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  Questions Nos. 1 to 17, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 18 to 35, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 36 to 39, inclusive, answered orally.

  Question No. 40 answered with Question No. 37.

  Questions Nos. 41 to 46, inclusive, answered orally.

28/02/2017WRA00800Universal Social Charge Abolition

28/02/2017WRA0090047. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the abo-
lition of the USC is neither possible nor desirable in the current economic climate and in the 
context of the fiscal space allowable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10018/17]

28/02/2017WRA01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Programme for Government com-
mitment to phase out the USC is not something that is being proposed in isolation but rather as 
part of a wider medium-term income tax reform plan focused on supporting economic growth.  
Tax revenues have grown by over 40% from €34 billion in 2011 to €48 billion in 2016.  It is 
true that new taxes have been introduced but much of the increased revenue is driven by stron-
ger growth and tax buoyancy.  I have said on many occasions that I am cognisant of the high 
marginal income tax rates that apply to many people.  We should be proud to have a highly 
progressive income tax system, but we must also appreciate the value of retaining the incen-
tive to work, to enable those who work hard to provide for their families and generate further 
economic growth through increased employment and expenditure in the domestic economy.

Ireland is a small economy open to trade, open to the exchange of ideas and open to the 
movement of people.  In order to provide the best opportunities for our citizens we must strive 
to make Ireland a fair and attractive place for people to live, to work and to build their futures.  
It is my view that this requires fairness at both ends of the income spectrum reducing the tax 
burden on lower incomes while also having a top rate of tax that is internationally competitive.

The steady progress I have made in reducing the USC in the last three Budgets, allied to the 
many other factors at work in rebuilding our economy, is bearing fruit.  When I took office in 
2011 the unemployment rate was over 14% and went on to peak at 15.2%. It is now 6.6%.  This 
is the 17th successive quarter of employment growth and more than 200,000 net jobs have been 
created since 2011.  Employment levels have increased in all regions of Ireland and we’ve had 
net inward migration for the past year or so people are coming home.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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With regard to the feasibility of USC abolition, the forecasts contained in Budget 2017 set 
out the indicative net fiscal space over the 2018 to 2021 period of some €9.3 billion in cumu-
lative terms.  Abolition of the USC over this period would absorb approximately 40% of the 
currently available net fiscal space.  Furthermore it is my view that the resulting reductions in 
marginal tax rates would support job creation and economic growth, and better enable us to ad-
dress the challenges and opportunities arising in the global economy.

28/02/2017WRA01100Central Bank of Ireland Investigations

28/02/2017WRA0120048. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has satisfied himself 
with the Central Bank’s response to a bank’s placing of 2,141 SME customers into a global 
restructuring group (details supplied); his views on whether a formal review is required by the 
Central Bank to assess whether any SME customers here were inappropriately treated; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9989/17]

28/02/2017WRA01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am confident that legislative changes 
since the financial crisis have equipped the Central Bank with an array of investigative, regula-
tory and enforcement powers to ensure that regulated financial service providers adhere to the 
requirements of financial services legislation.  These changes include significantly enhanced 
powers for the Central Bank to gather information under the Central Bank (Supervision and 
Enforcement) Act 2013 which broadened the Banks’ information gathering and authorised of-
ficer powers.

I am informed by the Central Bank that, while it cannot generally comment on interactions 
with regulated firms, Ulster Bank Ireland D.A.C. is engaging with the Bank in relation to this 
matter.  This is properly in line with the 2013 Act and its revised provisions for potential en-
forcement actions.  

On this matter, the Ulster Bank Chief Executive last week stated that RBS has announced 
a new complaints review process overseen by an independent third party, and, the automatic 
refund of complex fees to SME customers in Global Restructuring Group (GRG) in the United 
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland between 2008 and 2013.  It is a matter for the Central 
Bank to determine whether it is satisfied with this approach and whether it will utilise its exten-
sive powers under the 2013 Act.  I am sure that Deputies will note that the Central Bank is prop-
erly undertaking its enforcement role by the recent sizeable settlements in enforcement cases.

In addition to this enforcement role, the Deputy may be aware that the Central Bank is pro-
actively regulating the financial system and has issued regulations aimed at protecting SMEs 
when dealing with regulated and unregulated loan owners, whose loans must be serviced by 
credit servicing firms under the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) 
2015.  These strengthened Central Bank regulations include the Central Bank (Supervision 
and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48) (Lending to Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises) 
Regulations 2015 which came into operation for regulated lenders other than credit unions on 1 
July 2016 and, in the case of credit unions, on 1 January 2017.  These revised SME Regulations 
introduce specific requirements for regulated lenders, including:

-  Contacting SME borrowers who have been in arrears for 15 working days;

-  Warning SME borrowers if they are in danger of being classified as not co-operating; and

-  Expanding the grounds for appeal and setting up an internal appeals panel.

Under these SME Regulations, regulated financial services firms must have a complaints 



28 February 2017

117

handling procedure in place.  Any complaints against financial institutions should first be dis-
cussed with the institution concerned.

28/02/2017WRA01400Economic Growth

28/02/2017WRA0150049. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he has satisfied himself 
that Ireland’s economic progress can continue into the future with particular reference to the 
need to maximise opportunities for economic expansion, foreign direct investment and indig-
enous investment, in view of the need to remain competitive on the international stage, notwith-
standing Brexit or other global issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9994/17]

28/02/2017WRA01600265. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
remains satisfied that continued economic progress remains attainable for the future notwith-
standing Brexit or other geopolitical threats; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10426/17]

28/02/2017WRA01700272. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which eco-
nomic projections remain on target notwithstanding the impact of Brexit or other geopolitical 
developments; the degree to which the economy can overcome such challenges; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10433/17]

28/02/2017WRA01800275. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he has 
satisfied himself regarding economic prospects over the next five years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10436/17]

28/02/2017WRA01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 49, 
265, 272 and 275 together.

My Department’s most recent economic forecasts were published with Budget 2017.  Real 
GDP growth of 3.5% was projected for this year while growth is forecast to average % over the 
period 2018-2021.

The dataflow since the Budget has been encouraging indicating that the strong momentum 
has continued:

-  The economy expanded by 6.9% year-on-year in the first three quarters of 2016.

-  Exports are holding up well. Service exports have been particularly strong recording 
double-digit growth, year-on-year, in the third quarter.

-  Employment in the fourth quarter of 2016 grew by 3.3% on an annual basis - an increase 
of over 65,000 jobs. 

-  Data for 2017 is likewise encouraging with the unemployment rate for January falling to 
6.8%, down from 8.6% a year earlier.

On this basis, the economy remains on course for continued strong growth this year.

However, we do face considerable economic challenges, notably Brexit, the change in pol-
icy direction by the new US administration, and growing uncertainty in the global economy.  
This was explicitly recognised in the economic outlook published with the Budget, which de-
tailed risks to the outlook and noted that these are firmly tilted to the downside.  

Budget 2017 introduced a number of measures aimed at making Ireland Brexit ready, in-
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cluding a number of measures to assist exposed sectors.  Regarding investment, a new 10-year 
National Capital Plan will be put in place.  In addition, as part of the recently launched Action 
Plan for Jobs 2017, there’s additional funding for Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland to help 
Irish business export more and to attract new investment.  

In conclusion I should emphasise that the best way to deal with the challenges we face, and 
to support continued growth is through continuation of the competitiveness oriented policies 
along with prudent management of the public finances that has worked so well. That is what this 
Government will continue to do.

28/02/2017WRA02000Motor Insurance Regulation

28/02/2017WRA0210050. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to deter further increases 
in the cost of motor insurance; when he plans to implement such proposals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9985/17]

28/02/2017WRA02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Cost of Insurance Working Group, 
chaired by the Minister of State Eoghan Murphy, was established to examine the factors con-
tributing to the increasing cost of insurance and to identify what measures could be introduced 
to help deter further increases for consumers and businesses.  The initial focus of the Working 
Group was on rising motor insurance premiums and in this regard the Report on the Cost of 
Motor Insurance was published on January 10 2017.  The Report contains 33 recommendations 
and 71 actions including actions to:

-  address the lack of transparency in the claims environment, through the establishment of 
a national claims information database which will be located in the Central Bank;

-  provide enhanced guidance in how to determine compensation for personal injuries claims, 
through the establishment of a Personal Injuries Commission;

-  address the increasing level of uninsured driving, through the establishment of a fully 
functioning database which will allow the Gardaí to check insurance compliance through the 
use of technology such as Automatic Number Plate Recognition; and

-  address the issue of suspected fraud, through the establishment of a database that will be 
funded by industry but held by an independent body and that will take into account data protec-
tion concerns.

Work on the implementation of these recommendations has already commenced and I am 
confident that the 71 actions will be implemented by the end of 2018, with 45 due for comple-
tion this year. 

While there is no simple solution to reduce the cost of motor insurance, I believe that with 
cooperation and commitment between all parties, fairer premiums for consumers can be deliv-
ered without unnecessary delay.  This in turn should lead to greater stability in the pricing of 
motor insurance and should  help prevent the volatility that we have seen in the market in the 
past. It should also better facilitate new entrants to the market.  It should be noted that CSO 
statistics show that there was no month on month change in the cost of motor insurance between 
December 2016 and January 2017. 

As part of its second phase, the Working Group is now examining issues related to Em-
ployer Liability and Public Liability insurance including the impact of the cost of insurance on 
the competitiveness of particular business sectors.  The Working Group will continue to meet 
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on a regular basis in 2017.

28/02/2017WRA02300Tax Code

28/02/2017WRA0240051. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the status of the work of the tax 
strategy group in 2017 with particular reference to a review of the current system of betting tax; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10041/17]

28/02/2017WRA02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, during the Fi-
nance Bill Committee Stage Debates in both the Dáil and the Seanad, my colleague, Minister 
of State Eoghan Murphy TD, gave a commitment that betting duty would be examined as part 
of the Tax Strategy Group process in 2017.  I can inform you that officials in my Department 
are in the early stages of examining the area with a view to completing a review for inclusion 
in the Excise TSG Paper 2017.

The Deputy will also be aware that the Tax Strategy Group (TSG) is in place since the early 
1990s and is chaired by the Department of Finance with membership comprising senior of-
ficials and political advisers from a number of Civil Service Departments and Offices.  Papers 
on various options for tax policy changes are prepared annually for the Group by Department 
of Finance officials.  Papers relating to PRSI and social welfare issues are also prepared for the 
Group by the Department of Social Protection. 

In line with the Government’s commitment to Budgetary reform including greater engage-
ment with the Oireachtas, the Tax Strategy Group papers relating to Budget 2017 were pub-
lished in July 2016.  This was well in advance of Budget Day and helped to facilitate informed 
discussion.  Decisions in relation to the TSG for Budget 2018 have yet to be finalised but I am 
satisfied that the approach adopted last year worked well and I do not expect to change it sig-
nificantly.

It is important to note that the Tax Strategy Group is not a decision-making body and the 
papers produced are a list of options and issues.  They are only one part of an overall Budget-
ary and Finance Bill process which now includes the National Economic Dialogue, the Budget 
Oversight Committee and the provision of pre-Budget submissions and engagement with spe-
cific groups and individuals. 

28/02/2017WRA02600Banking Sector Remuneration

28/02/2017WRA0270052. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding the incessant 
lobbying of representative groups for leading bankers to have pay rises and pay rise caps either 
raised or abolished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9984/17]

28/02/2017WRA02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At meetings between myself, offi-
cials and senior representatives of the banks late last year, at which a broad range of topics were 
discussed, the banks commented on the current remuneration restrictions, which apply to the 
banks which the State had to rescue, and the potential impact these restrictions have on recruit-
ment and retention.  In addition, there is some reference in the banks  most recent annual reports 
in this regard.  However, it would be unfair to characterise this as incessant lobbying.

In addition to the pay restrictions that are currently in place as part of Irish Government poli-
cy, it is important to acknowledge the wider European regulatory changes to bankers  remunera-
tion that have been implemented since the banking crisis.  This includes a number of changes 
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to the framework that applies to bonus payments (including salaries and discretionary pension 
benefits) to staff of relevant institutions.  The aim of these changes is to prevent a re-emergence 
of the issues we have seen in the past of short-term targets being the focus of institutions due to 
the remuneration policies implemented for staff resulting in significant risk taking.   

The Capital Requirements Directive IV (CRD IV) introduced a remuneration framework 
to deal with excessive risk taking which applies to individuals within a relevant entity whose 
professional activities have a material impact on their risk profile, known as ‘material risk tak-
ers’.  These material risk takers include senior management, risk takers, staff engaged in control 
functions and any employee receiving total remuneration that takes them into the same remu-
neration bracket as senior management and risk takers.

The introduction of the framework in 2014 and enforced by the relevant competent authori-
ties across Europe is designed to ensure the excessive risk taking culture and short term focus 
on targets seen prior to 2008 is not repeated. 

28/02/2017WRA02900Help-To-Buy Scheme Administration

28/02/2017WRA0300053. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the status of applications re-
ceived and the processing of same for the help-to-buy scheme for first-time buyers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9030/17]

28/02/2017WRA03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Help to Buy incentive was initially 
announced on 19 July 2016 as part of the “Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness.”  The design of the scheme was outlined in Budget 2017, and the full details 
were set out in Finance Act 2016.

The initiative aims to assist a first-time purchaser fund the deposit required to purchase or 
self-build a new house or apartment to live in as their home.  The scheme is open to both those 
who are purchasing new builds from a developer, and those who self-build.  By restricting it to 
new builds and new self-build homes only, it is anticipated that the resulting increase in demand 
for affordable new build homes should encourage the construction of an additional supply of 
such properties.

Broadly, the relief takes the form of a rebate of income tax, including DIRT, paid over the 
previous four tax years.  The maximum possible rebate is 5% of the purchase price or valuation 
for a self-build up to a maximum of €400,000.  There are additional conditions of the scheme 
that must be met, including that the property must have been purchased or built as the first-time 
buyer’s principal private residence, and that the mortgage taken out to purchase or build the 
home must be a minimum of 70% of the purchase price or 70% of the value of the property in 
the case of a self-build.

I am advised by Revenue that the number of applications for the Help to Buy incentive re-
ceived up to Friday 17 February 2017 was:

No. of Applications No. of Successful applica-
tions

No. of Applications Pend-
ing*

2,951 872 2,079
Revenue is encouraging prospective applicants to file any necessary tax returns and resolve 

any outstanding issues before making the HTB application.

Of the 872 successful applications there have been 307 claims, with 77 claims paid and 230 
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pending verification.  Claims are verified by the qualifying contractor for first-time home pur-
chases or by the solicitor for first-time self-built homes.

*Pending means that the applicants either have to file an outstanding return or address a 
compliance issue, the application is to be reviewed by Revenue or the applicant needs to finalise 
his or her application.

28/02/2017WRA03200Home Repossessions

28/02/2017WRA0330054. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which he and 
his Department continue to monitor the policy of lending institutions that are set to repossess 
family homes even in instances in which the borrower has over the past number of years contin-
ued to make repayments to the extent of up to one third of income; if a protocol can be devised 
to facilitate such borrowers, in view of the fact that the lending institutions originally facilitated 
the borrower even when it was obvious that they should not have lent to the extent they did; if 
the lenders might now be expected to at least accept some responsibility in the issue by way of 
extending the terms of the mortgages or splitting such mortgages in a way to make it possible 
for the borrower to meet the demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9995/17]

28/02/2017WRA03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This Government is very committed 
to  providing support for borrowers in mortgage arrears, as evidenced by the range of com-
mitments contained in the Programme for A Partnership Government and the Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness.  

The most recent Central Bank figures show that to date over 121,000 restructures have been 
put in place which reinforces the fact that engagement between borrowers and lenders works.  
At end September 2016, 88 per cent of the total restructured PDH accounts were deemed to be 
meeting the terms of their arrangement.  

As part of the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) framework the completion 
of affordability assessments is a key step.  In this regard a lender must examine each case on 
its individual merits and it must base its assessment on the full circumstances of the borrower, 
including, inter alia, the borrower’s current repayment capacity.  In order to determine which 
options for alternative repayment arrangements are viable in each particular case, a lender must 
explore all of the options for alternative repayment arrangements that they offer.  The Code of 
Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) also requires lenders to review an alternative repay-
ment arrangement at appropriate intervals for the type and duration of the arrangement.   

The  CCMA is a key part of the Central Bank’s mortgage arrears framework.  It is a statu-
tory code issued under Section 117 of the Central Bank Act, 1989 and applies to all regulated 
mortgage lenders operating in the State when dealing with borrowers facing or in mortgage 
arrears on their primary residence, including any mortgage lending activities outsourced by 
these lenders.  Non-compliance with the CCMA is enforceable against regulated entities by the 
Central Bank.  

The recent Central Bank report on Mortgage Arrears, published on the Department of Fi-
nance website on 16 December 2016, found that overall, there is strong evidence that banks and 
non-banks are looking to exhaust available options before moving into the legal process with 
regard to mortgage arrears on family homes.  I would therefore urge those with mortgage debt 
to engage with their lender by completing a standard financial statement of their income and 
expenditure or contact MABS for independent professional and confidential advice.
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28/02/2017WRA03500Central Bank of Ireland Transactions

28/02/2017WRA0360055. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the details of the 2010 facil-
ity deed between a bank (details supplied) and the Central Bank, which was guaranteed by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10008/17]

28/02/2017WRA03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Bank of Ireland annual report for 
year ended 2010 provided the following details in relation to the facility deed:

 On 23 December 2010, the Bank entered into a facility deed (the deed) with the Central 
Bank.  This provides for an uncommitted facility to the Group, guaranteed by the Minister 
for Finance up to a maximum amount of €10 billion or such increased amount as the Central 
Bank may, in its absolute discretion determine.  Its initial term was one month from the date 
of execution, which has been extended for a further three month period to 23 April 2011.  In 
entering into the deed, the Bank entered into a counter indemnity agreement with the Minister 
for Finance.  This agreement, dated 23 December 2010, indemnifies the Minister for Finance 
in respect of any payments made by him under the guarantee in favour of the Central Bank in 
respect of any indebtedness under the deed. It is co-terminous with payment of interest and 
prepayment of principal in full under the deed. 

In relation to the expiry of the facility, the following details were provided in the bank’s an-
nual report for year ended 2012:

 On 23 December 2010, the Bank entered into a facility deed (the deed) with the Central 
Bank, providing for an uncommitted facility to the Group, guaranteed by the Minister for Fi-
nance.  In entering into the deed, the Bank also entered into a counter indemnity agreement 
with the Minister for Finance.  At 31 December 2011, the amount of the facility was €10 billion 
which was subsequently reduced to €5 billion on 23 January 2012. This facility expired on 30 
June 2012 and the indemnity was released.  

The Bank of Ireland annual reports for both 2010 and 2012 can be found on the bank’s 
website.

28/02/2017WRB00200Departmental Legal Cases

28/02/2017WRB0030056. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to publish the advice 
from a company (details supplied) that his Department commissioned regarding a case; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10026/17]

28/02/2017WRB00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Apple State Aid case is a priority 
matter for the State.

Detailed and comprehensive responses were provided to the Commission demonstrating 
that the appropriate amount of Irish tax was charged in accordance with the relevant legislation, 
that no selective advantage was given and that there was no State Aid.  

This case has involved a significant degree of legal and technical complexity, and additional 
expertise has been engaged where required. 

The Government does not accept the Commission’s analysis in the Final Decision which 
was published in December 2016 and we have lodged an application with the General Court of 
the European Union to annul the whole Decision.
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A summary of our legal arguments has been published and is available on my Department’s 
website.

As this is clearly a legal matter, it will not be possible to comment any further on the detail 
of the European Commission Decision or the annulment application, or to publish any docu-
ments associated with the Commission Decision and the annulment application.  

28/02/2017WRB00500State Banking Sector

28/02/2017WRB0060057. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans for banks (de-
tails supplied) in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9540/17]

28/02/2017WRB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The position of the Government in rela-
tion to the State’s shareholdings in the banking sector is very clear.  These were investments the 
State had to make during the banking crisis, and it is the Government’s intention that the State 
will exit these investments in a measured and careful manner which ultimately recovers the 
maximum amount of money for the Irish taxpayer. 

In relation to AIB, I have previously indicated that an IPO is the optimal route to recouping 
value from our investment with the earliest possible IPO window being the second quarter of 
2017.  Indeed officials in my Department along with our independent financial adviser, Roth-
schild, have done considerable preparatory work in this regard. In December of last year, fol-
lowing a competitive procurement process, three firms were appointed to act as joint global co-
ordinators to lead a selling syndicate in preparation for a possible IPO. These firms have been 
appointed for an 18 month period and additional firms will be appointed to fill out the syndicate 
at an appropriate future date.  The appointment of these firms as advisers does not signal any 
intention or obligation for us to proceed with a transaction, which will be subject to a number of 
factors, including favourable market conditions.  AIB is due to publish its 2016 financial results 
on Thursday 2 March 2017 and we will assess the market reaction.

In relation to PTSB, officials in my Department continue to keep potential disposal strate-
gies in relation to that investment under review however clearly AIB remains our immediate 
priority given its size.

28/02/2017WRB00800Banking Operations

28/02/2017WRB0090058. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 80 of 19 January 2017, the way in which his Department would have been im-
pacted upon; the costs associated with the legal advice his Department received; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10042/17]

28/02/2017WRB01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While the legal action referred to in 
parliamentary question number 80 of 19 January 2017 was against the bank referred to in the 
same question and not against the Department of Finance, pleadings in this case, which were 
delivered by the Bank, were considered by officials in my Department and by the Attorney 
General’s office. 

It was also important for officials in my Department to be kept informed of developments 
in this case given that the bank referred to in parliamentary question number 80 of 19 January 
2017 had been nationalised prior to the commencement of the legal action referred to in the 
same question. 
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A negative outcome for the Bank referred to in parliamentary question number 80 of 19 
January 2017 in this case would have been, by association, a negative outcome for the State 
given that the Bank referred to had already been nationalised. 

The legal costs incurred by my Department relating to this action are included in the sched-
ule of consultancy and other costs (including legal costs) for this period which is available on the 
Department of Finance website (www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/14-04-07%20Copy%20
of%20Consultancy%20Schedule%20for%20website.pdf).  However, the specific breakdown 
of the costs incurred by the Department of Finance in relation to this matter are confidential.

28/02/2017WRB01100Credit Union Regulation

28/02/2017WRB0120059. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the work of the 
implementation group concerning the recommendations of the credit union advisory committee 
report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9991/17]

28/02/2017WRB01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): One recommendation of the Credit 
Union Advisory Committee (CUAC) in the Review of Implementation of the Recommenda-
tions in the Commission on Credit Unions Report (the Report) was that an Implementation 
Group be established for a specified period of time to oversee and monitor implementation 
of those recommendations in a methodical manner and to advise the Minister for Finance on 
progress.  

Publication of the Report in July 2016 was just the beginning of the process.  From Sep-
tember 2016 onwards CUAC continued working to enable a coherent implementation plan be 
devised.  The Department has been working closely with CUAC.

In line with CUAC’s recommendations, the Department invited one nominee from each of 
the stakeholder groups.  The Implementation Group consists of a representative from each of 
the following: Irish League of Credit Unions; Credit Union Development Association; Credit 
Union Managers’ Association; National Supervisors Forum; and the Central Bank.  The Imple-
mentation Group also has a CUAC representative and is chaired by the Department.  This broad 
membership will ensure participation and contribution from all credit union perspectives.

The Implementation Group held its inaugural meeting on Monday 20 February 2017 and 
was also attended by all CUAC members.  It is intended that each CUAC recommendation 
will addressed separately with a view to implementation at the appropriate time.  Meetings 
will continue on a monthly basis with the next meeting scheduled for late March 2017.  The 
term of the Implementation Group is for one year which may be extended at the discretion of 
the Minister.  I look forward to receiving regular progress reports on the implementation of 
these important recommendations.

28/02/2017WRB01400NAMA Operations

28/02/2017WRB0150060. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if he will initiate an external 
review of NAMA’s legal department, further to evidence given at the Committee of Public Ac-
counts concerning non-disclosure agreements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10010/17]

28/02/2017WRB01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): To my knowledge, the discussions at 
the Public Accounts Committee (“PAC”) focused on potential “technical breaches” of a non-
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disclosure agreement by third parties. 

I expect that all of the testimony provided to the PAC, including these discussions regarding 
non-disclosure agreements, is being considered by the PAC as works to produce its upcoming 
report.  

It is important that we receive the report of the Public Accounts Committee on Project Eagle 
and consider any further information this report may bring to light, the findings it presents and 
the evidence substantiating such findings.

This Government and many Deputies, including the PAC Chairman, are aligned in the un-
derstanding that the imminent PAC report will be invaluable in assessing our next steps.  We 
should consider and debate the contents and findings carefully before establishing the terms of 
reference for any such Commission of Investigation.  There may be well questions currently 
being suggested for a Commission of Investigation which will be adequately covered off by the 
PAC report.  There may also be findings supported by evidence which warrant further investi-
gation.

We must ensure that any Commission of Investigation has specific terms of reference sup-
ported by evidence to justify its establishment.  Commissions of Investigation can prove to be 
expensive and time consuming but serve an important purpose when other avenues of justice 
are not appropriate and when they are properly established on the basis of evidence to support 
their terms of reference.  

It is appropriate that we wait until we have had the opportunity to consider the PAC’s re-
port and its findings on this matter, if any, before we discuss the merits, if any, of including an 
examination of potential “technical breaches” of an NDA within the terms of reference of a 
Commission of Investigation.

28/02/2017WRB01700Customs and Excise Controls

28/02/2017WRB0180061. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the studies the Revenue Com-
missioners have taken to identify possible customs posts on the Border’ North and South; the 
locations that have been examined for these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9982/17]

28/02/2017WRB01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s position in relation 
to the border with Northern Ireland in the context of BREXIT is very clear and has been articu-
lated by the Taoiseach on several occasions.  Continued freedom of movement, absence of a 
hard border, and minimal impact on business and trade are key objectives.  The Government is 
clear that any manifestation of a hard border would have very negative consequences.  A key 
priority is to ensure the continued free flow of trade on the island and the need to avoid a hard 
border. 

28/02/2017WRB02000Commissions of Investigation

28/02/2017WRB0210062. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if figure of €10 million for a com-
mission of investigation into NAMA changed or altered in any way following the release of the 
2017 Revised Estimates, which included estimates for a relevant commission of investigation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10009/17]

28/02/2017WRB02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised that any reference to an 
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allocation for commissions of investigation in the 2017 revised estimates does not relate to a 
commission of investigation into NAMA or Project Eagle.  A commission of investigation into 
NAMA’s Project Eagle has not been established and would not receive an appropriate budget 
allocation until such time as this occurs. 

28/02/2017WRB02300Bank Debt Restructuring

28/02/2017WRB0240063. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the sale of 
Project Cyprus by a bank (details supplied); his views on the impact of the sale on tenants of the 
bank’s buy-to-let properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10028/17]

28/02/2017WRB02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware significant prog-
ress has been made across the Irish banking sector in reducing the level of non-performing 
loans (NPLs) since the financial crisis.  Despite this progress, the level of NPLs in Ireland 
remains well above the European average.  Hence the Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM), 
as the regulator for larger banks, has tasked the management and board of each institution with 
developing and implementing a strategy to address this challenge.  This challenge will have to 
be met whether or not the State has a shareholding in the bank concerned. 

In relation to Project Cypress, AIB has informed me that a process is underway to sell a 
portfolio of non-performing BTL (buy-to-let) loans on properties which were in the main ac-
quired as investments.  It does not include PDH (private dwelling home) mortgages as has been 
suggested in some quarters.  The portfolio is still being assembled but is expected to consist of 
a mix of borrowers including some who are in receivership where the property is vacant and so 
the disposal of the loan will facilitate the return of the property into productive use, and other 
borrowers who are either unsustainable or uncooperative where they are renting the property 
but failing to pass some or all of the rent to the bank to service their loan obligations. 

As the Deputy is aware in situations where there is a tenant in place their rights are not 
impacted by the sales process and are ultimately protected under the relevant tenancy laws, as 
such a tenant will avail of the same rights irrespective of whether the loan is owned by AIB or 
a third party.

28/02/2017WRB02600Budget 2018

28/02/2017WRB0270064. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the current estimate of the 
fiscal space available in budget 2018 net of the carry forward effects from budget 2017 and all 
known demographic pressures. [9993/17]

28/02/2017WRB02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The current estimate of the net fiscal 
space available for 2018 is €1.2 billion. This figure was set out in the documentation that ac-
companied Budget 2017 last October.  

This estimate is consistent with compliance with Ireland’s obligations under the fiscal rules, 
namely the expenditure benchmark pillar of the preventive arm of the Stability and Growth 
Pact.  According to this metric, fiscal space is calculated as the potential growth rate of the 
economy (10-year average) less an appropriate margin which takes into account the fact that 
we have not yet achieved our medium term budgetary objective of a structural deficit of 0.5 per 
cent of GDP. 

The fiscal space projections in the Budget are based on a number of moving parts (GDP de-
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flator, reference rates for potential growth, etc.) set each year by the European Commission.  In 
addition, the value for general government expenditure produced by the Central Statistics Of-
fice is an integral part of the calculation.  Given all these moving parts, I want to stress that the 
figures, as always, are work-in-progress estimates and will evolve over time.

The next estimate of the net fiscal space for 2018 will be set out in the Stability Programme 
2017 Update and / or the Summer Economic Statement 2017.

With regard to the carryover effect of tax measures outlined in Budget 2017, these will 
absorb some €172.5 million of the available €1.2 billion net fiscal space for 2018. As detailed 
in the Expenditure Report 2017, published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form, there is an estimated carryover into 2018 of approximately €0.5 billion arising from cer-
tain increases in Departmental expenditure included in the Budget Estimates for 2017. 

I would point out that the spending review, scheduled to be carried out in advance of Budget 
2018, will among other issues, consider the policy options for meeting the additional cost aris-
ing in 2018 of the Budget 2017 expenditure measures.

28/02/2017WRB02900Motor Insurance Regulation

28/02/2017WRB0300065. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the implemen-
tation of the motor insurance compensation framework announced by his Department in July 
2016. [9992/17]

28/02/2017WRB03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Report of the Review of the Frame-
work for Motor Insurance Compensation in Ireland was published on 22 July.  As you are 
aware, this review was carried out jointly by the Department of Finance and the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and was approved by Government on 19 July.  Since the publica-
tion of the report, work has commenced on the implementation of its recommendations, includ-
ing amendments to the Insurance Acts.  The necessary consultations with various stakeholders, 
including industry are ongoing.  It is expected that a legislative proposal will be brought to 
Government for approval in the coming months.

Some of the key recommendations contained in the report are:

-  That coverage of the Insurance Compensation Fund will be extended to include third party 
motor insurance claims in the event of a liquidation of an insurer. The level of cover from the 
Insurance Compensation Fund for third party motor insurance claims will be increased from 
65% to 100% in line with that currently provided by the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland.

-  The increased coverage of the Insurance Compensation Fund will be funded by a direct 
contribution to the Insurance Compensation Fund from the motor insurance industry.  While 
the Review   indicated that this would come via the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland, to the 
value of 35% of the third party motor insurance claims, further discussions are ongoing with 
industry about options for alternative funding arrangements which would provide greater  pre-
dictability about their financial exposure.

Additionally, the recommendation that the provisions contained in section 78A of the Road 
Traffic Act 1961, requiring insurers to supply details to the Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport, be amended to provide greater clarity on what is meant by the term “details”, was 
implemented by section 30 of the Road Traffic Act 2016.  This Act has yet to be commenced.

This report when fully implemented will provide greater certainty in relation to the opera-
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tion of the insurance compensation framework and it should ensure speedier payments and a 
simplification of the claims procedure.

28/02/2017WRB03200Motor Insurance Regulation

28/02/2017WRB0330066. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance his plans to deal with 
discriminatory practices by motor insurance companies against particular categories of drivers 
in terms of the setting of premiums; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10036/17]

28/02/2017WRB0340071. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance his plans to deal with 
discriminatory practices by motor insurance companies against young persons, elderly persons, 
taxi drivers and those with older cars in terms of the setting of premiums; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10037/17]

28/02/2017WRB03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 66 and 
71 together.

It is important to note that neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland can direct insurers to 
provide cover to a particular category of drivers at a particular price as this is a matter of a com-
mercial nature and would be contrary to EU rules.  

In providing motor insurance, insurers adopt a risk based approach to determining premi-
ums. In simple terms, they look at an application and make a determination of what the likeli-
hood of a claim is and price accordingly.  Their previous claims history will heavily influence 
their decisions in this area.  Consequently, if a company has had a significant level of claims 
from a particular age group, then this will be reflected in how they price such a group of people 
in the future. 

Amongst the risk factors insurers look at are the age of the driver, the age of the car and 
how the car is used, as well as the location of risk, driving history, vehicle details (e.g. engine 
size), medical conditions, etc.  Using these factors, some people will be priced at higher levels 
because they are considered to represent higher risks.  I do not believe that this can be de-
scribed  as a discriminatory practice as it simply reflects the nature of how insurance operates.

In relation to taxi drivers, for instance, their time spent on the road makes them a much 
higher risk for an insurance company compared with a person who drives a short distance to 
work every day.  This higher risk is also likely to be reflected in an insurer’s claims experience, 
though obviously this will differ from company to company.

However, I do accept that it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise the 
market and deal with factors contributing to the cost of insurance. Consequently, I established 
the Cost of Insurance Working Group.  Its  Report was approved by Cabinet on January 10 
2017, and subsequently published. It contains 33 recommendations and 71 actions which are 
detailed in an action plan contained in the Report with agreed timelines for implementation.  
Work on implementing these recommendations is under way.

While there is no single simple solution to effect a reduction in the cost of insurance, when 
taken cumulatively, the implementation of these actions  can deliver fairer premiums for con-
sumers including young persons, older persons, taxi drivers and those driving older vehicles 
without unnecessary delay.

28/02/2017WRB03600Tax Yield
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28/02/2017WRB0370067. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance the amount currently earned in taxa-
tion on interest from crowdfunding loans to small and medium enterprises; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10039/17]

28/02/2017WRB03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that it is not 
possible to provide the information sought by the Deputy concerning the current yield to the 
Exchequer from the taxation of investment earnings from crowd-funding loans to small and 
medium enterprises.  Income Tax returns do not seek the information required to enable this 
data to be separately identified.

28/02/2017WRB03900Tax Treaties

28/02/2017WRB0400068. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his reasoning for his reported 
opposition to country to country reporting proposals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10027/17]

28/02/2017WRB04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In Finance Act 2015, Ireland introduced 
Country by Country reporting in line with the OECD Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 
Action 13 recommendation.  I also agreed a Directive with my fellow European Finance Minis-
ter’s last year which required all EU Member States to introduce similar rules.  The first reports 
will be filed with the Revenue Commissioners by the end of this year and these reports will be 
exchanged with other tax authorities around the world through EU and OECD mechanisms. 

A Commission proposal for an EU Directive on public country by country reporting which 
involves changes to the Accounting Directive is currently being debated by Member States.  It 
is therefore being dealt with by my colleague, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.   

Speaking at a recent Conference, I noted that the Commission proposal goes against the 
consensus reached in the OECD BEPS process that the real value of country by country reports 
is to enable tax authorities to see what is really happening and to carry out more informed audits 
and assessments.  I also noted, that it is important that a consistent global approach is taken on 
this issue.

28/02/2017WRB04200NAMA Operations

28/02/2017WRB0430069. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if he will reassess the role given 
to NAMA to address the current housing crisis; if consideration will be given to suspending 
the NAMA plan to build 20,000 houses by 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10012/17]

28/02/2017WRB04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA was established as an indepen-
dent commercial body to operate under the direction of its Board of Directors, in accordance 
with the NAMA Act.  Under Section 10 of the NAMA Act, NAMA is mandated to act in a 
commercial manner to obtain the best financial return for the State.   As such, NAMA’s deal-
ings with its debtors, as well as the management, funding and sale of assets are all commercial 
decisions taken with consideration of NAMA’s commercial obligations.

The Deputy will be aware that I, as Minister for Finance, have no role in respect of NAMA’s 
implementation of its strategy through such commercial decisions.  These are matters for the 
NAMA Board in accordance with its statutory independent commercial mandate.

In October 2015, the NAMA Board set an objective to facilitate the delivery of 20,000 
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residential units by YE2020, primarily in the Greater Dublin area, on a commercial and value 
maximising basis.  The Deputy’s question incorrectly suggests that NAMA was given this role.  
NAMA was not given this role.  This is a commercial initiative that the NAMA Board has un-
dertaken in an effort to maximise the recovery on NAMA’s loans.  So when the Deputy asks 
me to reassess the role given to NAMA, I have no role in reassessing their residential funding 
programme.

I also would like to clarify the terminology used in the Deputy’s question.  NAMA is not 
planning to build houses.  NAMA’s intention is to provide funding on commercial terms to its 
debtors and receivers to facilitate their delivery of residential units on sites securing NAMA’s 
loans.  NAMA only intends to extend funding to NAMA debtors and receivers on commercial 
arm’s-length terms where there is an expectation that such funding will enhance NAMA’s re-
covery on the loan.  NAMA requires that the projected return resulting from the provision of 
additional funding must be the value maximising strategy for the asset and this is fully in ac-
cordance with Section 10 of the NAMA Act.  NAMA’s actions also must be in line with market 
norms so as not to create any distortion in the market.  This means NAMA will facilitate the 
development of only those sites that are commercially viable and where site development will 
deliver a better recovery than the sale of the undeveloped site and all funding will be provided 
on market terms.  The development locations reflect key demand and commercial viability.  In 
line with its commercial mandate, NAMA will continuously review the programme to ensure 
funding is provided only where this is the value maximising option in line with its commercial 
mandate.

I am supportive of the NAMA Board’s decision to make this very substantial contribution, 
on a commercial basis, to the increased supply of new homes.  In fact, my Department’s Sec-
tion 227 review of NAMA published in July 2014 contained a recommendation that NAMA 
preserve the capacity to consider such a strategy as the commercial logic of such an initiative 
became clear.

Through this initiative, NAMA will continue to maximise its return to the Irish State and 
taxpayer, currently projected to be in the region of €2.3 bn when it completes its work, whilst 
also contributing to increased housing supply.

28/02/2017WRB04500Financial Services Ombudsman

28/02/2017WRB0460070. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to resource and equip the 
Financial Services Ombudsman to the extent that it has the capacity to provide a dedicated 
advice and assistance service to persons to help them articulate their complaint and is a service 
which person could also refer to in the course of the complaint for further guidance, in view of 
the fact that the absence of such a service puts many persons with complaints at a substantial 
disadvantage. [9880/17]

28/02/2017WRB04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The Financial Services Ombudsman 
(FSO) legislation provides for an independent, impartial investigation and resolution of dis-
putes between consumers and financial service providers.  The FSO was established to provide 
an alternative to the Courts for consumers who have unresolved disputes with a financial ser-
vice provider.  Subject only to an appeal to the High Court, a Finding of the FSO in respect of 
a complaint is legally binding on all parties.  

The Financial Services Ombudsman’s Bureau (FSOB) provides a dedicated information 
service, which handles both phone and e-mail enquiries.  This service provides assistance on 
how to access the FSOB’s services and to initiate a complaint.  The FSO website also acts as an 
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important point of information for service users.  

In order to simplify the complaints process and to make it easier for a consumer to articulate 
their complaint and to have their complaints resolved through informal means, the FSO adopted 
a new model of Dispute Resolution in February 2016.  This new model involves considerably 
more interaction with the parties.  The emphasis is on utilising mediation to resolve complaints.  
This is a faster and simpler method for resolving disputes and complaints.   I understand that 
the FSO dispute resolution team also provides information and assistance as required to ensure 
the consumer is well-informed and best-equipped to engage with the services being offered.  

If these early interventions do not resolve the complaint, parties have the option of having 
it independently investigated and adjudicated by the FSO and a legally binding finding issued.  
This, of necessity, is a more formal and lengthier process.  During this process, the Investigation 
Service usually writes to the Financial Service Provider (FSP) setting out a series of lengthy, 
detailed and probing questions which are based on the specific issues which the consumer has 
raised, but goes beyond this by also asking a series of questions about the FSP’s conduct in rela-
tion to the FSO legislation and to their obligations under consumer protection legislation.  This 
assists the articulation of the complaint on behalf of the consumer.

Because the FSO issues findings that are legally binding on the parties, it would be incom-
patible with fair procedures for the FSO to also provide dedicated advice and assistance to a 
party to a complaint.  However, I understand that the consumer can avail of guidance from the 
office in relation to the processes at any point in their interaction with the FSO.

  Question No. 71 answered with Question No. 66.

28/02/2017WRB04900NAMA Portfolio

28/02/2017WRB0500072. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if, in view of the public sup-
port for the Apollo House occupation, he will support making all remaining suitable NAMA 
lands available for social and affordable housing and allocating NAMA’s cash reserves towards 
the provision of social and affordable housing. [2177/17]

28/02/2017WRB05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The Deputy will be aware on January 
3, 2017 I received an open letter from the Home Sweet Home Group asking the same question 
the Deputy has posed here.  That letter is available at the following location: http://tinyurl.com/
h7zdsvl.  

On 25 January 2017, I responded to the Home Sweet Home Group letter to inform them 
why their proposals were, for a number of reasons, not possible. As the Deputy has proposed 
a very similar suggestion in her question, I provide a link to the Department of Finance web-
site containing my full response: www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/
letter-minister-home-sweet-home-.

28/02/2017WRB05200NAMA Board

28/02/2017WRB0530073. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance his plans to fill the one remaining 
position on the NAMA board under section 19 of the NAMA Act 2009, with due consideration 
for the expertise and experience listed in section 19; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10011/17]

28/02/2017WRB05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under Section 19 the NAMA Act 2009, 
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the NAMA Board is to consist of nine members - the NAMA Chairman, the CEO of NAMA 
(ex-officio), the CEO of the NTMA (ex-officio), and six ordinary members.  There are currently 
seven members on the NAMA Board and there are, in fact, two vacancies for ordinary mem-
bers. NAMA has had at least one vacancy on the board since October 2011.  The current two 
vacant seats have arisen as a result of departures from the board in December 2013 and January 
2014. 

 When I appeared before the Public Accounts Committee on 6 October 2016, I stated that 
the current make up of the Board is sufficient as long as there is the appropriate range of 
competencies across the Board.  I also stated that it can be difficult to secure the appropriate 
candidates and I would not fill a vacancy with a makeweight appointment.  That remains my 
position today.  The Deputy will be aware that I meet with the Chairman of NAMA on a regular 
basis to discuss any relevant matters.  In addition, my officials have monthly meetings with 
NAMA where Board vacancies are discussed as appropriate.

A key consideration for any appointment process is ensuring the most opportune time to 
attract the most qualified candidates.  In this regard, the Deputy will be very much aware that, 
over the past 2 years, there has been significant interest in the 2014 sale of NAMA’s Northern 
Ireland loan book.  The NAMA Board’s independent commercial decision to sanction the sale 
of the portfolio has been publically debated in both parliamentary and media circles.  With 
this in mind, I am advised that it would be challenging to attract suitable candidates to the 
posts whilst such public discourse continues.  However, I, and my officials, will continue to 
monitor the situation. 

28/02/2017WRD00200State Banking Sector

28/02/2017WRD0030074. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance the impact of the decline in value of 
the State’s shares in a bank (details supplied) in 2016 ahead of the proposed sale of the State’s 
shares in the bank. [10038/17]

28/02/2017WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The ISIF issued their Q4 Quarterly Up-
date on Friday 17th February.  Included as part of that update was a provisional valuation of 
the State’s investment in AIB at the end of 2016 which stood at €11.3bn, down from €12.25bn 
at year end 2015.  This represents an estimated decline in value of just under 10% during the 
year and can be compared against a fall of around 8% across the wider European banking sector 
over the same period.

This desk top valuation was conducted on behalf of the ISIF and was based on the estimated 
financial position of the bank at year end 2016 and publicly available information.  AIB will 
report their annual results on Thursday 2nd March.

It is important to note that this is an “outside in” valuation produced for accounting purposes 
and was not informed by management’s views of the prospects and risks for the business.  This 
additional information would be disclosed in a published prospectus ahead of any proposed 
sale.  Furthermore I would also highlight that in an IPO when one is selling a large volume of 
shares, the market usually applies what is known as an “IPO discount” and this is typically in 
the order of 5%-10% and occasionally more.  Hence the price one gets on the day of flotation 
tends to be lower than what investors believe is the fundamental value of the business given the 
volume of shares being placed in one transaction and reflecting the fact that the State will also 
retain a significant stake in the bank which will be sold down over time.  Taking these factors 
into consideration I do not believe that this valuation will have any material impact on our plans 
in relation to AIB this year.



28 February 2017

133

As I have previously stated, any decision by the Government to proceed with a sale of our 
shares in AIB will be underpinned by the need to be satisfied that the market is prepared to put a 
fair and reasonable value on AIB, bearing in mind its current performance, its future prospects 
and the outlook for the economy.  Officials in my Department continue to monitor market con-
ditions and the performance of banking equities on an ongoing basis.  While I cannot predict 
what market conditions will be like for bank shares over the coming year, it is our intention to 
be ready to execute a transaction if conditions allow.

28/02/2017WRD00500Construction Industry

28/02/2017WRD0060075. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of lending carried 
out by a company (details supplied) to date to the construction sector; his views on whether the 
State can do more to ensure the construction sector has access to finance to build the required 
homes and office accommodation here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9990/17]

28/02/2017WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 
(ISIF) has invested in a number of significant financing platforms and projects in the construc-
tion sector.

One such platform is Activate Capital which has provided funding for approximately 1,917 
new residential units in the Dublin area and has potential to support up to 11,000 new units.  
Other platforms in which ISIF is a co-investor include the Ardstone Residential Partnership and 
the Wilbur Ross Cardinal Commercial Real Estate Mezzanine Debt Fund.

ISIF is also examining the feasibility of establishing, in conjunction with the private sector, 
a Housing Investment Fund which would fund the delivery of substantial new mixed-tenure 
residential developments, comprising social and private housing, in a way that is both off-
balance sheet and commercially viable.  Engagement with a wide array of key stakeholders is 
currently ongoing.

ISIF is also involved in other housing-related measures, including:

-  On-campus accommodation programmes of Higher Education Institution with ISIF hav-
ing provided a €54m long term debt facility to DCU.

-  Potential provision of equity finance to operators in the build-to-rent sector.

-  Financing infrastructure which enables residential development, by working with other 
funding sources including the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF), Local 
Authority resources and commercial investment.  Two pilot projects currently being considered 
would facilitate 6,000 housing units.

More broadly, my Department is engaging with NAMA around the levels and pricing of 
debt and equity investment to ensure financing is being provided on competitive terms.

The availability of development finance alone is not sufficient to encourage development 
unless projects are commercially viable.  As part of Rebuilding Ireland the Government has 
set out a comprehensive package of measures to address structural constraints which may be 
inhibiting the viability of residential development.

One such measure is the LIHAF, administered by the Department of Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local Government, the purpose of which is to provide up to €200m for local 
authorities who collaborate with housing providers to provide off-site infrastructure to facilitate 
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housing developments which would otherwise not take place.  Allocations under this funding 
structure are expected to be announced by end-March 2017.

28/02/2017WRD00800Credit Servicing Firms

28/02/2017WRD0090076. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason no credit retail firms 
have yet been authorised by the Central Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10014/17]

28/02/2017WRD01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand that the Deputy intend-
ed referring to credit servicing firms.

There are 14 firms on the Register of Credit Servicing Firms which is available on the Cen-
tral Bank’s website at http://registers.centralbank.ie/DownloadsPage.aspx.  These firms are cur-
rently availing of the transitional arrangements in place under Section 34F of the Central Bank 
Act 1997 (as amended).  The full suite of financial services legislation, including the various 
statutory Codes issued by the Central Bank, and Central Bank oversight thereof, apply to each 
of these transitional firms and they must comply with these requirements.

Following the enactment of the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) 
Act 2015, the Central Bank developed detailed Authorisation Requirements and Standards for 
credit servicing firms which set appropriately high requirements on applicant firms underpinned 
with a rigorous application process.

I understand that the Central Bank is currently putting applicant firms through this applica-
tion process, to ensure that only firms that demonstrate compliance with these Standards are au-
thorised by the Central Bank.  However, the Central Bank does not comment on the individual 
applications of specific firms, in this case, the firms listed on the register as transitional credit 
servicing firms.

28/02/2017WRD01100NAMA Property Sales

28/02/2017WRD0120077. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance his views on the concentra-
tion in ownership of residential development land by vulture funds as a result of land sales by 
NAMA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2180/17]

28/02/2017WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I, as Minister for Finance, do not have a 
role in tracking the breakdown of ownership of residential development land - either generally 
or in relation to land sales by NAMA debtors or receivers.  Therefore, it is not possible for me to 
comment on specific ownership concentrations or lack thereof.

I would suggest the Deputy consults the Property Registration Authority website (www.
landdirect.ie) which records of the names and addresses of every Registered Owner.  The index 
is kept in respect of each county and shows the folio number(s) corresponding to the name.

In addition, information regarding the availability of residential zoned land is available on 
the Department of Housing and local authority websites and is based on a national survey of 
all lands zoned for residential or primarily residential development in statutory local authority 
development plans and local area plans across Ireland to determine the location and quantity of 
lands that may be regarded as being undeveloped and available for primarily residential devel-
opment purposes.  See www.housing.gov.ie/planning/residential-land-availability/residential-
land-availability-survey.
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The Housing Supply Taskforce for Dublin has recently collated data on the aggregated plan-
ning permissions and planning applications across the four Dublin local authorities which they 
have mapped and available to view on the department of Housing website at www.housing.
gov.ie/housing/construction-2020-strategy/dublin-housing-supply-task-force/housing-supply-
coordination-task.

More generally, I would point out that Ireland would not be recovering the way it is if the 
Irish banks, NAMA and IBRC had not progressed their sales strategies in the manner they 
have done.  It has only been through the sale of these assets and the accompanying investment 
that these assets have recovered being developed and are contributing to our broader recovery.  
When we think of unfinished housing estates, dilapidated hotels or the unfinished skeletons of 
commercial offices and apartments, it has only been through the investment in these assets by 
the buyers of the assets and related loans that they have been brought to completion.  It is as 
important today as it ever was that we remain open to investment capital for the development 
of our economy across the risk spectrum of investment opportunities.

28/02/2017WRD01400NAMA Loans Sale

28/02/2017WRD0150078. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will reaffirm his com-
mitment given to the Committee of Public Accounts on 6 October 2016 (details supplied) to 
establish a statutory commission of investigation into NAMA’s sale of Project Eagle, in view of 
the fact that the committee’s report into the sale of Project Eagle is due to be published within 
the next few weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10030/17]

28/02/2017WRD01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My position is unchanged regarding the 
establishment of a Commission of Investigation into Project Eagle.

If the Deputy is unsure of the Government position, I believe I clarified the stance on public 
record in the Dáil during Statements on the Establishment of a Commission of Investigation 
into NAMA on 1st February 2017.

During those Statements, I reiterated that we have confirmed that there is currently an agree-
ment, in principle, to establish a Commission of Investigation.  However, it is important that we 
receive the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on Project Eagle and consider any further 
information this Report may bring to light, the findings it presents and the evidence substantiat-
ing such findings, before the issue is finalised.

This Government and many Deputies, including the PAC Chairman, are aligned in the un-
derstanding that the imminent PAC report will be invaluable in assessing our next steps.  We 
should consider and debate the contents and findings carefully before establishing the terms of 
reference for any such Commission of Investigation.  There may well be questions currently 
being suggested for a Commission of Investigation which will be adequately covered off by the 
PAC report.  There may also be findings supported by evidence which warrant further investi-
gation.

It is sensible that the Oireacthas will fully study and debate the PAC report when it arrives.  
The agreement in principle to establish a Commission of Investigation remains.  However, we 
should not establish Commissions of Investigation lightly and must ensure that any Commis-
sion of Investigation has specific terms of reference supported by evidence to justify its estab-
lishment.  Commissions are expensive and time-consuming but serve an important purpose 
when other avenues of justice are not appropriate and when they are properly established on the 
basis of evidence to support their terms of reference.
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28/02/2017WRD01700Mortgage Arrears Proposals

28/02/2017WRD0180079. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the action the Government has 
taken to assist the almost 80,000 families in arrears on their family homes; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10015/17]

28/02/2017WRD01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the latest 
Central Bank bulletin on mortgage arrears, published on 12th December, indicated that there 
were 56,350 mortgages in arrears for more than ninety days.  This represents 7.6 per cent of all 
residential mortgage loan accounts.  The Deputy will also know from the latest Central Bank 
bulletin that of the total stock of 79,562 PDH accounts that were in arrears at end September, 
2016, 26,531 (33 per cent) were classified as restructured at that time.  There were 121,140 
mortgage accounts classified as restructured at end September 2016, of which 88 per cent were 
deemed to be meeting the terms of their current restructure arrangement.  It is, therefore, rea-
sonable to take the view that a significant percentage of borrowers in mortgage arrears are 
engaging with their lender, making their agreed mortgage payments and will in time exit from 
mortgage arrears.

The Deputy will also be aware that the Programme for a Partnership Government and the 
Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness sets out the Government’s priorities in relation to 
dealing with mortgage arrears.  I wrote to the Governor of the Central Bank to request that an 
assessment be undertaken of the range of available sustainable restructure solutions offered by 
banks and non-bank entities.  The Central Bank completed its assessment last year and their re-
port is published on the Department of Finance website.  The assessment finds a comprehensive 
range of available restructuring solutions being offered and delivered by both bank and non-
bank entities and notes considerable progress in addressing mortgage arrears since the peak.

The Deputy may also be aware of other initiatives being rolled out across Government, such 
as the Abhaile mortgage arrears resolution service, and amendments to the mortgage-to-rent 
(MTR) scheme which will make the MTR process quicker, more transparent, easier to navigate 
for borrowers and ultimately more accessible to more households in mortgage distress.  The 
Department of Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government is also exploring poten-
tial mechanisms that would facilitate investment into the residential market by private equity 
firms using the MTR model so that greater numbers of indebted borrowers may remain in their 
own homes as tenants.

28/02/2017WRD02000EU Meetings

28/02/2017WRD0210080. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the contact he has had with the 
European Commissioner for Competition, Ms Margrethe Vestager. [1817/17]

28/02/2017WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer to your previous parliamentary 
question on this matter (39938/16 - question no. 311 of 17th January 2017).

A meeting between myself and Commissioner Vestager was held in July 2016, and there was 
also a discussion that involved the Commissioner at the informal Ecofin meeting in Bratislava 
in September 2016.

I had a meeting with Commissioner Vestager at the end of January 2017 when she was in 
Dublin to attend the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform 
and Taoiseach.
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  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 45.

28/02/2017WRD02600Cabinet Committee Meetings

28/02/2017WRD0265082. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on social 
policy and public service reform last met. [10035/17]

28/02/2017WRD02675Taoiseach (Deputy Enda Kenny): The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and Public 
Service Reform last met on 6th February 2017.

28/02/2017WRD02700Departmental Expenditure

28/02/2017WRD0275083. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the cost per year for the past three 
years of the retrieval and return of hard copy files stored at off site locations. [9102/17]

28/02/2017WRD02775Taoiseach (Deputy Enda Kenny): There has been no expenditure by my Department on 
the retrieval and return of hard copy files stored at off site locations in the last three years.

28/02/2017WRD02800Departmental Expenditure

28/02/2017WRD0285084. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the cost per year for the past three 
years of the storage of data and-or files on cloud storage or third party servers. [9103/17]

28/02/2017WRD02875Taoiseach (Deputy Enda Kenny): No costs were incurred by my Department during the 
last three years in respect of such storage, as no Department data or files are stored on cloud 
storage or third party servers. 

28/02/2017WRD02900Regulatory Impact Assessment Data

28/02/2017WRD0295085. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach if all regulatory impact assessments for his 
legislative proposals are published on his Department’s websites; and the web address for each 
such site. [9413/17]

28/02/2017WRD02975Taoiseach (Deputy Enda Kenny): My Department has carried out two regulatory impact 
analyses, on the Statute Law Revision Act 2007 and the Statute Law Revision Bill 2009.  Both 
are available on my Department’s wesbite - www.taoiseach.gov.ie.

28/02/2017WRD03000Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRD0305086. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the legal fees incurred on freedom 
of information, FOI, requests received by his Department; and the staff hours involved in the 
processing of FOI requests for the past three years. [9685/17]

28/02/2017WRD03075Taoiseach (Deputy Enda Kenny): My Department did not incur any legal fees processing 
Freedom of Information (FOI) requests in the past three years.  When my Department requires 
legal advice in relation to FOI issues it is obtained from the Office of the Attorney General.  

The number of staff hours spent on processing FOI requests in my Department is not re-
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corded centrally.  It spans a wide cohort of staff involved in the coordination of requests, staff 
across all multiple divisions routinely searching and retrieving records and individual decision 
makers and support staff.  Recording time spent on processing requests is strictly required 
where charges may apply when time spent on search and retrieval exceeds five hours.  No such 
charges arose in 2017. 

It is worth noting that since the introduction of the Freedom of Information Act 2014, the 
number of requests has increased over the past three years trebling from 92 in 2013 to 275 in 
2016. 

28/02/2017WRD03100Small and Medium Enterprises Data

28/02/2017WRD0320087. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the number of Irish small and medium-sized 
enterprises, SMEs, active in manufacturing, in tabular from; and the equivalent figure for the 
EU. [9435/17]

28/02/2017WRD03300Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are defined as having less than 250 persons employed.  In 
2014, the latest year for which data is available, Ireland had 14,484 SMEs in manufacturing.  
The EU-28 total was 2,097,000 SMEs in manufacturing.  Irish figures for 2015 will be available 
in June 2017.

The following table gives a breakdown of SMEs in manufacturing in each EU Member 
State, together with figures for micro-enterprises (less than 10 persons employed), small en-
terprises (10 to 49 persons employed), medium enterprises (50 to 249 persons employed), and 
large enterprises.

Number of Manufacturing Enterprises by Size Class and Member State, 2014

Size of enterprise (persons employed)
Micro 
(&lt;10)

Small (10-
49)

Medium (50-
249)

SMEs(&lt;249) Large (250 or 
more)

All Manu-
facturing 
Enterprises

EU - 28 1,750,000 276,000 71,000 2,097,000 16,000 2,113,000
Belgium 29,944 4,323 1,169 35,436 311 35,747
Bulgaria 22,785 5,553 1,747 30,085 289 30,374
Czech Re-
public

157,909 8,293 3,045 169,247 794 170,041

Denmark 10,686 3,174 955 14,815 192 15,007
Germany 138,436 53,430 16,484 208,350 4,252 212,602
Estonia 4,984 1,137 429 6,550 63 6,613
Ireland 12,503 1,487 494 14,484 144 14,628
Greece 55,447 2,068 581 58,096 115 58,211
Spain 140,164 21,573 4,124 165,861 728 166,589
France 205,876 22,315 5,545 233,736 1,357 235,093
Croatia 16,784 2,526 633 19,943 144 20,087
Italy 328,486 58,390 8,349 395,225 1,197 396,422
Cyprus 4,570 .. .. 5,070 .. ..
Latvia 7,859 1,411 476 9,746 59 9,805
Lithuania 15,006 2,138 699 17,843 132 17,975
Luxembourg .. .. .. .. .. ..
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Size of enterprise (persons employed)
Micro 
(&lt;10)

Small (10-
49)

Medium (50-
249)

SMEs(&lt;249) Large (250 or 
more)

All Manu-
facturing 
Enterprises

Hungary 40,097 5,491 1,623 47,211 403 47,614
Malta .. .. .. .. .. ..
Netherlands 53,105 6,039 1,924 61,068 326 61,394
Austria 18,576 5,024 1,456 25,056 468 25,524
Poland 157,056 15,907 6,131 179,094 1,545 180,639
Portugal 54,420 9,470 2,061 65,951 250 66,201
Romania 34,577 9,612 3,118 47,307 784 48,091
Slovenia 16,452 1,525 477 18,454 107 18,561
Slovakia 60,348 3,388 964 64,700 275 64,975
Finland 17,035 2,986 822 20,843 199 21,042
Sweden 47,482 4,824 1,284 53,590 306 53,896
United King-
dom

95,804 22,566 6,220 124,590 1,377 125,967

.. Indicates that the data has been suppressed for confidentiality reasons.

28/02/2017WRC00200Departmental Staff Data

28/02/2017WRC0025088. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach the number of employees in his 
Department and under its aegis who are suspended from work without prejudice and on full pay 
pending an investigation. [9726/17]

28/02/2017WRC00275Taoiseach (Deputy Enda Kenny): No employees in my Department and the National 
Economic and Social Development Office [NESDO] have been suspended from work without 
prejudice and on full pay pending an investigation.

28/02/2017WRC00300Imports and Exports Data

28/02/2017WRC0040089. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach if particular trends have emerged in re-
spect of exports in the preliminary data available for 2016; the details of the trends in respect of 
exports to and imports from Britain; and if there are particular indicators in respect of exports 
from the different regions of the country. [9771/17]

28/02/2017WRC00500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
data requested is set out for the Deputy in the following tables.  All data relate to merchandise 
trade in goods.

The CSO does not produce regional export data, and it is not possible to answer this part of 
the deputy’s question.

Total goods exports increased in 2016 by €4,508 million (+4%) to €116,916 million.  Ex-
ports of chemicals and related products continued to be the largest category of goods exports, 
accounting for €64,224 million in 2016, which equates to 57% of total exports.

Exports of machinery and transport equipment also increased in 2016, by €2,199 million 
(+13%) to €19,008 million.
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Exports to the United Kingdom fell by €599 million (-4%) in 2016 compared with 2015.  
Exports of food and live animals fell by €300 million (-7%) to €4,209 million.  Exports of food 
and live animals account for 28% of total exports to the United Kingdom, which is greater 
than any other category of exports.  Exports of machinery and equipment fell by €385 million 
(-14%) to €2,328 million.  Exports of chemicals and related products increased by €95 million 
(+2%).  See Table A.

Imports from the United Kingdom also decreased in 2016; by €1,398 million (-8%) to 
€16,596 million.  Imports of mineral fuels, lubricants and related materials decreased by €1,117 
million (-35%), to €2,057 million.  There were also decreases in the imports of food and live 
animals and miscellaneous manufactured articles.  See Table B.

Table A: Exports of merchandise goods to the United Kingdom 2015/2016.

Commodity 2015(€000’s) 2016(€000’s) % Change
Food and live ani-
mals

4,508,991 4,209,434 -7%

Beverages and to-
bacco

333,354 308,105 -8%

Crude materials, in-
edible, except fuels

468,114 455,484 -3%

Mineral fuels, lu-
bricants and related 
materials

445,408 473,171 6%

Animal and veg-
etable oils, fats and 
waxes

17,723 17,850 1%

Chemicals and re-
lated products

4,094,012 4,189,261 2%

Manufactured goods 
classified chiefly by 
material

1,148,363 1,164,819 1%

Machinery and trans-
port equipment

2,712,464 2,327,793 -14%

Miscellaneous manu-
factured articles

1,321,023 1,312,416 -1%

Commodities and 
transactions not clas-
sified elsewhere

504,819 497,016 -2%

Total Exports 15,554,272 14,955,350 -4%
  

Table B: Imports of merchandise goods from the United Kingdom 2015/2016.

Commodity 2015(€000’s) 2016(€000’s) % Change
Food and live ani-
mals

3,326,381 3,209,411 -4%

Beverages and to-
bacco

337,571 356,221 6%
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Commodity 2015(€000’s) 2016(€000’s) % Change
Crude materials, in-
edible, except fuels

222,811 200,000 -10%

Mineral fuels, lu-
bricants and related 
materials

3,173,995 2,056,804 -35%

Animal and veg-
etable oils, fats and 
waxes

62,837 64,908 3%

Chemicals and re-
lated products

2,455,767 2,438,212 -1%

Manufactured goods 
classified chiefly by 
material

1,924,379 1,856,996 -4%

Machinery and trans-
port equipment

3,053,695 3,081,047 1%

Miscellaneous manu-
factured articles

2,519,546 2,300,647 -9%

Commodities and 
transactions not clas-
sified elsewhere

917,366 1,031,469 12%

Total Imports 17,994,348 16,595,714 -8%

28/02/2017WRC00600Departmental Staff Remuneration

28/02/2017WRC0065090. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the cost of implementing a living wage of 
€11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed in, or in agencies funded by, his Depart-
ment. [10107/17]

28/02/2017WRC00675Taoiseach (Deputy Enda Kenny): Levels of remuneration for employees of my Depart-
ment and the National Economic and Social Development Office [NESDO] are based on pay 
scales set centrally by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

28/02/2017WRC00700Passport Applications

28/02/2017WRC0080091. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if a per-
son (details supplied) born here of Nigerian parents can apply for an Irish passport. [9547/17]

28/02/2017WRC00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The issu-
ing of Irish passports is a matter for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and is based 
on the person being an Irish citizen.  In this regard, I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation 
and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of an application for 
a certificate of naturalisation under the details as provided by the Deputy.  A determination on 
whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisation can only be made 
after an application is received.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956, as amended.  Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation is 
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available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  The website also contains an on-line natu-
ralisation residency calculator which individuals may find of assistance in establishing if the 
residency requirements are met.

Following a Referendum of the Irish people, the 27th amendment to the Constitution 
changed the situation in relation to entitlement to Irish Citizenship.  As a result, Section 6 of the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 was amended by the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act, 2004.  The changes came into effect on 1st January 2005.  As of that date a person born 
in the island of Ireland is not entitled to be an Irish citizen, unless that person’s parents have 
been lawfully resident in the island of Ireland for a total of three years during the four years pre-
ceding that person’s birth.  Periods of unlawful residence, periods of residence which were for 
the sole purpose of having an application for refugee status determined or periods of residence 
where permission was granted for the purposes of study are excluded from the determination of 
periods of reckonable residence.

Where a child born in the State did not at birth have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, the 
parent or guardian or person who is in loco parentis to the child may lodge an application for 
naturalisation on behalf of the child if and when the conditions for naturalisation are satisfied, 
including a requirement to have a total of 5 years’ reckonable residence in the State.  This en-
sures that, even where a child born in the State did not have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, 
there is a path to obtaining Irish citizenship through naturalisation.

28/02/2017WRC01000Refugee Resettlement Programme

28/02/2017WRC0110092. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her plans 
to terminate the Irish refugee protection programme once the September 2015 commitment to 
take 4,000 persons has been met. [9576/17]

28/02/2017WRC01200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Irish 
Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established by Government Decision on 10 Sep-
tember 2015 as a direct response to the migration crisis that had developed on the southern 
shores of the European Union.  Under this Decision a programme office was established in my 
Department to oversee the operational aspects of the programme, which aims to bring in 4,000 
vulnerable asylum seekers and refugees to Ireland under two different mechanisms, refugee re-
settlement - operated by the Office for Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI) - and asylum 
seeker relocation from within the EU.

We will be 100% ahead of target numbers on the Resettlement Programme by next Septem-
ber, due to our commitment to accept an additional 520 programme refugees from Lebanon this 
year.  While there have been challenges at EU level to maximise the functioning of the Reloca-
tion aspect of the programme, following my visit to Greece last December, I am satisfied that 
the numbers coming in under relocation will scale up to agreed levels this year.  My emphasis 
currently is to increase the number of people arriving in Ireland under the mechanisms currently 
in place.  I am satisfied that we are making that progress now to ensure many more people can 
come to Ireland under our resettlement and relocation programmes.  Our attention is focused on 
meeting these targets and the needs of those accepted under the programmes on arrival.  Signifi-
cant resources are currently being invested in these humanitarian efforts through the various of-
fices in my Department and in other Departments and agencies.  As a result we have established 
functioning mechanisms and associated expertise to deal with resettlement and relocation.

It is essential that we continue our efforts to complete the IRPP successfully before we look 
to apply the learning from this Programme to deliberations with regards to any future refugee 
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intake.  Decisions taken at EU level with regard to the ongoing migration crisis will of course 
impact on any such deliberations.

28/02/2017WRC01300Garda Operations

28/02/2017WRC0140093. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her views on the way mandatory intoxication testing, MIT, checkpoints will be administered 
and monitored in view of the current review of mandatory alcohol testing, MAT, checkpoints; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9604/17]

28/02/2017WRC0150098. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of mandatory alcohol testing checkpoint tests carried out monthly in 2016; the num-
ber of disposable mouthpieces ordered by An Garda Síochána to the Medical Bureau of Road 
Safety in 2016, indicating monthly order figures if possible; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9600/17]

28/02/2017WRC0160099. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of mandatory alcohol testing checkpoint tests carried out in each of the years 2009 
to 2015, by county; the number of disposable mouthpieces ordered by An Garda Síochána to 
the Medical Bureau of Road Safety in each of the years from 2009 to 2015, by county; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [9601/17]

28/02/2017WRC01700100. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the extent of the audit of MATs; the year the audit will begin; the expected timeframe of the 
audit; the districts that will be audited; the person or body completing the audit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9602/17]

28/02/2017WRC01800101. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she will report on the statistics on the garda.ie website (details supplied); her views on 
these figures, which are being audited; the actions she is taking to address these reductions; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9605/17]

28/02/2017WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 93 and 98 to 101, inclusive, together.

I am informed by An Garda Síochána that a National Audit commenced in June 2016 into 
all the data recorded on the Garda PULSE system relating to the number of roadside breath tests 
conducted at Mandatory Alcohol Testing Checkpoints (MAT Checkpoints).  This Audit covered 
the period 1 January 2009 to 30 June 2016 and includes the statistics currently available on the 
Garda website (www.garda.ie) and it is anticipated that this National Audit will conclude in the 
second quarter of 2017.

The Garda authorities have also assured me that no issues stem from this audit with regard 
to the performance of MAT checkpoints or prosecutions emanating therefrom.

The Road Traffic Act 2016 (the 2016 Act) was enacted on 27 December 2016 but has not 
yet been commenced.  The Deputy will be aware that road traffic legislation is the responsibil-
ity of my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Mr Shane Ross, T.D.  I am, 
however, informed that the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport is working with key 
stakeholders to introduce the new roadside tests for drugs, which will be known as preliminary 
drug tests.  It is intended that the provisions will be commenced at the Easter Bank Holiday 
weekend.  This will allow time for all stakeholders to prepare for introduction, and will provide 
a valuable opportunity to highlight the dangers of drug driving over the Bank Holiday weekend.
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I look forward to the introduction of the preliminary drug tests and am confident that these 
new road traffic enforcement measures will impact positively on road safety.

The Deputy will be aware that I have no direct role in the enforcement of Road Traffic legis-
lation, including the conduct of MAT checkpoints, which is an operational matter for the Garda 
Commissioner.  I am informed that road traffic legislation is enforced as part of the day to day 
duties of members of An Garda Síochána as well as through a programme of high visibility road 
safety and enforcement operations, carried out in partnership with other state agencies.  Garda 
operations specifically target road use behaviour known to contribute significantly to collisions, 
including driving while intoxicated, as well as speeding and use of a mobile phone.

By working together with the Road Safety Authority and other agencies, An Garda Síochána 
will continue to confront dangerous road-user behaviour through public presence, legislative 
enforcement, education and partnership.  Both targeted operations and general methods of en-
forcement have a valuable role to play in An Garda Síochána’s enforcement programme, which 
targets locations with a view to preventing the commission of offences, detecting errant motor-
ists, changing their behaviour and ultimately reducing death and injuries on our roads.

In January, An Garda Síochána indicated that there will be an additional 10% increase in the 
traffic corps during the course of 2017, which should also lead to better outcomes in relation to 
road traffic enforcement.  An Garda Síochána also indicated that it was intended to have a stron-
ger focus on road traffic enforcement in the training provided to new recruits at Templemore.

28/02/2017WRC02000Charities Regulation

28/02/2017WRC0210094. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the extent to which charity status applies to community-based resident associations; if this ap-
plies in the case of an association (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9650/17]

28/02/2017WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can in-
form the Deputy that the association referred to is a registered Irish Charity, which was deemed 
registered on 16 October 2014 because it held a charitable tax exemption on this date, in ac-
cordance with Section 40 of the Charities Act 2009.  A “deemed” charity remains registered 
with the Charities Regulatory Authority (‘Charities Regulator’) for so long as this tax exemp-
tion with the Revenue Commissioners is valid.  The Regulator may remove a charity from its 
register if the Charity fails to carry out certain requirements of the Charities Act or by applying 
to the High Court.

The Charities Act 2009 requires all charities to register with the Charities Regulator.  To be 
a charity you must operate in the State, have a charitable purpose only and provide public ben-
efit.  Section 3 of the 2009 Act provides that charitable purposes are: the prevention or relief of 
poverty or economic hardship; the advancement of education; the advancement of religion; and 
any other purpose that is of benefit to the community.  A charitable purpose must be of public 
benefit, which means that it must be beneficial in an identifiable way to the general public or a 
section of the public.

I am advised by the Charities Regulator that, on initial view, residents’ associations may not 
fit these criteria as the beneficiaries may be limited to the residents of a particular area.  How-
ever, any application from a residents’ association will be considered on its own merit and the 
Regulator will form a view on each application in its own right.  It should be noted that any 
decision to register an individual organisation on the statutory Register of Charities is a matter 
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for the Charities Regulator, which under Section 14(3) of the 2009 Act is independent in the 
performance of its functions.

28/02/2017WRC02300Tribunals of Inquiry Reports

28/02/2017WRC0240095. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she will provide a full report on the actions and investigations being taken on foot of the 
reports of the Moriarty tribunal; the status of these investigations; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10267/17]

28/02/2017WRC02500160. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she will report on the current situation of the investigations by An Garda Síochána and the 
Director of Public Prosecutions into the findings of the Flood and Mahon tribunals; the stage 
these investigations are at; when she expects a decision to be reached; if she has set a deadline 
for that decision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10268/17]

28/02/2017WRC02600161. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she will report on the current situation of investigations by An Garda Síochána and the 
Director of Public Prosecutions into the findings of the Moriarty tribunal; the stage these in-
vestigations are at; when she expects a decision to be reached; if she has set a deadline for that 
decision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10269/17]

28/02/2017WRC02700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 95, 160 and 161 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the respective reports of the Moriarty Tribunal and the Ma-
hon Tribunal made a number of recommendations which related to the responsibilities of differ-
ent Government Departments.  The Deputy will also be aware that any criminal investigations 
into the matters referred to are properly dealt with by An Garda Síochána in the first instance 
and I, as Minister, have no role in relation to the conduct of such investigations.  Similarly, the 
decision on whether or not to prosecute in a particular case rests solely with the Director of 
Public Prosecutions.  In this context, it is not open to me intervene or attempt to set deadlines 
in relation to these matters.

However, I have been informed by the Garda authorities that investigations relating to the 
findings of the Flood and Mahon Tribunals, as well as the investigation of certain matters aris-
ing from the report of the Moriarty Tribunal, are ongoing.  I am also advised that relevant liai-
son is maintained with the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

While I appreciate that there is considerable public interest in these investigations, the Dep-
uty will appreciate that the overriding concern for An Garda Síochána is to ensure that these 
investigations are carried out as comprehensively and effectively as possible.

28/02/2017WRC02800Garda Civilian Staff Data

28/02/2017WRC0290096. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of civilian personnel currently employed by the Garda; the number it is proposed to 
recruit; the units to which they are or will be deployed, in tabular form; if statutory instrument 
109/1990 will need to be amended to allow the deployment to other units of personnel currently 
employed in specialist units that will be freed up as a consequence of the employment of civil-
ian personnel; if the statutory instrument is to be amended, when this will be done; the issues 
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that will be considered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9565/17]

28/02/2017WRC03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and Units and I, as Minister, 
have no direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that the allocation of 
Gardaí is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including 
crime trends, demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to 
ensure optimal use is made of Garda human resources.

The Government has an agreed overall vision for the Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel 
by 2021 to include 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Garda Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  
This very substantial investment in personnel is driven by our commitment to ensuring that all 
citizens have the reassurance of a visible, responsive and effective policing service.

At present there are approximately 2,000 civilians in the organisation carrying out senior 
management, administrative and technical roles.  4,000 civilians will effectively double this fig-
ure and represents a medium term target of 20% civilians over the next 5 years.  This will bring 
An Garda Síochána, currently with 14% civilians, more into line with international norms and 
ensure that trained police men and women are available for and utilised in operational areas.

To support the implementation of this vision, Budget 2017 has provided funding for 800 
Garda trainees, 300 Reserves and up to 500 civilians.  The recruitment and appointment of 
these additional civilians will facilitate the Commissioner in addressing capacity and critical 
skills gaps across the organisation including in corporate supports, change management, hu-
man resources and financial management at the national, regional and Divisional levels, and 
also to begin the phased redeployment of Gardaí to front-line policing roles.  These additional 
resources will make an important contribution to the delivery of the ambitious reform agenda 
set out in the Commissioner’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 and will 
facilitate deeper civilianisation in the coming years.

The Garda Commissioner has agreed that the 20% target will be achieved through a twin-
track approach: firstly, the identification of Gardaí filling roles that could be done by suitably 
qualified civilians of whom the Garda Inspectorate has indicated there may be in the region of 
1,500, and secondly, the application of a “civilian by default” policy.  Under this policy all new 
posts, other than operational policing posts, and non-operational policing posts that become 
vacant, will be filled by civilian staff with the appropriate skills and expertise.  Having regard 
to the Policing Authority’s statutory functions in relation to approving the number and grades 
of civilian staff in An Garda Síochána, and making senior appointments, I have requested the 
Commissioner, in conjunction with the Authority, to prepare a 5 year plan to achieve the 20% 
target through the rigorous application of these policies.  Work is underway on this plan and 
I am informed by the Authority that of the 500 civilians to be recruited this year, Garda man-
agement has indicated that some 30% will lead to redeployment opportunities which is a very 
welcome start on a road that has the potential to make a huge contribution to ensuring that we 
have an effective and efficient police service.

SI 109/1990 provided that members appointed with special technical qualifications and as-
signed to serve in particular sections of the Garda Síochána under Regulation 14 of SI 164/1988 
(Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 1988) were not eligible for 
transfer to any other section or part of the organisation, on promotion or otherwise.  Both of 
these statutory instruments have been revoked by SI 485/2006 (Garda Síochána (Promotion) 
Regulations 2006) and SI 470/2013 (Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Regula-
tions 2013) respectively.
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Subsequent regulations continue to provide for appointments of persons with special apti-
tudes, knowledge, skills or technical qualifications as members in certain circumstances with-
out compliance with all of the normal provisions applicable to trainee Gardaí.  Such appoint-
ments are rare and in the past would have included, for example, persons with ICT expertise.  
Such expertise is now secured through recruiting civilian staff.  Obviously there is no intention 
that members appointed under any of the above regulations and who do not have the necessary 
training and skills for front-line policing would be redeployed.  Where appropriate, any such 
posts which do not require policing powers and could be filled by suitably qualified civilians 
will be filled in the future using the “civilian by default” policy at such a time as the posts be-
come vacant.

28/02/2017WRC03100Visa Applications

28/02/2017WRC0320097. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding a visa appeal; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9571/17]

28/02/2017WRC03300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the ap-
peal referred to was received by the Visa Office in Abu Dhabi and is now awaiting examination 
by the Visa Appeals Officer.

The documentation submitted with the original application and any additional documenta-
tion provided with the appeal will be considered.  It is expected that a decision will issue to the 
applicant within the next three weeks.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to INIS (visamail@justice.
ie).

  Questions Nos. 98 to 101, inclusive, answered with Question No. 93.

28/02/2017WRE00150Magdalen Laundries

28/02/2017WRE00200102. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
her Department has issued any alerts to Irish embassies since October 2014 on the Magdalene 
restorative justice scheme; if not, the reason this is the case; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9607/17]

28/02/2017WRE00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can ad-
vise the Deputy that in October 2014 the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, on request 
from my Department, circulated an information note on the Magdalen Laundries Restorative 
Justice Ex Gratia Scheme through their embassies around the world to the local Irish communi-
ties.  My Department is satisfied that an information note is still up to-date and does not see the 
need to re-circulate what is already in circulation.
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If the Deputy is aware of any group or organisation which is not aware of the Ex Gratia 
Scheme and would like to have this information note, my officials in the Restorative Justice 
Implementation Unit will be happy to assist.

On a general point, the Deputy will be aware that both the McAleese and Quirke Reports as  
well as the establishment of the Magdalen Scheme attracted worldwide media attention.  The 
Irish Women Survivors Support Network circulated thousands of leaflets in the UK and con-
tinue to raise awareness about the Scheme.

The Ex Gratia Scheme remains open to new applications.  To-date 669 women have re-
ceived lump sum payments at a cost of over €25m.  The women are also in receipt of other 
supports under the Scheme including top up pension type payments and free access to a range 
of medical services.

28/02/2017WRE00350Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

28/02/2017WRE00400103. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
her Department has issued any alerts to Irish embassies  in regard to the commission of inves-
tigation into mother and baby homes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9609/17]

28/02/2017WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Com-
mission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes is a matter which comes under the remit 
of my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and my Department has not issued 
any alerts to Irish embassies on this matter.

28/02/2017WRE00550Immigration Status

28/02/2017WRE00600104. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if assistance can be provided to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [9640/17]

28/02/2017WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in 
response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended), the person concerned has not submitted written representations.

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable 
legislation.  If any representations are submitted, they will be considered before a final decision 
is made.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail 
facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.    

28/02/2017WRE00750Visa Applications
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28/02/2017WRE00800105. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality when 
a person (details supplied) will receive a decision on a visa application. [9647/17]

28/02/2017WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
visa application was received by the Visa Office in Dublin on 9 January 2017.  A decision was 
made on 22 February 2017 and the applicant has been informed.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to INIS (visamail@justice.
ie).

28/02/2017WRE00950Garda Misconduct Allegations

28/02/2017WRE01000106. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the advice she would provide to a person (details supplied) who has made numerous com-
plaints to An Garda Síochána between 2004 and 2013, which in the person’s view were not 
investigated satisfactorily; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9656/17]

28/02/2017WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the investigation of criminal offences is a matter for the Garda Síochána.  
A person who has concerns about the response to a crime that they have reported, may wish to 
raise this with their local Garda Superintendent or with the local Garda Victim Service Offices 
which are located in every Garda Division, the contact details of which are available on the 
Garda website. 

It is of course open to any person who has a concern about the behaviour of members of 
the Garda Síochána to register a complaint with the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission 
(GSOC) which is the independent body established by law, with extensive powers, to investi-
gate any allegations of Garda wrongdoing.   

28/02/2017WRE01150Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRE01200107. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the legal fees incurred on freedom of information, FOI, requests received by her Department; 
the staff hours involved in the processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9682/17]

28/02/2017WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My De-
partment has not incurred any legal fees in relation to Freedom of Information requests for the 
time frame specified.  Dealing with Freedom of Information is part of the daily work of staff 
across my Department so the time spent processing such requests is not recorded separately. 

28/02/2017WRE01350Asylum Applications
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28/02/2017WRE01400108. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the detail of the new application form as part of a re-application process for asylum seekers is-
sued by her Department or the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service; the reason for the 
new application form; the date on which this was issued; the deadline for submitting; and the 
number of legal advisors available to assist with completing the applications. [9700/17]

28/02/2017WRE01500167. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason the International Protection Office has issued a 60-page application form to be returned 
within 20 days to residents in direct provision centres which does not allow them time to get 
advice on the completion of the form that will have a direct bearing on the success or not of an 
asylum application; if she will ensure that each applicant will have adequate legal advice prior 
to completing the form and allow enough time for applicants to take advice; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10394/17]

28/02/2017WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 108 and 167 together.

I refer the Deputy to my responses to Questions 112 and 113 of Tuesday 21 February 2017, 
and to Questions 86, 87, 88, 89 and 102 of Thursday 23 February 2017, in which I explained 
the background to the issue of the Application for International Protection Questionnaire (Form 
IPO 2) and dealt comprehensively with the issue of the time afforded to applicants for protec-
tion to complete the questionnaire.  I also referred to the Legal Aid Board’s role in assisting with 
the completion of the questionnaire.

A specialised service for international protection applicants is provided out of Legal Aid 
Board law centres in Dublin, Cork, and Galway.  There is a total of 23.62 solicitors, and 7.8 
paralegals (full time equivalents).  It is important to note that not every solicitor in the above 
law centres are engaged in the provision of services in the area of international protection, nor 
does every solicitor engaged in the provision of services in the area of international protection 
deal exclusively with that area.  A complementary service in international protection matters is 
provided by solicitors in private practice who have agreed to provide services on behalf of the 
Board.  There are currently 67 solicitors on the international protection solicitors’ panel with a 
number of applications remaining to be processed.  The service provided by solicitors on the 
panel in relation to an application for international protection is the same service that would 
be provided by a law centre.  Law centres refer applicants to the panel having regard to their 
workload and other guidelines laid down by Board management from time to time.

Additional staffing of 15 full time equivalents for the Legal Aid Board was approved by my 
Department in 2016, including clerical and legal grades. In addition, the budget assigned by the 
Board for referrals to the solicitors’ panel has been increased to €250,000 for 2017.

28/02/2017WRE01650Restorative Justice

28/02/2017WRE01700109. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of women that have applied to the restorative justice scheme for survivors of the 
Magdalen laundries. [9731/17]

28/02/2017WRE01800110. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of women that have received the maximum amount of compensation afforded under the 
restorative justice scheme for survivors of the Magdalen laundries. [9732/17]

28/02/2017WRE01900111. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of women that have accepted lesser amounts than they applied for under the restorative 
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justice scheme for survivors of the Magdalen laundries. [9733/17]

28/02/2017WRE02000112. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of applicants under the restorative justice scheme for survivors of the Magdalen laun-
dries that have received lesser amounts than they applied for due to inaccurate and or missing 
records. [9734/17]

28/02/2017WRE02100113. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of applications made under the restorative justice scheme for survivors of the Magdalen 
laundries that have been rejected. [9735/17]

28/02/2017WRE02200114. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of applications made under the restorative justice scheme for survivors of the Magdalen 
laundries that have been rejected due to inaccurate and or missing records. [9736/17]

28/02/2017WRE02300115. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of interviews which have taken place with women that have made applications under 
the restorative justice scheme for survivors of the Magdalen laundries. [9737/17]

28/02/2017WRE02400116. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of the women that were interviewed that have accepted less compensation than the 
amount applied for under the restorative justice scheme for survivors of the Magdalen laun-
dries. [9738/17]

28/02/2017WRE02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 109 to 116, inclusive, together.

The Magdalen Laundries Restorative Justice Ex Gratia Scheme was set up following the 
publication of the report in February, 2013 of an Inter-Departmental Committee to establish the 
facts of the State’s involvement with the Magdalen Laundries.  It was chaired by then Senator 
Martin McAleese and it is commonly referred to as the McAleese report.  The material in the 
Report relates to 10 different institutions which were run by 4 different Orders of nuns over a 
period of 70 years.  Although there was no finding in the McAleese Report which indicated that 
the State had any liability in the matter, following the report’s publication the Taoiseach issued 
a State apology to the women.

Mr. Justice Quirke was asked by the Government to make recommendations on an appro-
priate redress scheme for those who were in the 10 Magdalen laundries that were the subject 
of the McAleese Report.  The Government also included in the scheme the laundry that was 
attached to Stanhope Street Training School and later also decided to include a 12th institution, 
the Training School in Summerhill.

The Scheme provides for lump sum payments varying from €11,500 to €100,000 depending 
on the length of stay in the institution concerned.  Further, each woman is entitled to a top-up 
payment to bring her weekly income from the Irish State up to the equivalent of the Irish Con-
tributory Pension.

To date 819 applications have been received by my Department all of which have been 
processed.  No application was refused due to inaccurate or missing records.  However, 101 ap-
plications were refused because the applicants were not resident in a relevant institution.  

If there is a discrepancy, or in cases where the religious congregations have an incomplete 
or no record for an applicant, my officials carry out a thorough examination, checking whatever 
records are available from other departments, agencies and institutions to support the applica-
tion.  The records of the religious congregations are not regarded as decisive; they are just one 
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factor that is taken into consideration.  Interviews were conducted with 70 applicants for whom 
the religious congregations concerned did not have records and of those 70 applicants, 2  were 
refused entry to the scheme.

Over €25 million has been paid out to 669 women under the Scheme, of whom 118 quali-
fied for the maximum lump sum payable under the scheme.  In addition there are a further 17 
applicants who also qualify for the maximum payment but have not yet been paid.  Of these 
17 applicants, 9 are deemed to lack  capacity but will be paid following the commencement 
of the Assisted Decision Making legislation.  The remaining 8 applicants who qualified for the 
maximum payment are deceased and payments will issue to their estate once a Grant of Probate 
issues.  The Deputy will be aware that Judge Quirke recommended that where an applicant was 
deceased before a payment issued that the maximum amount payable to her estate should be 
€50,000.   

Each application is assessed on an individual basis taking into account any available records, 
documents and statements including the applicant’s testimony.  Processing of all applications 
under the Scheme operates on the premise that the testimony of the applicant is correct and the 
officers processing the application then seek to verify the application by checking appropriate 
records.  If there are records and they are consistent with the application, then an offer is made.  
It should be noted that the majority of applicants who were resident in the 10 Magdalen institu-
tions fall into this category. 

In relation to the question concerning applicants accepting lesser awards than were claimed, 
it should be noted that the award is determined solely by the proven length of time spent in the 
institution concerned.  In some instances an applicant may believe that they spent a longer pe-
riod of time in an institution than the available records support.  Usually, when an applicant is 
shown all the available records, which include religious, primary school, employment records 
and and so on, they are satisfied, given the lapse of time involved, that the available records 
provide a more accurate account of the length of stay in the institution.  The exact number of 
applications that category is unavailable but I am informed that the number is not significant.

28/02/2017WRF00150Courts Staff

28/02/2017WRF00200117. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if her 
attention has been drawn to the current and potential future delays in probate registration in 
County Mayo as a result of the non-replacement of the recently retired probate officer; the plans 
of the Courts Service for this position; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9748/17]

28/02/2017WRF00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, the Probate Office is an office of the High Court and management of the courts 
is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions under 
the Courts Service Act 1998.  Probate functions are also carried out by County Registrars at 
District Probate Registries in a number of provincial court offices. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that while a staff member in the Courts Service office in Cas-
tlebar has recently retired, local management were aware of the pending retirement and another 
staff member has been trained in the processing of probate applications in that District Probate 
Registry.  The examination of probate applications requires a thorough legal examination of 
documents and it takes a new staff member a period of at least six months to acquire a satisfac-
tory knowledge in this area. However, the staff member will be available shortly to commence 
processing applications and every effort will be made to minimise any delays in the interim. 
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The Courts Service has also informed me that backlogs in the probate system are a cause for 
concern and a review of the probate system is being carried out at present.  It is anticipated that 
a report with recommendations for the modernisation of the process will be presented by mid 
2017 to the Senior Management Team of the Courts Service and to the Courts Service Board 
for their consideration.

28/02/2017WRF00350Child and Family Agency Services

28/02/2017WRF00400118. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the date on which officials in her Department were first informed of the existence of a Tusla file 
regarding a person (details supplied); if her Department was informed of this file’s existence 
by either Tusla or the Department of Children and Youth Affairs or by another entity; the ac-
tion taken on foot of receipt of this information; the other Departments or State agencies that 
were informed regarding the existence of this file; and the date on which such information was 
provided to same. [9763/17]

28/02/2017WRF00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that the Disclosures Tribunal, with Mr Justice Peter Charleton as its Sole 
Member, has now commenced its work.

Among the matters it has been asked to investigate are:

‘the creation, distribution and use by TUSLA of a file containing false allegations of sexual 
abuse against Sergeant Maurice McCabe...’ and contacts between members of An Garda Sío-
chána and, among others, members of the Government, any other State entities, or any relevant 
person as the Sole Member may deem necessary to carry out his work relevant to this and other 
matters.

In the circumstances, I am constrained in adding anything to the information which I have 
already supplied to the House about this matter.

I would, however, make the general point that I have no ministerial responsibility in relation 
to TUSLA; nor do I or my Department have access to its records.  Equally, it would not fall 
within my remit to take any action in relation to matters which may have arisen within TUSLA 
in dealing with an individual case.

I can also confirm that prior to the broadcast of a recent Prime Time programme, my Depart-
ment had no knowledge of the details of any interaction between the Minister or Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs and the person affected arising from this matter.

28/02/2017WRF00550Bereavement Grant Applications

28/02/2017WRF00600119. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will issue a bereavement payment to a family which was provided for by the Remembrance 
Commission (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9767/17]

28/02/2017WRF00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that I received correspondence from the family of the person to whom 
the Deputy refers.  In light of the unique circumstances of this case I asked my Department to 
review the matter.  That process of review has been concluded and I am currently in direct com-
munication with the family concerned in this regard.
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28/02/2017WRF00750Garda Investigations

28/02/2017WRF00800120. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she or her officials have recently reviewed a case (details supplied); the circumstances that led 
to the person’s death by a person that was repeatedly on bail and that had numerous convictions 
involving drugs and alcohol; if she has discussed this with the Taoiseach, who has met the fam-
ily recently; if the Government is considering a commission of inquiry into the actions that were 
taken by gardaí in regard to all of the convictions of the person responsible for the death of the 
person; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9773/17]

28/02/2017WRF00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The trag-
ic case to which the Deputy refers was considered under the Independent Review Mechanism 
(IRM) established to review certain allegations of Garda misconduct, or inadequacies in the 
investigation of certain allegations, which were made to me as Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity, or the Taoiseach. 

The recommendation made by the IRM in this particular case was that I should take no fur-
ther action.  As Counsel pointed out the appropriate forum for raising matters related to alleged 
Garda failings was the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) who were already 
investigating certain matters arising from the tragic death in this case.  This arises in part from 
the fact that my predecessor had referred aspects of this particular case to GSOC.  I understand 
that that investigation has not concluded.  I should also mention that a civil action has been initi-
ated against the State in respect of issues raised in the complaint.

When the Taoiseach and I recently met with the family, the Taoiseach assured them that 
when the GSOC investigation is completed the question of whether, and if so, what further 
action can be taken, will be considered. That remains the position. I am sure the Deputy will 
appreciate that in the circumstances it would not be appropriate for me to comment further.

28/02/2017WRF00950Naturalisation Applications

28/02/2017WRF01000121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the correct form to be used to apply for naturalisation in the case of a widow of an Irish national 
that previously had residency permission on the basis of their now deceased husband; the ap-
propriate heading under which such an application should be submitted; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [9774/17]

28/02/2017WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The ap-
propriate application form for a certificate of naturalisation by a person of full age, including a 
person in circumstances as outlined by the Deputy, is Form 8.  

Section 15 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in her absolute discretion, grant an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled.  
The conditions are that the applicant must -

-  be of full age

-  be of good character

-  have had one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the date of ap-
plication and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a further total 
residence in the State amounting to four years
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-  intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation 

-  have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows—#
(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the State, and
(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic values.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in 
a position to meet the all the statutory requirements.  Detailed information on Irish citizenship 
and naturalisation is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  The website also con-
tains an on-line naturalisation residency calculator which individuals may find of assistance in 
establishing if the residency requirements are met.

Section 16 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in her absolute discretion, waive some 
or all of the statutory conditions in certain circumstances i.e. where an applicant is of Irish de-
scent or of Irish associations; where an applicant is a person who is a refugee within the mean-
ing of the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees; or where an applicant 
is a Stateless person within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating to the Status 
of Stateless persons.  There is no right or entitlement to have any of the conditions waived, it is 
entirely at the Minister’s discretion.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2017WRF01150Legislative Programme

28/02/2017WRF01200122. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when the mortgages special court Bill and courts (mortgage arrears) Bill will be published; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9782/17]

28/02/2017WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that the establishment of a dedicated new court to sensitively and expedi-
tiously handle mortgage arrears and other personal insolvency cases continues to be examined 
by my Department.  As the Deputy will be aware, the allocation of judicial resources and the 
scheduling of court cases is a matter for the Presidents of the courts and the judiciary who are, 
under the Constitution, independent in the exercise of their judicial functions.  The President of 
the Circuit Court has been very helpful as regards consideration of dedicated new court arrange-
ments for repossessions and the option and implications of the use of pre-existing legislative 
powers to implement a system of specific court sittings  for repossessions at specific venues on 
specific dates.  This is being pursued at present between my Department and the Courts with a 
view to possible new arrangements for the Easter law term where appropriate and having regard 
to constitutional constraints. 

Furthermore the Government, at its meeting of 6 December 2016, decided to reassign, by 
appointment, three specialist judges of the Circuit Court as ordinary judges of the Circuit Court 
to fill three existing vacancies and so there are currently no vacancies in the Circuit Court.  The 
Department is actively involved in discussions, including with the judiciary and Courts Service, 
as regards what progress can be made on introducing the proposed dedicated arrangements 
for mortgage arrears cases which I hope to bring to Government for consideration in the near 
future.
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A key element of the commitments in the Programme for Government is, as the Deputy 
will also be aware, putting in place a national mortgage arrears resolution service and priority 
was given last year to getting the new national Mortgage Arrears Resolution Service (Abhaile) 
up and running.  The service, which forms part of the Programme for Partnership Government 
commitments on mortgage arrears, ensures that people who are at risk of losing their home have 
access to free independent financial and legal advice and assistance.  The objective is to help 
these homeowners to identify and put in place solutions to their mortgage arrears, with priority 
to helping them remain in their home wherever possible. 

On 27 February 2017 a new national information campaign went live, designed to reach out 
to homeowners in mortgage arrears and further raise awareness of the highly effective Abhaile 
service.  This information campaign wants to ensure that everyone who needs assistance and 
may be at risk of losing their home is aware that free advice and support is available through the 
Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) helpline and MABS offices across the country.  
Homeowners who are at risk of losing their homes due to mortgage arrears, including those fac-
ing repossession proceedings, can contact MABS which will provide support and advice.  Sup-
port available includes in-house dedicated Mortgage Arrears advisers in MABS offices across 
the country, specifically to assist and negotiate with financial institutions on the borrower’s 
behalf. 

MABS can also provide access to free independent financial advice and assistance on per-
sonal insolvency and bankruptcy from a personal insolvency practitioner (PIP), and to free 
independent legal advice from a solicitor, under a ‘voucher’ system.  The advice and assistance 
is provided by a PIP or solicitor from expert panels, established under the Scheme respectively 
by the Insolvency Service of Ireland and by the Legal Aid Board.  The service also includes free 
support and assistance at Circuit Court repossession court lists country-wide, with MABS court 
mentors in attendance to provide help and advice to borrowers attending, and a ‘duty solicitor’, 
from a Legal Aid Board panel, to provide legal assistance in court to unrepresented borrowers 
in repossession proceedings.  The scheme also offers legal aid to borrowers seeking the new 
Personal Insolvency court review under the Personal Insolvency (Amendment) Act 2015.  To 
date some 4,800 individual vouchers have been provided under under Abhaile for free financial 
or legal advice and assistance on home mortgage arrears since 22 July 2016. 

A further key element relates to the power of a court to impose mortgage arrears solutions 
for those in arrears and it is critical to note that use of the key statutory provision allowing for 
imposition of debt solutions involving a mortgage, where the solution has been rejected by 
the creditors, is increasing due to the availability of the Abhaile service since last October.  I 
am referring to the “section 115A” procedure put in place under the 2015 Personal Insolvency 
legislation which allows the Circuit Court, in defined circumstances, to impose a personal in-
solvency arrangement (PIA), on application from the debtor, where the proposed arrangement 
has been rejected by the creditors.   

I would also like to point out to the Deputy that early indications, while based on small 
initial samples, suggest that the new Abhaile service is reaching those most at risk of losing 
their homes, and particularly the cohort of those who are in mortgage arrears equivalent to 720 
days or more.  They also suggest that access to free, independent expert help, and to statutory 
protection against creditor pressure for those who are engaging, is a significant relief for those 
at risk, and that independent advice is identifying solutions which offer better outcomes for the 
homeowner, often enabling them to remain in their homes.  Representative outcome data for the 
Abhaile Service is not yet available, but this information is being tracked and collected and full 
analysis will be available at a later date.

My Department, together with the Department of Social Protection, leads both operational 
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oversight and governance steering groups for the new Abhaile service and its effectiveness and 
impacts are being closely monitored as part of these processes.  Furthermore, my Department 
continues to pursue the remaining aspects of the Programme for Government commitment, 
including the identification of any necessary legislation, in consultation with the Office of the 
Attorney General, bearing in mind constitutional and legal aspects, with a view to further im-
plementation measures in the coming months.

28/02/2017WRF01350Legislative Programme

28/02/2017WRF01400123. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when the the courts and civil law (miscellaneous provisions) Bill will be published; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [9783/17]

28/02/2017WRF01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Work on 
the preparation of the General Scheme of a Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill is at an advanced stage at my Department.  It is anticipated that the General Scheme will 
contain a range of provisions, many of them technical in nature. These are expected to relate to 
such matters as electronic courts services and some amendments to gaming legislation along 
with a number of other matters for inclusion in the Bill which are being finalised.  I expect to be 
in a position to bring the General Scheme of the Bill before Cabinet in March for approval both 
to to publish it and to submit it for detailed drafting to the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. 
Once so approved, the full contents of the proposed Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Bill will be made publicly available including for  pre-legislative scrutiny as may be 
considered appropriate by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality.

28/02/2017WRF01550Ministerial Correspondence

28/02/2017WRF01600124. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when correspondence first sent to her on 28 June 2016 will be replied to; the reason constant 
acknowledgements are sent when this matter is pursued; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [9870/17]

28/02/2017WRF01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Regret-
tably, due to an administrative error within my Department this matter was overlooked.  The 
matter is being dealt with and the Deputy will receive a full response before the end of the week.

28/02/2017WRF01750Garda Station Closures

28/02/2017WRF01800125. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will request from the Garda authorities the estimated cost of reopening the Garda stations, 
which remain available, that were closed following the Garda district and station rationalisation 
programme 2012 and 2013. [9899/17]

28/02/2017WRF01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the management 
and distribution of Garda resources, including the development of proposals in relation to the 
opening and closing of Garda stations, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.

During 2011 and 2012, as the Deputy will be aware, An Garda Síochána completed a com-
prehensive review of its district and station network.  The objective of this review was to iden-
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tify opportunities to introduce strategic reforms to enhance service delivery, increase efficiency 
and streamline practices within the organisation.  The review concluded that a revised district 
and station network commensurate with the organisation’s resource base would best meet pub-
lic demand.  

As a result, the Garda District and Station Rationalisation Programme was implemented in 
2012 and 2013.  This was reflected in An Garda Síochána’s Policing Plans for 2012 and 2013 
which set out the details of the closure of 39 Garda stations in 2012 and 100 Garda stations in 
2013 and the amalgamation of 28 Garda districts to fourteen 14 enlarged Garda districts.  

I am advised by the Garda Authorities that Garda Stations which were closed under the 
Programme were returned to the control of the Office of Public Works and that the future use of 
those properties is now a matter for that Office.

The Deputy will appreciate that any costs associated with re-opening the properties as func-
tioning Garda Stations would have to be determined by the Office of Public Works following a 
full technical examination of each property to assess the works required to render the property 
fully compliant with building regulations and fit for purpose to operate as a Garda Station.  
In addition, the Garda Authorities would, of course, need to examine the staffing and opera-
tional implications of deploying Gardaí to the stations during public office hours, thus diverting 
Gardaí from front-line duties in the community.  

28/02/2017WRF01950Bail Law

28/02/2017WRF02000126. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the current supports available to persons released on bail designed to assist them comply with 
their bail conditions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9900/17]

28/02/2017WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is not 
clear from the question if the Deputy has particular situations or categories of persons in mind 
where a need for supports might arise.  If the Deputy has particular concerns, I would be glad 
to examine the matter further if he provides more specific details.

The Deputy will appreciate that that the operation of the Bail system is a matter for the 
Courts and I, as Minister, do not have a direct role in this regard. 

However, I am advised that there are arrangements in place to assist persons with particular 
needs who may come before the Courts.  In this regard I am advised that psychiatric reports may 
be provided for the courts regarding issues such as fitness to be tried, the presence or otherwise 
of mental illness, and treatment arrangements in the event of the imposition of a custodial or 
non-custodial sanction.  Such reports can, in particular, aid the courts in diverting people with 
mental illness away from prison by ensuring that such persons can access appropriate treatment 
following the imposition of a non-custodial sanction.

It should be noted that the great majority of these diversions (about 80%) involve voluntary 
attendance at non-hospital settings, such as out-patient treatment settings.

In these voluntary cases, the court adjourns to allow the person to access such treatment 
and bail may be granted on this basis.  In other cases, a person may be sent to a local approved 
centre for assessment and possible admission.  In such cases, the person may be granted bail or 
given a non-custodial sanction by the court in order that they may access mental health care in 
an approved centre.
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In relation to young offenders, I understand that a Bail Supervision Scheme has been intro-
duced and this initiative operates under the aegis of my colleague the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs.

28/02/2017WRF02150Sentencing Policy

28/02/2017WRF02200127. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the resources allocated to the Irish sentencing information project for each of the past ten years. 
[9901/17]

28/02/2017WRF02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, the Irish Sentencing Committee was established by the Courts Service Board 
and is chaired by the Chief Justice.  The Committee oversaw the development of a Sentencing 
Information website, a pilot initiative designed to gather information about the range of sen-
tences and other penalties that have been imposed for particular types of offences across court 
jurisdictions. 

I very much support this initiative which is supported administratively and funded by the 
Courts Service from the Courts Vote. The Courts Service has informed me that the total expen-
diture to date exclusively on the Irish sentencing project is €397,060.  This figure includes fees 
for legal/professional services to the project and expenditure on some ICT support and develop-
ment.  However, further ICT support costs have been incurred but it is not possible to quantify 
these as they are contained within the total ICT support costs for all Lotus Notes Applications, 
of which this project is one. 

Additionally the Courts Service through its ICT Unit also supported the development of a 
computer system for the storage of the sentencing data collected and a website which can be 
accessed by members of the judiciary and the public.  The website is a valuable tool not only 
for members of the judiciary but also for lawyers, researchers, those concerned with the needs 
of victims and their families as well as members of the public.

Over a period from 2005 to 2009 funding from the Courts Service provided resources for 
the work of the Committee and enabled the project to retain the services of 9 practising barris-
ters to collect and collate information on sentencing outcomes in a sample number of criminal 
cases over a defined period of time.  When funding from the Courts Service was reduced, the 
project availed of the services of five interns through the Government JobBridge scheme.  The 
Courts Service has also informed me that currently there are no full time resources working on 
this project.

I should inform the Deputy that we are currently examining the feasibility of bringing  the 
sentencing information function within the statutory remit of the proposed Judicial Council, the 
Bill in respect of which is at an advanced stage of drafting. 

28/02/2017WRF02350Prisoner Data

28/02/2017WRF02400128. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of persons under 18 years of age currently in prisons here. [9902/17]

28/02/2017WRF02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Prison Service that the number of persons under 18 years of age in Wheatfield 
place of detention on 28 February 2017 is 4.
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28/02/2017WRF02550Youth Justice Strategy

28/02/2017WRF02600129. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to develop a strategy for young adults from 18 to 24 years of age in conflict with the 
law. [9903/17]

28/02/2017WRF02700131. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to extend Garda youth diversion programmes to young persons aged up to 24 years 
of age. [9905/17]

28/02/2017WRF02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 129 and 131 together.

As the Deputy will be aware from answers to similar previous questions in 2016, it is stat-
ed in the Programme for Government that the Government supports, inter alia, the expansion 
of Garda Youth Diversion Programmes for young people promoting restorative justice.  This 
commitment follows on from the recommendation of the Penal Policy Review Group that a 
programme similar to the existing Diversion Programme for persons under eighteen years of 
age, be introduced for young people above the age of eighteen years, with an initial focus on 
eighteen to twenty one year olds.  The Review Group recommended that the relevant Depart-
ments and agencies, including An Garda Síochána, should immediately consult in relation to 
the most appropriate and effective means of targeting this group within the context of current 
and future resources.

The Review Group did acknowledge that a Diversion Programme for eighteen to twenty 
one year olds would have resource implications for An Garda Síochána and the Irish Youth 
Justice Service.  They also recognised that a greater focus on young offenders in this age cohort 
“would require a level of consultation and cooperation between Departments and agencies, as 
well as An Garda Síochána, comparable to the existing Diversion Programme”.  Importantly, 
the Review Group went on to say that “undoubtedly this would require a level of commitment 
in terms of resources, finances and cooperation that is undetermined”.

