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      Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 10 to 39, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 40 to 46, inclusive, answered orally.

14/02/2017WRA00600Child Care Services Staff

14/02/2017WRA0070047. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
her attention has been drawn to the difficulties being experienced by the operators of private 
creche facilities in recruiting and retaining staff; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6714/17]

14/02/2017WRA00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am very much 
aware of the difficulties being reported regarding the recruitment and retention of early years 
staff.  The matter has been discussed at the Early Years Forum which I chair, and in other fora 
with my Department.

We are working with the Department of Education and Skills to develop a new Early Years 
workforce plan.  This will examine workforce supply issues.

I am also aware that pay and conditions of staff is a significant barrier to retaining staff in 
the sector.  Whilst my Department is not an employer of childcare workers, we are a signifi-
cant funder.  I am committed to the development of high quality services in this country and 
it has been proven that high quality care is dependent on a workforce that feels valued.  My 
Department is working with the sector to explore how we can improve retention rates.  The 
Programme for Government contains 14 commitments to improving access to high quality, af-
fordable childcare.  The Affordable Childcare Scheme I am introducing this year will provide 
an important infrastructure for future investment in the Early Years sector.

It is clear that we need to focus collaboratively on how best to make the early years sector as 
attractive and personally rewarding place in which to work.  I think that pay is only one issue, 
although, clearly an important one.  The fact that we are investing considerably increased re-
sources in the sector will also be important.  In Budget 2017 I secured a 35% increase in child-
care funding, up by €120m to €466m.  This was on top of a 35% increase in Budget 2016 also.

These increases reflect the emphasis I am placing on developing a quality service with ap-
propriately supported staff.  In this regard, the City & County Childcare Committees are assist-
ing services who experience difficulties in recruiting or retaining staff, and the Learner Funds 
are in place to support staff in achieving minimum qualification requirements, both regulatory 
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and contractual.

Childcare workers are part of a growing sector, which the Government is strongly support-
ing.  I believe that by working together we can ensure that it is a viable and strong sector which 
makes a significant contribution to the care and personal development of our children.

  Questions Nos. 48 to 52, inclusive, answered orally.

14/02/2017WRA01000Youth Services Funding

14/02/2017WRA0110053. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
the cuts in funding that many organisations in the youth services sector have experienced since 
2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6754/17]

14/02/2017WRA01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am pleased to 
confirm that I have allocated an extra €5.5m in current funding to support the provision of youth 
services in 2017.  This will bring the total youth funding by my Department to €57.4m, an in-
crease of 10% over last year’s allocation.  The additional funding will be used for programmes 
that target disadvantaged young people and to assist national youth organisations in their work 
to support local voluntary youth services. 

My Department administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the 
provision of youth services to young people throughout the country including those from disad-
vantaged communities.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision 
to some 380,000 young people.  They involve approximately 1,400 youth work staff in 477 
projects and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout 
the country.  

I acknowledge, and very much regret, the cuts that were made to youth funding in earlier 
years.

My Department, along with all government departments, was required to deliver substantial 
savings on all funding programmes in line with the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 
2012 – 2014.  My Department sought to ensure that front line youth services, particularly those 
for the most vulnerable young people, were protected as far as is possible from the impact of 
any necessary reductions in funding.  

I am pleased that we have turned the tide of these cuts now, with a 10% increase this year 
over 2016.  My Department has carried out a Value for Money and Policy Review of a number 
of schemes supporting youth services.  The review involved an in-depth scrutiny of the impact 
youth service provision has on young people’s lives and made a number of recommendations 
for the future operation of the youth schemes and their development in the years ahead. 

I want to streamline the various funding schemes for youth services so that we maximise 
their benefit and target money to best effect.  I have prioritised the work on developing a new 
integrated funding scheme as recommended by the Value for Money and Policy Review.  Con-
sultations with youth services are continuing with a view to introducing the new youth funding 
programme in line with the Value for Money and Policy Review of Youth Programmes in a 
planned way.   

Finally, I am committed to continuing to seek additional support for youth services in Bud-
get 2018 and beyond.
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14/02/2017WRA01300Child and Family Agency Services

14/02/2017WRA0140054. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps that 
can be taken to increase resources to the Tusla specialist team for separated children. [7020/17]

14/02/2017WRA01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am very con-
scious of the need for additional resources for the Separated Children Seeking Asylum team 
in Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to allow us to respond to the current crisis facing all 
of us in Europe.  I saw this for myself when I met with Greek ministers and with vulnerable 
families being assisted by our efforts in Greece under the Irish Refugee Programme.  I want to 
acknowledge the work of the Tanaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality and the support of 
our Cabinet colleagues in pushing forward the work of the Irish Refugee Protection Programme 
and the Dail resolution on Calais .  

I have asked Tusla to expand the Separated Children’s team to progress the Dail resolution 
on unaccompanied minors who were previously in unofficial camps near Calais.  Tusla is put-
ting in place a project office and increasing the number of staff on this team.  The additional 
staff will include a senior social work practitioner, social workers and social care staff.  I un-
derstand that Tusla is examining how best to manage the required psychological support for the 
young people, including the recruitment of a psychologist into the team.  I have been assured 
that residential accommodation being sourced will be homely in nature and in line with national 
standards.  

I have committed to making sure that this service is properly resourced, and that the high 
standard of the current service continues.  Estimates of the cost involved will be kept under 
review as the situation evolves.  For example, the range of therapeutic and legal supports to be 
provided will only become clear once the young people have arrived and been assessed.  I am 
closely monitoring the emerging situation and am determined to ensure this humanitarian effort 
will be successful.

14/02/2017WRA01600Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

14/02/2017WRA0170055. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the additional 
matters that are delaying the publication of the second interim report of the Commission of 
Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes. [7021/17]

14/02/2017WRA0180066. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the second interim report of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes will 
be published; when the final report will be published; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6804/17]

14/02/2017WRA01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 55 and 66 together.

As I have previously outlined to the House, it is my intention to publish the Second Interim 
Report of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes in conjunction with 
the Government’s response to the Report.

Given the broad scope of the Commission’s work a number of issues in the Report extend 
beyond the remit of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  Therefore, it has been nec-
essary for me to consult with Cabinet colleagues and the Attorney General on these matters.  I 
also needed to seek additional information from the Commission to assist in these deliberations 
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and I am due to meet with the Commission again this month. 

I do acknowledge that this process has taken longer than I initially envisaged and I am sensi-
tive to the expectations of former residents and their advocates in this regard.  For this reason, 
I also want to assure the Deputies that the Government’s consideration of this Interim Report is 
not affecting progress of the Commission’s investigations.  The Commission is continuing its 
comprehensive investigations with a view to completing its final report by 17 February 2018 in 
accordance the three year time-frame provided in its terms of reference.  The Commission will 
also complete its Social History Report and Confidential Committee Report by this date.

I will ensure that arrangements are made to inform representative groups of developments 
on the Report before making any public announcement.  I hope to conclude matters as quickly 
as possible.

14/02/2017WRA02000Child Care Services Funding

14/02/2017WRA0210056. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on the fact that the single affordable child care scheme will not take rent or mortgage payments 
into consideration when calculating parents’ level of subsidisation; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6752/17]

14/02/2017WRA02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have given 
considerable thought to the question of taking rent or mortgage payments into account when 
calculating the subsidy under the new scheme.  In doing so, I was conscious that excluding 
housing costs is fairer for families with the same income but different housing choices. 

Allowing the deductibility of housing costs would, in effect, mean that the Affordable Child-
care Scheme would part-subsidise families’ housing choices.  For example, we may consider 
two families that have the same income level, but one family has chosen to live in a larger or 
more expensive house.  If housing costs were deductible from the income-assessment for the 
Affordable Childcare Scheme, then the family that chose to live in a larger house would receive 
a larger childcare subsidy, and would do so solely because of how that family had chosen to 
spend its income.  The Affordable Childcare Scheme would thus provide additional financial 
support to families who choose larger or more expensive housing options.  If we were to allow 
for the deduction of housing costs, this allowance would generally benefit higher-income earn-
ers more, which would run counter to the intention of the Scheme to target supports primarily 
at those with the lowest incomes. 

Eligibility for the Affordable Childcare Scheme (ACS) is based on net parental income, 
and the highest levels of support will be offered to those on the lowest incomes.  ACS is fairer 
and more accessible than the current targeted childcare programmes, under which many low-
income families are not currently able to access subsidised childcare because of the requirement 
to be in receipt of certain State benefits or attending certain training programmes.  ACS will 
also enhance affordability, offering greater levels of support overall to low income families than 
the current targeted childcare programmes.  For example, parents on the lowest incomes, who 
previously received a subsidy of €95 per week, may now receive a subsidy of between €150 
and €205 per week, depending on the age of the child.  The amount payable by a parent in such 
a case will – in an average childcare service – fall from €72 per week at present to between €0 
and €17 per week under ACS, again depending on the age of the child.

While I acknowledge the financial burden of housing costs for many families with children, 
ACS aims to target subsidies on the basis of an equitable assessment of the total income coming 



14 February 2017

143

into a family.  Housing costs are not considered.  As I have already outlined, this approach to 
assessing means is very much in line with most means-assessment Government schemes cur-
rently in operation.

I believe that this is the right way forward.  We will no doubt debate this and many other mat-
ters when the House considers the forthcoming legislation on the Affordable Childcare Scheme.

14/02/2017WRA02300Child Care Services Provision

14/02/2017WRA0240057. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the further sup-
ports she will introduce to support community child care providers’ work towards sustainability 
following the changes whereby the community employment workers have been removed from 
the staffing ratio. [7049/17]

14/02/2017WRA02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I recently an-
nounced that €1m of additional funding will be made available to childcare providers who have 
been facilitating the training of Community Employment (CE) scheme workers, to ensure that 
regulatory changes do not impact on service delivery or the availability of childcare places. 

In preparation for the implementation of the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) 
Regulations 2016, Childcare Committees Ireland were commissioned by my Department to 
investigate the impact of new childcare regulations on community childcare providers.

This research indicated that the vast majority of services would not face financial hardship 
as a result of changes required under the regulations.  However this did find that some services 
had come to rely on Community Employment scheme workers, and I determined that these ser-
vices should be provided additional funding to enable them to recruit and retain qualified staff 
to work alongside their CE scheme participants. 

As a result, I have made available up to €2,000 for services to assist with the recruitment 
process or to provide expert support in HR management, with additional money being provided 
to each service after analysis of their individual financial situation, to ensure that they can fully 
meet the cost of these staff.  No service will be forced to close. 

Delivering high quality, accessible and affordable childcare is my key goal, and this fund-
ing will ensure that every child will be cared for by a qualified professional, and that services 
can sustain existing levels of provision, while they prepare for the new Affordable Childcare 
Scheme.  Services are also providing more ECCE places than ever before, and I am confident 
that over 125,000 children will be receiving free pre-school care and education this summer. 

All Community Childcare services around the country were afforded an opportunity to en-
gage with this project during 2016, and detailed analysis has been completed.  As some services 
clearly needed additional funding to maintain service levels, this money has now been allocated 
from the provision made for Sustainability Funding in Budget 2017, and will be available for 
drawdown from next week, with Pobal making payments on behalf of the local Childcare Com-
mittee.

14/02/2017WRA02600Homeless Persons Supports

14/02/2017WRA0270058. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans with the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government to monitor 
and protect the well-being of children experiencing homelessness; and if she will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [6740/17]

14/02/2017WRA02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As part of a 
whole-Government approach to homelessness, with input across different departments, I am 
also committed to helping children and families by supporting implementation of Rebuilding 
Ireland: the Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.  While the concerted efforts and ac-
tions outlined in the Action Plan will result in families moving on from hotels more quickly, my 
Department, together with Tusla, is working to support parents and children in order to mini-
mise, as much as possible, the impacts of living in emergency accommodation. 

My Department has policy responsibility for children under 18 who present as ‘out of home’ 
without their parent(s) or guardian(s) and any child welfare and protection concerns that may 
arise in the context of the Child Care Act 1991.  Children under 16 who present as out of home 
to emergency services are taken into care.  Children aged 16 and 17 may be taken into care, or 
provided with a service under section 5 of the Child Care Act 1991 (accommodation for home-
less children). 

A child, irrespective of accommodation status, who comes to the attention of Tusla will, 
where the appropriate threshold has been reached, have an assessment carried out by a social 
worker.  Where Tusla has concerns regarding the welfare and development of a child, due to 
parenting difficulties or adverse environmental factors, they will provide family supports to 
assist the family and child.  Ongoing monitoring will form part of the response by Tusla where 
it is required.  In addition, referrals to other services e.g. mental health services, will be made 
where appropriate.

My Department understands that enhanced National Quality Standards for Homeless Ser-
vices are currently being developed by the Dublin Region Homeless Executive on behalf of all 
local authorities.  A national advisory group has been in place since 2014 with representation 
from non-governmental homelessness service providers, the Health Service Executive, Tusla 
and others, as well as the housing authorities.  Draft standards were piloted in services in four of 
the nine homeless regions during 2016 and it is expected that they will be implemented nation-
ally in the first half of this year.  This will, over time, enhance the quality of homeless service 
provision.

14/02/2017WRA02900Unaccompanied Minors and Separated Children

14/02/2017WRA0300059. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ser-
vices her Department will be making available to unaccompanied minors arriving here; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [2574/17]

14/02/2017WRA03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am very con-
scious of the need for additional resources for the Separated Children Seeking Asylum team 
in Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to allow us to respond to the current crisis facing all 
of us in Europe.  I saw this for myself when I met with Greek ministers and with vulnerable 
families being assisted by our efforts in Greece under the Irish Refugee Programme.  I want to 
acknowledge the work of the Tanaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality and the support of 
our Cabinet colleagues in pushing forward the work of the Irish Refugee Protection Programme 
and the Dail resolution on Calais .  

I have asked Tusla to expand the Separated Children’s team to progress the Dail resolution 
on unaccompanied minors who were previously in unofficial camps near Calais.  Tusla is put-
ting in place a project office and increasing the number of staff on this team.  The additional 
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staff will include a senior social work practitioner, social workers and social care staff.  I un-
derstand that Tusla is examining how best to manage the required psychological support for the 
young people, including the recruitment of a psychologist into the team.  I have been assured 
that residential accommodation being sourced will be homely in nature and in line with national 
standards.  

I have committed to making sure that this service is properly resourced, and that the high 
standard of the current service continues.  The estimates of the cost involved will be kept under 
review as the situation evolves.  For example, the range of therapeutic and legal supports to be 
provided will only become clear once the young people have arrived and been assessed.  I am 
closely monitoring the emerging situation and am determined to ensure this humanitarian effort 
will be successful.

14/02/2017WRA03200Child Care Services Provision

14/02/2017WRA0330060. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the afford-
able child care scheme will be available to parents from September 2017 through an online 
information technology system; the supports being developed for parents with the application 
to ensure that the support is not requested from the already over-burdened early years practitio-
ners; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7022/17]

14/02/2017WRA03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I acknowledge 
the concern of both parents and childcare providers who are understandably anxious to receive 
further information about the roll-out of the Affordable Childcare Scheme.  The Scheme is be-
ing introduced to an ambitious timeframe, and my officials are working hard to ensure that all 
necessary steps are taken to introduce the Scheme on time. 

The Affordable Childcare Scheme will commence in September 2017.  The timeframe is 
ambitious, and it is possible that there may not be a fully automated system by then.  However, 
officials from my Department and staff of Pobal are working intensively to make sure an initial 
IT system is in operation by September.  

This system is being designed so as to minimise the administrative burden on both parents 
and childcare providers.  Full information on the Scheme will be made available well in ad-
vance of September, and a range of supports will be provided to help both parents and childcare 
providers manage the transition to the new Scheme.

14/02/2017WRA03500Youth Services Provision

14/02/2017WRA0360061. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to support the youth services sector and acknowledge the work being carried out by or-
ganisations within the community; her further plans to increase funding through the youth ser-
vices grant scheme in line with predicted population increases of 13% in the age group between 
18 to 25 year olds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6757/17]

14/02/2017WRA03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 
young people and involve approximately 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 
volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 2016, 
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funding of €51m was provided to my Department for these schemes. 

These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme under which funding is made avail-
able on an annual basis to thirty national and major regional youth organisations amounting to 
€10.15m.  This funding is intended to ensure the emergence, promotion, growth and develop-
ment of youth organisations with distinctive philosophies and programmes aimed at the social 
education of young people. 

Budget 2017 provided an additional €5.5m in current funding to my Department to support 
the provision of youth services.  This will bring the total youth funding in 2017 to €57.4m.  This 
additional funding will be used, inter alia, to assist national youth organisations in their work 
to support local voluntary youth services.  My Department has commenced the process with 
national organisations to identify service development needs for 2017 and to agree their 2017 
allocations. 

Budget 2017 also provided €2.6m to my Department for a capital funding scheme for youth 
projects and services.  Work on the development of a new capital funding scheme for 2017 is 
underway and I hope to announce details of this new capital scheme in the coming months.

14/02/2017WRA03800Youth Services Provision

14/02/2017WRA0390062. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of discussions between her Department and the Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training 
Board on the appointment of a dedicated youth officer for County Kildare; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [7025/17]

14/02/2017WRA04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am pleased 
to inform the Deputy that Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board has requested 
funding from my Department for the provision of a full time youth officer for County Kildare.  
My Department is engaging with the ETB in this regard and I hope to be in a position to make a 
determination on this request in the coming weeks.  In the interim, the ETB has a Youth Officer 
who is very active in both counties.

14/02/2017WRA04100Children and Family Services Provision

14/02/2017WRA0420063. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the details of 
any study and research undertaken by her Department in association with the Department of 
Justice and Equality regarding the damage to children affected by parental imprisonment and 
the way in which it could be addressed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7041/17]

14/02/2017WRA04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has not engaged in any specific study related to potential damage to children affected by paren-
tal imprisonment. 

However, I note, my colleague the Tánaiste Deputy Fitzgerald has been advised by the Irish 
Prison Service of the Department of Justice and Equality, that following publication of the Irish 
Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) report entitled: “Picking Up the Pieces: The Rights and Needs of 
Children and Families Affected by Imprisonment” in November 2012, the Director General of 
the IPS established the Families & Imprisonment Group (FIG) chaired by a Prison Governor, 
tasked with examining existing visiting facilities for all prisoners and in particular to address 
the needs of children and families as highlighted in the report. 
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The Irish Prison Service recognises 

- the importance for those in prison of maintaining, and if at all possible, developing their 
relationships with their children and families. 

And

- that parent-child visitation is one of the most important elements to ensure the well-being 
of children when their parent is imprisoned. 

Parent-child visitation can substantially decrease the negative impacts of imprisonment by 
preserving the child’s relationship with the parent.  Maintaining contact during imprisonment 
has also been correlated with reduced recidivism rates by the parent. 

Following a period of research, which included a detailed survey of existing visiting facili-
ties and supports, the Families & Imprisonment Group (FIG) identified a number of essential 
pillars that should be in place to ensure that visits in Irish Prisons become a core element of 
rehabilitation and support for both the people in our care and their families.  The essential pil-
lars identified by the FIG are as follows:

- Communications

- Physical Improvements

- Staff training

- Parenting courses and resettlement interventions; and

- Community Partnerships.

A pilot parenting programme entitled ‘Parenting Plus’ was developed in partnership with 
Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) and delivered in Limerick prison in 2015 and 2016 as 
part of an overall ‘Family Links’ Programme.  The programme aims are:

- To support small groups of prisoners to better understand their parenting role, and to de-
velop practical skills which support them in positive parenting;

- To develop a parenting programme specifically for the prison population, which is effec-
tive and replicable;

- To support partners of prisoners to engage positively with their children and to offer fami-
lies consistent language and approaches;

- To maximise opportunities for positive parent-child engagement within the limitation of a 
custodial setting; and

- To increase awareness of and responsibility for supporting, positive parenting as an impor-
tant element of imprisonment and resettlement planning.

A number of significant objectives have been achieved so far; most notably enhanced staff 
training, delivery of the ‘Parents Plus’ parenting programme, the establishment of more family-
friendly visits, and refurbishment of visit spaces. 

In addition, Family Liaison Officer training has been provided by the IPS to enable partici-
pants to:

- Understand the role and function of a Family Liaison Officer;
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- Understand the logic model process, and the rationale and evidence underpinning the Fam-
ily Links programme;

- Have knowledge regarding community services and structures supporting and working 
with children and families;

- Have an understanding of the experience of being a parent in prison and the impact on 
family dynamics;

- Heightened empathy for, and ability to support, parents in prison.

An independent evaluation of the Family Links Programme in Limerick which was under-
taken by the University of Limerick was launched by the Tánaiste yesterday (13 February) in 
Dublin.   

Finally, I note that children may be impacted by events affecting their parents, for instance 
parental ill health, mental health problems or parental absence, by way of the need to work 
away from home or by imprisonment. 

Where this is the case, parents can seek assistance from family support services in their 
communities by direct referral or through a child welfare referral to Tusla.  Such services can 
provide child counselling, family therapy or art and play therapies to help children understand 
and deal their feelings, and to assist the parent who is caring for them. 

In relation to children (under 18) in detention any issues of concern are addressed by their 
individual care regimes.

14/02/2017WRA04400Family Resource Centres

14/02/2017WRA0450064. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
review and increase the number of family resource centres in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7029/17]

14/02/2017WRA04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I very much 
value the role that Family Resource Centres play in providing support to vulnerable children 
and families around the country.  Tusla provides financial support to some 109 communities 
through the Family and Community Services Resource Centre Programme.  This typically cov-
ers the employment of two to three members of staff and some overhead costs.  In 2016, Tusla 
provided €13.5m in core funding under the Programme.  Also, in December, 2016, and in rec-
ognition of the valuable work that the Family Resource Centres do, Tusla provided additional 
once-off funding of €1.422m to the centres.  This additional funding, which was in the form 
of minor capital assistance, allowed for the upgrade of equipment and other remedial works at 
centres.  

Last November, I met with representatives from the Kildare Youth Service, Kildare Chil-
dren and Young People’s Service Committee, Kildare Local Community Development Com-
mittee and the Tusla Area Manager in relation to the provision of services to children and young 
people in Co. Kildare.

At that meeting, I was informed of a number of issues including a request for the provision 
of additional Family Resource Centres in Co. Kildare.  I advised the Co. Kildare representatives 
at the meeting to submit a Business Case to Tusla in relation to the establishment of new Family 
Resource Centres in the County as Tusla provides financial support to Family Resource Centres 
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under its Family and Community Services Resource Centre Programme. 

Tusla plans to build on the strengths of the programme in the years ahead to deliver its man-
date for community-based early intervention and family support. 

Tusla is currently finalising details of the funding to be allocated to the Family and Commu-
nity Services Resource Centre Programme, and will be confirming funding levels for individual 
centres shortly. 

14/02/2017WRA04700Child Detention Centres

14/02/2017WRA0480065. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children currently in adult prisons; the reason they remain in inappropriate facilities; 
the steps being taken to end this situation; the date it is expected that this will be resolved; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [6803/17]

14/02/2017WRA04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is Govern-
ment Policy to end the practice of detaining children in adult facilities.  Currently all children, 
other than 17 year old boys serving a sentence, are referred by the Courts to Oberstown Chil-
dren Detention Campus (the Campus); 17 year old boys who are serving a sentence of deten-
tion are currently detained in Wheatfield Place of Detention.  Currently (as of 8 February 2017) 
there are seven young people (aged 17 years) detained in Wheatfield Place of Detention.

When the requisite number of places are available, following the completion of works re-
quired following a serious incident on the Campus in late August 2016, 17 year old boys who 
are serving a sentence will be referred to the Campus.

It is hoped that the Campus will be in a position to accept the 17 year old boys serving a 
sentence at an early date which will end the practice of any children being detained in adult 
facilities.

  Question No. 66 answered with Question No. 55.

14/02/2017WRA05100Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

14/02/2017WRA0520067. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the status of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes. [7089/17]

14/02/2017WRA05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Commis-
sion of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and certain related matters was established 
by Government Order on the 17th February 2015.

In accordance with its comprehensive Terms of Reference, the Commission is tasked with 
thoroughly examining the experience of mothers and children resident in 14 named Mother and 
Baby Homes and a representative sample of County Homes. 

The Commission is required to address seven specific questions on the practices and pro-
cedures relating to the care, welfare, entry arrangements and exit pathways for the women and 
children who were residents of these institutions.  The primary function of the Commission is 
to provide a factual account, in a timely manner, of what happened to vulnerable women and 
children in these institutions during the period 1922-1998.
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As the Deputy will be aware the Commission is independent in the conduct of its investiga-
tions.  Therefore I am not in a position to provide progress updates on its investigations.  Up-
dates are posted by the Commission on their website, www.mbhcoi.ie.

In relation to milestones to date the Commission submitted its First Interim Report in July 
2016.  The Government agreed to a request from the Commission to extend the time frame of 
two of the three Reports the Commission is preparing.  The Social History Report and Confi-
dential Committee Report will now be submitted along with the Final Report by February 2018.  
In granting the extension the Government also asked the Commission to separately report on 
any additional matters outside of its scope which it considers may warrant further investigation 
in the public interest as part of its work. 

A Second Interim Report has been submitted by the Commission in response to this request.  
Since receiving this report I have met with the Commission to discuss the report and the general 
progress being made with the investigation.  It is my intention to publish the report as soon as 
possible in conjunction with Government’s response to the Commission’s findings.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the Commission has set a closing date for applica-
tions to meet the Confidential Committee of Wednesday 1 March.  I want to  encourage former 
residents who are in a position to share their experiences to make contact with the Commission.  
Further details can be found on the Commissions website.

14/02/2017WRA05400Family Support Services

14/02/2017WRA0550068. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
for the evaluation of outcomes from the ABC programme; the arrangements being made for the 
future funding of the work being done with vulnerable children and their families through the 
programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7017/17]

14/02/2017WRA05600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The ABC pro-
gramme is a prevention and early intervention initiative led by my Department.  The programme 
commenced in 2013 and was designed as a time-bound co-funding arrangement for the period 
2013 to 2017 in conjunction with the Atlantic Philanthropies.

The aim of the ABC Programme is to test and evaluate prevention and early intervention 
approaches to improve outcomes for children, and families living in poverty in 13 areas of 
disadvantage.  The ABC programme is currently being evaluated by the Centre for Effective 
Services.

Data is being collected locally at the Area-level so as to assess the success and effectiveness 
of the totality of the investment across the five broad outcomes of the Programme.  

Three national programme outcomes concern the achievement of outcomes for individual 
children and their parents participating in ABC-funded services:

I. Improved child health and development;

II. Improved children’s learning;

III. Improved parenting.

The remaining two outcomes are concerned with achieving systems change among service 
providers:
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I. Integrated service delivery;

II. Services embedded in mainstream services.

The national evaluation is focussing on three core evaluation questions:

1. How did the outcomes for children and families in ABC Areas change? 

2. To what extent did the ABC Programme make progress in implementing evidence-in-
formed programmes and approaches in the ABC Areas?

3. What costs were associated with the services provided under the ABC Programme?

The final national evaluation report will be produced in 2018.  However, preliminary analy-
sis of initial outcomes data indicates promising impact.

A key purpose of the ABC programme is to identify the learning across the sites and transfer 
this learning into existing and established services.  In budget 2016, my Department secured an 
additional €4.5 million to extend all of the existing ABC programme to the end of December 
2017, bringing the total investment to €34.2 million.  This extension also brings the existing 
programme closer in line with the expected timeline for delivery of the national evaluation 
report in 2018.  We will utilise the learning from the programme and the findings from the 
national evaluation to inform the design of prevention and early intervention initiatives that 
comprehend the Programme for Government commitments.  

I look forward to the continued engagement of all ABC sites with my department in 2017 
as we work towards the implementation of quality prevention and early intervention initiatives 
in order to achieve our shared goal of improving the lives of children and families throughout 
Ireland.

14/02/2017WRA05700Aftercare Services Provision

14/02/2017WRA0580069. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to widespread reports that a large number of those children leaving foster 
care here on their 18th birthday do not receive aftercare support plans; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6756/17]

14/02/2017WRA05900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under Tusla’s 
current National Leaving and Aftercare Policy, young people leaving care are expected to have 
an aftercare plan.  Tusla has informed me that from January up to the end of  September 2016, 
467 young persons in care turned 18 years of age.  Of these, 457 young people were eligible for 
aftercare supports and 412 are are availing of the aftercare supports.  There were a total of 1,841 
young people aged 18 to 22 years in receipt of aftercare supports from Tusla at the end of the 
third quarter in 2016, and 82% of these young people had an aftercare plan in place.

Tusla is putting in place revisions to its operational National Leaving and Aftercare Policy 
to bring it into line with the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015.  Once the amendments to the 
1991 Act are commenced there will be a statutory obligation on Tusla to have an aftercare plan 
prior to the young person leaving care.  Those who have left care before the changes, and who 
do not have an aftercare plan, can under these amendments obtain an aftercare plan from Tusla 
up to their 21st birthday.  Tusla is identifying gaps in the aftercare service nationally and has 
indicated that this will require an expansion in aftercare management and workers.  Tusla is 
currently finalising arrangements for the publication of its 2017 Business Plan which sets out 
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the priorities for these important services in 2017.  Tusla’s 2017 budget was increased by €37 
million this year, bringing the Tusla funding to over €700 million in exchequer funding, and this 
included additional funding to support service delivery to implement legislation.

I am concious that the transition to independent adulthood can be challenging for many 
young people.  A key factor in achieving success is ensuring that assessment, preparation and 
planning for leaving care begins in the years prior to leaving care and continues as part of the 
care planning process.  This work is based on collaboration with the young person, their car-
ers and partner agencies to generate an aftercare plan that is specific to the individual young 
person’s needs.  Advice, guidance, support and signposting are key elements of the supports 
available to care leavers.

14/02/2017WRA06000Youth Services Funding

14/02/2017WRA0610070. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
funding has been withdrawn from an organisation (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6713/17]

14/02/2017WRA06200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is important 
to say at the outset that there is no reduction in funding for youth services in Roscommon North 
East Galway.  The decision to withdraw funding from the Special Projects for Youth projects in 
Ballaghaderreen and the Youth Information Centre in Roscommon town, both of which were 
operated by Youth Work Ireland Roscommon North East Galway, was arrived at based on a 
Finance and Governance Review and a Service Review of the organisation that were carried 
out on behalf of my Department by its funding intermediary, the City of Dublin Youth Service 
Board.  My Department withdrew funding from the Special Projects for Youth projects in Bal-
lygar, County Galway earlier in 2016.   

Following engagement with Youth Work Ireland Roscommon North East Galway, my De-
partment received no assurances that the youth services being provided by them were to a level 
that met the needs of young people in the region.  Nor was my Department provided with any 
assurances as to the organisation’s capacity to support, operate and manage the provision of 
quality youth services and to make good use of Government funding for these purposes.

It is important to note that the Department’s decision to cease funding to Youth Work Ireland 
Roscommon North East Galway was supported by Youth Work Ireland’s National Office and 
by the Galway Roscommon Education and Training Board, which has a statutory role in the 
provision of youth services.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Galway and Roscommon Education and Training 
Board is putting in place replacement quality youth services in all three locations from this 
month onwards, on a transitional basis, with more permanent targeted services to be in place 
from later this year.

14/02/2017WRA06300Unaccompanied Minors and Separated Children

14/02/2017WRA0640071. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the integration 
and mental health services being made available for refugee children upon entering Ireland; the 
number of child refugees that her Department is anticipating in 2017; and the capacity that her 
Department has for the provision of such services. [7043/17]
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14/02/2017WRA06500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In regard to 
children being relocated from France, I requested that Tusla put in place a project office to man-
age the assessment and reception of children being relocated following the Dail resolution last 
November.  As the Deputy may appreciate, the needs of the young people have to be assessed 
carefully.  At the moment it appears that many will need support in a residential setting.  The 
resources required will need to be monitored closely as the process unfolds.  Tusla is part of the 
delivery of Ireland’s commitments to the EU and UN which are being coordinated under Irish 
Refugee Protection Programme.  Tusla’s Separated Children Seeking Asylum team also receive 
unaccompanied minors who present at our ports and are referred by the immigration services.

Based on current commitments and the likely number that will be referred from immigra-
tion services, which can vary from year to year, it is expected that there will be at least 160 
unaccompanied minors received by Tusla’s Separated Children Seeking Asylum team over the 
course of the year.  

The separated children’s team is being expanded to include additional social workers, social 
care staff and residential centres for assessment and accommodation.  This team has developed 
a well regarded set of expertise and supports to work with children and young people who are 
found to be unaccompanied minors when they arrive at our borders.  I understand that Tusla is 
examining how best to address the psychological supports needed for the service, including the 
option of recruiting a psychologist onto the team.

I have been advised that the residential accommodation and additional staff to expand the 
separated children’s team is in hand.  I have committed to providing Tusla with the necessary 
funding to expand this service and I am closely monitoring this to ensure this humanitarian ef-
fort will be successful.

14/02/2017WRA06600Child Care Services

14/02/2017WRA0670072. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the supports 
that have been put in place towards the re-opening of a centre (details supplied) in County 
Longford. [7050/17]

14/02/2017WRA06800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since early 
2015, my Department has supported intensive engagement with Pobal and Longford County 
Childcare Committee to maintain childcare provision in the service in question.  Unfortunately, 
following an EGM of the board in March 2016, my Department was informed of the intention 
to proceed with an orderly wind-down of the service.

Following this closure I delegated Pobal, as agents of my Department, along with Longford 
County Childcare Committee, to work with local bodies in relation to McEoin Park and the re-
establishment of a service for the local community.  Proposals were requested from a number 
of existing community based services in May 2016 and none were forthcoming at that time.  
As the Deputy will be aware, my Department does not directly provide childcare - rather we 
work with individuals, companies and community/not-for-profit groups to fund childcare pro-
vision.  Pobal and Longford CCC have had discussions with a number of groups regarding the 
re-opening of a childcare facility, and are still pursuing options locally in this regard.  Longford 
County Council have also been proactive in making a suitable premises available, and in the 
refurbishment and maintenence of same.

Unfortunately, to date we have not yet been able to secure a partner to operate this service.  
Pobal and Longford CCC are still pursuing options locally in this regard, and I am open to re-
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ceiving proposals from local/community groups who may be in a position to assist.

14/02/2017WRB00200Family Resource Centres

14/02/2017WRB0030073. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
whether family resource centres are provided with adequate funding and supports to carry out 
their responsibilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6755/17]

14/02/2017WRB00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I very much 
value the role that Family Resource Centres play in providing support to vulnerable children 
and families around the country. 

Tusla provides financial support to some 109 communities through the Family and Com-
munity Services Resource Centre Programme.  This typically covers the employment of two 
to three members of staff and some overhead costs.  In 2016, Tusla provided €13.5m in core 
funding under the Programme.  In addition, Tusla provided funding of €595,000 to Family Re-
source Centres for counselling services under the Agency’s Counselling Grants Scheme.  Also, 
in December, 2016, and in recognition of the valuable work that the Family Resource Centres 
do, Tusla provided additional once-off funding of €1.422m to centres.  This additional funding, 
which was in the form of minor capital assistance, allowed for the upgrade of equipment and 
other remedial works at centres. 

Family Resource Centres are supported by two Regional Support Agencies, which are fund-
ed by Tusla under the Family and Community Services Resource Centre Programme.  These 
support agencies play a key role in promoting good practice, providing technical support, ad-
vice and training to Family Resource Centres.

Tusla also provides funding under the Programme to the Family Resource Centre National 
Forum.  The Forum operates as a network for all Family Resource Centres.  It provides net-
working and training opportunities, and information and support.

Tusla plans to build on the strengths of the programme in the years ahead as it delivers on 
its mandate for community-based early intervention and family support. 

Tusla is currently finalising details of the funding to be allocated to Family Resource Cen-
tres in 2017, and will be confirming funding levels for individual centres shortly.

14/02/2017WRB00500Youth Services Funding

14/02/2017WRB0060074. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
funding has been withdrawn from an organisation (details supplied) in respect of a number of 
youth projects, namely Roscommon town, Castlerea, Arigna and Ballaghaderreen in County 
Roscommon and also Castleblakeney in County Galway; the reasons for the closure of each of 
the specific projects in each location; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6715/17]

14/02/2017WRB00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is important 
to note at the outset that there is no reduction in funding for youth services in Roscommon 
North East Galway.  My Department withdrew funding from the Special Projects for Youth 
project in Ballygar, County Galway in early 2016 as Youth Work Ireland Roscommon North 
East Galway had moved the service elsewhere without my Department’s permission and no 
service was being provided in the area.  My Department did not provide funding for youth ser-
vices in Castlerea or Arigna in County Roscommon or in Castleblakeney, County Galway, as 
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suggested by the Deputy.  

