with CUAC’s recommendations, the Department invited one nominee from each of 
the stakeholder groups.  The Implementation Group consists of one representative from each of 
the following: Irish League of Credit Unions; Credit Union Development Association; Credit 
Union Managers’ Association; National Supervisors Forum; and the Central Bank.  The Imple-
mentation Group also has a CUAC representative and is chaired by the Department.  This broad 
membership will ensure participation and contribution from all credit union perspectives.

The Implementation Group has held two meeting to date,  with the first on 20 February 
2017 which was attended by all CUAC members and the second on 22 March 2017.  It is in-
tended that each CUAC recommendation will be addressed separately with a view to implemen-
tation at the appropriate time.  Meetings will continue to meet on a monthly basis with the next 
meeting scheduled for late April 2017.  The term of the Implementation Group is for one year 
which may be extended at the discretion of the Minister.  I look forward to receiving regular 
progress reports on the implementation of these very important recommendations.

04/04/2017WRN00350Credit Union Services

04/04/2017WRN00400197. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the progress his Department has 
made with the Central Bank on the request by a number of credit unions to expand their debit 
card and mortgage services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16369/17]

04/04/2017WRN00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union Act, 1997 (1997 Act) 
sets out the services that a credit union may provide to its members.  In addition, the Credit 
Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016 (2016 Regulations) set out ser-
vices exempt from additional services requirements.  Where a credit union wishes to provide 
services to its members, other than those services that are provided for under the 1997 Act or 
the list of services exempt from the additional services requirements set out in the 2016 Regula-
tions, an application may be made to the Central Bank for approval to provide such additional 
services in accordance with the provisions set out in sections 48-52 of the 1997 Act. 

Debit card provision (and the necessary underlying payment account service) is an addition-
al service and as such requires Central Bank approval.  The Central Bank has recently approved 
a suite of additional services known as a Member Personal Current Account Service (MPCAS) 
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under the Additional Services Framework set out in sections 48-52 of the 1997 Act.  This ser-
vice, which was recently approved for a number of credit unions, provides for credit unions 
to offer debit cards, overdrafts and a full range of payment services within an appropriate risk 
framework.  The Central Bank is currently processing a significant number of additional appli-
cations for this service.  Details of MPCAS and the approval process, along with the application 
requirements and related guidance are on the Central Bank’s website.  In its communication to 
the sector on MPCAS on 9 December 2016, the Central Bank highlighted that it will continue 
to consider all applications for provision of additional services including debit cards.

Currently credit unions can provide mortgages to members, within certain maturity limits 
contained in the 2016 Regulations.  The 2016 Regulations set out the percentage of a credit 
union’s loan book that can be outstanding for periods exceeding both five and ten years, as 
well as limits on the maximum outstanding liability to an individual member.  Under the 2016 
Regulations, issued by the Central Bank in January 2016, credit unions continue to be allowed 
to lend up to 30% of their loan book over five years and up to 10% of their loan book over 10 
years, subject to a maximum maturity of 25 years.  In addition, credit unions are able to ap-
ply to the Central Bank for an extension to their longer term lending limits (up to 40% of their 
loan book over 5 years and up to 15% of their loan book over 10 years).  Approval is subject to 
conditions set by the Central Bank.  There are currently 11 credit unions approved to avail of 
increased longer term lending limits.

The Central Bank informs me that the December 2016 Prudential Return indicates that for 
the sector overall, total gross loans over 10 years amount to c. 2.7% of total loans in the credit 
union sector compared to the limit of 10% (and in some cases 15%).  

The Central Bank has indicated that while it can see longer term lending, including mort-
gages, as part of a balanced portfolio of total lending, in their analyses, credit unions need to 
consider the impact of longer term lending on interest margins, return on assets and on balance 
sheet structure, the issue of funding longer term lending with short term funding is a chal-
lenge for the credit union business model.  The Central Bank further informs me that consumer 
mortgage lending is an activity that has its own unique risk profile, and proposals to become 
involved in mortgage lending in a significant way must be supported by an evidenced based 
business case. 

The Credit Union Advisory Committee’s (CUAC) recent report provides a number of rec-
ommendations, one of which is to conduct a full review of lending limits.  I have established 
an Implementation Group which is due to meet for the third time later this month.  The Imple-
mentation Group  is currently assessing each of those recommendations with a view to imple-
mentation as appropriate.  Central to its work is ensuring a full examination of lending limits 
and concentration limits as recommended.  I look forward to regular progress reports from the 
Implementation Group as these recommendations are developed and implemented.

04/04/2017WRN00550Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRN00600198. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Finance the number of requests his De-
partment received for material to be made available in Braille format in each of the years 2014 
- 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by his Department; the cost 
implication and the person or body which provided the translation service. [16379/17]

04/04/2017WRN00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department provides assistance to 
staff and members of the public with a disability through the Disability Liaison Officer, and 
Access Officers as required under the Disability Act 2005.
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The Department has not received any requests for information to be supplied through braille 
between 2014-2016 from staff or members of the public.  In terms of communicating with per-
sons with disabilities who need assistance with accessing information, the Department has an 
Access Officer for Information, who’s details are on my Department’s website, (www.finance.
gov.ie).  The website strives to achieve “Triple-A” accessibility of the World Wide Web Con-
sortium’s (W3C) Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0.

04/04/2017WRN00750Mortgage Resolution Processes

04/04/2017WRN00800199. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16393/17]

04/04/2017WRN00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the Code 
of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) provides a strong consumer protection framework to 
ensure that borrowers in financial difficulty are treated in a timely, transparent, and fair manner 
by regulated entities.  It applies to the mortgage loan of a borrower which is secured by his/her 
primary residence.  It sets out how regulated entities must treat borrowers in or facing mortgage 
arrears, with due regard to the fact that each case of mortgage arrears is unique and needs to be 
considered on its own merits.  All such cases must be handled sympathetically and positively 
by the lender, with the objective at all times of assisting the borrower to meet his/her mortgage 
obligations.

I am informed by the Central Bank that while the CCMA does not provide a definition for 
“own merits”, a regulated entity must use the standard financial statement prescribed in the 
CCMA to obtain financial information from a borrower in arrears or in pre-arrears.  The CCMA 
requires that a regulated entity’s Arrears Support Unit must base its assessment on the full cir-
cumstances of each individual borrower, including:

- personal circumstances;

- overall indebtedness;

- the information provided in the standard financial statement;

- current repayment capacity; and 

- previous repayment history

In addition, each regulated entity must consider the borrower’s situation in the context of 
the solutions they provide.  I draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recent Mortgage Arrears 
and Restructures Data released by the Central Bank on 16 March, which showed that to end-
Q4 2016, the number of Principal Dwelling House (PDH) mortgage accounts in arrears has 
declined for the past fourteen quarters.   Almost 121,000 PDH accounts were also classified as 
restructured, of which 87% were reported to be meeting the terms of their arrangement.  This 
indicates that where borrowers actively engage with their lender under the CCMA,  it is more 
likely that an equitable arrangement will be found and that the borrower will be able to remain 
in their family home.

04/04/2017WRN00950NAMA Operations

04/04/2017WRN01000200. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 125 of 31 January 2017, if he will provide an update on his reply; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter.  [16436/17]

04/04/2017WRN01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the CJEU 
in the National Roads Authority v The Revenue Commissioners judgment decided key ques-
tions of principle in relation to the liability to VAT on tolls charged to road users by a public 
authority for the making available of road infrastructure (the Dublin Tunnel and the Westlink 
(M50) toll road), which were referred by the Appeal Commissioners.  However, the case has 
not yet been concluded.

I am also advised by Revenue that the effect of the judgment is that VAT does not apply to 
tolls collected from road users by a body governed by public law which carries on an activity 
consisting in providing access to a road on payment of a toll.  Prior to the judgment, Revenue’s 
position was that tolls were liable to VAT at the rate of 23%, which was collected from road us-
ers by toll operators regardless of whether they were a public body or a private operator.

Regardless of the judgment it remains that tolls collected by a body other than a body gov-
erned by public law which is engaged in the activity of making road infrastructure available on 
payment of a toll under national statutory provisions are still liable to VAT.

04/04/2017WRN01150House Prices

04/04/2017WRN01200201. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will review recent measures, 
including the introduction of the help to buy tax scheme and the relaxation of the Central 
Bank’s lending rules, in view of the fact that since those measures were taken there has been a 
3.9% increase in house prices in Dublin (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16441/17]

04/04/2017WRN01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Help 
to Buy incentive was initially announced on 19 July 2016 as part of ‘Rebuilding Ireland: Ac-
tion Plan for Housing and Homelessness’.  This plan contains a significant volume of responses 
to the current housing crisis, of which the Help to Buy incentive is one.  This comprehensive 
Action Plan takes a holistic approach in addressing the many interacting structural constraints 
affecting the housing market in areas such as planning and land use, as well as regulation and 
skills deficits in the construction sector.  While the primary focus of the Action Plan is to tackle 
structural constraints, fiscal supports can play a supporting and time-bound role in addressing 
the current problems in the housing sector.

It is in this context that the Help to Buy incentive should be considered.  Its role is to com-
plement the other measures in the Action Plan.  The extent to which the scheme could lead to an 
increase in residential property prices will very much depend on the speed and efficiency with 
which structural supply constraints are eliminated and residential building activity increases.  
Therefore, the impact of the Help to Buy incentive on property prices cannot be considered in 
isolation from the impact of other measures contained in the Action Plan, which are primarily 
designed to increase supply.

Regarding the Central Bank’s macro-prudential rules, these were initially introduced for 
residential mortgage lending by financial institutions regulated by the Central Bank in February 
2015, as part of its independent mandate to preserve and protect financial stability in Ireland.  
These macro-prudential measures apply certain loan-to-value (LTV) and loan-to-income (LTI) 
restrictions to residential mortgage lending. 

Following a review carried out last year, the Central Bank has made some limited adjust-
ments to these rules which came into effect on 1 January 2017.  The main change related to 
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first-time buyers and provided that the maximum LTV of 90% would now apply to the total 
value of the of the property (previously the 90 per cent limit was up to the first €220,000 value 
of the property and an 80 per cent LTV limit applied to any value above that threshold).  The 
maximum LTV mortgage limit for second and subsequent buyers of a primary home remained 
unchanged at 80 per cent of the value of the property, as did the LTI threshold limit of 3.5 times 
gross annual income.  These macro-prudential rules, however, do not remove the requirement 
on lenders to carry out appropriate credit worthiness assessments on all mortgage applications 
in line with the Consumer Protection Code and other consumer protection regulatory require-
ments.  The Central Bank is independent in these matters.

I wish to assure the Deputy that my Department continues to monitor developments in 
the property market including property prices on an ongoing basis.  I have already committed 
to commissioning an independent economic impact assessment of the Help to Buy incentive 
which will look at, among other issues, the impact on property prices.  However, it should be 
remembered that the high rates of house prices reflect the supply constrained nature of the Irish 
residential market, and price increases were a feature of the market long before the Help to Buy 
incentive was introduced.

In addition, the Help to Buy incentive has been introduced for two reasons - to assist first 
time buyers in putting together the requisite deposit to buy a home, and to encourage the con-
struction of new homes.  As such, I am not in a position to consider changes to the scheme so 
soon after implementing the Help to Buy incentive, as this would disrupt the incentive ef-
fect which is designed to create the conditions to encourage the construction of new homes.

04/04/2017WRN01350Insurance Coverage

04/04/2017WRN01400202. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to current problems faced by potential home buyers in traditionally flood prone areas that 
have had substantial remedial works to tackle flooding, in receiving quotes for home insurance; 
the outcomes that have come from talks between his Department, the OPW and the Irish Insur-
ance Federation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16444/17]

04/04/2017WRN01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am conscious of the difficulties that 
the absence of flood cover can cause to householders and businesses alike.  

However, the provision of insurance is a commercial matter for insurance companies and 
is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept and then ensuring that they 
have adequate provisioning to meet those risks. 

Insurance Ireland has informed me that its members, since 1 June 2014, have factored data 
on 16 completed flood defence schemes, provided by the OPW, into its overall assessment of 
flood risk.  In the last number of weeks, information on the completed scheme in Waterford 
has also been provided to Insurance Ireland.  This information has been provided as part of the 
information sharing arrangement entered into between OPW and Insurance Ireland (Memoran-
dum of Understanding).  The nature of this arrangement is such that it should lead to a greater 
availability of flood cover in previously higher risk areas, and at better prices.  In this regard, the 
Insurance Ireland/OPW working group, which the Department of Finance attends, now meets 
on a quarterly basis to support the information flow and to improve the understanding of issues 
between both parties.

The most recent Insurance Ireland survey of approximately 85% of the property insurance 
market in Ireland indicates that of the 16 completed defence schemes, 90% of policies in areas 
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benefitting from permanent flood defences include flood cover, while there has been an increase 
from 66% to 77% of policies in areas benefitting from demountable defences including flood 
cover. 

A sub-group has also been set up to explore the technical and administrative arrangements 
that may allow for the further sharing of data on flood insurance cover for those 300 areas where 
OPW has mapped flood risk through the CFRAM programme.  The first meeting of this sub-
group was held in January. 

Following a meeting last July between Minister of State Canney and Insurance Ireland it 
was agreed that information and data on the deployment protocols, warning systems and emer-
gency response systems in place where demountable defences are utilised would be provided to 
industry.  The purpose of this information is to enable the industry reassess the overall level of 
risk with demountable flood defences in this context.  It is hoped that this data will provide the 
robust information required for industry to reduce the risk it has associated with demountable 
defences and increase the levels of cover for these areas.  It should be noted that this informa-
tion has in the last number of weeks been provided to Insurance Ireland.  The provision of in-
formation and data relating to other areas are subject to ongoing discussions. 

Finally, you should be aware that a consumer can make a complaint to the Financial Ser-
vices Ombudsman in relation to any dealings with a Financial Services or Insurance provider 
during which they feel they have been unfairly treated.  In addition, individuals who are experi-
encing difficulty in obtaining flood insurance or believe that they are being treated unfairly may 
contact Insurance Ireland which operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who 
have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to insurance.

04/04/2017WRN01550Fiscal Policy

04/04/2017WRN01600203. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the tax changes that are al-
ready programmed through legislation, such as the decrease in DIRT year on year; the way 
these changes are factored into the fiscal space; the cost of each change per year, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16476/17]

04/04/2017WRN01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, discretionary 
revenue measures increase or decrease fiscal space depending on whether they raise or lower 
tax revenue.  Where tax expenditures are due to end, fiscal space in the following year will in-
crease.  Similarly, fiscal space will decrease if a revenue raising measure ends.  The key point of 
contact with the European Commission on these matters is the draft budgetary plan submitted 
for the year ahead by the 15th of October each year.  It includes a table in which the detail of 
measures worth more than 0.05% of GDP should be set out. 

The table below sets out the tax changes which are already legislated for and will have an 
impact on fiscal space in 2018 or beyond.  As Deputy is aware, measures which were introduced 
in Budget 2017 and took effect in 2017, will have a carryover effect into 2018 and use 2018 
fiscal space.  However, for the purpose of this reply these measures have been excluded as they 
have already been provided to the Deputy as part of the reply to Parliamentary Question 109 
(Ref number 14875/17) of the 28  March 2017.  In addition, tax measures which have already 
been legislated for but include a sunset clause have also been excluded from the reply.  These 
measures will be reviewed as part of the budgetary process each year to determine whether the 
provisions will be extended.

However, it is important to point out that as part of the annual Budget documentation, all tax 
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measures which are announced, regardless of whether the measures have been legislated for, 
are assumed to take place and therefore included in the fiscal space arithmetic.   

Tax measure 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Interest Relief  on Rented Residential Property.  
Section 97 (2) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997 provides for the restoration of full inter-
est deductibility in respect of interest on loans 
used in the purchase, improvement or repair of 
rented residential property over a 5 year period 
by way of annual increments of 5 percentage 
points.   

-8 -14 -14 -14 -6 

DIRT   The rate of DIRT will be decreased by 
2% each year until it reaches 33%

-9 -9 -9 - -

04/04/2017WRN01750Mortgage Interest Relief Data

04/04/2017WRN01800204. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost of retaining mort-
gage interest relief in its current form post 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16477/17]

04/04/2017WRN01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that any estimates related to the cost of mortgage interest relief (MIR) beyond 2017 
must be very tentative because they depend on a number of factors including the extent of 
mortgage redemption, mortgage interest arrears and mortgage interest rates.  

Bearing in mind such caveats and on the basis of retaining the same rates of relief, maintain-
ing the same ceilings on allowable interest and a comparable uptake of the relief to previous 
years, it is tentatively estimated that the cost of retaining MIR beyond 2017 would be in the 
order of €184 million per annum.  This figure is based on the cost of tax relief at source for 
mortgage interest in 2016, the latest year for which figures are available.

In my Budget speech last October, I confirmed my intention to extend MIR beyond the 
current end date on a tapered basis to 2020, in line with the commitment in the programme for 
Government.  The details of the extension will be set out in Budget 2018.  A review of policy 
considerations and potential costs of such an extension was contained in the Income Tax Re-
form Plan published by my Department in July last year and may be of interest to the Deputy.  
The plan is available at: 

www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/Income%20Tax%20Reform%20Plan-FINAL_0.pdf.

04/04/2017WRN01950Tax Data

04/04/2017WRN02000205. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Finance if there is a €1,520 fine for the 
submission of the F11 self return tax form in paper format; if a person is fined this amount if 
they do not have access to electronic submission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16521/17]

04/04/2017WRN02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that one of 
Revenue’s objectives in providing an efficient and cost effective service to taxpayers is to estab-
lish the use of electronic channels as the normal way of conducting business with them.
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Revenue on-line service (ROS) is a quick and secure facility for taxpayers to pay tax liabili-
ties, file tax returns, access tax details and claim repayments.  The ROS facilities are available 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Taxpayers using ROS to both pay their tax liability and file 
their return can benefit from an extension to existing deadlines. 

A Form 11 is the prescribed form to be used by self assessed income taxpayers in returning 
their income.  Since 1 January 2015 it has been mandatory for newly registering/re-registering 
income taxpayers to file their Form 11 via ROS.  Taxpayers in these categories no longer re-
ceive paper return forms in the post.  They are notified of their mandatory obligations by letter 
on registration and their agents are notified by email. 

A person may apply to Revenue to be excluded from the requirement to pay and file elec-
tronically on the grounds of a lack of capacity to fulfil their obligations.  In this context “capac-
ity” means sufficient access to the internet to both file a return, and pay any liability online.   An 
exclusion can also be sought where an individual is prevented by reason of age, or mental or 
physical infirmity from filing online.

Application for an exclusion should be made in writing stating the reason(s) to the tax-
payer’s local tax office.  Details of local tax offices are available on the Revenue website, www.
revenue.ie.  If Revenue refuse the exclusion request that refusal decision can be formally ap-
pealed to the Tax Appeals Commission for determination. 

Section 917EA Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for a penalty of €1,520 for failure to 
file a return or pay a liability online for a taxpayer who is obliged to do so. 

04/04/2017WRN02150Tender Process

04/04/2017WRN02200206. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance further to his Depart-
ment’s press release on 23 March 2017, the criteria applied during the tender competition for 
the firms selected as bookrunners; the expertise each individual firm will offer; the reason so 
many global firms are required when each firm selected has local expertise; the reason five firms 
are required to act as bookrunners; the fees each firm will charge for their services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16555/17]

04/04/2017WRN02300207. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the fees already paid to 
banks and institutions (details supplied) since their appointments as joint global co-ordinators 
and bookrunners in December 2016; the work they have carried out since their appointment; 
the reason for the appointment of five more bookrunners when three global firms were already 
in the position; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16556/17]

04/04/2017WRN02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 206 
and 207 together.

In December 2016, following a competitive procurement process, I announced that three 
firms were appointed to act as joint global co-ordinators to lead a selling syndicate in prepara-
tion for a possible AIB IPO.  On the 23rd of March this year I further announced the addition 
of five joint bookrunners and a co-lead manager to the syndicate.  The syndicate banks have 
been appointed until July 2018.  This provides the State with optionality on the timing of any 
such transaction through 2017 and 2018. 

A banking syndicate is a group of investment banks who are appointed to plan, structure 
and execute an IPO on behalf of a selling shareholder, in this case the sale of the State’s shares 
in AIB in line with the provisions set out in the Programme for a Partnership Government.  The 
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three global coordinators lead the transaction, performing most of the work, while the bookrun-
ners and co-lead manager will help to ensure coverage of the broadest possible range of relevant 
investors both by type and geography when it comes to the marketing and sales effort.  A strong 
banking syndicate is critical to the successful design and execution of an IPO, building investor 
interest in the shares and ultimately maximising value for the taxpayer.

An IPO is a complex and specialised undertaking, and my Department and their advisors 
have made significant progress in their preparations.  Work done by the global coordinators so 
far includes analysis of the bank’s business plan and potential ‘equity story’ which involved en-
gagement with the bank’s management team, planning a comprehensive marketing programme 
to international investors, due diligence, offer structuring as well as other necessary work-
streams. 

Fees are only payable to the syndicate on the completion of a successful transaction (i.e. 
no fees have been paid to date), and are proportional to the value of the transaction.  As such 
it is not possible to provide the exact quantum of fees that would be paid as no transaction has 
occurred.  The fees that have been negotiated by my officials are very competitive by reference 
to comparable transactions and are capped, while the number of banks appointed is also within 
precedent for an equity capital market transaction of this nature and size and does not affect the 
overall fee level payable.

Further, the Deputy should be aware that in line with the State agreements with AIB, that all 
fees incurred by the State in relation to any capital transaction will be paid by the bank.

04/04/2017WRN02450NAMA Operations

04/04/2017WRN02500208. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the total expected profits arising 
from NAMA by the time it winds up; if the proceeds will be used to repay the national debt; his 
other plans for the use of the profits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16573/17]

04/04/2017WRN02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would like to refer the Deputy to Par-
liamentary Question No. 126 of 21 February 2017 which also address these questions.  

Currently NAMA expects to redeem 100% of its guaranteed senior debt by the end of 2017 
and expects to redeem its subordinated debt in March 2020.  NAMA will focus on completing 
its ongoing deleveraging, its Dublin Docklands SDZ and residential funding programmes in the 
interim period to 2020.  NAMA’s most recent annual statement which provides further insight 
into the Agency’s expectations regarding these activities was laid before the Dail on 2 Novem-
ber 2016 and is also available on NAMA’s website.  As the Deputy will be aware, it is through 
the successful completion of these objectives that NAMA currently projects a surplus in the 
region of €2.3bn to be returned to the State once it completes it work.

As per section 60(2) of the NAMA Act 2009, NAMA may use surplus funds to redeem and 
cancel its debt.  Surplus funds may only be returned to the Central Fund once NAMA’s debt has 
been redeemed in full.

Any NAMA surplus paid into the Exchequer will be recorded in line with EUROSTAT rules 
and would likely be deemed a once-off capital receipt under non-tax revenue in the Financial 
Statements of the Exchequer.  

It will be a decision for the Government as to how any surplus returned by NAMA will be 
utilised.
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It has always been the Government’s intention to use such receipts from the resolution of the 
financial sector crisis to pay down our debt and help reduce our debt servicing costs.  Given the 
uncertainty around the specific timing of or the amount that will be realised, such receipts have 
not been included in our debt forecasts.  Debt reduction underpinned by our lower national debt 
target of 45 per cent of GDP, will increase the resilience of the public finances to deal with any 
potential shocks which may emerge in the future.

04/04/2017WRN02650Tax Data

04/04/2017WRN02700209. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of income tax-
payers; the total income and total tax paid across the earnings and income tax bands based on 
the most recent information that is available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16588/17]

04/04/2017WRN02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that Income 
Tax statistics are available on the Revenue Statistics webpage located at www.revenue.ie/en/
about/statistics/income-tax.html.  These tables show for 2014 (the latest year for which data are 
presently available) the number, the total gross income and tax paid across exempt, standard 
and higher rate income tax bands as requested by the Deputy.  The tables additionally provides 
a breakdown of the distribution of the number of income earners, the total taxable income 
and tax, by tax band for married, single and  widowed income tax cases. Updates for 2015 will 
be available in the coming months.

04/04/2017WRN02850Mortgage Interest Rates

04/04/2017WRN02900210. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the reason Irish citizens 
have to pay almost double the average European interest rates; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16614/17]

04/04/2017WRN03000220. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if the banks here are justi-
fied in charging higher mortgage interest rates than throughout the rest of Europe in view of the 
fact that taxpayers here are instrumental in bailing out the lending institutions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16739/17]

04/04/2017WRN03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 210 
and 220 together.

There are a number of factors, such as differences in national legal and housing systems, 
cultural preferences, the proximity of lenders to borrowers, which will impact on the levels of 
interest rates in different countries.  More directly, credit and market conditions, mortgage de-
fault rates and the funding of mortgage credit will also be relevant factors.

In particular legacy issues, such as a high level of non-performing loans on the balance 
sheets of Irish banks, together with other input costs were outlined in  a report published by the 
Central Bank of Ireland in May 2015 as factors which impact upon the pricing of variable rate 
mortgages in Ireland.  These legacy issues include higher costs from credit losses, higher fund-
ing costs, higher levels of capital  resulting from regulatory changes, higher required capital 
per euro of risk given the  severe loss experience in the crisis, higher operating cost per euro 
of loans given  falling balance sheets and the fixed cost base that comes with the infrastructure 
requirements of large retail banks.
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It is very important to ensure that new mortgages are sold to borrowers in a transparent man-
ner.  The Central Bank, therefore, requires that all mortgages are advertised and sold in accor-
dance with the requirements of financial services legislation (including Central Bank Codes), 
and that consumers who choose a given mortgage product (or to switch to a new product) are 
treated in accordance with these requirements in the context of the product they have chosen.  
Additionally, the Central Bank has carried out research which showed that there is scope for 
borrowers to save money by switching mortgages.  The Competition and Consumer Protec-
tion Commission has launched a mortgage switching tool for consumers (which itself notes 
the findings of the Central Bank research of cases where borrowers could make savings) and 
also recent changes have been made to the Consumer Protection Code which, inter alia, places 
an onus on a lender to provide information on other mortgage products offered by that lender 
which could provide savings to the borrower.

The issue of mortgage interest rates is a significant one for this Government.  In overall 
terms, the Government is of the opinion that increased competition is the best way to ensure that 
retail lending rates are driven down in a sustainable way for the market as a whole and thereby 
promote overall consumer welfare.

To that end, the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) is reviewing 
the mortgage market with a view to setting out options for Government in terms of market 
structure, legislation and regulation to lower the cost of secured mortgage lending and to im-
prove the degree of competition and consumer protection.  In liaison with the Central Bank, 
the CCPC has now commenced this work and announced a public consultation to gather views 
about the future of the Irish mortgage market. It is expected that the CCPC will produce the 
report outlining their proposals by the end of May 2017. 

This is a policy area that the Government will keep under active review in its ongoing en-
gagement with mortgage lenders and in implementing the Programme for Government commit-
ments to help deliver on a long term basis better outcomes for all mortgage borrowers.

04/04/2017WRO0010004/04/2017WRO00150Banking Sector

04/04/2017WRO00200211. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address matters 
(details supplied) with regard to the banking system; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16615/17]

04/04/2017WRO00300212. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address an is-
sue with regard to a group (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16616/17]

04/04/2017WRO00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 211 
and 212 together.

The Government has not ruled out introducing a Community/Public Banking model.  The 
Programme for Government commits the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs to thoroughly investigate the German Sparkassen model for the development 
of local public banks that operate within well-defined regions.  It also calls for the investigation 
of a new model of community banking that could provide a suite of banking services through 
the Post Office Network, such as the Kiwibank model in New Zealand, where the Post Office-
owned bank provides a comprehensive suite of financial services, from personal loans and bank 
accounts to credit cards, business banking, and insurance.  

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs have undertaken a 
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period of consultation on this matter.  The consultation closed on 29 March.   

The Department of Finance is working closely with the Department of Arts, Heritage, Re-
gional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs on this matter, and has attended a number of meetings with 
interested parties, on the request of the lead Department.  One of these meetings was with the 
Public Banking Forum of Ireland.

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, assisted by the 
Department of Finance, will be producing a report for both the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Re-
gional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Minister for Finance setting out their conclusions 
on the investigation into Local Public Banks.  This report is expected to be completed by the 
end of May 2017.

04/04/2017WRO00450Banking Sector

04/04/2017WRO00500213. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a mat-
ter (details supplied) with regard to privately owned commercial banks; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16618/17]

04/04/2017WRO00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would not agree that the commercial 
banks enjoy a monopoly on what I understand you refer to as “credit creation”.  One of the 
roles of credit unions for example is the creation of sources of credit for the mutual benefit of 
its members at a fair and reasonable rate of interest.

Within the Credit Union sector, total lending has contracted since 2011 with total sector 
loans (before provisions) falling from €5.7bn in 2011 to €4.1bn in 2016.  Total sector loans (net 
of provisions) have fallen from €5bn to €3.6bn over the same period.  The average sectorial 
Gross Loan to Asset (LTA) ratio has fallen from just over 40 per cent in 2011 to 27 per cent in 
2016.  This is in the context where total loans to Irish households (consumer credit) have con-
tracted from €17bn in 2011 to €12bn in 2016.  Credit unions have maintained a circa 34 per cent 
share of this type of lending during the period 2011 to 2016.

Lending restrictions on specific credit unions are imposed in the context of on-going mat-
ters of supervisory concern arising in individual credit unions.  Currently circa 24% of Credit 
Unions are operating under lending restrictions.  For those credit unions where there is an indi-
vidual loan size restriction in place, the level at which the limit is imposed ensures that the vast 
majority of those credit unions can continue to make loans significantly more than the average 
loan for the sector of just above €6,000. 

Under the terms of the Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016, 
an individual member savings limit of €100,000 applies.  The Regulations also provide that 
credit unions could apply to the Central Bank to retain individual members’ savings in excess 
of €100,000, which were held at commencement of the Regulations and that individual credit 
unions with total assets in excess of €100m could apply to the Central Bank for approval to 
increase individual member savings in excess of €100,000.

In recognition of the important role of credit unions as a volunteer co-operative movement 
in this country and my support for a strengthened and growing credit union movement, the 
Central Bank has agreed to an accelerated review of the savings limit.

In relation to the assertion that some banks have ‘monopoly control over the payments sys-
tem’, the Central Bank has sole responsibility for the domestic retail paper-based clearing sys-
tem, but is not the primary overseer for the pan-European/external systems used for electronic 
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payments and card payments, and for securities settlements.  In addition, Banking & Payments 
Federation Ireland is the strategic, representative, administrative and payments system integrity 
body for the payments industry in Ireland.

04/04/2017WRO00650Betting Regulations

04/04/2017WRO00700214. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue received 
in 2016 from the betting levy; the portion of this revenue that was from online bets and physical 
bets respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16622/17]

04/04/2017WRO00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that the 2016 
receipts from Traditional Betting (instore), Remote Betting (online) and Betting Intermediary 
Duty on Commissions are as follows. 

- Traditional Bet-
ting

Remote Betting Betting Interme-
diary Commis-
sions

Total

€m €m €m €m
2016 (Prov.) 28.1 20.7 1.9 50.7 

It should be noted that these receipts are provisional in nature and may be subject to revi-
sion.  Annual statistics from Betting Duty are published on the Revenue statistics page at the 
following link:  www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/betting-duty-receipts.html.  

04/04/2017WRO00850Tender Process

04/04/2017WRO00900215. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the amount groups (de-
tails supplied) will each be paid for assistance in the flotation of a bank; when and the way the 
tenders were advertised for these contracts; and the details of any meetings he had with these 
groups or representatives of these groups in the past year. [16665/17]

04/04/2017WRO01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In December 2016, I announced that 
three firms were appointed to act as joint global co-ordinators to lead a selling syndicate in 
preparation for a possible AIB IPO.  On the 23rd of March this year I further announced the ad-
dition of five joint bookrunners and a co-lead manager to the syndicate.  These syndicate banks 
have been appointed until July 2018.

The syndicate was appointed following two separate competitive mini-competitions involv-
ing the members of Lot 3 of the Department s Capital Markets Distribution panel.  My Depart-
ment appointed Rothschild as Independent Financial Advisor in December 2015, this appoint-
ment was made on foot of a tender competition launched in late November 2015, involving all 
of the members of Lot 1 of the Department’s financial advisory panel.

Our Financial Advisory panels were constituted following an open procurement procedure 
in 2014.  Further information on our Financial Advisory procurement panels can be found here: 
www.finance.gov.ie/news-centre/press-releases/advisory-panels-financial-matters

Earlier this year, my Department appointed, following a competitive procurement process 
in line with European standards and advertised on the e-Tender platform, Gordon MRM and 
London-based Citigate Dewe Rogerson consortium to act as public relations advisers as part of 
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the preparation for a possible IPO.  This contract is for an 18-month period.

The Deputy should be aware that in line with the State agreements with AIB, that all fees 
incurred by the State in relation to any capital transaction will be paid by the bank.

Fees are only payable to the syndicate on the completion of a successful transaction, and are 
proportional to the value of the transaction.  As such it is not possible to provide the exact quan-
tum of fees that would be paid as no transaction has occurred.  The fees that have been negoti-
ated by my officials are very competitive by reference to comparable transactions.  The number 
of syndicate banks appointed is also within precedent and does not affect the overall fee level 
payable. 

In addition to the syndicate banks, fees will be payable to legal and communications advi-
sors, as well as our independent financial advisor.  As described, these fees will be recoupable 
from AIB.  Details of the fees paid to these parties are disclosed under the procurement section 
of the Department’s website:www.finance.gov.ie/publications/foi-publication-scheme/procure-
ment/procurement

I met with representatives of the three global coordinator banks (Deutsche Bank, Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch and Davy) on the 9th of January this year, following their appointment 
to the syndicate.  Representatives of Rothschild, our independent financial advisor, and Depart-
ment officials also attended this meeting.

During the last year I have separately met with representatives of JP Morgan (24/01/2017) 
and Deutsche Bank (10/11/2016 & 05/09/2016). 

04/04/2017WRO01050Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRO01100216. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance if he is committed to a non nego-
tiable €58 billion Brexit bill; his views on whether that sum is up for negotiation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16690/17]

04/04/2017WRO01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The financial settlement between the 
EU and the UK will be part of the Article 50 negotiations.  As a member of the EU 27, Ireland 
stands ready to engage in fair and constructive engagements on this issue.  It would not be help-
ful to speculate on any amounts at this point.

04/04/2017WRO01250Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRO01300217. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance the steps which need to be taken to 
ensure that Dublin, not other European cities such as Paris, becomes the new financial services 
capital of Europe following Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16691/17]

04/04/2017WRO01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In addition to the challenges posed to 
Ireland by the withdrawal of the UK from the EU, the Government recognises that there will 
also be opportunities for Ireland arising from Brexit.  The Government is keen to maximise 
those opportunities where possible.  In that regard, international financial services (IFS) has 
been identified as an area of potential opportunity arising from Brexit in relation to the move-
ment of business from existing UK locations in addition to other businesses seeking a new EU 
location post-Brexit.

Ireland has a successful track record of competing for, and winning, global foreign direct 
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investment.  One of the key pillars of that success is the growth of the IFS sector, in particular 
over the past 30 years.  The continued successful development of the financial services sector 
in Ireland is a priority for the Government. 

In general terms, the Government will continue, through IDA Ireland, to promote the attrac-
tiveness of Ireland as a location of choice for financial service firms that are considering moving 
out of London or those firms not currently based in Europe who are considering a move into the 
EU after a UK Brexit.  Both Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland are in close contact with their 
clients on the challenges and opportunities that Brexit presents.  We will, for example, continue 
to implement our clear strategy for driving growth in the financial services sector and we will 
maximise any opportunities that might arise. 

This Strategy, which is known as IFS2020 Strategy, is a whole-of-Government approach to 
further driving the growth and development of the IFS sector in Ireland. IFS2020 represents a 
clear and coherent plan for driving further growth in the IFS sector.  The Strategy, led by a spe-
cifically appointed Minister for Financial Services, Eoghan Murphy, is supported by all relevant 
public and private sector stakeholders.  We will continue to leverage the IFS2020 Strategy as 
we seek to maximise opportunities that arise and drive growth in the IFS sector in the context 
of Brexit. 

We have a very strong offering and we’ve done extensive work to promote that offering.  
Global competition for foreign investment has never been more intense.  We are aware that not 
every decision will go our way.  There will be an ebb and flow to this, and the flow to Ireland 
will be strong from decisions that have already been made in our favour.  But other cities in 
Europe will also be chosen by companies looking to maintain access to the Single Market, as 
well as cities in Ireland such as Dublin and regional centres such as Cork and Limerick, to name 
a few.  However, the fundamentals that attract companies to Ireland remain strong and with our 
proven talent and track record as a location of choice for international financial services con-
tinue to attract interest.

04/04/2017WRO01450Mortgage Repayments

04/04/2017WRO01500218. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
lending institutions are expected to accommodate by way of extension of mortgage repayment 
period for borrowers in arrears in respect of their family homes, having particular regard to 
that fact that all borrowers and all taxpayers have had to contribute to the bailout of the lending 
institutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16737/17]

04/04/2017WRO01600222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
has received communication from the lending institutions with a view to identifying the degree 
to which family home repossessions are likely to occur throughout the remainder of 2017; if 
he has in mind particular intentions to lessen the degree to which homelessness can occur as a 
result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16741/17]

04/04/2017WRO01700223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether a 
new statutory code of conduct be operated by lenders and borrowers in situations in which the 
family home is under threat of repossession; his further views on the need to encourage the 
financial institutions to provide adequate recognition and protection in situations in which the 
borrowers have continued to meet monthly repayments to the best of their ability; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16742/17]

04/04/2017WRO01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 218, 
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222 and 223 together.

I am informed by the Central Bank that within the remit of it’s responsibilities for safeguard-
ing stability and protecting consumers, its approach to mortgage arrears resolution is focussed 
on ensuring the fair treatment of borrowers and ensuring that lenders have appropriate arrears 
resolution strategies and operations in place.  The Deputy will be aware that the Code of Con-
duct on Mortgage Arrears forms part of the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Framework.  It 
is a statutory code and it provides a strong consumer protection framework, aimed specifically 
at the process to be followed by relevant firms, to ensure borrowers in arrears or pre-arrears in 
respect of a mortgage loan secured on a primary residence are treated in a timely, transparent 
and fair manner.

The overriding objective of the CCMA is to ensure the fair and transparent treatment of 
consumers in mortgage arrears or pre-arrears, and that due regard is had to the fact that each 
case of mortgage arrears is unique and needs to be considered on its own merits.  The CCMA 
recognises that it is in the interests of borrowers and regulated firms to address financial dif-
ficulties as speedily, effectively and sympathetically as circumstances allow.  Each regulated 
entity must consider the borrower’s situation in the context of the solutions they provide, which 
may differ from firm to firm.  The CCMA does not prescribe the solution which must be offered.  
At the end of the mortgage arrears resolution process (MARP), regulated entities are required to 
provide a three-month notice period to allow co-operating borrowers time to consider their op-
tions before legal action can commence.  The CCMA includes requirements that arrangements 
be sustainable and based on a full assessment of the individual circumstances of the borrower 
and that repossession be used only as a last resort. 

As regards potential court proceedings, the Deputy should note that under the CCMA, a reg-
ulated entity may only commence legal proceedings for repossession where it has made every 
reasonable effort to agree an alternative repayment arrangement (ARA) with the borrowers and 
other clear requirements are met or the borrower has been classified as not co-operating.  This 
framework requires lenders to exhaust the options available from the suite of ARAs offered 
before taking action which may result in the borrower losing their home (whether by voluntary 
sale or repossession).  During the legal process, borrowers have opportunities to re-engage with 
lenders to find a solution.  

In conclusion, I would refer the Deputy to the Central Bank’s Mortgage Arrears Report, 
published on my Department’s website at www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-
services/publications/reports-research/report-mortgage-arrears-2016, in which the Central 
Bank stated that ‘Overall, there is strong evidence that banks and non-banks are looking to 
exhaust available options before moving into the legal process’.  The Deputy will be aware of 
the Abhaile scheme, launched by the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice & Equality and the Min-
ister for Social Protection, which offers indebted borrowers access to State-funded legal and/
or financial advice to help them identify how best to address their mortgage arrears, including 
considering if a personal insolvency arrangement would suit their circumstances.  I understand 
that there is strong take-up of this scheme by borrowers.  It is clear that where borrowers ac-
tively engage with their lender and seek advice they are more likely to find a solution that will 
enable them to remain in their home.

04/04/2017WRO01850Economic Competitiveness

04/04/2017WRO01900219. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
remains satisfied that Ireland remains a competitive economy and attractive to indigenous in-
vestors and foreign direct investors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16738/17]
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04/04/2017WRO02000225. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he ex-
pects this economy to maintain positive performance over the next four years; if he anticipates 
any corrective measures arising from external factors; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16744/17]

04/04/2017WRO02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 219 
and 225 together.

In general, recent indicators have been very positive, indicating that the economic recovery 
is continuing at a robust pace.  The preliminary estimate for full-year GDP growth in 2016 is 
5.2 per cent based on National Accounts data for the fourth quarter of the year. 

Importantly, domestic demand made a strong positive contribution to growth in 2016 with 
consumption increasing by 3.0 per cent in 2016.  This is crucial as domestic sectors are both 
jobs-rich and tax-rich.  What’s more, the exporting sector appears to be holding up reasonably 
well despite the weakness in sterling.

An important factor in strong export performance is competitiveness.  In this regard, sig-
nificant progress has been made in recent years.  The latest figures from the Central Bank of 
Ireland, show that Ireland’s real harmonised competitiveness indicator (a widely used measure 
of competitiveness in Europe) has improved by over 20 per cent between its peak in 2008 and 
February 2017. 

The gains in Irish competitiveness achieved since 2008 have been hard-won through pro-
ductivity improvements and wage and price moderation.  It is important that this competitive-
ness is preserved and continues to support growth.  This is all the more important given the 
several sources of uncertainty which could negatively impact on the economic outlook.  In 
particular, the UK’s decision to leave the EU has added to concerns about the international 
outlook while the change in policy direction by the new US administration has also added to 
concerns about the international economy.  Weaker than expected trading partner growth would 
negatively impact on Irish growth through reduced exports. 

In summary, I am confident that significant economic progress can be made in the years 
ahead.  However, this is critically contingent upon implementing appropriate polices and that is 
what the Government intends to do.

  Question No. 220 answered with Question No. 210.

04/04/2017WRO02250House Prices

04/04/2017WRO02300221. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which he 
monitors house property prices with a view to prevention of inflation through that sector; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16740/17]

04/04/2017WRO02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While housing policy is primarily the 
responsibility of the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government, my 
Department continues to monitor developments in the wider property market, including trends 
in house prices, on an ongoing basis as these issues can have spillover effects to the rest of the 
economy. 

As part of the Rebuilding Ireland, Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, the Govern-
ment has set out a comprehensive package of 113 actionable measures designed to address the 
ongoing structural constraints within the construction sector and restore the housing market to a 



4 April 2017

229

sustainable equilibrium.  The implementation of these actions is monitored on an ongoing basis 
and reported publicly through quarterly progress reports.  

According to the Central Statistics Office’s Residential Property Price Index, national prop-
erty prices increased by 0.6 per cent between December and January and by 7.9 per cent on an 
annual basis.  At the regional level, residential property prices in the 12 months to January 2017 
increased by 5.3 per cent in Dublin and by 11.3 outside of Dublin.  Relative to peak, prices in 
Dublin are 32.4 per cent lower with those outside Dublin some 36.6 per cent lower.

  Questions Nos. 222 and 223 answered with Question No. 218.

04/04/2017WRP00300Credit Availability

04/04/2017WRP00400224. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he remains satisfied 
regarding the extent to which adequate credit facilities continue to be available to the small and 
medium sized business sector to allow that sector to develop and grow adequately; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16743/17]

04/04/2017WRP00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This Government recognises that small 
businesses play a central role in the sustainable recovery of the Irish economy.  To facilitate this, 
Government policy since 2011 has been focused on ensuring that all viable SMEs have access 
to an appropriate supply of credit facilities from a diverse range of bank and non-bank sources.

In line with Action 62 of the APJ 2017, officials from my Department will collate and ex-
amine data from AIB and Bank of Ireland on a monthly basis, including data pertaining to the 
various sectors.  Furthermore, my officials meet the banks on a quarterly basis to ensure an 
informed understanding of the wider SME bank lending environment which assists the devel-
opment and implementation of policies aimed at ensuring SME access to finance and increased 
competition in the SME lending sector. 

In terms of monitoring the requirements for SMEs, my Department commissions biannual 
surveys to ascertain the demand for credit by SMEs.  This survey series, most recently conduct-
ed by Behaviour and Attitudes on behalf of my Department, is the most comprehensive survey 
of SME credit demand in Ireland, covering 1,500 respondents and involving over 6,000 direct 
telephone calls to SMEs.  SMEs of all sizes trading in all sectors, excluding property develop-
ment and speculative activities, are included.  The survey covers demand for credit from both 
bank and non-bank sources. 

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recently published Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey covering the April to September 2016, which can be found at 
www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/20161205%20SME%20Credit%20Demand%20Sur-
vey%20April%20to%20September%202016_0.pdf.

The results of this survey show that, when pending applications are excluded, 84% of credit 
applications to banks were approved or partially approved.  Demand for credit remains subdued 
and the latest survey shows only 23% of requested bank finance in the previous six months 
down from 26% in March 2016. 

Purchases, replacement or lease of new vehicle/equipment is now provided as the main 
reason for applying for bank finance with 29% stating this is why they requested bank finance.  
Working capital/cash flow requirements were provided as the second highest reason for apply-
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ing for bank finance with 27% of respondents stating that they required finance for this purpose.  
When asked about sources of finance for working capital, internal funds/retained earnings were 
the main finance source of working capital with 73% of working capital coming from this 
source (up 6%).  The survey also showed continued positive trends in terms of trading perfor-
mance, profitability and employment. 

I am pleased to note that, to the end of December 2016, the Strategic Banking Corporation 
of Ireland has lent circa €544 million to 12,589 SMEs supporting an estimated 67,150 jobs.  
These figures represent a significant increase in lending by the SBCI during 2016.  The SMEs 
who received SBCI finance are from a variety of business and economic sectors and are spread 
across every region of the country.  More than 80% of loans are for investment purposes and the 
average loan size is €43,000.  There is a broad geographical spread of the SMEs supported with 
approximately 85% of them based outside Dublin.  The SBCI is using its significant funding 
capacity, of over €1 billion, to support Irish SMEs investing in and growing their businesses.

Over 32,500 businesses and entrepreneurs used the Government’s Supporting SMEs Online 
Tool in 2016, over three quarters of them using the Online Tool for the first time.  The campaign 
is a cross-governmental initiative developed to help small businesses and entrepreneurs learn 
the full range of potential Government supports available to them.  The Supporting SMEs On-
line Tool is available at www.supportingsmes.ie/.

The Credit Guarantee Scheme encourages additional lending to small businesses by of-
fering a partial Government guarantee to banks against losses on qualifying loans to eligible 
SMEs.  The Credit Guarantee (Amendment) Act was brought through the Oireachtas in 2016, 
allowing the scheme to assist more small and medium sized enterprises secure loan finance. 
In 2017 the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation will prepare and launch a revised 
Credit Guarantee Scheme, which will now be operated by the SBCI, to ensure a greater supply 
of credit for Irish SMEs.

The Microenterprise Loan Fund, administered by Microfinance Ireland, provides loans of 
up to €25,000 to small businesses who have been refused credit by commercial banks.  Micro-
finance Ireland works in partnership with the Local Enterprise Offices nationally to administer 
this fund.  This scheme is currently being reviewed by the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation with a view to making proposed changes to enhance its effectiveness.

The Credit Review Office helps SME or Farm borrowers who have had an application for 
credit of up to €3 million declined or reduced by either Bank of Ireland or Allied Irish Banks, 
and who feel that they have a viable business proposition.  They also examine cases where bor-
rowers feel that the terms and conditions of their existing loan, or a new loan offer, are unfairly 
onerous or have been unreasonably changed to their detriment.  This is a strictly confidential 
process between the business, the Credit Review Office and the bank. The Credit Reviewer, 
John Trethowan and his team, have overturned over 50% of the refusals that have been ap-
pealed to the Office.  Further details are available at www.creditreview.ie/.

The Government remains committed to the SME sector, as reflected in the Programme for a 
Partnership Government, and sees it as a key engine of ongoing economic growth.  Consequent-
ly, my Department and the Credit Review Office, working with the other relevant Departments 
and Agencies, will continue to monitor the availability of both bank and non-bank credit on 
both a macro and sectorial basis in order to ensure that sufficient access to finance is available 
to facilitate indigenous SMEs, to reach their full potential in terms of growth and employment 
generation.

  Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 219.
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04/04/2017WRP00700House Prices

04/04/2017WRP00800226. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
remains satisfied that first-time house buyers or the purchasers of a family home are not being 
priced out of the market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16745/17]

04/04/2017WRP00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Although the Minister for Housing, 
Planning, Community and Local Government has overall responsibility for housing policy, my 
Department monitors developments in this area as clearly there are potential spillover effects to 
the rest of the economy.

The recovery in the economy and the pick-up in employment over the last number of years 
has led to strong growth in the demand for housing.  The lack of a sufficient supply response to 
date reflects structural constraints within the housing market.

Rebuilding Ireland, The Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness reflects the Govern-
ment’s commitment to addressing the ongoing issues in the housing market.  The Action Plan 
contains 113 actionable measures across five key pillars namely to Address Homelessness, Ac-
celerate Social Housing, Build More Homes, Improve the Rental sector, and Utilise Existing 
Housing.   These actions are designed to help address the structural constraints evident in the 
housing market by, inter alia, streamlining the planning system, removing infrastructure block-
ages and supporting the delivery of affordable housing. 

A Help to Buy tax incentive was introduced in Budget 2017 as a complement to the struc-
tural measures contained in Rebuilding Ireland.  The initiative seeks to do this by providing 
immediate support to first time buyers helping to ensure the availability of adequate, affordable 
mortgage finance for first time buyers as new residential housing output comes on stream. 

The Deputy will be aware that during the Committee Stage debate on the relevant section 
of Finance Act 2016, I agreed to commission an independent impact assessment on the effects 
of the Help to Buy incentive.  My officials have issued a Request for Tender (RFT) for the 
production of such an assessment.  It stipulates that the study should assess whether the policy 
objectives on the supply of new homes are being met, what impact (if any) the scheme is having 
on new and second-hand house prices, and what impact the scheme is having on the residential 
property market generally.  The output of this assessment will be a written report to be com-
pleted and submitted to me by 31 August 2017.

04/04/2017WRP01000Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

04/04/2017WRP01100227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
expects to continue to encourage the banking sector to meet the requirements of small and 
medium sized industry, the retail or commercial sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16746/17]

04/04/2017WRP01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Government policy remains focused 
on ensuring that all viable SMEs have access to an appropriate supply of credit from a diverse 
range of bank and non-bank sources.  In this regard the Government has developed a number of 
initiatives to ensure that the supply of credit in the market is sufficient to meet the existing and 
future needs of SMEs.

In line with Action 62 of the APJ 2017, officials from my Department will collate and ex-
amine data from AIB and Bank of Ireland on a monthly basis, including data pertaining to the 
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various sectors.  Furthermore, my officials meet the banks on a quarterly basis to ensure an 
informed understanding of the wider SME bank lending environment which assists the devel-
opment and implementation of policies aimed at ensuring SME access to finance and increased 
competition in the SME lending sector. 

In terms of monitoring requirements for all SMEs including the retail sector, my Depart-
ment commissions biannual surveys to ascertain the demand for credit by SMEs.  This survey 
series, most recently conducted by Behaviour & Attitudes on behalf of my Department, is the 
most comprehensive survey of SME credit demand in Ireland, covering 1,500 respondents and 
involving over 6,000 direct telephone calls to SMEs. SMEs of all sizes trading in all sectors, 
excluding property development and speculative activities, are included.  The survey covers 
demand for credit from both bank and non-bank sources.  

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recently published Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey, covering the period April to September 2016, which can be found 
at www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/sme-credit-lending. 

The SME State Bodies Group, chaired by my Department, provides a forum for the de-
velopment and implementation of policy measures to enhance SMEs’ access to a stable and 
appropriate supply of finance.  As the Deputy will be aware, the Action Plan for Jobs over the 
past number of years has set out a range of commitments to ensure viable SMEs can access 
appropriate finance at a reasonable cost from both bank and non-bank sources.  These Govern-
ment policies have supported year on year increases in new lending to SMEs, as measured by 
the Central Bank.     

The Government remains committed to the SME sector and sees it as the key engine of 
ongoing economic growth. I can assure the Deputy that my Department, working with other 
relevant Departments, Bodies and Agencies, such as the Credit Review Office, will continue to 
monitor the availability of both bank and non-bank credit so as to ensure that Irish SMEs have 
sufficient access to finance.

04/04/2017WRP01300Disabled Drivers Grant Eligibility

04/04/2017WRP01400228. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance his plans to change the medical 
criteria for disabled drivers and disabled passengers scheme 1994 with regards to persons that 
are blind; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16758/17]

04/04/2017WRP01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT, up to a certain limit, 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate.  To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

-  be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

-  be without both hands or without both arms;
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-  be without one or both legs;

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

-  have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria.  A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required under the Regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Scheme.  An 
unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the 
individual.  The Regulations mandate that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the 
exercise of its functions to ensure the integrity of its clinical determinations.

The criteria to qualify for the Scheme are necessarily precise and specific.  After six months 
a citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure.  Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and fuel grant provided for members of the Scheme, the Scheme represented 
a cost of €65.1 million in 2016.  This does not include the revenue foregone to the Local Gov-
ernment Fund in the respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities and that the relief has been maintained at current levels throughout the cri-
sis despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation.  From time to time I receive rep-
resentations from individuals who feel they would benefit from the Scheme but do not qualify 
under the six criteria.  While I have sympathy for these cases, given the scale and scope of the 
Scheme, I have no plans to expand the medical criteria beyond the six currently provided for in 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

  Question No. 229 answered with Question No. 47.

04/04/2017WRP01700Tracker Mortgages

04/04/2017WRP01800230. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the basis upon which banks 
are deciding on the definition of a prevailing tracker rate for persons being offered a tracker 
rate as a result of the Central Bank examination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16774/17]

04/04/2017WRP01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has indicated that the 
scope of the Tracker Mortgage Examination covers both contractual rights of and transparency 
of communications with tracker mortgage customers.  Issues in relation to margins will be 
dependent on contractual conditions, transparency and content of the documentation and dis-
closures made to individual customers concerned and, therefore, circumstances will differ from 
lender to lender.  As the Examination progresses, where issues arise, the Central Bank will con-
sider them to ensure the fair treatment of customers.  The lender’s external independent third 
party are also required to confirm to the Central Bank regarding adherence to the framework 
in carrying out the Examination to ensure that all relevant impacted customers are identified.

Impacted customers who are not happy with any aspect of the redress and compensation 
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they receive, including the margin that they receive from their lender, can make an appeal to the 
Appeals Panel.  This appeals process is in addition to impacted customer’s rights to complain to 
the Financial Services Ombudsman, or to initiate legal proceedings before the courts.

04/04/2017WRP02000Tracker Mortgages

04/04/2017WRP02100231. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the rates at which each of the 
State backed banks were offering tracker rate mortgages on 1 January in each of the years 2008 
to 2013, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16775/17]

04/04/2017WRP02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have received the following informa-
tion in response to the Deputy’s question:

Permanent tsb

Permanent TSB had the below tracker rates available to New Home Loan (PDH) customers 
on 1st January (2008 to 2013).  With regard to this the following should be noted:

-  Where a range of rates / margins is quoted this varied depending on loan circumstances 
(eg. Loan to Value (LTV) and / or Loan Amount).

-  In some cases the margin / rate quoted may have been for a discounted period and may not 
have been available for the term of the Mortgage.

-  The tracker rates are representative of tracker rates available to Home Loan (Residential) 
customers only. These rates may not have been available for RIP or Commercial customers.

- Home Loan - New Customers
Rate

01/01/2008 4.55% to 5.10%(ECB@4%)
01/01/2009 Not available
01/01/2010  Not available
01/01/2011  Not available
01/01/2012  Not available
01/01/2013  Not available
AIB:

AIB Group (which includes EBS and Haven brands) had the below tracker rates available 
to New Home Loan (PDH) customers on 1st   January (2008 to 2013).  With regard to this the 
following should be noted:

-  Where a range of rates / margins is quoted this varied depending on loan circumstances 
(eg. Loan to Value (LTV) and / or Loan Amount).

Home Loan  (PDH) Tracker Interest Rates available on 1st Jan 2008-2013
 AIB EBS Haven
 Rate Rate Rate
01/01/2008 4.6% to 

4.90% (ECB@4%)
4.6% to 
5.25% (ECB@4%)

4.8% to 
5.34% (ECB@4%)

01/01/2009 Not available for new 
business

Not available for new 
business

Not available for 
new business
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Home Loan  (PDH) Tracker Interest Rates available on 1st Jan 2008-2013
01/01/2010 Not available for new 

business
Not available for new 
business

Not available for 
new business

01/01/2011 Not available for new 
business

Not available for new 
business

Not available for 
new business

01/01/2012 Not available for new 
business

Not available for new 
business

Not available for 
new business

01/01/2013 Not available for new 
business

Not available for new 
business

Not available for 
new business

04/04/2017WRP02300European Court of Justice Rulings

04/04/2017WRP02400232. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has read the 
submission of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission, IHREC, on the O’Keeffe rul-
ing; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the IHREC has requested that the Council 
of Ministers refer the ruling back to the court for interpretation; his views on this request; the 
action he will take to ensure that the issue is raised on the agenda of the next council meeting; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16196/17]

04/04/2017WRP02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department is aware 
of the submission by the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission in relation to the imple-
mentation of the European Court of Human Rights judgment in the Louise O’Keeffe case.  A 
number of other submissions have also been made in relation to the case.  Given that the State 
is a party to the case and are tasked with implementing it’s findings we are not commenting 
on this submission. 

States are required to keep the Committee of Ministers informed of all developments as re-
gards implementation of a judgment by way of lodging Action Plans, initially within six months 
of a judgment, and as necessary thereafter.  To date, Ireland has lodged six Action Plans with the 
Council of Europe (July 2014, January 2015, July 2015, January 2016, July 2016 and January 
2017) setting out the steps being taken to implement the judgment.  A further Action Plan must 
be filed by 28 July 2017.

In June 2016, the Committee of Ministers decided that, in view of the progress achieved 
to date, to continue their supervision under the standard procedure rather than the enhanced 
procedure.  This means that the Council of Europe secretariat, rather than the Committee of 
Ministers, are now supervising the implementation of the judgment.

The Government remains committed to ensuring that the judgment is implemented fully and 
expeditiously. 

04/04/2017WRP02600School Transport Provision

04/04/2017WRP02700233. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if private contrac-
tors providing school transport during the bus strikes will be paid as normal, particularly those 
which may have covered extra routes during the industrial action; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16636/17]

04/04/2017WRP02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.
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Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

Under the contract agreement with each contractor, payment in respect of amounts due to 
the contractor will be made within 30 days of a correctly completed invoice being received by 
Bus Éireann and payments will continue to be made in line with the contract agreement.

The Department has been advised by Bus Éireann that school transport contractors have 
been informed by Bus Éireann that due to industrial action beyond their control there was a 
delay processing payments of invoices last week.  

Bus Éireann has however further advised that they have put in place a process that will en-
sure that payments due will be made this week.

04/04/2017WRP02900DEIS Administration

04/04/2017WRP03000234. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
rural areas have been removed from the current revised list of DEIS schools. [16014/17]

04/04/2017WRP03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Geographical areas are not 
categorised as DEIS. New schools included in the revised list of DEIS schools are those identi-
fied as having very high concentrations of pupils from disadvantaged areas. 

No schools have been removed from the current revised list of DEIS schools. 

In the context of the DEIS programme it is important to note that the categorisation of a 
school as urban or rural applies to Primary schools only. It relates to a school’s geographical 
position and is not related to the assessed level of concentrated disadvantage of its pupil co-
hort. For clarity it should be noted that Post Primary Schools are not categorised as Urban/rural 
for the purposes of DEIS.

04/04/2017WRQ00200Institutes of Technology

04/04/2017WRQ00300235. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
the internal review at Waterford Institute of Technology, as mentioned by officials from his 
Department at the Committee of Public Accounts on 23 March 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16024/17]

04/04/2017WRQ00400236. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the purpose of 
the internal review at Waterford Institute of Technology, as mentioned by officials from his 
Department at the Committee of Public Accounts on 23 March 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16025/17]

04/04/2017WRQ00500237. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects 
to receive a copy of the internal review at Waterford Institute of Technology, as mentioned by 
officials from his Department at the Committee of Public Accounts on 23 March 2017; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16026/17]

04/04/2017WRQ00600238. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the terms of 
reference of the internal review at Waterford Institute of Technology, as mentioned by officials 
from his Department at the Committee of Public Accounts on 23 March 2017; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [16027/17]

04/04/2017WRQ00700239. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason it is 
appropriate that the president of Waterford Institute of Technology does not have a role in the 
internal review at the institute, as mentioned by officials from his Department at the Committee 
of Public Accounts on 23 March 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16028/17]

04/04/2017WRQ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 235 to 239, inclusive, together.

My officials expect to receive a copy of the report on the review being carried out by Water-
ford Institute of Technology this week. 

The President delegated his function in the review to avoid any possible conflict of interest.

The purpose and reason for the review is to confirm that WIT’s interests had been appro-
priately represented and protected, all relevant policies, protocols and procedures had been 
complied with and satisfactory governance processes had been applied in the case concerned.

04/04/2017WRQ00900School Enrolments

04/04/2017WRQ01000240. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an offer of 
a place in a school to meet the medical needs of a person (details supplied) will be granted. 
[16033/17]

04/04/2017WRQ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The enrolment of a child 
to a school is a matter in the first instance for the parents of the child and the Board of Manage-
ment of a school.  My Department has no role in relation to processing applications for enrol-
ment to schools.  Where a parent seeks to enrol their child in a school and that school refuses 
to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents of their right under Section 29 of the 
Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to the Secretary General of my Department.  Only 
where an appeal under Section 29 is upheld, may the Secretary General of my Department di-
rect a school to enrol a pupil.

In respect of children with ASD who cannot be accommodated in mainstream education, 
they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are provided.  Special classes are for students who have a recommendation for a 
special class placement in their professional reports.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of Special Educa-
tional Needs Organisers (SENOs), co-ordinates special needs education provision at local level 
and arranges for the delivery of special educational supports to schools.  It is also the role of the 
NCSE to make appropriate arrangements to establish special classes in schools in communities 
where the need for such classes has been identified.  The NCSE have informed my officials 
that SENOs are currently working with the schools in the area to establish special classes for 
2017/18 school year.