Accordingly, the Irish Youth Justice Service continues to engage with An Garda Síochána 
in relation to the recommendation with a view to scoping out the detailed implications of intro-
ducing a Diversion Programme for young offenders over eighteen years of age, focusing in the 
first instance on offenders aged eighteen to twenty one years.  This requires a detailed analysis 
of the nature and scale of offending by the age cohort concerned in recent years.  This is neces-
sary so that there is clarity in relation to the potential numbers that might be amenable to diver-
sion should such a programme be established and operated on the same basis as the existing 
Programme.  It is also essential to establish the potential resource implications for An Garda 
Síochána, in terms of the number of additional Juvenile Liaison Officers that might be required 
and the additional workload that would fall to the Director of the Diversion Programme and 
the Garda Youth Diversion Office.  There would also be the potential implications for the Irish 
Youth Justice Service to be considered should that office’s remit be extended, not least in terms 
of the management and oversight of likely additional expenditure to expand the current network 
of Garda Youth Diversion Projects to support the operation of a Diversion Programme for the 
age cohort involved.

As previously indicated, consideration must also be given to the outcome of the ongoing 
comprehensive review of the existing Diversion Programme which is being undertaken by a 
Group established by the Garda Commissioner.  The outcome of that review will likely inform 
considerations relating to the establishment of a similar programme for young offenders over 
eighteen years of age.  Other considerations could include how effective such approaches are in 
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other jurisdictions where this age cohort is concerned.  

The Deputy will therefore appreciate that while progress is being made in relation to the 
questions raised, the implications of introducing a diversion strategy for the age cohort con-
cerned requires detailed and careful consideration so that there is full appreciation of its likely 
impact, both in terms of its effectiveness and on the agencies concerned.

28/02/2017WRG00200Youth Justice Strategy

28/02/2017WRG00300130. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the way in which her Department has upheld its role within goal 5 of the national policy frame-
work for children and young people 2014–2020 in supporting effective transitions. [9904/17]

28/02/2017WRG00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is probably aware, Transformational Goal 5 of ‘Better Outcomes Brighter Futures, the 
national policy framework for children and young people 2014 - 2020’, is concerned with sup-
porting effective transitions.  As such it makes reference to children and young people expe-
riencing transitions in a range of contexts.  These include children in transition from living at 
home to living in a care setting such as residential care or detention. 

Commitment G33 under Transformational Goal 5 is to ‘Bring a stronger focus on effective 
transitions, particularly within education, health, child welfare and youth justice services’.  The 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs is the lead agency with responsibility for action in re-
lation to this commitment.  The Department of Justice and Equality is also identified as having 
responsibility for action in relation to the commitment having regard to its responsibilities in 
the youth justice area.  The Department’s role in this regard could arise in circumstances where 
children and young people are being released from detention in the Children Detention Campus 
in Oberstown and who become subject to Probation Service supervision after their release.  It 
could also arise in circumstances where young people are transferred from the Oberstown Cam-
pus to the Irish Prison Service upon reaching their eighteenth birthday during the course of a 
custodial sentence in Oberstown.

The Deputy might wish to note that the Probation Service and Oberstown Children Deten-
tion Campus have an agreed protocol on working together.  This protocol promotes coordinated 
collaborative practices between the Probation Service and Oberstown.  It provides guidance 
on joint working with children and young people entering detention, in detention and prepar-
ing for discharge, including periods of early discharge.  Similarly, the Irish Prison Service and 
Oberstown have developed a protocol which addresses information sharing and promotes co-
ordinated and collaborative practices between both parties in the context of transfers of young 
people detained in Oberstown to the Irish Prison Service as referred to above. 

Accordingly, the role of the Department of Justice and Equality in relation to Transforma-
tional Goal 5, is reflected well in the collaborative approaches and practices of the Probation 
Service and the Irish Prison Service in their dealings with the Oberstown Children Detention 
Campus where children and young people transitioning from detention to other settings is con-
cerned.

  Question No. 131 answered with Question No. 129.

28/02/2017WRG00600Prisoner Releases
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28/02/2017WRG00700132. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the resources allocated to the community return programme; the number of prisoners who ap-
plied to and who were released, respectively, under the scheme during each year since it was 
established. [9906/17]

28/02/2017WRG00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Com-
munity Return Programme is an incentivised early release scheme co-managed by the Irish 
Prison Service and the Probation Service.  It commenced in October 2011 and is now opera-
tional in every county and from every prison in the State.  The Programme has been supported 
by the reallocation of resources and key personnel from within both services.

The Programme targets well behaved prisoners serving sentences of between 1 and 8 years 
imprisonment who are making genuine efforts to desist from reoffending.  Prisoners serving 
sentences of less than one year are ineligible for Community Return and may instead be con-
sidered for release under the Community Support Scheme.  Persons serving sentences of over 
8 years generally fall within the Parole Board process.  The legislative basis for making deci-
sions on temporary release is fully set out in the Criminal Justice Act 1960, as amended by the 
Criminal Justice (Temporary Release of Prisoners) Act 2003.  Each application is considered on 
its individual merits and in line with the legislative provisions.

A formal assessment for Community Return is undertaken when a recommendation to this 
effect is made following a Prisoner Review Meeting.  These meetings are chaired by the Prison 
Governor and other attendees include representatives from the Probation Service, Psychology, 
Chaplaincy, Education, addiction services, other senior prison officials and a representative 
from Prison Service Headquarters.  

The total number of releases on to the scheme, broken down by prison and covering the 
period from October 2011 until the end of 2016, are set out in the following table. 

Prison 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total
Arbour 
Hill

1 1

Castlerea 5 6 11 8 8 38
Clover-
hill

3 0 2 1 6

Cork 29 19 41 28 17 134
Dochas 12 21 14 12 9 68
Limerick 7 22 39 35 20 29 152
Loughan 11 27 79 92 75 83 367
Midlands 5 29 33 33 17 16 133
Mountjoy 11 40 36 23 24 9 143
Portlao-
ise

4 15 9 8 5 41

Shelton 18 70 82 127 87 82 466
St Pats 12 19 2 0 0 33
Training 
Unit

7 36 18 43 27 24 155

Wheat-
field

7 13 26 25 14 18 103

Total 66 299 396 455 323 301 1840
There were an additional 415 persons who did not progress on to the scheme having been 



28 February 2017

163

referred for assessment.  The reasons for non-progression are varied and include issues such as 
a lack of suitable accommodation, risk of reoffending, subsequent breach of prison discipline 
and previous non compliance with Probation Orders.

28/02/2017WRG00900Sentencing Policy

28/02/2017WRG01000133. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the estimated savings the State would accrue if standard remission was increased from 25% to 
33% and from 25% to 50%. [9907/17]

28/02/2017WRG01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Prison Service that the statistics being sought are not readily available.  The 
information is currently being collated and I will respond to the Deputy as soon as the informa-
tion is to hand.

28/02/2017WRG01200Prison Medical Service

28/02/2017WRG01300134. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to conduct a whole system review of prison health services. [9908/17]

28/02/2017WRG01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
advise the Deputy that on foot of the recommendations of the Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture following its visit of September 2014, the Irish Prison Service has been engaged with 
the Department of Health in relation to a fundamental review of healthcare in prisons and the 
provision of healthcare services in prisons generally.  It has confirmed that the Terms of Refer-
ence for this review have been drafted and are to be agreed by both Departments.

28/02/2017WRG01500Prisoner Data

28/02/2017WRG01600135. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of persons within prisons here who have serious mental health conditions. [9909/17]

28/02/2017WRG01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Prison Service that it does not record data on the aggregate number of per-
sons in its custody who are identified as having serious mental health conditions owing to the 
requirement that it maintain the confidentiality of the medical records of the persons in its cus-
tody.  I am advised that the National Forensic Mental Health Service does compile detailed data 
on persons in custody with serious mental health conditions for the HSE.

28/02/2017WRG01800Prison Staff

28/02/2017WRG01900136. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of persons employed to deliver in-reach mental health services in Dublin, Portlao-
ise and Castlerea prisons; and the number of hours per week during which they deliver these 
services. [9910/17]

28/02/2017WRG02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Prison Service that in-reach mental health services are available in the Dublin 
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and Portlaoise prisons, and Castlerea prison, through collaboration with the Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE), and the National Forensic Mental Health Service (NFMHS) to provide forensic 
mental health sessions weekly in these prisons. 

I have listed below the personnel employed by the HSE who work with the NFMHS provid-
ing in-reach Mental Health Services in Dublin, Portlaoise and Castlerea Prisons. 

Cloverhill - 1.5 WTE consultant forensic psychiatrist, 2 WTE Non Consultant Hospital 
Doctors (NCHDs), 2 WTE Community Psychiatric Nurses (CPNs), 1 housing resettlement of-
ficer.  Wheatfield - 0.2 WTE consultant forensic psychiatrist, 0.2 WTE CPN; also 0.1 WTE 
consultant forensic psychiatrist for 17 year olds.  Mountjoy - 0.3 WTE consultant forensic 
psychiatrist, 0.2 WTE NCHD, 1.0 WTE CPN, 2 WTE social workers (SWs for discharge plan-
ning).  Dochas - 0.2 WTE consultant forensic psychiatrist, 0.2 NCHD, 0.5 CPN.

Arbour Hill - 0.1 WTE consultant forensic psychiatrist, 0.2 WTE CPN.  Midlands Prison 
- 1.0 WTE consultant psychiatrist, 2.0 WTE CPNs.  Portlaoise Prison - 0.2 WTE consultant 
forensic psychiatrist.  Castlerea - 0.5 WTE consultant forensic psychiatrist, 0.5 WTE CPN 
(started January 2017, increasing to full capacity by April 2017).

28/02/2017WRG02100Prison Medical Service

28/02/2017WRG02200137. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of places the Irish Prison Service has access to in the Central Mental Hospital for 
prisoners who require residential mental health treatment; and the average waiting times for 
transfer to the hospital. [9911/17]

28/02/2017WRG02300138. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
the only option for residential treatment for a person in prison is a transfer to the Central Mental 
Hospital, where the person in prison requires residential inpatient treatment for a mental health 
condition. [9912/17]

28/02/2017WRG02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 137 and 138 together.

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that persons in custody who require residential 
mental health treatment can be admitted to the Central Mental Hospital following assessment 
by the National Forensic Mental Health Service on the basis of assessed clinical need.  The 
Irish Prison Service has confirmed that it has access to a limited number of places in the Central 
Mental Hospital  for prisoners who require residential mental health treatment.  The waiting list 
for admission is managed by the National Forensic Mental Health Service  on the basis of as-
sessed clinical need.  There is currently an average of 20 prisoners each week awaiting transfer 
to the Central Mental Hospital and the Irish Prison Service does not record data on the average 
waiting times for transfer to the Central Mental Hospital.

28/02/2017WRG02500Prison Drug Treatment Services

28/02/2017WRG02600139. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of persons engaging in drug treatment services in each prison; if there are waiting 
lists to access treatment services; and the number on each of these waiting lists. [9913/17]

28/02/2017WRG02700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
been advised by the Irish Prison Service that any prisoner who enters the custody of the Irish 
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Prison Service while presenting with addiction issues has access to addiction services, and is 
actively encouraged to engage with those services.  The Irish Prison Service has confirmed that 
the treatments available are based on the principles of best practice, and are similar to those 
available in the community setting.

There are 519 persons who are currently engaging with drug treatment services; the aggre-
gate total is comprised of the following:

Castlerea  -  9

Cloverhill  - 91

Cork  - 28

Limerick  - 36

Dochas  -  42

Mountjoy  - 145

Training Unit - 7

Wheatfield  - 69

Portlaoise - 11

Midlands  - 81

There was an aggregate total of 1,793 patients who received methadone substitution treat-
ment during 2016, and 465 patients were receiving methadone substitution treatment at 31st 
December 2016.

There are currently 54 persons who are on a waiting list for the Drug Treatment Programme.

28/02/2017WRG02800Prison Accommodation

28/02/2017WRG02900140. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the cost of ensuring each prisoner resides in single cell accommodation. [9914/17]

28/02/2017WRG03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Prison Service that figures in relation to cell occupancy levels are published 
on a quarterly basis on their website www.irishprisons.ie.  The latest cell accommodation cen-
sus was produced in January this year and showed that on 18 January 2017 there was 3,643 
prisoners in custody and 2,007 (approximately 55%) had access to single cells.  

It is clear, given the current number of prisoners in custody, that the Irish Prison Service is 
not in a position to provide single cell accommodation to all prisoners at this time.  I can inform 
the Deputy that all committals are assessed upon arrival to prison.  This assessment process also 
seeks to ensure that wherever possible, prisoners are accommodated in cells appropriate to their 
needs.  Some prisoners are more suited to multi-occupancy cells, while others are more suited 
to single-cell occupancy.  It should be borne in mind that in certain cases prisoners are housed 
together for reasons other than lack of capacity.  Family members and friends often elect or are 
assigned a shared cell.  Shared cell accommodation can be very beneficial from a management 
point of view particularly for those who are vulnerable and at risk of self-harm. 



Questions - Written Answers

166

It is not possible to provide the cost of ensuring each prisoner resides in single cell accom-
modation as requested by the Deputy as there are too many variables to be considered in terms 
of building costs, new build, updating existing facilities, staff cost, services for prisoners, bed-
ding, furniture, etc.

28/02/2017WRG03100Prisoner Data

28/02/2017WRG03200141. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of prisoners who do not currently have access to a daily minimum of 12 hours out 
of cell activity. [9915/17]

28/02/2017WRG03300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Prison Service that there are currently no plans to commit to a daily mini-
mum of 12 hours out of cell activity for prisoners.

I am further advised by the Irish Prison Service that it provides a wide range of rehabilita-
tive programmes to persons in custody that include education, vocational training, healthcare, 
psychiatric, psychological, counselling, welfare and spiritual services.  These programmes offer 
purposeful activity to those in custody while serving their sentences and encouraging them to 
lead law abiding lives on release.  These programmes are available in all prisons and all persons 
in custody are eligible to use the services.

It is the aim of the Prison Service to allow prisoners to spend as much time as possible each 
day out of their cell or room to associate with other prisoners.  Rule 27(3) of the Prison Rules 
2007 states “In so far as is practicable, each convicted prisoner should be engaged in autho-
rised structured activity for a period of not less than five hours on each of five days in each 
week”. 

  In general prison cells are unlocked at approximately 8.15am each morning for breakfast.  
Prisoners collect breakfast and return to cells, which are then locked from 8.45am to 9.15am.  
Cells are again unlocked for prisoners to attend work, school , visits and exercise.  Prisoners 
return for lunch at 12:00pm and cells are locked at 12.30pm.  Afternoon unlock commences at 
2.15pm and prisoners return to structured activities in schools, workshops and visits.  Evening 
tea is served from 4pm and cells are locked from 4.30pm to 5.20pm when evening recreation 
commences until all cells are locked at 7.30pm.  This allows for total out cell time of up to 8 
hours.

28/02/2017WRG03400Prison Accommodation Standards

28/02/2017WRG03500142. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of prisoners still slopping out. [9916/17]

28/02/2017WRG03600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
advise the Deputy that with the construction of a new prison in Cork, which opened on 12 
February 2016, and the refurbishment of Mountjoy prison, 98.7% of prisoners now have access 
to in-cell sanitation.  On 27 June 2016, I launched the Irish Prison Service’s Capital Strategy 
2016-2021.  This ambitious programme will see the complete replacement of the outdated ac-
commodation in Limerick and Portlaoise prisons as well as improvements across a number of 
other prisons.  On completion of the Limerick and Portlaoise projects, “slopping out” will be 
completely eliminated across the prisons estate.   
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I am advised by the Irish Prison Service, that the number of prisoners without access to 
in-cell sanitation has decreased from 1,003 at the end of 2010 to just 49 on 18 January 2017 
(Portlaoise 28 and Limerick 21).

28/02/2017WRG03700Prison Service Strategies

28/02/2017WRG03800143. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the resources allocated to the Irish Prison Service families and imprisonment strategy. [9917/17]

28/02/2017WRG03900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Prison Service that the implementation of the Families and Imprisonment 
Strategy is progressing as planned.  The Irish Prison Service Strategic Plan sets out the com-
mitment of the Irish Prison Service to strengthen family supports to facilitate on-going contact 
with prisoners while in custody and their reintegration post release, with appropriate supports 
and programmes. 

The Director General of the Irish Prison Service established the Families and Imprisonment 
Group, and tasked the group with examining existing visiting facilities for all prisoners and in 
particular to address the needs of children and families as highlighted in the report published by 
the Irish Penal Reform Trust titled “Picking up the Pieces: The Rights and Needs of Children 
and Families Affected by Imprisonment”.

The Families and Imprisonment Implementation Group is currently overseeing the delivery 
of the actions identified and is chaired by Governor Pat Dawson and includes representatives 
from the Childhood Development Initiative, the Psychology Service, the Probation Service, 
the Prison Officer’s Association and Tusla.  A key goal is to establish a model of through-care 
to parents returning to the community in partnership with Tusla and other community based 
organisations.

Following a period of consultation with a range of non-government organisations, the Irish 
Prison Service forged a partnership with the Childhood Development Initiative and the Parents 
Plus Charity to introduce a dedicated family and imprisonment programme on a pilot basis 
called ‘Family Links’ which commenced in Limerick Prison in September 2014 with the aim to 
improve the visiting experience for families, improve staff awareness of the effects of imprison-
ment on families, and to support the family unit with the introduction of a parenting programme. 

As part of this initiative, Limerick Prison has radically changed the design for visits in the 
C Block.  The visiting room now consists of eight round tables with four chairs around each in 
a warm and colourful environment.  Prisoners on standard regime have access to this style of 
visit.  Limerick Prison has also established a ‘family room’ which is available to prisoners on 
an enhanced regime. 

Limerick Prison has worked closely with the Irish Prison Service Training College and 
the Childhood Development Initiative in developing and delivering a number of learning and 
development programmes.  Training have been delivered to over 40 staff to include: (1) ‘Front-
of-House’ training to improve customer service, and increase awareness of the challenges faced 
by families with a loved one in custody; (2) Family Liaison Officer training to support the pris-
oners in their role as parents and to co-deliver the ‘Parents Plus’ parenting course to prisoners; 
and, (3) Children First awareness training.  

The Parents Plus Charity and Childhood Development Initiative have worked with the Irish 
Prison Service to tailor the ‘Parents Plus’ parenting programme to meet the need of parents in 
prison.  Family Liaison Officers in Limerick Prison facilitate parenting skills course for prison-
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ers, and ‘Bedford Row’ charity works simultaneously to deliver the parenting programme in the 
community.  This programme has been successfully delivered to 24 prisoners. 

The University of Limerick was commissioned to undertake an independent evaluation of 
the Limerick pilot, utilising both qualitative and quantitative methods.  

I had the pleasure of launching the evaluation of the  Family Links Programme on Monday 
13th February, 2017 at an event in my Department.  At the launch, I stated that “by improving 
and supporting family relationships, we can not only reduce tension and family conflict but very 
importantly, minimise the numbers of offenders returning to prison, which is to everybody’s 
benefit”.   

Governor Pat Dawson who chaired the Irish Prison Service Families and Imprisonment 
Group stated at the launch that the Family Links Programme was implemented with the support 
of Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) to develop models of best practise to be imple-
mented in Irish prisons.  

The programme is currently being extended to both Midlands and Wheatfield Prisons and  
includes family related courses and programmes, staff training and support, community follow-
up and partnership, communications and enhanced visiting facilities.

Further small capital projects are underway to enhance visit facilities across the prison es-
tate.  Funding was awarded to St. Vincent de Paul to extend their Visitor Centre facilities to 
Wheatfield Prison.  The Irish Prison Service has allocated funding to appoint a Family Links 
Coordinator.

28/02/2017WRG04000Prisoners Temporary Release

28/02/2017WRG04100144. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the categories of prisoner currently excluded from applying for temporary release. [9918/17]

28/02/2017WRG04200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the legislation governing the powers of the Minister to grant temporary 
release is provided for in section 2 of the Criminal Justice Act 1960 as substituted by section 1 
of the Criminal Justice (Temporary Release of Prisoners) Act 2003 and as amended by section 
110 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006, which grants the Minister for Justice the power to make 
rules for the temporary release of persons serving a sentence of imprisonment, which has been 
done under the Prisoners (Temporary Release) Rules 2004 (S.I. No. 680 of 2004). 

Temporary Release powers conferred on the Minister are significantly curtailed for cer-
tain offences subject to minimum mandatory sentences and indefinite contempt of court.  As 
such, the Minister does not have the legislative authority to grant temporary release for re-
socialisation/reintegration, rehabilitative purposes in those cases, either directly or by delegated 
authority.  In such case, the only applications for temporary release that can be considered by 
the Minister are those for the grave reason of a humanitarian nature, and any release so granted 
shall be only of such limited duration as is justified by that reason.

28/02/2017WRH00200Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

28/02/2017WRH00300145. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the resources allocated to reintegration services and supports for persons leaving the prison 
system. [9919/17]
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28/02/2017WRH00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Prison Service that the service is committed to managing custodial sentences 
in a way which encourages and supports prisoners in their endeavouring to live law abiding and 
purposeful lives as valued members of society.  In order to achieve this aim the Irish Prison Ser-
vice and the Probation Service have a multi-agency approach involving considerable resources 
devoted to offender management and rehabilitation from pre to post-imprisonment in order to 
support planned re-integration, reduce re-offending and improve prisoner outcomes.  

Where the Courts have ordered the post-release supervision of offenders on completion of 
sentence, or in the case of life-sentenced prisoners released on reviewable conditional release 
by the Irish Prison Service, prison-based Probation Officers complete appropriate risk assess-
ments to inform future case management.  This case management is undertaken by Probation 
Officers in the community for the duration of the specified community sanction. 

In addition the Prison Service provide a range of services to prisoners to enhance their 
chance of successful reintegration. 

The Integrated Sentence Management process is  a prisoner centred, multi-disciplinary ap-
proach to working with prisoners with provision for initial assessment, goal setting and periodic 
review to measure progress. 

A primary function of the Psychology Service in prisons is to assist offenders address factors 
that place them at risk of re-offending including emotional regulation, mental health, substance 
abuse, sexual and violent offending.  Where deemed clinically appropriate, the Psychology Ser-
vice provides support to those who have been engaged with the Service who are transitioning 
between prison and community.     

The guiding principle which underpins the Prison Education Service and the Prison Work 
and Training Service is to make available work, work-training, education and other purposeful 
activities to assist offenders cope with their sentence, achieve personal development and pre-
pare for life after release. 

The Chaplaincy Service provides pastoral and spiritual care to any prisoners who wish to 
avail of the service.  The Irish Prison Service provides funding to the Irish Association for the 
Social Integration of Offenders (IASIO) for two operational services, the ‘Gate’ Service and the 
Resettlement Service. 

The ‘Gaining Access to Training and Employment’ (GATE) Service is a vocational service 
that offers guidance counselling and placement supports to referred prisoners with the overall 
aim of securing a placement in training, further education or employment post-release.  The Re-
settlement Service is a primary needs resettlement support service for prisoners with less than 
18 months left to serve.  The Resettlement Service provides one-to-one support from the prison 
to the community.  Since 2007, the Irish Prison Service has engaged Merchant’s Quay Ireland 
to develop and deliver an effective prison-based Addiction Counselling Service. 

Local review meetings are held in prisons on a regular basis where a prisoner’s sentence 
progression is discussed.  They are chaired by the Governor with the attendance of all members 
of the prison-based multi-disciplinary team.  Elements of these review discussions include the 
risk of re-offending on release, risk of homelessness on release, and proposed supports pre- and 
post-release in the case of prisoners being assessed for early release.

The Community Return Programme is an incentivised early release scheme co-managed by 
the Irish Prison Service and the Probation Service.  This involves an initiative whereby care-
fully selected prisoners can be granted reviewable temporary release coupled with a require-
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ment to do community service work in a supervised group setting.  In addition a Community 
Support Scheme has been introduced to reduce recidivism rates of short-term prisoners by 
arranging for additional support structures post release and by providing for a more structured 
form of temporary release.

The Irish Prison Service are actively engaged with senior management in the Department 
of Social Protection and Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government  
with an overall aim of establishing a protocol between Departments for the case management of 
offenders who are at risk of homelessness in line with Pillar 1 of ‘Rebuilding Ireland’.

A new release planning policy for the Irish Prison Service will shortly be put into place and 
will represent considerable improvements to current pre-release planning and practices in Irish 
prisons.  This policy will address issues arising for the individual in custody under six key pil-
lars: Housing/Accommodation Needs, Financial Supports, Healthcare, Public Safety and Statu-
tory Requirements, Families and Personal Relationships, Education, Training and Employment.

28/02/2017WRH00500Probation and Welfare Service Data

28/02/2017WRH00600146. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the resources allocated to the Probation Service during each of the past seven years; and the 
number of persons the service worked with during each of those years. [9920/17]

28/02/2017WRH00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The fol-
lowing table sets out the Probation Service’s budget and the number of offenders that it dealt 
with in the community for the years 2011 to 2017.

Year Budget Provision €000 Number of offenders dealt 
with in the community

2017 €46,245 ---
2016 €38,963 14,900*
2015 €38,326 14,927
2014 €37,295 15,134
2013 €38,119 15,984
2012 €40,171 15,080
2011 €41,253 14,845
*Note this is an estimated figure, the final figure will be published in the Probation Service’s 

2016 Annual Report in the coming months.

28/02/2017WRH00800Departmental Strategies

28/02/2017WRH00900147. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the resources required to fully implement the commitments contained in the second national 
strategy on domestic, sexual and gender based violence during the next three years. [9921/17]

28/02/2017WRH01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Sec-
ond National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence contains a range of 
legislative and administrative actions aimed at combatting domestic and sexual violence and 
its implementation is a priority for my Department.  The strategy is a whole of Government 
approach, involving seven Government Departments and a number of State bodies, including 
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Tusla and An Garda Síochána.  Many of the strategy’s actions can be delivered within current 
resource allocations.  As stated at the time of the strategy’s publication, it is intended that the 
strategy be a living document which will continue to be revised, added to and updated on an 
ongoing basis.  The resourcing of additional actions will form part of the normal estimates 
process.

In so far as my own Department is concerned, the Deputy may wish to note I launched the 
national awareness campaign in November 2016 as part of the Second National Strategy.  The 
overall aim of the campaign is to increase the awareness of domestic and sexual violence, to 
bring about a change in long established societal behaviours and attitudes and to activate by-
standers with the aim of decreasing and preventing this violence.  In order to run the campaign, 
I secured funding of €950,000 in each of the years 2016 and 2017 and an additional €200,000 
has been awarded under the Dormant Accounts Fund for the years 2016-2017 to deliver the 
message of the national campaign on a local level through media partnerships with service 
providers across the country. 

28/02/2017WRH01100Departmental Reports

28/02/2017WRH01200148. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to allocate funding for a second SAVI report. [9922/17]

28/02/2017WRH01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A second 
Sexual Assault and Violence in Ireland study (SAVI 2) would show the prevalence of and at-
titudes to sexual violence and elucidate how the experience has changed since SAVI 1.  The 
overall cost of a report is likely to be in the order of €1 million over three years.  A formal pro-
posal submitted by the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre recognised that, given the significant budget, 
funding would be divided between four Departments - the Departments of Justice and Equality, 
Children and Youth Affairs, Education and Skills, and Health.  I wrote to the relevant Ministers 
on this matter and expressed my support for the project.  The responses received make the vi-
ability of funding the project, as proposed, unlikely.

However, my Department continues to investigate the financial feasibility, resource impli-
cations and approaches to identifying a ring-fenced funding stream for undertaking a SAVI 2 
study and to explore obligations with regard to requisite public procurement arrangements.  
While I strongly recognise the value of further research in this area, I am sure the Deputy will 
accept that the right balance must be struck between the funding of front-line services and fund-
ing research.  I will, however, continue to pursue this matter. 

In the meantime, there are other sources of statistics that can be accessed.  The European 
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 2014 pan-European survey report on violence 
against women provides details of the prevalence of sexual violence by a partner or non-partner 
experienced by those women surveyed who are resident in Ireland.  Discussions have begun at a 
Eurostat level to explore the possibility of some form of replication of the FRA survey.  There is 
also the recent (June 2016) pan-European Eurobarometer survey on perceptions, attitudes and 
awareness of gender-based violence.  Figures on sexual violence in Ireland are also available 
from the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre, the Rape Crisis Network Ireland, the Central Statistics Of-
fice/An Garda Síochána, the Courts Service and Sexual Assault Treatment Units.

In addition, the Central Statistics Office are to explore the feasibility of including a module 
on sexual violence in its next roll-out of its crime and victimisation survey.  If it becomes an 
ongoing element of data gathering in CSO’s crime and victimisation survey, the information 
gleaned from this work will provide indications of trends over time of peoples’ experiences of 
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such violence.

28/02/2017WRH01400Garda Resources

28/02/2017WRH01500149. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the resources allocated to the Garda National Protective Services Bureau during each of the past 
five years. [9923/17]

28/02/2017WRH01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and Units and I, as Minister, 
have no direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that the allocation of 
Gardaí is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including 
crime trends, demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to 
ensure optimal use is made of Garda human resources. 

The Second National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2016-2021 
envisages a range of actions to be implemented by State, voluntary and community sector or-
ganisations aimed at preventing and responding to domestic, sexual and gender-based violence.  
An Garda Síochána is committed to supporting this strategy, and in 2015 a number of Garda 
units were brought together to leverage their experience and expertise in investigating serious 
crimes against the person including sexual offences to form the Garda National Protective Ser-
vices Bureau (GNPSB). 

The GNPSB is a specialist team dedicated to making sure each and every complaint relating 
to child protection, human trafficking and domestic and sexual violence is thoroughly inves-
tigated and handled correctly.  In addition, the GNPSB is responsible for working with other 
agencies to manage sex offenders in the interest of community safety.  As part of the Garda 
Commissioner’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 Protective Services Units 
(PSUs) are to be established in every Garda Division with specially trained staff.  These PSUs  
are to ensure a consistent approach to domestic abuse and sexual crime, which will be supported 
by the national Bureau.  The PSUs will work with the Garda Victim Service Offices in their area 
to ensure that the needs of victims are adequately catered for.

I am advised by the Commissioner that these Divisional PSUs are being rolled-out in two 
phases.  Phase 1 involves the establishment of three Units over a 12-month period on a pilot 
basis.  The pilot Divisions that have been identified are the Dublin Metropolitan Region West, 
Cork City, and the Louth Division.  The assessment of this pilot phase will inform the further 
roll-out to each Garda Division.

 I am informed by the Commissioner that as of 31 January 2017, the latest date for which 
figures are available, there were 29 members and 8 civilians assigned to the GNPSB.  As the 
GNPSB was only formed in 2015 when a number of Garda units were brought together it is 
only possible to provide figures for 2015 and 2016.  For the Deputy’s information, I have set 
this out in the following table:

Strength of Garda National Protective Services Bureau

- Garda Civilians
31 December 2015 29 4
31 December 2016 29 8
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28/02/2017WRH01700Magdalen Laundries Report

28/02/2017WRH01800150. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the cost to implement the 2013 proposals from a person (details supplied) on restorative justice. 
[9924/17]

28/02/2017WRH01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): This 
question relates to the proposals put forward by  Mr. Justice Quirke in his 2013 report following 
from the earlier publication of the report of an Inter-Departmental Committee, chaired by then 
Senator Martin McAleese, which had been set up to establish the facts of the State’s involve-
ment with the Magdalen Laundries.  The principal outcome of the Quirke report was the setting 
up of the Magdalen Laundries Restorative Justice Ex Gratia Scheme under the auspices of my 
Department.  That scheme covers the 10 different institutions referenced in the McAleese report 
as well as the laundry that was attached to Stanhope Street Training School and the Training 
School in Summerhill.

To date, awards have been made to 669 women under the ex-gratia scheme at a cumulative 
cost to the the Justice Vote just over €25m.  A further €254,000 has been paid to solicitors who 
advised applicants before signing the waiver.  

These sums specified above do not include other proposals made in the Quirke relating to 
pensions and medical costs which are borne on the Votes of the Departments of Social Protec-
tion and the HSE respectively, details of which I do not have.  The specified sums also do not 
include the staffing and administration costs of the dedicated unit set up in my Department to 
administer the ex-gratia scheme nor do they cover funding to the Irish Women Survivors Sup-
port Network (IWSSN).

There is not, as yet, a closing date for applications under the scheme but there is no indica-
tion that many more applications will be made.  When the scheme is finally closed, an overall 
assessment of its cost involving all Government agencies will be made.

28/02/2017WRH02000Human Rights

28/02/2017WRH02100151. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the actions her Department has taken to fulfil its public sector duty obligations. [9925/17]

28/02/2017WRH02200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 
42 of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014 outlines a positive duty on 
public bodies to have regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, promote equality and pro-
tect the human rights of staff and the persons to whom services are provided.  It also requires 
public bodies to carry out an assessment of the human rights and equality issues relevant to their 
functions and purpose and to set out the policies, plans and actions in place or proposed to be 
put in place to address those issues.

My Department’s Statement of Strategy 2016-2019 was published on 14 February which 
commits the organisation to carrying out the necessary assessment.  This will be completed as 
quickly as possible, following which the relevant actions will be set out and put in place, includ-
ing enhanced staff training and information as appropriate.

28/02/2017WRH02300Wards of Court
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28/02/2017WRH02400152. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to review all current wards of court; and the timeframe during which this will happen. 
[9926/17]

28/02/2017WRH02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy may be aware, the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 was signed into law 
on 30 December 2015.  The Act provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-
making by adults with capacity difficulties and is being commenced on a phased basis.  It 
is intended that significant progress will be made in 2017 on the implementation of the new 
decision-making support options provided for in the Act. 

The specific decision-making supports available under the Act to adults with capacity dif-
ficulties are decision-making assistants, co-decision-makers and decision-making representa-
tives who will be supervised by the Director of the Decision Support Service.  New administra-
tive processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Decision Support Service 
within the Mental Health Commission must be put in place before the substantive provisions 
of the Act come into force.  A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from my 
Department, the Department of Health and the Mental Health Commission is overseeing the 
establishment and commissioning of the Decision Support Service. 

In relation to Wards of Court, the Act provides that adults currently in wardship will transi-
tion to the new decision-making support arrangements provided for in the Act on a phased basis 
over 3 years from the commencement of Part 6 of the Act.  Once Part 6 is operational, each 
ward will be reviewed by the wardship court in accordance with the new system.  A ward who 
is found to have capacity will be discharged from wardship.  A ward who continues to have 
capacity needs will be discharged from wardship and offered the decision-making support op-
tion most appropriate to his or her needs.  The new support options must be operational before 
the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871 can be repealed and the transition for wardship can 
commence.  In the interim, capacity cases will continue to be dealt with by the wardship court.

28/02/2017WRH02600Road Traffic Offences

28/02/2017WRH02700153. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
a private firm will be engaged to examine the samples taken from motorists as part of roadside 
drug testing which is to be commenced in Easter 2017; if so, the details of the firms engaged; if 
there was a tender process; the way this company was selected; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9961/17]

28/02/2017WRH02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the information requested by the 
Deputy and I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of the relevant information.

28/02/2017WRH02900Living Wage

28/02/2017WRH03000154. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed by her 
Department, or by agencies funded by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10104/17]

28/02/2017WRH03100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can in-
form the Deputy that based on current staffing figures, the additional annual salary cost to my 
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Department of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour is estimated to be €1,085,377.71 
for 344 staff. 

These figures include bodies under the aegis of my Department with the exception of An 
Garda Síochána.  I have asked An Garda Síochána to provide the information directly to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.

28/02/2017WRH03200Immigration Policy

28/02/2017WRH03300155. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if her 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the European Commission, in December 2016, recom-
mended that member states resume sending asylum seekers who first entered the EU in Greece 
back to Greece from March 2017; and the exact date that this will start happening. [10146/17]

28/02/2017WRH03400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): On 8 
December 2016, the European Commission issued a Recommendation to Greece proposing 
the gradual resumption of transfers to Greece under the Dublin Regulation.  The gradual nature 
reflects the ongoing migratory pressures faced by Greece and the challenges which still exist 
in the Greek asylum system, particularly in relation to reception conditions, the treatment of 
vulnerable applicants and the timeframe for the processing of applications.  The Recommenda-
tion further sets out that transfers to Greece should only be resumed on the basis of individual 
assurances for each returnee to be given by the Greek authorities with a guarantee that they will 
be treated with dignity.  Guarantees must also be given that the applicant will be treated in ac-
cordance with EU law.  No transfers of unaccompanied minors are foreseen for the time being.  
The resumption of transfers is not to be applied retroactively and will only apply to applicants 
who have entered Greece irregularly from 15 March 2017 onwards or for whom Greece is re-
sponsible from this date under the Dublin Regulation criteria. 

A team of Member States’ experts will be established by the European Asylum Support 
Office (EASO) to report on whether or not the applicants to be transferred back to Greece are 
being treated in accordance with the guarantees received from Greece.  The Commission will 
regularly monitor progress on the implementation of these recommendations and has indicated 
that it will issue further recommendations if required.  The Recommendation notes that ex-
clusive competence for the decision in respect of transfers to Greece rests with the individual 
Member States’ authorities under the control of the courts, which may make preliminary refer-
ences to the European Court of Justice on the interpretation of the Dublin Regulation.

28/02/2017WRH03500Immigration Data

28/02/2017WRH03600156. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the cur-
rent waiting time for stamp 4 visa applications; the actions her Department is taking to decrease 
waiting times; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10171/17]

28/02/2017WRH03700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I under-
stand that the Deputy’s question relates to an EU Free Movement application. 

I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Depart-
ment that there is a significant caseload on hands across a number of EU Treaty Rights process-
ing streams.  INIS endeavours to process all such applications within the six month statutory 
timeframe as set out under the provisions of the European Communities (Free Movement of 
Persons) Regulations 2015.  Some cases may require additional checks and accordingly, pro-
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cessing times may vary.  If the Deputy has specific details of an individual case, it will be pos-
sible to provide more definitive information.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS by e-mail using Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2017WRH03800Immigration Controls

28/02/2017WRH03900157. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of times the INIS online appointment booking system for immigration registration has crashed 
or gone offline since it was launched in September 2016; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10172/17]

28/02/2017WRH04000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by officials in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that 
the new Appointment Management System (AMS) was introduced in September 2016.  Since 
then, over 42,000 appointments have been made.  This system brought an end for the need for 
customers to queue at the Burgh Quay offices for registration purposes.  The autumn is the 
busiest period in the office and over 2,000 more appointments were made in autumn 2016 as 
compared to autumn 2015.  During the first quarter of 2017, an additional 2,500 appointments 
were offered, as compared to the same period in 2016. 

At the launch of the AMS back in September there was a minor technical issue with the 
design of the system and it was taken off line for four days while this was rectified.  Apart from 
that there was one outage of two hours in October and two others for a matter of minutes.  It 
should be noted that the system operates on a 24 hour, seven days a week basis and apart from 
scheduled maintenance on one Saturday each month, it has had over 95% availability since ‘go 
live’.  

INIS advises applicants to book an appointment up to ten weeks before their permission 
expires.  Applicants who have not managed to secure an appointment before the expiry of their 
permission should check the website at 2:30pm daily to secure an early appointment.  I under-
stand that INIS regularly monitors the system and will refine it as required.  I am informed that 
INIS recognises that emergency situations can arise.  Such cases are with dealt with on a case 
by case basis and enquiries should be sent to burghquayregoffice@justice.ie.  Since September 
the Burgh Quay registration office has facilitated in the region of 800 emergency appointments.

28/02/2017WRJ00150Garda Deployment

28/02/2017WRJ00200158. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí allocated to the Blanchardstown Garda division; the number of community 
gardaí assigned to that district; the number of new recruits assigned to Dublin 15; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [10185/17]

28/02/2017WRJ00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and Units and I, as Minister, 
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have no direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that the allocation of 
Gardaí is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including 
crime trends, demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to 
ensure optimal use is made of Garda human resources. 

Blanchardstown Garda District forms part of the DMR West Division. I am informed by 
the Garda Commissioner that the Garda strength of the DMR West Division on the 31 Janu-
ary 2017, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 672 and the strength of 
Blanchardstown District was 309 which includes 27 Community Gardaí.  When appropriate, 
the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau, and the Garda 
National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

The Commissioner has advised that it is the case that all Gardaí have a role to play in ad-
dressing community policing issues as and when the need arises.  In that sense, community 
policing involves far more than a single unit within An Garda Síochána.  Community policing 
is at the heart of An Garda Síochána.  It provides a means of recognising that every commu-
nity – both urban and rural – has its own concerns and expectations. In this regard I welcome 
the strong emphasis placed by the Commissioner’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 
2016-2021 on further developing and supporting the community policing ethos of the organisa-
tion so that Gardaí spend more time in the community, gaining public confidence and trust and 
providing a greater sense of security.  Proposed initiatives include the establishment of local 
Community Policing Teams (CPTs) headed by an Inspector and made up of Gardaí from across 
a range of areas to proactively work with the community to prevent and detect crime; and the 
establishment of Community Safety Fora in every District comprising local Gardaí, local com-
munities and key stakeholders. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  This year, funding has been provided 
for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging 
reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána. Funding has also been provided for the recruitment 
of 300 Garda Reserves.

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, 838 recruits have attested as 
members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, 76 of 
whom have been assigned to DMR West, Blanchardstown District.  I am also informed by the 
Commissioner that another 750 trainee Garda are scheduled to attest this year which will see 
Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increase to around the 13,500 mark by 
year end.

This focus on investment in personnel is critical.  The moratorium on recruitment intro-
duced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are 
now rebuilding the organisation and providing the Commissioner with the resources she needs 
to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí across every Garda District, including the 
Blanchardstown District in the coming years. 

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million for 
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new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan.  This investment will also 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will see an increase in Garda visibility in our communities.

28/02/2017WRJ00350Protected Disclosures

28/02/2017WRJ00400159. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if a 
disclosure can be made by a member of the public regarding the Courts Service of Ireland under 
the Protected Disclosures Act 2014.  [10240/17]

28/02/2017WRJ00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its func-
tions, which include the provision of information on the courts system.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the remit of Protected Disclosures Act 2014 does not al-
low for a member of the public to make a protected disclosure in respect of public bodies such 
as the Courts Service. 

The Protected Disclosures Act 2014 is intended to provide a robust statutory framework 
within which workers can raise concerns regarding potential wrongdoing that has come to their 
attention in the workplace in the knowledge that they can avail of significant employment and 
other protections if they are penalised by their employer or suffer any detriment for doing so.  
Under the Act, a worker is defined as an employee or former employee of the body in question; 
a protected disclosure is defined as a disclosure of information which, in the reasonable belief of 
the worker, tends to show one or more relevant wrongdoings which came to the attention of the 
worker in connection with the worker’s employment and is made by the worker in accordance 
with the Act.

The Courts Service has also informed me that it has a formal complaints procedure in place 
to deal with complaints received from customers and a Customer Complaints Form is available 
on the Courts Service website - www.courts.ie.  Furthermore, with regard to the performance 
of its administrative functions, the Courts Service is subject to review by the Office of the Om-
budsman who can investigate complaints made by members of the public.

  Questions No. 160  and 161 answered with Question No. 95.

28/02/2017WRJ00650Visa Applications

28/02/2017WRJ00700162. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of a visa application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10296/17]

28/02/2017WRJ00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person in question made an application for Family Reunification in respect of her parents in 
October 2016.  The application is currently being processed in accordance with the provisions 
of the Refugee Act 1996, (as amended).  Cases for family reunification are dealt with in strict 
chronological order by the Family Reunification section to ensure fairness to all applicants.  
The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
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cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of Parliamentary Questions 
process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response 
from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2017WRJ00850Direct Provision System

28/02/2017WRJ00900163. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans to implement the remaining recommendations made in the report of the working group 
on improvements to the protection process, including direct provision and other supports for 
asylum seekers; when it is expected that all the recommendations will be implemented; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [10313/17]

28/02/2017WRJ01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am 
pleased to inform the Deputy that, last Thursday, Minister of State Stanton and I published a 
report showing further significant progress in implementing the recommendations of the Report 
of the Working Group on Improvements to the Protection Process including Direct Provision 
and other supports for asylum seekers. 

A total of 121 of the recommendations are now implemented, with a further 38 partially 
implemented or in progress.  This means that 92% of the Report’s 173 recommendations are 
now implemented, partially implemented or are in progress.  This is a significant increase on 
the 80% reported in the first audit of progress published last June.  I gave a clear commitment 
last June when Minister Stanton and I published the first audit of progress that the process of 
implementation would continue.  I am especially pleased that the key recommendation of the 
Working Group, the introduction of a single application procedure within our international pro-
tection process, has been implemented, following commencement of the International Protec-
tion Act, 2015 on 31 December last.  

Under the single procedure, an applicant will make one application, and will have all grounds 
for seeking international protection and to be permitted to remain in the State examined and 
determined in one process.  This will positively address another key recommendation of the 
Working Group, the length of time which applicants spend in the process and consequently in 
the Direct Provision system.

I can also confirm that legal issues around the extension of the remit of the Offices of the 
Ombudsman and the Ombudsman for Children to include access for residents in Direct Provi-
sion centres have now been clarified.  I am pleased to say we can now give effect to this recom-
mendation and I expect that information will immediately be made available by both Offices to 
residents in all accommodation centres.

The latest audit report also highlights the many improvements in living conditions for ap-
plicants and their families in Direct Provision Centres including the introduction of an inde-
pendent living system in Mosney which will be rolled out to other centres during the course of 
2017 and beyond.  These improvements are in line with our commitment in the Programme for 
a Partnership Government to reform the Direct Provision system.  

Significant progress has also been made in dealing with those in the protection process for 
the longest time.  When the Working Group examined the figures in 2015 there were 2,695 
people in Direct Provision for 3 or more years.  As of 1 January this year, this has been reduced 
by 55% to 1,204 people.  The number of people in the system for 5 years or more has reduced 
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by 58% from 1,946 to 811.  Only 251 of these are awaiting a final decision on their protection 
application and the vast majority of these cannot be processed for various reasons such as pend-
ing judicial review proceedings.  In effect, this means that almost all cases in the Direct Provi-
sion system for over five years that can be processed have been.  

Details of progress on all of the 173 recommendations are available in the audit report which 
has been posted on my Department’s website and on the website of the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service. 

28/02/2017WRJ01050Garda Operations

28/02/2017WRJ01100164. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she will report on Garda operation “Sign-Off”; the number of vehicles seized to date; the 
number of those vehicles seized that were scrapped; the number of persons arrested and charged 
to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [10359/17]

28/02/2017WRJ01200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the statistics requested by the Deputy 
and I will contact the Deputy directly upon receipt of the relevant information.  

28/02/2017WRJ01250Garda Resources

28/02/2017WRJ01300165. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the additional specialist equipment and personnel she will allocate to the Garda cybercrime 
unit; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [10360/17]

28/02/2017WRJ01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources 
within the organisation, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.  I am assured by 
the Commissioner that the allocation of resources is continually monitored and reviewed taking 
into account all relevant factors including crime trends, demographics, and security assessments 
relating to the area in question so as to ensure optimal use is made of Garda human resources.

  The Commissioner’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 provided for the 
review and restructuring of the Computer Crime Investigation Unit (CCIU) to establish a dedi-
cated Garda Cyber Crime Bureau to ensure An Garda Síochána has the capacity and capabilities 
to deal with cyber crime and cyber security.

I am informed by the Commissioner that the Garda Cyber Crime Bureau, under the direction 
of Assistant Commissioner Special Crime Operations, is headed by a Detective Superintendent 
who is supported by a Detective Inspector, a Detective Sergeant, two Sergeants; four Detective 
Gardaí, eight Gardaí, and three clerical support staff.  A competition for appointment of Detec-
tive Gardaí and Sergeants to Special Crime Operations has recently been completed and the 
needs of the specialist Garda Bureaus including the Cyber Crime Bureau will be considered, 
when successful candidates are being assigned.  

I am also advised by Garda management that two pilot regional cyber units have already 
been established in the Southern and South-Eastern Regions.

In addition, the Garda authorities are continually looking to ensure that the latest informa-
tion, communications and forensic technologies are sourced and deployed to ensure that An 
Garda Síochána will be properly resourced to meet the evolving needs of a modern effective 
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police force and to take advantage of proven up to date technological developments in crime 
detection and prevention as they occur.  Further, a module on cyber crime investigation has 
been included in the training programme for all trainee Gardaí, with all other Garda personnel 
receiving training in cyber crime awareness and cyber crime investigation through the Garda 
Continuous Professional Development network.  

The Cyber Crime Bureau will continue to strengthen its links with the National Cyber Secu-
rity Centre; industry partners; national and international stakeholders; and the UCD Centre for 
Cybersecurity and Cybercrime Investigation in the areas of research, development and training, 
as well as working closely with law enforcement partners to maintain and develop the capacity 
of An Garda Síochána to investigate and prevent cyber crime and improve cyber security.

The establishment of the Bureau is also supported by the significant investment of an addi-
tional €205 million in Garda ICT under the Government’s Capital Plan between 2016 and 2021.  
This investment will enable An Garda Síochána to deploy the latest cutting edge technologies 
in the fight against crime and will ensure that An Garda Síochána has the capacity to provide 
effective policing services in response to the evolving challenges of modern day criminal activ-
ity, including cyber crime.

28/02/2017WRJ01450Garda Operations

28/02/2017WRJ01500166. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the additional immediate steps An Garda Síochána will take to deal with the increased num-
ber of burglaries in an area (details supplied) since Christmas 2016; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [10362/17]

28/02/2017WRJ01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that the response to burglary or other forms of crime in a local area is an 
operational matter for an Garda Síochána, and I have no direct role in this regard. I am assured 
that Garda resources are deployed to respond to crime trends and policing needs at local level.  
To be of assistance, I have brought the Deputy’s concerns in relation to the Donaghmede area 
to the attention of the Garda authorities. 

More generally, the Deputy will be aware that Operation Thor has been put in place to 
tackle burglary and related crimes, in both rural and urban areas.  It is encouraging to note that 
since the launch of the operation in November 2015, burglary figures have shown a significant 
downward trend.  The most recent CSO official recorded crime statistics for Q3 of 2016 show a 
decrease of 31% in burglary for the twelve months ending 30 September 2016 compared to the 
previous twelve month period.  In fact, Raheny Garda Station, which services the Donaghmede 
area, recorded a reduction in burglary of 33% in 2015 when compared to the previous year.  
This reflects the success of the concerted Garda drive against crime being implemented under 
Operation Thor.

Operation Thor has seen 38,894 crime prevention patrols and in the order of 50,823  tar-
geted checkpoints nationwide.  There have also been in the region of 3,053 arrests and 3,733 
charges covering a range of offences which, in addition to burglary, have included handling 
stolen property, possession of firearms and drugs offences.  

We have also seen the enactment of specific legislation targeting prolific burglars in the 
Criminal Justice (Burglary of Dwellings) Act 2015.  I am pleased that these provisions are now 
available to Gardaí in relation to prosecutions arising from the concentrated drive against crime 
which is being implemented under Operation Thor, which is supported by very significant in-
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vestments in Garda resources.  In addition, the Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA 
Database System) Act was commenced a year ago and introduced the DNA database, which 
provides gardaí with investigative links (‘hits’) between people and unsolved crimes including 
burglaries.  It is anticipated that this should significantly assist in improving detection rates for 
burglary over the coming years. 

Underpinning all of these measures is the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen com-
munity engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.  It is important we build 
on the success of Operation Thor by ensuring that Garda numbers continue to increase.  The 
Government has in place a plan to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 
2021 comprising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, 
funding has been provided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to 
support the wide ranging reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Appointments will also be 
made to the Garda Reserve of approximately 300. 

  Question No. 167 answered with Question No. 108.

28/02/2017WRJ01750Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRJ01800168. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the tribunals established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts, 1921 to 2011, in tabu-
lar form; the number of days each tribunal sat; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [10772/17]

28/02/2017WRJ01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy in respect of Tribunals established under the aegis of my 
Department is provided in the table following.  It is not feasible to provide information relating 
to tribunals from earlier eras due to the time elapsed.

Name of Tribunal Year established Number of Days 
Tribunal Sat

Gross Cost of Tribu-
nal

Tribunal of Inquiry 
into whether Irish 
officials colluded in 
the murder of two 
RUC officers on 20 
March 1989

2005 133 €19.4m to date*

Tribunal of Inquiry 
into the shooting 
of John Carthy in 
Abbeylara, County 
Longford on 20 April 
2000

2002 208 €20.7m

Tribunal of Inquiry 
concerning some 
Gardaí of the Done-
gal Division

2002 686 €68.695m

Tribunal of Inquiry 
into the “Kerry Ba-
bies” case 

1984 82 £1.645m (punts)
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*  There remain some outstanding third party legal costs.

28/02/2017WRJ01950Tax Reliefs Data

28/02/2017WRJ02000169. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the amount that has been pro-
vided to recipients under section 482 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 since 2011 in tabular 
form. [9760/17]

28/02/2017WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that section 
482 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 was introduced for the purpose of assisting the preser-
vation of our built heritage by giving tax relief to the owners or occupiers of significant build-
ings or gardens on the expenditure incurred by them on the repair, maintenance and restoration 
of those properties.

This scheme applies to an approved building, an approved garden existing independently, 
or an approved object contained within the house or garden, to which reasonable access is af-
forded to the public or where the building is a guest house approved by Fáilte Ireland.  

A building or garden must receive a determination from the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Re-
gional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to the effect that it is a building or garden which is intrinsi-
cally of significant horticultural, scientific, historical, architectural or aesthetic interest, before 
it can qualify for tax relief.

Revenue has provided the following statistics in relation to the scheme.

 Cost of Tax Relief Number of Claimants
2011 €3m 150
2012 €2.1m 110
2013 €2.1m 120
2014* €2.8m 158
* Last year for which figures are available

28/02/2017WRJ02150Tax Exemptions

28/02/2017WRJ02200170. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications for 
the artists’ tax exemption scheme that have been rejected since 2011 by year; and the reason for 
their rejection.  [9837/17]

28/02/2017WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by Revenue that 
section 195 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA 1997) empowers Revenue to make a 
determination that certain artistic works are original and creative works generally recognised as 
having cultural or artistic merit.  Where a determination is not made in effect the application is 
rejected.  There is a right of appeal to an independent appeal body where the Revenue declines 
to issue a determination. 

The scheme provides that Revenue can make determinations in respect of artistic works in 
the following categories only:

1.  a book or other writing

2.  a play
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3.  a musical composition

4.  a painting or other like picture

5.  a sculpture.

Where a determination is made by Revenue in respect of a work, income arising from that 
work, up to a maximum of €50,000 per annum, is exempt from income tax. 

In accordance with the provisions of section 195 TCA 1997, the Arts Council and the then 
Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht drew up guidelines for determining whether a 
work within the specified categories is an original and creative work and whether it has, or is 
generally recognised as having cultural or artistic merit.

Revenue has provided the following statistics regarding the Artists’ Exemption Scheme for 
the period 2011 to 2016.

Year Number of Applications 
made to Revenue 

Number of cases where a 
determination was not made 

2011 417 69
2012 385 64
2013 433 65
2014 404 39
2015 342 40
2016 368 36
I am further advised by Revenue that each application is decided on its own merits in ac-

cordance with the provisions of section 195 and the guidelines drawn up by the Arts Council 
and the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  Where a determination is not granted 
it is because the work does not come within the terms of the legislation and/or the guidelines.

28/02/2017WRJ02350Vehicle Registration

28/02/2017WRJ02400171. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the sanctions that apply when a 
person who is not an accredited diplomat imports and drives a diplomatic vehicle, that is, a 
vehicle displaying diplomatic plates here.  [10225/17]

28/02/2017WRJ02500174. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if every diplomatic vehicle im-
ported here must, by law, be registered with a diplomatic mission.  [10305/17]

28/02/2017WRJ02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 171 
and 174 together.

Ireland does not operate a special vehicle registration system for vehicles for use by Dip-
lomats or other persons entitled to diplomatic privileges.  All vehicles registered in Ireland 
are assigned registration numbers that follow the numbering system provided for in Statutory 
Instrument No. 318 of 1992 (Vehicle Registration and Taxation Regulations 1992).  As such 
‘diplomatic plates’ have no meaning or status in VRT law.

Diplomats and other persons entitled to diplomatic privileges are exempt from VRT and 
VAT on the purchase and registration of a vehicle provided their entitlement to this exemption 
is confirmed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
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28/02/2017WRJ02650Primary Medical Certificates Eligibility

28/02/2017WRJ02700172. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance his plans to broaden the 
spectrum of disabilities that are accepted under the primary certificate scheme in conjunction 
with the Department of Health (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[10254/17]

28/02/2017WRJ02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and Vehicle Registration Tax (up 
to a certain limit), an exemption from motor tax and a grant in respect of fuel, on the purchase of 
an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent physical disabilities. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate.  To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

 -  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

 -  be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

 -  be without both hands or without both arms;

 -  be without one or both legs;

 -  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

 -  have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Scheme and qualifying criteria were designed specifically for those with severe physi-
cal disabilities and are, therefore, necessarily precise.  

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme is estimated to have cost of the order of €65m 
in 2016.  This figure does not include the revenue foregone to the Local Government Fund in 
the respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

The disability criteria for the tax concessions available under the scheme have changed 
over time.  When the scheme was first introduced in 1968, the legislation only allowed for one 
medical ground.  In 1989, four new medical grounds were added and in 1994, one new medical 
ground was added. 

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities.  I have managed to maintain the relief at current levels throughout the cri-
sis despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation.  From time to time I receive rep-
resentations from individuals who feel they would benefit from the Scheme but do not qualify 
under the six criteria.  While I have sympathy for these cases, given the scale and scope of the 
Scheme, I have no plans to expand the medical criteria beyond the six currently provided for in 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

28/02/2017WRK00150Tribunals of Inquiry Recommendations
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28/02/2017WRK00200173. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a full 
report on the actions and investigations being taken on foot of the reports of the Moriarty tribu-
nal; the status of these investigations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10267/17]

28/02/2017WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question the 
Moriarty Tribunal made a number of recommendations which affected a number of Govern-
ment Departments. As Minister for Finance I can only respond in relation to the recommenda-
tions made in relation to my own Department.

The tribunal pointed out problems to be addressed in our system of financial regulation.  Poor 
supervision, an overly-deferential attitude by regulators, poor assessment of risks and a lack of 
follow-through on enforcement, all played a part in the financial crisis.  I and my European 
counterparts have been working steadfastly since the financial crisis to bring about strengthened 
oversight and resolution regimes.  The entire financial services landscape has changed utterly, 
characterised by the presence of new European institutions; strengthened regulations; a more 
intrusive supervisory approach; and a new focus on macroprudential requirements.

New European regulations have strengthened controls over the banking system and have 
resulted in an overhaul of regulation, supervision and resolution regimes.  The capital require-
ments’ regulation and directive, which came into force in 2014, brought about significant en-
hancements in the quality and quantity of capital that banks are required to hold and the setting 
of minimum liquidity requirements. 

The Banking Recovery and Resolution Directive (BRRD) and the Single Resolution Mech-
anism have transformed the framework for dealing with failing banks and are designed to pro-
vide a financial safety net and a means for recovery and resolution with minimum disruption to 
the sovereign.  The overarching objective of the BRRD is to shift the cost of bank failure from 
taxpayers to shareholders and creditors of the institutions themselves. 

The Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM) is now responsible for the prudential supervi-
sion framework for euro area banks.  The central piece of the SSM supervisory process is the 
Supervisory Review and Evaluation Process (SREP) under which ECB led joint supervisory 
teams inspect business models, internal governance, profitability and banking risks.

All of these new regulations and institutional arrangements have been designed to address 
the challenges of banking oversight and resolution at a European level and provide for a proac-
tive approach towards systemic and emergent risks at a European level.

Besides the introduction of new European and national regulations, the Central Bank too 
has increased its resources and has become more pro-active in addressing systemic risk.

In response to the Tribunal recommendations I considered the provision of tax relief for do-
nations to political parties and decided against introducing such relief.  The Electoral (Amend-
ment) (Political Funding) Act 2012 provided for changes to the Electoral Act, 1997 and im-
posed new limits for donations.  Donations to individuals exceeding €600 must be declared and 
donations exceeding €1,000 in any one year may not be accepted.  Political party donations 
greater than €1,500 must be declared and donations greater than €2,500 in any one year may not 
be accepted.  These limits, in themselves, should act to deter any attempts by wealthy individu-
als to influence political activity.

Recommendation: Representations to Revenue by Office holders - 

In relation to this proposal, I remain of the view that this recommendation could best be 
considered in the context of the Government’s overall approach to political and parliamentary 
reform.  Representations are a valid part of the political process.  The Government may wish to 



28 February 2017

187

consider whether this recommendation should be confined to Revenue, or to Office holders, or 
whether the Commissioners decision to publish data on the volume of representations made by 
each Deputy is an adequate response.

The Office of the Revenue Commissioners has advised in relation to the following  recom-
mendations of the Moriarty Tribunal that:

Recommendation: Independence of the Revenue Commissioners- 

Section 101 of the Minister and Secretaries (Amendment) Act 2011 placed on a statutory 
basis the independence of the Revenue Commissioners in the exercise by the Commissioners 
of their statutory functions under the various taxation and customs enactments.  This has given 
effect to the recommendation of the Report of the Tribunal into Payments to Politicians and 
Related Matters (that is, the report of Mr. Justice Moriarty), that the principle or convention 
of the independence of the Revenue Commissioners be placed on the more robust status of a 
legislative provision.

  Recommendation: Transmission to other agencies of information obtained by Rev-
enue under bilateral agreements- This recommendation has been considered. These agree-
ments are international treaties which are very precisely drawn as to the purpose for which in-
formation may be used and would not permit such transmission. However if opportunities arise 
in the future, the Commissioners will consider the matter further. The Deputy will appreciate 
that Revenue is not in a position to comment on matters relating to individuals for reasons of 
taxpayer confidentiality.

  Question No. 174 answered with Question No. 171.

28/02/2017WRK00450Mortgage Data

28/02/2017WRK00500175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when the Central Bank will 
next publish statistics on mortgage arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9549/17]

28/02/2017WRK00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I refer the Deputy to the Central Bank’s 
website at www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/Documents/Publication%20Calendar%202017.
pdf, which indicates that the next bulletin on Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions 
Statistics will be released in mid-March. That bulletin will cover the period to end-Decem-
ber 2016.  The quarterly data is available at www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/mortgagearrears/
Pages/releases.aspx.

28/02/2017WRK00650Property Tax

28/02/2017WRK00700176. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if it is the case that where a regis-
tered charity purchases a home, that charity will not refund the local property tax, LPT, paid by 
the previous owner, despite the fact that the norm is that a house purchaser refunds the seller the 
amount of LPT paid from the date of the sale to the end of the following year, if the seller has 
paid the LPT in November of the previous year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[9590/17]

28/02/2017WRK00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 13 of the Finance (Local Prop-
erty Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that the owner of a relevant residential property on 
the ‘liability date’ is liable to pay the LPT charge for that year.  The ‘liability date’ is always 1 
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November in the preceding year, for example 1 November 2016 is the ‘liability date’ for 2017.  
The only exception in this regard was the 2013 ‘half year’ where the ‘liability date’ was 1 May 
2013.

In circumstances where a relevant residential property is sold after the ‘liability date’, the 
vendor remains liable to pay the tax for the following year.  This remains the case even if the 
sale is completed before the start of the calendar year.  The intended usage of the property by 
the new owners has no bearing on its LPT status until the next ‘liability date’, for example 1 
November 2017 in respect of the 2018 tax year. 

Revenue has confirmed that the property in question was sold after 1 November 2016 and 
as a consequence the vendor is correctly liable to pay LPT for 2017.  The purchaser is not liable 
until 2018.  Any agreements between the vendor and the purchaser to either ‘share’ the 2017 
liability or to refund the tax (to the vendor) are outside the legislation as set down and have no 
statutory basis.

28/02/2017WRK00850Mortgage Interest Rates

28/02/2017WRK00900177. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the steps being taken to en-
sure that all banks pass on the reductions in variable mortgage rates to their mortgage custom-
ers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9638/17]

28/02/2017WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of standard variable mortgage 
rates is a significant one for this Government and it has made it clear that it is not acceptable for 
lenders to charge excessive rates on such mortgages.  The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment, therefore, sets out a number of important and practical measures which can be taken to 
improve the position of variable rate mortgage holders.

Firstly, it wishes to promote competition in the supply of mortgage finance.  To that end, the 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) will work with the Central Bank 
to set out options for Government in terms of market structure, legislation and regulation to 
lower the cost of secured mortgage lending and to improve the degree of competition and con-
sumer protection.  Pursuant to section 10(3) of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 
2014, the CCPC will undertake an exercise which will involve:-

(i) setting out how competition in the mortgage market operates in terms of interest rates 
and mortgage approval with a focus on outcomes in comparator jurisdictions;

(ii) setting out what consumers want and expect in a properly functioning mortgage market;

(iii) identifying gaps where competition or consumer protection is inadequate, including a 
survey of potential new entrants (both traditional and non-traditional) on barriers to entry into 
the Irish mortgage market;

(iv) outlining of options, including their likely benefits and costs, to reduce the cost of se-
cured mortgage lending and to improve competition and consumer protection in terms of mar-
ket structure, legislation and regulation.

In liaison with the Central Bank, the CCPC has now commenced this work and this week 
announced a public consultation to gather all views about the future of the Irish mortgage mar-
ket. The closing date for submissions is 20 March 2017.  The CCPC will produce a final report 
outlining their proposals by the end of May 2017.  For more information on this please see the 
following link: www.ccpc.ie/news/2017-02-20-future-irelands-mortgage-market-ccpc-opens-
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public-consultation.

Secondly, the Government considers that measures to encourage and promote a greater 
level of switching in the mortgage market would also help boost the level of competition in the 
market for existing mortgages.  In particular, the Programme for Government considers that 
the development of a code of conduct for switching mortgage provider would be a useful and 
practical initiative which would have the potential to deliver savings to many existing mortgage 
holders.  To that end, the Central Bank has commenced a programme of research on this topic 
and the Bank has indicated that the output of this work will be used to inform its consideration 
of the need for any future work in the area of mortgage switching and specifically around the 
need for a mortgage switching code.  

A healthy commercial banking system that is in a position to provide finance to customers 
and is resilient to economic and financial market shocks, needs to be able to generate sustain-
able profits over the long term   for example, sufficient profit levels to absorb credit losses over 
the credit cycle while still generating capital.  In Ireland, the mis-pricing of risks in historical 
lending continues to be a significant contributor to weak profitability, as evidenced by the con-
tinued high level of non-performing loans, prevalence of very low yielding tracker mortgages, 
and low net interest margins.

It also needs to be noted that the residential mortgage market is evolving and that it now 
comprises, inter alia, fixed interest rate mortgages, loan to value managed variable rate mort-
gages, trackers and restructured mortgages of various types.  Therefore, the residential mortgage 
market cannot be assessed by only looking at standard variable rate mortgages, and any assess-
ment, would need to consider the large number of different factors that influence interest rate 
pricing.  The provision of clear information to consumers on mortgage products is, therefore, 
very important.  The Central Bank requires that all mortgages are advertised and sold in accor-
dance with the requirements of financial services legislation (including Central Bank Codes), 
and that consumers who choose a given mortgage product (or to switch to a new product) are 
treated in accordance with these requirements in the context of the product they have chosen.  
Also, the Central Bank has recently made changes to better inform and protect variable rate 
mortgage holders in relation to changes in the mortgage rate.  The enhanced measures, which 
are provided for in an Addendum to the Consumer Protection Code 2012 and are effective from 
1 February, will require lenders to explain to borrowers how their variable interest rates have 
been set, including in the event of an increase.  The measures will also improve the level of 
information to be provided to borrowers about other mortgage products their lender provides 
that could provide savings for the borrower and signpost borrowers to the CCPC’s mortgage 
switching tool.  Central Bank research has also showed that there is scope for borrowers to save 
money by switching mortgages.

In overall terms, the Government is of the opinion that increased competition rather than 
administrative controls is the best way to ensure that retail lending rates are driven down in a 
sustainable way for the market as a whole but without giving rise to potentially undesirable 
consequences for the provision of new mortgage lending.  This is a policy area that the Gov-
ernment will keep under active review in its ongoing engagement with mortgage lenders and 
in implementing the Programme for Government commitments to help deliver on a long term 
basis better outcomes for all mortgage borrowers.  

28/02/2017WRK01050Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRK01100178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the legal fees incurred on 
freedom of information, FOI, requests received by his Department; the staff hours involved in 
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the processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [9678/17]

28/02/2017WRK01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question, 
my Department has not incurred any legal fees on FOI requests.  The Department’s internal Le-
gal Unit provides ad-hoc legal support to Deciding Officers and Internal Reviewers in relation 
to FOI where appropriate.

With regard to the staff hours involved in the processing of FOI requests for the past three 
years, my Department does not collect centralised information in this regard.  However, since 
the introduction of the FOI Act 2014, the Department has experienced an increase in the num-
ber of FOIs received; Deciding Officers in the Department processed 220 FoI Requests in 2013, 
165 in 2014, 413 in 2015 and 405 FOI requests in 2016 (an increase of 84% on the 2013 figure), 
which has naturally resulted in an increase in the number of staff hours required to fulfil the 
Department’s responsibilities in relation to the effective delivery of our obligations under FOI 
Act in the past three years.  

28/02/2017WRK01250Brexit Issues

28/02/2017WRK01300179. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the engagement he has had 
with the European Commission, the ECB or the European Banking Authority regarding a pos-
sible move of the authority to Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9692/17]

28/02/2017WRK01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While I personally have not specifically 
raised this issue in talks, I would point out that  Minister of State Murphy along with my of-
ficials are using every opportunity, to promote Ireland as a location of choice for the European 
Banking Authority. The Department of Finance role in promoting Ireland as a location of choice 
for the EBA is outlined in the current IFS 2020 strategy. As part of this strategy, the Minister of 
State Murphy met with the Executive Director of the European Banking Authority earlier this 
month.

My officials have also been engaging with relevant stakeholders in order to further progress 
the goal of relocating the European Banking Authority to Ireland, post the completion of the 
negotiations between the EU and the United Kingdom.  This has included meetings with the 
European Commission in order to highlight the benefits of relocating the Authority to Ireland.  
The meetings have also sought to determine the needs of the European Banking Authority and 
its staff, after they are re-located from London.

Finally, I would like to point out that the ultimate decision on relocation of the Europe-
an Banking Authority will be made by both the European Council and Parliament and will 
be linked to the triggering of Article 50 by the UK and subsequent negotiations between it and 
the European Union.    

28/02/2017WRK01450Brexit Issues

28/02/2017WRK01500180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has identified possible 
locations for housing the European Banking Authority if it moves here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [9693/17]

28/02/2017WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the event the EBA is re-located 
to Dublin, the decision relating to accommodation is a matter for the Authority.  The EBA have 
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made clear they require a location with good transport links to other European capitals and 
commercial office space equivalent to the 45,000 sq ft they currently occupy in London. As a 
location, Dublin would be able to provide both of these.  The fact that Dublin has a pipeline of 
over 12 million sq. ft of commercial office space up to 2021 has been highlighted by Minister 
Murphy and my officials in their discussions with the EBA and other relevant stakeholders.  

28/02/2017WRK01650IBRC Liquidation

28/02/2017WRK01700181. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the status of mediation between 
persons (details supplied) and the special liquidators of a bank; if this mediation is ongoing; if 
his attention has been drawn to the next step in this matter; the mandate which has been con-
veyed to those negotiating on the State’s behalf; the amount of legal and recovery costs already 
incurred by the special liquidator on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9742/17]

28/02/2017WRK01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by the Special Liquida-
tors that there is no ongoing mediation with the party referred to in the question or any of their 
representatives at this time.

Generally speaking, my officials and I would be kept informed by the Special Liquidators at 
a high level of any such discussions between them and the party referred to in the question but 
the detail of such discussions between both parties would be a matter for the Special Liquida-
tors in the context of their overriding legal obligations and neither I nor my officials would have 
any input into such discussions.

In relation to the costs incurred by the Special Liquidators on this matter, I am advised by 
them that they are not in a position to provide the requested information due to commercial 
confidentiality and ongoing litigation involving the party referred to in the question.

It is important to note that the Special Liquidators are not only working on behalf of the State 
but on behalf of all creditors of the liquidation and they have a legal obligation to maximise 
the recovery on the liquidation of IBRC and deliver the best possible outcome to all creditors.

28/02/2017WRK01850Motor Insurance

28/02/2017WRK01900182. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the reason professional driv-
ers are incurring higher insurance premiums on their private vehicles due to their occupation; 
if his action plan will address this anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9755/17]

28/02/2017WRK02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is important to note that neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can direct insurers to provide cover to a particular category of driv-
ers at a particular price as this is a matter of a commercial nature, and would be contrary to EU 
rules. 

In providing motor insurance, insurers adopt a risk based approach to determining premi-
ums.  In simple terms, they look at an application and make a determination of what the likeli-
hood of a claim is and price accordingly.  Their previous claims history will heavily influence 
their decisions in this area.  

Amongst the risk factors insurers look at are how the car is used and the occupation of the 
driver, as well as, for example, the age of the driver, the age of the car, the location of risk, driv-
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ing history, vehicle details (e.g. engine size), medical conditions.

I understand following consultation with your office that the term “professional drivers” in 
this context refers to individuals who accumulate above-average mileage figures in their private 
vehicles due to the nature of their job.  Therefore on the basis of how insurers’ assess their risks 
such a driver is going to represent in general a higher level of risk compared with a person who 
drives a short distance to work every day. 

The Deputy should note that while I cannot directly intervene in pricing of insurance prod-
ucts, I do accept that it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise the market 
and deal with factors contributing to the cost of insurance.  Consequently, I established the Cost 
of Insurance Working Group and appointed Minister of State Eoghan Murphy as Chair.  The 
Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was finalised in December 2016, approved by Cabinet 
on January 10 2017, and subsequently published.  It contains 33 recommendations and 71 ac-
tions which are detailed in an action plan contained in the Report with agreed timelines for 
implementation and work on carrying these out is already well underway.

While there is no single simple solution to effect a reduction in the cost of insurance, when 
taken cumulatively, the implementation of these 71 actions can deliver fairer premiums for con-
sumers, including drivers who accumulate above-average mileage figures due to the nature of 
their job.  However, the Deputy should be aware that even in a lower price environment, there 
will in general be a differential in the price of insurance for professional drivers compared with 
those doing less mileage due to the higher risk they pose because of the greater amount of time 
they spend on the road.

28/02/2017WRK02050Help-To-Buy Scheme

28/02/2017WRK02100183. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance if the help to buy scheme for 
first time buyers extends to first time buyers who purchase old houses and build extensions to 
live in them, especially in a situation where the existing building requires significant structural 
and other work, is extended by 700 sq ft and currently is uninhabitable.  [9794/17]

28/02/2017WRK02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the Help 
to Buy incentive is not a broad based relief available for the purchase of any home by any buyer.  
It is instead a targeted response that is aimed at first-time buyers, buying (or building) new 
residences.  This targeting is designed to help encourage the building of new homes, thereby 
increasing supply, by turning notional demand into real demand. By restricting this initiative 
solely to new dwellings and new self builds, it is anticipated that the resulting increase in de-
mand for affordable new build homes should encourage the construction industry to provide for 
an additional supply of such properties.

In line with these policy objectives, the Help to Buy scheme is not available for extensions 
to old houses in the manner in which the Deputy describes.

The legislation under Section 477C(1) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, defines a quali-
fying residence as:

 -  a new building which was not, at any time, used, or suitable for use, as a dwelling, or

 -  a building which was not, at any time, in whole or in part, used, or suitable for use, as a 
dwelling and which has been converted for use as a dwelling.

On the basis of the information provided in the Question, it is the view of the Revenue 
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Commissioners that the extended property does not qualify for the incentive as the legislation 
requires that the building was not, in whole or in part, used, or suitable for use, as a dwelling.

28/02/2017WRK02250Mortgage Lending

28/02/2017WRK02300184. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the regulations under which a 
bank regulated for lending by the Central Bank can refuse to procide a mortgage to a person 
for the sole reason that the person’s parent has a right of residence at the home upon which the 
mortgage is sought; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9820/17]

28/02/2017WRK02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There are certain consumer protection 
requirements on regulated entities when considering an application for residential mortgage 
credit.  For instance, the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) Regula-
tions 2016 require creditors to assess the creditworthiness of the consumer before concluding a 
credit agreement (Regulations 19 and 21).  In addition, the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection 
Code 2012 requires regulated entities to carry out affordability and suitability assessment, prior 
to offering, recommending, arranging or providing a credit product to a personal consumer.

Within the parameters of this consumer protection regulatory framework, however, it re-
mains a commercial decision for a regulated entity to grant or refuse an individual application 
for mortgage credit in the context of adopting an appropriately prudent overall approach to 
credit provision. 

However, if a consumer (including a potential consumer) is concerned or unhappy with how 
they have been dealt with by a firm regulated by the Central Bank, there are clear processes in 
place in the Consumer Protection Code 2012 for handling complaints and complaints resolu-
tion.  In addition, where a consumer is not happy with the response received from the regulated 
firm he/she can, provided the conduct complained of occurred within the last six years, escalate 
his/her complaint to the Financial Services Ombudsman (FSO).  The FSO has the statutory 
powers to investigate complaints against financial services providers.  

28/02/2017WRK02450Property Tax

28/02/2017WRK02500185. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a 
matter regarding local property tax in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9823/17]

28/02/2017WRK02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  Section 13 of the Finance (Local Prop-
erty Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that the owner of a relevant residential property on 
the ‘liability date’ is liable to pay the Local Property Tax (LPT) charge for that year.  The ‘li-
ability date’ is always 1 November in the preceding year, for example 1 November 2016 is the 
‘liability date’ for 2017.  The only exception in this regard was the 2013 ‘half year’ where the 
‘liability date’ was 1 May 2013.

In circumstances where a relevant residential property is sold after the ‘liability date’, the 
vendor remains liable to pay the tax for the following year.  This remains the case even if the 
sale is completed before the start of the calendar year.  During the conveyancing process associ-
ated with a property sale it is normally the case that LPT obligations are finalised between the 
vendor and the purchaser before the transaction is completed. 

The person in question was correctly liable to pay the 2017 LPT charge on the Ballybrack 
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property because she was the ‘liable person’ on 1 November 2016.  However, there was no 
statutory obligation on her to pay the 2017 LPT charge on the Shankill property because the 
vendor of that property was still the ‘liable person’ on 1 November 2016. 

Revenue is not aware of why the person opted to pay the 2017 charge on the Shankill prop-
erty or why the statutory requirements in respect of the charge were not administered in accor-
dance with the LPT legislation.  It may be that an agreement was reached between both parties 
during the conveyancing process that the person (as purchaser) would meet the 2017 payment 
on behalf of the vendor. 

However, any such arrangement was a matter between both parties and Revenue was not in 
any way involved.  The question of whether the 2017 liability on the Shankill property should 
have been paid by the purchaser (the person in question) or the vendor is a matter between both 
parties to resolve and on that basis it is not possible for Revenue to offset the 2017 payment to 
a future LPT liability in the manner suggested by the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRL00150Tax Code

28/02/2017WRL00200186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would accrue from increasing the air travel tax from €0 to €3 in 2018; his plans with regard to 
increasing the air travel tax in 2018 and 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9826/17]

28/02/2017WRL00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): From 28 February 2012 to the 31 March 
2014 the rate of Air Travel Tax (ATT) was charged at €3 per passenger departing from an Irish 
airport.  The year 2013 was the last calendar year where this tax was collected, yielding €34.9m 
in the full year.

In the absence of any certainty on the number of passengers departing from Irish airports in 
2018 and 2019, the revenue that the introduction of an ATT of €3 would yield is estimated to be 
of the order of between €45m - €50m per annum.

28/02/2017WRL00350VAT Registration

28/02/2017WRL00400187. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the status of a VAT regis-
tration application in respect of a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9835/17]

28/02/2017WRL00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the ap-
plication for VAT registration by the company was refused by Revenue and the matter has been 
formally appealed to the Tax Appeals Commission (TAC) which is an independent statutory 
body established to deal with all tax appeals.

28/02/2017WRL00550Housing Loans

28/02/2017WRL00600188. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if he will establish a benev-
olent friendly fund supported by Government bonds or funding to allow the banks to transfer 
all distressed loans to the fund, in order that individual work outs can be achieved over a longer 
period of time based on affordability or whereby tenancy agreements can be put in place with 
the goal being that families would not be evicted or lose their houses; if the same discounts pro-
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vided to vulture funds will be provided to this friendly vulture fund by the State owned banks; 
if he will ensure that family homes will not be part of the sale of debt to vulture funds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9839/17]

28/02/2017WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Mortgage to Rent Scheme (MTR) 
is managed by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.  The 
scheme is targeted at households with unsustainable long term mortgage arrears who qualify for 
social housing.  Under the scheme borrowers can switch to renting their home as social tenants.  
Under the Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness it was committed to review the scheme.  
On 8 February 2017, the Minister Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government an-
nounced significant changes to the scheme.  This MTR review covered issues such as changes 
to the eligibility criteria, the financing of the scheme, administration and communications.  The 
review sets out a series of actions that will make MTR quicker, more transparent and more ac-
cessible for borrowers in mortgage distress.  The changes are designed to increase the number 
of households availing of the scheme.

The MTR Review also announced the testing of alternative funding models for the scheme 
to deliver volume.  The Housing Agency will work with a number of financial entities who have 
come forward with an interest in working with the MTR scheme to progress a minimum of 
200 units based on the new arrangements.  The objective is to explore what is available within 
the current market and to determine if this alternative model will benefit a greater number of 
households.  

It is to be hoped that the test of the alternative MTR model will be positive and will result 
in a further scheme to aid as many distressed borrowers as possible to remain in their homes 
through a leasing arrangement.

In conclusion, I must point out that as Minister for Finance, I am unable to intervene directly 
in the commercial decision-making process of any financial institution, which is a matter for 
the management boards of each institution.  Separately, however, I would refer the Deputy to 
the Central Bank Report on Mortgage Arrears, published on my Department’s website on 16th 
December, which noted inter alia that: 

-  There is a broad range of available restructures offered and delivered by both bank and 
non-bank entities depending on the individual circumstances of the borrower;

-  Since the June-2013 peak, considerable progress has been made in addressing mortgage 
arrears primarily through the use of restructures, rather than loss of ownership;

-  The use of a range of restructuring options for distressed borrowers increases the potential 
for them to remain in the primary residence;

-  Overall, there is strong evidence that banks and non-banks are looking to exhaust avail-
able options before moving into the legal process.

28/02/2017WRL00750Mortgage Interest Relief Extension

28/02/2017WRL00800189. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Finance if the mortgage interest relief 
will be retained beyond 2017 on a tapered basis, in view of the fact that a substantial number of 
homeowners are still in negative equity. [9844/17]

28/02/2017WRL00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that there is a 
commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to retain mortgage interest relief 
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(MIR) beyond the current end date on a tapered basis.  At present, Section 244 of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997 provides for tax relief in respect of interest paid on qualifying home 
loans taken out on or after 1 January 2004 and on or before 31 December 2012, with relief being 
available until 31 December 2017.  Mortgage interest relief was abolished for homes purchased 
on or after 1 January 2013.  As the legislation currently provides for the relief to continue until 
the end of December 2017, it was not necessary to include legislation in Finance Bill 2016 to 
provide for the tapered extension of the relief.  However in my Budget speech in October last I 
confirmed my intention to extend MIR beyond the current end date on a tapered basis to 2020 
and that the details of the extension will be set out in Budget 2018.

Mortgage interest relief operates as a tax relief at source, meaning that the relief is deducted 
by the bank from the mortgage payment due, and the homeowner pays only the net amount 
due.  Therefore existing recipients of the relief could face a significant increase in their monthly 
mortgage payments when the tax relief at source is withdrawn (all other factors being equal).  
The purpose of the proposed tapered extension is to avoid a sudden significant increase in mort-
gage repayments for those losing the relief, but instead to withdraw the relief gradually, allow-
ing the mortgage holder time to adjust to the change in mortgage repayments.

The Deputy will also be aware that, on foot of a change I introduced in Budget 2012, first 
time buyers who bought at the height of the property boom between 2004 and 2008 receive a 
rate of mortgage interest relief of 30%.  This compares favourably to the rates available to other 
remaining recipients of MIR which reduce on a gradual basis from 25% in years 1 and 2 of the 
mortgage to 15% in the 8th and subsequent years.

Single individuals and married couples/civil partners that are first-time buyers qualify for 
mortgage interest relief for the first seven tax years of their mortgage up to a maximum ceiling 
of €10,000 and €20,000 respectively.  Thereafter relief is restricted to ceilings of €3,000 and 
€6,000 respectively.

The system of mortgage interest relief is designed and targeted in such a way that the relief 
is of greater value in the early years of a qualifying loan, when interest represents a greater pro-
portion of the repayment.  Mortgage interest relief is of lesser value to individuals whose repay-
ments are made up of a higher proportion of principal than interest, as would generally be the 
case for those who move in to the eighth and subsequent years of their loans.  It is worth noting 
that the application of the annual ceilings on interest qualifying for relief, and the stepped re-
duction in the rate of relief available to remaining recipients other than those who purchased be-
tween 2004 and 2008, already work to reduce the relief in a gradual manner. 

A review of policy considerations and potential costs of an extension of mortgage interest 
relief was contained in the Income Tax Reform Plan published by my Department in July last 
year and may be of interest to the Deputy.  The plan is available at: www.finance.gov.ie/sites/
default/files/Income%20Tax%20Reform%20Plan-FINAL_0.pdf.

I am conscious of the challenges that individuals continue to face notwithstanding the im-
proving economic conditions.  In relation to negative equity, I would point out that the position 
is improving with the number of primary dwelling home mortgages in negative equity as of 
December 2015 having reduced to 15 per cent, a decline of 5 per cent since December 2014.

28/02/2017WRL00950Property Tax Data

28/02/2017WRL01000190. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance the amount of local property 
tax collected in the Fingal County Council area in 2016; the amount of proceeds from the local 
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property tax allocated to Fingal County Council in 2016; the way this money was spent; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [9850/17]

28/02/2017WRL01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that statistics relating to Local Property Tax (LPT) can be found on the statistics web-
page of the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html.  Specifically, the 
most recently available LPT information, including LPT collected in respect of the Fingal Local 
Authority area, is available at www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/local-property-tax-2016.html. 

 Allocations of LPT revenues to individual Local Authorities is a matter for my colleague 
the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.  I understand the De-
partment of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government has published details of 
the 2016 LPT allocations to Local Authorities on its website at the following link: www.hous-
ing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/LocalGovernment/Administration/
FileDownLoad%2C43581%2Cen.pdf.

28/02/2017WRL01150Financial Services Regulation

28/02/2017WRL01200191. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the proposals he is currently 
considering to ensure that mortgage holders, tenants and SMEs that have loans or credit from 
non-bank lenders or vulture funds are fully protected; if consideration is being given to extend-
ing the provisions of the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2015 
in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9931/17]

28/02/2017WRL01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Con-
sumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act, 2015 was enacted in July 2015.  
It was introduced by the previous Government to fill the consumer protection gap where loans 
were sold by the original lender to an unregulated firm.  The Act introduced a regulatory regime 
for a new type of entity called a ‘credit servicing firm’.  Credit Servicing Firms are now subject 
to the provisions of Irish financial services law that apply to ‘regulated financial service provid-
ers’. 

Under the Act, purchasers of loan books must either be regulated by the Central Bank them-
selves or else the loans must be serviced by a credit servicing firm that is regulated by the Cen-
tral Bank.  The significant point is that the regulation is focussed at the point of contact with 
the customer.  Therefore relevant borrowers, whose loans are sold to third parties, maintain the 
same regulatory protections they had prior to the sale, including under the various statutory 
codes (such as the Consumer Protection Code, Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears) issued 
by the Central Bank of Ireland and the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 
(Section 48) (Lending to Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises) Regulations 2015 which came 
into operation in July 2016.  It is also important to highlight that the transfer of a loan from one 
entity to another does not change the terms of the contract or the borrower’s rights and obliga-
tions under the original contract.

The Central Bank is now the competent authority for the authorisation and supervision of 
credit servicing firms.  Credit servicing firms must comply with all relevant requirements of 
financial services legislation, including the various codes and Regulations mentioned already 
and Fitness and Probity Standards (including minimum competency requirements).

In addition to compliance with Central Bank codes of conduct, credit servicing firms will 
have to demonstrate to the Central Bank that they have:

-  Robust governance and adequate resources to ensure compliance;
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-  Agreements with loan owners that enable the credit servicing firm to fully comply with its 
obligations under Irish financial services legislation; and

-  Adequate and effective control of loan servicing in the State to enable Central Bank over-
sight. 

In addition, the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act, 2015 en-
sures that a regulated credit servicing firm cannot do something, or fail to do something, which 
would be a prescribed contravention if performed, or not performed, by a retail credit firm.  The 
legislation also prevents the owner of credit from instructing a regulated credit servicing firm 
to perform such an action.  Therefore the borrower is protected because the owner cannot give 
an instruction that would breach the rules but also the instruction cannot be implemented by 
the regulated credit servicer, over whom the Central Bank has oversight as a regulated entity.

Nonetheless, my Department will continue to keep all relevant legislation under review in 
order to ensure that borrowers whose loans have been sold are properly protected and do not 
lose any protections that they previously enjoyed.  In addition, the Department of Finance ex-
pects that the Central Bank, as regulator of credit servicing firms, will be vigilant in this area 
and raise any specific instances where they have found consumers have not had their protec-
tions upheld or that their positions have been disadvantaged.

28/02/2017WRL01350Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

28/02/2017WRL01400192. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the amount of funding that has 
been made available through the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund for social and affordable 
housing provision; if he is satisfied with the current rates of interest being charged to borrowers 
through the fund; if he is reviewing the operation of the mechanisms through which credit is 
accessed from the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9932/17]

28/02/2017WRL01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, in the 
social and affordable market, in line with Rebuilding Ireland commitments, the Ireland Strate-
gic Investment Fund (ISIF) and a number of key Government Departments are examining the 
feasibility of establishing a funding vehicle, in conjunction with the private sector, which could 
facilitate investment in social and affordable housing. 

Key factors which must be addressed to facilitate ISIF involvement in such projects include: 
the commercial viability of proposals; Eurostat treatment of fund structures which receive a 
substantial proportion of their revenue from Government sources; and the ability to create off-
balance sheet vehicles outside of the existing PPP model.  Engagement with the other stake-
holders in both the public and private sector, including with Eurostat, is ongoing. 

ISIF informs me that whilst it has made progress in conjunction with the other stakeholders 
in the public and private sectors in respect of this opportunity, as well as other potential social 
housing investment opportunities, there are still considerable hurdles including commerciality 
and balance sheet treatment as identified in Rebuilding Ireland.  These hurdles must be over-
come before any such proposals can be brought to a successful conclusion. 

Separately, ISIF is making a very substantial contribution to new private housing supply 
which is critical in terms of meeting the pent up demand for housing across all sectors of the 
market.  In line with its double bottom line mandate, ISIF has already invested in a number of 
significant financing platforms and projects in the construction sector, and is actively examining 
other investment opportunities.  
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ISIF has total investment commitments to housing investment vehicles of €404m compris-
ing €325m in Activate Capital, €25m in the Ardstone Residential Partnership and €54m to stu-
dent accommodation in DCU.  In addition ISIF has committed €125m in total to more general 
real estate investment vehicles, including €75m to the Wilbur Ross Cardinal Commercial Real 
Estate Mezzanine Debt Fund and €50m to Quadrant Real Estate Advisors, both of which to date 
have completed some investment in housing.  Through these ISIF-supported projects, a total of 
8,400 housing units is expected to be delivered in the near term (a small portion of which has 
already been delivered).

In addition, ISIF’s current near term pipeline of potential housing projects including in the 
build-to-rent sector and off-campus student accommodation as well as a smaller project that 
may have the ability to deliver some affordable housing, indicates potential to deliver a further 
8,700 units in total.

ISIF is working with local authorities and private developers on the financing of housing-
enabling infrastructure and its pipeline includes two pilot housing infrastructure financing proj-
ects which, if completed, will enable the development of a further 6,000 housing units. 

ISIF is also currently engaging with a range of Higher Education Institutions (“HEIs”) in 
respect of the provision by them of on-campus student accommodation.  

ISIF invests on a risk adjusted basis in the various housing financing platforms and these 
platforms, in turn, provide finance, also on a risk adjusted basis, to developers, which can be 
equity or debt according to the business model of each platform.  The interest rate applied to any 
individual debt financing arrangement therefore relates to the level of risk and other investment 
factors in the underlying housing development proposal.

28/02/2017WRL01550Stability and Growth Pact

28/02/2017WRL01600193. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his views on the recent comments 
made by the Dutch Minister for Finance and the Chairman of the eurozone Finance Ministers, 
Jeroen Dijsselbloem, that European Union Finance Ministers are concerned that the European 
Commission is not applying budget laws in the same way to large and small countries and is 
undermining confidence in the rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9933/17]

28/02/2017WRL01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware and as stated 
in Parliamentary Question Number 295 of 17/01/2017 I would like to again reassert my belief 
in the importance of the principle of the fiscal rules, which are designed to promote budgetary 
discipline and underpin sustainable economic growth.  Fiscal rules are all-the-more important 
in a monetary union, given the scope for spillovers among participating Member States.

Compliance with the fiscal rules underpins and facilitates the goals of sustainability and 
economic growth.  Ireland’s recent and continued economic recovery is testament to this. 

It is evidently important that rules are implemented in a fair and consistent manner and that 
all Member States are treated equally concerning the application of the Stability and Growth 
Pact.  This is essential for the continued credibility of these rules.  Any perception that the rules 
are not being applied in an equitable manner could result in the undermining of the Stability 
and Growth Pact.  

In Ireland we have defended and complied with the fiscal rules through difficult times.  
This defence becomes progressively more difficult if there is any suggestion that the rules 
are not being applied consistently, particularly when there are perceived differences between 
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the treatment of small and large Member States.  So I would have some sympathy with the 
view of Chairman Dijsselbloem that unequal application could undermine confidence in the 
rules and, in this regard, I would reiterate that the fiscal rules must be applied in a transparent, 
consistent and fair  manner.

28/02/2017WRL01750Brexit Issues

28/02/2017WRL01800194. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the preparations and contingency 
plans his Department has put in place in the event of a British exit from the European Union; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9934/17]

28/02/2017WRL01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Finance has been 
assessing and preparing for the impact of Brexit since well before the referendum on 23 June 
2016.  Work was carried out in the Department to assess the potential economic and financial 
sector implications arising, including through the ESRI-Department of Finance research pro-
gramme study published in November 2015 titled ‘Scoping the Possible Economic Implications 
of Brexit on Ireland’.  This work was undertaken within the whole-of-Government framework 
established by the Department of the Taoiseach.

Following the result of the UK referendum and to prepare for the forthcoming negotiations, 
work has been intensified across the whole of Government including in the Department of Fi-
nance.  A new Brexit Unit, within the EU and International Division, was established in July 
2016 to oversee and coordinate this work and to act as a key liaison point with the Department 
of the Taoiseach, in particular.  In addition, the Department of Finance staff complement in the 
Irish Permanent Representation to the EU in Brussels has been strengthened.  

As part of Budget 2017, the Department of Finance published the Economic and Fiscal 
outlook which presented a full macroeconomic projection including updated estimates of eco-
nomic growth, the public finances and the fiscal space, taking account inter alia of the impact 
of Brexit.  As part of Budget 2017, the Department also published detailed analysis of sectoral 
exposure to Brexit across the economy.  Utilising the sectoral exposure analysis, Budget 2017 
included a number of measures to respond to the challenges of Brexit, to mitigate future risks, 
and to support any opportunities that might arise.  These included measures to support SMEs, 
entrepreneurship, agri-food and Irish exporters.  The Department also worked with the ESRI to 
deepen the macroeconomic analysis and a report entitled ‘Modelling the Medium to Long Term 
Potential Macroeconomic Impact of Brexit on Ireland’ was published in November 2016.  Up-
dated macroeconomic forecasts will be published by the Department as part of the Stability 
Programme Update in April 2017. 

Important work is also ongoing in relation to financial services.  In particular, on 23 January 
2017, Minister of State Murphy launched the International Financial Services (IFS 2020) Ac-
tion Plan 2017 which sets out the approach to Brexit for this sector.

The best and most immediate policy under the Government’s control to counter the likely 
negative economic impacts of Brexit is to prudently manage the public finances in order to 
ensure that Ireland’s economy continues to remain competitive in the face of future economic 
headwinds.  In this context, Budget 2017 signalled a lower debt target of 45 per cent of GDP 
for the mid-to-late 2020s.  This will help to provide an additional fiscal ‘shock absorber’ capac-
ity to the public finances to help withstand any shock including the impact of Brexit.  This will 
complement the contingency or ‘rainy day’ fund to be established following the achievement of 
a balanced budget in 2018 which will help provide a further counter-cyclical buffer. 
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The work being done by the Department will be an important input to ensuring that Ireland 
will be in a position to counter any negative economic impact arising from Brexit and to ensure 
that Ireland’s interests are protected in the upcoming negotiations at EU level.  The Department 
will continue to monitor the economic impacts, to carry out relevant analysis and to frame bud-
getary policy advice in this new context.

28/02/2017WRL01950Banking Sector

28/02/2017WRL02000195. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the annual €150 
million banking levy will be calculated as it extends to 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9935/17]

28/02/2017WRL02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I outlined in my response to the 
Deputy’s question on 17th January last, in accordance with Section 126AA of the Stamp Duties 
Consolidation Act 1999, an annual levy was imposed on certain financial institutions for each 
of the years 2014, 2015 and 2016.  The levy was charged at 35% of the Deposit Interest Reten-
tion Tax (DIRT) paid by a financial institution in 2011 and raises approximately €150 million 
annually for the Exchequer.  In the case of a financial institution where the amount of DIRT in 
the base year does not exceed €100,000, the levy is not payable.

In the budget statement two years ago, I announced that I intended to extend the levy for a 
further five years to 2021.  I indicated that the overall yield from the levy would be maintained 
at €150 million annually but that I would undertake a review of the DIRT based methodology 
for calculating the levy.

That review, which included a public consultation on the issue, was undertaken by my De-
partment in early 2016.  Following that review, I decided that the DIRT based formula should be 
retained but that the base year for calculating the levy in 2017 and 2018 would be changed from 
2011 to 2015.  I have also decided to introduce a rolling two-year series of base years which 
will introduce a new base year of 2017 for calculating the levy in 2019 and 2020 and a new base 
year of 2019 for calculating the levy in 2021. 

The introduction of the rolling two-year series of base years has a twofold effect.  Firstly, it 
ensures that financial institutions entering the market over the five further years for which the 
levy will apply will be subject to the levy and financial institutions exiting the market will cease 
to be subject to the levy.  Secondly, it will help to correct, on an ongoing basis, any anomalies 
for individual institutions thrown up by prevailing market conditions, such as the interest rate 
offering, in any one year.

In order to maintain the annual yield from the levy at €150 million, I have to increase the 
rate at which the levy is charged from 35% to 59% for 2017.  This is because the assessable 
amount, DIRT payments in 2015, have reduced significantly since 2011.  This new rate, com-
bined with the new 2015 base year, will preserve the existing contribution of €150 million 
paid by the affected financial institutions.  That rate will be subject to review to ensure that the 
yield from the levy is not impacted from changes in interest rates and/or DIRT rates.

28/02/2017WRL02150Banks Recapitalisation

28/02/2017WRL02200196. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he expects that the State will 
still move to sell off all or part of a bank (details supplied); the estimated timeframe for this; the 
expected yield to the Exchequer; if this yield will be ring-fenced for a particular purpose; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [9936/17]

28/02/2017WRL02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the Programme 
for Partnership Government allows for the sale of not more than 25% (plus over-allotment 
opion) of any bank before the end of 2018.  The State’s shareholding in AIB is a very valu-
able asset and it is the Government’s intention that the State will exit this and our other bank-
ing investments in a measured and careful manner.  My primary objective in the disposal of 
any AIB shares will be to maximise the return for the State in a manner that is consistent with 
recovering our full €20.8bn investment over time.

The advice I have received confirms that an IPO is the optimal route to recouping value 
from this investment.  Officials in my Department along with our Independent Financial Advi-
sor, Rothschild, have done considerable preparatory work in this regard.  In December of last 
year, following a competitive procurement process, three firms were appointed to act as Global 
Coordinators on a potential selling syndicate, in preparation for a possible IPO.  These firms 
have been appointed for an 18 month period and additional firms will be appointed to fill out 
the selling syndicate at an appropriate future date.

I cannot predict what market conditions will be like for bank shares over the coming year, 
however it is our intention to be ready to execute a transaction if conditions allow and I have 
indicated that the earliest possible IPO window will be in the second quarter of 2017.  Given 
the improved state of the national accounts, progress made in reducing our national debt and 
positive market sentiment towards Ireland, we are not under any pressure to monetise our bank-
ing investments.  As a result we have some flexibility around when we time our disposals in the 
market.

It would not be possible or prudent for me to estimate the amount which might be received 
from any future sale of shares in AIB at this time.  This will depend both on the quantum of 
shares sold and the price arrived at in the market during the IPO process.

As I have previously indicated, all capital returned from the State’s investments in the Irish 
banks will be used to reduce the national debt.  That is the prudent course of action as it reduces 
our ongoing borrowing costs and ensures the future strength and stability of the economy.

28/02/2017WRL02350Economic Growth

28/02/2017WRL02400197. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the status of the proposed devel-
opment of alternative models for forecasting medium-term potential growth as has been sug-
gested by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council as an additional safeguard for detecting overheating 
in the economy. [9937/17]

28/02/2017WRL02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ensuring the plausibility of potential 
output estimates remains a key priority for my Department, especially given their relevance in 
the fiscal surveillance process and calculation of fiscal space.  The shortcomings of the EU’s 
harmonised methodology have been previously highlighted by my Department. 

As the Deputy is aware, substantial efforts have been undertaken by my Department to de-
velop alternative models for estimating potential output for Ireland.  Significant work has also 
been undertaken aimed at ensuring the rigour and stability of the alternative set of estimates.  
Progress on this work had been delayed by the distortions in the 2015 national accounts revi-
sions.  The intention is to detail this work in a forthcoming Department of Finance technical 
paper.
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Notwithstanding this progress on the development of alternative models, the harmonised 
methodology remains the binding methodology in the context of EU fiscal surveillance.  How-
ever, progress also continues to be made at technical level - with participation in the relevant 
working group of all Member States - on improving this harmonised methodology, and Ireland 
continues to actively contribute on this front.  Indeed, recognising the importance of this work 
from an Irish perspective, the relevant working group at a European level is chaired by a senior 
official in my Department.

Finally, I would stress that, in the assessment of the cyclical position of the economy, my 
Department takes into consideration a wide range of indicators, in addition to supply-side esti-
mates.

28/02/2017WRL02550Central Bank of Ireland Supervision

28/02/2017WRL02600198. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he has requested the Central 
Bank to procure an independent assessment of the arrears and negative equity loan books of the 
banks as per the recent programme for Government commitment; when this process will begin 
and conclude; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9938/17]

28/02/2017WRL02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the Cen-
tral Bank has an ongoing role in monitoring the level of arrears and negative equity on mort-
gage and other loan assets.  The Programme for a Partnership Government contains a range 
of commitments in the broad housing and banking area and my Department regularly engages 
with the Central Bank on all the Programme for Government Commitments which will impact 
on the Central Bank and its role in relation to mortgages.

In this context, the Central Bank has recently produced a report on mortgage arrears fol-
lowing my request to the Governor.  This report provides a detailed assessment of mortgage 
arrears in banks and non-bank entities and includes analysis on mortgage restructuring activity 
and the range of solutions offered that may affect borrowers’ capacity to remain in their primary 
residence.  This report was published on 16th December 2016 and is available on www.finance.
gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/publications/reports-research/report-mortgage-
arrears-2016.  The report notes that progress on mortgage arrears is well established and clearly 
moving in the right direction.  

Furthermore, the Central Bank publishes quarterly statistics on Residential Mortgage Ar-
rears and Repossessions.  In addition, the Central Bank’s Household Credit Market Report 
contains data on negative equity.  The latest report is available at www.centralbank.ie/publica-
tions/Documents/Household%20Credit%20Market%20Report%202016H2.pdf and table 7 in 
the report presents the percentage of loans in negative equity split by default status.  The data 
in the Household Credit Market Report are for 2015 and do not reflect changes to loan balances 
and house prices since December 2015.  The Central Bank estimates that 15 per cent of PDH 
loans  and 26 per cent of BTL loans were in negative equity at end December 2015 of which 10 
per cent of PDH and 14 per cent of BTL loans were deemed to be performing.

28/02/2017WRL02750Public Interest Directors

28/02/2017WRL02800199. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he has ceased appointing new 
public interest directors to the banks; the reform of the procedures for the appointment of bank 
directors by the State that is currently being considered; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9939/17]
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28/02/2017WRL02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the Programme for a Partnership 
Government (‘PPG’) the Government has committed to, “Cease to appoint new Public Interest 
Directors to the banks, and reform the procedures for the appointment of bank directors by the 
State, with a view to increasing transparency in the process”. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the rights for the State to appoint public interest directors to 
the boards of the Covered Institutions were derived from the terms of the guarantee schemes 
introduced in 2008 and last for the period of the guarantee.  The last of the guaranteed liabilities 
are due to mature between now and Spring 2018 and as such I do not expect to make any new 
appointments of Public Interest Directors to the board of the banks.  Going forward however 
the State will have the ability to appoint directors to the banks in which it has large equity own-
ership positions.  So in line with the commitment in the PPG, my officials have commenced a 
process to develop new procedures for any future appointments to bank boards.

Any new appointment procedure for bank directors needs to have due regard to the distinct 
differences which exist relative to appointments to State boards.  These include the fact that the 
State is not the only shareholder in these banks, the requirements of the Central Bank/SSM Fit-
ness and Probity Regime and the requirement to have a broad set of expertise relevant to large 
regulated entities in an ever more complex regulatory environment.

28/02/2017WRL02950Fuel Laundering

28/02/2017WRL03000200. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase enforcement 
and sanctions for fuel laundering in view of the programme for Government commitment and 
the estimates in the British-Irish Parliamentary Assembly report on cross-Border crime of the 
loss to the Irish Exchequer by fuel fraud to be in the range of €140 million to €260 million per 
year; if he has met his Northern Irish counterpart on this issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9940/17]

28/02/2017WRL03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is inherently difficult to estimate with 
confidence the extent of any illegal activity and it is not possible, therefore, to put a figure on the 
cost to the Exchequer of fuel laundering.  Nevertheless, the serious threat that criminal activ-
ity of this kind poses to legitimate and compliant businesses, consumers and the Exchequer is 
recognised, and action against it has accordingly been a priority for Revenue over recent years.

Revenue has implemented a comprehensive strategy to tackle the illegal fuel trade, includ-
ing the introduction of stringent new supply chain controls underpinning a rigorous programme 
of enforcement action and supported by a range of new legislative measures that I brought 
forward in Finance Acts.  In addition, Revenue and HM Revenue and Customs in the United 
Kingdom undertook a joint initiative to find a new fiscal marker for use in marked fuels, which 
was introduced in Ireland and the United Kingdom from the beginning of April 2015. 

I understand that the industry view is that the measures implemented to date have been suc-
cessful in curtailing fuel laundering in Ireland.  This view is supported by a significant increase 
in tax revenues from road diesel over the past three years.  I am also advised that Revenue 
conducted a National Random Sampling Programme in January 2016, with a view to obtaining 
an updated picture of the extent of the fuel laundering problem.  The programme methodology 
entailed taking samples of road diesel from a randomly selected group of licensed traders and 
testing for the presence of the new marker.  No evidence of the new fiscal marker was found in 
any of the samples tested.  This provides very persuasive evidence that the strategy undertaken 
in recent years has been successful in addressing the laundering problem. 
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Revenue works closely with An Garda Síochána in acting against fuel fraud, and the rel-
evant authorities in the State also work closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland, 
through cross-border enforcement groups, to target the organised crime groups that are re-
sponsible for a large proportion of this criminal activity.  This work is being supported and 
facilitated by the setting up earlier this year, in the framework of “A Fresh Start: the Stormont 
Agreement and Implementation Plan”, of a Joint Agency Task Force, which includes Revenue 
as well as An Garda Síochána and their Northern Ireland counterparts.  Revenue also works in 
close cooperation with the relevant authorities in other jurisdictions, the European Anti-Fraud 
Office and other international bodies and agencies in the ongoing programmes of action at in-
ternational level to combat the illicit fuel trade.  The Deputy may be interested to note that in 
an intelligence-led operation in December 2016, Revenue enforcement officers supported by 
the Garda Regional Support Unit, seized two oil tankers, 20,000 litres of laundered mineral oil, 
140 bags of bleaching earth, ancillary equipment associated with oil laundering and cash, bank 
drafts and cheques in excess of €60,000 in the Castleblayney area.  This is the first oil laundry 
detected in this jurisdiction since 2014.