The decision to withdraw funding from the Special Projects for Youth projects in Ballaghad-
erreen and the Youth Information Centre in Roscommon town, both of which were operated 
by Youth Work Ireland Roscommon North East Galway, was arrived at based on a Finance 
and Governance Review and a Service Review of the organisation that were carried out on 
behalf of my Department its funding intermediary, the City of Dublin Youth Service Board.  
Following engagement with Youth Work Ireland Roscommon North East Galway, my Depart-
ment received no assurances that the youth services being provided in Ballaghaderreen and in 
Roscommon town were to a level that met the needs of young people in these towns.  Nor was 
my Department provided with any assurances as to the organisation’s capacity to support, oper-
ate and manage the provision of quality youth services and to make good use of Government 
funding for these purposes.

It is important to note that the Department’s decision to cease funding to Youth Work Ireland 
Roscommon North East Galway was supported by Youth Work Ireland’s National Office and 
by the Galway Roscommon Education and Training Board, which has a statutory role in the 
provision of youth services.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Galway and Roscommon Education and Training 
Board is putting in place replacement quality youth services in all three locations from this 
month onwards, on a transitional basis, with more permanent targeted services to be in place 
from later this year.

14/02/2017WRB00800Child Care Services

14/02/2017WRB0090075. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
views on whether the child care settings will be equipped to cope with the roll out of the single 
affordable child care scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7090/17]

14/02/2017WRB01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The systems 
that are being developed for the Affordable Childcare Scheme are being designed so as to mi-
nimise the administrative burden on both parents and childcare providers.  Full information on 
the Scheme will be made available well in advance of September, and a range of supports will 
be provided to help parents and childcare providers manage the transition to the new Scheme.  
As part of this, officials of my Department are developing detailed plans for communications 
and training to ensure that both parents and childcare providers are equipped to cope with the 
Scheme’s rollout.

14/02/2017WRB01100Commencement of Legislation

14/02/2017WRB0120076. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the progress 
which has been made in the commencement of the outstanding sections of the Children First 
Act 2015, particularly in relation to mandatory reporting of child abuse and child safeguarding 
statements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7015/17]

14/02/2017WRB01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since the Chil-
dren First Act 2015 was signed into law on 19 November 2015, a number of provisions of the 
Act have already been commenced as follows:

(i) Sections 1 to 5 (Part I) and section 28 (Part V) of the Act were commenced on 10 Decem-
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ber 2015.  Sections 1 to 5 are standard provisions in relation to title, citation, regulations, defini-
tions etc.  Section 28 relates to corporal punishment and removes the common law defence of 
reasonable chastisement in relation to same.

(ii) Section 18 (Part III) and Sections 20-26 (Part IV) were commenced on 1 May 2016.  
Section 18 of the Act is a technical amendment to ensure that the Child and Family Agency is a 
specified body for purposes of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) 
Act 2012.  Sections 20-26 deal with establishing the Children First Interdepartmental Imple-
mentation Group (CFIDIG) on a statutory basis and expanding the Group to include all Govern-
ment Departments. 

As the Act imposes obligations on certain individuals working with children and on relevant 
service providers, it is vital that all individuals and sectors are fully prepared and ready to im-
plement the legislation before it is commenced.  Therefore, in relation to those provisions of the 
Act which have not yet been commenced, I have recently signed off on a proposal for phased 
and structured preparations for implementation which will allow for full commencement of the 
remaining provisions of the Act by end 2017.  These provisions include those related to man-
dated reporting of child abuse, mandated assisting and the preparation of Child Safeguarding 
Statements by organisations providing relevant services to children. 

The phased implementation timetable will also allow Tusla to undertake the significant 
preparatory work required to enable it to fully meet its obligations under the legislation.  This 
will include ensuring that the appropriate internal systems are in place to deal with the intake 
of mandatory reports by Tusla and that a suite of resources is available to support and assist 
all sectors in implementing the legislation.  My Department is working closely with Tusla in 
relation to making available basic Children First training, information and resource materials. 

In the meantime, my Department will continue to work closely with the Statutory Children 
First Inter-Departmental Implementation Group, which includes Tusla, an Garda Síochána and 
the HSE, who will take a key role in ensuring that all necessary preparations and supports are 
in place for those who will acquire legal obligations under the Act.

14/02/2017WRB01400Election Management System

14/02/2017WRB0150077. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
her views on lowering the voting age to 16 years of age in local, general and European elec-
tions. [7088/17]

14/02/2017WRB01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to inform 
the Deputy that my Department has no function with regard to lowering the voting age to 16 in 
local, general and European elections.  The lead responsibility for this matter is the Minister for 
Housing, Planning and Local Government.

14/02/2017WRB01700Youth Services Expenditure

14/02/2017WRB0180078. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a commit-
ment will be made to the value for money scheme post-2017; if more resources and funding 
will be allocated to this initiative which is running successfully in County Cavan; her plans to 
extend the value for money scheme to other counties; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6940/17]
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14/02/2017WRB01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In 2016, fund-
ing of €51m was provided to my Department for various youth schemes.  I was delighted to 
receive an additional €5.5m in current funding in Budget 2017 to support the provision of youth 
services, bringing the total youth funding in 2017 to €57.4m.  This additional funding will be 
used for programmes that target disadvantaged young people and to assist national youth or-
ganisations in their work to support local voluntary youth services.  My Department has com-
menced the process with national organisations to identify service development needs for 2017 
and to agree their 2017 allocations. 

As the Deputy may be aware, a number of funding schemes supporting youth services were 
the subject of a Value for Money and Policy Review in 2014.  The review involved an in-depth 
scrutiny of the impact youth service provision has on young people’s lives.  The review made 
a number of recommendations for the future operation of the youth schemes and their develop-
ment in the years ahead. 

Work on the development of a new funding scheme has been prioritised by my Department 
and consultations with youth services are continuing with a view to introducing the new youth 
funding programme in line with the review. 

My Department has embarked on an exercise, in conjunction with Pobal and each Education 
and Training Board (ETB) Youth Officer, which will map youth service provision across the 
State.  This mapping exercise will assist my Department and the relevant ETB in developing a 
detailed socio-demographic profile in terms of both population numbers and deprivation levels.  
It is my intention that this mapping exercise will inform future development and investment in 
youth services.

During 2016, my Department provided funding for the commencement of five “Sample 
VFMPR” youth projects commenced in South East Cavan, West Wicklow, Drogheda, County 
Louth, in Cahir, County Tipperary and in the Fethard/Killenaule area of Tipperary. 

It is my intention to support these five new projects during 2017 and details of the alloca-
tions to these projects will issue shortly.  In addition, I hope to allocate further funding towards 
the costs of developing and establishing further new sample projects.  Over the next year, my 
Department will work closely with the sixteen ETBs in this regard.  The mapping exercise will 
inform future development and investment in youth services.

14/02/2017WRB02000Unaccompanied Minors and Separated Children

14/02/2017WRB0210079. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the resources, 
existing or additional, that have been allocated to Tusla to facilitate the arrival and integration 
of unaccompanied child refugees from the former Calais camp; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7040/17]

14/02/2017WRB02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am very con-
scious of the need for additional resources for the Separated Children Seeking Asylum team 
in Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to allow us to respond to the current crisis facing all 
of us in Europe.  I saw this for myself when I met with Greek ministers and with vulnerable 
families being assisted by our efforts in Greece under the Irish Refugee Programme.  I want to 
acknowledge the work of the Tanaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality and the support of 
our Cabinet colleagues in pushing forward the work of the Irish Refugee Protection Programme 
and the Dail resolution on Calais .  

I have asked Tusla to expand the Separated Children’s team to progress the Dail resolution 
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on unaccompanied minors who were previously in unofficial camps near Calais.  Tusla is put-
ting in place a project office and increasing the number of staff on this team.  The additional 
staff will include a senior social work practitioner, social workers and social care staff.  I un-
derstand that Tusla is examining how best to manage the required psychological support for the 
young people, including the recruitment of a psychologist into the team.  I have been assured 
that residential accommodation being sourced will be homely in nature and in line with national 
standards.  

I have committed to making sure that this service is properly resourced, and that the high 
standard of the current service continues.  I am sure you will understand that the estimates of 
the cost involved will be kept under review as the situation evolves.  For example, the range 
of therapeutic and legal supports to be provided will only become clear once the young people 
have arrived and been assessed.  I am closely monitoring the emerging situation and am deter-
mined to ensure this humanitarian effort will be successful.

14/02/2017WRB02300Child Poverty

14/02/2017WRB0240080. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will es-
tablish an urgent interdepartmental task force to address the escalating national crisis of child 
poverty in view of the fact that, according to the most recent SILC report 2015, a child is now 
more than four times more likely to live in poverty based on their family status; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7026/17]

14/02/2017WRB02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The reduction 
of children’s poverty is a key political priority for me as a Minister.  I have devoted all of my 
professional life in Ireland to the development of community based approaches to tackle chil-
dren’s poverty and designing and delivering effective prevention and early intervention strate-
gies to do same.

In recognition of the higher risks and life-long consequences of child poverty, the Govern-
ment set a child-specific poverty target in Better Outcomes, Better Futures: the National Policy 
Framework for Children and Young People 2014-2020 to reduce consistent child poverty by at 
least two-thirds by 2020.  This figure currently represents 102,000 children.  The rate of consis-
tent poverty among children has fallen to 11.5%, from 12.7% in 2014.

The Department of Social Protection has the lead role in coordinating government strategies 
on child poverty.  It also has lead responsibility for the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 
and has identified child poverty as a key cross-sectoral priority to be addressed.

Officials in my Department are working closely with the Department of Social Protection in 
informing the development of this cross-sectoral priority.

Officials in the Department of Social Protection have co-convened a subgroup with mem-
bers of the Advisory Council for Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures to progress solutions to 
child poverty.  In recognition of the fact that child poverty is a multi-faceted problem, this group 
includes officials from other Departments, including the Department of Health and the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills.

Led by the Department of Social Protection, this group has produced a paper which outlines 
a whole of government approach to tackling child poverty.  This is based around the three pil-
lars outlines in the EU Recommendation on Investing in Children:

- Access to adequate resources
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- Access to affordable quality services

- Children’s right to participate.

This paper covers issues relating to my Department, such as childcare, prevention and early 
intervention and family support, as well as issues in other Departments, such as healthcare in-
equalities, DEIS schools, and income supports.  It also recognises that children of lone parents 
are particularly at risk of poverty.

My Department is developing a Single Affordable Childcare Scheme to provide families 
with good quality childcare at a cost they can afford. Budget 2017 provided additional funding 
for the scheme’s development and initial roll-out, to include both a targeted and a universal ele-
ment.  Subsidies will be available for children aged from 6 months up to 15 years and will meet 
families’ full-time and part-time childcare needs, including outside of school hours and during 
school holiday time.  The highest levels of subsidy will be provided to those on low incomes, 
helping families to overcome disadvantage and contribute to a reduction in child poverty.

This paper will be discussed at the Children and Young People’s Policy Consortium in Feb-
ruary, which includes representatives from all government departments, and is responsible for 
whole of government implementation of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures.

14/02/2017WRB02600Departmental Expenditure

14/02/2017WRB0270081. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Taoiseach the level of expenditure by his Department 
or any organisations under the aegis of his Department for each of the years from 2005 to 2016, 
in tabular form, on photography, advertising, communications advice, public relations, website 
development, interview training and preparation, including details of the events, campaigns or 
policies to which this expenditure related, and the company or individual to whom such pay-
ments were made. [6649/17]

14/02/2017WRB02800The Taoiseach: The following tables detail expenditure by my Department on photog-
raphy, advertising, communications advice/public relations and website development for the 
years 2010 to 2016 inclusive - the years for which information is readily available, given the 
volume of detail requested.  There was no expenditure on interview training and preparation 
in those years.  Expenditure was only incurred by the Department for communications advice/
public relations in the years 2012 and 2013.  Relevant expenditure in the various categories is 
also included for the National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO) - the only 
body under the aegis of my Department.

PHOTOGRAPHY

2010  

Company Detail Amount
James Higgins Photographer Taoiseach Brian Cowen & 

delegation at UN Climate 
Change Summit NY 21-23 
Sept 09

€102.44

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach on Gerry Ryan 
Show.

€554.95

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach Media Briefing 
21-12-2009.

€607.5
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Company Detail Amount
Hacketts Chief Whips Office 08 Mar 

2010 
€15

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach Meets Chinese 
Ambassador 25-02-2010.

€401.42

Maxwell Photography Innovation Task Force 
11/3/2010

€893.59

Maxwell Photography New Cabinet €393.25
Leslie E. Kossoff, Taoiseach Brian Cowen & 

delegation during trip to 
Washington 16-17 March 
2010..

€1919.38

Terry Murphy Media St.Patricks Church, Water-
ford.

€440.44

Maxwell Photography 1916 Easter Commemora-
tion, 4/4/10 

€439.84

Maxwell Photography Aviva, 9/4/10 €439.84
Maxwell Photography Taoiseach at Polish Embassy 

- Book of Condolences, 
13/4/10

€486.72

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach’s meeting with 
Loretta Brennan Glucksman, 
26/4/10

€209.94

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach Print, 30/04/10, €42.35
Maxwell Photography Taoiseach’s meeting with 

Lithuanian President 10/5/10 
€371.17

Maxwell Photography Finish PN / Gleo Awards €349.08
Maxwell Photography Pol Cors meeting 14/5/10 €401.42
Maxwell Photography Taoiseach: Kathleen Kenne-

dy Townsend & Derry meet 
€453.75

Maxwell Photography 2 Innovation Seminar on 
24th May 2010

€591.08

Joan Hackett Chicago Pho-
tography

Taoiseach Brian Cowen & 
delegation visit 12-14 Mar 
2010. (St. Patrick’s Day in 
Chicago).

€597.23

Chris Ryan, San Francisco, 
Photographer

Taoiseach Brian Cowen & 
delegation, official events on 
14-15 Mar 2010 in San Jose, 
San Francisco

€1083.17

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach meets victims’ 
families of Bloody Sunday, 
16/6/10

€349.08

Maxwell Photography Kennedy Family visit, 
21/6/10, 

€310.67

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach head shots, 
29/6/10, 

€156.09
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Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography Taoiseach meets Pres of 

Harvard, 30/6/10 
€530.58

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach meets NI Sec of 
State Patterson, 2/6/10 

€431.67

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach NI meetings/
events, 3/6/10, 

€962.26

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach meets Presbyte-
rian church 15/6/10, 

€340.92

Maxwell Photography Print Order €55.06
Maxwell Photography North/South meeting Farm-

leigh 5/7/10
€720.25

Maxwell Photography Fr. Mac Greil Book Launch 
7/7/10

€219.92

Maxwell Photography Libyan Special Envoy Meet-
ing, 16/7/10

€219.92

Maxwell Photography Cabinet Meeting Farmleigh, 
21/7/10

€470.08

Maxwell Photography Governor of Alabama visit, 
22/7/10

€340.92

Maxwell Photography Capital Review 26/7/10 €538.75
Hartografie Photo Atlanta Atlanta: coverage of meeting 

14 July 2010
€733.44

European Press Agency European Press Agency 07 
July 2010 

€214

James Higgins Photographer Taoiseach Brian Cowen’s 2 
Day visit to New York July 
12 & 13 2010

€692.69

Maxwell Photography Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Renewal, 22/09/01 

€461.92

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach meets SDLP, 
20/09/10 

€401.42

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach meets Bob Kelly, 
10/09/10 

€461.92

Maxwell Photography Special Olympics welcome 
home 30/09/10

€593.2

Maxwell Photography Photos: Taoiseach meets 
President Bill Clinton 

€780.75

Maxwell Photography Photos: Meeting Venture 
Capital Firms 

€219.92

Maxwell Photography Photos: Prime Minister of 
Finland 

€409.58

Maxwell Photography Photos: John Liu, NYC 
Comptroller 

€401.42

Maxwell Photography Photos: Your Country Your 
Call & US Bankers 2 

€409.58

Maxwell Photography Photos: Cabinet Meeting 
Farmleigh 25/10/10 

€498.22
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Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography Photography for ORP Semi-

nar 21st October 2010
€698.17

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach meets US sec of 
Energy 04/11/10 

€371.17

Maxwell Photography European Comm. Monetary 
Affairs 09/11/10 

€419.57

Maxwell Photography 4 Yr Plan 24/11/10 €797.09
Maxwell Photography Press Conf 28/11/10 €613.17
2011  

Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography Venture capital investment 

15/12/10 
€478.25

Maxwell Photography De Valera Author 22/12/10 €371.17
Maxwell Photography IFSC Green Initiative 

27/01/11 
€349.09

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach - Media briefing 
20/01/11 

€181.50

Maxwell Photography US chamber of commerce 
Iveagh House27/01/11 

€530.59

Maxwell Photography Intel Meeting 14/01/11 €570.82
The Press Association The Press Association, Not-

tingham
€ 139.30

Hackett’s Reprographics Visa photos for 1 of the Tao-
iseach’s  delegation for USA 
Mar 2011, 10 Mar 2011

€ 20.25

Maxwell Photography 1916 Commemoration 
24/04/2011

€ 502.45

Maxwell Photography SDLP 14/04/2011 € 371.17
Maxwell Photography  Launch of Census 

10/3/2011
€ 357.25

Maxwell Photography  Newly appointed Ministers 
15/03/2011

€ 478.25

Maxwell Photography  Jesse Jackson 21/03/2011 € 409.58
Maxwell Photography  Book of Condolence - Japan 

22/03/2011
€ 401.42

Maxwell Photography  US Ambassador Dan 
Rooney 28/03/2011

€ 401.42

Maxwell Photography  Jpegs 1916 Commemora-
tion 04/04/2011

€ 60.50

Maxwell Photography  Mass New Dail 09/03/2011 € 508.50
Maxwell Photography  Taoiseach Office Photo Call 

09/03/2011
€ 538.75

Maxwell Photography  Reception New Ministers 
09/03/2011

€ 391.13
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Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography  New Cabinet Meeting 

10/03/2011
€ 492.17

Maxwell Photography  New Ministers Appoint-
ments 09/03/2011

€ 780.75

Maxwell Photography The Late Dr. Garret Fitzger-
ald’s Funeral 21-22 May 
2011

€ 2,359.50

My Photobook.ie 27 May 2011  - My Photo-
Book.ie

€ 140.80

Maxwell Photography President Obama Visit 23 
May 2011 

€ 4,537.50

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach Enda Kenny & 
Church Leaders on 19 May 
2011 at Government Build-
ings

€ 409.58

Maxwell Photography British PM Visit to Gov. 
Buildings on 18 May 2011.  

€ 629.50

Maxwell Photography US Congressman on 16 May 
2011. assignment covering 
attendance, taking colour, 
processing, digital contact 
sheet.

€ 280.42

Maxwell Photography Hungarian Prime Minister 
01-06-11

€ 409.58

Maxwell Photography Excellence Awards  
09/06/2011

€ 857.59

Maxwell Photography North South Ministerial 
Council 10-6-11

€ 812.21

Maxwell Photography President of European Coun-
cil 17/6/11

€ 562.04

Maxwell Photography President Obama Visit 23 
May 2011 

€ 260.15

Maxwell Photography Obama and Cabinet Minis-
ters 23 May 2011 

€ 740.52

Maxwell Photography Maxwells Invoice - New 
Ambassadors 30-6-11 

€ 332.75

Maxwell Photography Chinese Delegation € 357.25
Maxwell Photography Saudi Minister 14 June 2011 € 280.42
Maxwell Photography Richard Haass meets Tao-

iseach Enda Kenny on 
01/04/2011

€ 371.17

LK Photo Costs relating to St. Patricks 
Day Visit to Washington 
2011 

€ 2,106.14

Maxwell Photography New Sec Gen and Ian Pais-
ley on 26/07/2011.

€ 318.84
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Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography Meeting EU Parliament 

President 12 July 2011.
€ 696.05

Maxwell Photography Strategy for International 
Services Industry 14-7-2011

€ 349.08

Hackett’s Reprographics Product code FPP-
75DIG10-15, (QTY 10-15) 
7x5 Digital Prints.

€ 30.76

J. Higgins Photos Photos Taoiseach 4/5 May 
2011 visit to New York

€ 303.30

Maxwell Photography Arvato meeting with Taoise-
ach 21 Sept 2011.

€ 560.84

Bank of Ireland 19 November 2011 - www.
gettyimages.com

€ 212.96

Maxwell Photography Photocall TAOISEACH 
& New SDLP Leader 
09/11/2011.

€ 340.92

Maxwell Photography Photographer for the 
Presidential Inauguration 
11/11/2011.

€3,956.70

2012   

Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography Taoiseach signs Book of 

condolence 20 Dec 2011.
€ 371.17

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach - Christmas Me-
dia Meeting 22 Dec 2011.

€ 296.75

The Press Association 12 January 2012 - Photos of 
Prime Minister David Cam-
eron with Taoiseach Enda 
Kenny 10 Downing Street.

€ 122.01

Maxwell Photography British Irish council 
13/01/12

€ 531.05

Maxwell Photography Photos/Taoiseach meeting 
with Deputy PM Nick Clegg

€ 377.30

Maxwell Photography Blue Star Programmes on  
07/02/2012.

€ 539.36

Maxwell Photography EU Presidency Job winning 
logo on 02/02/2012.

€ 687.26

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach & Tánaiste attend 
‘Progress to date’ launch 
07/03/2012.

€ 195.57

Frank Fennell Photography 
Ltd

Launch of the Stability Trea-
ty Website, 19 April 2012.

€ 409.63

Frank Fennell Photography 
Ltd

Olympic Torch Photo-
call at Govt Buildings on 
06/06/2012.

€ 268.45
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Company Detail Amount
QiLai Photographer for Taoise-

ach’s visit to China 25/28 
March 2012

2,817.49

Maxwell Photography Carers Strategy Launch in 
the Italian Room on 19th 
July 2012.

€ 439.11

LK Photos Taoiseach’s visit to US 19-
21 March 2012.

€ 1,774.78

Lafayette Photography Ltd  NSMC in Farmleigh on 
15/06/2012

€ 174.24

Lafayette Photography Ltd  National Day of Commemo-
ration 08/07/2012 

€ 555.75

Lafayette Photography Ltd  Olympic Reception at Farm-
leigh 15/08/2012 -CD of 
photographs

€ 330.16

Lafayette Photography Ltd  Official Photography ser-
vices for visit of Secretary of 
State Northern Ireland on 01 
Oct 2012.

€ 87.66

Michael Hudson Photos Taoiseach’s Visit to Chicago, 
17 March 2012

€ 302.35

Lafayette Photography Ltd  18hrs of photography over 
4 days for the JPEGs for 
Who’s Who on the Irish 
Presidency Website

€ 3,168.51

2013   

Company Detail Amount
Frank Fennell Photography 
Ltd

EU Conference of Presi-
dents, Dublin Castle on 31 
December 2012

€ 116.85

Frank Fennell Photography 
Ltd

Presidency meeting of 
European Parliament Lead-
ers, Dublin Castle 29th Nov 
2012

€ 430.51

Maxwell Photography Photography Prints for Con-
vention Inaugural Meeting 
on 1st Dec 2012.

€ 1,763.46

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Family photo shot, post 
production touch up + prints 
(36copies) for the EU Direc-
tors General Informal meet-
ing (13-14/1/2013)

€ 512.62

Maxwell Photography 2 JPEG images of the Tao-
iseach/Cyprus President Nov 
2005 - 28 Jan 2013.

€ 34.44
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Company Detail Amount
Lafayette Photography Ltd  Eucharistic Congress Recep-

tion Dublin Castle 1st July 
2012

€ 171.01

Lafayette Photography Ltd  Visit of Secretary of State 
Northern Ireland on 01 Oct 
2012, 18 images sent to 
media

€ 19.43

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Photocall for 40 years in 
the EU, Art Exhibition, 25 
February 2013.

€ 318.54

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal Justice and Home 
Affairs meeting, Dublin 
Castle, 18/01/13

€ 1,471.99

Mac Innes Photography Ltd EU Council President Her-
man Van Rompuy visit, 
Dublin Castle, 9/1/2013

€ 1,645.47

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal Justice and Home 
Affairs meeting, session 2, 
Dublin Castle, 17/1/2013

€ 1,449.89

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal EU Affairs meet-
ing, Dublin Castle 21/01/13.

€ 1,564.62

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Em-
ployment 8th Feb. 2013 
Dublin Castle.

€ 817.91

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Em-
ployment 7th Feb. 2013 
Dublin Castle.

€ 1,573.31

Levon Biss Photography Ltd Prints of Taoiseach’s Time 
Magazine cover 26/11/2012

€ 111.95

Mac Innes Photography Ltd 31st Dec 2012 for EU Flag 
Raising Ceremony attended 
by Taoiseach at Dublin 
Castle.

€ 669.09

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Visit of Presidents Barroso 
& Schulz at Government 
Buildings on 28/2/2013. - 
Post Production Fee

€ 257.43

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Defence 
Ministers 13/2/2013, Dublin 
Castle.

€ 817.91

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of De-
velopment & Co-operation 
Ministers 12/2/2013, Dublin 
Castle.

€ 1,559.45

M M McNally Photographer Taoiseach’s visit to Downing 
Street on 11 March 2013.

€ 335.03

E Hill Photography Taoiseach’s visit to Enniskil-
len, 11 November 2012.

€ 700.60
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Company Detail Amount
Peter Cavanagh Photography Whos Who for Presidency. 

27/28 Sept. 2012 & 16 Oct 
2012.

€ 1,600.00

Magnum Computers Photos of Taoiseach’s visit 
to Cleveland, Ohio. October 
2012.

€ 192.41

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Gymnich meeting - 23rd 
March 2013.

€ 484.58

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Prints, Presentation Folders, 
Envelopes relating to Host 
Photography for Informal 
Meeting of Energy Ministers 
at Dublin Castle 24 April, 
2013

€ 1,181.62

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Prints, Presentation Folders, 
Envelopes relating to Host 
Photography for Informal 
Meeting of Environment 
Ministers at Dublin Castle 
23 April, 2013

€ 1,307.04

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal Meeting of Envi-
ronment Ministers at Dublin 
Castle on 22nd April 2013

€ 821.57

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Prints, Presentation Folders, 
Envelopes relating to Host 
Photography for Informal 
Meeting of Ministers for 
Trade at Dublin Castle 18 
April, 2013

€ 1,535.67

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Hunger-Nutrition Confer-
ence at Dublin Castle 15 
April,2013

€ 968.41

Mac Innes Photography Ltd ECOFIN Ministerial Infor-
mal meeting on 13/4/2013

€ 1,870.49

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Prints, Presentation Folders, 
Envelopes relating to Host 
Photography for Informal 
Meeting of ECOFIN Min-
isterial Informal 12 April 
2013.

€ 4,126.55

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Hunger-Nutrition & Climate 
Change at Dublin Castle on 
16th April 2013.

€ 817.91

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Commission College meet-
ing Dublin Castle on 10 
Jan 2013 - Prints & Digital 
Imaging

€ 2,042.61
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Company Detail Amount
Mac Innes Photography Ltd Health Informal Ministerial 

Meeting 4th March, Dublin 
Castle attendance

€ 276.75

Mac Innes Photography Ltd EU Presidency Team Group 
Shot on 01 May 2013.

€ 302.58

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Health Informal Ministerial 
Meeting 5th March 2013- 
Dublin Castle.

€ 1,134.33

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Gymich meeting 22 March 
2013, Photography &Hi Res 
imaging

€ 1,570.00

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Ministerial Informal, Agri-
culture Ministers on 27th & 
28th May 2013 

€ 2,453.74

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Ministerial Informal - Com-
petitiveness [Dept. DJEI] 2 
May 2013

€ 817.91

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Informal meeting of Com-
petitiveness - Council day 
on 03 May 2013.

€ 1,134.34

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Family photos of Presidency 
team at Government Build-
ings on 01 May 2013.

€ 31.38

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Presidency Liaison Officers 
Photos at Dublin Castle on 
27 May 2013.

€ 162.01

Marty Katz Photography & 
James Higgins Photography

St Patrick’s Day Visit, New 
York - 16-17 March 2013

€ 2,235.66

Maxwell Photography North South Ministerial 
Meeting on 05/07/2013 at 
Dublin Castle Sundays F.T.P. 
images to Media outlets

€ 706.02

Maxwell Photography EU Presidency staff event on 
05/07/2013 at Dublin Castle 
- Upload of images to online 
gallery

€ 292.74

Maxwell Photography Round table discussion with 
the Taoiseach and on Online 
Retailers on 06 Sept 2013.

€ 292.74

Maxwell Photography Taoiseach’s meeting with 
Bill Clinton at Government 
Buildings - 09/10/2013

€ 249.69

2014   
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Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography Extra copies of prints of the 

Queen & President Obama’s 
visit, May 2011 ordered for 
Taoiseach

€77.18

Maxwell Photography Photography assignment, 
Taoiseach’s Address of the 
Nation, 15th December 2014

€956.94

Maxwell Photography Photography Services for the 
Convention on the Constitu-
tion final plenary meeting 
22nd & 23rd February 2014

€511.68

DNP Service Taoiseach’s visit to Japan, 
3-4 December 2013.

€244.23

Maxwell Photography Photography assignment for 
the visit of the Spanish PM 
on the 6th March 2014

€519.06

Maxwell Photography Photography assignment 
for the visit of the German 
Prime Minister on the 7th  
March 2014

€396.06

Maria Photography Taoiseach’s visit to Abu 
Dhabi & Dubai, January 
2014.

€2695.8

Dan Hallissey Photography Taoiseach’s visit to Boston, 
16 March 2014.

€506.77

Marty Katz Photography Photography for Taoiseach 
Enda Kenny & delegation’s 
trip to Washington DC on 13 
& 14 March 2014

€1740.64

Maxwell Photography Official Photography at State 
Funeral of the late Albert 
Reynolds 23rd and 25th Aug 
2014 at Mansion House and 
Donnybrook Church

€2841.3

James Higgins Photography Photographs of the Taoise-
ach’s visit to New York on 
17 March 2014.

€252.71

Dowlings Pharmacy Passport photos 04 Sep 2014 €6
Boots Chemist Photo’s for Taoiseach 13 

July 2014
€2.10

Getty Images International EU, All About Jobs cam-
paign, purchase of iStock 
photo subscription for 3 
months, 7th Oct 2014

€207.87

Maxwell Photography Photography for North 
South Ministerial Council on 
3rd Oct 2014, Dublin Castle.

€547.35
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Company Detail Amount
CreativeShot Photography United Irish Cultural Center 

- San Francisco 4 June 2014.
€753.07

Mac Innes Photography Ltd EU - Photography of Min-
ister Ged Nash at 2 events 
in Carlow 26th November 
2014

€491.14

2015   

Company Detail Amount
Mac Innes Photography Ltd EU - 10 Low Resolution 

images from Minister Ged 
Nash events in Carlow 26 
November 2014

€124.85

Getty Images International EU ‘All About Jobs cam-
paign’ purchase of monthly 
iStock photo subscription for 
January 2015

€207.87

Department of Foreign Af-
fairs

Photographs of the Taoise-
ach Enda Kenny attending 
Youth Reception - Irish Con-
sulate New York September 
2014

€198.68

Mr John Kingman Photography for Taoiseach’s 
visit to New York, 22-24 
September 2014.

€317.89

Getty Images International All About Jobs - purchase 
of one year iStock subscrip-
tion for stock photos for All 
About Jobs section of Mer-
rion St, 25 Feb 2015

€1,966.77

Dowlings Pharmacy Dowlings Pharmacy - Pass-
port photos 26 Feb 2015

€6.00

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Photography costs for the 
visit of Mr. Manuel Valls 
Prime Minister of France to 
Government Buildings 24 
April 2015

€160.00

Mac Innes Photography Ltd Photography costs for the 
visit of Mr. Manuel Valls 
Prime Minister of France to 
Government Buildings 24 
April 2015

€181.50

Marty Katz Photographer St. Patrick’s Day 2015. Tao-
iseach’s visit to Washington, 
DC, USA. 16-17 March 
2015.

€2,459.34

Allison Shirref Photographer Taoiseach’s visit to Atlanta, 
USA, 13 & 14 March 2015.

€1,112.10
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Company Detail Amount
Lensmen & Associates Minister J. Deenihan TD 

photoshoot with Sonia 
O’Sullivan on 30 April 2015 
at Government Buildings

€553.50

Conor McKeown Photogra-
pher

Photographer for US Am-
bassador’s visit to Castlebar 
-  April 2015

€120.00

Maxwell Photography Photography costs for Data 
Protection Event on 2 July 
2015

€447.72

Maxwell Photography Photography Assignment 
for State Funeral of Thomas 
Kent - 18 September 2015

€1,475.80

Fotogioberti Studio Taoiseach’s photos with PM 
Renzi, 10 July 2015.

€488.00

2016  

Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography Supply of Jpeg Images 

of Ceann Comhairle with 
Queen, taking during her 
visit to Ireland in 2011 - 
January 2016

€17.22

Maxwell Photography Photography for Flag-Rais-
ing Ceremony, 1 January 
2016

€120.52

Ulster Bank Ireland Ltd Photos from National Li-
brary for Press Office

€28

Maxwell Photography Photography for Flag-Rais-
ing Ceremony, 1 January 
2016

€524

Getty Images International All About Jobs - purchase 
of one year iStock subscrip-
tion for stock photos for All 
About Jobs section of Mer-
rion St, from 18th February 
2016 to 18th February 2017

€1966.77

M. McNally Photographer Taoiseach’s visit to London, 
U.K. 9 November 2015.

€278.47

AM Photography 9 September 2015. Taoise-
ach’s visit to Paris, France.

€250

Maxwell Photography  Photography for Com-
memoration Ceremony and 
Parade and Kilmainham 
Gaol Wreath-Laying Cer-
emony, Easter Sunday 27 
March 2016

€2520
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Company Detail Amount
Maxwell Photography Photography for Commemo-

ration Ceremony and Pa-
rade and Kilmainham Gaol 
Wreath-Laying Ceremony, 
Easter Sunday 27 March 
2016

€579.6

Irish Gallery of Photography 
Ltd

Photograph presentation 
for State Reception Dublin 
Castle 27th March 2016

€4674

Lensmen & Assoc Photography at Interfaith 
Ceremony and Unveiling of 
Remembrance Wall, Glasn-
evin Cemetery, Sunday 3 
April 2016 (1916 Centenary 
event)

€430.50

Maxwell Photography Photographs of new Cabinet 
at first meeting in Cabinet 
room, Government Build-
ings, 11 May 2016, and syn-
dication to daily and Sunday 
newspapers and online 
media outlets

€873.76

British Irish Council Official Photo of the Brit-
ish Irish Council Summit 
Dublin 2015

€782.04

MacInnes Photography Ltd Photography services for 
Somme Centenary Com-
memoration Ceremony 9 
July 2016

€1554.72

MacInnes Photography Ltd Photography services for 
National Day of Commemo-
rations, 10 July 2016

€1554.72

Maxwell Photography Photography for Visit of VP 
Biden, 21-26 June 2016

€3047.94

Marty Katz Photographer Taoiseach’s visit to Wash-
ington DC, USA, 14-15 
March 2016. St. Patrick’s 
Day Visit.

€1405.36

Marty Katz Photography Taoiseach’s visit to Wash-
ington DC. USA. 17-18 May 
2016. Ireland 100 at Ken-
nedy Centre.

€1703.42

Lensmen & Assoc Event Photography for in-
augural meeting of Citizens 
Assembly on 15th October 
2016

€553.5
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Company Detail Amount
Provision Photographs Ltd Photography for Smart Cit-

ies Event - 9th December 
2016 - Cork

€170.25

Maxwell Photography Photocall Package for meet-
ing of Citizens Assembly 
26th & 27th Nov 2016

€854.85

 

ADVERTISING

2010  

Company Detail Amount
Brindley  Advertisng Ltd National Day of Commemo-

ration  
€3690.55

FCR Media Ltd State Directory entries in 
phone books

€7688.34

Conradh Na Gaeilge Information notice in Con-
radh na Gaeilge

€200

 

2011   

Company Detail Amount
Brindley Advertising Ltd President Obama’s visit 

23/05/2011 
€79032.31

Brindley Advertising Ltd National Day of Commemo-
ration

€6533.1

Brindley Advertising Ltd DPP competition advertising 
on 19/09/2011

€8530.19

Truvo Ireland Ltd Advertising in State Direc-
tory Section of Phonebook 
for Year 2011.