SENOs are a valuable source of support to parents who are actively sourcing a placement 
for their children and the parents of the child referred to by the Deputy are encouraged to con-
tact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs and request as-
sistance in identifying educational placements.  Contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE also works in collaboration with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the 
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Child and Family Agency which is the statutory agency that can assist parents who are experi-
encing difficulty in securing a school place for their child or can offer assistance where a child 
is out of school.  The EWS may be able to offer assistance and advice on securing a school 
placement within a pupil’s area.  The contact details for the EWS is Educational Welfare Ser-
vices, Child and Family Agency, Floors 2-5, Brunel Building, Heuston South Quarter, Dublin 
8. Telephone 01 7718500 email: ewsinfo@tusla.ie.

Children with autism may be eligible for home tuition if a school placement is not available 
for them and/or where a determination is awaited in respect of an expulsion or refusal to enroll 
taken under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998.  Details in relation to the Home Tuition 
Grant Schemes are available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2016, published on 6th July 2016 and passed 
second stage on 17th November 2016, provides that where a school has places available it must 
admit all applicants.  The Bill also contains a provision for the National Council for Special 
Education (NCSE) to designate a school for a child who has no school place for reasons related 
to the child’s special educational needs, and for the Child and Family Agency to designate a 
school for a child who has no school place (other than a child with special educational needs).  
The NCSE or the Child and Family Agency will not be able to increase a school’s capacity, a 
school must have places available for a designation to be made.

04/04/2017WRQ01200Teacher Recruitment

04/04/2017WRQ01300241. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
a matter (details supplied) regarding a teaching panel; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16104/17]

04/04/2017WRQ01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Circular 0074/2016 sets 
out the arrangements for panel access for fixed-term/temporary and part-time teachers to the 
Supplementary Redeployment Panel for the 2017/18 school year.

The base school for panel purposes is the school within that panel area where the majority 
of teaching service was given in the 2016 calendar year or the school in which the applicant is 
contracted to teach on or before 9 December 2016 to the end of the 2016/17 school year.

Teaching vacancies are filled in the first instance by permanent/CID holding teachers on 
main redeployment panels and thereafter by teachers on the supplementary redeployment pan-
els.

The eligibility or otherwise of applicants for the 2017/18 Supplementary Panel has not yet 
been confirmed.  However, I can confirm there is no record of the teacher in question as having 
applied for panel access for the 2017/18 school year.

Any transfer from one panel to another can only be done by agreement of both Patrons.  My 
Department has no role in this process.

04/04/2017WRQ01500School Enrolments Data

04/04/2017WRQ01600242. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the detail of the enrol-
ment figures in a school (details supplied) for the past six years; and the estimated enrolment 
figures for the next academic year, 2017-18. [16139/17]
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04/04/2017WRQ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information sought by 
the Deputy on enrolments for the past six years is as follows:-

2016/17 - 227

2015/16 - 244

2014/15 - 274

2013/14 - 291

2012/13 - 310

2011/12 - 324 

This information is compiled from the returns made by the school to my Department of 
students enrolled in the school as at 30th September each year. 

In respect of estimated figures for enrolments for 2017/18 school year as the processing of 
applications and enrolments of students in a school are a matter for the school in line with its 
published enrolment policy my Department  has no information on this.  

04/04/2017WRQ01800Teaching Council of Ireland

04/04/2017WRQ01900243. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the report on 
teacher supply will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16198/17]

04/04/2017WRQ02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy is referring to 
the report of the Technical Working Group (TWG) which was set up by the Teaching Council to 
formulate advice on teacher supply.  I intend to publish the TWG’s report shortly.

The aim of my Department’s policy is to achieve a balance between the supply of, and de-
mand for, teachers.  The Deputy will see from the Report that this is particularly complex at 
post primary level, because there is currently no central mechanism for matching the overall 
subject need requirements of schools with output from the initial teacher education programme 
providers and, in addition, schools have significant autonomy in relation to the mix of subjects 
and choices they provide for students.

The TWG’s final report sets out an approach to planning which scopes out the work neces-
sary to develop a model for forecasting teacher supply in the medium to long term. 

04/04/2017WRQ02100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

04/04/2017WRQ02200244. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of schools 
which have been offered funding to establish ASD units or special units in the past five years 
and have refused; the average sum offered to each school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16199/17]

04/04/2017WRQ02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.
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I wish to advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through 
its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in consultation with the 
relevant education partners, is responsible for the establishment of special classes in various 
geographical areas as required.  The NCSE continues to engage with schools in opening special 
classes where there is an identified need for special class provision.

In addition, under my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme, it is open to 
schools to submit applications for devolved funding in respect of NCSE approved special class-
es in cases where an accommodation requirement has been identified and where the school can-
not accommodate the class within its existing building.  The general cost of providing special 
classes will vary from school to school depending on whether a class is being provided within 
the existing school building or through an extension, the site specific costs and any associated 
planning conditions. 

In the case of major school accommodation projects, it is general practice to include provi-
sion for a special class in the accommodation brief for new primary and post primary schools, 
unless local circumstances indicate that it will not be required or where site conditions preclude 
construction.  The specific amount spent on special needs accommodation, is not held by my 
Department as this is typically provided as part of a general building project and costs for the 
special needs accommodation are not isolated in the project cost.

04/04/2017WRQ02400DEIS Data

04/04/2017WRQ02500245. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of schools 
which have appealed their allocation under the new resource allocation model; the number that 
have been received by his Department; the timeframe for processing appeals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16200/17]

04/04/2017WRQ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 for post primary schools were 
published on 7th March 2017.

These Circulars set out the details of the new model for allocating special education teachers 
to schools.

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs.  Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

No school will lose supports as a result of the implementation of the new model.  In addi-
tion, no school will receive an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less 
than the allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.  No al-
location made for such pupils by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as that pupil 
remains in the school. 

An additional 900 teaching posts have been provided to support the introduction of this new 
allocation model.  The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a very significant invest-
ment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with special educational needs 
in our schools.  This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number of resource teachers al-
located to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011. 

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1000 schools who are iden-
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tified as needing additional supports as a result of the new model.  Supports for children with 
special educational needs is a key priority for this Government.

The revised allocation model replaces the generalised allocation process at primary and post 
primary school level for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, and the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided additional 
resource teaching supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low Incidence dis-
abilities.

Schools have been advised that they will be able to appeal whether the data used to calculate 
their school profile was correct and complete and whether it was correctly applied in the calcu-
lation of their 2017/18 allocation.

DES Circulars 0013/2017 and 0014/2017 outline the basis on which the Education Research 
Centre determined the allocations for all schools.  

In advance of the submission of an appeal, schools were asked to read carefully the DES 
circulars and in particular the relevant section, which relates to the breakdown of the allocation, 
which may be under consideration for appeal. 

The NCSE has published details of the appeals process on the NCSE website: www.ncse.ie. 

Schools were advised that should a school wish to appeal they should do so by March 31st 
2017. 

519 schools had submitted appeal applications to the NCSE by 31st March, 2017, while 
some appeals are still being received.  The appeals process is being administered by the NCSE 
as opposed to my Department. 

The NCSE has advised schools that all appeals will be processed by 31st May, 2017, how-
ever, some of the appeals may also be concluded before that date. 

The model will also allow for some additional provision for exceptional circumstances or 
where a school’s enrolment levels increase very substantially prior to the next review of the 
model.  The National Council for Special Education will support schools in managing their 
special education teaching allocations in the first instance.  Only in very exceptional circum-
stances, where it can be demonstrated that the schools profile has changed very significantly 
since the allocation was made to the school, may an additional allocation of hours be made to 
the school. 

Guidelines for schools on the organisation, deployment and use of their special education 
teachers to address the need of pupils with special educational needs are also being prepared 
and will be published shortly.

The Guidelines will support schools to reflect on how they can review and manage their 
timetabling practices to ensure the timetable is sufficiently flexible to meet the needs of all pu-
pils in their school who have special needs.  The Guidelines encourage schools to ensure they 
deploy their resources appropriately to meet the needs of all of the children in their school who 
require additional teaching support, including pupils with emerging needs, or new entrants. 

04/04/2017WRQ02700Higher Education Institutions

04/04/2017WRQ02800246. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the lone par-
ents barriers to education report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[16202/17]

04/04/2017WRQ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The review of the supports 
and barriers to accessing higher education for lone parents is currently being finalised and will 
be completed shortly. 

The review is being conducted by a multi-disciplinary team from NUI Maynooth.  The 
review process is being overseen by a steering committee comprising officials from my Depart-
ment and from the Departments of Social Protection and Children and Youth Affairs, as well as 
the Higher Education Authority. 

This is a complex policy area that involves three Government Departments.  The review 
has examined existing data and the supports that are currently available for lone parents, with a 
view to identifying the specific challenges faced by lone parents in accessing higher education.  
The intention is to identify measures and best practice that will address those challenges in the 
future.

The review was sufficiently progressed to inform policy discussions between the relevant 
Departments in advance of Budget 2017.  In this context, I secured additional funding of €1 
million in Budget 2017 to support more lone parents to participate in higher education.  This 
new funding will be used to respond to the recommendations contained in the review. 

The additional funding I received for lone parents in Budget 2017 will be complemented by 
measures announced by my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection, to assist lone parents 
to return to education.  These measures include the reintroduction of the €500 annual cost of 
Education allowance. 

The Minister for Children & Youth Affairs also is introducing a programme of affordable 
child care which will be of significant help to lone parents who are using childcare.

04/04/2017WRQ03000National Council for Special Education

04/04/2017WRQ03100247. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has 
taken to implement the policy advice of the NCSE, National Council for Special Education, 
regarding children with autism; if he will implement all the recommendations of the report; the 
timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16203/17]

04/04/2017WRQ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Policy Advice on Au-
tism was formally launched by the NCSE on 15th July 2016.  The report acknowledges that 
there has been substantial investment in the education of students with autism over the 14 
years since the publication of the last major report on autism in 2001.  The reports sets out 11 
recommendations for further improvement and outlines associated actions to give effect to its 
recommendations.  

The Department has convened an Implementation Group with representatives of the NCSE, 
NEPS, the Inspectorate and external representatives to ensure that the Report’s recommenda-
tions are fully and appropriately considered and that a timetable for implementation is prepared.  
The NCSE estimates that implementing the school based recommendations in the report will 
cost an additional €20m per annum. 

The work of the Implementation Group is ongoing. It is expected that the implementation 
group will consult fully with relevant stakeholders on the implementation of recommendations.
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04/04/2017WRR0010004/04/2017WRR00200Intellectual Property Protocol

04/04/2017WRR00300248. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Questions Nos. 112, 114 to 116, inclusive, and 118 of 9 March 2017, the name of the 
institution involved in the internal review; if there have been other reviews carried out in third 
level institutions in relation to similar issues; the terms of reference of the review; his plans to 
play any role in relation to the review; if he has satisfied himself that sufficient safeguards are 
in place to protect the interests of institutions in regard to intellectual property rights; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16204/17]

04/04/2017WRR00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A review is being carried 
out by Waterford Institute of Technology.  The purpose of the review is to confirm that WIT’s 
interests had been appropriately represented and protected, all relevant policies, protocols and 
procedures had been complied with and satisfactory governance processes had been applied in 
the case concerned.   My officials expect to receive a copy of the report on the review being 
carried out by Waterford Institute of Technology this week.

I am not aware of any other reviews having been carried out by other third level institutions.

As previously indicated, a national IP Protocol “Putting public research to work in Ireland” 
was developed by a task group comprised of leaders from industry, the investment community 
and TTOs in 2012.  The new protocol built on earlier guidelines and codes of practice, using the 
lessons learned from their use. 

In 2013 the Government established a centralised function with responsibility for technol-
ogy transfer in the State which led to the creation of Knowledge Transfer Ireland, launched in 
May 2014. Knowledge Transfer Ireland (KTI) now has responsibility for setting direction for 
research performing organisations (RPOs) best practice to enable compliance with IP policy 
and procedures.

The publication of the national IP protocol in 2012, and its subsequent refresh in 2016, 
sought to establish policy and guidelines on the interactions between industry and Ireland’s 
Higher Education Institutes, including the treatment of intellectual property.  It provides guide-
lines and sets expectations for the RPOs and for industry.

The national IP Protocol 2016 comprises two volumes:

-  the National IP Protocol policy document which sets out the framework underpinning 
research collaboration and access to intellectual property from state-funded research

-  the IP Protocol Resource Guide which provides an overview of the national IP manage-
ment guidelines and links to resources and template documents, available for industry and 
RPOs.  It also provides an overview of the knowledge transfer structures in Ireland and the 
kinds of agreements that can be used to formalise research-industry engagements.

The protocol explains the National IP Management Requirements and requires that RPOs 
have in place and operate internal IP management systems that meet or exceed these.  The 
protocol also includes “good practice” that will normally be followed.  However, industry and 
RPOs are free to adopt a different approach where this is in the best interests of successful rela-
tionships and research commercialisation.   Practices are also highlighted that may be followed 
if industry / RPOs choose to do so.

The IP Protocol is a key reference source for Ireland’s HEIs and research funders. HEIs have 
developed IP policies that are in line with national guidelines and good practice.   These will 
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include policy on spin-out formation.  The detail of policies will differ amongst institutions. 

The research funding agencies for the publicly funded research system all require that the 
higher education institutions own the intellectual property arising from research projects that 
they fund. Each University and IoT has a set of policies that cover how they will govern the use 
of that IP.

The national IP Protocol explains that commercialisation may benefit HEIs and provide 
incentives to the researchers involved in creating IP. IP may include protectable IP and know-
how. Furthermore, the national IP management requirements make provision for HEIs to have 
in place a system for sharing of income from commercialising within the organisation, includ-
ing with relevant researchers.

The national IP Protocol is clear on the policy and processes to identify, protect and com-
mercialise IP that arises in HEIs. This includes guidance on licensing of IP. A suite of Model 
Agreements, available for use if HEIs and companies choose, covering a range of IP licensing 
scenarios is available on the KTI website.

In addition, all HEIs are requested yearly as part of their governance statements to state that 
a code of conduct for Governing Body members and a Code of Conduct for Employees has 
been adopted and is being monitored.   Guidelines for these codes are included in the IOT and 
University Codes of Governance (section 3.2).

The University Code of Governance has been implemented since 2007 and was updated in 
2012.  A copy of the code is available here:

www.hea.ie/sites/default/files/university_code_of_governance_2012.pdf.

The Institutes of Technology Code of Governance published in 2012 replaces an earlier 
document published in 2003:   A copy of the code is available here:

www.hea.ie/sites/default/files/code_of_goverance_jan_2012final_updated_0.pdf.

At institutional level, the Code of Conduct for employees and members of governing autho-
rises would include statements related to conflict of interest and outside employment.  

In the financial memorandum signed by both the HEA and HEIs it is a mandatory require-
ment that they comply with the codes of governance for IoTs and universities, while their an-
nual governance statement also confirms that the approved Code of Governance has been put in 
place and implemented, and that a Code of Conduct for Employees has been implemented and 
monitored. This Code of Conduct must cover conflicts of interest and limits on outside activi-
ties.

04/04/2017WRR00500DEIS Data

04/04/2017WRR00600249. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools per county that have contacted his Department to request that they be included in the 
new Delivering Equality of Opportunities in Schools, DEIS, scheme since the updated list was 
announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16205/17]

04/04/2017WRR00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The number of schools per 
county that have contacted my Department to request that they be included in the DEIS, either 
directly or by representation, is detailed in the following table.
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County Number of Schools
Carlow 3
Cavan 1
Clare 2
Cork 6
Donegal 13
Dublin 16
Galway 7
Kerry 3
Kildare 2
Laois 1
Leitrim 1
Limerick 2
Louth 1
Mayo 5
Meath 3
Monaghan 2
Offaly 1
Roscommon 3
Sligo 3
Tipperary 7
Waterford 2
Wexford 6
Wicklow 1
All schools in the country across both the Primary and Post Primary sectors have been as-

sessed in terms of the socio-economic background of their pupil cohort using centrally held 
data. This process has determined the level of concentrated disadvantage across the school 
system and identifies those schools in need of the greatest level of support.

The key data sources include the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary 
Online (PPOD) Databases as populated by schools and the CSO Small Area of Population 
(SAP) data from the National Census of Population 2011 as represented by the Pobal HP De-
privation Index (HP Index). Variables used in the compilation of the HP Index include those 
related to demographic growth, dependency ratios, education levels, single parent rate, over-
crowding, social class, occupation and unemployment rates. This data is combined with pupil 
data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to provide information on the relative level of 
concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort of individual schools. This data is applied 
uniformly across all schools in the country.

In its initial application, the new identification model has identified that there are schools 
in disadvantaged areas, not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage is at 
the same level as the current DEIS category for schools serving the highest concentrations of 
disadvantage.  Accordingly, we are moving as a first step to include these schools in the DEIS 
Programme with effect from September 2017.

04/04/2017WRR00800Intellectual Property Protocol
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04/04/2017WRR00900250. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Questions Nos. 112, 114 to 116, inclusive, and 118 of 9 March 2017, if there is a legal 
obligation on employees of third level institutions to declare an interest in a spin-out company; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16206/17]

04/04/2017WRR01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): All HEIs are requested 
yearly as part of their governance statements to state that a code of conduct for Governing 
Body members and a Code of Conduct for Employees has been adopted and is being monitored.   
Guidelines for these codes are included in the IOT and University Codes of Governance (sec-
tion 3.2).

The University Code of Governance has been implemented since 2007 and was updated in 
2012.  A copy of the code is available here:

www.hea.ie/sites/default/files/university_code_of_governance_2012.pdf.

The Institutes of Technology Code of Governance published in 2012 replaces an earlier 
document published in 2003:  A copy of the code is available here:

www.hea.ie/sites/default/files/code_of_goverance_jan_2012final_updated_0.pdf.

For example the IoT Code of Governance states:

 Code of Conduct for Members and Employees

2.2.1 It is strongly recommended that all Institutes of Technology have written codes of 
conduct for members of the Governing Body and employees.  The codes should be developed 
via a participative approach and should be approved by the Governing Body taking into ac-
count the implications of all the relevant provisions of the Institutes of Technology Acts 1992 
to 2006 as well as the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995 and Standards in Public Office Act 2001.  
Suggested guidelines for such a code are contained in Part 3.2   of this document.  The Code, 
a copy of which should be made available to all members of Governing Body and Employees 
for their retention, should embrace such matters as duty to the Institute, principles for address-
ing conflict of interest, limits on outside activities, acceptance of gifts and honesty in dealings.  
The up-to-date codes of conduct should also be available upon request with a copy of each such 
code being accessible through the Institute’s website. 

In the financial memorandum signed by both the HEA and HEIs it is a mandatory require-
ment that they comply with the codes of governance for IoTs and universities, while their an-
nual governance statement also confirms that the approved Code of Governance has been put in 
place and implemented, and that a Code of Conduct for Employees has been implemented and 
monitored. This Code of Conduct must cover conflicts of interest and limits on outside activi-
ties.

04/04/2017WRR01100Intellectual Property Protocol

04/04/2017WRR01200251. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the names of the 
third level institutions that have a specific spin-out policy in place; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16207/17]

04/04/2017WRR01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Knowledge Transfer Ire-
land, the organisation that oversees the implementation of the National IP Protocol, has con-
firmed that the following third level institutions have a specific stand-alone spin-out policy 
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document in place.   

HEIs with specific spin-out policy:

-  University College Cork

-  University College Dublin

-  University of Limerick

-  Maynooth University

-  Athlone Institute of Technology 

-  Cork Institute of Technology

-  Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology

-  National College of Art and Design

-  Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland

A further 14 have policy relating to spin-out companies embedded in their IP policy docu-
ment.  HEIs with spin-out policy within their IP Policy document:

-  Dublin City University 

-  Dublin Institute of Technology 

-  Dundalk Institute of Technology

-  Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology

-  Institute of Technology Blanchardstown

-  Institute of Technology Carlow

-  Institute of Technology Sligo

-  Institute of Technology Tallaght

-  Limerick Institute of Technology

-  National College of Ireland

-  NUI Galway

-  Trinity College Dublin

-  Waterford Institute of Technology

Policies in respect of spin-out companies describe the purpose for commercialisation as a 
route of application to achieve economic and social benefit through innovation. Policies cover 
the ownership of IP, management of IP, IP related transactions by the HEI, shareholding and 
revenue share. 

04/04/2017WRR01400Intellectual Property Protocol
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04/04/2017WRR01500252. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the name of the body 
tasked with the oversight of the national intellectual property protocol; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16208/17]

04/04/2017WRR01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Knowledge Transfer Ire-
land (KTI), established by Enterprise Ireland in partnership with the Irish Universities Associa-
tion, is the custodian of the national IP Protocol. 

As previously indicated, a national IP Protocol “Putting public research to work in Ireland” 
was developed by a task group comprised of leaders from industry, the investment community 
and TTOs in 2012.    The new protocol built on earlier guidelines and codes of practice, using 
the lessons learned from their use. 

In 2013 the Government established a centralised function with responsibility for technol-
ogy transfer in the State which led to the creation of Knowledge Transfer Ireland, launched in 
May 2014. Knowledge Transfer Ireland (KTI) now has responsibility for setting direction for 
research performing organisations (RPOs) best practice to enable compliance with IP policy 
and procedures.

The publication of the national IP protocol in 2012, and its subsequent refresh in 2016, 
sought to establish policy and guidelines on the interactions between industry and Ireland’s 
Higher Education Institutes, including the treatment of intellectual property.  It provides guide-
lines and sets expectations for the RPOs and for industry.

The national IP Protocol 2016 comprises two volumes:

-  the National IP Protocol policy document which sets out the framework underpinning 
research collaboration and access to intellectual property from state-funded research

-  the IP Protocol Resource Guide which provides an overview of the national IP manage-
ment guidelines and links to resources and template documents, available for industry and 
RPOs.  It also provides an overview of the knowledge transfer structures in Ireland and the 
kinds of agreements that can be used to formalise research-industry engagements.

The protocol explains the National IP Management Requirements and requires that RPOs 
have in place and operate internal IP management systems that meet or exceed these.  The 
protocol also includes “good practice” that will normally be followed.  However, industry and 
RPOs are free to adopt a different approach where this is in the best interests of successful rela-
tionships and research commercialisation.   Practices are also highlighted that may be followed 
if industry / RPOs choose to do so.

The national IP Protocol explains that commercialisation may benefit HEIs and provide 
incentives to the researchers involved in creating IP. IP may include protectable IP and know-
how. Furthermore, the national IP management requirements make provision for HEIs to have 
in place a system for sharing of income from commercialising within the organisation, includ-
ing with relevant researchers.

A suite of Model Agreements, available for use if HEIs and companies choose, covering a 
range of IP licensing scenarios is available on the KTI website.

04/04/2017WRR01700Youthreach Programme

04/04/2017WRR01800253. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Circular 0055/2014 
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(details supplied) is applicable to the position of Youthreach programme resource person; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16209/17]

04/04/2017WRR01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm for the Dep-
uty that Circular 0055/2014 applies to the position of Youthreach Resource person.

04/04/2017WRR02000Youthreach Programme Funding

04/04/2017WRR02100254. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the budget allocation 
for Youthreach programmes in 2014, 2015, 2016 and to date in 2017; the number of Youthreach 
centres; the budget allocation for each Youthreach centre for 2014, 2015, 2016 and to date in 
2017; and the percentage of this budget for each centre that is withheld by the relevant ETB for 
administrative purposes for each of those years, in tabular form. [16210/17]

04/04/2017WRR02200255. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to increase 
the overall budget for Youthreach centres for 2018; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16211/17]

04/04/2017WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to takes Questions Nos. 254 and 255 together.

The attached table outlines the budget allocation for the Youthreach programme in 2014, 
2015 and 2016.  It is anticipated that the allocation for 2017 will be similar to that of 2016.  
There are currently 110 Youthreach centres spread across the 16 Education and Training Boards 
(ETBs).

My Department provides funding for further education and training programmes, includ-
ing Youthreach, to SOLAS who in turn allocates this funding to ETBs.  Further distribution of 
this  funding to Youthreach centres under their remit is a matter for each ETB.  My Department 
does not hold any information on the allocation of funding by ETBs to individual Youthreach 
centres.

There are no specific plans to increase the budget for Youthreach in 2018.  The Deputy 
should note that SOLAS determines how overall FET funding is distributed across the various 
FET programmes.

Summary of Youth Reach 
Grants Paid to ETBs - 
2014 to 2016

2014 2015 2016

- €’000s €’000s €’000s
Cavan & Monaghan 2,777 2,274 2,653
City of Dublin 10,478 9,329 9,258
Cork 7,398 5,686 6,817
Donegal 3,118 2,981 3,135
Dublin & Dun Laoghaire 7,125 7,016 6,581
Galway & Roscommon 5,342 4,995 4,606
Kerry 2,489 2,095 2,483
Kildare & Wicklow 4,328 4,018 3,981
Kilkenny & Carlow 1,126 1,131 911
Laois & Offaly 2,287 2,177 2,439
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Summary of Youth Reach 
Grants Paid to ETBs - 
2014 to 2016

2014 2015 2016

Limerick & Clare 5,720 5,935 5,498
Longford & Westmeath 2,205 1,472 1,947
Louth & Meath 4,741 3,752 5,082
Mayo, Sligo & Leitrim 2,831 2,397 2,749
Tipperary 1,681 1,847 1,624
Waterford & Wexford 4,834 4,690 4,727

68,480 61,795 64,490

04/04/2017WRR02400School Transport Provision

04/04/2017WRR02500256. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of pupils 
affected by the bus strike who have been allocated seats under the school transport scheme on 
normal Bus Éireann passenger buses or other Bus Éireann services affected by the strike; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16212/17]

04/04/2017WRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently almost 116,000 children, including some 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

These children avail of school transport services provided by a mixture of private contractor 
vehicles and Bus Éireann dedicated school transport services.

In the region of 1,000 children who normally avail of school transport services on Bus Éire-
ann public scheduled services are affected by the industrial action.

04/04/2017WRR02700School Accommodation

04/04/2017WRR02800257. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions taken by 
his Department to date in relation to an extension of a school (details supplied); the timeframe 
for completion of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16253/17]

04/04/2017WRR02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application to my Department for additional 
accommodation. My Department has requested additional information from the school together 
with clarification on information provided in respect of their application.  Once this information 
is received the application can be considered further and a decision conveyed to the school.

04/04/2017WRR03000Teachers’ Remuneration

04/04/2017WRR03100258. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
will review Circular 0015/2015 in respect of the requirement for rolled-up holiday pay, in view 
of the difficulties faced by staff over the Christmas period; if he will consider introducing a sys-
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tem whereby staff can access unused holiday pay in advance of Christmas; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16258/17]

04/04/2017WRR03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Prior to August 2015, the 
daily/hourly rates paid to casual and non-casual teachers per day/hour worked included an ele-
ment in respect of annual leave. This practice was known as ‘rolled-up holiday pay’.

The practice was changed with effect from 1 September 2015 to bring the method of re-
munerating casual and non casual teachers into line with the European Union Working Time 
Directive following a decision of the European Commission. The terms of the revised payment 
arrangements are outlined in Circular 0015/2015.  Accordingly, casual and non-casual teachers 
employed by schools and ETBs are no longer paid ‘rolled-up holiday pay’ and now receive a 
separate payment in respect of annual leave. 

There is no reduction in the overall take-home pay of the individual teacher under the re-
vised arrangements. The method devised involves extracting a percentage from the current 
hourly/daily rate paid to the teacher and then paying that percentage back to the teacher at the 
next school holiday period. In accordance with Circular 0015/2015, payments in respect of an-
nual leave are made to teachers at the Christmas holidays, Easter holidays and summer holidays 
in respect of hours worked in the previous term. Any entitlement to holiday pay up to the day 
of payment is paid at these times.  

Circular 0015/2015 was agreed through the Teachers Conciliation Council, which is the 
recognised forum for considering the terms of employment of teachers and comprises represen-
tatives of the teacher unions and school management bodies as well as my Department and the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

04/04/2017WRR03300School Patronage

04/04/2017WRR03400259. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way he 
will address the role of faith in determining the admission to minority faith based schools and 
the concerns of parents of minority faiths who wish to ensure they can enrol their children to a 
school of their own faith in view of the recent Education (Admissions to schools) Bill 2016 and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16288/17]

04/04/2017WRR03500260. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which he will protect the admission of minority faith students to minority faith schools that are 
oversubscribed, such as a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16289/17]

04/04/2017WRR03600261. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he 
will take to address the challenges in limited and rural areas in which oversubscription in pri-
mary and secondary schools and lack of capacity are creating difficulties for minority faith 
students that wish to be placed at schools of their own faith. [16290/17]

04/04/2017WRR03700262. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the legal pro-
tections that exist to support the provision of faith based education by religious minorities here 
and the right of minority faith students to attend primary and secondary schools of their own 
faith; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16291/17]

04/04/2017WRR03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 259 to 262, inclusive, together.
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The Deputy will be aware that I ran a public consultation process from 24th January to 20th 
March 2017 on the role of religion in the school admission process and possible approaches for 
making changes.

I believe that it is unfair that preference is given by publicly funded religious schools to 
children of their own religion who might live some distance away, ahead of children of a dif-
ferent religion or of no religion who live close to the school.  I also believe that it is unfair that 
parents, who might otherwise not do so, feel pressure to baptise their children in order to gain 
admission to the local school.

However I have also specifically outlined in the consultation paper of the need to avoid 
possible pitfalls and unintended consequences, including possible impacts on minority reli-
gions and on the wishes of Protestant, Jewish, Islamic and other communities to be able to run 
schools in accordance with their ethos and admit children from their communities to attend 
those schools.

Other possible consequences to be avoided include possible breaches of the constitution, 
technical and administrative difficulties impacting on the capacity to effectively run the system 
of over 4000 schools and the possibility of creating ‘postcode lotteries’, such as other countries 
have experienced, resulting in pronounced divergence in the quality of schools in more advan-
taged compared to less advantaged areas.

The 8 week phase of receiving written submissions formed part of the broader 12 week 
consultation process which will include additional steps, including any follow-up consultation 
that is required, collation of responses and development of next steps.

My Department has begun the process of examining the submissions and formulating next 
steps. Clearly I will not make any decisions around next steps until such time as all of the sub-
missions have been examined and considered.

04/04/2017WRS00200School Funding

04/04/2017WRS00300263. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provisions 
that exist for continued and full information technology funding in view of inequalities between 
funding allocations for majority and minority faith based or Education and Training Board, 
ETB, schools, specifically in the case of a school (details supplied) which has received 50% of 
the funding provided for other faith and ETB schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16292/17]

04/04/2017WRS00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the Digital Strategy 
for Schools 2015-2020 Enhancing Teacher Learning and Assessment, some €210m has been 
committed to address ICT infrastructure requirements in schools. The first tranche of this fund-
ing, some €30m, has been distributed to schools in respect of the 2016-2017 school year.

Under the terms of this funding, as detailed at www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/
Active-Circulars/cl0001_2017.pdf, fee-charging schools receive 50% of the rate applying to 
schools in the free education scheme. No distinction is made on the basis of faith in the funding 
given to fee-charging schools. The school referred to by the Deputy received 50% of the fund-
ing as stated in the circular, as did all other fee-charging schools, regardless of denomination 
or patronage.

04/04/2017WRS00500Schools Site Acquisitions
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04/04/2017WRS00600264. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that his Department has a permanent site for a proposed school (details supplied) due to open in 
September 2018; if a temporary school to be provided for post primary purposes in the area will 
also be located on such a permanent site; if his Department will not proceed with the opening 
of this proposed post primary school without having a permanent site purchased and secure for 
this purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16305/17]

04/04/2017WRS00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the Department is working closely with South Dublin County Council towards acquiring 
a permanent site to meet the needs of the new post primary school due to open in September 
2018 in the area to which he refers. The building project for this new post-primary school is 
included on my Department’s six year construction programme.  

The school will open as scheduled in September 2018 in suitable interim accommodation 
pending completion of construction.  The Department is working with the patron to identify and 
review possible options which may be suitable for the interim accommodation of this school.

04/04/2017WRS00800Schools Establishment

04/04/2017WRS00900265. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the new 
schools establishment group has submitted its report and recommendations on the establish-
ment of four new schools during 2017 and 2018 to him for consideration; and if so, when he 
will notify the patron of a new school (details supplied). [16326/17]

04/04/2017WRS01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): On 28 November 2016 ap-
plications were invited for the patronage of four new primary schools to be established in 2017 
and 2018, including the new primary school to which the Deputy refers.  The closing date for 
receipt of applications for this process was 6 January 2017.  Patrons submitted with their ap-
plication a parental preference template in which parents have been requested to declare their 
preference for their child(ren) to be educated through that patron’s school model and also their 
preference with regard to education through the medium of English or Irish.

Applications received are currently being assessed by my Department.  The assessment pro-
cess is detailed and rigorous and numerous applications have been received in respect of each 
of the four proposed new primary schools.  The final assessment reports will be forwarded for 
the consideration of the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG), which will submit a report 
with recommendations to me for consideration and final decision.  

It is expected that the assessment process will be completed and that a determination in rela-
tion to the patronage of the new schools will be made in the coming weeks.  All patrons will be 
notified once I have made my final decision.

The assessment reports and the recommendations of the NSEG will be available on the De-
partment’s website www.education.ie following the announcement.  

04/04/2017WRS01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

04/04/2017WRS01200266. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the model being used for the allocation of learning support and resource teaching hours to take 
account of the needs of a school (details supplied) over multiple years; if he will review the 
decision to cut the hours allocated to the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[16350/17]

04/04/2017WRS01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and Circular 0014/2017 for post primary 
schools were published on 7th March 2017.

These Circulars set out the details of the new model for allocating special education teachers 
to schools.

The revised allocation process replaces the generalised allocation process at primary and 
post primary school level for learning support and high incidence special educational needs, 
and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocation process which provided 
additional resource teaching supports to schools, to support pupils assessed as having Low 
Incidence disabilities.

The new Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for spe-
cial educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile.

Allocations based on the school profiles were issued to all schools on 7th March.  Details 
of the special education teaching allocations have also been published on the NCSE website.

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special educa-
tional needs. Substantial research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all of the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

No school, including the school to which the Deputy has referred, will lose supports as a 
result of the implementation of the new model. In addition, no school will receive an allocation, 
for the support of pupils with complex needs, less than the allocation they received to support 
such pupils during the 2016/17 school year. 

For the introduction of the new allocation model, from September 2017, the NCSE ‘Low 
Incidence’ allocations which had been made for each school during the preceding 2016/17 
school year, have been used to establish the complex needs component of the new model for 
each school. The use of this data has ensured that the most up to date data on the distribution 
of pupils in this category across the school system has been used. Standardised test data over a 
number of years, as set out in DES Circular 0013/2017, have been used for all primary schools.

An additional 900 teaching posts have been provided to support the introduction of this new 
allocation model. The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a very significant invest-
ment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with special educational needs 
in our schools. This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number of resource teachers al-
located to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011. 

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1200 schools who are iden-
tified as needing additional supports as a result of the new model. Supports for children with 
special educational needs is a key priority for this Government. The new funding will ensure 
that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special education needs resources to provide 
additional teaching support to all pupils, including pupils who have yet to enrol in their school, 
who require such support. 

In relation to the particular school referred to by the Deputy in his question, this school had 
a General Allocation Model allocation of 50 hours for the 2016/17 school year, which com-
bined with 30.18 resource teaching hours allocated to the school by the National Council for 
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Special Education, gave a total allocation to the school of 80.18 additional teaching hours for 
the 2016/17 school year.

As the profiled allocation for the school did not indicate an increased allocation requirement 
for the school for 2017/18, the school has maintained its existing level of allocation.

The special education teaching allocation for this school for 2017/18 is 80.18 hours.

There has therefore been no reduction to the special education teaching allocation for this 
school.

Schools must notify the Department on Form S.E.T. Cluster 2017, Appendix D of the pri-
mary Staffing Schedule, of their clustering arrangements for their new Special Education al-
location.

Completed forms should be returned to the Department’s Primary Teacher Allocations Sec-
tion as soon as possible but no later than close of business on 30th March 2017. 

S.E.T. hours that are clustered into new full-time permanent posts and received before this 
deadline will be automatically approved by the Department. Schools that do not return the com-
pleted form within the above timeframe or where all of a school’s S.E.T hours are not clustered 
into full-time posts will be included, as appropriate, in the Department led clustering process. 

Guidelines for schools on the organisation, deployment and use of their special education 
teachers to address the need of pupils with special educational needs are also being prepared 
and will be published shortly.

The Guidelines will support schools to reflect on how they can review and manage their 
timetabling practices to ensure the timetable is sufficiently flexible to meet the needs of all pu-
pils in their school who have special needs. The Guidelines encourage schools to ensure they 
deploy their resources appropriately to meet the needs of all of the children in their school who 
require additional teaching support, including pupils with emerging needs, or new entrants. 

The NCSE has announced the commencement of an independent appeals process through 
which schools may appeal the allocation made to their school if they believe the data upon 
which the allocation is based is incorrect or has been incorrectly used.  

04/04/2017WRS01400Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRS01500267. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
requests his Department received for material to be made available in Braille format in each 
of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by his De-
partment; the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation service. 
[16381/17]

04/04/2017WRS01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides funding to the National Braille Production Centre (NBPC) which 
provides access to educational materials by transcriptions through a range of formats, acces-
sible for children with a visual impairment.

The service facilitates the supply of textbooks in Braille, Large Print and Audio format for 
blind pupils and visually impaired pupils in primary and post-primary schools throughout the 
state. An online text book service is also provided.
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As well as transcribing educational material for pupils in accordance with their educational 
needs, the NBPC designs and produces tactile maps and special books for multi-disabled visu-
ally impaired pre-school children to encourage sensory stimulation.

In recent years the NBPC has expanded its use of new computerised technologies such as 
the DAISY, or Digital Accessible Information System, as well as developing an Online Book-
shelf, an online download facility for braille and secure DAISY files. This facility allows a 
child with a visual impairment to independently download the secure file of a book required in 
a particular accessible format.

My Department currently provides annual funding of €1.28m to the NBPC to meet produc-
tion and labour costs for all formats.  Additional funding of €55,718 was approved in 2016 for 
Braille Production Equipment, Digital Support Hardware and Support Software.  Details of 
orders processed by the NBPC are contained in the following table.

School Year 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16
Number of orders received 
for braille and other custom-
ised alternative formats

3,042 3,413 3,797

Number of orders fulfilled for 
braille and other customised 
alternative formats*

3,236 3,502 3,587

*The number of orders fulfilled can exceed the number of orders received in the same time-
frame. This is due to orders carrying over into a new school year, i.e. received in August and 
produced in September.

04/04/2017WRS01700School Catchment Areas

04/04/2017WRS01800268. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the policies 
pursued for school building capacity to cater for the increased demand for school places that is 
emerging, in view of the increase in the number of housing units being developed in the towns 
of Maynooth, Celbridge, Kilcock and Clane, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16438/17]

04/04/2017WRS01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places across 
the country will arise. In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demo-
graphic data, the Department divides the country into 314 school planning areas. The GIS uses 
data from a range of sources, including the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, 
the Department of Social Protection and my Department’s own databases. With this informa-
tion, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises at primary and post-primary 
level to determine where additional school accommodation is needed. 

My Department is included among the prescribed bodies to whom local authorities are 
statutorily obliged to send draft development and local area plans or proposed variations to de-
velopment plans for comment and observations. This enables local authorities to reserve future 
school sites in areas designated for proposed housing development.  

My Department’s 6 Year Capital Programme prioritises building projects for areas where 
there is increased demography including County Kildare.  The Capital Programme also pro-
vides for devolved funding for additional classrooms for schools where an immediate enrol-
ment need has been identified or where an additional teacher has been appointed.
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There are currently 29 major capital projects that are being progressed in County Kildare. 
This is in addition to over 50 smaller scale projects that have been approved devolved funding 
under my Department’s additional accommodation scheme.

04/04/2017WRS02000Schools Building Projects Status

04/04/2017WRS02100269. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
letter of intent; if it been issued to the preferred bidder for the contracts for tender in respect of 
a school (details supplied); when construction is scheduled to begin; the anticipated completion 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16439/17]

04/04/2017WRS02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform 
the Deputy that the contractor responded to the Letter of Intent on the 21st March last.  The 
response is currently being examined by the ETB’s Design Team. 

Assuming that the contractor has complied with the requirements of the Letter of Intent, it 
is envisaged that construction will commence on site shortly.

04/04/2017WRS02300Springboard Programme

04/04/2017WRS02400270. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a previously 
self-employed person wishing to participate in a Springboard course must first unregister for 
tax as a self-employed person with the Revenue Commissioners in order to be eligible to par-
ticipate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16534/17]

04/04/2017WRS02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In order for formerly self-
employed applicants to take up a place on a Springboard+ course, they must demonstrate that 
they are no longer self-employed. There is no one specific means by which they may do this.  
Evidence of their status may be demonstrated through providing revenue documentation, in-
cluding evidence that they are no longer registered as self-employed for tax purposes; or by 
providing evidence that their previous company is no longer in operation, which could include 
evidence to that effect from their former accountant.

04/04/2017WRS02600English Language Training Organisations

04/04/2017WRS02700271. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if end of course 
exams are a mandatory requirement for visa required students on interim list of eligible pro-
grammes, ILEP listed courses; if schools are asked to provide evidence of course work complet-
ed; if students are presented with certification of exam results: if such information is provided 
to his Department and to An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16505/17]

04/04/2017WRS02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Interim List of Eligi-
ble Programmes (ILEP) is maintained by the Department of Justice and Equality in association 
with my Department.

End of course exams are a compulsory requirement to achieve a listing on the ILEP.  All 
students are required to be registered for these exams and providers are obliged to submit a 
monthly return on student exam registration to the Department of Justice and Equality.
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As per the ILEP regulations, providers are required to maintain a record of exam grades 
received and this must be made available on request to students and the Irish Naturalisation Im-
migration Service (INIS) of the Department of Justice and Equality.

My Department does not maintain data on student exam results or course work in respect of 
private English language schools.

04/04/2017WRS02900School Funding

04/04/2017WRS03000272. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will approve 
funding for a specific project by a school (details supplied). [16561/17]

04/04/2017WRS03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school in question has applied to my Department for funding for the works to which the Deputy 
refers.

Additional information has been requested from the school.  Once received, this will be 
reviewed and a decision will issue directly to the school authority.

04/04/2017WRS03200Emergency Works Scheme Applications

04/04/2017WRS03300273. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
recent application by a school (details supplied) for funding for security measures following a 
recent fire on its premises. [16568/17]

04/04/2017WRS03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The funding request to 
which the Deputy refers has been assessed in my Department.  However, as the application is 
outside the scope of the Emergency Works Scheme and as my Department does not fund moni-
tored security systems, the application was refused.  The school has been informed accordingly.

04/04/2017WRT00150School Accommodation

04/04/2017WRT00200274. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will approve 
funding in respect of a school (details supplied). [16581/17]

04/04/2017WRT00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment received an application from the school to which the Deputy refers for a major capital 
project which included a request for significant additional accommodation.

My Department is currently considering the application concerned and will shortly be in 
contact with the school authority.

04/04/2017WRT00350Educational Disadvantage

04/04/2017WRT00400275. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out 
the details of the matrix used and the results allocated to the matrix when determining the status 
of a school (details supplied) for DEIS status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16605/17]
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04/04/2017WRT00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): DEIS Plan 2017 provides 
for a new identification model for assessment of a school’s level of disadvantage using centrally 
held data.

The key data sources include the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary 
Online (PPOD) Databases as populated by schools and the CSO Small Area of Population 
(SAP) data from the National Census of Population 2011 as represented by the Pobal HP De-
privation Index (HP Index). Variables used in the compilation of the HP Index include those 
related to demographic growth, dependency ratios, education levels, single parent rate, over-
crowding, social class, occupation and unemployment rates.  This data is combined with pupil 
data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to provide information on the relative level of 
concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort of individual schools.  This data is ap-
plied uniformly across all schools in the country.

Schools which have not been included, including the school referred to by the Deputy, are 
those which have not been identified as having the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage 
amongst their pupil cohort, under the new identification process, which is fair, objective and has 
been uniformly applied.

However, as noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective central data-
based model of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed 
by a further programme of work to create a more dynamic model where levels of resource more 
accurately follow the levels of need identified by that model. Once this work has been com-
pleted, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports to a further group of schools as 
resources permit.

04/04/2017WRT00550Speech and Language Therapy Provision

04/04/2017WRT00600276. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will grant a 
speech and language teacher to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16647/17]

04/04/2017WRT00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for a Part-
nership Government includes a commitment to introduce a new in-school Speech and Lan-
guage Therapy service, creating stronger linkages between parents, teachers and SLTs. The 
programme also commits to bring the number of SLTs up to 1,102 (a 25% increase).

The Programme for a Partnership Government also contains a commitment to examine the 
adequacy of the present policies and provision, and their scope for improvement, particularly in 
relation to speech and language difficulties and early intervention.

As Speech and Language Therapists are currently employed by the Health Service Execu-
tive (HSE), officials at my Department are currently engaging with colleagues in the Depart-
ment of Health and the HSE to develop a plan for the implementation of this commitment. The 
implementation plan will identify the actions to be taken and the specific timeframe for the 
delivery of this commitment.

In the interim my Department continues to provide an extensive range of supports for pupils 
with Specific Speech and Language Disorder (SSLD).

This includes provision for the establishment of special classes for pupils with SSLD in 
primary schools.
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Applications to establish such classes are considered by the school’s assigned Special Edu-
cational Needs Organiser (SENO) and those meeting the criteria for establishment are approved 
by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE). The criteria for enrolment in a Special 
Class for pupils with SSLD is set out in my Department’s Circular 0038/2007.

Pupils who are not enrolled in a special class for SSLD and who meet the criteria for Spe-
cific Speech and Language Disorder, as outlined in my Department’s Circular, may qualify for 
additional teaching support where he/she is enrolled in mainstream school.

Pupils with mild speech and language difficulties may qualify for supplementary teaching 
support from within the school’s general allocation of learning support/teaching support. It is 
a matter for individual schools to use their professional judgement to identify pupils who will 
receive this support and to use the resources available to the school to intervene at the appropri-
ate level with such pupils.

04/04/2017WRT00750Special Educational Needs Service Provision

04/04/2017WRT00800277. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is his De-
partment’s policy to include provision for an autism spectrum disorder unit or units in all new 
primary and secondary school building projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16650/17]

04/04/2017WRT00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for organising and 
planning provision for children with special educational needs, including establishing special 
classes in mainstream primary and post primary schools.

It is general practice to include a Special Needs Unit in the accommodation brief for new 
primary and post schools, unless local circumstances indicate that it will not be required or 
where site conditions preclude construction.

04/04/2017WRT00950Education and Training Boards Places

04/04/2017WRT01000278. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
reason a person (details supplied) who applied for a course was refused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16652/17]

04/04/2017WRT01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The course in question is run by Kerry Education and Training Board (ETB).  I have made ar-
rangements for Kerry ETB to contact the Deputy directly on the matter.

04/04/2017WRT01150Education and Training Boards Funding

04/04/2017WRT01200279. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
amount of other non-pay budget granted to County Cavan VEC and County Monaghan VEC 
for the years 2012 and 2013; and the ONP budget allocated to Cavan and Monaghan Education 
and Training Board in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16658/17]

04/04/2017WRT01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following table dis-
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plays the combined total non-pay allocation approved for Co. Cavan and Co. Monaghan Voca-
tion Education Committees for the years 2012 and 2013; and the non-pay  allocation to Cavan 
and Monaghan Education and Training Board in the subsequent years 2014 to 2016. The 2017 
figure is the initial allocation to the ETB.

2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017
 €2,749,335  €1,841,265  €2,341,716  €2,357,054 

(inclusive of 
additional 
funding pro-
vided by the 
Department 
and end of 
2015)

€2,770,799 
(inclusive of 
additional 
funding pro-
vided by the 
Department 
and end of 
2016)

 €2,394,394

Since 2013 the ETBs have experienced reductions in their Schools and Head Office ONP 
allocation. A key factor in relation to funding pressures has been the impact of various budget 
measures introduced in 2013.  The context for such budget measures was the need to reduce 
Government expenditure so that the country’s finances could be stabilised and brought back to 
affordable levels.

The improvements in the economy have now started to result in some improvements in the 
funding levels for the ETB sector. The first step in this regard was the additional once-off fund-
ing that was provided to this sector in 2015 and 2016.

04/04/2017WRT01350Education and Training Boards Funding

04/04/2017WRT01400280. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
rationale for the allocation of the other non-pay budget to Cavan and Monaghan Education 
and Training Board, CMETB, in view of the fact that student numbers at second level have not 
diminished and services traditionally provided across the ETB have in fact greatly increased 
owing to the vast numbers of the community availing of these services due to the recession. 
[16659/17]

04/04/2017WRT01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A key factor in relation 
to funding pressures has been the impact of various budget measures over recent years.  With 
regards to the current year ONP funding (2017) and the rationale used, this has been calculated 
taking into account student enrolment numbers and head office costs. The 2017 initial alloca-
tion is higher than the initial 2016 allocation by over €150,000.

Since 2012, the overall grant has reduced slightly. This is to be expected as grant rates de-
creased in line with national budgetary cuts while enrolments in Cavan and Monaghan Educa-
tion and Training Board (CMETB) have remained static.  The context for such budget measures 
was the need to reduce Government expenditure so that the country’s finances could be stabi-
lised and brought back to affordable levels.

The improvements in the economy have now started to result in some improvements in the 
funding levels for the ETB sector. The first step in this regard was the additional once-off fund-
ing that was provided to this sector in 2015 and 2016.  CMETB received additional funding in 
the amount of €121,951 in 2015 and €443,000 towards the end of 2016.

The ONP grant is provided for the general running costs of schools and head office. SO-
LAS is the national agency with responsibility for the development and provision of further 
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education and training which is responsive to the needs of learners and the requirements of a 
changing economy. Funding for initiatives provided in response to the local employment and 
economic situation is primarily routed through SOLAS.

04/04/2017WRT01550School Equipment

04/04/2017WRT01600281. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills to provide 
details of the number of schools that provide a choice for pupils between books and tablets; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16660/17]

04/04/2017WRT01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The decision to use tablet 
devices is a matter for the Board of Management of each school. Where the introduction of new 
technology is planned, there should be consultation with members of the school community 
including parents. The cost and other implications must be fully considered by the Boards of 
Management before a decision is made.  It is a matter for each individual school to determine 
which particular measures are most suited to its individual circumstances and to how the school 
concerned organises teaching and learning.  The Department does not gather information on the 
uptake of tablet devices in schools.

An advice sheet on the adoption of tablets in schools is available on the PDST-Technology 
in Education (PDST-TIE) website, detailing what tablets can offer a school, educational consid-
erations, purchasing considerations and software.

As part of the new Digital Strategy for Schools my Department will provide advice on ICT 
equipment and digital learning tools that are best suited to support learning and teaching in 
schools. €210 m will be allocated over the period of the Strategy, with the first tranche of €30 m 
already distributed to schools in respect of the 2016-2017 school year. Work on the implementa-
tion of the Strategy is now underway.

04/04/2017WRT01750Youthreach Programme Staff

04/04/2017WRT01800282. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if revised 
pay scales and allowances for persons recruited to certain direct entry grades are applicable 
to the position of Youthreach resource persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16748/17]

04/04/2017WRT01900283. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills to provide 
details of the circulars for revised pay scales and allowances for persons recruited to direct entry 
grades and if the circulars are applicable to the position of Youthreach resource persons from 
2010 to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16749/17]

04/04/2017WRT02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take questions Nos. 282 and 283 together.

The circulars for revised pay rates and allowances for persons recruited to the direct entry 
grades applicable to the position of Youthreach Resource Persons from 2010 to date in 2017 are:

Circular 27/2017 -Revision of Salaries In Respect Of All Staff Other Than Teachers and 
SNAs Employed by ETBs with Effect from 1 April 2017.

Circular 83/2015 - Revision of Salaries in Respect Of Adult Education Guidance Informa-
tion Officers and Youthreach Resource Persons Employed by ETBs with Effect from 01 Janu-
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ary 2016.

Circular 55/2014 - Implementation of Clause 2.31 of the Haddington Road Agreement - 
revised pay scales and allowances for persons recruited to certain direct entry grades - Revised 
Salary Scales and Allowances for Adult Education Guidance Counsellors and Co-Ordinators, 
Adult Education Guidance Information Officers, Adult Literacy Organisers, Community Edu-
cation Facilitators, Psychologists (City and Co. Dublin VECs) and Youthreach Resource Per-
sons.

Circular 13/2014 - Application of sections 2.24 and 2.25 of the Public Service Stability 
Agreement 2013 – 2016 (Haddington Road Agreement) – Education and Training Boards.

Circular 55/2011 - Revised salary scales and allowances for the application of 10% reduc-
tion in pay rates and fixed allowances to persons recruited to direct entry (recruitment) grades 
in the Education Sector with effect from 1 January 2011 for Adult Education Guidance Coun-
sellors and Co-Ordinators, Adult Education Guidance Information Officers, Adult Literacy Or-
ganisers, Community Education Facilitators, Psychologists (City and Co. Dublin VECs) and 
Youthreach Resource Persons.

Revised payscales and allowances for persons recruited to certain direct entry grades result-
ing from the implementation of Government Decisions, FEMPI legislation and various Nation-
al Pay Agreements, and as set out in these circulars, are applicable to the position of Youthreach 
Resource Persons.

04/04/2017WRT02050Gaelcholáistí Issues

04/04/2017WRT02100284. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline his 
plans to provide County Kildare with more Gaelcholáiste spaces (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16760/17]

04/04/2017WRT02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Following the most recent 
demographic exercises carried out by my Department, the new post-primary schools required 
to cater for increased demographic demand up to 2018 were announced.

As part of that announcement, and in view of the continued support for an independent 
Gaelcholáiste, it was confirmed that a Gaelcholáiste to serve the North Kildare area will open 
in 2019, subject to the continued viability of the Irish-medium Aonad at Maynooth Community 
College.

My Department will continue to work closely with Kildare and Wicklow Education and 
Training Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta in relation to the establishment of the Gaelcholáiste.

04/04/2017WRT02250Schools Building Projects Status

04/04/2017WRT02300285. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the status 
of the progression of phase 2 of a college (details supplied); the timeline for the delivery of the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16771/17]

04/04/2017WRT02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers was authorised to proceed to tender in October 2016.

The Design Team is currently finalising a shortlist of contractors who will be invited to 
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tender for the project.

Subject to no issues arising it is anticipated that construction could commence in the Sum-
mer of 2017 and the project is scheduled to take approximately 18 months to complete.

04/04/2017WRT02450Summer Works Scheme Applications

04/04/2017WRT02500286. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
investment to a school (details supplied) for a new roof and to a school (details supplied) for the 
necessary maintenance works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16772/17]

04/04/2017WRT02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of a Category 6 application (roof works) and a Category 3 ap-
plication (mechanical works) under the Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017) respectively from 
the schools to which he refers.

Nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very 
high demand. Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were 
announced in April last and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  As-
sessment of valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, 
subject to the overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
scheme as outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Department’s 
website. The applications from the two schools in question are available to be considered in 
this context.

04/04/2017WRU00150Schools Building Projects Status

04/04/2017WRU00200287. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the actions 
he is taking to progress the proposed new building programme at a school (details supplied); if 
his attention has been drawn to the anxiety of the school community in respect of the matter; if 
his attention has been further drawn to the fact that the increased accommodation would greatly 
benefit the school; the schedule now being followed in the matter; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16778/17]

04/04/2017WRU00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers was included in my Department’s 6 Year 
Capital Programme.

My Department is currently finalising the accommodation brief for the project and will be in 
further contact with the school in the near future in relation to initiating the architectural plan-
ning process for the project.

04/04/2017WRU00350Institutes of Technology

04/04/2017WRU00400288. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the Galway 
Mayo Institute of Technology plans to advertise and hold an open competition to fill the posi-
tion of campus director for the Mayo campus (details supplied). [16779/17]

04/04/2017WRU00500289. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down the 
name of the person appointed by the Irish Congress of Trade Unions to the governing body 
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of the Galway Mayo Institute of Technology, as is required by section 5(4)(b) of the Regional 
Technical Colleges (Amendment) Act 1999. [16780/17]

04/04/2017WRU00600290. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will invite a 
nomination from an organisation (details supplied) to nominate a representative to the govern-
ing body of the Galway Mayo Institute of Technology as provided for under section 5 (4)(c) of 
the Regional Technical Colleges (Amendment) Act 1999. [16781/17]

04/04/2017WRU00700291. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ap-
point an additional representative from Mayo Sligo Leitrim Education and Training Board 
(MSLETB) to the governing body of the Galway Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) under 
section 5 (4) (a) and section 14 of the Regional Technical Colleges (Amendment) Act 1999 
(details supplied). [16782/17]

04/04/2017WRU00800292. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set down the 
length of time each member of the Galway Mayo Institute of Technology governing body has 
held office; and the date each member of the governing body took up office. [16783/17]

04/04/2017WRU00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The members to the Gov-
erning Body of the Institutes of Technology are appointed under Section 4 of the Regional 
Technical Colleges (Amendment) Act 1994.  While the legislation provides for me in my ca-
pacity as Minister to appoint members of the Governing Body, I as Minister, have no power to 
nominate the members to be appointed.  That onus is on the relevant Education and Training 
Boards to ensure that requirements under the Act are met with regard to the nominations.  The 
legal requirements with regard to the Galway Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) board, as 
set out in the legislation, were checked by my Department and are in order.

The details of the dates of office of all the members of the Governing Body of GMIT are set 
out in the attached table, including the person appointed by the Irish Congress of Trade Unions.

The position with regard to the Campus Director for the Mayo Campus of GMIT is that, as 
the Deputy will be aware, since the introduction of the moratorium on public sector recruitment, 
an Employment Control Framework (ECF) has been in place for the higher education sector 
which provides institutions with considerable flexibility to fill vacancies, through recruitment 
or promotions on the basis of meeting an overall ceiling of posts.  Higher education institu-
tions are autonomous bodies and are responsible for their own day to day affairs, including the 
allocation of all of its income (both public and private) and for the management of its staffing 
compliment.

GOVERNING BODY
Chairperson: Term of Office/End date of 

Term.
Cormac Mac Donncha  29.03.2017 - 28.03.2022
President:
Dr. Fergal Barry  2015 - 2020
Six appointed under Section 4(1)( a ) and ( b )
Mr. David Leahy GRETB 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Cllr. Niall McNelis GRETB 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Cllr. Michael Moegie Maher GRETB 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Cllr. Karey McHugh GRETB 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Mr. Shaun Purcell MSLETB 24.02.2017 - 31.03.2020
Cllr. Mary Howard LCETB 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
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GOVERNING BODY
Two appointed under Section 4(1)( c )
Ms. Mary Rogers Academic Staff Rep. 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Mr. Gareth Roe Academic Staff Rep. 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
One appointed under Section 4(1)( d )
Mr. Michael Geoghegan Non-academic Staff Rep. 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Two appointed under Section 4(1) ( e )
Mr. Mark O’Brien Student Representative 01.07.2016 - 30.06.2017
Ms. Amy Kelly Student Representative 01.07.2016 - 30.06.2017
One appointed under Section 4(1)( f )
Mr. Joe Cunningham ICTU 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Five appointed under Section 4(1) (g )
Ms. Celestine Rowland IBEC 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Mr. Declan Gibbons Galway Film Centre 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Ms. Máire Ni Chionna Engineers Ireland 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Ms. Siobhán Burke Irish Hotels Federation 01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020
Ms. Hannah Kiely Galway Chamber of Com-

merce
01.04.2015 - 31.03.2020

* denotes female member of Governing Body

04/04/2017WRU00950Educational Disadvantage

04/04/2017WRU01000293. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if ad-
ditional schools have been added to the DEIS list since the announcement of 13 February 2017; 
if so the details of same; the number of schools that sought verification through the process out-
lined by his Department; when is it intended to reopen another round of DEIS for unsuccessful 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16785/17]

04/04/2017WRU01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): No schools, either Primary 
or Post Primary, have been added to the list of schools published on 13th February.

In its initial application, the new identification model, which has been uniformly applied to 
all schools, has identified schools not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage 
is at the highest level.  Accordingly, as a first step these schools will be included in the DEIS 
School Support Programme with effect from September 2017.

To date, a total of 76 Primary and 12 Post Primary schools have requested verification of 
their data. This process is underway and schools will be informed of the outcome shortly.

As noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective central data-based model 
of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed by a further 
programme of work to create a dynamic model for the allocation of resources where levels 
of resource more accurately follow the needs identified by that model. Once this work has 
been completed, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports to a further group of 
schools as resources permit.

04/04/2017WRU01150Skills Shortages
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04/04/2017WRU01200294. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report 
on the programme for Government commitment in respect of ensuring an ambitious and imple-
mentable plan to identify and address skills gaps, ICT and STEM needs. [12051/17]

04/04/2017WRU01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action Plan for Edu-
cation was launched in September 2016 and the vision of the Plan is that Irish Education and 
Training across primary, secondary and third level should become the best in Europe over the 
next decade.

The National Skills Strategy 2025 identifies Ireland’s current skills profile, provides a stra-
tegic vision and specific objectives for Ireland’s future skills requirements, and sets out a road 
map for how the vision and objectives can be achieved across the education and training sector.

With over 125 Actions, the National Skills Strategy sets out the Government’s commitment 
to improving and using skills for sustainable economic growth and outlines how we can de-
velop a well-skilled, adaptable workforce.

One of the key elements of the Strategy was the development of a new skills architecture, 
including a National Skills Council and the Regional Skills Fora. This architecture will fos-
ter closer collaboration between relevant Government Departments and agencies and develop 
structures to strengthen engagement between the education and training system and enterprise.

The Council will oversee research, advise on prioritisation of identified skills needs and on 
how to secure delivery of identified needs and will have a key role in promoting and reporting 
on the delivery of responses by education and training providers to those priorities.

I have appointed the members of the Council who are drawn from senior levels in the public 
and private sector. It will be an advisory, non-statutory body under the remit of the Department 
of Education and Skills.

The Council will oversee research from a number of sources including, the Expert Group on 
Future Skills Needs the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit in SOLAS and the Regional 
Skills Fora.

The launch of the Council will take place over the coming weeks and the first meeting will 
take place shortly afterwards.

Both my Department’s Action Plan for Education for 2016-2019 and the National Skills 
Strategy 2025 contain clear commitments to supporting and developing STEM and ICT educa-
tion.

Among the specific actions undertaken to date in this area are:

- On 27th February a new competitive call to Higher Education providers for course propos-
als to be funded under Springboard+ 2017 was launched.

- On 20th March additional funding of €2.25 million was announced to boost ICT Skills 
development with additional summer camps for second level students being developed, as well 
as up to 700 additional places on ICT courses.

- The STEM Education Review Group published their report in November 2016 which pres-
ents a detailed examination of the provision of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics Education in Ireland.  It focussed on schools and on the necessary capacity building 
required to achieve a step-change in outcomes for learners that will benefit our society and the 
economy. The review outlines 47 actions. 21 of these actions have been identified for initial 
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priority implementation, and have been incorporated within the Action Plan for Education. 
These include: (a) All STEM teaching should be delivered by qualified STEM teachers (b)
Introduce computer science, including coding, as a Leaving Certificate subject. Following the 
STEM Education Review Group’s report work has commenced on the development of a STEM 
Education Policy Statement.