The penalties for offences relating to fuel fraud are laid down in section 119 of the Finance 
Act 2001 and section 102 of the Finance Act 1999.  On conviction following summary prosecu-
tion under these provisions, a court may impose a fine of €5,000, or a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding 12 months, or both.  Where a person is convicted for an indictable offence, the court 
may impose a term of imprisonment not exceeding 5 years, or a fine not exceeding €126,970, 
or both.  In addition, for an indictable offence under section 119 of the Finance Act 2001, if the 
value of the fuel concerned in the fraud exceeds €250,000, including duty and taxes, the court 
may impose a penalty of three times the value of the fuel, or a term of imprisonment not exceed-
ing 5 years, or both.  The current levels of fines were introduced by the Finance Act 2010 and 
represented significant increases over the previous amounts: for example, the fine on conviction 
for an indictable offence was increased from €12,695 to an amount not exceeding €126,970.

The Courts decide on the amount of the fine to be imposed in any particular case and, in 
practice, do not apply fines up to the existing limits.  There are no proposals at present to in-
crease the level of fines available to the courts.  However, the position is kept under review tak-
ing account, among other considerations, of the practical experience of the fines imposed under 
the current provisions.

I am satisfied that Revenue’s work against fuel laundering has achieved a considerable level 
of success, and I am assured that action against fuel fraud will continue to be a high priority.

28/02/2017WRL03150Budget Measures

28/02/2017WRL03200201. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the status of the preparations for 
budget 2017; if the upcoming budget will involve at least a 2:1 split between public spending 
and tax reductions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9941/17]

28/02/2017WRL03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I presume the Deputy is referring to the 
preparations for Budget 2018 which will be presented to Dail Eireann next October. 

As part of the annual budgetary process, my Department will prepare the 2017 Stability 
Programme Update in April, updating the economic and fiscal outlook.  Subsequently, the next 
milestone in the budgetary calendar will be the publication of the Summer Economic State-
ment in advance of the National Economic Dialogue.  In line with the Government’s commit-
ment to ongoing budgetary reform, this will set out the framework for discussions on Budget 
2018 and, together with the publication of the Tax Strategy Group papers and the Mid-Year 
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Expenditure Report, will provide a valuable input to the budgetary deliberations.

The Oireachtas will have an opportunity for relevant engagement at each stage of the pro-
cess. 

The Programme for a Partnership Government indicates a baseline allocation of the avail-
able fiscal space on (at least) a 2:1 basis between public spending increases and tax reduc-
tions.  The final position will be a matter for Government, taking into account the outcome of 
the various budgetary steps.

28/02/2017WRM00150Tax Code

28/02/2017WRM00200202. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance when a new tax on sugar drinks 
will be introduced; the estimated annual yield from such a tax; the rate at which he considers 
the new tax should be set and the types of drinks included within its scope; the preparation that 
is currently being undertaken by his Department in this regard; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9942/17]

28/02/2017WRM00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As outlined as part of Budget 2017, I 
intend to introduce a tax on sugar sweetened drink in April 2018 to coincide with the introduc-
tion of a similar tax in the UK.  

An examination of the proposed tax, including estimates of projected yields, are contained 
in the excise Tax Strategy Group paper (TSG 16/02) which is available on my Department’s 
website.

A public consultation process opened on Budget night seeking the views of interested par-
ties on the make up of the tax which ran until 3rd January 2017.  Some 30 submissions were 
received, all of which are also available to view on my Departments website together with the 
public consultation document.  

Final decisions have yet to be made on the rate and scope of the tax.  The public consulta-
tion document sets out the type of drinks which are expected to be included in the scope of the 
proposed tax.  Consultation with stakeholders is ongoing and I expect further details around the 
tax to be announced as part of Budget 2018. 

28/02/2017WRM00350Financial Services Regulation

28/02/2017WRM00400203. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his views on the recent comments 
by the Governor of the Central Bank (details supplied) that technological innovation may alter 
the role of central banks in managing the money supply and acting as a lender of last resort in 
the context of widespread adoption of private sector digital currencies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9943/17]

28/02/2017WRM00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I stated in response to the Deputy’s 
question on 17 January last, the Governor of the Central Bank made remarks in June of last 
year on the topic of technological innovation and financial services.  I think it is important to be 
clear on what the Governor said.  He said that in addition to the four primary challenges he iden-
tified in the regulatory treatment of financial innovations, technological innovation may also 
alter the role of central banks in managing the money supply and acting as a lender of last resort.

He instanced the growth in electronic forms of payment and said that at one level this growth 
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looks set to reduce the traditional role of notes and coins in the monetary system.  He noted that 
this may have implications for the role of central banks generally in managing the money sup-
ply.  He also said that, at another level, there is much discussion on the relative merits of more 
widespread adoption of private-sector digital currencies versus a new role for central banks in 
the direct issuance and management of publicly-backed digital currencies.

If, in time, there is to be a new role of this kind for central banks in the Euro area, it would 
have to be agreed at a European level.  The Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs of 
the European Parliament published a report on virtual currencies in May 2016 which called for 
the creation of a horizontal taskforce on distributed ledger technology to be set up under the 
leadership of the European Commission.  The Deputy is likely to be aware that the European 
Commission has published proposals to amend the fourth Anti-Money Laundering Directive 
including provisions on virtual currencies and negotiations on these proposals are ongoing.

28/02/2017WRM00550Credit Availability

28/02/2017WRM00600204. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he has reviewed the most re-
cent quarterly bank watch study from ISME on the ability of small and medium firms to get loan 
approval and access to credit; his views on the refusal rate of 35% for requests for credit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9944/17]

28/02/2017WRM00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have previously answered, the most 
recent ISME Bank Watch Survey for Quarter 4 2016 noted that 30% of companies who applied 
for funding in the three months covering September to November 2016 were refused credit by 
their banks.  The figure the Deputy is referring to was reported in the survey results for Quarter 
2 2016.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department conducts a biannual SME Credit Demand 
Survey.  This survey series, currently being conducted by Behaviour & Attitudes, is the most 
comprehensive survey of SME credit demand in Ireland, covering over 1,500 respondents and 
involving over 6,000 direct telephone calls to SMEs.  SMEs of all sizes trading in all sectors, 
excluding property development and speculative activities, and in all regions are included.  

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recently published Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey covering the period April to September 2016 which can be found 
at www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/sme-credit-lending.  This latest 
survey indicates that the majority of credit requests continue to be approved fully with 84% of 
credit applications (excluding ‘still pending’) approved or partially approved.  The current rate 
of decline stands at 15% of all applications (including ‘still pending’).  

The Central Bank of Ireland’s most recent SME Market Report for the second half of 2016 
also shows that rejection rates, for credit applications by SMEs, loan/overdraft rejection rates 
are in line with euro area averages.  This report can be found here: www.centralbank.ie/publica-
tions/Documents/SME%20Market%20Report%202016H2.pdf.

The Government remains committed to the SME sector.  I can assure the Deputy that my 
Department, working with other relevant Departments and Agencies such as the Credit Review 
Office, will continue to advance policies to support and monitor the availability of both bank 
and non-bank credit so as to ensure that viable Irish SMEs have sufficient access to finance.

28/02/2017WRM00750EU Investigations
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28/02/2017WRM00800205. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance when he expects the European 
Commission to make a final report on the tax affairs of a company (details supplied) here; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9945/17]

28/02/2017WRM00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Commission published 
the Final Decision in the Apple State aid case in December 2016.  This was sent to Ireland at 
the end of August 2016.  Ireland does not accept the Commission’s analysis, which is why we 
have lodged an application with the General Court of the European Union to annul the whole 
Decision.  It will likely be several years before the matter is ultimately settled by the European 
Courts.

28/02/2017WRM00950Banking Sector

28/02/2017WRM01000206. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the discussions his Department 
has had with the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs regarding 
the investigation of the establishment of a local public bank network here as committed to in the 
programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9946/17]

28/02/2017WRM01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the De-
partment of Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (DAHRRGA) 
has primary responsibility for the investigation of the German Sparkassen model of local public 
banks that operate within well-defined regions, as provided for in the Programme for Govern-
ment. 

The investigation of the potential of local public banking by DHRRGA is ongoing.  Of-
ficials from my Department met with officials from DAHRRGA in late 2016 and again this 
month and following these meetings, DAHRRGA has developed a programme of work to ex-
amine the feasibility of the Sparkassen model, as well as other models of local public banking. 

At present, DAHRGGA is engaging in a consultation with stakeholders and interested par-
ties to obtain their views on this issue.  The Department of Finance is continuing to provide 
input, assistance and support to DAHRRGA, as requested.

28/02/2017WRM01150Departmental Strategies

28/02/2017WRM01200207. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the discussions his Department 
has had with the European Investment Bank, EIB, and other Government Departments to es-
tablish an off balance sheet special purpose vehicle to draw down funding from the EIB to 
facilitate large scale mixed social and private residential development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9947/17]

28/02/2017WRM01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): ISIF and the wider NTMA is examin-
ing the feasibility of establishing, in conjunction with the private sector, a Housing Investment 
Fund, in a way that is both off-balance sheet and is commercially viable.  This vehicle should 
be capable of funding the delivery of substantial new mixed-tenure residential developments, 
comprising social and private housing.

Whilst a major objective of any such funding vehicle is to leverage additionality in terms 
of social housing supply, it is envisaged that a substantial portion of the overall supply of new 
units may need to be for private housing to meet the commerciality test and to satisfy the re-
quirements of an off-balance sheet investment model.    
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Although there have been a number of recent proposals in this space from private sector 
residential investors and developers, none have proven to be either commercial or likely to pass 
the requirements for an off-balance sheet model.  

Engagement with a wide array of key stakeholders in both the public and private sector 
is ongoing and involves the input of relevant Government departments, the CSO and others.  
There is ongoing engagement, also, with the European authorities, including Eurostat, and the 
European Commission. 

Initial discussions with the EIB have taken place, and these have explored possible EIB 
participation in funding the housing model.  These discussions follow recent interaction be-
tween this Department and ISIF with the EIB regarding EIB support for housing projects in 
other Member States.  Initial discussions and soundings indicate that the EIB is interested in 
supporting a housing model.  Attention is now focused on developing a model which meets the 
off-balance sheet requirements, and one in which the EIB might participate.

On the occasion of the formal launch of the EIB Group office in Ireland on 9 December 
2016, I chaired the first meeting of the EIB-Ireland Financing Group, comprising relevant Gov-
ernment Ministers, heads of agencies and EIB senior management.  One of the purposes of the 
Group is to examine opportunities for using EIB financing and technical assistance to address 
housing, transport and other infrastructure investment requirements.  The Group is supported 
by three sub-groups of officials and agency representatives, one of which is tasked with ad-
dressing issues in the area of Social Infrastructure, including housing.

28/02/2017WRM01350Credit Unions

28/02/2017WRM01400208. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the progress his Department has 
made in respect of the EUROSTAT investigation into the establishment by the Government of a 
bond to finance social housing investment suitable for credit unions to invest their surplus funds 
in; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9948/17]

28/02/2017WRM01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government has been exploring po-
tential mechanisms that would facilitate investment in social housing, including the off-balance 
sheet potential of private institutional investment.  ISIF led engagement on the Housing Fund 
mentioned in Rebuilding Ireland with a number of actors including both the CSO and Eurostat 
is currently ongoing.  The agreed Programme for a Partnership Government recognises the po-
tential role that credit unions can play in housing finance.  Officials from both my Department 
and the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government have met with 
the representative bodies on a number of occasions to examine how credit unions can assist 
in the area of social housing.  Officials from both Departments have also met with the Central 
Bank.  The Central Bank is currently engaging with the sector on proposals for credit unions 
to provide funding for social housing and has stated that while it does not comment on specific 
proposals, such investments could be facilitated by future regulations made by the Central 
Bank, where appropriate.  The Central Bank also stated that it is willing to consider the type of 
regulations that would be required to facilitate such proposals.  Ultimately, any funding mecha-
nisms will have to be put in place in the first instance by the credit unions themselves, with the 
support of their members, and with the agreement of the Central Bank.

28/02/2017WRM01550Help-To-Buy Scheme Data

28/02/2017WRM01600209. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications for 
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the help-to-buy scheme that have been deemed valid to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9949/17]

28/02/2017WRM01700219. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications for 
the help-to-buy scheme that have been deemed valid to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9980/17]

28/02/2017WRM01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 209 
and 219 together.

Individuals wishing to make a claim under the Help to Buy incentive are required to com-
plete a two-stage online process; an application and then a claim.  The application stage of the 
process allows would-be first-time buyers determine whether, and to what extent, they qualify 
for the incentive.  The claim stage allows for the refund to be made.

I am advised by Revenue that the number of Help to Buy applications received up to Friday 
24 February 2017 was:

No. of Applications Successful applications  Pending
3,320 1,105 2,215
This data shows that around one-third of applications are approved automatically and two-

thirds have a status of pending.  Pending means that the applicants have to file an outstanding 
return or address a compliance issue; their application must be reviewed by a Revenue case-
worker; or the applicant needs to finalise his or her application.

The processing time for pending applications depends on the time it takes an applicant to 
resolve any outstanding matters and Revenue is encouraging prospective applicants to file any 
necessary tax returns and address any outstanding issues before making the HTB application.  
The bulk of applicants to date are PAYE taxpayers and if a Form 12 tax return is outstanding 
it can be filed online very quickly by using ‘PAYE Services’ in my Account.  If there is a tax 
liability outstanding it can be paid using the ‘Payments’ facility in my Account.  A HTB applica-
tion can be approved automatically on the online system where there are no outstanding issues.

Once an application is successful, the time taken for the claim to be submitted depends 
on the claimant.  If he or she has the necessary evidence regarding the purchase of a property 
then their claim can be submitted without any delay.  More detailed information and guidance 
regarding these requirements is available on the Revenue website.

Of the 1,105 successful applications there have been 407 claims, with 129 verified and paid, 
and 278 pending verification.  Claims are verified by the qualifying contractor for first-time 
home purchases, or by the solicitor for first-time self-built homes.  The processing time for 
claims to be paid depends on the time taken by the qualifying contractor or solicitor to verify 
the claim.

28/02/2017WRM01850Brexit Issues

28/02/2017WRM01900210. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the steps the Revenue Commis-
sioners have taken to identify possible customs posts on the Border; the locations that have been 
examined for these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9950/17]

28/02/2017WRM02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s position in relation 
to the border with Northern Ireland in the context of BREXIT is very clear and has been articu-
lated by the Taoiseach on several occasions.  Continued freedom of movement, absence of a 
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hard border, and minimal impact on business and trade are key objectives.  The Government is 
clear that any manifestation of a hard border would have very negative consequences.  A key 
priority is to ensure the continued free flow of trade on the island and the need to avoid a hard 
border.

  Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 44.

28/02/2017WRM02250Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base Negotiations

28/02/2017WRM02300212. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the discussions he has had with 
his ECOFIN colleagues in view of the recent developments in respect of the common consoli-
dated tax base; the steps he has taken in the interests of protecting Ireland’s tax sovereignty; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9952/17]

28/02/2017WRM02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Commission’s proposal 
for a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base was published in October 2016 and an initial 
discussion on the proposal took place at the November 2016 ECOFIN meeting.  During the dis-
cussion, which was held in public session, a number of my fellow Ministers gave some initial 
impressions of the proposal. 

At December ECOFIN, Council Conclusions were approved in respect of the Commis-
sion’s wider package which includes the Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base proposal 
but there was no discussion of the proposals at that meeting.  The proposal has not been dis-
cussed at ECOFIN so far in 2017.

Technical discussions between Member States on the proposal are at a very early stage.  All 
countries, including Ireland are examining the proposal to assess the potential impact it would 
have if it was to be agreed.  The proposal is also likely to be subject to significant changes dur-
ing these technical discussions between Member States. 

As always, tax remains a matter of Member State competence and unanimity is required 
before any tax proposals can be agreed.

28/02/2017WRM02450Credit Union Restructuring

28/02/2017WRM02500213. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the progress his Department has 
made in the establishment of the credit union advisory committee; when the first meeting of the 
implementation group will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9953/17]

28/02/2017WRM02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): One recommendation of the Credit 
Union Advisory Committee (CUAC) in the Review of Implementation of the Recommenda-
tions in the Commission on Credit Unions Report (the Report) was that an Implementation 
Group be established for a specified period of time to oversee and monitor implementation 
of those recommendations in a methodical manner and to advise the Minister for Finance on 
progress.  

Publication of the Report in July 2016 was just the beginning of the process.  From Sep-
tember 2016 onwards CUAC continued working to enable a coherent implementation plan be 
devised.  The Department has been working closely with CUAC.

In line with CUAC’s recommendations, the Department invited one nominee from each of 
the stakeholder groups.  The Implementation Group consists of a representative from each of 
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the following: Irish League of Credit Unions; Credit Union Development Association; Credit 
Union Managers’ Association; National Supervisors Forum; and the Central Bank.  The Imple-
mentation Group also has a CUAC representative and is chaired by the Department.  This broad 
membership will ensure participation and contribution from all credit union perspectives.

The Implementation Group held its inaugural meeting on Monday 20 February 2017 and 
was also attended by all CUAC members.  It is intended that each CUAC recommendation 
will addressed separately with a view to implementation at the appropriate time.  Meetings 
will continue on a monthly basis with the next meeting scheduled for late March 2017.  The 
term of the Implementation Group is for one year which may be extended at the discretion of 
the Minister.  I look forward to receiving regular progress reports on the implementation of 
these important recommendations.

28/02/2017WRN00200Credit Union Services

28/02/2017WRN00300214. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the progress his Department has 
made with the Central Bank on the request by a number of credit unions to expand their debit 
card and mortgage services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9954/17]

28/02/2017WRN00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union Act, 1997 (1997 Act) 
and the Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016 (2016 Regula-
tions) (which set out services exempt from additional services requirements), set out the ser-
vices that a credit union may provide to its members.  Where a credit union wishes to provide 
services to its members, other than those services that are provided for under the 1997 Act or 
the list of services exempt from the additional services requirements set out in the 2016 Regula-
tions, an application may be made to the Central Bank for approval to provide such additional 
services in accordance with the provisions set out in sections 48-52 of the 1997 Act. 

Debit card provision (and the necessary underlying payment account service) is an addi-
tional service and as such requires Central Bank approval.  The Central Bank has recently 
approved a suite of additional services known as a Member Personal Current Account Service 
(MPCAS) under the Additional Services Framework set out in sections 48-52 of the 1997 Act.  
This service, which was recently approved for 6 applicant credit unions provides for credit 
unions to offer debit cards, overdrafts and a full range of payment services within an appropri-
ate risk framework.  Details of MPCAS and the approval process, along with the application 
requirements and related guidance are on the Central Bank’s website.  In its communication to 
the sector on MPCAS on 9 December 2016, the Central Bank highlighted that it will continue 
to consider, all applications for provision of additional services including debit cards.

Currently credit unions can provide mortgages to members, within certain maturity limits 
contained in the 2016 Regulations.  The 2016 Regulations set out the percentage of a credit 
union’s loan book that can be outstanding for periods exceeding both five and ten years, as 
well as limits on the maximum outstanding liability to an individual member.  Under the 2016 
Regulations, issued by the Central Bank in January 2016, credit unions continue to be allowed 
to lend up to 30% of their loan book over five years and up to 10% of their loan book over 10 
years, subject to a maximum maturity of 25 years.  In addition, credit unions are able to ap-
ply to the Central Bank for an extension to their longer term lending limits (up to 40% of their 
loan book over 5 years and up to 15% of their loan book over 10 years). Approval is subject to 
conditions set by the Central Bank.  There are 11 credit unions approved to avail of increased 
longer term lending limits.

The Central Bank informs me that the December 2016 Prudential Return indicates that for 
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the sector overall, total gross loans over 10 years amount to c. 2.7% of total loans in the credit 
union sector compared to the limit of 10% (and 15% in some cases).  

The Central Bank has indicated that while it can see longer term lending, including mort-
gages, as part of a balanced portfolio of total lending, in their analyses credit unions need to 
consider the impact of longer term lending on interest margins, return on assets and on balance 
sheet structure   as the issue of funding longer term lending with short term funding is a chal-
lenge for the credit union business model.  The Central Bank further informs me that consumer 
mortgage lending is an activity that has its own unique risk profile, and proposals to become 
involved in mortgage lending in a significant way must be supported by an evidenced based 
business case. 

The Credit Union Advisory Committee’s (CUAC) recent report provides a number of rec-
ommendations, one of which is to conduct a full review of lending limits.  I have established 
an Implementation Group which is currently looking at those recommendations with a view to 
implementation as appropriate. One area which the Implementation Group is focussing on is 
an examination of lending limits and concentration limits.  I look forward to regular progress 
reports from the Implementation Group as these recommendations are developed and imple-
mented.

28/02/2017WRN00500Investor Compensation Company Limited

28/02/2017WRN00600215. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the delays in having claims for compensation finalised and submitted to a body (details sup-
plied) for persons that lost investments with a company (details supplied); the measures he 
proposes to implement to eliminate these delays and have compensation payments made at an 
early date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9969/17]

28/02/2017WRN00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed that to date, the 
ICCL has received 1,977 claims for compensation from former clients of Custom House Capi-
tal Ltd (CHC).  All claims received are passed to the Administrator, Mr Kieran Wallace, who is 
required to certify the compensable loss involved for each claimant, following which notifica-
tion, the ICCL will arrange payment of compensation to the investors concerned.

As at 24 February 2017, the ICCL had paid out over €7.2 million to some 570 claimants.  
It is estimated by the Administrator that further compensation amounting to €12.9 million will 
arise in respect of the c. 1,407 claims still outstanding, resulting in a final compensation bill of 
€19.7 million. This amount has been fully provided for in the ICCL’s accounts. 

Under the terms of the Act the ICCL is obliged to pay compensation within three months 
of the certification of the relevant claim by the appointed Administrator of the investment firm 
concerned and notification to the ICCL.  The liquidation and administration of CHC has proved 
to be a complex and protracted exercise partly due to a number of legal issues arising in the 
course of the liquidation of the firm. 

Unfortunately, this has resulted in lengthy delays in the certification of claims by the Ad-
ministrator.  ICCL have been seeking to address these matters on an on-going basis and have 
made proposals to the Administrator regarding the acceleration of the certification process and 
are awaiting further developments. 

During 2016 the Board of ICCL established a working group to formulate potential rem-
edies to certification delays experienced in current claim cases.  In November 2016 this work-
ing group issued a report to myself and the Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland wherein 
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conclusions and recommendations were highlighted with the general objective of improving 
the outcome for the clients concerned. 

While a number of the proposals put forward are being progressed by the ICCL, others 
would encompass amendments to legislation. 

ICCL is currently consulting with the Central Bank, as the supervisory authority for inves-
tor compensation and once completed will then engage with my Department on these proposed 
amendments. 

28/02/2017WRN00800Investor Compensation Company Limited

28/02/2017WRN00900216. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the very serious concerns regarding the level of compensation being paid by the a body (de-
tails supplied) to persons who lost major investments through a company (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9970/17]

28/02/2017WRN01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Irish Investor Compensation 
Scheme (the “ICS”), operated by the Investor Compensation Company DAC (the “ICCL”), 
originates from the EU Directive 97/9/EC (“ICSD”) which requires each Member State to es-
tablish, on a minimum harmonisation basis, an Investor Compensation Scheme to ensure that 
small investors can receive statutory levels of compensation when they suffer losses to their 
assets as a consequence of fraud.  

I have been informed by the ICCL that the €20,000 maximum compensation limit currently 
in place has satisfied the claims of the majority of small investors in the nine compensation 
cases that it has handled since 1998.  On the basis of advice provided to the ICCL from Mr Ki-
eran Wallace the Administrator of CHC, the average compensation payment in the case of CHC 
is estimated at circa €10,000 per investor.  

In addition, I would like to note that since the failure of CHC in 2011 the Central Bank of 
Ireland has been provided with extensive new powers to help prevent the loss of client assets 
as occurred in that case.  These powers relate to new rules for safekeeping of client assets, new 
rules in respect of key management positions and enhanced monitoring and enforcement pow-
ers for the Central Bank.

28/02/2017WRN01100State Aid

28/02/2017WRN01200217. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the contact he has had with fel-
low EU Heads of Government regarding a case (details supplied). [1816/17]

28/02/2017WRN01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On 30 August 2016, it was announced 
that the Commission had issued a negative decision in the Apple State Aid case.  

The Government remains of the view that there was no breach of State Aid rules in this case 
and that the legislative provisions were correctly applied.  By appealing the Decision the Gov-
ernment is taking the necessary course of action to vigorously defend the Irish position.  

Member States have legal standing to intervene in all cases that go before the European 
courts and do so from time-to-time if it is considered that the case raises points of relevance for 
their country.
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It is the view of the Government that our appeal is necessary to defend the integrity of our 
tax system; to provide tax certainty to business; and to challenge the encroachment of EU state 
aid rules into the sovereign Member State competence of taxation.  

I have updated fellow EU Finance Ministers on the case from an Irish perspective.

If other Member States found that the issues we are raising are of relevance for their tax 
system, I would welcome their support for the Irish appeal.  

28/02/2017WRN01400Commissions of Investigation

28/02/2017WRN01500218. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if his officials are working on 
the terms of reference for a commission of inquiry into Project Eagle, which is under the remit 
of his Department. [7053/17]

28/02/2017WRN01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that, on 15 
September 2016, the Taoiseach met party leaders with a view to hearing their views on the 
potential establishment and suitable terms of reference of a Commission of Investigation.  The 
Taoiseach subsequently received a number of submissions on the matter.  

The Taoiseach met the party leaders again on 4 October 2016 and agreed in principle that 
the Government will establish a Commission of Investigation under the Commissions of Inves-
tigation Act 2004 to investigate into matters of significant public concern in relation to NAMA. 

I am advised that the party leaders acknowledged that there will be limitations on the Com-
mission’s work given the location of potential witnesses and documentation outside the juris-
diction and in light of ongoing criminal investigations. 

In addition, Statements on the Establishment of Commission of Investigation into NAMA 
were taken in this House on Wednesday, 1 February 2017.   As indicated on that occasion, the 
sensible course of action is to wait for the report of the Public Accounts Committee (“PAC”) 
before deciding on next steps.   

During those Statements, I reiterated that we have confirmed there is currently an agree-
ment, in principle, to establish a Commission of Investigation.  However, we do not currently 
have sufficiently specific terms of reference supported by evidence to justify the establishment 
of a Commission of Investigation.  For this reason it is important that we receive the report 
of the Public Accounts Committee on Project Eagle and consider any further information this 
report may bring to light, the findings it presents and the evidence substantiating such findings.

This Government and many Deputies, including the PAC Chairman, are aligned in the un-
derstanding that the imminent PAC report will be invaluable in assessing our next steps.  We 
should consider and debate the contents and findings carefully before establishing any potential 
terms of reference for any such Commission of Investigation.  There may be well questions 
currently being suggested for a Commission of Investigation which will be adequately covered 
off by the PAC report.  There may also be findings supported by evidence which warrant further 
investigation.

It is sensible that the Oireachtas will fully study and debate the PAC report when it arrives.  
The agreement in principle to establish a Commission of Investigation remains.  However, we 
should not establish Commissions of Investigation lightly and must ensure that any Commis-
sion of Investigation has specific terms of reference supported by evidence to justify its estab-
lishment.  Commissions are expensive and time consuming but serve an important purpose 
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when other avenues of justice are not appropriate and when they are properly established on the 
basis of evidence to support their terms of reference.

  Question No. 219 answered with Question No. 209.

28/02/2017WRN01800Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base Negotiations

28/02/2017WRN01900220. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the discussions has he had with 
his ECOFIN colleagues in view of the recent developments in respect of the common consoli-
dated tax base; the steps he has taken in the interests of protecting Ireland’s tax sovereignty; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9981/17]

28/02/2017WRN02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The European Commission’s proposal 
for a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base was published in October 2016 and an initial 
discussion on the proposal took place at the November 2016 ECOFIN meeting. During the dis-
cussion, which was held in public session, a number of my fellow Ministers gave some initial 
impressions of the proposal.

At December ECOFIN, Council Conclusions were approved in respect of the Commission’s 
wider package which includes the Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base proposal but 
there was no discussion of the proposals at that meeting. The proposal has not been discussed at 
ECOFIN so far in 2017.

Technical discussions between Member States on the proposal are at a very early stage.  All 
countries, including Ireland are examining the proposal to assess the potential impact it would 
have if it was to be agreed. The proposal is also likely to be subject to significant changes during 
these technical discussions  between Member States.

As always, tax remains a matter of Member State competence and unanimity is required 
before any tax proposals can be agreed.

28/02/2017WRN02100Insurance Compensation Fund

28/02/2017WRN02200221. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the progress that has been 
made in respect of the liquidation of a company (details supplied); if those caught up in out-
standing claims are facing any losses; the role of the insurance compensation fund; the role 
of the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland; the current estimate of the number and value of 
outstanding claims and the shortfall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10001/17]

28/02/2017WRN02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Setanta was placed into liquidation by 
the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014.  Setanta is a Maltese incorporated 
company and therefore, the Setanta liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.  The 
most recent figures received by the Department of Finance from the Liquidator for Setanta is 
that the number of open claims is 1,658.

Progress in the liquidation has been delayed due to court proceedings in the case of Law 
Society of Ireland v the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland (MIBI).  The current position is that 
we are awaiting the outcome of MIBI’s appeal to the High Court ruling, which was heard before 
the Supreme Court in October 2016.  No date has been specified for the judgment. 

In relation to whether any outstanding claims are facing losses, it should be noted that prior 
to this court case, we would have expected the Insurance Compensation Fund to have met 
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the third party claims up to a limit of 65%  and a ceiling of €825,000 per claimant.  In such a 
situation the third party claimants would have suffered a loss due to the cap.  However if the 
High Court ruling is upheld then the MIBI will compensate third parties fully up to a limit of 
€1,220,000 per claim for property, regardless of the number of claimants, while there will be no 
cap on payments for personal injury claims.  

As the Deputy is aware, a small number of additional claims are not affected by the court 
proceedings and are being processed by the Office of the Accountant of the Courts of Justice 
due to the fact that they are 1st party claims and come unambiguously within the remit of 
the  Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF).  In relation to these policyholders the cap of 65% ap-
plies and in total €608,085  has been made to date to such Setanta policyholders.    

The position in relation to 3rd party motor insurance claims is that they are unlikely to be 
processed until after the outcome of the Supreme Court appeal.

The Liquidator for Setanta has informed me that:

-  Claims provision required stands at between €87.7 million and €95.2 million.

-  Setanta policies were cancelled in May 2014.  The 2 years allowable under the statute of 
limitation to lodge claims has expired so the claims figures will not increase further.

-  The Liquidator reports that it is proving difficult to settle claims in advance of the outcome 
of the MIBI appeal.

-  The Liquidator continues to be of the view that he will not be in a position to meet more 
than 30% of claims.

I expect to be able to provide a more accurate update after the legal proceedings are con-
cluded.

28/02/2017WRN02400Insurance Compensation Fund

28/02/2017WRN02500222. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the motor insurance com-
pensation framework in place at present in the event of a motor insurance firm being liquidated; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10002/17]

28/02/2017WRN02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Insurance guarantee schemes provide 
last-resort protection to policyholders and beneficiaries when insurers are unable to fulfil their 
contractual commitments.  They protect against the risk that claims will not be met in the event 
of a failure of an insurance undertaking.

The main insurance guarantee scheme in Ireland is the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF) 
which covers the liabilities of insurance policyholders in the event of a failure of a non-life 
insurance undertaking (other than a health insurer). 

The ICF is primarily designed to facilitate payments to policyholders in relation to risks in 
the State where an Irish authorised non-life insurer or a non-life insurer authorised in another 
EU/EEA Member State which is providing insurance in respect of risks within the State, goes 
into liquidation and the approval of the High Court has been obtained for such payments.

With the approval of the High Court, money may be paid out of the Fund to the liquidator 
of an insolvent insurer to meet claims (other than the refund of a premium) due to a natural 
person under a policy issued by the insurer, up to a limit of 65% of such claims and a ceiling of 
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€825,000 per claimant.  Payments from the Fund are made only where it is determined by the 
High Court that it is unlikely that the claim can be met otherwise than from the Fund.

The Deputy will also be aware that the High Court decision in September 2015, ruled the 
MIBI liable for third party motor insurance claims in the event of the liquidation of an insur-
ance company.  This decision was appealed by the MIBI, however in March 2016, the Court of 
Appeal dismissed the appeal.  Subsequently, in April 2016, the Supreme Court made an order 
allowing an appeal to that Court.  This appeal was heard by the Supreme Court in October 2016 
and judgement was reserved.  No date has been specified for judgement. 

MIBI’s main purpose is to pay financial compensation to innocent victims of uninsured 
and/or untraced vehicles.  The MIBI compensates for death or injury to a person, or damage to 
property which is required to be covered by an approved policy of insurance under section 56 
of the Road Traffic Act 1961. The amounts payable in respect of claims under the Road Traffic 
Act is 100% to a current limit of €1,220,000 per claim for property, regardless of the number of 
claimants.  The limit does not apply in the case of personal injury.

Finally, the Review of the Framework for Motor Insurance Compensation in Ireland, which 
was published in June 2016, sets out the Joint Working Group’s assessment of the current frame-
work and makes recommendations to provide certainty regarding the compensation framework 
in Ireland. Its key recommendations are:

-  The level of cover from the ICF for third party motor insurance claims be increased from 
65% to 100% in line with that currently provided by the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland.

-  The increased coverage of the ICF be funded by a direct contribution to the ICF from the 
motor insurance industry. While the Review   indicated that this would come  via the Motor 
Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland, to the value of 35% of the third party motor insurance claims, fur-
ther discussions are ongoing with industry about options for alternative funding arrangements 
which would provide greater  predictability about their financial exposure.

28/02/2017WRN02700Insurance Compensation Fund

28/02/2017WRN02800223. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
on the impact of the collapse of a company (details supplied); if those caught up in outstanding 
claims are facing any losses; the role of the insurance compensation fund; the role of the Motor 
Insurance Bureau of Ireland; the current estimate of the number and value of outstanding claims 
and the shortfall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10003/17]

28/02/2017WRN02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Enterprise Insurance Company plc (En-
terprise) is a Gibraltar incorporated company and, therefore, the Enterprise liquidation is being 
carried out under the laws of Gibraltar.  The situation around the Enterprise liquidation is an 
evolving one.  The position as it currently stands is as set out below.

A Provisional Liquidator was appointed to Enterprise on 25 July 2016. A report of the Pro-
visional Liquidator was considered by the Supreme Court of Gibraltar on 26 October 2016, 
after which the Supreme Court agreed with the appointment of a liquidator to Enterprise.  Upon 
appointment, the Liquidator disclaimed all Enterprise motor policies resulting in all motor poli-
cies written by Enterprise ceasing to be effective from midnight 26 October 2016.  

According to the Enterprise website, the Liquidator is currently confirming arrangements 
for the management of claims as well as establishing the process by which claims may be sub-
mitted.  Directions for the submission of claims will be detailed on the website of for Enterprise 
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(www.eigplc.com/) as soon as they are available.  Persons who have a query or a claim should 
contact the Liquidator and his team on telephone number 00 350 200 50150 or info@eigplc.
com. 

My officials are liaising with the liquidator to find out the number and value of outstanding 
claims.  At this stage, this information has not been made available. 

In relation to refunds for outstanding cover on policies, Enterprise’s agent in Ireland, Wright-
way Underwriting Ltd, has advised the Central Bank that it has informed brokers to make an 
ex-gratia payment to affected policyholders.  This payment will be equal to the value of the 
premium from 26 October 2016 until the end of the current policy contract . Policyholders are 
advised by the Central Bank to discuss any such refunds with their broker. 

In relation to the role of the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF) the Deputy should note 
that it provides for payments to meet the liabilities of insolvent insurers in certain cases where 
it is unlikely that claims can be met otherwise than from the ICF.  Management and administra-
tion of the ICF is under the control of the President of the High Court acting through the Office 
of the Accountant of the Courts of Justice.  Under the Insurance Act 1964, in a liquidation all 
ICF payments are subject to a limit of 65% of the amount due or €825,000, whichever is the 
lesser.  In addition, claims by bodies corporate or incorporated bodies are not covered by the 
ICF, except where there is a liability to or by an individual. 

In relation to the role of the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland (MIBI), the High Court 
issued a decision in the Law Society of Ireland v the MIBI case to the effect that the MIBI’s 
liability under the 2009 Agreement extended to situations of insurer insolvency (subject to each 
individual claim being deemed eligible).  This decision was then appealed by the MIBI, how-
ever in March 2016, the Court of Appeal dismissed the appeal.  Subsequently, in April 2016, 
the Supreme Court made an order allowing an appeal to that Court.  This appeal was heard by 
the Supreme Court in October 2016 and judgement was reserved.  No date has been specified 
for delivery of the judgment.  If the High Court ruling is upheld then the MIBI will be liable 
to compensate third parties up to a limit of €1,220,000 per claim for property, regardless of the 
number of claimants, while there will be no cap on payments for personal injury claims.  

28/02/2017WRN03000Financial Services Sector

28/02/2017WRN03100224. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Finance the outcome of the recent Euro-
pean Financial Forum in Dublin Castle; and the role his Department is taking in relation to the 
attraction of new financial service companies here. [4169/17]

28/02/2017WRN03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The second annual European Financial 
Forum was held on 24 January 2017 and was a key deliverable as part of the IFS2020 Strategy’s 
Action Plan for 2016.  The event was hosted by my colleague Minister of State for Financial 
Services, Eoghan Murphy TD, who has responsibility for the IFS2020 strategy. IDA Ireland 
and EI had lead responsibility for organising this event, in consultation with the Department of 
Finance and other key public sector and industry stakeholders.  I attended the closing sessions 
of the EFF and gave the final remarks to close off a day of very interesting speeches, panel 
discussions and presentations.

The European Financial Forum 2017 was a tremendous success with approximately 700 
delegates in attendance, representing around 400 companies from 30 countries.  The 2017 Fo-
rum featured keynote speakers and panel discussions on a number of themes.  A major focus 
for the 2017 Forum was the macro economic outlook for the global economy and impacts for 
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financial services.  Given the many international developments in 2016, the EFF2017 was par-
ticularly timely in shaping the discussion around the outlook for financial services in our ever 
changing world. Preliminary planning has begun for a possible third European Financial Forum 
early in 2018.

EFF 2017 featured 24 domestic and international speakers which included President of the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, Jin Liqun; Blackrock Vice Chairman, Philipp Hildeb-
rand; and Credit Suisse Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors (and Chair of the British Bankers’ 
Association), Noreen Doyle among others.

Minister of State Murphy launched IFS2020 Action Plan for 2017 the evening before the fo-
rum.  The 2017 plan was drafted following extensive engagement with both public and private 
sector stakeholders through the IFS2020 implementation framework.  The 2017 Action Plan is 
divided into two sections.  Section one is a contextual piece outlining the development of the 
Strategy with a strong focus on Brexit while section two contains the suite of 40 individual 
measures to be actioned in 2017 under the IFS2020 strategic priorities, with the Department or 
agency responsible for each measure, and the timeline for delivery.  A copy of the 2017 Action 
plan was provided to each attendee of the EFF.

Since his appointment Minister Murphy has undertaken a significant number of overseas 
visits to promote Ireland as a destination for financial services investment and launch the IFS 
Ireland banner brand.  In September 2016 Minister Murphy travelled to Singapore, Shanghai 
and Tokyo, in October he visited New York and Washington and in January participated at the 
Asian Financial Forum in Hong Kong while also visiting Beijing.

Minister of State Murphy will continue to promote Ireland overseas as the perfect European 
location for financial services investment as the IFS2020 Strategy moves into 2017, with up-
coming engagements in London, Brussels and a visit to Asia in May.  Minister Murphy will of 
course meet with international IFS firms and promote our financial services offering during his 
St Patrick’s Day visits to Montreal and Toronto.  In addition officials from my department con-
tinue to engage with key financial services stakeholders through the IFS2020 framework to en-
sure continued growth and development of the international financial services sector in Ireland. 

28/02/2017WRN03300Financial Services Sector

28/02/2017WRN03400225. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance if he has raised Ireland’s 
bid to secure the European Banking Authority with his EU counterparts in bilateral meetings. 
[2781/17]

28/02/2017WRN03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While I personally have not specifically 
raised this issue in talks, I would point out that  Minister of State, Deputy Eoghan Murphy along 
with my officials are using every opportunity, to promote Ireland as a location of choice for the 
European Banking Authority. 

We place a strong emphasis on Financial Services as can be seen from the growth and de-
velopment of this sector both in the International Financial Services Centre in Dublin and other 
locations in the country. I believe that the location of international financial institutions in Ire-
land sends a positive signal to global financial services sector of the importance Ireland place 
on its international financial services sector. 

The continued growth and development of the financial services is also one of the aims in 
our IFS 2020 plan which was published in 2015. This plan has 40 actions for this year, one of 
which (number 35) is specifically to promote Ireland “as the location of choice for the European 



28 February 2017

221

Banking Authority”. 

I would like to point out that the ultimate decision on relocation of the European Banking 
Authority will be made by both the European Council and Parliament and will be linked to the 
triggering of Article 50 by the UK and subsequent negotiations between it and the European 
Union. 

28/02/2017WRN03600Universal Social Charge Abolition

28/02/2017WRN03700226. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of abolish-
ing the universal social charge, USC, and the impact on fiscal space in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 
and 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10054/17]

28/02/2017WRN03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The fiscal forecasts contained in Budget 
2017 set out projections in respect of 2017 to 2021.  Projections beyond 2021 are not available 
at this stage.    

The indicative net fiscal space over the 2018 to 2021 period is some €9.3 billion in cumula-
tive terms (as outlined in Budget 2017 Table A7).  

It should be noted that indicative fiscal space highlighted in the budgetary annexes require 
a number of assumptions, including in relation to reference rates for potential growth, deflators 
and certain other variables used in calculation.  These inputs are based on current projections 
and are likely to change over time.  

In 2017, the Universal Social Charge (USC) is projected to raise approximately €3.7 billion 
in Exchequer receipts terms, with this level expected to increase, on a dynamic basis, as em-
ployment and wage growth are projected to continue over the forecast horizon. This projection 
incorporated the €335 million first year cost of the USC changes announced in the recent Bud-
get. It is estimated that the Budget 2017 USC measures would cost €385 million in a full year.

The actual cost of abolishing the USC over the medium term, i.e. to 2021, would be im-
pacted by the phasing used but in terms of the broad order of magnitude, it would absorb 
around 40% of the currently available net fiscal space out to 2021.  

28/02/2017WRN03900NAMA Debtors

28/02/2017WRN04000227. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of debt repaid by 
debtors who are leaving NAMA; the amount of debt they had owed when entering NAMA; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10071/17]

28/02/2017WRN04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In answering the Deputy’s question I 
would refer the Deputy to the information that is published by NAMA on a quarterly basis as 
part of its Section 55 report.  This information is laid before the Houses and is available on the 
NAMA website.

Footnote 15 of the NAMA quarterly Report and Accounts sets out a full reconciliation of 
the movement in NAMA’s loans and receivables.  This quarterly reconciliation provides a great 
deal of insight into the various movements in loans and receivables over the life of NAMA.

The Supplementary Information Provided as part of the Section 55 report also provides 
helpful detail regarding the NAMA loan book.  Section 4, romanette 2, entitled the “Number 
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and Condition of Outstanding Loans,” provides high level loan performance metrics.  Section 4, 
romanette 3, entitled “Categorisation of non-performing as the degree of default,” categorises 
all non-performing loans by degree of default.  Both of these sections contain detailed informa-
tion regarding:

-  the number of loans outstanding;

-  the nominal value of these loans  (i.e. the amount owed to NAMA by the borrower);

-  NAMA’s carrying value pre-impairment; and

-  NAMA’s carrying value less impairment.

These reports, which have been published quarterly since NAMA’s inception, provide a rich 
source of information regarding the progression of the NAMA loan book over time and allows 
any interested party to monitor the progression of the NAMA loan book, including:

-  the amount of debt repaid by debtors over time;

-  the amount of debt owed by debtors over time;

-  the performance and delinquency status of that debt over time;

-  the value NAMA attributes to that debt, over time; and

-  the number of connections to which that debt relates, over time. 

This information provides the Deputy with a rich history of data which am sure will be of 
interest in answering his question and providing additional insight into the NAMA loan book.

28/02/2017WRN04200Motor Insurance

28/02/2017WRN04300228. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his efforts to 
improve the provision of affordable motor insurance; his views on whether the levels of profit 
in the sector needs to be focused on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10072/17]

28/02/2017WRN04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The Working Group on the Cost of 
Motor Insurance, chaired by Minister of State, Deputy Eoghan Murphy, completed its Report 
in December 2016.  The Report was approved by the Government on 10 January 2017 and 
subsequently published.  It sets out a detailed set of 33 recommendations and 71 actions to 
tackle those factors that are influencing the increasing cost of motor insurance by introducing 
a comprehensive suite of reforms for the insurance  sector some of which can be actioned im-
mediately or are already underway and others which will require a longer period of time to put 
in place.  Implementation of the Action Plan has already commenced.  

In relation to the issue of profitability,  the Deputy should note that this issue is discussed 
in Chapter 3 of the Report.  It highlights that the industry made substantial profits between 
2005 and 2008 (€2.2bn of which €1bn approx. related to motor insurance). However during 
the period from 2009 to 2015, there were underwriting losses of €1.3bn, with motor insurance 
accounting for €900m of this.  It should also be noted that the low interest rate environment has 
materially affected the levels of interest or investment income which insurers can earn and has 
reduced their ability to compensate in part for their underwriting losses.

The issue of profitability therefore has been problematic for the industry in the last few years 
and this has been a contributory factor to the price increases over the last 18 months. 
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My primary focus at this stage is ensuring that the Cost of Motor Insurance Report is fully 
implemented as I believe this will lead to greater stability in the pricing of motor insurance and 
will help prevent the volatility that we have seen in the market in the past (both up and down).  
It should also better facilitate  new entrants into the market which in turn should provide con-
sumers with a greater choice of companies to choose from.

28/02/2017WRO00200Tax Reliefs Application

28/02/2017WRO00300229. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance his views on the fact that the Rev-
enue Commissioners state they will process Med 1 applications submitted online in five days, 
but that applications submitted via post will take 20 days to process, which puts persons without 
Internet access,or those who are not computer literate, at a major disadvantage; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10090/17]

28/02/2017WRO00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that they are 
committed to processing all paper health expenses claims (Med 1 form) within 20 working 
days.  This is set out in their Customer Service Standards published on their website.

Taxpayers are, however, encouraged to self manage their tax affairs using the suite of online 
facilities provided by Revenue.  This includes the submission of health expenses claims using 
the online facilities as the quickest, most secure and most efficient way to get a refund of tax 
to which the taxpayer may be entitled.  It is possible to provide a quicker service for taxpayers 
using the online services as it involves, in many cases, a fully automated processing service re-
quiring no intervention by a Revenue official.  Paper forms, on the other hand, need to be dealt 
with by a Revenue official and therefore take longer to process.

I am aware that Revenue has made and continues to make a significant investment in, and 
improvements to, their online service offering, to make it even easier for taxpayers to do their 
business online.  They are now designing their systems to ensure that taxpayers with limited 
computer knowledge can use their systems.

Revenue fully appreciates, however, that not all taxpayers will be able to, or wish to, con-
duct their business online and it continues to process paper based transactions from such tax-
payers, albeit that the processing time will be longer than for online transactions. 

28/02/2017WRO00500Living Wage

28/02/2017WRO00600230. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the cost of implementing a liv-
ing wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in agencies funded by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10100/17]

28/02/2017WRO00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I wish to inform the Deputy that the 
cost of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed by 
my Department would be €55,816.42 annually.

With regard to the cost of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees 
in agencies funded by my Department, the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal is the 
only body funded by my Department and there would be no additional cost to that organisation 
if they implemented a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees.
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28/02/2017WRO00800Brexit Issues

28/02/2017WRO00900231. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
continues to garner support for Ireland’s position in the context of Brexit negotiations with par-
ticular reference to the need to maintain the concept of a borderless economy. [8702/17]

28/02/2017WRO01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government priorities for the Brex-
it negotiations are clear: minimising the impact on trade and the economy, protecting the North-
ern Ireland Peace Process, maintaining the Common Travel Area, and influencing the future 
of the European Union. A programme of intense engagement at political and official level is 
continuing to ensuring that our priorities are heard and understood across Europe, and that the 
EU’s position for the forthcoming negotiations reflects our priorities. 

The Government’s position in relation to the border with Northern Ireland has been articu-
lated by the Taoiseach on several occasions.   Any manifestation of a hard border would have 
very negative consequences for our country. 

28/02/2017WRO01100Economic Growth Rate

28/02/2017WRO01200232. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance his views on the European Com-
mission’s raised forecast of GDP growth of the economy of 3.4%; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10159/17]

28/02/2017WRO01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The European Commission’s 2017 
Winter economic forecast was published on 13 February.  The Commission is forecasting GDP 
growth for Ireland of 3.4 per cent this year, a downward revision of 0.2 percentage points rela-
tive to Autumn 2016. This is broadly in line with my own Department’s forecast of 3.5 per cent 
growth this year, published as part of Budget 2017.  According to these forecasts Ireland is 
expected to be among the fastest growing economies in Europe this year.  

The dataflow since the Budget has been encouraging indicating that the strong momentum 
has continued:

-  The economy expanded by 6.9 per cent year-on-year in the first three quarters of 2016.

-  Exports are holding up well. Service exports have been particularly strong recording 
double-digit growth, year-on-year, in the third quarter.

-  Employment in the fourth quarter of 2016 grew by 3.3 per cent on an annual basis - an 
increase of over 65,000 jobs. 

-  Data for 2017 is likewise encouraging with the unemployment rate for January falling to 
6.8 per cent, down from 8.6 per cent a year earlier.

On this basis, the economy remains on course for continued robust growth this year. How-
ever, we do face considerable economic challenges, notably Brexit, the change in policy direc-
tion by the new US administration, and growing uncertainty in the global economy.  This was 
explicitly recognised in the economic outlook published with the Budget, which detailed risks 
to the outlook and noted that these are firmly tilted to the downside.  

Updated macroeconomic forecasts will be published by my Department, as part of the Sta-
bility and Programme Update, in April this year.
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28/02/2017WRO01400Commercial Property

28/02/2017WRO01500233. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if recourse is available to a 
company which made an unsuccessful bid to a receiver on behalf of a bank for a distressed 
commercial property which was higher than that of the accepted bid; if this kind of practice is 
encouraged by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10219/17]

28/02/2017WRO01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is not clear what the circumstances of 
this case are or why a decision was taken to accept a lower bid. Such a decision can be made 
for valid commercial reasons.  If any unlawful steps have been taken the appropriate avenue for 
recourse would be through the Courts.  Primary legislative responsibility in this area would rest 
with my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality. 

28/02/2017WRO01700Credit Unions

28/02/2017WRO01800234. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason a credit union 
(details supplied) has not been allowed by the Central Bank to hold an AGM since 2012; the 
number of credit unions that have had their AGMs delayed for more than nine months; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10226/17]

28/02/2017WRO01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland is responsi-
ble for the regulation of credit unions registered under the Credit Union Act, 1997 (as amended) 
(1997 Act).

The Central Bank is subject to strict confidentiality requirements and cannot comment on 
individual credit unions.

In relation to the holding of an Annual General Meeting (AGM) in accordance with Section 
78(2) of the 1997 Act, the Central Bank informs me that it works closely with credit unions 
on a case by case basis to resolve any regulatory issues arising before a credit union can hold 
its AGM.  In this regard members should seek information from their individual credit union 
regarding the proposed timing of their AGM.

Under section 78(4) of the 1997 Act the Central Bank may direct a credit union to postpone, 
for a period not exceeding nine months, the holding of the annual general meeting of a credit 
union.  The Central Bank states that any actions taken by the Central Bank are taken in the in-
terests of credit union members and protecting their savings and in the interests of the orderly 
and proper regulation of the business of a credit union in line with its statutory mandate.

The Central Bank further informs me that at present, less than 5% of all active credit unions 
have had their AGMs delayed for more than nine months.  The Central Bank is working closely 
with each one of these credit unions to address any regulatory issues in advance of their AGMs 
being held.

28/02/2017WRO02000Tracker Mortgage Data

28/02/2017WRO02100235. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank has 
plans to investigate if customers with business loans were wrongly denied their contractual 
right to return to a tracker rate following a period on a fixed rate or have not been put on the 
correct tracker rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10227/17]
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28/02/2017WRO02200243. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the exact scope of the Cen-
tral Bank tracker mortgage examination which is ongoing. [10369/17]

28/02/2017WRO02300244. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of affected cus-
tomers and the number of those who have had the correct tracker rate reinstated for each bank, 
with regard to the ongoing Central Bank tracker examination; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10370/17]

28/02/2017WRO02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 235, 
243 and 244 together.

The Tracker Mortgage Examination is the most significant supervisory review undertaken 
in the context of the Central Bank’s consumer protection remit.  In line with the Bank’s man-
date to ensure that the best interests of consumers are protected, the Central Bank’s immediate 
focus is to ensure that lenders prioritise the identification of impacted customers and prevent 
further harm.  

The scope of the Tracker Mortgage Examination covers all lenders which sold tracker mort-
gage accounts, including both for the family home and investment properties, up to the end of 
2015:

-  that originated on tracker interest rates;

-  that had tracker interest rates applied at any stage during the term of the underlying mort-
gage agreements and-or

-  where the underlying mortgage agreements provided for contractual rights to or options 
for tracker interest rates at any stage during the term of the agreements.

All tracker mortgage accounts that fall within this scope are covered by the Examination.

The Examination is a key priority for the Central Bank and it is working to ensure that the 
Examination is completed as soon as possible.  While significant progress has been made, the 
Central Bank advises that due to the scale and complexity of the review, it will take some fur-
ther time to complete. 

In December the Central Bank issued a statement which indicated that so far lenders had 
identified approximately 8,200 accounts where a right to, or the option of, a tracker rate of inter-
est and/or the correct rate of interest was not provided to customers in accordance with lenders’ 
contractual or regulatory requirements.  In his subsequent appearance before the Joint Oireach-
tas Committee, the Governor indicated that this is a lower band figure and that it is expected the 
number of affected cases will be higher. 

Based on current progress, the Central Bank expects that all relevant lenders will have 
identified and commenced engagement with most impacted customers by mid-2017.  Payment 
of redress and compensation, processing and consideration of any customer appeals and the 
Central Bank’s own assurance work will continue beyond this point for some lenders. 

The Central Bank has set down a robust framework whereby lenders’ internal reviews will 
be overseen by independent third parties.  As part of the Examination, the Central Bank has 
made very clear what it expects of lenders in terms of redress and compensation to impacted 
customers.

28/02/2017WRO02500Tax Compliance
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28/02/2017WRO02600236. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the tax that hosts of a company 
(details supplied) are liable for; and the differences between the tax relief measures available to 
landlords and the tax relief measures available to these hosts. [10250/17]

28/02/2017WRO02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Individuals who provide short-term 
guest accommodation organised through platforms such as the company in question are liable 
to income tax, USC and PRSI in the normal manner on the profits arising from the provision of 
such accommodation. 

Where the services are provided on an occasional basis, as distinct from in the course of 
a trade, the income arising is treated as miscellaneous income and expenses incurred directly 
in the provision of the accommodation, for example the cost of providing meals, light, heat or 
laundering costs, would be allowed to be deducted in computing the homeowner’s taxable prof-
its from that activity.  An individual who provides the services in the course of a trade can avail 
of the normal trading deductions in computing his or her taxable profits.

In relation to rental income arising to landlords, I am advised that the taxable income is the 
gross rent less allowable expenses incurred in earning that rent, as specified in section 97(2) of 
the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997. The main deductible expenses are:

-  any rent payable by the landlord in the case of a sub-lease;

-  the cost to the landlord of any goods provided or services rendered to a tenant;

-  the cost of maintenance, repairs, insurance and management of the property;

-  the interest on borrowed money used to purchase, improve or repair the property, which, 
in the case of residential property, is restricted to 80% of the interest and is subject to com-
pliance with Private Residential Tenancies Board registration requirements for all tenancies 
that existed in relation to the property in the relevant year (full interest deductibility is being 
restored incrementally by way of annual 5% increases, with full restoration by 2021).  The re-
striction does not apply to certain lettings to tenants in receipt of social housing supports; and

-  the payment of local authority rates. 

In addition, wear and tear capital allowances are available in respect of the capital expen-
diture incurred on fixtures and fittings provided by a landlord for the purposes of furnishing 
rented residential accommodation.  These allowances are granted at the rate of 12.5% per an-
num of the actual cost of the fixtures and fittings over a period of 8 years.

As is the case with profits earned by hosts, rental profits arising to landlords who are indi-
viduals are subject to income tax, USC and PRSI in the normal manner. 

28/02/2017WRO02800Banking Sector Regulation

28/02/2017WRO02900237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 60 of 26 January 2017 his views on whether the ECB could clarify more clearly 
its policy of Article 28 Council Regulation (EU) No 1024/2013, in particular, if a member of 
the ECB commits a criminal offence the circumstances in which the ECB could rely on Article 
28 Council Regulation (EU) No 1024/2013 to dismiss an investigation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10262/17]

28/02/2017WRO03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  As I outlined in my previous response 
to the Deputy last month in relation to this matter the Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM) 
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has ultimate responsibility for supervision of the banking sector.  The SSM is comprised of 
the ECB and the national competent authorities (NCAs) of participating Member States.  The 
Irish national competent authority is the Central Bank of Ireland.  Since 4 November 2014, the 
SSM has been responsible for the prudential supervision of all significant credit institutions in 
the participating Member States, which includes Ireland.  The Central Bank of Ireland remains 
responsible for the supervision of activities of those institutions defined as less significant in-
stitutions. 

The Council Regulation article that the deputy refers to gives some details of supervisory 
activities to be carried out at an ECB level and activities that rest with the national competent 
authorities. 

The SSM has wide-ranging supervisory and enforcement powers in relation to credit insti-
tutions. It is solely a matter for the SSM as to how these powers are exercised.  If the Deputy 
has information that these powers may have been exercised improperly or suspects a breach 
of relevant European Union law, these should be reported to the Central Bank of Ireland as the 
national competent authority. 

Further information can be found here: www.centralbank.ie/regulation/industry-sectors/
credit-institutions/Pages/default.aspx

28/02/2017WRO03100Help-To-Buy Scheme Administration

28/02/2017WRO03200238. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Finance if the first time buyers grant 
can be used to contribute towards a required deposit; and the mechanism in place to ensure it 
can be available for this purpose at contract stage. [10263/17]

28/02/2017WRO03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
the Help to Buy incentive which was initially announced on 19 July 2016 as part of ‘Rebuild-
ing Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness’ and was legislated for in Finance Act 
2016.  The initiative aims to assist a first-time purchaser to fund the deposit required to purchase 
or self-build a new property to serve as their principal primary residence . The scheme is open 
to both those who are purchasing new builds from a developer, and those who self-build.

The application process for the Help to Buy incentive varies depending on the relevant prop-
erty type.  For new builds purchased on or after 1 January 2017, which meet the requirements 
of the scheme, the appropriate rebate is payable directly to the developer once the contract to 
purchase the property has been entered into.  In this manner it forms part of the 10% deposit that 
is usually paid to the developer by the purchaser.

For applicants who are undertaking to self-build a property and who draw down the first 
tranche of their qualifying loan on or after 1 January 2017, the refund is paid to the claim-
ant’s bank account following such draw down.  The information supplied by the claimant must 
be verified by the claimant’s solicitor before any refund is paid.

There is also a third category of claimants under the Help to Buy incentive, known as ret-
rospective claimants.  This comprises individuals who have contracted to purchase a new build 
home, or who have drawn down the first tranche of their qualifying loan to self-build a home, 
in the period between 19 July 2016 and 31 December 2016.  As these individuals would have 
already paid their deposits/commenced building prior to the commencement of the incentive, 
any potential rebate they are due under the scheme will be paid retrospectively directly to them.  
Retrospective claimants are required to submit supporting documentation including a signed 
copy of the contract, evidence of their mortgage or mortgage drawdown, and details of the 
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property directly to Revenue.

28/02/2017WRO03400Property Tax Assessments

28/02/2017WRO03500239. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the local 
property tax, LPT, for a property (details supplied) in Dublin 15 was calculated for the years 
2012 to 2017. [10283/17]

28/02/2017WRO03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-
assessed tax, which places the onus on the property owner to calculate the tax due based on his 
or her calculation of the market value of the property.

The person in question filed the statutory LPT return in 2013 confirming the value of the 
property to be in Valuation Band 2.  The person also claimed an exemption from LPT on the 
basis of pyritic damage to the property. Supporting documentation subsequently confirmed that 
the property was remediated prior to the commencement of LPT and on that basis did not 
qualify for the exemption.  This left Revenue with no option but to withdraw the exemption and 
seek to collect the LPT liabilities for the years 2013 to 2017 inclusive. 

Based on a Band 2 valuation the total LPT liability in respect of the property now stands 
at €910.  The outstanding amount includes €112 for 2013, €225 for 2014 and €191 for 2015, 
2016 and 2017, respectively.  The lesser liabilities for 2015, 2016 and 2017 take account of rate 
reductions by the relevant Local Authority.

Revenue has confirmed that it has already had a number of discussions with the individual 
concerned in regard to the outstanding liabilities and has assured me that it is happy to work 
with her to agree a mutually acceptable payment solution.

28/02/2017WRO03700Vehicle Registration

28/02/2017WRO03800240. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend legislation to 
reflect the European Commission’s decision that a foreign vehicle, if not intended to be used in 
the member state on a permanent basis, should be exempt from vehicle registration tax under 
the free movement of capital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10314/17]

28/02/2017WRO03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The requirement to register a vehicle 
is provided for in Part II, Chapter IV of the Finance Act 1992.  This legislation provides that 
unregistered vehicles may only be held by authorised persons (usually motor dealers) or where 
the vehicle is the subject of an exemption and provides for a range of offences and penalties 
including fines and forfeiture of the vehicle.  Where a person imports an unregistered vehicle 
into the State, it is a legal requirement that the vehicle is registered within 30 days.  Other than 
in these circumstances, possession or use of a vehicle that has not been registered in the State 
is not permitted. 

The Deputy should be aware that an effective system of registration is essential for a variety 
of reasons, including insurance of vehicles, roadworthiness checks, motor taxation and enforce-
ment of the law in relation to motoring offences.   

I am aware of the relevant Court of Justice of the European Union Judgments in these mat-
ters and I am satisfied that none of the Judgments impact our existing legislation concerning 
registration of vehicles.
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I have no plans to amend the legislation in this regard.

28/02/2017WRO04000Public Private Partnerships

28/02/2017WRO04100241. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if public private partner-
ship, PPP, unitary payments for potential infrastructure projects, in addition to those funded un-
der the CIP 2016-2021, that are undertaken under the European Fund for Strategic Investments, 
may not be counted towards the deficit reference values when defining the fiscal adjustment 
under either the preventive or the corrective arm of the fiscal pact and that in the case of such 
a PPP unitary payment causing the Exchequer to run an excess over the deficit reference value, 
the Commission will not launch an excessive deficit procedure, EDP, if this excess is only due 
to a contribution made to a project co-financed under the EFSI, according to a European Com-
mission communication (details supplied). [10322/17]

28/02/2017WRO04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy refers to unitary pay-
ments towards PPPS undertaken under the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) and 
to contributions to a project co-financed by EFSI. These are not the same thing.

Public Private Partnership (PPP) unitary payments for infrastructure projects, including 
those co-financed under EFSI constitutes general government expenditure and are relevant for 
the calculation of the general government balance and the assessment of compliance with Sta-
bility and Growth Pact (SGP) obligations.

With regard to contributions to EFSI, the European Commission communication referenced 
by the Deputy provides clarification on the treatment of these, debt guarantees and co-financing 
by Member States under the fiscal rules.

The communication makes the point that the fiscal adjustment required under the preventive 
arm of the SGP, until the medium-term budgetary objective is attained, is set in structural terms.  
This excludes one-off measures in addition to taking account of the economic cycle.  The com-
munication states that cash contributions provided by Member States to EFSI will be counted 
as one-off measures and excluded from the structural balance calculation, even if the payments 
in question were classified as general government expenditure.  The communication notes that 
the classification of transactions is a matter for Eurostat. 

Guarantees provided by Member States to EFSI do not impact on deficit or debt unless 
a guarantee is called, at which time it would impact on both the general government balance 
and debt.

In terms of co-financing individual projects, equity participation will have no impact on 
deficit or debt as long as there is a market rate of return.  The equity may impact on debt levels 
if financed through government borrowing.

Since inception, Ireland has seen the main potential beneficiaries of EFSI as being in the 
private sector including entities such as PPP projects.  In this regard, I am pleased that the 
Department of Health’s Primary Health Care Centres PPP has successfully drawn down EFSI 
funds.  In addition, the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) has successfully en-
gaged with European Financial Instruments such as the COSME and the InnovFin Guarantee 
Programme, both of which are made available under the EFSI SME Window.  These support 
the financing needs of SMEs and aims to ensure that there is an adequate supply of affordable 
and appropriate credit to meet their needs.

As the Deputy will be aware, approval of Exchequer capital projects and PPP projects are 
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the policy responsibility of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and, in this context, 
he engages with each line Department on an ongoing basis to consider and assess projects and 
the full range of available funding options. 

28/02/2017WRP00150Banking Sector Regulation

28/02/2017WRP00200242. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance to outline his views on 
whether evidence (details supplied) confirms that in 2008 Irish banks lost control over collat-
eral it advanced to the ECB through target 2 and emergency lending assistance on the grounds 
that the ECB’s event of default condition was breached; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10355/17]

28/02/2017WRP00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
no event of default occurred concerning Irish banks in 2008 in respect of the agreements gov-
erning their borrowing from the Bank.

Questions Nos. 243 and 244 answered with Question No. 235.

28/02/2017WRP00450Tax Code

28/02/2017WRP00500245. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance whether stamp duty is 
payable on the documentation concerning the transfer or purchase of loans from one entity to 
another; if it is standard practice not to pay stamp duty on the documentation of such transfers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10371/17]

28/02/2017WRP00600246. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance whether he or the Revenue 
Commissioners have made an assessment of whether stamp duty is payable on the documenta-
tion concerning the transfer or purchase of loans from one entity to another; the conclusions of 
such assessments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10372/17]

28/02/2017WRP00700247. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if any proceedings have 
been successfully taken by the Revenue Commissioners against entities for failure to pay stamp 
duty on the documentation concerning the transfer of loans from one entity to another; the num-
ber of such cases; the fines involved; the stamp duty unpaid; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10373/17]

28/02/2017WRP00800248. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if capital gains tax is pay-
able on the gains earned on the sale of loans from one entity to another; if it is standard prac-
tice not to pay capital gains tax on such gains; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10374/17]

28/02/2017WRP00900249. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he or the Revenue Com-
missioners have made an assessment of whether capital gains tax is payable on the gains earned 
from the sale of loans from one entity to another; if so, the conclusions of such assessments; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10375/17]

28/02/2017WRP01000250. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance whether any proceedings 
have been successfully taken by the Revenue Commissioners against entities for failure to pay 
capital gains tax on the profit earned on the sale of loans from one entity to another; the number 
of such cases; the fines involved; the amount of tax unpaid; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10376/17]
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28/02/2017WRP01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 245 to 
250, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that, in principle, stamp duty is payable on the documentation 
concerning the purchase of loans where the standard stamp duty criteria are met, i.e. essentially 
where:

- the document effecting the transfer is executed in the State (of Ireland);

- the debt is deemed to comprise property (whether real or intangible) situated in the State; 
or

- the transfer relates to any matter or thing to be done in the State.

However, in practice stamp duty is not generally payable on such documentation as the 
Stamp Duties Consolidation Act (SDCA) 1999 provides for a range of exemptions from the 
charge.

Prior to 7 December 2006, stamp duty was chargeable on documents securing loans on 
property situated in the State and any subsequent transfer of such secured loans.  Section 100 
of Finance Act 2007 terminated this charge for such ‘mortgage’ documents executed after this 
date.

Section 85 of the SDCA 1999 provides for an exemption from stamp duty on:

- the issue of loan capital or any Government loan;

- the transfer of companies’ loan capital;

- the issue or transfer of securities issued by a qualifying company within the meaning of 
section 110 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997;

- the issue, transfer or redemption of loan capital issued by a company to raise finance to 
acquire, develop or lease aircraft.

Section 86 of the SDCA 1999 provides for an exemption on the transfer of loan stock issued 
by certain State bodies.

Section 90 of the SDCA 1999, in dealing with debt factoring arrangements, provides for an 
exemption on the transfer of a debt, or part of a debt, where such transfer occurs in the ordinary 
course of the business of the vendor or the purchaser.

Relief from stamp duty is also provided in relation to transfers of property (whether real or 
intangible) between associated companies (section 79 SDCA 1999) or in relation to the merger 
of companies where such transfers are effected for bona fide commercial reasons (section 80 
SDCA 1999).  Depending on the particular circumstances and the type of company involved, it 
could happen that some part of the property transferred could relate to loans.

As stamp duty is not generally payable on documentation transferring a loan, the question 
of “taking proceedings” on this issue does not arise.

I am further advised by Revenue that normally any profit earned from the sale of loans from 
one entity to another is chargeable to corporation tax as a trading receipt.  This is the position 
as regards the financial services sector in particular.  Therefore, in general, the sale of a loan 
does not constitute a disposal of an asset for capital gains tax (CGT) purposes.  The exception to 
this general rule is where a loan is a debt on a security (section 541(1) Taxes Consolidation Act 
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1997). In this context, a security includes any loan stock or similar security of any government 
or of any public authority or of any company, but does not include Irish Government securities.

In the context of the financial services sector the issue of CGT does not arise.  Accordingly 
as CGT is not payable on gains earned from the sale of loans from one entity to another the 
question of “taking proceedings” on the issue does not arise.

28/02/2017WRP01150Knowledge Development Box

28/02/2017WRP01200251. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set out the number of 
claims made under the knowledge development box in 2016; the total cost of the tax expendi-
ture associated with the knowledge development box in 2016; the projected cost in 2017; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10377/17]

28/02/2017WRP01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that relief in 
respect of the Knowledge Development Box will be claimed for the first time on the 2016 Cor-
poration Tax returns.  As the bulk of these returns will be filed later this year, the information 
requested by the Deputy cannot be provided until early 2018 when these returns have been filed 
and analysed.

28/02/2017WRP01350Tax Compliance

28/02/2017WRP01400252. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set out the number of au-
dits of research and development tax credit claims carried out in each year from 2012 to 2016; 
the number of audits which resulted in a reclaim of credits; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10378/17]

28/02/2017WRP01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the num-
ber of compliance interventions (including audits) carried out in relation to Research and De-
velopment tax credit claims in each of the years 2012 to 2016, and the number which resulted 
in a reclaim of credits, is as follows:

Year Number of Interven-
tions

Total yield €’000 Number Resulting in 
a Reclaim

2012 49 €5,413 25
2013 105 €14,483 46
2014 162 €10,106 75
2015 178 €13,542 81
2016 276 €13,714 100
Total 770 €57,258 327
Revenue continues to monitor repayment claims in what is a highly complex and techni-

cal area and in appropriate instances, undertakes a compliance intervention such as an Aspect 
Query, Profile Interview or Audit.

The Comptroller & Auditor General provided a detailed overview of the administration of 
Research and Development tax credit by the Revenue Commissioners in his Annual Report on 
the Accounts of the Public Service for 2015.  This is available at the following link: http://www.
audgen.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/annualreports/2015/Report/En/Chapter14.pdf.
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28/02/2017WRP01550Tax Credits

28/02/2017WRP01600253. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set out the gross eligible 
company expenditure for which research and development tax credits were claimed in each 
year from 2012 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10379/17]

28/02/2017WRP01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the Question is refer-
ring to the expenditure associated with claims for research and development (R&D) tax credits 
in each year.

I am informed by Revenue that, while the gross R&D expenditure is not directly recorded 
on Corporation Tax records, based on extrapolating from information included in returns and 
using the tax credit rate of 25 per cent, the estimated amount of eligible R&D expenditure for 
the years 2012 to 2015 is as shown in the following table.  It should be noted that the amount 
shown for 2015 is provisional and is likely to increase.  It should be further noted that these 
amounts include expenditure on buildings or structures used for research and development 
which also qualifies for tax credits as it is not possible to exclude such expenditure from the 
overall amounts.

Tax Year Estimated Eligible Research and Develop-
ment Expenditure €m

2012 2,448
2013 3,646 
2014 4,581 
2015 (prov.) 4,234
I am also informed by Revenue that information in respect of the Exchequer costs of 

the R&D tax credit for the years 2012 to 2014 is available on the Revenue Statistics webpage 
at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/costs-expenditures.html.

The tax cost for 2015 has not yet been finalised but provisional data indicate the cost will 
be in excess of €640 m. These costs include those associated with the refundable element of the 
tax credit from earlier tax years.

28/02/2017WRP01750Stamp Duty

28/02/2017WRP01800254. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set down the number of 
banks and financial institutions that paid the bank levy in 2015 and 2016; the number of such 
institutions that are domestically owned; the number which are non-Irish headquarters; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10380/17]

28/02/2017WRP01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 126AA of the Stamp Duties 
Consolidation Act 1999 applies to holders of banking licences and building societies in 2011 
that collected and paid over more than €100,000 in Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) in 
that year.  The section provides for a bank levy, equal to 35% of the amount of DIRT paid in 
2011.  The bank levy applies for a three year period covering the years 2014 to 2016.

I am informed by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners that a total of ten financial 
institutions are registered to pay the bank levy.  Four of the ten are domestically owned.  The 
ultimate parent company of the remaining six institutions is outside of the State.
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28/02/2017WRP01950Film Industry Tax Reliefs

28/02/2017WRP02000255. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set out the number of 
claims under section 481 film tax relief in 2015 and 2016; the number of films which received 
finance under the relief in each year; the number of jobs supported; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10381/17]

28/02/2017WRP02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that statistical 
information relating to the beneficiaries of film relief under the current scheme can be found on 
their website at the following links:

2015 beneficiaries: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/beneficiaries-tax-relief.
html

2016 beneficiaries: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/beneficiaries-tax-re-
lief-2016.html

Film projects do not begin and end to coincide with calendar years meaning it is difficult 
to provide definitive figures for the number of jobs that the relief supported for any particular 
calendar year.

However, it is possible to examine the applications for relief received during the calendar 
years 2015 and 2016, and the following is based on an analysis of those applications:

Year No. of Projects No. of Corporation 
Tax Beneficiaries

Jobs

2015 73 43 1,257*
2016 120 74 **
* Budgeted full time equivalent jobs directly related to the production of the film

** This information is not yet available.

28/02/2017WRQ00150Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRQ00200256. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to list in tabular form the 
tribunals established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011; the number 
of days each tribunal sat for; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10382/17]

28/02/2017WRQ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Over 30 Tribunals of Inquiry have been 
established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011.  These are set out in 
the following table, which does not include the forthcoming Charleton Tribunal.

In the time available, it was not possible to collate the details requested regarding the number 
of days each Tribunal sat for and the gross cost of each Tribunal.  In  any case, in 2011, any files 
relating to the costs of Tribunals which were held by this Department would have transferred to 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and are no longer held by this Department.

Name Year
Food Prices 1926
Ports and Harbours 1926
Shooting of Timmy Coughlan 1928
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Name Year
Grain Inquiry 1929
Marketing of Butter 1930
Pig Industries 1933
Fruit and Vegetables 1935
Town Tenants (Occupation Tenancies) 1936
Pearse Street Fire 1937
Public Transport 1938
Fire at St. Joseph’s Orphanage, Cavan 1943
Dealings in Great Southern Railways Stocks 
between 1/1/1943 and 18/11/1943

1943

Supply of milk for the Dublin sale district 1945
Ward Tribunal 1946
Disposal of Locke’s Distillery, Kilbeggan 1947
Cross Channel Freight Rates 1957
Pay of clerical-grade public servants 1965
Death of Liam O’Mahony in Garda custody 1967
Tribunal on Teacher’s Salaries 1967
“Seven Days” Television programme on Il-
legal Moneylending

1969

Allegations made in the Dáil by Bobby 
Molloy and Brendan Crinion against James 
Tully, the Minister For Local Government

1975

Costello Inquiry 1979
Stardust 1981
Kerry Babies Tribunal 1984
Beef Tribunal 1991
Finlay Tribunal 1996
McCracken Tribunal 1997
Moriarty Tribunal 1997
Mahon Tribunal 1997
Lindsay Tribunal 1999
Barr Tribunal 2002
Morris Tribunal 2002
Smithwick Tribunal 2005 

28/02/2017WRQ00350Employment Investment Incentive Scheme

28/02/2017WRQ00400257. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set down the tax expen-
diture associated with the employment and investment incentive in 2016; the number of jobs 
supported; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10383/17]

28/02/2017WRQ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that it is cur-
rently not possible to provide a definitive figure for the cost of the Employment Investment In-
centive (EII) scheme to the Exchequer for 2016, as all of the relevant returns for that year have 
not yet been collected.  However, based on uptake to date, Revenue estimate the cost of the 
scheme for 2016 to be in the region of €32.5 million.  This cost relates to capital raised of ap-
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proximately €108 million by qualifying SMEs and does not take into account any payments of 
additional relief in respect of investments made in 2013.

In order to qualify for the additional relief, the company must have increased the numbers 
employed over the four year holding period or have spent the capital raised on research and 
development.  Returns outlining the employment created over a four year period have only been 
made to Revenue in respect of the companies who availed of EII relief in 2012.  In respect of 
those companies, it is estimated that approximately 230 additional employments have been cre-
ated.  Information for 2013 onwards will only be available in subsequent years.

28/02/2017WRQ00550Tax Exemptions

28/02/2017WRQ00600258. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the first claims will 
be eligible to be made for an exemption from capital gains tax under section 604A of theTaxes 
Consolidation Act 1997 for properties held for seven years; if his Department has made an ini-
tial estimate of the tax expenditure that will be associated with the relief; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10384/17]

28/02/2017WRQ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the ex-
emption from capital gains tax referred to by the Deputy applies to properties acquired in the 
period commencing on 7 December 2011 and ending on 31 December 2014 which are held for 
a minimum period of seven years.  Accordingly, the earliest date that properties acquired in the 
relevant period can qualify for the exemption will be 7 December 2018.

It is not possible to estimate how many properties will be disposed and be eligible for this 
scheme or the amount of the resulting chargeable capital gain, if any, that may arise on such 
disposals.  Accordingly, it is not possible to estimate the likely cost of the exemption.

28/02/2017WRQ00750Tax Yield

28/02/2017WRQ00800259. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set down in tabular form 
the yield in each year from 2007 to 2016 from stamp duty on share transactions on the Irish 
Stock Exchange; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10385/17]

28/02/2017WRQ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the avail-
able data from 2007 to 2016 in respect of Stamp Duty on share transactions are in respect of 
all share transactions (separate information on receipts from Irish Stock Exchange transactions 
is not available) and the data can be found on the statistics webpage of the Revenue website at 
http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/receipts-stamp-duty.html.

28/02/2017WRQ00950Tax Yield

28/02/2017WRQ01000260. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set down the yield from 
betting duty in 2016; the breakdown between licensed betting offices and online; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10386/17]

28/02/2017WRQ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that the 2016 
receipts from Traditional Betting (instore), Remote Betting (online) and Betting Intermediary 
Duty on Commissions are as follows. It should be noted that these figures are provisional in 
nature and may be subject to revision.
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- Traditional Bet-
ting

Remote Betting Betting Interme-
diary Commis-
sions

Total

- €m €m €m €m
2016 (Prov.) 28.1 20.7 1.9 50.7 

28/02/2017WRQ01150Tax Exemptions

28/02/2017WRQ01200261. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set out the total exemp-
tion from corporation tax on qualifying income and gains from rental property claimed by real 
estate investment trusts in each year from 2013 to 2015; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10387/17]

28/02/2017WRQ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that due to 
their obligation to observe the confidentiality of taxpayers’ information and the low number of 
REITS currently operating here, it is not possible to provide the information requested by the 
Deputy.

28/02/2017WRQ01350Tax Reliefs Application

28/02/2017WRQ01400262. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to provide details on the 
last occasion when a profession was added to the list that can claim rate expenses system for tax 
relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10388/17]

28/02/2017WRQ01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
what is known as the flat rate expense regime.  Under that regime, representatives of different 
categories of workers negotiate with Revenue for an entitlement to an expense deduction where 
the expense is wholly, exclusively and necessarily incurred in the performance of the duties of 
an office or employment.  The regime has been developed over many years in order to reduce 
the costs and administrative burden for both taxpayers and Revenue.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the most recent addition to the list of flat 
rate expenses was in respect of defence force personnel, specifically all enlisted personnel not 
in receipt of a uniform replenishment allowance.  The deduction granted is €150 per annum and 
it commenced with effect from 2015.  The deduction was granted in respect of the expense as-
sociated with specialist cleaning of ceremonial uniforms.

28/02/2017WRQ01550State Banking Sector

28/02/2017WRQ01600263. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set down in tabular form 
the proceeds from the disposal of investments in the State-supported banks, by institution, in 
each year since 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10389/17]

28/02/2017WRQ01700264. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set down in tabular form 
the dividends the State received from investments in the State supported banks, including inter-
est on contingent capital notes, by institution, in each year since 2010; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10390/17]

28/02/2017WRQ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 263 
and 264 together.
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As requested by the Deputy the following tables set out the proceeds from the disposal/re-
demption of bank investments, and income received from bank investments, since 2010.

Table 1: Proceeds from disposal/redemption of investments in the banks:

Year Transaction AIB BOI PTSB Total
2010 Cancellation 

of preference 
share war-
rants

€52m €491m

2011 No transac-
tions

2012 No Transac-
tions

2013 Sale of 
contingent 
capital notes

€1,056m

Sale/re-
demption of 
preference 
shares

€2,050m

Sale of Irish 
Life

€1,340m

2014 No transac-
tions

2015 Redemption 
of preference 
shares

€1,641m

Redemption 
of contingent 
capital notes

€442m

Sale of eq-
uity

€97m

Residual 
amount re 
sale of Irish 
Life

€12m

2016 Redemption 
of contingent 
capital notes

€1,760m - - -

Total €3,453m €3,597m €1,891m €8,941m
Note 1: Disposal/redemption amounts in the Table 1 include accrued interest/dividend at the 

date of the transaction.

Note 2: The amount of the redemption of the AIB preference shares in 2015 is net of the 
amount paid to redeem the EBS promissory notes of €225m.

Note 3: In the addition to the transactions above, the State received €1,017m from the sale of 
shares in BOI to a consortium of North American investors in 2011. This was shortly after the 
State had exercised its rights to purchase a block of shares at a cost of €1,229m. The net cost of 
these transaction was €212m for the State.
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Table 2: Income received from bank investments:

Year Transaction AIB BOI PTSB Total
2010 Preference 

share con-
version   fee 
income

€52m

2011 Preference 
share coupon

€215m

2012 Preference 
share coupon

€188m

Contingent 
capital notes

€160m €100m €40m

2013 Preference 
share coupon

€188m

Contingent 
capital notes

€160m €40m

2014 Contingent 
capital notes

€160m €40m

2015 Preference 
share coupon

€280m

Contingent 
capital notes

€160m

Total €920m €743m €120m €1,783m
Note 1: Accrued interest received at the date of disposal/redemption is included in Table 1 

above, including €160m received when the AIB contingent capital notes redeemed in 2016. The 
AIB contingent capital instrument was the final debt instrument to be held by the State.

Question No. 265 answered with Question No. 49.

28/02/2017WRQ01950Home Repossessions Rate

28/02/2017WRQ02000266. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance to set down the number 
of family home repossessions by lending institutions to date in 2017; the extent to which action 
can be taken to discourage such repossessions when the borrowers are meeting their commit-
ments to the best of their ability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10427/17]

28/02/2017WRQ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank publishes mortgage 
arrears data on a quarterly basis.  The next release is due in mid-March 2017 and will cover 
Quarter 4 of 2016. In the normal course of events it is expected that the Quarter 1 2017 data for 
2017 will be published in June 2017.

The most up to date information on repossessions published by the Central Bank is contained 
in the Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics: Quarter 3 2016 available at: 
http://www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/mortgagearrears/Documents/2016q3_ie_mortgage_
arrears_statistics.pdf.

This publication notes that there were 1,678 Principal Dwelling Houses (PDH) properties 
in the banks’ possession at the beginning of the third quarter of 2016.  A total of 421 properties 
were taken into possession by lenders during the quarter, of which 141 were repossessed on foot 
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of a Court Order, while the remaining 280 were voluntary surrendered or abandoned. During 
the quarter 400 properties were disposed.

My colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality may be able to provide ad-
ditional information from data collected by the Courts Service.

28/02/2017WRQ02150Home Repossessions Rate

28/02/2017WRQ02200267. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if family home reposses-
sions over the past 12 months have been in accordance with the Central Bank regulations, with 
particular reference to the impact such repossessions have on the housing crisis and the activi-
ties of unregulated third parties that have purchased distressed loan books; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10428/17]

28/02/2017WRQ02300269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he will introduce regula-
tions to dissuade lending institutions from repossessing family homes when the borrowers are 
making substantial efforts to meet their commitments to the lenders; his views on introducing 
a protocol to regulate such events; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10430/17]

28/02/2017WRQ02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 267 
and 269 together.

The Deputy will be aware that Regulated financial services providers are subject to the Cen-
tral Bank Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA).

The CCMA provides a strong consumer protection framework to ensure that each borrower 
who is struggling to keep up mortgage repayments is treated in a timely, transparent and fair 
manner by lenders.

As part of the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) framework the completion 
of affordability assessments is a key step. In this regard a lender must examine each case on 
its individual merits and it must base its assessment on the full circumstances of the borrower, 
including, inter alia, the borrower’s current repayment capacity. In order to determine which 
options for alternative repayment arrangements are viable in each particular case, a lender must 
explore all of the options for alternative repayment arrangements that they offer. The Code of 
Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) also requires lenders to review an alternative repay-
ment arrangement at appropriate intervals for the type and duration of the arrangement.

The CCMA is a key part of the Central Bank’s mortgage arrears framework.  It is a statu-
tory code issued under Section 117 of the Central Bank Act, 1989 and applies to all regulated 
mortgage lenders operating in the State when dealing with borrowers facing or in mortgage 
arrears on their primary residence, including any mortgage lending activities outsourced by 
these lenders.  Non-compliance with the CCMA is enforceable against regulated entities by the 
Central Bank.

The recent Central Bank report on Mortgage Arrears, published on the Department of Fi-
nance website on 16th December 2016, found that overall, there is strong evidence that banks 
and non-banks are looking to exhaust available options before moving into the legal process 
with regard to mortgage arrears on family homes.  I would therefore urge those with mortgage 
debt to engage with their lender by completing a standard financial statement of their income 
and expenditure or contact their local Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) office for 
independent professional and confidential advice.
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28/02/2017WRQ02450Home Repossessions

28/02/2017WRQ02500268. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance to set out the number of 
repossessions by lending agencies in the buy-to-let market that have resulted in an increase in 
homelessness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10429/17]

28/02/2017WRQ02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most up to date information on 
repossessions published by the Central Bank is contained in their publication for quarter 3 of 
2016 on Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics http://www.centralbank.ie/
polstats/stats/mortgagearrears/Documents/2016q3_ie_mortgage_arrears_statistics.pdf.

There were 640 Buy-to-Let (BTL) properties in the banks’ possession at the beginning of 
Quarter 3 of 2016.  A total of 288 properties were taken into possession by lenders during the 
quarter.  Of the total BTL repossessions in the quarter, 148 were repossessed on foot of a Court 
Order, while the remaining 140 were voluntarily surrendered or abandoned. During Quarter 3 
of 2016, 298 properties were disposed of.  As a result, lenders were in possession of 631 BTL 
properties at end-September 2016.

In addition please see Central Bank Mortgage Arrears data for the period Q3 2015 to Q3 
2016: http://www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/mortgagearrears/Pages/Data.aspx.

Question No. 269 answered with Question No. 267.

28/02/2017WRR00200Mortgage Interest Rates

28/02/2017WRR00300270. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the reason home borrow-
ers in the market here are required to pay higher interest rates than those prevailing throughout 
the European Union; if the rules of the Single Market apply in these circumstances; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10431/17]

28/02/2017WRR00400271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which home 
borrowers can avail of mortgage facilities at a comparable rate of interest to that available to 
home borrowers throughout the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10432/17]

28/02/2017WRR00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 270 
and 271 together.

The issue of standard variable mortgage rates is a significant one for this Government and it 
has made it clear that it is not acceptable for lenders to charge excessive rates on such mortgag-
es.  The Programme for a Partnership Government, therefore, sets out a number of important 
and practical measures which can be taken to improve the position of variable rate mortgage 
holders.

Although Ireland is in a monetary union with other Euro area Member States, it has to be 
acknowledged that there are many factors, such as differences in national legal and housing 
systems, cultural preferences, language, the proximity of lenders to borrowers, which will con-
tinue to inhibit the full integration of the residential mortgage market and of mortgage interest 
rates in the Euro area and the wider EU.  More directly, differences in the nature of mortgage 
and other credit markets, credit and market conditions, mortgage default rates and the funding 
of mortgage credit will also impact on the levels of mortgage lending rates between and with-
in different countries.

However, there have been some developments which seek to promote a more harmonised 
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market for credit across the EU.  In particular, the 2014 Mortgage Credit Directive, which has 
now been transposed into Irish law by the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agree-
ments) Regulations 2016, seeks to develop a more harmonised, efficient and competitive inter-
nal market for the provision of residential mortgages to consumer borrowers and this should 
help to promote the closer integration of EU mortgage markets over time.

In terms of the national context, this Government is committed to reducing the cost of se-
cured mortgage lending. 

Firstly, it wishes to promote competition in the supply of mortgage finance.  To that end, the 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) will work with the Central Bank to 
set out options for Government in terms of market structure, legislation and regulation to lower 
the cost of secured mortgage lending and to improve the degree of competition and consumer 
protection.  

In liaison with the Central Bank, the CCPC has now commenced this work and last week 
announced a public consultation to gather views about the future of the Irish mortgage market.  
The closing date for submissions is 20 March 2017. The CCPC will produce a final report out-
lining their proposals by the end of May 2017. 

In overall terms, the Government is of the opinion that increased competition is the best way 
to ensure that retail lending rates are driven down in a sustainable way for the market as a whole 
but without giving rise to potentially undesirable consequences for the provision of new mort-
gage lending.  This is a policy area that the Government will keep under active review in its on-
going engagement with mortgage lenders and in implementing the Programme for Government 
commitments to help deliver on a long term basis better outcomes for all mortgage borrowers.

  Question No. 272 answered with Question No. 49.

28/02/2017WRR00700Construction Industry

28/02/2017WRR00800273. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
lending institutions are lending to the construction sector with particular reference to the urgent 
need to offset the housing crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10434/17]

28/02/2017WRR00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Over the last number of years, the con-
struction industry, like many parts of the economy, has gone through a period of deleveraging.  
According to the Central Bank’s Credit, Money and Banking Statistics, outstanding loans have 
fallen from a peak of over €10.28 billion in December 2007 to €1.14 billion in September 2016.  
Although this process of deleveraging continues, the ongoing recovery in construction activity 
is evident in growth of new lending to Irish construction firms, which increased by 14 per cent 
in the year to the third quarter of 2016.  Construction-related lending is in addition to that for 
the purposes of real estate, land and development activities, where total loans outstanding fell 
from a peak of €106 billion in September 2008 to €17.3 billion in September 2016. 

In recognition of the need for the construction sector to move away from the former 100 per 
cent debt financing model and instead adopt a more appropriate risk-weighted model of fund-
ing, my Department has actively encouraged the development of alternative sources of devel-
opment finance.  ISIF, under the auspices of the NTMA, continues to explore ways of funding 
projects that will enhance the supply of housing. Currently Activate Capital, the joint venture 
between ISIF and KKR, is providing funding on a commercial basis to fund the development 
and construction of housing. 
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The availability of development finance alone will not be sufficient to encourage develop-
ment unless projects are seen as commercially viable.  As part of Rebuilding Ireland, the Action 
Plan for Housing and Homelessness, the Government has set out a comprehensive package of 
measures designed to address the structural constraints which continue to inhibit the viability 
of construction.  These measures include the establishment of a Local Infrastructure Housing 
Activation Fund (LIHAF), the development of a fast-track planning approvals process for large 
scale developments and a commitment to undertake a root-and-branch review of the planning 
system. 

28/02/2017WRR01000Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

28/02/2017WRR01100274. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which work-
ing capital continues to be made available to the farming and business sectors with particular 
reference to smaller enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10435/17]

28/02/2017WRR01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, supporting 
SMEs, including those in the farming community, in terms of access to finance has been a 
cornerstone policy for Government in our efforts to rebuild the economy and bring back jobs.   

In terms of monitoring the working capital requirements for SMEs, my Department com-
missions biannual surveys to ascertain the demand for credit by SMEs.  This survey series, most 
recently conducted by Behaviour & Attitudes on behalf of my Department, is the most com-
prehensive survey of SME credit demand in Ireland, covering 1,500 respondents and involving 
over 6,000 direct telephone calls to SMEs. SMEs of all sizes trading in all sectors, excluding 
property development and speculative activities, are included.  The survey covers demand for 
credit from both bank and non-bank sources. 

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recently published Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey, covering the period April to September 2016, which can be found 
at http://www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/sme-credit-lending. 

The results of this survey shows that, when pending applications are excluded, 84% of credit 
applications to banks were approved or partially approved.  Purchases, replacement or lease of 
new vehicle/equipment is now provided as the main reason for applying for bank finance with 
29% stating this is why they requested bank finance.  Working capital/cash flow requirements 
were provided as the second highest reason for applying for bank finance with 27% of respon-
dents stating that they required finance for this purpose.  When asked about sources of finance 
for working capital, internal funds/retained earnings were the main finance source of working 
capital with 73% of working capital coming from this source (up 6%).  The survey also showed 
continued positive trends in terms of trading performance, profitability and employment. 

The SME State Bodies Group, chaired by my Department, provides a forum for the de-
velopment and implementation of policy measures to enhance SMEs’ access to a stable and 
appropriate supply of finance.  As the Deputy will be aware, the Action Plan for Jobs over the 
past number of years has set out a range of commitments to ensure viable SMEs can access 
appropriate finance at a reasonable cost from both bank and non-bank sources.  These Govern-
ment policies have supported year on year increases in new lending to SMEs, as measured by 
the Central Bank.    

It should be noted that the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) have reported 
that, as at end June 2016, 24% of their loans (by value) were to SMEs operating in the agri-
culture sector.  The SBCI recently launched the €150 million Agriculture Cashflow Support 
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Loan Scheme for Farmers, which was announced by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine in Budget 2017.  This fund will provide highly flexible, low interest loans to farming 
SMEs, which can be used for working capital funds.  

All viable SMEs operating in Ireland should have the opportunity to access sufficient fi-
nance to meet their enterprise needs in a manner that supports growth and employment in the 
economy and the Government remains committed to the SME sector, as reflected in the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government.  Consequently, my Department and the Credit Review 
Office, working with the other relevant Departments and Agencies, will continue to monitor the 
availability of both bank and non-bank credit to viable SMEs including those in the farming 
community.

  Question No. 275 answered with Question No. 49.

28/02/2017WRR01400Credit Availability

28/02/2017WRR01500276. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
continues to use his influence with the banking sector to ensure the availability of adequate 
working capital particularly for the small and medium sized business sector; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10437/17]

28/02/2017WRR01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware that in my 
role as Minister for Finance I have no direct function in the relationship between the banks and 
their customers.  I have no statutory function in relation to the banking decisions made by indi-
vidual lending institutions at any particular time and these are taken by the board and manage-
ment of the relevant institution.  This includes decisions in relation to products as determined 
by the banks.  

However, in line with Action 62 of the Action Plan for Jobs 2017, officials from my Depart-
ment collate and examine data from AIB and Bank of Ireland on a monthly basis, including data 
pertaining to the various sectors.  Furthermore, my officials meet the banks on a quarterly basis 
to ensure an informed understanding of the wider SME bank lending environment which assists 
the development and implementation of policies aimed at ensuring SME access to finance and 
increased competition in the SME lending sector. 

Government policy is focused on ensuring that all viable SMEs have access to an appropri-
ate supply of credit from a diverse range of bank and non-bank sources.  In this regard the Gov-
ernment has developed a number of initiatives to ensure that the supply of credit in the market 
is sufficient to meet the existing and future needs of SMEs. 

As the Deputy is aware, a key objective of the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland 
(SBCI) is to ensure that SMEs can access low cost flexible loans from a variety of sources. The 
SBCI channels its funds through lending partners known as on-lenders.  The SBCI currently 
has three bank on-lending partners and five non-bank on-lending partners.  The SBCI has a 
current funding capacity of €1.05 billion which it makes available to its on-lending partners as 
demand from SMEs arises.  To the end of September 2016, a total of €458 million has been lent 
to over 10,600 SMEs and the SBCI has committed a total of €906 million to its eight on-lending 
partners. In 2017, the SBCI will continue to make significant funding available to SMEs across 
Ireland.   

Another recent initiative is the €150 million Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme 
for Farmers announced by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  This fund will 
provide highly flexible, low interest loans to farming SMEs.  
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The Microenterprise Loan Fund, administered by Microfinance Ireland, is an additional 
source of credit that provides loans for up to €25,000 to start-up, newly established, or growing 
micro enterprises employing less than 10 people. 

The Credit Review Office is another government initiative that helps SMEs who have had 
an application for credit of up to €3 million declined or reduced by the main banks, and who 
feel that they have a viable business proposition.  This is a strictly confidential process between 
the business, the Credit Review Office and the bank. The Credit Review Office overturns more 
than 50% of appeals it receives.  

The Government remains committed to the SME sector and sees it as the key engine of 
ongoing economic growth.  I can assure the Deputy that my Department, working with other 
relevant Departments, Bodies and Agencies, such as the Credit Review Office, will continue to 
advance policies to ensure the availability of both bank and non-bank credit so as to ensure that 
viable Irish SMEs have sufficient access to finance.

28/02/2017WRR01700Bank Charges

28/02/2017WRR01800277. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he and 
his Department continue to monitor the levels of bank charges being imposed by various banks; 
the basis for such charges, nationally and internationally; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10439/17]

28/02/2017WRR01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): All credit institutions in Ireland are 
independent commercial entities. I, as Minister for Finance, have no statutory role in relation 
to the charges applied by credit institutions.  Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995, as 
amended, requires that credit institutions, prescribed credit institutions and bureaux de change 
must make a submission to the Central Bank if they wish to introduce any new customer charg-
es or increase any existing customer charges in respect of certain services.  Section 149 does 
not cover interest rates rather it applies to fees and commissions only.  The Central Bank may 
direct the institution not to impose the new or increased charge or it may approve the charge, or 
approve it at a lower level than requested by the institution.  Once approved, the bank is entitled 
to impose the charge. 

My Department published a report on the review of the regulation of bank fees and charges 
in December 2013.  This contains a detailed description of the process by which the Central 
Bank makes decisions on whether or not to approve proposed charges.  It is available on my 
Department’s website at www.finance.gov.ie .  Among the key findings of the review was that 
while fee and commission income has become a more important source of income to the banks 
in recent years, net fee and commission income in Irish banks was well below the average of 
their European peers. 

The website of the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) also lists 
the various charges imposed by the various financial institutions in Ireland for different types 
of transactions www.ccpc.ie

Irish financial institutions have varying models for charges and have different regimes and 
conditions under which they are willing to grant transaction free banking. Individuals’ use of 
their bank account will be specific to each individual and I would again strongly encourage peo-
ple to look at this comparison site with their specific circumstances in mind in order to decide 
which institution offers the best product for their pattern of account usage.  On Monday of this 
week, my Department launched a media campaign as part of a range of competition measures 
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agreed with the European Commission to raise awareness and promote customer switching 
in the retail financial product area.  This was agreed in the context of the restructuring plans 
for AIB and PTSB.  The campaign is being funded entirely by the two banks.  The campaign 
website www.switchyourbank.ie   provides straightforward practical information and support 
on switching and I would strongly encourage people to visit it.

28/02/2017WRR02000Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

28/02/2017WRR02100278. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which his de-
partment monitors credit needs throughout all aspects of the business sector without exception; 
if he has satisfied himself that this need is being met fully in line with economic requirements; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10440/17]

28/02/2017WRR02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, small and me-
dium sized businesses play a central role in the sustainable recovery of the Irish economy.  
Government policy is focused on ensuring that all viable SMEs have access to an appropriate 
supply of credit from a diverse range of bank and non-bank sources.

The Deputy will also be aware that in my role as Minister for Finance I have no direct func-
tion in the relationship between the banks and their customers.  I have no statutory function in 
relation to the banking decisions made by individual lending institutions at any particular time 
and these are taken by the board and management of the relevant institution.  This includes 
decisions in relation to products as determined by the banks. 

All viable businesses operating in Ireland should have the opportunity to access sufficient 
finance to meet their enterprise needs in a manner that supports growth and employment in 
the economy.  As the Deputy may be aware, section 3.5 (Ensuring Finance for Growth) of the 
Action Plan for Jobs 2017 (APJ) sets out a range of commitments to ensure viable SME’s can 
access appropriate finance at a reasonable cost from both bank and non-bank sources. 

In line with Action 62 of the APJ 2017, officials from my Department will collate and ex-
amine data from AIB and Bank of Ireland on a monthly basis, including data pertaining to the 
various sectors.  Furthermore, my officials meet the banks on a quarterly basis to ensure an 
informed understanding of the wider SME bank lending environment which assists the devel-
opment and implementation of policies aimed at ensuring SME access to finance and increased 
competition in the SME lending sector.

In terms of monitoring the requirements for SMEs, my Department commissions biannual 
surveys to ascertain the demand for credit by SMEs.  This survey series, most recently conduct-
ed by Behaviour and Attitudes on behalf of my Department, is the most comprehensive survey 
of SME credit demand in Ireland, covering 1,500 respondents and involving over 6,000 direct 
telephone calls to SMEs.  SMEs of all sizes trading in all sectors, excluding property develop-
ment and speculative activities, are included.  The survey covers demand for credit from both 
bank and non-bank sources.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recently published Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey covering the April to September 2016, which can be found at 
http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/20161205%20SME%20Credit%20Demand%20
Survey%20April%20to%20September%202016_0.pdf. 

The results of this survey show that, when pending applications are excluded, 84% of credit 
applications to banks were approved or partially approved.  Demand for credit remains subdued 
and the latest survey shows only 23% of requested bank finance in the previous six months 
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down from 26% in March 2016.

Purchases, replacement or lease of new vehicle/equipment is now provided as the main 
reason for applying for bank finance with 29% stating this is why they requested bank finance.  
Working capital/cash flow requirements were provided as the second highest reason for apply-
ing for bank finance with 27% of respondents stating that they required finance for this purpose.  
When asked about sources of finance for working capital, internal funds/retained earnings were 
the main finance source of working capital with 73% of working capital coming from this 
source (up 6%).  The survey also showed continued positive trends in terms of trading perfor-
mance, profitability and employment.

The Government remains committed to the SME sector, as reflected in the Programme for 
a Partnership Government, and sees it as a key engine of ongoing economic growth.  Conse-
quently, my Department and the Credit Review Office, working with the other relevant Depart-
ments and Agencies, will continue to monitor the availability of both bank and non-bank credit 
on both a macro and sectoral basis in order to ensure that sufficient access to finance is available 
to facilitate participants in the SME sector to reach their full potential in terms of growth and 
employment generation.

28/02/2017WRR02300Bank Branch Closures

28/02/2017WRR02400279. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the closure of branches in 
Northern Ireland by banks (details supplied) was discussed with him; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10445/17]

28/02/2017WRR02500280. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if will ensure a bank (details 
supplied) engages fully with workers’ representatives regarding its plans to close branches in 
Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10446/17]

28/02/2017WRR02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 279 
and 280 together.

As the Deputy is aware the relationship between the Minister for Finance and the banks 
in which the State is a shareholder are governed by Relationship Frameworks which can be 
found on my Department’s website.  In accordance with these Relationship Frameworks the 
Minister for Finance has no direct function in commercial decisions made by the banks and 
these decisions are the responsibility of the board and management of the relevant institution.  
Notwithstanding the State’s shareholdings in the banks, I must ensure that the banks are run on 
a commercial, cost effective and independent basis to protect their value as an asset to the State.

The bank informed me that their banking operation in N.Irl First Trust Bank had completed 
a detailed 18-month strategic review and it was to undertake a necessary reshaping and invest-
ment programme designed to ensure a sustainable future for the bank and its customers, and 
addressing the considerable shift in customer behaviour and their changing needs.  Since 2010 
there has been almost a 40% decline in branch usage coupled with a 117% increase in mobile 
transactions over the past two years resulting in the decision to close a number of branches.

The transformation programme will involve the consolidation of First Trust Bank’s branch 
network with the closure of 15 branches in 2017, as well as a significant £10m investment strat-
egy for personal and business customers, including five new business centres across the prov-
ince.  The bank has also agreed a partnership with the Post Office that will enable customers 
to conduct their everyday banking transactions in any of the 500 Post Offices across Northern 
Ireland.



28 February 2017

249

I have been further informed that the planned changes will be managed in line with the 
bank’s regulatory commitments and in consultation with staff and their union representatives 
in the Financial Services Union.  The bank’s existing voluntary severance programme will be 
extended to impacted staff.

28/02/2017WRR02700Youth Guarantee

28/02/2017WRR02800281. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
amount of youth guarantee money drawn down in each of the years 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
[10062/17]

28/02/2017WRR02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) is one of the main EU financial resources to support the 
implementation of the youth guarantee by providing job, education and training opportunities 
to young people aged 15-25 who are not in employment, education of training.  YEI funding 
is reserved for use in those regions, including Ireland, where youth unemployment levels ex-
ceeded 25% during the reference year of 2012.  The specific YEI funding allocation for Ireland 
of €68m is matched by equal amounts from our European Social Fund (ESF) allocation and 
from the Exchequer, giving an overall allocation of €204m. 

The YEI is integrated into ESF programming and is being delivered in Ireland as a dedicated 
priority axis within the ESF Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning (PEIL) 
2014-2020.  Seven actions were originally selected for YEI funding, namely the Back to Work 
Enterprise Allowance; JobBridge; JobsPlus Incentive Scheme; Tús; Youthreach, Social Inclu-
sion and Community Activation Programme and Momentum.  These actions are underway and 
are being fully funded up-front by the Exchequer.  

This funding is available for drawdown before the end of 2018 and while a claim for fund-
ing has not been made to date it is expected that the funding will be fully drawn down.  The ESF 
Managing Authority and the Operational Programme Monitoring Committee (PMC) maintain 
an ongoing overview of the funding allocations under the PEIL and will re-allocate the avail-
able funding as required, in accordance with the EU Regulatory provisions.  The PMC has 
agreed in principle to the inclusion of the Community Training Centres, which are funded by 
the ETBs in consultation with SOLAS, as an approved activity under the YEI with effect from 
1 January 2017.   

The Department of Social Protection has advised that it obtained EU funding under the 
European Commission’s call for proposals for preparatory actions under the Youth Guarantee 
Pilot, to pilot a Youth Guarantee Scheme in Ballymun which operated in 2014.  The total cost 
of the pilot was €302,279 which included EU funding of €250,000.

28/02/2017WRR03000Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/02/2017WRR03100282. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
clarify the assessment of family tax credits from Northern Ireland as reckonable income in the 
assessment of student grants (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9564/17]

28/02/2017WRR03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Schedule 2 of the Student 
Grant Scheme 2016 lists the eligible payments for the special rate of maintenance grant.  As at 
31 December 2015, the reckonable income must include one of the eligible payments listed in 
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this Schedule, or its equivalent from a Member State.

The aim of the Child Tax Credits system in the UK/Northern Ireland is somewhat similar to 
the FIS payment i.e. it supports families on low incomes.  However, the qualifying conditions 
for each payment are very different, so while there is not a direct correlation between the two 
payments, the Child Tax Credit is accepted as a qualifying payment for the special rate of grant. 

Article 22(4) of the scheme also provides for certain payments that are classed as income 
disregards.  Only those payments listed in the scheme can be treated as “income disregards”.  
The Child Tax Credit is not listed as an income disregard and is therefore assessed as reckon-
able income under the scheme. 

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and 
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe. 

28/02/2017WRR03300Education and Training Boards

28/02/2017WRR03400283. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will give the 
authority to the Westmeath and Longford education training boards to release the proceeds 
from the sale of a former educational facility (details supplied) for reinvestment in the region. 
[9586/17]

28/02/2017WRR03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that provision has already been made for the use of the majority of the funds realised from the 
sale of the property in question.  The further utilisation of the balance of the funds involved is 
currently under consideration and the ETB will be advised in due course.