€6766.32

Conradh na Gaeilge Half page advertisement  in 
Conradh na Gaeilge bro-
chure - 4/2/11

€200

2012  

Company Detail Amount
Brindley Advertising Ltd Media advertisments for 

the duration of the Stability 
Treaty Public Info Campaign 
- April/May 2012.Print, TV 
& Radio (national and local) 
& online advertising

€528840.70

Lesley Conroy Voice over work for radio, 
TV and website advertising 
on the Stability Treaty

€3129.20
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Company Detail Amount
MM Motion Design Provision of Radio & televi-

sion advertisement for the 
Stability Treaty information 
campaign 2012.

€8364

Brindley Advertising Ltd Advertisement in National - 
newspapers 21st & 23rd Dec 
2012, seeking submissions/
comments from the public 
on the first 2 issues on the 
Constitutional Convention 
Agenda

€16047.76

FCR Media Ltd Advertising in State Direc-
tory Section of Phonebook 
for Year 2013.

€6191.82

 

2013   

Company Detail Amount
FCR Media Ltd Advertising in State Direc-

tory Section of Phonebook 
for Year 2014.

€6191.82

Brindley Advertising Ltd EU Presidency €51660
Brindley Advertising Ltd Public Consultation on Eco-

nomic Regulation
€10276.45

2014   

Company Detail Amount
FCR Media Ltd Advertising in State Direc-

tory Section of Phonebook 
for Year 2014/2015

€6191.82

2015   

Company Detail Amount
DAA (Dublin Airport Au-
thority) Shared Services

Home To Work advertising €24600

Mediavest Ireland Ltd Home To Work advertising €18200.06
Audrey Elliott Home To Work advertising 

(Knock Airport)
€615

FCR Media Ltd Advertising in State Direc-
tory Section of Phonebook 
for Year 2015/2016

€6191.82

Mediavest Ireland Ltd Data Protection “Data Fo-
rum”

€3379.55

Mediavest Ireland Irish language advertising €679.78
2016   



14 February 2017

175

Company Detail Amount
Clear Channel Ireland Ltd Home To Work advertising – 

Shannon Airport
€6150

DAA (Dublin Airport Au-
thority) Shared Services

Home To Work advertising €1722

Dawn Recruitment Ltd Home To Work advertising – 
leaflet distribution

€2516

WC O’Brien Ltd Home To Work advertsing – 
Cork and Shannon airports

€3314.2

Mediavest Ireland Ltd Citizens Assembly: Call 
for Submissions on Eighth 
Amendment 

€4746.81

FCR Media Ltd Advertising in State Direc-
tory Section of Phonebook 
2016/2017

€5881.86

COMMUNICATIONS ADVICE/PUBLIC RELATIONS

2012   

Company Detail Amount
Behaviour & Attitudes Constitutional Convention €16912.5
2013   

Company Detail Amount
Glass Eye Productions EU Presidency video €801.31
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT

2010  

Company Detail Amount
pTools Development of Dept Tao-

iseach sites
€27225

Arekibo Communications Development of Merrion-
street.ie

€26771.25

2011  

Company Detail Amount
Arekibo Communications Website development Mer-

rionstreet.ie
€8433.65

2012  

Company Detail Amount
Bluebloc Development of Stability 

Treaty site
€7964.87

MM Motion Design Development of Stability 
Treaty site

€4920

Terminal Four Ltd Development of EU Presi-
dency site

€232406.62

2013   
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Company Detail Amount
Terminal Four Ltd Development of EU Presi-

dency site
€4367.89

2014  

Company Detail Amount
pTools Development of Dept. Tao-

iseach sites
€24354

pTools Development of Allabout-
jobs section on Merrion-
street.ie

€4059

Escher Group (IRL) Development of Convention 
on the Constitution site

€6150

2015   

Company Detail Amount
pTools Development of Dept. Tao-

iseach sites
€13530

2016   

Company Detail Amount

pTools Development of Citizens’ 
Assembly site

€22004.70

pTools Development of Dept. Tao-
iseach sites

€6765

National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO)

2010 NESC (National Economic & Social Council)

PHOTOGRAPHY  

Company Detail Amount
Tommy Clancy Photog-

raphy
NESC €477.95

ADVERTISING  

Company Detail Amount
ActiveLink Website An event for one of NES-

DO’s constituent bodies
€90

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT  

Company Detail Amount
Dara Creative NESC website €19723
2015 NESC (National Economic & Social Council)

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT

Company Detail Amount
Fusio NESC Website €13671.45
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14/02/2017WRB02900Job Creation Data

14/02/2017WRB0300082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the total number of jobs created here 
in the past five and a half years. [6640/17]

14/02/2017WRB03100Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
exact information requested by the Deputy is not available.  The Quarterly National Household 
Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of employment in the State.  The most recent 
figures available are for Q3 2016. 

Table 1a shows the number of persons aged 15 years and over in employment in Q3 of each 
year from 2010 to 2016.

Table 1b shows the annual change in the numbers of persons aged 15 years and over in em-
ployment in Q3 of each year from 2011 to 2016. 

As Table 1a shows the overall stock of persons employed at given points in time, the annual 
changes which are calculated using these stock figures depend both on the number of jobs lost 
and jobs created over the period in question.  The QNHS does not record whether a job is newly 
created.

Table 1a Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO), Q3 2010- Q3 2016

 ‘000

Q3 10 Q3 11 Q3 12 Q3 13 Q3 14 Q3 15 Q3 16
In 

employ-
ment

1,886.1 1,845.6 1,841.3 1,899.3 1,926.9 1,983.0 2,040.5

Table 1b Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO), Q3 2011- Q3 2016 - An-
nual change

 ‘000   

Q3 11 Q3 12 Q3 13 Q3 14 Q3 15 Q3 16
In employ-
ment

-40.4 -4.3 58.0 27.7 56.0 57.5

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.

Reference period: Q3=July-September.

14/02/2017WRB03200Ministerial Staff

14/02/2017WRB0330083. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Taoiseach if each of the Ministers of State in his Depart-
ment has appointed a programme manager and policy adviser; the date for each such appoint-
ment; and the remuneration and expenses allowance respectively for each. [6860/17]

14/02/2017WRB03400The Taoiseach: There are four Ministers of State assigned to my Department:

Regina Doherty, T.D., Government Chief Whip;
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Dara Murphy, T.D., Minister of State for European Affairs, EU Digital Single Market and 
Data Protection;

Paul Kehoe, T.D., Minister of State with responsibility for Defence; and

Joe McHugh, T.D., Minister of State with responsibility for the Diaspora.

The Government Chief Whip has two Special Advisers - one Adviser was appointed with 
effect from 6th May 2016; and a second Adviser was appointed with effect from 3rd October 
2016 due to the expanded role of the Office of the Government Chief Whip in relation to Parlia-
mentary liaison.  The salaries of both Advisers are €87,258 and €79,401 per annum respectively 
and are paid by my Department.

The Minister of State for European Affairs, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection 
has one Special Adviser (whose appointment will be submitted to Government shortly for ap-
proval) with  an annual salary of €64,257.  This salary is paid by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade.

The Minister of State with responsibility for Defence has two Special Advisers, both ap-
pointed with effect from 6th May 2016 and both are paid an annual salary of €79,401 by the 
Department of Defence.

The Minister of State with responsibility for the Diaspora has no Special Advisers.

With regard to expenses, it should be noted that the normal civil service travel and subsis-
tence provisions apply to Special Advisers.

14/02/2017WRB03500Census of Population Data

14/02/2017WRB0360084. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach the total current de facto official popula-
tion, both residential adult and child inhabitants, in the city of Galway as of 31 December 2016; 
and the projected population of Galway city for each of the years 2020, 2030, 2040 and 2050. 
[6870/17]

14/02/2017WRB03700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
detailed results of the 2016 Census of Population, which are due to be published on 6 April 
2017, will include a breakdown of the population by county and age.  The most recent data 
available therefore is based on the 2011 census; these results showed there were 15,821 persons 
aged 18 or under and a further 59,708 persons aged 19 and over enumerated in Galway city 
in our Census 2011 results, giving a total of 75,520 persons.  Census 2016 Preliminary results 
showed there were 79,504 persons in Galway city in April 2016. 

The Central Statistics Office publishes State and regional population projections for the usu-
ally resident population following each Census.  The regional projections are a disaggregation 
of the State totals.  

The latest set of regional projections were published in December 2013 and cover the period 
2016-2031.  The projections are based on assumptions relating to future trends in fertility, mor-
tality and migration.  While the exact breakdowns you require are not available, the following 
table contains projections using the M2F2 assumption for the Western region.  The Western 
region includes Galway City, Galway County, Mayo and Roscommon. 

The M2F2 assumption is based on net outward migration combined with a decline in fertil-
ity in the Western region for the period 2011-2031.
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Under this assumption the population of the Western region is forecast to increase by 15,300  
between 2011-2030.

Projected usually resident population in the Western region (M2F2) by age group and year
Year 0 - 17 years 18 years and over Total
2011 108,900 331,900 440,800
2020 114,100 335,200 449,300
2030 93,700 362,400 456,100

14/02/2017WRB03800Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRB0390085. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Taoiseach the actions his Department is taking to strength-
en against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was temporarily down for several hours after 
a suspected hacking attack. [6888/17]

14/02/2017WRB04000The Taoiseach: My Department is aware of the  NTMA website incident and keeps its secu-
rity safeguards under constant review.  My Department uses industry leading security products 
to protect all its systems and maintains ongoing contact with the Computer Security Incident 
Response Team (CSIRT-IE) in the National Cyber Security Centre.  The  CSIRT-IE provide 
regular guidance and advice relating to current internet security alerts and threats.  Prevention 
and mitigation measures recommended by the CSIRT-IE are reviewed as soon as they are re-
ceived and, where appropriate in my Department’s IT environment, implemented.

14/02/2017WRB04100Data Protection

14/02/2017WRB0420086. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
make concerns regarding the potential effect of President Trump’s executive order (details sup-
plied) on the privacy of Irish and EU citizens’ data known to the US Administration; the steps 
she will take to ensure that the data privacy of Irish persons is protected notwithstanding the 
order; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6720/17]

14/02/2017WRB04300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The po-
sition is that the Data Protection Act 1988, as amended by the Data Protection (Amendment) 
Act 2003, which gives effect to the 1995 EU Data Protection Directive, contains provisions 
which govern the transfer of personal data to third countries, including the US.  Section 11 of 
the 1988 Act, which gives effect to Chapter 4 (Transfer of Personal Data to Third Countries) of 
the Directive, generally prohibits such transfers unless the third country concerned ensures an 
adequate level of data protection.  Article 25 of the 1995 Directive provides that the European 
Commission may, following an examination of the applicable standards and safeguards, adopt a 
decision to the effect that a third country ensures an adequate level of protection by reason of its 
domestic law or international commitments that it has entered into.  Member States are required 
to comply with such a decision. 

On 12 July 2016, the European Commission adopted Decision (EU) 2016/1250 on the ad-
equacy of the protection provided by the EU-US Privacy Shield.  This means that the Privacy 
Shield’s data protection standards and safeguards are recognised as adequate for the purposes of 
facilitating transfers of personal data to US organisations which have signed up to it.  Article 4 
of the Decision states that the European Commission will continuously monitor the functioning 
of the EU-US Privacy Shield with a view to assessing whether the United States continues to 
ensure an adequate level of protection of personal data transferred thereunder from the EU to 
organisations in the US.  It also provides for an annual review of its operation.  The importance 
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of ongoing and continuous monitoring is, therefore, fully recognised and the European Com-
mission is required to report to the Member States on any shortcomings or deficiencies that may 
emerge.  Apart from the Privacy Shield, transfers of personal data to the US may take place on 
the basis of standard contractual clauses approved by the European Commission.  The adequacy 
of protection levels afforded by such clauses is currently the subject of proceedings before the 
Irish High Court.

14/02/2017WRB04400Internet Safety

14/02/2017WRB0450087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the ongoing efforts by her Department to counteract internet bullying in respect of children and 
young adults outside of an educational environment; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7443/17]

14/02/2017WRB04600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In Sep-
tember 2016, the Law Reform Commission published its Report on Harmful Communications 
and Digital Safety.  While noting the positive benefits to society of the interconnected digital 
world in which we live, the report also noted the negative aspects and the emerging trend to 
engage in online communications that cause significant harm to others.  The key recommenda-
tions of the report are that:  

- The existing offence of sending threatening or indecent messages should be extended to 
apply to all online communications. 

- The offence of harassment should be extended to include all forms of communication, 
including online or digital communications.

-  A specific offence of stalking should be created. 

-  A new offence should be created of non-consensual distribution of intimate images with 
intent to cause harm or distress (generally referred to as “revenge pornography”). 

- A new offence should be created to address the taking and distribution of intimate images 
without consent, whether or not there is intent to cause harm or distress. 

In December 2016, the Government gave its approval for the drafting of a General Scheme 
of a Bill which would provide for new and amended criminal offences along the lines set out in 
that report.  This Bill will address the criminal law aspects of the Law Reform Commission’s 
report.  The Commission has proposed extending some existing offences and creating some 
new criminal offences.  

The precise formulation of the offences will be subject to review and potential variation 
during the drafting of the General Scheme.

By way of providing the public with tools to deal with the ever evolving world of online 
communications, the Office for Internet Safety in my Department has a booklet aimed at par-
ents and dealing specifically with the issue of cyberbullying.  The booklet gives information on 
such matters as prevention and key advice for children, young people and parents.  These infor-
mation resources are made available free of charge on the Office for Internet Safety website as 
well as in hard copy on request. 

14/02/2017WRB04700Garda Reports
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14/02/2017WRB0480088. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 101 of 24 January 2017, if, as part of the report she has requested 
from the Garda Commissioner, she has a review of whether any person was convicted of any 
crime here on the basis of evidence provided by a member of the UK’s special demonstrations 
squad. [6687/17]

14/02/2017WRB0490089. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 101 of 24 January 2017, if, as part of the report she has requested 
from the Garda Commissioner, she has ordered a review of all operations of members of the 
UK’s special demonstrations squad here since the squad was formed in 1968. [6688/17]

14/02/2017WRB05000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 88 and 89 together.

When concerns were raised in 2011 with regard to allegations about the conduct of a UK po-
lice officer operating undercover in Ireland, my predecessor sought a report from An Garda Sío-
chána.  The report from the then Garda Commissioner was received in March 2011 and made 
it clear that there was no evidence that the individual in question was involved in any criminal 
activities here.  The report also outlined the position in respect of the basis on which co-opera-
tion from police services in other jurisdictions might be sought in special circumstances relat-
ing to the presence in this State of persons with a record of violence whose identities would be 
unknown to the Garda Authorities and who might seek to foment or shape violent protest here 
or to engage in other criminal activities in the State.  The report also emphasised the need for 
confidentiality in respect of any such arrangements that might be put in place.

In the light of developments which have taken place outside this jurisdiction since these 
matters first came to light, including the establishment in 2015 by the UK Government of an 
inquiry into undercover policing in England and Wales since 1968 (the Pitchford Inquiry), I 
requested a fresh report from the Garda Commissioner on any issues arising.  In seeking that 
report, I have not sought to circumscribe in any way the information which the Garda Com-
missioner would provide.  I have been informed by the Garda Authorities that they have met 
with their counterparts in the London Metropolitan Police Service and will remain in ongoing 
contact with them in respect of this issue.

As I have stated to the House previously, I will fully consider this report when it is available, 
including the issue of whether it may be suitable for publication.

My colleague Minister Flanagan met with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland yester-
day and, as part of their wider discussions, raised with him concerns that have been expressed 
in this House on matters relating to the Pitchford Inquiry.  The Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland agreed to convey those concerns to the Home Secretary.

14/02/2017WRB05100Garda Recruitment

14/02/2017WRB0520090. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if there 
are any exceptions to the upper age limit for a person wanting to apply to An Garda Síochána; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6690/17]

14/02/2017WRB05300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Recruit-
ment competitions for full time members of An Garda Síochána are open to all who meet the 
eligibility criteria set out in the Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 
2013. 
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Regulation 4 (a) specifies that the age at which a person may apply to join An Garda Sío-
chána as a full time member is not more than 35 years. 

This upper age limit of 35 was set having regard to equality legislation and also took into 
account the following criteria:

(1) the cost of training and the need for recruits to serve for a sufficient period of time as full 
members of the service to recoup this cost,

(2) the operational requirements of the service in terms of having an age profile appropriate 
to the physical demands placed on members in the course of their duty. 

Regulation 11 allows the Commissioner, with the consent of the Minister, to appoint and 
enrol a person as a member of An Garda Síochána without regard to the requirements of the 
2013 Regulations.  However, this exception is rarely used and is limited to where the Commis-
sioner is satisfied that a person has special aptitudes, knowledge, skills or technical qualifica-
tions which justify their appointment and enrolment as a member of An Garda Síochána.  The 
person must also be of good character, in good health and of sound constitution and be suited 
physically and mentally to perform the duties to which they will be assigned. 

14/02/2017WRB05400Citizenship Applications

14/02/2017WRB0550091. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of an application for citizenship by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6697/17]

14/02/2017WRB05600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
processing of the application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the 
Deputy is ongoing and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/02/2017WRB05700Garda Procedures

14/02/2017WRB0580092. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
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current policy for gardaí when called to domestic incidents by a family member whereby the 
incident involves a child or young adult with mental health and behavioural issues such as 
adult ADHD and high anxiety; and the specific training gardaí receive for dealing with such 
incidents. [6726/17]

14/02/2017WRB05900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have no 
direct role in the matters raised by the Deputy which fall under the remit of the Garda Commis-
sioner.  I have requested the specific information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner 
and I will write to the Deputy on receipt of same.

14/02/2017WRB06000Traveller Community

14/02/2017WRB0610093. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will report on the work on recognition of the Traveller community’s ethnicity; the expected 
timeframe for recognition of ethnicity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6733/17]

14/02/2017WRB06200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As I have indicated previously, the question of recognition of Travellers as an ethnic group in 
Ireland is being considered  in the context of the development of the National Traveller and 
Roma Inclusion Strategy.

In September 2015, my predecessor brought a paper to the Cabinet Sub-Committee on So-
cial Policy on the question of recognising Travellers as a distinct ethnic group within Irish so-
ciety.  This followed a process of dialogue with the national level Traveller NGOs during 2015 
which culminated in the presentation of an agreed position paper by them and confirmation that 
there are no legal or expenditure implications arising from such recognition.  The key point is 
that recognition of the distinct heritage, culture and identity of Travellers and their special place 
in Irish society would be hugely important to Traveller pride, to Traveller self-esteem and to 
overcoming the legacy of marginalisation and discrimination that the community has experi-
enced.

I have had a long standing interest in this area, most notably through my chairing of the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality when it produced its report on 
the Recognition of Traveller Ethnicity (April 2014).  I made a presentation to the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Social Policy and Public Service Reform in relation to this issue in December 2016 
following which an invitation was extended to Traveller representatives to meet that Cabinet 
Committee to further these discussions; that latter meeting took place on 06 February 2017 
and further engagement at this level is planned.  My officials and I are continuing to work to 
advance this matter.

14/02/2017WRB06300Domestic Violence Incidence

14/02/2017WRB0640094. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will report on the statistics on domestic violence; her views on whether there is under-reporting 
of the figures here in view of the figures in Northern Ireland; her further views on whether there 
is a need to change a culture in An Garda Síochána on the accurate recording of domestic vio-
lence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6734/17]

14/02/2017WRB06500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by An Garda Síochána that there is no generally-accepted international standard classifi-
cation for the recording of incidents concerning domestic violence/abuse, or for the definition 
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of such incidents. 

The recording of incidents relating to domestic abuse is being closely monitored by the 
Garda National Protective Services Bureau to ensure: 

-  a uniform approach is maintained in the recording and investigation of such incidents

-  that records accurately reflect such violence/abuse; and 

-  that victims receive appropriate supports from members of An Garda Síochána, in the 
monitoring, managing and investigation of such incidents and from other state and  non-gov-
ernmental organisations within the community.

Since the publication of the Garda Inspectorate Report on Crime Investigation, in Novem-
ber 2014, the Central Statistics Office (CSO) has been providing strong support for measures 
to improve the quality of crime figures.  The CSO is chairing an Expert Group which is con-
sidering the Inspectorate’s recommendations on crime statistics, including an examination of 
the crime counting rules.  I understand that the Expert Group is due to provide a report in the 
coming weeks, which will be published. 

Work to address the full range of the Garda Inspectorate’s recommendations, including in 
relation to data quality is ongoing and is supported by very large investments totalling €330 
million from 2016-2021 for Garda technology and systems, including €250 million under the 
Capital Plan. 

Significant work is underway to improve the collection of data relating to the recording of 
domestic violence.  While progress has been made, further incremental improvements will oc-
cur over time, resulting in the delivery of far more robust data to support An Garda Síochána in 
analysing and improving their service to victims of domestic violence.

14/02/2017WRB06600Prison Drug Treatment Services

14/02/2017WRB0670095. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her plans 
for immediate treatment for prisoners who have drug or alcohol problems as a key means of re-
ducing recidivism in view of the fact that two thirds of prisoners have such problems. [6772/17]

14/02/2017WRB06800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
been advised by the Irish Prison Service that any prisoner who enters the custody of the Irish 
Prison Services while presenting with addiction issues has access to addiction services, and is 
actively encouraged to engage with those services. 

The Irish Prison Service has confirmed that the treatments available are based on the princi-
ples of best practice, and are similar to those available in the community setting.  This includes 
access to harm reduction methods, detoxification, stabilisation, and opiate replacement thera-
pies.  These interventions are based on a multi-professional approach to ensure that the prison-
ers motivation, commitment and likelihood of success are always at the centre of planned care. 

The Irish Prison Service has advised that the healthcare team which delivers these treat-
ments include, inter alia, GP Specialist Addiction services, Consultant Addiction psychiatrist, 
specialist addiction nurses, addiction counsellors, addiction links workers, pharmacists, pri-
mary care GPs, and prison nurses.

The Irish Prison Service also works very closely with the Probation Service, community, 
voluntary, and statutory agencies to maintain a pathway of care ensuring supports remain in 
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place for prisoners on their release from custody.

All prisoners have access to group and individual counselling services where they can ad-
dress their own personal requirements, and specific support arrangements can be put in place 
and implemented during the prisoners period in custody.  The person in custody can also benefit 
from peer support groups, music therapy, and a nine week psycho-social based programme 
similar to community residential treatment services, which assists the person in remaining drug 
free.

The Irish Prison Service, and the Probation Service are considering the recommendations 
of an independent evaluation of the addiction and drugs services in prisons, and are developing 
an Action Plan for those services based on the evaluation undertaken.  The Action Plan will 
be informed by the recommendations of best practice from the National Drugs Rehabilitation 
Implementation Committee, and the National Drugs Strategy which is under review at present.

14/02/2017WRC00200Garda Investigations

14/02/2017WRC0030096. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
or her Department has requested a report from the An Garda Síochána on allegations of rape, 
sexual and physical assault made by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6775/17]

14/02/2017WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can as-
sure the Deputy that I am very conscious of the seriousness of the matters raised in this case 
and I am mindful of the considerable distress experienced by the person in question over an 
extended period.

I understand that the complaints related firstly to an assault which occurred in 2006, and for 
which a person was charged and convicted.  Very serious complaints relating to the assault inci-
dent in 2006 were brought to my attention late in 2014.  An Garda Síochána has since conducted 
a detailed investigation of the matters raised.  Following the submission of an investigation file 
to the Director of Public Prosecutions, (DPP) in 2016 a decision was taken not to initiate a fur-
ther prosecution in this matter.  

I am further advised that additional complaints made by the same person were referred by 
the Garda Commissioner to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC).  GSOC 
subsequently submitted a file to the DPP who directed that there be no prosecution in relation 
to these additional complaints.  However, I understand that the consideration by GSOC of some 
aspects of the case is ongoing.

As the Deputy will appreciate, GSOC is the independent body charged with the investiga-
tion of complaints against members of An Garda Síochána, and it would not therefore be ap-
propriate for me to make any further comment on these matters at this time.

14/02/2017WRC00500Periodic Payment Orders

14/02/2017WRC0060097. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the rea-
son the decision was taken to index link periodic payments in catastrophic injury cases to the 
consumer price index, CPI, in the Civil Liability (Amendment) Bill 2017, in view of the fact 
that the report of the working group on medical negligence in 2010 recommended the use of a 
specialised index, linked to care costs, which are inadequately captured by the CPI; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter. [6842/17]

14/02/2017WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, the Working Group on Medical Negligence and Periodic Payments recom-
mended the introduction of a dedicated index to apply to periodic payments orders (PPOs) 
which would allow periodic payments to be index-linked to the levels of earnings of treatment 
and care personnel and to changes in costs of medical and assistive aids and appliances.

However, an actuarial study of PPOs commissioned by the State Claims Agency concluded 
that, in respect of indexation of PPOs, an index in the form suggested by the Working Group on 
Medical Negligence and Periodic Payments could prove to be volatile given the small sample 
size available in Ireland.  The study suggested that, instead, a broader based index should be 
used to reduce volatility and provide certainty with regard to payments under a PPO to cata-
strophically injured persons.

The issue of indexation of PPOs was considered in detail by an Inter-Departmental Work-
ing Group on Legislation on Periodic Payments Orders, which was established to examine the 
technical aspects of introducing PPOs.  The Working Group was of the view that the index 
specified in the legislation should provide as much certainty as possible for defendants in terms 
of projected increases in their financial liabilities, should not lead to an unacceptable degree of 
statistical fluctuation, should not be unduly volatile and should take account of the type of costs 
incurred by claimants and the changes to those costs over time.  A number of different options 
were considered by the Working Group which concluded that, to meet the criteria set out above, 
an index based on the Irish Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP), and not the Con-
sumer Price Index, as suggested by the Deputy, should be the initial index specified in the Bill.  

Section 2 of the Civil Liability (Amendment) Bill 2017 provides for the insertion of a new 
Part IVB (sections 51H to 51O) into the Civil Liability Act 1962 to give the courts power to 
award damages by way of periodic payments orders in catastrophic personal injury cases.  The 
new section 51L deals with the issue of indexation of periodic payments.  The section provides 
for the annual adjustment of a payment under a PPO in line with the prevailing rate under the 
Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that section 51L will also require the Minister for 
Justice and Equality, not less than 5 years after the commencement of the new Part IVB, to carry 
out an initial review of the application of the HICP to determine its suitability for the purposes 
of the annual adjustment of the amount of payments provided for under PPOs.  If, following 
the review, an alternative index is considered to be more suitable for the purposes of PPOs, the 
Minister for Justice and Equality may, with the consent of the Minister for Finance, make regu-
lations specifying an alternative index to be used in adjusting payments under PPOs.  Section 
51L also provides for further reviews of the suitability of the index at 5-yearly intervals.

14/02/2017WRC00800Student Visas Administration

14/02/2017WRC0090098. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if the third 
level graduate scheme has been extended to 24 months as stated on the Education Ireland web-
site; if so, the date that this will come into effect; if it applies to persons currently or previously 
granted 12 months permission under the scheme; and when the details of the scheme will be 
made available on the INIS website. [6845/17]

14/02/2017WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 2016 
to 2020 International Education Strategy - Irish Educated Globally Connected - launched by 
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my colleague the Minister for Education and Skills in October 2016 includes a recommendation 
that “The current 12 months stay back permission for international students will be amended to 
further incentivise high performing students to come to Ireland and remain on after their stud-
ies, to meet the present skills and language needs identified by business”.

Both my Department and the Department of Education and Skills are at an advanced stage 
of discussing the modalities of the ‘stay back permission’ which is more properly referred to as 
the Third Level Graduate Scheme.  While both Departments are agreed that the Scheme should 
be extended to twenty four months for graduates at level 9 and above of the National Frame-
work of Qualifications, the finer details of the Scheme are being finalised, to ensure clarity to 
those who will seek admission to it.  I expect that a joint statement setting out the parameters of 
the new scheme will be issued by both Departments at the conclusion of these discussions and 
it is anticipated that all the necessary arrangements will be in place for the graduating classes of 
2017, who will be the first beneficiaries.

14/02/2017WRC01100Leave to Remain

14/02/2017WRC0120099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will facilitate extra time to allow persons (details supplied) to apply for leave to remain; the 
correct procedure to be followed when making such an application in this instance; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [6846/17]

14/02/2017WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
been informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that it is asserted that this person and their spouse arrived in the State in 2005 and 2006 respec-
tively.  They registered as students in the State for the first time in 2011 and 2007 respectively 
and their last permission expired in 2014 and 2013 respectively.

This couple made an application for a Change of Status on 11 February 2015 and this ap-
plication was refused on 18 April 2016.  Further requests were received from their legal repre-
sentative in June 2016 and this request will be dealt with in due course.

In addition, I understand that INIS is examining the implications of the recent judgment in 
Luximon case.  In the event that any additional information or clarification is required from the 
persons concerned then INIS will write to them to advise them as to what other information 
may be required.  However, in the meantime, it can be taken that the persons’ application will 
not be determined in accordance with the procedures which applied heretofore.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been established for this purpose.  
This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to 
seek information by way of Parliamentary Question process.  The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

14/02/2017WRC01400Asylum Applications

14/02/2017WRC01500100. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
audit undertaken to assess the skill or educational levels obtained by asylum seekers and refu-
gees in their home country prior to registering for asylum and residency status; if she will 
provide such skills data if available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6869/17]



Questions - Written Answers

188

14/02/2017WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I under-
stand that the Deputy is enquiring as to whether a skills audit is carried out in respect of those 
protection applicants in the direct provision system at the time when they apply for protection 
in the State. 

The procedure involved when a protection application is set down in national legislation 
in accordance with best international standards and is aimed at establishing whether an appli-
cant is entitled to international protection or not.  Accordingly, the type of audit referred to by 
the Deputy does not form part of the procedure.  The Deputy should be aware however, that 
international protection applicants who, following the application process, are granted refugee 
status, are supported in various ways by my Department, and other Departments and State 
Agencies, in terms of integrating into the community.  In this regard those who are granted 
refugee or subsidiary protection status or permission to remain in Ireland are provided with a 
comprehensive guide to living independently and can avail of information sessions organised in 
direct provision centres with the support of the Citizens Information Service. 

Notwithstanding the above, the Deputy will be aware that the provision of education ser-
vices is not a function of my Department.

14/02/2017WRC01700Legislative Programme

14/02/2017WRC01800101. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the reason for the delay in publishing the Gambling Control Bill; when it will be published; 
the anticipated date it will be signed into law; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6871/17]

14/02/2017WRC01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The General Scheme of the Gambling Control Bill was published in July 2013 following ap-
proval by the Government and is currently in drafting by the Office of the Parliamentary Coun-
sel.  The Bill, as proposed, will update all existing laws on the regulation of gambling, including 
betting and gaming but excluding the National Lottery.  It will provide for the licensing of all 
forms of on-line gambling.

It is the intention to proceed with this legislation at the earliest opportunity.  In support of 
these efforts the Government has delegated powers of the Minister for Justice and Equality un-
der the gaming and lotteries legislation to me as Minister of State.

As the Deputy will recall, the General Scheme was referred to what was at the time the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality for consideration and observa-
tions.  The Joint Committee received 29 submissions and held public hearings following which 
it issued a report on 6 November 2013 which contained 8 conclusions and was laid before the 
Houses.

The 2013 General Scheme provides for the conferring of responsibility for all regulatory 
matters in this area on the Minister for Justice and Equality, including licensing, inspections 
and prosecutions, and it envisages that these functions would be carried out by a body located 
within the Department of Justice and Equality.  The General Scheme also provides for a dedi-
cated inspectorate to ensure compliance by licence holders with the terms of their licences and 
with the new legislation generally.

The Gambling Control Bill will have consumer protection generally as one of its core prin-
ciples, and it is envisaged that it will include several measures aimed at the protection of vul-
nerable persons, including children, from risks to their well-being arising from gambling.  The 
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2013 Scheme includes measures that will require licence holders to act in a socially responsible 
way.  These measures include controls on advertising, promotions and sponsorship.

Pending the bringing forward of the main Bill, which is a major undertaking, I have also 
asked my Department to examine whether there are any individual pressing areas of concern, 
intended to be dealt with in the Bill, which could be dealt with early this year by separate legis-
lative measures.  A number of such measures are, therefore, under active consideration and will 
be included in the Scheme of the forthcoming Courts and Civil Law Miscellaneous Provisions 
Bill which is, under the Government Legislation Programme, to be submitted for legislative 
scrutiny early this year.  This initial approach will, as I have indicated, be augmented by the 
completion of the more complex work on the main Bill for Government approval and publica-
tion in due course.

I and officials of my Department are continuing to consult with relevant stake-holders, in-
cluding those with experience in dealing with persons for whom gambling has become a prob-
lem and, as I have outlined, I intend to move forward as quickly as possible with the appropriate 
legislation.

14/02/2017WRC02000Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRC02100102. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the ac-
tions her Department is taking to strengthen against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was 
temporarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6885/17]

14/02/2017WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My De-
partment’s ICT Division is working on an ongoing basis to ensure that the Department has 
multiple layers of state of the art technologies protecting its data and infrastructure and ensur-
ing their integrity, confidentiality and availability.  This approach, which has been validated 
by leading independent ICT security experts, involves regular liaison with the National Cyber 
Security Centre and its incident response team (the CSIRT-IE) to identify any potential weak-
nesses and take appropriate mitigating actions as and when required.

14/02/2017WRC02300EU Issues

14/02/2017WRC02400103. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of the EU ESTA proposal; if she has discussed it with her UK counterpart; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [6917/17]

14/02/2017WRC02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A propos-
al to establish a European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) and amend 
several impacted EU Regulations was put forward by the European Commission on 16 Novem-
ber 2016.  The proposal is under examination in the relevant EU working party.  

An exchange of views on this proposal has taken place among Ministers of the EU member 
States at JHA Council level.  However, it should be noted that the proposal builds upon the 
measures in the Schengen acquis that concern the crossing of borders and in which Ireland (and 
the UK) do not participate.  Therefore, Ireland (along with the UK) are not taking part in the 
adoption of this Regulation and are not bound by it or subject to its application.
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14/02/2017WRC02600Road Traffic Offences

14/02/2017WRC02700104. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she will provide an update on the mutual recognition of penalty points between the State and 
Northern Ireland; the procedures she has in place to deal with road traffic offences committed 
here by drivers from Northern Ireland in view of Article 50 being triggered to enable a Brexit 
to occur; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6942/17]

14/02/2017WRC02800107. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the date on which there will be an establishment of mutual recognition of penalty points 
between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7083/17]

14/02/2017WRC02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 104 and 107 together.

I am informed that discussions commenced in 2012 between officials North and South re-
garding the possible establishment of a Mutual Recognition of Penalty Points Agreement be-
tween the two jurisdictions.  I understand that there is currently no agreed international or 
multilateral framework for such mutual recognition and no successful known precedent in place 
elsewhere between two or more jurisdictions. 

Since late 2013, the main identified obstacle to the project is the service of summonses on 
individuals residing in Northern Ireland in relation to road traffic offences which occurred in 
this jurisdiction.  Ensuring a summons can be served in another jurisdiction and accepted as 
properly effected when the case arrives at a court hearing is central to the success of the project.  

The process for issuing summonses relating to unpaid Fixed Charge Notices (FCNs) for 
road traffic offences in this jurisdiction involves the Garda Síochána’s Fixed Charge Process-
ing Office forwarding an electronic file of unpaid FCNs to the Courts Service in order that the 
Courts Service can generate these summonses.  As such, summonses relating to road traffic of-
fences in this jurisdiction are not issued judicially but rather are generated by the Courts Service 
on an administrative basis in keeping with automated nature of the Fixed Charge Processing 
System (FCPS). 

A number of challenges have been identified, insofar as summons service for individuals 
residing outside this jurisdiction is concerned, with the result that such summons service is cur-
rently incompatible with the FCPS and its administrative relationship with the Courts Service.  
As such, An Garda Síochána is unable to serve summonses on individuals residing in Northern 
Ireland in relation to road traffic offences which occurred in this jurisdiction for the purpose of 
securing the attendance of defendants residing in Northern Ireland at court proceedings in this 
jurisdiction. 