- We have established an Implementation Advisory Group for the Digital Strategy for 
Schools 2015-2020. This Group comprises representation from the Department, industry, aca-
demic experts, practitioners/teachers and representatives from the tech voluntary sector.

- In January, I  announced an  investment of €30 m in ICT infrastructure grants for primary 
and post-primary schools. The investment marks the start of the implementation of the govern-
ment’s €210 Million Digital Strategy for Schools. The funding will support the development 
and implementation of an eLearning Plan for each school to embed ICT in teaching and learn-
ing.

04/04/2017WRU01350Skills Shortages

04/04/2017WRU01400295. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline his plans 
to address the crisis in the tourism and hospitality industry in respect of the supply and training 
of chefs and kitchen staff in view of the negative impact this is currently having on enterprises 
and tourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14416/17]

04/04/2017WRU01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
In 2015 the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGSFN) carried out a study on the future 
skills needs of the hospitality sector. The objective was to assess demand arising within the sec-
tor in Ireland including hotels, restaurants, bars, canteens and catering over the period to 2020. 
The aim was to ensure that there will be the right supply of skills to help drive domestic hospi-
tality sector business and employment growth. The report which was published in November 
2015, provides a clear and coherent framework for the development of talent in the hospitality 
sector in the years ahead to help drive both hospitality business and employment growth which 
is one the key goals of the Government’s Tourism Policy Statement – People, Place and Policy-
Growing Tourism to 2025.

The Study assesses skills demand at all NFQ levels, with a particular focus on career pro-
gression opportunities for those at lower skilled levels to help fill anticipated job openings. 
The report provides a set of recommendations designed to address the skills requirements of 
the sector over the period to 2020.  A key recommendation in the report was the need to set up 
a National Oversight and Advisory Group comprising all of the key hospitality stakeholders.

Following on this recommendation, the Hospitality Skills Oversight Group was established 
early last year.  Chaired by SOLAS for the first year, it has held eight meetings so far. Member-
ship of the Group includes the Restaurant Association of Ireland, the Irish Hotel Federation, 
Irish Hospitality Institute, Licensed Vintners Association, Vintners Federation of Ireland, Fáilte 
Ireland, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Department of Education and Skills, 
Department of Social Protection, Higher Education Authority, Skillnets, SOLAS, ETBs, IoTs, 
DIT and Quality and Qualifications Ireland.  The role of the Group is to monitor progress on 
the implementation of the recommendations of the EGFSN and to provide a forum for on-going 
collaboration in addressing the skills needs of the sector and to identify and progress actions to 
overcome barriers on its implementation.

The Group will publish a progress report later this year.  To date work has been undertaken 
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on careers promotion via a range of fora, the launch of the Tourism Insight online programme 
- aimed at promoting careers in tourism and hospitality with particular reference to transition 
year and Youthreach participants.  The NCCA has recently published a draft new specification 
for Junior Certificate Home Economics which has a strong emphasis on culinary skills and re-
tains the cookery examination component. Members of the group participated in a dedicated 
focus group with the NCCA on the new specification. Audits of both higher and further educa-
tion facilities and courses are underway. A Restaurant and Hospitality Skillnet has been estab-
lished which aims to address key skills requirements of restaurants and catering companies to 
help drive the domestic hospitality sector, employment growth, talent attraction and retention.  
Funded through the National Training Fund by my Department, the network plans to design 
tailored programmes covering all aspects of the restaurant, food and beverage industry to SMEs 
nationally with a particular focus on career progression for those at lower skilled levels to help 
fill anticipated job openings and increase retention levels within the sector and is well placed to 
address key recommendations of the EGFSN 2015 Report.

Earlier this year, I launched the Action Plan to expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship in 
Ireland 2016-2020, setting out how state agencies, education and training providers and em-
ployers will work together to deliver on the Programme for Government commitments on the 
expansion of apprenticeship and traineeship in the period to 2020. The Plan sets out how we 
will manage the pipeline of new apprenticeships already established through the first call for 
proposals in 2015 and also commits to a new call for apprenticeship proposals later this year, to 
provide for the needs of all sectors, including hospitality and tourism. Over the lifetime of the 
Action Plan, 50,000 people will be registered on apprenticeship and traineeship programmes 
representing a doubling of current activity. Work is progressing on the development of a new 
Commis Chef Apprenticeship led by the Irish Hotels Federation and the Restaurants Associa-
tion of Ireland working with Kerry Education and Training Board. It is planned that this pro-
gramme will commence later this year.  The Apprenticeship Council also recently approved 
development funding for a separate proposal to develop a Chef de Partie Apprenticeship.  The 
Apprenticeship Council will continue to work with the proposers of these new programmes to 
develop them into sustainable apprenticeships that can be delivered on a nationwide basis. The 
funding for planned and forecast expansion in 2017 will see an additional €20 million provided.

In 2015 a new Career Traineeship initiative was initiated by SOLAS in collaboration with 
the ETBs and enterprise to develop a more effective model of work-based learning, primar-
ily at NFQ levels 4 and 5, incorporating best national and international research and practice. 
Networks have been created to facilitate partnerships between ETBs and employers to identify 
training needs, design training programmes, recruit learners and deliver training on and off the 
job. The Career Traineeship model of work-based learning is currently being piloted with the 
hospitality and engineering sectors, with the involvement of seven ETBs.

Last year, over 8,000 higher education students undertook courses in this sector and provi-
sion was planned for over 6,700 beneficiaries within the further education and training sector.

The work of the EGFSN and the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit in SOLAS, par-
ticularly in the provision of forecasts for existing and future skills needs across various sectors 
including hospitality, will continue to support and inform the work of my Department on the 
overall implementation of the National Skills Strategy 2025 and the Action Plan for Education 
2016-2019 to ensure we plan and provide for Ireland’s skills requirements across all sectors.

04/04/2017WRU01550Programme for Government Review

04/04/2017WRU01600296. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report 
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on the programme for Government first year priorities in education and the role his Department 
played. [16455/17]

04/04/2017WRU01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Government published a Progress Report on the implementation of the Programme 
for Government last December.  A Second Report is close to finalisation and will be published 
by the Government shortly and an Annual Report will be published following the Government’s 
first year in office.

In addition, earlier this year, I published an end of year review on the Action Plan for Educa-
tion, which was launched in September 2016.  I also launched a new updated Action Plan for 
Education 2017 in February, which outlines hundreds of actions and sub-actions to be imple-
mented throughout the year.

The reports published to date outlined progress on the implementation of a range of commit-
ments in the Programme for Government and other actions arising, where my Department has 
played a lead role in their implementation.

These included:

- Publication of my Department’s Strategy Statement and Action Plan for Education

- An additional €458 m was provided in the Budget to fund an extensive programme of re-
cruitment in 2017.   An additional 2400 teaching posts will be provided and an additional 115 
SNA posts have also been provided from January 2017, bringing the total to 13015, an increase 
of 22% since 2011.

- The Access and Inclusion Model, which provides supports for children with a disability to 
access the ECCE programme, was introduced in June 2016 to allow parents and providers to 
plan for September enrolments. Funding of €15 m was provided in 2016 and full implementa-
tion is underway.

- Changes in the Budget include an additional teacher for all one-teacher island primary 
schools and capacity of one-teacher mainland schools to apply for an additional teacher in cer-
tain circumstances.

- An additional €36.5 m was allocated in the Budget for the higher and further education 
sector in 2017.

- The report of the Expert Group on Future Funding for Higher Education was published in 
July and has been referred to the Oireachtas Committee on Education and Skills.

- As outlined in the Budget, a consultation process in being initiated on the design and op-
eration of an Employer-Exchequer investment mechanism in relation to higher education to 
operate from 2018 onwards.

- An independent expert was engaged in July 2016 to review the obstacles to lone parents 
participating in and completing higher education.

- €2.7 m was announced in September for the Programme for Access to Higher Education 
Fund to support disadvantaged students under the National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher 
Education. Additional funding of €8.5 m announced as part of the Budget to support over 3,000 
students from disadvantaged groups to attend higher level education.

- The Student Assistance Fund Review was published in September 2016.  It reaffirmed 
that demand for student assistance remains strong and identifies future challenges.  The Fund 
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supports students from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds with ongoing needs for 
financial support.

- Springboard+ 2016 was launched in June 2016 and provided for 5,825 free higher educa-
tion courses across the country. Over 90% of the courses (excluding entrepreneurship courses) 
contain work placement elements.  An evaluation of the Springboard+ programme was pub-
lished in December 2016 showing that 80% of Springboard+ participants (2011 – 2015) are no 
longer on the live register.  Over 30,000 course places were filled on 1,349 courses since 2011 
and a further 5,825 place came on stream in autumn 2016.

- The Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2016 was published in July to provide families 
with fairer access to their local schools.

- The commencement in July 2016 of the Fitness to Teach provisions of the Teaching Coun-
cil Acts 2001-2015 means that for the first time any person will be able to make a complaint to 
the Teaching Council about a registered teacher.

- Looking at Our School 2016, a new quality framework for school self-evaluation was 
published in August 2016.

- The Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022 was launched in October 2016 setting out 
how Gaeltacht schools will be supported to provide high-quality, Irish-medium education.

- A network of nine Regional Skills Fora have been established to bring together employ-
ers and the further and higher education system to work together in building the skills needs of 
their regions.

- In November 2016, an additional 430 resource teachers were allocated to schools to sup-
port children with special needs.  This brings the total number of resource teachers for the 
2016/17 school year to 7,429 posts, an increase of 9% in twelve months.

- The DEIS Plan 2017 was published in February to tackle educational disadvantage by 
setting out new targets to, further improve literacy and numeracy, improve school completion 
rates, and improve progression to further and higher education.

- 825 schools are included under the DEIS programme for the 2016/17 school year.  An ad-
ditional 79 schools will be added to the programme from the 2017/18 school year.

- The patronage of 9 new post-primary schools was announced in November, 8 of which 
will be multi-denominational, to be established in 2017 and 2018.

- Applications are being sought for the patronage of 4 new primary schools, 3 of which are 
to be established in 2017 and 1 in 2018.

- On 30 January, I announced plans in relation to the accelerated provision of multi- and 
non-denominational schools under the new Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity process.

- The General Scheme of the Education (Parent and Student Charter) Bill 2016 was ap-
proved by Government in December.  The Bill will require school to publish and operate a 
Parent and Student Charter which will set out the principles that will guide how schools engage 
with parents and students.

- €30 m was paid to schools for the purchase of ICT equipment under the Digital Strategy 
for Schools 2015-2020.

- Funding provided to strengthen school leadership with additional deputy principal posts 
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for schools with enrolments of 700 students and over, totalling 170 posts.

- 4,600 coaching hours are being provided to 400 school leaders under a new coaching ser-
vice by the Centre for School Leadership that is being rolled out from January 2017.

- Mentors have been assigned to newly appointed to Post Primary Principals across the 
country and Leinster-based newly appointed Primary Principals.

- A new Post Graduate Programme in School Leadership has been announced for teachers 
aspiring to senior school leadership positions.  The first intake of students will be in September 
2017 and it will be open to approximately 200 participants annually.

- The Interim Review of the National Strategy: Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and 
Life (2011-2020) has been published showing significant improvements in reading and math-
ematics over the period.  New revised targets will be set for 2017-2020 to keep the focus on the 
areas that need attention.

- The latest OECD PISA results, show that in 2015, Ireland’s 15-year-olds are among the 
best in OECD countries in reading and are performing significantly higher than the OECD aver-
age in mathematics and science.

- The report of the STEM Education Review Group was launched in November 2016, with 
recommendations including the introduction of computer science, including coding, as a Leav-
ing Certificate subject.

- 44 projects have been selected to receive up to €2.8 m in funding to improve public under-
standing of science and technology, increase STEM uptake in education and improve diversity 
in STEM.

- 30 New School buildings have been completed and 20 large scale extensions/refurbish-
ments have also been completed.  This has provided an additional 15,290 additional permanent 
school places and 4746 replacement school places.

- Under the Additional Accommodation Scheme, 182 projects have been completed provid-
ing 6998 additional permanent school places.

- 197 projects were approved under the Summer Works Scheme for schools and 453 projects 
were approved under the Emergency Works Scheme.

- €28.5 m was announced in November under the Minor Works Grant for primary schools 
throughout the country.

- In October, the EIB agreed a €200 m investment loan which will support the construction, 
enlargement and modernisation of 71 schools over the next 4 years.

- Consultations with education partners in relation to the development of the new special 
education teaching allocation model and the implementation of aspects of EPSEN, in this con-
text, took place in January 2017. Ongoing consultation will continue with education partners.

- A new model for the allocation of special education teachers is being introduced for main-
stream schools with effect from September 2017. This model will allocate resources to schools 
based on the profiled need of schools and will allow schools to allocate resources to pupils 
based on their individual learning needs as opposed to being based primarily on a diagnosis 
of a particular disability. For the introduction of the new allocation model, schools will retain 
any teaching allocations previously received from the NCSE to support pupils with Down syn-
drome, for as long as those pupils stay in the school.
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- The Action Plan to Expand Apprenticeships and Traineeships in Ireland 2016 – 2020 was 
launched in January, aimed at delivering 50,000 apprenticeships and traineeship registrations 
by 2020.

- Two new apprenticeships were launched in 2016 with a further 13 new apprenticeships due 
to launch later in 2017.

- Secured almost 1,000 extra special needs assistants.

- Introduced a 15-22% increase in pay increase for newly qualified teachers.

- Started a process which will introduce coding at primary school level; announced that 
computer  science, including coding, would be offered as a full leaving cert subject.

- Published an International education strategy to bring the value of international education 
to €2.1 Billion by 2020.

04/04/2017WRU01750Housing Loans

04/04/2017WRU01800297. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will review the case of a person (details supplied); the action he will take 
with regard to this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16078/17]

04/04/2017WRU01900303. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will review a matter (details supplied); if there are planned changes to the 
legislation at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16051/17]

04/04/2017WRU02000304. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide clarification on a matter (details supplied) in view of the fact 
that first time buyer is not stated in the criteria for this funding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16052/17]

04/04/2017WRU02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 297, 303 and 304 together.

I refer to the reply to Question No. 245 of 14 February 2017, wherein I clarified that Regula-
tion 3 of the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2012 clearly states that the Regula-
tions apply to the provision of loan finance by housing authorities to first time buyers for the 
acquisition of houses or for the construction of new houses.  The Regulations are clear in this 
regard.  In addition, the housing loan scheme available to lower income first-time buyers from 
local authorities is subject to a rigorous credit policy that underpins the scheme and aims to 
ensure prudential lending.

I have no plans, at this time, to alter the Regulations in respect of their application to first 
time buyers only.  This is to ensure effective targeting of limited resources.

04/04/2017WRU02150Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

04/04/2017WRU02200298. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government to outline the protections in place to maintain water supply for persons living in 
rural areas on group water schemes who are in arrears in their payments; his plans to increase 
the subsidy to group water schemes in 2017-18; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[16261/17]

04/04/2017WRU02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has no management responsibility for group water schemes - that is 
entirely a matter for the members as owners of their scheme.

A group water scheme may apply to their local authority for payment of a subsidy towards 
the operational cost of providing a domestic drinking water supply (i.e. water supplied to pri-
vate households). My Department recoups local authorities in full for this payment.

Group water scheme members have a right to expect that their management complies with 
all of the conditions set by my Department for drawdown of subsidy. A group water scheme 
may qualify for a subsidy only if it has adopted a Charter of Rights and Responsibilities for 
Consumers on group water schemes. A copy of the Charter is available from the National Fed-
eration of Group Water Schemes at the following link:

www.nfgws.ie/kfmgetfull/fckeditor/File/Charter%20of%20Rights%20(revised%202010).
pdf.

My Department’s conditions (explanatory memorandum) may be obtained from the rel-
evant local authority or on my Department’s website at the following link:

www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-services/rural-water-programme/group-water-schemes-
and-rural-water-issues.

As committed to under the ‘Confidence and Supply Arrangement’ agreed in the context of 
facilitating a minority government, the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2016 provided for the 
suspension of domestic public water charges for a period of nine months from 1 July 2016. This 
period of suspension of charges is to allow for an extensive deliberation process to be under-
taken on the future funding model for domestic public water and waste water services.

Other water elements contained in the Arrangement include the restoration of subsidies to 
group water schemes to pre-2015 levels for the suspension period. In August 2016 my Depart-
ment wrote to local authorities advising them of the restoration of subsidies to group water 
schemes to the pre-2015 levels for the duration of the suspension period.

The suspension period may be extended by me as Minister where it is the case that such an 
extension is warranted to facilitate the completion of the deliberative processes. I have recently 
signed an Order which provides for the extension of the suspension for a period of four months 
to 31 July 2017. My Department will shortly be writing to local authorities advising them that 
subsidies will be maintained at the pre-2015 levels for the duration of the extension period.

My Department will give further consideration to the subsidies available for the operation 
of group water schemes in light of the Oireachtas decision on the enduring funding model for 
public domestic water services.

04/04/2017WRU02350Valuation Office

04/04/2017WRU02400299. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government to set out the amount by which the annual rate of valuation will have to be 
reduced by in each local authority as advised by the Valuation Office in circumstances in which 
initial revaluations have been undertaken by the Valuation Office in order for the revaluations 
to be revenue neutral in comparison with the revenue take in 2016. [16331/17]
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04/04/2017WRU02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015. The 
Commissioner for Valuation has sole responsibility for all valuation matters except appeals 
of valuation procedures set out under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 which come under the 
remit of an independent Valuation Tribunal. The Valuation Acts come under the aegis of my 
colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality.

Under Part 5 of the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015, the Commissioner of Valuation is con-
ducting a revaluation of all commercial and industrial properties throughout the State. To date, 
revaluations have been completed in South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council, 
Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, Dublin City Council, Waterford City and County 
Council and Limerick City and County Council. I understand that revaluations in 10 local au-
thorities, including Carlow, Kildare, Kilkenny, Leitrim, Longford, Offaly, Roscommon, Sligo, 
South Dublin and Westmeath County Councils are due to be completed this year with valua-
tions to take effect for rates purposes for 2018.

It is not the purpose of a revaluation to increase or decrease the total amount of commer-
cial rates collected by local authorities but rather to ensure that the valuations used for rating 
purposes are up-to-date and reflect current market conditions. Section 56 of the Valuation Acts 
2001 to 2015, as amended by section 8 of the Local Government (Business Improvement Dis-
tricts) Act 2006, provides that I, as Minister, can make an order directing a rating authority to 
limit the overall amount of income it could raise through rates in the year following a revalua-
tion to the total amount of rates liable to be paid to it in the previous year, adjusted for inflation. 
Rate limitation orders have been made in each of the local authorities that have undergone a 
revaluation to date and I will be making further orders later this year in respect of the rating 
authorities currently undergoing revaluations. It is not possible to determine the quantum of the 
change to the ARV in each of the relevant local authorities in advance of the completion of the 
revaluation process, which I am informed will be later this year.

       Question No. 300 withdrawn. 

04/04/2017WRV00300Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme Funding

04/04/2017WRV00400301. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if national lottery funding is available at present through his Department to 
support the work of community groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant 
assistance; the details of same; the funding available through his Department that a local group 
(details supplied) can make an application for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16662/17]

04/04/2017WRV00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP), which is 
part-funded by the National Lottery, was rolled out on 1 April 2015, following a public pro-
curement process.  SICAP’s aim is to reduce poverty, promote social inclusion and equality 
through local, regional and national engagement and collaboration. SICAP is a key priority of 
Government and its vision is to improve the life chances and opportunities of those who are 
marginalised in society, living in poverty or in unemployment through community development 
approaches, targeted supports and inter-agency collaboration, where the values of equality and 
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inclusion are promoted and human rights are respected. 

While SICAP provides supports to disadvantaged communities, funding is  allocated to Pro-
gramme Implementers based on the terms and conditions of the SICAP contract.  The particu-
lar case (the provision of  two electric delivery vans) would not be eligible for SICAP, which 
relates to current funding only.  

My Department also has responsibility for the Communities Facilities Scheme which was 
officially launched on 10 March 2017.  The Scheme is targeted at disadvantaged urban and 
rural areas, but not exclusively so, and will fund projects that seek to enhance communities, 
address disadvantage and improve social cohesion at a local level.  The total scheme allocation 
is €2 million for 2017 with each Local Authority getting an allocation of €64,500.  The funding 
relates to capital projects only.

The Scheme is being administered by the Local Community Development Committees 
(LCDCs) under the remit of the Local Authorities on behalf of my Department.  The Scheme 
will include capital funding for projects falling under the following (non-exhaustive list) of 
areas:

-  Development/renovation of community centres

-  Community amenities

-  Youth clubs

-  Sports/recreation facilities

-  Improvements to town parks and common areas and spaces.

In line with the ethos of the Scheme, applications for funding for projects targeting the fol-
lowing (non-exhaustive) indicative list of groups or issues should receive priority:

-  Youth

-  Older people

-  Immigrants

-  Refugees

-  Ex-prisoners and families of prisoners/ex-prisoners

-  Projects promoting cultural activity

-  Projects promoting equality

-  Community Development projects

-  Projects promoting Integration

-  Projects under the Creative Ireland 2017-2022 initiative.

Further details, including contact details for each LCDC, can be found on my Department’s 
website, at the following link:

www.housing.gov.ie/community/local-and-community-development/communities-facili-
ties-scheme  .
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04/04/2017WRV00600Land Ownership

04/04/2017WRV00700302. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the details of the ownership of land (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16039/17]

04/04/2017WRV00800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): As I previously indicated in the reply to Question No. 249 of 21 June 2016, the area 
in question appears to be reclaimed foreshore and all of Ireland’s foreshore is considered to be 
owned by the State, unless valid alternative title is provided. 

Correspondence from Solicitors for the persons named, replying to a letter from my Depart-
ment that issued in May 2016, was received on 27 March 2017.  My Department will respond 
directly to that correspondence in the very near future again seeking details on how the area 
came to be reclaimed.

  Questions Nos. 303 and 304 answered with question No. 297.

04/04/2017WRV01000Freedom of Information Remit

04/04/2017WRV01100305. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if business improvement districts established under the Local Government 
(Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 will be brought in under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Acts in the interest of openness, accountability and transparency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16063/17]

04/04/2017WRV01200308. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if business improvement districts established under the Local Government 
(Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 will be brought in under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Acts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16081/17]

04/04/2017WRV01300329. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if business improvement districts established under the Local Government 
(Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 will be brought in under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Acts in the interest of openness, accountability and transparency. [16577/17]

04/04/2017WRV01400332. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if business improvement districts established under the Local Govern-
ment (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 will be brought in under the Freedom of In-
formation Acts in the interest of openness, accountability and transparency; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16663/17]

04/04/2017WRV01500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 305, 308, 329 and 332 together.

I refer to the reply to Question No 166 of 30 March 2017.  The position is unchanged.

04/04/2017WRV01600Local Authority Housing

04/04/2017WRV01700306. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when phase 2 of the insulation programme for Dublin city council tenants 
will be announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16065/17]
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04/04/2017WRV01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): With the support of my Department, local authorities are currently undertaking 
an ambitious programme of insulation retrofitting on the least energy efficient social housing 
homes.  

The programme has two components:

-   Phase 1 of the programme commenced in June 2013, with the aim of eventually ensuring 
that the entire social housing stock will have, as a minimum, wall insulation and attic insulation 
(300mm).  To this end, the programme was initially targeted at the less intrusive cavity wall in-
sulation, as well as attic insulation.

-  Phase 2 of the programme will focus on the fabric upgrade works to those remaining 
dwellings with solid/hollow block wall construction.  Two local authorities, namely Fingal and 
Westmeath County Councils, have completed Phase 2 pilot projects, while other local authori-
ties including Cork & Dublin City Councils have already begun Phase 2 works. 

It is proposed to roll out Phase 2 of the programme to all local authorities in 2017.  It should 
be noted that funding of some €107 million has already been provided from 2013 to 2016 to 
improve energy efficiency and comfort levels in over 57,000 local authority homes. 

04/04/2017WRV01900Local Authority Services

04/04/2017WRV02000307. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he is satisfied with the operation of the business improvement district 
initiatives to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16067/17]

04/04/2017WRV02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 provided for the 
establishment of Business Improvement Districts within the functional areas of local authori-
ties.

A Business Improvement District (BID) scheme is an organisational and financing mecha-
nism with a legal basis, through which businesses can, on a self-help basis, develop and imple-
ment initiatives in defined areas to improve those areas for the betterment of the trading environ-
ment in which they operate.  In a BID, a group of businesses are empowered, where a majority 
of those businesses agree, to raise a special levy payable by all the businesses in the defined area 
to pay for complementary local services and improvements, within that defined area.

The establishment of a business improvement district scheme in an individual area is a mat-
ter for the relevant local authority.  I have no plans to amend the legislation in relation to BIDS 
but I will arrange for the operation of the initiative to be considered in the context of a possible 
broader engagement with ratepayers which is currently under consideration.

  Question No. 308 answered with Question No. 305.

04/04/2017WRV02300Departmental Investigations

04/04/2017WRV02400309. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when the report of the panel established to investigate the problems that 
have emerged in concrete block work in dwellings in counties Donegal and Mayo will be pub-
lished; if he is considering establishing a redress scheme for property owners affected; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [16105/17]

04/04/2017WRV02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government  (Deputy Damien English): An expert panel on concrete blocks was established 
by my Department in April 2016 to investigate the problems that have emerged in the concrete 
blockwork of certain dwellings in Donegal and Mayo.  The panel have the following terms of 
reference:

(i)  To identify, insofar as it is possible, the numbers of private dwellings which appear to be 
affected by defects in the blockwork in the Counties of Donegal and Mayo;

(ii)  To carry out a desktop study, which would include a consultation process with affected 
homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building profes-
sionals, testing laboratories, industry stakeholders and other relevant parties, to establish the 
nature of the problem in the affected dwellings;

(iii)  To outline a range of technical options for remediation and the means by which those 
technical options could be applied; and

(iv)  To submit a report within six months.

The expert panel on concrete blocks met on twelve occasions since it was first established 
and a similar number of meetings have taken place with key stakeholders, including affected 
homeowners, the elected members of Donegal and Mayo County Councils, local authority of-
ficials, industry bodies, academics, public representatives and other interested parties.  A sub-
stantial volume of information has been provided by affected homeowners in both counties, as 
well as from Donegal and Mayo County Councils; additional information was also provided 
through the consultation process.

The panel has now concluded its meetings and is in the process of finalising its draft re-
port which is undergoing legal proofing, which I anticipate will be completed shortly.  In this 
regard, I will await the outcome of the panel’s report before considering what further actions 
may be required to assist the parties directly involved in reaching a satisfactory resolution to the 
problems that have emerged in the two counties.

04/04/2017WRV02600Commercial Rates

04/04/2017WRV02700310. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if local authorities will be requested to suspend all further charges, that is, 
levy for street furniture and billboards, in lieu of bringing proposals to Cabinet for the review 
of commercial rates. [16132/17]

04/04/2017WRV02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation pursuant to the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  
The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  The 
principle of local authorities levying rates based on an independent valuation is well established 
and I have no plans to change this.  However, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is 
spread over a number of enactments, some dating back to the 19th century.  I have asked my De-
partment to develop proposals for the preparation of a Rates Bill to modernise and consolidate 
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the legislation in this area.  I will be bringing proposals to Government on this matter shortly.

Other charges levied by local authorities are not affected by these proposals. 

04/04/2017WRV02900Planning Issues

04/04/2017WRV03000311. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will consider a revision of planning laws to shorten or restrict the time 
allowed for unfinished building sites that are not being actively worked on in view of the dis-
ruption and unsightliness that this can bring to an area; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16133/17]

04/04/2017WRV03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have no proposals to make substantive changes to current legislation relating to 
the duration of planning permissions, which  provides for a limit of 5 years on the duration of 
a planning permission, unless otherwise specified in the permission, and for extension of the 
duration of a planning permission in certain circumstances.

The majority of unfinished developments that are currently inactive are experiencing legal 
issues involving a number of stakeholders, such as the developer, receiver and financial institu-
tions.  Planning authorities have initiated 123 enforcement proceedings on ‘unfinished’ devel-
opments within the last year and the recently published annual progress report on unfinished 
housing developments shows that there has been an 85% decrease in the number of unfinished 
developments since 2010, with 248 developments resolved in 2016 alone and 420 develop-
ments remaining to be finalised.  The report is available on my Department’s website at the 
following link: Resolving Unfinished Housing Developments - 2016 Annual Progress Report.

It is intended to explore all options with the relevant stakeholders in progressing the resolu-
tion of unfinished developments, such as developer/funder-led resolution and investigation into 
options for strategic acquisition.  In this connection and in line with Action 5.13 of the Govern-
ment’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, published in July 2016, 
my Department intends to engage with relevant local authorities and the Housing Agency for 
the purpose of targeting opportunities in relation to the acquisition of vacant or nearly complete 
units in appropriate developments for social housing purposes.

04/04/2017WRV03200Local Authority Housing Rents

04/04/2017WRV03300312. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the status of the nationwide harmonisation of rents for local authority tenants; 
the studies that his Department has conducted on this; his plans in this regard; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16140/17]

04/04/2017WRV03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Considerable work has been carried out by my Department over recent years in 
developing a draft framework for a harmonisation of the approach to be taken by local authori-
ties in regard to various aspects of rent schemes.  This includes providing for a common set of 
income disregards to be applied by all housing authorities in determining a household’s assess-
able income for rent calculation purposes. 

These proposals are now being examined further in the light of the broader commitment 
given in  the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness to review the 
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disparate systems of differential rents for social housing in place across local authorities.  The 
objective is to ensure that housing supports are fair and sustainable, prioritise those on lowest 
incomes and avoid creating social welfare traps that may prevent people from either returning 
to work or to the private housing market.

I expect this review to be completed by the end of Quarter 2 2017.

04/04/2017WRW00200Mortgage to Rent Scheme

04/04/2017WRW00300313. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on the recently published report following the review of the mort-
gage to rent scheme for borrowers of commercial private lending institutions, which sets out the 
percentage of MTR completed cases by lender up to December 2016; the percentage of MTR 
cases in the pipeline, by lender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16162/17]

04/04/2017WRW00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Housing Agency publishes statistical information on the operation of the Mort-
gage to Rent (MTR) scheme, including the number of both active and completed cases by 
lender, on its website on a quarterly basis at the following web link:

www.housingagency.ie/Our-Services/Housing-Supply-Services/Mortgage-to-Rent.aspx.

The statistics for Q1 2017 will be published on the Housing Agency’s website later this 
week.  In the meantime, I can advise that to the end of Q1 2017, a total of 3,672 cases have been 
submitted under the MTR scheme.  Of these, 2,816 were ineligible or terminated during the 
process, 235 have been completed and 621 applications are being actively progressed.

I published the Review of the Mortgage to Rent Scheme for borrowers of commercial pri-
vate lending institutions on 8 February 2017.  The Review represents the completion of an early 
action in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.  The Review has 
explored the avenues and impediments to participation in the scheme and recommends a num-
ber of actions to make the scheme work better for borrowers.  Key actions include:

-  Lenders will be required to formally communicate with borrowers as to why they are not 
suitable for the scheme. 

-  The property price threshold for a house in Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath 
and Wicklow is being increased to €365,000 (from €350,000), while the threshold for an apart-
ment/townhouse in these areas is being increased to €310,000 (from €300,000).  For the rest of 
the country, the threshold for a house is being increased to €280,000 (from €250,000) and for 
an apartment/townhouse to €210,000 (from €190,000). 

-  Flexibility will be provided in relation to the size of properties which qualify for the 
scheme.  In practical terms, this means that an assessment of the property size suitable to a par-
ticular household will allow for a maximum of two additional bedrooms in the property above 
the actual needs of the household, with the property still being considered eligible. 

-  There are a number of actions to improve knowledge and understanding of the scheme.  A 
range of state agencies will be facilitated to assist and guide borrowers who could benefit from 
the scheme.  A Step by Step Guide for Borrowers will be produced alongside a range of other 
targeted information supports. 

Implementation of the actions has already begun with changes to the scheme’s eligibility 
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criteria and some other process changes effective from 27 March 2017.  I am confident that the 
implementation of the actions put forward in the Review will make the MTR process quicker, 
more transparent, easier to navigate for borrowers and, ultimately, more accessible to more 
households in mortgages distress.

In addition, the Review concludes that the current financial model of the scheme may not be 
capable of delivering the scale of successful cases that could benefit from the scheme over time.  
Currently, the MTR scheme relies on AHBs to purchase from lenders properties that have been 
voluntarily surrendered by eligible borrowers.  A number of private equity firms have expressed 
an interest in purchasing mortgage debt portfolios from commercial banks with a view to ex-
ploring the potential for them to access the MTR scheme model for the borrowers in occupation 
of the mortgaged property.  They are seeking an alternative arrangement that would see the 
mortgaged property staying in the funding firm’s ownership and the property itself leased back 
to the local authority in circumstances where the borrower is eligible for MTR and the borrower 
would therefore remain in their own home.  

One of the outcomes of the Review is that in order to test the operability of alternative 
funding models for the scheme, the Housing Agency will work with a number of financial enti-
ties who have come forward with an interest in working with the MTR scheme to progress a 
number of pilot alternative lease arrangements.  In advance of these pilots, a targeted marketing 
exercise is currently being carried out by the National Development Finance Agency, on behalf 
of my Department, to test the suitability of the leasing arrangements to ascertain if they would 
be viable for a mortgage to rent cohort.  These pilot projects are in a developmental stage and 
so the detailed contractual and lease arrangements have yet to be agreed and my Department is 
working with the Housing Agency in this regard.

A detailed financial assessment of the structure of the funding of the MTR scheme will be 
undertaken in advance of the budgetary process for 2018.  The assessment will be informed 
by the early impact of the other actions proposed by the Review, as well as the outcome of the 
experience with the pilot lease arrangements, and the availability of financial resources overall.

04/04/2017WRW00500Local Authority Housing Maintenance

04/04/2017WRW00600314. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of dwellings owned by local authorities that have been ret-
rofitted in the past three years and proposed retrofitting to be carried out in 2017 by year and 
local authority in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16171/17]

04/04/2017WRW00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are currently undertaking an ambitious programme of insulation 
retrofitting, with the support of my Department, on the least energy efficient social homes. 
Funding of some €107 million has been provided from 2013 to end-2016 to improve energy ef-
ficiency and comfort levels in excess of 58,000 local authority homes, benefitting those at risk 
of fuel poverty and making a significant contribution to Ireland’s carbon emissions reduction 
targets and energy reduction targets for 2020.  A breakdown by local authority is set out in the 
following table.

The insulation retrofitting programme is being implemented in a number of phases: Phase 
1 commenced in 2013 and is focused on providing attic/roof insulation and the less intrusive 
cavity wall insulation in all relevant properties while Phase 2 of the programme, which has 
been piloted in both Fingal and Westmeath County Councils, will focus on the external fabric 
upgrade of those social housing units with solid/hollow block wall construction.  Phase 2 will 
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be formally rolled out to all local authorities this year.

Based on the most recent information from local authorities, it is estimated that there are in 
the region of 23,000 and 28,000 homes requiring Phase 1 and 2 works respectively.  My De-
partment will shortly be asking local authorities to submit details of their work proposals and 
related funding requirements for this Programme in 2017.

Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme – Units 2013 - 2016

Local Au-
thority

2013 2014 2015 2016 Total units 
2013 to 
2016 

Total Funding 
2013 to 2016 

Carlow 179 262 290 53 784 1,553,299
Cavan 180 525 598 302 1,605 2,295,176
Clare 366 333 298 175 1,172 1,913,604
Cork City 397 950 2329 2128 5,804 10,947,267
Cork 
County 

510 819 1181 1622 4,132 6,556,945

Donegal 235 526 453 380 1,594 2,814,965
Dublin 
City 

449 3303 2469 496 6,717 12,874,571

Dun 
Laoghaire/
Rathdown

757 1058 369 75 2,259 4,501,339

Fingal 2,135 146 326 207 2,814 7,692,163
Galway 
City 

167 319 383 874 1,743 3,941,294

Galway 
County

802 325 290 461 1,878 2,551,883

Kerry 69 538 441 108 1,156 1,659,067
Kildare 201 694 311 468 1,674 3,823,518
Kilkenny 415 212 260 21 908 1,737,268
Laois 333 512 402 51 1,298 1,870,825
Leitrim 146 164 550 158 1,018 994,850
Limerick 
City *

245

Limerick 
County

104 545 41 0 935 1,830,800

Longford 521 227 142 0 890 1,840,080
Louth 194 430 502 761 1,887 2,653,797
Mayo 193 131 216 131 671 1,686,940
Meath 185 405 577 526 1,693 3,273,924
Monaghan 213 240 336 0 789 1,079,869
Offaly 269 217 694 287 1,467 1,453,567
Roscom-
mon 

90 422 202 107 821 921,132

Sligo 189 265 624 280 1,358 1,576,892
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Local Au-
thority

2013 2014 2015 2016 Total units 
2013 to 
2016 

Total Funding 
2013 to 2016 

South 
Dublin 

223 601 390 346 1,560 3,936,554

Tipperary 
North *

898

Tipperary 
South 

322 689 0 223 2,132 4,674,147

Waterford 
City *

68

Waterford 
County

286 636 605 0 1,595 3,537,177

Westmeath 753 968 200 131 2,052 3,292,532
Wexford 757 1263 298 59 2,377 2,655,047
Wicklow 256 285 225 873 1,639 4,971,576
TOTAL * 13,107 18,010 16,002 11,303 58,422 107,112,069
* (Figures include Phase 1, some Phase 2 (2015/2016) & special projects outside Phase 1/2)

04/04/2017WRW00800Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

04/04/2017WRW00900315. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the outcome to persons’ status on the social housing list as a consequence of 
taking up the housing assistant payment scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16169/17]

04/04/2017WRW01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Following the commencement of the provisions in the Housing (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2014, Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is considered to be a social housing sup-
port and consequently households are not eligible to remain on the main housing waiting list. 

Acknowledging that households on the waiting list who avail of HAP might have expecta-
tions that they would receive an allocated form of social housing support, Ministerial Directions 
issued during the pilot phase of the scheme to ensure that, should they so choose, HAP tenants 
could avail of a move to other forms of social housing support through a transfer list.  With the 
completion of the HAP roll-out and the ending of the scheme’s pilot phase, I recently signed a 
Ministerial Direction, instructing local authorities to continue to offer HAP tenants access to 
other forms of social housing through the transfer list.  This refreshed direction ensures that fol-
lowing completion of the HAP pilot phase, HAP tenants still get all the benefits of HAP and are 
no less likely to get a different form of social housing support.

The practical operation of transfer lists is a matter for each local authority to manage, on the 
basis of their scheme of letting priorities.  The setting of such schemes is a reserved function of 
the local authority and as such is a matter for the elected members.  I understand that the major-
ity of HAP households do avail of the option to be placed on a transfer list. Since its statutory 
commencement in September 2014, some 240 households (at the end of December 2016) had 
transferred from the HAP scheme to other forms of social housing support.

The information on the dedicated HAP website, www.hap.ie  , reflects the legislation and 
states that any HAP tenant who wants to access other social housing supports, may do so through 
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the transfer system as operated by their respective local authority.

04/04/2017WRW01100Local Authority Rates

04/04/2017WRW01200316. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide a value for money report to businesses affected by 
Revaluation 2017; his views on whether business paying more will benefit substantially in the 
increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16188/17]

04/04/2017WRW01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  The 
Commissioner for Valuation has sole responsibility for all valuation matters except appeals 
of valuation procedures set out under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 which come under the 
remit of an independent Valuation Tribunal.  The Valuation Acts come under the aegis of my 
colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality.

Under Part 5 of the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015, the Commissioner of Valuation is con-
ducting a revaluation of all commercial and industrial properties throughout the State.  To date, 
revaluations have been completed in South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council, 
Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, Dublin City Council, Waterford City and County 
Council and Limerick City and County Council.  I understand that revaluations in 10 local au-
thorities, including Carlow, Kildare, Kilkenny, Leitrim, Longford, Offaly, Roscommon, Sligo, 
South Dublin and Westmeath County Councils are due to be completed this year with valua-
tions to take effect for rates purposes for 2018.

I am aware of recent media reports that certain business owners have stated that they will 
face higher rates bills. However, it is not the purpose of a revaluation to increase or decrease 
the total amount of commercial rates collected by local authorities but rather to ensure that the 
valuations used for rating purposes are up-to-date and reflect current market conditions.  With 
this in mind, it is possible that some ratepayers may see the rateable valuation of their properties 
increase while other ratepayers may see the rateable valuation of their properties decrease.  Sec-
tion 56 of the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015, as amended by section 8 of the Local Government 
(Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006, provides that I, as Minister, can make an order 
directing a rating authority to limit the overall amount of income it could raise through rates in 
the year following a revaluation to the total amount of rates liable to be paid to it in the previous 
year, adjusted for inflation.  Rate limitation orders have been made in each of the local authori-
ties that have undergone a revaluation to date and I will be making further orders later this year 
in respect of the rating authorities currently undergoing revaluations.

Independent oversight of the local government sector is provided by the National Oversight 
and Audit Commission (NOAC), which was established in July 2014 under the Local Govern-
ment Reform Act.  Its functions are wide ranging, involving the scrutiny of performance gener-
ally and financial performance specifically, supporting best practice, overseeing implementa-
tion of national local government policy and public service reform by local government bodies.

04/04/2017WRW01400RAPID Programme

04/04/2017WRW01500317. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the level of RAPID programme funding on annual basis over the 
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2010 to 2016 period in tabular form; the allocation for 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16219/17]

04/04/2017WRW01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Revitalising Areas by Planning, Investment and Development (RAPID) Pro-
gramme was launched in February 2001.  It was a focused Government initiative targeting State 
resources at 51 of the most disadvantaged urban areas in the Country.  

The Programme was aimed at improving the quality of life and the opportunities available 
to residents of the most disadvantaged communities in Irish cities and towns.  It aimed, in a 
focused and practical way, to reduce the deprivation faced by residents of disadvantaged com-
munities.  

The RAPID leverage schemes were initiated in 2004, by the then Department of Commu-
nity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, in order to support small-scale projects identified locally by 
the Area Implementation Teams in each of the RAPID areas.  These schemes, which related to 
capital projects, were co-funded by the relevant agencies and funded projects that focused on 
estate enhancement, graffiti clean-up, traffic calming, CCTV, health and sports facilities, and 
the provision of playgrounds. 

The table below sets out the leverage funding available through my Department. It does not 
include any leverage funding amounts available through other Departments or Agencies.

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
€000s €000s €000s €000s €000s €000s €000s
6,067 2,269 3,062 261 170 317 32
With effect from 2012, the RAPID Leverage schemes were closed to all new applications 

and the Programme effectively ceased to operate.

The Programme for a Partnership Government gave a commitment to reactivating the RAP-
ID Programme in 2017.  It is anticipated that the re-cast RAPID Programme will roll out in the 
near future.  The total allocation for the RAPID Programme in Budget 2017 is €5 million, which 
includes an allocation for existing commitments under the previous RAPID Programme.  The 
logistical and other arrangements for the recast Programme are currently under consideration 
in my Department.

04/04/2017WRW01700Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

04/04/2017WRW01800318. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason no projects in counties Sligo and Leitrim were approved under 
the local infrastructure housing activation fund; his plans for projects in counties Sligo and 
Leitrim to be approved and funded in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16255/17]

04/04/2017WRW01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The aim of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is to relieve 
critical infrastructural blockages in order to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key 
development sites in urban areas with high demand for housing.  

A call for proposals was issued to all local authorities in August 2016.  It was open to all 
local authorities to apply for funding towards the capital cost of the public infrastructure, which 
when provided, would secure the early delivery of additional affordable housing at considerable 
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scale, with developments in excess of 500 units in the Dublin area, or in excess of 200 units in 
areas outside Dublin. 

Twenty-one local authorities submitted a total of 74 proposals in October 2016.  No propos-
als were submitted by Sligo County Council or Leitrim County Council.  It is likely that those 
authorities which did not choose to submit proposals may not have had enabling infrastructure 
projects that would have met the criteria for funding, such as the scope of proposals that would 
deliver housing developments at the scale of at least 200 units within the timeframe specified 
in the call for proposals. 

On 28 March 2017, I announced funding for 34 projects under LIHAF. The cost of these 
projects is €226.46 million, of which €169.65 million would be funded under LIHAF with local 
authorities funding the remaining €56.81 million.  These public infrastructure projects will be 
key to the delivery of 23,000 housing units over the next four years, with a longer term projec-
tion of up to 70,000 units as the selected sites are fully built out.

04/04/2017WRW02000Local Authority Rates

04/04/2017WRW02100319. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of local authorities that operate a long-term vacant property incen-
tive scheme for commercial rates; and if his Department encourages local authorities to operate 
such schemes. [16313/17]

04/04/2017WRW02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on the occupiers of 
rateable property in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by the 
independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015. 

The legislation governing commercial rates does not address incentives for long-term va-
cant properties.  Legislative provision is made for the refund of rates paid on vacant commercial 
properties in certain circumstances.  The Local Government Act 1946 provides that where a 
property is unoccupied on the date of the making of the rate, the owner becomes liable for rates.  
However, the owner is entitled to a refund if the property is vacant for specified purposes, these 
being if the premises are unoccupied for the purpose of additions, alterations or repairs; where 
the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a suitable tenant at a reasonable rent; and where the 
premises are vacant pending redevelopment.  The collection of rates and the determination of 
eligibility for a refund in this context are matters for each individual local authority.

The Local Government Act 1946 provided that the owner was entitled to a 100% refund in 
most local authority areas.  Separate legislation governed refunds in the cities of Dublin, Lim-
erick and Cork, where the same criteria for refunds applied but only 50% of the rates paid were 
refundable.

With effect from 1 June 2014, when the relevant provision commenced, the Local Govern-
ment Reform Act 2014 gives discretion to the elected members of individual local authorities to 
vary the level of rates refunds that apply in individual local electoral areas within the authority’s 
administrative area. The Local Government (Financial and Audit Procedures) Regulations 2014 
provide that the decision to alter the rate of refund should be taken at the annual budget meeting 
and that the rate of refund decided in respect of the relevant local electoral area shall apply to 
eligible persons for the year to which the budget relates.  The absence of a decision to vary the 
refund means that the existing legislative provisions regarding the rate of refunds apply (either 
100% or 50% as set out above).
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04/04/2017WRW02300Action Plan for Rural Development

04/04/2017WRW02400320. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the commercial rate alleviation schemes currently being considered by his 
Department as part of the Action Plan for Rural Development. [16316/17]

04/04/2017WRW02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  
However, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is spread over a number of enactments, 
some dating back to the 19th century.  Many of the provisions are outdated and not suitable 
for business trends in the modern era.  I have asked my Department to develop proposals for a 
consolidated Rates Bill to modernise and consolidate the legislation in this area.  Among the 
measures being considered for inclusion in the General Scheme of the Bill are provisions to 
allow a local authority to introduce rates alleviation schemes, which would include schemes to 
support the implementation of Realising Our Rural Potential:  The Action Plan for Rural Devel-
opment.  I hope to bring proposals in this regard to Government shortly.

04/04/2017WRW02600Local Authority Rates

04/04/2017WRW02700321. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the commercial rate waivers and or rate alleviation schemes that are used in 
each local authority to date in tabular form. [16317/17]

04/04/2017WRW02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  The 
Commissioner for Valuation has responsibility for valuation matters.  The levying and collec-
tion of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

Under the provisions of the Local Government (Rates) Act 1970, a rating authority may 
make and carry out a scheme, providing for the waiver by the authority of all or a portion of 
commercial rates due by ratepayers in respect of a specified class or classes of property.  The 
making of such a scheme is subject to my consent as Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government. No rate waiver schemes have been consented to in respect of 
commercial property. 

Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  Howev-
er, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is spread over a number of enactments, some dat-
ing back to the 19th century.  Many of the provisions are outdated and not suitable for business 
trends in the modern era.  I have asked my Department to develop proposals for a consolidated 
Rates Bill to modernise and consolidate the legislation in this area.  Among the measures being 
considered for inclusion in the General Scheme of the Bill are provisions to allow a local au-
thority to introduce rates alleviation schemes to support local and national policy objectives.  I 
hope to bring proposals in this regard to Government shortly.

04/04/2017WRW02900Local Authority Rates

04/04/2017WRW03000322. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of local authorities that allow and do not allow respectively, busi-
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nesses to pay their rates by monthly direct debit. [16318/17]

04/04/2017WRW03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes, in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  The 
levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.  My Department 
does not have information in respect of the number of local authorities that allow businesses to 
pay rates by monthly direct debit.

04/04/2017WRW03200Shared Ownership Scheme

04/04/2017WRW03300323. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of persons nationally who have availed of the county coun-
cil shared ownership loans to date in 2017 to purchase their house by county in tabular form; 
the number of those persons who have moved over to the county council annuity loan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16338/17]

04/04/2017WRW03400324. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will consider providing financial advice to persons who are being 
asked to switch from a county council shared ownership loan to an annuity loan to assist them 
in working out which is the best option for them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16346/17]

04/04/2017WRW03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 323 and 324 together.

The Government announced the standing down of all affordable housing schemes, includ-
ing the Shared Ownership Scheme, in 2011, given the changes in the property and lending mar-
kets.  There are no plans at this time to develop a new Shared Ownership (SO) scheme.  From 
1991 to 2010, a total of 16,492 loans were issued under the scheme, of which 3,777 remained 
at the end of Q3 2016.  The attached table gives a breakdown of outstanding SO loans by local 
authority at the end of Q3 2016.

My Department, together with the Housing Agency, the Housing Finance Agency and local 
authorities, considered the affordability issues facing some borrowers who purchased proper-
ties under the SO schemes and devised a more affordable long-term path towards full home 
ownership.  A new restructuring option has been available to SO borrowers since 1 April 2016, 
which involves rolling-up all outstanding debt into a single annuity loan.  The feasibility of this 
new option for each SO borrower will be determined by their local authority, and may not be 
appropriate in all cases.  For example, in some instances, continuing with the current SO ar-
rangement may be the best option for both the SO borrower and the local authority, or in other 
cases where the outstanding debt may not be sustainable for the borrower in the long-term, the 
Local Authority Mortgage to Rent (LAMTR) option might ultimately be the appropriate solu-
tion.  There is no obligation on any SO borrower to restructure their loan arrangement.

My Department does not currently hold information on the number of SO loans where all 
outstanding debt has been converted into a single annuity loan under the new restructuring 
option.  As the new restructuring option has now been in place for twelve months, my Depart-
ment is in the process of engaging with local authorities on their experience to date in offer-
ing the option to borrowers, where appropriate.

Local authorities in implementing the restructuring option will direct SO borrowers to seek 
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financial and legal advice prior to accepting any offer of a restructuring option.  SO borrowers 
will be advised by their local authority, in the first instance, to contact the Money Advice and 
Budgeting Service (MABS) to seek free financial and legal advice.  The new Abhaile Service, 
accessed via MABS, can also assist SO borrowers who are in arrears to access free independent 
expert financial and legal advice.  Full details of the supports offered by the Abhaile Service 
are available from www.keepingyourhome.ie.  Under the restructuring option, local authorities 
will arrange where SO borrowers require financial and legal advice outside of that provided via 
MABS, to pay the cost of these fees to a maximum of €1,000 excluding VAT. 

Table 1: Shared Ownership Loans by Local Authority Area to end Q3 2016 

Local Authority Total
Carlow County Council 28
Cavan County Council 26
Clare County Council 113
Cork City Council 71
Cork County Council 411
DLR County Council 73
Donegal County Council 152
Dublin City Council 989
Fingal County Council 181
Galway City Council 13
Galway County Council 47
Kerry County Council 67
Kildare County Council 307
Kilkenny County Council 89
Laois County Council 200
Leitrim County Council 3
Limerick City and County Council 119
Longford County Council 35
Louth County Council 12
Mayo County Council 27
Meath County Council 61
Monaghan County Council 21
Offaly County Council 18
Roscommon County Council 12
Sligo County Council 99
South Dublin County Council 127
Tipperary County Council 104
Waterford City and County Council 214
Westmeath County Council 70
Wexford County Council 37
Wicklow County Council 51
Grand Total 3777

04/04/2017WRW03600Departmental Information
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04/04/2017WRW03700325. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of requests his Department received for material to be made avail-
able in Braille format in each of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which 
were accommodated by his Department; the cost implication and the person or body which 
provided the translation service. [16377/17]

04/04/2017WRW03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): No requests for material to be made available in braille format have been made to 
my Department in the years mentioned.

I am committed to providing information and services which are fully accessible to all of 
our customers.  This commitment is reflected in my Department’s  Customer Service Action 
Plan, which is available on the Department’s website at http://www.housing.gov.ie/corporate/
customer-service/quality-customer-service. In addition, there is an Accessibility Statement 
page on the Department’s website which provides information on ‘Making an accessible publi-
cation request’ as well as an ‘Accessible publications request form’; this page can be accessed 
at -   http://www.housing.gov.ie/corporate/compliance/other/accessibility-statement. 

My Department’s website has been redesigned and was relaunched in February 2016. As 
part of the redesign and re-engineering process, a strong emphasis was placed on the key areas 
of usability and accessibility.  In line with best practice, Universal Design principles were ap-
plied across the project and our aim is to ensure consistent compliance with international stan-
dard Level AA of the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.0

04/04/2017WRX0010004/04/2017WRX00150Road Improvement Schemes

04/04/2017WRX00200326. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans to provide funding to extend the Clane ring road in County 
Kildare, in view of the increased number of housing units being developed in the town; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16442/17]

04/04/2017WRX00300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I assume the Deputy is referring to the recent announcement of funding under the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).  The aim of LIHAF is to relieve critical 
infrastructural blockages in order to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key develop-
ment sites in urban areas with high demand for housing.  

A call for proposals was issued to all local authorities in August 2016.  It was open to all 
local authorities to apply for funding towards the capital cost of the public infrastructure, which 
when provided, would secure the early delivery of additional affordable housing at considerable 
scale, with developments in excess of 500 units in the Dublin area, or in excess of 200 units in 
areas outside Dublin. 

21 local authorities submitted a total of 74 proposals in October 2016. Kildare County 
Council submitted 7 proposals in respect of Naas, Kildare, Maynooth, Newbridge, Celbridge, 
Leixlip and Sallins.  No proposal was received in respect of extending the Clane ring road and 
the funding of roads in general is a matter for the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
and its agencies.

On 28 March 2017, I announced funding for 34 projects under LIHAF.  The cost of these 
projects is €226.46 million, of which €169.65 million would be funded under LIHAF, with 
local authorities funding the remaining €56.81 million.  These public infrastructure projects 
will be key to the delivery of 23,000 housing units over the next four years, with a longer term 



Questions - Written Answers

292

projection of up to 70,000 units as the selected sites are fully built out.  Kildare County Council 
received approval for the proposals at Maynooth, Naas and Sallins, which have an aggregate 
allocation of €21.4 million.

04/04/2017WRX00350Capital Assistance Scheme Applications

04/04/2017WRX00400327. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the status of a CAS2 application by a group (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16518/17]

04/04/2017WRX00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): This Approved Housing Body (AHB) has made an application for funding under my 
Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme for the acquisition and refurbishment of a facility to 
provide 8 units of accommodation. 

The AHB has been requested by Wexford County Council to provide additional information 
in support of this application, which on receipt, my Department will review promptly. 

04/04/2017WRX00550Repair and Leasing Scheme

04/04/2017WRX00600328. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a landlord who avails of the repair and lease scheme can also avail of the 
home renovation incentive when carrying out the refurbishment works on a rental property; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16572/17]

04/04/2017WRX00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) has been developed under Pillar 5 of Re-
building Ireland to assist private property owners and local authorities or Approved Housing 
Bodies (AHBs) to harness the accommodation potential that exists in certain vacant properties 
across Ireland.  The scheme is targeted at owners of vacant properties who cannot afford or ac-
cess the funding needed to bring their properties up to the required standard for rental property. 

Subject to the suitability of the property for social housing, and the agreement of the prop-
erty owner, the cost of the necessary repairs will be met upfront by the local authority or an 
AHB.  This allows for the property owner to sign-up to a lease arrangement for a length that is 
linked to the value of the repairs, subject to a minimum period of 10 years.  The value of the 
repairs will then be offset incrementally against the agreed rental payment over a defined period 
within the lease.  The scope and cost of the works required, and the recoupment of the works 
cost through the lease payments, will be agreed between the property owner and the local au-
thority or AHB.  The maximum cost of repairs allowable under the scheme is €40,000.

A property owner can either choose to arrange for a contractor to carry out the repairs 
themselves, or the local authority or AHB can arrange this instead.  Property owners will not be 
required to take on landlord responsibilities; the local authority or AHB will be the landlord and 
will have on-going management and maintenance responsibilities in respect of the properties. 

Property owners availing of the Repair and Lease scheme may qualify for other schemes 
such as the Home Renovation Incentive or the Better Energy Homes scheme for the works 
done to bring their properties to the required standard.  In this regard it is important to note 
that the capital advance for payment of the repairs works is not a grant payment and will be 
fully repaid by the property owner through the offset arrangements agreed under the lease for 
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the property.  While local authorities and AHBs may be in a position to provide information in 
relation to other funding opportunities, it is the responsibility of the property owner to consider 
the requirements of any such scheme and apply for same.  In making any such application, the 
property owner should advise the relevant scheme administrator of their participation in the 
Repair and Leasing Scheme.

  Question No. 329 answered with Question No. 305.

04/04/2017WRX00950Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

04/04/2017WRX01000330. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when local infrastructure housing activation funding will be made available 
for projects in south Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16586/17]

04/04/2017WRX01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The aim of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is to relieve 
critical infrastructural blockages in order to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key 
development sites in urban areas with high demand for housing.  

A call for proposals was issued to all local authorities in August 2016.  It was open to all 
local authorities to apply for funding towards the capital cost of public infrastructure, which 
when provided, would secure the early delivery of additional affordable housing at considerable 
scale, with developments in excess of 500 units in the Dublin area, or in excess of 200 units in 
areas outside Dublin.

21 local authorities submitted a total of 74 proposals in October 2016. Kildare County 
Council submitted 7 proposals in respect of Naas, Kildare, Maynooth, Newbridge, Celbridge, 
Leixlip and Sallins.

On 28 March 2017, I announced funding for 34 projects under the LIHAF.  The cost of these 
projects is €226.46 million, of which €169.65 million would be funded under LIHAF with local 
authorities funding the remaining €56.81 million.  These public infrastructure projects will be 
key to the delivery of 23,000 housing units over the next four years, with a longer term pro-
jection of up to 70,000 units as the selected sites are fully built out.  Kildare County Council 
received approval for the proposals at Maynooth, Naas and Sallins.  

I am seeking additional funding for LIHAF under the Capital Mid-term Review 2016-2021, 
but it will be a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, to 
consider in the context of other demands for the available funds.  In the event that more funds 
are secured, local authorities will be able to resubmit proposals that did not receive funding or 
to advance other new proposals that would meet LIHAF objectives.

04/04/2017WRX01150Animal Breeding Regulations

04/04/2017WRX01200331. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of the review of guidelines on welfare standards for dog breed-
ing establishments which commenced in January 2016; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16606/17]

04/04/2017WRX01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In late 2015, the then Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment agreed to begin a process of review of the current Dog Breeding Establishment (DBE) 
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Guidelines, under the auspices of the County and City Management Association (CCMA) Dogs 
Working Group.  The work undertaken to date has been to produce a first draft revision of the 
Guidelines.

I considered it essential to broaden the review of the Guidelines to a more formal public 
consultation, both for quality assurance and to address the need for openness and inclusiveness. 
A wide-scale formal public consultative process commenced on 1 December 2016 and closed 
on 28 February 2017.   My Department is currently reviewing the feedback received through 
the process before submitting the findings to me. 

  Question No. 332 answered with Question No. 305.

04/04/2017WRX01450State Properties Data

04/04/2017WRX01500333. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a list of land in public ownership or held in trust for the State, 
such as, but not exclusively, schools, third level institutions, local authorities, State and semi-
State bodies in the constituency of Dublin North West. [16667/17]

04/04/2017WRX01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has the central role in managing the State’s 
diverse property portfolio, and is responsible for co-ordinating policy in maintaining and effi-
ciently organising the property asset portfolio of the State.  However, I presume that the Depu-
ty’s question refers to lands in public ownership or held in trust by the State, specifically in the 
Dublin North West constituency, which may be suitable for housing.

The Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness sets out a number of 
actions to increase and accelerate housing delivery, across all tenures, to help individuals and 
families find homes.  There is a broad suite of actions proposed under Pillar 3 of the Action 
Plan, entitled Build More Homes, which provides for the use of publicly owned land banks for 
provision of housing in a more pro-active and strategic way. 

In particular, Action 3.5 of Rebuilding Ireland commits to the establishment of a centralised 
database of publicly owned lands, that are potentially suitable for the development of housing, 
whether by the State or by private sector housing providers.

Initially, the exercise involves identifying and mapping sites in local authority and public 
ownership, with appropriate lands to be master-planned to deliver increased mixed tenure hous-
ing, including social and more affordable homes, to meet demand. 

The map will form part of the broader National Land Supply Management Strategy, which 
is being developed within the context of the new National Planning Framework, to be titled 
Ireland 2040: Our Plan.  Once established, the map will be updated regularly to record the 
development and use of these lands, including those located in the Dublin North West constitu-
ency, to ensure that the best possible information is publicly available.  The project is an itera-
tive process and will be completed in phases. 

Phase 1 of the mapping project is well underway and involves the mapping of approximate-
ly 700 sites in local authority ownership and those held by the Housing Agency under the Land 
Aggregation Scheme, showing their location, size, boundaries and other information.  I expect 
to be in a position to publish this mapped data set, together with lands zoned for residential 
development, in the coming weeks.
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Phase 2 of the project involves the mapping of other publicly owned lands with housing 
potential.  In this regard, my Department is currently working with some of the associated 
key stakeholders of these lands to identify all potentially suitable sites, with the initial focus 
on lands in the main urban areas where demand is highest, i.e. Dublin, and the cities of Cork, 
Limerick, Galway and Waterford. 

A third phase of the project will involve the mapping of local authority and approved hous-
ing body social housing construction projects.  This will include new build projects under the 
Social Housing Capital Investment Programme, the Capital Assistance Scheme, the Capital 
Advance Leasing Facility as well as regeneration projects.  

At its heart, Rebuilding Ireland is focused on increasing and accelerating housing delivery, 
across all tenures.  The active pursuit of housing provision on State lands, including local au-
thority lands, will continue to be an important part of delivering on this overall ambition.

04/04/2017WRX01650Social and Affordable Housing Data

04/04/2017WRX01700334. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide a list of local authority new builds for 2016 and to 
date in 2017; the proposed builds and number of dwellings in 2017, by county, in tabular form; 
if he will include proposed completion dates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16677/17]

04/04/2017WRX01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have published a comprehensive status list of social housing schemes that are ad-
vancing nationwide, which can be accessed at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/
news/social-housing-developments/.  This status report lists the 504 approved social housing 
construction projects and their locations and contains a range of information relating to their 
advancement, including those delivered in 2016 and those progressing through planning, de-
sign and construction.