28/02/2017WRS00200Schools Building Projects Expenditure

28/02/2017WRS00300284. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding a school in County Kerry. [9591/17]

28/02/2017WRS00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department fully fund-
ed the provision of a new 12 classroom building for the school to which the Deputy refers.  In 
this regard it paid the Design Team fees, construction costs and all other ancillary costs.

The costs incurred by the school do not relate to the project actually delivered and they were 
incurred by the school without approval from the Department.  Accordingly, the Department 
will not be meeting them.   

The school has been informed that to qualify for Exchequer funding, it is a fundamental 
principle to have prior approval from the Department.  Schools that incur costs without such 
approval must meet those costs themselves. 

28/02/2017WRS00500Special Educational Needs Service Provision
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28/02/2017WRS00600285. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the two new 
reports issued on 24 January 2017 and 10 February 2017 to a school in respect of two students 
with complex needs that both require immediate early intervention will be taken into consider-
ation before his Department issues its new model for access and support in replacement of the 
learning support and resource hours scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9665/17]

28/02/2017WRS00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): On 18 January last, I an-
nounced that a new model for allocating Special Education Teaching Resources to mainstream 
primary and post primary schools will be introduced from September 2017.

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special education-
al needs.  Large amounts of research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

No school will lose supports as a result of the implementation of the new model.  In addi-
tion, no school will receive an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less 
than the allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.  No al-
location made for such pupils by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as that pupil 
remains in the school. 

I also announced that an additional 900 teaching posts will be provided to support the in-
troduction of this new allocation model.  The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is 
a very significant investment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with 
special educational needs in our schools.  This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number 
of resource teachers allocated to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011, when 5265 teachers 
were allocated, as opposed to provision for 7542 posts in the current school year.

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1000 schools who are iden-
tified as needing additional supports as a result of the new model.  Supports for children with 
special educational needs is a huge priority for this Government.  We currently spend €1.6 bil-
lion, or one fifth of the total education budget, on supports for children with special educational 
needs. 

This additional investment will ensure that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of 
special education needs resources to provide additional teaching support to all pupils in their 
school who require such support. 

Under the new allocation model, schools will be provided with a total allocation which in-
cludes a baseline allocation for the school and an allocation based on the school profile. 

The provision of a profiled allocation will give a fairer allocation for each school which 
recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which provides a 
graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need in each school. 

Schools will be frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s profile, to provide sup-
ports immediately to those pupils who need it without delay.  This will reduce the adminis-
trative burden on schools as schools will no longer have to complete an application process 
annually and apply for newly enrolled pupils who require resource hours.  Children who need 
support can have that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Schools will therefore no longer have to make applications, for newly enrolled pupils for 
whom resource teaching hours may have been provided under the old model, as schools will 
now receive a single allocation for all of their special education teaching needs, based on their 
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school size and profile.  

Accordingly, the NCSE advised schools that there was no longer a requirement for schools 
to make applications for special education teaching supports for individual pupils with special 
education teaching needs, as resources would be provided for schools by the profiled allocation.

For the introduction of the new allocation model, from September 2017, the NCSE ‘Low 
Incidence’ allocations which had been made for each school during the preceding year 2016/17 
school year, have been used to establish the complex needs component of the new allocation 
model for each school.

A model for the identification of pupils with complex needs in future is being devised by the 
NCSE, in consultation with the Health Service Executive and National Educational Psychologi-
cal Services (NEPS).  This model will take account of the qualification criteria for the selection 
of children for access to HSE Children Disability Network Teams. 

For the next re profiling of the model, the pupils with newly identified Complex Needs will 
be included in this revised allocation. 

It should be noted that this is a brand new model of allocation and is not comparable to the 
existing model.  By using a broad range of attainment and socio-economic criteria it is expected 
that allocations made to school will be sufficient to meet both current and future needs as they 
arise until the next review. 

Currently most schools’ educational profiles remain relatively constant from year to year.  
Each year, some students with additional teaching needs will leave and others will enrol, broad-
ly balancing the school profile. 

The model will provide, from this year, additional resources to schools where it is expected 
that there will be additional needs.  In protecting resources in schools where the profiles indi-
cate that the levels of need are lower than are currently provided for some additional capacity 
is also provided for in those schools.  Accordingly, all schools should have the capacity to meet 
the needs of additional children enrolling in the school in the following school year without the 
need for additional or new resources. 

The model will, however, allow for some additional provision for very exceptional circum-
stances or where a school’s enrolment levels increase very substantially prior to the next review 
of the model.  The Inclusion Support Service, being established under the National Council for 
Special Education will support schools in managing their special education teaching allocations 
in the first instance.  Only in very exceptional circumstances, where it can be demonstrated 
that the schools profile has changed very significantly since the allocation was made to the 
school, may an additional allocation of hours be made to the school. 

A new Circular will be issued to schools in the coming weeks which will provide details of 
how the scheme will operate while details of the allocations for each school will also be pro-
vided to schools

28/02/2017WRS00800Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRS00900286. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the legal fees 
incurred on FOI requests received by his Department; the staff hours involved in the processing 
of FOI requests for the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9676/17]
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28/02/2017WRS01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are no legal fees 
incurred on FOI requests received by the department for the past three years.

Dealing with FOI requests form part of the duties of officials and the time spent on process-
ing such requests are not monitored separately.  In cases where search and retrieval time was 
more than 5 hours, fees are charged and the number of cases where this occurred is set out in 
the table that follows.

Cases where search and retrieval time was more than 5 hours

Year Number of FOI Requests Number where fees   
Charged

2016 496 1
2015 420 1
2014 303 6

28/02/2017WRS01100Child Care Qualifications

28/02/2017WRS01200287. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
same child care level 7 course in Carlow IT and GMIT is being offered to students at different 
fee rates and a training centre (details supplied) is funding Carlow IT for this course and not 
GMIT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9694/17]

28/02/2017WRS01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Skillnets is an enterprise-
led agency, where groups of private sector companies come together to provide solutions to 
identified training needs.  One of the networks funded under the Skillnets Training Networks 
Programme is the Carlow Kilkenny Skillnet.  The Skillnet offers a Level 7 BA Degree in Early 
Childhood Education and Care.  The course was developed in partnership with member com-
panies of the Carlow Kilkenny Skillnet, together with Carlow IT, with whom the network has 
developed a strong working relationship as part of its local stakeholder collaborations. 

Skillnets is mandated to provide certified programmes such as this through its enterprise-led 
training networks model.  Skillnets programmes are subsidised, and again this aspect is central 
to the Skillnets mandate which is to encourage enterprise participation in workforce develop-
ment.  Skillnets has no involvement in the provision of a similar course via Galway-Mayo 
Institute of Technology.

Higher education institutions are autonomous bodies and the criteria governing the level of 
tuition fees to be charged in relation to third level students who do not qualify for free fees is 
determined by the institutions and accordingly I have no role in relation to the matter. 

28/02/2017WRS01400Schools Site Acquisitions

28/02/2017WRS01500288. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the status of the allocation of a site for a new school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9741/17]

28/02/2017WRS01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department is work-
ing closely with officials in Cork County Council under the Memorandum of Understanding 
for the acquisition of school sites in relation to the procurement of a site for the school to which 
the Deputy refers.  A site option has been identified and a more in-depth technical assessment 
is now being undertaken.  If it is established that the site is suitable, engagement with the land-
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owner will then take place to determine whether the land is available for acquisition.

Due to the commercially sensitive nature of site acquisitions generally, it is not possible to 
comment further at this stage.  

Once the permanent location has been acquired, then the project to deliver the school will 
advance into architectural planning. 

28/02/2017WRS01700Education and Training Boards

28/02/2017WRS01800289. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay regarding the letter of intent being issued to the contractor in respect of a project (details 
supplied); when this letter will be issued; the timeframe of this project going forward; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9775/17]

28/02/2017WRS01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to be able to 
inform the Deputy that all aspects of the tendering process for the project to which he refers 
have been satisfactorily completed.  The local Education and Training Board (ETB) is deliver-
ing the project and my Department gave approval to it on 27 February last to issue a Letter of 
Intent to award a contract to the preferred bidder.  Assuming that the preferred bidder can com-
ply with the requirements contained in that letter in relation to tax clearance, insurances, bond 
etc, my Department would expect the project to be on site in a few months’ time.

28/02/2017WRS02000Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

28/02/2017WRS02100290. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills the exact criteria that 
were used to assign the new DEIS status to schools; the way in which this was determined; the 
appeals process for schools that have not been included; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9781/17]

28/02/2017WRS02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): DEIS is my Department’s 
main policy initiative to tackle educational disadvantage.  The DEIS Plan for 2017 sets out our 
vision for future intervention in the critical area of social inclusion in education policy.

A key element of DEIS Plan 2017 Plan is the availability of a new identification process for 
the assessment of schools for inclusion in DEIS using centrally held CSO and DES data.  

The key data sources are the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online 
(PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National Census of Population as represented in the 
Pobal HP Index for Small Areas which is a method of measuring the relative affluence or dis-
advantage of a particular geographical area.  Variables used in the compilation of the HP Index 
include those related to demographic growth, social class composition and labour market situ-
ation.  This data is combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to pro-
vide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort 
of individual schools.  Further information on the development of the identification process is 
available in the DEIS Review report which can be found on my Department’s website at http://
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-
in-Schools-/.

In its initial application, the new identification model has identified that there are schools in 
disadvantaged areas, not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage is signifi-
cantly higher than many schools already in the programme.  Accordingly, we are moving as a 
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first step to include these schools within the DEIS School Support Programme. 

Schools included in the list published by the Department on 13th February are those whose 
level of concentrated disadvantage has been identified as being at the same level as the current 
DEIS category for schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage. 

Schools which have not been included at this stage are those which have not been identified 
as having the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage amongst their pupil cohort, under the 
new model which is fair and objective.

The new DEIS Plan provides for a verification process and any school wishing to seek 
verification of the information used to assess the level of disadvantage of its pupil cohort may 
submit an application for same to social_inclusion@education.gov.ie

It is important to note that the school details published on 13th February represent a first step 
in the application of the assessment process to support pupils in schools with the highest con-
centrations of disadvantage.  I am fully aware that there are further schools whose concentrated 
level of disadvantage may not be at the highest level, but may nevertheless be at a level which 
warrants additional supports for pupils under DEIS. 

However, as noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective central data-
based model of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed 
by a further programme of work to create a more dynamic model where levels of resource more 
accurately follow the levels of need identified by that model.

Once this work has been completed, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports 
to a further group of schools as resources permit.

In delivering on the DEIS Plan 2017 we must be conscious that there are ongoing changes in 
demographics which may be more marked in some areas than others.  Populations in some areas 
have changed considerably since schools were originally evaluated for inclusion in DEIS in 
2006.  The new model may reveal that some schools currently included in DEIS have a level of 
disadvantage within their school population much lower than that in some schools not included 
within DEIS.  If this turns out to be the case, then we must consider whether it is fair that those 
schools continue receiving these additional resources, using resources that may be more fairly 
allocated to the schools with greater levels of disadvantage.

It is important to note that the fact that a school has not been included in the DEIS pro-
gramme on this occasion does not preclude its inclusion at a later date, should its level of dis-
advantage warrant the allocation of additional resources.

28/02/2017WRS02300Pupil-Teacher Ratio

28/02/2017WRS02400291. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of single teacher schools in County Clare in each of the years 2010 to 2016, in tabular form; the 
current teacher pupil ratio in 2017 in these schools in County Clare; his plans to close any of 
them; and if so, the location of the schools and number of pupils in them. [9785/17]

28/02/2017WRS02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that there have been 8 one teacher schools in the area to which he refers in the period 2010 to 
date.  A table with details of the individual schools and their enrolment trends over the period 
concerned follows.  The enrolment numbers for 2016 represent the enrolment for the 2016-17 
academic year.
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 -  - 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Roll 
No.

Official 
School Name

Pupils 
enrolled

Pupils 
enrolled

Pupils 
enrolled

Pupils 
enrolled

Pupils 
enrolled

Pupils 
enrolled

Pupils 
enrolled

Comment

08241P SCROPUL 
N S

7 4 0 0 0 0 0 Scropul NS Ennis, 
Co. Clare, Roll No. 
08241P and Coore 
NS, Ennis, Co. Clare, 
Roll No. 10191P 
amalgamated with 
effect from 1st Sep-
tember, 2012. The 
new school name is 
Coore NS, Mullagh, 
Ennis, Co. Clare, 
Roll No. 20404M

10568N S N 
CUIBHRE-
ANN

23 25 25 20 16 11 7

12633I COOLMEEN 
N S

23 20 17 16 14 11 10

12848G DOONAHA 
N S

12 14 10 15 14 16 21 Increased to a 2 
teacher school in 
2016

14111L CROSS N S 31 31 30 25 18 9 6
15968I BALTARD 

N S
10 5 6 0 0 0 0 Closed in August, 

2013
17898A S N IOSEF 

NAOFA
12 10 6 6 0 0 0 SN Iosef Naofa, 

Broadford, via 
Limerick, Co. Clare, 
Roll No. 17898A and 
Scoil na Maighdine 
Muire, Broadford, 
Co. Clare, Roll No. 
17801F amalgamated 
with effect from 1st 
September, 2014. 
The new school 
name is Broadford 
& Kilbane National 
School, Roll No. 
20452A.

18740Q SHANNON 
AIRPORT 
NO 2 NS

25 24 22 15 12 10 19 Increased to a 2 
teacher school in 
2016

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Single 
Teacher 
Schools

2 2 2 2 3 5 3

Pupils at-
tending sin-
gle teacher 
schools

17 9 12 21 40 57 23

I can confirm that just one of the schools concerned was closed in the period referred to.  A 
further 2 schools amalgamated with larger schools.  Two of the remaining 5 schools gained a 
post and became 2 teacher schools in 2016/17 school year.
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Of the remaining 3 schools, my Department has no plans to close the schools in question.  
The initiative for closing a school may come from a variety of sources, such as parents, staff, 
Board of Management, Patron and the Department.  Any proposal to close a school must in-
volve consultation with all of the relevant stakeholders and follow decisions taken at local level.

28/02/2017WRS02600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

28/02/2017WRS02700292. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application by a person (details supplied) for special assistance during school hours. [9791/17]

28/02/2017WRS02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory agency, is responsible, through its 
network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including SNA support and additional teaching 
resources to support individual pupils with special educational needs.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in my 
Department’s Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.edu-
cation.ie, in order that students who have special educational needs and additional care needs 
can access SNA support as and when it is needed.

Responsibility for deciding on the quantum of educational supports and resources to be al-
located to schools to support individual pupils rests with the NCSE.

SNA allocations are not made to individual children, but are made to schools to support the 
care needs of children with assessed special educational needs in the school.

Additional teaching resources are allocated to recognised primary and post-primary schools 
for the support of individual students with complex and enduring special educational needs and 
who have been assessed as having a low incidence disability.

Each year the NCSE allocates Low Incidence Resource Teacher posts to schools to support 
children with a diagnosis of a disability and an assessed level of need, as set out in Circular Sp 
Ed 02/05.

Where a school wishes to appeal the resource teaching support and/or SNA allocations 
which has been made to them, they may do so through the NCSE appeal process, details of 
which are set out at www.ncse.ie.

Last month, I announced that a new model for allocating Special Education Teaching Re-
sources to mainstream primary and post primary schools will be introduced from September 
2017. The new model will allocate teachers to schools on the basis of the profiled educational 
needs of each school. This new model will encompass the Learning/Language support alloca-
tion that schools were allocated in previous years.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

28/02/2017WRS02900School Enrolments

28/02/2017WRS03000293. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to build 
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new primary schools in the Dublin 13 area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9824/17]

28/02/2017WRS03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places will 
arise.  The GIS uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland and the 
Department of Social Protection, in addition to my Department’s own databases.  With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic analyses at primary and post-
primary level to determine where additional school accommodation is needed. 

Following such nationwide demographic analyses, three new primary schools and eight 
new post-primary schools opened in September 2016 and four new primary schools and nine 
new post-primary schools will open in 2017 and 2018 to cater for areas experiencing signifi-
cantly increased demographic growth.  

A range of areas nationwide, including the Dublin 13 area, are experiencing increased de-
mographic pressure and are being kept under ongoing review by my Department.  This review 
takes account of updated enrolment data and child benefit data and also the impact of existing 
and planned capacity increases to schools in these, and adjacent school planning areas. 

Where the demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery 
of such additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, 
depending on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the fol-
lowing:

-Utilising existing unused capacity with a school or schools,

-Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-Provision of a new school or schools.

28/02/2017WRS03200Special Educational Needs Staff Contracts

28/02/2017WRS03300294. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
hours that constitute a full-time working week for a special needs assistant. [9831/17]

28/02/2017WRS03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Special Needs Assistants 
contracts define working hours as normal classroom hours including class break periods, atten-
dance before and after school in order to help with preparation and tidying up of classrooms, 
reception and dispersal of children etc.  The contract will set the normal working hours of the 
school daily during term time.  These times are agreed locally by the school management and 
will vary from school to school depending on the requirements of the school.  This contract was 
nationally agreed by this Department, the Trade Unions and the Management Bodies in 2005.  
It was designed to be deliberately flexible to cater for the totally different spectrum of working 
hours across all the various schools including primary, post-primary and special schools.

Special Needs Assistants are required to be available for a number of days at the start and 
finish of each school term not exceeding 12 in total.  Under the Croke Park Agreement and con-
tinuing under the Lansdowne Road Agreement it was agreed to introduce greater flexibility to 
the use of these 12 days.  These 12 days now equate to 72 hours (pro-rata for part-time SNAs) to 
be used by schools as an additional bank of hours to be utilised and delivered outside of normal 
school opening hours and / or the normal school year.
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SNAs who are employed in a part-time capacity are paid a pro-rata amount dependent upon 
their level of hours of employment.  Part-time SNAs are paid on the agreed divisor rate for pay 
purposes for SNAs which is 32 hours.

Further information relating to SNA recruitment, qualifications and terms and conditions 
are available on my Department’s website www.education.gov.ie

28/02/2017WRS03500Student Grant Scheme Applications

28/02/2017WRS03600295. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a stu-
dent grant application will be reviewed in respect of a person (details supplied) following the 
refusal of a late application, in order to allow for an application to be made; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9832/17]

28/02/2017WRS03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the statutory based 
Student Grants Scheme, decisions regarding late applications are matters to be determined by 
the awarding authority. 

As part of a comprehensive customer service and communications strategy provided by 
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to 
applicants to receive the information they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is 
provided by SUSI for Oireachtas members.  This was established to meet an identified need 
for applicants who choose to engage the assistance of their public representatives in making 
enquiries about their grant applications.

This service complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter. 

Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are respond-
ing to email queries within a matter of days.

28/02/2017WRS03800Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/02/2017WRS03900296. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will make a 
decision on maintenance grants for third level students that attend private colleges.  [9833/17]

28/02/2017WRS04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the Department’s 
student grant scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding provided they are attending an 
approved course at an approved institution as defined in the scheme.  The definition of an ap-
proved institution is set out in Section 7 of the Student Support Act 2011 and Regulation 3 of 
the Student Support Regulations 2016.  

In the context of scarce resources, the Department prioritises grants to students attending 
recognised colleges ahead of private fee paying colleges. 

Decisions in relation to the future funding of student supports will be informed by the con-
sideration of the options contained in the Report of the Expert Group on Future Funding for 
Higher Education, published last July.  As committed to in the Programme for Government, I 
have referred the report to the relevant Oireachtas Committee as part of the process for building 
political consensus on the most sustainable approach for funding the higher education sector in 
the future. 
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It is open to higher education institutions that operate on a ‘for profit’ basis to use their own 
resources to provide financial supports to any of their students that they consider to be in par-
ticular need.

28/02/2017WRS04100Schools Designation

28/02/2017WRS04200297. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the proposal for band 1 status submitted by a school (details supplied); the 
reason the school was not reassigned band 1 in the recent changes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9834/17]

28/02/2017WRS04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): DEIS is my Department’s 
main policy initiative to tackle educational disadvantage.  The DEIS Plan 2017 sets out our vi-
sion for future intervention in the critical area of social inclusion in education policy. 

A key element of the DEIS Plan 2017 is the availability of a new identification process for 
the assessment of schools for inclusion in DEIS using centrally held CSO and DES data.

The key data sources are the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online 
(PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National Census of Population as represented in the 
Pobal HP Index for Small Areas, which is a method of measuring the relative affluence or dis-
advantage of a particular geographical area.  Variables used in the compilation of the HP Index 
include those related to demographic growth, social class composition and labour market situ-
ation.  This data is combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to pro-
vide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort 
of individual schools.  Further information on the development of the identification process is 
available in the DEIS Review report which can be found on my Department’s website at http://
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-
in-Schools-/

In its initial application, the new identification model has identified that there are schools in 
disadvantaged areas, not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage is signifi-
cantly higher than many schools already in the programme.  Accordingly, we are moving as a 
first step to include these schools within the DEIS School Support Programme.    

Schools included in the list published by the Department on 13th February, including the 
30 schools currently in DEIS Urban Band 1 that are moving to DEIS Urban Band 1, are those 
whose level of concentrated disadvantage has been identified as being at the same level as the 
current DEIS category for schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage. 

The school referred to by the Deputy is a DEIS Primary Urban Band 2 school, which, while 
it caters for a significant level of disadvantage, and receive supports under DEIS on that ba-
sis,  it has not been identified as having the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage amongst 
its pupil cohort.

The new DEIS Plan provides for a verification process and any school wishing to seek 
verification of the information used to assess the level of disadvantage of its pupil cohort may 
submit an application for same to social_inclusion@education.gov.ie

It is important to note that the school details published on 13th February represent a first 
step in the application of the assessment process to support pupils in schools with the highest 
concentrations of disadvantage.  
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As noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective central data-based model 
of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed by a further 
programme of work to create a more dynamic model where levels of resource more accurately 
follow the levels of need identified by that model.

Once this work has been completed, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports 
to a further group of schools as resources permit.

In delivering on the DEIS Plan 2017, we must be conscious that there are ongoing changes 
in demographics which may be more marked in some areas than others.  Populations in some 
areas have changed considerably since schools were originally evaluated for inclusion in DEIS 
in 2006.  The new model may reveal that some schools currently included in DEIS have a level 
of disadvantage within their school population much lower than that in some schools not in-
cluded within DEIS.  If this turns out to be the case, then we must consider whether it is fair that 
those schools continue receiving these additional resources, using resources that may be more 
fairly allocated to the schools with greater levels of disadvantage. 

28/02/2017WRT00200SOLAS Funding

28/02/2017WRT00300298. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
amount that is being drawn from the European Social Fund (ESF) for SOLAS (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9838/17]

28/02/2017WRT00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The European Social Fund co-financed Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 
(PEIL) for the period 2014-2020, contains a total budget of €1.153 billion, comprising ESF and 
Exchequer contributions of €542.43m each and an EU Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) bud-
get contribution of €68.145m.  The PEIL includes proposed allocations for over 20 activities, 
including those under the YEI, being implemented across a range of bodies, with the following 
5 activities being within the SOLAS/Education Training Board (ETB) remit.  While SOLAS is 
the beneficiary body for Momentum it is the Intermediate Body for the other activities with the 
ETBs being the beneficiary bodies.

Activity ESF Allocation YEI Allocation Exchequer Al-
location

 Total Allocation

ETB Train-
ing for the 
Unemployed 
(Specific Skills 
Training; Bridg-
ing-courses and 
Traineeships)   

 €122.85m N/A €122.85m €245.7m

Momentum €17.78m €4.44m €17.78m €40.0m
Youthreach €145.94m €26.63m €145.94m €318.51m
Back  To Educa-
tion Initiative

€50.47m N/A €50.47m €100.94m

Adult   Literacy €45.78m N/A €45.78m €91.56m
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The ESF Managing Authority and the Operational Programme Monitoring Committee 
(PMC) maintain an ongoing overview of the funding allocations under the PEIL and will real-
locate the available funding as required, in accordance with the EU Regulatory provisions, over 
the lifetime of the PEIL. In this regard, the PMC has agreed in principle to the inclusion of the 
Community Training Centres, which are funded by the ETBs in consultation with SOLAS, as 
an approved activity under the YEI with effect from 1 January 2017.

While no claim for funding has been made to date, it is expected that the funding allocated 
will be fully drawn down during the programming period.  Furthermore, as the activities con-
cerned are fully funded up-front by the Exchequer there is no resulting reduction or delay in 
the funding available to those activities.  The ESF co-financing that is subsequently claimed 
is credited to the Vote of the relevant Department or the National Training Fund (NTF) which 
funded the activity.

Under the ESF Regulations, initial and annual pre-financing is provided by the Commis-
sion, resulting in receipts of €51.8m to date.  €20.4m of these receipts have been distributed, 
of which €14.6m is in respect of activities coming within the SOLAS/ETB remit, with €5.6m 
being credited to the NTF and €9m to the Education Vote.  The remaining €31.4m has or will be 
reimbursed to the Commission in the absence of a claim being made. Work on the designation 
of the relevant ESF authorities, including the provision of a national computerised accounting 
and information system for EU funds to meet the 2014-2020 functionality requirements is con-
tinuing.  I understand that my Department expects that this designation work will be completed 
in the coming months and that it is proposed to commence the preparation of a first interim 
claim for payment from the Commission once the process of designation has concluded.   This 
claim will be made within the EU Regulatory deadlines to ensure no loss of ESF receipts. 

28/02/2017WRT00500Education and Training Boards

28/02/2017WRT00600299. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the ETBs are de-
livering training to private sector companies in the commercial market; and if so, if the service 
they are providing is subsidised by the tax payer. [9868/17]

28/02/2017WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Systematic data is not currently gathered by SOLAS on this provision.  Since January an inte-
grated database for the further education and training (FET) sector, the Programme and Learner 
Support Service (PLSS), has been implemented which will capture a broad range of data in-
cluding data on learners, courses, course impact and learner follow up.  

ETBs, in common with other publicly funded education and training providers, do deliver 
some services to employees of private sector companies.  Information currently provided by 
ETBs via the annual service planning process indicates that this provision is limited in scope.  
Over recent years, with the exception of apprenticeship, training provision has been primarily 
focused on unemployed people, in particular those who are long-term unemployed.  Currently, 
the only dedicated structured provision for employees within FET is the Skills for Work Pro-
gramme.  It is delivered on a part-time basis and targets employees with low literacy skills, 
low qualifications, and/or low participation in formal education. Approximately 2,700 persons 
participate in this programme each year. The budget allocation for 2016 for Skills for Work is 
€2.75m, provided from the National Training Fund.   The duration of each programme is gener-
ally 35 hours. 

Work is nearing completion on the development of a policy framework to guide activity 
undertaken by the FET sector to support employee development in Ireland in alignment with 
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the National Skills Strategy 2025.  When complete, the framework will set out how the ETBs 
will contribute to upskilling of people in employment, including addressing issues in relation to 
the appropriate approach to costs.

28/02/2017WRT00800School Accommodation Provision

28/02/2017WRT00900300. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date in determination of application for capital funding in the case of a school (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9889/17]

28/02/2017WRT01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware,  the 
school in question has submitted an application to my Department, for significant capital fund-
ing for additional school accommodation. The application will be considered in the context of 
the very significant challenges facing my Department in prioritising available capital funding 
for essential mainstream classrooms to meet the demand for extra school places and in cases 
where additional teachers have been appointed.

A decision will be conveyed to the school authority as soon as the assessment process has 
been completed.

28/02/2017WRT01100School Enrolments Data

28/02/2017WRT01200301. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, together 
with the patron of a school (details supplied), he is in a position to accede to requests of the par-
ents and management board of the school by way of approval of a third stream for the school, 
having particular regard to the demographic changes in the area and the need to plan accord-
ingly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9890/17]

28/02/2017WRT01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that officials from my Department met with representatives of the school referred to and it was 
agreed that a further meeting would be convened when the pupil data assessment process dis-
cussed at the meeting was completed.

This process was aimed at allowing adequate time for updated demographic data, taking 
into account overall current and projected pupil numbers in the area, and the enrolment position 
in the case of the school in question and other schools in the area; the various factors that con-
tribute to the compilation and operation of any waiting lists; the impact of expansion of school 
capacity in the case of this school on other schools in the area to be clarified and assessed.  As 
part of this process, further information was supplied by the school to the Department.  The 
information is currently being considered and officials from my Department have arranged to 
meet with the school patron this week in the matter.

28/02/2017WRT01400Schools Building Projects Status

28/02/2017WRT01500302. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date in determination of eligibility for financial assistance pursuant to an application for ma-
jor capital works in the case of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9891/17]

28/02/2017WRT01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
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school referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application for major capital works to my 
Department.  Applications for major capital works are considered in the context of the very sig-
nificant challenge facing my Department in prioritising available capital funding for essential 
mainstream classrooms to meet the demand for extra school places and where an additional 
teacher has been appointed. My Department will convey a decision on the application directly 
to the school authority as soon as the application process has been finalised.

28/02/2017WRT01700Schools Building Projects Expenditure

28/02/2017WRT01800303. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if further fi-
nancial assistance is available in the case of a school (details supplied) to combat the impact of 
increased building costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9892/17]

28/02/2017WRT01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school in question was 
approved funding in 2015 to build 2 classrooms with en-suite toilets and to convert an existing 
40m² room into a multi-purpose room.  

The School subsequently submitted an application for a GP room which it said it was will-
ing to part fund.   The Department approved a grant as a contribution towards the cost of a GP 
room on that basis.  

The Board of Management submitted documentation in December 2016 with a scope of 
works and projected cost plan well in excess of the original approval.  Consequently, the school 
was advised to scale back the works to be consistent with its approval.   The matter will be re-
viewed when the revised submission is received from the Board of Management.

28/02/2017WRT02000Gaelcholáistí Issues

28/02/2017WRT02100304. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date in respect of the provision of a gaelcholáiste to serve the area of County Kildare in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9893/17]

28/02/2017WRT02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Maynooth Community 
College opened in 2014 with an Irish-medium Aonad and it was stated that should the Aonad 
demonstrate sufficient viability after four years from its date of establishment, a Gaelcholáiste 
would be established, in a partnership patronage model between Kildare and Wicklow ETB and 
An Foras Pátrúnachta.  

The new schools which will open in 2017 and 2018 to cater for increased demographic de-
mand nationwide were announced in November 2015.  

As part of that announcement, and in view of the continued support for an independent 
Gaelcholáiste, it was confirmed that a Gaelcholáiste to serve the North Kildare area will open 
in 2019, subject to the continued viability of the Irish-medium Aonad at Maynooth Community 
College. 

The Gaelcholáiste will operate under the patronage of Kildare and Wicklow Education and 
Training Board with An Foras Pátrúnachta.  

In the interim, my Department will continue to work closely with the Education and Train-
ing Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta in relation to the provision of appropriate accommodation 
for the establishment of the Gaelcholáiste.
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28/02/2017WRT02300School Accommodation Provision

28/02/2017WRT02400305. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
accede to a request for additional funding for required accommodation in the case of a school 
(details supplied), with particular reference to the increase in costs; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9894/17]

28/02/2017WRT02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy Refers was sanctioned a devolved grant under my Departments Additional Accommo-
dation Scheme 2015 to provide 1 mainstream classroom, 1 WC for assisted users and 3 resource 
rooms.           

Following a request for additional funding in September, 2016, my Department increased 
the grant allocation for the approved works in line with current building costs.

 A further request for additional funding has been submitted to my Department. This request 
is being examined and my Department will revert to the School Authority directly once a deci-
sion has been made.

28/02/2017WRT02600Schools Building Projects Status

28/02/2017WRT02700306. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
in regard to the provision of the twin school project at Moyglare Road, Maynooth, County 
Kildare; when he expects the tenders to be approved and tested; the likely commencement date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9895/17]

28/02/2017WRT02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to be able to 
inform the Deputy that all aspects of the tendering process for the project to which he refers 
have been satisfactorily completed.  The local Education and Training Board (ETB) is deliver-
ing the project and my Department gave approval to it on 27 February last to issue a Letter of 
Intent to award a contract to the preferred bidder.  Assuming that the preferred bidder can com-
ply with the requirements contained in that letter in relation to tax clearance, insurances, bond 
etc, my Department would expect the project to be on site in a few months’ time.

28/02/2017WRT02900Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

28/02/2017WRT03000307. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
and location of schools that applied for DEIS status in County Kildare; the details of those ap-
proved; if consideration will be given to increasing this number based on the representations 
received from the various school authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9896/17]

28/02/2017WRT03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): DEIS is my Department’s 
main policy initiative to tackle educational disadvantage. The DEIS Plan 2017 sets out our vi-
sion for future intervention in the critical area of social inclusion in education policy.

I wish to advise the Deputy that details of all schools included in the list published on 13 
February can be found on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Op-
portunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Plan-2017-New-DEIS-Schools-List.pdf 
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Schools were not required to make an application for inclusion in DEIS Plan 2017 as a uni-
form system has been applied to every school in the country, based on the development of a new 
identification process for the assessment of schools using centrally held CSO and DES data. 

The key data sources are the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online 
(PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National Census of Population as represented in the 
Pobal HP Index for Small Areas which is a method of measuring the relative affluence or dis-
advantage of a particular geographical area. Variables used in the compilation of the HP Index 
include those related to demographic growth, social class composition and labour market situ-
ation. This data is combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to pro-
vide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort 
of individual schools. Further information on the development of the identification process is 
available in the DEIS Review report which can be found on my Department’s website at http://
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-
in-Schools-/

In its initial application, the new identification model has identified that there are schools in 
disadvantaged areas, not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage is signifi-
cantly higher than many schools already in the programme. Accordingly, we are moving as a 
first step to include these schools within the DEIS School Support Programme.    

Schools included in the list published by the Department on 13 February are those whose 
level of concentrated disadvantage has been identified as being at the same level as the current 
DEIS category for schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage. 

Schools which have not been included at this stage, are those which have not been identified 
as having the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage amongst their pupil cohort, under the 
new model, which is fair and objective.

The new DEIS Plan provides for a verification process and any school wishing to seek 
verification of the information used to assess the level of disadvantage of its pupil cohort may 
submit an application for same to social_inclusion@education.gov.ie

It is important to note that the school details published on 13 February represent a first step 
in the application of the assessment process to support pupils in schools with the highest con-
centrations of disadvantage.  I am fully aware that there are further schools whose concentrated 
level of disadvantage may not be at the highest level, but may nevertheless be at a level which 
warrants additional supports for pupils under DEIS. 

However, as noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective central data-
based model of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed 
by a further programme of work to create a more dynamic model where levels of resource more 
accurately follow the levels of need identified by that model.

Once this work has been completed, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports 
to a further group of schools as resources permit.

In delivering on the DEIS Plan 2017 we must be conscious that there are ongoing changes in 
demographics which may be more marked in some areas than others.  Populations in some areas 
have changed considerably since schools were originally evaluated for inclusion in DEIS in 
2006.  The new model may reveal that some schools currently included in DEIS have a level of 
disadvantage within their school population much lower than that in some schools not included 
within DEIS.  If this turns out to be the case, then we must consider whether it is fair that those 
schools continue receiving these additional resources, using resources that may be more fairly 
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allocated to the schools with greater levels of disadvantage.

It is important to note that the fact that a school has not been included in the DEIS pro-
gramme on this occasion does not preclude its inclusion at a later date, should its level of dis-
advantage warrant the allocation of additional resources.

28/02/2017WRT03200Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

28/02/2017WRT03300308. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
received communication from the authorities at a school (details supplied) with regard to the 
need to have the school included in the DEIS programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9897/17]

28/02/2017WRT03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that I have recently received representations on behalf of the school in question. 

A reply will issue in the coming days.

DEIS is my Department’s main policy initiative to tackle educational disadvantage. The 
DEIS Plan for 2017 sets out our vision for future intervention in the critical area of social inclu-
sion in education policy.

A key element of DEIS Plan 2017 Plan is the availability of a new identification process for 
the assessment of schools for inclusion in DEIS using centrally held CSO and DES data.  

The key data sources are the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online 
(PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National Census of Population as represented in the 
Pobal HP Index for Small Areas which is a method of measuring the relative affluence or dis-
advantage of a particular geographical area. Variables used in the compilation of the HP Index 
include those related to demographic growth, social class composition and labour market situ-
ation. This data is combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to pro-
vide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort 
of individual schools. Further information on the development of the identification process is 
available in the DEIS Review report which can be found on my Department’s website at http://
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-
in-Schools-/

In its initial application, the new identification model has identified that there are schools in 
disadvantaged areas, not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage is signifi-
cantly higher than many schools already in the programme. Accordingly, we are moving as a 
first step to include these schools within the DEIS School Support Programme.    

Schools included in the list published by the Department on 13 February are those whose 
level of concentrated disadvantage has been identified as being at the same level as the current 
DEIS category for schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage. 

Schools which have not been included at this stage, including the school referred to by the 
Deputy, are those which have not been identified as having the highest levels of concentrated 
disadvantage amongst their pupil cohort, under the new model, which is fair and objective.

The new DEIS Plan provides for a verification process and any school wishing to seek 
verification of the information used to assess the level of disadvantage of its pupil cohort may 
submit an application for same to social_inclusion@education.gov.ie
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It is important to note that the school details published on 13 February represent a first step 
in the application of the assessment process to support pupils in schools with the highest con-
centrations of disadvantage.  I am fully aware that there are further schools whose concentrated 
level of disadvantage may not be at the highest level, but may nevertheless be at a level which 
warrants additional supports for pupils under DEIS. 

However, as noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective, central data-
based model of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed 
by a further programme of work to create a more dynamic model, where levels of resource more 
accurately follow the levels of need identified by that model.

Once this work has been completed, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports 
to a further group of schools as resources permit.

In delivering on the DEIS Plan 2017, we must be conscious that there are ongoing changes 
in demographics which may be more marked in some areas than others. Populations in some ar-
eas have changed considerably since schools were originally evaluated for inclusion in DEIS in 
2006. The new model may reveal that some schools, currently included in DEIS, have a level of 
disadvantage within their school population much lower than that in some schools not included 
within DEIS.  If this turns out to be the case, then we must consider whether it is fair that those 
schools continue receiving these additional resources, using resources that may be more fairly 
allocated to the schools with greater levels of disadvantage.

It is important to note that the fact that a school has not been included in the DEIS pro-
gramme on this occasion does not preclude its inclusion at a later date, should its level of dis-
advantage warrant the allocation of additional resources.

28/02/2017WRT03500Summer Works Scheme Applications

28/02/2017WRT03600309. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which his Department has received requests from the authorities at a school (details supplied) 
for funding towards upgrading of the playground surface; if the necessary funding can be made 
available by one means or another in the current year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9898/17]

28/02/2017WRT03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of a Category 10 application, external environment project, un-
der the Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017) from the school to which he refers. 

Nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very 
high demand. Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were 
announced in April last and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  As-
sessment of valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, 
subject to the overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
the scheme as outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Depart-
ment’s website. The application from the school in question is available to be considered in this 
context. 

28/02/2017WRT03800School Enrolments

28/02/2017WRT03900310. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
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tention has been drawn to the shortage of primary school places in the Baldoyle area; his plans 
to add additional classes in a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9955/17]

28/02/2017WRT04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school to which he refers has not been in contact with my Department to advise of any 
issue arising in respect of school places in September 2017.

It is open to any school to submit an application to my Department if they have identified a 
deficit of classroom accommodation to meet increasing enrolments or to accommodate an ad-
ditional teacher appointment. Application forms can be accessed on my Department’s website 
www.education.ie

28/02/2017WRT04100School Catchment Areas

28/02/2017WRT04200311. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if provision will 
be made for a new primary school at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9977/17]

28/02/2017WRT04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): For planning purposes the 
area referred to by the Deputy is located in the Department’s Finglas East/Ballymun Dublin 11 
school planning area.  There are currently 9 primary schools serving this area.  

My Department uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pres-
sure for school places will arise. The GIS uses data from a range of sources including my 
Department’s own databases. With this information, my Department carries out nationwide 
demographic exercises at primary and post primary level to determine where additional school 
accommodation is needed.  

The outcome of the latest demographic analyses was the announcement of 13 new 
schools, four primary and nine post-primary, to open in 2017 and 2018.  It was also stated that 
a range of areas nationwide are experiencing increased demographic pressure and will be kept 
under review by my Department.  North West Dublin City, which includes the area referred to 
by the Deputy, is one of these areas.  This review will take account of updated enrolment and 
child benefit data and also of the impact of planned capacity increases in this and adjoining 
areas.  

The outcome of this review of demographic changes and school capacity in the school plan-
ning area will determine the means by which any additional school places required will be met. 

28/02/2017WRU00200School Catchment Areas

28/02/2017WRU00300312. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 179 of 21 February 2017, the primary school in the Swords area which is 
currently undersubscribed. [10004/17]

28/02/2017WRU00400313. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 179 of 21 February 2017, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a 
school (details supplied) has stated to parents that it is not in a position to prioritise children 
from outside of the catchment area for school places in 2017. [10055/17]

28/02/2017WRU00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
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that the school referred to in PQ 10055/17 is the primary school which my Department under-
stands is currently undersubscribed.

The school in question confirmed that it had offered junior infant places, prioritising chil-
dren from within the schools catchment area.  The school also confirmed that following receipt 
of responses from parents, the school will be in a position to determine the number of additional 
places that can then be offered to pupils outside the school’s catchment area, within the Swords 
area.

My Department is liaising with the school in question and will continue to monitor the pupil 
enrolment position closely in the Swords area.

28/02/2017WRU00600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

28/02/2017WRU00700314. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of 
planned changes from the 2018-19 school year to the provision of SNA and resource hours sup-
port to children with special needs in primary schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10056/17]

28/02/2017WRU00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory agency, is responsible, through its 
network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including SNA support and additional teaching 
resources to support individual pupils with special educational needs.

On 18 January last, I announced that a new model for allocating Special Education Teaching 
Resources to mainstream primary and post primary schools will be introduced from September 
2017.  The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special edu-
cational needs. Large amounts of research, analysis, consultation with service users and stake-
holders, and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all the evidence points 
to the fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children.

Under the new allocation model schools will be provided with total allocation which in-
cludes a baseline allocation for the school and an allocation based on the school profile.  The 
provision of a profiled allocation will give a fairer allocation for each school which recognises 
that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which provides a graduated 
allocation which takes into account the actual level of need and pupils in each school.

A new Circular will be issued to schools in the coming weeks which will provide details 
of how the scheme will operate while details of the allocations for each school will also be 
provided to schools.  The Circular will also set out that the profiled allocation which are being 
made for schools are intended to remain in place for both the 2017/18 and 2018/19 school year, 
with revised profiling due to take effect from September 2019.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in my 
Department’s Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.edu-
cation.ie, in order that students who have special educational needs and additional care needs 
can access SNA support as and when it is needed.  Responsibility for deciding on the quantum 
of educational supports and resources to be allocated to schools to support individual pupils 
rests with the NCSE.

There are no immediate plans to change the SNA allocation process, however, I have re-
quested the NCSE to lead a comprehensive review of the SNA scheme, in consultation with 
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other relevant Departments and State Agencies, including the National Disability Authority 
(NDA) and in that context to

 - Identify and recommend how, in the future, the additional care needs of students, over and 
above those needs that could be reasonably expected to be managed by teaching staff, should 
be met and

 - Recommend the most appropriate form of support options to provide better outcomes for 
students with      Special Educational Needs who have additional care needs, having  regard 
to the significant amount of State investment in this area.

The NCSE will report to me on the progress of this review in May 2017.

28/02/2017WRU00900Speech and Language Therapy Provision

28/02/2017WRU01000315. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
address the severe shortage of school places within specific speech and language units in pri-
mary schools in County Cork (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10069/17]

28/02/2017WRU01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The policy of my Depart-
ment is that children with special educational needs should be included, where possible and 
appropriate, in mainstream school placements with additional supports provided.  In circum-
stances where children with special educational needs require more specialised interventions, 
special school or special class places are also available.  

My Department provides an extensive range of supports for pupils with Specific Speech 
and Language Disorder (SSLD) including provision for the establishment of special classes for 
Specific Speech and Language Disorder in primary schools.  A full-time teacher is assigned to 
each class, and classes operate with a reduced pupil-teacher ratio of 7:1.  Speech and Language 
Therapy services are provided to these classes by the Health Service Executive (HSE).  A mini-
mum number of five eligible pupils is required for a school to retain a SSLD class.  Eligible 
pupils may spend up to two years in such classes.  The criteria for enrolment in a Special Class 
for pupils with SSLD is set out in my Department’s Circular 0038/2007. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory 
agency, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is respon-
sible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, including 
the establishment of special classes in various geographical areas where a need has been identi-
fied.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.  Applica-
tions meeting the criteria are approved by the NCSE.  

The NCSE continues to monitor and review the requirement for special class places in par-
ticular areas and has capacity to establish such new special classes where necessary, subject to 
the willingness of schools to open classes.  The NCSE welcomes expressions of interest from 
schools in opening special classes to meet the demand for special class provision.  In decid-
ing on the location of a special class SENOs take into account both the present and the future 
potential need for special class provision and they must be satisfied that the special class is 
sustainable and appropriately located.  SENOs liaise with relevant professionals in their area 
to arrive at an informed decision.  The establishment of a Specific Speech and Language Unit 
class, however, is contingent on the HSE providing Speech and Language Therapy support for 
the students in the class.
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The NCSE are in the process of determining where any additional special class provision for 
the 2017/18 school year will be required and SENOs hope to have initial information on where 
those classes will be required throughout the country shortly.  If a school has a commitment 
from the HSE to provide Speech and Language Therapy for the students in a class, the Principal 
should contact the SENO for consideration in regard to the need for a SSLI class in the area, the 
suitability of the school as a location for a special class and sustainability of the class.

It should be noted that pupils who are not enrolled in a special class for SSLD and who meet 
the criteria for Specific Speech and Language Disorder, as outlined in Circular 0038/2007, may 
qualify for additional teaching support, where they are enrolled in mainstream school, from 
within the school’s allocation of special teaching support.  

On 18 January last, I announced that a new model for allocating Special Education Teaching 
Resources to mainstream primary and post primary schools will be introduced from September 
2017. 

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special education-
al needs.  Large amounts of research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all the evidence points to the 
fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

Under the new allocation model schools will be provided with total allocation which in-
cludes a baseline allocation for the school and an allocation based on the school profile. 

The provision of a profiled allocation will give a fairer allocation for each school which 
recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which provides a 
graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need and pupils in each school. 

A new Circular will be issued to schools in the coming weeks which will provide details of 
how the scheme will operate while details of the allocations for each school will also be pro-
vided to schools.

28/02/2017WRU01200Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

28/02/2017WRU01300316. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) was not awarded DEIS status when all its neighbouring schools were 
and the students of these schools are within the same catchment area as this school and the level 
of disadvantage is the same; and if he will reconsider this decision. [10076/17]

28/02/2017WRU01400317. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) was not awarded DEIS status when all its neighbouring schools were 
and the students of these schools are within the same catchment area as this school and the level 
of disadvantage is the same; and if he will reconsider this decision. [10077/17]

28/02/2017WRU01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): DEIS is my Department’s 
main policy initiative to tackle educational disadvantage. The DEIS Plan 2017 sets out our vi-
sion for future intervention in the critical area of social inclusion in education policy. 

A key element of DEIS Plan 2017 Plan is the availability of a new identification process for 
the assessment of schools for inclusion in DEIS using centrally held CSO and DES data.  

The key data sources are the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online 
(PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National Census of Population as represented in the 
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Pobal HP Index for Small Areas which is a method of measuring the relative affluence or dis-
advantage of a particular geographical area.  Variables used in the compilation of the HP Index 
include those related to demographic growth, social class composition and labour market situ-
ation.  This data is combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to pro-
vide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort 
of individual schools. Further information on the development of the identification process is 
available in the DEIS Review report which can be found on my Department’s website at http://
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-
in-Schools-/

In its initial application, the new identification model has identified that there are schools in 
disadvantaged areas, not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage is signifi-
cantly higher than many schools already in the programme.  Accordingly, we are moving as a 
first step to include these schools within the DEIS School Support Programme.    

Schools included in the list published by the Department on 13 February are those whose 
level of concentrated disadvantage has been identified as being at the same level as the current 
DEIS category for schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage. 

Schools which have not been included at this stage, including the two schools referred to by 
the Deputy, are those which have not been identified as having the highest levels of concentrat-
ed disadvantage amongst their pupil cohort, under the new model which is fair and objective.

The new DEIS Plan provides for a verification process and any school wishing to seek 
verification of the information used to assess the level of disadvantage of its pupil cohort may 
submit an application for same to social_inclusion@education.gov.ie

It is important to note that the school details published on 13 February represent a first step 
in the application of the assessment process to support pupils in schools with the highest con-
centrations of disadvantage.  I am fully aware that there are further schools whose concentrated 
level of disadvantage may not be at the highest level, but may nevertheless be at a level which 
warrants additional supports for pupils under DEIS. 

However, as noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective central data-
based model of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed 
by a further programme of work to create a more dynamic model where levels of resource more 
accurately follow the levels of need identified by that model.

Once this work has been completed, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports 
to a further group of schools as resources permit.

In delivering on the DEIS Plan 2017 we must be conscious that there are ongoing changes in 
demographics which may be more marked in some areas than others.  Populations in some areas 
have changed considerably since schools were originally evaluated for inclusion in DEIS in 
2006.  The new model may reveal that some schools currently included in DEIS have a level of 
disadvantage within their school population much lower than that in some schools not included 
within DEIS.  If this turns out to be the case, then we must consider whether it is fair that those 
schools continue receiving these additional resources, using resources that may be more fairly 
allocated to the schools with greater levels of disadvantage.

It is important to note that the fact that a school has not been included in the DEIS pro-
gramme on this occasion does not preclude its inclusion at a later date, should its level of dis-
advantage warrant the allocation of additional resources.
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28/02/2017WRU01600Living Wage

28/02/2017WRU01700318. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of imple-
menting a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in agencies 
funded by his department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10098/17]

28/02/2017WRU01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The data requested by the 
Deputy is not collected or collated by my Department.  There are over 3,700 individual employ-
ers in the education and training sector.

28/02/2017WRU01900Psychological Assessments

28/02/2017WRU02000319. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for a NEPS assessment in respect of a person (details supplied). [10142/17]

28/02/2017WRU02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department’s National 
Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides an educational psychological service to 
all primary and post-primary schools through an assigned NEPS psychologist and in some 
cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological Assessments (SCPA), full details 
of which are in the NEPS section of my Department’s website.  Under this scheme schools can 
have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by 
NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
has adopted a consultative model of service.  The focus is on empowering teachers to inter-
vene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring. 
Psychologists use a problem solving and solution focused consultative approach to maximise 
positive outcomes for these pupils.  NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assess-
ment and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, 
educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behav-
ioural difficulties.  Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this 
stage in the process.  Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the 
school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an 
individual child for intensive intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually.  It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. 

If there are concerns in relation to the educational development of the child, the subject 
of the Deputy’s question, I would advise, in the first instance, that the child’s parents-guard-
ians bring the matter to the attention of the Principal to discuss the appropriateness of arranging 
an assessment.

28/02/2017WRU02200Schools Building Projects Status

28/02/2017WRU02300320. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason there 
has been a failure to build a new school or school extension for a school (details supplied) de-
spite a ten-year commitment by his Department to do so; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10143/17]
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28/02/2017WRU02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The School to which Dep-
uty refers is included on my Department’s 6 Year Construction Programme for the provision of 
a school extension.

Officials from my Department met with representatives of the school in October last to dis-
cuss the schools accommodation requirements.  A Department Inspector subsequently visited 
the school to review the schools existing accommodation and his assessment has now been 
received and is being considered.

An application has also been received from the school for additional temporary accommo-
dation to address the schools accommodation requirements for 2017/18 school year.  Additional 
information to complete the application was requested from the school and the application will 
be considered further by my Department when the requested information has been received.

28/02/2017WRU02500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

28/02/2017WRU02600321. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the severe shortage of school places for children with autism and complex needs in Cork 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10144/17]

28/02/2017WRU02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

In respect of children with ASD who cannot be accommodated in mainstream education, 
they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are provided.  Special classes are for students who have a recommendation for a 
special class/school placement in their professional reports.

The Department of Education and Skills invests over €300m annually in providing addi-
tional resources specifically to support students with autism in schools enabling:

 - 63% of students to attend mainstream schools

 - 23% to attend special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, and

 - 14% to attend special schools.

There are 13 Special Schools in Cork city and county.  The school referred to by the Deputy 
has capacity for 36 students. Special Schools funded by my Department are intended to cater 
for children and young persons with special educational needs from 4 years until the end of the 
school year in which they reach their 18th year. 

Special Schools are staffed in accordance with arrangements set out in my Department’s 
Circular 0042/2011, which provides for enhanced pupil teacher ratios for pupils attending Spe-
cial Schools ranging from 6-1, to 12-1, on the basis of disability categorisation of pupils attend-
ing the school.

Many special schools now enrol students from disability categories other than from those 
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provided for by their school designations.

There are currently 1,153 special classes nationally, which is an increase of over 100% on 
the number available in 2011.  Of these, 127 are ASD early intervention classes, 525 are pri-
mary ASD classes and 237 are post-primary ASD classes.  The remainder are non-ASD special 
classes.

With regard to Cork City and County, there are 145 ASD special classes.  Of these, 24 are 
ASD early intervention classes, 80 are primary ASD classes and 41 are post-primary ASD 
classes. 

The NCSE, in consultation with the relevant education partners, must take into account 
the present and future potential need, location and sustainability in looking to establish special 
classes in certain areas.  In this regard the NCSE has advised that they are continuing to engage 
with schools in opening special classes where there is an identified need for special class provi-
sion and in order to ensure there are sufficient placements available to meet demand. 

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs, including those in 
Cork City and County, are available on www.ncse.ie in county order, with new classes identi-
fied.

Parents/guardians may contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special edu-
cational needs and to seek assistance in identifying placement options, using the contact details 
available on www.ncse.ie.

28/02/2017WRU02800Third Level Participation

28/02/2017WRU02900322. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department has 
plans to promote third level education to those attending secondary schools in working class 
areas; if he will address possible concerns that there are financial barriers to attending third 
level education for those in working class areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10158/17]

28/02/2017WRU03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A number of measures are 
supporting increased rates of transition to further and higher education by students in disadvan-
taged second level schools.  These include the actions that are being progressed as part of the 
implementation of the National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education 2015-2019 and 
the new DEIS Plan.

The new DEIS Plan identifies more than 100 actions targeted at our most disadvantaged 
schools.  This includes:

 - Operation of a Book Rental Scheme will become a mandatory requirement for schools 
participating in the School Support Programme by September 2017

 - A series of pilot schemes will aim to encourage innovation and creativity in schools and 
the development of these initiatives will be supported by a School Excellence Fund; encourag-
ing innovation through school clustering

 - Target supports for School leaders and teachers to equip them to support children to 
achieve their full potential (e.g. professional leadership training, preparation courses for newly 
appointed principals, mentoring and coaching courses) 

 - All post-primary schools participating in the School Support Programme will have access 
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to a dedicated career guidance counsellor

 - Appointment of an additional 10 NEPS psychologists to improve supports to DEIS schools

 - Reduced class sizes in urban primary schools with the highest levels of concentrated dis-
advantage.

My Department also provides a range of supports that are intended to assist students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, and other under-represented groups, to overcome financial barri-
ers to accessing and completing higher education.  Funding supports include the Student Grant 
Scheme, the Student Assistance Fund, the Fund for Students with Disabilities and a number 
of scholarship and bursary schemes targeted at students from disadvantaged backgrounds.

In addition, the HEA allocates funding to support the work of Higher Education Access Pro-
grammes with schools.  These aim to support more students from linked schools in making the 
transition to higher education. Initiatives include mentoring for students in schools, support for 
teachers, guidance seminars, orientation and pre and post entry academic and pastoral support.

The HEA will shortly issue a call for proposals to third level institutions working with 
disadvantaged communities to improve attendance rates from these communities at third level 
institutions.  This call is the second strand of the Programme for Access to Third Level (PATH) 
programme which aims to support access from currently under-represented groups. 

In total, my Department will invest approximately €450 million in higher education access 
measures in 2017. 

The universities also collaborate in operating the Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) 
scheme through the CAO.  Under this scheme second level students from socio-economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds are supported in competing for a higher education place on the 
basis of lower Leaving Certificate points. 

28/02/2017WRU03100Third Level Staff Remuneration

28/02/2017WRU03200323. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on non-
academic staff at Trinity College Dublin not being given access to permanent contracts; the 
action his Department is undertaking to resolve the dispute; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10170/17]

28/02/2017WRU03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Following enquiries from 
my officials, I understand that discussions are taking place locally and under the auspices of the 
Workplace Relations Commission between Trinity College Dublin and the unions that are ad-
dressing the concerns of staff. Accordingly, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on 
these issues while these discussions are ongoing.

In May 2016 I welcomed the publication of the Report of the Chair of the Expert Group 
on Fixed Term and Part-Time issues in Lecturing in Ireland.  The Report contains a number of 
recommendations that will assist in addressing concerns raised about the level of part-time and 
fixed-term employment in lecturing in the third level sector. 

My Department issued directions to the sector on 4 July 2016 to implement the recommen-
dations contained in the report in accordance with the terms of the Lansdowne Road Agreement 
and my understanding is that the Institutions are taking steps to do so. 

The above-mentioned Report is specific to concerns raised about part-time and fixed-term 
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employment in lecturing and its recommendations are not applicable to non-lecturing grades. 

In line with the Universities Act, 1997, third level institutions have autonomy in relation to 
human resource policies, subject to compliance with Government policy in respect of employ-
ment numbers and pay policy.  Employers in the higher education sector are also required to 
operate in accordance with the provisions of national industrial relations agreements.  

28/02/2017WRU03400Schools Building Projects Status

28/02/2017WRU03500324. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of the 
rebuild of a school (details supplied); the stage it is at; the timeframe for construction; when 
ground works will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10178/17]

28/02/2017WRU03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of the tender process.  The School was authorised to issue 
a Letter of Intent to the preferred tenderer on 31 January 2017.   When the completed supple-
mentary tender report is received and considered and assuming that no issues arise my Depart-
ment will then revert directly to the school regarding progression of the project to construction 
stage.

28/02/2017WRU03700Schools Building Projects Status

28/02/2017WRU03800325. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of the 
rebuild of a school (details supplied); the stage it is at; the timeframe for construction; when 
groundworks will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10179/17]

28/02/2017WRU03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
to which the Deputy refers is currently at an advanced Stage of Architectural Planning, Stage 
2(b) which includes applications for Planning Permission, Fire Safety Certificate, Disability 
Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been 
obtained. 

Following the appointment of a replacement Mechanical & Electrical Engineer the Design 
Team in association with the replacement Engineer are working on a revised M&E report which 
will be submitted to the Department when it is completed. My Department will revert to the 
school with regard to the further progression of the project following consideration of that re-
port.

28/02/2017WRV00150Schools Site Acquisitions

28/02/2017WRV00200326. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if discussions have 
taken place with Fingal County Council regarding the location of the new second level school 
for the Carpenterstown and Castleknock school planning area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10183/17]

28/02/2017WRV00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project for 
the new post-primary school to serve Carpenterstown/Castleknock is included in the Depart-
ment’s 6 year construction programme.

Officials in the Department are liaising with officials in Fingal County Council in accor-
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dance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisition 
of a suitable location for the school and are currently examining site options.

Due to commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally, I am not in a position 
to provide further details at this time but the school patron will be informed of the proposed 
location for the school as soon as it is possible to do so.

28/02/2017WRV00350Schools Building Projects Status

28/02/2017WRV00400327. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of the 
construction works to be carried out at a school (details supplied) as provided for under the 
capital programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10184/17]

28/02/2017WRV00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers was allocated funding under the 2015 Additional Accommodation Scheme to 
provide a library, Kitchen & breakfast area, 8 learning support rooms and toilets.

The delivery of the project has been devolved to the school authority.  The progression of 
the project is now, therefore, a matter for the Board of Management. 

It is understood that Planning permission has recently been received and the Design Team is 
currently preparing the applications in respect of a Fire Cert and a Disability Access Cert.  The 
project will then proceed to tender and construction stages.  It is expected that construction will 
commence in 2017.

 My Department recently received an application for an uplift in Design Team fees.  This 
is currently being examined.  This request does not impact the project progressing as outlined.  

28/02/2017WRV00550School Funding

28/02/2017WRV00600328. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration will 
be given to increasing the funding allocated to schools to cover ancillary services such as the 
employment of a school secretary or caretaker, taking increases in demographics into account; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10189/17]

28/02/2017WRV00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The level of funding pro-
vided by my Department to primary and post-primary schools is primarily based on their pupil 
enrolment levels.

This enables the grant funding to automatically adjust to reflect annual changes in demo-
graphics.

The current circulars in relation to ancillary grants are Circular 0080/2016 at primary level 
and Circular 0081/2016 at post-primary level.  These circulars set out the grant rates which 
were increased to enable schools to implement the arbitration findings in relation to pay rates 
for school secretaries and caretakers.  The circulars are published on my Department’s website. 

28/02/2017WRV00750Land Transfers

28/02/2017WRV00800329. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of and 
timeframe for completion on the transfer of lands (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [10198/17]

28/02/2017WRV00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are a number of 
legal and technical matters to be resolved pertaining to the proposal by the club referred to by 
the Deputy. 

I can confirm that officials from my Department have consulted with the school authorities 
in relation to the proposal and the matter is being progressed.

28/02/2017WRV00950Special Educational Needs Service Provision

28/02/2017WRV01000330. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the detail of the 
new model of allocating GAM hours and resource hours to national schools in the forthcoming 
school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10228/17]

28/02/2017WRV01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): On 18 January last, I an-
nounced that a new model for allocating Special Education Teaching Resources to mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools will be introduced from September 2017. 

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special education-
al needs.  Large amounts of research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone into the development of this model and all the evidence points to the fact 
that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

I also announced that an additional 900 teaching posts will be provided to support the in-
troduction of this new allocation model.  The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a 
very significant investment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with spe-
cial educational needs in our schools.  This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number of 
resource teachers allocated to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011, when 5,265 teachers 
were allocated, as opposed to provision for 7,542 posts in the current school year.

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1,000 schools which are 
identified as needing additional supports as a result of the new model.  Supports for children 
with special educational needs is a huge priority for this Government.  We currently spend €1.6 
billion, or one fifth of the total education budget, on supports for children with special educa-
tional needs. 

It will ensure that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special education needs re-
sources to provide additional teaching support to all pupils in their school who require such 
support. 

Under the new allocation model schools will be provided with total allocation which in-
cludes a baseline allocation for the school and an allocation based on the school profile. 

The provision of a profiled allocation will give a fairer allocation for each school which 
recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which provides a 
graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need  in each school. 

Schools will be front-loaded with resources, based on each school’s profile, to provide sup-
ports immediately to those pupils who need it without delay.  This will reduce the adminis-
trative burden on schools as schools will no longer have to complete an application process 
annually and apply for newly enrolled pupils who require resource hours.  Children who need 
support can have that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.
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Schools will therefore no longer have to make applications, for newly enrolled pupils for 
whom resource teaching hours may have been provided under the old model, as schools will 
now receive a single allocation for all of their special education teaching needs, based on their 
school size and profile.  This includes provision for junior infants who are newly enrolling to 
the school or pupils who may transfer from another school. 

It should be noted that this is a brand new model of allocation and is not comparable to the 
existing model.  By using a broad range of attainment and socio-economic criteria, it is expect-
ed that generally, a school’s profile will remain relatively constant from year to year.  Each year, 
some students with additional teaching needs will leave and others will enrol, broadly balancing 
the school profile.  Resources allocated under this model will not normally be adjusted between 
allocations. 

The model will, however, allow for some additional provision for exceptional circumstanc-
es or where a school’s enrolment levels increase very substantially prior to the next review of 
the model. The Inclusion Support Service, established under the National Council for Spe-
cial Education will support schools in managing their special education teaching allocations 
in the first instance. Only in very exceptional circumstances, where it can be demonstrated 
that the school’s profile has changed very significantly since the allocation was made to the 
school, may an additional allocation of hours be made to the school. 

A new Circular will be issued to schools in the coming weeks which will provide details of 
how the scheme will operate while details of the allocations for each school will also be pro-
vided to schools.

Schools will also be provided with guidance on how to manage their resources to ensure that 
all pupils who have additional learning needs can be provided with support. 

28/02/2017WRV01150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

28/02/2017WRV01200331. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the detail of the 
new model of allocating GAM hours and resource hours to national schools in the forthcoming 
school year in relation to scenarios (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10229/17]

28/02/2017WRV01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): On 18 January last, I an-
nounced that a new model for allocating Special Education Teaching Resources to mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools will be introduced from September 2017. 

The aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special education-
al needs.  Large amounts of research, analysis, consultation with service users and stakeholders, 
and piloting have gone into the development of this model and all the evidence points to the fact 
that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

No school will lose supports as a result of the implementation of the new model.  In addi-
tion, no school will receive an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less 
than the allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.  No al-
location made for such pupils by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as that pupil 
remains in the school. 

I also announced that an additional 900 teaching posts will be provided to support the in-
troduction of this new allocation model.  The provision of an additional 900 teaching posts is a 
very significant investment in the provision of additional teaching support for pupils with spe-
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cial educational needs in our schools.  This is additional to an increase of 41% in the number of 
resource teachers allocated to schools annually by the NCSE since 2011, when 5,265 teachers 
were allocated, as oppossed to provision for 7,452 posts in the current school year.

The additional funding will provide additional supports to over 1,000 schools who are iden-
tified as needing additional supports as a result of the new model.  Supports for children with 
special educational needs is a huge priority for this Government.  We currently spend €1.6 bil-
lion, or one fifth of the total education budget, on supports for children with special educational 
needs. 

It will ensure that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special education needs re-
sources to provide additional teaching support to all pupils in their school who require such 
support. 

Under the new allocation model schools will be provided with a total allocation which in-
cludes a baseline allocation for the school and an allocation based on the school profile. 

The provision of a profiled allocation will give a fairer allocation for each school which 
recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which provides a 
graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need and pupils in each school. 

Schools will be front-loaded with resources, based on each school’s profile, to provide sup-
ports immediately to those pupils who need it without delay.  This will reduce the adminis-
trative burden on schools as schools will no longer have to complete an application process 
annually and apply for newly enrolled pupils who require resource hours.  Children who need 
support can have that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Schools will therefore no longer have to make applications, for newly enrolled pupils for 
whom resource teaching hours may have been provided under the old model, as schools will 
now receive a single allocation for all of their special education teaching needs, based on their 
school size and profile.  

Accordingly, the NCSE advised schools that there was no longer a requirement for schools 
to make applications for special education teaching supports for individual pupils with special 
educational teaching needs, as resources would be provided for schools by the profiled alloca-
tion.

For the introduction of the new allocation model, from September 2017, the NCSE ‘Low 
Incidence’ allocations, which had been made for each school during the preceding year 2016/17 
school year, have been used to establish the complex needs component of the new allocation 
model for each school.

A model for the identification of pupils with complex needs in future is being devised by the 
NCSE, in consultation with the Health Service Executive and National Educational Psychologi-
cal Services (NEPS).  This model will take account of the qualification criteria for the selection 
of children for access to HSE Children Disability Network Teams. 

For the next reprofiling of the model, the pupils with newly identified Complex Needs will 
be included in this revised allocation. 

It should be noted that this is a brand new model of allocation and is not comparable to the 
existing model.  By using a broad range of attainment and socio-economic criteria it is expected 
that allocations made to schools will be sufficient to meet both current and future needs as they 
arise until the next review. 
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Currently most schools’ educational profiles remain relatively constant from year to year.  
Each year, some students with additional teaching needs will leave and others will enrol, broad-
ly balancing the school profile. 

The model will provide, from this year, additional resources to schools where it is expected 
that there will be additional needs.  In protecting resources in schools where the profiles indicate 
that the levels of need are lower than are currently provided for, some additional capacity is 
also provided for in those schools.  Accordingly, all schools should have the capacity to meet 
the needs of additional children enrolling in the school in the following school year without the 
need for additional or new resources.     

The model will, however, allow for some additional provision for very exceptional circum-
stances or where a school’s enrolment levels increase very substantially prior to the next review 
of the model.  The Inclusion Support Service, being established under the National Council for 
Special Education will support schools in managing their special education teaching allocations 
in the first instance.  Only in very exceptional circumstances, where it can be demonstrated 
that the school’s profile has changed very significantly since the allocation was made to the 
school, may an additional allocation of hours be made to the school. 

A new Circular will be issued to schools in the coming weeks which will provide details of 
how the scheme will operate while details of the allocations for each school will also be pro-
vided to schools.

Guidance will also be provided for schools on how best to usilise and deploy their resources 
under the new allocation model to ensure that all pupils who need additional teaching support 
can receive such support. 

28/02/2017WRV01350School Enrolments Data

28/02/2017WRV01400332. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children admitted to junior infants in primary schools here in 2015 and 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10230/17]

28/02/2017WRV01450Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 
by the deputy is available in the following table.

Please note that all pupil figures for the 2016/2017 academic year are currently provisional.

Mainstream Junior Infants

Academic Year Standard Description Mainstream Pupils
2015/2016 Junior Infants 71564
2016/2017 Junior Infants 68449

28/02/2017WRV01463School Catchment Areas

28/02/2017WRV01500333. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures 
he has taken to ensure that the patrons opening any new primary schools here are required to 
serve the catchment for the area they were set up to serve; if his attention has been drawn to con-
cerns that some primary schools established in recent years in areas of high population growth 
operate an enrolment policy drawing pupils from wider than the immediate catchment area; the 
measures he has taken to ensure that patron bodies respect and prioritise pupils from the local 
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catchment area over other pupils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10231/17]

28/02/2017WRV01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Each new school is estab-
lished to meet a projected demographic need to cater for children living within a specific school 
planning area to be served by the school.  As part of the process, agreement to a range of com-
mitments must be specifically confirmed in writing by prospective school patrons.  These com-
mitments include a requirement that the prospective patron is willing to prioritise enrolment of 
children in the area for which the Department has identified the need for a school.  Failure to 
indicate agreement with all of the patronage commitments would result in an application being 
deemed invalid and invalid applications are not assessed further as part of the process. 

In this regard, a map of the relevant area for which a new school is being established to serve 
is published on my Department’s website for clarity and transparency.  

Once a school has been established it becomes the responsibility of the managerial authori-
ties of a school to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998.  
The enrolment policy must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all 
applicants.  The selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-
discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

In relation to schools admissions generally, it is my Department’s responsibility to ensure 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking school places in an area.  
Parents can choose which school to apply to and where the school has places available the pupil 
should be admitted.  However, in schools where there are more applicants than places available 
a selection process may be necessary. 

This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discrimi-
natory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.  However, this may result in some 
pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.

28/02/2017WRV01650Education Data

28/02/2017WRV01700334. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a 
record of the stated religious composition of pupils entering junior infants in primary schools 
here for 2016 and 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10232/17]

28/02/2017WRV01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): All parents are given the 
option of having their child’s religion recorded as part of their record on the Primary Online 
Database (POD).  Religion is considered sensitive personal data under the Data Protections 
Acts and therefore is only recorded on the system where there is explicit written consent from 
the pupil’s parents.

Initial data on the religious composition of pupils in the primary education system for the 
2016/2017 academic year is due to be published in the coming weeks.

28/02/2017WRV01850Schools Building Projects Status

28/02/2017WRV01900335. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 217 of 21 February 2017, the estimated timeframe for the completion 
of the financial robustness element of the tender process and for the update of the cost benefit 
analysis report; the persons and-or group and-or company involved in the processing of the 
financial robustness element of the tender process and to update the cost benefit analysis report 
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element of the project; if there is a deadline for the date of issue of the letter of intent; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10238/17]

28/02/2017WRV02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that both the financial robustness and cost benefit analysis reports have been completed 
for the project in question.  

The National Finance Development Agency carried out the financial robustness assess-
ment at my Department’s request.  The local Education and Training Board, who is delivering 
the project, was responsible for the Cost Benefit Analysis Report.

I am also pleased to be able to inform the Deputy that on 27t February last, my Department 
gave approval to the ETB to issue a Letter of Intent to award a contract to the preferred bidder.  
Assuming that the preferred bidder can comply with the requirements contained in that letter in 
relation to tax clearance, insurances, bond etc, my Department would expect the project to be 
on site in a few months’ time.

28/02/2017WRV02025Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

28/02/2017WRV02100336. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
adress issues with regard to the criteria for becoming a DEIS school; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10299/17]

28/02/2017WRV02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): DEIS is my Department’s 
main policy initiative to tackle educational disadvantage.  The DEIS Plan 2017 sets out our vi-
sion for future intervention in the critical area of social inclusion in education policy. 

A key element of DEIS Plan 2017 Plan is the availability of a new identification process for 
the assessment of schools for inclusion in DEIS using centrally held CSO and DES data.  There-
fore, when the profiled needs of a school indicate that they have a higher cohort of children with 
complex needs, the school will be supported with greater resources.

The key data sources are the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary Online 
(PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National Census of Population as represented in the 
Pobal HP Index for Small Areas, which is a method of measuring the relative affluence or dis-
advantage of a particular geographical area.  Variables used in the compilation of the HP Index 
include those related to demographic growth, social class composition and labour market situ-
ation.  his data are combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggregated to small area, to pro-
vide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage present in the pupil cohort 
of individual schools.  Further information on the development of the identification process is 
available in the DEIS Review report which can be found on my Department’s website at http://
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-
Schools-/. 

In its initial application, the new identification model has identified that there are schools in 
disadvantaged areas, not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage is signifi-
cantly higher than many schools already in the programme.  Accordingly, we are moving as a 
first step to include these schools within the DEIS School Support Programme.    

Schools included in the list published by the Department on 13th February are those whose 
level of concentrated disadvantage has been identified as being at the same level as the current 
DEIS category for schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage. 
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Schools which have not been included at this stage, are those which have not been identified 
as having the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage amongst their pupil cohort, under the 
new model which is fair and objective.

The new DEIS Plan provides for a verification process and any school wishing to seek 
verification of the information used to assess the level of disadvantage of its pupil cohort may 
submit an application for same to social_inclusion@education.gov.ie.

It is important to note that the school details published on 13th February represent a first step 
in the application of the assessment process to support pupils in schools with the highest con-
centrations of disadvantage.  I am fully aware that there are further schools whose concentrated 
level of disadvantage may not be at the highest level, but may nevertheless be at a level which 
warrants additional supports for pupils under DEIS. 

However, as noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective central data-
based model of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed 
by a further programme of work to create a more dynamic model where levels of resource more 
accurately follow the levels of need identified by that model.

Once this work has been completed, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports 
to a further group of schools as resources permit.

In delivering on the DEIS Plan 2017 we must be conscious that there are ongoing changes in 
demographics which may be more marked in some areas than others.  Populations in some areas 
have changed considerably since schools were originally evaluated for inclusion in DEIS in 
2006.  The new model may reveal that some schools currently included in DEIS have a level of 
disadvantage within their school population much lower than that in some schools not included 
within DEIS.  If this turns out to be the case, then we must consider whether it is fair that those 
schools continue receiving these additional resources, using resources that may be more fairly 
allocated to the schools with greater levels of disadvantage.

It is important to note that the fact that a school has not been included in the DEIS pro-
gramme on this occasion does not preclude its inclusion at a later date, should its level of dis-
advantage warrant the allocation of additional resources.

On 18th January last, I announced that a new model for allocating Special Education Teach-
ing Resources to mainstream primary and post-primary schools will be introduced from Sep-
tember 2017. 

The basic aim of this new model is to deliver better outcomes for children with special 
educational needs.  Large amounts of research, analysis, consultation with service users and 
stakeholders, and piloting have gone in to the development of this model and all the evidence 
points to the fact that this new system will deliver better outcomes for children. 

No school will lose supports as a result of the implementation of the new model.  In addi-
tion, no school will receive an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less 
than the allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year.  No al-
location made for such pupils by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as that pupil 
remains in the school. 

The profiled allocation for schools will also contain some provision to take account of social 
context, as part of the overall allocation.

The profiled allocation will also have account of the number of pupils with complex special 
educational needs in the school.  This will retain allocations for pupils with dyspraxia and down 
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syndrome.  The Profiled Allocation will also have account of the learning needs of schools as 
evidenced by standardised test scores. 

A new Circular and Guidance will be issued to schools in the coming weeks which will 
provide details of how the scheme will operate, while details of the allocations for each school 
will also be provided to schools.

28/02/2017WRV02250Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/02/2017WRV02300337. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if maintenance grants 
are available for postgraduate courses; and if so, the details of same. [10315/17]

28/02/2017WRV02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
of the Programme for Government commitment to increase financial supports for postgraduate 
students with a particular focus on those from low income households. 

In response to this commitment, I secured additional funding of €4million in Budget 2017 
to facilitate the reinstatement of full maintenance grants, from September 2017, for the most 
disadvantaged postgraduate students. 

This will benefit approximately 1,100 of the most disadvantaged post graduate students who 
meet the eligibility criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant, from September 2017, and 
it reverses the budgetary cut that was imposed on this cohort of students in 2012.  

In total my Department will invest approximately €450 million in access supports in the 
2017/18 academic year.  This will benefit approximately 80,000 disadvantaged students through 
the student grant scheme. Other measures include the Student Assistance Fund and the Fund for 
Students with Disabilities.

28/02/2017WRV02425Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

28/02/2017WRV02500338. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the long-standing request by a school (details supplied) to be reassigned from 
urban DEIS Band 2 to urban DEIS Band 1; the reason the school was not reassigned from band 
2 to band 1 during the recent review of the DEIS scheme; the appeal mechanism of this decision 
open to the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10317/17]

28/02/2017WRV02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): DEIS is my Department’s 
main policy initiative to tackle educational disadvantage.  The DEIS Plan 2017 sets out our vi-
sion for future intervention in the critical area of social inclusion in education policy. 

A key element of the DEIS Plan 2017 is the availability of a new identification process for 
the assessment of schools for inclusion in DEIS using centrally held CSO and DES data.

The key data sources are the DES Primary Online Database (POD) and Post-Primary On-
line (PPOD) Databases, and CSO data from the National Census of Population as represented 
in the Pobal HP Index for Small Areas, which is a method of measuring the relative affluence 
or disadvantage of a particular geographical area.  Variables used in the compilation of the HP 
Index include those related to demographic growth, social class composition and labour mar-
ket situation.  This data are combined with pupil data, anonymised and aggregated to small 
area, to provide information on the relative level of concentrated disadvantage present in the 
pupil cohort of individual schools.  Further information on the development of the identifica-
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tion process is available in the DEIS Review report which can be found on my Department’s 
website at   http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-
of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/.

In its initial application, the new identification model has identified that there are schools in 
disadvantaged areas, not previously included in DEIS, whose level of disadvantage is signifi-
cantly higher than many schools already in the programme.  Accordingly, we are moving as a 
first step to include these schools within the DEIS School Support Programme.    

Schools included in the list published by the Department on 13th February, including the 
30 schools currently in DEIS Urban Band 2 that are moving to DEIS Urban Band 1, are those 
whose level of concentrated disadvantage has been identified as being at the same level as the 
current DEIS category for schools serving the highest concentrations of disadvantage. 

The school referred to by the Deputy is a DEIS Primary Urban Band 2 school, which, while 
it caters for a significant level of disadvantage, and receives supports under DEIS on that ba-
sis, has not been identified as having the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage amongst 
its pupil cohort.

Schools, which have not been included at this stage, including the school referred to by the 
Deputy, are those which have not been identified as having the highest level of concentrated 
disadvantaged amongst their pupil cohort, under the new model which is fair and objective.

The new DEIS Plan provides for a verification process and any school wishing to seek 
verification of the information used to assess the level of disadvantage of its pupil cohort may 
submit an application for same to social_inclusion@education.gov.ie.

It is important to note that the school details published on 13th February represent a first 
step in the application of the assessment process to support pupils in schools with the highest 
concentrations of disadvantage.  

As noted in the DEIS Plan, the implementation of a new objective, central data-based model 
of identifying levels of disadvantage within school populations will be followed by a further 
programme of work to create a more dynamic model where levels of resource more accurately 
follow the levels of need identified by that model.

Once this work has been completed, consideration will be given to extending DEIS supports 
to a further group of schools as resources permit.

In delivering on the DEIS Plan 2017, we must be conscious that there are ongoing changes 
in demographics which may be more marked in some areas than others.  Populations in some 
areas have changed considerably since schools were originally evaluated for inclusion in DEIS 
in 2006.  The new model may reveal that some schools currently included in DEIS have a level 
of disadvantage within their school population much lower than that in some schools not in-
cluded within DEIS.  If this turns out to be the case, then we must consider whether it is fair that 
those schools continue receiving these additional resources, using resources that may be more 
fairly allocated to the schools with greater levels of disadvantage.

28/02/2017WRV02625Special Educational Needs Service Provision

28/02/2017WRV02700339. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a pri-
mary school place will be offered to persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10441/17]
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28/02/2017WRV02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): This Government is com-
mitted to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with au-
tism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings 
through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

In respect of children with ASD who cannot be accommodated in mainstream education, 
they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are provided.  Special classes are for students who have a recommendation for a 
special class/school placement in their professional reports.

The enrolment of a child to a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school.  The Department has no role in relation to 
processing applications for enrolment to schools.

The NCSE has published a Guide for Parents and Guardians of Children and Young People 
with Special Educational Needs on Choosing a School.  This guide is also available at   www.
ncse.ie.

Children with Special Educational Needs who are over the age of four may avail of Home 
tuition where a school placement is not available as confirmed by the NCSE, through the local 
SENO. Details of this scheme are available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, published on 6th July 2016, contains a provi-
sion which will empower the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to designate a 
school for a child who has no school place for reasons related to the child’s special educational 
needs and for the Child and Family Agency to designate a school for a child who has no school 
place (other than a child with special educational needs).

The parents of the child referred to by the Deputy are advised to contact their local SENO 
directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs and to seek assistance in identifying 
placement options, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

28/02/2017WRW00150Teacher Exchange Scheme

28/02/2017WRW00200340. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the detail of his 
Department’s work on setting up a relocation panel for permanent primary school teachers who 
need to relocate but do not wish to resign their position; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10462/17]

28/02/2017WRW00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The provisions of the teach-
er exchange scheme are set out by my Department in Circular Letter 0017/2015 the contents 
of which were agreed under the auspices of the Teacher Conciliation Council.  The Teacher 
Conciliation Council is part of the scheme of Conciliation and Arbitration for Teachers and was 
set up to deal with claims and proposals relating to the Terms and Conditions of employment 
of teachers.  The Council is composed of representatives of teachers, school management, the 
Department of Education and Skills, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and is 
chaired by an official of the Workplace Relations Commission.

The Teacher Exchange scheme is open to primary teachers who are registered with the 
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Teaching Council, have completed probation and who wish to exchange their posts for educa-
tional purposes.  Educational purposes would include enabling teachers in primary schools to 
gain experience of teaching in different types of settings.  The concept is that teachers will gain 
a different experience, enrich their knowledge and understanding of their professional work and 
share this understanding with colleagues.

The minimum period for which an exchange may occur is one year and the maximum is 
five years. 

In 2016 the issue of this limit and the purpose of the scheme was reviewed under the aus-
pices of Teachers Conciliation Council.  Having considered the matter and taking into account 
all circumstances both the union and management partners considered that their preferred op-
tion is to retain the existing scheme as set out in the published circular.

However, in response to a request for consideration of a voluntary transfer scheme for Pri-
mary Teachers from the Irish National Teachers’ Organisation, I have decided to extend the 
maximum period for which an exchange may occur for those teachers in their fifth and sixth 
year of exchange for one further year. 

This new voluntary transfer scheme is to be considered under the auspices of the Teacher 
Conciliation Council. 

28/02/2017WRW00350Gaelcholáistí Issues

28/02/2017WRW00400341. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the enrolment to 
the Irish medium Aonad at a school (details supplied) in County Kildare for September 2014, 
2015 and 2016 demonstrates sufficient viability for the establishment of a Gaelcholáiste for 
north Kildare; if a final decision on the establishment of the Gaelcholáiste for north Kildare will 
be taken based on the enrolment to the Aonad at the school for September 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10463/17]

28/02/2017WRW00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of the November 
2015 announcement on the new primary and post-primary schools which will open in 2017 and 
2018, and in view of the continued support for a Gaelcholáiste, it was confirmed that a Gaelcho-
láiste to serve the North Kildare area will open in 2019, subject to the continued viability of the 
Irish-medium Aonad at the school referred to by the Deputy. 

My Department will continue to monitor the enrolment trend for the Aonad and to work 
closely with the Education and Training Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta in relation to the es-
tablishment of the Gaelcholáiste.

28/02/2017WRW00550School Transport

28/02/2017WRW00600342. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the potential im-
pact of the Bus Éireann industrial dispute on access to school transport for students; the alterna-
tive measures being explored to transport children to school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10469/17]

28/02/2017WRW00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.
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Currently over 115,000 children, including almost 12,000 children with special educational 
needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Bus Éireann has confirmed that more than 98% of the 115,000 children are accommodated 
on dedicated school transport services which are currently expected to run normally in the event 
of an industrial dispute.

An industrial dispute is likely to affect Bus Éireann’s public bus services on which the re-
maining children avail of school transport under the Scheme.  In the circumstances, it may not 
be possible to put alternative measures in place for these children.  However, Bus Eireann have 
been asked to examine the situation.

Bus Éireann School Transport Offices will arrange to send email notification to families af-
fected in the event that disruption is likely to happen.

28/02/2017WRW00750Education and Training Boards Staff

28/02/2017WRW00800343. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the administra-
tion and maintenance staffing levels in the Galway and Roscommon Education and Training 
Board since the organisations merged in July 2013 to date in 2017; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10324/17]

28/02/2017WRW00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Administrative and main-
tenance staffing levels in ETBs are predominately funded from the Schools and Head Office 
Programme pay budgets that are provided annually by my Department to each ETB.  The 
quarterly staffing returns for Galway and Roscommon ETB show that it had 106.75 whole-time 
equivalent posts at 30 June 2013 funded in this manner.   The equivalent figure for 30 Septem-
ber 2016 is 92.21 whole time equivalent posts.    

Staffing approvals from my Department for categories of staff such as teachers, school sup-
port staff and head office administration staff are allocated to the ETB scheme.  The way in 
which such staff are allocated between Head Office, individual schools, colleges and other 
centres is a matter for each ETB. 

As was the case with the public sector generally, overall administrative and maintenance 
staffing levels in the ETB sector have reduced since 2009 as a result of the moratorium on 
public sector recruitment.  Limited alleviation arrangements were put in place to ensure that 
schools have at least one secretary, caretaker and cleaner.  

ETBs are also provided with Schools Services Support Funding from my Department to 
assist with the provision of support services for schools.  ETBs may use this funding to buy-in 
additional secretarial support for schools on an agency type basis.   The level of this funding 
provided to Galway and Roscommon ETB increased from €547,952 in 2013 to €688,581 in 
2017.     

In relation to head office vacancies, my Department’s overall approach to the filling of 
vacancies is guided by what is affordable within the ETB budget, how the staffing level in the 
ETB compares to similar sized ETBs, and what are the staffing pressures and priorities in the 
ETB in question.  In this regard, my Department recently met with the senior management of 
Galway and Roscommon ETB.  Following this meeting, my Department sanctioned the filling 
of a temporary Assistant Principal (including associated back-filling) and 2 Grade III posts in 
order to support the ETB in implementing its functions and the restructuring and streamlining 
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process that is underway in the ETB. 

In addition and in order to strengthen the senior management team across the ETB sector, 
my Department has sanctioned the filling of a number of Director posts in individual ETBs 
which include a Director of Further Education and Training, Director of Schools and a Direc-
tor of Organisation Support & Development post.  These Director posts have been, or are in 
the process of being, filled via a recruitment process conducted by the Public Appointments 
Service.

28/02/2017WRW00950Arts in Education Charter

28/02/2017WRW01000344. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funds and 
programmes available for further development of talented young musicians while undergoing 
second level education; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3954/17]

28/02/2017WRW01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department currently 
supports the Music Generation initiative to the value of €2.5m per year, in respect of the 11 lo-
cal Music Education Partnerships (MEPs) established under Phase 1 of the initiative and which 
were initially supported through philanthropic funding.

In January 2016, a commitment was given by the Department of Education and Skills, 
subject to Exchequer resources, to provide further funding to support a second phase of the 
Music Generation initiative when philanthropic support for the new MEPS established during 
this phase ends.  This commitment will see Exchequer support increase by a further € 2.1m year 
from 2020.

On  23 January 2017, an open call was announced for Music Education Partnerships to ap-
ply for inclusion in Phase 2 of Music Generation.  A total of €3m in funding, from philanthropic 
investment by U2 and The Ireland Fund, is available through this call, which will enable Music 
Generation’s expansion into new areas of the Republic of Ireland between 2017 and 2021. 

The Department of Education and Skills also established the new Non-mainstream Music 
Education Bursary Scheme in February 2016.  In 2017 the scheme is worth €100,000 and will 
be launched February.  The Purpose of the scheme is to provide support by way of a cash grant 
to established, smaller-scale, non-mainstream music education/community music initiatives 
with limited or no access to other forms of public funding. 

Co-operation hours are provided to five Education and Training Boards.  These include 
Cork ETB, Limerick Clare ETB, City of Dublin ETB and Galway Roscommon.  In many 
instances these initiatives provide access to non-mainstream music education.  In addition in 
Cork, Limerick, Clare and City of Dublin funding is provided under co-operation hours for 
Schools of Music programmes for further development of talented young musicians whilst un-
dergoing second level education.

Creative Ireland is the Government’s Legacy Programme for Ireland 2016.  It is a five year 
initiative, from 2017 to 2022, which places creativity at the centre of public policy.  Devising 
an integrated implementation plan for arts in education is a priority for Creative Ireland under 
Pillar 1.  The plan – “Creative Children” – will be launched in September 2017.  A key objective 
of Creative Ireland Pillar 1 is that by 2022 every child in Ireland will have access to tuition and 
participation in other art forms such as art, music, drama and coding.  My Department will be a 
key partner in implementing this objective. 
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28/02/2017WRW01150Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRW01200345. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the tribunals 
established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011, in tabular form; the 
number of days each tribunal sat for; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10769/17]

28/02/2017WRW01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information sought by 
the Deputy is currently being compiled by my Department and will be forwarded shortly.

28/02/2017WRW01350Earcaíocht san Earnáil Phoiblí

28/02/2017WRW01400346. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála, Pobail agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil cad é an costas breise a bhainfeadh le hoifigeach Gaeilge lánaimseartha a earcú 
i ngach comhairle contae nach bhfuil oifigeach Gaeilge acu faoi láthair. [10173/17]

28/02/2017WRW01500347. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála, Pobail agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil cé mhéad oifigeach Gaeilge atá fostaithe i gcomhairlí contae ar fud an Stáit; cá 
háit sa tír a bhfuil siad fostaithe; agus an ndeimhneoidh sé i ngach cás an post é atá dírithe ar 
dhualgas Gaeilge amháin. [10174/17]

28/02/2017WRW01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Tá sé i gceist agam Ceisteanna Uimhir 346 agus 347a thógáil le chéile. 

Bailíonn mo Roinn eolas go ráithiúil ar líon na bhfoirne sna húdaráis áitiúla. Ní soláthraíonn 
an t-eolas sin mionsonraí maidir le hoifigigh Gaeilge atá fostaithe sna húdaráis áitiúla ar fud na 
tíre.  Mar sin de, níl an t-eolas iarrtha maidir le líon na n-oifigeach, cá bhfuil siad nó an costas 
airgeadais a bhaineannleo ar fáil i mo Roinnse.   

De réir alt 159 den Acht Rialtais Áitiúil, 2001, tá gach príomhfheidhmeannach freagrach 
as na socruithe foirne agus eagraíochtúla atá riachtanach le haghaidh feidhmeanna an údaráis 
áitiúil ata faoin a chúram nó a cúram a chur i gcrích.   

28/02/2017WRW01650Tribunals of Inquiry Recommendations

28/02/2017WRW01700348. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide a full report on the actions and investigations being 
taken on foot of the reports of the Flood and Mahon and Moriarty tribunals; the status of these 
investigations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10267/17]

28/02/2017WRW01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Following the publication of the Moriarty Tribunal Report in March 2011, my De-
partment examined and considered the recommendations in the Report in relation to political 
funding.  The Tribunal recommended that the income of political parties be disclosed and that 
political donations, apart from those under a modest threshold, be reported. 

The Electoral (Amendment) (Political Funding) Act 2012, (the 2012 Act), addressed issues 
that were central to the recommendations on political funding made in the Moriarty Tribunal 
Report.  The 2012 Act significantly enhanced the openness and transparency of political fund-
ing in Ireland and brought into force restrictions on corporate donations and considerable re-
ductions in the maximum amount that a political party or an individual can accept as a political 
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donation.  The donation limit for a political party was reduced from €6,348.69 to €2,500, while 
for an individual politician or candidate it fell from €2,539.48 to €1,000.  A limit of €200 was 
placed on donations in cash.  The threshold for the receipt of anonymous donations was reduced 
to €100.  The donation threshold amount that gives rise to the requirement to open a political 
donations account was reduced to €100.  Anonymous indirect donations were banned.  The 
threshold at which political party donations must be reported and published was reduced from 
€5,078.95 to €1,500. 

The 2012 Act also provides for the disclosure and public inspection of the accounts of reg-
istered political parties.  In this connection, parties are required to have their accounts audited 
each year and to submit to the Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPO) an Annual State-
ment of Accounts and a copy of the auditor’s report on the accounts. 

These requirements first applied for the year 2015 and in December 2016, SIPO furnished 
the Political Parties Statement of Accounts Report 2015 to the Chairman of Dáil Éireann.  The 
report with the Statements of Accounts is published on the SIPO website. 

The Final Report of the Tribunal of Inquiry into Certain Planning Matters and Payments 
(otherwise known as the Mahon Tribunal) published in March 2012, made a total of 64 recom-
mendations, 10 of which were planning- related.  While some of the planning-related recom-
mendations have already been implemented, the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill 
2016, published January 2016, is primarily intended to give legislative effect to the remain-
ing planning-related recommendations proposed to be implemented.  The Bill provides for the 
implementation of the following recommendations:

- the establishment of a new independent Office of the Planning Regulator,

- the statutory underpinning of the proposed new national planning framework as a succes-
sor to the 2002 National Spatial Strategy, and 

- other updates to the Planning and Development Act 2000 that are necessary to deliver 
greater transparency, efficiency and integrity in the planning system 

The Bill has commenced its Oireachtas passage and is currently awaiting Committee Stage 
in the Dáil.

Issues in relation to any criminal investigations arising from the Mahon Tribunal are a mat-
ter for An Garda Síochána. 

28/02/2017WRW01850Wind Energy Guidelines

28/02/2017WRW01900349. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the status of planning guidelines that would stipulate a minimum distance of 1 km 
for wind turbines as proposed after the general election 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [10300/17]

28/02/2017WRW02000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In December 2013, my Department published proposed draft revisions to the noise, 
setback distance and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines. 
These draft revisions proposed:

- the setting of a more stringent day and night-time noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind 
energy developments,   
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- a mandatory minimum setback distance of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the 
nearest dwelling for amenity considerations, and   

- the complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings.   

A public consultation process was also initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the 
2006 Wind   Energy Development Guidelines, which ran until February 2014. The Department 
received submissions from 7,500 organisations and members of the public during this public 
consultation process.   

In light of the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to finalise the 
Guidelines and ongoing policy and legal developments in this area, my Department is continu-
ing to advance work on the Guidelines and related matters in conjunction with the Department 
of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, in order to bring the various issues 
to a conclusion as early as possible.  I expect to be in a position to make a statement on the 
matter in the coming weeks, outlining the timelines for implementation of the various elements.   

28/02/2017WRW02050Wind Energy Guidelines

28/02/2017WRW02100350. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when he envisages that windfarm planning guidelines, regulations and cri-
teria will be brought forward which take account of the current scientific knowledge and World 
Health Organization guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [10467/17]

28/02/2017WRW02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In December 2013, my Department published proposed draft revisions to the noise, 
setback distance and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines. 
These draft revisions proposed:

- the setting of a more stringent day and night-time noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind 
energy developments,   

- a mandatory minimum setback distance of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the 
nearest dwelling for amenity considerations, and   

- the complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings.   

A public consultation process was also initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the 
2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines, which ran until February 2014.  The Department 
received submissions from 7,500 organisations and members of the public during this public 
consultation process.   

In light of the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to finalise the 
Guidelines and ongoing policy and legal developments in this area, my Department is continu-
ing to advance work on the Guidelines and related matters in conjunction with the Department 
of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, in order to bring the various issues 
to a conclusion as early as possible.  I expect to be in a position to make a statement on the 
matter in the coming weeks, outlining the timelines for implementation of the various elements.   

28/02/2017WRW02250Burial Grounds
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28/02/2017WRW02300351. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9559/17]

28/02/2017WRW02400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Acts, 1878 to 2001, local authori-
ties are deemed to be burial boards for their respective functional areas. Acting in their capacity 
as burial boards, local authorities are responsible for the management, regulation and control 
of burial grounds in their functional area.  However, that said, in late 2016, having consulted 
with the relevant Local Authority, Kerry County Council, my Department wrote to the person 
concerned advising him that Kerry County Council had investigated this matter, that staff from 
Kerry County Council met with him and had also visited the graveyard in his company. 

My Department also advised him that the Council has indicated that while it is responsible 
for maintaining burial records, the ownership of a burial plot is the personal estate of the pur-
chaser and may be assigned in his/her lifetime or bequeathed in his/her will as provided for 
under Section 44 of the Cemeteries Clauses Act 1847.  The Council has also indicated that it 
does not have any information where the right of burial may have been assigned or bequeathed 
by the original owner of a plot to a third party. 

I understand that the Chief Executive and Director of Services met the person concerned last 
December and also wrote to him last week restating the Council’s position.   

28/02/2017WRW02450Foreshore Licence Applications

28/02/2017WRW02500352. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the names of the members of the MLVC responsible for reports (details 
supplied), in view of the fact these reports informed his decision to grant a 35-year foreshore 
licence to the Marine Institute on foot of an application; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [9568/17]

28/02/2017WRW02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The reports for the application in question were completed by my Department’s 
Water and Marine Advisory Engineer.  

As the Minister with responsibility for making the decision on this application under the 
1933 Foreshore Act, I am satisfied that all aspects of the application and its supporting docu-
mentation together with any issues raised during the consultation period were fully considered 
within the legislative framework.  The basis on which my decision was made is contained with 
in the ‘Ministers Approval to Grant a Licence’ document that can be viewed on my Depart-
ment’s website at:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/foreshore-applications/application-docu-
ments/approved_submission_to_minister_redacted.pdf.

28/02/2017WRW02650Planning Issues

28/02/2017WRW02700353. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total number of local area plans, strategic development zones and county 
development plans in operation; the number in operation in 2005 and 2010, on a local authority 
basis, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9573/17]
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28/02/2017WRW02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy in 
accordance with Standing Orders. 

28/02/2017WRX00200Irish Water Remit

28/02/2017WRX00300354. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his plans to change the guideline-based system whereby housing estate facilities, 
including water supply and wastewater treatment works which have recently been taken in 
charge by the relevant local authority having been constructed by a private developer, do not 
transfer to Irish Water for operation and maintenance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9575/17]

28/02/2017WRX00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The National Taking in Charge Initiative (NTICI) for residential estates announced 
in April 2016 was aimed at accelerating the taking-in-charge process of housing estates, includ-
ing estates with developer provided water services infrastructure (DPI).  Survey data gathered 
from each of the 31 local authorities was collated in December 2015 and the information pro-
vided by this survey indicated that, of the 5,566 developments yet to be taken in charge, there 
are approximately 914 estates with developer-provided water services infrastructure (DPI).

Subsequently, funding was allocated by my Department for a number of developments on 
the basis of proposals submitted by the local authorities.  Under the terms of the NTICI, only 
those developments subject to valid taking-in-charge applications were eligible for inclusion 
in the call for funding proposals, outlined in Circular FPS3 of April 2016, which is available at 
the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/circular_fps3_2016_nation-
al_taking_in_charge_initiative_3.pdf   

It was also stipulated that funding for estates with DPI would only apply to developments 
that could demonstrate sustainable solutions acceptable to Irish Water and EPA.   

Seven local authorities, Clare, Cork, Donegal, Galway, Kerry, Tipperary and Wexford, were 
selected as they contained a significant number of housing estates with DPI.  In total, 68 de-
velopments with DPI were submitted by the seven local authorities for funding and 44 were 
initially approved. 

 After assessing the submissions in detail, a final allocation of €1.9 million was distributed 
across the 7 local authorities to progress works on 31 housing estates with DPI to taking in 
charge standard.  Work is still progressing on a number of these pilot projects.  A further €1m 
is being provided in 2017 to progress further works on housing estates with DPI to taking in 
charge standard.   

 My Department will prepare a report by the Summer of 2017 on key lessons learned from 
the valuable knowledge and experience gained under the National Taking in Charge Initiative 
(NTICI) which will help to inform and progress future taking-in-charge plans including for 
those rural estates that are served by DPI.   

Further information on the NTICI can be found on my Department’s website at the follow-
ing link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/current?query=Taking%20in%20Charge 
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28/02/2017WRX00500Private Rented Accommodation Price Controls

28/02/2017WRX00600355. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will request the Residential Tenancies Board to review its examination of 
the Maynooth local electoral area report on rent pressure zones which showed that there were 
rent decreases in the first six months of 2016, which is an unlikely result and requires further 
examination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9669/17]

28/02/2017WRX00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): On 24 January 2017, in accordance with Section 24A of the Residential Tenancies 
Act 2004 (as amended), the Housing Agency proposed that 15 Local Electoral Areas should be 
considered for designation as rent pressure zones. On foot of the proposal from the Housing 
Agency, again in accordance with the Act, I requested the Director of the RTB to make a report 
to me as to whether these areas met the criteria for designation as Rent Pressure Zones.

On 26 January 2017, I received a report from the RTB confirming that 12 out of the 15 Local 
Electoral Areas examined met the criteria and I made Orders designating those 12 areas as Rent 
Pressure Zones on 26 January 2017. The areas designated included the Local Electoral Areas of 
Naas, Celbridge-Leixlip and Kildare-Newbridge. 

For an area to be designated a Rent Pressure Zone, it must satisfy the criteria set out in sec-
tion 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended): 

(i) The annual rate of rent inflation in the area must have been 7% or more in four of the last 
six quarters; and 

(ii) The average rent in the area in the last quarter must be above the average national rent 
in the last quarter.   

In terms of the Local Electoral Area of Maynooth, the report received from the RTB indi-
cated that while the average rent in the area was above the average national rent for the quarter, 
the annual rate of rent inflation in the area was greater than 7% in only three of the last six quar-
ters. The requirement for designation is for the annual rate of rent inflation in the area to be 7% 
or more in four of the last six quarters. Therefore Maynooth did not meet both of the criteria set 
out in section 24A(4) of the Act and could not be designated as a rent pressure zone.   

The reports received from the RTB in relation to the designation of rent pressure zones, 
including a table showing the results of the analysis carried out on the 15 proposed areas for 
designation, are available on the website of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) at the fol-
lowing link

http://www.rtb.ie/docs/default-source/rent-pressure-zones/summary-results-table.
pdf?sfvrsn=2

I am fully confident that the RTB assessments are conducted in line with the legislation and 
accurately reflect the data gathered for compiling the quarterly Rent Index reports.   

Under the Act, I have no further role or discretion in proposing areas for designation as Rent 
Pressure Zones or in deciding whether they should be designated. The designation process is 
independent and based on clear objective criteria and quantifiable evidence.

The Housing Agency will continue to monitor the rental market and may recommend fur-
ther areas for designation. Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found at a fu-
ture date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones.
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28/02/2017WRX00800Housing Data

28/02/2017WRX00900356. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on the fact that his Department is depending on ESB network con-
nections to the electricity supply to verify the number of new house completions; his further 
views on whether this method is not a true reflection of the number of new house builds over 
the past number of years; and his plans for an alternative method to extrapolate a more com-
prehensive data on housing flows, new builds, completions and estimated net additions to total 
national stock in addition to a breakdown of these into private, voluntary and local authority 
components. [9670/17]

28/02/2017WRX01000382. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if his Department has plans to change the way it monitors house completion rates 
from new electricity connections in view of concerns that new electricity connections can be 
triggered to work on existing buildings or previously vacant sites; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10160/17]

28/02/2017WRX01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 356 and 382 together.

My Department receives detailed monthly data from the ESB on the number of connections 
to the electricity grid; these data have for many years been used as a proxy for house comple-
tions as units are normally connected at the point at which the unit is ready for occupation. My 
Department maintains regular contact with the ESB to ensure that this data set remains relevant 
and consistent over time. The ESB recently confirmed to the Department that the connections 
figure includes a small, but not easily quantified, number of re-connections to the grid where 
the unit was disconnected, and therefore vacant, for at least two years. Furthermore, they also 
confirmed that service alterations are not included in the connections figures.   

 The Census of Population and Housing published by the Central Statistics Office provides 
the most detailed breakdown of the housing stock and further details on the position as at end 
April 2016 will be published by April 20th 2017. Between Census waves my Department also 
produces annual estimates of the net change to the housing stock using available data including 
but not limited to the completions data. These estimates can be found on the Department’s web-
site at:http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/private-
housing-market-statistics 

My Department also provides quarterly and annual breakdowns of completions figures into 
private, voluntary and social housing. These figures can be found on the Department’s website 
under the heading of completions by sector at: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/construc-
tion-activity-completions .   

I recently published a first Monthly Housing Indicators Report which showed that there are 
now clear positive signs of increased housing activity across all available indicators. This report 
can be found on the Rebuilding Ireland website at:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/january-housing-activity-report/ 

 My Department collaborates on an ongoing basis with the CSO and ESB to identify ways 
of enhancing and improving the data available on changes to the housing stock to ensure that 
the best possible information is available to inform policy development and implementation.
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28/02/2017WRX01200Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRX01300357. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the legal fees incurred on freedom of information requests received by 
his Department; the staff hours involved in the processing of FOI requests for the past three 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9677/17]

28/02/2017WRX01400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department did not incur any legal fees on Freedom of Information (F OI ) re-
quests in 2014, 2015 or 2016.  The following table gives details of the number of FOI requests 
received in each of the past three years:

Year Number of FOI Requests 
2016 393 
2015 395 
2014 180 
The processing of FOI requests in my Department forms part of the usual duties of officials 

and the time spent on processing such requests has not been monitored separately to other day-
to-day work. However, by way of indication, data in respect of 148 requests (circa 38% of the 
total number received) was collected in 2016 and reveals that the average processing time in 
this sample was 5 hours and 20 minutes per request.

28/02/2017WRX01500Housing Assistance Payments Eligibility

28/02/2017WRX01600358. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 293 of 7 February 2017, if notice of 
termination constitutes exceptional circumstances, thereby allowing a transfer from the rental 
accommodation scheme onto the housing assistance payment scheme and vice versa in such 
circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9762/17]

28/02/2017WRX01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under Part 4 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014, which provides 
for the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, a household in receipt of another form of 
social housing support, such as accommodation provided under the Rental Accommodation 
Scheme (RAS), will not generally be eligible for HAP. The legislation does allow for the provi-
sion of HAP where a housing authority is satisfied that the household is unable to continue to 
live in a dwelling, provided under a different form of social housing support, due to exceptional 
or emergency circumstances.  A key principle of the HAP scheme is that eligible households 
source their own accommodation in the private rented sector, which best suits their needs in 
their area of choice. This is distinct from RAS, which is a different type of social housing sup-
port where the tenant may not always find their own accommodation and instead are allocated 
a dwelling in accordance with Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009. 
As such, unlike HAP, in general where a RAS tenancy as an allocated dwelling is ending, the 
local authority retains the responsibility to source further accommodation for that household. 
The ending of a RAS tenancy is not considered an emergency in the context of Part 4 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014.

28/02/2017WRX01800Public Relations Contracts Expenditure
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28/02/2017WRX01900359. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount that has been spent on public relations and advertising for Re-
building Ireland, including the amount spent on signage and website development. [9793/17]

28/02/2017WRX02000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A key part of the successful implementation of the Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan 
for Housing and Homelessness programme is ensuring that all stakeholders and the wider pub-
lic are fully aware of the commitments, understand the range of initiatives and actions being 
rolled out and can access relevant and up-to-date information on progress.  In this context, the 
overall cost to date of the consultation, communication and engagement strategy associated 
with Rebuilding Ireland is approximately €95,700 (incl. VAT).  This comprises the develop-
ment and management of a dedicated Rebuilding Ireland website, www.rebuildingireland.ie, for 
which total investment to date has been approximately €54,600 (incl. VAT). 