Officials from my Department and An Garda Síochána have met with the Office of the At-
torney General on a number of occasions over the past year to discuss the difficulties encoun-
tered by the Garda Síochána concerning the service of summonses on individuals residing in 
Northern Ireland in relation to road traffic offences which occurred in Ireland and in relation to 
securing the attendance of defendants residing in Northern Ireland at court proceedings in Ire-
land.  My Department has formally requested the Office of the Attorney General to consider the 
issue and challenges in question and to revert with legal advice.  My officials will work closely 
with that Office to progress a legal solution to this important road traffic enforcement matter as 
quickly as possible.

It will be necessary to successfully resolve the considerable challenges in relation to sum-
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mons service before other legislative changes to enable mutual recognition of penalty points 
can be considered further.  The issue of co-operation with the UK on a range of criminal justice 
measures is under active consideration in my Department as part of the preparations for Brexit 
and this issue is one which will fall to be considered as part of that process. 

14/02/2017WRC03000Immigrant Investor Programme Administration

14/02/2017WRC03100105. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
the rules of the start-up entrepreneur programme run by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigra-
tion Service will be changed to allow funding into high technology start-up schemes; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [6964/17]

14/02/2017WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
been informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that the purpose of the Start Up Entrepreneur Programme (STEP), introduced in 2012, is to 
enable non-EEA Nationals and their families who commit to a high potential start up business 
(HPSU) in Ireland.  

All applicants to the STEP programme must secure funding of at least €50,000 in order 
to meet the criteria.  This funding can be from their own resources, a business loan, Business 
Angel/Venture Capital funding or a Grant from an Irish State Agency.  Consequently the pro-
gramme already provides for investment into high tech start up schemes.  Each application 
is considered by the Expert Independent Evaluation Committee who review and evaluate all 
applications under the various strands of the investor programme.  There is no question of a 
person who contributes to the funding of €50,000 under the STEP, other than the entrepreneur 
herself/himself, receiving a residency permission under this programme.

However, as the Deputy may be aware, it is open to non-EEA investors who themselves 
wish to obtain  a residency permission, to consider the Immigrant Investor Programme (IIP), 
which allows investors to acquire a residence permission, on investment of €1 million into an 
approved project.  

14/02/2017WRC03300Legislative Measures

14/02/2017WRC03400106. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
heads of the general scheme of the Bail Bill published in July 2015 that have not been incor-
porated in the Bail (Amendment) Bill 2016, in tabular form; and the reason for their exclusion. 
[7076/17]

14/02/2017WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A com-
prehensive Bill to consolidate the law on bail has been under preparation for some time, with 
the General Scheme approved by the then Government in 2015.  It became clear, however, that 
it would require considerable time for drafting of the Bill to be completed.  The Bail (Amend-
ment) Bill 2016 extracts those sections from the General Scheme which relate to the commit-
ments in the Programme for Government aimed at strengthening our bail system and making 
the law as effective as possible in protecting the public against crimes committed by persons on 
bail.  The larger consolidation Bill can be returned to when other priorities permit. 

The following table sets out the Heads of the General Scheme not included in the Bail 
(Amendment) Bill 2016. 
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Head Reason not included
Head 3 No regulations are necessary in respect of 

the provisions included in the Bill.
Head 4 No repeals required in respect of the provi-

sions included in the Bill.
Heads 5-10, 12, 15, 17, 19-23, 25, 29, 31 
and 38-41

Restate and update existing law, more ap-
propriate to a consolidation Bill. 

Heads 13 and 14 Restate and update existing law in line with 
recent court judgments, more appropriate to 
a consolidation Bill.

Head 24 Restates existing law in respect of the 
release on bail by members of an Garda 
Síochána and provides for the attachment of 
conditions to such bail. The Head does not 
relate to commitments in the Programme for 
Government but may be considered again in 
a consolidation Bill.  

Head 26 Places existing law, as specified by the court 
in the O’Callaghan judgment, on a statutory 
footing.  More appropriate to a consolida-
tion Bill.

Head 30 Provides for proof of foreign convictions in 
bail proceedings. Ireland exchanges infor-
mation on convictions with other countries 
based on the EU ECRIS Framework Deci-
sion and common law. A new EU ECRIS 
Directive is under negotiation and it is ad-
visable to await agreement on this Directive 
before proceeding with the Head. 

Head 32 Definitions not necessary in respect of the 
provisions included in the Bill.

Heads 33 and 34 Provide statutory guidance to courts in the 
exercise of existing powers relating to the 
granting of post conviction bail.  The Heads 
do not relate to commitments in the Pro-
gramme for Government but may be con-
sidered again in a consolidation Bill.    

Head 36 Provides a District Court with the power 
to grant or refuse bail where a sentence 
of imprisonment imposed by that court is 
being appealed to the Circuit Court. The 
Head does not relate to commitments in the 
Programme for Government but may be 
considered again in a consolidation Bill.  
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Head Reason not included
Head 37 Clarifies existing law, as set out by the 

courts, on the circumstances in which the 
Court of Appeal may grant bail. The Head 
does not relate to commitments in the Pro-
gramme for Government but may be con-
sidered again in a consolidation Bill.   

Head 42 Extends existing jurisdiction of the Special 
Criminal Court to grant bail post-convic-
tion.  The Head does not relate to commit-
ments in the Programme for Government 
but may be considered again in a consolida-
tion Bill.  

Head 43 Only required to ensure consistency with 
Head 24 which has not been included in the 
Bill.

  Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 104.

14/02/2017WRC03700Garda Training

14/02/2017WRC03800108. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of gardaí who have been trained to drug test suspected drivers who are impaired by 
narcotics and-or prescribed medicines; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7085/17]

14/02/2017WRC03900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying on and 
managing and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, 
including by arranging for the training of its members and civilian staff and I, as Minister, have 
no direct role in the matter.

As the Deputy will be aware the Road Traffic Act 2016, enacted on 28 December last, 
provides for the introduction of roadside testing for drugs.  My colleague, the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport has responsibility for this legislation and I am advised that his De-
partment is working with key stakeholders, including An Garda Síochána, to introduce the new 
roadside tests for drugs.  It is intended that the provisions of the 2016 Act will be commenced 
at the Easter Bank Holiday weekend.  This will allow time for all stakeholders to prepare for 
the introduction of the tests, and will provide a valuable opportunity to highlight the dangers of 
drug driving over the Bank Holiday weekend.

14/02/2017WRC04000Commissions of Investigation

14/02/2017WRC04100109. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the final costs to the Exchequer of each commission of investigation that has been completed 
to date in her Department, in addition to the estimated costs to date of ongoing commissions of 
investigations. [7145/17]

14/02/2017WRC04200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy is provided in the following table.  
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Name of Commission Costs Note on Costs
Commission of Investiga-
tion into the Fatal Shooting 
by An Garda Síochána of 
Ronan MacLochlainn

€1.153m On 16 May 2016 one per-
son who is identified in the 
Commission’s final report 
brought an application to 
the High Court seeking a 
direction pursuant to Section 
35(1)(b) of the Commissions 
of Investigation Act 2004 
that the report be amended 
before it is submitted to the 
Minister.Final costs of this 
Commission must await the 
decision on the application 
which is before the High 
Court.

Commission of Investigation 
into Certain Matters relative 
to the Cavan/Monaghan Di-
vision of the Garda Síochána

€1.784m Judicial Review proceedings 
have been taken concerning 
the rates for third party legal 
costs for witnesses which 
were agreed for the Com-
mission in accordance with 
Section 23 of the Commis-
sion of Investigation Act 
2004. If this challenge is 
successful, it will involve 
revisiting the  third party 
costs which was paid to the 
witnesses who appeared 
before this Commission. (If 
these proceedings succeed, 
the third party rates for the 
Commission of Investiga-
tion into the Fatal Shooting 
by An Garda Síochána of 
Ronan MacLochlainn may 
also have to be revisited.) 

Commission of Investigation 
into the Dean Lyons Case

€1m Final Costs

Commission of Investigation 
into the Catholic Archdio-
cese of Dublin

€8.789m Final Costs

Commission of Investigation 
into the Death of Mr. Gary 
Douche in Mountjoy Prison

€ 2.3m Final Costs

14/02/2017WRC04300Refugee Resettlement Programme

14/02/2017WRC04400110. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 107 and 108 of 7 February 2017, if the refugees currently in 
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Mosney as part of the relocation strand of the IRPP have been informed that they will be mov-
ing to Ballaghaderreen within the coming weeks. [7178/17]

14/02/2017WRC04500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy is aware, a number of persons are to be temporarily accommodated in the Emer-
gency Reception and Orientation Centre (EROC) to be located in Ballaghaderreen, County 
Roscommon, under the relocation strand of the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP), in 
early March.

It is not intended to move relocated asylum seekers from their EROC accommodation at 
Mosney to the EROC in Ballaghadereen.  Those destined for the new Emergency Reception 
and Orientation Centre (EROC) in Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon will be relocated asylum 
seekers from Greece arriving from this month onwards.  Emergency accommodation is in-
tended to provide relocated asylum seekers with the opportunity to rest, recuperate and slowly 
adjust to life in Ireland while their claim for international protection is processed and housing 
in the community is sourced.  Throughout their stay in the centre their immediate needs will be 
met through mainstream service provision, including healthcare, schooling for children, lan-
guage training and social welfare supports.  During this period officials from my Department 
will also liaise with the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government 
and local authorities nationwide to identify appropriate long-term housing within the commu-
nity.  Persons within this group are expected to receive a grant of international protection under 
the new International Protection Act within a period of 8-12 weeks.

There are currently 39 relocated asylum seekers who arrived into Ireland this week and 
these families are currently residing in Balseskin Reception Centre while they undergo ini-
tial referrals for asylum applications, social protection and medical assessments before being 
moved to their designated Emergency Reception and Orientation Centre in Ballaghaderreen in 
early March.  These families will be joined today by another group of 40 persons who will also 
be initially accommodated in Balseskin Accommodation Centre before they transfer to their 
EROC in Country Roscommon.    

Persons who arrived from Greece in 2016 under the relocation strand of the IRPP and who 
are being temporarily accommodated in Mosney Accommodation Centre will remain there 
while their claim for international protection is processed, or for those already with status, 
while long-term housing in the community is sourced.  While in Mosney, they will receive the 
same services available to residents in all other Emergency Reception and Orientation Centres.

14/02/2017WRC04600Refugee Resettlement Programme

14/02/2017WRC04700111. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 107 and 108 of 7 February 2017, her views on the fact that 
some relocated refugees in Mosney have been there since June 2016, which is a long time to 
acclimatise in view of the fact that these refugees are not provided with the 20 hours a week of 
English lessons or the orientation training available to resettled refugees in Monasterevin and 
Clonea Strand; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7179/17]

14/02/2017WRC04800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I thank the Deputy for raising this important issue.  As the Deputy knows, the Irish Refugee 
Protection Programme (IRPP) was established by Government Decision on 10 September 2015 
as a direct response to the migration crisis that had developed on the southern shores of the 
European Union.  Under this decision a programme office was established in my Department 
to oversee the operational aspects of the programme, which aims to bring in 4,000 vulnerable 
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migrants to Ireland under two different mechanisms, refugee resettlement - operated by the Of-
fice for Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI) - and asylum seeker relocation.

The IRPP deals with all aspects of a migrant’s life from the moment they are selected for re-
location or resettlement to their transportation to Ireland and eventual settlement in the commu-
nities around the state.  As the Deputy is aware, a number of persons are being accommodated 
in the Emergency Reception and Orientation Centre (EROC) located in Mosney Accommoda-
tion Centre under the relocation strand of the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP).

The services being provided to families include education, the services of a General Prac-
titioner, HSE medical screening, and access to the services of the Department of Social Pro-
tection.  A core part of the job of the IRPP is coordination and ensuring appropriate service 
delivery.

The relevant services are provided locally or in some cases are provided at the centre.  The 
mode of service provision is determined on a case by case basis depending on the local situation 
and the individual circumstances of the asylum seekers.

Every effort is made to mainstream services with local populations while not impacting 
on the delivery of local services.  Thus children in Mosney attend local schools and adults are 
provided with English language classes by the local ETB.

The provision of English language supports comes under the remit of the Louth Meath Edu-
cation and Training Board (LMETB).  It is important to note that when engaging with persons 
seeking English language supports, that in the first instance, all applicants once facilitated in the 
application process by trained front line LMETB staff, are then individually assessed, so as to 
identify the nature/extent, if any of their current language levels in English.  This would encom-
pass both written and spoken English.  Once levels have been established, a review is conducted 
to establish the cultural/ethnic backgrounds from which applicants are coming.

This information, alongside the established levels, enables the LMETB to place applicants 
in small but reasonably cohesive groups of similar level.  The Deputy may be aware and it 
is important to note that, alongside presenting with little or no English language proficiency, 
significant numbers of learners in this category also present with no/little literacy capability in 
their mother tongue, thus the level of difficulty in tutoring is somewhat compounded by lack of 
awareness of basic alphabet in either mother tongue or English language.

Based upon many years of experience working with this client group, LMETB management 
have established through analysis of data that the intensive English classes being provided are 
not on their own enough to build proficiency levels with any type of speed.  To address this, 
LMETB introduced a pilot scheme two years ago requiring all adults attending English lan-
guage classes to also attend parallel conversational classes, and this has significantly improved 
the  language ability of adults attending ESOL programmes in centres.

It should be noted that the provision of English language classes in the Mosney centre 
is conducted in partnership with the management authorities of the centre and with whom 
LMETB meet regularly to plan for and discuss the nature and type of provision /facilities to be 
provided on site in the Mosney centre.

The timing of the arrivals played a huge part in the planning and delivery.  The first three 
groups were assessed and placed in classes within a week.  The classes were assigned two 
three hour sessions per week.  However, a group who arrived in to Mosney in November which 
translated into two class groups were assessed on 28 November.  It was agreed that they would 
do conversational English with the Mosney Support team up to Christmas and then commence 
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their classes in January due to the fact that the term had only two weeks left before Christmas.

A further group of 131 people (which translated into 8 class groups) arrived into Ireland on 
16 December and were assessed by LMETB on 9 January.  Due to the large volume of learners 
and the timing (Christmas/New Year period) it was not possible for the LMETB to recruit new 
tutors at such short notice.  Officials of the IRPP discussed this with the LMETB and it was 
agreed that in order to ensure that everyone got some level of English tuition, the classes would 
be offered three hours per week temporarily until new tutors were put in place.

A group who arrived into Mosney in November, which was due to begin classes in January 
did not attend at all, despite a tutor being available to teach them.

The LMETB offered to change the timetable to facilitate anyone who could not attend dur-
ing the daytime.  One of the classes for the most recently arrived group is currently running on 
Wednesday evening.  LMETBs on-site coordinator of services has sent out written reminders, 
has contacted Mosney staff to assist and has now arranged with IRPP officials to have an inter-
preter to help facilitate a meeting with those who have not attended to ascertain why they have 
not attended.

My officials have informed me that the LMETB is currently recruiting ESOL tutors both 
within and outside of the organisation to address the needs of both the Refugee and Asylum 
Seeker population within Mosney.  As well as providing similar supports to those within the 
community, the LMETB Adult Literacy Service (ALS) runs adult learning classes for both asy-
lum seekers and refugees in the Education Centre in the Mosney Reception Centre.  The Adult 
Literacy Service liaises through the Mosney Inter-agency Committee with a number of agen-
cies who support the residents of Mosney.

In relation to the Refugee Resettlement Programme, ALS provides English language train-
ing and orientation training for incoming refugees while resident in Mosney.  LMETB ALS 
liaises specifically with the Irish Refugee Protection Programme and other local agencies to 
ensure that the transition process for those people who have fled war torn countries is managed 
smoothly and humanely.

All of the learners are assessed and their levels are mapped to the QQI levels and the Com-
mon European Framework of Reference (CEFR) for Languages.  CEFR is a guideline used to 
describe achievements of learners of foreign languages across Europe.  Courses are offered at 
beginner A0 level to A2 QQI L3.

An orientation programme is being run to accompany the language training programme and 
it covers a range of areas including essential Information that groups of families would need, 
Geography, Childcare and Safety, Children’s Safety, Road Safety, Common Sign in Ireland, 
The Law in Ireland, Appropriate Dress, Food and Hygiene, Money Management and Services, 
Accommodation and Transport, Education and a module on moving towards independence.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the persons who are accommodated in the EROCs 
in both Monasterevin and Clonea Strand are programme refugees who arrive in Ireland with 
refugee status.  By contrast, the persons accommodated in the EROC located in Mosney (and 
Ballaghaderreen in the near future) are asylum seekers who are relocated from Greece under the 
two EU Council decisions dealing with relocation.  They therefore do not arrive in Ireland with 
refugee status but as asylum seekers whose claim for asylum has yet to be determined.  There 
are therefore some differences in the processes that must be gone through in relation to these 
two groups.  However, it is my view and that of the officials within the IRPP that there should 
be a broadly identical approach taken to language provision as between the two different groups 
and that is something we will be working towards, in conjunction with the relevant ETBs, over 
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the coming weeks.

Finally, I wish to inform the Deputy that it is intended to start settling the earliest cohort of 
relocated persons currently in Mosney, a small number of whom arrived in Ireland in June, in 
the community in the coming weeks.

14/02/2017WRC04900Garda Procedures

14/02/2017WRC05000112. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her views on members of An Garda Síochána passing information held on Garda databases to 
private investigator companies; the procedures and guidelines in place to deal with the issuing 
of licences to operate as a private investigator here; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7187/17]

14/02/2017WRC05100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, the management of information held by An Garda Síochána, including that 
held on its databases, is an operational matter for the Garda Síochána.  Any unauthorised disclo-
sure of information can seriously impede the investigation of an offence and the apprehension 
or prosecution of suspected offenders and can seriously undermine public confidence in the 
ability of the Garda Síochána to carry out its functions.  As an organisation, the Garda Síochána 
takes its responsibility for the control of the information it possesses very seriously. 

I would mention that it is an offence under the Official Secrets Act 1963 for a member of 
the Garda Síochána, as for any public official, to disclose official information without lawful 
authority.  It is also, quite separately, a distinct offence under section 62 of the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 for a member of the Garda Síochána to make an unauthorised disclosure of informa-
tion obtained in the course of duty if the member knows that such disclosure is likely to have a 
harmful effect.  The section sets out a list of instances of harmful effect covered by this offence, 
which includes for example disclosures which result in the publication of personal information 
constituting an unwarranted and serious infringement of a person’s right to privacy.  The pen-
alty for such an offence, upon conviction on indictment, is a term of imprisonment for up to 5 
years and/or a maximum fine of €50,000.

In addition, the Garda Síochána (Discipline) Regulations provide that an unauthorised com-
munication in relation to any information which comes to a member of the Garda Síochána’s 
knowledge in the course of his or her duties constitutes a breach of discipline.  An “unauthor-
ised communication” means any communication other that a communication made in the ex-
ecution of his or her duties or authorised by the Commissioner.

It does not matter whether an unauthorised disclosure to a private investigator or anyone 
else, the provisions above will still apply.

Any member of the public who believes that he or she has been the subject of unauthorised 
disclosure of information by a member of the Garda Síochána may make a complaint to the 
independent Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission, which has extensive powers of inves-
tigation.   

The Private Security Authority, established under the Private Security Services Act 2004 (as 
amended), is the statutory body with responsibility for the licensing and regulation of private 
investigators in the State.  I am informed by the Authority that private investigators applying 
for a licence are required to provide the following standard documentation in support of their 
application: 
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- Completed Application Form 

- Valid Tax Clearance Certificate 

- Completed Garda Vetting Form 

- Evidence of attainment of the required Private Security Authority standard which for Pri-
vate Investigators is PSA 42:2015.

There are currently 129 private investigators licensed by the Authority.

14/02/2017WRC05200Data Protection

14/02/2017WRC05300113. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
data protection breaches by a private investigations company (details supplied) were reported to 
her in 2014; her views on the fact that this company continued to operate as a private investiga-
tor firm, in view of the fact that it was convicted of breaching the Data Protection Acts; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [7188/17]

14/02/2017WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was established under 
Section 9 of the Data Protection Act 1988.  Its statutory functions include the monitoring of 
implementation of data protection law, the investigation of complaints and, where appropriate, 
the taking of legal proceedings in the event of breaches of data protection rules.  The Office 
is statutorily independent in the discharge of its functions and I have no role in relation to the 
processing of complaints.

The Private Security Authority (PSA), established under the Private Security Services Act 
2004 (as amended), is the statutory body with responsibility for the licensing and regulation 
of the private security industry in the State.  The criteria for the grant, refusal and suspension 
of licenses by the Authority are set out in Part 3 of the Act and the provisions for appeal of the 
Authority’s decisions are set out in Part 5 of the Act.  The Deputy may wish to note that the Au-
thority has published its criteria for assessing convictions on its website, www.psa.gov.ie.  The 
Authority is also statutorily independent in the discharge of its functions and I have no involve-
ment in its day to day operations.

14/02/2017WRC05500Garda Training

14/02/2017WRC05600114. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number and location of specially designated training stations for Garda recruits which have 
the required training and development structures and resources in place, which include trained 
Garda tutors and access to a permanently appointed supervisory sergeant. [7195/17]

14/02/2017WRC05700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying on and 
managing and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, 
including by arranging for the training of its members and civilian staff and I, as Minister, have 
no direct role in the matter. 

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that all Gardaí recruited since the reopening 
of the Garda College in September 2014 undertake the new 2 year training programme which 
leads to a Bachelor of Arts in Applied Policing and is accredited by the University of Limerick.  
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The programme is the outcome of a comprehensive review of foundation training for entrants 
to An Garda Síochána and exemplifies best practice. 

Phase 1, which lasts 32 weeks, is based in the Garda College and places a strong emphasis 
on problem-based learning where students learn in small groups through engagement with re-
alistic policing scenarios.  This methodology emphasises the development of ‘learning to learn’ 
skills, the development of reflective practice and supports the transition into learning in an op-
erational policing environment. 

Phase 2, which lasts for 65 weeks, is primarily based in Garda stations with appropriate 
training and development structures in place that include access to a trained tutor Garda and a 
permanently appointed supervisory sergeant who is thoroughly familiar with their responsibili-
ties under the training programme.  During the course of their placement, trainees move through 
three development stages from assisting his or her Garda tutor to taking the lead role and being 
assisted by the tutor, to finally the autonomous stage where they are deployed in regular polic-
ing activity and work independently within the operational unit.  Over the course of the place-
ment they also return to the Garda College for a number to weeks to further enhance their skills 
in specialist areas including sexual assault, intelligence –led policing, file preparation and court 
presentation and so on. 

Phase 3 consists of seven weeks of preparation for final exams and assessments.

At the end of Phase 1 successful Garda trainees are attested (i.e. become members of the 
Garda Síochána with full police powers) and are dispersed to Garda stations throughout the 
country, where they are assigned to mainstream policing duties.  To ensure that they are prop-
erly supported and supervised and have opportunities to gain the breadth of policing experience 
required, the Commissioner’s policy is to allocate them to specially designated training stations 
which have the required training and development structures and resources in place, including 
trained Garda tutors and access to a permanently appointed supervisory Sergeant who is thor-
oughly familiar with their responsibilities under the training programme.    

I am informed by the Commissioner that training has been provided to tutor Gardaí and su-
pervisory Sergeants in the 63 designated stations outlined in the following table.  This training 
is provided on an ongoing basis. 

Designated Training Garda Stations
1 Anglesea Street Co  Cork 
2 Ashbourne  Co Meath 
3 Athlone Co. Westmeath 
4 Balbriggan Co Dublin 
5 Ballyfermot  Dublin 
6 Ballymun  Dublin 
7 Bandon Cork 
8 Blackrock Co Dublin 
9 Blanchardstown Dublin 15 
10 Bray Co Wicklow 
11 Bridewell Dublin 8 
12 Carlow 
13 Castlebar Co Mayo
14 Cavan
15 Clondalkin Dublin 
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Designated Training Garda Stations
16 Clonmel Co Tipperary 
17 Clontarf Dublin 
18 Coolock Dublin 
19 Crumlin Dublin 
20 Drogheda Co Louth 
21 Dun Laoghaire Co Dublin 
22 Dundalk Co Louth 
23 Dundrum Dublin 
24 Ennis Co Clare 
25 Enniscorthy Co Wexford 
26 Finglas Dublin 11 
27 Gaillimh
28 Guarranabraher Co Cork 
29 Henry Street Limerick 
30 Irishtown Dublin 
31 Kevin Street Dublin 
32 Kildare
33 Kilkenny
34 Killarney Co Kerry 
35 Kilmainham Dublin 
36 Leixlip Co Kildare
37 Letterkenny Co Donegal 
38 Longford 
39 Lucan Dublin 
40 Mallow Cork 
41 Monaghan
42 Mountjoy Dublin 
43 Mullingar Co Westmeath
44 Naas Co Kildare 
45 Navan Co Meath 
46 Newbridge Co Kildare 
47 Pearse Street Dublin 
48 Portlaoise Co Laois 
49 Raheny Dublin 
50 Rathmines Dublin 
51 Ronanstown Dublin 
52 Roxboro Road Limerick 
53 Santry Dublin 
54 Sligo
55 Store Street Dublin 
56 Sundrive Road Dublin 
57 Swords Co Dublin 
58 Tallaght  Dublin 
59 Thurles Co Tipperary 
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Designated Training Garda Stations
60 Togher Co Cork 
61 Tralee CO Kerry 
62 Waterford
63 Wexford

14/02/2017WRC05800Citizenship Applications

14/02/2017WRC05900115. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of current citizenship applications by year the applications were made, in tabular form. 
[7198/17]

14/02/2017WRC06000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I presume 
the Deputy is referring to applications currently on hand and where the process has not been 
completed. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  While straightforward cases are generally processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time, particularly with regard to establishing whether the condi-
tions for naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence are satisfied.

In many cases delays can arise as further documentation may be required from the applicant 
and/or payment of the certificate fee is awaited, or the applicant has not engaged with the office.  
In some instances delays can arise at the final stage of the naturalisation process, for example 
where information comes to light which requires further investigation.  In other instances the 
applicant may request that a hold be put on their application, for example where they may have 
returned to their country of origin for a prolonged period, to facilitate them in making arrange-
ments to return to reside in the State, or where they have difficulty in obtaining satisfactory 
evidence of their identity or nationality.  

Following a review of outstanding cases carried out in October last year, applicants with 
outstanding applications are being written to informing them that a time limit is being imposed 
to pay the requisite certificate fee (which consists the bulk of cases) or to supply documentation 
which was requested.  Requests for an extension of the deadline were acceded in some instances 
taking account of individual circumstances. 

In cases where no valid reason has been advanced for a delay in fee payment or supply of re-
quested documents, or where the applicant has not responded to correspondence over a lengthy 
period of time, a further submission may be made recommending the refusal of the application 
and closure of the case.  

I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Depart-
ment that the number of current citizenship applications by year the applications were made, are 
as per the following table.  Over 80% of all applications on hand were received either in 2016 
(with the bulk of those in the second half of the year) and this year to date.  
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Year No. Applications
2012 and prior 143
2013 199
2014 442
2015 974
2016 6,813
2017 to date 1,055
Total 9,626

14/02/2017WRC06100Garda Data

14/02/2017WRC06200116. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of incidents of ramming of Garda vehicles over the past ten years; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [7243/17]

14/02/2017WRC06300117. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of incidents of gardaí being injured in incidents of ramming of Garda vehicles over the 
past ten years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7244/17]

14/02/2017WRC06400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 116 and 117 together.

The Deputy is already aware that I consider the deliberate ramming of Garda vehicles to be 
an extremely serious matter insofar as road safety is concerned.  The safety of the members of 
An Garda Síochána and the general public on our roads is of critical importance.  It is essential 
that Gardaí are protected in carrying out their work and that the law reflects and responds to the 
situations in which Gardaí find themselves.

The following table outlines details of the number of incidents reported which involved the 
‘ramming’ of a Garda vehicle from 2010 to date.  Details of the number of incidents prior to 
2010 are not available.

Year Ramming Incidents
2010 74
2011 62
2012 51
2013 64
2014 55
2015 70
2016 82
2017 (Up until 12.2.17) 8
I have requested a Garda report on the number of incidents of Gardaí being injured in in-

cidents of ramming of Garda vehicles over the past ten years and I will make contact with the 
Deputy directly on receipt of this report.

14/02/2017WRD00200Residency Permits

14/02/2017WRD00300118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the current residency status and permission to remain in the case of persons (details supplied); 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7262/17]

14/02/2017WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
persons concerned were refused a residence card, under the provisions of the European Com-
munities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 2015, on 30 January 2017.  The persons’ 
current permission to remain in this State are due to expire on 19 February, 2017.

I am further informed that the individuals concerned were advised by INIS, in writing, that 
they are entitled to request a review of those decisions within 15 working days.  While INIS has 
no record of the submission of review applications in respect of any of the persons concerned 
to date, it remains open to them to avail of the review option.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS by e-mail using Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/02/2017WRD00500Family Reunification Applications

14/02/2017WRD00600119. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the reason the processing of family reunification visa applications can take approximately 12 
months to determine from the date they are received in the Dublin visa office. [7268/17]

14/02/2017WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
time taken to complete “join family” visa applications in the Dublin Visa office is currently 8 
months where the sponsor is a non-EEA national and all necessary information is available to 
the Visa Officer.  This is within the INIS business target time of 6 to 12 months for this type of 
visa application.

Further information on processing times is available on the INIS website at http://www.inis.
gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/Current_Processing_Times.

More generally, the processing time for visas will vary based on a number of factors such 
as the number of applications, the complexity of the applications, whether further information 
or investigation is required, and the resources available.  While every effort is made to process 
such applications as quickly as possible, processing times can inevitably vary.

The central concern, as with all visa services worldwide, in deciding on visa applications 
is to strike an appropriate balance between protecting the country’s vital national interests by 
maintaining an effective immigration regime, while at the same time facilitating travel for those 
who meet the criteria.  Each visa application is therefore decided on its own merits taking all 
factors into account.

14/02/2017WRD00800Court Accommodation Refurbishment

14/02/2017WRD00900120. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of the re-opening of the courthouse in Tipperary town; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7271/17]
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14/02/2017WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the courthouse in Tipperary town was closed in 2010 due 
to it being in very poor condition and consequential health and safety concerns.  Since then 
District Court sittings have been held in accommodation at the Excel Centre in Tipperary town 
while Circuit Court sittings are held at Clonmel, County Tipperary.

The Courts Service has also informed me that it has no plans to return sittings to the court-
house in Tipperary town which is not in its ownership.  The Courts Service has advised that 
it keeps the provision of court services in Tipperary under review, including how the needs of 
court users in Tipperary town and county can best be met into the future.

14/02/2017WRD01100Crime Data

14/02/2017WRD01200121. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of adult disclosure cases which were reported from 2013 to 2016 for each Garda divi-
sion, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7272/17]

14/02/2017WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to this matter and I will contact the 
Deputy directly when the report is to hand.

14/02/2017WRD01400Crime Data

14/02/2017WRD01500122. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of cases in which children were allegedly sexually abused that were reported in each of 
the years 2013 to 2016 by Garda division, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7273/17]

14/02/2017WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Cen-
tral Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, is responsible for the compilation 
and publication of the official recorded crime statistics, and the CSO has established a dedicated 
unit for this purpose.  To be of assistance I have asked the CSO to forward the available statis-
tics in relation to the matters referred to directly to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRD01700Crime Data

14/02/2017WRD01800123. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of files which were sent to the DPP in instances in which children were allegedly sexu-
ally abused for each of the years 2013 to 2016 by Garda division, in tabular form. [7274/17]

14/02/2017WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Cen-
tral Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, is responsible for the compilation 
and publication of the official recorded crime statistics.

The CSO publishes details of recorded crime incidents, detected crimes, relevant proceed-
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ings and convictions, and I have asked the CSO to forward the available information in relation 
to the matters referred to directly to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRD02000Judicial Appointments

14/02/2017WRD02100124. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to make any further appointments to the Judiciary based on the current system of ap-
pointments; the number of current vacancies broken down by category; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [7277/17]

14/02/2017WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that there are currently 3 judicial vacancies in the Courts, as follows:

Court Number of vacancies
Supreme Court 1
Court of Appeal 0
High Court 0
Circuit Court 0
District Court 2*
*A Judge has been nominated by Government to fill one of these vacancies and it is ex-

pected that her appointment will take place by the end of this month.

Judicial appointments are made by the President acting on the advice of the Government.  
Such appointments are dealt with by the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board (JAAB) which 
was established pursuant to the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995.  Under section 16 of the 
Act, where a judicial office stands vacant or before a vacancy in a judicial office arises, the 
Advisory Board submits to me, as Minister for Justice and Equality, the names of the persons 
recommended for appointment.  I then bring the names to Government which decides on the 
person(s) to nominate to the President for appointment.

On 29 November 2016 the Government agreed, in regard to the appointment of judges to the 
District Court, to fill up to four vacancies which were either existing or imminent.  One District 
Court vacancy has already been filled and a second judge is expected to be appointed by the 
end of February.  A further vacancy arose in January with another due to arise next month and 
I understand that the JAAB process in regard to these two positions is underway and the names 
of suitable candidates will be forwarded to me in due course.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government is preparing a Bill to reform the system of 
judicial appointments, and when the new provisions are in force, judicial appointments will 
proceed on the basis of the new procedures.

Until such time, any decision that may be required in relation to the filling of any judicial 
vacancy will have regard to the need to ensure the proper functioning of the system of admin-
istration of justice.

14/02/2017WRD02300Court Accommodation Refurbishment

14/02/2017WRD02400125. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if Wick-
low town courthouse is one of the seven courthouse refurbishment works included under action 
No. 102 of the action plan for rural development over the next two years at a cost of €135 mil-
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lion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7281/17]

14/02/2017WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that Wicklow town courthouse is not one of the seven court-
house redevelopments/refurbishments referred to in action number 102 of the Action Plan for 
Rural Development.  The courthouses being referred to here are Drogheda, Letterkenny, Cork, 
Limerick, Mullingar, Wexford and Waterford which are being developed using the Public Pri-
vate Partnership model.  Construction got underway at all locations in December 2015 and it is 
anticipated that the work at all courthouses will be completed and they will become operational 
during the course of 2017.

The Courts Service has also informed me that a number of years ago they acquired a site 
adjacent to Wicklow town courthouse with the objective of refurbishing and extending the 
existing building.  However, the Courts Service has advised that there are no immediate plans 
to refurbish Wicklow town courthouse but that this matter will be kept under review subject to 
available resources.

14/02/2017WRD02600Probation and Welfare Service Staff

14/02/2017WRD02700126. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of full-time probation officers employed in each individual prison from 2012 to 2016 
and currently employed in each individual prison; if there has been a reduction in staffing levels 
in terms of probation officers between 2010 and 2016; and the number of prisons that currently 
only have one part-time probation officer. [7294/17]

14/02/2017WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy may be aware, the Probation Service is structured into 7 operational regions, 5 geo-
graphical regions and 2 national regions.  The Prisoner, Risk and Resettlement Region is the 
operational region that covers probation work in all prisons nationwide.

In 2010, there were 37 staff (Probation Officers and Senior Probation Officers) in the Pris-
oner, Risk and Resettlement Region.  The staffing levels for the Region from 2012 to 2016 are 
set out in the following table.  The Probation Service is currently appointing Probation Officers 
from a competition held in 2016 to fill a number of vacancies throughout the Probation Service.  
Three new Probation Officers have been appointed to the Region since 1 January 2017, bring-
ing the current staffing level for this Region to 38 staff members (Probation Officers and Senior 
Probation Officers).

End of Year Total Probation Officers*(*including Senior 
Probation Officers)

2012 39
2013 39
2014 39
2015 40
2016 35
2017 (to date) 38
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14/02/2017WRD02900Residency Permits

14/02/2017WRD03000127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the progress to date in the determination of the application for residency status and permission 
to remain as the spouse of an Irish citizen in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7297/17]

14/02/2017WRD03100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person mentioned by the Deputy made an application to INIS at the beginning of February 
2017.

All applications are dealt with in strict chronological order: the current expected processing 
time is approx 12 months.  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may 
be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been estab-
lished for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained 
without the need to seek information by way of Parliamentary Question process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/02/2017WRD03200Garda Stations

14/02/2017WRD03300128. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
there is any update or indication of an advancement or movement in legal negotiations regard-
ing the acquisition of a new site for Bailieborough Garda station; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7329/17]

14/02/2017WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will be aware that the Office of Public Works has primary responsibility for the provision 
and maintenance of Garda accommodation and, as Minister, I have no direct role in relation to 
these matters.