These 504 projects, when completed, will deliver circa 8,430 new social houses, some of 
which were completed in 2016, with the others in the pipeline being completed in 2017 and 
subsequent years.  These projects are funded under a range of different initiatives such as lo-
cal authority construction/turnkey developments, rapid delivery, regeneration programmes and 
construction and turnkey developments by Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) under the Capi-
tal Assistance Scheme and the Capital Advance Leasing Facility.  The precise timing for the 
advancement of each of these projects, including completion dates, is a matter for the relevant 
local authorities and AHBs concerned, in the first instance.  However, within the overall 21,000 
social housing solutions targeted for delivery this year, some 4,500 of these will be delivered 
through new builds/acquisitions and a significant proportion of these will involve new construc-
tion. 

Further project approvals are being added to the pipeline as they are developed by local 
authorities and AHBs, details of which will be included in the next quarterly report under the 
Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan.  I am keen that all local authorities advance their social housing 
projects as speedily as possible and I have assured them that funding is in place to support their 
activity in this regard.

04/04/2017WRX01850Fire Service Staff
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04/04/2017WRX01900335. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason that retained fire fighters have to retire at 58 years of age; his views 
on  whether this is discriminatory; and his plans to change this. [16747/17]

04/04/2017WRX02000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): International research indicates that the retirement age of 55 is the optimum age to 
ensure that fire-fighters are capable of satisfactorily performing the tasks expected of them.  The 
retirement age of 55 years of age was introduced because of health and safety considerations 
related to the job.  Since the enactment of the Health, Safety and Welfare at Work Act 1989, 
underpinned by subsequent legislation, each fire authority, as an employer, has a statutory duty 
to avoid placing employees at risk.

A collective agreement was reached between the Local Government Management Services 
Board and the trade unions involved (SIPTU and ATGWU) in November 2002.  This collective 
agreement provided, inter alia, for the appointment of an Expert Group which in turn would ad-
vise as to the retirement age for retained firefighters.  The Expert Group’s Report on Retirement 
Age recommended that the retirement age for retained firefighters remain at 55, with provision 
for an annual extension, subject to medical assessment, up to 58 years of age.  Following the 
publication of the report of the Expert Group in April 2003, a circular was issued by my Depart-
ment in November 2003 setting out the age requirements for retained firefighters.  This Circular 
specifically stated that under no circumstances should any fire-fighter who does not have a writ-
ten contract of employment with a higher retirement age be employed beyond age 58. 

I have no plans to change the age limit.

04/04/2017WRX02050Constitutional Convention Recommendations

04/04/2017WRX02100336. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his views on holding a right to home referendum; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16791/17]

04/04/2017WRX02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The 8th report of the Convention on the Constitution deals with economic, social 
and cultural rights, including the right to housing.  It raises substantial questions on the bal-
ance of rights, proper governance and resources.  As stated in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, the intention is that it will be referred to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Hous-
ing, Planning, Community and Local Government for consideration.  It is expected that this 
will happen shortly.  

04/04/2017WRX02250Local Authority Functions

04/04/2017WRX02300337. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the rules regarding claims which need to be revised to prevent more spending by 
bodies such as Dublin City Council and to ensure that these claims are only granted in instances 
of the utmost seriousness; if he will consider conducting a review of claims granted in 2016 to 
ensure that all the spending on claims was necessitated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16792/17]

04/04/2017WRX02400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I understand the Question refers to the settlement of compensation and public li-
ability claims by local authorities, which are matters for the local authorities concerned.  Local 
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authorities are independent in the execution of their powers and the directly elected members 
are democratically accountable for all expenditure of the authority.  Accordingly, I have no 
function in relation to the matters raised in the Question.

04/04/2017WRX02450Housing Policy

04/04/2017WRX02500338. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider implementing legislative controls on short-term rentals such as 
those implemented successfully in Berlin and New York City in an effort to rectify short-term 
rentals such as those by a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16793/17]

04/04/2017WRX02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In terms of supply, the focus in the Strategy for the Rental Sector is on maintain-
ing existing levels of rental stock and encouraging investment in additional supply.  There are 
shortages in the supply of rental accommodation in key locations, particularly in urban areas.  
In some of these areas there is also significant demand for transitory short-term accommoda-
tion.  In this context, providing short term rentals at higher prices may be an attractive option for 
landlords.  However, a determination by An Bord Pleanála in a particular case has determined 
that the exclusive use of a residential apartment for short-term holiday lettings is a material 
change of use requiring planning permission. 

The implications of this case have raised a number of regulatory and other related issues, 
such as tax liability, residential tenancy regulation, support for tourism, and planning.  The 
Strategy for the Rental Sector provides for the establishment by my Department of a working 
group, comprising representatives of relevant stakeholders including local authorities, relevant 
Departments, public bodies and other interests in the area, with a view to providing more infor-
mation on the scale and nature of the issue and full clarity regarding the appropriate regulatory 
approach to be adopted in relation to short-term tourism-related lettings.  The working group is 
due to report in Quarter 2 2017.  

In the meantime, my Department is in active discussions with organisations involved in short 
term letting with a view to establishing collaborative agreements within the coming weeks to 
ensure that those involved in such letting have all the required planning permissions.

04/04/2017WRX02650Housing Policy

04/04/2017WRX02700339. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his views on whether evidence (details supplied) points to another or looming 
housing bubble; if so, the actions he will take to address the matter; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16794/17]

04/04/2017WRX02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): As the Deputy will be aware, chronic under-supply of housing across all tenures, 
for several years during the economic downturn, is at the heart of the significant challenges 
which exist in the housing sector.  Housing output fell by over 90%, from peak construction of 
93,000 homes in 2006 to just over 8,301 in 2013, and while current levels of house comple-
tions are increasing, reaching almost 15,000 new homes in 2016, this level is still well short of 
the 25,000 homes required each year to meet demand.  

Recent reports show that demand for housing remains strong, driven by economic growth 
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and increasing numbers of households as well as pent-up demand built up over years of under-
supply, as evidenced by annual average price increases of approximately 9% on a national basis 
and between 8.7% and 10.2% in Dublin.  However, it should be noted that average prices are 
still well below the peak levels recorded in 2007, according to the CSO’s Residential Property 
Price Index.

The Government’s multi-stranded Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Home-
lessness is aimed, inter alia, at increasing supply of new homes across all tenures, as well as 
bringing vacant or under-utilised homes back into use to meet both current and future demand.  
While we are still at an early stage of implementation, there is already strong evidence that 
the focus on increasing and accelerating supply in Rebuilding Ireland is starting to work.  The 
latest residential commencements and completions data show that house-building activity is 
continuing to strengthen.  Completions for the 12 month period to end January 2017, stood at 
15,256 homes, an 18% increase year on year.  Likewise, commencement notices for 13,334 new 
homes were submitted in the twelve month period to end January 2017, an increase of 44% year 
on year.  Identification and development of key sites in the major urban areas where demand 
is greatest and the recent announcement of €226 million of enabling infrastructure investment 
to facilitate construction of some 23,000 homes by 2021 are further initiatives that will signifi-
cantly impact on supply and thereby help to counteract price inflation.

Furthermore, the very significant increase in the Government’s social housing investment 
programme to €5.35 billion over a six-year period is already ramping up social housing supply. 
Last year, €935 million was spent providing nearly 18,400 social housing supports.  Almost 
5,300 homes were built, refurbished or acquired and some 12,000 Housing Assistance Payment 
tenancies were established.  Looking ahead, I have published the Social Housing Construc-
tion Projects Status Report - Q4 2016 (available on www.rebuildingireland.ie), detailing the 
pipeline of over 500 social housing projects, involving the construction of over 8,400 homes at 
various stages in the process.  

While a very significant amount of work has been carried out since the publication of Re-
building Ireland, I am fully aware of the considerable further progress required to activate hous-
ing development sites and to increase and accelerate delivery to the scale required. 

The housing market is complex and no one single fix will address all the issues.  Nonethe-
less, I believe that, through the multiplicity of actions currently being progressed through Re-
building Ireland to increase the supply of high quality homes to at least 25,000 per annum by 
2021, the Government has created the conditions required for the restoration of a more sustain-
able and normally functioning housing market capable of providing homes, at affordable price 
points to buy or rent, where and when they are required.

04/04/2017WRY0010004/04/2017WRY00150Labour Activation Projects

04/04/2017WRY00200340. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if the normal quali-
fying conditions for a Tús scheme can be wavered for persons that has been referred through a 
drug treatment programme such as is the case with a community employment scheme (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16001/17]

04/04/2017WRY00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) 
drugs rehabilitation places provide opportunities for people in recovery from substance misuse 
to re-engage in active community and working life.  The CE rehabilitation places reflect the 
Department’s commitment to the National Drugs Strategy with a specific focus on opportunities 
for the training and development for participants in recovery and working towards rehabilita-
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tion. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the purpose of Tús is to provide short-term work opportunities 
for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  It is designed to break the cycle of unem-
ployment and maintain work readiness, thereby improving a person’s opportunities of returning 
to the labour market.

The selection and eligibility conditions for Tús are focused on those on the live register for 
a year or more and in receipt of a jobseekers’ payment.  I consider the current selection process 
effective and I currently have no proposals to alter these arrangements to include a specific 
waiver of eligibility conditions for individuals recovering from substance misuse.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRY00350Community Employment Schemes Operation

04/04/2017WRY00400341. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection when the proposed 
rules governing community employment schemes will be enforced in order that the period of 
assessment commences in January 2007 compared to April 2000 as it currently stands (details 
supplied). [16049/17]

04/04/2017WRY00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy may be aware, I 
brought a Memo to Government in March and obtained approval to publish my Department’s 
report on the review of Community Employment and the other work schemes and to progress 
the various changes that were recommended.  I will be publishing the review report in the com-
ing days. 

My Department will be consulting with key stakeholders in the coming weeks about the 
new measures and they will be commenced shortly thereafter. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

04/04/2017WRY00550Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

04/04/2017WRY00600342. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will extend 
community employment eligibility to self-employed jobseeker’s in view of the fact that persons 
in receipt of farm assist are permitted to take up community employment places; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16130/17]

04/04/2017WRY00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The pattern of participation on 
the Community Employment (CE) programme is dependent on the individual circumstances 
of each person and the length of time she has been in receipt of a CE-qualifying social welfare 
payment.  CE is intended for the long-term unemployed and other specified disadvantaged 
groups, including those who are in receipt of Farm Assist, a means-tested payment which is 
aimed at low income farmers.

The aim of CE remains as an active labour market programme with the emphasis on pro-
gression into employment and/or further education and training.  The main cohort of CE partici-
pants is made up of the long-term unemployed in receipt of jobseekers allowance.

While it is possible for a self-employed person to meet the basic criteria of receipt of a 
CE-qualifying payment (specifically jobseekers allowance) for the requisite period of time (12 
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months), they may not meet the criteria of being unemployed during that qualifying period.  
For CE, the maximum amount of days worked permissible for a jobseeker is 30 days within the 
12-month qualifying period.  If a self-employed person is in receipt of jobseekers allowance 
and meets the criteria outlined above, they can be considered for CE on a case-by-case basis.

Those who do not meet the CE eligibility criteria are advised to contact their local DSP 
Intreo Office where a case officer will be happy to discuss the other employment and training 
options that are open to them.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRY00750Citizen Information Services

04/04/2017WRY00800343. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Social Protection if he has approved 
the creation of 16 new senior manager posts in the context of the Citizens Information Board 
planned restructuring of MABS and the dissolution of the network of independent countrywide 
Citizens Information Services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16136/17]

04/04/2017WRY00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): At the outset, it is important to 
note that there are no plans for the dissolution of the network of independent countrywide Citi-
zens Information Services.

The Citizens Information Board (CIB), which has statutory responsibility for the Money 
Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) and the Citizens Information Services (CIS), decided 
on 15 February 2017, to restructure the governance arrangements of both services.  CIB as-
sures me that there will be no job losses, no closure of services, no change to service delivery 
locations and no change to the terms and conditions of serving staff during the lifetime of the 
restructuring programme.  Most importantly, there will be no disruption to CIS and MABS 
services for those who use them.

The decision taken will simply reduce the number of individual local CIS and MABS com-
pany boards from ninety three (93) to sixteen (16).  A new regional board structure will be put in 
place which will comprise eight (8) CIS boards and eight (8) MABS boards.  The restructured 
governance arrangements are being implemented at local company board level only and will 
bring both the CIS and MABS organisations more into line with modern public service gover-
nance guidelines and requirements where significant State funding is involved.  

In 2017, CIB is set to receive State funding of €54 million, of which €15 million is allocated 
to CIS services (including €13.1 million to the 42 local Citizens Information Services, €1.2 mil-
lion to Citizens Information Phone services and, the balance, €0.7 million to central and other 
supports), and €24.6 million is allocated to the network of MABS services (including €15.4 
million to the 51 local MABS, €0.3m to National Traveller MABS, €2.0 million to MABS 
National Development Company, €3.3million to the MABS Dedicated Mortgage Arrears initia-
tive, €3.5 million to the Abhaile Scheme and the remaining €0.1m to MABS central supports).

Following on from the decision of the Board, a Restructuring Implementation Group is be-
ing set up by CIB to examine all aspects of implementing the new sixteen (16) board model.

My Department has not received a proposal from CIB in relation to senior manager posts 
to date. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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  Question No. 344 withdrawn.

04/04/2017WRY01050Legal Costs

04/04/2017WRY01100345. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount spent 
on legal and other fees helping workers of a company (details supplied) take their case to the 
European courts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16161/17]

04/04/2017WRY01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The European Court of Justice 
(ECJ) delivered a judgement on 25 April 2013 arising from an investigation of complaints un-
der Directive 2008/94/EC on the protection of employees in the event of the insolvency of their 
employer and the resultant contractual obligations that derive under the transposition of that 
Directive by the Irish Government.

The ECJ found in favour of the plaintiffs who were 10 former Waterford Crystal workers.  
The ECJ ruled that the Irish Government had failed to transpose the Directive in such a man-
ner as to protect the rights of the plaintiffs to old-age benefits under a supplementary pension 
scheme established by their employer.

This case was taken by the plaintiffs against the Minister for Social and Family Affairs, and 
the Attorney General.  It would not be normal practice for my Department to spend money to 
assist people in taking a case against the State.  Therefore, in this case, I can confirm that my 
Department did not spend any money to assist the Waterford Crystal workers to take their case 
to the ECJ.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRY01250Disability Allowance Eligibility

04/04/2017WRY01300346. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an application 
for a disability allowance for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16174/17]

04/04/2017WRY01400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): It 
has been established that this man has an entitlement to disability allowance (DA) with effect 
from 16 November 2016.  However, as he is currently participating in a training course and 
in receipt of a training allowance, payment of DA will not commence until completion of the 
course.  He should forward the relevant notification to my department when his course is com-
pleted in order that his payment of DA can commence.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRY01450Social Welfare Code

04/04/2017WRY01500347. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a carer can 
continue to receive the full allowance if she is on maternity leave and in receipt of maternity 
benefit but still fulfilling her carer’s role. [16179/17]

04/04/2017WRY01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As is common with social secu-
rity systems across the world, the Irish social welfare system generally applies the principle of 
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one person, one payment.  It can happen that a person may experience more than one contin-
gency at the same time such as being on maternity leave, while providing full-time care and 
attention to a person, who consequent on an illness or disability, requires such care. 

In these circumstances full-rate carer’s allowance is not payable with maternity benefit, 
however a person may qualify for half-rate carer’s allowance in addition to maternity benefit 
and may continue to qualify for additional supports such as the carer’s support grant, free travel 
and (if the person is residing with the care recipient) the household benefits package.

04/04/2017WRY01650Money Advice and Budgeting Service

04/04/2017WRY01700348. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Social Protection the detail of the 
proposed changes to the structure and function of the Money Advice and Budgeting Service; 
the reason this restructuring is being undertaken; the way this restructuring benefits clients of 
the service; the research that was undertaken that supports the proposed changes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16183/17]

04/04/2017WRY01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Citizens Information Board 
(CIB), which has statutory responsibility for the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) 
and the Citizens Information Services (CIS) decided, on 15 February 2017, to restructure the 
governance arrangements of these services.  The decision was communicated by the Board of 
CIB to all CIS and MABS Boards and to all staff on the same day.  

The decision comes after a lengthy and extensive analysis of options for organisational 
restructure of CIB’s service delivery partners, including detailed consultation with all stake-
holders on the need for a more streamlined governance model.  This process followed in the 
wake of a feasibility study, conducted as part of the implementation of CIB’s Strategic Plan 
2012 – 2015. 

The restructured governance arrangements are being implemented at local company board 
level only.  The decision taken reduces the number of individual local CIS and MABS company 
boards from ninety three (93) to sixteen (16).  A new regional board structure will be put in 
place which will comprise eight (8) CIS boards and eight (8) MABS boards.  

The CIB assures me that there will be no job losses, no closure of services, no change to 
service delivery locations and no change to the terms and conditions of serving staff during 
the lifetime of the restructuring programme.   There will be no disruption to CIS and MABS 
services for those who use them. 

The valuable work carried out by the employees and volunteers working in CIS services and 
the employees of MABS services will continue as heretofore. A more streamlined governance 
structure will result in a more targeted use of valuable staff resources, re-directed to increased 
front line service delivery, made possible by reduction in the current significant administrative 
burden associated with maintaining ninety three (93) individual companies nationwide.  The 
changes will bring the CIS and MABS organisations more into line with modern public service 
governance guidelines and requirements where significant State funding is involved.  

In 2017, CIB is set to receive State funding of €54 million, of which €15 million is allocated 
to CIS services (including €13.1 million to the 42 local Citizens Information Services, €1.2 mil-
lion to Citizens Information Phone Services and, the balance, €0.7 million to central and other 
supports), and €24.6 million is allocated to the network of MABS services (including €15.4 
million to the 51 local MABS, €0.3m to National Traveller MABS, €2.0 million to MABS 
National Development Company, €3.3million to the MABS Dedicated Mortgage Arrears initia-
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tive, €3.5 million to the Abhaile service, and the remaining €0.1m to MABS central supports).

Following on from the Board’s February decision, a Restructuring Implementation Group is 
being set up by CIB to examine all aspects of implementing the new sixteen (16) board model.  
This work will include examination of the establishment costs of the new structure and the 
potential for future savings derived from the reduction in the administrative burden associated 
with ninety three (93) individual local companies.  Current costs are an aggregate of the costs 
incurred by each of the ninety three (93) local companies on items such as audit fees, profes-
sional fees (including legal services), payroll administration and board of director expenses.  
While cost is not the driver of the restructuring project, some efficiencies are likely to result 
from moving to a reduced sixteen (16) company model.   

The aim of the project is to improve existing governance arrangements and optimise the 
benefits from operating a more modern, streamlined and customer focused service delivery 
model.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRY01850School Meals Programme

04/04/2017WRY01900349. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of schools 
that have applied for school meals funding since 2009; the number of these that have been re-
fused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16201/17]

04/04/2017WRY02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The school meals programme 
provides funding towards the provision of food to schools and organisations benefitting over 
200,000 children at a total cost of some €47.7 million in 2017.  The funding for the scheme was 
increased this year, as part of Budget 2017, by an additional €5.7 million (almost 14% over the 
previous year’s allocation) which will benefit over 50,000 children.  For the current academic 
year, 2016 / 2017, some €44 million has been allocated to schools under the scheme. 

There are currently a total of 1,460 schools and organisations participating in the scheme.  
A breakdown of the number of schools and organisations benefitting from the scheme per year 
since 2009 is provided in the following tabular statement. Statistics are not maintained by the 
Department on the number of unsuccessful applications for the scheme.  

During this period priority for new applications for funding had been given to schools which 
are part of the DEIS programme.  From September 2016 additional funding is being provided to 
DEIS schools already participating in the scheme to provide breakfast and lunch to the majority 
of pupils. A further 21 DEIS schools have joined the scheme this academic year. 

Budget 2017 funding also provides for the inclusion in the scheme, from September 2017, 
of up to 245 new schools and 47,000 children.  This includes support to schools being brought 
into DEIS for the first time and the extension of the scheme to breakfast clubs in non-DEIS 
schools, which is the first time in many years that increased payments will be provided outside 
of DEIS. Priority will be provided to schools where there is most need and officials in my De-
partment are in the process of contacting these schools inviting them to join the scheme.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Number of schools/organisations benefitting from the School Meal Programme per 
year
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School Meals Local Project Scheme Urban School Meals Scheme
School Year Schools /Organisations Year Schools
2009/2010 1,250 2009 360
2010/2011 1,250 2010 320
2011/2012 1,190 2011 330
2012/2013 1,220 2012 310
2013/2014 1,310 2013 310
2014/2015 1,340 2014 330
2015/2016 1,350 2015 300

*The Urban School Meals Scheme is administered and operated by the Local Authorities 
with the Department of Social Protection providing funding of 50% of the food costs. Some 
overlap exists in relation to the schools and pupils in both schemes.  For example, a school may 
operate a breakfast club under one scheme and a lunch club under another.

04/04/2017WRY02050Bereavement Grant

04/04/2017WRY02100350. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated an-
nual cost of the reinstatement of the bereavement grant; if he will consider the reinstatement 
of this grant in the context of the 2018 budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16221/17]

04/04/2017WRY02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In recent Budgets my Depart-
ment has protected primary social welfare rates.  Abolishing the bereavement grant provided a 
significant annual saving and allowed my Department to protect other core social welfare pay-
ments such as the State pension. 

The number of bereavement grant claims in 2013 was 23,716, and this represented an in-
crease of approximately 4% on 2012.  Based on a similar yearly increase each year since 2013, 
it is estimated that the number of bereavement grant claims that might arise in 2018, were the 
scheme to be re-introduced, would be in the region of 28,858, and this number would likely 
increase in future years.  The following table sets out the estimated cost of re-introducing the 
grant at a rate of €850.

Estimate cost of introducing a Bereavement Grant in 2018
Amount Estimated number of grants 

to be paid
Cost per annum

€850 28,858 €24.53 million
Any decision to reinstate the Bereavement Grant would have to be considered in the context 

of overall budgetary negotiations.

It’s worth noting that there are a range of supports available for people following bereave-
ment which provide more significant support than the grant.  These include a weekly paid 
widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s (contributory and non-contributory) pensions, 
which are based on contributions or a means test, and a once-off widowed or surviving civil 
partner grant of €6,000 where there is a dependent child.  A number of social welfare payments, 
including State pension, continue in payment for six weeks following a death.  In Budget 2016, 
the Government increased the payment after death period to 12 weeks for carer’s allowance.  
Guardian payments are available where someone cares for an orphaned child.  A special funeral 
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grant of €850 is paid where a person dies because of an accident at work or occupational dis-
ease.

Additionally, the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme provides assistance to 
eligible people in the State whose means are insufficient to meet their needs and those of their 
dependants.  Under the SWA scheme, the Department of Social Protection may make a single 
exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen expenditure 
which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet from their weekly income, which may 
include help with funeral and burial expenses.  The Government has provided €31.5 million for 
exceptional and urgent needs payments in 2017. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRY02300351. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an invalidity 
pension application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16232/17]

04/04/2017WRY02400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 16 February 
2017.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on the 13 April 2017.  Any arrears due 
from 16 February 2017 to 12 April 2017 (less any overlapping social welfare payment and/or 
outstanding overpayment) will issue in due course.  The gentleman in question was notified of 
this decision on 30 March 2017.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRZ00200Carer’s Allowance Waiting Times

04/04/2017WRZ00300352. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the current waiting 
time for processing carer’s allowance and carer’s benefit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16259/17]

04/04/2017WRZ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department is committed 
to providing a quality service to all its customers.  This includes ensuring that applications are 
processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible. 

The average waiting time for new carer’s allowance (CA) applications at the end of January 
2017 was 11 weeks, compared to 20 weeks in 2016.  At the end of January, there were 2,842 CA 
applications awaiting decision. 

The average waiting time for new carer’s benefit (CARB) applications at the end of January 
2017 was 7 weeks.  The figures for 2016 are unavailable.  At the end of January, there were 312 
CARB applications awaiting decision. 

Applications for CA increased 20% in 2016, compared to 2015.  This increase has impacted 
on the volumes of applications awaiting decision.  Furthermore, delays in processing are often 
caused by the submission of incomplete application forms or the failure to submit required 
documentation that is requested on the application form. 

The processing target that is set for the carer’s allowance scheme is 70% awarded within 12 
weeks; in January that target was reached with 76% of applications awarded within 12 weeks.  
Reducing waiting times is a priority for my Department and we are working hard to make this 
happen. 
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRZ00500Treatment Benefit Scheme

04/04/2017WRZ00600353. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to introduce a 
dental cleaning and payments towards glasses scheme in budget 2018; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16265/17]

04/04/2017WRZ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The intention to re-introduce ad-
ditional treatments and benefits as part of the treatment benefit (TB) scheme was announced in 
Budget 2017. 

The first part of this commitment involves the extension of the existing TB scheme to cover 
some 450,000 self-employed people and their spouses for the first time.  I am pleased to in-
form the Deputy that this extension is now in place with self-employed contributors, who meet 
the qualifying conditions, benefitting from the scheme with effect from 27 March 2017.  This 
means that people who work for themselves and pay PRSI at class S can now get the same 
regular dental and optical examinations, free of charge, that until now were only available to 
employees.  They can also get a grant for hearing aids of 50% of the cost, to a maximum of €500 
per aid, every 4 years.

The re-introduction of treatments on the scheme is planned for October 2017.  This will 
include the re-introduction of an annual scale and polish treatment on the dental scheme and the 
periodic provision of spectacles and associated optical services to all qualified PRSI contribu-
tors.  The full details of the changes will be advertised closer to the implementation date.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRZ00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

04/04/2017WRZ00900354. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
carer’s allowance will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16275/17]

04/04/2017WRZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person con-
cerned on 10 February 2017.  The application is currently being processed and once completed, 
the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Minister.

04/04/2017WRZ01100Social Insurance

04/04/2017WRZ01200355. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) will receive credited contributions for the period they were in receipt of a carer’s al-
lowance. [16282/17]

04/04/2017WRZ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I can confirm the person con-
cerned is entitled to credited contributions for the period she was in receipt of Carer’s Allow-
ance.  Her social insurance record has been credited for the period 4 December 2003 to 31 
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December 2016 and the record up to 3 May 2017 will be updated shortly.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRZ01400Training Support Grant

04/04/2017WRZ01500356. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Social Protection if one-day fork truck 
operator renewal or refresher courses are available in County Wexford to experienced fork 
truck drivers that are currently unemployed or in receipt of social welfare payments via his De-
partment; if one day fork truck operator renewal or refresher courses were previously available 
via his Department; if so, the reason the courses are no longer available via his Department; and 
if he will reconsider the decision to end the courses. [16285/17]

04/04/2017WRZ01600357. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost to his Depart-
ment per person undertaking available fork truck operator training courses for the unemployed 
or those in receipt of social welfare payments in County Wexford from 2013 to 2016. [16286/17]

04/04/2017WRZ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
356 and 357 together.

The Training Support Grant (TSG) funded by my Department is designed to facilitate quick 
access to short-term training that is identified to assist an individual jobseekers access imme-
diate work opportunities.  The scheme is activation focused and the jobseeker is required to 
provide reasonable evidence of need, in the form of a potential job offer or a requirement to 
maintain or achieve accreditation. 

The one day fork truck operator renewal and refresher courses are eligible for support under 
the TSG.  The cost of fork-lift training courses in the south east (Wexford and Waterford) are in 
the range of €200 to €450 and the number of courses funded in this area for the years 2013 to 
2016 is set out in the table below.  

Number of Fork-lift/Warehouse Referral courses funded by TSG 2013 - 2016 

Year No. of Courses
2013 158
2014 263
2015 76
2016 63
Access to the TSG scheme is arranged with the Department’s case officers and a jobseeker 

who wishes to access training under this scheme should contact their local Intreo Centre where 
the case officers are located.  

The case officer will identify appropriate support interventions required with a customer, 
particularly where a job opportunity has been identified by the customer or where an interven-
tion will enable an application for work to be made.  The maximum fund available to jobseekers 
under the scheme is €500 per annum.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRZ01800Jobseeker’s Benefit Eligibility
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04/04/2017WRZ01900358. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to amend 
the number of contribution requirements needed by seasonal and part-time workers in order to 
be eligible for the jobseeker’s benefit payment and in order to make it much more accessible 
to this category of worker; his views on whether the present contribution requirements prevent 
many seasonal and part-time workers from qualifying for the payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16307/17]

04/04/2017WRZ02000359. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will revise the 
current subsidiary income threshold of €12.70 per day with a view to extend entitlement to 
social protection payments to a larger number of seasonal and part-time workers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16308/17]

04/04/2017WRZ02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
358 and 359 together.

I gave a commitment at Dáil report stage of the Social Welfare Bill 2016 that I would ask my 
officials to examine the issue of jobseeker’s benefit and the treatment of part-time and seasonal 
workers, including those categorised as having subsidiary employment.

My Department is currently undertaking two reports – one in relation to the subsidiary em-
ployment daily earnings limit of €12.70 and the second in relation to jobseeker’s benefit dura-
tion and the issues raised by the Deputy are being considered in the context of these reports.

My intention is to present these reports to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Social Protec-
tion for its consideration shortly.  The timeframe is ambitious but I am committed to producing 
the reports as quickly as possible so that they can inform Budget 2018 discussions.

04/04/2017WRZ02200Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

04/04/2017WRZ02300360. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an application 
for a domiciliary care allowance by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16311/17]

04/04/2017WRZ02400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): An 
application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from this lady on the 22nd Feb-
ruary 2017.  The application will be considered by a Deciding Officer and the decision notified 
as soon as possible.  Applications are processed in date of receipt order; it can currently take 14 
weeks to process an application for DCA.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRZ02500Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRZ02600361. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of requests 
his Department received for material to be made available in Braille format in each of the years 
2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by his Department; and 
the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation service. [16385/17]

04/04/2017WRZ02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department’s Customer 
Charter and Action Plan 2016-2018, published on www.welfare.ie, sets out its commitments to 
providing a professional, efficient and courteous service to all its customers.  Specific commit-
ments are included in relation to the provision of interpretive and translation services and the 
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provision of information in alternative formats such as Braille or Audio.  The details requested 
are set out in the following table.

- Number of re-
quests received 
for material in 
Braille

Number of 
requests accom-
modated 

Total Cost in-
curred

Person/body that 
provided the Braille 
service

2016 2 2 €   46.05 National Council for 
the Blind Ireland

2015 3 3 € 690.50 National Council for 
the Blind Ireland

2014 1 1 €   28.00 The Braille 
Unit,Arbour Hill 
Prison 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRZ02800Social Welfare Appeals

04/04/2017WRZ02900362. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will review 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16390/17]

04/04/2017WRZ03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 28th March 2017, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRZ03100Humanitarian Assistance Scheme

04/04/2017WRZ03200363. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of mon-
ey paid out under the humanitarian assistance scheme per annum from 2010 to 2016 and to date 
in 2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16530/17]

04/04/2017WRZ03300364. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the average waiting 
times for payment under the humanitarian assistance scheme in 2016 and to date in 2017; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16531/17]

04/04/2017WRZ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
363 and 364 together.

The Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government is the lead De-
partment for severe weather emergencies and the Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsi-
bility for capital flood relief activities.  However, my Department has an important role to play 
in assisting households in the immediate aftermath of emergency events such as flooding.

The purpose of the humanitarian assistance scheme is to prevent hardship by providing 
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income tested financial support to people whose homes are damaged from flooding and severe 
weather events and who are not in a position to meet costs for essential needs, household items 
and in some instances structural repair. 

Expenditure under the scheme for the period from 2010 to 2016 is some €5 million and a 
yearly breakdown of this expenditure is provided in the attached tabular statement. Expenditure 
to date in 2017 is €85,500.  There was expenditure of some €2 million to assist householders af-
fected following the flooding in the 2015/16 winter, which was the wettest winter ever recorded 
in Ireland.   

Following a severe weather event staff, in my Department’s Community Welfare Service, 
closely monitor the situation on the ground and engage with the relevant local authorities and 
other agencies to ensure supports are provided to those affected as swiftly as possible.  Emer-
gency income support payments to cover essential items such as food, clothing and personal 
items are quickly issued in the immediate aftermath of the event.  Financial supports towards 
the replacement of white goods, basic furniture items and other essential household items may 
take longer as it is not until the flood water abates and houses dry out that the full extent of the 
damage to homes will become known.  The longer term financial support covers necessary re-
medial works and can include plastering, dry-lining, relaying of floors, electrical re-wiring and 
painting. It could take several months before this stage of the response is completed and final 
payments issue.  Statistics are not maintained on the average waiting times for payment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Expenditure under the Humanitarian Assistance Scheme 2010 - 2016

Year Outturn€000
2010 1,045
2011 1
2012 714
2013 118
2014 1,189
2015 233
20161 1,682

  1. Provisional Outturn

04/04/2017WRAA0010004/04/2017WRAA00200Invalidity Pension Applications

04/04/2017WRAA00300365. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal can expect a decision on an invalidity pension; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16558/17]

04/04/2017WRAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Following a review of her claim the lady referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with 
effect from the 16 June 2016.  Payment will issue to her nominated bank account on the 20 
April 2017.  Any arrears due from the 16 June 2016 to the 19 April 2017 (less any overlapping 
social welfare payment and/or outstanding overpayment) will issue in due course.  The lady in 
question was notified of this decision on the 03 April 2017.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRAA00500Public Services Cards
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04/04/2017WRAA00600366. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the exact statutory 
provision which is preventing a public services card being issued in the case of a person (details 
supplied). [16567/17]

04/04/2017WRAA00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The legislation governing the 
issuance of a Public Services Card is contained in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, 
as amended.

Section 263(1C) states –

“The Minister shall not issue a public services card to a person unless the Minister is satis-
fied as to the identity of the person to whom such card is to be issued.  ”

Section 263B states –

“(1) For the purposes of satisfying himself or herself as to the identity of a person in respect 
of whom a personal public service number is to be allocated and issued under section 262, or 
in respect of whom a public services card is to be issued under section 263, the Minister may, 
without prejudice to any other method of authenticating the identity of that person, request that 
person -   (a) to attend at an office of the Minister or such other place as the Minister may des-
ignate as appropriate,

(b) to provide to the Minister, at that office or other designated place, such information and 
to produce any document to the Minister as the Minister may reasonably require for the pur-
poses of authenticating the identity of that person,

(c) to allow a photograph or other record of an image of that person to be taken, at that of-
fice or other designated place, in electronic form, for the purposes of the authentication, by the 
Minister, at any time, of the identity of that person, and (d) to provide, at that office or other 
designated place, a sample of his or her signature in electronic form for the purposes of the au-
thentication, by the Minister, at any time, of the identity of that person.”

As the person concerned is originally from outside of the EEA, they are required to produce 
a current valid passport.  In this instance, the person does not have the required document.  As 
a result, alternative enquiries are being made to ascertain sufficient information to make a deci-
sion on whether the person’s identity can be authenticated to a sufficient degree.  As soon as 
these enquiries are completed my Department will be in contact with the person concerned. 

It is important to remember that a person may only be issued a Public Services Card where 
there is a high level of assurance as to his or her identity and I am sure that the Deputy can ap-
preciate how important it is that my Department takes all the necessary steps to so satisfy itself.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRAA00800International Agreements

04/04/2017WRAA00900367. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Social Protection the reciprocal so-
cial security arrangements that were put in place prior to Ireland and Britain joining the EEC in 
1973; the present-day status of such arrangements and their validity in view of EU membership; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16574/17]

04/04/2017WRAA01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since 1923 various reciprocal bi-
lateral arrangements governing social welfare benefits have been in place between Ireland and 
the UK.  The current agreement is the Convention on Social Security between the Government 



Questions - Written Answers

312

of Ireland and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
which was signed in Dublin on 14 December 2004 (Schedule 1 to S.I. No. 701/2007).  This 
Reciprocal Agreement covers the following social protection payments:

- Illness Benefit;

- Occupational Injuries Benefit;

- Maternity Benefit;

- Jobseeker’s Benefit;

- Invalidity Benefit;

- State Pension [Contributory];

- Widow/er’s and Surviving Partner’s [Contributory] Pension;  and

- Guardian’s Payment [Contributory].

It also consolidated the terms of earlier agreements, modified them to take account of legis-
lative changes both in Ireland and the UK and extended their scope to the Isle of Man, Jersey, 
Guernsey, Alderney, Herm and Jethou [Channel Islands].

The Bilateral Agreement with the UK provides, therefore, for broadly similar entitlements 
as apply under the EU Regulations on the Coordination of Social Security Systems.  The latter 
commenced to apply to the UK, as with Ireland, on the accession of both countries to the then 
EEC, now EU, on 1 April 1973.  The provisions of the EU Regulations on the Coordination 
of Social Security Systems, in general, replace the provisions of any existing bilateral social 
security agreements where the EU Regulations apply to an EU Member State.  In the case of 
our bilateral agreement with the UK, it only applies to people to whom EU Regulations on the 
Coordination of Social Security Systems do not apply.

04/04/2017WRAA01100Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRAA01200368. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of Brit-
ish citizens living here and in receipt of a British state pension which is updated on an annual 
basis; if he has met with his British counterpart to discuss this matter; the provisions he plans to 
put in place to protect such citizens’ pension rights post Brexit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16575/17]

04/04/2017WRAA01300369. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of Irish 
citizens living in the UK and in receipt of an Irish State pension; the impact he envisages Brexit 
having on such persons and their entitlements; the steps he has taken to date to protect such 
persons’ persons rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16576/17]

04/04/2017WRAA01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
368 and 369 together.

Statistics on the amount of people resident in Ireland in receipt of a UK pension are com-
piled by the UK Department of Work and Pensions.  The most recent figure they have provided 
is 135,070.

There are 34,238 people resident in the UK in receipt of a pension paid by my Department. 
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The current arrangements for social security between Ireland and the UK have not changed. 
All social welfare payments, including pensions, made by the Department of Social Protection, 
continue to be paid as normal.

Social security arrangements between the UK and the EU27 have also not changed. The 
future operation of arrangements will, of course, be determined as part of the complex process 
of negotiating the UK’s exit from the EU.  

Clearly, a key area of concern is the impact of Brexit on the current reciprocal arrange-
ments for social security schemes and services between Ireland and the UK, including Northern 
Ireland.  The Government’s long-term objective is to ensure that the reciprocity of civic rights 
and social welfare rights and entitlements, which currently exist for Irish and UK citizens mov-
ing within Ireland and between Ireland and Britain under the Common Travel Area (CTA), are 
safeguarded and maintained.   

I have strongly emphasised the importance of this in my meetings with the UK Secretary of 
State for Work and Pensions, the Right Hon. Damian Green, M.P. on 2nd February 2017 and 
with Mr Damian Hinds, Minister for Employment, UK Department of Work and Pensions at the 
Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO) on 8 December 
2016.  I have also underlined this issue during my bilateral meetings, to date, with my Ministeri-
al colleagues from Romania, Malta, Germany and Denmark at several of the EPSCO meetings.  

I am meeting with my German, French and Estonian Ministerial colleagues at the EPSCO 
meeting of 3-4 April and will again be highlighting Ireland’s concerns to ensure that they are 
fully reflected in the EU position as negotiations commence.  In addition, as a member of the 
North-South Ministerial Council and the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference, I will 
take every opportunity to protect and advance this objective as will my officials.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRAA01500JobsPlus Scheme

04/04/2017WRAA01600370. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the expenditure on 
JobsPlus from 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; the number of long-term 
unemployed who have gained employment due to this scheme; the details of persons that have 
been retained in employment beyond a two-year period; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16582/17]

04/04/2017WRAA01700371. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps his Depart-
ment has taken to highlight JobsPlus to employers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16583/17]

04/04/2017WRAA01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
370 and 371 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the JobsPlus incentive is designed to encourage employers and 
businesses to focus their recruitment efforts on those who have been out of work for long 
periods, or on young people seeking employment.  It provides employers with two levels of 
payment - €7,500 or €10,000 over two years, paid in monthly instalments, provided the employ-
ment is maintained.  The rate of payment depends on the length of time the person employed 
has been on the Live Register. 

Up to the end of February 2017, just over 12,900 people have gained employment through 
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the scheme.  Expenditure on the programme is shown in table 1 below.

Table 1: Expenditure on JobsPlus 2013-2017

Year Amount
2013 €1.04m
2014 €11.883m
2015 €22.63m

2016 (Provisional) €23.994m
2017 (to end February) €4.915m

My Department has established relationships with employers, representative bodies and 
other stakeholders at a national level and this is co-ordinated by employment engagement man-
agers throughout the Department’s divisions who co-ordinate the service at local level.  Job-
sPlus is publicised as a matter of course in employer networking events and briefings on the 
services offered by the Department, at jobs fairs and at events during National Jobs Week, 
which takes place annually.  My Department also engages with enterprise agencies to encour-
age their client companies to recruit directly from the Live Register and to avail of the services 
my Department provides, including JobsPlus. 

My Department is currently undertaking a Focused Policy Assessment on JobsPlus and the 
outcomes for participants will be examined in this and in a forthcoming counterfactual impact 
evaluation which is planned for later this year.  Preliminary analysis of a sample of Jobsplus 
employees has shown that over 87% of participants remain off the Live Register between 30 
and 36 months after commencing their JobsPlus employment.  I consider this a very favourable 
result and I believe it demonstrates the positive effect that JobsPlus has in getting people who 
are long-term unemployed into work.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRAA01900Child Benefit Data

04/04/2017WRAA02000372. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full-year 
cost of increasing the cut-off point for eligibility for child benefit from 16 to 18 years of age; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16584/17]

04/04/2017WRAA02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Child Benefit is a monthly pay-
ment made to families with children in respect of all qualified children up to the age of 16 years.  
The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up to their 18th birthday who are in 
full-time education, or who have a disability. 

Child Benefit is currently paid to around 627,000 families in respect of some 1.2 million 
children, with an estimated expenditure in the order of over €2 billion in 2017.  

It is not possible to accurately predict the full year cost of increasing the cut off point for 
eligibility for child benefit from 16 to 18 years of age.  This is because the Department has no 
way of measuring with any degree of accuracy the number of children who are not in education.  
However, according to the most recent figures from the Department of Education and Skills the 
national retention rates at second level are in excess of 90 per cent.  This would suggest that 
the number of additional children between 16 and 18 years currently not eligible as they are not 
in full time education would be relatively low and would not result in a substantial increase in 
current Child Benefit expenditure.  However, breaking the link between school attendance and 



4 April 2017

315

Child Benefit for 16 and 17 year olds could also have unintended consequences in relation to 
retention rates at second level.  

It is also worth noting that under EU regulations Child Benefit is defined as a family benefit 
and is exportable in cases where the claimant is working in Ireland but where the children are 
living abroad.  We have no way of predicting with any degree of accuracy the potential in-flow 
in this category for children who turn 17 and are not in secondary education in other Member 
States. 

Any changes to the eligibility criteria for Child Benefit would have to be considered in an 
overall budgetary context.

04/04/2017WRAA02200Back to Education Allowance Data

04/04/2017WRAA02300373. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the average cost per 
participant on the back to education allowance; the cost of increasing the number of places 
on the allowance by 5%,10%,15% and 20%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16585/17]

04/04/2017WRAA02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Back to Education Allow-
ance provides income support for jobseekers and others in receipt of certain social welfare pay-
ments that pursue courses of education at second or third level.  The objective of the scheme is 
to raise the educational and skill levels to enable jobseekers better access to the emerging needs 
of the labour market. 

A person wishing to pursue a course of study under the Back to Education Allowance 
(BTEA) scheme must satisfy a number of conditions.  These include age, being in receipt of a 
qualifying social welfare payment for a specific period, be pursuing a full-time course of study 
leading to a recognised qualification in a recognised college and be progressing in the level of 
education with reference to the National Framework of Qualifications.  Once a person satisfies 
these conditions and a Departmental case officer agrees the course of study is in line with their 
personal progression plan, their BTEA will be approved.  

The average weekly payment to a BTEA participant during 2016 amounted to just over 
€196.  There are no restrictions on the number of participants who satisfy the BTEA criteria 
being supported by the scheme.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRAA02500Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

04/04/2017WRAA02600374. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if there have 
been internal recommendations in his Department to change the criteria for accessing back 
to education allowance; if he will consider allowing greater access to persons applying to the 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16607/17]

04/04/2017WRAA02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A person wishing to pursue a 
course of study under the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) scheme must satisfy a number 
of conditions.  These include age, being in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for a 
specific period, be pursuing a full-time course of study leading to a recognised qualification in 
a recognised college and be progressing in the level of education with reference to the National 
Framework of Qualifications, among others. 



Questions - Written Answers

316

The qualifying period for the second-level option is three months while the qualifying pe-
riod for third-level courses is nine months prior to the date of commencement of the course.  A 
person awarded statutory redundancy may access BTEA immediately, provided an entitlement 
to a relevant social welfare payment is established.

The BTEA confers entitlement to income support for an extended period while in full-time 
education.  There are no plans at present to modify the existing BTEA qualifying criteria for 
persons who are not in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for the required duration.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRAA02800Homemakers Scheme

04/04/2017WRAA02900375. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to extend 
the homemakers credits scheme prior to 1994; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16627/17]

04/04/2017WRAA03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The State pension is a very valu-
able benefit and is the bedrock of the Irish pension system.  There are two State pensions.  
Firstly, the State pension (non-contributory) is a means tested pension and is funded by general 
taxation.  Secondly, the State pension (contributory) is not means tested and is paid from the 
Social Insurance Fund. 

Therefore, it is important to ensure that those qualifying for a contributory pension have 
made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund over their working lives.  To ensure 
that the individual can maximise their entitlement to a State pension (contributory), all contri-
butions paid or credited over their working life from when they first enter insurable employ-
ment until pension age are taken into account when assessing their entitlement and the level of 
that entitlement. 

The home-makers scheme makes qualification for a higher rate of State pension (contribu-
tory) easier for those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  The scheme, which 
was introduced in and took effect for periods from 1994, allows up to 20 years spent caring for 
children under 12 years of age (or caring for incapacitated people over that age) to be disre-
garded when a person’s social insurance record is being averaged for pension purposes, subject 
to the standard qualifying conditions for State pension contributory also being satisfied.  This 
has the effect of increasing the yearly average of the pensioner, which is used to set the rate of 
their pension. 

My Department has estimated that the annual cost of extending the Homemakers scheme 
to allow people to avail of the full 20 years currently allowed under the scheme, encompassing 
periods prior to 1994, could cost some €290m in 2017, and this figure would rise at a faster rate 
than the rate of the overall cost of State pensions.  This is a very significant cost, and the main 
beneficiaries would be people who already have significant household means, and who do not 
therefore qualify for a means-tested payment.

Where someone does not qualify for a full rate contributory pension, they may qualify for 
an alternative payment.  If their spouse has a contributory pension, they may qualify for an 
Increase for a Qualified Adult amounting up to 90% of a full rate pension.  Alternatively, they 
may qualify for a State pension (non-contributory), which amounts up to 95% of the maximum 
contributory rate.  While this payment is subject to a household means-test, there are very sig-
nificant disregards which mean that over 70% of such pensioners qualify at the full rate.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRAA03100Disability Allowance Payments

04/04/2017WRAA03200376. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Social Protection if a disability allow-
ance payment will be made to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 17; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16644/17]

04/04/2017WRAA03300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm that my department received an application for disability allowance from this gentle-
man on 23 February 2017.  On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the 
claim a decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRAA03400JobPath Data

04/04/2017WRAA03500377. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the details of all 
the courses, including course providers, for which JobPath does and may provide funding in 
County Donegal, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16666/17]

04/04/2017WRAA03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Participants on JobPath receive 
intensive individual support over a period of up to 12 months to help them tackle barriers to 
employment and to find jobs.  As part of the JobPath process each person is assigned a personal 
advisor who assesses their skills, qualifications and experience with a particular focus on identi-
fying appropriate training and educational interventions in the context of potential employment 
opportunities 

The JobPath providers arrange for the delivery of a broad range of education and training 
courses with a particular and strong focus on upskilling the long term unemployed.  Some of 
these courses are provided in-house while others are provided by specialist training providers 
including the Education and Training Boards (ETBs).  In addition, JobPath participants may 
also apply for the Back to Education Allowance Scheme in order to pursue second and third 
level courses. 

In order to support JobPath providers in referring people to training and education, and to 
allow jobseekers to benefit fully from the JobPath service, the Department will extend the 12 
month JobPath referral period by the duration of any externally delivered approved training 
course.  This can be up to an additional 26 weeks. The JobPath companies remain in contact 
with the person while they are on such courses. 

For any long-term programmes of education such as a degree course the client is withdrawn 
from the JobPath service.  Clients who return to the live register following completion of their 
long-term course of education may be referred back to JobPath.

Attached is a breakdown of all the courses and the course providers which have been com-
pleted or in the process of completion by JobPath participants in Co Donegal to date.  Where ad-
ditional training requirements are identified for participants in the future, they will be facilitated 
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either through the existing course providers or another course provider as appropriate.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Details of All Courses and Course Providers in Co. Donegal

COURSE PROVIDER – DONEGAL ETB
Adult Basic Literacy/Numeracy
Basic Computer Skills
Information technology
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), 
Essential IT (QQI)
Early Childhood Care and Education 
Information Communications Technology (Level 4)
Literacy Skills
Computers & Internet ( Level 3)
PC Skills
Accounts executive Traineeship 
Book Keeping Manual & Computerised 
Horticulture Level 6
Door Security & Guarding Skills 
Word Processing QQI 4, IT SkillsQQI 4, Mathematics QQI 4, Business Calculations 
Special Needs Assistant
Hairdressing - refresher
FETAC Level 5 in Healthcare
I.T. for Beginners Course
FETAC Level 5 in Childcare
Software Tester Course
Software Developer Course
Basic English
Fetac Level 5 Care of the Elderly
Level 5 Fetac Childcare
Food Safety 
Nail Technology
Business admin 
Caring for Children with add needs 
Catering
Certificate in make up
Customer Care Course 
Digital Photography 
Door security
Early Childhood Care and Education 
ECDL
Fetac Level 5 Care of the Elderly
FETAC Level 5 in Childcare
FETAC Level 5 in Healthcare
FETAC Level 5 Special Needs 
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COURSE PROVIDER – DONEGAL ETB
Ground Works
Guarding Skills & Door Security 
Hairdressing
Healthcare Support
Horticulture
I.T. for Beginners Course
Leaving Certificate
Literacy and Numeracy
Multimedia Digital Course
QQI Level 3 ICT Course
Software Developer Course
Software Tester Course
Sport & Exercise 
Supervisory Management
Surf Instructor and Beach Lifeguard
Technical Employability
Train the Trainer 
Welding Course
Forklift (Counterbalance)

Course Provider - Congress Resource Centre Letterkenny
Self Employment
Basic computer course

Course Provider - Swilly Group Letterkenny
CPC Training
Tachographic training
ADR Training
Truck and Bus Training
Transport Manager training

Course Provider - Safetech
Train the trainer
Leadership Development course
Safety Representative
Safety &Health t work
Care for the older person.
Abrasive wheel
Work at heights
People Moving & Handling
Manual Handling
Safe pass
Confined Space awareness 
Signing, lighting &guarding t Road works
Manager Safety for Construction mangers
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Course Provider - Safetech
Occupational First aid
360 Excavator
Dumper truck license
Slinger/ Signaller
Telescopic Handler
Tractor licence
Excavator licence
Forklift licence
Cherry picker licence
Gantry Crane
Lorry mounted Crane 
Farm safety
Child Protection awareness 

Course Provider - alison.com  via E-College
English Language
I.T. for Beginners Course
Introduction to Banking 
Microsoft PowerPoint
Microsoft Word
Time Management Skills

Course Provider - ecollege.ie
Reception and Front Office Skills
70-410 Installing and Configuring Windows Server 2012 - N29
Accounts Technician
Administration Microsoft SQL Server 2012 Database 
Adobe in Design
Changing career to the IT Sector
Cisco Interconnecting Network Devices
CompTIA A+ 900 course
CompTIA Network+ N10-006 (19N
CompTIA Security SYO 401
Digital Marketing
Diploma in Accounting and Business (ACCA)
Domestic App Course 
ECDL 
ECollege Microsoft Excel
ECollege Microsoft Office Specialist
ECollege Microsoft SQL Server
ECollege Microsoft Word
HACCAP
HACCP Training 
Health & Safety 
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Course Provider - ecollege.ie
Health and Safety including Manual Handling - E College course code - 08811
Installing and Configuring Windows Server 2012
Irish Course
Java Associate Developer
Java Foundation
Java Junior Foundations Certified
Java Web 
Manual Handling
Manual Handling & HACCP 
Microsoft Office 
Microsoft Office Specialist
Microsoft PowerPoint
MOS Excel Core
MOS word expert
MS Office PowerPoint 2013 – 51N
MSCA Windows OS Fundamentals-Ex
MTA Database Admin Fundamentals
Professional Diploma in Digital Marketing - 08435
Project Management 
Visual Communication using Adobe Photoshop
Web Authoring using adobe Dreamweaver - Online 
Web Design with Adobe
Java Programming
Visual Communication using Adobe 
Changing career to the IT Sector
Microsoft Office Specialist
ECollege Microsoft Excel
ECollege Microsoft Office Specialist
ECollege Microsoft SQL Server
ECollege Microsoft Word

Course Provider - JobPath provider -  internal course
CV workshop
Application workshop 
Personal  Marketing
 Interview Techniques
Moving on Gateway
Developing Group & Teamwork Skills
The World of Work
Effective Communication 
Self-employment Gateway
Back to Work Gateway
Confidence Building
Customer Service Workshop



Questions - Written Answers

322

Course Provider - JobPath provider -  internal course
Admin & Office Practice
Personal confidence & Self Awareness
Basic Computers
SWOT Analysis for Job Hunters.
Effective Job search
Basic  IT 
Online Tools
Making the most of JobPath.
1-2-1 Business Plan advice
1-2-1 Sessions - based on client demand
1-2-1 Personal Pr0gression Plan
1-2-1 interview preparation.
Abintegro  - Seetec on line activities and short courses (over 500 activities)

04/04/2017WRBB00150Invalidity Pension Applications

04/04/2017WRBB00200378. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when consider-
ation will be given to granting invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16674/17]

04/04/2017WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 23 February 
2017.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 20 April 2017.  Any arrears due 
from 23 February 2017 to 19 April 2017 (less any overlapping social welfare payment and/or 
outstanding overpayment) will issue in due course.  The gentleman in question was notified of 
this decision on 3 April 2017.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRBB00350Rural Social Scheme Data

04/04/2017WRBB00400379. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of par-
ticipants on the rural social scheme at present; his plans to increase participation throughout 
2017 and 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16756/17]

04/04/2017WRBB00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The rural social scheme (RSS) 
provides employment opportunities for low income farmers and fishermen who are currently 
in receipt of specified social welfare payments.  While communities benefit from the skills and 
talents of local farmers and fishermen, participants have the opportunity to improve existing 
skills, or develop new skills. 

In January last, in recognition of the significant work undertaken in rural communities under 
the Scheme, I announced, as part of the social welfare budget package for 2017, an additional 
500 places for the scheme.  These places became available with effect from 1st February 2017 
and bring the total number of participant places available on RSS to 3,100.  

As of 24th March 2017, there were 2,632 participants on RSS.  The remaining additional 
places will be rolled out over the coming months.  



4 April 2017

323

The question of further additional places will be considered in the context of future Budgets. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

04/04/2017WRBB00550Household Benefits Scheme

04/04/2017WRBB00600380. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will consider rein-
stating the phone allowance for older persons in view of the fact that for areas with poor recep-
tion it was suitable to have a landline; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16784/17]

04/04/2017WRBB00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The savings arising from the 
initial reduction and subsequent discontinuance of the telephone allowance meant that my De-
partment was able to retain the other valuable elements of the household benefits package such 
as the electricity and gas allowance and the television licence.  My Department will spend 
approximately €232 million this year on these elements of the household benefits package for 
over 425,000 customers.  The cost of the telephone allowance scheme had risen significantly 
each year, as the number of eligible customers grew.  At the end of September 2013 there were 
almost 396,000 receiving the telephone allowance compared to approximately 316,000 people 
in 2007.  This was an increase of 25%, or an average increase of approximately 4% per annum. 

The Government is keenly aware of the impact of Budget decisions on the Department’s 
clients, and strives to ensure that the money available is targeted in the most effective way.  In 
Budget 2016, the first increase in the basic rate of the State pension in seven years was given.  
This increased the personal rate of the State pension (non-contributory) to €222, and that of the 
State pension (contributory) to €233.30.  There was also a €2.50 increase in the rate of the Fuel 
Allowance, from €20 to €22.50 per week.  

In Budget 2017, I announced a further increase in the rate of State pensions by €5, bring-
ing the maximum personal rate of the State pension (non-contributory) to €227, and that of the 
State pension (contributory) to €238.30.  

Therefore, over the past two Budgets, the maximum weekly rate for State Pensions has 
increased by €8 per week, which is the equivalent of over €34 per month.  The value of these 
increases is significantly in excess of the value of the telephone allowance previously provided.

Any decision to restore the telephone allowance would have to be considered in the con-
text of overall budgetary negotiations.  To date, the Government has concentrated additional 
resources on increasing the rate of the pension, rather than on the Household Benefits package.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRBB00750Exceptional Needs Payment Data

04/04/2017WRBB00800381. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
exceptional needs payments made under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme towards 
funeral expenses in excess of €1,500 per person, by county for 2015 and 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16787/17]

04/04/2017WRBB00900382. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Social Protection the position with 
regard to assistance towards funeral expenses in circumstances (details supplied); if he will 
consider an exceptional needs payment towards the full funeral expenses in such cases; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16788/17]
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04/04/2017WRBB01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
381 and 382 together. 

Under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, my Department may make a 
single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen ex-
penditure which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  
The Government has provided €31.5 million for ENPs and urgent needs payments (UNPs) in 
2017. 

An application can be made under the ENP scheme for assistance with funeral and burial 
expenses.  An ENP is a means tested payment payable at the discretion of the officers admin-
istering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant 
circumstances of the applicant and that of the deceased person including any savings, property, 
insurance policies, etc.  The Department official will also consider if a bereavement payment is 
available from any other source including former employer, credit union or trade union. 

In addition, the Department may provide for the burial of a person who has died and in re-
spect of whose burial suitable arrangements are not otherwise being made.  In such cases, the 
Department may meet all expenses necessarily incurred in the burial of a person.  The Depart-
ment may obtain repayment of those expenses from the estate of the deceased person or from 
any person who was liable to maintain the deceased person immediately before his or her death.  
The Deputy is advised that any person who considers that they may have an entitlement to an 
ENP towards funeral and burial costs under the SWA scheme should contact the Department so 
that the specific circumstances can be examined in detail. 

The tabular statement below contains the number of payments in excess of €1,500 paid 
under the ENP scheme in respect of funerals and burials in 2015 and 2016 on a county basis.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement:  Number of ENP payments in excess of €1,500 in respect of Funerals 
and Burials, 2015-2016

County 2015 2016
Carlow 14 30
Cavan 18 24
Clare 7 14
Cork 143 219
Donegal 12 21
Dublin 881 913
Galway 63 46
Kerry 42 33
Kildare 93 92
Kilkenny 26 31
Laois 29 32
Leitrim 0 2
Limerick 97 90
Longford 21 17
Louth 81 65
Mayo 36 52
Meath 34 45
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County 2015 2016
Monaghan 20 16
Offaly 33 39
Roscommon 28 18
Sligo 6 7
Tipperary 74 66
Waterford 54 33
Westmeath 38 42
Wexford 10 13
Wicklow 65 59
Total 1,925 2,019

04/04/2017WRBB01050Northern Ireland

04/04/2017WRBB01100383. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps he 
will take in the event of the electorate of Northern Ireland voting to join the Republic; if a refer-
endum is required here to allow for such a move; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16040/17]

04/04/2017WRBB01200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The full implemen-
tation of the Good Friday Agreement and subsequent agreements is a priority for my Depart-
ment and indeed the Government as a whole.  In this context we are of course also guided by the 
aspiration contained in Article 3 of the Constitution as amended by the people in 1998.  

The principle of consent and the possibility of a change in constitutional status in Northern 
Ireland is a fundamental part of the Good Friday Agreement, which was endorsed by the people 
of this island North and South.  The trigger for a referendum in this jurisdiction is connected 
with the calling of a border poll, under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement, in Northern 
Ireland.  This occurs when the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland considers it likely that a 
majority of those voting would express a wish that Northern Ireland should cease to be part of 
the United Kingdom and form part of a united Ireland.  At present, the Government does not 
believe it likely that such a border poll in Northern Ireland in the near future would result in 
constitutional change; that is also the view of the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.  In 
those circumstances, such a poll now might only increase uncertainty and division at an already 
difficult and sensitive time.  

In the event of any such referendum in the future, the Government would proceed according 
to the requirements of the Constitution and in accordance with the principles and procedures of 
the Good Friday Agreement.  The Deputy will appreciate that the prospect of any such referen-
dum in the future would be a most significant step for the Government and for the country and 
could only proceed on the basis of extensive preparation and appropriate consultation.

There are of course aspects of this constitutional issue which relate to my Department’s 
ongoing work.  In the context of Brexit, the Government has made clear its determination to 
ensure respect for all aspects of the Good Friday Agreement, including those relating to a pos-
sible change in constitutional status for Northern Ireland, regardless of the UK’s status within 
the EU.   

04/04/2017WRBB01225Passport Applications
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04/04/2017WRBB01300384. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact police officers in the UK have been ordered to refuse to sign 
passport renewal applications for Irish citizens seeking Irish passport renewals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16042/17]

04/04/2017WRBB01400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
has an extensive list of eligible witnesses for passport application forms for citizens who are 
resident outside of Ireland.  This list is available on the Passport Service website at www.
dfa.ie/irish-embassy/great-britain/passports/top-passport-questions/how-to-get-your-passport-
application-witnessed/.  It is not a requirement to know the applicant, but to be satisfied as to 
his or her identity.

The Passport Service is not aware of new instructions relating to witnessing issued to the 
police authorities in the United Kingdom.  However, it should be noted that there is no obliga-
tion on any witness to undertake the role.  

As part of the Passport Reform Programme, an online passport application service is now 
available for adult Irish citizens renewing their passport.  This service allows citizens to renew 
their passport books and cards online from wherever they are in the world.  It removes the re-
quirement to have a paper form witnessed and is a fast, secure and convenient way to renew a 
passport.

04/04/2017WRBB01450Foreign Conflicts

04/04/2017WRBB01500385. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the efforts 
being made to address the ongoing conflict in Yemen; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16134/17]

04/04/2017WRBB01600386. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the efforts 
being made to prevent children’s rights being violated in Yemen; the actions that have been 
taken in circumstances in which it is found that violations have occurred; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16135/17]

04/04/2017WRBB01700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 385 and 386 together. 