In addition to the standard provision of text and graphic information to view and download, 
the website facilitates engagement with the general public through the use of video presenta-
tions and social media, at a cost of approximately €38,900 (incl. VAT) to date.   

Pillar specific launches have also taken place to build implementation momentum by allow-
ing for a deeper focus on a specific pillar area.  Four pillar launches have taken place thus far 
and a launch for the remaining pillar will take place in due course. In relation to one of the pillar 
launches, there was a cost of approximately €2,200 for room hire and associated costs.

Further requirements in terms of the website, video production and social media services for 
the next twelve month period, are considered on an ongoing basis.  All efforts will continue to 
be made to keep expenditure in connection with Rebuilding Ireland to a minimum. 

Further information in relation to the Consultation, Communication and Engagement Strat-
egy and in relation to progress more generally under Rebuilding Ireland is available in the 
Second Quarterly Progress Report on Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Home-
lessness (in respect of Quarter 4 2016 commitments and actions), which was published on 7 
February 2017 and can be accessed at:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/install/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Second_Quarterly_Prog-
ress_Report_-RBI-Final.pdf  In terms of signage, I assume the question refers to “on-site” sig-
nage. Expenditure in this regard is a matter for the individual local authority or approved hous-
ing body concerned. Site signage forms part of a construction project preliminary cost which 
is an integral part of the overall cost which may be recouped from the Department for social 
housing schemes under various programmes.

28/02/2017WRX02100Local Government Fund

28/02/2017WRX02200360. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount of money from the motor taxation fund which was allocated to 
Fingal County Council in 2016; the way this money was spent by the council; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9851/17]

28/02/2017WRX02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I assume that the Question refers to the Local Government Fund (LGF) . In 2016 
a total of €33,683,036.43 was provided to Fingal County Council from the Local Government 
Fund as follows:
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Local Property Tax allocation €24,314,322.54 
Recoupment in respect of lost income from 
rates on water infrastructure 

€5,248,541.00 

Compensation from changes arising from 
the Lansdowne Road Agreement 

€1,212,520.71 

Recoupment in respect of water services 
capital loans 

€2,774,043.62 

Support for Public Participation Networks €50,000.01 
2016 Centenary Programme €32,258.00 
Committee of the Regions €44,550.75 
Flood clean-up costs. €6,800.00 
Total €33,683,036.63 
The elected members of a local authority have direct responsibility in law for all reserved 

functions of the authority, which includes adopting the annual budget, and are democratically 
accountable for all expenditure by the local authority. As such, it is a matter for each local au-
thority to determine its own spending priorities from its discretionary funding in the context 
of the annual budgetary process, having regard to both locally identified needs and available 
resources. 

28/02/2017WRX02400Housing Assistance Payments Data

28/02/2017WRX02500361. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of housing assistance payment tenancies currently in place 
for each local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9857/17]

28/02/2017WRX02600362. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of housing assistance payment, HAP, tenancies created in 
2016; the number that moved that from rent supplement to HAP in each local authority; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9858/17]

28/02/2017WRX02700363. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of rent supplement tenancies expected to transfer to housing 
assistance payment in the four Dublin local authorities in 2017; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9859/17]

28/02/2017WRX02800364. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of households in receipt of the housing assistance payment 
on the social housing transfer lists of local authorities [9860/17]

28/02/2017WRX02900365. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of housing assistance payment, HAP, tenants that received 
a transfer from HAP into local authority housing or housing provided by an approved housing 
body in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9861/17]

28/02/2017WRX03000366. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of properties let to tenants in receipt of the housing assis-
tance payment that were inspected by local authorities in 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9862/17]

28/02/2017WRX03100367. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of housing assistance payment tenancies that were termi-
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nated in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9863/17]

28/02/2017WRX03200368. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of housing assistance payment tenancies in which tenants 
are paying top ups to the landlord; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9864/17]

28/02/2017WRX03300369. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of uplifts being paid under the housing assistance payment 
by local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9865/17]

28/02/2017WRX03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 361 to 369, inclusive, together.

There are currently over 18,000 households being supported by the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP) scheme in 28 local authority areas.  A breakdown of the number of households 
supported by HAP, including the number of Rent Supplement Transfer, in each local authority 
area at 31 December 2016 is available on my Department’s website at the following link

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

A breakdown of households supported by HAP within each local authority area at end of Q1 
2017 will be published on my Department’s website shortly after the end of the quarter.   

The HAP has been rolled out to local authorities on a statutory phased basis since Septem-
ber 2014.  As HAP is rolled out nationally, it replaces Rent Supplement for households with a 
long-term housing need.  My Department and the local authorities work together to help get the 
operation of the scheme embedded within the local authority area in a phased and organised 
manner. 

In the early stages of HAP being made available in a given local authority area, the assess-
ment and support of households presenting without any housing support are prioritised.  Local 
authorities are advised to ensure that this process is working efficiently and that the scheme is 
being operated well before beginning the process of Rent Supplement Transfers.  However, 
Rent Supplement recipients can approach their local authority to enquire about the scheme and 
to commence the assessment process for social housing support.  The scheme will be made 
available to all households in the administrative areas of Dublin City Council, Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown and Fingal County Councils with effect from 1 March 2017. 

Following the commencement of the provisions in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2014, HAP is considered to be a social housing support and consequently households are 
not eligible to remain on the main housing waiting list.  However, acknowledging that house-
holds on the waiting list who avail of HAP might have expectations that they would receive a 
more permanent form of social housing support, Ministerial directions have issued to ensure 
that, should they so choose, HAP recipients can avail of a move to other forms of social housing 
support through a transfer list.

The practical operation of transfer lists is a matter for each local authority to manage, on the 
basis of their scheme of letting priorities.  The setting of such schemes is a reserved function of 
the local authority and as such is a matter for the elected members.  My Department does not 
gather or hold any information on households seeking a transfer to an alternative social housing 
support whether they are currently having their housing needs met through HAP, RAS and or 
any other form of social housing support. 

I understand that the majority of HAP households do avail of the option to be placed on 
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a transfer list.  Some 1,450 households have exited the HAP scheme since its statutory com-
mencement in September 2014, including 240 households (at the end of December 2016) that 
have transferred from the HAP scheme to other forms of social housing support. 

A local authority must be satisfied on inspection that any privately rented dwelling, in-
cluding those supported under HAP, complies with the statutory standards for rented accom-
modation prescribed under section 18 of the Act of 1992.  The regulations that provide for 
these standards specify requirements in relation to a range of matters, such as structural repair, 
sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural light and safety of gas and electrical supply.  All 
landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these regula-
tions.  Responsibility for the enforcement of the regulations rests with the relevant local author-
ity, supported by a dedicated stream of funding provided from part of the proceeds of tenancy 
registration fees collected by the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB).  Under section 41 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 local authorities are required to commence this 
inspection process within 8 months of HAP being paid in relation to a particular dwelling if not 
already inspected within the previous 12 months. 

While in the context of policy development, my Department does consider reports of addi-
tional rental payments made by tenants supported by HAP, the number of additional payments 
being made by tenants is not fully known.  Each local authority has statutory discretion to agree 
to a HAP payment up to 20% above the prescribed maximum rent limit in circumstances where 
it is necessary, because of local rental market conditions, to secure appropriate accommodation 
for a household that requires it.  It is a matter for the local authority to determine if the ap-
plication of the flexibility is warranted on a case by case basis.  At 14 February 2017, 8.5% of 
the total number of households (excluding qualified homeless households) being supported by 
HAP had some additional flexibility applied to the monthly HAP being made to their landlord 
on their behalf.

My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review.  I am sat-
isfied with how the HAP scheme is operating and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meeting 
housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme under Rebuilding Ireland.

28/02/2017WRY00200Pyrite Resolution Board

28/02/2017WRY00300370. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will intervene in the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9875/17]

28/02/2017WRY00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): The Pyrite Resolution Board, with the support of 
the Housing Agency, is responsible for the implementation of the pyrite remediation scheme.  
In accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Board is independent in the performance of 
its functions, and as Minister, I have no role in the operational matters pertaining to the imple-
mentation of the scheme.  The Board may be contacted by phone at Lo call 1890 252842 or by 
email to info@pyriteboard.ie.

28/02/2017WRY00500Pyrite Remediation Programme Expenditure

28/02/2017WRY00600371. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the moneys which have been allocated to the pyrite remediation scheme for 
2017; the amount of this which has been spent in 2017 to date; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [9876/17]

28/02/2017WRY00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013provides the statutory framework for the establish-
ment of the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be 
implemented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency.  The pyrite remediation 
scheme is a scheme of “last resort” and is limited in its application and scope.  The scheme is 
applicable to dwellings which are subject to significant damage attributable to pyritic heave 
established in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material 
– Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In addition, applicants under the scheme must 
be able to demonstrate to the Board that they have no practicable options, other than under the 
scheme, to secure the remediation of their homes.   

A sum of €22 million was announced under Budget 2017 to fund the operation of the py-
rite remediation scheme in 2017 of which €3.1 million has already been drawn-down by the 
Housing Agency.  This allocation will build on the 553 dwellings already remediated under the 
scheme and is a clear signal of the continuing importance attached by Government to address-
ing the issue of significant pyritic damage in private dwellings.  It is envisaged that an addi-
tional 400 dwellings will be either remediated or under remediation by end 2017.

28/02/2017WRY00800Local Authority Finances

28/02/2017WRY00900372. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the large amount of finance that local authori-
ties currently have in their Part V funds; and if he has given any direction to local authorities on 
the use of this significant pool of funding. [9960/17]

28/02/2017WRY01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I am aware that local authorities have, historically, received funds as a means of 
satisfying the requirements of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, an option 
which is now no longer available to developers.  These funds must be used by local authorities 
for housing purposes; this could include improvement works; once-off works to local authority 
dwellings, that might include radon remediation, or extensions/adaptations; and co-funding of 
improvement works programmes for which exchequer funding is also provided, such as hous-
ing adaptations for people with disabilities and elderly people.  As the housing stock and the 
priorities of each local authority may vary, they have discretion to apply this funding in line 
with their own priorities.

This funding compliments the wider funding that is available through Exchequer pro-
grammes and which has been significantly increased under Rebuilding Ireland  , with some 
€5.35 billion available to support delivery of social housing by Local Authorities and Approved 
Housing Bodies.  In that context, taking account of the results of the latest Statutory Summary 
of Social Housing Assessments conducted in late 2016, new social housing delivery targets for 
local authorities for the period beyond 2017 will be set in Q2 this year and, in that context, the 
use by local authorities of available Part V funds to support their housing programmes will be 
considered further.

28/02/2017WRY01100Local Authority Housing Maintenance

28/02/2017WRY01200373. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government his plans to bring all local authority owned rental property up to 
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an acceptable energy rating standard (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9974/17]

28/02/2017WRY01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are currently undertaking an ambitious programme of insulation 
retrofitting, with the support of my Department, on the least energy efficient social homes.  
Funding of some €107 million has been provided from 2013 to end-2016 to improve energy 
efficiency and comfort levels in over 57,000 local authority homes, benefitting those at risk of 
fuel poverty and making a significant contribution to Ireland’s carbon emissions reduction tar-
gets and energy reduction targets for 2020.

The insulation retrofitting programme is being implemented in a number of phases: Phase 1 
commenced in 2013 and is focused on providing attic/roof insulation and the less intrusive cav-
ity wall insulation in all relevant properties, while Phase 2 of the programme - which has been 
piloted in Fingal and Westmeath County Councils - will focus on the external fabric upgrade of 
those social housing units with solid/hollow block wall construction.  Phase 2 will be formally 
rolled out to all local authorities this year.

Based on the most recent information from local authorities, it is estimated that there are in 
the region of 23,000 and 28,000 homes requiring Phase 1 and 2 works respectively.  My De-
partment will, shortly, be asking local authorities to submit details of their work proposals and 
related funding requirements for this Programme in 2017.

28/02/2017WRY01400Local Authority Rates

28/02/2017WRY01500374. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government his plans to replace the current local authority rates system to a 
fairer and equitable system of local taxation on commercial properties and businesses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9975/17]

28/02/2017WRY01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation pursuant to the Valuation Act s 2001 to 2015.  
The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  The 
principle of local authorities levying rates based on an independent valuation is well established 
and I have no plans to change this.  However, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is 
spread over a number of enactments, some dating back to the 19th century.  I have asked my 
Department to develop proposals for the preparation of a consolidated Rates Bill to modernise 
and consolidate the legislation in this area.  I hope to bring proposals in this area to Government 
shortly.   

Under Part 5 of the Valuation Act s 2001 to 2015 the Commissioner of Valuation is conduct-
ing a revaluation of all commercial and industrial properties throughout the State.  The purpose 
of a revaluation is to achieve more consistent and up-to-date valuations for rating purposes.  
The Valuation Act s come under the aegis of the Minister for Justice and Equality.

28/02/2017WRY01700Local Authority Housing Data



28 February 2017

307

28/02/2017WRY01800375. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government the number of new local authority social housing builds and 
units either built or purchased by the local authorities within County Donegal between each of 
the years 2009 to 2016 respectively and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9976/17]

28/02/2017WRY01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney):  Details on the number of properties constructed, purchased and leased by all local 
authorities, to include Donegal County Council, for letting to those on their social housing wait-
ing lists are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

Information on quarter four of 2016 is currently being finalised and will be published short-
ly. Preliminary figures show that in relation to the acquisition of houses and apartments, Done-
gal County Council acquired 37 additional homes for social housing use in 2016 and to date in 
2017, funding has been provided for the acquisition of 25 further units.

28/02/2017WRY02000Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Data

28/02/2017WRY02100376. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount collected each year since 2009 in respect of the non-principal 
private residence charge in tabular form; the number of persons that paid the charge each year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10067/17]

28/02/2017WRY02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative 
basis for the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge.  The NPPR Charge, which has since been 
discontinued, applied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner 
did not reside as their normal place of residence.  The self-assessed charge is set at €200 per an-
num. It is a matter for an owner to determine if he or she has a liability and, if so, to declare that 
liability and pay the Charge and any late payment fees applicable.  Under the Act, it is a func-
tion of a local authority to collect Non-Principal Private Residence Charges and late payment 
fees due to it and all Charges and late payment fees imposed and payable to a local authority are 
under the care and management of the local authority concerned.

The Non-Principal Private Residence Charge has raised in excess of €556 m to date over its 
five years of operation.  Proceeds from the charge are retained by local authorities and are used 
for the provision of local services.   

Table - Amount of NPPR revenue and number of NPPRs paid per liability date 2009 to 2013   

 2009 - € 2010 - € 2011 - € 2012 - € 2013 - € 
Amount of 
NPPR rev-
enue 

124,1 70,127 120,08 9,252 111,49 5,967 105,46 7,061 94,7 95,108 

Number of 
NPPRs 

367,152 371,982 378,951 397,873 400,862 

28/02/2017WRY02300Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration
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28/02/2017WRY02400377. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the settlement size should the non-rural houses rate apply to the social hous-
ing capital investment-unit cost ceilings circular for the incremental purchase scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10073/17]

28/02/2017WRY02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  
The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 484 of 2015) sets down 
the terms and conditions of operation of the scheme.  Local authorities were also issued with a 
detailed guidance document, “Incremental Tenant Purchase Scheme 2016 Existing Local Au-
thority Houses”.

Section 10 of the 2015 Regulations deals with the purchase price and states that the pur-
chase price shall be determined as the greater of;

(a) the relevant market value of the house, or,

(b) 50 per cent of the estimated cost to the housing authority of providing, on the same site 
as the house being purchased and in accordance with prevailing national building standards and 
design policies for local authority housing, a house designed to accommodate a household in 
the same class that the house being purchased was designed for, and such estimated cost shall 
include, among other matters, the cost of site acquisition, legal and other professional fees. 

Section 8 of the guidance document issued to authorities advises that the authority should 
compare the relevant market value of the house to the amount calculated as half of the most re-
cent all-in unit cost notified to the authority by the Department for providing a rural or non-rural 
house, as the case may be, of a class that would accommodate a household in the same class as 
that for which the house being purchased was designed. As per housing circular 42/2016, dated 
14 October 2016, all local authorities have been notified of the most recent all-in unit cost for 
their areas.   

It is therefore a matter for the local authority to determine the applicable all-in unit cost for 
the house/ area, rural or non-rural, in line with the costings issued to them by my Department.

28/02/2017WRY02600Foreshore Licence Applications

28/02/2017WRY02700378. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the status of all ocean energy related foreshore lease and foreshore 
licence applications from 2000 to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10082/17]

28/02/2017WRY02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The following table details applications for all offshore renewable projects for the 
period in question:  

Project Resource Type Date of Receipt Status 
Arklow-Banks Wick-
low 

Wind 29 June 2001 Lease Granted 

Codling-1-Banks 
Wicklow 

Wind 30 September 2002 Lease Granted 

Oriel Louth Wind 19 February 2007 Lease Application on 
hold 
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Project Resource Type Date of Receipt Status 
FST Sceirde Galway Wind 15 May 2008 Lease Application on 

hold 
Codling-II-Banks 
Wicklow 

Wind 25 March 2009 Lease Application on 
hold 

Kish-Banks Dublin/
Wicklow 

Wind 02 June 2009 Lease Application on 
hold 

Bray-Banks Wick-
low 

Wind 02 June 2009 Lease Application on 
hold 

Gaelectric Louth/
Meath (Investiga-
tion) 

Wind 20 June 2011 Site Investigation 
Ministerial Approval 

Marine.Institute 
Smartbay Galway 

Wave 10 January 2005 Lease Granted 

Pandion Ocean En-
ergy Ltd. (Investiga-
tion) Mayo 

Wave September 2009 Site Investigation 
Consultation 

Westwave Clare 
(Investigation) 

Wave 04 March 2011 Site Investigation 
licence Granted 

Westwave Mayo 
(Investigation) 

Wave 04 March 2011 Site Investigation 
licence Granted 

SEAI-AMETS Mayo Wave 23 December 2011 Lease Granted 
CETO Wave Energy 
Ireland Ltd. (Investi-
gation) Clare 

Wave   1 June 2012   Licence Granted 

Marine.Institute 
Smartbay(cabling) 
Galway 

Wave 29 April 2013 Licence Granted 

Irish Wave Energy 
Developers.Assoc. 
(Investigation) Mayo 

Wave 27 November 2015 Application MLVC 
Assessment Com-
pleted 

Marine. Institute 
Smartbay (1 year 
lease extension) 
Galway 

Wave 01 March 2016 Lease Granted 

Marine.Institute 
Smartbay (lease.ap-
plication) Galway 

Wave/Wind/ Tidal 12 February 2016 Application MLVC 
Assessment in Prog-
ress 

Consideration of foreshore applications for offshore energy developments, other than for 
site investigation works and Demonstration Projects, was placed on hold by my Department 
pending the publication of the Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP).  The 
Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources published the OREDP in Feb-
ruary 2014.  All applications for offshore energy developments currently on hold in my De-
partment will need to be reviewed in the context of the implementation of the plan and other 
relevant policy developments. 

My Department’s position of not accepting new Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) appli-
cations other than those for site investigation and demonstration projects will remain in force 
for the foreseeable future.
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28/02/2017WRY02900Living Wage

28/02/2017WRY03000379. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the cost of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees 
directly employed or in agencies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10099/17]

28/02/2017WRY03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Payment of salaries to staff of my Department is made in line with pay scales ap-
proved by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  If a minimum payment of €11.50 
an hour were introduced, the additional costs for my Department are estimated to be in the 
region of € 6,000 (not including Employer’s PRSI).  This figure reduces as and when the staff 
concerned progress along an incremental scale.

In so far as agencies under my Department’s aegis are concerned, arrangements have been 
put in place by each Agency to facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the 
Oireachtas.  The contact email address for each agency is as follows:   

Agency Email address 
An Bord Pleanála Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie 
Ervia, Gas Networks Ireland oireachtas@ervia.ie 
Housing Sustainable Communities Agency publicreps@housingagency.ie 
Housing Finance Agency oireachtas.enquiries@hfa.ie 
Irish Water oireachtasmembers@water.ie 
Irish Water Safety oireachtas@iws.ie 
Local Government Management Agency corporate@lgma.ie . 
Residential Tenancies Board OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie 
Pobal oireachtasqueries@pobal.ie 

28/02/2017WRY03200Private Rented Accommodation Costs

28/02/2017WRY03300380. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the latest rental price report by a company 
(details supplied) for the last quarter of 2016, which noted the average cost of renting is at the 
highest level on record; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10156/17]

28/02/2017WRY03400381. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the action his Department is taking to tackle the annual rate of rental inflation of 
14.5% in Dublin, as reported in the latest rental price report by a company (details supplied) for 
the last quarter of 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10157/17]

28/02/2017WRY03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 380 and 381 together.

The most effective way to reduce and stabilise rents in the long-term, and benefit the entire 
sector, is to increase supply and accelerate delivery of housing for the private and social rented 
sectors.  Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness, 
aims to increase and accelerate housing delivery across all tenures to help individuals and fami-
lies meet their housing needs.  It sets out over 80 actions that the Government is taking through 
new policy, new legislation and innovative Budgetary   measures to achieve that aim. 

Pillar 4 of the Action Plan committed to development of a comprehensive strategy for the 
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rental sector and this was delivered, with the publication of the Strategy for the Rental Sector  
, which identifies high and rapidly rising rents as the key driver of accommodation insecurity 
for tenants and a factor in the termination of tenancies.  To address this situation, the Strategy 
introduced a Rent Predictability Measure to moderate rent increases in those parts of the coun-
try where the imbalance between demand and supply of rental accommodation is driving rent 
levels upwards most acutely. 

The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 gave effect 
to, and provided for the immediate implementation of, the Rent Predictability Measure. Areas 
of the country satisfying the statutory criteria will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones and 
rent increases in those areas are generally capped at 4% per annum for a period of 3 years.  The 
measure was introduced with immediate effect in the four Dublin Local Authority areas and in 
Cork City.  A further 12 Local Electoral Areas were designated as Rent Pressure Zones on 27 
January 2017. 

It is important to note that the latest report referred to in the Questions relates to rent price 
inflation in the period prior to the introduction of the Rent Predictability measures and the Rent 
Pressure Zones.  The data in the report underline the need for and the relevance of the Govern-
ment’s measures.   

The provisions limiting rent increases in rent pressure zones apply both at the commence-
ment of a tenancy and at each rent review.  In addition, at the beginning of a tenancy, there is a 
statutory obligation on a landlord in a rent pressure zone to provide a tenant with details of the 
rent under the previous tenancy of the dwelling, together with a statement as to how the new 
rent has been calculated.  The purpose of this provision is to allow a tenant to ensure that their 
rent complies with the legislation.  The existing prohibition on charging a rent above market 
rent continues to apply in all areas. 

The Act provides that in confirming whether or not the criteria have been met, the informa-
tion relating to the area concerned must be determined by the information used to compile the 
RTB Rent Index quarterly report.  Statistics in the report referred to in the Question are based 
on asking rents for those properties which are advertised on that company’s website, as opposed 
to the RTB figures which are based on rents paid in all registered tenancies.

  Question No. 382 answered with Question No. 356.

28/02/2017WRZ00300Planning Issues

28/02/2017WRZ00400383. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if his Department plans to change planning conditions which prevent the rejection 
of applications in suburban areas of high density buildings; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10161/17]

28/02/2017WRZ00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): National planning policy strongly supports goals relating to avoiding urban sprawl 
and securing the efficient use of serviced urban land and increased densities, especially in high-
ly accessible inner city areas, where the full range of employment, retail, educational and rec-
reational facilities are within walking or cycling distance and close to frequent public transport.

In addition, a detailed and national level policy approach in relation to residential densities 
in urban areas has already been set out in my Department’s Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas, published in May 2009 under Section 
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28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

The objective of these Guidelines is to ensure local authorities bring about high quality and 
sustainable urban development using their development planning and management functions 
to deliver:

- quality homes and neighbourhoods;

- places where people want to live, work and raise families; and

- places that work in relation to the provision of infrastructure.

The Guidelines set out a broad and accepted policy context for achieving sustainable de-
velopment by balancing the need to ensure the highest standards of residential design which 
encompasses building lay-out, design and heights and the need to ensure efficient use of scarce 
land and infrastructural resources and the avoidance of urban sprawl.

In particular, the Guidelines outline a range of densities appropriate to different location 
types, from lower densities in the range of 15 to 20 dwellings per hectare at the edges of smaller 
towns and villages for private site-type developments to densities in the range of 20 to 40 dwell-
ings per hectare in more central or edge-of-centre sites in smaller towns, through to densities in 
the range of a minimum of 50 dwellings per hectare in larger urban areas along public transport 
corridors.

The Guidelines also place a heavy emphasis on the importance of public infrastructure, such 
as public transport, community and sports facilities, as densities increase towards more central 
urban locations, and of the development plan process in securing effective sustainable urban 
development outcomes.

However, the Guidelines do not set out specific policy advice in relation to height of build-
ings alone, in isolation from broader location, design and layout considerations nor would it be 
appropriate to do so, given variability in urban contexts and the inappropriateness of a “one size 
fits all” height policy for urban areas that can range from small villages to towns and cities and 
from suburban to city centre settings.  Rather, it is a matter for local authorities to ensure the 
appropriate application of the Guidelines in their statutory development plan and development 
management processes.

In addition, the National Planning Framework will further develop the policy in this area, 
for example in relation to identifying potential to build up the population and economic vital-
ity of city and town centre areas that in many cases have witnessed a sustained movement of 
people outwards to suburban and wider settings.

In view of the above, I consider that there is appropriate and sufficient national policy guid-
ance to support good higher density development proposals.

28/02/2017WRZ00600Housing Policy

28/02/2017WRZ00700384. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his plans to extend tenants’ rights to those persons that rent a room in a person’s 
house; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10163/17]

28/02/2017WRZ00800386. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his plans to legislate to force those persons that rent rooms in a house to register as 
landlords and ensure that the accommodation they provide is of a minimum physical standard; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10165/17]

28/02/2017WRZ00900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 384 and 386 together.

The Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as amended, regulates the tenant-landlord relationship 
in the private rented residential sector.  The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established 
as an  independent statutory body under the Act to operate a national tenancy registration sys-
tem and to facilitate the resolution of disputes between landlords and tenants.

The Act applies to every dwelling that is the subject of a tenancy, subject to a limited num-
ber of exceptions.  The dwellings to which the Act does not apply are set out in section 3(2) of 
the Act, and include for example:

- a dwelling that is used wholly or partly for the purpose of carrying on a business;

- a dwelling within which the landlord also resides;

- a dwelling the subject of a tenancy the term of which is over 35 years.

In these cases the RTB does not have any function in relation to the agreements or arrange-
ments on which they are based.

In circumstances where it is unclear as to whether a dwelling is the subject of a tenancy 
to which the Act applies, the RTB can adjudicate on the question and has done so in the past.  
Where it finds that a tenancy is unregistered due to the landlord’s wrongful claim that the Act 
does not apply to the dwelling, the RTB can serve a notice requiring registration and failure to 
comply is an offence.

Where the owner of a dwelling, residing in that dwelling, lets a room, that letting is not con-
sidered to be a tenancy within the meaning of the Residential Tenancies Act.  I have no plans at 
this time to extend the provisions of the Residential Tenancies Acts to persons who rent a room 
in a dwelling within which the landlord also resides.

However, the legislation on overcrowding of houses is laid out in Part IV of the Housing 
Act 1966 and applies irrespective of whether the house is the subject of a tenancy.  Under that 
Act, a housing authority may request information from the owner or occupier of a house such 
as will allow that authority to determine if a house can be deemed to be overcrowded, having 
regard to section 63 of the Act. 

The housing authority may serve notice on the owner of a house specifying the maximum 
number of persons that may occupy a house without causing overcrowding and, where the 
owner of a house is causing or permitting the house to be overcrowded, may require the owner 
to desist from causing or permitting such overcrowding within a period not exceeding twenty 
one days.  Any person who neglects or refuses to comply with these requirements is guilty of 
an offence.

28/02/2017WRZ01000Housing Policy

28/02/2017WRZ01100385. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government his plans to legislate to prevent overcrowding in houses which rent out rooms to 
persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10164/17]

28/02/2017WRZ01200387. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
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Government if his attention has been drawn to a report (details supplied) on 15 February 2017 
regarding the treatment of tenants by a person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10166/17]

28/02/2017WRZ01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 385 and 387 together.

The issue of overcrowded houses is dealt with in Part IV of the Housing Act 1966.  Under 
that Act, a housing authority may request information from the owner or occupier of a house 
such as will allow that authority to determine if a house can be deemed to be overcrowded, hav-
ing regard to section 63 of the Act. 

The housing authority may serve notice on the owner of a house specifying the maximum 
number of persons that may occupy a house without causing overcrowding and, where the 
owner of a house is causing or permitting the house to be overcrowded, may require the owner 
to desist from causing or permitting such overcrowding within a period not exceeding twenty 
one days.

Any person who neglects or refuses to comply with these requirements is guilty of an of-
fence.  Overcrowding may give rise to concerns in respect of fire safety, and may lead to en-
forcement action by fire authorities.  Situations of overcrowding should be reported to the 
relevant local authority.

  Question No. 386 answered with Question No. 384.

  Question No. 387 answered with Question No. 385.

28/02/2017WRZ01600Credit Unions

28/02/2017WRZ01700388. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 282 of 21 February 2017, the dates of 
the meetings when the Minister of State (details supplied) or officials from his Department met 
credit union representatives to discuss the potential involvement of credit unions in a new vari-
ant of the mortgage-to-rent scheme; the names of the representatives that the Minister of State 
or officials met; and the reason these meetings were not disclosed to Dáil Éireann in the reply 
to Parliamentary Question No. 155 of 8 February 2017. [10200/17]

28/02/2017WRZ01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In the context of the expressed interest of credit unions in providing finance for the 
delivery of social housing, the potential scope for credit union involvement in the proposed new 
Mortgage to Rent pilot projects is being examined.

My colleague, Minister of State Damien English met with the Irish league of Credit Unions 
(ILCU) on 21 February 2017, where this matter was addressed.  The ILCU was represented by 
Mr. John Knox, Mr. Ed Farrell and Mr. Gerard Howlin.  This meeting took place subsequent to 
the reply to parliamentary question number 155 of 8 February 2017.

28/02/2017WRZ01900Architects Register

28/02/2017WRZ02000389. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the current position in relation to the establishment of a statutory register 
of architectural technologists, in view of the establishment of the QQI standard in architectural 
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technology almost a year ago; and the likely timeframe for its introduction. [10203/17]

28/02/2017WRZ02100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English):  My Department has had detailed engagement with 
the Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists ( CIAT ) over the past number of years.  In 
this regard, my Department outlined a number of options in keeping with the Building Control 
Act 2007 which could be pursued by CIAT with a view to progressing the registration of its 
Chartered Architectural Technologist members.  My Department supported the establishment 
by CIAT of the voluntary Register for Architectural Technologists in Ireland in July 2014 to rep-
resent those practising within the Republic of Ireland.  The voluntary register operated by CIAT 
assesses and monitors the competency standards for Architectural Technologist applicants.

In March 2016, Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) formally published the national 
graduate standard for Architectural Technology in Ireland.  This was the result of close collabo-
ration between QQI, CIAT and the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI).

Since publication of the QQI standard in architectural technology, my Department has met 
with CIAT representatives to provide guidance and an explanation of the process involved in or-
der to place the register on a statutory footing.  The prospective registration bodies have a major 
role to play to devising and gaining consensus within their sector on a registration process that 
is fit for purpose as a statutory register and in this regard I understand that meetings have taken 
place between the CIAT and the RIAI.

Following the meeting my Department has provided follow up information to CIAT re-
garding the preparation of a Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) in relation to the creation of a 
statutory register and await feedback and input from CIAT in this regard.  My Department will 
continue to engage and work with CIAT in relation to this matter.

28/02/2017WRZ02200Local Authority Funding

28/02/2017WRZ02300390. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the funding that will be allocated to Wexford County Council for 2017 with 
regard to housing construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10204/17]

28/02/2017WRZ02400391. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount that will be allocated to Wexford County Council for 2017 with 
regard to the purchase of houses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10205/17]

28/02/2017WRZ02500392. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount that will be allocated to Wexford County Council for 2017 for the 
funding of housing grant schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10206/17]

28/02/2017WRZ02600393. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount that will be allocated to Wexford County Council for 2017 for the 
upgrade of existing housing stock; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10207/17]

28/02/2017WRZ02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 390 to 393, inclusive, together.

My Department has put in place a wide range of programmes that are available to all local 
authorities to generate increased social housing supply, to address specific special needs and to 
improve the standards and condition of the social housing stock. 
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In relation to the Deputy’s queries, the development and advancement of appropriate tar-
geted proposals under the various capital programmes mentioned is, in the first instance, a mat-
ter for Wexford County Council.

Arising from the Social Housing Strategy, targets and provisional funding allocations were 
notified to each local authority in April 2015 that covered the period out to end 2017.  This 
released €1.5 billion nationally for nearly 23,000 new social housing units to be delivered via 
a combination of building, buying and leasing schemes.  Wexford’s target is for the delivery of 
677 units to the end of 2017, with a funding allocation of €25.36 million.

Now, with the increased national targets under Rebuilding Ireland, increased targets beyond 
2017 will be set for all local authorities.  These will be based on the results of the most recent 
statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments, published in late 2016, so that delivery and 
resources can be aligned with the up-to-date, priority housing needs locally.  I anticipate these 
new targets for individual local authorities will be finalised in Q2 2017.

My Department is in regular contact with Wexford County Council with a view to facilitat-
ing the early advancement and delivery of its proposals, and funding for 2017 will be provided 
by my Department in line with their progress.  Accordingly, rather than a pre-set allocation of 
funding for this year, the level of funding to be provided to Wexford County Council will be 
directly linked to the scale of delivery they achieve on their approved proposals. 

Indeed, it should be noted that my Department has been working closely with all local au-
thorities including Wexford County Council to facilitate and accelerate the delivery of social 
housing.  Wexford County Council already has a strong pipeline of construction projects in 
development and is being encouraged by my Department to prepare and submit additional con-
struction proposals to further strengthen that pipeline.  Details of the County Wexford construc-
tion pipeline are available at the following weblink: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-
housing-developments/.

28/02/2017WRZ02800Water and Sewerage Schemes Grants

28/02/2017WRZ02900394. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government if his Department provides grants for the construction of new septic 
tanks (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10235/17]

28/02/2017WRZ03000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney):  The Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Financial Assistance) Regulations 
2013, a copy of which is available in the Oireachtas Library, brought into operation a grants 
scheme to assist with the cost of remediation of septic tanks and domestic waste water treatment 
systems which are deemed, following inspection under the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
National Inspection Plan, to require repair or upgrading.  The grant scheme ensures that the 
limited financial resources available are targeted towards householders, particularly those on 
lower incomes, who incur expenditure directly as a result of the implementation of the Water 
Services (Amendment) Act 2012.  The Regulations provide that, subject to the applicant meet-
ing all qualification criteria, a local authority may pay a grant to a person who is required, fol-
lowing an inspection, to have repairs or upgrades to, or replacement of, a septic tank or other 
domestic waste water treatment system.  Full details of the scheme, including eligibility criteria, 
are clearly set out in the explanatory leaflet and application form published on my Department’s 
website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/en/Publications/Environment/Water/
FileDownLoad,33607,en.pdf.
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Householders who do not meet the eligibility criteria included in the above regulations but 
wish to remediate or upgrade their on-site treatment systems may qualify for relief under the 
Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) Scheme introduced under Section 5 of the Finance (No. 2) 
Act 2013.  The HRI scheme covers main residence repairs, renovations and improvements, in-
cluding the repair or replacement of septic tanks.  The scheme is administered by the Revenue 
Commissioners and full details are published on the Revenue Commissioner’s website (www.
revenue.ie ).

28/02/2017WRZ03100Legal Proceedings

28/02/2017WRZ03200395. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of a case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10272/17]

28/02/2017WRZ03300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): My Department is not a party to the case referred 
to.  However, I understand that a request for a preliminary ruling pursuant to Article 267 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union was sought from the Court of Justice of the 
European Union on a number of points of European law, which had been raised in the case con-
cerned, by Ireland’s Supreme Court by order of 19 December 2014.  The judgment of the Court 
of Justice was made on 27 October 2016 and is available at http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.js
f?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=613/14&td=ALL#.  The case remains before the Supreme 
Court and, as a consequence, is sub judice.  In the circumstances, it would be inappropriate for 
me to comment further in this matter at this point in time.

28/02/2017WRAA00200Legislative Measures

28/02/2017WRAA00300396. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will consider introducing an amendment to the Residential Tenancies Act 
to allow for the initial date of occupation of an approved housing body tenancy to be considered 
the start date for the new Part 4 tenancy when that tenancy is brought under the terms of the 
Residential Tenancies Act as amended in 2014; and if not, the reasons therefor. [10274/17]

28/02/2017WRAA00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 amended section 3 of the Resi-
dential Tenancies Act 2004 so that dwellings let by approved housing bodies (AHBs) to social 
housing tenants now come within the remit of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004.  This means 
that the same rights and obligations that are afforded to landlords and tenants in the private 
rented sector are now afforded to those in the Approved Housing Body Sector.

The position of AHB tenants is significantly improved by the change, which commenced on 
7 April 2016, as they now benefit from the following:

- Increased security of tenure;

- Access to Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) dispute resolution procedures, including 
free mediation;

- Binding obligations on AHBs as landlords to, inter alia, register all tenancies, keep dwell-
ings in good repair and allow peaceful occupation.

Security of tenure under the 2004 Act is provided for in Part 4 of the Act and is based on 
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rolling four-year tenancy cycles.  Where a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a 
continuous period of 6 months, and no notice of termination has been served in respect of that 
tenancy before the expiry of the period of 6 months, the tenancy continues in being for a period 
of 4 years from either the commencement of the tenancy or the relevant date, whichever is the 
later.

For existing AHB tenancies that came under the Act in 2016, the relevant date was 7 April 
2016.  This mirrors how the Act was applied to existing private rental tenancies in 2004.  There-
fore, all existing AHB tenancies acquired the right to Part 4 tenancies in October 2016 unless a 
valid notice of termination was served in respect of that tenancy before the expiry of the period 
of 6 months from 7 April 2016.  Where a tenant enjoys for the time being, by reason of the ten-
ancy concerned, rights that are more beneficial for the tenant than those created by Part 4 of the 
Act, the application of the Act to AHB tenancies does not operate to derogate from those rights.

It is not possible to introduce legislation that operates in a way that is retrospective and 
therefore I have no plans to amend the Residential Tenancies Acts to allow for the date of oc-
cupation of an AHB tenancy to be considered the start date for a new Part 4 tenancy.

28/02/2017WRAA00500Social and Affordable Housing Provision

28/02/2017WRAA00600397. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the details of the proposed affordable rental scheme that has been mentioned 
in the context of the development of several Dublin City Council developments, including 
Oscar Traynor Road and O’Devaney Gardens, in view of the fact Dublin City Council has in-
dicated it has no details of an affordable rental scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10275/17]

28/02/2017WRAA00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The development of the Strategy for the Rental Sector published in December 2016 
allowed for further consideration of the development of an affordable rental scheme, in consul-
tation with local authorities and stakeholders.

As set out in the Strategy, the commitment to introduce affordable rental is to be progressed 
through kick-starting supply in rent pressure zones.  Lands held by local authorities in rent 
pressure zones are to be brought to market on a competitive tendering basis, with a view to le-
veraging the value of the land to deliver the optimum number of units for rent, targeting middle 
income households, in mixed tenure developments.

The cost of providing rental units is to be permanently reduced by lowering the initial in-
vestment and development costs for providers-AHB or private-allowing the rental units to be 
made available at below market prices without the need for ongoing rental subsidies.

The local authorities concerned will identify a number of sites with the potential for up to 
1,000 units of accommodation and will move forward, as soon as possible, to issue calls for 
proposals from parties interested in developing projects.  As speed of delivery will be critically 
important, appropriate licence arrangements, incorporating clear timescales for delivery, will 
be a key feature of the process.

This programme is being co-ordinated with the dedicated measures in Rebuilding Ireland 
to accelerate housing output from the Major Urban Housing Delivery Sites, including support 
from the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) where necessary.
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28/02/2017WRAA00800Legislative Measures

28/02/2017WRAA00900398. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will confirm that included in the amendments to the Residential Tenancies 
Act 2004 made in 2016 was the removal of subsequent six month probationary tenancies at the 
end of an existing Part 4 tenancy. [10294/17]

28/02/2017WRAA01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Section 41 of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies 
Act 2016 provides for the repeal of section 42 of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 and there-
fore abolishes the right of a landlord, during the first 6 months of a further Part 4 tenancy, to ter-
minate that tenancy for no stated ground.  This provision came into effect on 17 January 2017.

28/02/2017WRAA01100Housing Inspections

28/02/2017WRAA01200399. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the reason no government to date has any regulation in place to enable 
HIQA to investigate any potential problems that could arise in sheltered homes for the elderly 
persons here (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10367/17]

28/02/2017WRAA01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney):  Sheltered housing to meet the needs of persons with specific categories of housing 
need, including the elderly, is provided by approved housing bodies and local authorities with 
funding support under my Department.  In the case of the approved housing bodies, funding is 
provided under my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme and the housing is managed by 
the approved housing bodies.  The health care needs of residents in such sheltered housing is a 
matter for the HSE, while legislation relating to HIQA is a matter for my colleague the Minister 
for Health.   

28/02/2017WRAA01400Social and Affordable Housing Provision

28/02/2017WRAA01500400. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if a certain property (details supplied) in County Cork is being acquired 
for the purpose of providing housing or any other form of accommodation; if he will provide 
relevant details; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10399/17]

28/02/2017WRAA01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Cork County Council are in the process of engaging external advice to undertake an 
initial feasibility study in conjunction with my Department to ascertain the suitability or other-
wise of this property for acquisition for social housing purposes.  The matter will be considered 
further in light of the outcome of the feasibility study. 

28/02/2017WRAA01700Vacant Sites Levy

28/02/2017WRAA01800401. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the application of a vacant sites levy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10400/17]

28/02/2017WRAA01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
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Coveney): The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a new measure, the va-
cant site levy, with a view to incentivising the development of vacant or under-utilised sites in 
urban areas.

Under the Act, planning authorities are required to establish a register of vacant sites in their 
areas, beginning on 1 January 2017, and to issue annual notices to owners of vacant sites by 1 
June 2018 in respect of vacant sites on the register on 1 January 2018.  The levy will be applied 
by planning authorities, commencing on 1 January 2019, in respect of sites which were vacant 
and on the vacant site register during the preceding year (i.e. 2018) and will subsequently be 
applied on an annual basis thereafter, as long as a site remains on the vacant site register in the 
preceding year.

Planning authorities are empowered to apply an annual vacant site levy of 3% of the mar-
ket value of vacant sites exceeding 0.05 hectares (or 500 square metres) in area which, in the 
planning authority’s opinion, were vacant or idle in the preceding year, in areas identified by 
the planning authority in its development plan or local area plan for residential or regeneration 
development.  The 3% rate of vacant site levy is consistent with the rate applied to derelict sites 
under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 and is considered reasonable, without being over-punitive, 
for the purposes of incentivising the activation of such sites for residential or regeneration pur-
poses.

In addition, the legislation provides that reduced or zero rates of levy may apply in specific 
circumstances in order to help alleviate the financial burden faced by owners of vacant sites 
which are subject to a site loan and where the loan is greater than the market value of the site 
(i.e. a negative equity situation), and also where the site loan is greater than 50% of the market 
value of the site.  This is to ensure that the levy provisions are fair, reasonable and proportionate 
taking account of the difficult circumstances faced by owners who are in this position.

My Department issued general guidance in July 2016 on the implementation of the vacant 
site levy to planning authorities by way of Circular Letter PL 7/2016, entitled Implementation 
of the Vacant Site Levy, as provided for in the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 , 
which is available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.
ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/pl_07-2016_guidance_on_implementation_of_the_va-
cant_site_levy.pdf. 

Planning authorities are presently engaging in the necessary preparatory work prior to the 
application of the levy with effect from January 2019, including the revision of development 
plans to specify the areas in which the levy is to be applied as well as the identification of spe-
cific vacant sites for entry on the register.  My Department will monitor the implementation of 
the levy to ensure that it is being fully used in line with its intended purpose.

28/02/2017WRAA02000Departmental Legal Cases

28/02/2017WRAA02100402. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the status of the judicial review concerning peat extraction from bogs here and the 
loophole in the legislation that is allowing companies to do so.  [10443/17]

28/02/2017WRAA02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Neither the State, nor I as Minister, is a party to any current Court case involving 
a judicial review relating to peat extraction and planning legislation.  I am not, therefore, in a 
position to indicate the present status of any specific such case. 
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28/02/2017WRAA02300Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRAA02400403. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the tribunals established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 
1921 to 2011, in tabular form; the number of days each tribunal sat for; the gross cost of each 
tribunal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10770/17]

28/02/2017WRAA02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Tribunal of Inquiry into Certain Planning Matters and Payments (otherwise 
known as the Mahon Tribunal), concluded its public hearings on 29 October 2008 and its delib-
erations in 2012.  The Final Report was published on 22 March 2012, with Volume V (Chapter 
19 - The Carrickmines Module) of the Final Report published on 31 July 2013.  Copies of both 
documents are available to download at the following link - https://planningtribunal.ie/.

The Mahon Tribunal commenced preparations for its wind down in 2014 and   the costs 
incurred since 2012 relate mainly to: 

-  operational costs – salaries of non-legal Tribunal staff,

-  Court costs – costs of litigation in which the Tribunal has been engaged, and

-  third party costs – costs incurred by persons in their dealings with the Tribunal.

The most recent estimate of the cost of the Tribunal is €159m, some € €119.8m of which has 
been paid to end of January 2017.  

Name of Tribunal Number of days sat Gross cost of Tribunal 
Tribunal of Inquiry into Cer-
tain Planning Matters and 
Payments 

916 days Estimated at €159m   

28/02/2017WRAA02600Carer’s Allowance Applications

28/02/2017WRAA02700404. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application will 
be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9548/17]

28/02/2017WRAA02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for Carer’s Allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 28 October 
2016.  It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have a disability 
whose effect is that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continuous supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least 
twelve months.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 18 January 2017 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

The person concerned appealed this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO). 
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All the necessary papers were submitted to the SWAO for determination on 23 February 
2017.  Once all the necessary investigations have been completed she will be notified by the 
SWAO directly of the outcome of the appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRAA02900Community Employment Schemes Operation

28/02/2017WRAA03000405. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if provision will 
be made whereby an extension to participants in respect of community employment schemes 
can be approved, with particular reference to difficulties experienced by local community 
groups that have experienced difficulties in filling such posts; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9552/17]

28/02/2017WRAA03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department provides a range of activation supports catering for long-term unemployed 
jobseekers and those most distant from the labour market.  These supports include employment 
schemes such as Community Employment (CE).  These schemes provide part-time temporary 
work in local communities, as a stepping stone back to employment.  The objective of these 
schemes is to break the cycle of unemployment and maintain work readiness, thereby improv-
ing a person’s opportunities in returning to the labour market.  Communities benefit from the 
skills and talents of participants and, in addition, participants are provided with the opportunity 
to improve existing skills, or develop new skills, while performing valuable work in their local 
communities. 

All participants and community groups are aware of the time limits for participation on these 
schemes.  The participation limits aim to ensure the benefit of participation on a work scheme 
is available to the widest possible number of jobseekers.  In addition, it is generally recognised 
that there is a greater likelihood of a ‘lock–in’ effect where a scheme is of a longer duration. 

Officials in my Department’s Intreo offices co-ordinate the recruitment process for work 
schemes at a local level and they will be happy to assist in relation to any local recruitment 
issues to ensure the maximum utilisation of places.  If any scheme is experiencing particular 
difficulties filling vacancies, they should contact their local Intreo office as soon as possible.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRAA03200Money Advice and Budgeting Service

28/02/2017WRAA03300406. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of ap-
plicants to date to the Abhaile scheme; the number of persons who have been accepted into the 
scheme; the number of persons who availed of the services of an accountant, a mortgage ad-
viser, a personal insolvency practitioner, a solicitor or a court mentor on the basis of a voucher 
issued by the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9570/17]

28/02/2017WRAA03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Money Advice and Budget-
ing Service (MABS), under the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, assists people who are 
over-indebted and need help and advice in coping with debt problems, in particular those on 
low incomes or living on social welfare payments.  As part of its free services, MABS provides 
help and advice to those in mortgage arrears.  

The role of MABS was expanded in 2015 with the establishment of a Dedicated Mortgage 
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Arrears MABS service (DMA MABS) across the MABS network, to help people specifically 
with home mortgage arrears.  There are now 32 specialist DMA advisors working across 27 
locations countrywide, assisting borrowers to assess the options available to them and, where 
required, negotiating with lenders on their behalf.  To date, the DMA services has helped over 
3,000 such borrowers.  People seeking to access help under the DMA MABS service do not 
require a voucher to do so.  

Additionally, MABS has established a national network of court mentors.  The mentors 
attend each listed repossession Court hearing nationwide and provide support to distressed bor-
rowers who are facing the loss of their home and signposting them to the appropriate services.  
To date, over 1,600 borrowers have been referred to MABS services through the court mentor 
service.  Borrowers do not require a voucher to access this service.  

In 2016, an additional initiative was announced by Government.  The scheme, known as 
Abhaile, further extends the free services already available to borrowers through the DMA 
MABS service and the court mentor service.  The new voucher based scheme, for which MABS 
is the gateway, provides access for people, who are insolvent and in home mortgage arrears, to 
defined levels of independent expert financial and/or legal advice and assistance, free of charge.  
Qualification for help under the scheme is based on the being (a) in mortgage arrears on their 
home; (b) insolvent; (c) at risk of losing their home because of their mortgage arrears; and (d) 
reasonably accommodated.

The new services are provided by professionals drawn from one or more panels of solicitors, 
personal insolvency practitioners or accountants.  Professional panels consisting of qualified 
and regulated solicitors and personal insolvency practitioners are already in place, and an ex-
pert panel of accountants is expected to be in place by end Quarter 1, 2017 to provide specialist 
financial advice, where required. 

The scheme has been in operation since 22 July 2016 and was formally launched on 3 Oc-
tober 2016.  To date, 4,810 vouchers for services have been issued, in respect of 3,017 principle 
private residences.  Of the vouchers issued to date, 3,764 relate to the provision of personal 
insolvency practitioner services, 925 for legal advice services on issues related to mortgage ar-
rears, and 121 for legal aid services relating to Section 115A Appeals, as defined under the Per-
sonal Insolvency (Amendment) Act 2015.  No vouchers have issued for accountancy services, 
as the panel is not yet in place. 

While we have already seen significant take up of the services available, it is intended that 
the communication campaign which I jointly launched yesterday with the Tánaiste and Minis-
ter for Justice and Equality, Frances Fitzgerald T.D., will encourage many more borrowers to 
come forward and avail of the free help they need to resolve their home mortgage arrears.  The 
campaign includes outdoor posters, radio advertisements and a social media campaign, in or-
der to reach as many distressed borrowers as possible, with the aim of keeping individuals and 
families in their own homes. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRAA03500Insolvency Payments Scheme Eligibility

28/02/2017WRAA03600407. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if progress has been 
made on the review of eligibility for the insolvency payments scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9592/17]

28/02/2017WRAA03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the provisions of the Pro-
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tection of Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act 1984, an employer company shall be re-
garded as being insolvent if the company is placed into receivership or a winding-up order has 
been made or a resolution for the voluntary liquidation of the company has been passed.  The 
Act does not cover informal insolvency where employers cease trading without engaging in any 
formal wind-up process.  

The Department is continuing to review the situation of informal insolvency.  There are 
many difficult and complex company and employment law matters to be considered.  The De-
partment is considering legal advice on the matter and the possible impacts that any potential 
policy developments could have on existing legislation.  In addressing this we must find a sen-
sible and proportionate approach which does not have negative knock-on consequences.

The Department is consulting with a range of concerned bodies, including the Office of the 
Director of Corporate Enforcement, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the 
Revenue Commissioners, in respect of this issue. 

In addition, the Department continues to engage with the two reviews of employment and 
company law which were initiated by the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on foot 
of the Clery’s closure.  

There are also a number of legal cases under consideration by the Courts at the moment, the 
outcome of which will have a bearing on this matter. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRAA03800State Pension (Contributory)

28/02/2017WRAA03900408. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost to the Ex-
chequer in a full year of reversing the 2012 changes to the banding system of the State pension 
(contributory).  [9615/17]

28/02/2017WRAA04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The overall concern in recent 
years has been to protect the value of weekly social welfare rates.  Expenditure on pensions, 
at approximately €7 billion each year, is the largest block of expenditure in my Department in 
the Estimate for 2017, representing approximately 35% of overall expenditure.  Due to demo-
graphic changes, my Department’s spending on older people is increasing by approximately 
€200m year on year.  Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other payments is critical in 
protecting people from poverty.

There are three main pensions paid by my Department to people aged 66 and over, namely 
the State pension contributory (which is based on PRSI contributions), the State pension non-
contributory (which is based on means), and the Widows/Widowers/Surviving Civil Partners 
Contributory pension (which is based on PRSI contributions, and is also payable at a lower rate 
before 66).

The State pension contributory (previously called the Old Age Contributory Pension) was 
introduced in 1961, and is funded by PRSI contributions, on a pay-as-you go basis.  Since its 
introduction, the rate of payment has been based on the ‘yearly average’ test.

These rates are banded, and those bands have been amended from time to time, most re-
cently in 2012.  There have been no changes in the structure of the bands since then, aside from 
increases in the rates, which are passed on pro-rata to the reduced rates.

As provided for in Budget 2012, from September 2012, new rate bands for State pension 
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(contributory) were introduced.  This resulted in one of the bands (in respect of those with a 
yearly average of 20-47 contributions) being replaced with three bands (in respect of yearly 
averages of 40-47, 30-39, and 20-29 respectively).  These additional bands more accurately 
reflect the social insurance history of a person and ensure that those who contribute more dur-
ing a working life are likely to benefit more in retirement than those with lesser contributions.

It is estimated that the cost of reverting to the rate-bands which existed between 2000 and 
2012 would be over €50 million in 2017, if introduced from January 2017, and that this annual 
cost would rise at a rate of some €10 million each year.

Prior to these changes, in the period from 2000-2012, someone with a yearly average of 47 
contributions qualified for the same rate of payment (98% of the maximum rate) as someone 
with a yearly average of 20 contributions, despite generally their much more significant PRSI 
record, and this was regardless of their means.  A person with an average of 48-52 PRSI con-
tributions per year over their working life received a weekly State pension of only €4.50 more 
than someone with a yearly average of 20 PRSI contributions.  Aside from the lack of equity 
involved, this was a significant disincentive to longer working, as in most cases, contributions 
paid by people in their sixties had no impact upon the rate of their State pension upon retire-
ment.

Given the requirement to make savings in recent years, it was considered more equitable 
to address this disparity, than to reduce the rate of payment for all pensioners by an across the 
board cut in payment rates.  Such a cut would have reduced the incomes of the most vulnerable 
pensioners, who do not receive such reduced rate contributory pensions, but rather receive a 
maximum rate non-contributory pension, or a maximum rate contributory pension if they have 
the required contributions.

For those with insufficient contributions to meet the requirements for a full rate State pen-
sion (contributory), they may qualify for a means tested State pension (non-contributory) which 
has a maximum personal rate of €222, or just over 95% of the maximum rate of the State pen-
sion (contributory).  Alternatively, if a person’s spouse or civil partner is in receipt of a State 
pension (contributory) they may instead qualify for an Increase for a Qualified Adult of up to 
€209, which is just less than 90% of the maximum personal rate of the State pension (contribu-
tory).  The latter payment is made directly to them, and is based upon their own means, and not 
their household means.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRAA04100Pension Provisions

28/02/2017WRAA04200409. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if pension scheme 
members, including current employee members, deferred members and pensioners in payment, 
are entitled to receive an annual report on the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9639/17]

28/02/2017WRAA04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): S.I. No. 301/2006 - Occupational 
Pension Schemes (Disclosure Of Information) Regulations, 2006, as amended, set out regula-
tions for the disclosure of information by occupational pension schemes.

Scheme trustees must make available a copy of the latest annual report of a scheme, free 
of charge, not later than 9 months after the end of the scheme year or such later date as may be 
approved by the Pension Authority.  For current employee members, the trustees must provide 
the annual report at the latest 4 weeks after the 9 month period referred to has expired.  Gener-
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ally such members are informed by an announcement in staff circulars or on staff notice boards. 

All members, prospective members, their spouses and other scheme beneficiaries such as 
deferred members must be provided with the annual report free of charge on request not later 
than 4 weeks after the request is made.  Furthermore the report must be given automatically to 
any authorised trade union which represents the members of the pension scheme.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRBB00150Disability Allowance Applications

28/02/2017WRBB00200410. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a dis-
ability allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied); when a decision will be 
made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9652/17]

28/02/2017WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
I confirm that an application from this lady for disability allowance (DA) was received by my 
Department on 5 September 2016.

The application has been referred to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for a report on the 
person’s means and circumstances.  Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, 
a decision will be made on the application and the person concerned will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRBB00350Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times

28/02/2017WRBB00400411. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will address 
a matter (details supplied) with regard to the processing time for social welfare applications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9667/17]

28/02/2017WRBB00500444. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the processing 
times for applications submitted to his Department regarding schemes (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [10343/17]

28/02/2017WRBB00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
411 and 444 together. 

The information requested (where available) by the Deputy is detailed in the following 
table:

Social Welfare claims by average waiting times 31 January 2017

Scheme Average Waiting Time(weeks)
Jobseeker’s Benefit 1
Jobseeker’s Allowance 2
One-Parent Family Payment 7
State Pension Contributory (Dom) 7
Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil 
Partner’s Contributory Pension 

1
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Widowed Parent Grant 1
State Pension Non-Contributory 12
Household Benefits 3
Free Travel 1
Domiciliary Care Allowance 16
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 1
Child Benefit (Domestic & FRA) 3
Child Benefit (EU Regulation) 29
Family Income Supplement (New) 3
Carer’s Allowance 11
Disability Allowance 12
Invalidity Pension 10

28/02/2017WRBB00650Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRBB00700412. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the legal fees 
incurred on freedom of information, FOI, requests received by his Department; the staff hours 
involved in the processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9684/17]

28/02/2017WRBB00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): No legal fees were incurred by 
the Department of Social Protection on FOI requests over the past three years.

The following FOI requests were received over the last 3 years:

FOI Requests Received

YEAR PERSONAL NON-PERSON-
AL

MIXED TOTAL

2014 2070 119 4 2193
2015 1932 223 1 2156
2016 1848 231 10 2089
The total staff hours involved in the processing of FOI requests was not monitored sepa-

rately over the past 3 years.  However in 2016 my Department estimated an overall cost of 
processing FOI requests, based on the hourly rate of the total staff involved. This estimate was 
calculated on a 1% sample of requests received.  The estimated cost, based on the 1% sample,  
was €340 per FOI request.

28/02/2017WRBB00850Jobseeker’s Allowance Data

28/02/2017WRBB00900413. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
on jobseeker’s allowance aged 65 years of age in each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 
2017 by county, in tabular form. [9687/17]

28/02/2017WRBB01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the 
Deputy is detailed in the following table.
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Recipients  of Jobseeker’s Allowance aged 65 by county at 31 December in each of the 
years 2014 to 2016 and at 31 January 2017
County 31 December 

2014
31 December 
2015

31 December 
2016

31 January 2017

Carlow 44 32 41 43
Cavan 47 43 42 32
Clare 106 61 75 72
Cork 275 256 258 240
Donegal 133 131 127 122
Dublin 473 562 607 586
Galway 122 132 125 117
Kerry 122 106 110 101
Kildare 47 99 122 114
Kilkenny 25 40 45 44
Laois 33 38 55 51
Leitrim 57 21 14 15
Limerick 40 92 100 102
Longford 15 22 39 37
Louth 91 105 95 88
Mayo 92 91 92 87
Meath 63 55 59 61
Monaghan 28 50 37 36
Offaly 38 63 49 46
Roscommon 24 31 23 21
Sligo 15 38 28 26
Tipperary 121 115 106 103
Waterford 88 93 119 110
Westmeath 55 66 61 55
Wexford 101 133 129 116
Wicklow 88 87 81 79
Grand Total 2,343 2,562 2,639 2,504

28/02/2017WRBB01050Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

28/02/2017WRBB01100414. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in determination of eligibility for a basic social welfare payment in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9730/17]

28/02/2017WRBB01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my Department 
received applications for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 15 December 2016 
for two care recipients.

Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by a deciding 
officer on 14 February 2017.  Once the information is received the application will be processed 
and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

In the meantime, if the means of the person concerned are insufficient to meet her needs she 
should apply for a means-tested supplementary welfare allowance from her local community 
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welfare service. Please contact Philip in my office should you need any further assistance with 
this query. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRBB01250JobPath Implementation

28/02/2017WRBB01300415. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on a 
matter (details supplied) with regard to persons that are requested to meet a case officer when 
receiving jobseeker’s payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9740/17]

28/02/2017WRBB01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): JobPath is an employment acti-
vation service that supports people who are long-term unemployed and those most distant from 
the labour market to secure and sustain full-time paid employment.

Participants on JobPath receive intensive individual support to help them to tackle barriers 
to employment and to assist them in finding jobs.  Each person is assigned to a personal adviser 
who assesses a person’s skills, experience, challenges and work goals.  The personal adviser 
works with the jobseeker to agree a personal progression plan that includes a schedule of activi-
ties, actions and job-focused targets.  Participants are also provided with a range of training and 
development supports including online modules, career advice, CV preparation and interview 
skills.  Participants receive the JobPath job search assistance and support service for a period 
of 12 months (which can be extended by up to six months to allow for completion of training 
programmes) or until such time as they find employment whichever is soonest. If the jobseeker 
secures employment during this period they will continue to receive support from the JobPath 
providers for at least three months and up to twelve months while in employment. 

The JobPath providers are obliged to provide a baseline level of support to each participant 
but are free to adapt that support in individual cases, provided that it is not unduly onerous. 
Where a person has transport difficulties, the JobPath Company can assist the person with travel 
arrangements.  My officials have spoken with Turas Nua regarding the specific issue raised in 
by the Deputy and Turas Nua will contact the customer directly to discuss options to tailor the 
service around his particular travel requirements.

28/02/2017WRBB01450Back to Education Allowance

28/02/2017WRBB01500416. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are 
social welfare supports available to persons undertaking a masters degree or if there is a saving 
clause in the rules of the back to education allowance scheme, BTEA, allowing it to be accessed 
in certain circumstances by post graduate students; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9743/17]

28/02/2017WRBB01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Back to Education Allow-
ance Scheme (BTEA) is designed to support second chance education.  It enables eligible per-
sons to pursue approved education courses and to continue to receive income support for the 
duration of a course of study, subject to meeting certain conditions. 

The BTEA is not intended to be an alternative form of funding for people entering or re-
entering the third level education system. The Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) Grant, 
payable by the Department of Education and Skills, represents the primary support for persons 
pursuing education. The eligibility rules that govern the payment of a student maintenance 
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grant are a matter for that Department. 

Access to BTEA at postgraduate level is subject to the following conditions. BTEA is pay-
able to persons who wish to pursue a postgraduate course of study that leads to a higher diploma 
(H-Dip) qualification in any discipline or to persons in pursuit of a professional masters of 
education (primary and secondary school teaching).  The only exception to the eligibility rule 
for masters is made whereby a person is admitted to a master’s programme based solely on life 
experience and provided the applicant is not the holder of any third level qualification.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRBB01650Social Welfare Schemes

28/02/2017WRBB01700417. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans for the suc-
cessful Tús programme following media reports that there are plans to cease it and in view of 
the fact this programme has contributed greatly to communities here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9750/17]

28/02/2017WRBB01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware, the 
purpose of Tús is to provide short-term work opportunities for those who are unemployed for 
more than a year.  It is designed to break the cycle of unemployment and maintain work readi-
ness, thereby improving a person’s opportunities of returning to the labour market. In addition, 
I want to acknowledge the valuable services Tús provides to local communities. 

With the ongoing welcome reductions in the Live Register, issues such as the appropriate 
level of expenditure, the number of places and the criteria for participation on employment 
schemes, including Tús, are all being considered.  In any consideration of these schemes, the 
benefits they provide to participants and their communities will be taken into account.  I will be 
bringing a Memorandum to Government on the operation of these programmes in the coming 
weeks.  If there are changes to be made, consultations with stakeholders will be facilitated. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

28/02/2017WRBB01850Employment Support Services

28/02/2017WRBB01900418. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) may switch from one employment scheme to another which is nearer to their home. 
[9792/17]

28/02/2017WRBB02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The customer the Deputy refers 
to is currently engaged with the JobPath service and has been since August 2016, as part of 
this he has agreed a Personal Progression Plan with his personal advisor.  The JobPath service 
provides intensive individual support and advice to help customers find full time sustainable 
employment.  If the customer is successful in finding a suitable job, the company will continue 
to provide support for at least 13 weeks and up to a year while they remain in employment. 

Jobseekers can only participate with one activation scheme or service at a time; this is to 
ensure that the best use is made of the available places and to allow the scheme and service 
providers’ time to work with the participants.  The JobPath service will engage extensively with 
the customer for up to 52 weeks.  If the customer has not been successful in finding suitable and 
sustainable employment after this period, placement on other schemes and programmes remain 
an option which can be discussed with an Intreo case officer. 
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I note the customer is question has previously participated on a CE scheme.  TÚS and CE 
schemes are intended to help long-term unemployed people re-enter the active workforce by 
breaking their experience of unemployment through placement on a work experience or train-
ing programme for a limited duration; they are not full-time sustainable jobs which are the 
primary target for the JobPath service.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRBB02050Brexit Issues

28/02/2017WRBB02100419. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the areas under his re-
mit which may be affected by Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9801/17]

28/02/2017WRBB02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In the context of the social pro-
tection remit, the key area of concern is the impact of Brexit on the current reciprocal ar-
rangements for social insurance (which includes pensions) and social assistance (means tested 
schemes linked to residency rights) and child benefit between Ireland and the UK, including 
Northern Ireland.

As with all EU Member States, Ireland and the UK are part of a system of social security 
coordination that sets down common rules to protect the social security rights of people mov-
ing within Europe.  These rules are provided for in very detailed Regulations [883/2004 and 
987/2009].  They do not replace national systems with a single European one but, rather, pro-
vide a bridge between national systems to ensure social security protection for people when 
moving within Europe – that is, the current EU28, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzer-
land.  This co-ordination prevents, for example, a person being left without protection or having 
double-coverage in a cross-border situation.

The following table details the national legislation to which the EU rules on social security 
coordination apply and the Irish benefits classified under each heading:

Schemes Classification of Irish social welfare 
schemes-benefits 

Family Benefits Child Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance, Family Income Supplement, Back to 
Work Family Dividend, One-Parent Family 
Payment and Guardian’s Payment [non-
contributory]

Unemployment Benefits Jobseeker’s Benefit
Old Age and Survivors Benefits State Pension [Contributory], Widow/er’s 

and Surviving Civil Partner’s [Contribu-
tory] Pension, Guardian’s Payment [Con-
tributory]

Invalidity Benefits Invalidity Pension, Partial Capacity Benefit
Sickness and Maternity Benefits Illness Benefit, Maternity Benefit, Health 

and Safety Benefit, Adoptive Benefit, 
Carer’s Benefit, Treatment Benefit

Benefits in respect of accidents at work and 
occupational diseases

Incapacity Supplement, Constant Care Al-
lowance
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Applicable Social Security Legislation – 
posted workers

For example, liability for social security 
contributions where a person-  Has been  
posted from Ireland to the UK or vice 
versa;-  Is concurrently employed or self-
employed in Ireland and the UK

The Department is continuing an assessment of the implications of Brexit on these areas 
on a scheme-by-scheme and client basis.  This is part of ongoing Brexit analysis and scenario 
planning for input into larger Government deliberative processes.  Clearly, however, undertak-
ing a comprehensive analysis of the social protection implications of Brexit will, inevitably, be 
informed by the UK’s intentions in this area.  Free movement of EU workers and citizens was 
one of the central issues involved in the debates leading up to the UK vote to leave the EU.  
Therefore, the potential social protection implications of that vote are intrinsically linked to the 
issues involved in the free movement of EU workers and citizens.  Until such time as the UK 
has itself decided what relationship it wishes to have with the EU following its withdrawal, the 
precise implications of Brexit for the Department of Social Protection will remain unclear.

I can assure the Deputy that my focus, and that of my Department, is on ensuring that these 
social welfare rights and entitlements, which currently exist for Irish and UK citizens moving 
within the Common Travel Area on the island of Ireland and between Ireland and Britain, can 
be safe-guarded.

28/02/2017WRBB02250Programme for Government Implementation

28/02/2017WRBB02300420. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the imple-
mentation of policies specified in the programme for partnership Government under his remit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9802/17]

28/02/2017WRBB02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Programme for a Partnership 
Government includes a wide range of commitments which fall directly within the remit of my 
Department.

The updated status of these commitments is set out in the following table:

Commitment Status
“ [to]  increase Rent Supplement … by up 
to 15% taking account of geographic varia-
tions in market rents….”

Action complete with introduction of in-
creased rent limits on 1 July 2016. Limits 
were increased across the country, (by up 
to 30% in Dublin), in line with geographic 
variations of the rental market.
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Commitment Status
“To protect low-income families in private 
rented accommodation and avoid further 
market rental inflation.. [to]  expand ac-
cess to the Tenancy Sustainment Protocol 
throughout the country.”

The Tenancy Sustainment Service and the 
Protocol arrangement in place between 
Threshold and this Department continues to 
operate in the areas where housing pressures 
are most acute in Dublin, Cork, Kildare, 
Meath, Wicklow and Galway city. In addi-
tion, the Department continues to provide 
flexibility in the administration of the rent 
supplement scheme so that tenants of the 
scheme are supported to retain their tenan-
cies. Since the introduction of these flexible 
measures, a total of over 11,000 rent supple-
ment households have been supported with 
increased rental payments.

“to introduce a PRSI scheme for the self-
employed”

The Social Welfare Act 2016  provides 
for the extension of entitlement to the 
Treatment Benefit and Invalidity Pension 
schemes to self-employed people.

“to introduce a new ‘Working Family Pay-
ment’, targeted at low-income families.”

The Department’s approach to developing 
the Working Family Payment is guided by 
two principles.  First, that it should ensure 
that work pays and that no family is better 
off on welfare than at work, and second, 
though equally important, that it will have 
a positive effect on child poverty.An open 
call for submissions on the Working Family 
Payment issued on the Department’s web-
site in January 2017.  The Interdepartmental 
Working Group, set up to assist the work in 
developing proposals, has met three times 
to date.  The work of the Group will also 
be informed by the consultation process. 
Considerable work and analysis still needs 
to be completed along with the consultation.  
It is intended that developed proposals will 
be prepared for consideration in the context 
of discussions for Budget 2018.

“… [to]  publish a dedicated ‘Pathways to 
Work for Jobless Households’ to support 
jobless households into employment.”

It is expected that a proposal in relation to 
this commitment will be submitted to Gov-
ernment by end of Q1 2017. 

“…actively encourage payments at Post 
Offices.”

All DSP staff were advised of the PfG com-
mitment and reminded that customer wishes 
should be facilitated where appropriate 
when they wish to receive their payment at 
the Post Office.
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Commitment Status
“the rollout and extension of the Personal 
Microcredit Scheme, which is providing 
simple microloans to members and helping 
to combat the use of moneylenders.”

As of 24th February, 2017, one hundred 
and one  (101) credit unions, represent-
ing  two hundred and twenty (220) credit  
union locations, have signed up as Personal 
Micro Credit (PMC) scheme participants. 
There are over 4,400 people making PMC 
loan repayments via deductions through the 
Household Budgeting facility, while oth-
ers are making repayments via direct debit 
or standing order arrangements (numbers 
unknown). The list of participating credit 
unions is updated regularly on the website 
for the It Makes Sense loan scheme at www.
itmakessenseloan.ie/participating-credit-
unions and on the It Makes Sense Facebook 
page.

… invest in new services and caseworkers 
to support jobseekers through the network 
of local Intreo offices..… support a regional 
approach to Intreo offices … review work 
activation and social welfare schemes to en-
sure that schemes do not contain anomalies 
that may impact unfairly on people in rural 
areas, including farmers.”

The Department’s 62 Intreo offices are 
located throughout the country and are man-
aged on a regional basis. The Intreo net-
work is managed by 11 regional managers 
at Principal Officer level.  Work activation 
schemes are being examined to identify any 
anomalies that impact on people in rural 
areas in particular. Changes on the Rural 
Social Scheme and the Farm Assist scheme 
are set out below.

“… extend the Dental Treatment Benefit un-
der the Social Insurance Fund to reimburse 
the cost of some routine dental treatments.”

Budget 2017 provided for the extension of  
Dental and Optical Benefits under the Treat-
ment Benefit scheme. Work is underway 
with a view to having the changes opera-
tional from October 2017.

…” the Departments of Health and Social 
Protection [to] work together to pursue a 
“Fit for Work Programme” to support more 
people to get back to work if they have an 
illness or disability. 

A Working group was formed with the De-
partment of Health to determine lead, scope 
and plan for implementationMeetings were 
held with Fit for Work coalition members, 
Department of Health, Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation and the Health 
and Safety Authority.An interactive forum 
was held in Dublin Castle in December 
2016, at which it was announced that the 
programme would be called “Healthy You”. 
This event involved various stakeholders 
including Government Departments, non-
Governmental Organisations, patient organ-
isations, employers, employees, semi state 
organisations and insurance companies.  A 
report of this event is currently being pre-
pared as a basis to initiate the second stage 
of the consultation process later this year.
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Commitment Status
“ …to introduce flexibility and support in 
the social welfare system for people with 
severe and enduring mental health difficul-
ties to transition into employment by ensur-
ing a seamless return of their entitlements 
should a particular employment opportu-
nity prove unsuitable. …. [and]  …address 
concerns surrounding the loss of secondary 
benefits, so that people are always better off 
in work.”

The Department now provides its full 
INTREO service to people with disabilities 
who wish to avail of the service on a volun-
tary basis. In addition, four pilot best prac-
tice Individual Placement and Support (IPS) 
projects have been established in Mayo, 
West Cork, Cavan/Monaghan and Galway 
in conjunction with the HSE, Genio and 
Mental Health Reform promoting Integrat-
ing Employment and Mental Health Support 
(IEMHS). The projects aim to demonstrate 
how existing mental health and supported 
employment (EmployAbility) services can 
fulfil the IPS model of supported employ-
ment through improved integration.The 
Make Work Pay interdepartmental group 
established under the Comprehensive Em-
ployment Strategy for People with Disabili-
ties has also been considering a range of 
approaches to deliver on this commitment.  
The group’s report is due to be published in 
the near future.  

… consolidate all means testing under a 
single national body ensuring a single appli-
cation process for services or entitlements 
across all government agencies.”

No specific developments to date.

“… an increase in the Disability Benefit and 
Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and Allowance, 
and Blind Person’s Pension“  …. “increase 
the State Pension and the Living Alone Al-
lowance above the rate of inflation.”

Budget 2017 provided for increases of €5 
per week in the rate of weekly social wel-
fare payments.

“… support and expand supported employ-
ment opportunities and work with stake-
holders to make supported employment 
more attractive to both prospective employ-
ers and employees.” 

The Department delivers assistance with 
the identification and take-up of supported 
employment opportunities for people with 
disabilities through its EmployAbility 
service. An evaluation of this service was 
completed in 2016 and made a number of 
proposals to improve the operation of the 
service. An event to consult EmployAbility 
companies on the review and its recom-
mendations was held on 16th August 2016.   
The Department has established a working 
group to commence implementation of the 
operational recommendations contained in 
the report.
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Commitment Status
“… highlight incentives for employers to 
employ a person with a disability, roll out a 
national awareness campaign”

DSP Employer Engagement promotes 
workplace supports for people with dis-
abilities on an ongoing basis. The DSP 
Employer Pack contains information on 
supports available to people with disabilities 
and employers and the Department pro-
motes incentives and supports available to 
employers during its annual Intreo Careers 
Fair and Jobs Week. The Department is also 
currently updating its employer engagement 
strategy, including in respect of employment 
services to include people with disabilities.

“… fully protect the Free Travel pass for all 
pensioners.”

The Free Travel scheme is fully protected.

“…in recognition of the vital role of 
schemes such as the Rural Social Scheme, 
Community Employment Schemes, BTEA 
and Farm Assist in rural communities and in 
activating the unemployed, …to make suit-
able recommendations to strengthen provi-
sion in this area…”

Budget 2017 provided for 500 additional 
places on the Rural Social Scheme.  Provi-
sion was also made in the Social Welfare 
Act 2016 for enhancements to the means 
assessment for the Farm Assist Scheme

“ Review … the Farm Assist Scheme, 
recognising the challenges facing farmers 
on low income.”

Provision was made in Budget 2017 and 
consequently in the Social Welfare Act 2016 
for enhancements to the means assessment 
for the Farm Assist Scheme

“… review the Fish Assist scheme in rec-
ognition of the irregular earning patterns of 
fishermen, in an effort to respond to difficult 
financial circumstances.”

The enhancements to the means assessment 
for the Farm Assist Scheme, provided for in 
the Social Welfare Act 2016 also apply to 
certain categories of self-employed fisher-
men.

“…. develop a system that fosters indepen-
dence through retraining and employment 
…provide the resources to invest in services 
that protect the weakest and most vulner-
able in our society from poverty and exclu-
sion.”

Work ongoing, notably through the imple-
mentation of Pathways to Work 2016-2020 
and the promotion, monitoring and report-
ing on the implementation of the National 
Action Plan on Social Inclusion.
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Commitment Status
“…carry out an immediate review of the 
financial supports available to the unem-
ployed or those returning to the education 
system to ensure the greatest possible up-
take of continuing education by eliminating 
current barriers.”

Changes were made in Budget 2017 so that,  
from September 2017, where a jobseeker  
under the age of 26 participates in the Back 
to Education Allowance scheme, he or she 
will be entitled to receive the full maxi-
mum rate of jobseeker’s payment which 
will then be €193 per week, as against the 
€160 which they are currently on. This 21% 
increase represents an extra €33 a week, 
and demonstrates the State’s support for 
young jobseekers who seek to enhance their 
skills.A new €500 annual Cost of Education 
Allowance will also be made available to 
Back to Education Allowance participants 
with children from the next academic year 
in September 2017. This will help parents, 
including lone parents, to return to educa-
tion.

28/02/2017WRBB02450State Pensions Reform

28/02/2017WRBB02500421. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of 
reinstating the State transition pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9803/17]

28/02/2017WRBB02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2011 provided that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This began 
in January 2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transition) available from 65 for those 
who satisfied the qualifying conditions, thereby standardising State pension age for all at 66 
years, which is the current State pension age. This will increase to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028.

In most cases, it is hoped that workers will continue to work up to the new State pension 
age.  Where this is not possible, there are specific measures which apply to someone claiming 
Jobseeker’s Benefit from a date after their 65th birthday.  Where qualified, these recipients may 
continue to be eligible for that payment until reaching pension age.  

Reversing this measure would have a significant Exchequer cost.  In 2013, the cost of the 
State pension (transition) was €137 million.  Its abolition was not expected to save that amount 
of expenditure in full, as some people who were affected would alternatively claim working age 
payments such as Jobseeker’s Benefit (albeit at a lower rate than the rate of the State pension), 
or may claim an Increase for a Qualified Adult in respect of their spouse’s pension. However, 
it is anticipated that well over half of that cost has been saved each year as a result of this mea-
sure, and this would be expected to increase as (a) the number of 65 year olds increases, (b) the 
change results in a higher percentage of people working while aged 65, and (c) there have been 
two Budget increases in the rate of the State pension since then.  It is estimated that the net sav-
ing in 2017 is likely to be in the region of €80 million, and this is expected to increase over time.

Each year more people are living to pension age and living longer in retirement.  As a re-
sult of this demographic change, the number of State pension recipients is increasing year on 
year.  This has significant implications for the future costs of State pension provision which are 
currently increasing by close to €1 billion every 5 years.  The purpose of changes to the State 
pension age is to make the pension system more sustainable in the context of increasing life ex-
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pectancy.  This sustainability is vital, if the current workers, who fund State pension payments 
through their PRSI, are to receive a pension themselves when they reach retirement age.

The Deputy should note that there is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and 
the age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them and 
their employers.  While such a contract may have been entered into with a retirement date of 
65, in the context of the previous State pension arrangements, there is no legal impediment to 
the employer and employee agreeing to increase the duration of employment for one or more 
years, if both parties wish to do so.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRBB02650Homemakers Scheme

28/02/2017WRBB02700422. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of 
backdating the homemaker scheme prior to 1994; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9804/17]

28/02/2017WRBB02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since 1961, when contributory 
pensions were introduced, the average contributions test has been used in calculating the rate 
of pension entitlement.  Entitlement is banded, with the maximum rate payable to those with 
a yearly average of 48-52 contributions, and the minimum rate payable to those with a yearly 
average in the range of 10-14 contributions per year.  Even if someone has only 10 years (520 
weeks) of paid reckonable contributions between their 16th and 66th birthdays, they would 
generally qualify for a State pension (contributory), although the rate payable would vary de-
pending on their circumstances, and it will not always be their most advantageous payment to 
claim, particularly if they qualify for a full-rate State pension (non-contributory).

The homemaker’s scheme was introduced in 1994 to make qualification for State pension 
contributory (SPC) easier for those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  The 
scheme allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years of age, or incapacitated 
people, to be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being calculated for pen-
sion purposes.  The effect of this is to reduce the number of years by which the person’s contri-
butions are divided, thereby increasing their yearly average, making it easier for them to qualify 
for a maximum rate SPC.  It does not involve the award of credits.

My Department reviews these and other provisions on an ongoing basis and has estimated 
that the cost of extending the Homemakers scheme to allow people to avail of the full 20 years 
currently allowed under the scheme, encompassing periods prior to 1994, could cost €290m in 
2017.  This annual figure would increase in subsequent years.

It is worth noting that the most recent Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund in 
2012 confirmed that the Fund provides better value to female rather than male contributors.  
This is due to the redistributive nature of the Fund.

Where people who were unattached to the labour market during most of their adult lives 
cannot qualify for a contributory pension in their own right as they have paid few or no con-
tributions, or cannot qualify for a full rate as a result of an intermittent PRSI record, the so-
cial protection system provides alternative methods of supporting such pensioners in old age.  
Therefore, if their spouse has a contributory pension, they may qualify for an Increase for a 
Qualified Adult amounting up to 90% of a full rate pension, which by default is paid directly 
to them.  Alternatively, they may qualify for a means-tested State Pension (non-contributory), 
amounting up to 95% of the maximum contributory pension rate. 
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The National Pensions Framework (2010) proposed that a “Total Contributions Approach” 
(TCA) should replace the yearly average approach, for new pensioners from 2020.  The aim 
of this approach is to make the rate of contributory pension more closely match contributions 
made by a person.  Officials of my Department are currently working on the detailed develop-
ment of the TCA with a view to making proposals for consideration later in the year.  This is 
a very significant reform with considerable legal, administrative, and technical elements in its 
implementation.  An important element in the final design of the scheme will be the position of 
people who have gaps in their contribution records for various reasons, and this factor is being 
considered very carefully in developing this reform. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRBB02850Social Welfare Schemes Data

28/02/2017WRBB02900423. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of 
increasing all working age payments by €3, €4, €5, €6, €7, €8, €9 and €10, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9806/17]

28/02/2017WRBB03000424. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full year 
cost of increasing child benefit by €3, €4, €5, €6, €7, €8, €9 and €10, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9807/17]

28/02/2017WRBB03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
423 and 424 together.

The full year costs of increasing all weekly working age payments by the amounts specified 
by the Deputy are listed in the following table:

Increase all working age weekly payments 
by: 

Full Year Cost €m

€3.00 120.0
€4.00 160.2
€5.00 200.0
€6.00 240.1
€7.00 279.8
€8.00 320.1
€9.00 360.2
€10.00 399.9
It should be noted that the costings listed above include proportionate increases for qualified 

adults and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.

The full year costs of increasing child benefit by the amounts specified by the Deputy are 
listed in the following table:

Increase child benefit monthly payment by: Full Year Cost €m
€3.00 43.9
€4.00 58.6
€5.00 73.2
€6.00 87.9
€7.00 102.5
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€8.00 117.2
€9.00 131.8
€10.00 146.5
It should be noted that these costings are subject to change over the coming months in the 

context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 
2018.

28/02/2017WRCC00150Direct Provision Data

28/02/2017WRCC00200425. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full year 
cost of increasing the weekly direct provision allowance for adults from €19.10 to €25, €30, 
€35 and €40; the cost of increasing the allowance paid in respect of children from €15.60 to 
€20, €25 and €30 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9808/17]

28/02/2017WRCC00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The direct provision allowance 
is a non-statutory payment administered by my Department on behalf of the Department of 
Justice and Equality to persons in the Direct Provision system.  The Government has provided 
€3.7 million for the allowance in 2017. 

There are approximately 2,800 adults and 900 children residing in the system of direct provi-
sion in respect of whom the direct provision allowance is being paid.  The full-year costs, based 
on the current numbers, of increasing the weekly adult rate from €19.10 to €25.00, €30.00, 
€35.00, and €40.00; and of increasing the weekly child rate from €15.60 to €20.00, €25.00 and 
€30.00 is provided in the attached tabular statement. 

Any increases to the rate of direct provision allowance would have to be approved by Gov-
ernment and considered in a budgetary context.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement:

Adult Rate Direct Provision Allowance and full-year cost of rate increase.

Adult Rate Additional full year cost to increase adult 
rate from €19.10 to amount 

Increase to €25.00 €859,000
Increase to €30.00 €1,587,000
Increase to €35.00 €2,315,000
Increase to €40.00 €3,043,000

Child Rate Direct Provision Allowance and full-year cost of rate increase.

Child Rate Additional full year cost to increase child 
rate from €15.60 to amount

Increase to €20.00 €205,900
Increase to €25.00 €439,900
Increase to €30.00 €673,900
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28/02/2017WRCC00350Social Insurance Fund Data

28/02/2017WRCC00400426. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the total amountin the 
social insurance fund at 31 December 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9814/17]

28/02/2017WRCC00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The surplus of income over ex-
penditure at the end of 2016 was €460 million.  The surplus in 2016 is the first such surplus on 
the Social Insurance Fund (SIF) since 2007.  The SIF faces significant financial challenges in 
the years ahead in order to ensure adequate and sustainable social insurance pensions and ben-
efits for a growing and ageing population as well as the reform and development of the system 
in line with commitments in the Programme for a Partnership Government. 

An Actuarial Review of the SIF has recently commenced and is expected to be completed 
by mid-2017. The report from the review will be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

The outcome of the review will inform the Government in its considerations of appropriate 
social insurance pension and benefit levels in the years ahead, the financing of such payments, 
the value for money received by PRSI contributors, the scope for extending and modernising 
social insurance cover as well as the demographic and other pressures facing the SIF.

28/02/2017WRCC00550Disability Allowance

28/02/2017WRCC00600427. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection the other allowances 
a person in receipt of disability allowance, living alone allowance and fuel allowance may be 
entitled to; if he will address this in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10049/17]

28/02/2017WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The application for disability allowance (DA) from this lady was disallowed by a deciding of-
ficer (DO) who decided that she did not satisfy the medical conditions for the scheme. Notifica-
tion of this decision issued on 13 October 2016. 

The person in question has lodged an appeal with the independent Social Welfare Appeals 
Office (SWAO).  All the relevant papers requested by that Office recently were submitted by 
my department and the SWAO will be in touch with the person in due course in relation to the 
progress of the appeal.

The person concerned is currently in receipt of supplementary welfare allowance.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRCC00750JobPath Data

28/02/2017WRCC00800428. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number of 
participants in the JobPath scheme in 2016 that have been placed in permanent employment by 
each of the operators of the scheme, namely Turas Nua and Seetec, since the scheme was initi-
ated. [10050/17]

28/02/2017WRCC00900429. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the total amount paid 
in job sustainment fees to the operators of the JobPath scheme in 2016 since it was rolled out, 
namely Turas Nua and Seetec respectively. [10051/17]
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28/02/2017WRCC01000430. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the total amount paid 
in registration fees in 2016 to the operators of the JobPath scheme, namely Turas Nua and 
Seetec respectively, since the scheme was rolled out. [10052/17]

28/02/2017WRCC01100431. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number of per-
sons that have been referred to the JobPath scheme in 2016 since it was introduced. [10053/17]

28/02/2017WRCC01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
428 to 431, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, JobPath is a service that supports people who are long-term 
unemployed and those most at risk of becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain 
paid employment.  The service is delivered by two companies, Seetec and Turas Nua.

To date, 78,000 people have started their engagement period with the service.

The service was rolled out on a phased basis over the period mid-2015 to July 2016, as a 
result the first groups of participants have only recently completed their engagement period 
with the service. 

It is important to note that jobseekers may be supported through the service for up to 30 
months - under the service jobseekers have access to a personal adviser (PA) who works with 
them over two phases.  During the first phase, of 12 months duration, the PA provides practical 
assistance in searching, preparing for, securing and sustaining employment.  The second phase 
starts if the jobseeker is successful in finding work.  During this phase the PA continues to work 
with the jobseeker for a further period of at least three months, and up to 12 months.  In addition 
to the two phases Jobseekers may also undertake training while with the service and this may 
extend the period the jobseeker is supported through the service.  It will take time therefore to 
accumulate a sufficient number of clients (who have completed their engagement period with 
the service) for complete and robust outcome data to be available.

However from 2017, the Department will publish a report on the performance of the service 
on a quarterly basis, with the first such report having just been published recently (17th of Janu-
ary).

The initial data on the impact of the service is encouraging.  Employment outcome data 
shows that compared to people who did not take part in the service, people who availed of the 
service were 23% more likely to have started a job  (as of October 2016).  The difference ap-
pears to be more marked for very long-term unemployed people, with those out of work for 
more than three years some 44% more likely to have found a job if they engaged with the ser-
vice.

Given that only a small number of people have completed their full engagement period with 
the service these results can only be treated as indicative, nevertheless they are encouraging. 

As the number of people who have completed their engagement period with the service 
increases the department will be in a position to provide greater granularity in the reports to be 
published each quarter this year.

The first report (with results together with a copy of the independent customer satisfaction 
survey findings for both companies) is available on the department’s website at – http://www.
welfare.ie/en/downloads/JobPath-performance-report-January-2017.pdf.

The service is being delivered through a payment by results model and all initial costs are 
borne by the companies. The companies are paid an initial registration fee and thereafter job 
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sustainment fees only.  A registration fee may be claimed when a jobseeker has developed a 
personal progression plan. Job sustainment fees are payable only for each 13 week period of 
sustained employment, up to a maximum of 52 weeks (i.e. 4 payments).  The Department was 
careful in designing the service to ensure that payments to contractors are conditional on people 
not just finding a job, but finding sustainable employment.  The total payments to the companies 
amounted to €26.8m in 2016. 

It is not intended to publish the individual payments to the companies as these are commer-
cially sensitive and to do so would place the State at a disadvantage both in terms of the current 
contracts in place and any future procurement that may be undertaken.

28/02/2017WRCC01250Living Wage

28/02/2017WRCC01300432. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of implement-
ing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in agencies funded 
by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10106/17]

28/02/2017WRCC01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department has undertaken 
no costing of the initiative outlined by the Deputy as the introduction of any such scheme would 
necessarily have to take place on a cross Governmental basis and costs determined centrally as 
part of the estimates budgetary process.  Pre-determined salary scales negotiated at central level 
are applied to all staff in the department. 

On a purely indicative basis it is not anticipated that the introduction of such a scheme in my 
own Department would incur significant cost as the majority of staff are on salary points above 
that mentioned by the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRCC01450Social Welfare Fraud

28/02/2017WRCC01500433. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Social Protection when the results of the 
consultation process into the impact of bogus self employment arrangements will be published; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10175/17]

28/02/2017WRCC01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An interdepartmental working 
group, comprising officials from the Department of Social Protection, Department of Finance 
and the Revenue Commissioners, has been examining the issue of disguised employment. 

To inform the work of the group, a public consultation on the use of intermediary-type struc-
tures and self-employment arrangements, was undertaken in 2016. The consultation received 
23 submissions from interested parties on possible measures to address the potential loss to the 
Exchequer under arrangements (i) where an individual, who would otherwise be an employee, 
establishes a company to provide his or her services, and (ii) where an individual, who is de-
pendent on, and under the control of, a single employer in the same manner as an employee, is 
classified as self-employed. 

The working group is finalising its report on the consultation, which I and my colleague the 
Minister for Finance will then consider for further action.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRCC01650Maternity Leave
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28/02/2017WRCC01700434. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if he plans to extend 
the basic 26 week maternity leave for families with multiple births; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10223/17]

28/02/2017WRCC01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department of Justice and 
Equality have responsibility for maternity leave which is provided for in the 1994 and 2004 Ma-
ternity Acts. Any decision to change the duration of maternity leave for families with multiple 
births would be the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality. 

The Department of Social Protection has responsibility for the payment of maternity benefit 
which is provided for in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended). In 2017 it is 
estimated that my Department will spend approximately €266 million on maternity benefit, in 
respect of an average of 22,000 recipients per week. 

As the Deputy will be aware the maternity leave legislation provides a 26 week period of 
statutory maternity leave. Subject to the provisions of social welfare legislation, the 26-week 
period of core statutory maternity leave attracts a social insurance payment of maternity benefit.  
A mother can take a further 16 weeks unpaid maternity leave which must be taken immediately 
after the end of her 26 weeks paid maternity benefit. This period is not covered by maternity 
benefit but a mother is entitled to a credited social insurance contribution for each week of un-
paid leave that is taken (up to the maximum of 16). 

Eligible parents can also avail of paid paternity leave at any time within the first 26 weeks 
following the birth or date of placement of the child. Paternity benefit is available for em-
ployed and self-employed people who are on paternity leave from work and covered by social 
insurance (PRSI) contributions. With the introduction of two weeks of paid paternity leave in 
addition to twenty-six weeks of paid maternity leave the State is offering parents potentially 
twenty-eight weeks of paid support.

There is a commitment in the Programme for Partnership Government (PfG) to increase 
paid leave for parents for the first year of a child’s life. Work has commenced to explore the op-
tions available with discussions taking place between officials from the Department of Justice 
and Equality and the Department of Social Protection.

28/02/2017WRCC01850Community Employment Schemes Data

28/02/2017WRCC01900435. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide a 
detailed breakdown of recently implemented or proposed changes to the funding or operating 
terms and conditions of community employment schemes; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10234/17]

28/02/2017WRCC02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The funding or operating terms 
and conditions of community employment (CE) schemes have not been changed recently.  
However, with the ongoing welcome reductions in the Live Register and the increasing num-
ber of job opportunities, the Deputy will appreciate that issues such as the appropriate level of 
expenditure, the number of places and the criteria for participation on employment schemes, 
including CE, all need to be considered.  I will be bringing a Memorandum to Government 
in the coming weeks about these matters.  If there are changes to be made, consultations with 
stakeholders will be facilitated. 

I trust that clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 
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28/02/2017WRCC02050Invalidity Pension Eligibility

28/02/2017WRCC02100436. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a review in 
respect of eligibility for invalidity pension will be undertaken in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10246/17]

28/02/2017WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions. 

To qualify for IP a claimant must have at least 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contributions since 
entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last complete contribution 
year before the date of their claim.  Only PRSI classes A, E or H contributions are reckonable 
for IP purposes.

The department received a claim for IP for the lady concerned on 10 January 2017.  She was 
refused IP on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme are not satisfied.  She 
was notified on 21 February 2017 of this decision, the reason for it and of her right of review 
and appeal.

The lady referred to is in receipt of disability allowance (DA) since 11 November 2015 at a 
reduced rate, because of her means.  Where there is a gap of more than two complete tax years 
in a social insurance record, a person is not eligible for credited contributions until they have 
worked and paid PRSI contributions for another 26 weeks. 

As the lady concerned does not have any contributions paid or credited in the years 2013 
to date, she does not have an entitlement to credited PRSI contributions for the period that she 
has been on DA. 

On foot of your representation a review of the decision of 21 February 2017 has been com-
pleted and it has been decided that there is no change to the original decision.  The lady con-
cerned was notified on 24 February 2017 of the outcome of the review and of her right to appeal 
the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office within 21 days.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRCC02250Jobseeker’s Allowance Data

28/02/2017WRCC02300437. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10264/17]

28/02/2017WRCC02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the 
Deputy is detailed in the following table:

Recipients of Jobseeker’s Allowance by age at 31 January 2017

Age Recipients
18-25 29,903
26-30 29,246
31-35 29,013
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36-40 27,029
41-45 25,611
46-50 23,459
51-55 19,910
56-60 15,620
61-66 14,526
Total 214,317

28/02/2017WRDD00150Departmental Offices

28/02/2017WRDD00200438. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the details 
of the changes being made to the social protection office in Parnell Street, Dublin 1; the plans 
being made for that social protection office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10266/17]

28/02/2017WRDD00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Following a review of all of the 
Department’s divisions and offices some minor and administrative changes have been decided.  
As the Deputy will be aware the Department continually monitors its service provision to en-
sure that its resources are employed in an effective and efficient manner.  Most of the changes 
identified will not affect customers. 

Some customers currently being serviced by the Parnell St Intreo Centre will be now receive 
services from offices within the Department’s Dublin North Division; the exact configuration of 
these changes is still being processed.  The majority of customers in the Parnell St Intreo Centre 
will be unaffected by the change.

Once the final configuration of services is decided the Department will engage in the regular 
manner with all customers affected as well as public representatives in the areas concerned and 
other relevant stakeholders. 

The new changes will only come into effect after customers affected by the change have 
been appropriately notified in advance. 

I hope that clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRDD00350Jobseeker’s Allowance Data

28/02/2017WRDD00400439. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance in County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10270/17]

28/02/2017WRDD00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the 
Deputy is detailed in the following tabular statement.

Recipients of Jobseeker’s Allowance in County Kerry by age at 31 January in each of the 
years 2012 to 2017

Age 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
18-25 2,192 2,097 1,923 1,462 1,200 997
26-30 1,731 1,721 1,558 1,308 1,221 986
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31-35 1,403 1,456 1,371 1,334 1,267 1,072
36-40 1,126 1,186 1,220 1,139 1,142 999
41-45 1,058 1,067 1,103 1,073 1,036 921
46-50 934 974 1,027 1,003 986 885
51-55 846 890 884 877 840 752
56-60 706 769 802 745 715 642
61-66 436 506 552 488 648 646
Total 10,432 10,666 10,440 9,429 9,055 7,900

28/02/2017WRDD00550Departmental Staff Data

28/02/2017WRDD00600440. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of staff employed by his Department to process applications for schemes (details supplied). 
[10273/17]

28/02/2017WRDD00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The systems and procedures for 
processing applications for the schemes listed vary depending on the individual characteristics 
of the particular scheme.  Additionally, the volume of claims and associated maintenance work 
varies considerably across schemes.  A number of strands of information input into the process 
which culminate in a Deciding Officer being in a position to assess the claim and make the final 
decision on the application.  With the exception of details of staff working on jobseekers al-
lowance applications, the number of these Deciding Officers is detailed in the attached tabular 
statement.

Jobseeker schemes are administered by the Department’s divisional structure across its sixty 
Intreo Centres nationwide.  However, the staff in this divisional structure provide a wide range 
of services to customers in addition to processing applications for jobseeker schemes.  There-
fore, it is not possible to give a definitive breakdown of the number of staff involved solely 
in the processing of applications for jobseekers schemes.  In all, there are currently 3,456 ap-
proved posts for the divisional structure which allows the Department to provide this wide 
range of services locally around the country.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Scheme Deciding Officers Full Time Equivalents
Carers Allowance and Carers Benefit 29
Disability Allowance 42
Domiciliary Care Allowance 15
Family Income Supplement 61
Free Travel 7
Household Benefits Package 21
Illness Benefit 44
Invalidity Pension 24
State Pension Contributory 52
State Pension Non-Contributory 27
Widows Contributory Pension 15
Widows Non- Contributory Pension 1
Total 338
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28/02/2017WRDD00750Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

28/02/2017WRDD00800441. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection if a back to 
education claim by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed in view of their particular cir-
cumstances and the length of time they were on jobseeker’s allowance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10307/17]

28/02/2017WRDD00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The objective of the Back to 
Education Allowance (BTEA) is to assist those who are distant from the labour market to ac-
quire the necessary education to improve their chances of becoming independent of the social 
welfare system. 

To qualify for BTEA a person has to satisfy a number of conditions.  These include being 
a certain age and being in receipt of a prescribed social welfare payment for a specified time 
immediately before the person starts their course.  The person concerned was not in receipt of a 
payment from the Department prior to her application and on this basis she did not qualify for 
BTEA.

The person concerned was advised of her right to have this decision reviewed and called to 
the Dunfanaghy INTREO Centre shortly after she received her letter.  The claim was reexam-
ined and the qualifying criteria and disallowance reason was explained to her at that time.

I hope that clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

28/02/2017WRDD00950Public Services Card Availability

28/02/2017WRDD01000442. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an ap-
plication for a public service card for a person (details supplied). [10311/17]

28/02/2017WRDD01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A Public Services Card is issued 
to an individual following a robust registration process to establish and verify the person’s iden-
tity.  Part of the required evidence of identity for a non-EEA national to get a Public Services 
Card is a current valid passport.  

The person concerned claims to be unable to produce such a document at this time.  Con-
sequently, enquiries are being made with the embassy of his declared nationality to establish if 
and why this is so and to try to verify his identity.  The person concerned will be contacted when 
these enquiries are complete.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRDD01150Poverty Data

28/02/2017WRDD01200443. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will clarify a re-
sponse from his Department to Parliamentary Question No. 297 of 21 February 2017 (details 
supplied). [10312/17]

28/02/2017WRDD01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Survey on Income and Liv-
ing Conditions (SILC) is the official source of data on the key national poverty indicators and 
on household and individual income.  The CSO released the main results of the 2015 Survey 
on 1st February 2017.  The report includes the measures the CSO considers most useful for the 
broad user community.
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The consistent poverty rate for lone parents (26.2%) is on Page 9, Table 2 of the 2015 SILC 
results or can be found at   http://www.cso.ie/multiquicktables/quickTables.aspx?id=sia12_
sia20

The report does not include the breakdown to which the Deputy is referring – lone parent 
households by employed and unemployed persons.  The CSO may, subject to capacity, produce 
additional analyses for SILC users.  The statistics quoted – on the consistent poverty rate for 
lone parents at work (6.7%) – are the result of special analysis by the CSO in response to a re-
quest from Officers of Statistics in my Department and are detailed below.

Table 1: One Parent Families (Overall) 2015
Consistent Poverty Rate 26.2%
Table 2: One Parent Families (At Work) 2015
Consistent Poverty Rate 6.7%
Source: CSO SILC Survey 2015 (incorporating revisions for 2012-2014)

February 7th 2017

  Question No. 444 answered with Question No. 411.

28/02/2017WRDD01450Disability Allowance Applications

28/02/2017WRDD01500445. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for a disability allowance for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10392/17]

28/02/2017WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm that my department received an application for disability allowance from this man on 
8 February 2017.  On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a 
decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRDD01650Labour Activation Projects

28/02/2017WRDD01700446. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason persons 
who are participants on community employment and Tús schemes who are being selected for 
JobPath programmes are being told they have to attend even though they are participating in a 
labour activation programme already; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10395/17]

28/02/2017WRDD01800447. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that jobseekers’ participation on JobPath is restricting the ability of com-
munity employment and Tús schemes to recruit participants; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10396/17]

28/02/2017WRDD01900448. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount Seetec 
and Turas Nua have been paid in 2016; the number of persons they have placed in jobs; if any 
of these placements include community employment schemes; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [10397/17]

28/02/2017WRDD02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
446 to 448, inclusive, together. 

The activation supports and services which are available to those who are long-term unem-
ployed include the JobPath employment activation service and work experience and training 
schemes such as Community Employment (CE) and TÚS.  

The JobPath service procured by my department provides additional resources to enable it 
to provide a high quality, case managed employment support service.  The companies contract-
ed to provide the JobPath service have no role or authority in relation to referrals or placements 
for any other activation schemes or programmes such as CE or TÚS. 

Jobseekers who are already participating on a CE Scheme will not be referred to JobPath 
and the JobPath companies do not refer jobseekers to CE.   Jobseekers can only participate with 
one activation scheme or service at a time; this is to ensure that the best use is made of the avail-
able places and to allow the scheme and service providers time to work with the participants.  
However, customers who on the date of their referral to JobPath have a written offer with a start 
date within four weeks for CE or TÚS will be facilitated to take up the placement.  Additionally, 
in a small number of exceptional cases, which are assessed on a case by case basis, my Depart-
ment may facilitate a customer to move from one activation support to another. 

The aim of the JobPath service, which is provided for jobseekers only, is to assist them in 
finding sustainable full-time paid employment by providing intensive individual support and as-
sistance.  It is distinct from the CE and TÚS schemes which provide part-time employment and 
training opportunities in local communities as a stepping stone back to employment for people 
on a range of Social Welfare payments including those on long term unemployment payments.  
These schemes do not, nor are they intended to, provide full-time sustainable employment.

The referral period for the JobPath service is typically for a year.  The JobPath service was 
rolled out on a phased basis over the period June 2015 to July 2016; as a result the first groups 
of participants have only recently completed their engagement period with the service.  The 
numbers referred initially were low but this will increase over the next few months and those 
who have not found suitable and sustainable employment and exited the Job Path service will 
have opportunities, subject to an assessment by an Intreo case officer to apply for other activa-
tion supports such as CE and TÚS.

It is important to note, that under the JobPath service, jobseekers have access to a personal 
adviser (PA) who works with them over two phases.  The first phase, of 12 months duration, the 
PA provides practical assistance in searching, preparing for, securing and sustaining employ-
ment.  The second phase starts if the jobseeker is successful in finding work.  During this phase 
the PA continues to work with the jobseeker for a further period of at least three months, and up 
to 12 months.  It will take time therefore to accumulate a sufficient number of clients (who have 
completed their engagement period) for complete and robust outcomes data to be available.

From 2017 onwards, my Department will publish a report on the performance of the service 
on a quarterly basis, with the first such report having just been published recently (17th of Janu-
ary).

The initial data on the impact of the service is encouraging.  Employment outcome data 
shows that compared to people who did not take part in the service, people who availed of the 
service were 23% more likely to have started a job (as of October 2016).  The difference ap-
pears to be more marked for very long-term unemployed customers, with those out of work 
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for more than three years some 44% more likely to have found a job if they engaged with the 
service.  These outcomes refer to full time jobs (over 30 hours per week) only. 

Given that only a small number of customers have completed their full engagement period 
with the service these results can only be treated as indicative, nevertheless they are encourag-
ing. 

As the number of customers who have completed their engagement period with the service 
increases the department will be in a position to provide greater granularity in the reports to be 
published each quarter this year.

The first report (with results together with a copy of the independent customer satisfaction 
survey findings for both companies) is available on the department’s website at – http://www.
welfare.ie/en/downloads/JobPath-performance-report-January-2017.pdf

JobPath is a payment by results model and all initial costs are borne by the companies.  
The companies are paid registration fees and job sustainment fees.  A registration fee may be 
claimed only when a jobseeker has developed a personal progression plan.  Job sustainment 
fees are payable for each 13 week period of sustained employment, up to a maximum of 52 
weeks (i.e. 4 payments).  The total payments to the JobPath companies amounted to €26.8m in 
2016.

It is not intended to publish the individual payments to the JobPath companies as these are 
commercially sensitive and to do so would place the State at a disadvantage both in terms of the 
contracts now in place and any future procurement that may be undertaken.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRDD02050Community Welfare Services Provision

28/02/2017WRDD02100449. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection the location of 
drop-in community welfare clinics in County Donegal; if consideration will be given to open-
ing a clinic in the Bunbeg and Derrybeg area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10398/17]

28/02/2017WRDD02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department of Social Pro-
tection keeps the operation of all services, including the Community Welfare Service (CWS) 
under regular review to ensure they continue to remain fit for purpose.  The table at Appendix 
1 details the CWS clinics currently operating in Donegal.