The position remains as outlined in my response to Parliamentary Question No. 194 of 17 
January 2017, wherein I indicated that a site has been identified for the proposed new Garda 
Station and that the OPW is progressing the legal matters relating to the acquisition of the site.

14/02/2017WRD03500Ground Rents

14/02/2017WRD03600129. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 45 of 2 February 2017, if consideration is being given 
to a constitutional amendment pertaining to ground rents; if there are proposals to amend the 
existing statutory framework regarding ground rents; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7418/17]

14/02/2017WRD03700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I in-
dicated in my response to Parliamentary Question No. 45 of 2 February, while I have no im-
mediate plans to implement further measures in relation to ground rents, either by way of con-
stitutional amendment or amendment of the current statutory framework, operation of existing 
ground rents legislation is kept under review by my Department.
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14/02/2017WRD03800Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Administration

14/02/2017WRD03900130. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Finance the measures being put in place 
for the allowance of the retrospective tax deductibility of the non-principal private residence, 
NPPR, in view of the recent High Court decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6669/17]

14/02/2017WRD04000156. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the current position regard-
ing the tax deductibility of the non-principal private residence, NPPR, charge following the 
recent decision of the High Court in this matter; the issues this judgment raises in view of the 
fact that the Revenue Commissioners have previously disallowed the NPPR as a deductible 
expense; if persons affected can now seek revised assessments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7218/17]

14/02/2017WRD04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 130 
and 156 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the High Court decision concerning the 
deductibility against rental profits of the Non Principal Private residence charge (NPPR) has 
been appealed by them to the Court of Appeal.  While that appeal is pending Revenue is not in 
a position to amend assessments or process repayment claims based on the High Court judge-
ment.

Revenue further advises that there is a general right to repayment of tax provided for in Sec-
tion 865 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, where a person has paid an amount of tax which 
is not due.  However that right is subject to a statutory limit of four years from the end of the 
chargeable period to which the claim relates.  That statutory limit is binding on Revenue.  Any 
repayment claims made in relation to this matter that are received within the statutory time lim-
its, as they apply to each year of assessment, will be retained and processed when the outcome 
of the Appeal case is known.

14/02/2017WRD04200Customs and Excise Protocols

14/02/2017WRD04300131. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if he is receiving legal advice 
from officials within his Department regarding possible customs and excise laws after Brexit; 
if this information can be released to inform concerned persons and businesses; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6861/17]

14/02/2017WRD04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The United Kingdom has not yet issued 
formal notification of its intention to leave the EU and it is clear that the discussions that will 
follow that notification will be complex.  The Government’s position is very clear in that we 
want the closest possible trading relationship with the UK.  In that regard a key priority is to 
ensure the continued free flow of trade on the island and the need to avoid a hard border.

I am informed by Revenue that they are engaged in research into the legal and practical im-
plications of a range of scenarios, in order to support Ireland’s stated objectives.  Much of the 
work is hypothetical at this stage, in light of the broad range of possible outcomes.

14/02/2017WRD04500Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

14/02/2017WRD04600132. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance the reason that 
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those who are appealing their denial of disabled driver status must travel to Dublin for a medi-
cal review when this causes undue hardship and stress for the persons, as in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will examine the possibility of rural appellants attending medical 
reviews in HSE centres in their local regions. [6987/17]

14/02/2017WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, a Primary Med-
ical Certificate is required to claim the tax reliefs provided under the Disabled Drivers and 
Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme.  The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant 
local Health Service Executive administrative area makes a professional clinical determination 
as to whether an individual applicant satisfies the medical criteria to receive a Primary Medical 
Certificate.  An unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to 
the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in 
respect of the individual.

Hearings of the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal are held on average twice a 
month at the National Rehabilitation Hospital in Dun Laoghaire, which has the facilities to ca-
ter for people with mobility impairing disabilities of the kind provided for under the Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme.

I am informed by the Medical Board of Appeal that they do hold regional clinics as demand 
arises.  I’m informed that one clinic per year, for the past five years, has been held in Cork 
City.  It is important that the Medical Board of Appeal conducts appeals in the appropriate clini-
cal environment.

The Medical Board of Appeal will consider holding a clinic in other Regional areas if there 
is enough demand to justify the significant costs associated with the travel and locum expenses 
arising from holding a regional clinic and also if a suitable location can be accessed.

14/02/2017WRD04800Property Tax

14/02/2017WRD04900133. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6665/17]

14/02/2017WRD05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Revenue provides a wide range of pay-
ment and phased payment options that allow property owners to meet their Local Property Tax 
(LPT) obligations in a manner that best suits individual circumstances.  One of the available 
phased payment options is Deduction at Source from ten separate payment schemes operated 
by the Department of Social Protection (DSP).

The Deputy should note that deductions are not taken from Jobseekers Benefit or Jobseekers 
Allowance as the temporary and intermittent nature of these benefits could result in shortfalls in 
the amount of LPT deducted leaving property owners with outstanding liabilities at year-end.  
Also, the concept of a de minimis welfare payment from the Department of Social Protection 
(DSP) is enshrined in social welfare legislation and deductions that would have the effect of 
reducing a person’s take-home amount to below the minimum weekly rate of supplementary 
welfare allowance, currently €186 per week, cannot be made.

In cases where LPT cannot be deducted from DSP payments, there are other phased pay-
ment options available to assist property owners in spreading the liability over the course of 
the year.  These options include monthly Direct Debits through banks and certain credit union 
accounts and flexible payments through four approved Payment Service Providers including 
An Post, Payzone, Omnivend and PayPoint.  Each of these service providers applies various 
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transaction charges that are outside of Revenue’s control.

The option to defer payment of LPT is provided for in the LPT legislation including full 
Deferral and Partial Deferral (50%) of LPT liabilities for property owners meeting certain con-
ditions including ‘Income Level’, ‘Hardship’, ‘Personal Insolvency’ and ‘Personal Representa-
tive of a Deceased Person’.  The income threshold for a full deferral is €15,000 (single person) 
per annum and €25,000 (couple) per annum and for a partial deferral is €25,000 (single person) 
per annum or €35,000 (couple) per annum.  These thresholds can also be increased by 80% of 
any gross mortgage interest payments.  However, ‘Deferral’ and ‘Partial Deferral’ are not ex-
emptions and the tax becomes payable at a later date and carries an annual interest rate of 4%.

Any property owners who wish to apply for a ‘Deferral’ or ‘Partial Deferral’, can access 
their records online at www.revenue.ie and amend the payment instruction as required.  Alter-
natively they can contact the LPT Helpline at 1890200255 where an agent will confirm any bal-
ances due and assist with making alternative payment arrangements, including Deferral/Partial 
Deferral as necessary.

14/02/2017WRD05100Tax Collection

14/02/2017WRD05200134. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the status of the European 
Commission’s investigation into overclaim of VAT within the poultry sector; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6682/17]

14/02/2017WRD05300135. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
sioners informed the European Commission in the summer of 2016 that it was investigating 
overclaim of VAT in the poultry sector; if so, if he will provide a copy of that report; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6683/17]

14/02/2017WRD05400157. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of years the 
Revenue Commissioners have been aware of the practice by poultry processors of artificially 
inflating feed prices; if the Revenue Commissioners were ever notified of a feed price increase 
by a processor prior to the processor proceeding with the increase; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7226/17]

14/02/2017WRD05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 134, 
135 and 157 together.

The Deputies will be aware that I made provision in the Finance Act 2016 for the exclusion 
by Ministerial Order of any specified agricultural sector where the business structures or mod-
els employed result in a systematic excess of flat-rate addition payments over input costs borne 
by flat-rate farmers within that sector.

I introduced this measure after Revenue brought to my attention that the interaction of the 
flat rate scheme for farmers and the normal VAT system was being exploited in a particular 
agricultural sector to achieve overcompensation for flat rate farmers on their VAT input costs.  I 
am advised by Revenue that because of their obligation to protect the confidentiality of taxpayer 
information they cannot comment on claims concerning the prices charged by a taxpayer in the 
course of their business.  The Deputies will be well aware that prices are a matter to be agreed 
between buyers and sellers and that many factors influence price levels, including quality, con-
sistency, traceability, etc.

I am advised by Revenue that they responded to a number of questions raised by the Com-
mission on the application of the Flat-Rate Scheme for Farmers in the agricultural sector in 
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Ireland.  I am also advised that Revenue cannot make available a copy of their response to 
the Commission’s questions because of their legal obligation to protect the confidentiality of 
taxpayer information.  Deputy Connolly will appreciate that in certain instances the number of 
taxpayers in a particular sector or sub sector is such that they could be identified in commentary 
relating to that sector or sub sector.

The status of the Commission’s enquiries into this matter is a matter for the Commission 
and I regret that I am unable to assist Deputy Connolly on this point.

14/02/2017WRD05600Mortgage Interest Rates

14/02/2017WRD05700136. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce leg-
islation forcing the banks to lower mortgage interest rates; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6774/17]

14/02/2017WRD05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of standard variable mortgage 
rates is a significant one for this Government and it has made it clear that it is not acceptable for 
lenders to charge excessive rates on such mortgages.  The Programme for a Partnership Gov-
ernment, therefore, set out a number of important and practical measures which can be taken to 
improve the position of variable rate mortgage holders.

Firstly, it wishes to promote competition in the supply of mortgage finance.  To that end, 
our colleague, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, has asked the Competition and 
Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) to work with the Central Bank to set out options 
for Government in terms of market structure, legislation and regulation to lower the cost of se-
cured mortgage lending and to improve the degree of competition and consumer protection.  I 
have been informed that, in line with section 10 (3) of the Competition and Consumer Protec-
tion Act 2014, the CCPC will undertake an exercise which will involve:-

(i) setting out how competition in the mortgage market operates in terms of interest rates 
and mortgage approval with a focus on outcomes in comparator jurisdictions;

(ii) setting out what consumers want and expect in a properly functioning mortgage market;

(iii) identifying gaps where competition or consumer protection is inadequate, including a 
survey of potential new entrants (both traditional and non-traditional) on barriers to entry into 
the Irish mortgage market;

(iv) outlining of options, including their likely benefits and costs, to reduce the cost of se-
cured mortgage lending and to improve competition and consumer protection in terms of mar-
ket structure, legislation and regulation.

In liaison with the Central Bank, the CCPC has now commenced this work and it expects 
that draft options will be available for discussion with stakeholders within the coming months.

Secondly, the Government considers that measures to encourage and promote a greater 
level of switching in the mortgage market would also help boost the level of competition in the 
market for existing mortgages.  In particular, the Programme for Government considers that 
the development of a code of conduct for switching mortgage provider would be a useful and 
practical initiative which would have the potential to deliver savings to many existing mortgage 
holders.  To that end, the Central Bank has commenced a programme of research on this topic 
and the Bank has indicated that the output of this work will be used to inform its consideration 
of the need for any future work in the area of mortgage switching and specifically around the 
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need for a mortgage switching code.

It should also be recognised that the residential mortgage market now has a certain diversity 
and that, in addition to the standard variable rate mortgage product, a range of different mort-
gage products exist, including fixed rate mortgages, loan to value managed variable rate prod-
ucts, trackers and restructured mortgages of various types.

In terms of legislative developments, as the Deputy is aware the Central Bank (Variable 
Rate Mortgages) Bill 2016, having passed second stage in Dáil Éireann, was subsequently 
referred to the Select Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform and Taoiseach.  
However, as this is a Private Members’ Bill, primary responsibility for progressing the Bill 
through the next phase of the legislative process now rests with the Bill’s proposer and the 
Select Committee.

In overall terms, the Government is of the opinion that increased competition rather than 
administrative controls is the best way to ensure that retail lending rates are driven down in a 
sustainable way for the market as a whole but without giving rise to potentially undesirable 
consequences for the provision of new mortgage lending.  This is a policy area that the Gov-
ernment will keep under active review in its ongoing engagement with mortgage lenders and 
in implementing the Programme for Government commitments to help deliver on a long term 
basis better outcomes for all mortgage borrowers.

14/02/2017WRD05900NAMA Debtors

14/02/2017WRD06000137. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 111 of 25 January 2017, the total amount written off in debt for each row in the table; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6783/17]

14/02/2017WRD06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My reply to Question No. 111 of 25 
January 2017 stated that 505 debtor connections with a par debt of €27.3 billion had exited 
NAMA by end-2016.

I am advised that NAMA wrote off a total of €956 million of par debt in respect of these 505 
debtor connections, which is less than 4% of the original par debt of €27.248 billion acquired by 
NAMA relating to these 505 debtor connections.  Annual debt write-off amounts are disclosed 
in NAMA’s Annual Reports.

Debt is written off only in cases where all of a debtor’s underlying assets have been realised 
and there is no further recourse available to NAMA to recover borrowings from the debtor - that 
is, when all avenues to recover borrowings have been exhausted.

It is important to note that not all debt includes personal guarantees or has personal recourse 
and that recourse can be limited to the value of the assets which in many cases is lower than the 
outstanding amount borrowed.

The following table provides a breakdown of the 505 debtor connections that had exited 
NAMA by end-December 2016.  Debtor connections are banded by reference to the percentage 
of par debt repaid.  The table sets out (a) the aggregate amount of par debt at the point of acqui-
sition by NAMA and (b) the aggregate par debt written off by NAMA for each percentage band.

Debtor Connections Exited NAMA
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% of PAR Debt 
Opening Repaid

Count PAR Debt€m PAR Debt Write-Off 
€m

=100% 61 2,892 0
&gt;=90% 13 3,083 164
&gt;=80% 11 695 22
&gt;=70% 23 3,043 165
&gt;=60% 20 919 94
&gt;=50% 31 2,612 210
&gt;=40% 53 2,333 100
&gt;=30% 68 3,113 49
&gt;=20% 82 3,941 90
&gt;=10% 92 3,001 22
&gt;=5% 38 1,372 24
&lt;5% 13 243 16
Total 505 27,248 956
Note: numbers may not sum due to rounding.

14/02/2017WRD06200Living City Initiative

14/02/2017WRD06300138. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of successful 
applications to date in each relevant area under the living city initiative; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6785/17]

14/02/2017WRD06400139. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total cost to date of the 
living city initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6786/17]

14/02/2017WRD06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 138 
and 139 together.

Under the terms of the Living City Initiative, applications are only required to be made to 
the relevant local authority under the residential element of the scheme and this is not a require-
ment for the commercial element of the scheme.  Additionally, the Revenue Commissioners do 
not compile statistics in relation to unsuccessful residential applications.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that based on information received from the 
City and County Councils to date, the number of successful applications received under the 
residential element of the Living City Initiative, per eligible city, is as follows:

City Applications Received
Dublin 24
Cork 13
Limerick 1
Waterford 11
Kilkenny 4
Galway 3

I have also been advised that to date the total number of taxpayers that have claimed relief 
under the Initiative (both residential and commercial) is 12 and the total tax cost is just over 
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€116,000.

14/02/2017WRD06600Tax Code

14/02/2017WRD06700140. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance if there are incentives for land-
owners to lease their grounds to sports clubs on a long-term basis; if not, his plans to introduce 
such measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6802/17]

14/02/2017WRD06800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that there are currently no 
tax incentives for landowners to lease land to sports clubs on a long term basis.  There is a simi-
lar incentive, however, which provides tax relief for certain income from the long term leasing 
of agricultural land under Section 664 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  That tax relief 
has a very specific policy aim of accelerating land mobility and productivity through making 
additional agricultural land available to farmers on a medium to long term basis for husbandry 
purposes.

The Deputy will note that my Department has published guidelines for tax expenditure 
evaluation which need to be considered in relation to any new proposals for tax expenditures.  
Some of the key evaluation questions that need to be addressed as part of such evaluations are:

(i) What objective does the tax expenditure aim to achieve?

(ii) What market failure is being addressed?

(iii) Is a tax expenditure the best approach to address the market failure?

(iv) What economic effect is the tax expenditure likely to have?

(v) How much is it expected to cost?

Having regard to the above questions, my initial view is that it would be difficult to justify 
the provision of a tax relief for the type of land leasing suggested by the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRD06900NAMA Portfolio

14/02/2017WRD07000141. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if the apartments in need of 
remedial work in an area (details supplied) include apartments which completion of same was 
financed by NAMA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6807/17]

14/02/2017WRD07100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that NAMA held 
security over a large number of units within the development to which the Deputy refers.  These 
units were under the management of a receiver appointed by the relevant Participating Institu-
tion prior to NAMA’s acquisition of the related borrowings.

I am further advised that the properties controlled were sold on the open market by the ap-
pointed receiver and that all properties, bar one unit, were sold by end-2014.  The final unit 
was sold in June 2016 by the appointed receiver.

Finally, I am advised that NAMA provided funding, as requested by the receiver, for the 
purpose of carrying out works to ready the units for sale.

NAMA operates a dedicated email service for members of the Oireachtas, oir@nama.ie, 
should the Deputy wish to raise any matter directly with the Agency.  This email is regularly 
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monitored and Deputies will receive a prompt response.

14/02/2017WRE00125European Fund for Strategic Investments

14/02/2017WRE00200142. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the scope that exists to use the 
European Fund for Strategic Investments, EFSI, to increase Exchequer investment in public 
infrastructure by making better use of the flexibility that is built into the Stability and Growth 
Pact, in view of the stated position of the European Commission that it will take a favourable 
position on capital contributions to the fund in the context of its assessment of public finances 
under the pact.  [6808/17]

14/02/2017WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I presume that the Deputy’s reference to 
flexibility under the Stability and Growth Pact is to the “investment clause”, which allows for 
a temporary deviation from the required structural budgetary adjustment for capital investment, 
co-funded by the EU, that increases the potential growth of the economy. 

Use of the clause is subject to strict criteria, the most important of which relates to the 
concept of “bad economic times”.  This is defined as having negative GDP growth or that out-
put is sufficiently below its potential to result in a negative output gap of over 1.5% of GDP.  
Therefore, Ireland is not eligible as GDP growth was strongly positive in 2015 and is forecast, 
in Budget 2017, to remain positive over the outlook horizon at 4.2% in 2016, 3.5% in 2017 and 
3.4% in 2018.  In addition, according to the Commission’s Winter 2017 forecasts the output gap 
is forecast to be positive this year and next.

I want to assure the Deputy that the Government is fully aware of the importance and need 
for capital investment.  In the 2016 Summer Economic Statement, the Government set out 
plans to invest an additional €5.14 billion over the period to 2021.  This increase is reflected 
in the gross voted capital projections.  The outturn for 2016 of €4.24 billion will increase to 
nearly €7.3 billion per annum by 2021.  My colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, is undertaking a capital review this year to ensure that capital spending is fully aligned 
with national economic and social priorities.  This increase in gross voted capital relies to a 
large extent on the capital smoothing feature used in the expenditure benchmark, a flexibility 
built into it to, inter alia, encourage increases in capital formation.  So the Government is mak-
ing use of the flexibility in the Pact. 

At EU level, Ireland supports the European Commission’s €315 billion Investment Plan for 
Europe, which includes the European Fund for Strategic Investment (EFSI). EFSI commenced 
operations in July 2015 from which time it has been possible for any project promoter, either 
public or private, to engage with the European Investment Bank regarding the possibility of 
receiving loans or guarantees under EFSI for particular projects.

Since inception, Ireland has seen the main potential beneficiaries of EFSI as being in the 
private sector including entities such as PPP companies.  In this regard, I am pleased that the 
Department of Health’s Primary Health Care Centres PPP has successfully drawn down EFSI 
funds.  In addition, the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) has successfully en-
gaged with European Financial Instruments such as the COSME and the InnovFin Guarantee 
Programme, both of which are made available under the EFSI SME Window.  These support 
the financing needs of SMEs and aims to ensure that there is an adequate supply of affordable 
and appropriate credit to meet their needs.

President Juncker launched a Commission proposal to extend EFSI both in terms of time 
and financial capacity on 14 September last and Ireland is fully engaged in the discussions to-
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wards securing an agreement that will continue to support investment across the EU including 
in Ireland. 

14/02/2017WRE00350European Fund for Strategic Investments

14/02/2017WRE00400143. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance if the Exchequer or the NTMA 
has contributed towards, or will be contributing towards, the financing of specific projects or 
alternatively, participating via investment platforms under the European Fund for Strategic In-
vestments; and if not, the reasons therefor.  [6809/17]

14/02/2017WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Since the enactment of the European 
Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) Regulation in July 2015, it has been possible for any 
project promoter, either public or private, to engage with the EIB regarding the possibility of 
receiving support for their project in terms of loans or guarantees under EFSI. 

In general, Government Departments have existing relationships with the EIB so it has been 
a matter for each Department concerned to advance projects in coordination with the Govern-
ment’s Capital Plan as overseen by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.  As the Deputy will be aware, approval of Exchequer capital projects, PPP projects 
and borrowing-led investment by semi-states are the policy responsibility of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform and, in this context, he engages with each line Department on 
an ongoing basis to consider and assess projects and the full range of available funding options.  

EFSI is an important additional funding possibility alongside others such as the EIB’s nor-
mal lending, the State’s borrowings through the NTMA and other mechanisms such as PPPs 
and off-balance sheet vehicles.  However it should be remembered that each EFSI loan entered 
into by the State pre-commits funding for the repayment of such loans, and has to be considered 
in the context of the expenditure benchmark under the EU’s fiscal rules.  The answer, therefore, 
is not simply about spending more; it is about matching the most appropriate source of funding 
with investment needs, and ensuring that taxpayers’ money is spent wisely.

Since EFSI’s inception, Ireland has seen the main potential beneficiaries of EFSI as being 
in the private sector including entities such as PPP companies.  In this regard, I am pleased that 
the Department of Health’s Primary Health Care Centres PPP has successfully drawn down 
EFSI funds.  

Also recently announced, the European Investment Bank (EIB) and Ireland Strategic Invest-
ment Fund (ISIF) agreed to support a €112 million investment in privately owned forests across 
Ireland.  This new engagement with Dasos, a specialist forestry investment fund, represents the 
first forestry project in the E.U., to be supported by EFSI.  The ISIF will provide €55 million 
and the EIB, through EFSI, will provide €28.5 million for the scheme.  Additional support is 
expected from other investors as the initiative progresses.  The scheme will seek to address is-
sues faced by small scale forests across the country by working to improve forest management 
and strengthen the supply of wood for commercial use.  The investment will support crucial 
upgrades to Ireland’s forestry infrastructure through the consolidation of its management.

Given my Department and the NTMA have limited capital expenditure, the EFSI SME 
window is of most relevance to my Department.  Through this window, the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) has successfully engaged with European Financial Instruments 
such as the COSME and the InnovFin Guarantee Programmes.  In 2016, the SBCI successfully 
applied for a €100 million guarantee facility under the COSME programme.  The SBCI will use 
this facility to support the delivery of the Agri Cash Flow Support Loan Fund for Farmers as 
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announced in Budget 2017, on behalf of Department of Agriculture Food and  the Marine.  The 
SBCI has also submitted an application for the InnovFin Guarantee Programme and is currently 
engaging with potential partner banks with regard to creating a pilot program for a guaranteed 
loan product.

There is a publicly available list of projects related to Ireland which have been approved for 
EFSI support by the EIB which is available on the EIB website at: http://www.eib.europa.eu/
efsi/efsi-projects/index.htm?c=IE&se.  However, I would ask the Deputy to be aware that this 
list may not reflect Irish private sector project promoters participating in a project that could 
receive funding from EFSI loans/guarantees but which is led or based in another EU Member 
State.

14/02/2017WRE00550Insurance Costs

14/02/2017WRE00600144. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken to regu-
late the providers of car insurance here to combat the excessive premium increases being quot-
ed over the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6810/17]

14/02/2017WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.

However, I do accept that it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise the 
market and deal with factors contributing to the cost of insurance.  Consequently, I established 
the Cost of Insurance Working Group and appointed Minister of State Eoghan Murphy as Chair.  
The Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was finalised in December 2016, approved by Cabi-
net on 10 January 2017, and subsequently published.  It contains 33 recommendations and 71 
actions which are detailed in an action plan contained in the Report with agreed timelines for 
implementation, covering six main themes:

- Protecting the consumer

- Improving data availability 

- Improving the personal injuries claims environment

- Reducing the costs in the claims process

- Reducing insurance fraud and uninsured driving, and

- Promoting road safety and reducing collisions

The recommendations include actions to:

- address the lack of transparency in the claims environment, through the establishment of a 
national claims information database which will be located in the Central Bank;

- provide enhanced guidance in how to determine compensation for personal injuries claims, 
through the establishment of a Personal Injuries Commission;
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- address the increasing level of uninsured driving, through the establishment of a fully 
functioning database which will allow the Gardaí to check insurance compliance through the 
use of technology such as Automatic Number Plate Recognition; and

- address the issue of suspected fraud, through the establishment of a database that will be 
funded by industry but held by an independent body and that will take into account data protec-
tion concerns.

A number of the actions are already underway and I am confident that the report’s 71 actions 
will be implemented by the end of 2018, with 45 due for completion this year.

While there is no silver bullet to reduce the cost of insurance, cooperation and commitment 
between all parties can deliver fairer premiums for consumers without unnecessary delay.  This 
will lead to greater stability in the pricing of motor insurance and will help prevent the volatility 
that we have seen in the market in the past.  It should also better facilitate potential new entrants 
to the market.

The Working Group will continue to meet in 2017 as the project enters its implementation 
phase.

14/02/2017WRE00750Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRE00800145. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance the actions his Department is tak-
ing to defend against cyber attacks after the National Treasury Management Agency, NTMA, 
website was temporarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6881/17]

14/02/2017WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy, I wish to 
advise that ICT services to the Department of Finance are provided by the Office of the Gov-
ernment Chief Information Officer (OGCIO) under the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform.  On behalf of my Department, the OGCIO implements a multi-layered approach to cy-
ber security and to protecting ICT systems, infrastructures, and services.  The threat landscape 
is constantly evolving and significant effort is expended to continually enhance and strengthen 
ICT security to mitigate against emerging threats, risks, vulnerabilities and cybersecurity issues.  
In addition to deploying intrusion protection systems, software vulnerabilities are managed by 
maintaining up-to-date versions.  OGCIO also continues to work closely with the National Cy-
ber Security Centre (NCSC).  The NCSC is a division of the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action & Environment and encompasses the State’s national/governmental Computer 
Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT-IE).

14/02/2017WRE00950Insurance Costs

14/02/2017WRE01000146. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Finance when the recommendations of a 
working group (details supplied) will be complete; the agreed timelimes; if they will be deliv-
ered within those timelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6950/17]

14/02/2017WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
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framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products. 

However, I do accept that it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise 
the market and deal with factors contributing to the cost of insurance.  Consequently, I estab-
lished the Cost of Insurance Working Group and appointed Minister of State Eoghan Murphy as 
Chair.  The Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was finalised in December 2016, approved 
by Cabinet on 10 January 2017, and subsequently published.  It contains 33 recommendations 
and 71 actions which are detailed in an action plan contained in the Report with agreed time-
lines for implementation.  Work on carrying out these recommendations is underway and I am 
confident that the report’s 71 action points will be implemented by the end of 2018, with 45 due 
for completion this year.  The Working Group continues to meet regularly and will report on a 
quarterly basis detailing its progress.

With regard to the taxi sector in particular, I am aware that it made representations to my 
Department and the Cost of Insurance Working Group and these were taken into consideration 
during the review.  The position of the taxi sector, which serves a social as well as an eco-
nomic purpose, particularly in rural areas where public transport is less readily available, was 
acknowledged by the inclusion in the Report of a recommendation for the Advisory Commit-
tee on Small Public Vehicles (commonly referred to as the Taxi Advisory Committee (TAC)) 
to enter regular discussions with Insurance Ireland in order to explore solutions for drivers in 
the sector.  In this respect, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has informed my 
department that it has been working with the TAC towards implementing the relevant action 
points within the required timelines, i.e., for the TAC to meet with Insurance Ireland in Q1 2017 
(Action Point No. 20), and for the TAC to report to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport in Q2 2017 (Action Point No. 21).

Finally, the issues raised by the taxi sector were in the main similar to those affecting con-
sumers generally.  While there is no silver bullet to reduce the cost of insurance, cooperation 
and commitment between all parties can deliver fairer premiums for consumers, including taxi 
drivers, without unnecessary delay.  This will lead to greater stability in the pricing of motor 
insurance and will help prevent the volatility that we have seen in the market in the past.  It 
should also better facilitate potential new entrants to the market.  Taken together, these would 
address many of the issues raised by the taxi sector.

14/02/2017WRE01175Property Tax Administration

14/02/2017WRE01200147. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider allowing VAT 
paid on maintenance fees on apartments to be offset against the local property tax in budget 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6966/17]

14/02/2017WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government decided that the LPT 
should be centred on the principles of equity, transparency and simplicity and that a universal 
liability should apply to all owners of residential property with a limited number of exemptions 
and reliefs.  Limiting the reliefs available allows the rate to be kept to a minimum for those li-
able persons who do not qualify for relief.

Properties in managed estates, to which management fees apply, would have been pur-
chased by their owners in the knowledge that they would be taking on commitments to partake 
in, and to fund, the management of the estate, and that it was the intention that many such 
estates would not be taken in charge by local authorities, nor would it be appropriate for local 
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authorities to do so.

Management fees in these estates can include services such as refuse collection, mainte-
nance of common areas as well as a sinking fund for certain repairs to the buildings, depending 
on circumstances.  These are costs which homeowners in other households have to fund them-
selves for their own properties. 

Revenue from the LPT accrues to local authorities and supports the provision of local ser-
vices.  Local authorities provide a broad range of services in the public realm, which benefit 
the wider community.  The proper functioning of these services are important for the wellbe-
ing of every community and household.  These include: fire and emergency services; road 
maintenance and cleaning; street lighting; spatial and development planning and other similar 
services; regulatory and inspection functions and business support services, as well as libraries, 
parks, and other recreation and cultural public amenities.  The benefits of these services accrue 
to all members of society.

A requirement to pay management fees is not relevant in determining whether a property is 
subject to the LPT.  Accordingly, whilst those who are liable for management fees to property 
management companies may be exempt from LPT for another reason, or may be entitled to 
avail of a deferral arrangement under the provisions contained in the legislation, there is no 
specific exemption for the payment of management fees, nor is there provision to offset the 
VAT paid on management fees against LPT.  There are no plans to change this basis of liability 
to LPT.

14/02/2017WRE01350Help-To-Buy Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRE01400148. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the operation 
of the help-to-buy scheme in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[6975/17]

14/02/2017WRE01500159. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that have 
applied under the first-time buyer scheme as announced in budget 2017; the counties they ap-
plied from, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7328/17]

14/02/2017WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 148 
and 159 together.

The Help To Buy (HTB) scheme is available nationally and individuals are required to com-
plete a two-stage online process; an application and then a claim.  I am advised by Revenue that 
the number of Help To Buy applications received up to 10 February 2017 was:

No. of Applications Successful applications *Pending
2586 620 1,966
*Pending means that the applicant either has to file an outstanding return, or address a com-

pliance issue, or the application is to be reviewed by Revenue, or the applicant needs to finalise 
his or her application.  

The purpose of the application stage of the Help To Buy process is such that would-be first-
time buyers can determine whether, and to what extent, they qualify for the incentive.  As the 
data from the application stage are only an indicator as to possible take-up of the incentive, for 
example, an applicant may not proceed to claim stage or may not get mortgage approval, the 
application statistics are not collated by County.
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At the claim stage, however, Help To Buy claimants are required to provide information on 
the location of the qualifying residence and therefore Revenue is in a position to provide certain 
details on the location of Help To Buy claims made.  However, to protect the confidentiality of 
taxpayer information, I can only provide a breakdown based on properties situated in Dublin 
and in provincial locations.  Up to 10 February 2017, Revenue has processed 205 claims and 
the relevant breakdown is as follows:

Location Number
Connacht/ Ulster 15
Dublin 83
Leinster (outside Dublin) 63
Munster 44
Total 205 

14/02/2017WRE01650VAT Exemptions

14/02/2017WRE01700149. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance if he will give consideration to 
allowing a not-for-profit organisation (details supplied) to be made VAT exempt; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6988/17]

14/02/2017WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Schedule 1 of the Value-Added Tax 
Consolidation Act 2010 lists the activities that are exempt from VAT which includes the provi-
sion of services by a funeral undertaker but does not extend to the supply of graves.  The sup-
ply of a grave in a graveyard that is more than 5 years old is also exempt from VAT, but the 
supply of a grave in a newly developed graveyard is liable to the reduced rate of VAT (13.5%).  
However, the operator of a newly developed graveyard is entitled to VAT deductibility on their 
development costs as well as ongoing maintenance costs during the period where VAT is ap-
plied to the supply of graves.

14/02/2017WRE01850Revenue Commissioners Resources

14/02/2017WRE01900150. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the current operational status 
of a local Revenue Commissioners’ office (details supplied) in County Tipperary; if there any 
plans to close the front office services at this location; if so, when; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [7012/17]

14/02/2017WRE02000151. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the current operational status 
of each local Revenue Commissioners’ office (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [7013/17]

14/02/2017WRE02100158. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the reason for the decision by 
the Revenue Commissioners to close its offices at Stradavoher, Thurles, County Tipperary, to 
the public from June 2017; if this is departmental policy (details supplied); if he will instruct 
the Revenue Commissioners to reverse this decision; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [7247/17]

14/02/2017WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 150, 
151 and 158 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, it is long established that Revenue are independent in the 
exercise of their functions and this is now set out in Section 101 of the Minister and Secretaries 
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(Amendment) Act 2011.  I have no power to instruct them on matters relating to those functions 
including how and where they allocate their resources or where they place their offices.

I am informed by Revenue that they are not closing the Thurles office or its front office ser-
vices.  Revenue offers a range of service channels to support taxpayers to comply voluntarily 
with their tax and duty obligations.  Revenue continues to enhance their service offering  and, 
in particular, the channels through which their customers can obtain information and/or en-
gage with them. For example as regards key tax and duty information, Revenue is currently 
re-designing its website to better meet the need of taxpayers for clear and easy to understand 
information. 

Many taxpayers prefer to do business online and at a time of their convenience.  To meet 
that need, Revenue has in place modern, high-quality, accessible and user friendly online ser-
vices for taxpayers to manage their tax affairs at a time that best suits each taxpayer.  Revenue 
continues to enhance those services and recent on-line developments include the facility for 
PAYE customers to file their tax returns online; the ‘myaccount’ service, eTax Clearance and 
the ‘MyEnquiries’ secure online enquiry facility.  Additional developments are in the pipeline.

Revenue has also significantly improved its telephone services including the introduction of 
a new Business Taxes service and consistent opening hours across the telephone services given 
greater certainty for taxpayers. 

Enhanced online services and improved telephone service has resulted in a reduced demand 
for the traditional ‘walk-in’ services to public offices.  The number of personal callers fell by 
64% since 2008, from 1.15m callers to approximately 400,000 in 2015.  I am advised by Rev-
enue that taxpayers are choosing different channels to ‘walk-in’ services and are getting the 
information and assistance they require in a way that better meets their needs.

In this regard, Revenue introduced an appointments service in a number of public offic-
es in 2015 and 2016 and will extend this to other offices, including Thurles, in the coming 
months.  An appointments service provides a further improvement in Revenue’s service to tax-
payers by eliminating the need for queuing and reduces the time involved for taxpayers.  The 
move to an appointments service is advised, locally, in advance with notices in the particular 
Revenue office, other public notices, through local media and on Revenue’s website www.rev-
enue.ie.  This will be the case as regards the Thurles office in due course.  

I am informed by Revenue that they have eighteen public offices around the country.  Staff 
in these offices are, generally speaking, equipped to deal with the full range of issues raised by 
taxpayers when they call.  Approximately 75 fulltime equivalent staff are directly involved in 
the provision of walk-in services in these public offices.  Extra resources are assigned to meet 
peak period demand during the year.  Details of staff numbers allocated to ‘walk-in’ services in 
the last five years are not available.  However, I am advised by Revenue that it is likely that the 
numbers have reduced in that time due to the changing preferences of customers for online and 
telephone service channels.

14/02/2017WRE02250Financial Services Sector

14/02/2017WRE02300152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total number of persons 
who received a refund and-or compensation from financial institutions following the Central 
Bank’s summary report on payment protection insurance mis-selling, in tabular form, inclusive 
of the specific number of affected persons with regard to each financial institution; the total 
value of refunds and compensation paid by each institution; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [7166/17]

14/02/2017WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has previously in-
formed me that, in accordance with section 33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942, the Central 
Bank is prohibited from disclosing confidential information concerning the business of a credit 
institution otherwise than in accordance with the Supervisory Directives (which include the 
Directive 2013/36/EU). 