I have been monitoring Yemen with concern, in particular in recent months as the humani-
tarian situation has reached crisis point.  The war has entered into its third year, the country is 
on the brink of famine, the political process has stalled and, despite recent conclusions by the 
UN Panel of Experts on Yemen that an outright military victory by either side is no longer a 
realistic possibility, fighting continues with increasingly devastating consequences for the civil-
ian population.

Yemen was on the agenda of the Foreign Affairs Council in Luxembourg yesterday.  We 
agreed Council Conclusions reaffirming the EU’s serious concern about the Yemeni situation, 
and urging the parties to lay down arms and negotiate a peace agreement.  We also called on 
them to facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance.  Along with my European colleagues, 
we confirmed our commitment to increasing the EU’s engagement with Yemen, once a political 
solution to the conflict is agreed.  

The Conclusions made special reference to children who, along with women and other 
vulnerable groups, are paying the heaviest price in this war.  Of particular concern are reports 
emerging of violations of the rights of the child, recruitment of child soldiers, and attacks on 
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schools and health facilities, which deny children access to education and health care.  Nearly 
four fifths of all Yemeni children need humanitarian assistance, and UNICEF estimates that at 
least one child dies every ten minutes from preventable causes.  The only way to improve the 
outlook for these children is to put an end to the conflict.  

UN Special Envoy for Yemen, Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, announced last week that a 
new framework for peace negotiations has been presented to the warring parties.  The Special 
Envoy called on the International Community to encourage the parties to make the concessions 
necessary for a peace agreement.  As is often the case, Ireland’s voice is stronger when raised 
in conjunction with our EU partners, and the EU has made clear that it will increase its efforts 
to support UN actions to reach a political settlement to this crisis.  

I have also discussed Yemen with the UAE Minister for Foreign Affairs, Abdullah bin Za-
yed Al Nahyan, and with the Saudi Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Dr Nizar bin Obaid 
Madani.  I raised concerns about the appalling humanitarian situation in Yemen resulting from 
the conflict and about attacks which have directly impacted on civilians.    

We will also continue to provide humanitarian assistance to Yemen.  Ireland has been a 
significant donor to the crisis, giving almost €6 million since the conflict began.  We intend 
to maintain a similar level of support in 2017, and Ireland will attend a High-Level Pledging 
Conference for Yemen in Geneva on 25 April, jointly hosted by Sweden, Switzerland and the 
OCHA.  

Finally, this conflict has been characterised by allegations of violations of human rights, 
including rights of the child, and international humanitarian law.  Ireland has been consistent in 
calling for an impartial, international investigation into these reports.  Unfortunately, consen-
sus at an international level to launch such an investigation has not been possible.  However, 
through the EU, we will continue to call on all parties to this conflict to co-operate with the 
National Commission of Inquiry, as well as with the enhanced OHCHR Yemen Office, and to 
allow investigators full access to all parts of Yemen.  Ireland will continue to call for all alleged 
violations of human rights and international humanitarian law to be investigated, and for those 
found guilty of violations to be held accountable.  

04/04/2017WRBB01750Foreign Conflicts

04/04/2017WRBB01800387. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on recent events in Mosul; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16234/17]

04/04/2017WRBB01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I deeply regret the 
deaths of all civilians in every military conflict.  

I am conscious of multiple reports, including from civilians in Mosul, claiming that Daesh 
is deliberately using civilians as human shields.  

I am also aware of the reports that airstrikes by the US-led counter-ISIS coalition have led 
to a significant number of civilian deaths in Mosul last month.

I would also note that the liberation of Mosul, from a terrorist group which a UN body has 
found responsible for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide, has been legally man-
dated by the UN Security Council under resolution 2249, which calls on UN Member States to 
“prevent and suppress terrorist acts committed specifically by ISIL” and “to eradicate the safe 
haven they have established over significant parts of Iraq and Syria”.  
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Security operations taking place against Daesh inside Iraq are also conducted under the 
legal authority of the sovereign Government of Iraq. 

However, international humanitarian law is clear: parties to the conflict, all parties, are 
obliged to do everything possible to protect civilians.

I understand that the details of what exactly happened in Western Mosul on 17 March are 
not yet entirely clear and I welcome US Central Command’s announcement of an investigation 
to establish the facts.  It is our hope that the results of this investigation will help to prevent 
future loss of civilian life in Mosul and elsewhere as the Global Coalition and the Iraqi govern-
ment work to rid the country of the scourge of ISIS.

04/04/2017WRBB01950UN Resolutions

04/04/2017WRBB02000388. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the de-
velopments at EU and international level since the UN Security Council Resolution 2334 was 
adopted on 23 December 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16235/17]

04/04/2017WRBB02100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Security Council 
Resolution 2334 was an important restatement of principles in relation to the Middle East con-
flict, particularly as relates to Israeli settlements in Palestinian territory.  The Resolution stated 
that these settlements have no legal validity and are a major obstacle to peace; it called for an 
immediate end to settlement activities, and underlined negative trends operating on the ground.  
It also called on all states to distinguish in their dealings between the State of Israel and the oc-
cupied territory.

In all these aspects the Resolution echoed the positions already taken by the European 
Union, to which Ireland had made a significant contribution.  I very much welcomed and sup-
ported this important Resolution by the Security Council. 

The broader international community also expressed itself at the Paris Conference on the 
Middle East, which I attended on 15 January.  The conference Declaration focused on inter-
national support for the two state solution and for the principles that must underlie any peace 
agreement, and called for an end to unilateral actions that hinder the realisation of that goal. 

Resolution 2334 and the Paris Declaration together constituted a clear statement of the poli-
cies and positions of the international community as a whole.

Going forward, however, it is evident that the political process to reach an agreement on 
these lines is stalled. The initiative by France which culminated in the Paris Conference helped 
focus attention on the difficulty but could not restore momentum to the process.

The position of the new US Administration will obviously be an important factor in the next 
developments, but this has not yet become clear. 

Ireland continues to participate actively, both in my own interventions at the Foreign Affairs 
Council and at official level, in EU level discussions on how to defend and reactivate the two 
state solution.

04/04/2017WRBB02150Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRBB02200389. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his De-
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partment has received any additional funding or requested additional funding to help meet the 
challenge of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16236/17]

04/04/2017WRBB02300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Article 50 
process for the UK exit from the EU has now formally commenced.  Since the UK Referendum 
result last year my Department, like other Government Departments, has been preparing for and 
engaging on the Brexit process.  The 2017 Allocation for my Department included an initial 
allocation to support the Brexit negotiation process. 

Specifically my Department received an additional allocation of €3.2M which facilitated the 
transfer back to my Department from the Department of the Taoiseach of 14 staff to facilitate 
the establishment of a new and enlarged EU Division which has overall responsibility for the 
management of the Brexit negotiations.  In addition programme funds to support the second-
ment of Irish staff to the EU institutions and enhanced public communications and debate on 
the EU issues were also transferred.   

It is clear that these exit negotiations will be complex and intensive.  The Department has 
therefore allocated an additional budget of €2M from the extra allocation provided as part of the 
2018 Budget process.  This budget will be used to increase the number of staff assigned to the 
management and support of the negotiations and to increase the level of support provided to our 
colleagues across all Government Departments and agencies.  This will result in the assignment 
of additional staff resources to our missions in Brussels, London, Paris, and Berlin and in the 
Department here in Dublin.  Some of these additional resources have already been put in place, 
with the remainder to follow in the immediate period ahead. 

It is becoming clearer that there are other implications arising from Brexit that the Depart-
ment will need to manage.  There has been a sustained increase in passport applications from 
Britain and Northern Ireland follow the UK vote to leave the EU last June.  In addition there has 
been a substantial and sustained increase in the number of Foreign Birth Registrations (that is, 
the process of acquiring citizenship through an Irish-born grandparent) right across the world.  

My Department is continually monitoring the additional needs associated with management 
of this Brexit process and engaging with the Department for Public Expenditure and Reform.

04/04/2017WRBB02350Consular Services Provision

04/04/2017WRBB02400390. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the dis-
cussions he has had on new embassies opening here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16237/17]

04/04/2017WRBB02500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I warmly welcome 
the recent decisions by New Zealand and Peru to open resident Embassies in Dublin.  

Working with like-minded countries to achieve our common goals has always been a cor-
nerstone of our foreign policy.  Resident Embassies are an important resource in this regard as 
they allow us to deepen our understanding of the local context and to communicate clearly and 
effectively our priorities and concerns.  

The positive decisions taken by two important international partners to open Embassies here 
reflect the increasing economic, political and people to people links that Ireland enjoys with 
both countries.  We share values, co-operating closely constructively within the UN on global 
priorities such as climate change and human rights.  We also enjoy growing bilateral interests, 
including increased trade.  Ireland’s place at the heart of the EU is now of growing importance 
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to our international partners.

My New Zealand counterpart, Murray McCully, visited Dublin in January and we discussed 
then the possibility of his government deciding to open an Embassy here.  I am delighted that 
Minister McCully announced on 24th March that New Zealand will open an Embassy in Dub-
lin.  This decision testifies to the ever growing political, economic and cultural links between 
our two countries.   As Minister McCully noted when he announced the decision to open an 
Embassy, our countries enjoy a very warm relationship which is underpinned by our shared 
values.  We work closely together on issues such as climate change, disarmament, and human 
rights, and are also both members of the Small Advanced Economies Initiative.  The new Em-
bassy will help us to deepen our friendship, strengthen our co-operation and further develop our 
trade and economic links.  

The announcement by Peru’s government of its decision to establish an Embassy in Dublin 
was made shortly before President Higgins made an official visit to Peru.  When the President, 
accompanied by my colleague Minister Varadkar, met with Peru’s President, Foreign Minis-
ter and other Ministers, the decision by Peru to establish an Embassy in Dublin was warmly 
welcomed.  My Peruvian counterpart, Ricardo Luna Mendoza, extended to me recently St. 
Patrick’s Day greetings and he took that opportunity to express his strong conviction that the 
opening of an Embassy of Peru in Dublin will contribute to enhancing our bilateral relations 
and also to our collaboration on common global interests such as democracy, human rights, the 
rule of law and trade.  I share fully Minister Luna’s objectives and I look forward to working 
with him and his officials in the period ahead.

04/04/2017WRCC0010004/04/2017WRCC00150EU Migration Crisis

04/04/2017WRCC00200391. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the status 
of the EU Libya deal on migration and refugees; if he has satisfied himself that Libya is a safe 
country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16238/17]

04/04/2017WRCC00300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The migration cri-
sis has been one of the greatest challenges facing the EU for the past two years.  Migration 
was the main focus of the informal European Council held in Malta on 3 February, at which a 
Declaration addressing the external aspects of migration was issued.  The Declaration restates 
the EU’s commitment to assist Libya.  Priority is to be given to supporting the Libyan national 
coast guard; ensuring adequate reception capacities and conditions for migrants; supporting the 
International Organisation for Migration (IOM) in stepping up assisted voluntary return activi-
ties; and enhancing information campaigns and outreach addressed at migrants in Libya and 
other countries of origin and transit.  Priority will also be given to reducing pressure on Libya’s 
land border, including through enhanced border management capacity; monitoring of alterna-
tive routes and possible diversion of smugglers’ activities; supporting initiatives by Member 
States directly engaged with Libya; and deepening dialogue and co-operation with neighbour-
ing countries. 

Ireland along with its EU partners is very concerned about the conditions of migrants and 
refugees in Libya.  The issue was addressed at the most recent Foreign Affairs Council.  The 
EU called on the Libyan authorities to redouble their efforts to improve the human rights situ-
ation in the country.  The EU is committed to assisting the Libyan authorities in this endeavour 
by enhancing the protection of migrants, helping to improve conditions in detention centres, 
ensuring adequate reception facilities, looking for alternatives to detention, and increasing as-
sisted voluntary return from Libya.  The EU will make use of the EU Emergency Trust Fund for 
Africa and will increase co-operation with the IOM and the Office of the High Commissioner 
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for Refugees in support of these commitments.  

There is no “deal” with Libya.  Rather the EU is proposing a number of ways to help Libya 
to manage and control the flow of migrants risking their lives.  The EU will continue to be 
guided by its commitment to human rights and humanitarian concerns in this regard.

04/04/2017WRCC00350EU Migration Crisis

04/04/2017WRCC00400392. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the EU 
is planning new arrangements with third countries on migration and refugees; the steps that are 
taken before such arrangements are agreed, to ensure that the rights of refugees are upheld; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16239/17]

04/04/2017WRCC00500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The EU has re-
sponded to the migration crisis by adopting a suite of measures, including engaging with coun-
tries of origin and transit to address the root causes of migration.  Draft ‘Migration Compacts’ 
have been drawn up for the first five priority countries identified under the Migration Partner-
ship Framework: Niger, Nigeria, Mali, Senegal and Ethiopia.

The objective of these Migration Compacts is to improve cooperation on readmission and 
return of those not entitled to reside in the EU; to prevent irregular migration and counter smug-
gling and trafficking in human beings; to reinforce the current international protection system 
for refugees in the partner countries; and, crucially, to address the root causes of irregular 
migration.   Ireland has consistently been clear in all discussions on the EU’s response to the 
migration crisis that addressing the root causes is essential.   

Engagement with the five priority countries continues to develop, and the third progress re-
port – showing tangible progress - was presented by the European Commission to the European 
Parliament, European Council and the Foreign Affairs Council in March 2017. 

Ireland supports Migration Compacts as a key instrument to stem irregular migration and 
prevent human trafficking and we will continue to engage positively in the process.  We are 
working particularly closely with Ethiopia, one of the five priority countries identified, and one 
of Irish Aid’s key partner countries.

Human rights and humanitarian values are at the core of the EU and Member States’ ap-
proach under the Partnership Framework.  The EU and its Member States are committed to en-
hancing human rights safeguards in all negotiations on migration and mobility and to ensuring 
cooperation frameworks with third countries are built on these principles.

04/04/2017WRCC00550Overseas Development Aid

04/04/2017WRCC00600393. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the way in 
which the level of overseas aid is decided each year; and the criteria that determine the eligible 
projects. [16315/17]

04/04/2017WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): The Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s overseas aid programme, and 
to its place at the heart of our foreign policy.  In the Programme for Government we have set 
out our ambition to make progress towards the UN target of providing 0.7% of GNP to Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) as resources permit.  
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Over the past two years we have managed to increase funding allocations for ODA, pro-
viding an increase of €40 million in 2016 and a further €10 million for 2017.  The total 2017 
allocation for ODA is €651 million.  

Annual Budget allocations for ODA, as with all public expenditure, are a matter for Gov-
ernment, and are set in the context of available resources, our commitments and the compet-
ing budgetary demands.  For 2018, when the Estimates process begins, I and the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade will be making the strongest possible case for a continued increase 
in the allocation to ODA.  

Our priorities for the aid Programme are very clearly laid out in our policy - “One World 
One Future”.  In line with our commitment to the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, our aid programme is sharply focused on delivering our goals of reducing poverty 
and hunger, promoting inclusive and sustainable growth and building more equitable and better 
systems of governance, particularly in our key partner countries.   

Detailed financial allocations are made annually across the aid programme in response to 
existing needs, humanitarian crises and overall programme priorities.  Clear criteria are in place 
to inform the budget allocation process.  Sub-Saharan Africa remains our priority region, where 
we direct assistance to the poorest communities, particularly in our key partner countries.  Our 
aid programme focuses on delivering real and sustainable improvements to the lives of some of 
the world poorest and most vulnerable people in the areas of basic health, education, agricul-
ture, and food production.  

Grants to partners are made to support development and humanitarian programmes.  Eli-
gible partners include civil society organisations and missionary organisations, multilateral or-
ganisations and national and local governments in partner countries.  All partners are assessed 
to ensure that they have the appropriate governance systems in place, that they can ensure 
proper accountability of funds and that they have the capacity to deliver effectively.

04/04/2017WRCC00707EU Issues

04/04/2017WRCC00800394. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his De-
partment has or is in the process of preparing an analysis on a country basis of the way and the 
sectors in which Ireland can build on its bilateral relationships with the remaining EU member 
states; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16320/17]

04/04/2017WRCC00900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government is 
committed to deepening and broadening its existing good relationships with all other EU Mem-
ber States.  I would emphasise that, while we have never been part of a geographical subgroup, 
ever since joining the then EEC in 1973 we have worked closely with on a sector-by-sector or 
issue-by-issue basis with like-minded partners.  Much of this work takes place between Perma-
nent Representations in Brussels and in the margins of Councils but capital-to-capital contact 
is also important.

Substantial analysis of how best to develop this further, both by country and by sector, has 
already been undertaken.  The extensive programme of meetings at political and official levels 
with all other Member States on Brexit has also underscored the importance of networking with 
partners.  Discussions with many Member States have revealed that they too are very mindful 
of the need to intensify alliances post-Brexit and are also looking at how best to do so.  Some of 
them, especially those whose broad approach to economic issues such as trade and the digital 
single market is consistently similar to ours, have expressed an interest in co-operating further 
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with us.  In other areas, views and potential alliances may shift according to the specific issue 
under discussion, with the Member States concerned taking a common approach for different 
national reasons.  

We will continue to develop our engagement with other Member States including through 
regular bilateral contact at both political and official level and through the effective use of our 
diplomatic network, above all the Permanent Representation in Brussels.

04/04/2017WRCC00950Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRCC01000395. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if consid-
eration has been given to the need for new formal structures to be established to facilitate dia-
logue between the British and Irish Governments post Brexit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16321/17]

04/04/2017WRCC01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland has strong 
relationships with both the EU and the UK and we firmly intend to maintain both in the new 
environment which will exist following the UK’s exit.  There are numerous channels for Irish-
British engagement, some of which were developed in the context of the Good Friday Agree-
ment and some of which were established more recently.  All will be used to the full, not least 
given the UK’s exit from the European Union.    

These channels include the British Irish Council (BIC), the British-Irish Intergovernmental 
Conference (BIIGC), the British Irish Parliamentary Assembly (BIPA) and a formal process 
established in 2012 involving summits between the Taoiseach and the UK Prime Minister, sup-
ported by a Joint Work Programme managed at official level by the heads of all government 
departments in Dublin and London.  At political level, there are ongoing and frequent contacts 
between myself and my ministerial colleagues and our UK counterparts. 

The last summit meeting of the British Irish Council was held in Cardiff in November 2016, 
and the next summit is scheduled to take place in Northern Ireland in June 2017.  These summit 
meetings have been complemented by regular meetings for the specific work sectors. 

BIC meetings such as these provide Ireland with valuable opportunities to engage with 
devolved administrations.  We take care in particular to maintain close contacts with the Scot-
tish and Welsh governments, with First Minister Sturgeon visiting Dublin late in 2016 and the 
Taoiseach meeting with the Welsh First Minister in Cardiff in recent weeks. 

Parliamentary links are also vitally important and must continue in earnest given the UK’s 
exit from the EU.  I look forward to addressing the next plenary meeting of the British-Irish 
Parliamentary Assembly, to be held in Kilkenny in May 2017.  BIPA Committees continue to 
meet regularly to examine areas of shared importance across the BIPA member jurisdictions 
(Ireland, the UK, Northern Ireland, Wales, Scotland and the Crown Dependencies), including 
Brexit, while the regular interaction between other parliamentary committees is to be welcomed 
and encouraged. 

04/04/2017WRCC01125EU Conventions

04/04/2017WRCC01200396. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if a firm 
commitment has been received from the UK Prime Minister, Mrs. May, on Britain’s intention to 
remain in the European Convention of Human Rights in view of the fact that withdrawal from 
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this convention would have implications for the implementation of the Good Friday Agree-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16333/17]

04/04/2017WRCC01300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As co-guarantor 
of the Good Friday Agreement, the Government takes very seriously its responsibility to safe-
guard its institutions and principles, including in the area of human rights.  The protection of hu-
man rights in Northern Ireland law, incorporating the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR), is one of the key principles underpinning the Good Friday Agreement. 

At their first meeting in London on 26 July 2016, the Taoiseach and Prime Minister May 
reaffirmed that the Good Friday Agreement is and will remain the foundation for co-operation 
between the Irish and British Governments on Northern Ireland.  It is important to underline 
that the ECHR system is separate and distinct from the European Union, and current process of 
the UK exit from the European Union has no impact on the UK’s participation in that system.  
In this regard, I welcome the clarification last week in the UK Government’s White Paper on 
withdrawal from the EU that it has no plans to withdraw from the European Convention on 
Human Rights.

In the crucial area of human rights it is important that both Governments do all they can 
to engender confidence by demonstrating their commitment to both the letter and spirit of the 
Agreement.  In Northern Ireland, the human rights provisions support the confidence and will-
ingness of all communities to participate in the agreed political institutions of the Agreement 
and ensure that every citizen is guaranteed equal status and equal protection under law. 

The Good Friday Agreement is clear that there is an obligation to incorporate the European 
Convention on Human Rights into Northern Ireland law and this is a continuing obligation.  The 
Government has underlined this obligation in the context of British Government proposals, not 
connected with Brexit, to repeal the UK Human Rights Act, which incorporates the ECHR into 
domestic law, and to introduce a domestic Bill of Rights.  In this regard, the Government has 
stressed to the British Government the importance of fully meeting its human rights obligations 
under the Good Friday Agreement and will continue to monitor the situation closely.

04/04/2017WRCC01350Irish Prisoners Abroad

04/04/2017WRCC01400397. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will re-
port on his efforts to secure the release of a person (details supplied) from prison in Egypt; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16339/17]

04/04/2017WRCC01500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): This consular case 
continues to be a matter of top priority for the Government and exceptional levels of resources 
are being devoted to the provision of consular support to the citizen and his family.  The Gov-
ernment is doing everything it possibly can in our ongoing engagement with the Egyptian 
authorities to seek to have this young man returned to his home and his family at the earliest 
possible time.  

The Government has repeatedly appealed to the Egyptian Government to release this young 
man, and has stressed in particular the humanitarian grounds for returning him to Ireland.  The 
Taoiseach has made repeated representation to Egypt’s President el-Sisi, and I have raised the 
case on many occasions with my counterpart, Foreign Minister Shoukry.  We have called for 
him to be released under the terms of Egyptian Decree 140; we have called for him to be re-
leased under the so-called ‘Youth Amnesty’ scheme, and we have made the case for his release 
on humanitarian grounds.  The Egyptian Government’s consistent response has been that it can-
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not intervene while the matter is before the courts, and that the President can only consider the 
use of the discretionary powers that he has to release this citizen when the trial has ended and a 
verdict has been decided by the judges.  

The Government maintains open lines of communication at all levels with the Egyptian 
Government on the case.  I once again urged the Egyptian Government to release this citizen 
without further delay when I met with my Egyptian counterpart, Foreign Minister Shoukry, in 
Brussels on March 6th while the Taoiseach again wrote to the Egyptian President in recent days.

We have made it clear to the Egyptian authorities that we hold them responsible for ensuring 
this citizen’s welfare while he remains in their custody by carrying out regular medical checks 
and providing all required medical treatment.  

Our Embassy in Cairo has paid an unprecedented number of consular visits to this citizen.  
The most recent consular visit was on March 29th.  

The trial in which this citizen is a defendant will be back in court on 5 April.  Officials from 
the Irish Embassy will be present in the court to observe the proceedings, as they have been at 
every hearing in the case to date.

04/04/2017WRCC01550Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRCC01600398. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of requests his Department received for material to be made available in Braille format in each 
of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by his De-
partment; the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation service. 
[16387/17]

04/04/2017WRCC01700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
has not received any requests for material to be made available in braille format in each of the 
years 2014 to 2016. 

04/04/2017WRCC01750Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

04/04/2017WRCC01800399. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 69 of 25 January 2017, if he has had further discussions with the 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with the British Foreign Secretary on the need 
for the British Government to respond positively and without further delay to the unanimous 
requests of Dáil Éireann to provide access to papers and files pertaining to the Dublin and 
Monaghan bombings of 1974; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16589/17]

04/04/2017WRCC01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Dealing with long-
outstanding issues relating to the legacy of the conflict in Northern Ireland are of the utmost 
importance to me as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and for the Government.  The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government highlights this commitment, making specific reference 
to pursuing the issue of the Dublin Monaghan bombings.   

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted in this House on 25 
May last year has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British Govern-
ment.  These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, inter-
national judicial figure to all original documents relating to the bombings.
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The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions, and has consistently raised the issue with the British Government.  The Taoiseach 
has raised the issue with Prime Minister May, emphasising the Government’s continued support 
for the Dáil motions.  I have also raised the matter on a number of occasions with the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, James Brokenshire, and am actively engaging with the British 
Government on an ongoing basis, as are my officials.  

In our discussions, I have advised Secretary of State Brokenshire that the Dáil motions rep-
resent the consensus political view in Ireland that an independent, international judicial review 
of all the relevant documents is required to establish the full facts of the Dublin Monaghan 
atrocities.  I have also underlined to the Secretary of State that the absence of a response from 
the British Government is of deep concern to the Government and indeed this House, and em-
phasised the urgent need for a response from the British Government.

Secretary of State Brokenshire has acknowledged the importance that the Government and 
Dáil Éireann attach to this case, but indicated that the British Government is still considering 
how it could respond in a way which would adequately address the motions and be consistent 
with its obligations.

The Government will continue to pursue this matter with the British Government, urging 
it to provide a satisfactory response to the motions that have been adopted by this House.  The 
Taoiseach and I will also continue our engagement with party leaders in the Oireachtas on the 
issue.

There are many families throughout these islands and beyond who continue to deal not only 
with the awful pain of losing a loved one, but also with the struggle for answers decades after 
these traumatic events.  Accordingly, the establishment of a new comprehensive framework 
for dealing with the past, as envisaged in the Stormont House Agreement, is a priority for the 
Government.

There has been intensive engagement on legacy issues as part of the discussions currently 
underway in Belfast.  There remain a number of outstanding points, but I am very conscious of 
the urgent need to achieve progress, so that the institutions can be established and start working 
to meet the needs of victims and survivors and support broader societal healing and reconcili-
ation.  The Government will continue to work with the British Government and the parties to 
achieve the establishment of these legacy institutions as soon as possible.

04/04/2017WRCC01950Passport Services

04/04/2017WRCC02000400. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the reason 
the passport service is not meeting timelines with the passport express service (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16591/17]

04/04/2017WRCC02100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Passport Ser-
vice aims to process passport renewal applications within 15 working days of receipt, assuming 
that the documentation is in order.  The public is advised that the turnaround time will vary de-
pending on factors such as seasonal demand.  Turnaround times for each category of applicant 
are updated weekly on the Passport Service website.  

As the Deputy will be aware, there has been a surge in passport applications in recent 
months.  There are currently over 70,000 applications in the system and application numbers 
so far this year are over 20% higher than for the same period last year.  The average processing 
time for renewal applications submitted through the An Post Passport Express service is cur-
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rently 16 working days (one day over the target 15 working day turnaround).   

With respect to the specific case that the Deputy refers to, the application was received on 
24 March and I am satisfied that the estimated issue date is in line with the notified turnaround 
timelines for Passport Express.

As a matter of best practice my Department advises customers to apply at least six weeks 
prior to travelling and to submit their application through Passport Express only if they have no 
immediate travel plans.  There are a limited number of appointments available at the Passport 
Offices in Dublin and Cork for those travelling in three weeks or less.  These appointments can 
be made online.

The Passport Service has put in place a number of measures to manage the high volume of 
applications, including the recruitment of 230 Temporary Clerical Officers.  The majority of 
these officers are now in place. 

The new online passport application service for adult renewals which was launched last 
week will result in considerable efficiencies and should further assist in alleviating pressure on 
passport processing.  The service offers a target turnaround of ten working days (plus postage).  
It is convenient and secure and I ask the Deputy to encourage eligible applicants to use this 
channel.

To ensure timely applications I would also urge the Deputy to assist in promoting the free 
email reminder service for passport holders whose passports are due for renewal.  The ser-
vice can be found at: www.dfa.ie/passports-citizenship/top-passport-questions/when-should-i-
apply-for-a-new-passport/. 

04/04/2017WRCC02150Passport Services

04/04/2017WRCC02200401. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will allo-
cate more resources and staff to the passport offices to assist in the timely processing of passport 
applications (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16630/17]

04/04/2017WRCC02300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, there has been a surge in passport applications in recent months.  There are currently 
over 70,000 applications in the system.  Between 1 January and 31 March over 250,000 ap-
plications were received, representing an increase of 26% over the same period last year. The 
current processing time for adult renewal applications is 16 working days (just one day over 
the target turnaround time of 15 working days).  Some categories, such as first-time applicants 
and those reporting their passports lost or stolen have taken longer, due to extra security checks.

The exceptional volume of applications is likely be sustained into the summer months and 
my Department has worked hard to put in place a number of measures, including additional 
staffing resources, to mitigate the impact.   

A total 230 Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) have been assigned to the Passport Service 
to assist with the processing of passport applications and to respond to customer queries via 
phone, email and social media.  This is an increase of 59 officers over the number recruited in 
2015.  The great majority of these TCOs are already in place and the remaining officers are 
expected to join in the coming weeks.  My Department has also requested the Public Appoint-
ments Service to assign additional Clerical and Executive Officers to fill recent vacancies in the 
Passport Service.
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The new Online Passport Application Service for adults renewing their passport which I 
launched last week will assist greatly in managing increased volumes of applications in the 
months and years ahead and in meeting target turnaround times.  The service allows citizens to 
renew their passport books and cards online twenty four hours a day from wherever they are in 
the world.  It removes the requirement to have a form witnessed and is a fast, secure and con-
venient way to renew a passport.   

I have circulated a note to all Deputies on the new online service and I would appreciate 
assistance in raising awareness among constituents.  I would also ask the Deputy to continue 
to help promote good practice in her communications with constituents.  As a matter of best 
practice and to avoid unnecessary stress, applicants should allow six weeks for a passport ap-
plication.  Applicants should check the validity of their passport before booking travel.  If travel 
is already booked, applicants should consult the Passport Office website to ensure they use the 
correct channel for their application.  The Passport Office offers a free renewal reminder email 
service to Passport holders and I urge passport holders to avail of this service.  See www.dfa.ie 
for more information. 

I will continue to closely monitor the situation to ensure the effective deployment of staff 
and other resources in order to minimise the impact of the exceptionally high demand on turn-
around times for applicants and on customer service.

04/04/2017WRCC02350Departmental Communications

04/04/2017WRCC02400402. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if either the 
permanent representative or deputy permanent representative to the European Union received 
or engaged in communications with representative bodies, trade associations, legal or lobbying 
firms, or private sector employers based here or overseas between 1 September 2016 and 31 
December 2016 on matters relating to policy or legislation; and if so, if the nature of those com-
munications, the matter it concerned and with whom they could be listed. [16646/17]

04/04/2017WRCC02500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The list of des-
ignated public officials of this Department, as required under the terms of the Regulation of 
Lobbying Act 2015, is available on the Department’s website - www.dfa.ie/about-us/who-we-
are/regulation-of-lobbying-act-2015/.  Details of returns in respect of engagements with the 
Permanent Representative and the Deputy Permanent Representative for the period in question 
may be found on www.lobbying.ie.

04/04/2017WRCC02550Diplomatic Representation

04/04/2017WRCC02600403. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when the 
Irish embassy in Tehran, Iran, will be reopened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16676/17]

04/04/2017WRCC02700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): At present, Ireland’s 
diplomatic network includes 61 Embassies, 7 multilateral missions, 11 Consulates General and 
one Representative office.  The configuration and scale of the State’s diplomatic network is 
kept under ongoing review by the Government.  A range of factors are taken into account in 
considering our diplomatic representation overseas, including our national political, economic 
and trade priorities, as well as the availability of resources. The Government is of course con-
scious of the political, economic and trade factors that might warrant the opening of a resident 
diplomatic mission in Iran – as in a number of other countries.  However, resource constraints 
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do not allow us to have resident representation in all the locations that might objectively justify 
it having regard to those factors.  

Ireland’s bilateral relationship with Iran is sustained and promoted through the Embassy 
of Ireland in Ankara on a concurrent basis.  Ireland is also represented in Iran by an Honorary 
Consul.

04/04/2017WRDD00200Passport Applications Data

04/04/2017WRDD00300404. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the turn-
around time for online passport applications for adult renewals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16776/17]

04/04/2017WRDD00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I launched the new 
online passport application service on 30 March.  The new service is fast, convenient and secure 
and it allow adults to renew their passport books and cards online and twenty four hours a day 
wherever they are in the world.

The service has a target turnaround time of ten working days, plus postage time.  The post-
age time will vary of course depending on the country in which the applicant resides.

People can apply via the Department’s website at www.dfa.ie, using their personal comput-
ers, tablets or mobile phones.  The service is a key project within the Passport Reform Pro-
gramme which is modernising technology platforms, business processes and controls.

04/04/2017WRDD00500National Monuments

04/04/2017WRDD00600405. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which a full examination has been undertaken into the improvements required at 
Taghadoe Abbey and Round Tower; when remedial works can commence; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16590/17]

04/04/2017WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has concerns about the structural stability of 
Taghadoe church which is adjacent to the round tower.  The church is a relatively modern build-
ing built by the Board of First Fruits c. 1830.  The OPW engaged a firm of conservation archi-
tects to complete an architectural and structural appraisal of the condition of the church and 
round tower with a view to developing a future works programme for the site.  The commission 
also includes the production and installation of information panels at the site.

The round tower is the earliest surviving structure on the site and was part of the early Chris-
tian Monastery founded here in the 8th Century.  The round tower is in reasonable condition and 
has no visible cracks or movement joints on the external surface.  The flaunching (mortar) on 
the top of the tower and the interior and exterior walls were to be inspected as part of the project 
but it is not anticipated that any significant structural issues with the tower will be discovered.

The architectural assessment and condition report is currently being finalised and will short-
ly be available at which time the OPW will be in a position to determine what remedial works 
will be required to stabilise the building.

04/04/2017WRDD00800Capital Expenditure Programme
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04/04/2017WRDD00900406. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he expects the mid-term review of the capital plan to be completed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16002/17]

04/04/2017WRDD01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Capital 
Plan, published in 2015, set out a six year framework for substantial infrastructural investment 
in Ireland out to 2021.  Total state backed investment under the Plan amounted to €42 billion 
over the period.

The substantial progress made in securing sustained economic growth and the further 
strengthening of the public finances has enabled the Government to commit an additional €5.14 
billion in Exchequer Capital funding in support of the Capital Plan.  €2.2 billion of this amount 
has already been pre-committed to support the Government’s Action Plan on Housing and 
Homelessness, while in Budget 2017 the Government also allocated additional capital funding 
for 2017, with carry-over implications for 2018 and 2019.  The result of all of this is that there 
now remains €2.655 billion of additional uncommitted capital resources to be allocated over 
the period 2018-2021 on the basis of the outcome of the mid-term review of the Capital Plan 
that is now underway.

It is expected that the review process will be completed in Quarter 3 of 2017, in time to 
enable the Government to make final decisions in due course on how the remaining additional 
capital funding should be allocated.

The Deputy may wish to note that a public consultation has been launched on the Review to 
ascertain the views of the public and key stakeholders on what our national infrastructure priori-
ties should be and to seek views on infrastructure investment priorities beyond the period of the 
current Capital Plan, which will help formulate a longer term Capital Plan for the next 10 years.

04/04/2017WRDD01100Garda Station Closures

04/04/2017WRDD01200407. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the esti-
mated amount it would cost to reopen Stepaside Garda station in terms of work required to the 
existing building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16058/17]

04/04/2017WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The reopening of closed Garda stations is an operational matter for An Garda Sío-
chána and is currently subject to a review being carried out by An Garda Síochána.

I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that it is not possible to cost the reopen-
ing of the former Garda station at Stepaside as no decision has been reached on whether the 
former Garda station at Stepaside is to reopen as a Garda Station.

In addition, it is not possible for the OPW to cost any works without receiving a full brief of 
requirements from An Garda Síochána.

04/04/2017WRDD01400Freedom of Information Remit

04/04/2017WRDD01500408. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to include business improvement districts established under the Local Government (Busi-
ness Improvement Districts) Act 2006 under the Freedom of Information Acts; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16066/17]
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04/04/2017WRDD01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Freedom 
of Information Act 2014 extended the remit of the legislation to a further 70 public bodies, 
bringing the overall total to some 600 bodies comprehended by the Act.  The Act provides a 
very broad definition of public bodies at Section 6(1) and further provides that all new public 
bodies comprehended by this definition will automatically come under freedom of information 
(FOI) legislation, unless specifically exempted by order.  This reversed the system under previ-
ous legislation whereby new bodies would have to be brought into the scope of the legislation 
by order.

The Act also provides the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform with the power to 
make an order bringing a body under the Commissioner’s remit if it is financed, wholly or 
partly, or directly or indirectly by means of monies provided by a Minister of the Government.  
I am sure that the Deputy would share the view that there has been substantial progress and 
a planned and structured approach of continuing to extend the Commissioner’s remit is one 
that he would share.

With regard to the issue of Business Improvement District (BID) Companies, I am ad-
vised that FOI does not apply as the bodies do not meet the criteria set out in Section 6 (1) of 
the Act.  Under the governing legislation, overseen by my colleague, the Minister for Housing, 
Planning, Community and Local Government, a Business Improvement District company is 
required to be limited by guarantee and formed and registered under the Companies Act.  The 
board of directors will be made up of businesses or their representatives and nominees of the 
local authority.  At least two thirds of the directors must be ratepayers or ratepayer representa-
tives.

I understand that the BID Companies are established under the Companies Act to imple-
ment the BID Scheme in particular areas.  The Company implements the BID Scheme which 
is funded through a levy from business owners in the area.  Given the composition and role of 
BID Companies, I do not currently have any plans to bring them within the scope of Freedom 
of Information but the matter could be considered under any future wider review of bodies to 
be brought under FOI.

04/04/2017WRDD01700Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRDD01800409. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of requests his Department received for material to be made available in Braille format 
in each of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by 
his Department; the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation 
service. [16380/17]

04/04/2017WRDD01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, my Department has not received any requests for material to be made 
available in braille format in each of the years 2014 to 2016.

04/04/2017WRDD02000Public Sector Pensions

04/04/2017WRDD02100410. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to fully restore pensions of retired public sector workers, which were reduced as a result 
of FEMPI legislation; when this restoration will occur; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16437/17]
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04/04/2017WRDD02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question no. 2701/17 on 24 January 2017.

04/04/2017WRDD02300Flood Relief Schemes

04/04/2017WRDD02400411. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of proposals for a voluntary home relocation scheme for domestic dwellings affected 
by flooding and unable to receive insurance cover or adequate remedial works; the number of 
homes due to be covered by the scheme; the amount due to be allocated; the timeframe of the 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16522/17]

04/04/2017WRDD02500412. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for a voluntary farm building relocation scheme due to flooding issues; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16523/17]

04/04/2017WRDD02600413. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the trial on lowering water levels in Lough Allen undertaken by the Shannon Flood 
Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group; if there are legal or statutory impediments to 
such measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16524/17]

04/04/2017WRDD02700414. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of meetings held by the interdepartmental flood policy co-ordination group in 2016 and 
to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16525/17]

04/04/2017WRDD02800415. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the establishment and operation of the national flood forecasting and warning service 
unit; the number of staff employed in the unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16526/17]

04/04/2017WRDD02900416. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of meetings held by the River Shannon co-ordination group in 2016 and to date in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16527/17]

04/04/2017WRDD03000417. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount of funding put aside for the pilot scheme of individual home protection measures; the 
amount of money drawn down; the timeframe for a decision on the future of the pilot scheme’s 
national roll out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16528/17]

04/04/2017WRDD03100418. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the minor works flood scheme review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16529/17]

04/04/2017WRDD03200419. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the Office of Public Works’ work on riparian rights and landowners’ legal obligations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16532/17]

04/04/2017WRDD03300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 411 to 419, inclusive, together.

Home and Farm

Last November I announced that the Government had agreed a once-off Voluntary Home Re-
location Scheme for those primary residential properties that flooded during Winter 2015/2016.  
This is a scheme of humanitarian assistance, targeting aid at those worst affected properties, for 
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which there are no alternative, feasible measures.

The Office of Public Works is finalising the administrative arrangements for this scheme 
and working jointly with Local Authorities and the Department of Social Protection.  Initial 
funding of €2 million for the scheme has been allocated this year.  I expect to be able to appraise 
Government of the administrative arrangements and announce further details of these arrange-
ments shortly.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has indicated that the administrative 
arrangements for the Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme will help it identify those 
farmyard buildings worst affected by the flooding during Winter 2015/2016.  That department 
will work with these individual farms to determine if there are any alternative remedial works to 
protect those farmyard buildings at risk.  This approach will inform the feasibility of any future 
once-off targeted scheme for Voluntary Farm Building Relocation.

Lake Levels and Shannon Group

The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group met on six occasions 
in 2016 and on one occasion to date in 2017.  Information about the Group is available on the 
OPW website, www.opw.ie.

The Group took a decision in October 2016 to trial the lowering of the lake levels on Lough 
Allen, within the existing statutory framework, during the Winter 2016/2017 to help mitigate 
potential flood risk.  A protocol was agreed between ESB, Waterways Ireland and the OPW to 
lower the late Autumn and Winter minimum lake levels in Lough Allen by approximately 0.7 
metres with the first reduction implemented in October 2016.  The Group has agreed that the 
trial will be repeated later this year, commencing in late Autumn.

The Group is also developing a plan for strategic maintenance, to help reduce further deteri-
oration of the River Shannon, and is considering the development of viable flood risk reduction 
measures in the Shannon Callows, as a further commitment to enhance co-ordinated activities 
by the relevant State Agencies.  These plans are taking into account the environmental, legal 
and resource implications involved.

Interdepartmental

The Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group that I chair met four times in 
2016.  Last November the Group presented for consideration and agreement by Government 
an interim report setting out progress on its work and making appropriate recommendations for 
consideration by Government at this time.  The report is available on the OPW website, www.
opw.ie.  Progress continues to be made by sector leads on recommendations within the interim 
report and those policy areas identified that require further action.  While the OPW remain in 
contact with sectorial representatives, who are members of the Group, I will convene a meeting 
of the Group in the coming weeks to start the process to co-ordinate a final report for consider-
ation by Government.

Flood Forecasting

A Steering Group to establish a National Flood Forecasting Service has met on nine occa-
sions to date, agreed a Terms of Reference and prepared and agreed an implementation plan 
comprising a number of phases, including an initial set-up phase (scheduled for completion by 
Q3 2018) and a development and trial phase (scheduled for completion by Q1 2020).  Given the 
complexities involved in establishing, designing, developing and testing this new service, it is 
anticipated that it will take at least 5 years before it is fully operational and it is estimated it will 
require a staffing complement of 15 full-time posts.  Met Éireann has appointed one new staff 
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member to date to lead the project.

IPP Pilot

The Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group is considering the potential costs 
and benefits associated with the introduction of an individual property protection scheme.  The 
Group is being informed by two different pilot projects, which are currently underway in Thom-
astown and Graiguenamanagh in County Kilkenny and Crossmolina in County Mayo.  In re-
spect of the Kilkenny pilot, the OPW is funding the costs of a research and feasibility study 
into the potential provision of individual property protection.  No funding has yet been drawn 
down by the Council on the pilot study, which is due to conclude and make recommendations 
in April.  In Crossmolina, consultants have undertaken surveys of individual properties and 
Mayo County Council has procured a contractor who is currently installing the defences at the 
relevant properties.  To date, no funding has been drawn down by the Council.  The Co-ordina-
tion Group’s work, when completed, will be submitted to Government for consideration in the 
context of the merits of the introduction by Government of any scheme to support individual 
property protection measures.

Minor Works Review

A review of the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme is currently 
underway with a view to examining the criteria for consideration within the Scheme, including 
for example the various thresholds for the assessment of benefit. Consultations are underway 
with Local Authorities with a view to examining any potential improvements, administrative or 
financial, which will encourage applications under the scheme.  It is expected that the review 
will be completed shortly.

Riparian

Work to develop guidance to clarify the rights and responsibilities of landowners in relation 
to the maintenance of water course on or near their lands is at an advanced stage and will in the 
coming weeks be subject to legal advice before being finalised.

04/04/2017WRDD03400Office of Government Procurement

04/04/2017WRDD03500420. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost of the cancellation of a number of competitions (details supplied); if he is satisfied that due 
process has been followed in these cases; the actions he undertook when contacted about these 
competitions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16563/17]

04/04/2017WRDD03600421. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of competitions and mini-competitions that were cancelled by the OGP, Office of Gov-
ernment Procurement, in 2016; the total cost of these cancellations; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16564/17]

04/04/2017WRDD03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 420 and 421 together.

Procurement is a key element of the Government’s Reform agenda.  Given the volume of 
spending, in the order of €12bn per annum on goods, services and works, it is essential that 
a strategic approach is adopted and value for money is achieved.  The Office of Government 
Procurement (OGP) was established to drive the reform agenda, adopt a strategic approach and 
professionalise public procurement, leverage the State’s spending power and deliver significant 
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savings to the State.

Framework agreements are one of a number of ways in which the Office of Government 
Procurement (OGP) engages with the market to achieve value for money in the delivery of 
much needed public services.  Framework agreements are established through competitive pro-
curement processes and are agreements with suppliers or service providers which set out terms 
and conditions under which specific contracts can be made during the term of the agreement.  
Once established, public sector bodies can then avail of goods and services from the suppliers 
on the Framework.  In general, contracts emanating from framework agreements take one of the 
following two forms:

 - by means of direct draw down (i.e. the Contracting Authority does not need to hold a 
mini competition as there is a single supplier or a rota from which the next available supplier 
is chosen) - the framework establishes a panel of suppliers that compete for specific contracts 
awarded (mini-competitions) by Contracting Authorities over the lifetime of the agreement.

The OGP carries out market analysis to assess the need for a good or service and the nature 
of the market for that good or service.  In consultation with public service bodies the OGP de-
velops and manages the process to establish a framework.  Whilst the OGP facilitates contract-
ing authorities through supporting mini-competitions under frameworks, it is the Contracting 
Authority that is legally responsible for any drawdowns/mini-competitions or awards given 
under the framework agreement.

In this regard, it should also be noted that competitions can be cancelled for a variety of rea-
sons, e.g. each tender has a provision that allows for cancellation, for example where no tenders 
are submitted by the framework suppliers; where no suitable tenders or no suitable requests 
to participate were submitted; where the public body’s requirements have changed; or where 
the proposal is more expensive than anticipated.  Given the remit of the OGP and the value of 
aggregated arrangements such as frameworks, it is important that our approach to the market 
done is such a way that ensures value for money for the taxpayers and fairness for those sup-
pliers competing for the procurement opportunity.  The small number of cancellations, whilst 
unfortunate, are necessary to ensure value, suitability of good or service and the appropriate 
approach to market.

I am informed by the OGP that the latest available data on the eTenders system for 2016 
indicates that of the 688 competitions run by the OGP in 2016 on behalf of Contracting Authori-
ties throughout the State, 15 competitions were recorded as cancelled.  I am advised that this 
figure is subject to change as work continues on processing tender competitions which com-
menced in 2016.

In relation to the specific cases referred to by the Deputy, the competitions were cancelled 
by the client after due consideration of the circumstances of the particular cases.  The OGP 
advises clients having regard to the procurement regulations.  The procurement regulations 
provide inter alia for due process for all parties.

From the OGP perspective, the costs for cancelling competitions are not recorded separately 
and are absorbed into overall running costs.

04/04/2017WREE00200Departmental Legal Cases Data

04/04/2017WREE00300422. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of legal cases that have been taken or are in the process of been taken against the Office 
of Government Procurement, OGP; the costs incurred by the OGP in defending these cases; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [16565/17]

04/04/2017WREE00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised 
that there has been one ex-parte application relating to the OGP as part of the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform but no other cases.  No costs have been incurred in relation to 
this matter.

The Commissioners of Public Works were involved in two cases predating the establish-
ment of the OGP which the OGP, as the successor organisation with responsibility for those 
arrangements, is now managing.  Costs have not been finalised in these matters.

04/04/2017WREE00500Capital Expenditure Programme

04/04/2017WREE00600423. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to his response when taking questions on promised legislation on 29 March 2017, the details 
of the projects and programmes regarding public transport which have been submitted to him 
for consideration by the Minister of Transport, Tourism and Sport with regard to the mid-term 
capital review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16638/17]

04/04/2017WREE00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of 
the review of the Capital Plan, which is currently in train, my Department wrote to all De-
partments in January inviting submissions, to include, inter alia, proposals for reprioritisation 
within existing allocations to reflect developments or changes in priorities since the Plan was 
published in 2015 and any new proposals to utilise the additional capital funding now available 
for allocation on foot of the review process.

While submissions are still being received from some Departments, my Department has 
already commenced the process of engaging with Departments that have furnished submissions 
on a bilateral  basis to discuss the proposals and priorities in their submissions.

While it is my intention to publish all of the submissions received from Departments at the 
appropriate time, due to the ongoing deliberative nature of the process that is underway, and 
in order to give my Department the opportunity to engage in a detailed discussion with each 
Department on the specific proposals contained in its submission, I do not wish to comment 
on the details of individual submissions at this point in time, as I do not believe that this would 
necessarily be helpful while the bilateral discussions on the priorities for each Department are 
ongoing.

The Deputy may wish to note that a public consultation has been launched on the Review to 
ascertain the views of the public and key stakeholders on what our national infrastructure priori-
ties should be and to seek views on infrastructure investment priorities beyond the period of the 
current Capital Plan, which will help formulate a longer term Capital Plan for the next 10 years.

04/04/2017WREE00800Regulation of Lobbying

04/04/2017WREE00900424. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if as 
part of the review of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, his officials have reviewed the vol-
ume and level of returns made by organisations based overseas. [16645/17]

04/04/2017WREE01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 2 of 
The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 provides for a review of the operation of the Act and for 
a report of the findings resulting from the review and of the conclusions drawn from those find-
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ings to be made.  The purpose of this review is to evaluate if the legislation has met its objec-
tives of providing appropriate transparency on “who is lobbying whom about what”; drawing 
on the submissions received in the public consultation process.  My Department undertook the 
first review as required and I expect to bring the report to Government shortly.  Subsequent 
reviews will be required every 3 years.

Responsibility for the implementation of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 rests with 
the Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPOC).  SIPOC is an independent statutory body 
and as such is not accountable to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform or to the 
Government in the performance of its functions.  However SIPOC has established a register for 
recording lobbying activity which may be viewed at www.lobbying.ie.  If the Deputy wishes 
he may search the register under any names, organisation, or Designated Public Official to see 
who has registered as lobbying whom about what.

A person or organisation communicating with any Designated Public Official where that 
interaction meets the definitions contained in the Act (that is, a person within the scope of the 
Act, communicating with a Designated Public Official about a relevant matter) is required to 
register as a lobbyist and report the communication in their return for the relevant period.  The 
Act makes no distinctions regarding where the communication takes place.  Furthermore advice 
may be sought from the Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPOC) if any uncertainty 
exists.

Determining whether a communication falls outside of jurisdiction is not based solely on 
whether it physically takes place outside of the country.  Each case will have to be reviewed 
by the Regulator (SIPOC) based on its own set of facts to determine in what circumstances a 
communication would fall within or outside of jurisdiction, and whether and how the Act may 
apply.

It is recognised that there may be difficulties with extra-territorial enforcement of the Act.  
All those lobbying Irish Designated Public Officials outside of the State are encouraged to com-
ply with the spirit of the legislation to ensure transparency.

04/04/2017WREE01100State Properties

04/04/2017WREE01200425. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
under section 31 of the State Property Act 1954, to waive property at a site owned by a dis-
solved company (details supplied). [16790/17]

04/04/2017WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): Under Section 28(2) of the State Property Act, 1954, land vested in or held in trust 
for a body corporate immediately prior to its dissolution, (other than land held by such body in 
trust for another person) becomes property of the State in the person of the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  The interest acquired by the Minister is described as a defeasible in-
terest as it may be defeated by restoration of the company up to 20 years after dissolution.  I as 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform have the discretion, under Section 31 of the State 
Property Act 1954, to waive property that has devolved to the State under Section 28 if I believe 
it is proper to do so having regard to all the circumstances of the case.

The land referred to by the Deputy is registered to a company that has been dissolved since 
2011 and was also the subject of a recent PQ from Mr. Noel Rock T.D. on 15th February 2017.  
I have not, to date, received an application to waive the property referred to, but I will give due 
consideration to any application made.
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04/04/2017WREE01400National Parks

04/04/2017WREE01500426. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if a facility will be improved (details supplied). [16122/17]

04/04/2017WREE01600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring) (Deputy Michael Ring): My Department is aware of the need 
to improve the area referred to in details supplied and a survey of landing areas including the 
area in question within Killarney National Park has recently been carried out.  Following this 
minor works have taken place such as the addition of new sleepers, safety wire, and non-slip 
surfaces.  The next phase will be to engage the services of an engineer to outline what improve-
ment works need to be undertaken.

04/04/2017WREE01700National Monuments

04/04/2017WREE01800427. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if her attention has been drawn to substantial bridge rehabilitation works 
which are to commence on Ardfinnan Bridge in County Tipperary, which is classified as a na-
tional monument by the National Monuments Service; if her attention has been further drawn to 
a request by Tipperary County Council on whether the National Monuments Service would be 
opposed to the erection of a stand-alone pedestrian bridge in the vicinity of the aforesaid bridge 
or whether the National Monuments Service would be opposed to the placement of a cantilever 
style pedestrian bridge onto the side of the bridge in the style of the one placed on Macroom 
Bridge in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16177/17]

04/04/2017WREE01900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Ardfinnan Bridge is included in the Record of Monuments and Places under sec-
tion 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994 which requires two months notice 
to be given to my Department of any proposed works affecting the monument.  While Tipper-
ary County Council has given the Department outline details of options being considered for a 
pedestrian bridge, it is not possible for the Department to provide a substantive response in the 
absence of full particulars of the proposals.  The Department will, however, offer the Council 
such guidance as it can on the basis of the information currently available.

04/04/2017WREE02000Commemorative Events

04/04/2017WREE02100428. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her plans to commemorate the anniversary of the death of Thomas Ashe in 
2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16214/17]

04/04/2017WREE02200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Government is continuing to mark significant events throughout the Decade 
of Centenaries and is being guided by the Expert Advisory Group on Commemorations in this 
regard.  The commemorative programme for the second half of the Decade will be based on the 
inclusive, open and consultative approach that worked so well last year.  As part of this process, 
consideration is currently being given to how the centenary of the death of Thomas Ashe might 
be appropriately marked later this year.

04/04/2017WREE02300Mobile Telephony Services
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04/04/2017WREE02400429. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the progress in meeting actions under the mobile phone and broadband task 
force implementation group, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16216/17]

04/04/2017WREE02500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The report of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce was published in 
December 2016.  The report includes recommendations for actions that can be taken in the 
short-term to improve mobile phone reception and to facilitate better broadband connection, 
particularly in rural areas.  The report also contains 40 action points which have been agreed to 
progress the recommendations.

Along with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, Denis 
Naughten, T.D., I established an Implementation Group to oversee progress on delivery of the 
actions set out in the report.  The first meeting of the Implementation Group took place on 8th 
March last.

The Taskforce Implementation Group brings together all of the stakeholders responsible 
for the delivery of individual actions and is co-chaired by myself and Minister Naughten.  The 
Implementation Group process will ensure that strong momentum and timely delivery is main-
tained over the coming months, and will enable early identification and proactive management 
of any emerging challenges.

Quarterly progress reports on the status of the actions outlined in the Taskforce report will 
be published following the end of each calendar quarter.  A comprehensive annual review of 
progress will also be undertaken at the end of 2016, including feedback from a Stakeholder 
Forum to be held in late September.

The first quarterly progress report is currently being compiled by officials from my own 
Department and Minister Naughten’s Department, and will be published shortly.

04/04/20104/04/2017WRFF00150Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

04/04/2017WRFF00200430. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the progress on the actions to date for each of the 276 actions in the Action 
Plan for Rural Development; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16217/17]

04/04/2017WRFF00300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development, Realising our Rural Po-
tential, was launched on 23rd January 2017.  The Action Plan contains 276 actions for delivery 
across Government, State agencies and other bodies to support the economic and social prog-
ress of rural Ireland.  Each action has been assigned to a lead body which will be responsible for 
implementation of the action within a definite timescale, as set out in the Plan.

Realising our Rural Potential  is a three year plan to be delivered over the period up to 2020 
and actions will commence at different points over that period.  However, priority actions for 
delivery over each 6-month period will be identified on a rolling basis and reported on at the end 
of the 6-month period.  Progress Reports on the implementation of the actions will be published 
twice yearly, with the first report due by the end of July 2017.

Progress on the implementation of the individual actions, and of the Plan as a whole, will 
be overseen by a Monitoring Committee, which I chair.  The first meeting of the Monitoring 
Committee took place on 23rd  March 2017.  Progress on the delivery of the Plan will also be 
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considered by the Cabinet Committee on Regional and Rural Affairs on a regular basis.

While the Action Plan was published less than three months ago, there has already been 
good progress on a number of the actions.  For example, I recently announced capital funding of 
more than €9 million for arts and culture centres, of which over 80% are in rural areas.  Minister 
Ring launched the 2017 CLÁR programme on 31st  March, and I will shortly be launching the 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme for this year.   

In addition, Minister Varadkar has increased the number of places on the Rural Social 
Scheme by 500 places, and Minister Creed recently announced the award of over  €1.8 million 
in grants to 19 seafood enterprises under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) 
Operational Programme for the seafood sector.

04/04/2017WRFF00350CLÁR Programme

04/04/2017WRFF00400431. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the level of CLÁR programme funding on an annual basis over the period 
2008 to 2016; the allocation in 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16218/17]

04/04/2017WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR programme was originally established in 2001, 
but was closed for new applications from 2010.  I re-opened the scheme last year and allocated 
€8.238 million to 651 projects across three measures:

Measure 1: Safety Measures for Schools and Community/Sports Facilities

Measure 2: Playgrounds and Multi-Use Games Areas

Measure 3: Local Access Roads.

The following Table 1 provides details of the total funding provided through the CLÁR 
programme each year from 2008 to 2016.  All funding provided over the period 2010-2015 was 
in respect of prior commitments under old programme rounds.  The 2016 figure also includes a 
small amount of funding in respect of previous commitments.

I launched the 2017 CLÁR programme on Friday last, 31st March 2017.  The allocation for 
CLÁR for 2017 is €5 million and funding is available under the following measures:   

Measure 1:  Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2:  Play Areas 

Measure 3:  Targeted Community Infrastructure Needs 

Measure 4:  First Response Support Measure 

The closing date for all applications under all measures is 5 May 2017.  Further details are 
available on my Department’s website at www.ahrrga.gov.ie/minister-of-state-ring-launches-
2017-clar-programme.     

Table 1 - Funding provided under the CLÁR programme 2008-2016

Year Funding provided (€) 
2008 24,178,000 
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Year Funding provided (€) 
2009 13,598,000 
2010 5,721,000 
2011 348,000 
2012 91,000 
2013 105,000 
2014 49,253 
2015 0 
2016 8,293,463 

04/04/2017WRFF00550Architectural Heritage

04/04/2017WRFF00600432. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the grants available for a church in County Limerick to put in an alarm system in 
view of the fact the church was broken into recently. [16269/17]

04/04/2017WRFF00700436. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the grants available for a church in County Limerick that requires funding to repair 
the church roof. [16537/17]

04/04/2017WRFF00800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 432 and 436 together.

Financial support is provided by my Department through a number of structured schemes 
for the conservation and protection of heritage buildings, including the Built Heritage Invest-
ment Scheme, the Structures at Risk Fund and other initiatives operated by the Heritage Coun-
cil.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures (i.e. structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures).  The 
scheme is expected to support over three hundred projects across the country in 2017 and to 
create employment in the conservation and construction industries, while helping to regenerate 
urban and rural areas.

Applications from members of the public for this €2 million Scheme were accepted in local 
authorities throughout the month of February and have now closed. 

The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development Acts and 
are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  Structures must be on the local authority 
Record of Protected Structures.  The fund, administered through the local authorities, seeks to 
encourage the regeneration and reuse of heritage properties and to help to secure the preserva-
tion of protected structures which might otherwise be lost.  Applications from members of the 
public for the 2017 Structures at Risk Fund were accepted in local authorities throughout the 
month of February and have now closed. 

Details of both these schemes are available on all local authority websites.

In the context of a particular building, especially one which is on the Record of Protected 
Structures, the best advice for the owner may be to contact the Architectural Conservation Of-
ficer from the Local Authority who will be able to advise on the various types of funding avail-
able to assist with the building.
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The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports annually having regard to competing priorities for limited resources.  
Grant schemes for 2017 are advertised by the Heritage Council on its website www.heritage-
council.ie.

04/04/2017WRFF00850Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRFF00900433. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the number of requests her Department received for material to be made avail-
able in Braille format in each of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which 
were accommodated by her Department; and the cost implication and the person or body which 
provided the translation service. [16383/17]

04/04/2017WRFF01000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am advised that my Department did not receive any requests for material to be 
made available in braille format during the period in question.  I would also advise the Deputy 
that my Department’s website (www.ahrrga.gov.ie) adheres to a minimum of conformance level 
Double-A with the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 
and also complies with the National Disability Authority IT Accessibility Guidelines.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the Irish language version of the website incorpo-
rates an Irish Language screen reader Abair.  This software was developed by Trinity College 
with the support of the Department.

04/04/2017WRFF01050Departmental Schemes

04/04/2017WRFF01100434. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs when the scheme announced by her on 23 January 2017 to assist in the res-
toration of older buildings in towns and villages across the country will be rolled out; the de-
tailed conditions that will apply to this scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16473/17]

04/04/2017WRFF01200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development, which was launched on 23rd January, 
contains a number of measures which have the objective of rejuvenating Ireland’s rural towns 
and villages to make them more attractive places in which to live and work, and to increase their 
tourism potential.

From my own Department’s perspective, I have secured funding of €12 million for an en-
hanced Town and Village Renewal scheme this year.  I intend to launch the first phase of this 
scheme shortly, with a focus on improving the economic development of our towns and vil-
lages.  Full details of the initiative will be available when the scheme is launched. 

I also intend to launch a second phase of the scheme later this year.  This will be a pilot 
project to encourage residential occupancy in rural towns and villages.  My intention is that the 
scheme will be targeted at owner-occupiers and will assist with the cost of bringing buildings 
back into use for residential purposes.  

The pilot will be launched in the second half of the year, when details of the scheme have 
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been finalised in consultation with relevant Departments. Full details of the criteria to apply will 
be announced when the pilot is launched.

04/04/2017WRFF01250Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge

04/04/2017WRFF01300435. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén t-ardú atá ceadaithe do na “mná tí” don bhliain 2017 
faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [16475/17]

04/04/2017WRFF01400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Is cúis áthais dom a rá go bhfuil an deontas a íoctar le teaghlaigh 
Ghaeltachta a mbíonn Foghlaimeoirí Gaeilge ar iostas acu méadaithe agam ó €9.50 go €10.00 
in aghaidh an lae (€70.00 in aghaidh na seachtaine) ó 1 Aibreán 2017.