There are no plans at this time to open a clinic in either Bunbeg or Derrybeg.  However, if 
a person is unable to travel to any of our existing clinic locations, for example due to illness, a 
member of staff may arrange to visit the client’s home to provide any assistance required. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

APPENDIX 1

Donegal CWS Clinics 2017
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Clinic Address Phone Times
Arranmore Island Health Centre, Ar-

ranmore Island, Co. 
Donegal

(074) 9520105 Last Tuesday of each 
month from Tues-
day 28th July 2015 
(depending on Ferry) 
10.30am - 11.30 
Tuesday: 10.30 - 
12.00 

Ballybofey Navenny House, 
Department of Social 
Protection, Bally-
bofey, Co. Donegal

(074) 9130023 Thursday: 10.00 - 
12.00 

Ballybofey Rent 
Unit

Community Welfare 
Service, Department 
of Social Protection, 
Navenny House, 
Ballybofey, Co 
Donegal

(074) 9131154 Phone in - Appoint-
ment only

Monday: 11.00 - 
13.00

Ballyshannon DSP Office, Beleek 
Rd, Ballyshannon

(071) 9852418 Friday: 10.30 - 12.30

Buncrana Department of Social 
Protection, Inner 
Relief Rd, Ardara-
van, Buncrana, Co 
Donegal

(074) 9364516(074) 
9364515

By Appointment

Bundoran Health Centre Sta-
tion Road, Bun-
doran, Co. Donegal

(071) 9842449 Thursday: 10.30 - 
12.30

Carndonagh Public Service 
Centre, Department 
of Social Protection, 
Malin Road, Carn-
donagh, Co Donegal

(074) 9329484 Monday:11.00 - 
13.00

Monday:11.00 - 
12.30

Donegal Town Public Service 
Centre, Department 
of Social Protec-
tion, Drumlonagher, 
Donegal Town, Co. 
Donegal

(074) 9724485 Friday: 11.00 - 13.00

Dunfanaghy Dunfanaghy Heath 
Centre, Dunfanaghy, 
Co. Donegal

(074) 9136750 Wednesday: 10.00 - 
12.00
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Clinic Address Phone Times
Dungloe Public Service Of-

fice, Department of 
Social Protection, 
Gweedore Road, 
Dungloe, Co. Done-
gal

(074) 9559206 Thursday: 10.00 - 
12.00

Glenties Primary Care Centre, 
Glenties, Co. Done-
gal

(074) 9551659 Wednesday: 10.00 - 
13.00

Killybegs Atlantic Marine HSE 
Office, Killybegs, 
Co. Donegal

(074) 9741030 Wednesday: 11.00 - 
13.00

Letterkenny Letterkenny Intreo 
Centre

(074) 9194930 Tuesday & Thurs-
day: 10.00 - 12.00

Lifford HSE Office, Coney-
burrow Rd, Lifford, 
Co. Donegal

(074) 9141691(074) 
9141706

Wednesday: 11.00 - 
13.00

Milford Public Service 
Centre Department 
of Social Protection, 
Milford, Co. Done-
gal

(074) 9163446 Wednesday: 10.30 - 
13.00

28/02/2017WRDD02300450. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration will 
be given to extending community employment eligibility to persons signing for jobseeker’s 
credits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10407/17]

28/02/2017WRDD02400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Persons signing for credits only (i.e. not in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment) are 
not eligible to participate on Community Employment (CE) schemes.  They may, however, be 
eligible to avail of other up-skilling opportunities, for example, through Education and Train-
ing Board (ETB) training for unemployed people.  Although not eligible to receive a training 
allowance while undertaking the course, they may receive some support for expenses on travel, 
meals and accommodation. 

Persons signing for credits for six months or more are also entitled to participate on ETB-
run VTOS courses, subject to availability.  Springboard and Skillnets courses for unemployed 
people, funded through the Department of Education and Skills, are also open to people regard-
less of their social welfare status.  In addition, persons signing on for credits for 12 months or 
longer, over the previous 18 months, are eligible to participate on Momentum courses through 
SOLAS, provided that they have been actively seeking work.  

Many other services are also available to people who are not in receipt of a social welfare 
payment.  For example, employment services, such as advice on job-search activities and the 
use of online job search tools, are available to people if they register with my Department’s 
Intreo offices regardless of their social welfare status.

The Government is committed to supporting as many people as possible to participate more 
fully in employment and to become more self-sufficient by providing supports that address bar-
riers they may encounter in finding and sustaining employment.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRDD02450Disability Allowance Applications

28/02/2017WRDD02500451. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application by a person (details supplied) for a disability allowance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10464/17]

28/02/2017WRDD02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I can confirm that my department 
received an application for disability allowance from this lady on 9 January 2017.  

On 24 February 2017 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documenta-
tion required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on her eligibility.  On receipt 
of this information a decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified of the 
outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WREE00150Employment Support Services

28/02/2017WREE00200452. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will make con-
tact with Seetec to establish a satellite office for the service in Ardee, County Louth; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10477/17]

28/02/2017WREE00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The JobPath contracts provide 
that a customer should not have to travel more than 60 minutes in normal circumstances to at-
tend an appointment.  Where a customer has transport difficulties the JobPath Provider may 
assist the customer with travel arrangements including the reimbursement of reasonable travel 
costs. 

Seetec currently have 29 full-time and 20 part-time offices throughout their operating re-
gion.  At present, eight offices are accessible within a normal journey time of 60 minutes by 
public transport or private motorised transport from Ardee.  Clients referred to Seetec have the 
option to engage in the Seetec office most convenient for them.

The offices are based in:

-  Dundalk (Full time) – 19.5 km from Ardee, 20 min by car and 38 mins by bus

-  Carrickmacross (Outreach) – 20.8 km from Ardee, 18 mins by car and 22 mins by bus

-  Drogheda (Full time) – 25km, 22 mins by car, 38 mins by bus 

-  Kells (Outreach) – 29.5km, 30 mins by car

-  Navan (Full time) – 32 km, 33 mins by car

-  Balbriggan (Full time) – 47.7km, 34 mins by car

-  Monaghan (Full time) – 59.4 km, 44 mins by car

-  Swords (Full time) – 60km, 40 mins by car

Customers claiming their jobseekers payment from Ardee Branch Office are currently being 
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referred to JobPath at a rate of ten per week.  In total 231 jobseekers from Ardee and the sur-
rounding areas are engaged with the service.  Given the number of options available to custom-
ers in the region, there is no current requirement for a separate Seetec office in Ardee.

Towards the end of 2016 my Department commissioned an independent survey to assess 
customer satisfaction with the service provided by both JobPath companies.  Seetec scored 4.27 
out of 5 for ease of travel to their offices.  This survey is available on my department’s website 
at – http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/JobPath-performance-report-January-2017.pdf.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2017WREE00350Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WREE00400453. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the tribunals es-
tablished under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts, 1921 to 2011, in tabular form; the 
number of days each tribunal sat for; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10773/17]

28/02/2017WREE00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Tribunals of inquiry are estab-
lished by resolution of the Houses of the Oireachtas to inquire into matters of urgent public 
importance.

The Department of Social Protection has not been responsible for any such tribunals of 
inquiry.

28/02/2017WREE00550Humanitarian Aid

28/02/2017WREE00600454. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the efforts 
he and his European counterparts will make to assist South Sudan in view of the fact that a fam-
ine has been declared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9585/17]

28/02/2017WREE00700469. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the State’s re-
sponse to the official declaration of famine in South Sudan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10169/17]

28/02/2017WREE00800473. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the way he will 
use Ireland’s influence at UN and EU levels to work toward the securement of a political solu-
tion that will end conflict and enable the safe delivery of humanitarian aid into South Sudan 
(details supplied); and if he will raise the issue at the upcoming EU Foreign Affairs Council. 
[10357/17]

28/02/2017WREE00900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): I propose to take Questions Nos. 454, 469 and 473 together. 

I am very concerned about the situation in South Sudan, particularly in light of the declara-
tion of famine in parts of the country this week.  The UN has estimated that 100,000 people are 
facing starvation, with a further one million people on the brink of famine.  Three UN agencies 
have also warned that urgent action is needed to prevent more people from dying of hunger.

Ireland has provided €39 million in humanitarian assistance for South Sudan since 2012.  
Our assistance is focused on saving lives and alleviating the suffering of the South Sudanese 
people through meeting their immediate and most basic needs, providing food and livelihoods 
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assistance, treating acute malnutrition, providing shelter and enhancing their protection.  In 
2016 alone, Ireland contributed just over €11 million to South Sudan.

In view of the rapidly deteriorating situation this year, we have released €265,000 for South 
Sudanese refugees in the Democratic Republic of Congo and for internally displaced persons in 
South Sudan.  Further assistance is now being planned to support the humanitarian and emer-
gency response operations of our UN and NGO partners on the ground. 

The concern is shared strongly at EU level.  On 21 February 2017, the European Commis-
sion announced an emergency aid package of €82 million which is aimed at addressing the 
urgent humanitarian situation in the country. Since December 2013, the EU Commission has 
provided €381 million in humanitarian funding, which, including vital assistance for internally 
displaced people, refugees, returnees and other vulnerable people. 

In addition to our humanitarian assistance, Ireland and our EU partners have issued strong 
political statements, most recently through the Foreign Affairs Council in December 2016, con-
demning the outbreak of violence in South Sudan, and clearly stating that there can be no mili-
tary solution to the crisis.  The Conclusions called on all parties to observe the ceasefire in full 
and to take the decisive steps necessary to end the conflict.  The Conclusions also underlined the 
need for a political solution through the implementation of the existing peace agreement, agreed 
in 2015, and urged the Government of South Sudan to work with regional and international 
bodies such as the UN, the African Union and the Inter-Governmental Authority on Develop-
ment to resolve the political crisis.  The EU also called on all parties to allow the full, safe and 
unhindered provision of humanitarian assistance to all those in need, which is essential in order 
to save lives. 

At the UN level, Ireland co-sponsored a resolution on South Sudan at the Special Session of 
the United Nation’s Human Rights Council, stressing the need for all parties to end the conflict 
and respect international humanitarian law in December 2016.  At the Universal Periodic Re-
view of South Sudan in November 2016, Ireland requested that the South Sudanese authorities 
provide unimpeded humanitarian access to vulnerable populations. 

We will continue to monitor the situation closely, with our EU partners, through our Em-
bassy in Addis Ababa, which is accredited to South Sudan, and our Embassies in Kampala and 
Nairobi.

28/02/2017WREE00950Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

28/02/2017WREE01000455. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his De-
partment has issued any alerts to Irish embassies in regard to the commission of investigation 
into mother and baby homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9610/17]

28/02/2017WREE01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): At the outset it 
is important to state that the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes (and 
certain related Matters) is independent in the conduct of its investigations.  Therefore, the com-
munications strategy is a matter for the Commission. 

No request has been received by my Department in this regard.   

However, I am informed that the Commission has used information published on my De-
partment’s website, on organisations abroad that my Department works with, as part of its work.



28 February 2017

357

28/02/2017WREE01150Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WREE01200456. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the legal 
fees incurred on FOI requests received by his Department; the staff hours involved in the pro-
cessing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9679/17]

28/02/2017WREE01300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): During the period 
specified by the Deputy, no legal fees were incurred in relation to FOI requests received in my 
Department.

In relation to the staff hours involved in processing FOI requests, as the Deputy will be 
aware, the first five hours spent by staff in search, retrieval, scheduling and copying, do not 
attract fees; this time forms part of the duties of officials with responsibility for FOI and is not 
monitored separately.     

All requests during the period specified by the Deputy where search, retrieval and schedul-
ing time exceeded five hours, and the staff hours involved in the processing of these FOI re-
quests, are set out in the following table:

Year Number of FOI Requests Staff hours spent processing 
FOI requests (where time 
exceeded five hours) 

2016  214  0
2015  122  12 (one request)
2014  117  13 (one request)

28/02/2017WREE01350Northern Ireland

28/02/2017WREE01400457. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the need 
for a special status for Northern Ireland in view of Brexit has been placed on the agenda and 
discussed formally at any EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9795/17]

28/02/2017WREE01500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In the immediate 
aftermath of the UK referendum on EU exit, the European Council agreed, inter alia, that there 
would be no negotiations with the UK in advance of the Article 50 application being triggered.  
Accordingly, the UK’s decision to withdraw from the European Union has not to date been 
an item on the agenda of the Foreign Affairs Council (FAC).  Although formal discussions on 
Brexit have not taken place at the FAC, I have since June spoken at least once with each of my 
EU Foreign Minister colleagues on the issue of Brexit, over the course of more than 35 engage-
ments; my programme of meetings continues in the weeks ahead.

Protecting the peace process and Northern Ireland is one of the Government’s four headline 
priorities in dealing with the UK decision to leave the European Union.  The established frame-
work for all engagement on Northern Ireland is the Good Friday Agreement.  This has been 
strongly reaffirmed by the Government and the British Government following the UK decision 
to leave the European Union.  The Good Friday Agreement is an international treaty, registered 
with the United Nations and it provides for a unique political and constitutional settlement in 
Northern Ireland, which is the foundation of the peace process.  This is something the European 
Union as a whole has long recognised and supported.     

On 23 February, the Taoiseach held a very positive meeting with Commission President 
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Jean-Claude Juncker at which the Commission President expressed his support and solidar-
ity with Ireland in dealing with the challenges of Brexit, including to uphold the Good Friday 
Agreement and seek the maintenance of the open border.  The Taoiseach will have a further 
round of meetings in Brussels this week, when he will meet with President Tusk of the Euro-
pean Council and Michel Barnier, Chair of the European Commission Taskforce. 

On 30 January, the Taoiseach discussed with Prime Minister May the serious implications 
of Brexit for Northern Ireland and the imperative of retaining the open border on the island 
of Ireland.  There will be a need for the British Government to reflect the unique challenges 
Brexit poses for Northern Ireland in the position they adopt in the negotiations with the EU27.  
I reinforced this message in my meeting with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland James 
Brokenshire in our meeting on 14 February.

The Government has been clear that there are entirely unique circumstances in respect of 
the island of Ireland that must be taken account of in the negotiations for the UK’s withdrawal 
from the European Union and the future EU-UK relationship.  While the Irish Government is 
actively seeking recognition and accommodation of the unique circumstances on the island of 
Ireland, our extensive discussions with partner governments across the EU – including the UK 
- have made clear that concepts and terms like “special status” give rise to serious concerns for 
other EU partners about precedents that might be set elsewhere.  This would risk undermining 
the Government’s efforts to specifically address and mitigate the very real impacts facing our 
island – and the people of Northern Ireland in particular - due to Brexit. 

While I entirely understand the rationale of those seeking a “special status” designation, 
the fact is that such a proposal would unnecessarily distract from work to secure arrangements 
which reflect the genuine uniqueness of Northern Ireland’s situation, founded in the peace pro-
cess and the Good Friday Agreement, as well as its geographic status as the only land border 
between the UK and the EU27.

On 21 February, I outlined to the House the need for specific, effective, and realisable mea-
sures that could address the major issues of concern under Brexit, whether these relate to the 
border, or to the citizenship, constitutional and human rights provisions of the Agreement, or 
otherwise.  The Government will also be advocating for the continuation of the range of EU 
policy supports to Northern Ireland and the peace process, including in relation to EU funding 
and is looking at existing precedents and potential innovative approaches in this regard.

The Government will continue to work with our EU partners and EU Institutions and pre-
pare comprehensively in support of our overall negotiating objectives.

28/02/2017WREE01550Departmental Staff Data

28/02/2017WREE01600458. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the num-
ber of persons assigned to the re-established EU division within his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9796/17]

28/02/2017WREE01700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are currently 
twenty-six officials assigned to EU Division.  Its resources will be kept under constant review 
in response to evolving needs.  

I would also add that a number of officers of my Department are seconded to the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach and working on EU matters, while two officers are seconded to the Inter-
national and EU Relations Division of the Department of Finance. 
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28/02/2017WREE01750Cabinet Committee Meetings

28/02/2017WREE01800459. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the num-
ber of meetings he has attended of the Cabinet committee on Brexit chaired by An Taoiseach 
since it was established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9797/17]

28/02/2017WREE01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Brexit, chaired by the Taoiseach, has met six times to date.

A further meeting is scheduled to take place on 8 March, just in advance of the European 
Council in Brussels (9-10 March).   

I have attended five of the six meetings of the Cabinet Committee on Brexit, missing only 
the Committee meeting on 7 November 2016, as at that time I was accompanying President 
Higgins on the State Visit to Vietnam.  In addition to this Cabinet Committee, Brexit related 
matters are also regularly discussed at plenary meetings of Cabinet and in a wide variety of 
other meetings and fora.

28/02/2017WREE01950Departmental Programmes

28/02/2017WREE02000460. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the pro-
grammes under his Department’s remit that support and engage the diaspora and Irish overseas; 
the planned expenditure in 2017 for each of those programmes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9798/17]

28/02/2017WREE02100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): The Emigrant Support Programme administered by the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade provides funding for projects to support and engage Irish communities overseas 
and to facilitate the development of deeper and more strategic links between Ireland and the 
global Irish community.      

The Emigrant Support Programme prioritises culturally sensitive, frontline welfare services 
that address the needs of the most vulnerable Irish emigrants.  The programme also supports a 
wide range of other diaspora engagement projects, particularly cultural, community and heri-
tage projects that foster a vibrant sense of Irish community and identity, as well as strategic 
capital projects.

The overall budget for the Emigrant Support Programme in 2017 is €11,595,000.  This 
matches the allocation for 2016.  The 2017-18 grant closed on the 15 February and the received 
applications are currently being reviewed.

In addition to the Emigrant Support Programme which is specifically targeted at funding 
projects supporting and engaging the global Irish community, this important objective is also 
an integral part of the wider work of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and in par-
ticular the work of our Missions abroad.  As such this important area of the Department’s work 
attracts significant other resources, both human and financial, but this expenditure is not part of 
a specific allocation or diaspora activity budget that is reported on separately.  Rather this work 
is undertaken annually as part of the core work of Missions, within the wider Departmental and 
Mission budget.

For 2017 an additional budget of €400,000 was allocated to my Department to support local 
diaspora engagement.  My Department is currently considering strategic priorities around this 
aspect of our engagement with the global Irish and how that new fund can be best structured 
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and administered to achieve priority outcomes. 

A full list of previously funded organisations under the ESP can be found at https://www.dfa.
ie/global-irish/support-overseas/emigrant-support-programme/

28/02/2017WREE02150Diplomatic Representation

28/02/2017WREE02200461. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans 
to open new embassies in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9799/17]

28/02/2017WREE02300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
periodically reviews Ireland’s representation abroad, taking a range of factors into account 
when considering the expansion of the Embassy and Consular network overseas.  These fac-
tors include our national political, economic and trade priorities.  A further consideration is the 
availability of resources to expand the diplomatic network.  In recent years, my Department 
has been able to achieve savings across the network (in the period 2009-2013, cost savings of 
21% were achieved), while ensuring that the Government was in a position to open new embas-
sies in Indonesia, Kenya, Croatia, Thailand and the Holy See.  In addition, three new Consul-
ates General were opened in the following cities: Hong Kong, Sao Paulo, and Austin, Texas.  
These locations were principally chosen on the basis of their strategic value in the promotion 
of Ireland’s economic interests.  The Department is committed to keeping the Mission Network 
under review and to ensuring that it maintains the ability and agility to respond to new oppor-
tunities for Irish citizens and businesses.

28/02/2017WREE02350Overseas Development Aid Data

28/02/2017WREE02400462. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cur-
rent expenditure of GNP on overseas development aid; the cost based on current growth fore-
casts of reaching levels (details supplied) of the United Nations target for overseas development 
aid in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9800/17]

28/02/2017WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): This year the Government has allocated a total of €651 million for Official Develop-
ment Assistance (ODA), an increase of €10 million on the 2016 allocation.  This is the second 
consecutive year we have increased the overall allocation to ODA.   

Of this total, €486 million will be managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
under Vote 27 International Cooperation.  A further estimated €165 million will come from oth-
er Government Departments and Ireland’s share of the EU Development Co-operation Budget.   

This allocation represents a very substantial investment of public funds in Ireland’s aid 
programme and is a clear indication of our commitment to increase allocations in a sustainable 
manner as resources permit.  It is worth restating that since 2011 the Government has made an-
nual contributions in excess of €600 million to ODA, amounting to a total of some €4.5 billion  
up to the end of 2017.  This is a hugely significant contribution to the fight to eradicate global 
hunger, reduce extreme poverty and provide live-saving humanitarian assistance to some of the 
world’s most vulnerable people. 

The table below sets out the potential levels of ODA required to deliver the ODA/GNP per-
centage levels outlined in the Deputy’s Question.  These calculations are based on the Depart-
ment of Finance Budget Day forecast for GNP for 2017. 
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ODA as a % of GNP  Potential ODA 2017*
0.34%      760 
0.35%      790 
0.36%      810 
0.38%      850 
0.39%      880 
0.40%      900 
0.41%      920 
0.42%      940 
0.43%      970 
0.44%      990 
0.45%   1,010 
0.46%   1,030 
0.47%   1,060 
0.48%   1,080 
0.49%   1,100 
0.50%   1,120 
 * Calculated to the nearest €10 million 

28/02/2017WREE02550Passport Services

28/02/2017WREE02600463. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to re-
instate the free passport for over-65s. [9840/17]

28/02/2017WREE02700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A decision was 
taken in the 2005 budget to exempt applicants aged 65 and over from the passport fee.  In 2011 
the Government decided in light of the budgetary situation to discontinue the exemption and to 
apply the same ten-year passport fee to all applicants aged 18 years or over. 

The annualized fee for a standard ten year Irish passport compares favorably with many 
other jurisdictions.  At €8 per year, the Irish passport fee compares with approximately €9.60 
for a French passport, €9.60 per year for a British passport, €10.80 per year for an American 
passport and €20 per year for an Australian passport.

Given that any shortfall in revenue or additional costs would have to be met by the taxpayer 
I do not have any plans at this time to reduce the fee charged to older applicants. 

28/02/2017WREE02750Middle East Issues

28/02/2017WREE02800464. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will make 
urgent representations to the Israeli embassy and government requesting them to reverse the 
demolition orders issued by the Israeli Government for all 42 homes and businesses in the vil-
lage of Khan al-Ahmar in the West Bank. [10078/17]

28/02/2017WREE02900465. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will send 
Irish diplomats, along with other heads of missions, to the village of Khan al-Ahmar in the West 
Bank as a public sign of support to the community there following the issuing of demolition 
orders by the Israeli Government for all 42 homes and businesses in the village. [10079/17]
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28/02/2017WREE03000470. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will make immediate representations to the Israeli embassy and Government to reverse the 
demolition orders on the village of Khan al-Ahmar in the occupied West Bank; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10284/17]

28/02/2017WREE03100471. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will instruct Irish diplomats to visit Khan al-Ahmar in Palestine with other heads of missions 
as a public sign of support to the community urgently; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10285/17]

28/02/2017WREE03200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 464, 465, 470 and 471 together.  

The Bedouin community of Khan al Ahmar has been under demolition orders for some 
years, although there has also been an injunction on execution of these orders.  The issuing of 
42 new Stop Work orders, and military activity in the area, has given rise to fears that a mass 
eviction and demolition action against the village was being planned.

There has been a strong international response to this threat, in which Ireland has taken an 
active part.

In October 2016 the Irish and other EU Heads of Mission in Palestine visited Khan al Ahmar 
to demonstrate support, and show that the actions of the authorities there were being scrutinized. 

In response to the recent increased threat, there have been strong statements on the case 
from the relevant UN agencies on the ground, and from the EU representative.

The Irish Ambassador in Israel has made a demarche at a senior level in the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry, drawing attention to the threats and expressing the strong concerns of the Government 
in relation to the threats of demolitions, contrary to international law.

The Irish Representative in Ramallah will be joining other EU Heads of Mission in a further 
visit to the community in the next few days.

The most recent reports suggest that the threat of demolition may not be as imminent as was 
feared.  The prompt attention to the case may have helped in this regard.  Ireland’s missions in 
the area will keep this case under close observation.

28/02/2017WRFF00200Living Wage

28/02/2017WRFF00300466. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cost of 
implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in agen-
cies funded by his department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10101/17]

28/02/2017WRFF00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The remuneration 
of the staff of my Department is as sanctioned by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform in line with Government policy.

It is difficult to estimate the potential cost of introducing an hourly rate of €11.50 per hour 
for all employees of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade as the Department recruits 
a large number of temporary clerical staff on a seasonal basis.  This figure varies from year to 
year. 

The best estimate of the cost per annum is in the region of €300,000 (lowest possible esti-
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mate) to €750,000 to include permanent and temporary staff.

There are no State Agencies funded by my Department.

28/02/2017WRFF00500Middle East Issues

28/02/2017WRFF00600467. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on US 
President Donald Trump’s change of policy regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10148/17]

28/02/2017WRFF00700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer the Deputy 
to my reply to Question No. 29 on 22 February, which was as follows:
  The two state solution to the conflict between Israel and its Palestinian and Arab neighbours has been espoused by a consensus of the international community, and been supported by public opinion and responsible leaders in both Israeli and Palestinian society, for many years. This support has been based on clear reasoning and analysis of the various options and alternatives, and those reasons remain valid, despite growing concerns about the possibility of achieving such a solution. 
  The inescapable fact is that a two state outcome remains better than any other model that has been considered, and is the only one which can deliver peace, security, freedom and justice for both Israeli and Palestinian peoples. 
  An acceptable one state outcome could only be on the basis of full equality between all those living under its jurisdiction. Any belief that it will be possible instead to simply continue a version of the present occupation would be wholly unacceptable.
  The recent remarks of President Trump have stepped back from the clear support for the two state solution which previous Presidents have given, but without putting an alternative view in its place. The Administration has yet to enunciate a considered policy for the Middle East. I hope very much that when it does so, it will recognise the logic which has guided US policy for many years.
  For our part, the European Union has made clear that our support and advocacy for a two state solution remain unaltered. The strong international consensus on this basis was expressed only last month at the Paris Conference, which I attended, and in Security Council Resolution 2334 in December. We will continue to represent this view in our discussions with the new US Administration, bilaterally and at EU level, and in international fora such as the UN and the Quartet.

28/02/2017WRFF00800Legal Proceedings

28/02/2017WRFF00900468. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has been in 
contact with EU partners regarding a potential legal challenge to a US border tax proposal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10162/17]

28/02/2017WRFF01000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): US President Don-
ald Trump has been publicly quoted since his inauguration in January 2017 as intending to un-
dertake a comprehensive review of the US tax code.  However, as yet, no details of a potential 
reform package have been formally announced by the US Administration.  Any reform would 
have to be agreed by the Administration with both Houses of the US Congress.

 In the absence of any detailed proposal by the US authorities, it is not possible to assess 
the likely effect of a reform, nor the likelihood of a legal challenge.  Nevertheless, I availed of 
the opportunity of my recent visit to Washington DC to explore the prospects of a border ad-
justment tax with various interlocutors in the US House of Representatives and with business 
groups.

Our Embassy in Washington DC is closely monitoring this issue, is engaging with the rel-
evant stakeholders – including other EU Embassies - and is keeping the Government informed 
of developments as the tax reform debate evolves. 

  Question No. 469 answered with Question No. 454.

  Questions Nos. 470 and 471, answered with Question No. 464

28/02/2017WRFF01300Diaspora Issues

28/02/2017WRFF01400472. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of 
times the interdepartmental committee on the Irish abroad has met since it was established; if it 
has met to discuss the obstacles hindering Irish emigrants from returning to live here; and if not, 
if he will arrange a meeting of the committee to examine this issue. [10353/17]

28/02/2017WRFF01500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Interdepart-
mental Committee on the Irish Abroad was set up following the publication of Global Irish 
– Ireland’s Diaspora Policy, in March 2015.  The Committee, with participation from external 
stakeholders and Irish embassies and consulates as required, seeks to ensure that Government 
works in a joined-up way to realise the objectives of the diaspora strategy.
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The Committee is chaired by the Minister for Diaspora Affairs and brings together key 
Government Departments and State Agencies.  The Department of the Taoiseach provides the 
Secretariat for the Committee.  As set out in the Diaspora Policy, it meets on a quarterly basis 
and will report periodically to Government on the progress of the policy.

Since its inception the Committee has met on six occasions. 

Since his appointment in 2016 Minister of State Joe McHugh, T.D. has convened the Com-
mittee on a quarterly basis.  In the two meetings chaired by Minister of State McHugh to date, 
discussion of disproportionate burdens facing Irish citizens wishing to return home has been 
the main agenda item. 

Discussions chaired by Minister of State McHugh, with input from diaspora organisations 
and citizens, have identified a number of recurring issues such as: job opportunities, habitual 
residency, access to affordable housing, access to schools and affordable childcare, recognition 
and transfer of driving licences, high rates of motor insurance, recognition of qualifications, 
social protection issues including transfer of pensions.

On 24 November organisations working with citizens returning to Ireland who are financial-
ly supported by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Emigrant Support programme 
were invited to present to the Committee their experiences assisting returning emigrants. 

Departmental updates will be discussed at the next meeting of the Committee, which is 
scheduled for the end of March 2017 and the main agenda item will again be barriers and 
disproportionate burdens facing Irish citizens wishing to return home.  The timing of the next 
meeting is to allow Ministers to report back on issues raised by our communities abroad with 
them during their St Patrick’s Day travel programmes. 

  Question No. 473 answered with Question No. 454.

28/02/2017WRFF01700Ethics in Public Office Recommendations

28/02/2017WRFF01800474. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide a full report on the actions and investigations being taken on foot of the re-
ports of the Moriarty tribunal; the status of these investigations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10267/17]

28/02/2017WRFF01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy 
may wish to note that one recommendation (62.15) of the Moriarty Tribunal falls within my 
remit.  This recommendation seeks that consideration be given to Office Holders, (within the 
meaning of the Ethics in Public Office Acts, 1995 and 2001), being able to elect voluntarily to 
have their financial affairs audited by an inspector appointed by the Standards in Public Office 
Commission.  This inspection could be carried out at any time during their period in office and 
for a defined period thereafter.  

As the Deputy may be aware, a detailed review of the current statutory framework for ethics 
was undertaken by my Department.  This included examination of the recommendations of the 
Mahon and Moriarty Tribunals and other relevant recommendations, as well as international 
best practice.  On foot of this examination, the Public Sector Standards Bill 2015 was drafted 
and published on 23 December 2015.  It completed second stage in the Dáil on 20 January 2016.  
This Bill is now scheduled to recommence at Committee Stage in the Dáil on 6 April with a 
view to enactment by the summer.  
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The approach adopted in the Bill aims to secure the relevant objectives of the Tribunals to 
significantly strengthen the regulatory framework for the effective management of conflicts of 
interest and for minimising corruption risks.  It is strongly guided by the analysis and findings 
contained in the Tribunal reports.  In this context the proposed legislative reforms include, for 
example, a significant broadening of the material and personal scope of declarations of inter-
est, increased frequency of declarations where changes have taken place and broadening and 
significantly enhancing the powers of the regulator for the ethics system.  The proposals draw 
on the Moriarty recommendation and make provision for the regulator to carry out “own initia-
tive” investigations which would encompass the Moriarty recommendation relating to volun-
tary audits.

28/02/2017WRFF02000Garda Divisional Headquarters

28/02/2017WRFF02100475. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the construction of the new Garda divisional headquarters in Kevin Street, Dublin will be 
fully completed; when it will open to the public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10361/17]

28/02/2017WRFF02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): A contract was placed with JJ Rhatigan & Co. Ltd on 30 January 2015 for the con-
struction of a new Garda Divisional Headquarters at Kevin Street, Dublin. Construction works 
commenced on site in February 2015 and are due for completion by end Q.3. 2017.  Thereafter, 
the staffing and timing for the opening of the station to the public is a matter for An Garda Sío-
chána.

28/02/2017WRFF02300Flood Relief Schemes Status

28/02/2017WRFF02400476. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the necessary funding is likely to be approved for drainage and flood prevention works 
associated with the Morrell river, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10438/17]

28/02/2017WRFF02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Lower Morrell River flood relief scheme is being progressed by Kildare County 
Council (KCC) as the Contracting Authority for the scheme with funding provided by the Of-
fice of Public Works (OPW). 

I am advised that KCC and its consultants are currently finalising the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) and detailed design of the scheme which includes liaising with the various 
landowners/stakeholders who will be impacted by the proposed works.  It is envisaged that the 
scheme will be submitted for planning approval in the first half of 2017.  Funding arrangements 
to proceed with the scheme will be agreed by OPW and KCC in advance of the scheme being 
submitted for planning approval.

It is not possible to indicate when exactly works can be commenced until the scheme has 
been advanced through the planning process by the Council as outlined above.  It is hoped that 
works could commence before the end of 2017 dependent on planning approval being received. 
I can confirm that the Lower Morrell Scheme remains a priority and the OPW has included 
provision for the cost of the proposed works in its financial profiles in the period up to 2020.
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28/02/2017WRFF02600Pensions Data

28/02/2017WRFF02700477. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
annual pensions paid to each retired member of the Judiciary in each of the years 2011 to 2016, 
in tabular form. [9588/17]

28/02/2017WRFF02800478. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
details of individual lump sum payments made to a retiring member of the Judiciary for each of 
the years 2011 to 2016, in tabular form. [9589/17]

28/02/2017WRFF02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 477 and 478 together.

The following pension conditions apply to members of the judiciary: 

(1) Benefits:   The benefits provided are lump sum and pension on retirement. 

(2) Membership:   The members of the Scheme are the Judges of the Supreme Court, the 
Court of Appeal, the High Court, the Circuit Court and the District Court (note all new en-
trants to the public service on or after 1 January 2013 are in the Single Public Service Pension 
Scheme). 

(3) Contributions:   The Scheme is non-contributory.

(4) Retirement conditions:  The normal age of retirement varies as between the different 
groups of Scheme members.  For Judges of the District Court, it is age 65, but these members 
may be retained in pensionable service on a year-to-year basis beyond that age up to age 70. 
For Judges of the Circuit Court, High Court, court of Appeal and Supreme Court it is age 70 for 
members appointed on or after 15 December 1995. Judges of the Higher Courts may retire vol-
untarily with pension and lump sum benefits if they attain the appropriate age   before reaching 
their compulsory retirement age.  The appropriate age in this context means:  

(a) the age at which a Judge completes the service required for maximum benefits (15 years’ 
service); or

(b) age 65

whichever age is later.

(5) Calculation of Pension and Lump Sum:   Pension and lump sum benefits are calculated 
by reference to (i) total reckonable service and (ii) salary on the last day of service.  A minimum 
of 5 years’ reckonable service is required for benefit, and part years are reckoned on a pro rata 
basis. 

Pension comprises 

1. in the case of Judges of the District Court, 1/40th of salary per year of service; (b) in the 
case of other Judges, 1/40th of salary for each of the first 5 years’ service and 3/80ths of salary 
for each subsequent year of service; subject in all cases to a maximum of 40/80ths (i.e. half 
salary).

Lump Sum comprises  

1. in the case of Judges of the District Court who retire on or after 19 December 1996, 
6/80ths of salary per year of service; (b) in the case of Judges of the higher courts who retire on 
or after 19 December 1998, 6/80ths of salary for each of the first 5 years’ service and 18/160ths 
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of salary for each subsequent year of service, subject in all cases to a maximum of 120/80ths 
(i.e. one and one half years’ salary).

For details of the actual amount paid each year with respect to  pensions, retirement lump 
sums and death gratuities relating to judicial services, I refer the Deputy to Statement 1.4 to the 
Finance Accounts, available on the website of the Department of Finance.  This discloses this 
information for each calendar year from 2009 onwards. The 2016 accounts have not yet been 
published. 

28/02/2017WRFF03000Ministerial Allowances

28/02/2017WRFF03100479. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if all Min-
isters and Ministers of State are adhering to the guidelines for claiming travel and subsistence in 
addition to overnight accommodation expenses here; and if there has been any change in policy 
since the Government entered office. [9616/17]

28/02/2017WRFF03200480. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if any Min-
isters and or Ministers of State have claimed overnight accommodation expenses while staying 
in Dublin; and if there has been any change in policy in this area since the Government entered 
office. [9617/17]

28/02/2017WRFF03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 479 and 480 together.

A Minister or Minister of State cannot claim overnight accommodation expenses while 
staying in Dublin as all Ministers are headquartered in Dublin.

A Minister or Minister of State may claim the vouched cost of a hotel room and up to 15% 
service charge where they are required, while on official business within the State, to stay over-
night more than 100 kms from their home or headquarters.  They may also claim an overnight 
subsistence allowance equal to half of the civil service overnight rate of €125 increased by 
one-third.  

Where Ministers travel abroad including Northern Ireland they may claim for the vouched 
cost of a hotel room including tax and up to 15% service charge plus the civil service confer-
ence rate for the location increased by one third with the exception of the USA and Canada, 
where it is increased by a half. 

My Department does not maintain records of the travel costs incurred by each Minister and 
Minister of State. 

There have been no changes in policy in this area under the current Government.  

28/02/2017WRGG00200Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRGG00300481. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the legal fees incurred on FOI requests received by his Department; the staff hours involved in 
the processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9683/17]

28/02/2017WRGG00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, my Department has not incurred any legal fees on FOI requests.  My 
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Department has a dedicated FOI Unit, the staff of which receive, allocate, monitor and admin-
ister all FOI requests.  The requests are allocated to Decision Makers in the area relevant to the 
request and they conduct a complete retrieval and review of all relevant records for the request.  
There has been a significant increase in the number of FOI requests received since 2014, as set 
out in the table below:  

Year Number of requests processed
2014 206
2015 309
2016 349
The processing of FOI requests is part of the normal work of each division and my Depart-

ment does not record the staff hours involved in processing FOI requests, apart from instances 
where a search and retrieval fee is to be charged.

28/02/2017WRGG00500Flood Relief Schemes Status

28/02/2017WRGG00600482. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform the timeframe for the completion of the OPW report on the solution to the flooding 
problem at Paddy’s Bridge, Ballinhassig, County Cork and the provision of funds for the solu-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9744/17]

28/02/2017WRGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is in the process of preparing a prefeasibility re-
port to identify a possible flood relief solution with initial cost benefit analysis for Ballinhassig. 

OPW engineering staff conducted a public information event with residents of Ballinhassig, 
local representatives and Cork County Council on 16 December 2016.  The briefing highlighted 
the progress of the study to date.  It indicated that, based on initial site visits, the area appears to 
be constructed on soil with high porosity and there is a need therefore to conduct a geotechnical 
investigation of the site and a geotechnical assessment regarding the seepage characteristics of 
the soil both along the river bank and along the hill to the front of the properties in Tullybeg, 
Ballinhassig. 

The progression of the study and the cost of a possible project are dependant of the results 
of this geotechnical investigation which will be undertaken by specialists following a public 
procurement process.  Tender documents for the procurement of these consultants are nearing 
finalisation and it is hoped that this process together with the resulting geotechnical report will 
be finalised for consideration by the end of Q2 2017.

28/02/2017WRGG00800Heritage Sites

28/02/2017WRGG00900483. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to allow for more flexibility in opening times for landing on Sceilig Mhichíl (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9819/17]

28/02/2017WRGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): As the Deputy has indicated in his question, the usual opening date at Skellig Mi-
chael is approx. mid May and I can confirm that this is the target again for the 2017 season.

It is necessary at the start of each season to perform to a wide range of pre-season mainte-
nance and safety works before any visitors arrive at the island and, although there can be abnor-
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mal situations such as in 2016 when a substantial rock-fall obliterated part of the Lighthouse 
Road Wall and made visitor access highly dangerous, these pre-season tasks normally take a 
minimum of 3 to 4 weeks to complete.   Long experience shows that access to the Skellig in the 
early part of April is highly difficult and OPW works staff are not guaranteed to be able to con-
sistently access the Island with any certainty at that time.  While occasionally all weather and 
sea conditions can be relatively benign and works completed earlier than planned, these occur-
rences are very much the exception.  The experience of OPW Management over many seasons 
operating at Skellig has been that in the majority of years, works would only be completed and 
access to the public permissible by the middle of May.

As Skellig Michael is an international destination which draws visitors from many coun-
tries, it is necessary to announce the opening date at least 4 – 6 weeks in advance.  It is not 
feasible, given the unpredictability of sea and weather conditions, the lead times involved in 
works, contracting Guide staff, completing safety training with local emergency services etc., 
to announce an earlier date which has a practical degree of certainty.

28/02/2017WRGG01100Public Sector Pay

28/02/2017WRGG01200484. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if re-
tired public servants will be engaged with as part of the Public Sector Pay Commission; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9849/17]

28/02/2017WRGG01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 356 on 21 February 2017.

  Under the remit set out in its terms of reference, the Public Service Pay Commission is 
tasked with reporting to Government on the pay of public servants, in the context of the Finan-
cial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Acts.  The Commission’s remit does 
not extend to considering the position of retired public servants. 

The Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) applies as a progressively structured imposi-
tion on public service pensions in payment to retired public servants under terms set out in the 
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Act  2010, as amended. PSPR is 
being significantly reversed in three stages under FEMPI 2015, with PSPR-affected pension-
ers getting pension increases via substantial restoration of the PSPR cuts on 1 January 2016, 
1 January 2017 and 1 January 2018.  When fully rolled out from 1 January 2018, the changes 
will mean that all public service pensions with pre-PSPR values of up to €34,132 will be fully 
exempt from PSPR, while those pensioners not fully removed from the reach of PSPR will, in 
the majority of cases, benefit by €1,680 per year.  The cost of these changes is estimated at about 
€90 million on a full-year basis from 2018.

Both I and officials of my Department have engaged with representatives of the Alliance of 
Retired Public Servants and will continue to do so, to ensure retired public servants and their 
representatives have a suitable and appropriate opportunity to articulate their issues and con-
cerns in relation to public service pensions in payment. 

28/02/2017WRGG01400Living Wage

28/02/2017WRGG01500485. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in 
agencies funded by his department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10105/17]
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28/02/2017WRGG01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, the following table outlines the annual cost of implementing a living 
wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed or in agencies funded by my Department:

Organisation Annual Cost
Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform

€835,547

Institute of Public Administration (IPA) No additional cost 
Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) No additional cost
Public Appointments Service €129,850
Office of the Ombudsman €50,983
State Laboratory €5,834
The reply in relation to the Office of Public Works will follow within the next ten days in 

accordance with Standing Order 42A.   

28/02/2017WRGG01700Community Employment Schemes Administration

28/02/2017WRGG01800486. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Question No. 172 of 19 January 2017, if the community sector high-level forum or working 
group, previously the informal forum, which was convened to examine certain issues pertaining 
to the community employment sector has met to date in 2017 or set a date for the meeting; if so, 
the outcome of the meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10224/17]

28/02/2017WRGG01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The forum 
met on Friday 24 February 2017.  The minutes of the meeting will be published on my Depart-
ment’s website in due course.

28/02/2017WRGG02000Defence Forces Remuneration

28/02/2017WRGG02100487. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the awarded increase in the Army Ranger wing allowance backdated to 1 June 2006 which 
was awarded on 27 September 2010 by the adjudicator under the conciliation and arbitration 
scheme for members of the Permanent Defence Force (details supplied) will be paid; if the 
minimum pay raise has or will be applied and the pay review carried out; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10297/17]

28/02/2017WRGG02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The particular 
Adjudicator’s finding in question falls under Paragraph 1.16  of the Public Service Agreement 
2010 - 2014 i.e. the Croke Park Agreement, which states that “The position concerning Public 
Service pay, including any outstanding adjudication findings, will be reviewed in Spring 2011 
in accordance with the statutory requirement under both the Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest Acts of 2009 to review the operation, effectiveness and impact of the Acts 
before 30 June 2011, and every year thereafter.” 

It is further the position in relation to this Adjudicator’s finding that under paragraph 5.3 of 
the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2018, i.e. the Lansdowne Road Agreement, “the 
Parties have agreed that any outstanding adjudication findings as referred to in paragraph 1.16 
of the Public Service Agreement 2010 - 2014 will be reviewed jointly by the Parties prior to 
the expiry of this Agreement.”  Accordingly it is the case that the Adjudicator’s finding in ques-
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tion remains subject to this review process. 

28/02/2017WRGG02300Public Sector Pensions Legislation

28/02/2017WRGG02400488. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will restore public service pensions fully by mid-2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10310/17]

28/02/2017WRGG02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 362 on 24 January 2017.

The FEMPI measure in respect of public service pensioners is the Public Service Pension 
Reduction (PSPR).  The PSPR reduces the pay-out value of pensions with pre-PSPR values 
above specified thresholds in a progressively structured way which has a proportionately greater 
effect on higher value pensions.  At all times, public service pensions up to a value of €12,000 
have been unaffected by PSPR, while a higher exemption threshold of €32,500 has applied to 
pensions awarded from 1 March 2012 onwards.

PSPR is being significantly reversed in three stages under FEMPI 2015, with PSPR-affected 
pensioners getting pension increases via substantial restoration of the PSPR cuts on 1 Janu-
ary 2016, 1 January 2017 and 1 January 2018.  When fully rolled-out from 1 January 2018, 
the changes will mean that all public service pensions with pre-PSPR values of up to €34,132 
will be fully exempt from PSPR, while those pensioners not fully removed from the reach of 
PSPR will, in the majority of cases, benefit by €1,680 per year. The cost of these changes is 
estimated at about €90 million on a full-year basis from 2018.

As we move beyond FEMPI and PSPR restoration towards more normal pay and pension 
setting conditions in the public service, the issue of how to adjust the post-award value of public 
service pensions through appropriate pay or other linkages will be considered by Government. 

28/02/2017WRGG02600Foreshore Licence Applications

28/02/2017WRGG02700489. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she is satisfied that the response of the Heritage Council, when official-
ly consulted regarding a foreshore lease application (details supplied) to construct an offshore 
electricity generation station on Galway Bay, meets her Department’s statutory obligations, 
in view of the project’s nature, size and location amid the sensitive and protected landscapes 
and seascapes of Connemara and the Burren; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9566/17]

28/02/2017WRGG02800490. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she is satisfied that the response given by the National Parks and Wild-
life Service’s development applications unit, when consulted regarding a foreshore lease appli-
cation (details supplied) to construct an offshore electricity generation station on Galway Bay, 
meets her Department’s statutory obligations, in view of the project’s nature, size and location; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9567/17]

28/02/2017WRGG02900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 489 and 490 together.

It is my understanding that under the Foreshore Act, 1933, a decision in relation to the lease 
of foreshore in this instance is a matter for the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
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Local Government. 

In accordance with Regulation 27 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habi-
tats) Regulations 2011 (2011 Regulations) it is a matter for that Minister to exercise his func-
tions in compliance with the requirements of the Habitats Directive, the Birds Directive and the 
2011 Regulations. The regulations make it clear that the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, 
Rural and Gaeltacht affairs shall not undertake the responsibilities of other public authorities, 
including Ministers, in this regard. 

My Department through its National Parks and Wildlife Service provided observations on 
the application, and I am satisfied that they were appropriate. 

My Department noted that the construction and operation of the renewable energy test site 
is unlikely to have a negative interaction with Natura 2000 nature conservation sites due to the 
nature and location of the works, but   set out a number of mitigation measures that should be 
required to avoid any negative interaction with protected marine mammals, including provision 
for further consideration of devices which might be deployed in the future.   

The Heritage Council is an independent organisation set up under the Heritage Act 1995 
under the aegis of my Department and is separately a statutory consultee to the planning process 
as a prescribed body under the Planning and Development Acts 2000, as amended. Observa-
tions made by the Heritage Council in this regard are primarily a matter for Council.   

28/02/2017WRGG03000Arts Centres

28/02/2017WRGG03100491. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the methodology she used in the determination of grant allocations under 
a new capital funding scheme for cultural centres under which €9 million was available; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [9637/17]

28/02/2017WRGG03200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Arts and Culture Capital Scheme was specifically targeted at supporting our 
regional arts centres with applications invited from arts and cultural centres across the country.

In total, 106 applications were received by the Department.  The detailed selection criteria 
and eligibility requirements were published in the Guidelines of the Scheme.  There was a two 
stage assessment process.  The first stage involved all applications being reviewed on receipt to 
ensure eligibility. All eligible applications were then forwarded to an Assessment Panel which 
undertook the second stage of the assessment of the applications which advanced from stage 
one.  The Assessment Panel reviewed each eligible application within the defined criteria and 
scored them accordingly. The recommendations were then forwarded to me for decision as set 
out in the published scheme conditions.  Following these assessment processes 56 projects are 
being funded. 

This capital scheme is the most significant investment in arts and cultural centres in a de-
cade and will target investment at a range of different facilities, including arts centres, theatres, 
galleries and museums, as well as artists’ studios and creative spaces.  This kind of investment 
is at the centre of what I am trying to achieve through Creative Ireland and the Action Plan for 
Rural Development. 

28/02/2017WRGG03300Freedom of Information Data
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28/02/2017WRGG03400492. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the legal fees incurred on FOI requests received by her Department; the 
staff hours involved in the processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9672/17]

28/02/2017WRGG03500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department has not incurred any legal fees on FOI requests received during 
the period in question.

Dealing with FOI requests is part of the usual duties of officials and the time spent on pro-
cessing such requests is not monitored separately.  However, I am advised that an exercise car-
ried out by my officials in 2016 on a sample number of cases suggested that an overall average 
of twelve hours staff time is spent on the processing of each FOI request received. 

The total number of FOI requests received in each of the years in question is set out below. 
For completeness, non-legal charges in respect of the search, retrieval and other costs incurred 
in responding to these FOI requests were levied in respect of one FOI request in each of these 
years.   

Year Total FOI Requests Received 
2016 169 
2015 163 
2014 84 

28/02/2017WRGG03600Architectural Heritage

28/02/2017WRGG03700493. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she will issue a final reply to correspondence (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [9689/17]

28/02/2017WRGG03800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): As the Deputy is aware, the Abbey in question is owned and managed by the lo-
cal authority and therefore the carrying out of any works to the structure would primarily be a 
matter for Donegal County Council itself.

In excess of 1,000 national monuments at over 700 locations are in direct State care, includ-
ing notable sites in County Donegal such as Donegal Castle, Doe Castle and Grianan of Aile-
ach.  Significant resources are required to properly manage and maintain these monuments and, 
as a consequence, I regret that my Department is not in a position to either take responsibility 
for the maintenance of the Abbey or to provide any discretionary financial assistance for that 
purpose outside of normal heritage funding schemes. 

The funding arrangements that are in place with the support of funding from my Depart-
ment to aid the protection of our built heritage, operated in some cases by the local authorities, 
include:

- The Structures at Risk Fund, with an allocation in 2017 of €824,000, assists conservation 
works to privately or publicly owned heritage structures that are protected under the Planning 
and Development Acts and are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  The fund is 
administered through the local authorities and seeks to encourage the regeneration and reuse of 
heritage properties and to help to secure the preservation of protected structures which might 
otherwise be lost.
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- The Built Heritage Investment Scheme which was launched on 21 October 2015 assists 
with the repair and conservation of protected structures, and is also administered through lo-
cal authorities.  The scheme, which has an allocation of €2 million, will support a significant 
number of projects across the country and help to create employment in the conservation and 
construction industries, while helping to regenerate urban and rural areas.

- The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, provides grants for the protection and 
preservation of the built heritage. 

I would hope that one of these schemes might help to provide a solution in this case.

28/02/2017WRHH00200CLÁR Programme

28/02/2017WRHH00300494. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the number of projects in County Tipperary that have been received under the 
CLÁR programme; the value of funding allocated for those projects; if there are still funds 
available under this programme for County Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9784/17]

28/02/2017WRHH00400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR programme, which provides funding for small 
scale infrastructural projects in rural areas which have suffered the greatest levels of population 
decline, was closed for new applications in 2009.

In October 2016, I reopened the programme and invited all Local Authorities with desig-
nated CLÁR areas to make submissions under the scheme under the following measures:

- Measure 1: Safety Measures for Schools and Community/Sports Facilities

- Measure 2: Playgrounds and Multi-Use Games Areas

- Measure 3: Local Access Roads. 

Tipperary County Council submitted 48 applications for funding for Safety Measures for 
Schools and Community/Sports Facilities. 43   proposals of these proposals were approved and 
were allocated funding to the total value of €371,000.

Details of the individual projects approved under each measure of the 2016 CLÁR pro-
gramme, and the amount of funding allocated to each project, is available on my Department’s 
website at http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/rural/rural-development/clar-2016/   

All funding available for the 2016 CLÁR programme was fully allocated.  However, I have 
secured a budget of €5 million for CLÁR for 2017.  Details of the particular measures to be 
funded this year will be announced shortly.  The programme will be open to CLÁR areas in 
County Tipperary.   

28/02/2017WRHH00500Architectural Heritage

28/02/2017WRHH00600495. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if grant assistance is available for the restoration of a listed and protected 
building (detail supplied) in County Mayo; the detail of the application process for grant assis-
tance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9827/17]
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28/02/2017WRHH00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My role, as Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, 
with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage, is set out in the 
provisions of relevant legislation, as are the role of local authorities and the responsibilities of 
owners as regards heritage assets.

There are a number of ways in which my Department and other bodies act in respect of 
possible heritage sites/buildings deemed to be at risk.  Financial support is provided through 
a number of structured schemes for the repair, conservation, preservation or safeguarding of 
protected structures, sites or monuments. 

Both the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2017 and the Structures at Risk Fund 2017 are 
open for applications throughout the month of February.  Applications are made via the relevant 
local authority.  Details of the schemes are available on my Department’s website and each lo-
cal authority will have details of the application process for their areas on their own websites. 

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2017 is for the repair and conservation of structures 
that are protected under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  The scheme 
aims to support a significant number of labour-intensive, small-scale conservation projects 
across the country and to support the employment of skilled and experienced conservation 
professionals, craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic built environment.  I 
understand that the building in question was in receipt of grant funding under the scheme of just 
under €10,000 in 2016. 

The Structures at Risk Fund 2017 helps with conservation works to heritage structures, 
in both private and public ownership that are protected under the Planning and Development 
Acts and are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  This fund is again administered 
through the local authorities and seeks to encourage the regeneration and reuse of heritage 
properties, and give support to owners/occupiers in their long-term commitment to securing the 
future of the architectural heritage which might otherwise be lost. 

My Department also funds the Heritage Council, which provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports annually, having regard to competing priorities for limited resources.  
They have just announced their Community Heritage Grant Scheme 2017, which is open for 
applications from 1 March 2017. Information on the scheme is available on their website.  

28/02/2017WRHH00800Arts in Education Charter

28/02/2017WRHH00900496. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the progress on the implementation of the Arts in Education Charter; the next 
objectives for her Department; if the charter has had any specific successes to date; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [9978/17]

28/02/2017WRHH01000497. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the contribution by the State to youth based arts initiatives by contribution, 
from the Arts Council, local authorities, her Department or otherwise; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [9979/17]

28/02/2017WRHH01100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 496 and 497 together.



Questions - Written Answers

376

The Programme for a Partnership Government commits to the continued implementation of 
the Arts in Education Charter  and my Department is working closely with the Department of 
Education and Skills and the Arts Council to deliver the objectives of the Charter. 

The work of the two Departments and the Arts Council in implementing the Charter is 
achieved largely through existing structures such as education centres. Good progress has been 
made to date in terms of launching Ireland’s first Arts in Education Portal,  holding National 
Arts and Education Days and developing Teacher Artist Partnerships through the Education 
and Training Centres.  Indeed, the research report into exploring Teacher-Artist Partnership as a 
Model of CPD for Supporting and Enhancing Arts Education in Ireland will be launched tomor-
row in the Department of Education and Science. 

The Arts Council’s ten-year strategy - Making Great Art Work 2016-2025 - places specific 
emphasis on the need to plan and provide for children and young people.  The strategy also 
commits to working to achieve full implementation of the Arts in Education Charter. Arising 
from the significant increase of support of €5m which I secured for the Arts Council as part of 
Budget 2017, I am pleased to say that Arts Council funding in this area for 2017 has in turn 
increased from €3.1m in 2016 to €3.7m this year.  This is a very clear indication that the Arts 
Council is prioritising arts participation by young people and children.   

In addition to the Charter, the Creative Ireland Programme,which the Taoiseach and I 
launched in December, places a special focus on “Enabling the Creative Potential of Every 
Child”. Building on the Arts in Education Charter this will involve the development of an inte-
grated plan to enable every child in Ireland to access tuition in music, drama, art and coding by 
2022.  My Department will be working with relevant Departments and other stakeholders over 
the coming months to develop this plan.  

28/02/2017WRHH01200Living Wage

28/02/2017WRHH01300498. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the cost of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees di-
rectly employed or in agencies funded by her Department; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10094/17]

28/02/2017WRHH01400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am advised that, based on current staffing and pay levels, the estimated addi-
tional annual cost of introducing an hourly wage of €11.50 for all employees, employed both 
directly in my Department and in agencies under its aegis and who are not already paid that 
amount or more, would be in the order of €2 99, 000.

28/02/2017WRHH01500Hen Harriers Threat Response Plan

28/02/2017WRHH01600499. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if a person (details supplied) is entitled to hen harrier compensation; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10213/17]

28/02/2017WRHH01700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department was in correspondence with the named individual and a farm 
planner in relation to drawing up a plan for the NPWS Farm Plan Scheme, but a plan was never 
submitted.  It is not the case that an individual cannot farm their lands because of a designation.  
Two farming related activities require consent: removal of field boundaries and agricultural 
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improvement of heath-bog, both of which would normally require consent anywhere in the 
country (including outside of designated areas) under the Terms and Conditions of the Basic 
Payment Scheme, the EIA (Agriculture) Regulations 2011 and/or the Planning and Develop-
ment Regulations 2011. 

My Department fully recognises the value of farming in the Hen Harrier Special Protection 
Areas to contribute biodiversity, landscape and other environmental benefits including flood 
mitigation and carbon sequestration. 

There are significant payments available under existing and forthcoming agri-environment 
schemes.  I understand that the person to whom this question refers may be a participant in the 
AEOS 2 scheme. 

I am also aware that farmers in Hen Harrier Special Protection Areas are prioritised by the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine for entry to GLAS and GLAS+ and the up-
coming Locally-led Agri-Environment Scheme for Hen Harriers.  Furthermore, my Department 
has worked with the Department of Agriculture to seek to ensure that maximum area of lands 
within Hen Harrier SPAs that are managed favourably for the species are determined as eligible 
for the Basic Payment Scheme.

28/02/2017WRHH01800Arts Funding

28/02/2017WRHH01900500. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the reason County Louth, and Drogheda in particular, has been overlooked in 
the recent €9 million which has been allocated to 56 arts and culture centres around the country. 
[10316/17]

28/02/2017WRHH02000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I recently announced details of more than €9 million in capital funding for arts 
and culture centres across the country.  This capital scheme is the most significant investment in 
arts and cultural centres in a decade and will target investment at a range of different facilities, 
including arts centres, theatres, galleries and museums, as well as artists’ studios and creative 
spaces.  This kind of investment is at the centre of what I am trying to achieve through Creative 
Ireland and the Action Plan for Rural Development.  The Arts and Culture Capital Scheme was 
considerably over-subscribed.  The Department received 106 applications in total under Stream 
1 and 2 seeking total funding of over €20m with eligible requests for funding totalling over 
€14.6m.  Following the assessment process, 56 projects are being funded. 

Of the 106 applications, two were from organisations in Co Louth. Unfortunately both of 
these applications were ineligible under the terms of the scheme.  The Department will how-
ever, be happy to engage with each applicant in relation to their specific application.  Unsuc-
cessful applicants have also been informed of the Stream 3 small capital grant scheme for arts 
and cultural facilities which I will be announcing shortly. 

28/02/2017WRHH02100National Archives

28/02/2017WRHH02200501. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs when the next five years of the papers will be published in view of the 
fact that the years 1818 to 1822 of the Chief Secretary’s office registered papers by the National 
Archives are published. [10345/17]
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28/02/2017WRHH02300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Deputy is referring to a project at the National Archives, to catalogue to 
international archival standards, the Chief Secretary ‘s Office Registered Papers from 1818 to 
1852.  The Chief Secretary for Ireland was the Government Minister of the British Cabinet with 
responsibility for governing Ireland from the early 19th century until the end of British rule.  
This project will facilitate public access to one of the most valuable sources of original mate-
rial for research on Ireland in the first half of the nineteenth century.  There are currently three 
archivists employed on the project.

The catalogue records for the years 1823 – 1827 have been completed and they are in the 
process of being edited for online publication in addition to the drafting of other contextual 
material.  It is expected that these will be made available on line later in 2017.   

The project was originally made possible by a bequest from the late Professor Francis J 
Crowley.  Born in New Haven, Connecticut, Professor Crowley was educated at Yale and Princ-
eton, and became a professor of French at the University of California at Los Angeles. Both his 
parents were born in Ireland, and in his will he bequeathed most of his estate to Ireland to be 
used for the preservation of records of the history of the Irish people.  

28/02/2017WRHH02400Leader Programmes Funding

28/02/2017WRHH02500502. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the reason services to the equine industry appear to have been removed from 
the list of projects eligible to be funded from LEADER funding in view of the fact this is hav-
ing a huge impact to the LEADER programme in counties such as Meath in which the equine 
industry is a substantial employer in the rural area; if this will be reviewed to allow such proj-
ects to remain eligible for LEADER funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10402/17]

28/02/2017WRHH02600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The race and sport horse industries were deemed as ineligible activities under the 
2007-2013 LEADER programme.  However, support for ancillary activities for the provision of 
services to those industries was eligible where this was in keeping with the Local Development 
Strategies developed in each area.  Ancillary activities included a broad range of actions, such 
as equestrian centre and riding school projects.  In light of the considerable level of investment 
already undertaken in ancillary activities under the previous programme, it was decided that 
support for such activities would not be eligible under the 2014-2020 LEADER programme.  
However, in the period since I launched the implementation of the new LEADER Programme 
in July last year, it has become clear to me that there is still some demand for further investment 
in ancillary activities, particularly where this contributes to rural tourism. 

I have therefore announced that I am amending the ineligible list of activities to allow for 
funding of ancillary activities for the equine industry.  This will be on a targeted basis, with 
a particular emphasis on ensuring that the supported infrastructure is widely accessible to the 
public.

28/02/2017WRHH02700Departmental Budgets

28/02/2017WRHH02800503. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the expenditure to date of the capital carryover from 2016; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10471/17]
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28/02/2017WRHH02900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Oireachtas provides approval for the carryover amounts through its approv-
al of the Appropriation Bill and the Estimates.  Provision is made in the Revised Estimates 
Volume for the capital carryover amount by subhead and in a Ministerial Order to be made by 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform before 31 March in the year of carryover.  The 
making by the Minister of this Order renders capital expenditure on the programmes, which 
have been included in the Order, a first charge against the carryover amounts for those pro-
grammes.  As such a Ministerial Order has not yet been made in 2017, no expenditure has been 
incurred by my Department this year against capital carryover.

28/02/2017WRHH03000Rural Development Policy

28/02/2017WRHH03100504. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the details of the work carried out under various regional and rural schemes 
since 1 January 2017 for which prepayments were made to local authorities before the end of 
2016; the amount of mature liabilities that have been approved by her Department for work 
completed; the number of inspections carried out on this work; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10472/17]

28/02/2017WRHH03200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring):  As part of the Government’s programme to support rural 
development, a number of initiatives including CLÁR, the Rural Recreation Scheme, the Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme, and REDZ (Rural Economic Development Zones) were launched 
by my Department during 2016.  In general, these initiatives were implemented through the 
Local Authorities.  All funding was made available in line with the sanction received from the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and on the basis of funding agreements signed 
with the Local Authorities. 

I am very conscious of the need to ensure that all funds allocated to the Local Authorities 
under these schemes are fully accounted for.  In this context, my Department is working closely 
with the Local Authorities to ensure that all expenditure is in line with the Public Spending 
Code and that the funding is spent promptly and in accordance with the project proposals. 

My officials are engaged in establishing the most up-to-date position with regard to project 
expenditure and work completed in respect of all of the schemes in question and I will be happy 
to update the Deputy when this information has been compiled.  A programme of inspections 
will also be initiated on the basis of this information. 

28/02/2017WRHH03300Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge

28/02/2017WRHH03400505. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an bhfuil sé i gceist an ráta laethúil a íoctar le teaghlaigh 
faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge a ardú i mbliana; cén uair atá sé i gceist aici a rá go de-
imhnitheach an bhfuil an ráta le hardú nó nach bhfuil; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[10473/17]

28/02/2017WRHH03500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Tá an cheist maidir leis an ráta deontais a íocfar le teaghlaigh 
faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge i 2017 á breithniú agam faoi láthair i gcomhar leis an 
Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe.  Táthar ag súil le cinneadh ina taobh a fhógairt 
go luath.
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Le cúinsí airgid mar a bhí le roinnt blianta, tá mé sásta a rá go raibh ar chumas mo Roinne 
an deontas a íoctar le teaghlaigh a choinneáil ag an ráta céanna le cúpla bliain anuas.  Is fiú a 
nótáil chomh maith go bhfuil aon airgead a shaothraíonn teaghlaigh faoin scéim saor ó cháin 
agus nach gcuirtear san áireamh é ach oiread agus iarratais ar íocaíochtaí leasa shóisialaí ón 
Roinn Coimirce Sóisialaí á meas.

28/02/2017WRHH03600Calafoirt agus Céanna

28/02/2017WRHH03700506. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén uair atá sé i gceist aici treoir fhoirmiúil a thabhairt do 
Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe maidir le Céibh Inis Meáin; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [10474/17]

28/02/2017WRHH03800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Mar thoradh ar theagmhálacha a bhí agam le déanaí le hion-
adaithe Inis Meáin, ionadaithe poiblí agus páirtithe leasmhara eile san áireamh, tá iarrtha agam 
ar oifigigh mo Roinne dul i dteagmháil le Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe féachaint cén réam-
hobair a d’fhéadfaí a dhéanamh i mbliana chun an fhorbairt ar Chéim III de Ché an Chalaidh 
Mhóir a thabhairt chun cinn.  

28/02/2017WRHH03900Magdalen Laundries

28/02/2017WRHH04000507. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
to date on the mechanism to deal with health care for survivors of the Magdalen laundries who 
live overseas (details supplied) [9772/17]

28/02/2017WRHH04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Quirke Report recommended that a 
provision of a comprehensive suite of health services be provided to the Magdalen Women.  A 
specific medical card has been issued to these women so they can access the enhanced health 
services they require without charge. 

Although the Quirke Report did not make a recommendation that health services be pro-
vided to Magdalen women abroad, the Irish Government decided that practical arrangements 
should be put in place to support these women.  The HSE is currently exploring the arrange-
ments to be put in place for these women.  It is an extremely complex matter as health systems 
around the world vary in organisation and each system is practically unique and equally com-
plex.  Work in ongoing and it is hoped to have practical arrangements in place for these women 
in the near future.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

28/02/2017WRHH04200HSE Reports

28/02/2017WRHH04300508. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason the report into 
psychiatric services in County Roscommon has not been published, despite it being circa 12 
months overdue and there being no legal impediment in same being published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9958/17]
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28/02/2017WRHH04400509. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when the report into psy-
chiatric services in County Roscommon will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9959/17]

28/02/2017WRHH04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 508 and 509 together.

In the context of concerns raised some time ago concerning Mental Health Services in 
Roscommon, the HSE commissioned an independent review of the quality, safety and gover-
nance of these local services.  This Review commenced on 28 August 2015, and is being con-
ducted by a Team external to the Executive.  It was initially envisaged that the Review would be 
completed by March 2016.  Given the scale of the Review, and the legal and other complexities 
involved, the Team sought extensions to the original timeframe for the Review. I understand 
that a Report on this matter will be delivered to the HSE in the near future.  As this is a opera-
tional matter, I am referring the Deputy’s questions to the HSE for a more detailed response.

28/02/2017WRJJ00200Disability Services Funding

28/02/2017WRJJ00300510. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he, or a body under the ae-
gis of his Department, has received correspondence from an organisation (details supplied) in 
respect of funding; if he will liaise with this organisation and the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs to ensure that parenting programmes and summer groups receive additional fund-
ing needed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9973/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRJJ00500Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRJJ00600511. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9557/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.
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28/02/2017WRJJ00800Home Help Service Provision

28/02/2017WRJJ00900512. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the status of home help for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9558/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

28/02/2017WRJJ01100Medicinal Products Prices

28/02/2017WRJJ01200513. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied) [9560/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

28/02/2017WRJJ01400Medicinal Products Availability

28/02/2017WRJJ01500514. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding Respreeza; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9561/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ01600565. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the drug 
respreeza continues to be made available for persons suffering from genetic emphysema; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9822/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ01700598. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if he will request a meeting with a 
company (details supplied) and seek a price reduction in the drug respreeza, which is used to 
treat patients with severe lung disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10149/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ01800648. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 189 of 22 February 2017 his plans to assist those persons that had been on a compas-
sionate based programme of the drug (details supplied); if he will intervene to ensure a mecha-
nism is put in place to ensure access is continued for those person in receipt of the drug; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10391/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 514, 565, 
598 and 648 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medi-
cines under the community drugs schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

In reaching its decision, the HSE examines all the evidence which may be relevant in its 
view for the decision (including the information /dossier submitted by the Company) and will 
take into account such expert opinions and recommendations which may have been sought by 
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the HSE at its sole discretion (for example, from the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics). 

In considering an application, the HSE will also have regard to Part 1 and Part 3 of Schedule 
3 of the 2013 Act. Part 3 requires the HSE to have regard to the following criteria:

- the health needs of the public;

 - the cost-effectiveness of meeting health needs by supplying the item concerned rather 
than providing other health services;

- the availability and suitability of items for supply or reimbursement;

- the proposed costs, benefits and risks of the item or listed item relative to therapeutically 
similar items or listed items provided in other health service settings and the level of certainty 
in relation to the evidence of those costs, benefits and risks;

- the potential or actual budget impact of the item or listed item;

- the clinical need for the item or listed item;

- the appropriate level of clinical supervision required in relation to the item to ensure pa-
tient safety;

- the efficacy (performance in trial), effectiveness (performance in real situations) and added 
therapeutic benefit against existing standards of treatment (how much better it treats a condition 
than existing therapies); and

- the resources available to the HSE. 

I am informed that the HSE received a request and economic dossier from the manufac-
turer of Respreeza for maintenance treatment of emphysema in adults with documented severe 
alpha1-proteinase inhibitor deficiency.

In June of last year the HSE asked the NCPE to carry out a health technology assessment 
on the cost effectiveness of this treatment.  The NCPE completed its assessment and made a 
recommendation on 9 December 2016.  The NCPE determined that the manufacturer failed to 
demonstrate cost-effectiveness of the drug and did not recommend it for reimbursement.

A summary of the health technology assessment has been published on the NCPE website 
and is available at:http://www.ncpe.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/NCPE-website-summary_
Final.pdf  .

The HSE considers the NCPE assessment, and other expert advice, as part of its decision-
making process for reimbursement and is made on objective, scientific and economic grounds 
by the HSE in line with the 2013 Act.

The HSE has confirmed that the drug Respreeza was considered by HSE Drugs Group 
which did not make a recommendation for reimbursement on clinical grounds.  The HSE Lead-
ership team has accepted the Drugs Group recommendation of non-reimbursement.

Under the HSE statutory assessment process the HSE is required to set out a notice of any 
proposed decision to an applicant company.  The HSE is legally required to provide at least a 
28 days period (from the formal written notice of proposal) to enable the pharmaceutical com-
pany to consider any such proposal not to reimburse and to make representations to the HSE if 
it wishes to do so.  The HSE is legally required to consider any such representations in advance 
of a formal decision.
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Therefore as the statutory process is still on-going the Company has an opportunity to have 
further discussions with the HSE. 

In relation to the compassionate access scheme operated by the manufacturer, CSL Beh-
ring, I note and welcome the decision of the Company to extend the scheme by a further two 
months.  However it is important to point out that the operation of such compassionate schemes 
is at the discretion of manufacturers. I as Minister for Health have no role in the operation of 
these schemes.  There is no provision in Irish legislation for the approval of compassionate use 
programmes for specific groups of patients with an unmet medical need. 

I have previously said that any attempts by manufacturers to link continued access for pa-
tients already being treated with a new medicine with decisions under the statutory reimburse-
ment process is both inappropriate and unethical and that manufacturers should operate such 
schemes in a compassionate and not a commercially-motivated manner.

28/02/2017WRJJ02000Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRJJ02100515. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if his Department will review 
the decision not to award funding for an armchair to an adult special needs day service (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9569/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRJJ02300Medicinal Products Availability

28/02/2017WRJJ02400516. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health his plans to roll-out the use of the 
drug Abiraterone (details supplied). [9572/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the community drug schemes or as a hospital medicine, the company must first 
submit an application to the HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list or 
to be priced as a hospital medicine.  

Abiraterone has been reimbursed under the community drugs scheme since 2012 for the 
treatment of metastatic castration resistant prostate cancer (mCRPC) which has progressed on 
or after a docetaxel-based chemotherapy regimen and has been reimbursed since May 2015 
for the treatment of mCRPC in adult men who are asymptomatic or mildly symptomatic after 
failure of androgen deprivation therapy in whom chemotherapy is not yet clinically indicated.

The company must submit a separate application to extend a treatment to a new cohort of 
patients or for a different indication of the drug.  Each application is considered separately on 
its merits and in line with the 2013 Act. 

For a medicine to be considered for reimbursement by the HSE it must first have a mar-
keting authorisation from the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory 
Authority, before being assessed under the 2013 Act.



28 February 2017

385

28/02/2017WRJJ02600Health Services Funding

28/02/2017WRJJ02700517. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the status of funding for a sling 
and adult changing tray required for a facility (details supplied); if he will expedite this funding; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9578/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRJJ02900Respite Care Services Provision

28/02/2017WRJJ03000518. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding respite care in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9582/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRJJ03200Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRJJ03300519. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Meath will be provided a date for heart surgery; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9583/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

28/02/2017WRJJ03500Medicinal Products Availability
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28/02/2017WRJJ03600520. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his Department’s current esti-
mate for the relocation of the Rotunda Hospital to Blanchardstown; and the estimated costs of 
both the maternity hospital and any required upgrading to Connolly Hospital [9593/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ03700521. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the current timeframe for the 
relocation of the Rotunda Hospital to Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown [9594/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ03800522. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his Department’s current esti-
mate for the relocation of the Coombe Hospital to St James’s Hospital; and the estimated costs 
of both the maternity hospital and any required upgrading to St James’s Hospital. [9595/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ03900523. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the current timeframe for the 
relocation of the Coombe Hospital to St James’s Hospital [9596/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ04000524. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his Department’s current estimate 
for the relocation of Limerick maternity hospital to Dooradoyle; and the estimated costs of both 
the maternity hospital and any required upgrading to University Hospital Limerick [9597/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ04100525. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the current timeframe for the 
relocation of Limerick maternity hospital to Dooradoyle [9598/17]

28/02/2017WRJJ04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 520 to 525, 
inclusive, together.

The redevelopment of the Rotunda, Coombe Women and Infants and Limerick Maternity 
Hospital are three major infrastructure projects.  The model of stand-alone maternity hospitals 
is not the norm internationally.  Government policy is therefore to co-locate all remaining ma-
ternity hospitals with adult acute services in order to provide optimal clinical outcomes.  Co-
location of maternity services with adult services provides mothers with access to a full range 
of medical and support services should the need arise.  Tri-location with paediatric services 
ensures immediate access on-site to paediatric services when foetal or neonatal surgery is re-
quired.  The availability of these services helps ensure the delivery of an optimum, safe service, 
particularly for high risk mothers and babies.  

The project to redevelop the National Maternity Hospital will progress to planning stage 
very shortly.  The other three maternity hospital projects are at a very early development stage 
and it would be premature to provide any indicative time frames for completion, or cost esti-
mates, at this point.  Costs will of course differ from project to project and will be determined, 
in part, by any requirement to upgrade facilities at the host hospital.

28/02/2017WRKK00200Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRKK00300526. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry will be given a date for an ear, nose and throat appointment in Mallow General 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9613/17]

28/02/2017WRKK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
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has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

28/02/2017WRKK00500Medical Card Applications

28/02/2017WRKK00600527. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in de-
termination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9614/17]

28/02/2017WRKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

28/02/2017WRKK00800Medical Card Applications

28/02/2017WRKK00900528. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in de-
termination of medical card renewals in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9618/17]

28/02/2017WRKK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

28/02/2017WRKK01100Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

28/02/2017WRKK01200529. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will review correspondence 
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(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9619/17]

28/02/2017WRKK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to thank the Deputy for bringing this 
matter to my attention.  The correspondence supplied by the Deputy has been reviewed and as 
it relates to a complaint made to the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the Board for its attention and direct reply within 10 working days.

28/02/2017WRKK01400Home Help Service

28/02/2017WRKK01500530. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate a matter 
with regard to a person (details supplied) concerning home help hours; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9643/17]

28/02/2017WRKK01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRKK01700HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

28/02/2017WRKK01800531. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the total agency spend at Uni-
versity Hospital Galway for each of the years 2011 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9644/17]

28/02/2017WRKK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

28/02/2017WRKK02000Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRKK02100532. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [9645/17]

28/02/2017WRKK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

28/02/2017WRKK02300Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRKK02400533. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [9646/17]

28/02/2017WRKK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

28/02/2017WRKK02600Health Services

28/02/2017WRKK02700534. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the reply 
referred to in correspondence (details supplied). [9648/17]

28/02/2017WRKK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, I can 
confirm that a reply to the correspondence referred to has issued.

28/02/2017WRKK02900Hospitals Funding

28/02/2017WRKK03000535. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will allocate addi-
tional money to University Hospital Limerick in order that the new emergency department can 
open in May 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9653/17]

28/02/2017WRKK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The opening of the new emergency depart-
ment at University Hospital Limerick has been identified as a priority in the HSE’s National 
Service Plan 2017.  To this end, an additional €1.4m has been allocated to facilitate its opening 
later this year.

28/02/2017WRLL00200Medical Card Reviews

28/02/2017WRLL00300536. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
determination of a review in the case of a person (details supplied); if previous cards are now 
reinstated pending review in view of the fact the person’s circumstances have not changed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9654/17]

28/02/2017WRLL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.
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28/02/2017WRLL00500Medicinal Products Prices

28/02/2017WRLL00600537. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the outcome from the meetings 
between the HSE and a company (details supplied) in relation to Orkambi and Kalydeco; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9655/17]

28/02/2017WRLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In reaching its decision, the HSE examines all the evidence which may be relevant in its 
view for the decision (including the information /dossier submitted by the Company) and will 
take into account such expert opinions and recommendations which may have been sought by 
the HSE at its sole discretion (for example, from the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics).

In considering an application, the HSE will also have regard to Part 1 and Part 3 of Schedule 
3 of the 2013 Act. Part 3 requires the HSE to have regard to the following criteria:

1. the health needs of the public;

2. the cost-effectiveness of meeting health needs by supplying the item concerned rather 
than providing other health services;

3. the availability and suitability of items for supply or reimbursement;

4. the proposed costs, benefits and risks of the item or listed item relative to therapeutically 
similar items or listed items provided in other health service settings and the level of certainty 
in relation to the evidence of those costs, benefits and risks;

5. the potential or actual budget impact of the item or listed item;

6. the clinical need for the item or listed item;

7. the appropriate level of clinical supervision required in relation to the item to ensure pa-
tient safety;

8. the efficacy (performance in trial), effectiveness (performance in real situations) and 
added therapeutic benefit against existing standards of treatment (how much better it treats a 
condition than existing therapies); and

9. the resources available to the HSE. 

I am informed that, following a request from the HSE, the NCPE carried out an assessment 
of the manufacturer’s economic dossier submitted in March 2016 on the cost effectiveness of 
Orkambi.  This dossier included details on all relevant costs and relevant cost offsets includ-
ing those associated with hospitalisation, disease management costs, intravenous antibiotics, 
adverse events and any additional costs arising in patients not taking Orkambi.

The NCPE has completed its Health Technology Assessment and this is available on its 
website.  It was submitted to the HSE in June 2016.  The NCPE determined, following an evalu-
ation of the economic dossier, that the manufacturer failed to demonstrate cost-effectiveness or 
value for money from using the drug.  The NCPE have confirmed that all relevant costs were 
included in the analysis.  In line with the HSE’s assessment process, the HSE Drugs Committee 
considered the NCPE recommendation, the manufacturers submissions and commercial offer 
and other information.  Following this consideration the Drugs Committee did not recommend 
reimbursement at the current price.  The HSE Directorate considered the Drugs Committee’s 
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recommendation in December and the Directorate took the decision not to reimburse at the cur-
rent price offered by the company. 

The HSE has since re-entered into negotiations with Vertex, the manufacturer of Orkambi 
and Kalydeco.  A meeting was held in December and again in early January.  Following com-
pletion of the negotiation process, I am advised that the HSE’s Drugs Committee met at the end 
of January and considered the manufacturer’s latest price offerings.  The statutory process is 
still ongoing but I expect it can be concluded in a period of weeks.

28/02/2017WRLL00800Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRLL00900538. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an orthopaedic appointment at Letterkenny University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9664/17]

28/02/2017WRLL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

28/02/2017WRLL01100Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRLL01200539. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the legal fees incurred on 
freedom of information requests received by his Department; the staff hours involved in the 
processing of these requests for the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9680/17]

28/02/2017WRLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): No legal fees have been incurred in relation 
to FOI requests received by the Department of Health.

Dealing with FOI requests forms part of the normal duties of officials in the Department.  
As with any other duties, the number of hours spent on such work is not monitored separately.  
However, in order to give an indication of the work involved, the table below sets out details of  
the total number of requests received in 2014, 2015 and 2016.

Year Number of FOI Requests Received
2016 317
2015 348
2014 235
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28/02/2017WRLL01400Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRLL01500540. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9688/17]

28/02/2017WRLL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

28/02/2017WRLL01700Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

28/02/2017WRLL01800541. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the status of the FreeStyle Libre 
flash glucose monitoring system under the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9690/17]

28/02/2017WRLL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRLL02000Hospital Procedures

28/02/2017WRLL02100542. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the reason heart surgery sched-
uled for a person (details supplied) was cancelled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9697/17]

28/02/2017WRLL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

28/02/2017WRLL02300Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

28/02/2017WRLL02400543. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the reason why an application by 
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a person (details supplied) to the NMBI has been declined; if there are distinguishing factors 
which affect persons that have undertaken their training in the US; if so, the factors concerned; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9699/17]

28/02/2017WRLL02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ire-
land (NMBI) is responsible for the recognition of non-Irish nurse qualifications which is re-
quired as part of its statutory legislation function.  The NMBI have provided a report with 
regard to the matter raised.

The reference standards for Nursing in Ireland, against which qualifications are compared 
under the general system, are described in the Requirements and Standards for Nurse Registra-
tion Education Programmes (NMBI, 2005) which is accessible at the following webpage:

- www.nmbi.ie/nmbi/media/NMBI/Requirements-and-Standards-for-Nurse-Registration-
Education-Programmes-3rd-Ed.pdf?ext=.pdf  )

I am advised by the NMBI that the applicant has not met the training hours required for 
recognition.

28/02/2017WRLL02600Dental Services Provision

28/02/2017WRLL02700544. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason persons who are on 
medication that causes additional tooth decay are only entitled to two cavity fillings per an-
num on the medical card system; and if he will examine this matter with a view to making 
changes which would allow persons on this type of medication to avail of additional dental care 
[9701/17]

28/02/2017WRLL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRLL02900Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRLL03000545. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
a wheelchair for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9705/17]

28/02/2017WRLL03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRLL03200HSE Properties

28/02/2017WRLL03300546. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding idle buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9706/17]

28/02/2017WRLL03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRLL03500Respite Services
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28/02/2017WRLL03600547. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if respite services at community 
hospitals in County Donegal have been suspended; if so, the dates on which respite services 
were suspended at each facility, in tabular form; the number of cancellations that have been 
made at each facility since the service was first suspended; when it is expected that respite ser-
vices will resume; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9707/17]

28/02/2017WRLL03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRLL03800Home Care Packages Administration

28/02/2017WRLL03900548. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the average length of time 
an assessment of need and implementation of a home care package takes; when in the process 
a home would be assessed; if a discharge would be effected prior to the implementation of a 
home care package in respect of a case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9709/17]

28/02/2017WRLL04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRLL04100Long-Term Illness Scheme

28/02/2017WRLL04200549. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 227 of 6 October 2016, if the advice sought by his Department regarding the possible 
need for legislative change has yet been received; if so, the way he will progress plans to amend 
the application form for the long-term illness scheme in order to replace offensive terminology 
used to define the recognised condition in question; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9711/17]

28/02/2017WRLL04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The position remains unchanged as of that 
set out in the response to parliamentary question number 227 of 6 October 2016.  However, I 
hope to receive an update shortly.

28/02/2017WRMM00200General Practitioner Co-operatives

28/02/2017WRMM00300550. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial sub-
vention the State paid to Shannondoc in County Clare between 1 January 2016 and 1 January 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9728/17]

28/02/2017WRMM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRMM00500Ambulance Service Data

28/02/2017WRMM00600551. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulances 
and advanced paramedic cars that were based in County Clare in each of the years 2009 to 
2016, from 1 January 2017 to 31 January 2017 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9729/17]
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28/02/2017WRMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRMM00800HSE Reviews

28/02/2017WRMM00900552. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a HSE commissioned review 
of genetics services completed in 2014 was published and is publicly available; if this is the 
same document as the national genetics and genomics document; when this will be published; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9745/17]

28/02/2017WRMM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRMM01100Health Screening Programmes

28/02/2017WRMM01200553. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for genetic testing in respect of exome sequencing; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9746/17]

28/02/2017WRMM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRMM01400Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRMM01500554. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the services that are available in 
County Mayo for young adults with mental health challenges that are deemed to be in need of 
24-hour care; if there are full-time residential facilities available; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9747/17]

28/02/2017WRMM01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRMM01700Hospital Facilities

28/02/2017WRMM01800555. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the laun-
dry department in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda; the short to medium term plans for 
the department; the funding the laundry department received in each of the years 2014, 2015 
and 2016; the funding which has been set aside for the running of the laundry department for 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9749/17]

28/02/2017WRMM01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRMM02000Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRMM02100556. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a 
person (details supplied). [9751/17]
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28/02/2017WRMM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRMM02300Child and Family Agency Investigations

28/02/2017WRMM02400557. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the date on which officials in 
his Department were first informed of the existence of a Tusla file regarding a person (details 
supplied); if his Department was informed of this file’s existence by either Tusla or the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs or by another entity; the action taken on foot of receipt of 
this information; the other Departments or State agencies that were informed regarding the 
existence of this file; and the date on which such information was provided to same. [9764/17]

28/02/2017WRMM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The existence of a Tusla file in relation to 
this matter came to the attention of officials of my Department through media coverage.  Sub-
sequently, officials of my Department were made aware by the Health Service Executive on 
Friday evening 10 February 2017 that a HSE counselling service was involved in the referral 
referred to in the Tusla file.  Both myself and the Minister of State for Mental Health and Older 
People were informed on Friday night by e-mail through our Private Secretaries.  I was also 
contacted directly by the Director General of the HSE on Friday evening 10 February with the 
same information.

Prior to 10 February, the only contact between this family and my Department was when 
the individual’s wife phoned my departmental office on the 17 January.  This call was returned 
on the 18 January and once the official who took the call established that it concerned Tusla, 
he made arrangements for the office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to directly 
contact the caller.

My Department was not made aware of the existence of this file by either Tusla or the De-
partment of Children and Youth Affairs, or by another entity, prior to that date.  This has been 
confirmed with the Department of  Children and Youth Affairs.

The HSE issued a statement on Saturday 11 February clarifying its involvement and offer-
ing a full apology to Sergeant McCabe and indicating their intention to make arrangements to 
formally deliver that apology to the McCabe family.  Sergeant McCabe communicated to my 
Special Advisor on that Saturday night that he and his family rejected the HSE’s apology and 
statement.  The HSE subsequently issued a more formal apology to Sergeant McCabe and his 
family.  My Department and the HSE will be fully co-operating with the Tribunal in all relevant 
matters.

28/02/2017WRMM02600Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

28/02/2017WRMM02700558. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the January 2016 estimate of 
€395 million of direct State investment in the replacement and upgrade of 90 public nursing 
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homes (details supplied) still stands, as of February 2017; if any revision of estimates has taken 
place in view of construction cost inflation; and if so, the current estimate for the replacement 
refurbishment of these facilities [9768/17]

28/02/2017WRMM02800559. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the current date for completion 
of each project and the current indicative cost of completion for each project for each of the 
90 public nursing homes (details supplied) to be replaced, refurbished or upgraded, in tabular 
form. [9769/17]

28/02/2017WRMM02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 558 and 559 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

28/02/2017WRMM03000Medical Card Applications

28/02/2017WRMM03100560. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) has been closed, despite the person’s 
particular circumstances and in view of the fact that the section was made aware of the par-
ticular circumstances through correspondence outlining the condition; if the application will be 
reopened; the further details required to fully complete same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9786/17]

28/02/2017WRMM03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

28/02/2017WRMM03300Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

28/02/2017WRMM03400561. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Mayo will have high priority orthodontic treatment; the person’s position on the wait-
ing list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9809/17]

28/02/2017WRMM03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRMM03600Hospital Appointments Status
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28/02/2017WRMM03700562. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment in 
respect of a person (details supplied). [9816/17]

28/02/2017WRMM03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

28/02/2017WRMM03900Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

28/02/2017WRMM04000563. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times being 
experienced for orthodontic treatment in the HSE west region; the steps being taken to alleviate 
the waiting times being experienced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9817/17]

28/02/2017WRMM04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRMM04200Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

28/02/2017WRMM04300564. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if persons awaiting orthodontic 
treatments for more than 18 months are entitled to have their treatments carried out under the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund, NTPF; the criteria for eligibility of the NTPF; the steps a 
person should take if applying for the NTPF; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9818/17]

28/02/2017WRMM04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Patients up to their 16th birthday are re-
ferred for secondary care orthodontic treatment under the modified Index of Treatment Need.  
Those with the greatest clinical need i.e. Grade 5 or Grade 4 are provided with treatment by the 
HSE.  It should be noted that the nature of orthodontic care means that immediate treatment is 
not always desirable.  It is estimated that in up to 5% of cases it is necessary to wait for further 
growth to take place before treatment commences.

In line with a commitment in the Programme for Partnership Government to provide timely 
access to orthodontic care, the HSE has undertaken a procurement of orthodontic services with 
a number of private service providers.  Those patients who have been waiting over four years 
have been contacted first, followed by those waiting three years or more.  This initiative com-
menced in April 2016.  By the end of 2016, 1,889 patients had been contacted and 1,238 accept-
ed transfer from HSE to a private orthodontic provider.  By virtue of this outsourcing initiative, 
it is not envisaged that the Waiting List initiatives due to be implemented by the NTPF and the 
HSE under its Waiting List Action Plans will include orthodontic care.

The HSE is also considering changes in skills mix to assist in providing timely access for 
patients.  This involves using orthodontic therapists working under the supervision of specialist 
orthodontists.  Two orthodontic therapists are in place and a further two are in training and the 
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HSE plan to extend this initiative.

Orthodontic treatment is included in the list of treatments available under the Cross Border 
Directive.  Patients may access orthodontic treatment outside the state, and can be reimbursed 
by the HSE. Further information on this is available on the HSE website.

  Question No. 565 answered with Question No. 514.

28/02/2017WRMM04600Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

28/02/2017WRMM04700566. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for equipment from the HSE by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9841/17]

28/02/2017WRMM04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRNN00200Health Services

28/02/2017WRNN00300567. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if all matters relating to the case of 
a person (details supplied) were dealt with in an appropriate manner; and if all HSE procedures 
in connection to this type of matter were complied with. [9843/17]

28/02/2017WRNN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

28/02/2017WRNN00500Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRNN00600568. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9853/17]

28/02/2017WRNN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

28/02/2017WRNN00800Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRNN00900569. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment for a scan at Letterkenny University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9856/17]
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28/02/2017WRNN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRNN01100Home Care Packages Provision

28/02/2017WRNN01200570. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a home care package that 
has been granted by the HSE will be put in place for a person (details supplied). [9867/17]

28/02/2017WRNN01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRNN01400Hospital Appointments Delays

28/02/2017WRNN01500571. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has to wait 12 months for an appointment. [9869/17]

28/02/2017WRNN01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

28/02/2017WRNN01700Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRNN01800572. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will have an assessment of need carried out; the position of this person 
on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9871/17]

28/02/2017WRNN01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRNN02000Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

28/02/2017WRNN02100573. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical 
device for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9872/17]

28/02/2017WRNN02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRNN02300Ambulance Service

28/02/2017WRNN02400574. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a document that shows that there is a risk to ambulance cover in an area (details supplied) 
in County Cork; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact the National Ambulance 
Service intends to replace the only servicing ambulance in this area with a 24-7 rapid response 
car; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that ambulance services in this area are run on 
an overtime basis; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that the Health Service Ex-
ecutive’s failure to recruit sufficient staff and authorise sufficient overtime has left hundreds of 
hours uncovered in this area; and if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there is only one 
ambulance and one first responder paramedic car covering a certain area, the former spending a 
considerable amount of time on duty covering County Waterford. [9878/17]

28/02/2017WRNN02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am not aware of the document referred to 
by the Deputy, I have therefore asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly regarding the 
issues raised.

28/02/2017WRNN02600Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

28/02/2017WRNN02700575. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the status of developments to-
wards the regulation of counselling and psychotherapy professionals; the stakeholder groups he 
has met in the context of this reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9882/17]

28/02/2017WRNN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Psychotherapists and counsellors are not 
currently regulated under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005.  However, the Act 
provides that the Minister may, by regulation, designate a health and social care profession not 
already designated if he or she considers that it is appropriate and in the public interest to do so 
and if specified criteria have been met.

The regulation of a new profession under the Act involves a consultation process and the 
making of a number of statutory instruments by the Minister for Health and by the relevant 
registration board.

Over the past few years, a number of professional bodies have met with the Department 
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of Health, at both official and ministerial levels, to convey their views on options to regulate 
counsellors and psychotherapists.  In September of last year, the Department engaged in a for-
mal consultation process in which interested persons and organisations were invited to formally 
submit their views on how the statutory regulation of the profession(s) should proceed.  A total 
of 84 submissions were received by the closing date of 30th November 2016.

I am undertaking an examination of these submissions which will inform the approach to be 
adopted in progressing the statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors.

I envisage that the next steps in the statutory regulation of the profession(s) under the Act 
will commence in the coming months with the submission of draft designation regulations to 
the Houses of the Oireachtas.

While the profession or professions of counsellor and psychotherapist are not currently des-
ignated under the 2005 Act, counsellors and psychotherapists are subject to legislation similar 
to other practitioners including consumer legislation, competition, contract and criminal law.  
There are also various regulatory controls on many counsellors and psychotherapists operating 
in Ireland.

The profession of psychologist, for example, is a designated profession under the 2005 Act 
which means that those psychologists who are counsellors and/or psychotherapists will begin to 
be regulated when the Psychologists Registration Board, which is due to be established during 
this year, opens its register.

Psychiatrists, some of whom practice psychotherapy, are regulated under the Medical Prac-
titioners Act 2007.  Also, counsellors/therapists working in the publicly funded health sector are 
required to have minimum qualifications set by the Health Service Executive under the Health 
Act 2004.

28/02/2017WRNN02900Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRNN03000576. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a date for an operation 
will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9885/17]

28/02/2017WRNN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRNN03200Prescriptions Charges



28 February 2017

403

28/02/2017WRNN03300577. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of the payment of pre-
scription charges for a person (details supplied); and when they can expect to be paid. [9886/17]

28/02/2017WRNN03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WROO00200Hospital Charges

28/02/2017WROO00300578. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the policy regarding the costs 
charged to persons for use of a hospital bed who are ready for discharge but who are awaiting a 
nursing home place in HSE hospitals and Tallaght Hospital; his views on whether these charges 
are fair; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9887/17]

28/02/2017WROO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Statutory acute in-patient charges apply 
when a patient is admitted to a hospital under the terms of Section 53(C) of the Health Act 1970 
(as amended) and cease under the terms of the same section of the 1970 Act (as amended).  
The circumstances where the statutory in-patient charges cease are where the patient is either, 
“(i) upon a registered medical practitioner having the authority to make such a decision in the 
hospital concerned determining that the person concerned no longer requires acute in-patient 
care, or (ii) where the person is otherwise discharged as a patient from the hospital.”  In these 
circumstances, the hospital may make charges under Section 53(A) of the Health Act 1970 (as 
amended). Section 53(A) of the Health Act 1970 allows an acute hospital to charge a patient 
who no longer requires medically acute care the average cost of public long term residential 
care.  

In relation to the specific query on hospital charges raised by the Deputy, as this is a service 
matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  

28/02/2017WROO00500Long-Term Illness Scheme Administration

28/02/2017WROO00600579. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason persons that 
have been diagnosed with diabetes type one are now being required to produce a new prescrip-
tion on a six monthly basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9962/17]

28/02/2017WROO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes, including the Long Term Illness Scheme; therefore, the matter has 
been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WROO00800Hospital Waiting Lists

28/02/2017WROO00900580. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
currently waiting for outpatient services at Letterkenny University Hospital; the progress being 
made in reducing waiting times over the period 2014 to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9963/17]

28/02/2017WROO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 
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28/02/2017WROO01100Hospital Staff Recruitment

28/02/2017WROO01200581. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health his plans for the ap-
pointment of a breast radiologist at Letterkenny University Hospital; and if the breast cancer 
centre is appropriately staffed for the current demands placed on it. [9964/17]

28/02/2017WROO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Breast Cancer Service at Letterkenny 
University Hospital (LUH) operates as a satellite centre of University Hospital Galway (UHG).  
The Saolta Hospital Group is committed to continuing the Letterkenny University Hospital 
service as a fully integrated part of the Galway service, including through a joint Multi-Disci-
plinary Team approach.  

The service at Letterkenny University Hospital is run by a single consultant who also un-
dertakes general surgery at the hospital.  This service is augmented by locum consultants and 
by Galway-based Saolta consultants who travel to carry out clinics in the Letterkenny service 
to meet needs arising.

At present, steps are being taken to recruit a full-time locum Consultant surgeon to deal with 
the current demands on the service.  Increased levels of support from other Saolta consultants 
is also envisaged. Consideration is also being given to longer term measures to meet the future 
requirements of the service.  In that regard, the level of staffing at consultancy, G.P. support and 
Advanced Nurse Practitioner levels will be among a range of issues to be considered.

28/02/2017WROO01400Hospital Staff Recruitment

28/02/2017WROO01500582. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health his plans to appoint an 
additional consultant endocrinologist for Letterkenny University Hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9965/17]

28/02/2017WROO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

28/02/2017WROO01700Hospital Services

28/02/2017WROO01800583. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve 
the urology department within Letterkenny University Hospital (details supplied); his further 
plans to recruit additional staff for urology services; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9966/17]

28/02/2017WROO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

28/02/2017WROO02000National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

28/02/2017WROO02100584. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the costs incurred and expen-
diture outlay in each year since 2012 for the new children’s hospital at St James’s Hospital 
[9967/17]

28/02/2017WROO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board is the statutory body charged with delivery of the capital project, I have asked it to 
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respond to you directly regarding expenditure to date.  

28/02/2017WROO02300Hospital Facilities

28/02/2017WROO02400585. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of plans for the pro-
vision of a dedicated centre for persons with intestinal failure catering for adults and patients 
moving from the paediatric unit at Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9971/17]

28/02/2017WROO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WROO02600Hospital Staff Recruitment

28/02/2017WROO02700586. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a replacement consultant 
endocrinologist based at a hospital (details supplied) has yet been identified to fill a post which 
is soon to be vacated by its incumbent post holder; if so, when this replacement consultant will 
take up this position; the date on which the incumbent post holder is expected to vacate the role; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10005/17]

28/02/2017WROO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

28/02/2017WROO02900Mental Health Services Provision

28/02/2017WROO03000587. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if his attention has 
been drawn to concerns regarding the land identified for extension of the Grove Hospital, Tuam, 
Galway; if a thorough assessment of these lands will be undertaken prior to any construction 
works to ensure the absence of human remains; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10007/17]

28/02/2017WROO03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WROO03200Community Health Care Organisations

28/02/2017WROO03300588. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the population of each catch-
ment area as per the 2011 and 2016 census figures; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10045/17]

28/02/2017WROO03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand the Deputy is requesting popu-
lation details for each Community Healthcare Organisations.  

My Department have obtained the following population breakdown from the HSE:

- Census 2016* Census 2011
Area 1
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Cavan, Donegal, Monaghan, 
Leitrim, Sligo 

390,404 389,048

Area 2
Galway, Mayo, Roscommon 453,413 445,356
Area 3
Clare, Limerick, Tipperary 
N 

385,172 379,327

Area 4
Cork, Kerry 689,750 664,534
Area 5
Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary 
S, Waterford, Wexford

511,070 497,578

Area 6
Dublin South East, Dun 
Laoghaire, Wicklow

381,882 364,464

Area 7
Dublin S City, Dublin SW, 
Dublin W, Kildare/W Wick-
low

706,766 674,071

Area 8
Laois, Longford, Louth, 
Meath, Offaly, Westmeath

618,303 592,388

Area 9
Dublin N, Dublin N Central 
and Dublin NW

621,216 581,486

Total 4,757,976 4,588,252
*Figures in the above table for 2016 are preliminary figures only.

28/02/2017WROO03500Hospital Facilities

28/02/2017WROO03600589. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
provision of a dedicated obstetrics theatre at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10057/17]

28/02/2017WROO03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

28/02/2017WROO03800Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WROO03900590. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the total number of acute inpa-
tient beds in mental health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10059/17]

28/02/2017WROO04000591. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the total number of acute inpa-
tient beds in mental health in each catchment area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10060/17]

28/02/2017WROO04100617. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health in 
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patient beds nationally for zero to 18 year olds and the location of each; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [10208/17]

28/02/2017WROO04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 590, 591 and 617 together.  

As these are service issues, these questions have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WROO04300Health Services Provision

28/02/2017WROO04400592. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if the HSE operates or contracts 
services for the transportation of patient samples from general practitioner or medical surgeries 
to and from laboratories; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10075/17]

28/02/2017WROO04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to  the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRPP00200Primary Care Services Provision

28/02/2017WRPP00300593. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the decision was 
made to remove the public health nurse from Ballymun; the services that are now in place to 
carry out developmental examinations of babies at various stages; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10091/17]

28/02/2017WRPP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

28/02/2017WRPP00500Departmental Staff Remuneration

28/02/2017WRPP00600594. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the cost of implementing a living 
wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in agencies funded by his De-
partment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10102/17]

28/02/2017WRPP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked that the HSE respond to you 
directly on the aspect of the question that relates to their public sector employees.  In relation to 
Non-Commercial State Agencies under the remit of the Department, this information is being 
sought and will be forwarded to the Deputy when collated.

28/02/2017WRPP00800Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRPP00900595. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied). [10136/17]

28/02/2017WRPP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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28/02/2017WRPP01100Health Services Staff Data

28/02/2017WRPP01200596. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of physiotherapists 
that are on maternity leave and if they are being replaced at Longford health centre. [10139/17]

28/02/2017WRPP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

28/02/2017WRPP01400Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRPP01500597. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the total number of beds for 
general adult mental health services in each catchment area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [10145/17]

28/02/2017WRPP01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 598 answered with Question No. 514.

28/02/2017WRPP01800Health Services Staff Data

28/02/2017WRPP01900599. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the number of management staff in 
the HSE and the total cost in salaries over the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10150/17]

28/02/2017WRPP02000600. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the number of administrative staff 
in the HSE and the total cost in salaries over the past ten years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10151/17]

28/02/2017WRPP02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 599 and 
600 together.  

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.

28/02/2017WRPP02200Vaccination Programme

28/02/2017WRPP02300601. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if his Department is running any 
campaign to increase the number of HPV vaccines here; his views on the fact that approxi-
mately 50% of children are getting the vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10152/17]

28/02/2017WRPP02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Cervical cancer is the fourth most common 
cancer in women worldwide.  Each year in Ireland around 300 women are diagnosed with cer-
vical cancer and 100 die from the disease.  All cervical cancers are linked to high risk Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) types.  In 2009 the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) 
recommended HPV vaccination for all 12 year old girls to reduce their risk of cervical cancer 
and in September 2010 the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all girls in first year 
of second level schools.  

Although there is no scientific basis to recent claims about the vaccine, this has led to a 
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reduction in uptake rate of the vaccine from a high of 87% in the 2014/2015 academic year to 
72.3% in the 2015/2016 academic year.  Figures released by the HSE indicate that the uptake 
rate for the current year may be even lower.  The first round of the 2016/17 HPV vaccine sched-
ule has been completed with preliminary uptake figures of 40-50% in all Community Health 
Organisations.  

The focus for the HPV programme in 2017 is to counter misinformation in relation to the 
safety of the HPV vaccine, and to increase the uptake rate in girls as part of the schools im-
munisation programme.  

In the spring of 2016, the HSE began consulting with stakeholders with an interest in HPV/
cervical cancer to explore ways of tackling negative publicity and misinformation.  The HSE 
and Irish Cancer Society (ICS) agreed to take a coordinated approach to correcting HPV vac-
cine misinformation.  The HSE and ICS worked closely over the last few months to develop 
plans and schedule activities.  As a result, a two pronged approach was agreed between the ICS 
and the HSE which has been implemented since before the start of the 2016/17 HSE vaccina-
tion programme in September.  The HSE took a number of actions which included providing 
information to all school principals, management bodies and National Parents Councils, and 
meeting with the Department of Education and Skills and school management bodies.  

The 2016/17 HSE vaccination programme started in September 2016 and parents of girls in 
first year of second level school were given an information leaflet, consent form and cover let-
ter with contact phone numbers for their local immunisation office.  Since then, the following 
actions have been taken:

- Inclusion of new section on HSE websites – 12 key facts about HPV vaccine which ad-
dress specific issues raised by anti-vaccine groups

- Short information videos developed for HSE website.

- Articles written in publications for health care professionals

- HSE social media campaign underway

- Ongoing interviews for radio, TV, press and online

- Collaboration with ICGP in production of e-learning modules on HPV vaccine – now 
available on ICGP website

- Liaison with the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland and the Irish Pharmacy Union to pro-
mote HPV vaccine and articles written for their websites and publications

- HPV vaccine meeting held with health representatives of all parliamentary parties and 
interested public representatives in Dáil Éireann (arranged by the Irish Cancer Society and at-
tended by the HSE)

- Presentation at the National Parents Council AGM on HPV vaccine safety

- Attendance at World Health Organization meeting with Danish Health authorities and in-
ternational experts to discuss strategy to manage decline in HPV vaccine uptake

- Attendance at WHO HPV Prevention and Control Board meeting and seeking further in-
formation from partners in countries who have similar difficulties

- Presentation at the ICGP winter scientific meeting on HPV vaccine safety
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- Ongoing training sessions across the country for HSE vaccination teams, GPs and practice 
nurses

- Ongoing liaison with the Irish Cancer Society, National Cancer Screening Programme, 
National Cancer Control Programme, the Marie Keating Foundation and the Irish Family Plan-
ning Association

- Ongoing liaison with the Department of Education and school management bodies.  

Since November 2016, the following additional actions have been taken:

- Teleconferences with Principal Medical Officers ongoing to review programme and plan 
for 2nd round of immunisation and the 2017/18 campaign

- Meeting with Department of Education

- Ongoing meetings with key stakeholders including Royal College of Physicians Ireland 
and UK colleagues (no drop in uptake in Great Britain, possible drop in Northern Ireland border 
counties)

- Presentation at Faculty of Public Health Medicine Winter Scientific meeting on “HPV 
vaccine-separating fact from fiction”.

- Results of focus groups on HPV vaccine parents attitudes and experience led to changes 
to information materials and parental letters for 2nd round  2016/17 (to be sent to all parents to 
allow parents who wish to change their mind and consent to vaccination)

- Launch of HPV vaccine safety and effectiveness lesson for Transition Year Students as 
part of Science and Technology in Action.

- European Cervical Cancer Awareness week 23-27 January 2017

- Twitter hour on HPV vaccine 25 January 2017.  

The following actions are planned or underway:

- Focus groups with parents

- Enhanced programme for administration for Dose 2 HPV vaccine

- Planning for 2017/18 HPV vaccination campaign

- Offer 1st dose of vaccine to those who refused it in March /April 2017 (as part of 2nd 
round)

- Implement comprehensive communications plan targeting those more likely to refuse vac-
cine and using results of social media analysis

- Meet with management bodies, parents’ councils and unions of primary and post primary 
schools

- Send revised information leaflet and  consent form to parents of first year students

- Develop and send information to 6th class primary school parents

- Continue engagement with national and international stakeholders- Review information 
materials and plan for 2017/18.  
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I am aware of claims of an association between Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination 
and a number of conditions experienced by a group of young women.  An illness that occurs 
around the time a vaccine is given and is already known to be common in adolescence does 
not imply the vaccine caused the problem.  It appears that some girls first suffered symptoms 
around the time they received the HPV vaccine, and understandably some parents have con-
nected the vaccine to their daughter’s condition.  The HSE are currently working to put in place 
a clinical care pathway appropriate to the medical needs of this group.  The parents of all eli-
gible girls are strongly encouraged to ensure that their daughters receive this important cancer 
preventing vaccine.