On the issue more generally, the Central Bank issued a report on 7 March 2014 on the re-
view into the sales of Payment Protection Insurance (PPI) by eleven credit institutions which 
said that refunds of €67.4m were made to 77,000 policyholders. 

In reply to a PQ in 2015, I provided Central Bank updated figures of a total refund of 
€69.5 million to around 83,490 policyholders.  The latest figure provided by the Bank of the 
amount refunded is just over  €70 million however, the Bank does not have an up to date figure 
for the number of policyholders. 

14/02/2017WRE02450Tax Data

14/02/2017WRE02500153. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of appeals before 
the Tax Appeals Commission on the first day of each of the past 12 months; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [7181/17]

14/02/2017WRE02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Tax Appeals Com-
mission that the number of appeals before the Commission on the first day of each of the past 
twelve months is as follows:

 01-
Feb

01-
Mar

01-
Apr

01-
May

01-
Jun

01-
Jul

01-
Aug

01-
Sep

01-
Oct

01-
Nov

01-
Dec

01-
Jan

To-
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 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2017  
2016 
Cases

25 57 94 168 228 303 392 449 516 572 626 690 690

Open 
cases 
received 
from 
Rev-
enue

      381  961  1,385  2,727

In addition to the foregoing, as at 31 December, 2015 the Appeal Commissioners had ap-
proximately 425 cases on hand.  A month-by-month breakdown of the disposal of these pre-
2016 appeals is not available at present.  However, as of 31 December 2016 the 425 had re-
duced to 186 cases.  Essentially, it would be appropriate to add this 186 to the totals in the above 
table.  I am further advised that the above figures include significant numbers of appeals relating 
to a common net legal issue and/or a common set of circumstances.  It is anticipated that many 
of these appeals will be settled or withdrawn following the hearing and determination of ap-
propriate test cases. 

In relation to the open appeal cases received from Revenue in 2016, I understand that the Tax 
Appeals Commission has been advised by Revenue that a significant number of these appeals 
will not require hearing and determination following the outcome of certain legal proceedings 
in the civil courts, and that a further significant number is likely to be resolved by agreement 
between Revenue and the taxpayers depending on the outcome of further legal proceedings 
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which have yet to be concluded.  

The latest information received from Revenue indicates that there are 2,058 open cases 
(rather than the 2,727 in the table above) which will require the attention of the Commis-
sion.  The latter is in the process of reviewing and analysing the appeal details received from 
Revenue and is not yet in a position to express a view on the exact number of transferred ap-
peals which are likely to require hearing and determination.

I have sanctioned the provision of significant additional personnel resources, at both tem-
porary Appeal Commissioner level and at support staff level, specifically to deal with the large 
numbers of open cases that were transferred from Revenue.  I understand that it is the Commis-
sion’s intention that the role of the additional temporary Appeal Commissioners will be to focus 
solely and exclusively on addressing these cases. 

Section 21 of the Finance (Tax Appeals) Act 2015 requires the Appeals Commissioners to 
prepare and present an Annual Report to the Minister for Finance on or before 31 March in each 
year post commencement.  I understand that the Annual Report will include comprehensive 
statistics in relation to the processing of appeals by the Commission.

14/02/2017WRE02650Legislative Measures

14/02/2017WRE02700154. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or the Rev-
enue Commissioners have identified any issues of concern with regard to the Finance (Tax Ap-
peals) Act 2015; and his plans to amend the legislation. [7182/17]

14/02/2017WRE02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The objectives of the Finance (Tax Ap-
peals) Act 2015 were to bring reform of the role, functions and structure of the Office of the 
Appeal Commissioners and of the tax appeals system with a view to ensuring an enhanced and 
cost effective appeal mechanism for tax cases.  The Act, which was commenced on 21st March 
2016, inter alia provides for the establishment of the Tax Appeals Commission (TAC) which 
was established on the same date.  The legislation has therefore been in operation for less than 
one year. I understand that Revenue has not identified any issues of concern with the Finance 
(Tax Appeals) Act 2015. 

I further understand that the TAC proposes to undertake a consultative process related to 
the operation of its Rules of Procedure involving all stakeholders around the first anniversary 
of the coming into force of the legislation.  This will be a listening exercise which will consider 
submissions and contributions and publish a report of the exercise on the TAC website.  I expect 
that this exercise will provide an opportunity to raise issues about the operation of the reformed 
tax appeals system including any issues arising that are of relevance to the legislation. My De-
partment will of course consider the findings of this consultative process in due course.

14/02/2017WRE02850Financial Services Sector

14/02/2017WRE02900155. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that an equity fund (details supplied) is offering significant debt write-offs to 
mortgage holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7183/17]

14/02/2017WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I was not formally made aware of the 
issue to which the Deputy refers, but of course I had seen reports in the media about it.  The 
Deputy will be aware that the  Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) 
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Act, 2015 introduced a regulatory regime for a new type of entity called a ‘credit servicing 
firm’.  Under the Act, purchasers of loan books must either be regulated by the Central Bank 
themselves or else the loans must be serviced by a credit servicing firm that is regulated by the 
Central Bank.  The significant point is that that the focus of regulation is directly at the point of 
contact with the customer.  Therefore relevant borrowers, whose loans are sold to third parties, 
maintain the same regulatory protections they had prior to the sale, including under the various 
statutory codes (such as the Consumer Protection Code, Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears) 
issued by the Central Bank of Ireland and the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 
2013 (Section 48) (Lending to Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises) Regulations 2015 which 
came into operation in July 2016. 

I would refer the Deputy to the Central Bank report on mortgage arrears, which was prepared 
following my request to the Governor.  This report provides a detailed assessment of mortgage 
arrears in banks and non-bank entities and includes analysis on mortgage restructuring activity 
and the range of solutions offered.  This report was published on 16th December 2016 and is 
available on http://www.finance.gov.ie/what-we-do/banking-financial-services/publications/
reports-research/report-mortgage-arrears-2016.  The report found that the range of mortgage 
debt solutions offered by banks and non-banks is broadly similar.  

Finally, I would strongly advise any individual availing of the scheme in question to ensure 
they seek independent financial/legal advice on the terms and conditions of the offer made and 
all of its implications for them, prior to the acceptance of such offer.

  Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 130.

  Question No. 157 answered with Question No. 134.

  Question No. 158 answered with Question No. 150.

  Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 148.

14/02/2017WRE03450Tax Code

14/02/2017WRE03500160. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the reason a married cou-
ple with one spouse working can earn up to €42,800 taxed at 20% while a single parent begins 
to pay the higher rate of tax after €37,800 which, given that the married couple with one spouse 
being a home maker also gets €1,100 extra credit, is discrimination against a single parent who 
pays an extra €1,000 in taxes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7370/17]

14/02/2017WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A single parent may be eligible for the 
Single Person Child Carer Credit of €1,650 per annum.  This credit also provides an entitlement 
to an additional €4,000 extended standard rate band.  A single individual with no children is 
entitled to a standard rate band of €33,800.  An individual in receipt of the SPCCC is entitled to 
a standard rate band of €37,800.

The income tax system started moving towards a system of individualisation in 1999, and 
individualisation is now integral to the overall system.  When first announced, the stated pur-
poses of individualisation were to ease the burden on single persons, including single parents, to 
take workers on the average industrial wage out of the higher rate of tax and more generally to 
facilitate a reduction in the numbers paying tax at the higher rate.  Prior to this, a second spouse 
faced the marginal rate of tax on the first euro (or Punt as it was then) earned in his or her own 
name.  Individualisation was progressed to some extent in later years but never completed.  The 
Home Carer credit was introduced in the context of the move towards individualisation of the 
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tax system, in recognition of the choices made by families where one spouse stays at home to 
care for children or the elderly. 

The issue of tax individualisation was considered by the Commission on Taxation in 2009 
and that body recommended no change should be made to the current system.  It concluded that 
the current system represents a balance between, on the one hand, acknowledging the choices 
families make in caring for children and, on the other, taking account of the need to encourage 
labour market participation.

The composition of households can vary and thus the costs and expenses of households can 
also vary.  Generally speaking a household of a greater number of individuals will generally 
have greater outgoings than a household of a lower number of individuals.  I am satisfied that 
the income tax system provides positive support to the various household compositions. 

The Deputy will be aware that my Department published an Income Tax Reform Plan, in 
July last year, providing a detailed overview of relevant policy considerations, including the 
necessity to maintain the breadth of our income tax base, and retain appropriate levels of taxa-
tion for high earners. 

The purpose of this Income Tax Reform Plan was to inform all members of the Oireachtas 
of the issues and options which will underpin future income tax reform, and it is my hope that 
all members of the Oireachtas will engage constructively in debating options for future reform 
in this area.  In this regard the scope for change will be dependent on the level of available fis-
cal resources.

14/02/2017WRE03625Tax Exemptions

14/02/2017WRE03700161. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the current number of ap-
plications for charitable status; the length of time it is typically taking for applications to be 
processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7403/17]

14/02/2017WRE03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is unclear as to whether the Deputy’s 
question relates to charitable status or charitable tax exempt status.  The former relates to the 
regulatory control of charities, and the processing of applications for charitable status, is a mat-
ter for the Charities Regulatory Authority (CRA), which was established in October 2014 under 
the aegis of the Department of Justice and Equality.

The Charitable Tax Exemption scheme is administered by Revenue in accordance with Sec-
tion 207 of the 1997 Taxes Consolidation Act.  The scheme provides relief from Income Tax, 
Corporation Tax, Capital Gains Tax, Capital Acquisitions Tax, Deposit Interest Retention Tax 
(DIRT), Dividend Withholding Tax and Stamp Duties in certain circumstances, to bodies or 
trusts that are established solely for charitable purposes.

Revenue’s role in administering the Charitable Tax Exemption scheme includes process-
ing and vetting applications from bodies or trusts claiming entitlement to the relief.  Revenue 
receives an average of three hundred new applications for the relief each year and has advised 
me that the usual processing time is approximately three weeks. 

For the Deputy’s information, there are almost 8,000 bodies currently holding Charitable 
Tax Exemption status.  The full list is available at the following link.   http://www.revenue.ie/en/
about/statistics/registrations-assessments-transactions-charitable-exemption.html



Questions - Written Answers

228

14/02/2017WRE03850IBRC Operations

14/02/2017WRE03900162. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 193 of 7 February 2017, if he will provide details of the use of section 110 com-
panies by the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, IBRC, including the number of section 110 
companies set up by IBRC; the purpose of setting up these companies; when they were set up; if 
third parties were involved in these companies; the tax implications of using this tax structure; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7406/17]

14/02/2017WRE04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Special Liquida-
tors of IBRC that there were no active Section 110 structures in place at the time of their ap-
pointment.  However, they have identified at least two historic loan securitisation transactions 
that involved the use of Irish Section 110 structures which were unwound prior to their ap-
pointment.  The information available to the Special Liquidators indicates that the transactions 
involved the securitisation of loans (including non-Irish loans) to raise cost efficient funding for 
the then bank’s day to day business.  Such securitisation transactions are commonly undertaken 
by banks around the world to raise funding.  The information available to the Special Liquida-
tors would indicate that the transactions identified were typical of the securitisation transactions 
generally undertaken by banks and were not of the character targeted by the changes to the Sec-
tion 110 regime introduced by Finance Act 2016. 

14/02/2017WRE04050Help-To-Buy Scheme

14/02/2017WRE04100163. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance if help-to-buy scheme applicants 
can claim the rebate retrospectively in the event of the contractor not being registered for the 
scheme with the Revenue Commissioners at the deposit stage of a home purchase.  [7430/17]

14/02/2017WRE04200164. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance in view of the low level of 
contractor registration for the help-to-buy scheme, his plans to address this problem; and the 
reasons a contractor may not register for the scheme.  [7431/17]

14/02/2017WRE04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 163 
and 164 together.

Under the Help to Buy (HTB) scheme first-time home purchasers are required to ensure that 
they purchase from a ‘qualifying contractor’.  I am advised that up to 10 February 2017 there 
were 138 applications for registration as a ‘qualifying contractor’ and Revenue has approved 55 
contractors.  The remaining applications are being processed, and any unsuccessful applicants 
are advised about how to address any issues arising in their application.  Details of the approved 
contractors are published on the Revenue website. I am advised by Revenue that they have seen 
a steady increase in the number of applications.  There were 9 applications for registration re-
ceived in late 2016, 89 in January and 40 in the first two weeks of February.

I understand that there is a significant volume of queries from contractors about the scheme, 
and about the information needed to register as a ‘qualifying contractor’.  Revenue presented at 
an information session organised by the Construction Industry Federation in January which was 
very well attended, and are to present at two further information sessions in Cork and Galway 
soon.  The steady volume of applications and the level of interest in the scheme are apparent 
and I do not believe that there is a problem with the incentive.  

I would also point out that the scheme is still relatively new, and is due to run until the end of 
2019.  While there is strong interest in Help To Buy, it is too early to draw any firm conclusions 
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from the data emerging at this stage.

Regarding retrospective claims, the legislation underpinning the Help To Buy incentive is 
set out in section 477C Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  The section distinguishes between re-
funds made in respect of contracts entered into in the period from 19 July to 31 December 2016 
and those in the period from 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2019.  ‘Retrospective’ first-time 
buyers are those persons who purchased in the period from when the incentive was announced 
on 19 July 2016 until the end of 2016 and the legislation provides that any such HTB refunds 
are paid directly to the claimant’s bank account.  HTB refunds for first time buyers of new 
homes in the period from 2017 onwards, are however, payable to the qualifying contractor’s 
bank account.  I am advised by Revenue that ‘retrospective’ first-time buyers who claim their 
HTB refund should have that claim verified by their contractor.  In the event that they cannot get 
their contractor to verify their claim, they should contact Revenue online via the ‘MyEnquiries’ 
facility.

With regard to the reasons why a contractor may not register for the scheme, I expect that 
would arise for non-compliant contractors who do not have valid tax clearance and would not 
be considered compliant for Relevant Contracts Tax purposes.  The HTB scheme provides that 
the tax credit is payable at deposit stage and in many cases will be paid before the house is 
built.  I think it is extremely important that the contractor is tax compliant, as non-compliance 
is a very clear indicator that the contractor may not be financially sound and not in a position to 
complete the contract.  I strongly encourage any contractor who is non-compliant, and wishes 
to be registered as a ‘qualifying contractor’, to contact Revenue with a view to regularising their 
tax affairs.

14/02/2017WRE04350Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

14/02/2017WRE04400165. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No.193 of 7 February 2017, the details of the use of section 110 companies by the Ire-
land Strategic Investment Fund, ISIF, including the number of section 110 companies that ISIF 
was and remains party to; the purpose of setting up these companies; when they were set up; if 
third parties were involved in these companies; the tax implications of using this tax structure; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7433/17]

14/02/2017WRE04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, all investments 
made by the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) are assets of the State and any profits 
generated from ISIF investments are used to fund new investments on behalf of the State in ac-
cordance with ISIF’s legislative mandate.  The use of Section 110 companies by Irish Investors, 
including entities such as ISIF, is not a concern as profits from these vehicles are ultimately 
taxable in Ireland.

Of its 56 investments to date, ISIF, as a commercial investor on behalf of the State, is party 
to four investments which involve Section 110 structures.  These investments were made in the 
period since 2013.  These investments are consistent with the purpose of ISIF which is to invest 
in a commercial manner designed to support economic activity and employment in Ireland.   

A fundamental aspect of ISIF’s mandate is to act as a catalyst for co-investment in the Irish 
economy from private sector capital.  In that context, ISIF structures its investments in a com-
mercial manner, and it is essential that it do so if it is to be successful in attracting private sector 
capital to co-invest alongside it in Ireland. 

Having checked with the independent managers of these investments, ISIF does not cur-
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rently anticipate any additional tax liability arising from the legislative changes to Section 110 
for any of the investors in these investments.  

These investments are also consistent with the original purposes of the Section 110 secu-
ritisation regime, which has been a long standing deliberate feature of the Irish tax code and 
is a legal way for investments to be made in a wide variety of asset classes.  It has helped job 
creation and investment in the Irish financial services sector for many years. 

14/02/2017WRE04550Home Repossessions

14/02/2017WRE04600166. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance in respect of each regulated 
bank, the number of habitable residential properties they own or control which are currently 
vacant; the reasons such properties are vacant; the number of habitable residential properties 
currently controlled by receivers appointed by that bank which are vacant; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7453/17]

14/02/2017WRE04700167. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance in respect of each un-
regulated fund, the number of habitable residential properties they own or control which are 
currently vacant; the reasons such properties are vacant; the number of habitable residential 
properties currently controlled by receivers appointed by that fund which are vacant; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7454/17]

14/02/2017WRE04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166 
and 167 together.

I am informed by the Central Bank that it does not have the data requested.  The Central 
Bank publishes only aggregate data for PDH and BTL accounts regarding the number of prop-
erties in possession at the beginning and end of each quarter, the number of properties repos-
sessed on foot of a Court Order, the number of properties voluntarily surrendered or abandoned 
during the quarter and the number of properties disposed of during the quarter.  This informa-
tion is contained in the Central Bank’s quarterly release on Residential Mortgage Arrears and 
Repossession Statistics.

 In its latest statistical release, published on 12 December 2016, the Central Bank noted that 
during the third quarter of 2016 rent receivers were appointed to 606 BTL properites, bringing 
the stock of accounts with rent receivers appointed to 6,051.

14/02/2017WRF00250Banking Sector

14/02/2017WRF00300168. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance to outline the timeframe for 
the deployment of Apple Pay non-cash payment facilities by Irish banks; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [7460/17]

14/02/2017WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am very supportive of innovation, 
increased competition and efficiency in the payments market.  In 2015 I announced a reduction 
in interchange fees, making it cheaper for merchants to accept debit cards.  I also announced 
an increase in the limit on contactless payments from €15 to €30 and reformed stamp duty to 
remove it from debit cards; replacing it with a 12c charge per ATM transaction though with a 
cap to ensure no consumer would be worse off.

New service providers which bring innovative safe payment methods and additional con-
sumer choice are to be welcomed.  The decision on whether and when to provide payment ser-
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vices in the Irish market is ultimately a matter for the providers of such services, though I note 
that one such mobile payment platform entered this market just two months ago and I expect to 
see others do the same in due course.

14/02/2017WRF00450Further Education and Training Programmes

14/02/2017WRF00500169. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out in 
tabular form the number of tourism and hospitality skills training positions allocated in each 
county in the State in 2015 and 2016; the type of courses; and the institutions in which the 
courses are available. [6667/17]

14/02/2017WRF00600180. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the 
number of tourism and hospitality skills training positions that were allocated to the Carlow-
Kilkenny constituency in 2015 and 2016. [6817/17]

14/02/2017WRF00700181. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out 
the amount of funding that was allocated to the Carlow-Kilkenny constituency for tourism and 
hospitality skills training in 2015 and 2016 by his Department. [6819/17]

14/02/2017WRF00800182. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills to specify the 
agency or Government body that has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism 
skills development policy. [6821/17]

14/02/2017WRF00900199. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out in the 
number of tourism and hospitality skills training positions allocated to County Clare in 2015 
and 2016; the amount of funding allocated to County Clare for tourism and hospitality skills 
training in 2015 and 2016; the agency or body that has oversight and responsibility for hos-
pitality and tourism skills development policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7010/17]

14/02/2017WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 169, 180 to 182, inclusive, and 199 together.

My Department has overall responsibility for policy development for education and training 
provision across the economy including the hospitality and tourism sector.  There are no plans 
to re-establish a dedicated training organisation for the sector, but rather to deliver the required 
education and training through the mainstream higher and further education and training sec-
tors, in line with provision for other sectors.

The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGSFN) carried out a study on the future skills 
needs of the sector and the report of the study was published in November 2015.  The objective 
was to assess demand arising within the sector in Ireland including hotels, restaurants, bars, 
canteens and catering over the period to 2020.  The aim was to ensure that there will be the right 
supply of skills to help drive domestic hospitality sector business and employment growth.  The 
report provides a clear and coherent framework for the development of talent in the hospitality 
sector in the years ahead to help drive both hospitality business and employment growth which 
is one the key goals of the Government’s Tourism Policy Statement – People, Place and Policy-
Growing Tourism to 2025.

The Study assesses skills demand at all NFQ levels, with a particular focus on career pro-
gression opportunities for those at lower skilled levels to help fill anticipated job openings.  The 
report provides a set of recommendations designed to address the skills requirements of the 
sector over the period to 2020.  A key recommendation in the report was the need to set up of a 
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National Oversight and Advisory Group comprising all the key hospitality stakeholders.  Fol-
lowing on this recommendation, the Hospitality Skills Oversight Group was established early 
last year, chaired by SOLAS for the first year.  To date the group has held seven meetings.

Membership of the Group includes the Restaurant Association of Ireland, the Irish Hotel 
Federation, Irish Hospitality Institute, Licenced Vintners Association, Vintners Federation of 
Ireland, Fáilte Ireland, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Department of Educa-
tion and Skills, Department of Social Protection, Higher Education Authority, Skillnets, SO-
LAS, ETBs, IoTs, DIT and Quality and Qualifications Ireland.

The role of the Group is to monitor progress on the implementation of the recommendations 
of the EGFSN and to provide a forum for on-going collaboration in addressing the skills needs 
of the sector and to identify and progress actions to overcome barriers on its implementation.

The Group plan to publish a progress report later this year.  To date work has been un-
dertaken on careers promotion via a range of fora, the launch of the Tourism Insight online 
programme –aimed at promoting careers in tourism and hospitality with particular reference 
to transition year and Youthreach participants.  Audits of both higher and further education fa-
cilities and courses are underway as well as the establishment of a Restaurant and Hospitality 
Skillnet which aims to address key skills requirements of restaurants and catering companies to 
help drive the domestic hospitality sector, employment growth, talent attraction and retention.

Funded through the National Training Fund by my Department, the network plans to design 
tailored programmes covering all aspects of the restaurant, food and beverage industry to SMEs 
nationally, with a particular focus on career progression for those at lower skilled levels to help 
fill anticipated job openings and increase retention levels within the sector and is well placed to 
address key recommendations of the EGFSN 2015 Report on the Future Skills.

Last month, I launched the 2016-2020 Action Plan to expand Apprenticeship and Trainee-
ship in Ireland, setting out how state agencies, education and training providers and employers 
will work together to deliver on the Programme for Government commitments on the expansion 
of apprenticeship and traineeship in the period to 2020.  The Plan sets out how we will manage 
the pipeline of new apprenticeships already established through the first call for proposals in 
2015 and also commits to a new call for apprenticeship proposals later this year, to provide for 
the needs of all sectors, including hospitality and tourism.  Over the lifetime of the Action Plan, 
50,000 people will be registered on apprenticeship and traineeship programmes representing a 
doubling of current activity.

Work is progressing on the development of a new Commis Chef Apprenticeship led by the 
Irish Hotels Federation and the Restaurants Association of Ireland working with Kerry Educa-
tion and Training Board.  It is planned that this programme will commence later this year.  The 
Apprenticeship Council also recently approved development funding for a separate proposal to 
develop a Chef de Partie Apprenticeship.  The Apprenticeship Council will continue to work 
with the proposers of these new programmes to develop them into sustainable apprenticeships 
that can be delivered on a nationwide basis.  The funding for planned and forecast expansion in 
2017 will see an additional €20 million provided.

In 2015 a new Career Traineeship initiative was begun by SOLAS in collaboration with 
ETBs and enterprise to develop a more effective model of work-based learning, primarily at 
NFQ levels 4 and 5, incorporating best national and international research and practice.  Net-
works of Employers have been created to facilitate partnerships between ETBs and employers 
in identifying training needs, designing the training programmes, recruitment of learners and 
delivery of the training on and off the job.  The Career Traineeship model of work-based learn-
ing is currently being piloted with the Hospitality and Engineering sectors, with the involve-
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ment of seven ETBs.

Given the breadth and range of programmes within the Further Education and Training 
(FET) sector, it is not possible to provide details of funding and places on a county by county 
basis across specific sectoral provision.  However, one way in which Solas classify FET provi-
sion is by the career areas which it serves.  The following table on provision in the FET sector, 
shows the total number of beneficiaries in the career areas of Food and Beverage and Tourism 
in each of the sixteen Education and Training Boards for 2015 along with that planned for 2016.  
As yet, final 2016 figures are not available.  While it is not possible to give details of expendi-
ture at the level of career areas, the scale of total investment in FET and the numbers served on 
both a full and part time basis are also included in the table.

In relation to the number of tourism and hospitality skills training positions within the high-
er education sector in 2015 and 2016 and the amount of funding allocated for tourism and 
hospitality skills training in the same years, it is not possible to give a breakdown by county as 
students can apply for courses throughout the country, through the CAO application process.  
However the table on provision in the higher education sector gives a breakdown outlining the 
number of training positions and the total estimated funding allocated which is categorised by 
each individual Institute.

In 2015 the total number of student in higher education courses in this sector was 8,220 with 
estimated funding allocated of approx. €47.4 million and in 2016 the total number of student for 
the sector was 8,033 with estimated funding allocated of approx. €48.4 m.  The funding detailed 
in this response includes an estimation of grants allocated to these courses, student contribution 
and free fees.  The student numbers are calculated as full time equivalents (FTE) which includes 
part time and full time student counts.

This analysis of the higher education sector includes all courses within the following cat-
egories:

- Tourism/Hotel/Leisure/Event

- Hospitality and Culinary

- Heritage and Cultural.

I also understand that a limited amount of complementary tourism-related business develop-
ment and training supports are provided by Fáilte Ireland, the agency responsible for encourag-
ing, promoting and supporting tourism as a leading indigenous component of the Irish econo-
my.  However, I have no role or responsibility in relation to Fáilte Ireland.  Matters relating to 
that agency and its training and business supports are matters for my colleague, the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport.

Summary of 2015-2016 - Tourism and Hospitality Courses - FET Sector

2015 2016
Inputs

ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Total Actuals Total Projected
CAVAN AND 
MONAGHAN 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

94 114

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

222 162
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2015 2016
Inputs

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

33 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

349 276

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

90 127

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

9 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

99 127

CITY OF DUB-
LIN ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

244 368

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

47 50

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

291 418

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1269 685

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 3

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

1269 688

CORK ETB Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

366 422
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2015 2016
Inputs

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

43 36

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

24 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

433 458

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

763 524

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 40

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

763 564

DONEGAL 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

32 8

Total   PROVI-
SION

32 8

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

95 0

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

95 0
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2015 2016
Inputs

DUBLIN 
AND DUN-
LAOGHAIRE 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

3 46

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

56 28

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

59 74

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

119 269

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 65

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

22 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

141 334

GALWAY AND 
ROSCOMMON 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 21

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

65 176

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

65 197

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 74

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

30 73

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0
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2015 2016
Inputs

Total   PROVI-
SION

30 147

KERRY ETB Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

56 94

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

20 20

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

76 114

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

31 164

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 80

Total   PROVI-
SION

31 244

KILDARE 
AND WICK-
LOW ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

27 144

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

42 105

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

10 8

Total   PROVI-
SION

79 257

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

93 122

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

29 54



Questions - Written Answers

238

2015 2016
Inputs

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

122 176

KILKENNY 
AND CARLOW 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

42 54

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

192 111

Total   PROVI-
SION

234 165

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 47

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

9 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

9 47

LAOIS AND 
OFFALY ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

23

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

17 121

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

182 25

Total   PROVI-
SION

199 169

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0



14 February 2017

239

2015 2016
Inputs

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

13 36

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

13 36

LIMERICK 
AND CLARE 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

127 186

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

178 158

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

305 344

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

151 147

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

151 147

LONGFORD 
AND WEST-
MEATH ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

18 44

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

45 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

63 44
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2015 2016
Inputs

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

40 147

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

40 147

LOUTH AND 
MEATH ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

58 155

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

58 155

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

93 40

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 48

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

93 88

MAYO, SLIGO 
AND LEITRIM 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

110 127

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

76 172

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

86 0
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2015 2016
Inputs

Total   PROVI-
SION

272 299

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

168 197

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 15

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

168 212

TIPPERARY 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

10 13

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

56 50

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

66 63

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

67 49

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

67 49

WATERFORD 
AND WEX-
FORD ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

55 70

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

55 94
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2015 2016
Inputs

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

75 64

Total   PROVI-
SION

185 228

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

160 286

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

16 75

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

176 361

Total ETB Pro-
vision

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1168 1827

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

964 1226

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

634 216

Total   PROVI-
SION

2766 3269

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

3139 2878

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

106 409

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

22 80

Total  ETB  
PROVISION

3267 3367

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

4307 4705
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2015 2016
Inputs

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1070 1635

Total ETB Pro-
vision

Food and Bever-
age & Tourism

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

656 296

Total  ETB  
PROVISION

6033 6636

Momentum Food and Bever-
age & Tourism

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1144 134

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

5451 4839

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1070 1635

Total FET Pro-
vision

Food and Bever-
age & Tourism

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

656 296

Total  FET  
PROVISION

7177 6770

Inputs
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Total Actuals Total Projected

2015 2016

2015
Beneficiaries Actual  Actual Expenditure

Total  FULL TIME PRO-
VISION

126,567 €405,919,922

Total  PART TIME PRO-
VISION

152,212 €65,033,976

Total  COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

66,616 €10,914,066

2016
Beneficiaries Planned  Planned Expenditure

Total  FULL TIME PRO-
VISION

126,153 €400,622,733

Total  PART TIME PRO-
VISION

134,839 €65,373,528

Total  COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

51,999 €10,727,731
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Summary of 2015-2016 - Tourism and Hospitality Courses Higher Education Sector

Institute 2015 2016 Total
Student 
No’s

Amount € Student 
No’s

Amount € Student 
No’s

Total 
Amount €

AIT 427 2,538,000 384 2,477,000 811 5,015,000
ITB 231 1,541,000 223 1,541,000 454 3,082,000
ITC 109 730,000 143 910,000 252 1,640,000
CIT 896 5,161,000 885 5,261,000 1781 10,422,000
DKIT 450 2,272,000 462 2,521,000 912 4,793,000
DIT 2482 14,143,000 2471 14,085,000 4953 28,228,000
DLIADT 21 10,000 56 21,000 77 31,000
GMIT 1130 6,051,000 1065 5,934,000 2195 11,985,000
LYIT 219 1,475,000 203 1,455,000 422 2,930,000
LIT (incl 
LIT Tipp) 

447 2,657,000 438 3,015,000 885 5,672,000

ITS 331 1,746,000 301 1,696,000 632 3,442,000
ITTD 241 1,573,000 270 1,861,000 511 3,434,000
ITTR 649 3,844,000 596 4,129,000 1245 7,973,000
WIT 587 3,667,000 536 3,560,000 1123 7,227,000
Total 8220 47,408,000 8033 48,468,000 16,253 95,874,000

14/02/2017WRF01050Special Educational Needs

14/02/2017WRF01100170. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the 
funding available for the inclusive learning initiative with NUI Maynooth and an organisa-
tion (details supplied) to enable students with an intellectual disability to undertake courses of 
study; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7323/17]

14/02/2017WRF01200215. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the 
funding available for the inclusive learning initiative with NUI Maynooth and an organisa-
tion (details supplied) to enable students with an intellectual disability to undertake courses of 
study; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7322/17]

14/02/2017WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 170 and 215 together.

The Inclusive Learning Initiative was a pilot initiative by Maynooth University that enabled 
a small group of students with an intellectual disability to participate in some modules of higher 
education programmes.

I understand that Maynooth University took the decision not to recruit any additional stu-
dents for this pilot initiative in 2016.  The existing students who are enrolled on the programme 
will be allowed to complete their studies.

This is an issue for Maynooth University in the first instance.  It is up to each higher edu-
cation institution to identify and manage its priorities within the budget allocated to it by the 
Higher Education Authority.

14/02/2017WRF01350Educational Disadvantage
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14/02/2017WRF01400171. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding a school in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6672/17]

14/02/2017WRF01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may 
be aware, DEIS Plan 2017 was launched yesterday.

The Plan builds on the experiences of existing DEIS schools and draws on international best 
practice.  It sets out key goals, targets and actions to improve the supports available to schools 
to help children and young people at greatest risk of educational disadvantage to reach their full 
potential.

A key element of the Plan is the availability of a new identification process for the assess-
ment of schools in terms of the socio-economic demographic of their pupil cohorts.  All schools 
in the country across both the Primary and post Primary sectors are assessed in terms of the 
socio-economic background of their pupil cohort using centrally held CSO and DES data.  This 
determines the level of concentrated disadvantage across the school system and identify those 
schools which require the greatest level of support.  There is no need for schools to apply for 
assessment as the data required is already available to the DES.

As an immediate action under the Plan over 100 additional schools identified with the high-
est levels of disadvantage will receive extra supports.  Details of these schools are available on 
my Department’s website at:http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-De-
livering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Plan-2017-New-DEIS-Schools-List.pdf.

The fact that a school has not been included in the programme on this occasion does not 
preclude its inclusion at a later date, should its level of disadvantage warrant the allocation of 
additional resources.

The new DEIS school support programme will be implemented from September 2017, with 
ongoing work with education partners and other stakeholders to ensure successful delivery of 
its objectives.

14/02/2017WRF01550Third Level Costs

14/02/2017WRF01600172. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the indi-
vidual cost to the State to train a medical doctor, nurse, occupational therapist and speech and 
language therapist in third level. [6694/17]

14/02/2017WRF01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The HEA has a Recurrent 
Grant Allocation Model (RGAM) which allocates core recurrent funding to institutions.  The 
grant is allocated as a block recurrent grant and the internal allocation of this grant is a matter 
for each institution.  In the case of occupational therapy, speech and language therapy and some 
students doing medicine, these student numbers are included in the RGAM.  Other medical 
students, arising from increased EU student intake on foot of the Fottrell Report, are covered by 
additional ring-fenced funding for undergraduate and graduate-entry medicine.

In the case of nursing students, State grant and fees are paid separately from ring-fenced 
funding (i.e. nursing students are not included in the RGAM).

All eligible undergraduate students in any subject area also have their tuition fees paid for 
by the State under the Free Fees Initiative (excluding the Student Contribution).  The amounts 
in the table take the tuition fee element paid by the State into account but exclude the Student 
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Contribution which may in some cases be paid on behalf of the student by SUSI depending on 
eligibility.  It should also be noted that the amounts below are based on the cost to the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills Vote.

- Estimated average cost to State per student 
per student

Medicine €11,000
Nursing €7,000
Occupational   Therapy €7,000
Speech   and Language Therapy €7,000

14/02/2017WRF01750Schools Building Projects Status

14/02/2017WRF01800173. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline when 
a school building project (details supplied) will be progressed in view of the fact the school is 
currently operating between two premises to accommodate the children attending; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6709/17]

14/02/2017WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning - Stage 2(b), which 
includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Certificate and Disability Access Cer-
tificate and the preparation of Tender Documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.

The Design team are currently working on the completion of the stage 2(b) submission.  
Once the Stage 2b (Detailed Design) submission is received and reviewed by my Department 
and subject to no further issues arising my officials will revert to the school with regard to the 
further progression of the project at that time.

14/02/2017WRF01950Junior Cycle Reform

14/02/2017WRF02000174. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
details of plans to change the history course in the junior cycle; and the timeframe during which 
this will be implemented. [6710/17]

14/02/2017WRF02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A new specification for Ju-
nior Cycle History is being developed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA).  This involved extensive consultation with key stakeholders and the public, during 
which over 200 submissions were received.

The consultation on the background paper for History is now closed.  A consultation report 
will be published shortly.

The new specification will be available for implementation in all schools from September 
2018.

14/02/2017WRF02150State Examinations Commission

14/02/2017WRF02200175. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills to specify the per-
son or body that is responsible for providing and funding readers for children with dyslexia who 
are undertaking State examinations, such as the leaving or junior certificate examinations or 
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mock examinations; and the procedure for securing this vital support. [6724/17]

14/02/2017WRF02300176. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details 
supplied) will be provided with a reader funded by the relevant authority to facilitate the taking 
of State examinations in 2017. [6725/17]

14/02/2017WRF02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 175 and 176 together.