De réir an chomhthuiscint atá idir mo Roinn agus na Coláistí Samhraidh, íocann na coláistí 
íosmhéid de €1.20 as gach €1 a íocann mo Roinn faoin scéim.  Mar sin, beidh buntáiste breise 
á fháil ag teaghlaigh Gaeltachta as an ardú seo.  Tá sé an-tábhachtach ó thaobh cur chun cinn 
na Gaeilge de, laistigh agus lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht, go leanfar leis an scéim seo mar is cuid 
lárnach í de chur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise 20-Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030. 

Íocadh deontais i leith breis agus 26,000 foghlaimeoirí faoin scéim i 2016, rud a léiríonn an 
tsuim mhór atá ag an aos óg taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht i bhfoghlaim na Gaeilge.  Is cinnte 
go bhfuil an tionscail seo ar cheann de na tionscail is tábhachtaí sa Ghaeltacht chomh maith, 
mar go bhfuil tábhacht eacnamaíoch chomh maith le tábhacht buanú agus sealbhú na Gaeilge 
ag baint léi.

Question No. 436 answered with Question No. 432.

04/04/2017WRFF01550Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRFF01600437. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if persons with modest UK pen-
sions, which entitle the recipients of the pension to a medical card here under EU law, will be 
affected with the onset of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16304/17]

04/04/2017WRFF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to health services, ensuring that 
there is minimum disruption and that essential services are maintained on a cross-border, all-
Island and Ireland/UK basis will be a key concern for the Department of Health over the period 
ahead.  As part of its analysis and contingency planning in relation to Brexit, the Department 
of Health is currently examining these issues and planning for a range of possible scenarios.  
However, it is important to be clear that until the UK formally withdraws from the Union, it 
remains a full member, with all of its existing rights and obligations and that there are no im-
mediate changes in the area of health as a consequence of the UK’s decision to leave the EU.

04/04/2017WRFF01750Ambulance Service

04/04/2017WRFF01800438. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the reason there was no ambu-
lance available for dispatch on the night of 18 March 2017 from Sligo University Hospital; the 
availability of ambulance services at Sligo University Hospital; if there are periods for which 
there is a reduced service or areas in which a service is not provided; when and the location 
these occur; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16005/17]
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04/04/2017WRFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRFF01950Hospital Appointments Delays

04/04/2017WRFF02000439. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16006/17]

04/04/2017WRFF02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRFF02150Hospital Appointments Delays

04/04/2017WRFF02200440. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation in 
respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16007/17]

04/04/2017WRFF02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRFF02350Hospital Appointments Delays

04/04/2017WRFF02400441. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[16008/17]

04/04/2017WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRFF02550Medicinal Products Availability

04/04/2017WRFF02600442. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the reason lutein omega 3 was 
taken off the medical card list in view of the fact that medical card holders now have to pay 
€21.50; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16009/17]

04/04/2017WRFF02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRFF02750General Medical Services Scheme Administration

04/04/2017WRFF02800443. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the procedures in place overseeing 
the removal of medical card holders from patient lists upon death; the scrutiny that is under-
taken to ensure that doctors are not being paid for deceased persons with particular reference to 
whether there is a cross referencing between death certificates and medical card lists; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16010/17]

04/04/2017WRFF02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRFF02950General Medical Services Scheme

04/04/2017WRFF03000444. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the amount of money refunded in 
each year since 2011 by general practitioners that were paid under the medical card scheme for 
persons that had died; if he has satisfied himself that all such moneys have been refunded; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16011/17]

04/04/2017WRFF03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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04/04/2017WRGG00150Dental Services Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRGG00200445. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will address the excessive 
waiting times for primary school children accessing dental treatment; the detail of waiting lists 
in counties Cavan and Monaghan at present; the action being taken to clear these backlogs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16012/17]

04/04/2017WRGG00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRGG00350Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRGG00400446. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation in 
respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16013/17]

04/04/2017WRGG00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRGG00550Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRGG00600447. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation in 
respect of a (person); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16015/17]

04/04/2017WRGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.
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04/04/2017WRGG00750Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRGG00800448. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract re-
moval in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16018/17]

04/04/2017WRGG00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRGG00950Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRGG01000449. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16021/17]

04/04/2017WRGG01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRGG01150Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRGG01200450. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16022/17]

04/04/2017WRGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRGG01350Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WRGG01400451. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16029/17]

04/04/2017WRGG01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

04/04/2017WRGG01550HSE Complaints Procedures

04/04/2017WRGG01600452. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos. 170 and 171 of 26 January 2017, and correspondence (details supplied), the 
reason no contact has yet been made with the person; if he has satisfied himself with the effi-
ciency of the HSE in dealing with this matter in view of the fact that the response from the HSE 
is impacting on the quality of life and the health and well-being of the person; if he will take 
immediate action to insist that this case be resolved by the HSE; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [16031/17]

04/04/2017WRGG01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Unfortunately in the time available, it has 
not been possible to investigate all the issues raised.  I have therefore asked the HSE to respond 
to the Deputy directly on this matter.

04/04/2017WRGG01750Hospital Records

04/04/2017WRGG01800453. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the medical records from 
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Waterford University Hospital and St. Patrick’s Hospital relative to the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be made available to the person’s family under the Freedom of Information Acts 
requested by the family solicitor in October 2016; if he will expedite this request; and if four 
written requests from the family to HIQA dating back to 2015 requesting an investigation into 
the care of the person made before the person’s death will be acknowledged and actioned as 
covered in the Health Act 2007. [16032/17]

04/04/2017WRGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific case raised, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRGG01950Ambulance Service Data

04/04/2017WRGG02000454. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance atten-
dances at each emergency department nationwide in January 2017, in tabular form; the number 
of such ambulances that waited longer than 20 minutes, 40 minutes, 60 minutes, 90 minutes, 
more than 120 minutes and more than 180 minutes, respectively, to hand over patients, get their 
trolleys back and return to responding to calls. [16045/17]

04/04/2017WRGG02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

04/04/2017WRGG02150Medical Card Eligibility

04/04/2017WRGG02200455. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health when children in receipt of 
domiciliary care allowance will be issued with a full medical card as announced in budget 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16053/17]

04/04/2017WRGG02300456. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health when children in receipt of the 
domiciliary care allowance will be provided with a medical card; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16059/17]

04/04/2017WRGG02400489. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when medical cards will be provided 
to all children receiving domiciliary care allowance; and the way in which children currently in 
receipt of domiciliary care allowance will be allocated medical cards.  [16138/17]

04/04/2017WRGG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 455, 456 
and 489 together.

The Health (Amendment) Bill 2017 was published Thursday 2nd March 2017.  This Bill 
will enable the granting of full eligibility for general practitioner and other health services to all 
children in respect of whom a Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) is paid.  Granting a medi-
cal card to all children in respect of whom a DCA payment is made will benefit approximately 
9,800 children in this cohort who do not currently qualify for a medical card.  The legislation 
was passed in the Seanad last Thursday, 30th March 2017. The Bill was signed by the President 
on 31st March 2017.

Pre-registration with the HSE for the DCA medical card will be available from 1st May 
2017.  This can be done on-line or paper-based.  These medical cards will be certified for use 
from 1st June 2017. 

For a child in receipt of DCA but who currently does not have a medical card, the parent or 
guardian will register for the scheme either online or through a paper-based form.  For a child 
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who is currently eligible for a medical card (under discretion or otherwise) and is confirmed to 
be in receipt of DCA, the HSE will automatically issue them a medical card.  For a child who 
is currently eligible for a GP Visit Card (under discretion or otherwise), this card will automati-
cally be upgraded to a full medical card.

04/04/2017WRHH00200Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review

04/04/2017WRHH00300457. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health when the review of the fair deal 
scheme will be published and implemented as outlined in the partnership programme for Gov-
ernment; the timeframe for this process in view of the detrimental effect it is having on small 
family farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16064/17]

04/04/2017WRHH00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in need of long-term 
nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their income 
and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to ensure that long-
term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for 
in the most appropriate settings.

When the NHSS commenced in 2009, a commitment was made that it would be reviewed 
after three years.  The Report of the Review was published in July 2015.  Arising out of the 
Review, a number of key issues have been identified for more detailed consideration across 
Departments and Agencies.

An Interdepartmental/Agency Working Group has been established to progress the recom-
mendations contained in the Review.  This Group is chaired by the Department of Health and 
includes representatives from the Department of the Taoiseach, the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, the HSE, the Revenue Commissioners, and when required, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF).  These recommendations include examining the treatment 
of business and farm assets for the purposes of the financial assessment element of the Scheme, 
the implementation of administrative reforms to the Scheme, and a review by the NTPF of 
present pricing arrangements in private residential facilities.  This work is currently underway.  
An initial report on progress was submitted to the Cabinet Committee on Health in September 
2016.

Once all of the relevant Review recommendations have been considered, any amendments 
required to the Scheme will be identified.  Changes which require legislative implementation 
will be addressed collectively, and it is important to remember that the NHSS is largely under-
pinned by primary legislation.

As noted by the Deputy, the Programme for a Partnership Government has also commit-
ted to reviewing the NHSS to remove any discrimination against small businesses and family 
farms.  This review is currently underway.

04/04/2017WRHH00500Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRHH00600458. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will schedule an appointment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16071/17]

04/04/2017WRHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-



4 April 2017

361

half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRHH00800Services for People with Disabilities

04/04/2017WRHH00900459. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the individual funding that was 
allocated to a training centre for adults with disabilities in County Donegal for the provision 
of services, training and supports which was to be provided to a person (details supplied); the 
details of the services, training and supports provided to the person in addition to the costs as-
sociated with each and which was incurred through the provision of same for each of the years 
2015, 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16074/17]

04/04/2017WRHH01000460. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a transitional care 
plan compiled in respect of a person (details supplied) outlining the individual care needs of 
that person was not implemented by a training centre for adults with disabilities in County 
Donegal; if an individualised care plan was ever created for the person while the person was a 
service user at the aforementioned facility; if so, if he will make this plan available to the person 
for the person’s information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16075/17]

04/04/2017WRHH01100461. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the options that are available to 
a person (details supplied) in County Donegal to access suitable training services; the location 
these services can be accessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16076/17]

04/04/2017WRHH01200462. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason formal written con-
firmation has never been issued to a person (details supplied) to indicate that the person’s in-
dividual care needs cannot be accommodated through the various programmes offered by the 
National Learning Network; if written confirmation will now be issued to the person to confirm 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16077/17]

04/04/2017WRHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 459 to 462, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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04/04/2017WRHH01400Services for People with Disabilities

04/04/2017WRHH01500463. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review a matter (details 
supplied) and request that the HSE fills this position as a matter of urgency; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16080/17]

04/04/2017WRHH01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRHH01700Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRHH01800464. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16083/17]

04/04/2017WRHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRHH02000Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRHH02100465. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16084/17]

04/04/2017WRHH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
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scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRHH02300Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRHH02400466. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16085/17]

04/04/2017WRHH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRHH02600Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRHH02700467. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16086/17]

04/04/2017WRHH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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04/04/2017WRHH02900Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRHH03000468. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16087/17]

04/04/2017WRHH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ00200Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ00300469. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16088/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ00500Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ00600470. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16089/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ00800Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ00900471. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16090/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ01100Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ01200472. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16091/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ01400Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ01500473. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16092/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ01700Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ01800474. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16093/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ02000Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ02100475. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16094/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ02300Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ02400476. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16095/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ02600Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ02700477. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16096/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ02900Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ03000478. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16097/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ03200Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ03300479. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16098/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ03500Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ03600480. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
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for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16099/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRJJ03800Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRJJ03900481. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16101/17]

04/04/2017WRJJ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRKK0010004/04/2017WRKK00200Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WRKK00300482. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16102/17]

04/04/2017WRKK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
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been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRKK00500Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WRKK00600483. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16103/17]

04/04/2017WRKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRKK00800Hospital Staff Recruitment

04/04/2017WRKK00900484. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
applied for the position of sarcoma specialist at St. Vincent’s University Hospital; the number 
of persons who made up the interview board and their qualifications; the overall cost of the 
interview process; the date on which the person selected will take up the position; if he will 
respond in detail to correspondence on this matter sent to him on 12 January 2017 by a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16108/17]

04/04/2017WRKK01000562. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the location on which the new on-
cology specialist appointment at St. Vincent’s University Hospital was advertised; the number 
of applications received; the number of persons interviewed for the post; the draft score sheet 
used to mark each candidate; the basis upon which the successful candidate was chosen; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16682/17]

04/04/2017WRKK01100563. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if he will allow a member of the 
European Society for Medical Oncology to carry out an independent review of the résumés and 
references of the candidates for the position of oncology specialist at St. Vincent’s University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16683/17]

04/04/2017WRKK01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 484, 562 
and 563 together.

The Deputy’s question relates to service delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to him.

04/04/2017WRKK01300Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WRKK01400485. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will be scheduled for a procedure at Letterkenny University Hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16111/17]

04/04/2017WRKK01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRKK01600Medicinal Products Prices

04/04/2017WRKK01700486. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the decision 
in 2012 to remove gluten-free products from the medical card scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16125/17]

04/04/2017WRKK01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for de-
cisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug schemes 
in accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 
2013. I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

04/04/2017WRKK01900Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

04/04/2017WRKK02000487. Deputy Maria Bailey asked the Minister for Health if the FreeStyle Libre diabetes 
device will be added to the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16126/17]

04/04/2017WRKK02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRKK02200Services for People with Disabilities

04/04/2017WRKK02300488. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE to pro-
vide home support for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16137/17]

04/04/2017WRKK02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Health 
Service Executive (HSE) provides a range of services, including home support hours to people 
with disabilities.  In their National Service Plan for 2017, the HSE expects to deliver 2.75 mil-
lion Home Support Hours to over 7,400 people, including children, with a disability.  This is an 
increase of 150,000 hours over last year’s target.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for a direct reply to the Deputy.
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  Question No. 489 answered with Question No. 455.

04/04/2017WRKK02600Health Services

04/04/2017WRKK02700490. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) can be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16142/17]

04/04/2017WRKK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRKK02900Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRKK03000491. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will make additional re-
sources available to the South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital to prevent waiting times 
for ophthalmology in view of the fact that some consultants lists are now up to 30 months for 
routine cataract procedures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16147/17]

04/04/2017WRKK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim to ensure that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2,000 daycases will be managed through this 
process and outsourcing of treatment will commence shortly.  The focus of this initiative will be 
those lists with large numbers of long waiting patients, including Ophthalmology.

In addition to this Daycase Initiative, the NTPF has been working closely with my Depart-
ment and the HSE to agree an approach to the remaining 2017 allocation.  The HSE is currently 
developing 2017 Waiting List Action Plans for Inpatient/Daycase procedures and Outpatient 
appointments to reduce the number of patients waiting more than 15 months by the end of Octo-
ber.  The Inpatient/Day case Plan is being developed in conjunction with the NTPF’s approach 
to the utilisation of its remaining €10m funding for patient treatment in 2017.

The HSE has now submitted Draft Waiting List Action Plans for Inpatient Daycases.  My 
Department is currently reviewing and evaluating this plan and engagement is ongoing with 
the HSE and the NTPF towards its finalisation.  The Outpatients Plan has been significantly 
progressed and I expect that it will be submitted shortly.

04/04/2017WRKK03200HSE Documents

04/04/2017WRKK03300492. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the procedure and policy in 
place within the HSE for obtaining signatures on forms from patients; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16148/17]

04/04/2017WRKK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRKK03500Hospital Admissions
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04/04/2017WRKK03600493. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if there is a policy for staff who 
oversee the completion and signatures on forms from patients in public hospitals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16149/17]

04/04/2017WRKK03700494. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the way in which hospital staff 
obtain signatures for forms from the patients who hold private health insurance and received 
treatment in public beds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16150/17]

04/04/2017WRKK03800495. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that hospital staff are completing and filling in forms without the consent of patients 
and requesting them to sign those forms; if this is allowed under the existing policy and proce-
dure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16151/17]

04/04/2017WRKK03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 493 to 495, 
inclusive, together.

Although a proportion of activity in public hospitals involves the provision of care to private 
patients, the core purpose of the system is to provide services for public patients.  Government 
policy is to ensure there is equitable access for public patients, that the proportion of private 
activity is appropriately controlled and that the statutory charges for provision of services to 
private patients are collected by public hospitals. 

When a patient is admitted to hospital, he/she has the option of being treated as a public or 
a private patient.  A patient’s status in this regard is determined in the first instance according to 
whether or not he/she chooses to waive his/her right to be eligible for public inpatient services 
and in doing so chooses to be admitted as the private patient of a consultant whose contract 
permits private practice.  

All patients who opt to be treated privately in a public hospital are subject to charges, as pro-
vided for by the Health (Amendment) Act 2013.  Detailed operational procedures in this regard, 
including arrangements in relation to patients who wish to avail of private health insurance to 
meet the costs due, are managed by the HSE.  I have therefore asked the Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in relation to this aspect of the questions asked.

04/04/2017WRLL00200Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WRLL00300496. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the request to expedite 
an ophthalmology appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16153/17]

04/04/2017WRLL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 
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04/04/2017WRLL00500HSE Correspondence

04/04/2017WRLL00600497. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the reason for the inconsis-
tency in the evidence of the chief executive of the HSE to the Committee of Public Accounts 
on 23 March 2017 regarding the information released to RTE under FOI regarding when the 
HSE had contacted gardaí regarding the publishing of the Devine report; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16154/17]

04/04/2017WRLL00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Section 16(I) 
of the Health Act 2004 (as amended)  requires the director general of the Health Service Execu-
tive to attend before Oireachtas Committees, if requested to do so, to give an account of the 
general administration of the Executive. Any issues arising in respect of the account given by 
the director general to the Public Accounts Committee on 23 March 2017 are a matter for reso-
lution between the Committee and the director general in the first instance. 

As the matters which were the subject of the Director General’s account to the Public Ac-
counts Committee are the responsibility of the Executive, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRLL00800Parking Charges

04/04/2017WRLL00900498. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the detail of the hospitals in 
which reduced-rate parking rates for long-term patients and visitors apply (details supplied); 
if this scheme is available to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16172/17]

04/04/2017WRLL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRLL01100General Practitioner Services

04/04/2017WRLL01200499. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
have contacted the HSE client registration unit to have a GP in County Louth assigned to them 
over the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16173/17]

04/04/2017WRLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRLL01400Health Services Provision

04/04/2017WRLL01500500. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans for ensuring Parkin-
son’s disease services are available throughout all regions, specifically the midlands region. 
[16181/17]

04/04/2017WRLL01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The particular 
issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE)  Accord-
ingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRLL01700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Appeals
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04/04/2017WRLL01800501. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the request by a per-
son (details supplied) to the authorities of the fair deal scheme for a review of their monthly 
contribution to the scheme; if the person will be kept updated on the progress of the appeal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16187/17]

04/04/2017WRLL01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRLL02000Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

04/04/2017WRLL02100502. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the progress in the provision of the 
Orkambi drug for those persons diagnosed with cystic fibrosis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16193/17]

04/04/2017WRLL02200509. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the position in regard to 
providing new drugs for cystic fibrosis patients here, in view of the recent submission of Vertex 
to the HSE, which would ensure access to Kalydeco and Orkambi for all eligible patients; if the 
HSE will expedite their process of decision-making; his views on whether the HSE is doing all 
that it can to ensure patients can access these medicines as soon as possible; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16248/17]

04/04/2017WRLL02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 502 and 
509 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medi-
cines, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

Since receiving the last offer from Vertex for the medicine Orkambi in January the HSE 
have engaged in a robust evaluation process consulting with both its legal advisors and the 
Department of Health. Due to the unprecedented scale of this potential investment, the HSE are 
working to ensure that access to this medicine is sustainable and  delivers the best outcome for 
Irish patients and the Irish health service overall.

At the conclusion of this evaluation process the HSE identified a number of commercial and 
contractual issues and have proposed solutions to Vertex  in order to overcome these issues. 
HSE negotiators have made themselves available to Vertex for the rest of this week in order to 
reach an agreement on the outstanding issues. I would encourage Vertex to engage in an open 
and honest manner with the HSE in the coming days and to truly put the best interests of Irish 
patients first.

I am acutely aware that the last number of months have been a stressful and worrying time 
for CF patients and their families. However, I am confident that this process can be concluded in 
a timely fashion. That said, this will ultimately be determined by Vertex’s willingness to engage 
with the HSE in the best interest of Irish CF patients.

04/04/2017WRLL02400Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRLL02500503. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the details of the current waiting 
lists for children with scoliosis; the number of children on the waiting list for treatment; the 
steps he is taking to ensure that scoliosis patients receive treatment in a timely manner; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16194/17]
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04/04/2017WRLL02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improvements in scoliosis services abso-
lutely are a priority for me as Minister for Health, for the Government and for the HSE this year. 
I welcome the fact that the HSE has committed that no child will wait longer than 4 months for 
such a procedure by the end of the year. This would bring Ireland in line with waiting times in 
the NHS in the UK.

At my request, a Scoliosis Waiting List Action Plan 2017 has been jointly developed by the 
HSE and the Children’s Hospital Group. The HSE has submitted a final draft, which will be 
published shortly. As part of the new proposal to address the spinal fusion waiting list, a num-
ber of children have been identified as clinically appropriate to have their scoliosis surgery in 
other hospitals, such as the Mater, Cappagh and Temple Street. Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital 
Crumlin has begun contacting families whose children are considered to be suitable for out-
sourcing to seek their permission to share their child’s medical file with the relevant hospitals. 
Cappagh and the Mater have begun to review these patients’ files and are developing a care plan 
for each patient.

As a result of the recent recruitment campaigns, two nurses have started which will facilitate 
an additional day a week of theatre in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin from 7 April. A 
number of nurses are due to commence in post in April and a consultant is due to commence in 
June, which will mean an increase in theatre capacity by a further two days a week from July 
2017. The Minister met with scoliosis advocacy groups last week to update them on progress. 
In addition, a group also met with senior HSE management to discuss improvements in all as-
pects of scoliosis services.

In relation to the current waiting list numbers, as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly. 

04/04/2017WRLL02700Services for People with Disabilities

04/04/2017WRLL02800504. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health when the new legislation will be 
introduced to provide for the replacement scheme for the motorised transport and mobility 
allowance; the reason for the delay in bringing forward this legislation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16197/17]

04/04/2017WRLL02900517. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the status of the policy pro-
posals for the Health (Transport Support) Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16280/17]

04/04/2017WRLL03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 504 and 517 together.

Conscious of the reports of the Ombudsman in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of 
both the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant Scheme in the context of the Equal 
Status Acts, the Government decided to close both schemes in February 2013.

The Government is aware of the continuing needs of people with a disability who rely on 
individual payments that support choice and independence.  In this regard, monthly payments 
of up to €208.50 have continued to be made by the Health Service Executive to 4,700 people 
who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Programme for Partnership Government 
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acknowledges the ongoing drafting of primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme.  
I can confirm that work on the policy proposals for the new Scheme is at an advanced stage and 
I anticipate that this will be brought to Government shortly.  The proposals seek to ensure that:

- There is a firm statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation;

- There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to the Scheme;

- Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and

- The Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.

The Deputy may be interested to note that people who previously benefitted from the now 
closed Motorised Transport Grant, may, if they satisfy the criteria under that scheme, be eli-
gible for tax relief under the Drivers and Passengers with Disabilities Tax Relief Scheme.  This 
scheme is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Finance and is operated by the 
Revenue Commissioners.  Details of the scheme can be found on www.revenue.ie.

04/04/2017WRLL03100Hospital Services

04/04/2017WRLL03200505. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16223/17]

04/04/2017WRLL03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRLL03400Hospital Staff

04/04/2017WRLL03500506. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that St. Anne’s Day Hospital in Limerick has been without one of its clinical 
psychologists since August 2016 and that persons that availed of its service have been without 
help since then; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16243/17]

04/04/2017WRLL03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRLL03700Services for People with Disabilities

04/04/2017WRLL03800507. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the case of persons (details supplied) who have been approved for ten hours of home 
support since November 2016 but have yet to receive same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16244/17]

04/04/2017WRLL03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRMM0010004/04/2017WRMM00200Audiology Services Provision
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04/04/2017WRMM00300508. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the waiting list for audiology tests in Ennis, County Clare, is now only 
dealing with referrals from 2014; the action he will take to deal with those persons referred in 
2015, 2016 and to date in 2017 that have not yet been assessed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16245/17]

04/04/2017WRMM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 509 answered with Question No. 502.

04/04/2017WRMM00550Medical Card Applications

04/04/2017WRMM00600510. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the current waiting time for 
the processing of medical card applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16260/17]

04/04/2017WRMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact 
service for Members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information was 
issued to Oireachtas Members.

04/04/2017WRMM00800Medical Card Reviews

04/04/2017WRMM00900511. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details supplied) 
is subject to a full review of a medical card application due to the fact they mistakenly ticked 
the wrong box on a renewal application. [16262/17]

04/04/2017WRMM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Ser-
vices scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as 
amended. It has established a dedicated contact service for Members of the Oireachtas specifi-
cally for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use 
for an earlier response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas Members.

04/04/2017WRMM01100Health Services

04/04/2017WRMM01200512. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) with regard to the future direction of health care; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16272/17]
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04/04/2017WRMM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In line with the commitment in the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government, the Oireachtas All-Party Committee on the Future of 
Healthcare was established in June 2016 to develop a single long term vision for healthcare 
over a 10 year period, with cross party support.

As the Deputy has stated, political consensus on the broad direction of health policy is cru-
cial to delivering a real improvement in our health services. The Committee was established on 
this basis, and in a meeting with the Committee two weeks ago I reiterated my support for its 
work.   

During the Committee’s previous public sessions, a number of people spoke about the issue 
of difficulties in implementation, and indeed the lack of implementation, of existing strate-
gies and policies.  Therefore, I believe that a strong implementation plan, well supported and 
properly resourced, and backed up with a genuine political and societal consensus to sustain it, 
is essential to making the necessary change happen. The benefit of a ten year horizon is that it 
provides a context for carefully planning the evolution of health services and structures so as to 
avoid unduly disrupting the primary focus on improving care delivery.

In relation to issues raised by the Deputy, it is worth noting that the Committee’s interim 
reports reference workstreams which include Funding Model, Resource Allocation, and Work-
force Planning  .  Indeed the Committee’s Terms of Reference recognised “the need for con-
sensus at political level on the health service funding model based on population health needs”.

As the Deputy will be aware, I had the opportunity to outline my views recently to the Com-
mittee on the future direction of the health service and a number of key priorities that I believe 
should underpin that future direction. As I expect to receive the final report and recommenda-
tions of the Committee later this month, I intend to await the outcome before moving ahead 
with changes in relation to system design, financing or governance.

04/04/2017WRMM01400Health Services

04/04/2017WRMM01500513. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter with 
regard to health care (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16273/17]

04/04/2017WRMM01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In line with the commitment in the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government, the Oireachtas All-Party Committee on the Future of 
Healthcare was established in June 2016 to develop a single long term vision for healthcare 
over a 10 year period, with cross party support.

At a meeting with the Committee two weeks ago, I outlined my views on the future direction 
of the health service and a number of key priorities that I believe should underpin that future 
direction.  In sharing my perspective with the Committee, I reiterated my belief that political 
consensus on the broad direction of health policy is crucial to delivering a real improvement in 
our health services.  

I also acknowledged the importance of taking a planned approach to any reforms and im-
provements to ensure that the health service remains capable of delivering services. The benefit 
of a ten year horizon is that it provides a context for carefully planning the evolution of struc-
tures so as to avoid unduly disrupting the primary focus on improving care delivery.

During the Committee’s previous public sessions, a number of people spoke about the is-
sue of implementation, and indeed the lack of implementation of existing strategies and poli-
cies.  I agree with the Deputy that a strong implementation plan, well supported and properly 
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resourced, is essential to making change happen.  In this regard I also note that the Committee’s 
interim reports reference a workstream on Implementation and Monitoring.

As I expect to receive the final report and recommendations of the Committee later this 
month, I intend to await the outcome before moving ahead with changes in relation to system 
design, financing or governance.

04/04/2017WRMM01700Health Services

04/04/2017WRMM01800514. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the care pathway 
and level of unmet need in primary and secondary care health services for children who could 
be diagnosed with ADHD, whose estimated number in the child population is reported as sev-
eral multiples of the capacity of secondary care CAMHS services (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16276/17]

04/04/2017WRMM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRMM02000Child Care Services Provision

04/04/2017WRMM02100515. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the status of the quoted CAMHS 
standard operating procedure. SOP, in terms of the proportion of CAMHS staff, including con-
sultant child psychiatrists, that have signed agreement to the SOP as is required before imple-
mentation as per HSE policy and in terms of other issues (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16277/17]

04/04/2017WRMM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRMM02300Drugs Payment Scheme

04/04/2017WRMM02400516. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a drug (details supplied) 
will be covered under the drugs payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16279/17]

04/04/2017WRMM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for de-
cisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug schemes 
in accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 
2013. I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 517 answered with Question No. 504.

04/04/2017WRMM02650Health Services

04/04/2017WRMM02700518. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a physiotherapy 
appointment through the HSE in respect of a person (details supplied).  [16281/17]

04/04/2017WRMM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
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reply.

04/04/2017WRMM02900Hospital Appointments Administration

04/04/2017WRMM03000519. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case of a 
person (details supplied) and schedule an urgent appointment for this person; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16283/17]

04/04/2017WRMM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRMM03200Suicide Prevention

04/04/2017WRMM03300520. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if 95% of general practitioners 
with whom suicidal persons are registered will receive a completed emergency care plan within 
24 hours as recommended by the national clinical programme for the assessment and manage-
ment of persons presenting to emergency departments following self harm; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16294/17]

04/04/2017WRMM03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRNN00100Written Answers Nos. 521-533

04/04/2017WRNN00200Accident and Emergency Departments Data

04/04/2017WRNN00300521. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if, based on current individual 
emergency department data, a target has been set for each emergency departments to reduce the 
proportion of persons leaving prior to assessment as recommended by the national clinical pro-
gramme for the assessment and management of persons presenting to emergency departments 
following self harm; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16295/17]

04/04/2017WRNN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Clinical Care Programme for 
management of self-harm presentations to Emergency Departments  is a part of the National 
Clinical Programme for Mental Health. This programme specifically addresses the care and 
treatment required by people who present to the Emergency Departments (ED) of acute hospi-
tals following an episode of self-harm or with prominent suicidal ideation. It aims to provide a 
standardised specialist response to all such people and, by so doing, reduce the numbers leav-
ing Emergency Departments without an assessment, link people into appropriate care, involve 
families and friends as appropriate with an overall aim of reducing repetition which is known to 
be associated with an increased risk of completed suicide. The continuation of this programme 
is identified as a priority in the HSE National Service Plan 2017.

 In relation to targets set within each ED to reduce the proportion of persons leaving prior to 
assessment, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRNN00500Accident and Emergency Departments
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04/04/2017WRNN00600522. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if all persons that arrive in the 
emergency department are triaged for mental health difficulties in view of the evidence that 
mental health triage scales reduce waiting times and reduce the proportion of persons that leave 
the hospital before being seen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16296/17]

04/04/2017WRNN00700523. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if 95% of all persons that present 
with self harm to the emergency department will either be admitted to a hospital bed or dis-
charged within six hours of presentation and 100% of treatment dispositions will be completed 
within nine hours, this time to be calculated from when fit for interview by the metal health 
practitioner, in view of the recommendations from the capital national clinical programme for 
the assessment and management of patients presenting to emergency departments following 
self harm; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16297/17]

04/04/2017WRNN00800524. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if mental health practitioners as-
sessing persons that present with self harm will have appropriate training; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16298/17]

04/04/2017WRNN00900525. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if the national clinical programme 
for the assessment and management of persons presenting to emergency departments following 
self harm is up and running; the number of key performance indicators following self harm that 
are being met; if these key performances are not being met, the reason; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16299/17]

04/04/2017WRNN01000526. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if the national clinical programme 
for the assessment and management of persons presenting to emergency departments following 
self harm is in practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16300/17]

04/04/2017WRNN01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 522 to 526, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to dealing with the current levels of suicide and deliberate 
self-harm, of which an important part is provision of appropriate services within the hospital 
setting.

With regard to people that may present to the Emergency Department with suicidal ideation 
or self-harm, the HSE Mental Health Division, through the Programme for Government, has 
now ensured that all Level 4 hospitals have a Liaison Psychiatry Service available on the site 
of the acute hospital. This service provides prompt assessments in the Emergency Department. 
Most Level 3 hospitals have either a service in place or have been allocated one through the 
Programme for Government. For the latter, recruitment is taking place and where the liaison 
service is not yet in place the local service has an alternative arrangement whereby the person 
is assessed by a liaison nurse or NCHD and the consultant on duty for that day provides advice 
on management. 

In addition to this, the National Clinical Programme (NCP) for the Assessment and Man-
agement of Self-Harm in Emergency Departments began in December 2014. This Clinical 
Programme is a part of an overall strategy and specifically addresses the care and treatment 
required by people who present to the Emergency Department of acute hospitals following 
an episode of self-harm or with prominent suicidal ideation. It aims to provide a standardised 
specialist response to all such people and, by so doing, reduce the numbers leaving Emergency 
Departments without an assessment, link people into appropriate care, and involve families and 
friends as appropriate with an overall aim of reducing repetition of self-harm which is known 
to be associated with an increased risk of completed suicide. The continuation of this pro-
gramme is identified as a priority in the HSE National Service Plan 2017. This NCP has trained 
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and deployed 33 senior mental health nurses at Clinical Nurse Specialist level to Emergency 
Departments around the country. This facilitates an onsite, rapid response to those who have 
self-harmed and/or are suicidal. It supplements and works with the Liaison Psychiatry Service 
to provide a bespoke response to those who are suicidal or have self-harmed. 

With regard to the specific information requested, as these are service matters these queries 
have been referred to the HSE for reply.

04/04/2017WRNN01200Suicide Prevention

04/04/2017WRNN01300527. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of suicide crisis as-
sessment nurses that are in place for the Dublin south west area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16301/17]

04/04/2017WRNN01400528. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the provisions in place for persons 
that present with suicidal behaviour, self harm or suicidal ideation in Dublin south west; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16302/17]

04/04/2017WRNN01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 527 and 528 together.

As these are service issues, I am referring them to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRNN01600Mental Health Services Expenditure

04/04/2017WRNN01700529. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if there is now an information sys-
tem in place to account for public expenditure on mental health care in view of the fact that it 
is ten years from the publication of A Vision for Change and that a group (details supplied) has 
been calling for an information technology based national mental health system since its budget 
submission in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16303/17]

04/04/2017WRNN01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WRNN01900Hospital Appointments Delays

04/04/2017WRNN02000530. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in a hos-
pital appointment for a person (details supplied).  [16306/17]

04/04/2017WRNN02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 
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04/04/2017WRNN02200Food Safety Standards

04/04/2017WRNN02300531. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will increase the capacity of 
the HSE to conduct medicated food testing in order to benefit persons such as those that suffer 
from PKU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16332/17]

04/04/2017WRNN02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE have responsibility in this area 
I have asked them to respond directly to the Deputy.

04/04/2017WRNN02500Drug Treatment Programmes

04/04/2017WRNN02600532. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the drug treatment services 
available in the midlands area generally and specifically in counties Westmeath and Longford; 
the services that have ceased in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16340/17]

04/04/2017WRNN02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

04/04/2017WRNN02800Mental Health Services

04/04/2017WRNN02900533. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the mental health services avail-
able to young persons in the midlands area generally and specifically in counties Westmeath 
and Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16341/17]

04/04/2017WRNN03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

04/04/2017WROO00200Organ Transplant Services

04/04/2017WROO00300534. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will expand the availabil-
ity of organ transplant services for children here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16347/17]

04/04/2017WROO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): At present kidney transplants for children 
in Ireland are carried out in the Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street.  Irish paediatric 
patients travel to the UK for liver, heart and lung transplants.  

04/04/2017WROO00500Organ Donation

04/04/2017WROO00600535. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to in-
crease the level of organ donation here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16348/17]

04/04/2017WROO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has provided increased 
funding to HSE Organ Donation Transplantation Ireland (ODTI) to support initiatives aimed at 
increasing the levels of organ donation and transplantation.  Additional staff have been recruit-
ed to foster a strong culture of organ donation, to optimise conversion rates and to ultimately 
increase the number of transplants that are carried out.  These staff include Organ Procurement 
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Coordinators, Organ Donation Nurse Managers and Intensive Care Consultants. 

The emphasis is on endeavouring to ensure that we avail of all opportunities for organ dona-
tion.  The Living Kidney Donor Programme reached a milestone of 50 living donor transplants 
for the first time last year.  The number of deceased donations will always fluctuate somewhat 
depending on the opportunities that arise.  

Work on scoping the parameters of legislation for a Human Tissue Bill, is currently being 
undertaken in my Department.  It is envisaged that this Bill will provide for an opt-out system 
of consent for organ donation.  Under this proposed system, consent will be deemed unless the 
person has, while alive, registered his/her wish not to become an organ donor after death.  How-
ever, it is proposed that, even though consent is deemed, the next of kin will in practice always 
be consulted prior to removing any organ (“soft” opt-out system).  The aim is to make organ 
donation the norm in situations where the opportunity arises. 

04/04/2017WROO00800Organ Donation

04/04/2017WROO00900536. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his views on opt-out basis 
as opposed to opt-in basis for organ donation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16349/17]

04/04/2017WROO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Work on scoping the parameters of legisla-
tion for a Human Tissue Bill, is currently being undertaken in my Department.  It is envisaged 
that this Bill will provide for an opt-out system of consent for organ donation.  Under this 
proposed system, consent will be deemed unless the person has, while alive, registered his/
her wish not to become an organ donor after death.  However, it is proposed that, even though 
consent is deemed, the next of kin will in practice always be consulted prior to removing any 
organ (“soft” opt-out system).  The aim is to make organ donation the norm in situations where 
the opportunity arises. 

04/04/2017WROO01100Translation Services Provision

04/04/2017WROO01200537. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Health the number of requests his De-
partment received for material to be made available in braille format in each of the years 2014 
to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by his Department; the cost 
implication and the person or body which provided the translation service. [16376/17]

04/04/2017WROO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department’s Customer Service Unit 
has advised that no requests were made to it for material to be made available in braille format 
for the years in question. 

04/04/2017WROO01400Vaccination Programme

04/04/2017WROO01500538. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the way he has ensured 
the availability of the meningitis B vaccine from the HSE in order to prevent the leading cause 
of bacterial meningitis in the UK and Ireland (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16533/17]

04/04/2017WROO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE Service Plan included additional 
funding of €2.5 million for the expansion of the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule in 
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2016.  Two changes were made to the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule with the in-
troduction of Men B and Rotavirus for all babies born on or after 1 October, 2016.  As the first 
doses of these vaccines are administered to children when they reach two months, the changes 
to the immunisation schedule took effect from 1 December, 2016.  All vaccines administered 
through the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule are provided free of charge.  Ireland is 
the second country in Europe to make the vaccine available free of charge as part of its national 
immunisation programme.  

In December 2013, NIAC issued guidance relating to the use of Bexsero in the control of 
clusters or outbreaks of Meningococcal B disease.  The vaccine has been used in accordance 
with this guidance, along with other measures, to control outbreaks of the disease. 

In June 2014, NIAC recommended immunisation with Meningitis B vaccine for all previ-
ously unimmunised close contacts of meningococcal disease.  Currently people who are con-
tacts of cases that are not part of clusters are prescribed antibiotics as a prophylactic measure.

The introduction of the vaccine to the childhood immunisation programmes means that all 
children born on or after 1 October 2016, including those in “at risk groups”, will automatically 
receive the vaccine.  There are no plans at this stage to introduce a catch-up programme for 
older children.  Those who have a medical card are eligible to have the vaccine administered 
by their GP free of charge.  However the purchase of the vaccine is not covered by the medical 
card scheme.

04/04/2017WROO01700Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WROO01800539. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract operation for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16536/17]

04/04/2017WROO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

04/04/2017WROO02000Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WROO02100540. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16571/17]

04/04/2017WROO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

04/04/2017WROO02300Registration of Nurses

04/04/2017WROO02400541. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the status of and the reason for 
the delay in processing a nursing registration application (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16578/17]

04/04/2017WROO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I would like to thank the Deputy for the 
matter raised. 

The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland have provided a report on the matter. The 
NMBI have advised that the applicant applied for registration in October 2014. However, the 
file was closed in October 2015 as a number of documents were still outstanding from the ap-
plicant. A new application was received in March 2016 and the final requested document was 
received in the NMBI in June 2016. I understand from the NMBI that further information/
clarification was requested and a decision to refuse registration was made in August 2016. 
The NMBI notified the applicant of this decision to her address in the USA. The NMBI have 
recently e-mailed a scanned copy of this decision letter to the applicant. The applicant has 56 
days from receipt of the decision letter in which to lodge an appeal.  

04/04/2017WROO02600Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WROO02700542. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will schedule an appointment 
for a person (details supplied) [16579/17]

04/04/2017WROO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.  

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

04/04/2017WROO02900Health Services

04/04/2017WROO03000543. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16587/17]
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04/04/2017WROO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.  

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Ser-
vices scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as 
amended.  It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifi-
cally for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use 
for an earlier response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

04/04/2017WROO03200Hospital Services

04/04/2017WROO03300544. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the process and services that 
are available to persons living with intestinal failure transitioning from the national paediatric 
unit at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16604/17]

04/04/2017WROO03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware that a business case for the es-
tablishment of a dedicated centre for Intestinal Failure is currently being finalised by St James’s 
Hospital. St James’s Hospital is part of the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.  Any proposals for 
the funding for the centre for Intestinal failure in St. James’s will have to be considered as part 
of the Hospital Group’s overall priorities for services across the Group.  The business case will 
need to be submitted to the HSE for consideration as part of the overall 2018 estimates process 
and with regard to competing priorities for resources available in 2018. 

In relation to the specific query raised in relation to transitional arrangements, as this is a 
service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

04/04/2017WROO03500Home Help Service

04/04/2017WROO03600545. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the way home help care work-
ers’ pensions are assessed; when these pensions wereintroduced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16608/17]

04/04/2017WROO03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Eligible HSE employees including Home 
Helps and Health Care Assistants are members of the Health Service Executive Employee Su-
perannuation Scheme.  Members’ pensions are calculated in accordance with pension scheme 
rules.

04/04/2017WROO03800Hospital Staff Data

04/04/2017WROO03900546. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of orthopaedic 
surgeons currently based at University College Hospital Galway; if there are current vacancies, 
when the orthopaedic surgery posts became vacant; when these positions will be filled; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16610/17]

04/04/2017WROO04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
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this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WROO04100Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WROO04200547. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) can expect to receive an appointment for pain management injections at University Hos-
pital Galway’s orthopaedic department. [16611/17]

04/04/2017WROO04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.  

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.  

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

04/04/2017WRPP00200Hospital Services

04/04/2017WRPP00300548. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the administration of pain 
management injections is currently available at University College Hospital Galway; if not, 
the expected timeframe for this service to become available; and if there are other options for 
persons experiencing extreme pain in the interim [16612/17]

04/04/2017WRPP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRPP00500Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WRPP00600549. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment. [16623/17]

04/04/2017WRPP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.  

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.
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04/04/2017WRPP00800Medicinal Products Regulation

04/04/2017WRPP00900550. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the HPRA has a report of 
roaccutane being used for its intended purpose, which is cancer; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16624/17]

04/04/2017WRPP01000556. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
were dispensed roaccutane as per HSE records each year from 2005 to 2016 and to date in 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16656/17]

04/04/2017WRPP01100558. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the law under which a can-
cer drug, namely roaccutane, is permitted to be prescribed, sold and used without full informa-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16664/17]

04/04/2017WRPP01200569. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason roaccutane is 
still available here (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16764/17]

04/04/2017WRPP01300570. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the HPRA has informa-
tion on roaccutane being used for its intended purpose of cancer treatment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16765/17]

04/04/2017WRPP01400571. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on the use of 
roaccutane, a chemotherapy drug, for a benign condition such as acne; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16766/17]

04/04/2017WRPP01500572. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of legal cases 
in respect of roaccutane currently in process; the number of cases which have taken place here 
since 1983; and if the HPRA was or is involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16767/17]

04/04/2017WRPP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 550, 556, 
558, 569 to 572, inclusive, together.  

As previously stated to the Deputy, Roaccutane® (containing the active substance, isotreti-
noin) is authorised in Ireland and the EU for treating severe forms of acne which have been 
resistant to other standard therapies.  It is not at present (nor was it ever) authorised in Ireland 
for the treatment of cancer. 

As with all licensed medicinal products in Ireland, product information for Roaccutane is 
available to patients and healthcare professionals.  The product information is comprised of the 
Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC), mainly for the doctor and the Package Leaflet for 
the patient.  These documents are issued when a medicinal product is first authorised for use, 
and are reviewed and updated as necessary to reflect the current state of knowledge of the me-
dicinal product and the risks associated with its use.  Both are available on the HPRA website.  

Roaccutane is authorised as a prescription only medicine, subject to the Medicinal Products 
(Prescription and Control of Supply) Regulations.  The requirements for specific monitoring 
of the patient are described in detail in the SmPC in relation to psychiatric disorders, severe 
skin reactions, allergic reactions, liver enzymes, serum lipids and the pregnancy prevention 
programme.  Monitoring in these circumstances is through ongoing review of the patient by 
the prescribing doctor, as part of their clinical practice.  Educational materials to support safe 
and appropriate use of Roaccutane by healthcare professionals and patients have also been ap-
proved by the HPRA and are accessible from its website.

The guidance to support appropriate use and monitoring of Roaccutane® is based on assess-
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ment of the currently available data, which changes over time, as new information is generated 
on an on-going basis from a variety of sources, including post marketing experience of global 
adverse reaction data, further studies, literature reviews, etc.  

Assessments are carried out on an ongoing basis by EU regulatory authorities to determine 
if the benefits of a particular medicine continue to outweigh the potential risks and to consider 
if steps need to be taken, such as updates to the product information, to further highlight/mini-
mise the risks.  A review of all retinoid-containing medicines, including Roaccutane is currently 
underway at EU level, considering the measures currently in place for pregnancy prevention, 
as well as warnings and recommendations in the product information related to depression, 
anxiety and suicidal behaviour.  

Roaccutane has not been banned from any markets for regulatory reasons.  It is understood 
that Roche Pharmaceuticals, the manufacturer of Roaccutane, has discontinued marketing in 
some countries, including the US, for commercial reasons.  Generic forms of isotretinoin con-
tinue to be available in these countries. 

Since 2000, there have been eleven cases brought with respect to Roaccutane® to which 
the HPRA/IMB was named as co-defendant.  Requests for information on total number of legal 
cases in relation to Roaccutane® referred to by the Deputy should be addressed directly to the 
pharmaceutical company concerned. 

As to the number of people that were dispensed roaccutane, this matter has been referred to 
the HSE for attention and direct reply to you.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE 
within 10 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter 
with them.

04/04/2017WRPP01700Hospital Accommodation Provision

04/04/2017WRPP01800551. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the progress in locating modu-
lar patient accommodation on the South Tipperary General Hospital campus to alleviate the 
overcrowding situation at the hospital; if a company has been sourced to provide the modular 
accommodation; if the Health Service Executive has engaged proactively with the local author-
ity involved as regards the planning process for same and their requirements; when he envis-
ages that the first patients and staff will be able to move into the new facilities once provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16626/17]

04/04/2017WRPP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Winter Initiative recognises that there 
are specific challenges in relation to capacity at South Tipperary General Hospital (STGH).  As 
such, various options are being considered, including the use of the “National Framework for 
Alternative Accommodation on Hospital Sites”, to provide additional surge capacity through 
a temporary inpatient solution at the STGH site.  The next stage will be for a mini-tender to 
be coordinated to request proposals in relation to temporary patient accommodation solutions.  
Decisions in relation to the opening of temporary alternative accommodation in specific loca-
tions will be made based on the outcome of this procurement process and the submissions made 
by hospitals and hospital groups.  

In terms of providing additional support in the short term, I have been advised that the HSE 
is working towards providing extra surge capacity through the fit out of additional space on the 
first floor of the hospital to alleviate pressure on the Emergency Department.  This extra capac-
ity is expected to be available from early May and could be used to accommodate space for up 
to 11 bays.
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04/04/2017WRPP02000National Children’s Hospital

04/04/2017WRPP02100552. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 340 of 28 March 2017, the basis for his view that the final construction elements of 
the project compare favourably to the costs of international projects of a similar size and scale; 
when the cost benefit analysis will be complete; and his plans to publish this in the interests of 
transparency [16631/17]

04/04/2017WRPP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has benchmarked the post-tender construction costs of the new chil-
dren’s hospital against construction costs for major acute hospitals internationally.  This ex-
ercise demonstrates that construction elements of the project compare favourably to the costs 
of international projects of a similar size and scale when benchmarked at cost per bed or per 
square metre.  

The Definitive Business Case sets out a detailed analysis of the costs of the new children’s 
hospital and satellite centres and the associated benefits.  

The Final Project Brief, which includes the Definitive Business Case, has been submitted 
to my Department and I intend to bring a Memorandum to Government on this very shortly.  
The Definitive Business Case will be made available following Ministerial consent and HSE 
approval of the Final Project Brief, in accordance with the statutory approval process.  

04/04/2017WRPP02300Hospital Facilities

04/04/2017WRPP02400553. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to the Exche-
quer of carers supporting family members living with severe intestinal failure due to the lack of 
a dedicated national adult centre being in place; his plans to change this situation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16637/17]

04/04/2017WRPP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware that a business case for the es-
tablishment of a dedicated centre for Intestinal Failure is currently being finalised by St James’s 
Hospital.  St James’s Hospital is part of the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.  Any proposals 
for the funding for the centre for Intestinal failure in St. James’s will have to be considered as 
part of the Hospital Group’s overall priorities for services across the Group.  The business case 
will need to be submitted to the HSE for consideration as part of the overall 2018 estimates 
process and with regard to competing priorities for resources available in 2018.  

In relation to the specific query raised in relation to the costs of carers, as this is a service 
matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

04/04/2017WRPP02600Voluntary Sector Remuneration

04/04/2017WRPP02700554. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the provision which has been made 
for section 39 organisations providing social care services to meet the various pay restoration 
requirements now falling due under the Lansdowne Road Agreement.  [16648/17]

04/04/2017WRPP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Voluntary providers are funded under Sec-
tion 39 of the Health Act 2004.  The HSE has in place Service Level Agreements with these 
providers that set out the level of service to be provided for the grant to the individual organisa-
tion and requirements in relation to standards of care.  
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As the individuals employed by Section 39 organisations are not HSE employees, the HSE 
has no role in determining the salaries or other terms and conditions applying to these staff, 
including any pension arrangements.  Accordingly such arrangements offered by individual 
providers will vary.  

The pay and superannuation terms and conditions of the staff concerned are not subject to 
the control of the Department of Health and they are not classified as public servants.  

04/04/2017WRPP02900Medical Card Eligibility

04/04/2017WRPP03000555. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when medical cards will be pro-
vided to all children in receipt of domiciliary care allowance; if these children will automati-
cally receive the medical card once proof is provided that they are in receipt of the allowance; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16649/17]

04/04/2017WRPP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health (Amendment) Bill 2017 was 
published Thursday 2nd March 2017.  This Bill will enable the granting of full eligibility for 
general practitioner and other health services to all children in respect of whom a Domiciliary 
Care Allowance (DCA) is paid.  Granting a medical card to all children in respect of whom a 
DCA payment is made will benefit approximately 9,800 children in this cohort who do not cur-
rently qualify for a medical card.  The legislation was passed in the Seanad last Thursday, 30th 
March 2017.  The Bill was signed by the President on 31st March 2017.  

Pre-registration with the HSE for the DCA medical card will be available from 1st May 
2017.  This can be done on-line or paper-based.  These medical cards will be certified for use 
from 1st June 2017.  

For a child in receipt of DCA but who currently does not have a medical card, the parent or 
guardian will register for the scheme either online or through a paper-based form.  For a child 
who is currently eligible for a medical card (under discretion or otherwise) and is confirmed to 
be in receipt of DCA, the HSE will automatically issue them a medical card.  For a child who 
is currently eligible for a GP Visit Card (under discretion or otherwise), this card will automati-
cally be upgraded to a full medical card. 

  Question No. 556 answered with Question No. 550

04/04/2017WRPP03300National Lottery Funding Data

04/04/2017WRPP03400557. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if national lottery funding is 
available at present through his Department to support the work of community groups; if so, 
if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the details of same; the funding 
available through his Department that a local group (details supplied) can make an application 
for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16657/17]

04/04/2017WRPP03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department no longer operates a Na-
tional Lottery Fund.  However, the Deputy should note that the HSE operates a similar scheme 
and continues to provide grants to health agencies and other organisations from National Lot-
tery funds.  Details of the scheme are available at http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/1/schemes/
National-Lottery-Grants-2017/.

  Question No. 558 answered with Question No. 550.
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04/04/2017WRPP03700Departmental Correspondence

04/04/2017WRPP03800559. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a final reply to a query 
that was sent to his office in January 2017 by a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [16670/17]

04/04/2017WRPP03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A reply was issued to the person you refer-
ence from County Cork and I have no further comment to make on the matter.

04/04/2017WRQQ00200Hospital Waiting Lists

04/04/2017WRQQ00300560. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
region who are currently on a waiting list to have cataract removal procedure, in tabular form; 
when he expects these lists to be cleared; the average waiting time for each region; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16679/17]

04/04/2017WRQQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2000 daycases will be managed through this 
process and outsourcing of treatment will commence shortly.  The focus of this initiative will be 
those lists with large numbers of long waiting patients including Ophthalmology.

In addition to this Daycase Initiative, the NTPF has been working closely with my Depart-
ment and the HSE to agree an approach to the remaining 2017 allocation.  The HSE is currently 
developing a 2017 Waiting List Action Plans for Inpatient/Daycase procedures and Outpatient 
appointments to reduce the number of patients waiting more than 15 months by the end of Oc-
tober. The Inpatient/Day case Plan is being developed in conjunction with the NTPF’s approach 
to the utilisation of its remaining €10m funding for patient treatment in 2017. 

The HSE has now submitted Draft Waiting List Action Plans for Inpatient Daycases and 
Scoliosis.  My Department is currently reviewing and evaluating these plans and engagement 
is ongoing with the HSE and the NTPF towards the finalisation of the former.  The Outpatients 
Plan has been significantly progressed and I expect that it will be submitted shortly.

The HSE is currently finalising the Report of the Primary Care Eye Services Review.  The 
overall aim of the Review is to reorganise primary care eye  services with an increased empha-
sis on maximising delivery of a comprehensive service at primary care level and thereby creat-
ing capacity in the acute sector to provide more complex services.

In response to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRQQ00500Hospital Appointments Administration

04/04/2017WRQQ00600561. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review and organise an 
appointment in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16681/17]
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04/04/2017WRQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

  Questions Nos. 562 and 563 answered with Question No. 484.

04/04/2017WRQQ00900Alcohol Sales

04/04/2017WRQQ01000564. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the actions he has undertaken to 
date in tackling underage alcohol consumption; the results to date; his views on figures which 
showed an increase of the number of admissions in Dublin’s three main children’s hospitals; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16689/17]

04/04/2017WRQQ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
Alcohol policy in Ireland has developed over the years.  Current policy is outlined in the Steer-
ing Group Report of the National Substance Misuse Strategy.

The overall volume of alcohol consumption and the pattern of binge drinking predict the 
incidence of alcohol-related harm in Ireland.  Price, availability and marketing of alcohol are 
key factors in its supply which in turn impacts on the volume and pattern of alcohol consump-
tion.  The strategic objective with respect to the supply of alcohol products is to ensure that the 
supply and price of alcohol is regulated and controlled in order to minimise the possibility and 
incidence of alcohol-related harm.  This will be achieved by, addressing issues such as - reduc-
ing the supply of cheap alcohol - controlling the availability of alcohol - preventing the sale of 
alcohol to children under 18 years of age and restrictions on alcohol marketing and sponsorship.

It is important to change the culture around drinking and future proof our children from 
harmful drinking.  The Public Health Alcohol Bill includes provisions to address these strategic 
objectives.  The Bill addresses alcohol as a public health measure for the first time.

How affordable alcohol is to the average consumer has a direct impact on consumption - as 
the price of alcohol increases, consumption rates and harms decrease.  Strong and cheap drink 
is favoured by young people, who have the least disposable income and the highest prevalence 
of binge drinking.  Minimum unit pricing of alcohol products sets a minimum price per gram 
or unit of alcohol.  It is a targeted measure, designed to prevent the sale of alcohol at very 
cheap prices and will have a substantial impact on alcohol consumption.  The Bill introduces a 
minimum unit price for alcohol products which will help prevent alcohol being sold at pocket 
money prices.

A licence is required to sell alcohol and this should be reflected in how it is displayed for 
sale. The separation of alcohol and its reduced visibility in mixed retail shops will stop children 
associating alcohol with everyday household grocery items.

Alcohol marketing increases the likelihood that adolescents will start to use alcohol earlier 
and will drink more if they are already using alcohol. The Bill will restrict the amount of ad-
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vertising that children are exposed to - alcohol free advertising zones around schools, parks, 
etc. Regulations on the content of advertising will ensure that alcohol advertisements are not 
appealing to children. We are banning sponsorship of events where majority of participants 
are children/aimed at children. We are reducing the association between alcohol products and 
events that appeal to children and restricting advertising of alcohol products at some sporting 
events. This is the first step in severing link between alcohol and sport.

The most recent European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs shows that 
use of alcohol and of heavy episodic drinking was less common among Irish students compared 
to the other countries in the survey.

The Department has also referred your question to the Health Service Executive in relation 
to alcohol related admissions of children to paediatric hospitals in Dublin. The HSE will reply 
directly to you. 

04/04/2017WRQQ01200Commencement of Legislation

04/04/2017WRQQ01300565. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health when he will make com-
mencement orders in respect of the remaining sections that fall under his remit of the Assisted 
Decision Making (Capacity) Act 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16693/17]

04/04/2017WRQQ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015.  The Act provides a modern statutory frame-
work to support decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties, and the greater part of this 
Act is the responsibility of the Department of Justice and Equality. 

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives (AHDs) is a matter for my Department.  An AHD is a statement 
made by a person with capacity setting out his or her will and preferences regarding treatment 
decisions that may arise in the future when he or she no longer has capacity. 

Under section 91 of the Act, I am responsible for the establishment of a multidisciplinary 
working group to assist in the development and preparation of the Code of Practice for the AHD 
provisions of the Act.  I established this multidisciplinary working group on 17 October 2016 
under section 91(2) of the Act.  The role of the working group will be to prepare a detailed series 
of recommendations for the Director of the Decision Support Service, in relation to codes of 
practice.  The Director will subsequently prepare and submit  a Code(s) of Practice to me for 
my consent to publish. 

The preparation of the Code of Practice will facilitate the subsequent commencement of 
Part 8 of the Act, pertaining to AHDs, in its entirety.

04/04/2017WRQQ01500Hospital Appointments Status

04/04/2017WRQQ01600566. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
may expect an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16754/17]

04/04/2017WRQQ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

04/04/2017WRQQ01800Legislative Measures

04/04/2017WRQQ01900567. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his plans to legislate for the 
regulation of surrogacy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16755/17]

04/04/2017WRQQ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are currently 
drafting the General Scheme of legislative provisions on assisted human reproduction (AHR) 
and associated research, which will include provisions relating to surrogacy.  It is envisaged 
that the General Scheme will be completed by the end of June 2017.  Once the General Scheme 
has been completed, a memo will be submitted for Government approval, and once approved 
by Government, I intend to submit the General Scheme to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Health for pre-legislative scrutiny. 

The proposed legislation will take cognisance of the 2014 Supreme Court judgment in the 
MR & Anor v. An tArd Chláraitheoir & Ors (surrogacy) case, which found that the birth mother, 
rather than the genetic mother, is the legal mother.  It is envisaged that the legislation will es-
tablish a mechanism for transfer of parentage from the surrogate (and her husband, if she has 
one) to the intending parents. 

In addition, it is envisaged that under the surrogacy provisions at least one of the intending 
parents will have to be genetically related to the child.  Surrogacy will be permitted on an altru-
istic basis where the payment of defined and receiptable reasonable expenses will be allowed, 
however, commercial surrogacy will be prohibited.

The intention of the legislation in this area is to protect, promote and ensure the health and 
safety of parents, others involved in the process (such as donors and surrogate mothers) and, 
most importantly, the children who will be born as a result of AHR. 

04/04/2017WRQQ02100Cross-Border Health Services Provision

04/04/2017WRQQ02200568. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if funding under the EU IN-
TERREG IVA programme is secure for the work of CAWT in view of the importance of this 
programme for the delivery of some health services on a cross-Border basis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16757/17]

04/04/2017WRQQ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health is the Account-
able Department for the health theme of the cross border INTERREG V Programme, which is 
managed by the Special EU Programme’s Body (SEUPB).  The Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform has overall responsibility at central level for the INTERREG and PEACE 
programmes and the SEUPB is an agency under its remit.  These cross border Programmes are 
85% funded by the EU.  I am pleased to note that following intensive discussions by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform with the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland, 
agreement was reached at the end of October 2016 on a safeguard clause that has enabled fund-
ing agreements to be put in place and Letters of Offer to issue to programme beneficiaries for 
both PEACE and INTERREG.
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Approximately €47.5m worth of EU INTERREG VA Programme funding has been offered 
to eight innovative cross-border health and social care initiatives.  The funding will be used to 
reduce health inequalities, transition health services from an institutional to community-based 
setting and increase efficiencies through increased use of e-health technologies, on both sides 
of the border. 

Match-funding for the projects is provided by the Departments of Health in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland alongside the Scottish Government. 

A number of the successful projects will be led by the Health Service Executive on behalf 
of the CAWT Partnership; these projects are in the areas of Mental Health, Acute Services, 
Health and Well-Being and Children’s Services.  In addition, CAWT is a partner in a project on 
Primary Care and Older People which is led by NHS 24 (Scotland). 

CAWT has an excellent track record in delivering INTERREG Projects and I am pleased 
that they have been successful in securing funding for these projects. Implementation of the 
projects will make a difference to people’s lives and importantly will demonstrate real collabo-
ration in achieving the project aims. These projects are also important in the context of contin-
ued North/South co-operation in the health area.

  Questions Nos. 569 to 572, inclusive, answered with Question No. 550.

04/04/2017WRQQ02500Ambulance Service Data

04/04/2017WRQQ02600573. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the number of ambu-
lances and staffing levels for County Donegal in the years 2008, 2012 and 2016; the distribution 
of ambulances within the county throughout the various ambulance stations or locations for 
those years; if he has satisfied himself that the number of ambulances, staffing levels and the 
ability to meet call out times can be met and fulfilled; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16786/17]

04/04/2017WRQQ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

04/04/2017WRRR00200Agriculture Scheme Payments

04/04/2017WRRR00300574. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of persons in County Louth that have not received 85% of their total 2016 payment 
under GLAS 1, GLAS 2 and AEOS; the reason for this delay; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15999/17]

04/04/2017WRRR00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the EU 
Regulations governing GLAS, AEOS and all other area-based payment schemes, a full check, 
including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System must take place before pay-
ment can issue.  Currently 26 GLAS 1, 7 GLAS 2 and 10 AEOS cases are being worked through 
on an ongoing basis with all cases that are cleared for payment being paid on a weekly basis.