28/02/2017WRPP02500Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRPP02600602. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the total number of beds for 
close observation for older persons’ mental health services in each catchment area; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10176/17]

28/02/2017WRPP02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRPP02800Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRPP02900603. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when an assessment will be car-
ried out on a person (details supplied). [10177/17]

28/02/2017WRPP03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRPP03100Primary Care Centres

28/02/2017WRPP03200604. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health the services that are operating in 
the new Corduff primary care centre in Dublin 15; the number of staff located there; the num-
ber of staff yet to be transferred there; the progress of the transfer of the child and adult mental 
health services from Cherry Orchard Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10180/17]

28/02/2017WRPP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

28/02/2017WRPP03400Hospital Facilities
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28/02/2017WRPP03500605. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health when work will commence on the 
new paediatric outpatient and urgent care satellite centre in Blanchardstown Hospital; the num-
ber of persons to be provided for; when it is scheduled to open; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10181/17]

28/02/2017WRPP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The satellite centres on the campuses of Tal-
laght and Connolly Hospitals will be an integral part of, and come under the governance of, the 
new children’s hospital.  This will include staffing, quality assurance, education and training, 
and branding.  In addition, staff of the main hospital will rotate through the centres.

Each centre will provide urgent care as well as secondary outpatient services including rapid 
access general paediatric clinics.  The aim is to improve geographic access to urgent care for 
children in the Greater Dublin Area and support primary and community care paediatrics, as 
well as reducing Emergency Department and outpatient attendance at the main site.  The satel-
lite centres at Connolly will be   easily accessible to local populations for the management of 
minor illness and injuries and attendance at outpatient and chronic disease clinics.  

Each centre will provide consultant-led urgent care from staff of the new children’s hospital 
with observation beds (4-6 hour) and appropriate diagnostics.  Each centre is projected to deal 
with 25,000 urgent care attendances per annum.  

The provision of general paediatric rapid access clinics will meet the need of primary care 
for access to specialist opinion (secondary paediatric opinion)-currently many children are re-
ferred to tertiary specialists when they don’t need that level of expertise, resulting in longer 
waiting lists.  The satellite centres will also provide general community and paediatric clinics 
including developmental paediatrics, multidisciplinary care for children with chronic stable 
conditions and other outpatient services.  Each centre is expected to cater for a minimum of 
15,000 outpatient attendances per annum.  

Child sexual abuse unit examination, observation and therapy rooms will be provided in 
the satellite centres.  The satellite centre at Connolly will also include two HSE paediatric care 
primary care dental services operating theatres.  

I intend to bring a Memorandum to Government on the new children’s hospital in the com-
ing weeks.  It is intended that the contract for construction of the main hospital and satellite 
contracts will be awarded end Q1 2017, subject to all necessary approvals.  The transition of 
services to the new children’s hospital is scheduled to commence in Q3 2021 with transition of 
services to the satellite centres commencing in Q3 2018 for Connolly.

28/02/2017WRQQ00200Home Help Service Provision

28/02/2017WRQQ00300606. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours to 
be allocated to the Dublin 15 and Dublin 7 areas under the HSE’s 2017 work programme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10182/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRQQ00500Medicinal Products

28/02/2017WRQQ00600607. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the process that must be followed 
when a doctor is prescribing an exempt medicinal product, that is, a medicine that is not li-
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censed by the HPRA; and the additional prescribing protocols that must be followed, such as 
informed, oral and written consent, on the basis that if the medicine is unregulated then the 
prescribing doctor must have a higher duty of care with regard to patient consent and patient 
safety. [10190/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under European and Irish legislation, before 
a medicine can be placed on the market the manufacturer must seek an authorisation from the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), or in the case of certain medicines, the Euro-
pean Medicines Agency.

Where a medicine is not authorised in Ireland, a licensed wholesaler may import it if it has 
been prescribed by a doctor for a patient under his/her care, on his/her direct responsibility and 
in order to meet the special needs of a patient.  The process for this is described in the ‘Guide 
to the Notification System for Exempt Medicinal Products’ which is available on the website 
of the HPRA.  For this notification scheme, there are a number of specialist wholesalers which 
deal with the importation of ‘exempt medicines’ into Ireland, via pharmacies and subject to a 
prescription.

The responsibility for the clinical use of exempt medicinal products lies with the prescriber.  
In accordance with the Medical Council’s Guide to Professional Conduct and Ethics, medical 
practitioners must ensure as far as possible that any treatment, medication or therapy prescribed 
for a patient is safe, evidence-based and in the patient’s best interests.  This applies equally to 
licensed and unlicensed medicinal products.

28/02/2017WRQQ00800Disease Management

28/02/2017WRQQ00900608. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the countries for which the WHO 
does not recommend terminal prophylaxis to kill the hypnozoite phase of the malaria parasite. 
[10192/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The World Health Organization (WHO) is a 
specialised agency of the United Nations that is concerned with international public health.  It 
would not be appropriate for me to comment on WHO policy in other countries.

28/02/2017WRQQ01100Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRQQ01200609. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of beds for close 
observation for persons with intellectual disability in mental health services in each catchment 
area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10193/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ01300610. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of beds for persons 
with intellectual disability for general mental health services in each catchment area; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10194/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ01400621. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if there is a mental health na-
tional secure unit for persons with an intellectual disability; if so, the location and number of 
beds in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10212/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ01500622. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health 
inpatient beds nationally for persons with an intellectual disability; the locations and number of 
beds in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10214/17]
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28/02/2017WRQQ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 609, 610, 621 and 622 together.

As these are service issues, these questions have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRQQ01700Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRQQ01800611. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of beds for mental 
health services for persons with eating disorders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10195/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRQQ02000Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRQQ02100612. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of crisis houses in 
use; the location of same; the number of places in each house; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10196/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRQQ02300Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRQQ02400613. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of care rehabilitation 
units in each region; the number of beds in each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10197/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRQQ02600Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRQQ02700614. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of multidisciplinary 
liaison teams; the locations of same; the staff make-up; the geographical area they are respon-
sible for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10199/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ02800615. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of multidisciplinary 
teams providing a national neuropsychiatry service; the locations of same; the staff make-up; 
the geographical area they are responsible for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10201/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ02900616. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if there is a national neuropsy-
chiatric unit; if so, the location of same; the number of beds within it; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10202/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 614 to 616, inclusive, together.

As these are service issues, these questions have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 617 answered with Question No. 590.

28/02/2017WRQQ03200Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRQQ03300618. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of beds for close 
observations for adult mental health services in each catchment area; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10209/17]

28/02/2017WRQQ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRRR00200Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRRR00300619. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of beds for general 
older persons mental health services in each catchment area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10210/17]

28/02/2017WRRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRRR00500Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRRR00600620. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if there is a mental health na-
tional secure unit for children and adolescents; if so, the location and number of beds in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10211/17]

28/02/2017WRRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Questions Nos. 621 and 622 answered with Question No. 609.

28/02/2017WRRR00900Mental Health Services Provision

28/02/2017WRRR01000623. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will address the chronic 
shortage of acute inpatient mental health beds in the Wexford and Waterford mental health area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10215/17]

28/02/2017WRRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRRR01200Mental Health Services Provision

28/02/2017WRRR01300624. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a 25 bed acute 
mental health admissions unit in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [10216/17]

28/02/2017WRRR01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRRR01500Ment al Health Services Provision

28/02/2017WRRR01600625. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a new acute 
mental health unit for the Waterford and Wexford area; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10217/17]

28/02/2017WRRR01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRRR01800Medical Card Reviews

28/02/2017WRRR01900626. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a current card can remain 
active whilst awaiting the outcome of a review in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10218/17]

28/02/2017WRRR02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

28/02/2017WRRR02100HIV-AIDS Programmes

28/02/2017WRRR02200627. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health when the implementation group 
established by the HSE will make its recommendations on the use of HIV pre-exposure prophy-
laxis, PrEP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10236/17]

28/02/2017WRRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

28/02/2017WRRR02400Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRRR02500628. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation for an assessment of needs for a person (details supplied) at HSE south Tipperary; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10253/17]
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28/02/2017WRRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRRR02700Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRRR02800629. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation for an assessment of needs for a person (details supplied) at HSE, south Tipperary; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10255/17]

28/02/2017WRRR02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRRR03000Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRRR03100630. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is waiting since 2012 to be reviewed for a diagnosis of autism; when this review will take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10256/17]

28/02/2017WRRR03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRRR03300Health Services

28/02/2017WRRR03400631. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive necessary speech and language therapy, counselling, occupational therapy and pain 
analysis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10257/17]
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28/02/2017WRRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRRR03600Services for People with Disabilities

28/02/2017WRRR03700632. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation for an assessment of needs for a person (details supplied) at HSE south Tipperary; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10258/17]

28/02/2017WRRR03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRRR03900Mental Health Services Provision

28/02/2017WRRR04000633. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an appointment with a 
speech therapist will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10259/17]

28/02/2017WRRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

28/02/2017WRSS00150Psychological Services

28/02/2017WRSS00200634. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a psychol-
ogy appointment with the HSE’s psychology disability department in Clonmel for a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10265/17]

28/02/2017WRSS00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRSS00350Hospital Equipment

28/02/2017WRSS00400635. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a situation in Tallaght hospital in which equipment required for PH testing is currently in-
operative, resulting in the suspension of the testing at the hospital; when the equipment will 
be replaced in view of the fact that it is on the Capital and Equipment list for 2017; if he will 
ensure the fast tracking of procurement of this equipment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10276/17]

28/02/2017WRSS00500636. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the estimated number of per-
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sons that have been affected by a situation in Tallaght hospital in which equipment required for 
PH testing is currently inoperative, resulting in the suspension of the testing at the hospital; the 
way those persons who were referred to Tallaght for this test will be dealt with; the location and 
when they can they receive these tests; the waiting times expected as a result of this delay; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10277/17]

28/02/2017WRSS00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 635 and 
636 together.

In relation to the particular queries raised, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRSS00650HSE Funding

28/02/2017WRSS00700637. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if his Department has with-
drawn the HSE national lottery grants for 2017; and if so, if he will make alternative fund-
ing options available to the groups and organisations involved in the provision of health and 
personal social services that depend on such funding for the important services they provide. 
[10288/17]

28/02/2017WRSS00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE continues to provide grants to 
health agencies and other organisations from National Lottery funds.  Details of the scheme are 
available on the HSE website at http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/1/schemes/natlotterygrants/

28/02/2017WRSS00850Medicinal Products Availability

28/02/2017WRSS00900638. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if persons who need access to the 
life changing drug Respreeza have the option of accessing it abroad via the cross-Border direc-
tive health care scheme. [10298/17]

28/02/2017WRSS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The EU Directive 2011/24/EU on Patients’ 
Rights in Cross Border Healthcare aims to ensure EU citizens may access safe and good quality 
healthcare services across EU borders.  The Directive establishes a framework for cross border 
healthcare between EU/EEA states to facilitate patients to access care in another Member State 
in accordance with their entitlements in their own country.  Under the Directive, known as the 
Cross Border Healthcare Directive (CBD), insured patients are entitled to have the costs of 
cross-border healthcare services reimbursed if the healthcare service in question is among the 
benefits to which they are entitled in their Member State of affiliation.  As such, it allows Irish 
residents to avail of healthcare in other EU or EEA (excluding Switzerland) Member States that 
they would be entitled to within the public health system in Ireland, which is not contrary to 
Irish legislation

Therefore, as this drug is not currently available within the public health system in Ireland, 
it would not be possible to avail of it abroad under the Cross Border Directive.

28/02/2017WRSS01050Child and Family Agency Services

28/02/2017WRSS01100639. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the areas in which the commu-
nity mothers programme is still in operation; the number of staff allocated to this programme; 
and his plans for the restoration of this programme in view of its effectiveness in the past. 
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[10301/17]

28/02/2017WRSS01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand from the HSE that TUSLA, the 
Child and Family Agency, has responsibility for the Community Mothers Programme.  As such, 
the Deputy may wish to put this question to my colleague, the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs, as TUSLA falls under the aegis of her Department.

28/02/2017WRSS01250HSE Staff Data

28/02/2017WRSS01300640. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of public health 
nurses per health area with a breakdown in respect of those providing older persons services 
and those providing children’s services. [10302/17]

28/02/2017WRSS01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

28/02/2017WRSS01450Primary Care Services Provision

28/02/2017WRSS01500641. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the process and timeframe to in-
troduce a new GMS contract which would facilitate the expansion of general practice; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10350/17]

28/02/2017WRSS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The development of primary care is central 
to the Government’s objective to deliver a high-quality, integrated and cost effective health 
service.  The Programme for Government commits to a decisive shift within the health service 
towards primary care in order to deliver better care close to home in communities across the 
country.  The development of a new, modernised contract for the provision of general practitio-
ner services will be a key element in facilitating this process. 

Previous engagements have resulted in a number of service developments including the 
introduction of a Diabetes Cycle of Care for adult GMS patients with Type 2 Diabetes, an en-
hanced support framework for rural GPs, and a revised list of special items of service under the 
contract to encourage the provision of more services in the primary care setting.  These mea-
sures, combined with the under-6s and over-70s universal GP care initiatives, have increased 
the financial support for general practice. 

The next phase of discussions on a new GP contract is under way and initial engagement  
with GP representative bodies began in January.  As with any negotiation-type process, and 
given the range and complexity of the issues to be discussed, the engagement may take some 
time.  While I am of course anxious to see good progress made, it is not my intention to set a 
deadline for completion of discussions.

28/02/2017WRSS01650Speech and Language Therapy Provision

28/02/2017WRSS01700642. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if, further to assessment and diag-
noses by the HSE, he will provide the number of children currently awaiting the services of a 
speech and language therapist; the number of these children that are waiting for more than six 
months, more than one year and more than two years, by area basis, in tabular form.  [10351/17]

28/02/2017WRSS01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
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have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

28/02/2017WRSS01850HSE Reports

28/02/2017WRSS01900643. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the October 2016 HSE 
Performance Report will be published; and the reason for the delay in its publication [10354/17]

28/02/2017WRSS02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that the HSE is expecting to 
publish its Performance Report covering the period October-December, 2016 in the coming 
days.

As the Deputy is aware, the HSE has been publishing its Performance Reports (PRs) on a 
bi-monthly basis in 2016.  According to this schedule, the October-November PR would have 
been published in January, 2017.  However, it was decided that in order to complete the report-
ing cycle for 2016, the Performance Reports for October, November and December 2016 would 
be published together.  Publication will continue on a quarterly basis in 2017.

28/02/2017WRSS02050Health Services Data

28/02/2017WRSS02100644. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the current policy in respect of 
developmental checks on newborn babies following their arrival home; the age at which these 
are carried out; the current coverage of this service; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10358/17]

28/02/2017WRSS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

28/02/2017WRSS02250Hospitals Data

28/02/2017WRSS02300645. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting operations and follow up appointments for knee and hip operations at Beaumont Hos-
pital, Dublin 9 in each of the years 2015 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10363/17]

28/02/2017WRSS02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRSS02450Hospital Waiting Lists

28/02/2017WRSS02500646. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons cur-
rently on the pre-planned hospital waiting list and the pre-admit hospital waiting list; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10365/17]

28/02/2017WRSS02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to inform the Deputy that as of 31st 
January 2017, there were 18,058 persons on the NTPF Pre-Admit List for Inpatient/Day Case 
procedures and 13,490 persons on the Inpatient/Day  Case Planned Procedures List.  
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Once a patient has been added to a waiting list, they are actively waiting for a date ‘To Come 
In’ and receive their care and/or treatment.  The Pre-Admit list detail the number of patient who 
have an appointment date for their treatment.  A patient placed on a waiting list for a Planned 
Procedure is a patient who has had an initial episode of care requires recall for further stage, or a 
series of admissions, or a timed procedure in the future as part of the ongoing clinical care and/
or treatment.  Procedures under this category are usually part of a planned sequence of clinical 
care determined by clinical criteria.

Two weeks ago I committed to asking the NTPF to work towards the publication of Pre-
Admit and Planned Procedures Waiting Lists.  In this regard, the NTPF will review and advise 
me on appropriate format for publication for these two different categories of patients.

28/02/2017WRSS02650Ambulance Service Provision

28/02/2017WRSS02700647. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the criteria used in making the deci-
sion to change the operating times of Arklow and Baltinglass ambulance stations in 2012; the 
methods of informing the public of such changes; when there will be a full restoration of a 
seven day a week service from the stations in Arklow and Baltinglass, County Wicklow; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10368/17]

28/02/2017WRSS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

  Question No. 648 answered with Question No. 514.

28/02/2017WRTT00150Hospitals Funding

28/02/2017WRTT00200649. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the financial support that is pro-
vided from the health budget to St. Francis Hospice, Blanchardstown, which is located adjacent 
to Connolly Hospital (details supplied); the assistance and support these services receive from 
the annual health budget for this work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10401/17]

28/02/2017WRTT00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRTT00350Hospital Waiting Lists

28/02/2017WRTT00400650. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons re-
moved from waiting lists in each of the past 12 months due to their failure to respond to outpa-
tient validation letters, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10447/17]

28/02/2017WRTT00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRTT00550Hospital Appointments Status

28/02/2017WRTT00600651. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment in respect of a person (details supplied). [10450/17]
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28/02/2017WRTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

28/02/2017WRTT00750Medical Card Eligibility

28/02/2017WRTT00800652. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the way in which savings impact 
upon an entitlement to a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10465/17]

28/02/2017WRTT00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

28/02/2017WRTT00950Hospital Services

28/02/2017WRTT01000653. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the full com-
plement of geriatricians and allied health professional resources are in place and in compliance 
with the national clinical programme and that University Hospital Kerry put in place a stroke 
unit to standardise care for patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10470/17]

28/02/2017WRTT01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

28/02/2017WRTT01150Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

28/02/2017WRTT01200654. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
under the nursing home support scheme by a person (details supplied). [10475/17]

28/02/2017WRTT01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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28/02/2017WRTT01350Community Care

28/02/2017WRTT01400655. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) was transferred to an alternative residential facility in County Donegal; when this 
person will be returned to the facility in which they had resided prior to this transfer; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10476/17]

28/02/2017WRTT01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/02/2017WRTT01550Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRTT01600656. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the tribunals established 
under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011, in tabular form; the number of 
days each tribunal sat for; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10775/17]

28/02/2017WRTT01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The following table sets out the Tribunals of 
Inquiry established by this Department under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 
2011, the number of days each Tribunal sat for and the gross cost of each Tribunal.

Name Number of Days Gross Cost 
The Tribunal of Inquiry into 
the Blood Transfusion Ser-
vice Board (Finlay Tribunal)

26 €4,380,601.27

The Tribunal of Inquiry into 
the Infection with HIV and 
Hepatitis C of Persons with 
Haemophilia and Related 
Matters (Lindsay Tribunal)

196 €46,677,703.45

28/02/2017WRTT01750Bord na gCon

28/02/2017WRTT01800657. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reasons for the delay in publishing the 2015 Bord na gCon accounts; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9551/17]

28/02/2017WRTT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chiefly to con-
trol greyhound racing and improve and develop the greyhound industry.

The 2015 Annual Report and Accounts for Bord na gCon were laid before both Houses of 
the Oireachtas on the 22nd  February 2017 and are available on the Bord na gCon website.

28/02/2017WRTT01950An Clár Géanómaíochta agus Sonraí Mairteola

28/02/2017WRTT02000658. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a dhéanfar íocaíocht faoin gClár um Mionsonraí agus Géanómaíocht Mairteola 2016 le 
feirmeoir i gContae na Gaillimhe (mionsonraí leis seo); an fáth go bhfuil moill leis an íocaíocht 
seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [9555/17]
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28/02/2017WRTT02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Fuarthas iar-
ratas le bheith rannpháirteach sa Chlár um Shonraí agus Ghéanómaíocht Mhairteola ón duine 
ainmnithe an 26 Bealtaine 2015.  Cuireadh tús le híocaíochtaí i leith na bliana scéime 2016 i 
mí na Nollag 2016 leis na rannpháirtithe sin a raibh meánleibhéal comhlíontais bainte amach 
acu.  Chuir an duine ainmnithe isteach sonraí breise ina dhiaidh sin agus tá sé/sí incháilithe 
d’íocaíocht a eisíodh chuig a cuntas bainc  an té sin le roinnt laethanta anuas.

28/02/2017WRTT02150An Scéim Ghlas ar Bheagán Carbóin do Chomhshaol na Talmhaíochta

28/02/2017WRTT02200659. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a dhéanfar íocaíocht faoin Scéim GLAS le feirmeoir i gContae na Gaillimhe (mionsonraí 
leis seo); an fáth go bhfuil moill leis an íocaíocht seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[9556/17]

28/02/2017WRTT02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ceadaíodh 
an duine ainmnithe isteach in GLAS 2 agus an 1 Eanáir 2016 an dáta ar cuireadh tús leis an 
gconradh.

Le linn phróiseas seiceála na réamhíocaíochta in 2016, tugadh fadhb ar aird i ndáil leis an 
mbeart Talamh Buan Féaraigh Ionchuir Ísil.  Tá an fhadhb sin anois fiosraithe ag oifigigh na 
Roinne agus tá an t-iarratas á phróiseáil tuilleadh maidir le híocaíocht 2016.

28/02/2017WRTT02350GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRTT02400660. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9562/17]

28/02/2017WRTT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received a first payment instalment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.  

During the 2015 balancing prepayment checking process an issue presented on the com-
puterised crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials are actively working to 
resolve this issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2015 balancing pay-
ment as soon as possible.

Following the issue of payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the 2016 scheme year 
payment will be processed.

28/02/2017WRTT02550GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRTT02600661. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9563/17]

28/02/2017WRTT02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.  
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During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue was identified in relation to the Pro-
tection of Watercourses from Bovines action.  Department officials have examined this issue 
and the application is now being further processed for the 2016 payment.

28/02/2017WRUU00150Agriculture Scheme Payments

28/02/2017WRUU00200662. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9599/17]

28/02/2017WRUU00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Transfer of Entitlements application to my Department seeking the 
transfer of entitlements by lease as transferee.   This application has been fully processed and 
the person named has been notified in writing.

The person named also submitted an application under the 2016 Young Farmers’ Scheme to 
my Department. This application has also now been processed and the person named has been 
notified in writing.  Payment under the Young Farmers’ Scheme will issue to the person named 
in the coming days.

28/02/2017WRUU00350Bord na gCon Expenditure

28/02/2017WRUU00400663. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact the Irish Greyhound Board has not published ac-
counts for 2015 and 2016; and if so, the basis on which funding is made available to the Irish 
Greyhound Board, in view of the fact that his Department does not have access to the board’s 
accounts. [9612/17]

28/02/2017WRUU00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chiefly to con-
trol greyhound racing and improve and develop the greyhound industry.

The 2015 Annual Report and Accounts for Bord na gCon were laid before both Houses of 
the Oireachtas on the 22nd February 2017 and are available on the Bord na gCon website.

Under the requirements set down in the ‘Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bod-
ies’ Bord na gCon is due to submit draft unaudited annual accounts for 2016 to my Department 
by the end of February.  The Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG) is scheduled to com-
mence his audit of the 2016 Annual Accounts of the Bord na gCon Group in April 2017.  Fol-
lowing completion of the C&AG audit the 2016 Annual Report and Accounts will be submitted 
to the Department for consideration, presented to Government for noting and then laid before 
both Houses of the Oireachtas.  After these steps have been completed Bord na gCon can then 
proceed to publication.

28/02/2017WRUU00550GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRUU00600664. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9649/17]
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28/02/2017WRUU00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The 2016 prepayment checking process established that my Department has no record of 
receiving a completed Interim Commonage Management Plan (CMP) for one of the common-
ages of the person named.  My Department issued the Interim CMP form to the approved com-
monage advisor for completion.  Upon receipt of a satisfactorily completed CMP form, the 
application of the person named will be further processed for 2016 payment.

28/02/2017WRUU00750Agriculture Scheme Payments

28/02/2017WRUU00800665. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
manual payment will be authorised for an approved grant due to the significant delay to TAMS 
2 grant payments in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9663/17]

28/02/2017WRUU00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appli-
cants in this case were approved on 15 December 2015  for the following dairy and milking 
parlour equipment - a water heater, milking machine, bulk milk tank, meal feeding system and 
an autowasher.

A claim for payment  was submitted on 25 August 2016 for all of the above items.  The ap-
plication was checked in the local office and the applicants were informed by phone that there 
were a number of deficiencies with their claim namely valid electrical certs were not submitted, 
receipts had no serial numbers for the equipment claimed and land folio numbers and maps had 
not been submitted.  This required documentation was received on 28 October 2016  which al-
lowed the full check to proceed in the office.

On checking this documentation it was noted that there were the following issues with the 
claim.

The applicant’s had included the full amount of VAT with their claim on all items which is 
not allowed under the Terms and Conditions of the scheme.

The bulk tank was claimed but when the receipt was checked it was a plate cooler that was 
purchased instead of the bulk tank.  This plate cooler was not approved. 

There are no proposals to issue manual payments for the TAMS II Schemes.  The issues in 
relation to this claim are being worked on and they will be finalised as soon as possible. 

28/02/2017WRUU00950Fisheries Protection

28/02/2017WRUU01000666. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on a matter (details supplied) with regard to the dogfish quota (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9666/17]

28/02/2017WRUU01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The spawn-
ing biomass of Picked Dogfish is at an extremely low level, although conservation measures 
in recent years have had an impact in terms of stabilising the decline.  The species is a long-
lived, slow growing and late maturing species and is, therefore, particularly vulnerable to over-
fishing.  The International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES) advice is that there 
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should be no targeted fisheries in 2017 and 2018 and that any possible provision for landing of 
bycatch should only happen as part of a management plan.

While I note the anecdotal reports on increased numbers of Picked Dogfish, the Marine In-
stitute fully supports the ICES advice and has very serious concerns about the state of the stock.  
Given such robust scientific advice, there does not appear to be a case for the re-opening of a 
commercial fishery for Picked Dogfish at this time.

The TAC and quota Regulation for 2017 (EU Regulation 127/2017) lists Picked Dogfish as 
a prohibited species and has a prohibition for EU fishing vessels to fish for, retain on board, to 
tranship or to land picked dogfish, with the exception of fish caught by a vessel engaged in a 
by-catch avoidance programme that has been positively assessed by European Commission’s 
Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF).

The EU Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for Picked Dogfish is  set at 270 tonnes for 2017 with 
53 tonnes available to Ireland.  This quota is only available under EU law where a by catch 
avoidance programme, as approved by the STECF, is in place.

Under an approved avoidance programme, vessels under the programme may land not more 
than 2 tonnes per month of picked dogfish that is dead at the moment when the fishing gear is 
hauled on board.

I have now asked the Marine Institute to design a pilot project on such a Picked Dogfish 
by-catch avoidance programme for consideration by my Department.  It will then have to be 
considered and approved by STECF before a limited number of vessels will be able to partici-
pate.  It is intended that this pilot programme  will further increase our knowledge of the stock, 
aid in its recovery and help ensure its long-term sustainability on the basis of firm scientific 
evidence.

28/02/2017WRUU01150Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRUU01200667. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the legal fees incurred on freedom of information requests received by his Department; the staff 
hours involved in the processing of freedom of information requests for the past three years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9671/17]

28/02/2017WRUU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has not incurred any legal fees relating to Freedom of Information requests.

My Department does not maintain records in respect of staff hours involved in the process-
ing of Freedom of Information requests and accordingly is not in a position to provide the data 
requested by the Deputy. The number of requests received in each of the last three years is set 
out in the following table.

Year Number of FOI requests received
2014 205
2015 319
2016 347
You will note that there has been a significant increase year-on-year and while the number 

of requests does not necessarily reflect the number of hours spent processing such requests, the 
nature and scope of some requests is such that a single request can take days and even weeks 
to process.
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The Freedom of Information Unit of my Department has 4 staff members as outlined in the 
following table.

Grade Number of Staff
Assistant Principal Officer 0.9
Higher Executive Officer 0.6
Executive Officers 2.0
 

The Unit coordinates Freedom of Information requests received by my Department and 
provides advice and guidance to Freedom of Information Decision Makers and Freedom of 
Information Reviewers in my Department.

Staff throughout my Department at the grade of Higher Executive Officer and equivalent 
generally act as Decision Maker for FOI requests pertaining to their business area. Staff at the 
grade of Assistant Principal Officer and equivalent generally act as Reviewer when a request for 
a review of the original decision is received.

28/02/2017WRUU01350Bord na gCon Expenditure

28/02/2017WRUU01400668. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide a detailed analysis of rental payments paid by Bord na gCon directly, or by indi-
vidual greyhound stadiums, for structures and car parks, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9704/17]

28/02/2017WRUU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

Bord na gCon has informed me that rental payments for structures in 2016 was €33,000. 
There were no rental payments for car parks in 2016. 

28/02/2017WRUU01550Greyhound Industry

28/02/2017WRUU01600669. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the closure of the Harold’s Cross greyhound stadium; the action taken to prevent this 
closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9727/17]

28/02/2017WRUU01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
has statutory responsibility for the development of the greyhound industry.  In that context, it 
runs commercial operations in a number of greyhound stadia, including Harold’s Cross.

In 2014, against the background of reducing income for the organisation through the reces-
sion, and a significant debt burden, my department commissioned an independent report into 
certain matters relating to Bord na gCon, including its financial performance and prospects.  
That report provided a road map for the sustainable development of the greyhound sector, and 
in that context recommended a number of asset disposals, including Harold’s Cross Stadium, in 
order to reduce that debt burden.

I understand that Bord na gCon, in view of its substantial debt burden, having considered 
the matter and having regard to the recommendations in the Indecon Report, has decided to 
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cease racing at Harold’s Cross and initiate the sale of the stadium in order to reduce its debt 
levels and increase its capacity to provide support and assistance to the industry.

While this is very regrettable, its view is that there is no other option if the burden of debt 
on the organisation is to be reduced in any meaningful way.  I understand that its intention is to 
transfer the Harold’s Cross racing schedule to Shelbourne Park, a few kilometres away, and that 
all 12 staff at Harold’s Cross will be offered redeployment.

28/02/2017WRUU01750Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

28/02/2017WRUU01800670. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when publication of the new areas of natural constraint scheme maps will be published; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9758/17]

28/02/2017WRUU01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Rural Development Regulation each Member State must designate areas eligible for payments 
under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme.  The ANC scheme replaces the previous 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme-Less Favoured Areas Scheme.  The designation of eligible areas 
under these schemes to date has been based on a range of socio-economic factors.  From 2018 
eligible areas must instead be designated using a set list of bio-physical criteria.  In cases where 
a Member State does not introduce this new system for payment, the old scheme remains in 
place but payments must phase out on a digressive basis.

Under the new system of designation which must be introduced in 2018, eligible areas will 
have to be designated on the basis of biophysical criteria.  The criteria set out in the legislation 
are:

- Low temperature 

- Dryness

- Excess soil moisture 

- Limited soil drainage 

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness 

- Shallow rooting depth 

- Poor chemical properties 

- Steep slope.

My Department has commenced work on this project, and relevant technical experts are 
currently sourcing and analysing the data in relation to the new criteria.  This analysis will iden-
tify areas deemed to be facing natural constraints, which will in parallel, be subjected to a re-
finement process.

Once this process is completed over the coming months, the draft data will provide the basis 
for the identification of eligible areas for ANC.  It is envisaged that stakeholders will be con-
sulted as this process develops.

28/02/2017WRUU01950GLAS Payments
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28/02/2017WRUU02000671. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment; when payment will issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9766/17]

28/02/2017WRUU02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

The 85% advance payment for 2016 has been processed and payment has issued to the per-
son named.  The balancing 15% payment for 2016 will be processed in due course according 
to the regulatory requirements.

28/02/2017WRUU02150GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRUU02200672. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9779/17]

28/02/2017WRUU02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The 85% advance payment for 2016 has been processed and payment has issued to the per-
son named.  The balancing 15% payment for 2016 will be processed in due course according 
to the regulatory requirements.

28/02/2017WRUU02350Agriculture Scheme Payments

28/02/2017WRUU02400673. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans for payment to maintain hedgerows under the GLAS scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9787/17]

28/02/2017WRUU02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The majority 
of hedgerows are designated landscape features for the purposes of the Basic Payment Scheme 
(BPS) and must be maintained in order to comply with the conditions of payment under that 
scheme.

In addition the Green Low-input Agri-environment Scheme (GLAS) provides support to ap-
plicants who commit to the rejuvenation of existing hedgerows through coppicing or laying of 
their hedgerows.  These management techniques go beyond the requirements of the Basic Pay-
ment Scheme thus ensuring that there is no risk of double payment under both GLAS and BPS. 

28/02/2017WRUU02550Young Farmers Scheme

28/02/2017WRUU02600674. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total funding originally allocated in 2014, 2015 and 2016 for CAP Pillar 1 under the 
young farmers scheme in tabular form; the total funds actually expended in each year; the 2017 
budget allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9810/17]

28/02/2017WRUU02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Young 
Farmers Scheme was introduced in 2015 as a measure to support young farmers under the 
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reformed Common Agricultural Policy.  Ireland has allocated 2% of the national ceiling to the 
Scheme each year from 2015 to 2019.

The following table sets out the total budget allocation for each year 2015-2017 for the 
Young Farmers Scheme and details of the amount paid under the Scheme for 2015.  It also sets 
out the amount paid under the 2016 Scheme to date.  With regard to the 2016 Young Farmers 
Scheme, in excess of 90% of these applications have been fully processed and in remaining 
cases my Department is in contact with individual applicants regarding additional information 
to finalise processing or carrying out final administrative and on-farm checks. In this regard, the 
amount paid under the 2016 Young Farmers Scheme will increase as the remaining successful 
applications are cleared for payment.

Year Annual National 
Ceiling 

YFS Ceiling: 2% of 
Total Funding

Total   Paid under 
YFS

2015 €1,215,003,000.00 €24,300,000.00 €18,774,796.09
2016 €1,213,470,000.00 €24,269,400.00 €16,911,201.28
2017 €1,211,899,000.00 €24,237,980.00 N/A

28/02/2017WRUU02750TB Eradication Scheme

28/02/2017WRUU02800675. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the interim report by an organisation (details supplied); his views on policy 
actions to manage the spreading of tuberculosis via deer in the region; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9811/17]

28/02/2017WRUU02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I understand 
that the Group examined the impact of deer on a range of issues including on grass and grazing, 
damage to trees and to private gardens by deer and on TB levels in the West Wicklow area.  The 
report proposes an all Wicklow approach to tackling the impact of deer on bovine TB and to the 
management of a cull.

I should explain that, while I am aware of the concerns expressed by farmers in the Wicklow 
area about the negative impact of deer on the incidence of TB in the area and on pasture and 
forestry, responsibility for wild deer rests with the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  
However, both our Departments have been actively engaging with stakeholders in the area and 
we have decided on a number of initiatives aimed at addressing these issues,  particularly in 
relation to the potential impact of the high density of deer on TB levels in the county.

In light of the findings of earlier research which revealed a high incidence of TB in deer 
in the Calary area of Co. Wicklow, a Steering Group was established in late 2016 to oversee a 
reduction in the deer density in that area.  The Group is comprised of representatives of local 
farmers, the Irish Deer Management Forum (IDMF), the Wicklow Deer Management Partner-
ship (WDMP), the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts Heritage, regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs. The Steering Group has appointed a local co-ordinator to manage the project. 
The co-ordinator is responsible for organising local hunters to implement the density reduction 
programme, liaising with landowners in the area, collecting and storing samples for scientific 
analysis and reporting regularly to the Steering Group on progress. Funding for the project has 
been made available by both Departments.

My Department is also in the process of organising a wider study on the prevalence of TB in 
deer in Wicklow as a whole. Samples will be collected from culled deer across the entire county 
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and will be subject to detailed analysis with a view to determining the linkage between TB in 
deer and TB in cattle in the area. In addition, my Department is funding a proof-of-concept pi-
lot deer fencing project to demonstrate to farmers how fencing may prevent deer from gaining 
access to lands.  

In addition to dealing with the deer problem, my Department has increased the intensity of 
its approach to the management of bovine TB in Co. Wicklow.  All TB breakdowns in cattle 
herds are investigated by veterinary staff from the local offices and there is increased usage both 
of tuberculin and blood testing for TB in order to try and get ahead of the infection cycle.  Ex-
tra staff has been assigned to the badger programme and last year more badgers were removed 
from Co. Wicklow than from any other county apart from Cork.  The incidence of TB in West 
Wicklow has fallen by over 30% to date this year while TB levels in East Wicklow are currently 
only slightly higher than in the rest of the country.

I am confident that these initiatives will assist in addressing the issues raised by the Group 
in its interim report.

28/02/2017WRVV00150Laboratory Facilities

28/02/2017WRVV00200676. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the State veterinary laboratories he is considering to relocate, in tabular form; the location 
of each such laboratory; the areas to his Department has earmarked to relocate the laboratories; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9812/17]

28/02/2017WRVV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment commissioned a Working Group, led by Prof. Alan Reilly, to undertake a comprehensive 
review of both its Central Laboratory Complex in Backweston, near Celbridge Co. Kildare and 
its Regional Laboratories.  The names and locations of all of the regional laboratories that were 
considered as part of this review process are listed in the following table:

The Working Group has presented a report to the Department, which makes various recom-
mendations for the future strategic development of the Laboratories, including on:  

- re-organisation of Divisions and support functions within the Central Laboratory complex 
and on  

- options for the future development of the Regional Laboratories. 

The latter was focused on improving disease investigative and surveillance capability but 
with the over-riding imperative of maintaining and enhancing services to farmers. 

A decision on any of the recommendations in the review will await the outcome of the con-
sultative process, currently ongoing.  In the case of the Regional Veterinary Laboratories, any 
decision will also be informed by a cost benefit analysis of the various options that have been 
proposed for their future development.

My Department’s regional laboratories are located as follows: 

Name of Regional Laboratory Location of Regional Laboratory
Athlone Regional Veterinary Laboratory Coosan, Athlone
Blood Testing Laboratory Model farm Road, Cork
Cork Dairy Science Laboratory Model farm Road, Cork



Questions - Written Answers

434

Name of Regional Laboratory Location of Regional Laboratory
Cork Regional Veterinary Laboratory Model farm Road, Cork
Kilkenny Regional Veterinary Laboratory Hebron Road (Leggetsrath), Kilkenny
Limerick Dairy Science Laboratory Kileely, Limerick
Limerick Regional Veterinary Laboratory Knockalisheen, Limerick
Sligo Regional Veterinary Laboratory Doonally, Sligo

28/02/2017WRVV00350Agriculture Schemes

28/02/2017WRVV00400677. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the grant aid currently available to farmers to incentivise use of biogas digesters and renew-
able energy production; and his plans in this regard. [9813/17]

28/02/2017WRVV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment currently does not have a grant aid scheme in place for the use of biogas digesters and 
renewable energy  production. 

Under the Rural Development Programme 2000 -2006 a Pilot Waste Processing Facilities 
Scheme made funding available for the installation of anaerobic digesters on 10 Irish farms. Of 
the 10 applicants who were approved under the scheme, two applications were finalised and 
drew down the grant available and a further two cases have been given an extension to the end 
of 2017 to complete the work. 

The Bio-Energy Scheme commenced in 2007 on a nationally funded pilot basis and contin-
ued to be nationally funded until 2010. The scheme was co-funded under the RDP 2007-2013 
for the years from 2011 to 2014. The Bioenergy Scheme 2015 provided once off capital grants 
up to 40% subject to a maximum of €1,040 per hectare to facilitate the establishment of wil-
low for use in renewable energy production. Previous schemes had covered both willow and 
miscanthus.  Grant aid was payable in respect of ground preparation, seed purchase and plant-
ing costs.  Up take on the Scheme was poor and attracted only four applications. The 2015 
Scheme was nationally funded.  The continuation of the scheme of support for the growing of 
bio-energy crops is currently under review.

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment are currently un-
dertaking a public consultation on the design options and implementation of a Renewable Heat 
Incentive in Ireland. Anaerobic Digestion is included on the list of technologies being consid-
ered for support.

28/02/2017WRVV00550GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRVV00600678. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 236 of 8 February 2017 regarding a person (details sup-
plied), if the portion of the land that needed to be reassessed for the balance of the 2015 pay-
ment under the GLAS scheme has been examined; if the examination has not yet taken place, 
the reason; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a number of farmers in the Carlingford 
and Cooley Peninsula area are still waiting for assessment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9873/17]

28/02/2017WRVV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received a first payment instalment in respect of the 2015 scheme year.
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During the 2015 balancing prepayment checking process an issue was identified in relation 
to the Low-Input Permanent Pasture action.  Department officials have examined and resolved 
this issue and the application is now being further processed for the 2015 balancing payment.

Following the issue of payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the 2016 scheme year 
payment will be processed.

28/02/2017WRVV00750GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRVV00800679. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment; when payment will be 
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9881/17]

28/02/2017WRVV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the crosscheck of De-
partment databases.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this issue with a view 
to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

28/02/2017WRVV00950Laboratory Facilities

28/02/2017WRVV01000680. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
review of veterinary laboratories being carried out was initiated by his Department or by him; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9956/17]

28/02/2017WRVV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment agreed some years ago with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to review 
its regional laboratories as an action under the Croke Park Action Plan. However, having con-
cluded that regional laboratories should not be viewed in isolation, my Department decided to 
extend the review process to include its central laboratories which are located at Backweston, 
Co. Kildare. 

My Department therefore tasked a Working Group led by Professor Alan Reilly to under-
take this broader review with the following Terms of Reference:

1. To define the laboratory services and expertise that DAFM requires at present and in the 
foreseeable future;

2. To consider how these laboratory services and expertise can best be delivered; and

3. Outline an implementation plan, including timescale, for proposed changes.

The report of this Working Group is now being considered by the Department, in consulta-
tion with all relevant stakeholders.

28/02/2017WRVV01150Laboratory Facilities

28/02/2017WRVV01200681. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will open the regional veterinary laboratory in Sligo after the review of the veterinary labora-
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tories. [9957/17]

28/02/2017WRVV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment’s Regional Veterinary Laboratory at Doonally, Sligo, continues to provide a laboratory 
diagnostic service to the North West region.

My Department commissioned a Working Group led by Prof. Alan Reilly to undertake a 
comprehensive review of the Department’s Laboratories (which are located at Backweston, 
Sligo, Limerick, Cork, Athlone and Kilkenny). 

The Group has presented a report to the Department, which makes recommendations on: 

-  Oversight and co-ordination of the laboratories activities 

-  Re-organisation of Divisions and support functions within the Central Laboratory com-
plex 

-  Options for the future development of the Regional Laboratories – with a view to im-
proving disease investigative and surveillance capability but with the over-riding imperative of 
maintaining and enhancing services to farmers and 

-  Human resources management within the laboratories - with a focus on grading structures, 
career development opportunities and workforce planning 

My Department is currently consulting with all relevant stakeholders. 

A decision on any of these recommendations will await the outcome of this consultative 
process. In the case of the Regional Veterinary Laboratories, any decision will also be informed 
by a cost benefit analysis of the various options that have been proposed for their future devel-
opment.

28/02/2017WRVV01350GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRVV01400682. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied); when the application will proceed to 
pre-payment validation stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10058/17]

28/02/2017WRVV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

28/02/2017WRVV01550Brexit Issues

28/02/2017WRVV01600683. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the specific Council of EU Agriculture Ministers meeting at which he has made the case 
for the need for a Brexit financial support package for Irish farmers during the UK’s two year 
exit phase from the EU and subsequent transition phase, specifically under Article 219 of the 
CMO Regulation; the date of every such meeting at which this was raised; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10070/17]
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28/02/2017WRVV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In the course of 
recent discussions I have raised the issue of EU support for the agrifood sector informally with 
Commissioner Hogan, and he has indicated his readiness to consider this. I and my officials are 
also continuing our engagement with the Commission and with other Member States in order 
to ensure that Ireland’s concerns and requirements in relation to Brexit are fully understood.

In the meantime, the deputy will be aware of the many measures already in place to support 
the agrifood sector in dealing with the impact of the fall in value of sterling against the euro.  
These support measures include additional funding for Bord Bia and Bord Iascaigh Mhara, in-
creased expenditure on the Rural Development Programme and the Seafood Development Pro-
gramme, agri-taxation measures and the recently launched €150 million low-cost loan scheme, 
which uses Ireland’s most recent EU aid of €11 million to leverage significant funding to help 
deal with the immediate impact of Brexit.

28/02/2017WRVV01750GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRVV01800684. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment; when payment will be 
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10084/17]

28/02/2017WRVV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015.

During the 2015 prepayment checking process an issue was identified in relation to the 
Low-Input Permanent Pasture action.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to processing the application for the 2015 payment as soon as possible.

Following the issue of payment in respect of the 2015 scheme year, the 2016 scheme year 
payment will be processed.

28/02/2017WRVV01950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/02/2017WRVV02000685. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received an AEOS 2 payment; when payment will be 
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10085/17]

28/02/2017WRVV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named commenced their AEOS 2 contract on 1 September 2011. Payment issued in respect of 
the 2011-2015 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System must take place. As 2016 is the final scheme-year of payment for the person named, 
re-checks on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before final payment can 
be processed. It is expected that these checks will be completed shortly and payments due will 
issue then.

28/02/2017WRVV02150GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRVV02200686. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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reason a person (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment; when payment will be 
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10086/17]

28/02/2017WRVV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue was identified in relation to the Pro-
tection of Watercourses from Bovines action.  Department officials have examined this issue 
and the application is now being further processed for the 2016 payment.

28/02/2017WRVV02350TAMS Payments

28/02/2017WRVV02400687. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will allow a person (details supplied) to resubmit a new TAMS II application with revised 
figures, not including VAT, in order that the information technology system can correctly pro-
cess and facilitate payment as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10087/17]

28/02/2017WRVV02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion for payment in this case is currently being examined and will be finalised as soon as pos-
sible. 

28/02/2017WRVV02550GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRVV02600688. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment; when payment will be 
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10088/17]

28/02/2017WRVV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue was identified in relation to the Con-
servation of Solitary Bees (Sand) action.  Department officials have examined and resolved this 
issue and the application is now being further processed for the 2016 payment.

28/02/2017WRVV02750GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRVV02800689. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment or SPS payment; when 
payment will be received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10089/17]

28/02/2017WRVV02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application to my Department under the ‘new entrant’ category of the 2015 
National Reserve. A letter issued to the person named in November 2015 informing her of the 
requirement to have commenced a recognised agricultural education course at FETAC Level 
6 or equivalent by the end of 2015. My Department has since been informed by the education 
course provider that the person named has not commenced a recognised education course.  In 
the circumstance the person named has not complied with the Terms and Conditions of the 
National Reserve and as a result payment under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme has been 
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withheld.

The person named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 
October 2015 and has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.  During 
the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised crosscheck of 
Department databases.  Department officials are examining the case further.

28/02/2017WRWW00200Living Wage

28/02/2017WRWW00300690. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in 
agencies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10093/17]

28/02/2017WRWW00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Based on 
introducing a minimal threshold hourly rate of €11.50, the estimated additional annual cost for 
staff employed by my Department would be approximately €241,000.  

The parallel information in respect of State Bodies under the aegis of my Department is a 
matter for the Bodies themselves.

28/02/2017WRWW00500Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

28/02/2017WRWW00600691. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a supplementary ANC payment will issue to a person (details supplied). [10134/17]

28/02/2017WRWW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2016 Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes was received from the person named 
on 25 April  2016.  Processing of the application has recently been finalised under the scheme 
and payment will issue to the nominated bank account of the person named shortly.

28/02/2017WRWW00800Bord na gCon Expenditure

28/02/2017WRWW00900692. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
date he first received a draft copy of the Irish Greyhound Board’s 2015 annual report; when the 
final report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10135/17]

28/02/2017WRWW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established in 1958, under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na 
gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine.

Bord na gCon submitted its 2015 draft unaudited annual report to my Department on the 
26th February 2016.

Bord na gCon has informed me that the 2015 annual report is available on its website.

28/02/2017WRWW01100GLAS Payments
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28/02/2017WRWW01200693. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied). [10137/17]

28/02/2017WRWW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.  

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

28/02/2017WRWW01400TAMS Payments

28/02/2017WRWW01500694. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a TAMS II payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10138/17]

28/02/2017WRWW01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appli-
cant in this case paid a deposit on an investment item prior to the receipt of approval under the 
scheme which is not allowed under the Terms and Conditions of the TAMS II Scheme. 

The case is being processed and the Department will be in direct contact with the applicant 
when the case is finalised.

28/02/2017WRWW01700GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRWW01800695. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo, in view of the fact 
that the delay is causing undue financial hardship; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10140/17]

28/02/2017WRWW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.  

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

28/02/2017WRWW02000Fishing Industry

28/02/2017WRWW02100696. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to a recent judgment by the European Court of Justice (details sup-
plied) concerning fishing off Western Sahara; if his attention has been further drawn to any Irish 
vessels doing this; and if his Department has provided advice to Irish companies in this regard 
and to respect the Court’s judgment. [10147/17]

28/02/2017WRWW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The current 
Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the EU & Morocco entered into force on 28 February 
2007 for a period of 4 years and has been renewed twice since that date.  The current protocol 
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to this Agreement was adopted by the Agriculture and Fisheries Council on 16 December 2013 
and entered into force on 15 July 2014 following the completion of internal ratification pro-
cedures by Morocco.  When the EU-Morocco FPA was adopted by the Agriculture Council in 
May 2006, Ireland supported the proposal but issued a statement stating that this support was 
on the basis that it did not prejudice the longstanding position of the EU on the status of the 
Western Sahara.

The FPA with Morocco is considered one of the EU’s most important bilateral fisheries 
agreements.  Under the protocol, the EU provides a financial contribution to the Moroccan au-
thorities each year in exchange for fishing opportunities for Community fishermen in Moroccan 
waters.

When the process of negotiation began on the current protocol, Ireland sought that any 
agreement should be more transparent and should include clear and specific reporting on the 
benefits of the Agreement to the Western Sahara.  Specifically, in 2013 Ireland joined with other 
Member States in a statement emphasizing the importance of having regard to human rights and 
self determination in terms of the implementation of the agreement

Ireland continues to be a firm supporter of the right to self-determination of the people of the 
Western Sahara and the Government remains firmly committed to this principle.  Previously, 
the advice of the Council’s Legal Service has been that the FPA with Morocco did not entail a de 
jure recognition of Morocco’s legal rights in respect of the area.  Therefore there was no conflict 
between Ireland’s position on the Western Sahara and its support for the agreement.

Eleven Member States, including Ireland, are allocated fishing opportunities under this 
agreement.  Ireland receives a quota of 2,500 tonnes each year in the FPA’s industrial pelagic 
category.  All applications to fish under this FPA are submitted to the European Commission 
via my Department.  No Irish fishing vessel has sought to avail of these fishing opportunities or 
operate in Moroccan waters under this FPA since 2007, 10 years ago. 

This FPA is continuously monitored by the European Commission, the European Parliament 
and the European Council.  As part of the agreement, Morocco must provide regular, detailed 
reports on the use of the financial contribution for the fisheries sector, including the economic 
and social benefits on a geographical basis.  There is also a mechanism for the possible sus-
pension of the agreement, including in the event of violations of human rights and democratic 
principles.

My Department is aware of the judgement by the Court of Justice of the European Union 
dated 21 December 2016.  The Department is not aware of any statement from the European 
Commission or the Council to date regarding the Court judgment or any indication of any plans 
to introduce amendments to the existing fisheries protocol in place between the European Union 
and Morocco.  My Department will continue to monitor this issue closely.

28/02/2017WRWW02300Basic Payment Scheme Applications

28/02/2017WRWW02400697. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a re-
view is to be carried out to allow a person (details supplied) the opportunity to apply for entitle-
ments of the basic payment scheme 2015 under force majeure. [10222/17]

28/02/2017WRWW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a Force Majeure application to my Department requesting the value of entitle-
ments he sold in 2014 to be taken into consideration when calculating his entitlement allocation 
under the Basic Payment Scheme.  
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My Department examined the circumstances of this application and despite exploring all 
possible avenues the application was deemed to be unsuccessful as it did not fit the criteria re-
quired to deem it a case of ‘force majeure’.  Furthermore the entitlements which were sold by 
the person named in 2014 have subsequently been used to calculate the value of entitlements in 
the accounts of the purchasers.

The person named was informed in writing of this decision and provided with the option 
to further appeal his case to the Agriculture Appeals Office.  To date no such appeal has been 
received.

28/02/2017WRWW02600Bord na gCon

28/02/2017WRWW02700698. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
immediately stand down Bord na gCon as the first step in addressing the mismanagement of the 
industry which has received large amounts of public money, in view of the litany of problems 
in the greyhound industry. [10237/17]

28/02/2017WRWW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na 
gCon is a commercial state body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, 
charged with the regulation and development of the greyhound racing industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

I am satisfied that the Chairman and Board of Bord na gCon continue to discharge their 
functions and that against the background of a difficult operating environment over the past 
number of years, they are taking positive steps to address the issues identified in the Indecon 
Report, the Report of the Joint Committee for Agriculture, Food and the Marine on the Grey-
hound industry in Ireland and more recently in the Morris Report, including those in relation to 
finance, governance and integrity services.

I expect to bring the Heads of a new Greyhound Racing Bill to cabinet soon which address 
the governance of Bord na gCon, strengthen regulatory controls in the industry, modernise 
sanctions and improve integrity with a view to building a reputation for exceptional regulation 
in the sector.

28/02/2017WRWW02900Agriculture Scheme Payments

28/02/2017WRWW03000699. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
meaning implied when his Department states the term “IT functionality”; the details of the IT 
functionality failures that are causing agricultural payments to be so severely delayed; the ac-
tion being taken to rectify these IT functionality problems; the length of time he expects it will 
take before persons can expect overdue payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10239/17]

28/02/2017WRWW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has a very good reputation in the delivery of schemes.  ICT systems to support all Pillar 1 
and over 20 Pillar 2 schemes have already been delivered in the first two years of the new CAP 
Programme.  This equates to more than one new scheme every month and no other country in 
the EU has come close to this level of delivery.  Ireland has so far drawn down some 32% of 
its allocated funding for the period of the programme.  In contrast the average EU drawdown 
to-date stands at 14%.  Ireland has delivered at nearly 2½ times the European average.  Also as 
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an example, Northern Ireland has just this month launched its first agri-environmental scheme 
under the CAP 2015-2020 Programme.  Ireland has already successfully launched three GLAS 
schemes and two Organic Farm schemes.  This rate of delivery could only have been made pos-
sible by the availability of very dedicated delivery teams and high quality ICT systems which 
have provided excellent support in the operation of the schemes.

GLAS payments underway since December 2016 represent the first full year payment 
schedule under the GLAS scheme.  More than 28,000 participants in the scheme received 85% 
of their payment totalling almost €100 million before the end of last year.  To date 30,700 par-
ticipants have been paid which represents 83% of total scheme participants.  Payments runs will 
continue on a weekly basis.

The majority of the outstanding applications involve cases where the computer system has 
discovered issues which by their nature require manual intervention to resolve.  These applica-
tions require further investigation and are being gone through on an individual basis.  These 
cases, many of which are quite complex to resolve or require further feedback from the farmer, 
can take a considerable effort to resolve.  They are being addressed with the greatest urgency 
possible to ensure that the farmer gets paid as soon as possible. 

I can assure the Deputy that everything is being done to ensure the earliest possible resolu-
tion of these cases.

28/02/2017WRWW03200GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRWW03300700. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a GLAS payment will issue to a person (details supplied). [10242/17]

28/02/2017WRWW03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.  

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

28/02/2017WRWW03500Departmental Schemes

28/02/2017WRWW03600701. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if there 
is any compensation scheme or hardship fund for a person that has suffered significant financial 
and stock losses due to attacks by a wild dog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10243/17]

28/02/2017WRWW03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Incidents of 
sheep being maimed and killed by roaming dogs is of great concern to me and I would ask all 
dog owners in both urban and rural areas to ensure that they are aware of the whereabouts of 
their dogs at all times. 

While my Department is not in a position to compensate for sheep losses due to dog attacks, 
I would urge all farmers to heed the advice of the farming organisations and ensure adequate 
insurance is in place as a means of protection from financial loss against an unforeseen event 
such as a sheep kill.  Any farmer that has lost sheep as a result of attacks by dogs should get a 
valuation of the losses and inform their insurance company of any losses as soon as possible 
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after the incident occurs.

28/02/2017WRWW03800Superlevy Fine

28/02/2017WRWW03900702. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there is support available to persons that continue to struggle with the financial burden of super-
levy fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10249/17]

28/02/2017WRWW04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am fully 
aware of issues facing dairy farmers and I am committed to working with all stakeholders in the 
sector to address these issues and ensure that we have a sustainable dairy sector going forward.

With respect to superlevy repayments, the rules governing the EU milk quota regime, in-
cluding the superlevy system for production above quota, were set at EU level.  It is not within 
the gift of individual Member States to amend these rules. 

However at the request of Ireland and some other Member States, the EU Commission 
introduced a provision last year permitting payment of the levy in three annual instalments, 
without interest.  This was on the understanding that the full amount of the levy was paid to the 
Commission by the Member State in 2015.  Ireland was one of the few Member States to imple-
ment this scheme and make it available to our farmers.  The farmers who applied are currently 
in their final year of repayments.

There are a number of other initiatives at industry, national and EU level aimed at mitigating 
market volatility in the dairy sector.  The EU Commission has responded to these difficulties 
through the deployment of support measures provided for under the CAP.  Market difficulties 
continued into the middle of 2016 and the Commission presented a further package of measures 
at the Agri-Fish Council in July.  The main component is a fund of €500 million.

The main element of the EU July 2016 package is a €350 million fund that will be allocated 
to Member States in the form of national envelopes, which Member States can use in accor-
dance with their domestic circumstances.  As part of Budget 2017 I announced a new low cost 
loan fund for the livestock, including in particular dairy, as well as tillage sectors which will 
utilise Ireland’s €11.1M allocation, in conjunction with national funds, to leverage a greater 
fund in the region of €150M to provide such a low cost loan model for Irish farmers.

 The market returns to Irish dairy farmers are also starting to show improved returns over 
the last few months and the outlook for 2017 is more positive than last year.  I am monitoring 
this market situation closely as I am aware that the recovery is still somewhat fragile and will 
remain in close contact with stakeholders as the year progresses.

28/02/2017WRWW04100GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRWW04200703. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in making a GLAS payment to a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10260/17]

28/02/2017WRWW04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

Department records show that following a Cross Compliance inspection under the Basic 
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Payment Scheme a penalty was applied on the holding of the person named.  Under the regula-
tions the same level of penalty must now be applied to the GLAS payment.  The administrative 
checks on the GLAS application also identified non compliances with the Wild Bird Cover 
action which resulted in a further penalty being incurred.  Officials in my Department are fi-
nalising the 2016 payment calculations to take account of these Cross Compliance and GLAS 
administrative penalties with a view to issuing payment.

28/02/2017WRXX00200Grant Aid

28/02/2017WRXX00300704. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if there is a new grant scheme available for small-scale forestry (details supplied); if so, when 
this scheme commences; the timeframe for persons to get access to such a scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10261/17]

28/02/2017WRXX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the Af-
forestation scheme funded by the exchequer, an application for grant aid  must be at least 0.1 
hectares for broadleaf trees and 1 hectare for conifers.  The European Investment Bank and 
Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) recently announced a new initiative expected to sup-
port €112 million of new investment in privately owned forests across Ireland.  Since the 1980’s 
over 19,000 unique private forest owners have received grant aid from the State to establish 
forests, the average size of which is 9.1 hectares.  This announcement will help bring more of 
these forests under a single management plan and in doing so help address the economy of scale 
issue that is associated with the fragmented nature of Ireland’s private forest estate.

While the announcement by the EIB provides an option for some private forest owners it 
is important that those owners who wish to retain and manage their own forests are also sup-
ported.  In this regard the Department has signed a contract to develop a certification template 
to assist forest owners in achieving certification for their forests.  Two certification groups will 
also be established as part of this exercise to help reduce the cost for those wishing to certify 
their woodlands.

28/02/2017WRXX00500Greyhound Industry

28/02/2017WRXX00600705. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the closure of Harold’s Cross greyhound stadium and the possible sale of same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10292/17]

28/02/2017WRXX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
has statutory responsibility for the development of the greyhound industry.  In that context, it 
runs commercial operations in a number of greyhound stadia, including Harold’s Cross.

In 2014, against the background of reducing income for the organisation through the reces-
sion, and a significant debt burden, my department commissioned an independent report into 
certain matters relating to Bord na gCon, including its financial performance and prospects.  
That report provided a road map for the sustainable development of the greyhound sector, and 
in that context recommended a number of asset disposals, including Harold’s Cross Stadium, in 
order to reduce that debt burden.

I understand that Bord na gCon, in view of its substantial debt burden, having considered 
the matter and having regard to the recommendations in the Indecon Report, has decided to 
cease racing at Harold’s Cross and initiate the sale of the stadium in order to reduce its debt 
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levels and increase its capacity to provide support and assistance to the industry.

While this is very regrettable, its view is that there is no other option if the burden of debt 
on the organisation is to be reduced in any meaningful way.  I understand that its intention is to 
transfer the Harold’s Cross racing schedule to Shelbourne Park, a few kilometres away, and that 
all 12 staff at Harold’s Cross will be offered redeployment.

28/02/2017WRXX00800Bord na gCon

28/02/2017WRXX00900706. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider initiating a review into the operations and governance standards of Bord Na 
gCon, the Irish Greyhound Board; if he will consider suspending the activities of Bord na gCon 
pending the outcome of this proposed review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10293/17]

28/02/2017WRXX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My predeces-
sor commissioned the Indecon report, which was published in July 2014, in recognition of the 
need to review and reform aspects of the greyhound sector. 

The Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine published its report on the grey-
hound industry in January 2016 and in July 2016 the Irish Greyhound Board’s  Anti Doping and 
Medication Review was published.

I view it as critically important that the recommendations outlined in these reports are im-
plemented, with a view to ensuring that the greyhound industry can reach its full potential and 
prosper into the future.

Bord na gCon has assured me that it continues to implement the recommendations made in 
the aforementioned reports. 

For my part, I expect to bring the Heads of a new Greyhound Racing Bill to cabinet this 
month which address the governance of Bord na gCon, strengthen regulatory controls in the 
industry, modernise sanctions and improve integrity with a view to building a reputation for 
exceptional regulation in the sector.

Against this background I have no plans to commission a further review into the greyhound 
industry at this time.

28/02/2017WRXX01100GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRXX01200707. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10308/17]

28/02/2017WRXX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.  

The 85% advance payment for 2016 has been processed and payment has issued to the per-
son named.  The balancing 15% payment for 2016 will be processed in due course according 
to the regulatory requirements.
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28/02/2017WRXX01400Marine Institute

28/02/2017WRXX01500708. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the na-
ture of the relationship between the Marine Institute and an organisation (details supplied). 
[10318/17]

28/02/2017WRXX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This is an 
operational matter for the Marine Institute.  I have requested the Marine Institute to respond 
directly to the Deputy on the specific information requested.

28/02/2017WRXX01700Marine Institute

28/02/2017WRXX01800709. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way 
in which an organisation (details supplied) is funded. [10319/17]

28/02/2017WRXX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This is an 
operational matter for the Marine Institute.  I have requested the Marine Institute to respond 
directly to the Deputy on the specific information requested.

28/02/2017WRXX02000Marine Institute

28/02/2017WRXX02100710. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the source 
of funding provided by the Marine Institute to an organisation (details supplied) under the na-
tional infrastructure access programme. [10320/17]

28/02/2017WRXX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This is an 
operational matter for the Marine Institute.   I have requested the Marine Institute to respond 
directly to the Deputy on the specific information requested.

28/02/2017WRXX02300Fishing Industry

28/02/2017WRXX02400711. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
current vessel monitoring system reporting interval can be reduced from one to two hours to 
eight minutes to vessel tracking. [10338/17]

28/02/2017WRXX02500712. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
switching off the vessel monitoring system and automatic identification system is an offence; 
and the penalties that result following prosecution. [10339/17]

28/02/2017WRXX02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 711 and 712 together.

Control of the fishing within Ireland’s Exclusive Fisheries Zone is a matter for the Irish con-
trol authorities.  Under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, operational is-
sues concerning sea fisheries control - such as the Vessel Monitoring System and the Automatic 
Identification System - are a matter for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) and the 
Naval Service.  The prosecution of infringements which are an offence under national legisla-
tion, implementing EU fisheries regulations or otherwise are carried out on behalf of the State 
by the Director of Public Prosecutions.
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Article 18 of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 404/2011 of 8 April 2011 pro-
vides that a Union fishing vessel subject to Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) shall not be al-
lowed to leave a port without a fully operational satellite tracking device installed on board.

Article 20 of that Regulation provides inter alia that the master of a Union fishing vessel 
shall ensure that satellite tracking devices are fully operational at all times. 

In relation to frequency of data transmission and reporting intervals, Article 22 of that Regu-
lation provides that each Member State shall ensure that its Fisheries Monitoring Centre (FMC) 
receives at least once every two hours, through the Vessel Monitoring System the required 
information.  It further provides that the FMC may require that information at shorter time 
intervals. 

The Naval Service acts as the official agency with responsibility for the operation of Ire-
land’s FMC.

28/02/2017WRXX02700Fishing Industry

28/02/2017WRXX02800713. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number incidents of pot losses that have been reported to State agencies as a result of towing by 
larger vessels over the past five years. [10340/17]

28/02/2017WRXX02900714. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
State agency which has responsibilty to investigate the loss of static fishing gear caused by 
larger mobile, towed fishing gear. [10341/17]

28/02/2017WRXX03000715. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
mechanisms in place to facilitate fishermen seeking compensation for pots lost to large vessels. 
[10342/17]

28/02/2017WRXX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 713 to 715, inclusive, together.

The loss of or damage to fishing gear caused by other vessels is most effectively dealt with 
as a civil matter between the parties involved.  Neither my department nor the agencies under 
its aegis have a role in relation to this issue.

28/02/2017WRXX03200GLAS Payments

28/02/2017WRXX03300716. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10356/17]

28/02/2017WRXX03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.  

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue presented on the computerised 
crosscheck of Department databases.  Department officials have resolved this issue and the ap-
plication is now being further processed with a view to issuing payment in respect of 2016 as 
soon as possible.
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28/02/2017WRXX03500TAMS Applications

28/02/2017WRXX03600717. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a per-
son (details supplied) can submit a new TAMS II application in view of an error in their initial 
application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10444/17]

28/02/2017WRXX03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion for payment in this case is currently being examined and will be finalised as soon as pos-
sible.

28/02/2017WRYY00200Harness Racing Industry

28/02/2017WRYY00300718. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the Indecon report (details supplied) will be ready for submission to his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [10466/17]

28/02/2017WRYY00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Indecon 
report on the Irish Harness Racing Sector is due to be submitted to the Department before the 
end or March 2017.

28/02/2017WRYY00500Aquaculture Licences

28/02/2017WRYY00600719. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 546 of 21 February 2017, the way in which he plans to amend a 
licence for an operation (details supplied), when this licence expired on 13 February 2007 and 
no other licence exists for this operation at this location. [10478/17]

28/02/2017WRYY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The aquacul-
ture site referred to by the Deputy is operating under the provisions of Section 19(A)4 of the 
1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and accordingly must comply with the terms and conditions 
of the expired licence.  The appropriate amendment in question is under consideration by my 
Department at present.

28/02/2017WRYY00800Aquaculture Development

28/02/2017WRYY00900720. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the envi-
ronmental assessment undertaken before permitting an increased level of stocking at an opera-
tion (details supplied). [10479/17]

28/02/2017WRYY01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for an increased level of stocking at aquaculture sites are considered by my Department under 
the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and related national and EU legislation.  
In accordance with the applicable legislation an Environmental Impact Statement must be sub-
mitted to my Department in order to enable consideration of such an application.

28/02/2017WRYY01100Foreshore Licence Applications

28/02/2017WRYY01200721. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the en-
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vironmental assessment undertaken before overruling the recommendation of the foreshore 
and licensing division of his Deparment to rescind the licence for overstocking at an operation 
(details supplied).  [10480/17]

28/02/2017WRYY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The decision 
in the case referred to by the Deputy was taken in accordance with Section 68(1) of the 1997 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act and followed detailed examination of the key issues of the case.

28/02/2017WRYY01400Aquaculture Data

28/02/2017WRYY01500722. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department received a request from Donegal county council to control the overstocking at the 
Lough Alton hatchery due to repeated requests for a plan to reduce the overstocking (details 
supplied).  [10481/17]

28/02/2017WRYY01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is aware of correspondence from Donegal County Council concerning the effluent dis-
charge licence in respect of the aquaculture site referred to by the Deputy.  Compliance with the 
effluent discharge licence is a matter for the Local Authority in the first instance.

28/02/2017WRYY01700Forestry Sector

28/02/2017WRYY01800723. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 583 of 14 February 2017, in view of the fact that Coillte 
Teoranta and Coillte CGA are exempt agencies from FOI requests, if he will provide the par-
ticulars of Collite’s engagement with the private investigations firm it hired in 2016; if there 
was use of a tracking device by the private investigative firm in question; his views on the use 
of such devices by the firm for work it carried out on behalf of Coillte; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10482/17]

28/02/2017WRYY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coillte CGA 
was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 1988 and, as advised 
previously, day-to-day operational matters, such as the engagement of service providers, are 
the responsibility of the company, as is the way in which such entities provide the services for 
which they were engaged.

28/02/2017WRYY02000Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRYY02100724. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the tribunals established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011, in tabular 
form; the number of days each tribunal sat for; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10766/17]

28/02/2017WRYY02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There has 
been one judicial inquiry in my Department and the details are as follows:
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Date Name Terms of Reference Costs 
31 May 
1991 

Beef Tribunal To inquire into the following definite matters of 
urgent public importance: (i) allegations re-
garding illegal activities, fraud and malpractice 
in and in connection with the beef processing 
industry made or referred to: (a) in Dáil Éireann, 
and (b) on a television programme transmitted 
by ITV on 13 May 1991; (ii) any matters con-
nected with or relevant to the matters aforesaid 
which the Tribunal considers it necessary to in-
vestigate in connection with its inquiries into the 
matters mentioned at (i) above; and 2. making 
such recommendations (if any) as the Tribunal, 
having regard to its findings, thinks proper.

€27.2m

28/02/2017WRYY02300Fishing Licences

28/02/2017WRYY02400725. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of an application by a fishing club (details supplied) to Inland Fisheries 
Ireland regarding a lease.  [9587/17]

28/02/2017WRYY02500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I am informed by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that the club 
referred to by the Deputy has made a submission to IFI on the availability of a long term licence 
for Pallas Lake.  Longer term licences are granted on the basis of an appropriate development 
plan and a formal application.    I understand that the application was made on foot of funding 
opportunities available to the club to develop the lake further as an amenity and to proactively 
promote the lake. In order to facilitate a licence arrangement, the status of the title to the fishery 
must be verified and IFI is in the process of doing this.   As the Deputy may appreciate, issues 
of title verification can be complex but it is important, particularly from the club’s perspective, 
to establish this definitively.  Subject to verification of ownership, IFI’s intention is to offer the 
fishery for licence through the appropriate tender procedures. 

IFI advise that they expect to be in contact with the club in the coming weeks on the issue 
of title and potential licence arrangement.

28/02/2017WRYY02600Waste Disposal Charges

28/02/2017WRYY02700726. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of domestic waste charges and allowances for those persons with spe-
cial needs that have to dispose of incontinence products; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9712/17]

28/02/2017WRYY02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The charges applied by waste management companies are a matter between those 
companies and their customers, subject to compliance with all applicable environmental and 
other relevant legislation, including contract and consumer legislation.

The waste management industry had committed to providing a full weight allowance for the 
disposal of non-infancy incontinence wear to patients supplied with such products by the HSE 
if a mandatory pay-by-weight per-kilogramme charging system was introduced for household 
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waste collection. 

However, as the waste industry began releasing, in June 2016, its proposed prices under 
the introduction of a mandatory pay-by-weight charging structure, the Government relayed its 
concern to the industry regarding the reported escalation of waste bills for customers of certain 
companies and ultimately mandatory pay-per-kilogramme charging for household waste col-
lection was not introduced in June 2016. However, it remains open to a company to continue to 
offer waste collection on a pay-by-weight basis.  Many companies already had a pay-by-weight 
element to their charging structure before the agreement was reached and many of their custom-
ers had opted for this approach. 

My Department is currently reviewing, together with the regulatory authorities and industry 
representatives, the introduction of an incentivised pricing system for household waste col-
lection. Incentivised pricing aims to encourage people to prevent, reduce and segregate their 
waste, to reduce our reliance on landfill for waste disposal in light of the landfill capacity emer-
gencies that occurred in 2016, and also facilitates the industry in providing people with a range 
of options to manage their waste costs. The issue raised by the Deputy will be considered as 
part of the review.

28/02/2017WRYY02900Waterways Issues

28/02/2017WRYY03000727. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the position regarding a specific project (details supplied) in County Cork. 
[10244/17]

28/02/2017WRYY03100738. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the provision of funding for a specific project (details sup-
plied) in County Cork. [10245/17]

28/02/2017WRYY03200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to take Questions Nos. 727 and 738 together.

Cork County Council is the authority responsible for carrying out works to the weir and 
for the funding of same.  I understand that both a project to ensure a permanent solution to fish 
passage and a project to ensure temporary repairs, while the permanent solution is awaited, are 
required. 

My Department and Inland Fisheries Ireland have been liaising with the Council to advise 
how any proposed works can be consistent with fisheries and environmental obligations, par-
ticularly the EU Habitats Directive.  The engineering advisors of the Council and the Depart-
ment have also agreed the essential details of the permanent proposals and the Department has 
agreed to the Council’s temporary repair proposals.  

Most recently, the Council has advised my Department that it is involved in land acquisition 
in respect of its permanent project proposals and, once this is complete, have undertaken to set 
out a timetable for the commencement and completion of works.   

The Council have also advised the estimated project costs to my Department. Funding is 
entirely a matter for the Council, and funds for this and similar projects are not provided for 
within my Department’s Vote.  The Council have been advised  that my Department is open to 
assist and advise from a fisheries and environmental perspective should the Council wish to 
make a case for a central funding provision to service the requirement for a permanent solution.
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28/02/2017WRYY03300Broadband Service Provision

28/02/2017WRYY03400728. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will provide a breakdown of access to high speed broadband in north 
Kildare, by region, since 1 January 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9574/17]

28/02/2017WRYY03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband ser-
vices to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved 
through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State 
Intervention in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint. 

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the commercial rollout and the State Intervention area.  The areas marked BLUE rep-
resent those areas where commercial providers are either currently delivering or have plans to 
deliver high speed broadband services.  The Department continues to monitor the commercial 
deployment plans in the BLUE area where commercial operators have committed to providing 
services, to ensure that those services are delivered.  The areas marked AMBER on the High 
Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas for the State Intervention. 

Information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage across the town-
lands in every county is available on my Department’s website at www.dccae.gov.ie/commu-
nications/en-ie/Broadband/Pages/County-and-Townland-Maps.aspx.  Based on information 
provided by commercial operators and represented on our broadband map, coverage in County 
Kildare is mixed.  77% of premises in Kildare falls within the BLUE area i.e. within the com-
mercial operator(s) coverage area.  The remaining 23%, falls within the AMBER area and will 
be covered by the State Intervention.

My Department will shortly update the High Speed Broadband map to finalise the Interven-
tion Area for the Procurement process, taking into account industry investments that have not 
materialised in Blue areas, together with new industry investments within the proposed State 
Intervention Area, along with concrete and credible commitments by industry for further new 
investments within the Intervention Area.

28/02/2017WRYY03600Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRYY03700729. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the legal fees incurred on FOI requests received by his Department; the staff 
hours involved in the processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [9674/17]
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28/02/2017WRYY03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Dealing with FOI requests forms part of the usual duties of officials and the time 
spent on processing such requests are not monitored separately.  In cases where search and 
retrieval time was more than 5 hours, fees are charged and the number of cases where this oc-
curred is set out in the table below: 

Year Number of FOI Requests Number where fees Charged
2016 159  3
2015 151  4
2014 74  0
My Department incurred no legal fees in responding to FOI requests received during the 

period in question.

28/02/2017WRYY03900Coillte Teoranta Lands

28/02/2017WRYY04000730. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the information his Department holds on the proposed development of a sustain-
able commercial development at the townlands of Aghagad, Aghagowner, Bracklin, Carrow-
keel, Cornaveagh, Creemully, Aghagad Beg, Derryhippoo and Leam, County Roscommon; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9739/17]

28/02/2017WRYY04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As a local public representative for Roscommon I was made aware of a public 
meeting that took place on 20 February last in regard to a potential development referred to by 
the Deputy. This was on foot of a recent advertisement by Coillte in the local media. I subse-
quently attended the public meeting along with several other public representatives.

I am advised by Coillte that due to the nature and extent of the Coillte estate, the company 
regularly receives a significant number of enquiries from a range of third parties in relation to 
both potential development and recreation opportunities on Coillte lands. Upon receipt of such 
an expression of interest, Coillte would seek expressions of interest from other parties who may 
have an interest in the lands in question.  It is normal practice for the company to advertise in 
both local and/or national media, whichever is the most appropriate.  Given the obvious com-
mercial sensitivities around third party business plans, Coillte respects the confidentially of 
these engagements, until due process has been completed. 

The company has further confirmed to me it has received an expression of interest in respect 
of the lands in question as referenced in their recent advertisement and is following standard 
operating procedure as outlined above. In this regard, no commitment has been made to any 
parties in respect of these lands. Any planning or other statutory consents that might arise in 
regard to any future development would be a matter for the relevant authorities.  

As this is a commercial matter for Coillte, a body that is not under the aegis of my Depart-
ment, I have no further details on the matter.  

28/02/2017WRYY04200Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

28/02/2017WRYY04300731. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment the number of licensed telecommunication operators using the Met-
ropolitan Area Networks (MANs) around Ireland; the number of operators using this network 
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in County Monaghan; if an assessment has been made on the success of MANs; if an audit has 
been done on their value for money; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9788/17]

28/02/2017WRYY04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The State invested in the construction of 88 Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs), 
covering 94 regional cities and towns, over the period 2002-2009.  These wholesale, open ac-
cess fibre networks are operated and managed in a commercial manner, on behalf of the State, 
by a Managed Services Entity (MSE), enet.  Currently, over 65 licensed telecommunication op-
erators use the MANs infrastructure, with some 2,500 connections to the MANs.  The number 
of end users served by these service providers is a matter for the individual telecoms operators.  
However, it is estimated that in excess of 600,000 business users and individuals are benefitting 
from the MANs, including industrial estates, multinationals, SMEs, State entities, educational 
institutions, together with fixed and mobile customers outside Dublin. 

In the case of County Monaghan, 11 service providers utilise the MANs infrastructure at 
Carrickmacross, Castleblayney, Clones and Monaghan town to provide retail services to their 
respective customers. 

A Cost Benefit Analysis study and a Value for Money review of the Phase I MANs were car-
ried out a number of years ago.  More recently, my Department concluded an internal review of 
the MANs Programme in autumn last year.  This involved a detailed retrospective review of the 
performance of the MANs in terms of the delivery of their policy objectives, an identification 
of the challenges facing the MANs, and an assessment of their ongoing relevance in the current 
telecommunications market.  

The review found that the MANs have played, and continue to play, an important role in 
driving competition in the regions and attracting foreign direct investment to the cities and 
towns where they are located.  The creation of the MANs as an exclusive fibre network facili-
tates service providers, large and small, in responding to the ongoing growth in demand for 
bandwidth capacity. The MAN infrastructure remains central to the telecommunications market 
in regional Ireland.

28/02/2017WRZZ00200Telecommunications Services Provision

28/02/2017WRZZ00300732. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment if an assessment has been made on Project Kelvin’s success here; the 
number of businesses in County Monaghan availing of this direct fibre optic connection to the 
US; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9789/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Kelvin network, which has been fully operational since 2011, provides di-
rect international telecoms connectivity between the North West of Ireland and North America 
(New York) and Europe (Amsterdam).  It is linked by a terrestrial fibre network to bring the 
Kelvin connectivity to 13 urban centres North and South, including Letterkenny, Monaghan, 
Castleblayney, Dundalk, Drogheda and Dublin.  An independent evaluation finalised in 2016 
indicated that the network has:

-  increased competition in the telecommunications market in the North-South Interreg re-
gion of Ireland and reduced costs for international telecoms connectivity

-  provided a modern, high speed (reduced latency) international connectivity infrastructure 
between the North West of Ireland and North America and Europe
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-  improved the resilience of telecoms networks in the Interreg region and in Ireland

-  removed a disadvantage of the Interreg region and provided a basis for attracting invest-
ment

-  benefitted businesses and citizens in the Interreg, border and North West regions of Ire-
land. 

My officials understand that some 35 customers, comprising telecommunications operators, 
large corporates, local government bodies and global technology companies avail of connectiv-
ity on the Kelvin network to provide telecoms and broadband services to end users, including 
businesses, or to meet their own connectivity needs.  Of these, it is understood that two telecom-
munications operators utilise the Kelvin network in County Monaghan.  My Department does 
not hold information relating to the detail of the services procured on the Kelvin network which 
is a matter for the individual customers involved. 

28/02/2017WRZZ00500National Broadband Plan Implementation

28/02/2017WRZZ00600733. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the status of the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9790/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband ser-
vices to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland. The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved 
through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State 
Intervention in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second. The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint. 

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
current extent of the State Intervention area:

-  The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial telecommunications 
providers are either currently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high 
speed broadband services,  

-  The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target ar-
eas for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process. It is 
intended that premises within this area will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per 
second when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing 
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the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area. My Department will 
shortly update the High Speed Broadband map to finalise the Intervention Area for the Procure-
ment process, taking into account industry investments that have not materialised in Blue areas, 
together with new industry investments within the proposed State Intervention Area, along 
with concrete and credible commitments by industry for further new investments within the 
Intervention Area.

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution. This provides for a future proofed 
solution for the 25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP. 

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best rollout strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/
or high demand. This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network rollout plan. A 
prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the Minister for 
Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. A detailed rollout plan for the network 
will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

In this regard, I and Minister Humphreys established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force in July 2016.  The findings of this Taskforce recommends practical actions that can be 
taken to remove barriers to and improve mobile phone and broadband access in Ireland. The 
Taskforce report is available at the following link:www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/
Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx. 

Minister Humphreys has established two regional action groups, working with Local Au-
thorities, Local Enterprise Offices and other relevant agencies to unlock barriers to invest-
ment in mobile and broadband services. Since July, there has been significant progress made 
in discussions with the key stakeholders including local authority management representation, 
Government Departments and State agencies, as well as interaction with ComReg and telecoms 
operators.

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with the allocation of spectrum in 
the 3.6GHz band, in early 2017. This will provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available 
for mobile and fixed wireless services. I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to 
free up the 700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country.
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28/02/2017WRZZ00800Alternative Energy Projects

28/02/2017WRZZ00900734. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the ESB’s WestWave ocean energy project off County Clare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10080/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ01000735. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the EU and national funding received by the WestWave ocean energy project 
off County Clare to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10081/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 734 and 735 together.

The WestWave project is a collaborative ocean energy project led by the ESB with the ob-
jective of accelerating the development of the ocean energy sector in Ireland.  ESB is working 
with a number of wave energy developers to realise this 5MW project off the coast of Clare, 
however the details in regard to the developers, procurement process and specific technologies 
involved are matters for ESB. 

I am advised by the ESB that the WestWave project is expected to be operational by 2020.  
This is a highly innovative project and it is imperative that the technical solution chosen would 
be appropriate for the challenging wave conditions off the west coast of Ireland.

Wave and tidal energy is still at the R and D stage globally, and while promising experi-
mental devices have been developed, much more research, development and demonstration is 
required to bring wave energy technology to commercial viability.

In terms of funding, in July 2014 the WestWave project was awarded €23 million by the Eu-
ropean Commission under the EU New Entrant Reserve (NER300) funding mechanism.  This 
is the only Irish project to receive funding under this scheme.

The project has also received funding of over €481,000 under the Prototype Development 
Fund administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. The main focus of the fund 
is to stimulate the development and deployment of ocean energy devices and systems.  

28/02/2017WRZZ01200Living Wage

28/02/2017WRZZ01300736. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the cost of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees di-
rectly employed or in agencies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [10096/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department currently has 17 staff members who earn less than €11.50 gross 
per hour.  The cost to my Department of introducing a minimum wage of €11.50 is estimated 
at €63,000 per annum.   The information requested in relation to the agencies under the aegis 
of my Department is an operational matter for each agency.  The Department will request the 
relevant bodies to reply directly to the Deputy with the information requested in respect of their 
organisations.  

28/02/2017WRZZ01500Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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28/02/2017WRZZ01600737. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the estimated amount the fine will be should the State miss its carbon targets for 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10168/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): For each year between 2013 and 2020, Ireland has a Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) 
emissions reduction target under the 2009 Effort Sharing Decision (ESD) No. 406/2009/EC. 
For the year 2020 itself, the target set for Ireland is that emissions should be 20% below their 
value in 2005.  This is jointly the most demanding 2020 reduction target allocated under the 
ESD, and one shared only by Denmark and Luxembourg.  The 2013 target is based on the aver-
age of emissions for the years 2008 -2010. The target for each of the years 2014 through 2019 
is on a straight-line trajectory between the targets for 2013 and 2020, and surpluses in one year 
can be used to cover deficits in any subsequent year.  The average incidence of these targets is 
a 12% reduction relative to 2005.

In March 2016, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published projected emissions 
for 2020 which indicate that Ireland’s emissions at that stage could be in the range of 6 - 11% 
below 2005 levels, depending on whether additional policies or measures beyond those already 
in place by the end of 2014 are implemented. On a cumulative basis over the period 2013 - 
2020, Ireland is projected to have a deficit of between 3 and 12 Megatonnes Carbon Dioxide 
Equivalent (MtCO2eq). According to the latest inventory published by the EPA in November 
2016, GHG emissions for 2015 are estimated to be 59.84 MtCO2eq. This is 3.7% higher than 
emissions in 2014. 

As I have previously indicated, the shortfall to 2020 projected by the EPA reflects both 
the constrained investment capacity over the decade between 2008 and 2019 due to the eco-
nomic crisis (including the impact of the troika programme and the EU fiscal governance re-
quirements), and the fact our 2020 target was very significantly above what would have been 
cost-effective for Ireland to contribute to the overall EU effort. It now represents a significant 
challenge to be addressed, including as we look out to 2030. It will be necessary, therefore, to 
pursue other available options, in addition to the introduction of further policies and measures 
planned as part of the development of the National Mitigation Plan, if we are to address this 
gap to target. 

In the first place, this will include the retirement of Annual Emissions Allocations and units 
from the Kyoto Protocol Flexibility Mechanisms carried forward from 2008-2012 which can 
be offset against the deficit. If this does not fully address any potential deficit, further carbon 
units could be purchased. It is not possible to accurately quantify the cost to purchase  notional 
carbon units at this stage as the cost is dependent on both the quantum and price of carbon units 
to be purchased at the time.

Question No. 738 answered with Question No. 727.

28/02/2017WRZZ01850Broadband Service Provision

28/02/2017WRZZ01900739. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to supply a high speed broadband service to a location (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10289/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ02000740. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to supply a high speed broadband service to a location (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10290/17]
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28/02/2017WRZZ02100741. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to supply a high speed broadband service to a location (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10295/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ02200742. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to supply a high speed broadband service to a location (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10303/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ02300743. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to supply a high speed broadband service to a location (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10304/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ02400744. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to supply a high speed broadband service to a location (details sup-
plied) in County Louth.  [10306/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ02500745. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to supply a high speed broadband service to a location (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10309/17]

28/02/2017WRZZ02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 739 to 745, inclusive, together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland. The Programme for Government commits 
to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combination 
of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State Intervention in those 
areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.  

There has been significant progress in relation to broadband rollout so that today, approxi-
mately 1.4m or 61% of premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a minimum of 30 
Megabits per second. The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms 
sector, which is continuing to expand this footprint. 

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
current extent of the State Intervention area:

-  The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial telecommunications 
providers are either currently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high 
speed broadband services,  

-  The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target ar-
eas for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process. It is 
intended that premises within this area will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per 
second when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

There are c.60,000 premises in County Louth, of which approximately 15,000 are located 
in the Amber area on the Map, and will benefit from the NBP’s State Intervention.  The remain-
ing 45,000 premises are located in the commercial blue area and will be served by commercial 
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operators. 

The eircodes referred to by the Deputy fall within the AMBER area and will therefore be 
included in the State intervention procurement process.

Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by accessing 
the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area. My Department will 
shortly update the High Speed Broadband map to finalise the Intervention Area for the Procure-
ment process, taking into account industry investments that have not materialised in Blue areas, 
together with new industry investments within the proposed State Intervention Area, along 
with concrete and credible commitments by industry for further new investments within the 
Intervention Area.

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution. This provides for a future proofed 
solution for the 25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP. 

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best rollout strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/
or high demand. This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network rollout plan. A 
prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the Minister for 
Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. A detailed rollout plan for the network 
will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

In this regard, I and Minister Humphreys established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force in July 2016.  The findings of this Taskforce recommends practical actions that can be 
taken to remove barriers to and improve mobile phone and broadband access in Ireland. The 
Taskforce report is available at the following link:www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/
Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx. 

Minister Humphreys has established two regional action groups, working with Local Au-
thorities, Local Enterprise Offices and other relevant agencies to unlock barriers to invest-
ment in mobile and broadband services. Since July, there has been significant progress made 
in discussions with the key stakeholders including local authority management representation, 
Government Departments and State agencies, as well as interaction with ComReg and telecoms 
operators.

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with the allocation of spectrum in 
the 3.6GHz band, in early 2017. This will provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available 
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for mobile and fixed wireless services. I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to 
free up the 700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country including County Louth.

28/02/2017WRAAA00150Fisheries Protection

28/02/2017WRAAA00200746. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if consideration is being given to the reopening of fishing rights on a river (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10321/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): In 2006 the Government affirmed its commitment to manage the 
wild salmon fishery in line with the scientific advice in the interests of conservation of stocks.  
Since 2007, the harvest of salmon, by commercial fishing and recreational angling has been 
restricted to those rivers that are meeting their individual conservation limits for wild salmon.

Research into salmon genetics indicates that each of Ireland’s salmon rivers has its own 
unique stock of salmon which migrates to sea as juveniles and returns to the same river as 
mature salmon to spawn and propagate the next generation of salmon distinctive to that river. 

The harvesting of salmon either by recreational anglers or commercial draft net fishermen is 
only considered in rivers where the estimated salmon returns are above the conservation limit 
for any particular river.  The conservation limit for any river is the number of adult spawning 
fish required to maintain a viable and sustainable salmon population. 

The status of the stock in each of Ireland’s 147 designated salmon rivers, sections of rivers 
and estuaries is reviewed annually by the Standing Scientific Committee (SSC) comprised of 
Scientists from a range of organisations.  The independent scientific advice provided by the 
Committee underpins the management decisions made by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) in re-
spect of the opening or closing of a river for angling and commercial fishing for salmon on an 
individual river basis.

The annual Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme Regulations, made under the In-
land Fisheries Act 2010, provide for the management of Ireland’s wild salmon and sea trout 
fisheries by IFI.  Specifically, the Regulations provide for the quotas of fish (surplus to the con-
servation limits) that can be harvested either commercially or by rod and line from those rivers 
identified in the Schedule to the Regulations. These Regulations are revised each year taking 
account of advice from IFI, the Standing Scientific Committee and any submissions received 
during a 30 day statutory public consultation period.

In assessing the status of salmon stocks for any particular river, the Committee draws on a 
number of data sets including rod and commercial catch data, fish counter data and the results 
from catchment wide electro-fishing.  The SSC provides advice for the purposes of wild salmon 
and sea trout management for the river system in question based on fish counter data. 

The fish counter on the river referred to by the Deputy continues to indicate that the conser-
vation limit for wild salmon is not being met.  However, the SSC carried out an additional as-
sessment via catchment-wide electro-fishing to establish the presence of juvenile fish.  On the 
basis of this assessment the river is currently open for Catch and Release angling.  
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28/02/2017WRAAA00350Ministerial Meetings

28/02/2017WRAAA00400747. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if he will report on his recent meeting with the CEO and board of RTE; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10347/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA00500748. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if his recent meeting with the CEO and board of RTE touched on the cost 
structures of the organisation including the massive salaries paid to top management, presenters 
and contractors and in view of the possible move to a broadcasting licence; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10348/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 747 and 748 together.

My most recent meeting with the Director-General and Chair of RTE took place on 21 
February 2017.  We had a wide ranging discussion on the broadcasting sector and corporate 
governance matters, in particular, the financial challenges facing RTE.  Remuneration policy is 
an operational matter for RTE and was not the subject of the meeting.

28/02/2017WRAAA00650Broadcasting Authority of Ireland

28/02/2017WRAAA00700749. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to review the programme structures and performance of the 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland in view of the major and fast changing digital media land-
scape; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10349/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I have no plans to review the programme structures or performance of the Broad-
casting Authority of Ireland.  The Authority, which is independent in the performance of its 
functions, operates under the framework of the Broadcasting Act 2009.

The Authority recently launched its Strategy Statement for 2017-2019 and I am satisfied 
that the strategy, which fully recognises the challenges that face the sector, provides a solid 
foundation that will allow the Authority to continue to be effective and meet its statutory objec-
tives.  

28/02/2017WRAAA00850Energy Policy

28/02/2017WRAAA00900750. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason fossil fuel heating systems are continuing to be promoted with grants of 
up to 50% by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland through their home and community 
energy efficiency grant programmes, Better Energy Homes and Better Energy Communities, 
while there is no additional support or incentive to install renewable heat or renewable electric-
ity alternatives. [10352/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Better Energy Programme is administered on behalf of my Department by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).  Under the Better Energy Homes (BEH) 
scheme, the grant available for an oil or gas boiler upgrade is limited to €100, a small contribu-
tion, and is only available when the upgrade is carried out along with the installation of heat-
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ing controls. Heating controls are an extremely effective way of saving energy and using less 
fuel.  The incentive of a grant for a new boiler is aimed at making the public aware of the grant 
supports available from SEAI and introducing them to the much wider set of energy efficiency 
measures they could undertake with SEAI support. SEAI are, at present, carrying out a full 
review of the technologies that are supported under the BEH scheme.  This will consider the 
range of technologies that are available to deliver energy savings and look at where Govern-
ment support will be most effective.

While the Better Energy Programme has been extremely successful in encouraging hom-
eowners to carry out energy efficiency works, the majority of savings have come from lower 
cost, more accessible measures such as attic insulation and energy conservation campaigns.  
Tackling these easier, cheaper measures first is a sensible approach and it has done a great deal 
to raise awareness of energy efficiency.  Now, with the aim of putting Ireland on realistic trajec-
tory to 2030 and 2050 climate and energy targets, as outlined in the recently published National 
Mitigation Plan briefing document, the depth of energy efficiency upgrades needs to increase.

Under the Better Energy Communities  (BEC) scheme, renewable energy heating systems 
are already supported. Heat pumps and biomass boilers are being grant funded this year at up 
to 50% (or up to 95% for fuel poor households) when carried out with a combined fabric up-
grade.  Promoting a “fabric first” approach reduces heat losses, makes it easier to keep a home 
warmer and more comfortable for longer periods and reduces the likelihood of installing an 
oversized heating system. 

Experience from the BEC scheme, as well as from various pilot schemes I will roll out this 
year, will be used to form an evidence base to inform future national policies on low carbon heat 
and create the business cases necessary for large-scale projects to apply for EU funding, which 
my Department will be seeking to avail of in the coming years.

One of these pilot initiatives will, for example, offer deep energy efficiency upgrades to peo-
ple currently participating in the Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme.  Families who become 
involved in this pilot can expect to experience warmer, more comfortable homes, significantly 
reduced energy bills, a higher property value and even improved health and wellbeing.  From 
Ireland’s national perspective, it will lower Ireland’s CO2 emissions, support local construction 
industry jobs and contribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate and energy targets. 

More widely, the pilot will serve as a demonstration to the families throughout Ireland 
who are dependent on solid fuels as their primary heating source that there are alternatives, 
that energy efficiency can deliver real benefits and that moving away from solid fuels will be 
of benefit to them and the country as a whole.  My officials are working closely with the De-
partment of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the SEAI on the design 
of this scheme and full details will be announced shortly. 

28/02/2017WRAAA01050Mobile Telephony Services

28/02/2017WRAAA01100751. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the details of the programme for Government commitments relating to improv-
ing mobile phone coverage in Leitrim village and surrounding areas; the efforts being taken by 
mobile phone operators to substantially increase coverage in Leitrim; the timeframe for actions 
in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10468/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I am critically aware of the frustration currently being experienced across Ireland, 
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where mobile networks are not always delivering the services people expect.  Any customer, 
including those in Leitrim village and the surrounding areas, who experiences service difficul-
ties should raise the matter with the service provider in the first instance.  If this fails to resolve 
matters, customers can and should refer a complaint to the independent regulator of the tele-
communications sector, the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), which 
will investigate the service provider’s compliance with its contractual obligations.

The provision of telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, is a mat-
ter for the service providers concerned who operate in a fully liberalised market, regulated by 
ComReg.  I do not have a statutory authority to require commercial companies to rollout ser-
vices to particular locations.  However, mobile operators have invested significantly in rolling 
out improved services, following ComReg’s multi-band spectrum auction. At least one operator 
now has in excess of 90% 4G population coverage.  However as mobile services are a radio 
based technology, services can be affected by topography, quality of handsets and the capacity 
of the network, as well as by and proximity to mobile telephone antennas.  The rate of demand 
for data services has increased by 500% in the last four years and this presents a continuing 
challenge for mobile operators, regulators and policy makers both in Ireland and internationally.

Recognising this challenge, I specifically included in the Programme for Government a 
commitment to a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task force.  In July 2016, I established the 
Task Force together with Minister Humphreys to identify immediate solutions to broadband 
and mobile phone coverage deficits and investigate how better services could be provided to 
consumers prior to the full build and roll-out of the network planned under the National Broad-
band Plan State intervention.  The report of the Task Force was published in December and is 
available on both Departments’ websites.   In producing this report, the Task Force worked with 
Departments, local authorities, ComReg, State agencies, the telecoms industry and other key 
stakeholders.  The report contains 40 actions that will alleviate some of the telecommunications 
deficits across Ireland and the implementation programme on mobile phone and broadband ac-
cess identifies 19 of these actions as areas where immediate and direct action by Departments 
and State agencies can ensure accelerated benefits to consumers.   The work of the Task Force 
will also assist local authorities in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP network once con-
tracts are in place.  In addition, I have signed regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with an 
early 2017 allocation of spectrum in the 3.6 GHz radio spectrum band.  This will provide an 
86% increase in total spectrum available for mobile and fixed wireless services.   In my Depart-
ment’s Estimates for 2017, I have secured an €8 million provision for RTE to allow it to free 
up the 700 MHz spectrum band.  ComReg in turn will make plans to allocate this spectrum to 
provide for significantly enhanced mobile coverage.  The 700 MHz band is particularly suited 
to rural environments where the signal can travel long distances.    These initiatives should as-
sist in enhancing the quality of mobile phone and data services across Ireland and particularly 
in rural Ireland.   In parallel, the National Broadband Plan aims to deliver high-speed services 
to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland, through private investment and 
a State intervention in areas where commercial investment plans have not been fully demon-
strated. 

28/02/2017WRAAA01250Rural Transport Programme

28/02/2017WRAAA01300752. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the quali-
fying criteria for Pobal’s rural transport programme; if new applications are being accepted for 
the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9641/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Following a Gov-
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ernment decision in 2012 the National Transport Authority (NTA) was assigned responsibil-
ity for the management of the Rural Transport Programme, taking over that responsibility from 
Pobal.  I have therefore referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

28/02/2017WRAAA01450Sports Injuries Guidelines

28/02/2017WRAAA01500753. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his attention 
has been drawn to research compiled by University College London which showed that the con-
dition, chronic traumatic encephalopathy, existed in a number of retired footballers which in-
creased the risk of the development of a form of dementia; his views on the opinion of Acquired 
Brain Injury Ireland that the findings will mean a new way is required to approach coaching on 
the way to head the ball safely; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10167/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am aware of the 
recently published research on this matter.

All aspects of football coaching are an operational matter for the Football Association of 
Ireland (FAI) as the National Governing Body (NGB) for football. National Governing Bodies, 
including the FAI, are independent, autonomous bodies.  I have no role in, or responsibility for, 
operational matters of NGBs.

While neither I nor Sport Ireland have a statutory role or remit with regard to monitoring 
or reviewing the safety standards in use by, or applicable to, NGBs, it is the expectation that 
NGBs would abide by existing legislation and have regard to guidance issued by relevant statu-
tory agencies.  The safety of all those involved in sport is of paramount importance, whether as 
participants, competitors, spectators, volunteers or workers.

28/02/2017WRAAA01650Road Network

28/02/2017WRAAA01700754. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the extent to which funding is being made available for the Naas inner relief road which con-
nects the Blessington Road to the Dublin Road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9553/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads in Kildare is the statutory responsibility of Kildare 
County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works 
on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

Given the cutbacks in State funding for regional and local roads since the financial crisis, 
it has been necessary to curtail the grant programme for major new regional and local road 
schemes and for major realignment schemes in order to protect the funding available for the 
maintenance of the existing network.  The bulk of the funding allocated under the Capital Plan 
is, therefore, earmarked for the maintenance and renewal of the road network with some lim-
ited investment in the new projects.  I announced the 2017 regional and local road allocations 
to local authorities (including Kildare County Council) on 24 January and all funding has now 
been allocated.   However, in relation to infrastructure for development, as part of the Govern-
ment’s Housing Action Plan, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government and 
the Minister for Public Expenditure Reform have put in place the Local Infrastructure Housing 
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Activation Fund (LIHAF) to target investment in enabling infrastructure to activate large hous-
ing development areas to deliver additional supply of social and private housing.  The Deputy 
may wish to ask the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government if any proposal has 
been put forward by Kildare County Council regarding the infrastructure he refers to.

28/02/2017WRAAA01850Road Network

28/02/2017WRAAA01900755. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress to date in respect of contracts for the upgrading of the M7 Naas to Newbridge Osber-
stown interchange and Sallins bypass; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9577/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-
2015 in conjunction with local authorities.

As regards regional and local roads, responsibility for implementation of improvement proj-
ects rests with the relevant local authority which is Kildare County Council in this instance.

It has been agreed that, in the interest of economies of scale and delivery efficiency, the 
main design and construction elements of the Naas Bypass widening Scheme, Osberstown In-
terchange and Sallins Bypass Schemes are to be progressed as one construction contract.  This 
contract is at tender at present and Kildare County Council is the contracting authority.  

Subject to the satisfactory conclusion of the tender process, it is anticipated that construc-
tion will start later this year and that the three projects will be concluded on a phased basis over 
2019/2020.

28/02/2017WRAAA02050Ministerial Meetings

28/02/2017WRAAA02100756. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he or his officials met with the GAA and or Sport Ireland in relation to the proposed change in 
amounts with regard to the increase in funding to GAA players; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9642/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Following the an-
nouncement on 14 December, 2016 of the intention to provide increased funding to the Gaelic 
Players Association over the three years 2017 to 2019, officials of my Department are currently 
in the process of elaborating the detail of the multi-annual programme in consultation with 
Sport Ireland.  Neither I nor my officials have met the GAA in this context.

28/02/2017WRAAA02250Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRAAA02300757. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
legal fees incurred on FOI requests received by his Department; the staff hours involved in the 
processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9686/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In reply to the first 
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part of the Deputy’s question, there were no costs incurred for legal fees in respect of FOI mat-
ters in the Department.#

The reply to the second part is as follows: the estimated total hours spent on processing 
requests in 2014 was 1,669; in 2015 was 2,273; and in 2016 was 3,181.

These total figures are broken down further in the following tables.  The first table provides 
details for staff centrally processing Requests in the Department FOI Unit, and the second pro-
vides for subsequent processing by Decision Makers and those who assist them.  In my Depart-
ment Higher Executive Officers are delegated to be Decision Makers under FOI.

I wish to note that because time spent processing FOI requests forms part of the usual duties 
of officials and is not required to be monitored, the details provided are estimates.

Table 1: Processing FOI Requests in the Department FOI Unit

Year No. of Hours
2014 1,384
2015 1,547
2016 2,275
Table 2: Processing FOI Requests by Decision Makers

Year No. of Requests Estimates No. of Hours in-
putted for all Requests

2014 95 285
2015 242 726
2016 302 906

28/02/2017WRAAA02450Sports Organisations

28/02/2017WRAAA02500758. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
average amount paid per player by way of the funding of GAA players in 2016; his role or the 
consultations he had with An Taoiseach regarding the increases in funding due to be paid over 
the next three years under the funding scheme; the returns he expects from GAA players being 
paid under the scheme; if any other amateur sports persons or organisations are in receipt of 
similar funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9703/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The GAA submits an 
end of year report to Sport Ireland which includes details of grant payments made to individual 
football and hurling panels playing at inter-county level.  This end of year report is not yet 
available for 2016, as it has not yet been submitted to Sport Ireland by the GAA.  Sport Ireland 
expects to receive it shortly.

While I did not have a direct consultation with the Taoiseach in the matter, I support the rec-
ognition that the new funding scheme gives to the unique contribution that GAA inter-county 
players make.  My Department is currently in the process of elaborating the detail of the multi-
annual programme for 2017 to 2019, in consultation with Sport Ireland.  It is envisaged that the 
programme will centre on a programme involving GPA (Gaelic Players’ Association) represen-
tatives lending their support to a variety of initiatives linked to the health and societal benefits 
of sport and physical activity.

Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility 
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for the promotion, development and co-ordination of sport.  This includes responsibility for the 
allocation of funding to bodies engaged with amateur sports, including the National Governing 
Bodies of sport.  I have therefore referred this aspect of the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland 
for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 
days.

28/02/2017WRAAA02650Bus Services

28/02/2017WRAAA02700759. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will review the licensing process for aspiring bus and tour drivers to reduce red tape and costs 
to the persons involved, in view of the fact both are acting as a deterrent to seeking to qualify 
to drive and leading to a shortage of available drivers for the industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9753/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  There are two forms 
of legal requirement in order for people to drive a bus and carry passengers for reward.  These 
are the requirement to obtain a driving licence and the requirement to obtain a Certificate of 
Professional Competence (CPC).

In both cases, the requirements are set at EU rather than national level.  I cannot therefore 
amend them.  However, I should point out that the requirements set at EU level are based on 
the need to ensure safety, and must be all the more stringent in view of the safety responsibility 
involved in driving large vehicles containing passengers.  Seen in that light, the requirements 
set by the EU are reasonable and by no means excessive.

28/02/2017WRAAA02850Bus Services

28/02/2017WRAAA02900760. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will review the rules governing the amount of time a bus driver can operate a vehicle here in 
competition with a driver from Northern Ireland; if he will examine other inconsistencies in 
the law which make tour driving restrictive here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9754/17]

28/02/2017WRAAA03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The objectives of the 
EU drivers’ hours rules are to improve road safety by managing fatigue, to harmonise competi-
tion, and to improve working conditions and working practices for drivers in road transport.

My officials have consulted with the Road Safety Authority, the agency responsible for the 
enforcement of drivers’ hours rules.  The RSA has provided the information below, which I 
hope you will find useful.

The drivers’ hours rules applying to coach drivers are contained in EU Regulation 561 of 
2006, and the same rules apply throughout the EU. 

While in the main these are the same for both truck and coach drivers, EU Regulation 1073 
of 2009 introduced an amendment to EU Regulation 561 of 2006 to facilitate international 
coach operators, allowing coach drivers to avail of postponing their weekly rest for a period of 
12 days, subject to conditions as follows:

 1.the service lasts at least 24 consecutive hours in a Member State or a third country to 
which this Regulation applies other than the one in which the service started;
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 2. the driver takes after the use of the derogation:
 1. either two regular weekly rest periods; or
 2. one regular weekly rest period and one reduced weekly rest period of at least 24 hours.  However, the reduction shall be compensated by an equivalent period of rest taken en bloc before the end of the third week following the end of the derogation period;

 3.  after 1 January 2014, the vehicle is equipped with recording equipment in accordance 
with the requirements of Annex IB to Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85; and

 4.  after 1 January 2014, if driving during the period from 22.00 to 06.00, the vehicle is 
multi-manned or the driving period referred to in Article 7 is reduced to three hours.

Additional information is available at the following link: http://www.rsa.ie/en/RSA/Pro-
fessional-Drivers/Driving-Safely/The-12-Day-Rule---New-regulations-for-drivers-on-interna-
tional-coach-tour-trips/.

For clarification, the same rules govern coach drivers whose journey start in Northern Ire-
land and enter Ireland as cover those whose journey starts in Ireland and enter Northern Ireland.