The State Examinations Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters 
relating to the certificate examinations.  The Commission in this regard operates a scheme of 
Reasonable Accommodations in the Certificate Examinations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

14/02/2017WRF02450School Admissions

14/02/2017WRF02500177. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
the concerns of a school (details supplied); the timeframe for the consultation on school ad-
missions; the reason this timeframe has been reduced; if he will directly address its concerns 
regarding the role of the school in this process and if he will agree that a longer timeframe for 
consultation is essential; if he will extend same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6727/17]

14/02/2017WRF02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware I 
have recently commenced a consultation process on the role of denominational religion in the 
school admission process and possible approaches for making changes.

I believe that it is unfair that preference is given by publicly-funded religious schools to 
children of their own religion who might live some distance away, ahead of children of a differ-
ent religion or of no religion who live close to the school.

I also believe that it is unfair that parents, who might otherwise not do so, feel pressure to 
baptise their children in order to gain admission to the local school and I intend to reform the 
school admissions system in relation to the role that religion can play in that process.

I have set out four possible approaches for dealing with the issue, in primary schools in the 
first instance, including:

- A catchment area approach, prohibiting religious schools from giving preference to chil-
dren of their own religion who live outside the catchment area ahead of non-religious children 
who live inside the catchment;

- A ‘nearest school rule’, allowing religious schools to give preference to a religious child 
only where it is that child’s nearest school of that particular religion;

- A quota system, which would allow a religious school give preference to children of its 
own religion in respect of only a certain proportion of places, meaning that the remaining places 
would be allocated based on other admissions criteria – proximity to the school, lottery etc.;

- An outright prohibition on religious schools using religion as a factor in admissions, mean-
ing that all places would be allocated based on other factors.  Within this approach, there is 
capacity to allow religious schools to require parents or students to indicate some support or 
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respect for the ethos of the school.

I am also mindful of the need to avoid possible pitfalls and unintended consequences with 
each of these approaches, including most importantly possible impacts on minority religions and 
on the wishes of Protestant, Jewish, Islamic and other communities to be able to run schools in 
accordance with their ethos and admit children from their communities to attend those schools.

Other possible consequences to be avoided include possible breaches of the constitution, 
technical and administrative difficulties impacting on the capacity to effectively run the system 
of over 4000 schools and the possibility of creating ‘postcode lotteries’, such as other countries 
have experienced, resulting in pronounced divergence in the quality of schools in more advan-
taged compared to less advantaged areas.

I initially allocated 4 weeks for receipt of submissions to the consultation, however, I re-
ceived a number of representations from stakeholder groups who stand to potentially be im-
pacted by any changes, coming from different sides of the debates involved, as well as from 
Oireachtas colleagues on different sides of the Houses urging that the time period for the con-
sultation be extended.

I have also been made aware of the impact of the mid-term break and the need to allow 
groups who depend on volunteers, such as the boards of management of schools, to have the 
time to consult their members and communities and submit responses which are properly con-
sidered and comprehensive.  I am anxious to facilitate the fullest possible engagement from all 
stakeholders and I recognise and appreciate the work and commitment of members of boards of 
management and I value their input in this consultation.

Consequently, I have announced an extension of the time period for the receipt of written 
submissions in this consultation process by 4 weeks, meaning that the new deadline is Monday 
20 March.  This means that the total time available for written submissions is 8 weeks.

This phase of receiving written submissions is part of the broader 12 week consultation pro-
cess which will include additional steps, including any follow-up consultation that is required, 
collation of responses and development of next steps.  These steps will require additional time, 
and I am conscious of legislative deadlines impacting on this work, in particular the Equal Sta-
tus (Admissions to Schools Bill) which is due before the House again shortly.

14/02/2017WRF02650Summer Works Scheme

14/02/2017WRF02700178. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills whether me-
chanical works will be short listed under the summer works scheme 2016-17 with regard to 
building works for the construction, extension and refurbishment of schools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6735/17]

14/02/2017WRF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 
which reflects a very high demand.  School applications are categorised on a top down basis, 
from category 1 to category 10, in accordance with the criteria outlined in the Circular Letter 
(0055/2015) inviting applications under the scheme, which may be accessed on my Depart-
ment’s website, www.education.ie.  In that regard mechanical works are assessed under Cat-
egory 3.

Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were announced in 
April last and are also published on my Department’s website.  Assessment of valid projects 
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in further categories, including category 3, mechanical works, is now being undertaken by my 
Department, subject to the overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of the scheme.

14/02/2017WRF02850Summer Works Scheme Applications

14/02/2017WRF02900179. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a de-
cision will be made on an application for funding to insulate the section of a school building 
(details supplied) under the summer works scheme. [6751/17]

14/02/2017WRF03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school to which the Deputy refers has submitted an application to my Department under the 
Summer Works Scheme (Category 9 - Structural Improvements).

Nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very 
high demand.  Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were an-
nounced in April last and are published on my Department’s website www.education.i.e.

Assessment of valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Depart-
ment, subject to the overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of the scheme as outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my De-
partment’s website.  The application from the school in question is available to be considered 
in this context.

Questions Nos. 180 to 182, inclusive, answered with Question No. 169.

14/02/2017WRF03150School Accommodation

14/02/2017WRF03200183. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
reason a school (details supplied) has not received grant aid for the provision of an extra class-
room; the status of this application; when moneys are likely to be granted; if he will review 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6830/17]

14/02/2017WRF03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that an application for additional accommodation was received from the school referred to.  My 
Department is assessing the application and a decision will be conveyed directly to the school 
authorities as soon as the assessment process has been completed.

14/02/2017WRF03350Third Level Participation

14/02/2017WRF03400184. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the action 
being taken to support schools in which less than 65% of students continue education to third 
level, to ensure more of these students can continue to third level. [6850/17]

14/02/2017WRF03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A number of measures are 
supporting increased rates of transition to further and higher education by students in second 
level schools.  These include the actions that are being progressed as part of the implementation 
of the National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education 2015-2019 and the new DEIS 
Plan launched this week.
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The new DEIS Plan identifies more than 100 actions targeted at our most disadvantaged 
schools.  This includes:

- Operation of a Book Rental Scheme will become a mandatory requirement for schools 
participating in the School Support Programme by September 2017

- A series of pilot schemes will aim is to encourage innovation and creativity in schools and 
the development of these initiatives will be supported by a School Excellence Fund; encourag-
ing innovation through school clustering

- Target supports for School leaders and teachers to equip them to support children to 
achieve their full potential (e.g. professional leadership training, preparation courses for newly 
appointed principals, mentoring and coaching courses)

- All post-primary schools participating in the School Support Programme will have access 
to a dedicated career guidance counsellor

- Improve the transition for children from pre-schools to primary schools in communities, 
building on the strength of programmes like ABC

- Appointment of an additional 10 NEPS psychologists to improve supports to DEIS schools.

My Department also provides a range of supports that are intended to assist students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, and other under-represented groups, to overcome financial barri-
ers to accessing and completing higher education.  Funding supports include the Student Grant 
Scheme, the Student Assistance Fund, the Fund for Students with Disabilities and a number 
of scholarship and bursary schemes targeted at students from disadvantaged backgrounds.

In addition, the HEA allocates funding to support the work of Higher Education Access Pro-
grammes with schools.  These aim to support more students from linked schools in making the 
transition to higher education.  Initiatives include mentoring for students in schools, support for 
teachers, guidance seminars, orientation and pre and post entry academic and pastoral support.

In total, my Department will invest approximately €450 million in higher education access 
measures in 2017.

The universities also collaborate in operating the Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) 
scheme through the CAO.  Under this scheme second level students from socio-economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds are supported in competing for a higher education place on the 
basis of lower Leaving Certificate points.

14/02/2017WRF03550Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRF03600185. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the actions 
his Department is taking to strengthen against cyber attacks after the National Treasury Man-
agement Agency website was temporarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking 
attack; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6879/17]

14/02/2017WRF03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Edu-
cation and Skills is highly dependent on information and communications technology, for the 
conduct of its business and is cyber-security aware.

My Department has a number of security policies and safeguards in place to mitigate the 
threats and risks as far as possible.  Policies and procedures cover a wide range of issues, in-
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cluding Internet access, e-mail usage, mobile device and remote access arrangements, password 
management and user authentication methods.  To this end my Department uses industry lead-
ing security products to filter e-mail and web traffic to automatically stop spam, viruses and 
other malware agents from infiltrating my Department’s computer networks.

My Department has a contract with an external IT security firm, to advise on system hard-
ening procedures.  My Department also monitors communications regarding cyber security 
threats from the governmental Computer Security Incident Response Team, CSIRT-IE, in the 
National Cyber Security Centre, and undertakes the appropriate follow-up action.

14/02/2017WRF03750Commemorative Events

14/02/2017WRF03800186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the ef-
forts being made to encourage schools to continue to embrace and reflect on all aspects of the 
1916 Easter Rising, including its cultural, political, social and historical relevance, as well as 
to honour the heroism and vision of those who took part in the Rising; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6924/17]

14/02/2017WRF03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): While the centenary of 
1916 has come, been commemorated appropriately by schools and has now gone, a number of 
important supports to students’ engagement with the cultural, political, social and historical rel-
evance of the events of 100 years ago are ongoing.  Some of this will undoubtedly be achieved 
through the lens of the new ‘Creative Ireland’ initiative, being led by the Department of Arts, 
Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, and the Department of Education and Skills 
has significant commitments under what is called Pillar One of this initiative.

From the more specific perspective of History, I am satisfied that there are a number of key 
supports to the study of 1916.  For one thing, many of the history-specific resources which 
have been developed for the Ireland 2016 commemorative programme retain a currency as we 
move further into the Decade of Centenaries.  The supports for teachers, and often generated 
by teachers, which are provided on the Department’s education portal Scoilnet remain available 
to teachers and students.  So too, the fabulous resources available from the Bureau of Military 
History, the Letters of 1916 and other repositories, which were partners in the Department’s 
work under Ireland 2016, will continue to be available to students, researchers and teachers as 
we close in on centenaries of other key years in the emergence of modern Ireland.

The Department will also continue its support for the all-island schools history competition, 
now in its fourth year and with a specific ‘Decade of Centenaries’ focus.  We are also looking at 
appropriate ways of archiving the Proclamations for a New Generation, of which over a thou-
sand were developed by schools during 2016.  These are a vivid reminder of the importance of 
learning from the past in order to reimagine and improve modern Ireland too.

A full revision of the History specification is now underway at the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA).  It is expected that this review will produce a draft speci-
fication, for public comment, in the first half of 2017, and that both the events of 100 years ago, 
and the skills that students need to interpret and understand them, will form key elements of the 
eventual specification.  The new specification is scheduled for implementation in the autumn 
of 2018.

14/02/2017WRF03950School Accommodation
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14/02/2017WRF04000187. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
extent to which he expects to be in a position to accede to the request for extra facilities includ-
ing a much needed sports hall at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6946/17]

14/02/2017WRF04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware the 
school in question has submitted an application to my Department, for significant capital fund-
ing for additional school accommodation.  The application will be considered in the context of 
the very significant challenges facing my Department in prioritising available capital funding 
for essential mainstream classrooms to meet the demand for extra school places and in cases 
where additional teachers have been appointed.

A decision will be conveyed to the school authority as soon as the assessment process has 
been completed.

14/02/2017WRF04150Schools Building Projects Applications

14/02/2017WRF04200188. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the design team 
for a new school (details supplied) has submitted the review of the impact to tender documents 
for the project arising from changes introduced in public works contracts; if the design team has 
submitted revised tender documents for the project; if the review and tender documents have 
been approved by his Department; when tenders will be invited for the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6970/17]

14/02/2017WRF04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In September 2016, the 
Board of Management and its Design Team were requested to review the impact of the recently 
introduced changes to the Public Works Contracts (PWC) and to revert to my Department with 
an assessment of what, if any, additional works are required to bring the tender documents into 
line with those changes.

The Design Team have confirmed that they are working on this report in parallel with the 
progression of the Stage 2b documentation and will submit the documentation to my Depart-
ment shortly.

Upon receipt and review of this outstanding documentation my Department will revert 
to the Board of Management with regard to the further progression of the project.

14/02/2017WRF04350Schools Building Projects Applications

14/02/2017WRF04400189. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has reviewed 
the costed brief change for a new school (details supplied); if approval for the preparation 
of tender documents has issued to the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6971/17]

14/02/2017WRF04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has com-
pleted its review of the Brief Change Request and the School Authority has been informed.

The School’s Design Team has been requested to finalise the Stage 2(b) Report which in-
cludes tender documents and submit the report to my Department for review.  Upon review of 
the Stage 2(b) report my Department will revert to the school with regard to the further progres-
sion of the project at that time.
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14/02/2017WRF04550School Enrolments

14/02/2017WRF04600190. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
position regarding the future of school placements in Swords in view of the growing popula-
tion; the construction work scheduled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6976/17]

14/02/2017WRF04700191. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline his 
plans for persons who are currently on the school list but cannot get a placement in Swords; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6977/17]

14/02/2017WRF04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 190 and 191 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is monitoring the pupil enrolment position 
in the area in question, together with all areas nationally, to take account of updated demo-
graphic data.  In that regard, my Department is aware of the demand for junior infant places in 
the area referred to and is liaising directly with the relevant schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, there are 13 primary schools serving the Swords area, five of 
which have had new state-of-the-art buildings provided since 2008.  Two of the primary schools 
are included in the current capital programme and a number of the other schools have under-
taken smaller extensions via my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme.

At post primary level, a new school is due to be established in September 2017, bringing 
to five the number of post primary schools serving the area.  Two of the existing post primary 
schools will be extended as part of the current capital programme.

14/02/2017WRG00200Summer Works Scheme Applications

14/02/2017WRG00300192. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
an announcement will be made regarding the summer works scheme for 2017; the amount of 
funding which will be available for the scheme; the priority and category of works which will 
be grant aided; if new applications can be made by schools for consideration for funding under 
the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6984/17]

14/02/2017WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 
which reflects a very high demand.  The current SWS was announced in late 2015 and is being 
applied on a multi-annual basis for the years 2016 and 2017.  We are therefore not accepting 
further applications at this time.  

Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were announced in 
April last and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  Assessment of 
valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, subject to the 
overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the scheme as 
outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Department’s website.  
I expect to be in a position to announce a further round of the SWS in due course. 

As the assessment process is currently underway it is not possible to indicate at this time 
the categories of works that the Department expects to grant aid.  In that regard it is anticipated 
that the level of allocation for this round will be similar to the previous round in 2016, i.e. in 
the region of €30 million.
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14/02/2017WRG00500Schools Building Projects Status

14/02/2017WRG00600193. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
provide a school (details supplied) with a new school building; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6985/17]

14/02/2017WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can advise the Deputy 
that Department Officials met with the school authority referred to in recent weeks to discuss 
the accommodation issues arising at the school in question.

More recently, I understand my Department has been in contact with the Chairperson of 
the Board of Management in respect of the schools intention to submit an application for ad-
ditional accommodation for September 2017.  Once the application is received, the matter will 
be considered further.

14/02/2017WRG00800Higher Education Authority Funding

14/02/2017WRG00900194. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the detail of the cur-
rent borrowings in excess of €1 million only of all HEA funded higher education institutions 
here, in tabular form; the original value and date of the loan; and the purpose of the loan and the 
repayment schedules, interest rates, lenders and nature of any State guarantee or underwriting 
of the loan. [6989/17]

14/02/2017WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 
by the Deputy is not readily available in my Department.  Officials of my Department have 
requested the information from the Higher Education Authority and available information will 
be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

14/02/2017WRG01100National Educational Psychological Service Data

14/02/2017WRG01200195. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will provide the names and addresses of the 47 schools in County Cork which do not currently 
have access to a NEPS psychologist for the purposes of carrying out educational assessment. 
[6994/17]

14/02/2017WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be aware 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides an educa-
tional psychological service to schools through the direct assignment of a NEPS psychologist 
and in some cases by providing schools access to the Scheme for Commissioning Psychologi-
cal Assessments (SCPA) where schools can have an assessment carried out by a member of 
the panel of private psychologists approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the 
fees for this assessment directly. SCPA is utilised, in the main, where as yet unfilled vacancies 
exist in NEPS staffing provision locally or where staffing resource is lost through extended 
leave (maternity, sick or carer’s leave). 

I attach for the Deputy’s information a list of some 93 schools in County Cork who currently 
derive this service through the abovementioned SCPA scheme rather than through a NEPS psy-
chologist. In the case of these schools, NEPs psychologists may no longer be assigned to those 
schools as a result of retirement, resignation or transfer to another NEPs region.  

The Public Appointments Service (PAS) maintain regional recruitment panels of qualified 
personnel to fill these vacancies.  During 2016, despite my Department’s best efforts the panels 
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did not produce recruits for NEPS in relation to all vacancies, the panels were therefore closed.

A new national recruitment competition was put in place last Autumn by PAS to fill all va-
cancies within all NEPS Regions.  The resulting interview process associated with this compe-
tition was completed last week and recruitment panels for each NEPS region, including Cork, 
will now be formed.  PAS will finalise the processing of the candidates, including Garda vet-
ting, and propose each candidate in series to my Department Human Resources Section for 
contract negotiations and formal job offer.

It is envisaged that the process will produce new NEPS psychologists for assignment to 
schools, including that to which the Deputy refers in his question, by the end of the current aca-
demic year.  However it is important to point out that in cases where NEPS service is not avail-
able through staffing vacancy or temporary absence of staff, as described above, the schools 
affected continue to have access to a psychologist through the Scheme for Commissioning 
Psychological Assessments to undertake pupil assessment work.

I would also confirm that all schools are able to access full NEP supports in the event of a 
critical incident irrespective of their having ongoing access to an assigned NEPS psychologist 
or not.

List of Cork City and County Schools who do not currently have access to a NEPS Psy-
chologist to undertake pupils assessment but who have instead access to the SCPA Scheme for 
this purpose 

10/02/2017

Roll No. TYPE Region County School Address 1 Address 2 Address 3
12263B Primary Mid-Mun-

ster
Cork GOGGINSHILL 

N S
BALLINHASSIG CO CORK

12473M Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork GREENMOUNT 
MONASTERY 
NS

SCOIL MUIRE 
NA NGRAS

GREENMOUNT CO CORK

13980L Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N B TOGHER 
CORK

TOGHER CORK

14433K Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork ABBEYSTRE-
WRY N S

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

16746S Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork BALLYGAR-
VAN N S

BALLYGARVAN CO CORK

17323S Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork MONKSTOWN 
N S

MONKSTOWN CO CORK

20088F Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork SCOIL MHUIRE 
N.S.,

SCHULL CO CORK

20105C Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork STAR OF THE 
SEA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

PASSAGE WEST CO CORK

20335T Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Scoil Phadraig 
Naofa

Foxwood Rochestown

62301N Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Colaiste An Phi-
arsaigh

Gleann Maghair Corcaigh

71102I Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Schull Commu-
nity College

Colla Road Schull Co Cork

91391H Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork St Peter’s Com-
munity School

Passage West Co Cork

02278I Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork MILLSTREET 
CONVENT N S

MILLSTREET CO CORK
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Roll No. TYPE Region County School Address 1 Address 2 Address 3
04578H Primary Mid-Mun-

ster
Cork BALLYVON-

GANE MIXED 
N S

AGHINA CO CORK

05656G Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N AN GHOI-
LIN

SCIOBAIRIN CO CORK

08393P Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N RATH 
DUBH

GRENAGH CO CORK

11236Q Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork NEWMARKET 
B N S

NEWMARKET CO CORK

11931L Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N IOSEPH DRINAGH DUNMANWAY CO CORK

12383L Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork UNION HALL 
MIXED N S

Union Hall CO CORK

13976U Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork ST MATTHIAS 
N S

CHURCH ROAD BALLYDEHOB CO CORK

14227H Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork KILCOE NS SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

14993C Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N RAE NA 
NDOIRI

RAE NA NDOIRI MAIGH 
CHROMTHA

CO CHOR-
CAI

15140A Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork BALLINGREE 
MXD N S

MACROOM CO CORK

15516T Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork CLONPRIEST 
N S

YOUGHAL CO CORK

15563F Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork LISHEEN 
MIXED N S

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

15646J Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork COOMHOLA 
N S

BANTRY CO CORK

16087E Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork KEALKIL N S BANTRY CO CORK

16396R Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork BOHERBUE N S BOHERBUE CO CORK

16648S Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork ATH TREASNA 
G N S

ATH TREASNA CO CORK

16885J Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork ADRIGOLE N S ADRIGOLE BANTRY CO CORK

16955E Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N NA MONA 
FLICHE

MACROOM CO CORK

17079K Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N CARRAIG 
AN IME

MACROOM CO CORK

17706L Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N AN MHAO-
ILINN

NEWMARKET CO CORK

18301N Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N MHUIRE B MILLSTREET CO CORK

18388F Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork SCOIL NAOMH 
MICHEAL

CHURCH ROAD BLACKROCK CORK

18422C Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork SCOIL NA NOG GLEANN 
MAGHAIR

CO CHORCAI

19307H Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork DERRINAGREE 
N S

DERRINAGREE MALLOW CORK

19525R Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork MHICHIL 
NAOFA

BALLINAKILLA BERE ISLAND BANTRY

19557H Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork CAHERAGH NS CAHERAGH CO CORK

19801P Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork DRI-
MOLEAGUE 
JUNIOR SCH

DRIMOLEAGUE CO CORK
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Roll No. TYPE Region County School Address 1 Address 2 Address 3
20413N Primary Mid-Mun-

ster
Cork Douglas Roch-

estown Educate 
Together N.S.

c/o Douglas Hall 
AFC

Moneygourney County Cork

62330U Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Patrician Acad-
emy

Mallow Co Cork

62350D Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork St Mary’s Sec-
ondary School

Convent Of Mercy Mallow Co Cork

62450H Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork St. Mary’s Sec-
ondary School

Convent Of Mercy Charleville Co Cork

62540I Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Deerpark C.B.S. St Patrick’s Road Cork

81009B Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Boherbue 
Comprehensive 
School

Boherbue Mallow Co Cork

91390F Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Millstreet Com-
munity School

Millstreet Town Co Cork

62693K Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Presentation Sec-
ondary School

Ballyphehane Cork

81008W Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Ashton School Blackrock Road Cork

91516B Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Skibbereen Com-
munity School

Skibbereen                         Co Cork                            

08430S Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork SCOIL NAOMH 
SEOSAMH

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

12203G Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N NAOMH 
ANTAINE

BALLINLOUGH CORK

13747F Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork RIVERSTOWN 
N S

GLANMIRE CO CORK

13889C Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork SHANBALLY 
N S

RINN SCIDE CO CORK

17804L Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N CNOC NA 
MANACH

MINANE 
BRIDGE

CORK

18292P Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork GAELSCOIL AN 
TEAGHLAIGH 
NAOFA

BAILE FEITHE-
AN

CO CHORCAI

18566D Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N ATHAIR 
MAITIU C

AN TOCHAIR CORCAIGH

18713N Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N FIONAN NA 
REANNA

NOHOVAL BELGOOLY CO CORK

18734V Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork REALT NA 
MAIDINE

BALLYPHE-
HANE

CORK

19381T Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork RATHMORE 
N S

BALTIMORE SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

20009G Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork GAELSCOIL DR 
M UI SHUIL-
LEABHAIN

AN SCIOBAIRIN CO CHORCAI

20106E Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork SCOIL NIO-
CLAIS

FRANKFIELD GRANGE CORK

20389T Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Scoil Maria As-
sumpta

Ballyphehane Cork

20477Q Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork St Patrick’s Boys’ 
National School

Skibbereen Co Cork

68263P Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Carrigaline 
Educate Together 
School

Carrigaline Co. Cork

68264R Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Edmund Rice 
School College

Carrigaline Co. Cork
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Roll No. TYPE Region County School Address 1 Address 2 Address 3
71120K Post-

primary
Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Cork College Of 
Commerce

Morrison’s Island Cork

71122O Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Colaiste Stiofán 
Naofa

Tramore Road Cork

76333G Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Carrigtwohill 
post-primary 
school 

Carrigtwohill Co. Cork

62260C Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Coláiste Chol-
máin

Mainistir Fhearmuí Co Chorcai

62270F Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Loreto Secondary 
School

Fermoy Co Cork

70990M Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Coláiste an 
Chraoibhin

Duntaheen Road Fermoy Co Cork

76064F Post-
primary

Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Glanmire Com-
munity College

Glanmire Co. Cork

01867W Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork CASTLELYONS 
B N S

FERMOY CO CORK

04054T Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork BALLINDAN-
GAN MIXED 
N S

MITCH-
ELSTOWN

CO CORK

10523O Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork FERMOY 
ADAIR N S

FERMOY CO CORK

11337W Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork KILMAGNER 
N S

FERMOY CO CORK

12382J Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork CURRIGLASS 
NS

CURRIGLASS MALLOW CO CORK

14107U Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork CASTLETOWN-
ROCHE N S

CASTLETOWN-
ROCHE

CO CORK

15594Q Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork GRANGE FER-
MOY N S

FERMOY CO CORK

15701O Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork BARTLEMY N S RATHCORMAC FERMOY CO CORK

16271U Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork WATER-
GRASSHILL N S

WATER-
GRASSHILL

CO CORK

16683U Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork BISHOP MUR-
PHY MEMO-
RIAL SCHOOL

FERMOY CO. CORK.

17505B Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N CILL 
RUADHAIN

GLANMIRE CO CORK

17528N Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N NAOMH 
CAITRIONA

CONNAITHE 
CONNA

CO CORK

17609N Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork RATHCORMAC 
N S

RATHCORMAC CO CORK

17868O Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork SCOIL FREAST-
OGAIL MUIRE

FERMOY CO CORK

17955J Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork MUIRE GAN 
SMAL

CLUAIN DIL-
LEAIN

FERMOY CO CORK

18196T Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork S N GLEAN-
NAMHAIN

GLANWORTH CO CORK

18377A Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork IOSEF NAOFA FERMOY CO CORK

18472R Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork SCOIL 
CHAITRIONA

BALLYNOE MALLOW CO CORK

19851H Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork GAELSCOIL DE 
HIDE

MAINISTIR 
FHEARMAI

CO CHORCAI

20204E Primary Mid-Mun-
ster

Cork Scoil Mháirtin Kilworth CO CORK
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14/02/2017WRG01400National Educational Psychological Service Expenditure

14/02/2017WRG01500196. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost 
to NEPS in County Cork under the scheme for commissioning psychological assessments each 
year for the past five years for private educational assessments by psychologists. [6995/17]

14/02/2017WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I attach for the Deputy’s 
information detail of the cost, borne by my Department, of assessments commissioned by Co. 
Cork schools for the past five year under the Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological 
Assessments.

Cost by Year of Educational Psychological Assessments paid for by NEPS under the 
SCPA scheme for Schools in Co. Cork

- 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Number 

of SCPA As-
sessments

337 280 161 230 178

Cost € 102,448 85,120 48,944 69,920 54,112

14/02/2017WRG01700National Educational Psychological Service

14/02/2017WRG01800197. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
number of pupils in County Cork currently awaiting an educational assessment under the 
scheme for commissioning psychological assessments; the length of time each child currently 
on the waiting list has been waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6996/17]

14/02/2017WRG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides an edu-
cational psychological service to schools through the direct assignment of a NEPS psychologist 
and in some cases through by providing schools access to the Scheme for Commissioning Psy-
chological Assessments (SCPA) where schools can have an assessment carried out by a member 
of the panel of private psychologists approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist 
the fees for this assessment directly.  SCPA is utilised, in the main, where as yet unfilled vacan-
cies exist in NEPS staffing provision locally or where staffing resource is lost through extended 
leave (maternity, sick or carer’s leave).

By way of information to the Deputy school are advised as to the access path contact details 
and level of access to the SCPA panel in the course of the academic year.  It is school authori-
ties that make the appropriate arrangements in relation to those pupils for whom assessment is 
indicated and schedule the assessment directly with the panel psychologist.  My Department’s 
NEPS service receive, post hoc, confirmation that the assessment has taken place, certification 
that it has been satisfactorily delivered and shared with parents and a copy of the assessment 
report produced.  On this basis an agreed payment is made by NEPS to the SCPA psychologist 
involved. 

14/02/2017WRG02000National Educational Psychological Service Staff

14/02/2017WRG02100198. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
number of whole time equivalent NEPS positions which will be recruited in County Cork under 
the recruitment competition put in place by the Public Appointments Service; and the current 
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whole time equivalent NEPS staff complement in County Cork. [6997/17]

14/02/2017WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides an edu-
cational psychological service to schools through the direct assignment of a NEPS psychologist 
and in some cases through by providing schools access to the Scheme for Commissioning Psy-
chological Assessments (SCPA) where schools can have an assessment carried out by a member 
of the panel of private psychologists approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist 
the fees for this assessment directly.  SCPA is utilised, in the main, where as yet unfilled vacan-
cies exist in NEPS staffing provision locally or where staffing resource is lost through extended 
leave (maternity, sick or carer’s leave).

I attach for the Deputy’s information a list of some 93 schools in County Cork who currently 
derive this service through the abovementioned SCPA scheme rather than through a NEPS psy-
chologist.  In the case of these schools, NEPs psychologists may no longer be assigned to those 
schools as a result of retirement, resignation or transfer to another NEPs region.  

Cork is part of the NEPS Mid-Munster Region comprising two offices (Cork and Clonmel) 
providing service to schools in Cork City & County and South Tipperary.  The Cork office 
providing service in the main to Cork City and County schools has a staffing complement of 
21 psychologists (18.9 whole-time equivalents).  Currently three vacancies exist in this office. 

A new national recruitment competition was put in place last Autumn by PAS to fill all va-
cancies within all NEPS Regions.  The resulting interview process associated with this competi-
tion was recently completed and recruitment panels for each NEPS region, including Cork, will 
now be formed.  PAS will finalise the processing of the candidates, including Garda vetting, 
and propose each candidate in series to my Department Human Resources Section for contract 
negotiations and formal job offer.

 Currently in relation to the Cork Office it is planned that one vacancy, and recruited from 
the end of the old panel, will be filled shortly.  Another will be filled through a transfer of a 
psychologist from another NEPS Region upon completion of her maternity leave.  The third 
vacancy will be fill from the new panel described above. It is  envisaged that all three should be 
in place by the end of the current academic year.  

However it is important to point out that in cases where NEPS service is not available 
through staffing vacancy or temporary absence of staff, as described above, the schools affected 
continue to have access to a psychologist through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychologi-
cal Assessments to undertake pupil assessment work.

 I would also confirm that all schools continue to be able to  access full NEP supports in 
the event of a critical incident irrespective of their having ongoing access to an assigned NEPS 
psychologist or not.

List of Cork City and County Schools who do not currently have access to a NEPS 
Psychologist to undertake pupils assessment but who have instead access to the SCPA 
Scheme for this purpose.

10/02/2017

Roll No. TYPE Region County School Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Ad-
dress
 4

12263B Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork GOGGINSHILL N S BALLINHASSIG CO CORK
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Roll No. TYPE Region County School Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Ad-
dress
 4

12473M Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork GREENMOUNT 
MONASTERY NS

SCOIL MUIRE NA 
NGRAS

GREEN-
MOUNT

CO CORK

13980L Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N B TOGHER 
CORK

TOGHER CORK

14433K Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork ABBEYSTREWRY 
N S

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

16746S Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork BALLYGARVAN 
N S

BALLYGARVAN CO CORK

17323S Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork MONKSTOWN N S MONKSTOWN CO CORK

20088F Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork SCOIL MHUIRE 
N.S.,

SCHULL CO CORK

20105C Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork STAR OF THE SEA 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

PASSAGE WEST CO CORK

20335T Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork Scoil Phadraig Naofa Foxwood Roch-
estown

Co. 
Cork

62301N Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Colaiste An Phiar-
saigh

Gleann Maghair Corcaigh

71102I Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Schull Community 
College

Colla Road Schull Co Cork

91391H Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork St Peter’s Community 
School

Passage West Co Cork

02278I Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork MILLSTREET CON-
VENT N S

MILLSTREET CO CORK

04578H Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork BALLYVONGANE 
MIXED N S

AGHINA CO CORK

05656G Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N AN GHOILIN SCIOBAIRIN CO CORK

08393P Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N RATH DUBH GRENAGH CO CORK

11236Q Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork NEWMARKET B 
N S

NEWMARKET CO CORK

11931L Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N IOSEPH DRINAGH DUN-
MANWAY

CO CORK

12383L Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork UNION HALL 
MIXED N S

Union Hall CO CORK

13976U Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork ST MATTHIAS N S CHURCH ROAD BAL-
LYDEHOB

CO CORK

14227H Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork KILCOE NS SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

14993C Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N RAE NA NDO-
IRI

RAE NA NDOIRI MAIGH 
CHROM
THA

CO 
CHORCAI

15140A Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork BALLINGREE MXD 
N S

MACROOM CO CORK

15516T Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork CLONPRIEST N S YOUGHAL CO CORK

15563F Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork LISHEEN MIXED 
N S

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

15646J Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork COOMHOLA N S BANTRY CO CORK

16087E Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork KEALKIL N S BANTRY CO CORK

16396R Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork BOHERBUE N S BOHERBUE CO CORK

16648S Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork ATH TREASNA G 
N S

ATH TREASNA CO CORK

16885J Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork ADRIGOLE N S ADRIGOLE BANTRY CO CORK

16955E Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N NA MONA 
FLICHE

MACROOM CO CORK
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Roll No. TYPE Region County School Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Ad-
dress
 4

17079K Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N CARRAIG AN 
IME

MACROOM CO CORK

17706L Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N AN MHAO-
ILINN

NEWMARKET CO CORK

18301N Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N MHUIRE B MILLSTREET CO CORK

18388F Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork SCOIL NAOMH 
MICHEAL

CHURCH ROAD BLACK-
ROCK

CORK

18422C Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork SCOIL NA NOG GLEANN 
MAGHAIR

CO CHOR-
CAI

19307H Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork DERRINAGREE N S DERRINAGREE MALLOW CORK

19525R Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork MHICHIL NAOFA BALLINAKILLA BERE 
ISLAND

BANT
RY

CO 
CORK

19557H Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork CAHERAGH NS CAHERAGH CO CORK

19801P Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork DRIMOLEAGUE 
JUNIOR SCH

DRIMOLEAGUE CO CORK

20413N Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork Douglas Rochestown 
Educate Together N.S.

c/o Douglas Hall 
AFC

Money-
gourney

County 
Cork

62330U Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Patrician Academy Mallow Co Cork

62350D Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork St Mary’s Secondary 
School

Convent Of Mercy Mallow Co Cork

62450H Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork St. Mary’s Secondary 
School

Convent Of Mercy Charleville Co Cork

62540I Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Deerpark C.B.S. St Patrick’s Road Cork

81009B Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Boherbue Compre-
hensive School

Boherbue Mallow Co Cork

91390F Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Millstreet Community 
School

Millstreet Town Co Cork

62693K Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Presentation Second-
ary School

Ballyphehane Cork

81008W Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Ashton School Blackrock Road Cork

91516B Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Skibbereen Commu-
nity School

Skibbereen                         Co Cork                            

08430S Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork SCOIL NAOMH 
SEOSAMH

SKIBBEREEN CO CORK

12203G Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N NAOMH AN-
TAINE

BALLINLOUGH CORK

13747F Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork RIVERSTOWN N S GLANMIRE CO CORK

13889C Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork SHANBALLY N S RINN SCIDE CO CORK

17804L Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N CNOC NA 
MANACH

MINANE BRIDGE CORK

18292P Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork GAELSCOIL AN 
TEAGHLAIGH 
NAOFA

BAILE FEITHEAN CO CHOR-
CAI

18566D Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N ATHAIR MAI-
TIU C

AN TOCHAIR COR
CAIGH

18713N Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N FIONAN NA 
REANNA

NOHOVAL BEL
GOOLY

CO CORK

18734V Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork REALT NA MAI-
DINE

BALLYPHEHANE CORK

19381T Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork RATHMORE N S BALTIMORE SKIBBER-
EEN

CO CORK
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Roll No. TYPE Region County School Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Ad-
dress
 4

20009G Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork GAELSCOIL DR M 
UI SHUILLEAB-
HAIN

AN SCIOBAIRIN CO CHOR-
CAI

20106E Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork SCOIL NIOCLAIS FRANKFIELD GRANGE CORK

20389T Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork Scoil Maria Assumpta Ballyphehane Cork

20477Q Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork St Patrick’s Boys’ 
National School

Skibbereen Co Cork

68263P Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Carrigaline Educate 
Together School

Carrigaline Co. Cork

68264R Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Edmund Rice School 
College

Carrigaline Co. Cork

71120K Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Cork College Of 
Commerce

Morrison’s Island Cork

71122O Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Colaiste Stiofán 
Naofa

Tramore Road Cork

76333G Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Carrigtwohill post-
primary school 

Carrigtwohill Co. Cork

62260C Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Coláiste Cholmáin Mainistir Fhearmuí Co Chorcai

62270F Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Loreto Secondary 
School

Fermoy Co Cork

70990M Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Coláiste an Chraoi-
bhin

Duntaheen Road Fermoy Co Cork

76064F Post-
primary

Mid-
Munster

Cork Glanmire Community 
College

Glanmire Co. Cork

01867W Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork CASTLELYONS B 
N S

FERMOY CO CORK

04054T Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork BALLINDANGAN 
MIXED N S

MITCHELSTOWN CO CORK

10523O Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork FERMOY ADAIR 
N S

FERMOY CO CORK

11337W Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork KILMAGNER N S FERMOY CO CORK

12382J Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork CURRIGLASS NS CURRIGLASS MALLOW CO CORK

14107U Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork CASTLETOWN-
ROCHE N S

CASTLETOWN-
ROCHE

CO CORK

15594Q Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork GRANGE FERMOY 
N S

FERMOY CO CORK

15701O Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork BARTLEMY N S RATHCORMAC FERMOY CO CORK

16271U Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork WATERGRASSHILL 
N S

WATERGRASSHILL CO CORK

16683U Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork BISHOP MUR-
PHY MEMORIAL 
SCHOOL

FERMOY CO. 
CORK.