04/04/2017WRRR00500Animal Welfare

04/04/2017WRRR00600575. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
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attention has been drawn to the fact that the KSPCA refused to attend the scene of an incident 
(details supplied) in Kilkenny city on 26 March 2017 and informed persons calling to report 
the incident that it was a matter for the Garda, which had advised that it was a matter for the 
KSPCA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16004/17]

04/04/2017WRRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The incident 
mentioned is the subject of an ongoing investigation by An Garda Síochána who have assured 
my Department that, if it can be established a crime has been committed, every effort will be 
made in holding the offender(s) to account. 

Incidents of animal cruelty are totally unacceptable and my Department devotes consider-
able resources to protecting animal welfare and dealing with breaches of animal welfare legisla-
tion. 

04/04/2017WRRR00800GLAS Payments

04/04/2017WRRR00900576. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Donegal will receive outstanding GLAS payment 
for 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16019/17]

04/04/2017WRRR01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

04/04/2017WRRR01100An Scéim Ghlas ar Bheagán Carbóin do Chomhshaol na Talmhaíochta

04/04/2017WRRR01200577. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén uair a 
dhéanfar íocaíocht faoi scéim GLAS le feirmeoir i gContae na Gaillimhe (sonraí leis seo); cén 
fáth a bhfuil moill leis an íocaíocht sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [16035/17]

04/04/2017WRRR01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ceadaíodh 
an duine ainmnithe isteach in GLAS 1 agus an 1 Deireadh Fómhair 2015 an dáta ar cuireadh 
tús leis an gconradh.  Tá teidlíochtaí iomlána faighte ag an té sin i leith na bliana scéime 2015.

Le linn phróiseas seiceála réamhíocaíochta 2016, tháinig fadhb chun solais nuair a rinneadh 
cros-sheiceáil ríomhairithe ar bhunachair sonraí na Roinne.  Tá oifigigh de chuid na Roinne ag 
scrúdú na faidhbe seo le súil agus gur féidir tuilleadh próiseála a dhéanamh ar íocaíocht i leith  
na bliana scéime 2016.

04/04/2017WRRR01400Aquaculture Licence Applications

04/04/2017WRRR01500578. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
licences will be renewed for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16123/17]

04/04/2017WRRR01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appli-
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cation referred to by the Deputy is on behalf of Sneem Fishermen’s Cooperative Society Ltd 
(which includes the individuals identified by the Deputy).

The relevant sites are located within Kenmare Bay which is designated as a Special Area of 
Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive (Natura 2000 site).

All applications in ‘Natura’ areas are required to be appropriately assessed for the purpose 
of environmental compliance with the EU Birds and/or Habitats Directives.  An Appropriate 
Assessment has been carried out by the Marine Institute in respect of Kenmare Bay Special 
Area of Conservation.  My Department has prepared an Appropriate Assessment Conclusion 
Statement which outlines how it is proposed to licence aquaculture in Kenmare Bay Special 
Area of Conservation in compliance with the Habitats Directive.  This Conclusion Statement is 
available on the Department’s website.

In addition to Natura requirements, under EU Environmental Impact Assessment Directives 
all licence applications must undergo an Environmental Impact Screening Assessment.  This 
requires significant input from my Department’s scientific and technical advisors.  All applica-
tions, in compliance with the requirements of the applicable legislation, are advertised in order 
to facilitate public consultation, and submissions or observations received must be considered 
as part of the licence determination process.

While the Appropriate Assessment is carried out on a bay-wide basis, each licence appli-
cation within the bay must be assessed individually.  Every effort is being made to expedite 
the determination of this aquaculture licence application having regard to all the complexities 
involved.

04/04/2017WRRR01700Agricultural Colleges Data

04/04/2017WRRR01800579. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of young persons currently enrolled on green cert courses that will not be eligible for 
the national reserve, by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16141/17]

04/04/2017WRRR01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The current 
agricultural education requirement for the National Reserve is at Fetac Level 6 or equivalent.  
My Department does not hold records of the number of young persons who are currently en-
rolled on such agricultural courses. 

There are a number of educational institutions which provide this level of agricultural edu-
cation, for example agricultural colleges run by Teagasc, privately owned colleges and Univer-
sities. 

Graduates from these courses do not always necessarily follow a farming career.

04/04/2017WRRR02000Agriculture Scheme Payments

04/04/2017WRRR02100580. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 635 of 31 January 2017, the reason incorrect information was 
provided (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16163/17]

04/04/2017WRRR02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Further to 
previous PQ 3945, I can now confirm that payment has issued directly to the nominated bank 
account of the person named in the past week. 
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04/04/2017WRRR02300Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme

04/04/2017WRRR02400581. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if there will be an aid package for tillage farmers in the future; and if so, the details of same. 
[16167/17]

04/04/2017WRRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy 
will be aware I hosted a further Tillage Stakeholders Forum recently which consisted of rep-
resentatives from all sides of this Sector.  Addressing the Forum, I took the opportunity to 
highlight that one of my priorities has been to address the impact of the change in the sterling 
exchange rate and lower commodity prices in some sectors, which have caused cash flow dif-
ficulties for farmers. 

Therefore I was pleased to facilitate the “Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme”, 
which was developed by my Department in co-operation with the Strategic Banking Corpo-
ration of Ireland (SBCI) and makes €150 million available to farmers throughout Ireland at 
interest rates of 2.95%.  Distributed through AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank, it provides 
tillage farmers with a low cost, flexible source of working capital and will allow them to pay 
down more expensive forms of short-term debt, ensuring the ongoing financial sustainability of 
viable farming enterprises.  The loans are for amounts up to €150,000 for up to six years and are 
flexible with interest only facilities of up to three years.  Although there are no official figures as 
yet on the total drawdown from the Scheme, very strong interest has been reported.  

Also the Tillage Investment Scheme under TAMS II opened for online applications on 8 
March 2017.  The specific areas of investment include Minimum Disturbance Tillage Equip-
ment, Sprayers, Rain Water Harvesting, Grain Storage and Grain dryers.  This Tillage Scheme 
is the latest of the Targeted Modernisation Schemes (TAMS II) to be launched under the Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020.  The Scheme is co-funded by the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD). All applications must be made on-line, either by the 
farmer or by an adviser authorised to act on his or her behalf.  The closing date for applications 
under the first tranche of the new scheme will be Friday 30 June 2017.

As an additional support to cash flow on farms, including Tillage farms, that up to last 
week €1.182 billion has been paid out under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme to 123,821 farm-
ers and payments are ongoing.  Payments of just over €201 million have also been made to 
93,921 applicants under the 2016 Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme.  

I can confirm to the Deputy that a wide ranging discussion took place among all the stake-
holders who attended the Forum, including on the issue of crop losses as a result of the poor 
harvest conditions of last autumn.  My officials have since then had some further meetings with 
stakeholders and I will consider further the outcome of those deliberations.

04/04/2017WRRR02600Animal Welfare

04/04/2017WRRR02700582. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to animal welfare issues to puppy mills in County Cavan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16168/17]

04/04/2017WRRR02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Responsibil-
ity for legislation relating to dog breeding establishments rests with the Department of Hous-
ing, Planning, Community and Local Government.  However, officials from my Department 
work closely with local authority officers on issues relating to the welfare of dogs and, in 2015, 



Questions - Written Answers

402

engaged with them on joint inspections of dog breeding establishments.  In overall terms the 
welfare of the dogs in dog breeding establishments was found to be satisfactory; however, a 
number of notices were issued by local authorities with a view to improving housing facilities 
and reducing the number of dogs kept.

A detailed list of statistics on the 2015 local authority inspections, notices issued and detailed 
information can be found at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/cur-
rent/sub-type/dog-control/type/statistics?query  

The figures for 2016 are being compiled at present and will soon be published at the same 
location.

 Officers of my Department continue to work closely with local authority officials to ensure 
the optimum animal welfare standards.

04/04/2017WRRR02900Public Sector Staff Recruitment

04/04/2017WRRR03000583. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of full-time and part-time staff hired since 1 January 2017 in his Department 
and in each State agency under his auspices; the number of these staff hires which were re-
cruited specifically to work on Brexit-related issues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16180/17]

04/04/2017WRRR03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has hired 55 full-time staff since 1 January 2017. 

Following the UK referendum in June 2016, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine established a dedicated Brexit Unit within its EU and International Trade Division.  This 
Unit now forms part of a newly formed Brexit and International Trade Division.  It is comprised 
of three staff working full-time on Brexit issues, reporting to a full-time Head of Division, who 
in turn reports to an Assistant Secretary General deeply engaged in Brexit issues in addition to 
discharging other responsibilities.  The Unit co-ordinates the ongoing analysis, consultation 
and engagement activities being undertaken by a large number of administrative, technical and 
veterinary staff, through an internal Brexit Response Committee comprised of 16 people drawn 
from the wide range of Divisions affected by Brexit (including, for example, Meat and Milk 
Policy, Animal Health and Welfare, Food Industry Development, Economics and Planning, and 
Seafood Policy and Development).  It also feeds into the whole-of-Government co-ordination 
being undertaken by the Department of the Taoiseach. 

Staff hires within  State agencies under my Department’s auspices are a matter for the State 
Bodies themselves once they remain within their budget set in their Delegated Sanction.  

04/04/2017WRRR03200GLAS Payments

04/04/2017WRRR03300584. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Donegal will receive an outstanding 2016 GLAS 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16184/17]

04/04/2017WRRR03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.
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The 85% advance payment for 2016 has also been  paid to the person named.  The balanc-
ing 15% payment for 2016 will be processed in due course according to the regulatory require-
ments.

04/04/2017WRRR03500Departmental Bodies Properties

04/04/2017WRRR03600585. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a vacant building (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16190/17]

04/04/2017WRRR03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The property 
referred to by the Deputy is under Bord Iascaigh Mhara’s (BIM) remit and is not part of my 
Department’s property portfolio in Dingle Fishery Harbour Centre.  Currently my Department 
is using part of the property as a storage area with BIM’s agreement.

Any decision regarding the disposal of the building is a matter for the Board of BIM.

04/04/2017WRSS00150GLAS Payments

04/04/2017WRSS00200586. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons who have had their GLAS payments delayed; when the payments will be 
made; the steps he is taking to ensure that payments are processed as soon as possible; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16195/17]

04/04/2017WRSS00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the EU 
Regulations governing GLAS and all other area-based payment schemes, a full check, includ-
ing cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System must take place before payment 
can issue.  Currently 2911 GLAS 1 and 1246 GLAS 2 cases are being worked through on an 
ongoing basis with all cases that are cleared for payment being paid on a weekly basis.

04/04/2017WRSS00350Gorse Burning

04/04/2017WRSS00400587. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of investigations that have taken place in the past ten years into illegal gorse fires 
and the illegal burning of uplands; the number of these investigations that have resulted in pros-
ecutions with the relevant fines imposed on the offender; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16224/17]

04/04/2017WRSS00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This is a mat-
ter in the first instance for the Minister for Arts, Heritage Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  
The burning of vegetation is controlled by the Wildlife Acts.  It is an offence under Section 40 
of the Wildlife Act, 1976 (amended by Section 46 of the Wildlife Act, 2000) to burn, from 1st 
March to 31st August in any year, any vegetation growing on any land not then cultivated.  Indi-
viduals who are found to burn vegetation within that prohibited period are liable to prosecution 
by An Garda Síochána or by the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  My Department has no 
role in regard to prosecutions.

04/04/2017WRSS00550Fodder Crisis
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04/04/2017WRSS00600588. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will report on the establishment of a winter feed crisis fund or other similar fund to assist 
farmers; if it was established; the way in which small and independent farmers across Ireland 
and especially in counties Sligo and Leitrim can access this fund in view of the problems caused 
due to inclement weather in winter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16249/17]

04/04/2017WRSS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Given the 
weather conditions encountered this winter, it can be summarised as having been very mild 
overall, with no periods of extreme weather conditions.  The month of January was even quite 
dry.  Thankfully, this has contributed to the absence of a fodder shortage, unlike the previous 
winter.

In addition, fodder is readily available on the market across the country, and at modest 
prices.  In fact, silage for example, is currently trading at comparatively low rates.

In view of the current weather forecast, stock are being let out early on land, due to good 
ground conditions and substantial grass growth having commenced in earnest.

Needless to say, my Department is constantly monitoring the fodder situation, and remains 
in close contact with Met Eireann and Teagasc on an ongoing basis, ensuring a thorough under-
standing of the situation on farms.

04/04/2017WRSS00750GLAS Applications

04/04/2017WRSS00800589. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a GLAS payment will be received by a person (details supplied) in County Wexford; the 
reason for the delay in processing 5,000 applications for payment; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16270/17]

04/04/2017WRSS00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All applica-
tions for GLAS payments are subject to passing the required regulatory validations and checks.  
There are currently 4,000 of the 37,000 active applications in GLAS 1 and 2 awaiting payment 
of their 2016 advance payment.  These cases have not passed all of the required checks or the 
crosscheck of information on Department databases shows an error.  These issues include: 

- declared parcel use for BPS purposes not compatible with the GLAS action selected on 
the parcel;  

- changes in parcel boundaries on which a GLAS action is chosen including splitting or 
merging of parcels; 

- applicants no longer claiming parcel on BPS 2016 but this change not notified to GLAS; 

- an outstanding error on the 2016 BPS application which must be resolved before GLAS 
payment can be process;

- incomplete documentation such as incorrect information on Low-Emission Slurry declara-
tion or incomplete interim commonage management plan information. 

All of these need to be reviewed on a case by case basis, this work is ongoing and as issues 
are cleared payments are being processed on a weekly basis.

The person named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 Jan-
uary 2016. 
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During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases in relation to the applicant’s catch crop action.  Depart-
ment officials are actively working to resolve this issue with a view to further processing the 
application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

04/04/2017WRSS00950Agriculture Scheme Payments

04/04/2017WRSS01000590. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question Nos. 249 of 25 January 2017 and 538 of 21 February 2017, when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16274/17]

04/04/2017WRSS01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named is an applicant or beneficiary under three closely related schemes, i.e. the Burren Farm-
ing for Conservation Scheme, its successor the Burren Programme, and the Organic Farming 
Scheme (OFS). 

He has already received payment for 2015 under the Burren Farming for Conservation 
Scheme and for 2016 under the new Burren Programme.  I can also confirm that he has now 
been approved into the Organic Farming Scheme (OFS) with a contract start date of 1 June 
2015.  

As he has already received payment for 2015 under the earlier Burren Farming for Conser-
vation Scheme he will not receive a further payment for that year under the OFS, as it was not 
possible to benefit under both these  schemes at the same time.  However, under the terms and 
conditions negotiated by my Department for the new Rural Development Programme, I am 
glad to say that from now on he may be eligible for payment under both the OFS and the new 
Burren Programme, provided of course that he receives the required field-scores under the lat-
ter programme.  The payment due to him for 2016 under the Organic Farming Scheme is now 
being assessed.

04/04/2017WRSS01150Agriculture Schemes

04/04/2017WRSS01200591. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if on 
signing up to CAP II he agreed to the implementation of a clawback on the leasing of entitle-
ments; if so, the reason he has not implemented such a clawback; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16278/17]

04/04/2017WRSS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In accordance 
with the EU Regulations governing the operation of the Basic Payment Scheme, each Member 
State has the option to apply ‘clawback’ to the transfer of entitlements without land.  Ireland 
opted to apply clawback on the sale of entitlements without land.

EU Regulations state that the application of “clawback” must not present a substantial ob-
stacle or prohibition of the transfer of entitlements in a Member State.  Ireland is one of the only 
Member States in the EU that operate a “conacre” system, and widespread corresponding short 
term leasing of entitlements.  In many cases the only option open to Irish farmers at risk of los-
ing entitlements due to non usage is to lease entitlements without land to a farmer who has “na-
ked” hectares to use them, thereby safeguarding their assets.  The introduction of “clawback” 
on leased entitlements would present a significant obstacle to this option.



Questions - Written Answers

406

The option to lease entitlements without land is critical for many Irish farmers who are un-
able to obtain sufficient hectares of land to use their entitlements annually.  Under the Single 
Payment scheme the rotation of entitlements safeguarded farmers’ entitlements but this is not 
available under the Basic Payment Scheme where 100% of farmers’ entitlements must be used 
at least once every two years.  A large number of farmers in Ireland depend on the availability 
of affordable leased/rented land to use their entitlements.  If farmers are unable to obtain leased/
rented land through unavailability or high price they are at risk of losing their Basic Payment 
Scheme entitlements permanently through non-usage.  In many cases the only option open to 
them is to lease their entitlements without land to a farmer who has naked hectares to use them, 
thereby safeguarding their assets.

Decisions in relation to Basic Payment Scheme entitlements including ‘clawback’ are made 
in consultation with the Direct Payments Advisory group which includes members of the main 
farming bodies and agricultural education and advisory services.  Following consultation with 
this group a decision was made to reduce the level of ‘clawback’ on the sale of entitlements 
without land from 50% in 2016 to 20% in 2017.  The group did not express support for the op-
tion to apply ‘clawback’ to the lease of entitlements without land. 

04/04/2017WRSS01350Food Imports

04/04/2017WRSS01400592. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
quantities of beef and sheep meat imports by country of origin; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16284/17]

04/04/2017WRSS01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Full year fig-
ures for 2016 from the Central Statistics Office for beef and sheep meat imports are provided 
below as requested by the Deputy.

Typically, imports into Ireland are made up of lower value manufacturing product or car-
case beef or sheep meat, which undergoes some further processing by Irish companies before 
re-export. 

Whilst Ireland is of course a net exporter of both beef and sheep meat, imports of both these 
products nonetheless make an important contribution to the overall output of these sectors na-
tionally and constitute a necessary component of the overall trade flows in these sectors.

Beef Imports 2016

Country Value (€000) Tonnage (Tonnes)

Great Britain 84,243 22,002
Northern Ireland 14,374 3,968
Netherlands 2,504 818
Germany 2,995 674
Poland 2,107 470
France 714 222
Lithuania 451 202
Sweden 370 99
Denmark 254 60
Belgium 282 54
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Country Value (€000) Tonnage (Tonnes)
Hong Kong 137 50
Austria 89 29
Italy 247 28
Uruguay 110 26
Canada 53 25
Brazil 98 22
Luxembourg 37 17
Spain 74 13
Romania 9 2
Switzerland 9 2
Other 722 267
 Sheepmeat Imports 2016 excluding Offals.

Country Value (€000) Tonnage (Tonnes)

Great Britain 17,447 3,395
New Zealand 364 81
France 262 58
Northern Ireland 151 47
Belgium 686 45
Australia 196 29
Italy 91 11
Others 51 14

04/04/2017WRSS01550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

04/04/2017WRSS01600593. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2016 AEOS payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16287/17]

04/04/2017WRSS01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named commenced their AEOS 2 contract on 1 September 2011.  Payment issued for the 2011-
2015 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing this Scheme and all other area-based payment schemes, 
a full check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System must take place 
before payment can issue.  As all AEOS II participants will be receiving their final payments 
under the scheme, re-checks on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before 
final payment can be processed.  Cases are being worked through on an ongoing basis and all 
cases cleared for payment are paid on a weekly basis. 

04/04/2017WRSS01750Beef Imports

04/04/2017WRSS01800594. Deputy Kevin Boxer Moran asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the action taken by his Department in view of the Brazilian beef and poultry producer scandal 
which has seen allegations of shipment of adulterated meat, allegations of shady practices and 
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allegations of endemic corruption within the Brazilian beef and poultry sectors; if Ireland will 
be joining the growing number of countries which have banned meat imports from Brazil fol-
lowing the scandal; if Ireland will advocate for beef to be taken off the agenda in the Mercosur 
talks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16324/17]

04/04/2017WRSS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brazilian po-
lice announced on 17 March that, after a two-year probe, they had discovered evidence that a 
number of beef and poultry plants allegedly bribed inspectors to overlook improper practices.  
This facilitated the export of meat unfit for human consumption.  21 Brazilian establishments 
are concerned.  Most of them produce for the domestic market and only 4 of them are approved 
for meat export to the EU. 

My Department is closely monitoring this case through our Embassy in Brasilia who are in 
direct contact with the Brazilian authorities, and through the European Commission. 

As soon as the story broke on Saint Patricks Day, the European Commission asked for 
clarification from the Brazilian authorities.  It is the Commission which approves the Third 
Countries for export of meat into the EU on behalf of MS. 

On 19 March the Brazilian authorities (MAPA) confirmed that they had been informed of 
the Federal Police Operation on 17 March.  Based on information received, they suspended 
certification from the 4 establishments under investigation that were approved for export to the 
EU.

On 20 March the Commission requested full information on all exports to the EU from the 4 
establishments since 1 January 2017, and asked the Brazilian authorities to recall any consign-
ments in transit.  The Commission also suggested the suspension of certification from all other 
establishments approved for export to the EU, pending the outcome of a full investigation. 

On 21 March I wrote to Commissioner Andriukaitis, supporting the suggestion to suspend 
certification from all other establishments approved for export to the EU.

Food safety is a shared responsibility between national and EU authorities.  Food business 
operators in the EU also carry out their own quality and safety checks in line with their respon-
sibilities to ensure that their products are safe. 

My Department is in charge of carrying out controls on imports (at Border Inspection Posts 
– BIPs). The EU imposes strict hygiene and safety controls on food imports, and in particular on 
animal products for which documentary, identity and physical checks are compulsory for meat 
products imports.  These are implemented here in Ireland by veterinary staff from my Depart-
ment at the Border Inspection Posts. 

The checks on all Brazilian product are now being intensified in light of current develop-
ments.  Following on from a meeting of the Chief Veterinary Officers of the EU on 24 March it 
was unanimously decided at the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed that 
there would now be 100% physical checks on all Brazilian shipments presented for import to 
the EU as well as 20% microbiological checks on said consignments.  

On the subject of removing beef from the EU-Mercosur FTA talks, I have been very active 
in highlighting the potentially damaging impact of a Mercosur deal on the European agriculture 
sector, and on the beef sector in particular.  Following intense lobbying from Ireland and other 
EU Member states, the Commission decided to exclude a TRQ for beef when it exchanged of-
fers with Mercosur on 11 May 2016.    

I will continue to raise the issue with Commissioners Malmström and Hogan, both within 
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and outside the Council of Agriculture Ministers.  I will also continue to monitor the situation 
closely in co-operation with my Member State colleagues, as well as with my Government col-
leagues.

04/04/2017WRSS01950International Agreements

04/04/2017WRSS02000595. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
discussions have taken place and if so, the details of same with signatories to the 1964 London 
Fisheries Convention regarding the withdrawal of the UK from the convention; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16327/17]

04/04/2017WRSS02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In recent days, 
there have been a number of articles in the UK media suggesting that there will be an announce-
ment of the UK’s intention to withdraw from the London Fisheries Convention.  The reports 
suggest that this is part of the UK’s intended Brexit strategy on fisheries to provide a ‘clean 
slate’, which also includes withdrawal from the Common Fisheries Policy.  However, a formal 
UK Government position has not yet been announced.

The withdrawal process set down in the Convention provides that contracting parties give 
two years notice of intention to withdraw.   

The Governments of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the French Republic, the Federal Re-
public of Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland are the signatories of the London 
Convention, 1964.

In recent times, I have held a series of bilateral meetings with EU Member States includ-
ing Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands and Spain.  I am in the process of organising further 
meetings with Portugal, Belgium and Sweden and hope to meet with the French Minister once 
the elections are finished.  These meetings have enabled me to initiate discussions with the 
eight Member States whose fisheries are most impacted by Brexit in order to work together on 
a common platform on an agreed way forward.  The EU fishing industry, including the Irish 
industry, is taking a similar approach, and our combined efforts will strengthen our delivery of 
the EU fishing priorities in the Brexit negotiations.

The aim of this work is to ensure that fisheries remains a priority in the negotiations to come.  
Protecting existing shares and existing access arrangements will be the top priority.  As both 
I and An Taoiseach have stated before, we intend to ensure that fisheries remains high on the 
Brexit agenda in the EU and that Ireland obtains the best possible outcome from the negotia-
tions.

04/04/2017WRSS02150Agrifood Sector

04/04/2017WRSS02200596. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the specific Council of EU agriculture ministers meetings at which the revision of State-aid 
rules for primary producers was on the agenda or at which he made the case for the need of such 
a revision; the progress which has been made at EU level to increase current state aid thresholds 
to support agri-food enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16335/17]

04/04/2017WRSS02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The revision 
of State Aid rules for primary producers arose in 2016 as one of the potential measures, which 
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could be introduced, to assist producers in the face of the market difficulties they had been ex-
periencing since 2015.  In March 2016, at the Council of Agriculture Ministers, I put forward a 
10 point plan, setting out proposed measures, that I believed were practical, easily implemented 
and responded to the pressures on farmers and processers in an appropriate and proportionate 
way.  Among the measures proposed in the 10 point plan, was greater flexibility in the State 
Aid rules, both through a modest increase in the de minimis limit of €15,000 per farmer over 
three years, and also by including a reference to volatility management in the Agriculture Block 
Exemption Regulations.  

I continued to call upon the Commission to consider introducing these flexibilities, and in 
particular, increasing the de minimis threshold limits, at a number of Council of Agriculture 
Ministers meetings throughout the remainder of 2016.

The Commission has considered the possibilities for such an increase and has advised that 
an increase in the thresholds could only be done if the increased threshold does not have a 
distortive effect on competition and trade.  The Commission indicated that a full economic 
analysis of any potential distortive effects would have to be undertaken to assess the impact of 
any proposed increase.

04/04/2017WRSS02350Agri-Environment Options Scheme

04/04/2017WRSS02400597. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding an AEOS 1 inspection; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16336/17]

04/04/2017WRSS02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Department 
records indicate that a letter was issued to the person named at the time outlining the imposition 
of a penalty.  However, in the circumstances outlined, a copy of the letter has been forwarded 
to the person named.  In addition, the Regional Inspector will accept a request for a review of 
the penalty decision within 10 working days of the date of the reissue of this letter.  The person 
named may also request the return of the documentation referred to by contacting the Regional 
Inspector.

04/04/2017WRSS02550Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRSS02600598. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of requests his Department received for material to be made available in Braille format 
in each of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by 
his Department; the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation 
service. [16386/17]

04/04/2017WRSS02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has received no requests for material to be made available in braille format for the period 
in question.

04/04/2017WRTT00150Agriculture Scheme Payments

04/04/2017WRTT00200599. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when outstanding payments for GLAS and AEOS will be issued to persons in counties Cavan 
and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16519/17]
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04/04/2017WRTT00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the EU 
Regulations governing GLAS, AEOS and all other area-based payment schemes, a full check, 
including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System must take place before pay-
ment can issue.

As all AEOS II participants will be receiving their final payments under the scheme, re-
checks on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before final payment can be 
processed.

All outstanding GLAS and AEOS cases are being worked through on an ongoing basis and 
all cases that are cleared for payment are paid on a weekly basis.

04/04/2017WRTT00350GLAS Payments

04/04/2017WRTT00400600. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
GLAS payment will be made to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [16557/17]

04/04/2017WRTT00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016. 

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases as the person named submitted their 2016 BPS application 
under a different herd number to that used for GLAS.  

This issue is being examined with a view to further processing the application for the 
2016 payment as soon as possible.

04/04/2017WRTT00550GLAS Payments

04/04/2017WRTT00600601. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16602/17]

04/04/2017WRTT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials have examined this issue and the 
application is now being further processed for payment in respect of the 2016 scheme year.

04/04/2017WRTT00750Fishing Industry

04/04/2017WRTT00800602. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the number of Irish registered fishing vessels according to vessel size (details supplied) 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16653/17]

04/04/2017WRTT00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Licensing 
Authority for Sea Fishing Boats is the Registrar General of Fishing Boats, or, under the super-
intendence of the Registrar General and the Deputy Registrar General of Fishing Boats.  The 
Registrar General and the Deputy Registrar General were appointed by the Minister under the 
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Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 (No. 8 of 2006).

All fishing boats within the meaning of the Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and 
Numbering of Fishing Boats) Regulations, 2005 are required to be entered on the Register of 
Fishing Boats maintained by the Registrar General in accordance with those Regulations.  Only 
fishing boats licensed in accordance with the Fisheries Amendment Act 2003 (as inserted by 
Section 97 of the Sea-Fisheries Jurisdiction Act 2006) may be entered on the Register.

An Irish Fleet Register report detailing all currently registered vessels on the Irish Fishing 
Boat Register is available on the Department’s website and updated reports are posted on the 
Departments Website on a regular basis.

The following table details the Irish Fleet Register as at 29 March 2017 according to overall 
length in the categories requested:

Overall Length (in metres) Number of vessels
&lt; 5 119
 5  &lt;  10 1,421
10 &lt; 12 239
12 &lt; 15 71
15 &lt; 20 33
20 &lt; 22 22
22 &lt; 25 77
25 &lt; 30 33
30 &lt; 35 9
35  &lt; 40 11
40 &lt; 45 4
45 &lt; 50 6
50 13
Total Registered   Vessels 2,058

04/04/2017WRTT00950Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

04/04/2017WRTT01000603. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of persons from County Wicklow enrolled in the areas of natural constraint scheme; the pro-
cess of reviewing qualifying areas for the areas of natural constraint scheme; if his Department 
has completed the mapping exercise in County Wicklow; when the maps will be published; the 
consultation which will be undertaken with persons on the review; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16668/17]

04/04/2017WRTT01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
2016 ANC scheme there were 1,783 applicants in County Wicklow. 

Under the Rural Development Regulation each Member State must designate areas eligible 
for payments under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme.  The ANC scheme replaces 
the previous Disadvantaged Areas Scheme/Less Favoured Areas Scheme.  The designation of 
eligible areas under these schemes to date has been based on a range of socio-economic factors.  
From 2018 eligible areas must instead be designated using a set list of bio-physical criteria.  In 
cases where a Member State does not introduce this new system for payment, the old scheme 
remains in place but payments must phase out on a digressive basis. 
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The biophysical criteria set out in the legislation to underpin the new system of designation 
are: 

- Low temperature  

- Dryness

- Excess soil moisture

- Limited soil drainage

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness

- Shallow rooting depth

- Poor chemical properties

- Steep slope.

My Department has commenced work on this project, and relevant technical experts are 
currently working on sourcing and analysing the data in relation to the new criteria.  Depart-
ment officials have also been in contact with the Joint Research Centre (JRC) and DG Agri 
in the EU Commission in relation to technical issues arising.  Over the coming months this 
analysis will identify areas deemed to be facing natural constraints, which will in parallel be 
subjected to a refinement process.  It is envisaged that stakeholders will be consulted as this 
process develops. 

04/04/2017WRTT01150Agriculture Scheme Payments

04/04/2017WRTT01200604. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of persons from County Wicklow that have not received 85% of their total 2016 GLAS 1, 
GLAS 2 and AEOS payment; the reasons for this delay; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16669/17]

04/04/2017WRTT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the EU 
Regulations governing GLAS, AEOS and all other area-based payment schemes, a full check, 
including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System must take place before pay-
ment can issue.  Currently 45 GLAS 1, 29 GLAS 2 and 15 AEOS cases are being worked 
through on an ongoing basis and all cases that are cleared for payment are paid on a weekly 
basis.

04/04/2017WRTT01350Forestry Grants

04/04/2017WRTT01400605. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when approval in respect of a forestry proposal as submitted will be approved in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16675/17]

04/04/2017WRTT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion for the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme was received on behalf of the named 
person on 2nd November 2016 and technical approval was issued to the applicant and his reg-
istered forester on 30th January 2017.

Afforestation projects will not be eligible for grant aid unless prior financial approval has 
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been given in writing before planting operations commence.  If the applicant intends to apply 
for grant aid, his registered forester should complete the application for financial approval and 
submit it to the Department.

04/04/2017WRTT01550Fishing Industry

04/04/2017WRTT01600606. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
which have been taken to ensure the importance of retaining Irish access to British waters (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16685/17]

04/04/2017WRTT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): At this stage it 
is impossible to say with certainty what effect Brexit will have on the Irish fishing industry.  We 
don’t know yet what changes the UK may seek to the current arrangements. 

What we do know is that there is a strong desire and expectation from parts of the UK fish-
ing industry to ensure that non-UK fishermen will no longer have access to the UK Zone.    

In theory, the UK could indeed restrict access to their waters and/or seek to gain larger quota 
shares at the expense of others.  However, that could only happen if the UK were content to ig-
nore the potential repercussions that would certainly arise from the EU side. 

In a worst case scenario, an extreme ‘hard Brexit’ outcome would be a fundamental threat to 
the well-being of the seafood sector.  On average, 36% of the Irish landings are currently taken 
from UK waters.  However, for some of our most important stocks the figures are even higher. 

Limitations on access and, more worryingly, any attempt by the UK to increase its current 
quota share at the expense of Ireland and others must, and will be, be resisted strenuously.  
These twin threats, on access and quota, could also lead to increased activity by other EU ves-
sels in the waters around Ireland threatening the long term sustainability of our stocks. 

Now that Article 50 has been invoked, the UK will cease to be a Member State of the 
EU from March 2019, unless an extension is sought and granted.  The EU itself will continue, 
as will the Common Fisheries Policy. 

We must now concentrate all our efforts on the Brexit negotiations at this time to safe-
guard our interests.  The discussion on the post Brexit CFP will undoubtedly occur in earnest 
once the Brexit arrangements are clear and I do not intend to pre-empt the outcome of negotia-
tions at this early stage. 

In February, I hosted a dedicated Civic Dialogue on the potential impacts of Brexit for the 
seafood sector as whole.  This was very well attended by stakeholders from across the industry 
and gave a clear insight into the real dangers that a ‘hard’ Brexit presents for our fishing com-
munities.  

I will remain in close contact with fisheries stakeholders as the issues develop and work 
with them and my fellow fisheries Ministers in the EU to ensure that we are all fully prepared 
for what are likely to be extremely complex negotiations.   

I have recently held a further series of meetings with key fisheries Ministers and am coor-
dinating a like minded group of 8 Member States to ensure that fisheries remains a top priority 
in the negotiations to come.  Protecting existing shares will be a top priority for that group.  As 
both I and An Taoiseach have stated before, we intend to ensure that fisheries remains high on 
the Brexit agenda in the EU and that Ireland obtains the best possible outcome from the nego-
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tiations.

In conclusion, I would like to assure the Deputy that I will be unequivocal in opposing any 
dilution of our existing EU quota shares, including protecting the benefit to Ireland of the Hague 
Preferences, and any limitations on our existing rights of access.

04/04/2017WRTT01750Common Agricultural Policy Reform

04/04/2017WRTT01800607. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter with regard to discussions on the next reform of the Common Ag-
ricultural Policy (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16750/17]

04/04/2017WRTT01900608. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address issues with regard to discussions on the next reform of the Common Agricul-
tural Policy (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16751/17]

04/04/2017WRTT02000609. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address issues with regard to discussions on the next reform of the Common Agricul-
tural Policy (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16753/17]

04/04/2017WRTT02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 607 to 609, inclusive, together.

The future of the CAP is an issue of enormous importance for Ireland’s agriculture sector.  
It is my strong view that the CAP has evolved considerably and very effectively in recent years 
in response to changing market, consumer and environmental demands.  It also plays a central 
role in delivering the smart, sustainable and inclusive growth sought under the Europe 2020 
strategy.  I believe it is important that the CAP continues to evolve in a way that supports the 
achievement of European strategic priorities, particularly in the context of securing a strong 
CAP budget for the post 2020 period.

My Department is currently conducting a detailed policy analysis on the future shape of the 
CAP, taking into account what we see as the key challenges ahead, many of which are reflected 
in the Deputy’s questions and also mirror the identified priorities for the future CAP which were 
recently discussed at the Agriculture Council of Ministers meeting in March.  In my view, the 
overriding priority must be to support the sustainable intensification of food production, in or-
der to meet the requirements of a growing global population while at the same time facilitating 
adaptation to climate change and mitigation against further change.  In order to achieve these 
priorities, I believe it is important that a strong CAP budget is maintained.  

The future of the CAP budget will be discussed in the context of the Multiannual Financial 
Framework for the post-2020 period.  The CAP budget accounts for approximately 37% of the 
overall EU budget and there has been ongoing pressure from some Member States to reduce 
this proportion and to divert EU spending to newer issues such as migration, external action 
and development co-operation.  It is likely that this pressure on the CAP budget will continue, 
which will undoubtedly be compounded further by the impact and uncertainty created by Brex-
it.  It will be important to ensure that the CAP is seen as an effective and relevant policy instru-
ment in helping to achieve broader societal goals, such as job creation and economic growth, 
particularly in rural areas at risk of social exclusion.  

Market volatility is an issue we have seen cause considerable difficulties for our farmers 
in recent times and I am particularly interested in how we can build farmer’s resilience to deal 
with this in the event of future crises.  The use of modern and innovative measures such as 
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hedging arrangements, futures markets and fixed price contracts are areas worth considering, 
while the direct payments system provides certainty and stability to farmers in the face of mar-
ket volatility, and should continue to be a key component of the future CAP.

I agree that our deliberations on any further reform of CAP should take account of the 
need to encourage generational renewal.  This has been a priority and the current CAP, which 
was agreed during the Irish Presidency in 2013, allowed for supplementary payments from the 
National Reserve for young educated farmers and for their prioritisation in the assessment of 
applications under various rural development measures.  Generational renewal will remain a 
priority in my department’s assessment of any proposals emerging on the reform of CAP.

04/04/2017WRTT02150Laboratory Facilities

04/04/2017WRTT02200610. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
service users and providers will be permitted to have an input in the terms of reference for the 
cost benefit analysis of the regional veterinary laboratories; and if these bodies will include 
the IFA, the ICMSA, INHFA, VOA and Impact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16759/17]

04/04/2017WRTT02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This cost-ben-
efit analysis will be focused on a number of options for the future development of the Regional 
Veterinary Laboratory network that have been proposed by a Working Group.  In evaluating 
the benefits of these options, the person(s) undertaking the analysis will have to consider both 
service delivery to the farming community and improvements to overall disease investigative 
and surveillance capability.  The local managers of the RVLs have been involved in drafting the 
terms of reference and will be consulted once again when a person(s) is appointed to undertake 
this work.  The outcome of this analysis will be one of the factors that will be taken into account 
in reaching a decision on how best to develop the network.  The Department is also currently 
engaged in a process of consultation with all relevant stakeholders.  Feedback from this consul-
tative process will also inform any decision that is reached.

04/04/2017WRTT02350Food Imports

04/04/2017WRTT02400611. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps which have been taken to deal with the unfolding meat scandal in Brazil; the steps which 
have been instigated at EU level to ensure that consignments of meat originating in Brazil are 
allowed onto the EU market; if he has requested the EU to suspend all meat imports from Bra-
zil, whilst a vigorous investigation and inspection is carried out; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16789/17]

04/04/2017WRTT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brazilian po-
lice announced on 17 March that, after a two-year probe, they had discovered evidence that a 
number of beef and poultry plants allegedly bribed inspectors to overlook improper practices.  
This facilitated the export of meat unfit for human consumption.  21 Brazilian establishments 
are concerned.  Most of them produce for the domestic market and only 4 of them are approved 
for meat export to the EU. 

My Department is closely monitoring this case through our Embassy in Brasilia who are in 
direct contact with the Brazilian authorities, and through the European Commission. 

As soon as the story broke on Saint Patrick’s Day, the European Commission asked for 
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clarification from the Brazilian authorities.  It is the Commission which approves Third Coun-
tries for export of meat into the EU on behalf of MS. 

On 19 March the Brazilian authorities (MAPA) confirmed that they had been informed of 
the Federal Police Operation on 17 March.  Based on information received, they suspended 
certification from the 4 establishments under investigation that were approved for export to the 
EU.

On 20 March the Commission requested full information on all exports to the EU from the 4 
establishments since 1 January 2017, and asked the Brazilian authorities to recall any consign-
ments in transit.  The Commission also suggested the suspension of certification from all other 
establishments approved for export to the EU, pending the outcome of a full investigation. 

On 21 March I wrote to Commissioner Andriukaitis, supporting the suggestion to suspend 
certification from all other establishments approved for export to the EU.

Food safety is a shared responsibility between national and EU authorities.  Food business 
operators in the EU also carry out their own quality and safety checks in line with their respon-
sibilities to ensure that their products are safe. 

My Department is in charge of carrying out controls on imports (at Border Inspection Posts 
– BIPs).  The EU imposes strict hygiene and safety controls on food imports, and in particular 
on animal products for which documentary, identity and physical checks are compulsory for 
meat products imports.  These are implemented here in Ireland by veterinary staff from my 
Department at the Border Inspection Posts. 

The checks on all Brazilian product are now being intensified in light of current develop-
ments.  Following on from a meeting of the Chief Veterinary Officers of the EU on 24 March it 
was unanimously decided at the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed on 
March 29th that there would now be 100% physical checks on all Brazilian shipments presented 
for import to the EU as well as 20% microbiological checks on said consignments.  

My Department and I are of course continuing to monitor this matter closely and ensure that 
all requirements for the import of any food product into Ireland are met fully.

04/04/2017WRUU0010004/04/2017WRUU00200Waste Disposal

04/04/2017WRUU00300612. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the amount it cost to dispose of contaminated recycled waste recently 
returned here; the way in which it was funded; if this was the first occasion this occurred; if 
not, the detail of the previous incidents and the way they were handled; the amount it cost; the 
measures being taken to ensure it is not repeated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16127/17]

04/04/2017WRUU00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Statistics and information on shipments of waste to and from Ireland, including 
repatriated waste, are not kept by my Department.  Such information is maintained by the 
National Transfrontier Shipments Office (NTFSO) as the National Competent Authority for 
the export, import and transit of waste shipments under the Waste Management (Shipments of 
Waste) Regulations, 2007.  

The liability for the costs associated with repatriated waste shipments carried out under the 
TFS notification procedure are as prescribed in the Shipments of Waste Regulations.  Under 
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these Regulations the notifier of a proposed waste shipment is legally obliged to put in place a 
Financial Guarantee to cover liabilities resulting from shipments carried out under notification.  
The purpose of the Financial Guarantee is to cover costs arising in the context of cases where 
a notified shipment of waste cannot be completed as intended, or in cases where a shipment or 
the intended recovery or disposal is deemed illegal.

On foot of the recent issues with the transit of a number of containers through Rotterdam, 
my Department and the NTFSO have met with the Dutch Authorities to agree early warning 
systems for suspect shipments.  The NTFSO has also carried out inspections of the facilities 
where the contaminated material was originally processed and has met with the waste broker 
concerned with a view to improving the broker’s inspection and monitoring procedures in order 
to reduce the risk of repeated incidents in the future.

It is recognised that the co-mingled recycling bin can be contaminated with non-recyclable 
items due to a number of factors including awareness of what can or cannot be recycled on 
behalf of the household customer.  To improve awareness rates I have allocated substantial 
funding (€1.6m) in 2017 towards a national waste campaign which will focus on waste preven-
tion and waste segregation.  The campaign will support householders to increase their recycling 
rates and assist them in avoiding the contamination of recyclate and organic waste.

04/04/2017WRUU00500Waste Disposal

04/04/2017WRUU00600613. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the locations of the remaining open municipal waste sites; the areas that the 
waste is drawn from; if the current situation of concentrating on a limited number of areas com-
plies with best practice waste principles; the changes that are expected; the timeframe for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16178/17]

04/04/2017WRUU00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): According to a recent EPA report, Ireland’s Environment - An Assessment 2016, 
there were six operating landfills in the State in 2016.

In accordance with legislation, waste management planning, including infrastructure pro-
vision, is the statutory responsibility of local authorities.  Under section 60(3) of the Waste 
Management Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to the per-
formance by a local authority, in particular circumstances, of a statutory function vested in it.  

My role as Minister is to provide a comprehensive legislative and waste policy framework 
through which the relevant regulatory bodies, such as the local authorities and the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, operate.  In this regard, in line with a measure contained in the Govern-
ment policy, A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy in Ireland, three Regional 
Waste Management Planning Lead Authorities have been designated by the local authority sec-
tor and three regional waste management plans for the period 2015 to 2021 are in place since 
May 2015.  

04/04/2017WRUU00800Broadband Service Provision

04/04/2017WRUU00900614. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the assistance he will provide to a community in County Kerry to establish a 
fibre optic line from locations (details supplied) to benefit the community; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16030/17]
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04/04/2017WRUU01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I refer the Deputy to the response in Parliamentary Question No. 258 of 22 March 
2017.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combi-
nation of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State intervention in 
those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint.  

Today the 4th April, I formally published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie  .  The updated Map shows the following categories of areas 
for delivery of broadband:  

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,  

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.  

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

The updated map indicates that the villages of Camp, Cloghane and Brandon falls within 
a BLUE area and will be covered by a commercial operator.  Premises that are located in be-
tween the villages of Camp and Cloghane that are not served by  a commercial operator will be 
included in the State Intervention procurement process under the NBP.  

Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing 
the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.  

With the publication of the updated High Speed Broadband Map the State Intervention 
Area has now been finalised.  A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or 
companies who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Interven-
tion Area.  The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that 
delivers a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 
25 years.  The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors 
including the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, dur-
ing the procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 
2015, telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network 
of the scale envisaged under the NBP.  

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  
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The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to 
target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or high demand and a prioritisation 
programme.

04/04/2017WRUU01100Broadcasting Charge

04/04/2017WRUU01200615. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16164/17]

04/04/2017WRUU01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Public service broadcasters play an important role in our democratic society and 
the provision of stable and adequate funding is essential to ensuring they can continue to deliver 
on that role.

While the existing TV licence fee model has provided a measure of stability to date, the 
rapid changes in technology altering the traditional way in which television is watched, together 
with economic pressures generally, are having a growing impact on the funding now being pro-
vided by the model and raise a serious question mark over the future ability of the current model 
to continue to provide stable funding for public service media in the longer term.  

I am currently considering proposals for the amendment of the Broadcasting Act 2009 and 
I intend to bring these proposals to Cabinet shortly.  As part of these proposals, I am examining 
the option of increasing the range of devices liable for a television licence.  The growth of In-
ternet Protocol TV (IPTV) as a delivery mechanism for television services, as well as the avail-
ability of a much wider range of devices for media consumption means that traditional viewing 
habits are changing.  Recent TAM reports show that the percentage of households which are no 
longer deemed to have a television as defined by the current regulations has risen from 6% in 
2013 to 8% in 2016.

In advance of any amendment to the current regulations, I intend to write to the Joint Oireach-
tas Committee on Communication, Climate Action and Environment, to seek their views on 
which types of devices should remain exempt.  

I have also requested that the Committee examine the longer term issue of the future funding 
of public service media.  As the Deputy may be aware, the Committee is currently considering 
this issue following a period of public consultation and stakeholder engagement.  I look forward 
to receiving their report in due course which will help inform future funding policy for public 
service broadcasting.

04/04/2017WRUU01400Broadband Service Provision

04/04/2017WRUU01500616. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 284 of 16 February 2017, the number of 
premises forecasted to be covered by the national broadband plan and by commercial high-
speed broadband services, inclusive of the further 170,000 premises that are currently marked 
blue on the high-speed broadband map and which are unlikely to get access to services, by 
county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16215/17]

04/04/2017WRUU01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Today the 4th April, I formally published an updated High Speed Broadband Map 
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which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The updated Map shows the following categories 
of areas for delivery of broadband:

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,  

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.  

My Department has developed coverage maps on a county basis including information on 
the townlands in each county.  Over 50,000 townlands and 2.3 million premises have been 
identified.  Information on county coverage including townland statistics in each province is 
available on my Department’s website.

The updated Map shows that there are approximately 1.8m  premises in the BLUE areas,  
representing 77% of the total premises in Ireland.  The remaining 23%, which comprises some 
542,000 premises are in the AMBER areas and are expected to be served by the State Interven-
tion.  

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 Megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.

04/04/2017WRUU01700Alternative Energy Projects

04/04/2017WRUU01800617. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if there is a policy in place on the burning of significant quantities of wood for 
commercial purposes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16257/17]

04/04/2017WRUU01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Bord na Móna is a commercial State company operating under the Turf Develop-
ment Acts 1946 to 1998.  The matter raised by the Deputy is operational in nature and not one 
in which I, as Minister, have any function.

The use of biomass for energy production is supported by the Refit 3 programme, of which 
Edenderry Power Ltd (EPL) is a beneficiary.  The various forms of biomass used by EPL are 
residues from existing sustainable forestry and other similar activities.  Residues include, among 
other things, saw dust and brash from forestry operations and tree bark stripped from trees in 
sawmills.  This is material which would otherwise have been wasted.

04/04/2017WRUU02000Fuel Poverty

04/04/2017WRUU02100618. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the stay warm savings scheme will be rolled out to locations (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16267/17]

04/04/2017WRUU02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Stay Warm savings scheme is run by the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul.  It 
makes €5 stamps available to the public through retail outlets.  These stamps are collected in a 
savings booklet which can then be used to pay for all or part of a home heating bill.  The aim 
of the scheme is to offer a convenient solution that helps householders to save towards the cost 
of their home heating bills.  
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My Department has committed to funding the scheme on a pilot basis for two years.  The 
scheme is currently operating in parts of Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow.  In total, 70 retailers are 
selling stamps and promoting the scheme, with 55 fuel suppliers accepting the stamps as part 
or full payment for all deliveries.  In Dublin, the stamps are available in the Finglas and Cabra 
areas, with 20 retailers and 12 fuel suppliers participating in the scheme in those areas.  As the 
two year pilot period will draw to a close in the middle of this year, the Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul have informed me that they have no plans to expand the geographical areas where the 
stamps are offered.  

At the conclusion of the two year pilot, an evaluation will be undertaken which will attempt 
to determine the impact the scheme has had.  Similar savings schemes have been operated for 
a number of years in Northern Ireland where they have been found to increase households sav-
ings performance.

04/04/2017WRUU02300Broadband Service Provision

04/04/2017WRUU02400619. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when a business (details supplied) in County Louth will have access to high-speed 
Internet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16312/17]

04/04/2017WRUU02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Today the 4th April, I formally published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map 
which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The updated Map shows the following categories 
of areas for delivery of broadband:

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,  

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.  

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

The map indicates that Omeath,  County Louth  is within a BLUE area and will, therefore, 
be served by commercial operators.  There are, however, several premises within the Omeath 
BLUE area that have been identified as not being able to receive High Speed Broadband.  These 
premises are now identified as AMBER dots on the updated map and will be part of the State 
Intervention under the NBP.  Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE, or an 
AMBER area by accessing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.  

With the publication today of the updated Map the State Intervention Area has now been 
finalised.  A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will 
roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  The procure-
ment process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed 
network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The timeframe 
for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors including the complexities 
that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the procurement process.  
During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, telecommunications ser-
vice providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the scale envisaged under 
the NBP.  

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
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network once a contract is awarded.  

The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to 
target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or high demand and a prioritisation 
programme.

04/04/2017WRUU02600Broadband Service Provision

04/04/2017WRUU02700620. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he will issue the national broadband tender; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16344/17]

04/04/2017WRUU02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband ser-
vices to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved 
through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State 
intervention in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through pol-
icy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP, includ-
ing over the last 12 months has considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial 
telecommunications sector has invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks 
which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint.  

Today the 4th April, I formally published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The updated Map shows the following categories of areas 
for delivery of broadband:  

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,  

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.  

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing 
the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.  

With the publication of the updated High Speed Broadband Map the State Intervention Area 
has now been finalised.  A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or compa-
nies who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  This provides for a future proofed 
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solution for the 25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP.  

In the short-term I am working to ensure measures are put in place to assist in the rollout of 
the NBP State Intervention network once a contract is awarded and to improve mobile phone 
and broadband access in Ireland.  

04/04/2017WRUU02900Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRUU03000621. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of requests his Department received for material to be made available 
in Braille format in each of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were 
accommodated by his Department; the cost implication and the person or body which provided 
the translation service. [16384/17]

04/04/2017WRUU03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department received no requests for material to be made available in Braille 
format for the years 2014 to 2016.

04/04/2017WRUU03200Nuclear Plants

04/04/2017WRUU03300622. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the correspondence he has received from the United Kingdom on the proposed 
nuclear power plant at Hinkley Point C; and the response he has made. [16481/17]

04/04/2017WRUU03400623. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the correspondence he has received from the United Kingdom on the proposed 
nuclear power plant at Wylfa; and the response he has made. [16482/17]

04/04/2017WRUU03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 622 and 623 together.

Ireland’s established position is that, while not a nuclear energy producing country, we 
acknowledge the right of States to determine their own energy mix.  However, we expect that, 
where a State chooses to develop a nuclear power industry, this will be done in line with the 
highest international standards with respect to safety and environmental protection.  The Irish 
Government have been aware since 2009 of the UK’s plans to build new nuclear power stations 
at sites judged as potentially suitable.

There is regular contact at official level on a range of nuclear related matters between Ire-
land and the United Kingdom.  This contact is formalised in the biannual meetings of the UK-
Ireland Contact Group on Radiological Matters.  This group includes Departmental officials 
and representatives from the relevant Regulatory bodies - the United Kingdom’s Office for 
Nuclear Regulation (ONR) and the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) Office for Radio-
logical Protection.  Ireland has been actively involved in the consultations process on the pro-
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posed new build programme which is a standing agenda item at UK-Ireland Contact Group on 
Radiological Matters meetings.  

The Government asked the Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland (RPII), now merged 
with EPA, to prepare a report on the potential radiological implications for Ireland from the pro-
posed new nuclear power plants in the UK including Hinkley Point C and Wylfa.  This expert 
report, published in 2013, is available at:

  https://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/radiation/RPII_Proposed_Nuc_Power_Plants_UK_13.
pdf

A principal finding of the report is that the routine operation of the proposed nuclear power 
plants will have no measurable radiological impact on Ireland or the Irish marine environment.  
This report continues to inform Irish engagement on the UK new nuclear build programme.

In relation to the development at Hinkley my Department recently received a letter from the 
UK Department of Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy asking if Ireland considered whether 
notification under the Espoo Convention, which deals with trans-boundary environmental im-
pacts, would be useful.  In response my Department stated that such future notification would 
be useful.  

04/04/2017WRUU03600National Broadband Plan Administration

04/04/2017WRUU03700624. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to reduce the number of homes and businesses to be covered by the 
national broadband plan in an agreement between his Department and a telecommunications 
provider; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16535/17]

04/04/2017WRUU03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) was published in August 2012.  
Progress continues to be made in delivering on this Government’s commitment to ensure every 
household and business in Ireland has access to high speed broadband, regardless of where they 
are located.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) is being achieved through a combination of commer-
cial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State intervention in those areas where 
commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through pol-
icy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP, includ-
ing over the last 12 months has considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial 
telecommunications sector has invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks 
which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint.  

I formally published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map today which is available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie.  The updated Map shows the following categories of areas for delivery 
of broadband: 
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- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,  

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.  

The updated Map shows that there are approximately 1.8m  premises in the BLUE areas,  
representing 77% of the total premises in Ireland.  The remaining 23%, which comprises some 
542,000 premises are in the AMBER areas and are expected to be served by the State Interven-
tion.  

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 Megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

With the publication of the updated High Speed Broadband Map the State Intervention Area 
has now been finalised.  A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or compa-
nies who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  
The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a 
future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP.  

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  

The Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to 
target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/or high demand and a prioritisation 
programme.

04/04/2017WRUU03900Broadband Service Provision

04/04/2017WRUU04000625. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on a recent ComReg publication (details supplied) and the finding that 
only 7,623 premises are connected with fibre to the home broadband technology, FTTH; and 
if the new national broadband plan will ensure all premises covered by the plan have FTTH 
download speeds. [16560/17]

04/04/2017WRUU04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband ser-
vices to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved 
through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State 
intervention in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through pol-
icy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP, includ-
ing over the last 12 months has considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial 
telecommunications sector has invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks 
which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  
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There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint.  

The latest ComReg quarterly report highlights that over 65% of all broadband customers 
now avail of high speed broadband services  ( > 30 Megabits per second).  It also indicates that 
uptake over the past quarter includes an increase in customers availing of Fibre to the Premises 
(FTTP) of  over 20.2%.  While this represents only 7,623 premises, this is a large increase over 
a short period and is a very encouraging indicator of the popularity of FTTP products.  It also 
indicates that the commercial sector is moving towards FTTP as the solution of the foreseeable 
future.  

Today the 4th April, I formally published  an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The updated Map shows the following categories of areas 
for delivery of broadband:  

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial telecommunications providers 
are either currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services,  

- The AMBER areas on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the areas that will require 
State Intervention and are the subject of the current procurement process.  

It is intended that all premises will have access to services of at least 30 Megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing 
the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.  

With the publication of the updated High Speed Broadband Map the State Intervention Area 
has now been finalised.  

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  This provides for a future proofed 
solution for the 25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP.  

In the short-term I am working to ensure measures are put in place to assist in the rollout of 
the NBP State Intervention network once a contract is awarded and to improve mobile phone 
and broadband access in Ireland.  

04/04/2017WRUU04200Carbon Tax Implementation
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04/04/2017WRUU04300626. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he will consider implementing here something similar to the UK’s carbon tax 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16686/17]

04/04/2017WRUU04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I understand the Deputy is referring to the Carbon Price Support Scheme intro-
duced in the United Kingdom which applies to UK installations participating in the EU Emis-
sions Trading System (ETS) and which tops up the carbon price in the EU ETS to a published 
UK ‘floor’ price.

The ETS is one of the main policies of the European Union to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions in a cost-effective manner.  Emissions Trading is a “cap and trade” scheme, whereby 
an EU wide cap or limit is set for participating installations.  This cap is reduced over time so 
that total emissions are reduced.  Within this cap, “allowances” for emissions are auctioned or 
allocated for free.  Individual installations must report on their emissions on an annual basis 
and surrender sufficient allowances to cover their emissions, purchasing additional allowances 
if necessary.

The ETS includes 11,000 installations (101 in Ireland) and accounts for roughly 45% of EU 
emissions (25% of Irish emissions).  The ETS was launched in 2005 and is currently in its third 
phase, covering the period 2013 to 2020.    Negotiations are currently under way regarding the 
design of the ETS for the post-2020 (Phase IV) period.  On the basis of European Commission 
proposals, Member States in the Council, including Ireland, have been engaged in negotiations 
to ensure that the reformed ETS is able to meet its GHG reduction objectives in a cost-effective 
manner.  The proposed reforms to the ETS are also aimed at, inter alia, addressing persistently 
low prices within the ETS over recent years.    At a meeting of the Environment Council on 28 
February, which I attended, agreement was reached on a general approach on the revised ETS 
proposal, a position Ireland was able to support.  This will now enable the Council to begin 
negotiations with the European Parliament on the proposal.  It is currently anticipated that this 
process will reach a conclusion later this year.

On the basis that negotiations to reform the ETS currently underway at EU level are aimed 
at addressing current weaknesses, I do not have any plans to adopt any additional carbon price 
support measures to apply to ETS installations in Ireland.

04/04/2017WRVV0010004/04/2017WRVV00200Swimming Pool Programme Expenditure

04/04/2017WRVV00300627. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the es-
timated spend or cost for the new Castlebar swimming pool; the amount spent to date; and the 
estimated cost of each phase. [16124/17]

04/04/2017WRVV00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): Phase 1 of this development, in which Galway/Mayo Institute of Technology 
is a partner, comprises a Swimming Pool and Leisure Centre together with a Training Centre 
for Outdoor Pursuits at Lough Lannagh. Mayo County Council’s estimated cost of this phase 
is €11.095m.

Castlebar Swimming Pool is in the 2000 round of the Local Authority Swimming Pool Pro-
gramme (LASPP) and in October 2015, Mayo County Council was given a formal allocation of 
€3.8m for the replacement swimming pool. In addition, a Sports Capital Programme allocation 
of €3.9m was approved for dry facilities including a Training Centre for Outdoor Pursuits ad-
jacent to Lough Lannagh. 
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Construction commenced in 2016 and last November total payments of €1,950,087 were 
made by my Department to Mayo County Council for completed work. Work is continuing 
and my Department expects to receive further claims for reimbursement shortly. My under-
standing from Mayo County Council is that Phase 2, which comprises a running track, playing 
pitches and associated facilities, will not commence before Phase 1 is completed. Phase 2 has 
received no allocation from my Department to date.

04/04/2017WRVV00500Departmental Reports

04/04/2017WRVV00600628. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
report based on the NTA public consultation on rail here will be due for publication. [16017/17]

04/04/2017WRVV00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As the Deputy is 
aware, a public consultation process held by the National Transport Authority to start a national 
debate on the current and future role of rail transport in Ireland  was launched in November 
2016. The public consultation was launched with the publication of a Rail Review 2016 report-
which examined the funding required to support the heavy rail network both now and into the 
future-together with a consultation document “ The Role of Rail in Ireland and Funding its 
Delivery”. The process concluded on the 18th January 2017.

The NTA is now in the process of analysing the 330 submissions received from elected 
officials, stakeholder groups and the public. I expect that the resulting consultation report will 
be produced in Quarter 2 of 2017. When I have had an opportunity to consider its contents, I 
will report back to Government on the outcome of the consultation process and my overall ap-
proach.

04/04/2017WRVV00800Sports Capital Programme Data

04/04/2017WRVV00900629. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
names of all organisations that have applied under the 2017 sports capitation grant, by county, 
in tabular form. [16036/17]

04/04/2017WRVV01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A list of all the ap-
plications submitted under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme is available on the Department’s 
website at

 http://www.dttas.ie/sites/default/files/publications/sport/english/2017-sports-capital-pro-
gramme-applications-submitted/2017-sports-capital-programme-applications-submitted.pdf

04/04/2017WRVV01100National Car Test

04/04/2017WRVV01200630. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
ensure when a motorist avails of a voluntary early national car test as invited and encouraged 
to do so that the new certificate will be dated from the date the previous certificate was due to 
expire rather than from when the car was tested; if an NCT certificate can be reissued in the case 
of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16041/17]

04/04/2017WRVV01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Currently, there are 
two options available to motorists who wish to have their vehicles tested before their NCT due 
date.
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They may either have their vehicle tested up to 90 days in advance of their test due date 
without affecting the validity period of the test certificate issued or the next test due date. Alter-
natively, a vehicle may be submitted for voluntary early testing more than 90 days in advance of 
the test due date. Under this voluntary early testing option, depending on the age of the vehicle, 
that is whether the vehicle is subject to biennial or annual testing, the certificate issued will be 
valid for either two years or one year from the date of a successful test.  

As the Road Safety Authority has statutory responsibility for the operation of the National 
Car Test, I have therefore referred the details of the Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct 
reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within 
ten days.