28/02/2017WRBBB00150Sports Organisations

28/02/2017WRBBB00200761. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding plans for the regulation of mixed martial arts; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9756/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland is en-
gaging with mixed martial arts representatives with a view to the establishment of appropriate 
governance arrangements for mixed martial arts.  In this context, the Deputy may wish to note 
in particular that Sport Ireland is facilitating an engagement between the Irish Martial Arts 
Commission and the Irish Mixed Martial Arts Association.  This engagement is being assisted 
by independent experts.  While I am keen that this should proceed as quickly as possible, the 
process is a detailed and rigorous one and it is not possible in these circumstances to determine 
a precise timescale for its completion.

My Department is maintaining regular contact with Sport Ireland to keep abreast of devel-
opments.

28/02/2017WRBBB00350Smarter Transport

28/02/2017WRBBB00400762. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
ensure the targets set out in the smarter travel policy are met, including cycling support and 
promotion, in view of the fact that a formal statutory public consultation on a draft national 
mitigation plan is due by mid March 2017. [9761/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department  has 
prioritised investments that specifically encourage cycling and walking in accordance 
with Smarter Travel Policy  with the intention of getting people to change their modes of trans-
port in favour of  sustainable travel.  Smarter Travel’s overarching goals remain the cornerstone 
of my Department’s transport policy.  This is recognised and reflected in the Programme for 
Partnership Government where we commit to ensuring that the €3.6bn investment in the public 
transport system provided for in the Capital Plan will uphold the principles of Smarter Travel.

The Capital Plan also specifically commits €100m in funding for smarter travel and carbon 
reduction measures.  In addition significant funding is also provided to the National Transport 
Authority (NTA) on an annual basis for the delivery walking and cycling infrastructure in the 
GDA and the Regional Cities.  This is delivered through the Regional cities grants programme 



28 February 2017

471

and the Sustainable Transport Measures Programme and behavioural change programmes such 
as Workplace and Campus travel programmes and the Green Schools Programmes.

The most recent Canal Cordon Report revealed a significant increase in the numbers cycling 
and walking into Dublin City Centre.  We are now seeing more than two thirds of people using 
sustainable transport modes to enter Dublin in the morning peak.  The focus in 2017 will be to 
continue on this trajectory and review the effectiveness of  the funding programmes delivered to 
date along with reviews of the Smarter Travel and National Cycle Policy Frameworks to inform 
future investment decisions.

In order for Ireland to effectively and equitably contribute to the EU emissions reduction 
commitments in line with the Paris Agreement and the Climate Action and Low Carbon De-
velopment Act 2015, an ambitious low-carbon development strategy is being developed.  Re-
sponsibility for emissions reduction is of course a collective one and Ireland’s EU emission 
reduction targets are national and not sectoral in nature.  When all sectoral inputs, including 
transport, have been co-ordinated, the draft mitigation plan will be available for extensive pub-
lic consultation before being submitted for approval to Government.

28/02/2017WRBBB00550Sports Capital Programme Applications

28/02/2017WRBBB00600763. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will ex-
pedite an application made by a sports club (details supplied) as part of the 2017 sports capital 
programme. [9847/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I can confirm that an application has been submitted by the organisation referred 
to by the Deputy under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme.

All of the 2320 applications received under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme will be as-
sessed by officials of my Department over the coming months.  An announcement regarding al-
locations will be made later this year.

28/02/2017WRBBB00750Garda Operations

28/02/2017WRBBB00800764. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a pri-
vate firm will be engaged to examine the samples taken from motorists as part of roadside drug 
testing which is to be commenced at Easter 2017 under the Road Traffic Act 2016; the name 
of any such firms engaged; if there was a tender process; the way in which this company was 
selected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9884/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I think that the Dep-
uty may have misunderstood the legislation in this area.

The new roadside drug tests are preliminary tests conducted by An Garda Síochána in 
the same way as the existing roadside preliminary breath tests for alcohol.  The preliminary 
tests involve the use of devices to test oral fluid for the presence of drugs at the roadside.  Simi-
larly to the roadside breath screening devices used by An Garda Síochána, the new oral fluid 
drug screening devices are being supplied to the Gardaí by the Medical Bureau of Road Safety.  
Where a driver is arrested for failing a preliminary drug test, an evidentiary specimen will be 
taken in a Garda Station and sent to the Medical Bureau of Road Safety for confirmatory analy-
sis as per the Road Traffic Act, 2010 (as amended).  No private firm will be engaged to examine 
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the samples taken from motorists under the legislation.

28/02/2017WRBBB00950Transport Policy

28/02/2017WRBBB01000765. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 295 of 16 February 2017, if he will answer the last part of the ques-
tion (details supplied) [10046/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As part of the Fingal/
North Dublin Transport Study which recommended new Metro North as the optimum transport 
solution on the Swords/Airport/City Centre corridor, the technical and operational feasibility, 
environmental impact and cost of each short-listed scheme was developed.  The preliminary 
economic analysis in this Study established a comparative benefit to cost ratio of the new Metro 
North option as 1.5, thus indicating that it was the economically preferable option.

As outlined to the Deputy in my response to Question 295 of 16 February 2017, it is now 
intended that - after completion in 2018 of a public consultation process on a final route and 
station configuration - a preliminary business case for the New Metro North scheme will be 
finalised.  It is expected then that the detailed business case for the scheme would be developed 
in 2019 which, among other things, will include a Cost Benefit analysis.  In line with the re-
quirements of the Public Spending Code, the final decision to proceed (or not) with the project 
could then be taken and will be subject to this detailed business case.

28/02/2017WRBBB01150Haulage Industry

28/02/2017WRBBB01200766. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment is working on a plan to respond to the potential impact of UK road haulage no longer 
being subject to existing and future EU directives; the estimated increased cost of enforcement 
to the Exchequer in this scenario to ensure that UK hauliers operating here comply with EU 
requirements; and if he or officials from his Department have had meetings with their UK or 
Northern Ireland counterparts to discuss the impact of Brexit on haulage. [10047/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As you are aware the 
UK Government published their White Paper earlier this month.  The issues raised and their 
potential implications for Ireland are currently being analysed.  Our focus as ever remains the 
same: to defend and protect Ireland’s interests in the upcoming negotiations and to advance our 
priorities namely, the economy, Northern Ireland, the Common Travel Area and the future of 
the European Union itself.  It is premature to speculate on the detail of how this will be worked 
out.  Be assured that we are preparing intensively, including the implementation of an extensive 
programme of engagement with our EU partners and the EU institutions.  Ireland will be ready 
for the negotiations when they begin.

In relation to the potential impact of Brexit on road haulage, my officials have always had 
a close working relationship with their counterparts in the UK and Northern Ireland and regu-
larly interact to discuss issues of mutual interest.  This working relationship is ongoing and will 
continue as the effects of Brexit develop.

28/02/2017WRBBB01350Living Wage

28/02/2017WRBBB01400767. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost of 



28 February 2017

473

implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in agen-
cies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10108/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The living wage of 
€11.50 per hour is not a statutory entitlement and any calculation in relation to it would be 
purely speculative.  Policy making in relation to the determination of salary rates for all public 
servants, including staff in the State agencies under the aegis of my Department, is a matter for 
my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

28/02/2017WRBBB01550Sports Events

28/02/2017WRBBB01600768. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his Depart-
ment will work to ensure that the Ladies Irish Open is included on the Ladies European Tour 
list of events for the 2018 calendar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10153/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I would welcome the Ladies Irish Open being included in the Ladies European 
Tour calendar.  However, this is not a matter in which I have a role and it would be a matter for 
the Irish Ladies Golfing Union in the first instance to engage with the Ladies European Tour re-
garding inclusion in its calendar of events.

28/02/2017WRBBB01750Sports Events

28/02/2017WRBBB01800769. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there has 
been any contact between his Department and the Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile 
(FIA) regarding the possibility of reviving the Rally Ireland event in the FIA World Rally 
Championship calendar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10154/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual tourism proj-
ects or events.  These are operational matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.

There has been no contact between the Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) and 
my Department regarding the possibility of reviving the Rally Ireland event.

Fáilte Ireland’s Event Ireland Team is tasked with identifying, bidding for and winning 
sporting, cultural and other events for Ireland in partnership with relevant stakeholders.  They 
offer a range of practical and financial supports to assist with bid proposals, subject to eligibil-
ity criteria, such as the delivery of overseas visitors to Ireland, the securing of private sector 
investment in the bid, and demonstration of significant economic impact for the event location/
region.  I am very supportive of the ongoing efforts of the tourism agencies and the national 
governing bodies of sport to attract international events, subject, of course, to an assessment 
of the costs and benefits involved in any State financial support, in particular the number of 
overseas visitors.

28/02/2017WRBBB01950Bus Services

28/02/2017WRBBB02000770. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
his Department’s work with local authorities and transport providers on the bus rapid transport 
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scheme in the Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10186/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development of public transport infra-
structure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA).

The NTA’s Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) 2016 - 2035 includes 
proposals for two specific BRT schemes, Blanchardstown to UCD and Clongriffin to Tallaght.  
In addition, the Strategy indicates that the public transport needs on the Swords/Airport to 
City Centre corridor may require a higher level of public transport capacity than the existing 
provision, both in advance of the delivery of new Metro North which is anticipated to be com-
pleted in 2026/27 and also to serve areas south of the M50 subsequent to the implementation of 
new Metro North.  The NTA has indicated that this additional capacity may take the form of a 
BRT service, a BRT-type service or a conventional QBC upgrade.  Any final arrangement would 
be designed to be complementary to the new Metro North scheme.

The NTA is currently in the process of preparing an Implementation Plan for the delivery 
of the strategy for the period 2017-2022.  Key to implementation over this period is the capital 
funding that will be available for investment in public transport infrastructure over the period.

Funding is being made available for initial planning and design work for the Blanchard-
stown to UCD and Clongriffin to Tallaght BRT schemes under the Government’s Capital Plan 
‘Building on Recovery Infrastructure & Capital Investment 2016 - 2021’.  I understand from 
the NTA that a contract has been signed with a design team to carry out a route options analysis 
study to identify the preferred route option for the Clongriffin to Tallaght Scheme.  The NTA 
also issued tender documents to progress the design and planning of the Blanchardstown to 
UCD Scheme.

As the Deputy will be aware, a mid-term review of the Capital Plan has been initiated and 
I will be making the case for increased funding for public transport in that context to cater for 
increasing demand for public transport as the economy continues to improve and to encourage 
people to get out of their cars and onto public transport and more sustainable forms of travel.

28/02/2017WRBBB02150Rail Network

28/02/2017WRBBB02200771. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the progress 
of the electrification of the Maynooth railway line; his views on the need for additional capacity 
on the route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10187/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The National Trans-
port Authority’s ‘Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 - 2035’, which was ap-
proved and published in 2016, proposes implementation of the DART Expansion Programme 
involving electrification of the Northern line as far as Drogheda, the Kildare Line to Hazel-
hatch, the Sligo line to Maynooth in the west and to the M3 Parkway and construction of the 
DART Underground tunnel.

The Government decided in September 2015 that the original proposal for the tunnel should 
be redesigned and work is under way on that at present.  Due to constraints on funding, not all 
of the elements of the DART Expansion Programme can be progressed during the lifetime of 
the Capital Plan.  Funding has been allocated for the extension of the DART to Balbriggan and 
for work on the redesign of the tunnel.  Other elements of the Programme, including electrifi-
cation of the Maynooth rail line will be considered in the context of the planned review of the 
Capital Plan.
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As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  I am not responsible for, or involved in, the day-to-day 
operations of Iarnród Éireann’s services.  Therefore, I have forwarded your question in relation 
to rail services on the Maynooth line to Iarnród Éireann for direct reply.  Please advise my pri-
vate office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

28/02/2017WRBBB02350Transport Policy

28/02/2017WRBBB02400772. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for the construction of the Dublin metro line and DART underground; if the route and 
length of the DART underground is being re-examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10188/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As I have outlined to 
the House on a number of occasions recently, funding for the Metro North project is provided 
under the Government’s Capital Plan, allowing initially for the planning and design phases of 
the project, followed by the construction phase which is expected to commence in 2021 with a 
view to delivering the project by 2026/2027.

Funding has been also been provided in the Capital Plan for certain elements of the DART 
Expansion Programme, including the extension of the DART to Balbriggan, and for work on 
the redesign of the DART Underground tunnel.  This work on the redesign is underway.

28/02/2017WRBBB02550Capital Expenditure Programme

28/02/2017WRBBB02600773. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capital 
projects, their estimated cost and estimated completion date that are earmarked for funding 
under the €100 million envelope provided for in the capital investment plan 2016-2021 for 
sustainable transport as per page 25 of same. [10241/17]

28/02/2017WRBBB02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In 2017 the Depart-
ment has allocated €2.5m to the Green Public Transport Fund to support the uptake of low car-
bon technologies within the public transport sector.  The fund will support pilot demonstrations 
of emerging low emission technologies, particularly within the public transport bus fleet, and 
will also support measures to encourage the transition of the national taxi fleet towards alterna-
tive technologies.

A further €9m will be spent in 2017 on various Smarter Travel initiatives.  Over recent 
years my Department has funded a number of behavioural change programmes under Smarter 
Travel including the Green Schools, Smarter Travel Workplaces, Smarter Travel Campuses pro-
grammes.  Funding of these behavioural change programmes will continue in 2017 and this year 
the Department will also fund the recently launched Cycle Right national cycle training stan-
dard.  My Department has also funded a number of infrastructural programmes under Smarter 
Travel including the National Cycle Network, Smarter Travel Towns and Active Travel areas 
programmes.  These infrastructural programmes were multi-annual funding programmes that 
ran until the end 2016.

My Department will now undertake an evaluation of the Smarter Travel infrastructural pro-
grammes to establish what worked and what didn’t work in the Smarter Travel Area, Active 
Travel Towns and National Cycle Network programmes.  The knowledge gained from this 
review will determine the best way of using the remaining funding available for Smarter Travel   
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under the remaining period of the Capital Plan.  My Department is also developing a new Gre-
enways Strategy to inform future investment in greenways.

The Programme for Government also commits to providing additional capital funding for 
various tourism products, including greenways.  I will be seeking to deliver this additional 
funding in the context of the mid-term review of the Capital Plan and will decide on the type 
of projects to be progressed once the total funding allocation is known and when the reviews 
mentioned above have been completed.

28/02/2017WRCCC00200Bus Éireann Fleet

28/02/2017WRCCC00300774. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of buses which make up the fleet at the Clonmel bus depot; the age of the fleet; when a new 
vehicle was last received by the depot; the mileage on the fleet, both the highest and lowest, 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10247/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issues raised are 
matters for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

28/02/2017WRCCC00500Traffic Management

28/02/2017WRCCC00600775. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that annual average daily traffic on the M50 between the N4 
and N7 junctions in 2016 was 140,000 vehicles; and his plans to alleviate traffic congestion in 
west Dublin and cater for increases in population and traffic over the next five years (details 
supplied). [10251/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I recognise that there 
is considerable evidence emerging of increased travel demand across the Dublin region in gen-
eral, with growing traffic levels on many of the region’s roads and streets.  The increase in the 
number in employment has impacted on transport through the beginning of a recovery in public 
transport numbers, but also through increased car use and the re-emergence of peak period 
congestion.

With regard to the M50, Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), along with other stakehold-
ers are continuing to implement a number of measures on the M50 to manage demand and 
optimise operational efficiency, including: changes to merge and diverge layouts at junctions; 
the introduction of permanently signed emergency routes; increased incident access points; in-
creased provision of incident response units; and enhanced interagency co-ordination to im-
prove incident management.  TII have also established a project team to manage the design and 
procurement of a system of mandatory variable speed limits for the M50 and will progress this 
project in 2017.

Insofar as congestion issues in Dublin are concerned, the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) has overall responsibility for the implementation of their published Transport Strategy 
for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA).  My Department is working closely with the NTA with a 
view to intensifying efforts to combat congestion across Dublin in the short to medium term 
through greater use of bus priority, demand management and other alleviating measures.  I ex-
pect this work will help to strengthen the case for increased public transport investment, as part 
of the Mid-Term Review of the Government’s Capital Plan in 2017.
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28/02/2017WRCCC00800Road Network

28/02/2017WRCCC00900776. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment or TII intend to plan for a western Dublin orbital route linking the N4 and N7; if so, 
the details of the plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10252/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and 
prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with 
Section 19 of the Roads Act.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility 
of the local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. 
Works on those roads are funded from the local authority’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter 
for the local authority.

TII, in association with South Dublin County Council, has undertaken and just published 
a N4/N7 Corridor Study.  This Study assesses future traffic patterns in this area and possible 
measures to address forecast travel demand. A Western Orbital Route is one of the possible 
measures examined. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

28/02/2017WRCCC01100Cycling Facilities Funding

28/02/2017WRCCC01200777. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the per-
centage of the 2017 transport budget that is allocated to cycling; and if he will provide a detailed 
breakdown of this allocation. [10279/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Funding is allocated 
for cycling infrastructure and initiatives under a number of different programmes administered 
both directly by my Department and by the National Transport Authority (NTA).  Under the 
Sustainable Transport Measures Grants (STMG) Programme, my Department provides funding 
to the NTA for the seven local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area for the implementation 
of sustainable transport measures which includes cycling and walking infrastructure.  €19m 
has been allocated to this programme in 2017 to deliver significant portions of the GDA cycle 
network.  A portion of these funds will also go towards the provision of cycle parking in urban 
centres.  A further €9.1m has been allocated to the Regional Cities of Cork, Galway, Limerick 
and Waterford for similar works during 2017.  In addition, approx. €9m will be spent by my 
Department on Smarter Travel initiatives.

The overall capital allocation for investment in public transport and sustainable transport in 
2017 is €355m with over 10% of this allocated to the sustainable transport programmes outlined 
above.  The total capital funding available for land transport expenditure across my Department 
in 2017 is approx. €1 billion.  While my Department is the main funder of cycling initiatives 
across Government, it is not the sole funder.  Funding is also made available directly by local 
authorities and some other Government Departments and agencies. 
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In light of the NTA’s responsibilities for the administration of the STMG and Regional Cit-
ies Programmes, I have sent the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply in relation to the 
cycling projects being funded under these programmes.  Please advise my office if you have not 
received a reply within 10 working days.

With regard to the Smarter Travel   initiatives being funded directly by my Department, a 
sum of €9.33m is available  in 2017 to support programmes which have a cycling focus such 
as National Cycling Network and Active Travel Towns.  Funding is also being provided for be-
havioural changes programmes such as Bike Week, Workplace and Campus Travel and Cycle 
Parking for schools.  A new cycle training programme is also being rolled out in 2017 with 
funding support from my Department.

28/02/2017WRCCC01400Wild Atlantic Way Project

28/02/2017WRCCC01500778. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the budget 
of which Department the €100 million envelope earmarked to fund the Wild Atlantic Way will 
come from (details supplied); and the individual projects and other items for which the €100 
million will be used. [10280/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC01600779. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the tourism 
capital projects, their estimated cost and estimated completion date that are earmarked for fund-
ing under the €106 million tourism envelope provided for in the Capital Investment Plan 2016 
to 2021. [10281/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 778 and 779 together. 

The Programme for Partnership Government provides that the Government will set aside 
€100 million in additional capital funding for a number of projects, including the Wild Atlantic 
Way, an Atlantic Blueway route, the Ireland Way, development of a nationwide Greenway net-
work, and a doubling of the the funding available for the Rural Walks Scheme.  This commit-
ment covers a number of funding programmes and departments.  Consideration of how best to 
allocate funding for these areas will form part of the mid-term review of the Capital Investment 
Plan.

The Capital Investment Plan includes a provision of just under €126 million for investment 
in tourism capital projects from 2016 to 2022.  These funds will be aligned with Fáilte Ireland’s 
Tourism Investment Strategy which sets out the framework and mechanisms for delivery of 
investment to cities, towns, villages, communities and businesses across the country.

As part of the mid-term review of the Capital Investment Plan, my Department is examin-
ing all areas of capital expenditure and will make a submission to the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform shortly.

In regard to funding allocated to date, the primary role of my Department in relation to 
tourism lies in the area of national tourism policy.  It is not directly involved in the funding or 
development of individual projects, which is a matter for the tourism agencies.  I have therefore 
asked Fáilte Ireland to advise you of the details in respect of individual tourism projects which 
have been allocated funding to date.  Please contact my private office if you not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

28/02/2017WRCCC01800Tourism Project Funding
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28/02/2017WRCCC01900780. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of State investment that has been spent on each of three initiatives (details supplied), in tabular 
form. [10282/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national 
tourism policy.  It is not directly involved in the management or development of individual 
tourism projects.  This is an operational matter for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.  
While the Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for investment in tourism offerings, it 
is not involved in the administration of those programmes.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days.

28/02/2017WRCCC02100Rail Services Provision

28/02/2017WRCCC02200781. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the meaning 
of the programme for Government commitment with regards to the western rail corridor that 
no measures will be taken to prevent the future reactivation of this corridor for rail use, as set 
out in the McCann report; the recommendations of the McCann report being referred to; and if 
this commitment would preclude the development of some specific proposed projects, such as 
greenways. [10286/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The McCann Re-
port referred to in the Programme for Government commitment on the Western Rail Corridor 
was submitted to the then Minister for Transport in 2005 and concluded that there was a strong 
case for the restoration of significant sections of the Western Rail Corridor and outlined four 
phases for restoration.  Phase one of the corridor from Ennis to Athenry was opened in 2010.  As 
the Deputy is aware, in 2011, the Government decided to postpone restoration of the remaining 
phases of the corridor.

No decisions on any future changes to the rail network, including any decisions relating to 
the Western Rail Corridor, will be made before the Government has had the opportunity to con-
sider the results of the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) recent public consultation process 
on the Rail Review which received a considerable number of responses and on which the NTA 
is undertaking a report.

 Finally, as the Deputy has pointed out, the Programme for Government also commits that 
no measures will be taken to prevent the future reactivation of the Western Rail Corridor for rail 
use.  I will ensure that this commitment is fulfilled.

28/02/2017WRCCC02400Regional Airports

28/02/2017WRCCC02500782. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the com-
mitment in the programme for Government for an additional €10 million for regional airports 
will be made outside of the capital plan mid-term review or if it will be dependent on approval 
during the review process; and the method by which the €10 million estimate for additional 
requirements for regional airports was estimated. [10287/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The commitment in 
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respect of the extra €10 million for the regional airports is currently part of the mid-term review 
of the Capital Plan, as are other commitments of a capital nature in the Programme for Govern-
ment, which was commenced recently by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform.  My Department is examining all areas of capital expenditure and will make a 
submission to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform shortly.

28/02/2017WRCCC02700Smarter Transport

28/02/2017WRCCC02800783. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which each of the 49 actions as outlined in the smarter travel policy has been imple-
mented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10291/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The overarching 
goals contained in the Smarter Travel Policy 2009-2020 remain the cornerstone of our transport 
policy.  This is recognised and reflected in the Programme for Partnership Government where 
we commit to ensuring that the €3.6 billion investment in the public transport system provided 
for in the present Capital Plan will uphold the principles of Smarter Travel. The Capital Plan 
also specifically commits €100m in funding for smarter travel and carbon reduction measures.

The Deputy will recall that the precise targets set out in the Smarter Travel policy were 
largely predicated on the availability of the substantial funding which was planned under the 
Transport 21 capital investment plan but which, in the event, did not transpire because of the 
significant scaling back in overall public investment in response to the economic and fiscal cri-
ses.  Nevertheless, despite the considerable progress has been made and continues to be made 
in encouraging people to use public transport and more sustainable forms of transport.  For 
example, the most recent Canal Cordon Report revealed a significant increase in the numbers 
cycling and walking into Dublin City Centre.  The Report indicates that over two thirds of peo-
ple coming into Dublin in the morning peak period are now using sustainable transport modes. 

My Department intends to undertake a review of the Smarter Travel policy this year.  This 
will establish in a comprehensive manner the extent to which each of the actions set out in the 
policy statement have been implemented.  The detailed information sought by the Deputy in 
this regard will be available on completion of that work.

28/02/2017WRCCC03000Roadworthiness Testing

28/02/2017WRCCC03100784. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a matter (details supplied) with regard to the RSA and preserved commercials; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10364/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Having considered 
the Road Safety Authority’s (RSA) report, I have accepted their recommendation for a rolling 
forty-year roadworthiness testing exemption, from 2020 onwards, coupled with a reduced re-
quirement (biennial rather than annual) for the compulsory testing of all vehicles aged between 
thirty and forty years old.

In the interim period, up to 2020, subject to amending Regulations, the existing pre-1980 
registered vehicles exemption will be extended to all vehicles (including commercial vehicles 
no longer operated in that capacity), which are used solely for social and domestic purposes.  
Those vehicles registered after 1 January 1980 and which are more than thirty years old, but 
less than forty, will be tested biennially rather than annually as at present.  They too, will then 
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be exempted from the roadworthiness testing regime on reaching forty years of age. 

There are no proposals to exempt any vehicle used for commercial purposes from compul-
sory testing requirements, regardless of age.  Further details relating to these recommendations 
will be published in due course on the RSA’s website at www.rsa.ie.

28/02/2017WRCCC03300Local Authority Expenditure

28/02/2017WRCCC03400785. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 1557 of 17 January 2017 and the information subsequently 
supplied by the NTA, the reason Fingal County Council, with 16% of the greater Dublin area, 
GDA, population spent only 1% of the sustainable transport measures grant programme expen-
diture in the GDA; and if his or his Department’s attention has been drawn to any staffing or 
other constraints in Fingal County Council which may be impeding it from spending available 
resources. [10366/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding for transport.

I am advised that of the total amount of €23m allocated for the STMG programme in 2016, 
the NTA allocated €1.05m of this to Fingal County Council.  The information supplied to the 
Deputy by the NTA indicates that Fingal County Council only drew down €145,000 out of this 
allocation of €1.05m in 2016.  Fingal County Council’s spending on Sustainable Transport 
Measures is a matter for the Council itself, as are any issues to do with levels of staffing and 
other resources within the Council so I suggest that the Deputy direct her enquiries about the 
level of draw down of allocated resources directly to the Council.

28/02/2017WRCCC03600Sports Capital Programme Applications

28/02/2017WRCCC03700786. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of an application (details supplied) for a sports capital grant; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10408/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC03800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I can confirm that an application has been submitted by the organisation referred 
to by the Deputy under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme.

All of the 2320 applications received under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme will be as-
sessed by officials in my Department over the coming months.  An announcement regarding al-
locations will be made later this year.

28/02/2017WRCCC03900Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRCCC04000787. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
tribunals established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011, in tabular 
form; the number of days each tribunal sat for; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10774/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  While I am unsure 
about the exact timeframe the Deputy is referring to, I can confirm that since 1991 the only 
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inquiry my Department has been involved in is The Moran inquiry

.  The Moran inquiry into ticketing issues at the Olympic Games was announced on 19th 
August 2016.  It began its work on 19 September 2016 and is expected to complete its work on 
31 March 2017.  Costs incurred to the end of January 2017 is €30,312.  The total estimated cost 
of the inquiry is €300,000.

28/02/2017WRCCC04200EU Directives

28/02/2017WRCCC04300788. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
Directives 51/2003 and Directive 34/2013 cannot be used to interpret Article 3(2) of Regula-
tion 2002/1606 in view of the fact that this is contrary to the EU view laid out in a European 
Parliament reply (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10248/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC04400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Di-
rective 2003/51/EC of 18 June 2003 served only to amend other Directives, namely Directives 
78/660/EEC, 83/349/EEC, 86/635/EEC and 91/674/EEC.  Directive 2013/34 EU of 26 June 
2013 repealed Directives 78/660/EEC and 83/349/EEC.  Article 52 of Directive 2013/34/EU 
provides that references to the repealed Directives are to be construed as references to Directive 
2013/34/EU and are to be read in accordance with the correlation table in Annex VII to that 
Directive.  The correlation table shows Article 4(3) of Directive 2013/34/EU as corresponding 
to Article 2(3) and (4) of Directive 78/660/EEC; it also shows Article 4 as corresponding to 
Article 16 of Directive 83/349/EEC.  Article 3(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1606/2002 of 19 July 
2002 contains a reference to the principle set out in Article 2(3) of Directive 78/660/EEC and in 
Article 16(3) of Directive 83/349/EEC.  The interpretation of Directive 2013/34/EU and Regu-
lation (EC) No 1606/2002 is ultimately a matter for the European Court of Justice.

28/02/2017WRCCC04500Tribunals of Inquiry Recommendations

28/02/2017WRCCC04600789. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she will provide a full report on the actions and investigations being taken on foot of the 
reports of the Moriarty tribunal; the status of these investigations; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10267/17]

28/02/2017WRCCC04700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Second (and final) Report of the Moriarty Tribunal was published in March 2011.

The Moriarty Tribunal made a number of recommendations which relate to the responsibili-
ties of a number of Departments.

With regard to matters that fall under my Department’s responsibility, the Moriarty Tribunal 
made two recommendations for changes to company law, as follows:

-  That a provision similar to section 172 of the UK Companies Act, 2006 be adopted, to-
gether with the adoption of additional implementation or enforcement measures. 

-  That  consideration be given by the Oireachtas, and/or by the Company Law Review Group, 
to enacting provisions similar to those contained in Part 14 of the  UK Companies Act, 2006, 
governing the control of political donations and expenditure.

The Government considered that provisions contained in Part 5 of the Companies Act, 2014 
meet the objectives of the first recommendation.  Part 5 introduces, for the first time in codified 
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form, the various common law and statutory duties of company officers.  The Companies Act, 
2014 was signed into law by President Higgins on 23 December 2014 and it commenced on 1 
June 2015.

With regard to the second recommendation above, provisions restricting corporate dona-
tions are contained in the Electoral Amendment (Political Funding) Act 2012, which comes 
within the remit of the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.

28/02/2017WRDDD00200Job Losses

28/02/2017WRDDD00300790. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the extent to which discussions are taking place with various stakeholders with a view to fa-
cilitating investment resulting in job creation to replace those jobs lost at a company (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9581/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Cre-
ating new employment opportunities to replace those that will be lost in this company is a prior-
ity of mine.  I have directed IDA Ireland to seek out new investment for the area and the Agency 
is already marketing the facility to its existing client companies and other potential investors. 

28/02/2017WRDDD00500Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRDDD00600791. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
legal fees incurred for freedom of information requests received by her Department; the staff 
hours involved in the processing of such requests for the past three years; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [9681/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department has not incurred any legal fees on FOI requests received during the period 2014 to 
2016.

 In accordance with Section 20 of the Freedom of Information Act 2014, I have designated 
decision making authority to all officers at Higher Executive Officer/ Higher Executive Officer 
equivalent and higher level in my Department.   

The total number of FOI requests received by my Department and its Offices and the total 
number of hours spent by staff processing these requests is set out in the table.

Year Total   Number of FOI Re-
quests Received 

Total   Number of Hours 
spent by Staff in Processing 
FOI Requests received

2016 202 1,076.5
2015 184 799.5
2014 70 382.5

28/02/2017WRDDD00800Job Creation

28/02/2017WRDDD00900792. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the method IDA Ireland used to determine the way in which 527 jobs were created under the 
Connect Ireland scheme; the detail of the six-figure marketing sum connected to the marketing 
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budget for the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9691/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
objective of the Succeed-in-Ireland programme is the creation of sustainable jobs countrywide.  
These positions are contractually defined, for the purposes of the programme, as full time, per-
manent positions that are in place for at least two years in a project approved by IDA Ireland. 

Connect Ireland, which operates Succeed-in-Ireland, receives a financial award from 
the IDA in respect of jobs created under the programme.  Payments fall due to Connect Ireland 
once IDA Ireland has verified that a sustainable position is in place.  The verification process 
is multi-faceted and includes site visits to the company in question, financial checks to confirm 
payment of salaries and the examination of employment contracts.  This process has been ap-
plied to all jobs verified to date. 

IDA Ireland has made a total contribution of €150,000 towards Connect Ireland’s marketing 
programmes.  These programmes included actions aimed at developing and expanding visitor 
engagement; a communities action plan in which Connect Ireland engaged with local authori-
ties and national sporting associations; and a marketing initiative focused on the expansion of 
Succeed-in-Ireland into new European and North American territories.

28/02/2017WRDDD01100EU Directives

28/02/2017WRDDD01200793. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if Article 1(9) of Directive 51/2003 only permits the delayed recognition of potential losses as 
opposed to actual losses in view of the fact this would lead to excessive provisioning; if Article 
1(9) still retains the requirement to make a provision for liabilities in order that net assets, that 
is to say, assets net of liabilities, are not overestimated which would be contrary to the concept 
of prudence and the true and fair view as outlined in a case (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9698/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Ar-
ticle 1(9) of Directive 2003/51/EC of 18 June 2003 amended Article 31(1)(c)(bb) of Direc-
tive 1978/660/EEC of 25 July 1978.  The amended provision is now in Article 6(1)(c)(ii) of 
Directive 2013/34/EU of 26 June 2013.  Article 31(1)(c)(bb), in its original form, was cited in 
the Judgement given by the General Court (Fifth Chamber) on 14 September 1999 in the case 
(details of which were supplied by the Deputy).  The interpretation of the amended provision is 
ultimately a matter for the European Court of Justice.

28/02/2017WRDDD01400IDA Site Visits

28/02/2017WRDDD01500794. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA Ireland sponsored visits by potential foreign direct investment clients to Coun-
ty Louth in each of the years 2014 to 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9842/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
There were a total of 54 IDA Ireland sponsored site visits to County Louth between 2014 and 
2016.  The table out the breakdown of these visits by year.

It is important to remember that data on site visits is not necessarily an accurate measure of 
the level of foreign direct investment (FDI) activity in a region or county.  This is partly because 
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approximately 70% of all FDI won by IDA Ireland comes from its existing client base, rather 
than from new companies.  The true level of FDI in Ireland is better gauged by reference to IDA 
Ireland’s record 2016 results.  These show the Agency’s client companies created just under 
19,000 (18,627) jobs on the ground during the year, including 453 in County Louth. 

Annual number of IDA Ireland sponsored site visits to County Louth, 2014-2016

 - 2014 2015 2016
Louth 10 20 24

28/02/2017WRDDD01700Company Law

28/02/2017WRDDD01800795. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
has received a copy of the company law review group’s report commissioned to examine ways 
in which company law could be changed to better protect employees and creditors in liquida-
tions; when the report and its recommendations will be published; her plans to take legislation 
to government informed by the CLRG report combined with the recommendations of the 2016 
Duffy-Cahill report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9845/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): A 
number of actions were initiated as part of the Government’s response to the closure of Clerys.  
As part of a twin track process, the Company Law Review Group was asked to examine legisla-
tion with a view to recommending ways company law could be amended to better safeguard a 
company’s employees and unsecured creditors.  That work is currently ongoing and the recom-
mendations made by the Group will receive careful consideration, when received. 

In tandem, an expert examination of the legal protections for employees was undertaken and 
the Duffy-Cahill report provides a comprehensive analysis of the relevant provisions of em-
ployment law and company law.  It makes a number of proposals for reform of the law, which 
are primarily concerned with amendments to employment law.  My Department conducted a 
Public Consultation on the report following its publication on 26 April 2016. 

The submissions received in response to the consultation are important in terms of assess-
ing how the suggested reforms could operate in practice and in identifying any unintended 
consequences.  They will inform the response to the report which will be brought forward for 
consideration by Government.   

Separately, authorised officers of the Minister from the Workplace Relations Commission 
have sought information from a number of parties in relation to the collective redundancies that 
took place in OCS Operations Limited on 12 June 2015.  The work of the authorised officers 
relates to the application of the Protection of Employment Act 1977 to the collective redundan-
cies in question.  A legal challenge was taken by two of the parties last year, on which the High 
Court ruled comprehensively in favour of the WRC Inspectors.  Further legal challenges to the 
investigation are currently listed before the Courts.  The work of the authorised officers is con-
tinuing and the matter of prosecutions, where appropriate, is also being progressed.

28/02/2017WRDDD02000Zero-hour Contracts

28/02/2017WRDDD02100796. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans to introduce legislation to address the issue of low hours and zero-hour contracts; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [9846/17]
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28/02/2017WRDDD02200Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): My colleague, Minister Mitchell O’Connor, and I intend to bring forward proposals 
in response to the Programme for Government commitment to tackle problems caused by the 
increased casualisation of work and to strengthen the regulation of precarious work for consid-
eration by Government.  We intend to include protections aimed particularly at low-paid, more 
vulnerable workers.  Our proposals will address the issue of employees on low hour contracts 
who consistently work more hours each week but whose contracts do not reflect the reality of 
their hours worked.  The proposals will also seek to ensure that employees are better informed 
about the nature of their employment arrangements and their core terms at an early stage in their 
employment.

The policy response to the Programme for Government commitment is being informed by 
the University of Limerick study on zero hour contracts and low hour contracts as well as the 
extensive material and practical examples provided by respondents to the public consultation 
on that study conducted by my Department.

Developing policy proposals on employment rights is a complex matter.  A balance needs to 
be found between protecting the rights of employees and avoiding unintended consequences on 
business which may negatively affect the competitiveness of the Irish economy. 

My Department has been engaged in a dialogue process with ICTU and Ibec over an ex-
tended period to work through the matters at issue in detail before proposals are finalised.  This 
work is nearing conclusion.  The intention is to bring our proposals to Government in Q1 2017. 

28/02/2017WRDDD02300Legislative Measures

28/02/2017WRDDD02400797. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
when she expects the Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 to be enacted; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [9930/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 remains a legislative priority for the Government.  Accord-
ingly, I hope that Dáil Report Stage will be scheduled as soon as possible.  Clearly, the timing 
of enactment thereafter will depend on the availability of parliamentary time.

28/02/2017WRDDD02600European Court of Justice Rulings

28/02/2017WRDDD02700798. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
her attention has been drawn to the fact that in 2015 the European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruled 
in case C-266/14 that in instances in which workers do not have a fixed place of work, the time 
they spend travelling between their home and their first and last customers each day counts as 
working time; if her attention has been further drawn to the fact that section 8 of the National 
Minimum Wage Act 2000 states that working time does not include time spent travelling to and 
from work and therefore this ECJ ruling will not apply to employees in the private sector; if her 
attention has been drawn to the fact that under the principle of direct effect it does apply to the 
public sector; and her plans to update current legislation to cater for the aforementioned ECJ 
ruling. [10068/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I am 
aware of the judgement of the Court of Justice of the European Union in Case 266/14 generally 
referred to as the ‘Tyco case’.  It is important to remember that case was referred in relation to 
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interpretation of the EU Directive on Working Time (2003/88/EC).  In the Tyco case, the CJEU 
found that where workers do not have a fixed or habitual place of work, the time spent by those 
workers travelling each day between their homes and the premises of the first and last custom-
ers designated by their employer constitutes ‘working time’, within the meaning of the Direc-
tive.  The workers in that case installed security alarms in provincial Spain.

The primary purpose of Working Time Directive is to make provision for the protection of 
the safety and health of workers and is given effect in Irish law by the Organisation of Working 
Time Act 1997 (as amended).  There is no amendment of that Act required by me to enforce the 
Tyco decision.  

It should be noted that that the Working Time Directive does not apply to the remuneration 
of workers.  Employers are free to determine the remuneration for time spent travelling between 
home and customers, a point made by the CJEU in the Tyco case.

What is referred to in Section 8 of the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 (as amended)  is 
‘working hours’ for the purpose of remuneration rather than working time for the purpose of 
health and safety which is what was considered in the Tyco case.  Consequently, it does not 
follow that any amendment of national legislation dealing with remuneration is required by 
virtue of the Tyco case.  Working hours has a very different statutory meaning in the context of 
national minimum wage legislation.  It is important to remember that this is legislation that did 
not emanate from the EU.

Therefore, there is no necessity for me as Minister to amend legislation to determine the 
national minimum hourly statutory pay for employees  on the basis of the Tyco decision where 
both the facts and the law were very different to what is covered by the National Minimum 
Wage Act 2000 as amended.

While it is correct for the deputy to point out that the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 
states that working hours does not include time spent travelling to and from work, it would ap-
pear to be open to an employee in the particular circumstances of the Tyco case (worker does 
not have a fixed or habitual place of work and must travel each day between their homes and 
the premises of the first and last customers designated by their employer) that they are at work 
during this time. 

28/02/2017WRDDD02900Foreign Direct Investment

28/02/2017WRDDD03000799. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
details of all foreign direct investment secured through State agencies in 2014, 2015 and 2016, 
by county, in tabular form; if foreign direct investment secured in counties Louth and Meath 
will be broken down by name, location and financial details; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10083/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): For-
eign Direct Investment (FDI) remains a vital contributor to Ireland’s economic development 
and growth.  The role it plays in sustaining employment in Ireland is well-documented: ap-
proximately one out of every five private sector jobs here directly or indirectly results from 
FDI.  Last year saw the highest ever level of employment in IDA Ireland client companies, with 
199,877 people now employed in companies supported by the Agency.  

Table A provides a breakdown of total jobs and new jobs created in IDA Ireland client com-
panies on a county by county basis from 2014 to 2016.  Table B provides details of IDA Ireland 
announcements for Meath and Louth from 2014 to January 2017.  Table C contains details of 
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grants paid to companies in Meath and Louth for 2014 and 2015.  Figures for 2016 have not yet 
been finalised. 

Table A - number of total jobs and jobs created in IDA Ireland companies from 2014 
to 2016.

County 2014 2015 2016
Carlow Total Jobs 749 768 802
Carlow New Jobs 45 19 83
Cavan Total Jobs 1,136 1,165 1,203
Cavan New Jobs 27 29 41
Clare Total Jobs 6,486 6,607 6,662
Clare New Jobs 443 530 295
Cork Total Jobs 28,445 32,301 33,976
Cork New Jobs 2,209 4,535 2,602
Donegal Total Jobs 2,607 2,918 3,039
Donegal New Jobs 247 330 145
Dublin Total Jobs 70,445 76,492 82,622
Dublin New Jobs 7,695 10,202 9,000
Galway Total Jobs 14,664 15,342 16,851
Galway New Jobs 1,123 1,457 1,896
Kerry Total Jobs 1,874 1,931 2,083
Kerry New Jobs 247 89 186
Kildare Total Jobs 10,222 10,566 10,139
Kildare New Jobs 463 849 291
Kilkenny Total Jobs 716 650 762
Kilkenny New Jobs 124 9 113
Laois Total Jobs 87 105 115
Laois New Jobs 9 18 10
Leitrim Total Jobs 411 423 413
Leitrim New Jobs 4 16 3
Limerick Total Jobs 7,930 8,702 10,153
Limerick New Jobs 764 950 1,634
Longford Total Jobs 650 686 665
Longford New Jobs 10 46 70
Louth Total Jobs 3,029 3,217 3,574
Louth New Jobs 494 317 453
Mayo Total Jobs 3,932 4,070 4,234
Mayo New Jobs 294 159 181
Meath Total Jobs 1,536 1,533 1,496
Meath New Jobs 68 67 84
Monaghan Total Jobs 275 146 137
Monaghan New Jobs 13 52 7
Offaly Total Jobs 890 902 929
Offaly New Jobs 44 58 49
Roscommon Total Jobs 916 994 985
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County 2014 2015 2016
Roscommon New Jobs 85 108 34
Sligo Total Jobs 2,219 2,221 2,290
Sligo New Jobs 83 166 190
Tipperary North 
Riding

Total Jobs 298 318 328

Tipperary North 
Riding

New Jobs 25 10

Tipperary South 
Riding

Total Jobs 3,246 3,215 3,040

Tipperary South 
Riding

New Jobs 229 70 138

Waterford Total Jobs 5,248 5,574 6,135
Waterford New Jobs 353 523 697
Westmeath Total Jobs 2,396 2,529 2,571
Westmeath New Jobs 221 212 185
Wexford Total Jobs 2,503 2,486 2,630
Wexford New Jobs 196 101 171
Wicklow Total Jobs 2,307 2,174 2,043
Wicklow New Jobs 29 45 59
Total Total Jobs 175,217 188,035 199,877
Total New Jobs 15,519 20,982 18,627

Table B - Job Announcements for Meath and Louth from 2014 to 2017    

                                                                     
DATE   

   COMPANY      LOCATION      PROJECT ACTIVITY   

   26/01/2017      Almac    Group      Dundalk   Expansion in Ireland 
with additional 100 jobs 
in Dundalk.   

   15/04/2016      Shire      Meath   Expansion of its global 
biotechnology manufac-
turing capacity with 400 
jobs.   

   28/04/2016      Kellton    Tech 
Solutions Limited   

   Drogheda       Establishment of an 
EMEA HQ with 100 
jobs.   

   01/04/2015      Prometric      Dundalk   A €1m three-year re-
search partnership with 
DCU.   

   18/06/2014      Paypal      Dundalk   Expansion of its opera-
tions centre in Dundalk 
with 400 jobs.   

   07/05/2014      Becton    Dickin-
son   

   Drogheda   Investment by the com-
pany in new equipment 
to expand its production 
BD PosiFlush syringes.  
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Table C - Grants Paid to companies in Meath and Louth for 2014 and 2015

County 2014 2015 TOTAL
Louth €3,672,307 €993,000 €4,665,307
Meath €0 €300,000 €300,000
TOTAL €3,672,307 €1,293,000 €4,965,307

28/02/2017WRDDD03200Job Creation Data

28/02/2017WRDDD03300800. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
number of IDA Ireland jobs at 31 December 2016, by county and in each region, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10092/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD03400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): IDA 
Ireland’s official employment figures are drawn from the employment survey that is conducted 
annually by my Department. 

During 2016, the Agency’s client companies created just under 19,000 (18,627) jobs on the 
ground across a range of sectors, with every region of Ireland posting net gains in jobs. 

The table sets out the total number of IDA Ireland supported jobs, across the regions, as of 
31 December 2016.

IDA Ireland-supported Jobs by Region and County 2016

Region            County   2016   
Dublin Dublin 82,622
Mid-East Kildare 10,139
Mid-East Meath 1,496
Mid-East Wicklow 2,043
Midlands Laois 115
Midlands Longford 665
Midlands Offaly 929
Midlands Westmeath 2,571
Mid-West Clare 6,662
Mid-West Limerick 10,153
Mid-West Tipperary North   Riding 328
North East Cavan 1,203
North East Louth 3,574
North East Monaghan 137
North West Donegal 3,039
North West Leitrim 413
North West Sligo 2,290
South East Carlow 802
South East Kilkenny 762
South East Tipperary South   Riding 3,040
South East Waterford 6,135
South East Wexford 2,630
South West Cork 33,976
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Region            County   2016   
South West Kerry 2,083
West Galway 16,851
West Mayo 4,234
West Roscommon 985
Total 199,877

28/02/2017WRDDD03500Living Wage

28/02/2017WRDDD03600801. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in 
agencies funded by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10103/17]

28/02/2017WRDDD03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
additional salary cost to the Department  and its Offices of introducing a minimum hourly rate 
of €11.50 per hour for directly employed staff is estimated to be €234,680 per annum.  This 
figure, inclusive of employers PRSI would be €259,909.  The Offices of the Department in-
clude the Companies Registration Office, Employment Appeals Tribunal, Labour Court, Low 
Pay Commission, Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement, Patents Office, Registry of 
Friendly Societies and the Workplace Relations Commission.

The indicative additional annual cost across the Agencies funded through my Department’s 
Vote would be €261,216.  This covers the Competition & Consumer Protection Commission, 
Health & Safety Authority, IDA Ireland, Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority, 
Enterprise Ireland, National Standards Authority of Ireland and Science Foundation Ireland. 

The Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) is self-financing and does not receive any 
Pay provision through my Department’s Vote.  Any additional Pay cost on foot of the introduc-
tion of a living wage of €11.50 per hour would have to be borne through the fees mechanism 
operated by the PIAB.  

The staff of Inter-Trade Ireland, which is part-funded through my Department’s Vote, are all 
based in Northern Ireland. 

28/02/2017WREEE00150Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WREEE00200802. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
tribunals established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011, in tabular 
form; the number of days each tribunal sat; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10771/17]

28/02/2017WREEE00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Since my appointment as Minister, no tribunals of inquiry have been established in my Depart-
ment under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011.

28/02/2017WREEE00350Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

28/02/2017WREEE00400803. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
contact all those persons that have contacted her Department regarding adoption and mother 
and baby homes in recent years to inform them of the existence of the commission of investi-
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gation into mother and baby homes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9611/17]

28/02/2017WREEE00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am on the 
record of this House as encouraging any person with information which may be relevant to the 
investigation to contact the Commission directly.  All relevant information is on the Commis-
sion’s website and can be accessed at www.mbhcoi.ie. 

Following the public consultation process to inform the development of the Commission’s 
terms of reference, my Department passed on the submissions and correspondence received 
from groups and individuals to the Commission. 

The Deputy may wish to note that my Department has also made arrangements to inform 
these interested parties of significant events regarding the Commission.

28/02/2017WREEE00550Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

28/02/2017WREEE00600804. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to reports that over €20,000 was spent on carpets for the offices of the mother 
and baby homes commission; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9710/17]

28/02/2017WREEE00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Mother 
and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation was established by Government in 2015 with 
office accommodation provided in 73 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2.  The building had previ-
ously accommodated  a public health body but was empty prior to the Commission’s tenancy.  
I am advised that the floor coverings in the building were aged and in poor condition generally.  
Wear and tear to areas of carpet around the building were deemed to present a trip hazard and 
the Office of Public Works assisted the Commission in the procurement of new floor coverings.

28/02/2017WREEE00750Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

28/02/2017WREEE00800805. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if any out-
reach or advertising was undetaken to make Irish citizens that were adopted and are now living 
abroad aware of the commission of investigation (details supplied). [9584/17]

28/02/2017WREEE00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): At the outset it 
is important to state that the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes (and 
certain related Matters) is independent in the conduct of its investigations.  Therefore, the ad-
vertising strategy is a matter for the Commission to decide and I do not have any role or influ-
ence in this regard.

The Commission has written to a range of Irish groups in the UK and the USA inviting 
relevant people to come forward.  The Confidential Committee has already visited the UK for 
hearings and proposes to do so again in the near future.

While I do not have a direct role the Commission’s advertising strategies, I am on record of 
this House as encouraging any person with information which may be relevant to the Commis-
sion to contact them directly.  All relevant information is on the Commission’s website and can 
be accessed at www.mbhcoi.ie.

28/02/2017WREEE00950Legislative Measures
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28/02/2017WREEE01000806. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
ensure that the national adoption contact preference register is put on a statutory footing in the 
Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9657/17]

28/02/2017WREEE01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Adoption 
(Information and Tracing) Bill was published on 25th November 2016.  The Bill provides at 
Section 14 that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, shall establish and maintain a register to be 
known as the Register of Adoption Contact Enquiries.  The existing National Adoption Contact 
Preference Register (NACPR) will be discontinued.  However, all information relating to the 
NACPR will be retained.  Before the new Register is established, each person whose details are 
on the NACPR will be contacted advising them of the new Register that is being established by 
Tusla.  They will be invited to apply to have their details entered on the new Register.  However, 
where birth parents have already indicated a preference for no contact on the NACPR, details 
of this preference will be transferred to the new Register. 

28/02/2017WREEE01150Adoption Records Provision

28/02/2017WREEE01200807. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
ensure that information sources holding records pertaining to illegal adoptions, particularly in-
stances in which no adoption order exists, will be compelled under the Adoption (Information 
and Tracing) Bill 2016 to transfer their records to the Adoption Authority of Ireland; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [9658/17]

28/02/2017WREEE01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Adoption re-
cords are currently held by the Adoption Authority of Ireland, Tusla and agencies accredited 
under the Adoption Act 2010.  Under the proposed legislation, the Authority will have overall 
responsibility for the safeguarding of all adoption records, including information relating to 
informal adoptions and persons whose birth was incorrectly registered.  All adoption records, 
which are currently held in a number of locations, are to be transferred to the custody of the 
Authority.  The Bill provides that the records are to be indexed and a searchable electronic da-
tabase of the records is to be created.  The Authority is to ensure that all adoption records are 
to be kept in a suitable and secure location.  The Bill also provides the the Authority with wide 
ranging powers to collect records including those related to incorrect birth registrations.  

28/02/2017WREEE01350Adoption Legislation

28/02/2017WREEE01400808. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
address the issue of the more than 2,000 persons that were exported from Ireland to America for 
adoption from the 1940s to the 1970s; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9659/17]

28/02/2017WREEE01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Adoption 
(Information and Tracing) Bill was published on 25 November 2016 and it provides a statutory 
basis for the provision of information related to both past and future adoptions.  The Bill is in-
tended to facilitate access to adoption information and operates on the basis of a presumption in 
favour of disclosing information in so far as is legally and constitutionally possible.  It provides 
clarity around the information that can be provided and the circumstances in which it can be 
provided to those affected by adoption.  The definition of adopted person in the Bill was drafted 
so as to ensure service provision in all historic adoptions where a child was placed and brought 
up outside the State primarily in the USA.
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There will be an information campaign for six months following commencement of the Act 
to publicise  the provisions of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill.  Tusla will liaise 
with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to identify the methods of maximising con-
tact with persons outside of the State affected by Irish adoptions through media outlets, social 
media and other appropriate methods.

28/02/2017WREEE01550Adoption Authority of Ireland

28/02/2017WREEE01600809. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
reinstate the stakeholder adoption advisory groups established by her predecessor (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9662/17]

28/02/2017WREEE01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In 2003 the 
then Minister for Children, Brian Lenihan, TD, launched a consultation process in regard to 
adoption.  As a result of this process, in January 2005 the Department of Health and Children 
published “adoption Legislation: 2003 Consultation and Proposals for Change”.  The Report 
has served to inform the legislative developments that have taken place since then in particular 
the Adoption Act 2010 and the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016.

The Adoption Authority of Ireland has operational responsibility for adoption in Ireland. In 
this regard I am advised by the Authority that it is proactive in its consultation with stakehold-
ers.  The Authority continues to meet with various stakeholder groups on a regular basis.  These 
include Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, the Departments of Health and Children and Youth 
Affairs, and the various Bodies accredited to provide adoption services and various country-
specific adoption support groups (e.g. Viet South and the Irish Chinese Contact Group).

I am also advised that during 2016, the CEO and/or members of the Authority’s Senior Man-
agemnet Team met with the Adoption Rights Alliance, irish Foster Care Association, Children’s 
Rights Alliance and Treoir.  The Authority also resumed meetings “on circuit” which allowed it 
to meet locally based groups, e.g. ‘Know My Own’ (Cork), the Sligo Family Resource Centre 
and Danu.  The Authority intends to meet with local adoption groups in Galway and Waterford 
later this year.  Furthermore the Authority has held a variety of seminars involving all stake-
holders.

I have no plans to establish the stakeholder adoption advisory groups but I have asked the 
Adoption Authority to keep me advised of any issues which arises in their consultation.

28/02/2017WREEE01750Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WREEE01800810. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
legal fees incurred on FOI requests received by her Department; the staff hours involved in 
the processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9673/17]

28/02/2017WREEE01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There have 
been no legal fees incurred on Freedom of Information requests received, my Department does 
not collate the number of staff hours involved in the processing of Freedom of Information 
requests. 

28/02/2017WREEE01950Child and Family Agency Data
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28/02/2017WREEE02000811. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the date 
on which officials in her Department were first informed of the existence of a Tusla file regard-
ing a person (details supplied); if her Department was informed of this file’s existence by either 
Tusla or by another entity; the action taken on foot of receipt of this information; the other De-
partments or State agencies that were informed regarding the existence of this file; and the date 
on which such information was provided to same. [9765/17]

28/02/2017WREEE02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As I outlined in 
this House on 14 February 2017, I heard first hand of the file referred to by the Deputy from the 
persons concerned on 25 January 2017.  This meeting was arranged with the person referred to 
by the Deputy after they had contacted my Department on 18 January 2017.  At my meeting on 
25 January I received a number of queries from the family and responded as quickly and as ac-
curately as possible.  The Government has included the actions of Tusla in respect of the person 
referred to by the Deputy in the terms of reference of the Tribunal of Inquiry.  

Separately, I am requesting  the Health Information and Quality Authority to undertake a 
Statutory Investigation under the Health Act 2007, as amended.  The terms of reference for this 
Investigation will not overlap with those of the Tribunal of Inquiry.  The matters raised in this 
question are some of the issues I would expect to be examined in the Tribunal of Inquiry.

28/02/2017WREEE02150Child and Family Agency Services

28/02/2017WREEE02200812. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla 
will contact a person (details supplied) in relation to an ongoing issue. [9815/17]

28/02/2017WREEE02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have forward-
ed the information provided by the Deputy to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency for immedi-
ate attention.

28/02/2017WREEE02350Child Care Services Data

28/02/2017WREEE02400813. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children that availed of child care places under the special provision of the commu-
nity child care subvention scheme for homeless children; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [9866/17]

28/02/2017WREEE02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): To date 67 
childcare services have joined the special provision of the Community Childcare Subvention 
(CCS) programme for homeless children.  The number of homeless children who have regis-
tered under the programme is 14.  This is only a small portion of those who are eligible. 

While uptake of new schemes can be low in the early stages, I am keen to ensure that a lack 
of awareness is not a cause of the low uptake.

An advisory group has been set up and met for the first time on Tuesday 14th February, to 
discuss how to promote more wide-spread uptake of the programme to the targeted audience.  
On foot of this, my Department has initiated an awareness campaign targeting homeless fami-
lies through Focus Ireland and other community and voluntary groups which come into contact 
with families on a regular basis; and targeting childcare providers to encourage uptake through 
Pobal and through the Dublin based City and County Childcare Committees.

My Department has recently developed information literature in the form of leaflets in order 
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to raise awareness of the programme among the public.  These leaflets are presently being dis-
tributed by Focus Ireland and the four Dublin Childcare Committees.

Focus Ireland have supported and provided the appropriate forms to 42 children to enable 
them access the programme.  My Department is also currently in consultation with local au-
thorities to roll out the programme nationwide.

I am confident that this programme will meet its objectives with regard to supporting home-
less families and I am hopeful that through the measures my Department has taken to increase 
awareness that we will see increased uptake in the coming weeks and months.

28/02/2017WREEE02550Child and Family Agency Staff

28/02/2017WREEE02600814. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she is 
satisfied that the present CEO of Tusla is the most suitable candidate (details supplied) to lead 
the reform of the agency; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that as the head of child 
protection in Dundee, Scotland, this person was severely criticised by the UK Government in-
spectors which after examining 18 key performance areas in Dundee ruled that nine were weak 
or unsatisfactory; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9968/17]

28/02/2017WREEE02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Board of 
the Child and Family Agency appointed the current Chief Executive Officer in February 2016, 
in accordance with Section 28(1) of the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013.

The appointment followed a competitive selection process run by the Public Appointments 
Service on behalf of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency and in accordance with the Public 
Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act, 2004.

The Chief Executive Officer is responsible to the Board for the performance of his functions 
and the implementation of the Tusla’s corporate plan as per section 29(1) of the Child and Fam-
ily Agency Act, 2013. 

The Board is accountable to me for the performance of its functions including the delega-
tion of functions to the CEO in accordance with Section 21 of the Child and Family Agency 
Act, 2013. 

Tusla is engaged in an extensive programme of reform of our child welfare and protection 
services.  Together with my officials, I engage on a regular basis with the Board and members 
of the senior management team within Tusla to review the progress being made, in this regard, 
in line with commitments as set out on an annual basis by Tusla in its Business Plan.

I have noted the information provided by the Deputy which has been in the public domain 
for some time.

28/02/2017WREEE02750Child and Family Agency Investigations

28/02/2017WREEE02800815. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her Depart-
ment will seek from Tusla an explanation regarding the alleged lack of response by it in June 
2016 when the mother of a child (details supplied) provided it with evidence of social me-
dia correspondence indicating that the child’s biological father had been supplying them with 
drugs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9972/17]
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28/02/2017WREEE02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I thank the 
Deputy for the information provided and have referred it to Tusla for attention.  I asked them 
to contact the family directly in order to avoid disclosing identifying personal information in 
this forum.  I would advise the Deputy that the family in question should contact the Gardai in 
relation to this matter referred to in the question.

28/02/2017WRFFF00150Child and Family Agency

28/02/2017WRFFF00200816. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if Tusla holds records relating to children born at the Bon Secours Hospital, Tuam, Galway that 
may be interred in the mass unmarked burial ground there; if Tusla will provide this information 
to persons that are trying to trace their family members; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10006/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): This PQ has 
been referred to Tusla, The Child and Family Agency, for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2017WRFFF00350Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

28/02/2017WRFFF00400817. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the advertising being done abroad, through Irish consulates and centres, to make Irish citizens 
that were adopted and now living abroad aware of the commission of inquiry into mother and 
baby homes. [10061/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): At the outset it 
is important to state that the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes (and 
certain related Matters) is independent in the conduct of its investigations.  Therefore, the ad-
vertising strategy is a matter for the Commission to decide and I do not have any role or influ-
ence in this regard.

The Commission has written to a range of Irish groups in the UK and the USA inviting 
relevant people to come forward.  The Confidential Committee has already visited the UK for 
hearings and proposes to do so again in the near future.

While I do not have a direct role the Commission’s advertising strategies, I am on record of 
this House as  encouraging any person with information which may be relevant to the Commis-
sion to contact them directly.  All relevant information is on the Commission’s website and can 
be accessed at www.mbhcoi.ie 

28/02/2017WRFFF00550Commissions of Investigation

28/02/2017WRFFF00600818. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if her attention has been drawn to concerns raised that an area under current excavation (de-
tails supplied) does not include underground cesspits which may also contain remains; if the 
attention of the commission of inquiry into mother and baby homes has been drawn to such 
concerns; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10063/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In accordance 
with section 9 of the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004, it is essential to recognise that 
the Commission is independent in the performance of its functions.  Therefore, the precise ap-
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proach to its investigation is a matter for the Commission to decide and progress.  I do not have 
any role or influence in these decisions.     

If the Deputy, or any person, has information which they believe can assist the investigation, 
I would encourage them to contact the Commission directly by email at info@mbhcoi.ie or on 
the confidential freephone number at 1800 80-66-88.

28/02/2017WRFFF00750Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

28/02/2017WRFFF00800819. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
when the second interim report of the commission of investigation into mother and baby homes 
will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10064/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am committed 
to publishing this Report. Given the scope of the Commission’s work a number of issues in the 
Report extend beyond the remit of my Department and it has been necessary to consult with 
Cabinet colleagues and the Attorney General on these matters.

I am sensitive to the concerns of former residents and their expectations for an early publica-
tion date.  I hope to conclude this process as quickly as possible. 

28/02/2017WRFFF00950Adoption Records Provision

28/02/2017WRFFF01000820. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if she will consider requesting an audit of adoption records to ascertain the scale of illegal and 
forced adoption that occurred within the State, particularly those associated with mother and 
baby homes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10065/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I do not propose 
to request that a full audit of adoption records is undertaken.

28/02/2017WRFFF01150Living Wage

28/02/2017WRFFF01200821. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost of 
implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed or in agen-
cies funded by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10095/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I would refer 
the Deputy to Parliamentary Question 896 dated 21 July 2016 which provided material on the 
above question.

Since that time and based on current staffing numbers, there has been no appreciable change 
in the estimated implementation costs for my Department and Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency.  I can also confirm that no additional cost would arise in respect of the Adoption Au-
thority of Ireland and the Oberstown Children Detention Campus.  The Office of the Ombuds-
man for Children will be in touch with the Deputy directly in relation to the impact on staff in 
their office.

28/02/2017WRFFF01350Child Care Services
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28/02/2017WRFFF01400822. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
way applications by persons and registrations and payments to Tusla registered child care pro-
viders will work with respect to the targeted subsidy (details supplied). [10220/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The policy pa-
per for the introduction of the Affordable Childcare Scheme was approved by Government in 
October 2016.  Since then, officials of the DCYA and Pobal have been working intensively to 
plan for the implementation of this Scheme.   This is an extremely complex and ambitious proj-
ect because of what is involved – legislation, new business processes, data protection and build-
ing a new IT system.  We will need to integrate data from the Department of Social Protection 
and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners so that the system can calculate every family’s 
net income and ACS subsidy.  We will need to test the IT system rigorously to make sure of 
applicability, even in complicated family circumstances.   Because of all the matters mentioned 
above, the fully automated system  will be delayed.  However, we are working intensively to 
ensure a satisfactory interim measure is in place and that the fully automated system for the Af-
fordable Childcare Scheme is introduced as soon as possible.  Full information on the Scheme, 
including process for applications, registrations and payments, will be made available to child-
care providers well in advance of its introduction, and change management supports will be 
provided to all participating childcare services.

28/02/2017WRFFF01550Information and Communications Technology

28/02/2017WRFFF01600823. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the IT system for both the universal and targeted subsidy will be fully automated (details sup-
plied); and if her Department is factoring in a reasonable amount of time to be allowed to ser-
vices and county child care committees to become familiar with the system themselves prior to 
it being automated. [10221/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The policy pa-
per for the introduction of the Affordable Childcare Scheme was approved by Government in 
October 2016.  Since then, officials of the DCYA and Pobal have been working intensively to 
plan for the implementation of this Scheme.   This is an extremely complex and ambitious proj-
ect because of what is involved – legislation, new business processes, data protection and build-
ing a new IT system.  We will need to integrate data from the Department of Social Protection 
and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners so that the system can calculate every family’s 
net income and ACS subsidy.  We will need to test the IT system rigorously to make sure of 
applicability, even in complicated family circumstances. Because of all of the issues mentioned 
above, the fully automated system will be delayed.  However, we are working intensively to 
ensure a satisfactory interim measure is in place and that the fully automated system for the Af-
fordable Childcare Scheme is  introduced as soon as possible.  Full information on the Scheme 
will be made available to parents and childcare providers well in advance of its introduction, 
and change management supports will be provided to all participating childcare services.

28/02/2017WRFFF01750Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

28/02/2017WRFFF01800824. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of persons that have given evidence to the commission of investigation into mother 
and baby homes confidential committee; the number of persons that have given evidence to the 
commission of investigation into mother and baby homes investigation committee; the number 
of persons that have been refused an opportunity to give evidence to the commission of inves-
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tigation into mother and baby homes; the number of persons that have given evidence to the 
commission of investigation into mother and baby homes confidential committee and that have 
subsequently been invited to a hearing at the commission’s investigation committee; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10278/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In accordance 
with section 9 of the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004, it is essential to recognise that 
the Commission is independent in the performance of its functions.  Therefore, I do not have 
access to the information sought by the Deputy.  The engagement with witnesses is a matter for 
the Commission to manage and progress and I do not have any role or influence in this regard.

The Deputy may wish to contact the Commission directly at  info@mbhcoi.ie   or on the 
confidential free phone number at 1800-80-66-88.

28/02/2017WRFFF01950Early Years Strategy Implementation

28/02/2017WRFFF02000825. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if consider-
ation will be given to the circumstances outlined in correspondence (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10403/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Child Care 
Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulation 2016 provide that each employee working directly 
with children attending a service must hold at least a major award in early childhood care and 
education at Level 5 on the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) or a qualification 
deemed by to be equivalent.  While under the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
Grant Funding Agreement, registered childcare providers must ensure that pre-school leaders 
hold a at least a major award in early childhood care and education at Level 6 on the NFQ. 

This particular service provider runs a pre-school in a rural area in Co Limerick.  She made 
an application to my Department for qualifications assessment last year.  The ultimate outcome 
of this application was that she met the minimum  requirements under the Child Care Act 1991 
(Early Years Services) Regulations 2016, and not the minimum requirements under the ECCE 
Grant Funding Agreement.

It is my understanding that this service has no member of staff who meet the requirement 
for a room leader at the standard capitation rate for ECCE (i.e being a relevant major award at 
Level 6 or more on the NFQ).  Following a direct appeal by the service provider, my Depart-
ment permitted her to run the ECCE programme for the 2016 / 2017 programme year, as an ex-
ception to the usual Grant Funding Agreement requirements.  This was permitted on a one-off 
basis and this is the only provider within the ECCE scheme for whom this temporary exception 
was made. 

In allowing this exception, my Department was mindful that this service is in a rural area, 
which lacks many alternatives for pre-school provision.  Also, I understand that when the quali-
fication assessment was communicated to this service provider, it was nearing the end of the 
2015 / 2016 programme year, and she had many bookings already for the 2016 / 2017 pro-
gramme year. 

My Department took into account the service provider’s situation specifically that the lo-
cal community would have very little time to make alternative arrangements, given the lack 
of ECCE services in the area.  The service provider was clear that it was her intention to retire 
following the 2016 / 2017 programme year, but that she wished to offer the 2016 / 2017 ECCE 
year in order to facilitate and support the local community and give adequate notice that her 
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service would not function beyond this time. 

In view of the circumstances, and to support the service provider’s efforts to provide an 
ECCE service for her community for a further year, an official from my Department wrote to 
her and stated that she would be allowed to deliver the ECCE programme for the 2016 / 2017 
programme year. However, this situation as it stands cannot be allowed to continue beyond that 
time frame under any circumstances.

I wish to emphasise that my Department cannot allow services which are not compliant 
with the contractual requirements, under the ECCE Grant Funding Agreement, to continue to 
remain within our programmes. Therefore there can be no flexibility on the outcome of this 
service provider’s qualification assessment unless she adjusts the staffing in her service to meet 
the contractual requirements of the ECCE programme.  If she does not employ a room leader 
with the appropriate qualification, she will not be allowed into contract for the 2017 / 2018 
programme year.

I would also like to inform you that my Department has no prior knowledge that this service 
provider is a retired primary school teacher, and has received no documentation to that effect.

28/02/2017WRFFF02150Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRFFF02200826. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
tribunals established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011, in tabular 
form; the number of days each tribunal sat; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10767/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
was established on the 2nd June 2011. No tribunals have been established to date under the 
Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921. 

28/02/2017WRFFF02350Naval Service

28/02/2017WRFFF02400827. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on a matter (details supplied) with regard to the Naval Service; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9668/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF02500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The main day 
to day role of the Naval Service is to provide a fishery protection service in accordance with 
the State’s obligations as a member of the European Union.  These patrols are carried out on 
a regular and frequent basis.  Boardings of fishing vessels are carried out in order to verify 
compliance with a wide range of fisheries legislation, and in order to monitor fishing activity.  
There is no obligation on the Naval Service to provide prior notice to board and inspect foreign 
fishing vessels.  

28/02/2017WRFFF02550European Court of Human Rights Rulings

28/02/2017WRFFF02600828. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the plans his 
Department has in place to reflect in law the European Court of Human Rights ruling ECHR 
280 (2014) which found that the blanket ban on trade unions within the armed forces is a viola-
tion of Article 11, freedom of assembly and association, of the European Convention on Human 
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Rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9579/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF02700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There have been 
a number of judgements by the European Court of Human Rights in respect of the French mili-
tary and also findings in a recent case brought to the European Committee on Social Rights by 
the Association of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors (AGSI), the outcomes of which will require 
very careful consideration.   

In a non-binding ruling, the European Committee on Social Rights (ECSR) found that cur-
rent arrangements for industrial relations in An Garda Síochána are not in compliance with 
aspects of the European Social Charter: 

-  Article 5 of the Charter (the right to organise) on grounds of the prohibition against police 
representative associations from joining national employees’ organisations; 

-  Article 6.2 of the Charter (the right to bargain collectively) on grounds of restricted access 
of police representative associations to national pay agreement discussions; and 

-  Article 6.4 of the Charter on grounds of the prohibition of the right to strike of members 
of the police force. 

In the light of these ECSR findings, a complaint to the Council of Europe about the lack 
of union rights for military Representative Associations in Ireland was made by EUROMIL a 
European ropean umbrella body for military associations, on behalf of PDFORRA.  PDFORRA 
are similarly claiming most of the same violations of the European Social Charter as AGSI did, 
including denial of the right to join the ICTU, alleged restricted access to pay talks, and the 
prohibition on the right to strike.  Detailed final submissions were lodged to the European Com-
mittee on Social Rights on 26th February 2016 setting Ire land’s position in the matter and we 
are awaiting now the outcome of the case. 

28/02/2017WRFFF02750Defence Forces Remuneration

28/02/2017WRFFF02800829. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of enlisted Defence Forces personnel that are in receipt of income support; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9620/17]

28/02/2017WRFFF02900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Rates of remu-
neration and conditions of employment in each part of the Irish public sector have traditionally 
been set by reference to levels of pay available in related public sector employments.  In this 
regard, the level of remuneration in the Defence sector has maintained relativity with the levels 
available in other related public sector employments.   

I fully appreciate that many of our citizens continue to face some difficulties in the current 
environment, including members of the Defence Forces.  The Government is making every 
effort, within available resources, to support all those who face hardship.  In addition, there 
are various schemes in place through the Department of Social Protection, including Family 
Income Supplement, to support those on low incomes. 

The circumstances surrounding an application for Family Income Supplement, or indeed 
any other scheme operated by the Department of Social Protection, is a private matter between 
the applicant and the Department of Social Protection.  I am, therefore, not aware of the eligi-
bility of individual members of the Permanent Defence Force to receive such allowances, or 
the total numbers of Defence Force members that may be in receipt of this financial support.  
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Various factors can give rise to such claims.  However, the important thing is that, despite the 
difficult economic environment we have witnessed over the last few years, the Government has 
maintained this important safety net for families who by virtue of their particular circumstances 
require financial support. 

In terms of remuneration going forward, the new Public Service Pay Commission (PSPC), 
announced by my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, has been tasked 
with providing objective analysis and advice on the most appropriate pay levels for the public 
service, including the Defence Forces. 

28/02/2017WRGGG00100Defence Forces Remuneration

28/02/2017WRGGG00200830. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the mea-
sures his Department plans to take to address the disparity in pay for new recruits whose weekly 
pay is under €300; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9621/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG00300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Rates of remu-
neration and conditions of employment in the Irish public sector have traditionally been set by 
reference to relative levels of pay across the various sectors of the Irish public sector.

You will be aware that the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts of 
2009-2015 and the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2018 (Lansdowne Road Agree-
ment) currently define the pay policy for public servants.  I can advise that PDFORRA (Rep-
resentative Association) have yet to ballot their members in relation to the terms of the Public 
Service Stability Agreement 2013-2018 (Lansdowne Road Agreement).   I understand that PD-
FORRA raised a number of issues arising from the Haddington Road Agreement, on which it 
sought clarification in advance of finalising their position on entering into the Lansdowne Road 
Agreement.  These are primarily issues of interpretation and technical issues on the savings to 
be achieved under the Haddington Road Agreement rather than substantive issues of principle. 

PDFORRA members are complying fully with all of their obligations under the public ser-
vice pay agreements and the commitments they entered into in those agreements.  PDFORRA 
has not repudiated the LRA. 

Officials from the Department of Defence, the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form and PDFORRA have been actively working through these issues in a positive and collab-
orative process within the C&A Scheme over recent months.  The Workplace Relations Com-
mission facilitated discussions between representatives of the parties on 17 February, 2017.  
The Commission noted that the parties agreed the parameters under which they will conclude 
their arrangements on pay, in tandem in the Public Sector discussions.  These Public Sector dis-
cussions will take place in the context of the report of the Public Service Pay Commission and 
the negotiations on a successor to the Lansdowne Road Agreement. 

The Public Service Pay Commission (PSPC), announced by my colleague the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform, has been tasked with providing objective analysis and advice 
on the most appropriate pay levels for the public service, including the Defence Forces.  The 
Public Service Pay Commission is expected to report in Q2, 2017.  Once this report is available, 
the Government intends to initiate negotiations on a successor to the Lansdowne Road Agree-
ment ahead of Budget 2018 considerations.  Future remuneration of Defence Forces personnel, 
including PDFORRA members, will be dealt with within this process.
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28/02/2017WRGGG00400Defence Forces Allowances

28/02/2017WRGGG00500831. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the efforts 
being made to reinstate the 24-hour duty payment to Defence Forces personnel that was cut 
from €40 to €20. [9622/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG00600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Rates of remu-
neration and conditions of employment in the Irish public sector have traditionally been set by 
reference to relative levels of pay across the various sectors of the Irish public sector.  In this 
regard, the level of remuneration in the Defence sector has maintained relativity with the levels 
available in other related public sector employments.  The Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest Acts of 2009-201 5 and the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-201 8 
(Lansdowne Road Agreement) define current pay policy.

In the Haddington Road Agreement (Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2 016) the 
Government reaffirmed its commitment that public service pay and any related issues would 
not be revisited over the lifetime of that Agreement, subject to compliance with the terms of 
the Agreement.  Crucially, there was no cut to the basic pay of any enlisted personnel under the 
Agreement.  Of the measures applying to the Defence Forces in the Haddington Road Agree-
ment, the following may apply to enlisted personnel depending on their duties:

- Incorporation of duties attracting Technical Group 1 pay into standard duties for new en-
listed personnel. 

- Flat rating Security Duty Allowance and related payments at the standard weekday rate.

- A 10% Reduction in certain Defence Forces Allowances.

- Voluntary buyout of Border Duty Allowance for enlisted personnel.

- Implementation of additional incremental points in pay scales for new enlisted personnel 
post 01 July 2013. 

In terms of remuneration going forward, the new Public Service Pay Commission (PSPC), 
announced by my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, has been tasked 
with providing objective analysis and advice on the most appropriate pay levels for the public 
service, including the Defence Forces.

28/02/2017WRGGG00700Defence Forces Allowances

28/02/2017WRGGG00800832. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the 
out-of-barracks payment paid to Defence Forces personnel will be reinstated; and his views on 
criticism over the time being taken to process subsistence payments. [9623/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG00900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Rates of remu-
neration and conditions of employment in the Irish public sector have traditionally been set by 
reference to relative levels of pay across the various sectors of the Irish public sector.  In this 
regard, the level of remuneration in the Defence sector has maintained relativity with the levels 
available in other related public sector employments.  The Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest Acts of 2009-2015 and the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2018 
(Lansdowne Road Agreement) define current pay policy.

Parties to the Haddington Road Agreement (Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2016) 
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noted that the Government intended to review travel and subsistence arrangements for the pub-
lic Service and agreed to full co-operation with the review and the implementation of a stan-
dardised system of travel and subsistence across the Public Service.  It was agreed between the 
parties that the best way to approach the review was through the Conciliation and Arbitration 
Scheme for Civil Service and any agreement reached would then be applied across other parts 
of the Public Service.

Following agreement, on the 23 April 2015 the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form issued circular 05/2015 implementing revisions for civil servants.  By way of letter to this 
Department, dated the 15 May 2015 from Department of Public Expenditure and Reform the 
revisions were to be applied to the Defence Force Personnel with effect from 1 July 2015.  The 
Department made the necessary arrangements and the revised Travel and Subsistence regime 
was introduced.

Subsequently PDFORRA (Representative Association) raised a number of issues of clari-
fication.  As these outstanding issues are currently being resolved with in the C&A Scheme it 
would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this time.   

I am advised by officials that they are not aware of any criticism over the timeframe being 
taken to process subsistence payments.  One aspect of the payment of subsistence in a timely 
manner is dependent on the correct information being set out on the claim.  Claims are validated 
against the appropriate procedure.  In some circumstances where additional information/ origi-
nal receipts is required, this may result in the processing of the payment being delayed until 
the matter is clarified.  Staff of the Department often act in a guidance role providing claimants 
with information regarding what they need to provide in order for a claim to be processed and 
for payment to issue in a timely manner.

28/02/2017WRGGG01000Defence Forces Allowances

28/02/2017WRGGG01100833. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will 
provide a breakdown of duty pay allowances given to Defence Forces personnel to pay for 
rations; and if his Department, or the military authorities, have been made aware of concerns 
regarding the quality of meals provided to Defence Forces personnel. [9624/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG01200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am advised 
by my officials that the Department is not aware of any duty pay allowance given to Defence 
Forces personnel to pay for rations.   

However, I am advised that Security Duty Allowance (SDA) is paid in respect of a wide 
range of security duties on which personnel are detailed to perform outside of normal duty 
hours.  This includes Aid to the Civil Power duties and all duties necessary for security of mili-
tary barracks/installations, including 24 hour and weekend duties. 

Where personnel are rostered for an armed 24 hour security duty, which confines the indi-
vidual inside a barracks/installation for a defined period in order to perform the 24 hour security 
task there is a requirement to ensure that personnel have the necessary calorie level intake over 
the 24 hour.  Therefore Defence Force Personnel are entitled to avail of catering while engaged 
on security duties.   

I am advised that no issues have been officially raised with the Military Authorities with re-
gard to the food quality within 1 Brigade, 2 Brigade, Defence Force Training College or the Na-
val Service.  However, I am advised that the Air Corps Headquarters have confirmed to the De-
partment that a small number of minor local issues have arisen in relation to the food available 
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in Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel, such as menu choice.  However, Air Corps Headquarters 
have confirmed that all available measures are being examined in order to remedy the local is-
sues identified with immediate effect.  I can confirm that the Military Authorities are not aware 
of any issues in relation to the quality of the food sourced and supplied by external suppliers.

28/02/2017WRGGG01300Defence Forces Personnel Data

28/02/2017WRGGG01400834. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Defence Forces personnel whose homes have been repossessed in the past five years; and 
his views on the difficulties faced by military personnel whose poor credit rating and reliance 
on moneylenders can be directly attributed to cuts in pay and entitlements. [9625/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG01500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
does not hold information in relation to the number of Defence Forces personnel whose homes 
have been repossessed in the past five years or hold information in relation to the credit ratings 
of Defence Forces personnel as these would be a private matters between the individual and the 
relevant financial institution.  The Government is however making every effort, within avail-
able resources, to support all those who face hardship. In addition, there are various schemes 
in place through the Department of Social Protection, including Family Income Supplement, 
to support those on low incomes.  The important thing is that, despite the difficult economic 
environment we have witnessed over the last few years, the Government has maintained these 
important safety nets for families who by virtue of their particular circumstances require finan-
cial support. 

In terms of remuneration going forward, the new Public Service Pay Commission (PSPC), 
announced by my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, has been tasked 
with providing objective analysis and advice on the most appropriate pay levels for the public 
service, including the Defence Forces.

28/02/2017WRGGG01600Defence Forces Medicinal Products

28/02/2017WRGGG01700835. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will 
provide details of any reports commissioned by the Government into the anti-malaria drug 
Lariam; and if the findings of these reports will be made public. [9626/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG01800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A Malaria Che-
moprophylaxis Working Group was established in January 2011 and reported in April 2013.  
The Group was re-convened in August 2015. 

The purpose of the Group is to review, inter alia, issues arising in relation to the use of 
Lariam, particularly in the context of the current and potential litigation.  In addition, the Group 
was tasked with reviewing the use of the drug Primaquine as part of the overall medical treat-
ment process for those deployed to malarious areas. 

As with the Group’s original report, the current report is being produced in the context of 
current and potential litigation and is, therefore, legally privileged.  I can confirm that the Group 
is investigating various allegations surrounding the use of Lariam and has obtained advice from 
leading medical experts.

28/02/2017WRGGG01900Defence Forces Personnel Data
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28/02/2017WRGGG02000836. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the way 
his Department is responding to a climate survey that was carried out in 2016 and which showed 
low morale among Defence Forces personnel, whose reduced take-home pay is not enough to 
pay for the significantly increased travelling costs due to relocation following the closure of 
several barracks in recent years. [9627/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG02100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Defence 
Forces Climate Survey was published in 2016, its purpose being to inform consideration of 
the ongoing human resource and strategic needs of the Defence Forces.  The Survey was com-
missioned on foot of a recommendation in the third and most recent Report of the Independent 
Monitoring Group (IMG).  A similar survey was conducted in 2008 and in line with that survey, 
approximately 11% of Defence Forces personnel were sampled on this occasion.

The key findings of the Survey are grouped under topics such as Work Life Balance, Peer 
Support, Organisational Justice (within the Organisation), Procedural Justice, Organisational 
Fairness, Defence Forces Integrity and Supervisory Justice.  The Survey findings clearly point 
to challenges for the Defence Forces, particularly in the areas of leadership, communication, 
organisational culture, the working environment and active management of personal expecta-
tions.  While there are areas of concern raised by the survey which need to be addressed, there 
were also many positive sentiments expressed in relation to the commitment of personnel to 
the values of the Organisation, high levels of work satisfaction, pride in the Organisation and 
positive views on culture and peer support.   

The responses to the issues raised in the Climate Survey resulted in the formulation of an 
Action Plan which is being led by the Chief of Staff and involves engagement by all levels of 
management within the Defence Forces communicating effectively and knowledgeably with 
the personnel working to them.  I have met with the Representative Associations to hear their 
views and concerns in relation to the Report.  It was agreed at that meeting that the Representa-
tive Associations would be fully engaged in the response to the Report and the proposed ac-
tion plan through the IMG Framework where they can put forward their views on appropriate 
responses.   

The initiatives in the Action Plan included the conducting of additional Focus Group Sur-
veys in order to provide further information on conditions within the Defence Forces, the im-
plementation of White Paper projects relating to Human Resource issues, the continuation and 
improvement of Exit Surveys, the improvement of the Defence Forces internal communications 
plan and the adoption of an integrated competency framework.  The conduct of Focus Groups 
will provide for the collection and analysis of qualitative data to complement and further inform 
the quantitative nature of the Climate Survey findings.   

A total of seventy three (73) Focus Groups have recently been conducted throughout the 
Defence Forces.  The Focus Groups were grouped by rank, based on the findings of the Climate 
Survey research and were held at every permanently occupied Post and Barracks in the Defence 
Forces and in UNDOF on the Golan Heights.  A very significant volume of raw data has been 
gathered for analysis.  The University of Limerick (UL) researchers have indicated that Focus 
Group analysis will be provided in Quarter 2/3 2017.

Despite the challenges facing the Organisation, I believe that we now have the structures 
in place to not alone address low morale in the Defence Forces but to deliver a more effective, 
energetic and sustainable Organisation into the future.

28/02/2017WRGGG02200Protected Disclosures
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28/02/2017WRGGG02300837. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when the 
military authorities were first made aware of the health and safety issues at Casement Aero-
drome; the way in which these concerns were communicated to the authorities; if they were 
passed on to him; and the action that was taken in respect of these disclosures. [9628/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG02400838. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his at-
tention has been drawn to other health and safety reports done by or for the Air Corps since the 
1990s, which highlighted breaches of health and safety procedures at Casement Aerodrome; 
and the way in which the recommendations in these reports were actioned. [9629/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG02500840. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the eight 
phases that are being implemented to improve health and safety at Casement Aerodrome. 
[9631/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG02600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 837, 838 and 840 together.

The Deputy will recall that these issues were raised during oral parliamentary questions 
on 15 February 2017.  In my reply, I advised the Deputy that I would make enquiries with the 
military authorities.  I have since written to the Chief of Staff in this regard and, I will revert to 
the Deputy in due course.

28/02/2017WRGGG02700Protected Disclosures

28/02/2017WRGGG02800839. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason, 
when the HSA inspected Casement Aerodrome on 4 February, 5 April and 28 September 2016, 
authorities waited until 21 October 2016 before taking action to implement the HSA’s recom-
mendation. [9630/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG02900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As I outlined 
to the Deputy in my response to his parliamentary question on 15 February 2017, the military 
authorities have advised me that there was no delay in relation to the Air Corps’ response to the 
Health and Safety Authority (HSA) Report.

As recognised in the HSA report of October, 2016, the Air Corps had already commenced 
activities of improvement and were proactive in implementing change before, during and after 
the engagement with the HSA.

Question No. 840 answered with Question No. 837.

28/02/2017WRGGG03100Protected Disclosures

28/02/2017WRGGG03200841. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
it took from November 2015, when his Department first received a protected disclosure relating 
to the Air Corps, until July 2016 to appoint an independent reviewer to examine breaches of 
health and safety at Casement Aerodrome. [9632/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG03300842. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when he 
expects the independent reviewer to complete the report into health and safety at Casement 
Aerodrome; if he will publish the report and all other internal reports to his Department pertain-
ing to this matter; and if he will ensure full public disclosure on this matter. [9633/17]
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28/02/2017WRGGG03400845. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on the concerns of whistleblowers regarding the impartiality of a person (details supplied) who 
was appointed as independent assessor to investigate health. [9636/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG03500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 841, 842 and 845 together.

Three disclosures in respect of health and safety issues in the Air Corps, made under the 
Protected Disclosures Act 2014, were received in November 2015, December 2015 and Janu-
ary 2016.  Certain of the issues raised in the protected disclosures relate to ongoing litigation 
and in that context, legal advice was sought on how best to progress and deal with the material 
received.  In addition, the nature of the issues raised crossed issues of compliance with legisla-
tion, personnel issues and matters relating to technical management.  Therefore, it was impor-
tant to identify an appropriate individual to carry out the review of the allegations contained in 
the disclosures. 

Having regard to the foregoing, a person was appointed to undertake the review at the earli-
est opportunity.  Unfortunately, this individual was not ultimately in a position to carry out the 
review.  I immediately moved to appoint an alternative third party to carry out the independent 
review and I am satisfied with the progress of the review since then and I look forward to re-
ceiving a final report in the near future.  The question of the publication or otherwise of the final 
report will be addressed once I receive same but I can assure the Deputy that any recommenda-
tions contained in the final report will be acted upon to ensure the safety of the men and women 
of the Air Corps.   

I am fully satisfied with regard to the impartiality of the independent person appointed to 
investigate the allegations made in the protected disclosures to which the Deputy refers.

28/02/2017WRGGG03600Air Corps

28/02/2017WRGGG03700843. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the find-
ings of the 2013 review into the safety management system at Casement Aerodrome; and if he 
will publish the recommendations of the review and the way in which the recommendations 
were implemented. [9634/17]

28/02/2017WRGGG03800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In August 2013, 
the Air Corps commissioned a review of its Safety Management System.  A report entitled 
“Irish Air Corps Safety Management Review” was completed in November 2013 and it con-
tained a number of recommendations.  The following table indicates those recommendations 
which have been completed or are in the progress of being completed. 

Recommendations Status 
The GOC sets-up an annual Risk Assess-
ment Review Board to re-examine all 
records of risk acceptance to assess the 
validity of the risk assessment and mitigat-
ing measures. The Risk Assessment Review 
Board shall be chaired by the GOC or a 
suitable delegate. 

Completed 
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Recommendations Status 
The GOC revises policies related to risk 
acceptance within the Irish Air Corps so 
proper risk mitigation be documented as 
appropriate and residual risk accepted at an 
equivalent level. 

Completed 

The GOC indicates in Operations Orders 
the risk index assigned to the operation/ex-
ercise. If the risk is assessed as being above 
Acceptable Level of Safety Performance 
then the Operations Orders shall indicate 
the mitigating measures in force and stipu-
late by name, rank and position the officer 
who is accepting the risk during the exer-
cise/operation. 

Completed 

The GOC ensures safety specialists re-
ceive appropriate training in SMS related 
to safety programs, standards and safety 
expectations. 

Completed 

The GOC with the Internal Safety Manage-
ment System Officer develops and endorses 
an organisational policy outlining in simple 
terms the duty of employees to report 
mandatory and near-miss events through 
the guiding principles of ‘Just Culture’. The 
policy should articulate what are reportable 
safety occurrences, the obligation to report 
and the implications of not reporting. 

Completed 

The GOC stresses and develops policies 
outlining the obligation of personnel to-
wards safety reporting, stressing the person-
al obligation to report near misses and the 
liabilities associated with failing to do so. 

Completed 

The GOC mandates the Internal Safety 
Management System Officer to organ-
ise one major Emergency Response Plan 
exercise per year, alternating between a 
command post exercise and a realistic 
simulation testing the full capabilities of the 
Emergency Response Plan. 

Completed 

The GOC promulgates the Irish Air Corps 
Emergency Response Plan and ensures the 
plan is reviewed periodically. 

Completed 

The GOC liaises with Department of De-
fence to put in place common procedures 
for the documentation of hazards and man-
agement of risks. 

Completed 
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Recommendations Status 
The GOC revises the Sortie Risk Assess-
ment Form to ensure appropriate hazard 
identification and risk quantification before 
each sortie and that sortie risk be accepted 
by an appropriate command authority if risk 
is above Acceptable Level of Safety Perfor-
mance. 

Completed 

The GOC reviews SRAFs for suitability 
and puts in place processes for the proper 
transfer of accountability 

Completed 

The ISMSO, or in his/her absence, the Air 
Corps Flight Safety Officer should conduct 
a random review of High Risk Sortie Risk 
Assessment Forms to ensure standardisation 
between units and enhancement of pro-
cesses. 

Completed 

The GOC consolidates Quality Assurance 
audits to minimise impact on units and 
centralise the follow-up on corrective mea-
sures. 

Completed 

The GOC or appointed senior officer act-
ing on his behalf oversees an IAC safety 
committee responsible to review safety 
policies, safety actions, safety concerns and 
standards within the Corps. The committee 
should also monitor other activities having 
an impact on safety like risk assessments, 
intelligence, and future flight data follow-
ing, and Flight Data Monitoring programs 
etc. 

Completed 

The GOC conducts a thorough risk assess-
ment of strategic threats and implements 
suitable mitigating measures. 

Completed 

The GOC takes steps to qualify a cadre of 
personnel in risk assessment and put to-
gether a program to familiarise personnel 
with risk assessments. The training shall 
be widespread in the Corps to include Unit 
Flight Safety Officers, authorisers, unit 
commanders and key members of the Se-
nior Management Team. 

In Progress 

The GOC puts in place a communication 
strategy to create a positive safety climate 
and inform personnel on strategic plans to 
counter threats to the Irish Air Corps. 

In Progress 
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Recommendations Status 
The GOC designates on an interim basis 
suitable facilities that will be used as Corps 
HQ for the control of a complex emergency 
situation and considers the creation of a 
suitable permanent facility 

In Progress 

The report also contained additional recommendations which are being considered in the 
context of a wider project to set out options for an Air Safety System within the Defence Or-
ganisation.  A joint civil/military working group has been tasked with responsibility for this and 
a project plan has been developed and is currently being progressed.  Those recommendations 
are set out in the following table.  

Additional Recommendations
The GOC in consultation with the Air Corps Flight Safety Officer instigates a program of 
safety communications to enhance organisational safety knowledge, understanding and 
feedback using ‘Just Culture’ as primary building block 
The GOC develops processes for the conduct of independent safety investigations involv-
ing key personnel within a unit/wing/Corps for events where the reputation of the Irish Air 
Corps Safety Program could be affected if the investigation was conducted internally 
The GOC puts in place processes to audit the Corps Headquarters functions. 
The GOC seeks legal expertise to assess regulatory obligations of implementing an Irish 
Air Corps Safety Management System. 
The GOC formally puts in place an Irish Air Corps Safety Management System by ap-
pointing an Internal Safety Management System Officer who would facilitate on his 
behalf a common and standardised Safety Management System Program. This Internal 
Safety Management System Officer should not hold other positions or responsibilities that 
may conflict or impair his/her independent role as Safety Manager. 
The GOC reviews the control processes related to executive decisions made on safety 
recommendations, tracking to completion and analysis of their effectiveness of preventive 
measures. 
The GOC articulates clearly the responsibilities of the different safety programs and the 
associated safety officers. 
The GOC engages in a process with the Department of Defence and Military Police for 
the production and enforcement of a Military Aviation Protocol for dealing with safety oc-
currences involving human error. The guiding principles of ‘Just Culture’ shall offer pro-
tection against prosecution for self-reporters whilst also enabling prosecution of personnel 
where wilful acts are committed. 
The GOC considers the creation of a liaison cell in the Department of Defence Headquar-
ters to ensure proper alignment of policies, doctrine, operations, personnel and safety. The 
cell to be effective shall be manned by a promising senior officer of the Irish Air Corps 
with an equivalent staff capable of representing the views of the GOC and the Irish Air 
Corps to the Higher Headquarters.  

28/02/2017WRGGG03900Defence Forces Personnel

28/02/2017WRGGG04000844. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his at-
tention has been drawn to other branches of the Defence Forces reviewing their risk assessment 
protocols for personnel handling hazardous materials, in view of the seriousness of health and 
safety standards at Casement Aerodrome. [9635/17]



28 February 2017

513

28/02/2017WRGGG04100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I recently wrote 
to the Chief of Staff in relation to the issue of health and safety in the Air Corps wherein I 
requested an appraisal on this issue in so far as the wider Defence Forces organisation is con-
cerned.

Question No. 845 answered with Question No. 841.

28/02/2017WRHHH00100Defence Forces Deployment

28/02/2017WRHHH00200846. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 68 of 15 February 2017, the reason the deployments were so high 
in April and October 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9651/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH00300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Department 
of Justice and Equality and An Garda Síochána have primary responsibility for the internal 
security of the State.  Among the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on 
Defence is the provision of Aid to the Civil Power which, in practice, means to assist An Garda 
Síochána when requested to do so.  On each occasion that the support of the Defence Forces 
is required, An Garda Síochána issues a form C70 to the Defence Forces to request their assis-
tance.  Since 5 February 2003, the Gardaí have requested support from the Defence Forces at 
Shannon Airport on occasion.  An increase in the number of Defence Forces deployments may 
occur for two reasons.  Firstly, an increase in the number of requests from An Garda Síochána 
and secondly, the length of time an aircraft is on the ground.  As a deployment is a 12 hour shift, 
a single aircraft on the ground for an extended period, perhaps overnight, would involve more 
than one deployment of troops per request.   

During the month of April 2016 the Defence Forces received 26 requests from An Garda 
Síochána and this involved 47 deployments.  Similarly, the Defence Forces received 25 re-
quests in October 2016 and this involved 46 deployments.

28/02/2017WRHHH00400Freedom of Information Data

28/02/2017WRHHH00500847. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the legal 
fees incurred on freedom of information requests received by his Department; the staff hours 
involved in the processing of FOI requests for the past three years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9675/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH00600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has not incurred any legal fees on FOI requests received in the past three years.  Processing of 
FOI requests is part of the usual duties of officials and the time spent on these requests is not 
monitored separately.  In cases where search and retrieval time was more than 5 hours, fees are 
charged and the number of cases where this occurred is set out in the following table:

Year Number of FOI Requests for 
Department of Defence 

Number of FOI Requests 
where fees were charged 

2016 108 3 
2015 91 Nil 
2014 27 1 

28/02/2017WRHHH00700Air Corps
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28/02/2017WRHHH00800848. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his 
attention has been drawn to pending litigation by former Scottish RAF servicemen who are 
launching a multimillion pound legal case on behalf of air crew who have suffered serious ill-
nesses and death as a result of exposure to hazardous chemicals when working on Scottish air 
bases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9695/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH00900849. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on claims the British Ministry of Defence have failed to take responsibility for the serious ill-
nesses and deaths of 26 former servicemen who were regularly exposed to toxic substances at 
Scottish air bases; and his further views on the fact there are striking similarities between those 
cases and the situation which has allegedly occurred at Casement Aerodrome in respect of Air 
Corps personnel. [9696/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 848 and 849 together.

It would not be appropriate for me to comment on any matters that may be the subject of 
litigation in another jurisdiction.

28/02/2017WRHHH01100White Paper on Defence

28/02/2017WRHHH01200850. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the prog-
ress that has been made to date on policy initiatives involving both civil and military defence 
personnel in order to support the comprehensive approach to crisis management, post-conflict 
stabilisation and security sector reform as set out in the 2015 White Paper on Defence. [9776/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the implementation of specific actions provided for on foot of the publication of 
the recent White Paper on Defence will be carried out on a phased basis over a ten year period.  
One project provides that the Defence Organisation will develop both civil and military capa-
bilities and capacity across the full spectrum of activity, including defence policy and admin-
istration, so as to support the comprehensive approach to crisis management, post conflict sta-
bilisation and Security Sector Reform.  It will also develop, in concert with partners and other 
like-minded states, joint initiatives to this end.  Implementation on a phased basis is necessary 
in order to reflect Programme for Partnership Government and Strategy Statement commit-
ments, the related nature of some projects and resourcing implications.  Accordingly, this action 
will be programmed in due course and in complementarity with related actions.

28/02/2017WRHHH01400White Paper on Defence

28/02/2017WRHHH01500851. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the prog-
ress on the review into Ireland’s declared contribution to UNSAS and the EU Headline Goal in 
view of the changing security environment and the ongoing modernisation and transformation 
of the Defence Forces’ capabilities; and the details of the contents of the review. [9777/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Paper 
on Defence contains a commitment to carry out a review of Ireland’s declared contribution to 
UNSAS and the EU Headline Goal in light of the changing security environment and the ongo-
ing modernisation and transformation of Defence Forces’ capabilities.  This review is scheduled 
to commence by mid 2017 and will take approximately 12 months to complete.  The specific 
actions contained in the White Paper will be carried out on a phased basis over a ten year period. 
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Implementation on a phased basis is necessary in order to reflect Programme for Partnership 
Government and Strategy Statement commitments, the related nature of some projects and re-
sourcing implications.  This process is being kept under review and will be subject to change as 
issues arise and other business dictates.     

Progress on implementation of the White Paper actions will be reported on as part of the 
Annual Report and be comprehended within the development of the planned fixed cycle of 
defence reviews.

28/02/2017WRHHH01700Defence Forces Operations

28/02/2017WRHHH01800852. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the coun-
tries his Department has co-operated with over the past five years when developing and main-
taining military capabilities required for peace support and crisis management operations, pool-
ing and sharing opportunities to deliver additional capability and capacity for Defence Forces’ 
operations and joint training and planning in order to deliver the requisite combined military 
capabilities for crisis management operations. [9778/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH01900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Ireland has par-
ticipated in the European Defence Agency since its establishment in 2004 for the purpose of 
developing capabilities which would assist our Defence Forces in their peacekeeping role.

Ireland’s participation in specific capability development projects undertaken by the Agen-
cy is considered on a case-by-case basis, and is subject to Government and Dáil approval, in 
accordance with the Defence (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.  Ireland has benefitted to 
date from participation in a number of EDA projects which include:

- A project, (now completed) in relation to Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear 
(CBRN) Protection.  This is a key capability area for the Defence Forces.  Participation in this 
programme and access to the results of the research, studies and development work packages 
undertaken by the programme enables the Defence Forces to remain at the leading edge of 
capability development in this key area.  The countries that Ireland collaborated with on this 
project were Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

- A project (now completed) in relation to Maritime Surveillance (EDA MARSUR).  This 
programme furthered developed the Recognised Maritime Picture (RMP) exchange network 
technology that allows for the sharing of information amongst the wider EU defence com-
munity in support of the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy and the EU Commission 
initiative to establish a Common Information Sharing Environment.  The countries that Ireland 
collaborated with on this project were Belgium, Cyprus, Germany, Greece, Spain, Finland, 
France, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and United Kingdom.  Ireland is participating in a 
follow on “MARSUR” project Ireland’s designed to provide ongoing life cycle support for the 
existing MARSUR capability through provision of adaptive maintenance, enhancement and 
technical support.  This project, which commenced in November 2016, will run for three years.  
The countries that Ireland will be collaborating with on this Category B project are the same as 
for MARSUR with the addition of Portugal.

- A project relating to training in Manual Neutralisation Techniques was set up in 2014.  
Manual Neutralisation is a method used by Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) and Impro-
vised Explosive Device Disposal (IEDD) Operators where complex explosive devices have to 
be neutralised manually and where it is not possible to use remote or semi remote techniques 
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such as robots to render the device safe.  The project will run for four (4) years.  The countries 
that Ireland is collaborating with on this project are Austria, Germany, Italy and Sweden.

- Also since November, 2016, Ireland has participated in a project in relation to Coopera-
tion on Cyber Ranges in the European Union.  This projects aim to maintain and improve cyber 
resilience as well as the levels of awareness, insight and expertise of Member States’ personnel 
in the area of cyber security and defence.  The countries that Ireland will be collaborating with 
on this project are Austria, Belgium, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Latvia, Netherlands, 
Portugal and Sweden.

Opportunities will continue to be identified to expand Ireland’s participation in multi-na-
tional capability development projects within the framework of the EDA in support of Defence 
Forces’ operations, capacity and capability.

Ireland’s cooperation with NATO is conducted through the Partnership for Peace (PfP) 
which we joined in 1999 following approval by Dáil Éireann.  Ireland’s purpose in participat-
ing in the PfP is to improve Defence Forces capabilities and to ensure that our Defence Forces 
are interoperable with the forces of other States engaged in UN mandated crisis management 
operations. Participation in PfP provides us with opportunities to avail of joint training with 
other countries and to access courses provided by the NATO schools.

Ireland has also signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the United Kingdom 
Ministry of Defence which provides a framework for developing and furthering bilateral co-
operation and relations between the Department of Defence and the UK Ministry of Defence.  
The MoU takes into account matters such as military forces training; exercises and military 
education; exchange of views on EU Common Security and Defence Policy; potential for joint 
contributions to UN Crisis Management Operations; joint procurement initiatives; pooling and 
sharing resources; general sharing on reform in defence services; potential for staff exchanges; 
sharing of information, and joint contribution to Security Sector Reform and capacity building 
in crisis locations.  It envisages cooperation and exchanges involving both civil and military 
personnel.  The MoU provides opportunities for more joint and collaborative work in support of 
international peace and security.  It will also enhance the potential for further joint contributions 
to UN peacekeeping operations.

It is paramount that the Irish Defence Forces are equipped to carry out their roles at home 
and overseas.  Therefore, there has to be particular focus on developing capabilities, exploring 
pooling and sharing opportunities and undertaking joint training with other countries.

28/02/2017WRHHH02000Living Wage

28/02/2017WRHHH02100853. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cost of imple-
menting a living wage of €11.50 per hour for all employees directly employed by his Depart-
ment and in agencies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10097/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Defence Or-
ganisation includes civil servants, military personnel and civilian employees attached to mili-
tary installations. 

The annual cost, including Employer’s PRSI, of implementing a living wage of €11.50 per 
hour in respect of Civil Service Staff and Civilian Employees employed by my Department is 
estimated at €108,278.  The costs in relation to Civilians do not include those employees who 
are undergoing apprenticeship training.   
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The pay structures and conditions of service of members of the Permanent Defence Force 
contain professional and technical remuneration elements in addition to allowances in the na-
ture of pay which reflect the unique aspects of military life both at home and abroad.  As such, 
the non-standard time and attendance patterns of military personnel and the rates of remunera-
tion associated with a wide spectrum of duties undertaken by such military personnel can vary 
across the different branches of the Defence Forces and, consequently, does not facilitate the 
general application of a threshold rate of pay.

28/02/2017WRHHH02300Defence Forces Medicinal Products

28/02/2017WRHHH02400854. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the countries in sub-
Saharan Africa the Permanent Defence Forces have served in since 2001 for which the WHO 
recommend terminal prophylaxis to kill the hypnozoite phase of malaria parasite; and the drugs 
it recommends. [10191/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH02500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Defence 
Forces have served in the following countries in sub Saharan Africa since 2001:    

Mali - EUTM MALI   

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) - MONUSCO/EUFOR RD   

Ivory Coast - ONUCI/MINUCI   

Sudan - UNMAS/AMIS   

Chad - EUFOR Chad/MINURCAT   

Eritrea - UNMEE   

Somalia - EUTM Somalia   

Liberia – UNMIL   

Sierra Leone 

The WHO states in its Global Technical Strategy for Malaria 2016 - 2030 that P vivax   hyp-
nozoites can only be eliminated through a 14-day course of primaquine.

28/02/2017WRHHH02600Defence Forces Retirements

28/02/2017WRHHH02700855. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
proceed to force the retirement of all privates and corporals serving in the Defence Forces who 
joined post-1994, once they reach 21 years service; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10448/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH02800856. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on whether the potential forced retirement of relatively young post-1994 recruited privates 
and corporals who have served 21 years, while sergeants and senior officers are permitted to 
continue, is discrimination; if a cost-benefit assessment has been done on the loss of expertise 
from those members who may be potentially forced to retire; if he will engage in meaningful 
negotiations with PDFORRA with a view to abandoning the planned discriminatory practice of 
forced retirements of young persons with young families to support, following just 21 years of 
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service to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10449/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH02900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 855 and 856 together.

As the Deputy will be aware military life places unique demands on individuals and it is 
necessary that its members be physically and mentally prepared to meet the challenges of all 
military operations and to undertake their duties on deployment overseas.  To this end, it is vital 
the age and health profile of personnel be such as to ensure that operational capability and ef-
fectiveness are not compromised in any way.  A claim was received from Permanent Defence 
Force Other Ranks Representative Association (PDFORRA), for a further review of the terms 
of service applying to personnel enlisting in the Permanent Defence Force after 1 January 1994, 
as the first effects of this agreement, whereby Privates and Corporals may not serve beyond 21 
years, would be felt by the Permanent Defence Force members in those ranks in 2015. 

As it was not possible to reach full agreement in this matter, an adjudication hearing took 
place on 30 January 2015.  The findings of the Adjudicator’s report were noted and the report 
was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 4 March 2015.  The contents of the report have 
been accepted by PDFORRA and the Department. 

My officials are examining the necessary measures to implement the Adjudicators findings.

28/02/2017WRHHH03000Tribunals of Inquiry Data

28/02/2017WRHHH03100857. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the tribunals 
established under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2011, in tabular form; the 
number of days each tribunal sat for; the gross cost of each tribunal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10768/17]

28/02/2017WRHHH03200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has not established or operated any Tribunal of Inquiry under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evi-
dence) Acts 1921 to 2011.