04/04/2017WRVV01400Industrial Disputes

04/04/2017WRVV01500631. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding persons who have purchased tax-saver commuting tickets who have had to pay 
for private or alternative transport to work during the Bus Éireann strike; if there is a procedure 
in place to claim back expenses incurred during the dispute; and if there is a procedure in order 
to claim back moneys paid on the tax saver scheme in view of the transport that was not avail-
able during disputes. [16061/17]

04/04/2017WRVV01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the Company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

04/04/2017WRVV01700Road Safety Authority Data

04/04/2017WRVV01800632. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether the recent overestimation of breath testing by the Garda will distort the Road Safety 
Authority’s drink-driving figures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16107/17]

04/04/2017WRVV01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The recent revelations 
about Garda figures for numbers of preliminary breath tests conducted, while deeply concern-
ing, do not have any relation to the drink driving figures produced by the Road Safety Authority 
(RSA), which rely on a different data set.

The Garda figures which have recently been shown to be inaccurate are figures for the 
number of preliminary breath tests carried out.  These preliminary tests are used, predominately 
at the roadside, to enable members of An Garda Síochána to form an opinion as to whether a 
person is driving under the influence of alcohol.  As such, they are not used in evidence in court. 

The RSA’s studies of the impact of drink driving on the number of fatalities recorded rely on 
the outcome of an inquest into a person’s death.  Figures for road deaths which involve alcohol 
are therefore based on coroners’ reports.

04/04/2017WRVV02000Road Safety Authority Data

04/04/2017WRVV02100633. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
Road Safety Authority will provide details of all alcohol-related pedestrian fatalities over the 
past ten years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16109/17]
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04/04/2017WRVV02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

04/04/2017WRVV02300Road Projects Expenditure

04/04/2017WRVV02400634. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to a public consultation process which was to have involved the local 
community and businesses in Ardfinnan and surrounding villages in County Tipperary, prior to 
Tipperary County Council submitting an application under the bridge rehabilitation scheme for 
Ardfinnan bridge, with regard to plans to introduce a one-lane and traffic light system on the 
bridge as part of the rehabilitation works; if the consultation took place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16175/17]

04/04/2017WRVV02500635. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it 
is in the remit of Tipperary County Council to reallocate the moneys to other projects in the 
county if the proposed works come under budget following the allocation of €800,000 toward 
bridge rehabilitation works on Ardfinnan bridge, County Tipperary; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16176/17]

04/04/2017WRVV02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 634 and 635 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads 
(including bridges) in Tipperary is the statutory responsibility of Tipperary County Council, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selec-
tion and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

I understand that the Council is looking at the possibility of making provision for pedes-
trians on Ardfinnan Bridge and one option is to reduce traffic to a single lane, controlled by 
signals. Any public consultation into proposals for traffic management provisions on this bridge 
are a matter for the Council in conjunction with the local community.

In relation to Specific Grant road projects that are delivered below budget, any proposed 
transfer of allocations by a local authority is subject to approval by my Department.

04/04/2017WRVV02700Road Projects Expenditure

04/04/2017WRVV02800636. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the level of funding expended on the local improvement scheme programme on an annual basis 
over the period from 2010 to 2016; the allocation for 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16220/17]

04/04/2017WRVV02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Due to the major cut-
backs in roads funding arising from the financial crisis, it was necessary for my Department to 
cease making separate allocations to local authorities in 2012 in respect of the Local Improve-
ment Scheme (LIS). Details of the allocations in respect of LIS to local authorities for 2010 and 
2011 were as follows; 
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Year Total LIS Allocation
2010 €4,904,338
2011 €4,808,855
No monies were provided by the Department for LIS in 2012.

Since 2013, while there is no separate allocation for LIS, the allocation of funding for LIS 
has been devolved to local authorities, who can use a proportion of their Discretionary grant 
funding for LIS should they wish to do so. The allowable proportion of Discretionary Grant was 
7% in 2013 and this was increased to 15% from 2014 onwards. For example Donegal County 
Council could use €677,675 of its Discretionary Grant monies in 2017 for LIS should it wish 
to do so.

Details of the regional and local road grant payments to County Councils in the period 
2010-2016 are outlined in the regional and local road grant payment booklets which are avail-
able in the Dáil Library.  Details of the 2017 regional and local road grant allocations to each 
County Council are also available in the Oireachtas library.

In light of the provision in the Programme for Government indicating that, as the economy 
recovers, the Government will promote increased funding for Community Involvement and Lo-
cal Improvement Schemes, I will review the scope for making a separate grant allocation once 
the planned Review of the Capital Plan is completed.

04/04/2017WRVV03000Drug and Alcohol Testing

04/04/2017WRVV03100637. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
plans for roadside drug testing will proceed as planned or if there will be any changes in view of 
the recent discoveries regarding Garda roadside testing; when roadside drug testing will com-
mence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16242/17]

04/04/2017WRVV03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Preliminary testing 
for the presence of drugs in drivers is provided for in the Road Traffic Act 2016.  It is my inten-
tion to commence the provisions relating to such tests from 13 April next.

The recent revelations about the counting of numbers of preliminary breath tests conducted 
by An Garda Síochána, while deeply concerning, do not have an impact on the introduction of 
preliminary drug testing.  Preliminary drug tests will provide an important new tool in identify-
ing drivers who have taken drugs, just as preliminary alcohol tests provide an important tool for 
identifying drivers who have consumed alcohol. 

The carrying out of these tests and the counting of how many tests have been done are op-
erational matters for An Garda Síochána.

04/04/2017WRWW00200Tourism Capital Investment Programme

04/04/2017WRWW00300638. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason a company (details supplied) was not approved for funding under the 2016 Fáilte Ireland 
capital investment programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16250/17]

04/04/2017WRWW00400639. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
way in which the assessment criteria for the 2016 Fáilte Ireland capital investment programme 
was applied in individual cases across the country, especially as it pertains to an application by 
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a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16251/17]

04/04/2017WRWW00500640. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason a company (details supplied) was deemed to not meet the stated criteria for the 2016 
Fáilte Ireland capital investment programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16252/17]

04/04/2017WRWW00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 638 to 640, inclusive, together.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism 
projects.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  While 
the Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for investment in tourism offerings, it does 
not have a role in the administration of Fáilte Ireland’s tourism capital programmes, including 
the Grants Scheme for Large Tourism Projects.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please 
contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

04/04/2017WRWW00700Sports Capital Programme

04/04/2017WRWW00800641. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
planned all-Ireland national indoor cycling velodrome construction will commence at the Na-
tional Sports Campus in Abbotstown [16256/17]

04/04/2017WRWW00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): Any proposal to proceed with the development of a velodrome at the National 
Sports Campus would be subject in the normal way to the availability of capital funding and the 
outcome of an appropriate financial appraisal, in accordance with the Public Spending Code. A 
financial appraisal for the project is currently being finalised by Sport Ireland. The availability 
of capital funding for the project will be determined after the Mid Term Review of the Capital 
Plan which is underway.

04/04/2017WRWW01000Road Tolls

04/04/2017WRWW01100642. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
instruct Transport Infrastructure Ireland to postpone the 23% increase on toll costs on the M50 
from 1 April 2017 following the ruling of the Court of Justice of the European Union that toll 
charges are not subject to VAT, in view of the fact the increasing costs to the road haulage in-
dustry will damage business and jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16323/17]

04/04/2017WRWW01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The plan-
ning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national roads are a matter for 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 
in conjunction with the relevant local authority.  For regional and local roads it is a matter for 
each respective local authority.   More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on the M50 
and Port Tunnel, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors 
are vested in TII under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000 and the Roads Act 2007). 
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The position with regard to VAT on tolls is that TII absorbed the imposition of VAT within 
the pre-existing toll charge.  By that I mean VAT was shown as part of the total toll charge.  
From 1 April 2017, the toll charge will no longer show a VAT element.  There is no variation in 
the overall cost and there has been no variation in the overall toll cost since 2010.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the matter to TII for a more detailed reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

04/04/2017WRWW01300Driver Licences Renewals

04/04/2017WRWW01400643. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
person (details supplied) will be permitted to renew their drivers licence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16330/17]

04/04/2017WRWW01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, 
and I have no role in individual cases.I have therefore referred the Question to the Authority for 
direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received 
within ten days.

04/04/2017WRWW01600Sports Capital Programme

04/04/2017WRWW01700644. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of funding for a centre (details supplied) from the capital programme. [16334/17]

04/04/2017WRWW01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I can confirm that an application has been submitted by the organisation referred 
to by the Deputy under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme.  All of the 2,320 applications 
received under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme will be assessed by officials in my Depart-
ment over the coming months.

An announcement regarding allocations will be made later this year.

04/04/2017WRWW01900Sports Capital Programme

04/04/2017WRWW02000645. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ex-
pected timeframe for the processing of sports capital grant applications; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16337/17]

04/04/2017WRWW02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): All of the 2320 applications received under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme 
will be assessed by officials in my Department over the coming months.  Given the number of 
applications received and the detailed information submitted, it will take a number of months to 
complete this process and I expect that allocations will be made in August or September.

04/04/2017WRWW02200Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRWW02300646. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of requests his Department received for material to be made available in Braille format in 
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each of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by his 
department; the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation service. 
[16389/17]

04/04/2017WRWW02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Department’s 
Customer Service Action Plan 2017-2019 was published earlier this year.  The service stan-
dards and indicators in this Customer Service Action Plan are set out in accordance with the 12 
Guiding Principles of Quality Customer Service.  One of these principles is Choice where we 
commit to providing choice in service delivery to our customers.  One of the Department’s ser-
vice standards under this Principle is to “Ensure our publications are available, upon request, in 
a format appropriate to the customer, for example Braille”. Since the publication of the Action 
Plan the Department has not received any requests for Braille.    The information requested by 
the Deputy is currently being collated and will be forwarded as soon as possible.  If the Deputy 
does not receive a response within 10 working days they should contact my private office.

04/04/2017WRWW02500Cycling Policy

04/04/2017WRWW02600647. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the lack of safe cycling infrastructure in place in view of the high percentage of road deaths 
among cyclists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16391/17]

04/04/2017WRWW02700648. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
reduce the number of cyclists killed in road deaths including, plans for investment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16392/17]

04/04/2017WRWW02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 647 and 648 together.

During the lifetime of the previous Road Safety Strategy, 2007-2012, fatalities among cy-
clists declined by 66%. While it is always difficult to keep up the downward momentum in 
fatalities, the current Road Safety Strategy (RSS) 2013-2020 contains a number of measures to 
make cyclists safer.  Key to this are educational and public information measures aimed at both 
motorists, for example, RSA advertising campaigns, and at cyclists, for example,  the ‘Cycle 
Right’ Initiative.

I look upon every cyclist fatality as an avoidable tragedy.  I intend to tackle the issue of 
cyclist-related deaths through targeting cyclist and motorist attitudes and behaviour, through 
education programmes, through the provision of cycle tracks, and the rollout of the Cycle Right 
campaign, which was launched in January 2017 and which will be rolled out to primary schools 
nationwide during the year.

Cyclists are inherently vulnerable road users and as such I believe that cyclists are safest 
on segregated cycle tracks.  Provision is being made for the funding of cycle tracks each year, 
with funding of €23.2 million allocated to the Greater Dublin Area for sustainable transport 
measures including cycling infrastructure in 2016, with total funding for this and for a similar 
scheme in the Regional Cities in 2016 amounting to €36.7 million. In 2017 my Department 
will be investing more than €37 million in Smarter Travel and Sustainable Transport measures 
including cycling infrastructure.

04/04/2017WRWW02900Mountain Rescue Service
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04/04/2017WRWW03000649. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the re-
porting mechanism within his Department of the national co-ordinating committee for moun-
tain and cave rescue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16474/17]

04/04/2017WRWW03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Co-
ordinating Committee for Mountain and Cave Rescue (NCCMCR) was established in 1983 and 
has been chaired by the Irish Coast Guard of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
since 2002. The Committee meets twice a year.  The Committee is currently chaired by the Vol-
unteer Services and Training Manager of the Coast Guard, who ensures that any wider issues 
that require attention are brought to the appropriate forum.

04/04/2017WRWW03200Greenhouse Gas Emissions

04/04/2017WRWW03300650. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the current 
or recent levels of greenhouse gas emissions, expressed in Mt CO2e, in the greater Dublin area 
which were used as the baseline emissions in the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy 2016 
to 2035. [16478/17]

04/04/2017WRWW03400651. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the levels 
of greenhouse gas emissions, expressed  in Mt CO 2 e, in the greater Dublin area  which are  pre-
dicted to occur consequent on the  implementation of the  Greater Dublin Area Transport Strat-
egy 2016 to 2035. [16479/17]

04/04/2017WRWW03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 650 and 651 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to addressing the effects of climate change.  The National Transport Author-
ity (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy 2016 to 
2035.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

04/04/2017WRXX00200EU Regulations

04/04/2017WRXX00300652. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
plans to release for public consultation the draft statutory instrument which will transpose EU 
Regulation 598/2014. [16480/17]

04/04/2017WRXX00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): EU Regulation No. 
598/2014 entered into force in June 2016 and is directly applicable in the State.  Upon publica-
tion of the draft proposal by the European Commission, officials of my Department undertook 
a consultation process with those statutory bodies that have roles in this area to best inform Ire-
land’s position on the negotiation of the proposal.  The Regulation represents a shift in respon-
sibility for aircraft noise from the airport operator to a separate, independent statutory entity or 
competent authority that will be required to oversee the delivery of the new, more prescriptive 
approach to aircraft noise management. As you will be aware, I have already announced that I 
am appointing the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) as the Competent Authority to deal with air-
craft noise management at Dublin airport.     As I previously stated, I wish to ensure that there 
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are robust consultation requirements with all key stakeholders, including local residents.  It is 
proposed that the Statutory Instrument will outline requirements concerning the collaborative 
working arrangements to apply between the Competent Authority and the various statutory 
bodies that have roles and expertise in relation to noise management.  Insofar as public partici-
pation arrangements are concerned, before the IAA as Competent Authority makes any decision 
about noise-related operating restrictions at the airport, there will be an obligation for public 
consultation and all stakeholders will be able to give their views.

As Regulation 598/2014 is already applicable in the State since June 2016 and Regulations 
to ensure the appointment of a competent authority and provide for the other necessary provi-
sions are imminent, I have no plans to consult further on the matter prior to the making of those 
Regulations.

04/04/2017WRXX00500Olympic Council of Ireland

04/04/2017WRXX00600653. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to meet the Olympic Council of Ireland President in advance of the publication of the in-
ternal report into the ticketing arrangements at the Rio Olympic Games; if he has been provided 
with updates, briefings or drafts of that report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16517/17]

04/04/2017WRXX00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I intend to meet the 
newly appointed President of the Olympic Council of Ireland (OCI) in the near future and ar-
rangements for the meeting will be finalised soon. I have not been provided with any updates, 
briefings or drafts of the internal OCI report referred to by the Deputy. As I have outlined in re-
sponse to other Parliamentary Questions, sporting organisations, including the Olympic Coun-
cil of Ireland, are independent, autonomous bodies. I have no role in, or responsibility for, op-
erational matters of sporting organisations. Consequently, it would not be appropriate for me to 
engage with the OCI in the manner suggested by the Deputy in relation to its internal report.

04/04/2017WRXX00800Sports Capital Programme Applications

04/04/2017WRXX00900654. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of a sports capital grant application (details supplied); when an announcement of funds 
allocated is expected under the sports capital programme; the number of the 2,320 applications 
it is envisaged will be funded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16559/17]

04/04/2017WRXX01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I can confirm that an application has been submitted by the organisation referred 
to by the Deputy under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme. All of the 2320 applications re-
ceived under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme will be assessed by officials in my Depart-
ment over the coming months.  An announcement regarding allocations will be made later this 
year.   It is not possible to estimate how many allocations will be made in advance of completion 
of the assessment process.

04/04/2017WRXX01100Public Transport Fares

04/04/2017WRXX01200655. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ratio-
nale behind the policy which does not include the commuter towns Newbridge and Kildare in 
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the short hop zone train fare zone when Newbridge and Kildare are included in the rent pressure 
zone which acknowledges the pressures of a commuter town; if there is a discrepancy in not in-
cluding these commuter towns in the short hop zone especially in view of the fact they are seen 
as being part of the rent pressure zone; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16562/17]

04/04/2017WRXX01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

04/04/2017WRXX01400Road Network

04/04/2017WRXX01500656. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 620 and 624 of 14 February 2017, if he will arrange for a reply 
to issue without delay. [16580/17]

04/04/2017WRXX01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I understand that a 
reply issued to the Deputy from Transport Infrastructure Ireland on the 1st March 2017 - ref: 
TII17-96795.  A copy of this may be obtained from the Questions Office.

04/04/2017WRXX01700Driver Test

04/04/2017WRXX01800657. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition with regard to an Irish citizen that was the holder of an Irish driving licence prior to 
emigration for employment purposes totalling 30 years, is back living here and now wishes to 
purchase a tractor; if it is necessary for this person to carry out a theory test taking into account 
that they are not computer literate and are a very experienced driver; the process for persons 
that find themselves in this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16617/17]

04/04/2017WRXX01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The law in this area 
is clear. Where a person has not held an Irish driving licence for more than ten years and has 
returned from abroad with a driving licence which is not exchangeable for an Irish licence, 
they must go through the driver learning process.  This includes the Driver Theory Test (DTT).   
The DTT is operated on behalf of the Road Safety Authority by Prometric Ireland Ltd. There 
are various options provided to assist those who may have specific needs in relation to the test, 
including assistance for people who are not computer-literate.

The Deputy might ask the applicant in question to contact the operators of the DTT about 
his particular requirements.

04/04/2017WRXX02000Bus Éireann Services

04/04/2017WRXX02100658. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for the Clonmel to Dublin Expressway bus route, X7, following the decision to axe the 
service from midnight on Saturday, 1 April 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16633/17]

04/04/2017WRXX02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Until this weekend 
Clonmel to Dublin was served by two commercial licensed bus services, one provided by Bus 
Éireann’s Expressway and one provided by a private operator. Both services were operated on 
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the same commercial basis and licensed under the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009.The 
Deputy is aware that Bus Éireann is currently loss-making and that those losses are primarily 
related to the performance of its Expressway services. Those services are operated by Bus Éire-
ann on a commercial basis in a similar fashion to any other commercial licensed bus service. 
Commercial licensed bus services do not receive any taxpayer funding, in contrast to those 
socially necessary but financially unviable services which make up the PSO network.   Deci-
sions regarding commercial licensed bus services are matters for the operator concerned and 
Bus Éireann has announced changes to  a limited number of Expressway services, including a 
withdrawal of the X7 Expressway route from Clonmel to Dublin. I am informed that the route 
loses a significant amount of money each year and it is no longer commercially viable for the 
Company.

I have repeatedly stated that in these instances the National Transport Authority (NTA) stands 
ready to assess the impact of any route withdrawal or re-configuration and has the statutory 
powers to ensure continued transport connectivity. In the case of the X7, the NTA has amended 
the scheduling of some Rural Transport Programme services to ensure connections with the 
other commercial licensed bus service which continues to link Clonmel to Dublin. The NTA has 
published its assessment of the X7 withdrawal and has invited feedback on that assessment and 
I would encourage the Deputy to provide any feedback he might have to the NTA.

04/04/2017WRXX02300Bus Éireann

04/04/2017WRXX02400659. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ac-
tions he will take following the lockout of drivers from Bus Éireann facilities in Clonmel which 
occurred from 1am on Sunday, 26 March 2017 depriving them of toilet facilities and so on; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16634/17]

04/04/2017WRXX02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the Company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

04/04/2017WRXX02600Bus Éireann

04/04/2017WRXX02700660. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the fact that 12 members of senior management in Bus Éireann are on over €100,000 
in salaries per annum and 11 members of senior management are earning just under €100,000 
in salaries per annum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16635/17]

04/04/2017WRXX02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Bus Éireann’s An-
nual Accounts, which are available to view on its website,  disclose the aggregate total paid in 
compensation to key management and directors in a financial year. This disclosure is line with 
the requirements of the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies.  As set out in the 
Transport (Re-Organisation of Córas Iompair Éireann) Act 1986, the remuneration paid by Bus 
Éireann to its employees is a matter for Bus Éireann. Therefore I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the Company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a response within ten working days.

04/04/2017WRXX02900Public Transport
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04/04/2017WRXX03000661. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the projects 
and programmes regarding public transport which have been submitted by him to the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform for inclusion in the mid-term capital review; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16639/17]

04/04/2017WRXX03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I recently approved 
my Department’s submission on the Mid Term Review of the Capital Plan and it has been for-
warded to Department of Public Service Reform for consideration. It is expected that Depart-
ment of Public Service Reform will publish submissions in due course.

04/04/2017WRXX03200Sports Capital Programme Applications

04/04/2017WRXX03300662. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
a sports capital funding application by a club (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16661/17]

04/04/2017WRXX03400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I can confirm that an application has been submitted by the organisation referred 
to by the Deputy under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme.  All of the 2320 applications re-
ceived under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme will be assessed by officials in my Depart-
ment over the coming months.  An announcement regarding allocations will be made later this 
year.

04/04/2017WRXX03500Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

04/04/2017WRXX03600663. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
State-owned community schools can apply for the sports capital grant; if not, if there is an al-
ternative under which these particular community schools can seek such support in view of the 
fact that other types of schools are not necessarily similarly barred from applying for the sports 
capital grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16671/17]

04/04/2017WRXX03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The provision of schools facilities, including sports facilities, is primarily a mat-
ter for the Minister for Education and Skills. The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the pri-
mary means of providing Government funding to sport and community organisations. The most 
recent round of the programme closed for applications on the 24th February. The full terms and 
conditions of the Programme are available on my Department’s website. Schools may only ap-
ply for funding jointly with sports clubs or organisations.  Any organisation, including a school, 
which does not have title to their facilities can apply for sports equipment or minor capital 
works up to the value of €25,000.  In relation to larger capital applications (over €25,000)  from 
schools, my Department is aware of an issue that effects a limited number of schools which, 
due to the property arrangements in place, do not meet the title requirements of the SCP. In this 
regard, my officials are in discussion with the Department of Education and Skills to try to find 
a solution which will be in place for future rounds of the SCP.

04/04/2017WRYY00100Written Answers Nos. 664-673

04/04/2017WRYY00150National Car Test



4 April 2017

441

04/04/2017WRYY00200664. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to alter the arrangement whereupon if a person accepts the national car test offer for early test-
ing that this then results in the person losing credit or time for this early testing being accepted 
(details supplied). [16673/17]

04/04/2017WRYY00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Currently, there are 
two options available to motorists who wish to have their vehicles tested before their NCT due 
date.

They may either have their vehicle tested up to 90 days in advance of their test due date 
without affecting the validity period of the test certificate issued or the next test due date.  Alter-
natively, a vehicle may be submitted for voluntary early testing more than 90 days in advance of 
the test due date.  Under this voluntary early testing option, depending on the age of the vehicle, 
that is whether the vehicle is subject to biennial or annual testing, the certificate issued will be 
valid for either two years or one year from the date of a successful test.

As the Road Safety Authority has statutory responsibility for the operation of the National 
Car Test, I have therefore referred the details of the Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct 
reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within 
ten days.

04/04/2017WRYY00350Transport Infrastructure Provision

04/04/2017WRYY00400665. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
ensure more funding for the installation of electronic timetables across Dublin city in view of 
the fact the National Transport Authority has said plans for the expansion of the network of real 
time passenger information signs are currently on hold due to a lack of funding; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16687/17]

04/04/2017WRYY00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Responsibility to de-
velop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI) 
system is a statutory function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the RTPI pro-
gramme continues to be rolled out by the NTA in the Greater Dublin Area and in the regional 
cities.

 The NTA’s Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035 provides a frame-
work for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and services in the Greater Dub-
lin Area (GDA) over the next two decades.  The strategy includes the proposal to increase the 
availability of on-street RTPI at bus, BRT and Luas stops.  The NTA is preparing an Implemen-
tation Plan for the delivery of the strategy for the period 2017-2022.  Key to implementation 
over this period is the capital funding that will be available for investment in public transport 
infrastructure over the period.

There are currently over 700 RTPI signs in operation nationally displaying easy-to-read 
departure times and passenger information.  In addition, 24 flat screen displays showing real 
time information for nearby bus stops and associated transport information maps have been in-
stalled in public areas such as train stations, hospitals and universities.  I have been advised by 
the NTA that the balance of the 54 sites that were due to be completed under the the 2016 RTPI 
programme will be addressed in 2017.  The further roll-out will be dependent on the availability 
of funding in future years and as I have stated previously, I will be seeking to increase the fund-
ing available for public transport in the review of the Capital Plan that is currently underway.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in this area, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
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Authority for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

04/04/2017WRYY00550Road Projects Status

04/04/2017WRYY00600666. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a 
project (details supplied) will be progressed to the next stage; if funding has been provided by 
his Department to Transport Infrastructure Ireland in 2017 to carry out preparatory work; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16752/17]

04/04/2017WRYY00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects 
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within ten working days.

04/04/2017WRYY00750Sports Capital Programme Data

04/04/2017WRYY00800667. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of sports capital grant applications received in 2017; the total value of grants which 
have been applied for; the value of the sports capital fund available to him for approval; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16770/17]

04/04/2017WRYY00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): 2,320 applications were submitted under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme by 
the deadline of the 24th of February.

These applications are seeking a total of €155m in funding.

The total amount available for allocating under this round of the Programme is €30m.  An 
announcement on allocations will be made later this year once the assessment process has been 
completed.

04/04/2017WRYY00950Road Safety

04/04/2017WRYY01000668. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of current road safety laws that provide for the passing of cyclists by motorists on roads; and 
if there is statutory requirement for motorists to leave a safe passing distance when passing 
cyclists. [16773/17]

04/04/2017WRYY01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The legislation in this 
area is contained in the Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations 1997 (S.I. No. 182 of 
1997) as amended.

Regulation 10 (as amended) of these Regulations sets out the rules for overtaking.  Under 
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Regulation 10(1) it is illegal to overtake, or attempt to overtake, if to do so would cause danger 
or inconvenience to another person.  As Regulation 10 and its amendments are long and are in 
the public domain, I shall not list every detail but the Deputy may wish to consult it.

The rules on overtaking in Regulation 10 apply to all overtaking.  There are no specific rules 
relating to overtaking of cyclists by motorists and there is no statutory passing distance.  The is-
sue of such a distance has been proposed a number of times but An Garda Síochána have stated 
consistently that specifying a distance in law would be unenforceable.

There is also an offence of careless driving under section 52 of the Road Traffic Act 1961 
and an offence of dangerous driving under section 53.  A person guilty of dangerous or careless 
overtaking may be charged under these provisions as well as under Regulation 10.

04/04/2017WRYY01150Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRYY01200669. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
her Department in conjunction with other Departments, has or is in the process of examining 
or conducting an analysis on a country and sector basis of the way Brexit will impact Ireland’s 
trading relationship with the remaining EU member states; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [16319/17]

04/04/2017WRYY01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Since before the UK decision to leave the EU my Department has been analysing the potential 
implications and impacts of the UK decision across all policy and operational areas.

Given the importance of trade to our economic well being, it has been a particular area of 
focus.  Analysis has concentrated on the possible impacts of various scenarios in term of the 
future UK relationship with the EU.

A research project currently underway in my Department is examining the implications for 
our most exposed sectors, at a firm level, in terms of trading and economic relationships of the 
UK being outside the European Single Market and the Customs Union.  This study will also as-
sess the associated implications for Foreign Direct Investment in terms of the freedom to invest 
in/own/manage enterprises, and undertake certain financial transactions.

My Department is also supporting a study which InterTrade Ireland has commissioned the 
ESRI to undertake examining the impact of Brexit on goods trade with a particular focus on the 
Border region.

Finally, my Department will shortly commission a further study to profile the composition 
of trade and investment of Ireland and a range of key EU Member States with the UK to further 
inform policy negotiating positions to be taken by Ireland.

04/04/2017WRYY01350Low Pay

04/04/2017WRYY01400670. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
progress that has been made in reviewing the amount of money allowable for the cost of bed 
and board which can be deducted from the weekly payment due to au pairs; when she expects 
the review to be completed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16020/17]

04/04/2017WRYY01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
September last, my colleague, Pat Breen TD, Minister for Employment and Small Business, 
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asked the Low Pay Commission to review the board and lodgings rates* that are provided for 
under the national minimum wage legislation.  Minister Breen had indicated during the Dáil de-
bate on the Au Pair Placement Bill 2016 in July 2016 July that he was very conscious of the pas-
sage of time since the board and lodgings rates were set in 2000, and he indicated his intention 
to ask the Low Pay Commission to review these rates as part of their 2017 Work Programme. 

The closing date for submissions to the Low Pay Commission Review was the 10th of Janu-
ary last.  The Commission is currently considering the submissions received.  It will then exam-
ine all the available evidence and prepare its report and recommendations for Minister Breen.   

The Low Pay Commission has been requested to report back to Minister Breen by the end 
of April 2017.

It should be borne in mind, Deputy, that the Review is not a review of the employment status 
of au pairs.  It is confined to only examining the board and lodging rates for all employees that 
are covered by the national minimum wage legislation. 

* Under the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 (National Minimum Hourly Rate of Pay) 
Order 2000 (SI No. 95/2000) certain reckonable components may be taken into account for all 
workers to determine an employee’s average hourly rate.  The Act provides for the following 
amounts:  

€54.13 for board and lodgings per week, or €7.73 per day;

€32.14 for board only per week, or €4.60 per day;

€21.85 for lodgings only per week, or €3.14 per day.

Thus, if an employer provides an employee with full board and lodgings, or lodgings only 
or full board only, the monetary allowances set out above can be included as reckonable pay. 

04/04/2017WRYY01550Job Creation

04/04/2017WRYY01600671. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans to provide jobs in a town (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16037/17]

04/04/2017WRYY01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Regional Action Plan for the North East/North West region aims to support the creation of 
28,000 jobs across Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Cavan, Monaghan, and Louth by 2020.  There has 
been strong progress to date, with 5,600 more people at work across the region since the Re-
gional Action Plan initiative was launched at the start of 2015.

The Local Authorities, LEOs, and other key public and private sector stakeholders 
in Monaghan are key drivers of the North East/North West Regional Action Plan.

As part of the national Action Plan for Jobs 2017, my Department, through Enterprise Ire-
land, has committed to support the Regional Action Plans for Jobs and provide Regional Com-
petitive Funding of up to €60m over the period to 2020 to drive balanced regional enterprise 
development.  Applications for funding will be invited through a public call for submission of 
projects and I would urge private and public organisations from County Monaghan to apply.  
The initiative will be announced in the National Press over the coming weeks.

Enterprise Ireland supported clients currently represent 5,168 jobs in 180 companies in 
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County Monaghan.  Enterprise Ireland will continue to work with enterprise players and client 
companies in the Border Region to foster job creation.  Enterprise Ireland has recently launched 
a new SME Brexit scorecard to help businesses assess areas of potential risk and opportunity 
arising from Brexit and to develop a plan of action in response.

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) is the ‘first-stop-shop’ for providing advice and guid-
ance, financial assistance and other supports to those wishing to start or grow their own busi-
ness in County Monaghan (one of 31 LEOs nationwide).  During 2016, LEO client companies 
in County Monaghan created 129 net new jobs and LEO Monaghan will continue to provide a 
range of supports for the micro and small business sector in 2017 and beyond. 

Further information on the services available from the LEOs can be accessed at www.local-
enterprise.ie.

I should also draw your attention to the ‘Supporting SMEs’ Online Tool https://www.local-
enterprise.ie/Discover-Business-Supports/Supporting-SMEs-Online-Tool/

 which is a cross-governmental initiative to help start-ups navigate the range of Government 
business supports for which they could be eligible. 

04/04/2017WRYY01750Departmental Expenditure

04/04/2017WRYY01800672. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the value 
of work contracted out by her Department to an agency (details supplied); and the nature of that 
work. [16158/17]

04/04/2017WRYY01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Since my appointment as Minister, my Department has paid €21,263.83 to the company in 
question.  The was in respect of a contract the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement, 
an Office of my Department, had with the company for the provision of temporary legal secre-
tary services.  This contract concluded in August 2016.

04/04/2017WRYY01950Departmental Expenditure

04/04/2017WRYY02000673. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the mon-
etary value of all work undertaken by consultant firms for her Department; and the nature of 
that work. [16159/17]

04/04/2017WRYY02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
have interpreted the Deputy’s question to relate to work undertaken by consultant firms since I 
took up office on 6th May 2016.  The following is the monetary value of all work undertaken, 
and the nature of that work, by consultant firms for my Department. 

6 May 2016 – 31 December 2016

Name of Consultant Firm(s) Nature of Work Value of Work €
Strategem Prompt Payment Awareness Cam-

paign and the development of a new 
portal

48,966.00

Ward Solutions Security services for Irish Patents Of-
fice

5,125.00
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Name of Consultant Firm(s) Nature of Work Value of Work €
Espion Limited IT Consultancy 10,258.00
Chartered Institute of Internal 
Auditors

External Quality Assessment 16,974.00

Ward Solutions ICT Security Assessment 16,187.00
Insight Statistical Consulting Annual Survey of Economic Impact 

2015
32,287.00

Economic & Social Research 
Institute

Review of Expansion & Diversifica-
tion of Irish Exports

50,000.00

Indecon   Economic Consul-
tants 

Study   to Examine the Affordability 
of Irish Housing and its impact on 
economic competitiveness.

25,240.00

Indecon Economic Consul-
tants

Review of RD&I Supports available 
to   businesses in Ireland

23,646.00

Insight Statistical Consulting Data Analysis to feed into Knowledge 
Based Capital   study

13,776.00

Technopolis Ltd. Evaluation of Overseas Office Activi-
ties of the Enterprise Development 
Agencies

58,837.00

Z_Punkt GmbH The Fore-
sight Company

A Technology Futures Exercise 42,312.00

Insight Statistical Consulting Annual Business Survey of Economic 
Impact Tender for 2 years to cover the 
2015 and 2016 surveys 

32,288.00

Indecon   Economic Consul-
tants 

Study to Examine the Affordability 
of Irish Housing and its impact on 
economic competitiveness.

12,620.00

Insight   Statistical Consulting Annual Employment Survey 2016 6,494.00
PA Consulting Services Ltd. Horizon   Scan of Global Markets and 

Identification of Opportunities for 
Ireland and Irish Based Enterprise

59,963.00

Capita Business Services Ltd. Review of S and T Development 
Programme

3,383.00

Sabeo Health check on email archive system 1,750.00
Gas Package Solutions Ltd. Assessment of application for recog-

nised third party recognition status 
under EU Pressure Directive 97/23/
EC

6,685.00

Capita Business Services Ltd. Review of S and T Development 
Programme

8,250.00

Ward Solutions ICT Security Reviews 3,198.00
Sabeo Patents Office ICT System Architec-

ture Review
4,305.00

Storm Technology Ltd. Health Check on Microsoft SQL 
Server Systems

3,690.00

Trigraph Professional Ser-
vices Ltd.

Implementation of Employment Per-
mits Online Facility   

11,734.00

1 January 2017 – 29 March 2017
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Name of Consultant Firm(s) Nature of Work Value of Work €
Behaviours & Attitudes Market Research - Business 

Survey
52,520.00

Espion Limited IT Consultancy 6,855.00
Alan Nuzum t/a Allen R 
Nuzum & Associates

Design Skills for the Econ-
omy

615.00

Indecon (Ireland) Review of RD&I Supports 
for Small Business and In-
creasing SME Engagement 
in R&D

2,952.00

Insight Statistical Consulting Annual Business Survey on 
Economic Impact 2015 and 
2016

1,974.00

Z_Punkt GmbH - The Fore-
sight Company

Technology Futures 31,734.00

Behaviour & Attitudes Ltd. Survey of SMEs Brexit, 
Initial Scoping & Regional 
Meetings

64,268.00 

   My Department awards contracts and procurements based on the most economically ad-
vantageous tender and endeavours to ensure that all contracts or procurements offered provide 
the greatest value for money possible.  Officers of my Department closely monitor these con-
tracts for their full duration.

04/04/2017WRZZ0010004/04/2017WRZZ00150Data Protection

04/04/2017WRZZ00200674. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she is 
satisfied that data protection issues do not arise when work contracted out to a consultancy that 
involves departmental staff or possible recruitment of staff is involved; and the protections 
taken when outside agencies are involved in the recruitment process for public service work. 
[16160/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department is fully aware of its responsibilities in respect of the processing of personal data as 
provided for in the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003.

My Department’s Data Protection Policy outlines the procedures that must be followed by 
all staff in the Department and its Offices whose duties entail processing personal data. This 
Policy outlines best practice in relation to processing of data by staff within the Department and 
its Offices in instances where personal data is provided to an external body for processing. The 
objective of the policy is to ensure that personal data held by my Department and its Offices is 
processed in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003. Re-
sponsibility for compliance with this policy rests with the heads of the individual business units 
and all business units are aware of their responsibilities in this regard.

As my Department does not have a recruitment licence, the recruitment of staff is handled 
for it by the Public Appointments Service (PAS). Internal promotion competitions are organised 
by HR Unit without the involvement of outside consultancy.

Since my appointment there has been one occasion where the Office of the Director of Cor-
porate Enforcement used an employment agency for the recruitment of a legal secretary on a 
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temporary basis. The contract put in place included a general clause requiring the contractor to 
comply with all legal requirements and a detailed section on confidentiality, including specific 
reference to the confidentiality requirements surviving completion of the contract.  I am satis-
fied that data protection issues were adequately and appropriately addressed as part of these 
arrangements.

04/04/2017WRZZ00350Jobs Initiative

04/04/2017WRZZ00400675. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if applications for funds (details supplied) will be available to private entities; the criteria for 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16268/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): As 
part of the Action Plan for Jobs 2017, my Department, through Enterprise Ireland, has commit-
ted to support the Regional Action Plans for Jobs and provide investment of up to €60m over 
the period to 2020.

A Regional Competitive Funding Initiative administered by Enterprise Ireland will be 
launched shortly.  The overarching aim is to drive balanced regional enterprise development 
throughout the country.

The funding will support major new collaborative and innovative initiatives that can make a 
significant impact on enterprise development and to build the USP capabilities that can sustain 
and add to employment at a county, regional and national level. 

Eligible applicants will be not for profit entities that comprise national/regional, county and 
local stakeholders, with a purpose of benefitting the wider needs of the community and region/
nation.

Such entities can be led by private or public organisations and may also include Higher 
Education Institutes, Semi State Commercial bodies or Local Enterprise Development Groups. 

My plan over the coming months and years is to work in support of organisations that come 
forward with good projects to boost enterprise and job creation in their regions. 

Applications for funding will be invited through a public call for submission of projects. 
This will be announced in the National Press over the coming weeks. 

04/04/2017WRZZ00550Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRZZ00600676. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of requests her Department received for material to be made available in Braille format 
in each of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated 
by her department; the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation 
service. [16382/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): No 
requests were received by my Department and its Offices for material to be made available in 
braille format in each of the years 2014 to 2016. 

04/04/2017WRZZ00750Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
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04/04/2017WRZZ00800677. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
when she envisages Dáil Éireann ratifying the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement, 
as is required in order for it to become EU legislation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16440/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): On 
the 15th February 2017, the European Parliament voted in favour of the provisional application 
of EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA).  Provisional applica-
tion is a standard part of trade agreements and allows those parts of the agreement for which the 
EU has competence to come into force.  The provisions relating to investment protection and 
investment dispute settlement are excluded from provisional application.  

The full entering into force of the agreement will be subject to a Council decision with the 
consent of the European Parliament and by the approval of all Member States through the rel-
evant national ratification procedures.  

I fully support provisional application of the Agreement.  I am of the view that there should 
be no impediment to Irish companies immediately taking advantage of the provisions of CETA 
including eliminating tariffs on almost all of key exports, access to the Canadian procurement 
market, easing regulatory barriers and ensuring more transparent rules for market access.

I believe that it is important to wait to see the benefits of CETA come into being, before 
CETA is put before the Dáil for ratification.  Then we can have a fully informed, evidence based 
debate on the value of the Agreement to Ireland. 

My Department is already working with our agencies and Business Groups to ensure that 
Irish firms take early advantage of the terms of the Agreement.  I will be leading a trade mission 
to Canada in late May to promote the opportunities provided by the Agreement.

 

04/04/2017WRZZ00925Intellectual Property Protocol

04/04/2017WRZZ01000678. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the name 
of the body tasked with the oversight of the national intellectual property protocol; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16554/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Knowledge Transfer Ireland (KTI), established by Enterprise Ireland in partnership with the 
Irish Universities Association, is the custodian of the national IP Protocol on behalf of my De-
partment. 

The Protocol is implemented in partnership with research funding Departments and agen-
cies and other stakeholders. The Protocol describes the ways in which enterprise can expect 
to work with the State-funded research base. It applies to Research Performing Organisations 
(RPOs) and to enterprise.

All knowledge producing organisations, public and private, have the potential to generate 
intellectual property. A major focus of this Government is to ensure an increase in research 
activity and associated investment in research, based on the widely held understanding, across 
developed economies, that commitment to research and development generates economic and 
social returns.
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KTI was established by Enterprise Ireland in partnership with the Irish Universities Asso-
ciation (IUA) in late 2013. It was created as the result of the recommendation from a Govern-
ment-led task force that reviewed the state of “business to research base” engagement in 2012 
and is embedded in the Government Report ‘Putting Public Research to work for Ireland’. 

KTI’s role is to make it simple for enterprise to engage with the State funded research base 
in Ireland through increasing visibility of opportunity and offering consistent approaches to 
transactions. Clarity in respect of IP policy assists both public bodies and companies to do busi-
ness more efficiently and successfully. 

As part of its role, and in consultation with my Department, KTI reviewed and updated the 
National IP Protocol in 2016 (first published in 2012) setting out the policy and the framework 
for engagement between industry and the research base. To do this, an extensive review and 
consultation on the Protocol in practice commenced in 2014. A revised IP Protocol was pre-
sented for Government approval in late 2015 and published in January 2016. 

Ireland’s national strategy is based on developing excellent science in our universities, IOTs 
and other research performing organisations and ensuring that science forms the foundations 
of a vibrant knowledge transfer ecosystem which involves quality teaching and learning draw-
ing from the frontiers of knowledge and also effective collaborations between academia and 
enterprise.

04/04/2017WRZZ01150Defence Forces Contracts

04/04/2017WRZZ01200679. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if there are 
circumstances whereby the active service exemption from the relevant statutory obligations can 
be applied in the month prior to active service starting (details supplied); and if so, the specifics 
of those circumstances.  [16569/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Sec-
tion 6 (2) of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 (2005 Act) allows for an exemp-
tion from relevant statutory provisions for members of the Defence Forces in the context of 
certain specific criteria. The criteria cover when a member of the Defence Forces is on active 
service within the meaning of section 5 of the Defence Act 1954 or deemed to be on active ser-
vice within the meaning of section 4(1) of the Defence (Amendment) (No 2) Act 1960 i.e. when 
engaged in action in the course of operational duties at sea; or when engaged in operations in 
aid of the civil powers. Furthermore, under section 6 (2) (d) of the 2005 Act this exemption 
applies when members of the Defence Forces are engaged in training directly associated with 
such active service. The 2005 Act is not prescriptive on the time frame or duration of training 
for active service. 

Therefore when a member of the Defence Forces is engaged in training, directly associated 
with active service, to be undertaken for any period of time in advance of departure on active 
service, then the provisions of section 6 (2) of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 
do apply.

04/04/2017WRZZ01350Employment Rights

04/04/2017WRZZ01400680. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she will 
examine the redundancies announced at a company (details supplied) under the Protection of 
Employment (Exceptional Collective Redundancies and Related Matters) Act 2007 and deter-
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mine if these are carried out to replace the employees with workers on lower pay or less favour-
able terms and conditions; and if she will report on this matter. [16672/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Aris-
ing from its obligations under the Protection of Employment Act 1977, the company making the 
redundancies wrote to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on 7th February 2017 
to give notice of proposed collective redundancies and the opening of the consultation process 
required under that Act. I am informed that consultations with employees are ongoing. The 
company subsequently clarified to my officials that it does not intend to replace those selected 
for redundancy with workers on lower pay or less favourable terms and conditions and that the 
redundant roles within their Irish business will no longer function in the State. On this basis it 
would appear the proposed redundancies would not come within the meaning of exceptional 
collective redundancies. 

Under the Protection of Employment (Exceptional Collective Redundancies and Related 
Matters) Act 2007 it is either the employees’ representative or the employer who triggers wheth-
er a proposal to create collective redundancies should be referred to the Redundancy Panel. If it 
is the employees’ representative that requests the matter to be referred to the Redundancy Panel, 
they must act with the approval of the majority of those whom they represent.

I can confirm that my Department has not received a request under the Protection of Em-
ployment (Exceptional Collective Redundancies and Related Matters) Act 2007, that the pro-
posed collective redundancies be referred to the Redundancy Panel for a determination.

04/04/2017WRZZ01550Departmental Contracts Data

04/04/2017WRZZ01600681. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 201 of 29 March 2017, if she will provide a copy of all 
the reports submitted to her by private investigation firms engaged by her department in 2016; 
the reason reports were not produced by firms engaged in each of the years 2012 to 2015; if 
public procurement and or spending rules were complied with in engaging these firms; the 
reason all of these firms were hired; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16684/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Pay-
ments made to the private investigation firms listed in my response were in relation to the 
contracting of these firms by the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement to serve 
summonses, in instances where there were difficulties in locating the individuals to whom sum-
monses were to be served.  Public spending rules were adhered to when engaging these firms. 

Resolve Ireland, which was listed in the table for 2016, is a company which provides confi-
dential services in the HR and industrial relations arena. It is not a private investigation firm and 
was included in error in my response to the Deputy’s question number 201 of 29 March 2017.

04/04/2017WRZZ01750Brexit Issues

04/04/2017WRZZ01800682. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of meetings she has had with British companies that are looking to retain access to the 
Single Market after Brexit and are possibly looking to relocate to another member state; if none, 
the reason therefor; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16768/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
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engage on an ongoing basis with overseas companies - including those with operations in the 
UK - regarding the possibility of new or expanded investments in Ireland. IDA Ireland also 
continues to identify new potential sources of foreign direct investment (FDI) for the country, 
whether Brexit-related or not. 

Overseas businesses are attracted to Ireland on account of a variety of different factors. Our 
membership of the EU, and our continuing access to the EU single market, is undoubtedly one 
such key factor. But it’s also the case that companies are drawn here by many other reasons, 
including our talented workforce, excellent infrastructure, pro-enterprise policy environment 
and our long established track record as a successful home to global business. It’s my experi-
ence that it’s usually a combination of these points that ultimately helps convince overseas 
businesses to establish or expand here. 

The Government and the IDA will continue to pursue all avenues that could lead to in-
creased FDI in Ireland, whether the companies concerned are based in the UK, the USA or 
elsewhere. A key priority in the time ahead will be converting the interest shown to date by 
potential investors into new projects on the ground. 

04/04/2017WRZZ02050Qualifications Recognition

04/04/2017WRZZ02000683. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16047/17]

04/04/2017WRZZ02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has published a list of  Early Years qualifications which shows all qualifications approved by 
my Department for work in the Early Years sector to date. This list  can be found on www.dcya.
gov.ie

Where a qualification is not published on the list of DCYA Early Years Recognised Qualifi-
cations but the holder considers it to be an appropriate Major Award at or above Level 5 on the 
National Framework of Qualifications or equivalent, they can apply to have their qualification 
assessed for approval. 

It is my understanding that an application was submitted on behalf of the person in question 
to my Department under the Early Years qualifications assessment process and that this matter 
has now been resolved.

04/04/2017WRAAA00150Child Care Services

04/04/2017WRAAA00200684. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there is a 
specific grant scheme available to assist with the provision of child care facilities for preschool 
children with autism; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16050/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
does not have a specific grant scheme available to assist with the provision of childcare facili-
ties for pre-school children with autism.

However, in September last year, the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) was introduced.  
This is a  new programme of supports to enable children with a disability to access and fully 
participate in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme.  AIM encourages 
children with disabilities to attend mainstream pre-school where they can socialise with their 
peers.  The degree of support provided depends on the needs of the child availing of the ECCE 



4 April 2017

453

Programme, in the context of the pre-school service registered with my Department.  The ECCE 
Programme is provided for 3 hours per day for 5 days per week.  The supports provided under 
AIM  will benefit children with a range of disabilities, including autism.

In addition, the Department of Education and Skills administers the Home Tuition Grant 
Scheme which provides funding towards the provision of a compensatory educational service 
for children who, for a number of specific reasons, are unable to attend pre-school and primary 
school.  This includes early educational intervention for children with autism who meet the 
scheme’s eligibility criteria.

Children can avail of the both the ECCE Programme and Home Tuition Grant Scheme on 
a pro rata basis.  However, the maximum number of combined hours which can be availed of 
under the two schemes is 20 hours per week for children over the age of 3.

04/04/2017WRAAA00350Child Care Services Funding

04/04/2017WRAAA00400685. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
estimated cost to increase the average subsidy under the new universal scheme for every €50 
million per annum increase in investment over a five year period. [16072/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Budget 2017 
provided an additional €19m to enable the introduction of a new single Affordable Childcare 
Scheme.  This is in addition to the existing funding which supports the current targeted schemes 
and which equates to €87m annually.  The full year costs of the scheme will be approximately 
€150m.

Of this €150m, the expected cost of the universal element of the scheme is approx. €17m per 
year, i.e. approximately 11% of the total scheme cost.

The impact on the universal subsidy of a €50m increase in the overall scheme budget would 
depend on what policy decisions were taken about how the additional funding was used, for 
example in relation to the balance of spending between the universal and income-related ele-
ments of the scheme.

If it is assumed that the current balance were retained, then the additional spending on the 
universal element of the scheme would amount to 11% of the €50m, i.e. approximately €5.5m.

Based on an assumption of no change in the number of beneficiaries of the universal sub-
sidy, a €5.5m increase in spending on the universal element of the scheme would allow a one-
third increase in the universal subsidy-rate per hour, i.e. an increase from 50c per hour to 67c 
per hour.  In practice, however, an increase in the universal subsidy rate is likely to lead to an 
increase in the number of beneficiaries, as the reduction in childcare fees paid by parents would 
lead to an increase in demand for childcare.  As a result, the potential increase in the subsidy-
rate, within a fixed budget increase of €5.5m, would be less than 67c per hour.

04/04/2017WRAAA00550Child Care Services Funding

04/04/2017WRAAA00600686. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the es-
timated total cost under the proposed universal subsidy of increasing the €80 per month subsidy 
in €20 intervals up to the amount of €300 for all eligible parents. [16073/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Budget 2017 
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provided an additional €19m to enable the introduction of a new single Affordable Childcare 
Scheme.  This is in addition to the existing funding which supports the current targeted schemes 
and which equates to €87m annually.  The full year costs of the scheme will be approximately 
€150m.

The universal element of the scheme provides a €0.50 per hour subsidy for children aged 
6-36 months, for up to a maximum of 40 hours per week.  Only families use the full 40 hours 
of childcare or more per week will receive an €80 per month subsidy.  Families using part-time 
childcare will receive a pro rata subsidy.

The expected cost of the universal element of the scheme is approx. €17m per year.  This 
cost estimate is based on an estimated 25,000 beneficiaries and current patterns of childcare us-
age, in terms of the mix of full-time and part-time childcare use.

The table sets out the cost of increasing the maximum (40 hour) universal subsidy rate in in-
crements of €20 per week, based on an assumption of no change in the number of beneficiaries 
of the universal subsidy.  In practice, however, a significant increase in the universal subsidy 
rate is likely to lead to an increase in the number of beneficiaries, as the reduction in childcare 
fees paid by parents would lead to an increase in demand for childcare.

Maximum Uni-
versal Subsidy 
Rate (40 hours 
per week)

Increase in Sub-
sidy

Subsidy per 
hour

No. of Children 
Availing of Uni-
versal Subsidy

Annual Cost 
(full year)

€80 €0.50 25,000 €17 million
€100 €20 €0.63 25,000 €21 million
€120 €20 €0.75 25,000 €25 million
€140 €20 €0.88 25,000 €29 million
€160 €20 €1.00 25,000 €33 million
€180 €20 €1.13 25,000 €38 million
€200 €20 €1.25 25,000 €42 million
€220 €20 €1.38 25,000 €46 million
€240 €20 €1.50 25,000 €50 million
€260 €20 €1.63 25,000 €54 million
€280 €20 €1.75 25,000 €58 million
€300 €20 €1.88 25,000 €62 million

04/04/2017WRAAA00750Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRAAA00800687. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of requests her Department received for material to be made available in Braille format in each 
of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by her De-
partment; the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation service. 
[16388/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In the time pe-
riod referred to, no requests were received by my Department, for material to be made available 
in braille format. 

04/04/2017WRAAA00950Air Corps Equipment
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04/04/2017WRAAA01000688. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the detail of 
the 2017 opening stock figure, current stock figure, cumulative new stock figure to date in 2017 
and cumulative issued stock figure in 2017 for chemical hazard PPE respirators for technical 
personnel at Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel; and if he will exclude military grade respirators 
used for military training purposes. [16143/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA01100689. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the detail of 
the 2016 opening stock figure, closing stock figure, cumulative new stock figure and cumulative 
issued stock figure for disposable coveralls at Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel. [16144/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA01200691. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the testing and 
selection criteria for disposable overalls in use by the Air Corps to insure they offer personnel 
adequate protection from the toxic chemicals in use. [16146/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 688, 689 and 691 together.

Unfortunately, it has not been possible to compile the information requested in the time 
available.  My officials are working with the military authorities to obtain the information 
which will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

04/04/2017WRAAA01350Air Corps

04/04/2017WRAAA01400690. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will pro-
vide a detailed listing of all the toxic chemicals currently in possession of and being used by the 
Air Corps. [16145/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It has not been 
possible to compile the information requested in the time available.  My officials are working 
with the military authorities to obtain the information which will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.

   Question No. 691 answered with Question No. 688.

04/04/2017WRAAA01650Departmental Information

04/04/2017WRAAA01700692. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
requests his Department received for material to be made available in Braille format in each 
of the years 2014 to 2016; the number of these requests which were accommodated by his De-
partment; the cost implication and the person or body which provided the translation service. 
[16515/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA01800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has not received any requests for material to be made available in Braille format in each of the 
years 2014 to 2016.

04/04/2017WRAAA01850Defence Forces

04/04/2017WRAAA01900693. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if there are circum-
stances, whereby the active service exemption from the relevant statutory obligations can be 
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applied in the month prior to active service starting (details supplied); and if so, the specifics of 
those circumstances. [16570/17]

04/04/2017WRAAA02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): ‘Active service’ 
is defined by Section 5 of the Defence Act 1954, as amended by Section 4 of the Defence 
(Amendment)(no 2) Act 1960 as follows:

“4. (1) A member of the Permanent Defence Force who is serving outside the State with 
an armed International United Nations Force shall, for the purposes of the Principal Act, be 
deemed, while so serving, to be on active service.”

I am advised that a member of the Permanent Defence Force is deemed to be on active ser-
vice while serving outside the State with a relevant Force.  This period commences when the 
member departs the State to serve with the Force and ends when he returns to the State, having 
finished serving with the Force.  Active Service in relation to service with a United Nations 
Force is confined to the service “outside the State” during that tour of duty.

In relation to express exemptions under Section 6(2) of the Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work Act 2005, Section 6 states:

“(1) The relevant statutory provisions apply to prisons and places of detention unless their 
application is incompatible with safe custody, good order and security.   

(2) Subject to section 11, the relevant statutory provisions apply to members of the Defence 
Forces except when they are-

(a) on active service within the meaning of section 5 of the Defence Act 1954 or deemed to 
be on active service within the meaning of section 4(1) of the Defence (Amendment) (No. 2) 
Act 1960,   (b)  engaged in action in the course of operational duties at sea,   

(c)  engaged in operations in aid to the civil power, or

(d)  engaged in training directly associated with any of the activities specified in paragraph 
(a) to (c).” 

As such, in respect of overseas service, the express exemption under section 6(2) relates to 
all training activities “directly associated” with the overseas service concerned.  In summary, 
the period of Active Service is clearly defined as the period served outside the State with the 
mission concerned.  The period of the exemption under section 6(2)(d) of the 2005 Act, how-
ever, also includes training directly associated with such overseas service.

04/04/2017WRBBB0010004/04/2017WRBBB00150Defence Forces Medicinal Products

04/04/2017WRBBB00200694. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Lariam tablets and other anti-malaria drugs issued to Defence Forces personnel for the 
duration of overseas deployments since 2015, in tabular form. [16640/17]

04/04/2017WRBBB00300695. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the re-
maining number of lariam and other anti-malaria drugs that are presently stockpiled to be used 
for Defence Forces personnel when deployed overseas. [16641/17]

04/04/2017WRBBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 694 and 695 together.
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I am advised by the military authorities that the following table reflects the number of Lar-
iam (Mefloquine), Doxycycline and Malarone tablets issued to Defence Forces personnel for 
the duration of overseas deployments since 2015 and the amount of anti- malaria drugs in stock 
at present.

Quantities on anti-malaria drugs issued and in stock since 2015:

Drug Quantity of anti-malaria 
drugs issued since 2015   

Quantity of anti-malaria 
drugs in stock 

Lariam 2,829 tablets 158 tablets 
Malarone 1,409 tablets 0 
Doxycycline (110 mg) 10,137 capsules 3,491 capsules 
I am advised by the military authorities that drugs are purchased on a demand basis under 

the four year framework agreement on the Supply and Pricing of Medicines.  This agreement 
is between the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA) and the HSE.  The Deputy 
should note that Doxycycline 100mg  is a broad spectrum antibiotic and is the treatment of 
choice for many infections in addition to being an anti-malarial.  Both Malarone and Doxycy-
cline require a daily usage while Lariam requires a weekly dosage.

04/04/2017WRBBB00450Defence Forces Expenditure

04/04/2017WRBBB00500696. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
of money spent annually in Ireland’s participation in the Partnership for Peace, European De-
fence Agency programmes, EU Common Defence Policy and EU battle groups from 2014 to 
2016 in tabular form. [16642/17]

04/04/2017WRBBB00600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Ireland’s contri-
bution to the European Defence Agency (EDA), EU Common Defence Policy and EU Battle-
groups from 2014 to 2016 are set out in the in the table below.  The financial commitment to 
the operational budget of the European Defence Agency is in accordance with EDA funding 
principles, based on Gross National Income (GNI) key.  The EDA Chemical, Biological, Radio-
logical and Nuclear (CBRN) Protection project allowed the Defence Forces access to the results 
of research, studies and development work packages undertaken by the programme.  CBRN is 
a key capability for the Defence Forces, participation in this project enables the Defence Forces 
to remain at the leading edge of capability development   in this key area.  The project com-
menced in 2012 and finished in 2015.

The EDA Counter Improvised Explosives Devices Manual Neutralisation Techniques proj-
ect was set up to address Counter Improvised Explosives Devices Manual Neutralisation Tech-
niques (C-IED MNT) training, which has been identified as a crucial skill/capability to be de-
veloped.  Manual Neutralisation Techniques is a method used by Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) and Improvised Explosive Device Disposal (IEDD) Operators who, on occasions, can-
not use remote or semi remote techniques to render an IED safe and these complex explosive 
devices have to be neutralised manually.  For example, MNT is used where there is an immedi-
ate threat to the life of a hostage who has an IED attached to them.  The project began in 2014 
and will run for four (4) years.   

Participation in EU Battlegroups demonstrates Ireland’s commitment to the development 
of EU capabilities in the area of crisis management and contributes to our overall credibility 
within the Union.  Ireland’s continuing active engagement in EU Battlegroups enhances our 
capacity to influence the ongoing development and evolution of the rapid response capacity 
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of the EU, in particular, the role Battlegroups can play in reinforcing and acting as a strategic 
reserve for UN operations. 

To date Ireland has participated in the Nordic Battlegroup in 2008, 2011 and 2015, the 
Austro-German Battlegroup in 2012 and both the German led and UK led Battlegroups in 2016.  
The total costs directly associated with Irish participation in EU Battlegroups between 2014 
and 2015 amounted to just under €3.85 million.  This figure includes direct payroll costs which 
would have been incurred in the normal course.  The remaining costs relate to subsistence, al-
lowances, transport, flights and other such costs incurred during the preparation and stand-by 
period for the Battlegroup.

In 2015 this included the transportation of troops and equipment to Sweden to participate in 
joint field training exercises with the other elements of the Nordic Battlegroup namely, Sweden, 
acting as Framework Nation, Finland, Norway and Estonia.  Irish participation in this exercise 
comprised of approximately 175 personnel making up a Reconnaissance Company.  The costs 
associated with Ireland’s participation in the 2016 German and UK led Battlegroups are cur-
rently being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy separately once available.

In relation to Ireland’s participation in the Partnership for Peace, the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade meets the running costs of the office in Brussels which is staffed by the 
Department of Defence, the Defence Forces and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

European Defence 
Agency

- - - -

EDA Budget EDA CBRN 
(Chemical 
Biological Ra-
diological and 
Nuclear) Project 

EDA Manual 
Neutralisation 
Techniques 
and Exercises 
(MNT) project 

Total 

2014 €275,661.90 €30,000.00 €57,500.00 €363,161.90 
2015 €310,359.05 €30,000.00 €57,500.00 €397.859.05 
2016 €326,592.93 Project com-

pleted 
€57,500.00 €384,092.93 

EU Common 
Defence Policy 
(Common Costs) 
2014 €759,706.37 
2015 €570,753.61 
2016 €546,978.61 
Battlegroups 
2014 €1,219,495 
2015 €2,620,619 
2016 Currently being 

compiled and 
will be forward-
ed separately

04/04/2017WRBBB00650Defence Forces Personnel

04/04/2017WRBBB00700697. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the esti-
mated cost of restoring the option of allowing personnel to do an extra four years service upon 
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completion of their 21 years contract, based on the average number of personnel that availed of 
this extension of service in the five years leading up to 1997. [16643/17]

04/04/2017WRBBB00800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The military 
authorities have advised that there is no record of a four year extension option being offered to 
personnel who completed 21 years service in the Defence Forces in the five years leading up to 
1997.  However, if the Deputy can provide any further clarification on the matter to my Office 
I will have it examined further.

04/04/2017WRBBB00850Air Corps

04/04/2017WRBBB00900698. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Air 
Corps at Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel receives moneys from the annual harvesting of si-
lage on the airbase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16654/17]

04/04/2017WRBBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have been ad-
vised by the Military Authorities that the Air Corps operate a ‘safe grass’ policy in order to 
reduce the hazards posed on the airfield in Baldonnel by bird populations.  This policy is an in-
tegral part of the wider bird control management program, which is line with best international 
practices and seeks to reduce the risk of bird strikes during critical phases of flight. 

The airfield at Baldonnel is cultivated with FESCUE grass which was specifically sown 
and grown to prevent birds landing and nesting in the grass and thereby being a hazard to the 
aircraft.  A contractor is hired to top the grass at a height of 9 inches throughout the growing sea-
son.  The clippings are returned.  The frequent topping of the grass and the return of clippings 
are required to produce an appropriate level of soil fertility to support adequate grass growth.  
The crop type does not have the nutrient needs for grazed cattle silage and the clippings are 
required to maintain nutrient levels in the soil.

Accordingly, the Air Corps receive no funding from the annual harvesting of silage on the 
airbase.  As there is no harvesting of silage, the issue of income from harvesting does not arise.