17505B Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N CILL RUAD-
HAIN

GLANMIRE CO CORK

17528N Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N NAOMH 
CAITRIONA

CONNAITHE 
CONNA

CO CORK

17609N Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork RATHCORMAC N S RATHCORMAC CO CORK

17868O Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork SCOIL FREAST-
OGAIL MUIRE

FERMOY CO CORK

17955J Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork MUIRE GAN SMAL CLUAIN DILLEAIN FERMOY CO CORK

18196T Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork S N GLEANNAM-
HAIN

GLANWORTH CO CORK
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18377A Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork IOSEF NAOFA FERMOY CO CORK

18472R Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork SCOIL CHAITRI-
ONA

BALLYNOE MALLOW CO CORK

19851H Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork GAELSCOIL DE 
HIDE

MAINISTIR 
FHEARMAI

CO CHOR-
CAI

20204E Primary Mid-
Munster

Cork Scoil Mháirtin Kilworth CO CORK

  Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 169.

14/02/2017WRG02400Disadvantaged Status

14/02/2017WRG02500200. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
his correspondence (details supplied), the status of the review of the DEIS programme; when 
the review will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7014/17]

14/02/2017WRG02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, DEIS Plan 2017 was launched yesterday.

The DEIS Plan presents an ambitious set of objectives and actions to support children and 
young people who are at greatest risk of educational disadvantage, and introduces over 100 ac-
tions to support:

- A new methodology for the identification of schools

- A more effective system of resource allocation to ensure that resources are matched to 
identified education need in schools

- Better interdepartmental and interagency working to achieve more effective delivery of 
services in and around schools

- A pilot approach to introduce measure which have been show t work well in improving 
educational outcomes

- A monitoring and evaluation framework to gather better information on school perfor-
mance 

The Plan builds on the experiences of existing DEIS schools and draws on international best 
practice.  It sets out new targets to: 

- Further improve literacy and numeracy

- Improve school completion rates

- Improve progression to further and higher education 

The Plan identifies more than 100 actions in support of tackling educational disadvantage 
to ensure that children at greatest risk of educational disadvantage can achieve their potential.  
These include:

As an immediate action under the Plan over 100 additional schools identified will receive 
extra supports with some 20,000 pupils benefitting.  Details of these schools are available on 
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my Department’s website at http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-De-
livering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Plan-2017-New-DEIS-Schools-List.pdf

The fact that a school has not been included in the programme on this occasion does not 
preclude its inclusion at a later date, should its level of disadvantage warrant the allocation of 
additional resources.

The new DEIS school support programme will be implemented from September 2017, with 
ongoing work with education partners and other stakeholders to ensure successful delivery of 
its objectives.

14/02/2017WRG02700School Curriculum

14/02/2017WRG02800201. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
history is no longer a core subject in the junior cycle; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7077/17]

14/02/2017WRG02900209. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
continuation of history in the junior cycle; his further views on the fact that fewer students are 
studying history; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7221/17]

14/02/2017WRG03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Through comparing educa-
tion internationally, it has been found that in high performing education systems such as New 
Zealand, Queensland, Estonia and Finland, schools have been given greater autonomy and flex-
ibility in the programmes they offer. 

When schools in Ireland are implementing the new Framework for Junior Cycle, they too 
will have the autonomy and flexibility to design programmes within the parameters of the 
framework, mindful in particular of the needs of their students and their teaching resources.  I 
am in favour of leaving the decisions on what is offered to the discretion of the school, and of 
students having as broad a range of options to choose from as possible.

Because the total number of full subjects which can be done for assessment in junior cy-
cle is ten, it is likely that schools will retain most or all of their current subjects in their junior 
cycle going forward. 

Currently, over 90% of students choose History, although it is compulsory only in voluntary 
secondary schools, not much more than half our post-primary schools.  Curriculum choice is 
important in motivating students to learn and to remain in school to completion of senior cycle. 

Schools across all sectors offer History.  History teachers attract students to their subject 
through their own love and passion for History, and by engaging the natural curiosity of their 
students in, for example, the lives of people, the origins of the modern world and in objects 
and documents from the past.  History is generally the 5th most popular subject in the Junior 
Certificate examination.

I have every confidence that, through the implementation of the Framework for Junior Cy-
cle the place of History will be retained and given a new impetus across the junior cycle cur-
riculum.  A new specification for Junior Cycle History is being developed by the NCCA.  This 
involved extensive consultation with key stakeholders and the public, which finished recently, 
during which over 200 submissions were received.  The new specification will be available for 
implementation in all schools from September 2018.
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The Leaving Certificate History syllabus attracts about 25% of the total cohort of students.  
The aim is to make the new specification for Junior Cycle History more attractive, so young 
people can see it as a realistic option, rather than focusing on learning content by heart.  Many 
people believe that uptake in senior cycle could be improved if the junior cycle History was 
made more attractive, more relevant and perhaps less of a race against time.

In the new Framework for Junior Cycle, all schools are expected to provide opportunities for 
students to achieve 24 statements of learning over the period of junior cycle.  These statements 
include valuing local, national and international heritage and understanding the importance of 
the relationship between past and current events, the forces that drive change, and understand-
ing the origins and impacts of social, economic and environmental aspects of the world around 
them.  Even where students do not take History as a full subject, it is to be hoped that opportuni-
ties to achieve such statements through other forms of historical study can be provided to them. 

The minimum time allocated for subjects such as History will be 200 hours over the three 
years of junior cycle, or the equivalent of three 40-minute periods per week over three years.  
For many schools, this will lead to an increased time provision for History as a subject, and it 
will no longer be nominally linked to Geography as previously. 

This new minimum time stipulation for History as a subject should allow not only for a 
deepening of a student’s historical knowledge but also of his or her ability to analyse, interpret, 
write and develop historical skills more thoroughly.  Those very skills, and attitudes, can indeed 
be hugely important in ensuring that students are able to understand and interpret all forms 
of history, news and current affairs too. 

14/02/2017WRG03100School Accommodation Provision

14/02/2017WRG03200202. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made on an application by a school (details supplied) in view of the fact that the school 
will need to start construction to facilitate students for next year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7124/17]

14/02/2017WRG03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment has received an application for additional accommodation from the school referred 
to by the Deputy.  My Department is assessing the application and a decision will be conveyed 
directly to the school authorities as soon as the assessment process has been completed. 

14/02/2017WRG03400Schools Building Projects Status

14/02/2017WRG03500203. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage the tender-
ing process is at for permanent buildings for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7125/17]

14/02/2017WRG03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project to which the 
Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of the tender process.  Once the tender process is complete 
the design team will submit a tender report to my Department for review.  Following that review 
and subject to no issues arising, it is envisaged that the project will then progress to construction 
in the coming months. 

14/02/2017WRG03700Student Accommodation
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14/02/2017WRG03800204. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
meetings he has had with relevant parties in developing the national student accommodation 
strategy, which was assigned to his Department under the rebuilding Ireland housing plan, ac-
tion 4.7, to be delivered in quarter 2 2017; the name of each person he has met in developing 
the strategy; the organisation each represented; and the date the meeting took place. [7129/17]

14/02/2017WRG03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Alleviating the housing 
crisis is a cross-Government priority and the available analysis indicates that the lack of suitable 
rental accommodation for students is driving up rents in the private rental sector, particularly in 
areas where demand for rental property is high.  This is contributing to what we know is already 
a considerable strain on some students and their families to participate in higher education with 
knock-on effects on completion rates.  The reality is that dealing comprehensively with this is-
sue will only take place as part of a more general programme to address the major housing and 
homelessness issue.

Accordingly, my colleague Mr. Simon Coveney T.D., Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government, on 19 July 2016 published “Rebuilding Ireland – an Action Plan 
for Housing and Homelessness”, following Government approval of this comprehensive and 
ambitious Plan.  The full plan can be accessed at: http://rebuildingireland.ie/Rebuilding%20
Ireland_Action%20Plan.pdf

My Department worked closely with the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government in developing this Plan, with a specific focus on student accommodation, 
and I very much welcome the commitments contained in the plan and I look forward to working 
with colleagues on a cross-Departmental basis to ensure that the commitments contained in the 
Plan are implemented as soon as practicable.

As outlined in the Action Plan for Education 2017 and in the Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan, my officials have been working closely with officials from the Department of Housing, 
Planning, Community and Local Government and with other relevant stakeholders with a view 
to implementing all of the relevant actions in relation to student accommodation that were 
detailed in Rebuilding Ireland.  Under the Action Plan for Education 2017, we will publish a 
national student accommodation strategy which will set out a broad framework for delivery of 
an enhanced level of student accommodation.

In addition to this an inter-departmental steering group on student accommodation has been 
established which is chaired by the Deputy Secretary General of my Department.  This steering 
group is comprised of officials from my Department in addition to representatives from the De-
partment of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government, the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform, the Department of Finance, the Higher Education Authority, the Irish 
Universities Association, the Technological Higher Education Association, the Union of Stu-
dents in Ireland, the University of Limerick, Trinity College Dublin and the National Treasury 
Management Agency.  This steering group has met on four occasions with the fifth meeting 
scheduled for March 2017.

14/02/2017WRG04000Teachers’ Remuneration

14/02/2017WRG04100205. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, with 
regard to the pay deal which was rejected by the ASTI, he will provide clarification on whether 
the proposed deal would apply to members that may now wish to leave the union at this junc-
ture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7149/17]
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14/02/2017WRG04200206. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding the pay scale for teachers that are currently associated with the ASTI in an ASTI 
school that may wish to leave the union and join the TUI; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7150/17]

14/02/2017WRG04300211. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his posi-
tion regarding the pay scale for teachers that are currently associated with the ASTI in an ASTI 
school that may wish to leave the union and join the TUI; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7237/17]

14/02/2017WRG04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Question 
Nos. 205, 206 and 2011 together. 

 Decisions in respect of union membership are matters for the individual teacher concerned 
and my Department does not have a position on this issue.  Where teachers have questions as 
to the benefits of membership of a particular union, those questions should be addressed to the 
relevant union.

The current position is that the Lansdowne Road Agreement as set out in Section 2 of Cir-
cular 0045/2016 applies to teachers employed in Designated Community Colleges, Community 
and Comprehensive Schools and Voluntary Secondary Schools who are TUI members.  The 
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts 2013 and 2015 as set out in Section 3 
of the Circular applies to all other teachers employed in such schools.  The circular is available 
on my Department’s website and can be accessed at:

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0045_2016.pdf

In addition, a comprehensive FAQ document is also available on my Department’s website:

http://www.education.ie/en/Education-Staff/Information/Public-Service-Stability-Agree-
ment-Haddington-Road/FAQs-on-the-Lansdowne-Road-Agreement-Post-Primary-Teachers.
pdf

As is the norm with public service collective agreements, the Lansdowne Road Agreement 
was negotiated with trade unions which are recognised as representing staff in the public ser-
vice (including teachers).  It is normal practice in the public service that the decision of the trade 
union recognised as holding representative rights for a particular grade or sector will determine 
the position for all relevant staff in that grade/sector.  This context does not allow for acceptance 
or rejection of collective agreements by staff on an individual basis.

Accordingly, there is no proposal at this time to treat teachers separately based on the fact 
that they are not a member of a trade union.  However, since the announcement of the ASTI 
ballot result my Department has received a number of queries from both ASTI members and 
teachers who are not members of a trade union about union membership.  Therefore, having 
regard to the circumstances of the dispute with the ASTI, this is an issue that I will keep under 
review going forward.

14/02/2017WRG04500Education and Training Boards

14/02/2017WRG04600207. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made 
to date in examining a submission by the GRETB in relation to the redevelopment of Galway 
Technical Institute, which was initially submitted in 2011 and resubmitted in recent months; 
the reason for the delay in this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7172/17]
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14/02/2017WRG04700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan) 
(Deputy John Halligan): I wish to advise the Deputy that a major capital development pro-
posal was received from the then City of Galway VEC, now Galway and Roscommon ETB, in 
relation to Galway Technical Institute in 2011.  In November 2015, the Department received 
further correspondence from Galway and Roscommon ETB on the matter.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department’s current priority is focused on the provision 
of essential classroom accommodation to meet demographic demand in the primary and post 
primary school sectors. 

As a project for the Institute was not included in my Department’s 6 year Construction Pro-
gramme (2016-2021), it is not possible to provide an indicative timeframe for the progression 
of a building project for the Institute at this time. The ETB in question is aware of this position.

14/02/2017WRG04800Teaching Qualifications

14/02/2017WRG04900208. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person with a 
recognised teaching qualification that is employed as a youthreach resource person applies 
for a position within the post-primary sector as a subject teacher, principal or deputy, with the 
required minimum of five years wholetime teaching service for appointment of principal or 
deputy principal, if relevant experience within their youthreach employment can be considered 
for appointment to the position as advertised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7220/17]

14/02/2017WRG05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The recruitment and ap-
pointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school authority, sub-
ject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the 
Education (Amendment) Act 2012). 

In accordance with Department Circular 31/2011, schools are required to employ appropri-
ately qualified and registered teachers.

In relation to promotional posts at second level, Circular PPT 05/02 sets out eligibility cri-
teria for teachers who wish to apply for Principal and Deputy Principal posts “Candidates for 
appointment to the post of Principal or Deputy Principal will be required to have a minimum of 
five years’ whole-time teaching service or its equivalent”.

In general equivalent service for this purpose is service which attracts incremental credit as 
a teacher. 

  Question No. 209 answered with Question No. 201.

14/02/2017WRG05200Schools Building Projects Status

14/02/2017WRG05300210. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a new school premises for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7236/17]

14/02/2017WRG05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning - Stage 
2b - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of Tender Documents. All statutory approvals have 
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been obtained.

The stage 2b submission has been submitted to my Department and has been reviewed. 
Following this review my Department issued comments to the Board of Management on 7th 
February and has requested confirmation from the Board that a lease for the new school site 
has been finalized between the Patron body and the land owner. Confirmation that the lease has 
been secured will be required before stage 2(b) can be fully approved. Upon receipt of this con-
firmation my Department will then revert to the Board of Management with regard to further 
progression of the project. 

  Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 205.

14/02/2017WRG05600School Admissions

14/02/2017WRG05700212. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son the consultation period regarding the schools’ admission policies has been significantly 
reduced from 12 weeks to four weeks; if he will restore the timeframe having regard for the 
voluntary make up of schools boards of management and to allow for the greatest possible on 
the ground participation and feedback; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7288/17]

14/02/2017WRG05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware I 
have recently commenced a consultation process on the role of denominational religion in the 
school admission process and possible approaches for making changes. 

I believe that it is unfair that preference is given by publicly-funded religious schools to 
children of their own religion who might live some distance away, ahead of children of a differ-
ent religion or of no religion who live close to the school.

I also believe that it is unfair that parents, who might otherwise not do so, feel pressure to 
baptise their children in order to gain admission to the local school and I intend to reform the 
school admissions system in relation to the role that religion can play in that process.

I have set out four possible approaches for dealing with the issue, in primary schools in the 
first instance, including:

- A catchment area approach, prohibiting religious schools from giving preference to chil-
dren of their own religion who live outside the catchment area ahead of non-religious children 
who live inside the catchment;

- A ‘nearest school rule’, allowing religious schools to give preference to a religious child 
only where it is that child’s nearest school of that particular religion;

- A quota system, which would allow a religious school give preference to children of its 
own religion in respect of only a certain proportion of places, meaning that the remaining places 
would be allocated based on other admissions criteria – proximity to the school, lottery etc.;

- An outright prohibition on religious schools using religion as a factor in admissions, mean-
ing that all places would be allocated based on other factors. Within this approach, there is 
capacity to allow religious schools to require parents or students to indicate some support or 
respect for the ethos of the school.

I am also mindful of the need to avoid possible pitfalls and unintended consequences with 
each of these approaches, including most importantly possible impacts on minority religions and 
on the wishes of Protestant, Jewish, Islamic and other communities to be able to run schools in 
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accordance with their ethos and admit children from their communities to attend those schools.

Other possible consequences to be avoided include possible breaches of the constitution, 
technical and administrative difficulties impacting on the capacity to effectively run the system 
of over 4000 schools and the possibility of creating ‘postcode lotteries’, such as other countries 
have experienced, resulting in pronounced divergence in the quality of schools in more advan-
taged compared to less advantaged areas. 

I initially allocated 4 weeks for receipt of submissions to the consultation, however, I re-
ceived a number of representations from stakeholder groups who stand to potentially be im-
pacted by any changes, coming from different sides of the debates involved, as well as from 
Oireachtas colleagues on different sides of the Houses urging that the time period for the con-
sultation be extended.

I have also been made aware of the impact of the mid-term break and the need to allow 
groups who depend on volunteers, such as the boards of management of schools, to have the 
time to consult their members and communities and submit responses which are properly con-
sidered and comprehensive.  I am anxious to facilitate the fullest possible engagement from all 
stakeholders and I recognise and appreciate the work and commitment of members of boards of 
management and I value their input in this consultation.

Consequently, I have announced an extension of the time period for the receipt of written 
submissions in this consultation process by 4 weeks, meaning that the new deadline is Monday 
20 March. This means that the total time available for written submissions is 8 weeks. 

This phase of receiving written submissions is part of the broader 12 week consultation pro-
cess which will include additional steps, including any follow-up consultation that is required, 
collation of responses and development of next steps. These steps will require additional time, 
and I am conscious of legislative deadlines impacting on this work, in particular the Equal Sta-
tus (Admissions to Schools Bill) which is due before the House again shortly.

14/02/2017WRG05900School Patronage

14/02/2017WRG06000213. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress to date 
in the Government reaching its target of 400 non-denominational and multidenominational 
schools by 2030; the number of such schools to be opened in 2017; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [7305/17]

14/02/2017WRG06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that I recently announced new plans aimed at providing more multi-denominational and non-
denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of families and school com-
munities and the Programme for Government commitment in this area.

This will involve the Education and Training Boards in the initial phase, as the State’s local 
education authorities, identifying areas where there is likely to be demand for greater diversity 
and they will work with pre-school services to establish evidence of this demand among the 
cohort of pre-school parents. There will then be discussions between individual ETBs and the 
existing patrons/landowners concerning the possible transfer of schools to accommodate this 
demonstrated demand for diversity.

Each ETB will then prepare a report for the Department outlining the levels of demand 
within their functional areas and the responses of the existing patrons as to how this might be 
accommodated through the reconfiguration of existing school provision.
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In the subsequent implementation phase, where the level of demand for multidenominational 
schools is sufficient to justify transfer of a school from denominational to multi-denominational 
patronage, a process will commence to give effect to that. There will be a role for the existing 
patron/landowner in consulting with local community and school interests and taking into ac-
count proposals from different prospective multi-denominational patrons.  It is envisaged that 
transfers will largely be by way of voluntary transfer of live schools by existing patrons.

As the Deputy will also be aware my Department uses a Geographical Information System 
to identify areas under increased demographic pressure nationwide. When it is decided that 
a new school is required to meet demographic needs my Department runs a separate patron-
age process to decide who will operate the school. Following patronage processes, which give 
significant weight to parental demand, the vast majority of new schools which are established 
come under multi-denominational patronage. In 2016, seven new multi-denominational post-
primary schools opened, with a further five opening in September 2017.  Five new multi-
denominational primary schools opened in 2016. Three new primary schools will open in Sep-
tember 2017 and the patronage process for these schools is currently underway.       

14/02/2017WRG06200Disadvantaged Status

14/02/2017WRG06300214. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
the target under DEIS 1 to extend the library project to 50 schools has not been met (details 
supplied); the proposed timeframe in which it can be met in the future; if he will confirm that 
following the current DEIS review that the library project will be expanded and extended as 
previously planned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7320/17]

14/02/2017WRG06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Library Project re-
ferred to is the Junior Cycle Schools Programme (JCSP) Demonstration Library Project.

My Department is not currently accepting any new applications for the JCSP. The JCSP will 
be subject to a review at a future date when a substantial proportion of the new Framework for 
Junior Cycle is in place.

  Question No. 215 answered with Question No. 170.

14/02/2017WRG06600Summer Works Scheme Applications

14/02/2017WRG06700216. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
will be given to an application (details supplied) under the summer works scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7326/17]

14/02/2017WRG06800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of a Category 10 external environment project application un-
der the Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017) from the school to which she refers. 

Nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very 
high demand. Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were an-
nounced in April last and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  

Assessment of valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Depart-
ment, subject to the overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of the scheme as outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my De-
partment’s website. The application from the school in question is available to be considered in 
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this context.

14/02/2017WRH00200Site Acquisitions

14/02/2017WRH00300217. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made 
to date by his Department in providing a suitable site for a school (details supplied) which is 
scheduled to be built in Mullingar; the steps that can be taken to accelerate the construction of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7375/17]

14/02/2017WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy may be 
aware, my Department has identified a suitable site as a permanent location for the school to 
which he refers and the acquisition process is underway. 

Discussions are ongoing in relation to the provision of access to the site and officials in my 
Department are working with officials from Westmeath County Council in this regard.

14/02/2017WRH00500Commercial Rates Calculations

14/02/2017WRH00600218. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the details of the terms of the proposed rural rates alleviation scheme 
recently announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6708/17]

14/02/2017WRH00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation pursuant to the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  
The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  Howev-
er, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is spread over a number of enactments, some dat-
ing back to the 19th century.  Many of the provisions are outdated and not suitable for business 
trends in the modern era.  I have asked my Department to develop proposals for the preparation 
of a consolidated Rates Bill to modernise and consolidate the legislation in this area.  Among 
the measures being considered for the General Scheme of the Bill are provisions to allow a local 
authority to introduce rates alleviation schemes to support, inter alia, urban regeneration and 
rural development.

The Government recently launched Realising Our Rural Potential: The Action Plan for Ru-
ral Development, lead responsibility for which rests with my colleague, the Minister for Arts, 
Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  The Plan is aimed at delivering real change 
for people living and working in rural Ireland and includes a specific action to determine the 
feasibility of enabling local authorities to introduce rates alleviation schemes to support rural 
development policy objectives.  I have asked my Department to develop proposals in this re-
gard for inclusion in the General Scheme of the Rates Bill.  I hope to bring proposals in this 
regard to Government in the coming weeks.

14/02/2017WRH00800Community Development Projects

14/02/2017WRH00900219. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the new community development schemes for rural areas that have been 
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launched since the Government was formed, in tabular form; the funding allocations in 2016 
and 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6816/17]

14/02/2017WRH01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Lead responsibility in relation to rural development matters rests with my colleague, 
the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

Insofar as my Department is concerned, the Programme for Partnership Government gave 
a commitment to develop a new Community Development Scheme in 2017.  The new Com-
munities Facilities Scheme will provide for small scale capital grants to support community 
projects and to support community cohesion.  The overall allocation for 2017 is €2 million.  It 
is anticipated that the Scheme will be launched later in Q1 2017.

14/02/2017WRH01100Local and Community Development Programme

14/02/2017WRH01200220. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if the local community development committee in each local authority terri-
tory will be accorded the role promised to it of playing a key role in decision making on EU and 
national funded programmes and interventions as promised in the Government’s White Paper, 
Putting People First, in terms of delivering the action plan for rural development; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7148/17]

14/02/2017WRH01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The role of Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs ) is to secure a 
more joined-up delivery of public-funded local development and community development pro-
grammes in both urban and rural areas.  This will be achieved primarily through the community 
elements of the 6-year Local Economic and Community Plans prepared by each LCDC.  It will 
also be progressed through the LCDCs’ oversight and management of public-funded local and 
community development programmes.

In this regard, LCDCs have assumed oversight and management responsibility for a number 
of programmes since 2015.  This includes, for example, LEADER and the Social Inclusion and 
Community Activation Programme, significant interventions that contribute to the delivery of 
key objectives in the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development.

The aim is to expand the LCDC’s role over time, bringing a gr eater number of interventions 
within the Local Economic and Community Plan framework and securing unity of purpose 
across those interventions.  My Department continues to work towards this aim with other 
Government Departments and agencies through bilateral engagements, as well as through the 
Inter-Departmental Group on Local and Community Development.

14/02/2017WRH01400Local Authority Housing Mortgages

14/02/2017WRH01500221. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason a reply has not issued regarding a council loan query which had 
been marked as urgent (details supplied). [6691/17]

14/02/2017WRH01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A response to this query issued on 13 February 2017.

The standard annuity mortgage available from local authorities is targeted at lower income 
first time buyers who are unable to get a loan from a building society or a bank.  The relevant 
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terms and conditions applying to local authority housing loans are as set out in the following 
regulations - the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2012- available at: www.irish-
statutebook.ie/eli/2012/si/408/made/en/print.   

The credit policy which sets out the terms and conditions for the making of loans under 
these regulations stipulates that the primary earner on the application must have at least two 
years continuous employment (this can be self-employment).  This requirement does not mean 
that the employment must be with the same employer but rather that there should be no break 
in employment for at least two years.

I would advise prospective house purchase loan applicants to contact their relevant local 
authority for further information in relation to the loan products available and the terms and 
conditions that prevail.

14/02/2017WRH01700Urban Renewal Schemes

14/02/2017WRH01800222. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of urban regeneration schemes and the projected cost of these for 
2017. [6692/17]

14/02/2017WRH01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The schemes in operation, or which are shortly expected to come into operation, 
with an urban regeneration aspect under the auspices of my Department include the:

-  Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP),

-  Revitalising Areas by Planning, Investment and Development (RAPID),

-  Community Facilities Fund,

-  Repair and Leasing Scheme,

-  Buy and Renew Initiative, and

-  Regeneration under the Social Housing Capital Investment Programme (SHCIP). 

The SICAP budget for 2017 is €37.5 million.  This includes an allocation of €3 million 
under the European Structural Funds Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 
(PEIL) 2014-2020.  Funding under this Programme is for current projects only.

The Programme for a Partnership Government gave a commitment to reactivate the RAPID 
Programme in 2017, the previous programme having been wound down in 2012.  The fund-
ing being provided under the new RAPID scheme will be targeted solely at small scale capital 
projects in disadvantaged urban areas.  The total budget for the new scheme for 2017 is €4.5 
million.  Proposals relating to the structure and delivery of the new programme are currently 
being finalised.

The Programme for Partnership Government also gave a commitment to develop a new 
Community Development Scheme in 2017, which has evolved into the Communities Facilities 
Scheme.  Similar to the RAPID scheme, the funding is for small scale capital projects only but 
in addition to targeting disadvantaged urban areas, it also covers disadvantaged rural areas.  The 
total budget for the new scheme for 2017 is €2 million.

The new Repair and Leasing Scheme was launched in Waterford and Carlow on a pilot basis 
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in October 2016.  The purpose of the pilot is to ensure that the scheme is workable from the 
perspectives of local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies ((AHBs) respectively prior to 
the scheme being rolled out nationally.  It is anticipated that approximately 3,500 units will be 
secured for social housing through the scheme over the period 2017-2021.  A budget of €6m 
has been provided for 2017 to cover the refurbishment costs of 150 units, with a total budget of 
€140m being provided over the lifetime of the scheme.  I am currently considering the scope to 
accelerate further the rollout of this scheme.

The Buy and Renew Initiative is aimed at facilitating local authorities to purchase and renew 
housing units in need of remediation and make them available for social housing use.  €25m 
funding has been provided for the scheme for 2017.  The details of the scheme are expected to 
be announced shortly.

The Social Housing Capital Investment Programme spans a range of Exchequer funded and 
local authority funded programmes and initiatives designed to maintain and improve the exist-
ing local authority housing stock of over 130,000 units.  This programme includes an ambitious 
regeneration programme, funding for remedial works projects as well as for the provision of 
extensions, improvement works in lieu of local authority housing and improvements to accom-
modate tenants with disabilities.

The regeneration projects being funded by my Department under this Programme target 
the country’s most disadvantaged communities, including those defined by the most extreme 
social exclusion, unemployment and anti-social behaviour.  The Department currently supports 
a programme of large-scale regeneration projects in Dublin, Cork and Limerick and smaller-
scale projects in Tralee, Sligo and Dundalk.  These projects seek to address the causes of disad-
vantage in these communities through a holistic programme of physical, social and economic 
regeneration.  The total budgetary provision for the estates regeneration programme for 2017 
is €97.787m.

14/02/2017WRH02000Register of Electors Administration

14/02/2017WRH02100223. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the legislation in place which allows a local authority to remove persons from the 
register of electors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6696/17]

14/02/2017WRH02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The preparation of the register of electors is a matter for each local authority, as a 
registration authority, under the Electoral Act 1992.  The removal of persons from the register 
arises in cases where a person is deceased or where the registration authority cannot establish 
to their satisfaction that the registered person is still resident at the address.

Under section 20 of the Electoral Act 1992 it is the duty of each registration authority to pre-
pare and publish the register of electors in accordance with the provisions of the Second Sched-
ule to that Act.  Rule 5 of the Second Schedule to that Act sets out requirements in relation to the 
preparation of the draft register and provides that the registration authority shall make sufficient 
inquiries for the purpose of preparing the register.  The registration authority may also obtain 
information from the superintendent register of births and deaths in connection with deaths of 
persons.  Rule 5(6) requires registration authorities to prepare and publish a draft register on the 
basis of the information obtained under rule 5 of the Second Schedule.   

 Under section 18 of the Electoral Act 1992 the Minister may, whenever he thinks proper 
to do so, issue instructions to registration authorities in relation to the registration of electors 
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in order to ensure the smooth and efficient registration of electors and to secure uniformity of 
procedure in all registration areas. 

On 1 September 1997 the Minister instructed that, before deleting an elector’s name, reg-
istration authorities should issue a notice to that person indicating that the normal procedures 
have failed to establish that the person is still resident at the address.  The notice should inform 
the person that, unless information to the effect that the person is still resident at the address 
is received within 10 days, it is proposed to remove the person’s name from the draft Register. 

These requirements are further elaborated in sections 8.2 and 8.3 of my Department’s May 
2006 Guidance for Registration Authorities – Preparing and Maintaining the Register of Elec-
tors.

In circumstances where, for example, an eligible voter has not responded to such correspon-
dence and is subsequently removed from the register, he or she can apply to their registration 
authority for inclusion in the supplement to the register that will apply at any forthcoming elec-
tions or referendums.

14/02/2017WRH02300Foreshore Licence Applications

14/02/2017WRH02400224. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if an environmental impact assessment for a foreshore lease application 
(details supplied) on Galway Bay was carried out and lodged with his Department; and if his 
attention has been drawn to the large number of submissions that have been lodged with the 
foreshore applications unit of his Department opposing the application. [6701/17]

14/02/2017WRH02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Details of the application in question, including relevant environmental reports and 
other supporting documentation submitted by the applicant, can be viewed on my Department’s 
website at: www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/applications/marine-institute-spiddal.

The next stage in the processing of this application is that all aspects of the application 
and its supporting documentation together with any issues raised by the public, other interests 
or prescribed bodies will be carefully considered by the Marine Licence Vetting Committee 
(MLVC ) within the context of the applicable legislative framework (including Environmental 
impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessment legislation).  Subject to the completion of that 
process, the matter will be referred for Ministerial consideration.

14/02/2017WRH02600Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

14/02/2017WRH02700225. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide funding for a group water scheme at Coosan, Athlone, County 
Westmeath; if he will arrange for an extension of the sewerage scheme to incorporate this area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6712/17]

14/02/2017WRH02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney):  My Department’s new Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2016-2018 was de-
veloped through a working group of key stakeholders involving local authorities, the Water 
Services Transition Office, Irish Water, the National Federation of Group Water Schemes as 
well as my Department.

The programme provides for the funding of demonstration Group Sewerage Schemes, 
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through Measure 4(d), where clustering of households on individual septic tanks is not a viable 
option, particularly from an environmental perspective.

Local authorities were invited in January 2016 to submit bids under the programme.  The 
invitation envisaged no more than two demonstration group sewerage projects being brought 
forward under the measure in any one year of the three year programme.  The demonstrations 
will allow my Department, over the course of the programme, to determine the appropriate 
enduring funding levels and relationship with the current grant scheme.  A Group Sewerage 
Scheme, for the area in question, was not included by Westmeath County Council in its bids 
under Measure 4(d) of the Programme.

I understand from Westmeath County Council that there is a public mains (Irish Water) 
water supply in the area.  Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all 
aspects of water services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.  
Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from pub-
lic representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie. or by 
telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

14/02/2017WRH02900Rent Controls

14/02/2017WRH03000226. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 152 of 2 February 2017, 
if he has requested that the Housing Agency undertake a review of the rental market in electoral 
divisions, as distinct from electoral areas or municipal districts, in order to rectify anomalies 
existing in Carrigaline, County Cork, or other areas; if not, his plans for consider such an action; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6792/17]

14/02/2017WRH03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 
amends the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 to provide that the Housing Agency, in consultation 
with housing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister that an area should be considered 
as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Following receipt of such a proposal, the Minister requests the Direc-
tor of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to conduct an assessment of the area to establish 
whether or not it meets the criteria for designation and to report to the Minister on whether 
the area should be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.  For the purpose of the Act, ‘area’ is de-
fined as either the administrative area of a housing authority or a local electoral area within the 
meaning of section 2 of the Local Government Act 2001.  There is no provision for any other 
type of area to be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.

Following the enactment of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Ten-
ancies Act 2016, the Housing Agency reviewed the rental markets in certain counties nation-
ally and identified nine housing authorities containing electoral areas that could potentially be 
Rent Pressure Zones.  The Housing Agency consulted with the relevant housing authorities 
regarding their views on the rental markets, including housing demand and supply, and their 
experiences in relation to the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS), the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP), trends in relation to both general housing needs and homelessness and other 
relevant issues.   

On 24 January 2017 the Housing Agency proposed that 15 Local Electoral Areas in the fol-
lowing five housing authority areas should be considered for designation: Cork County, Galway 
City, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow.  On foot of the proposal from the Housing Agency, and in 
accordance with section 24A(2) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended), I request-
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ed the Director of the RTB to make a report to me as to whether these areas met the criteria for 
designation as Rent Pressure Zones.

On 26 January 2017, I received a report from the RTB confirming that 12 out of the 15 Local 
Electoral Areas examined met the criteria.  As required by section 24A(5) of the Act, I made Or-
ders designating the 12 Rent Pressure Zones on 26 January 2017.  The Orders came into effect 
on 27 January 2017.  Details of the areas that met the criteria and have been designated as Rent 
Pressure Zones are available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.
gov.ie/housing/private-rented-housing/coveney-designates-new-rent-pressure-zones.

The Local Electoral Areas of Cobh, Maynooth and Greystones were found not to meet the 
criteria.  The reports received from the RTB in relation to the designation of rent pressure zones, 
including a table showing the results of the analysis carried out on the 15 proposed areas for 
designation, are available on the website of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) at www.rtb.
ie/rentzones.

Under the Act, I have no further role or discretion in proposing areas for designation as Rent 
Pressure Zones or in deciding whether they should be designated.  The designation process is 
independent and based on clear objective criteria and quantifiable evidence.

The Housing Agency will continue to monitor the rental market and may recommend fur-
ther areas for designation.  Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found at a fu-
ture date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones.

14/02/2017WRH03200Repair and Leasing Scheme

14/02/2017WRH03300227. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of the operation of the repair and leasing scheme in County Tip-
perary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6832/17]

14/02/2017WRH03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) has been developed to assist private prop-
erty owners and local authorities or Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) to harness the accom-
modation potential that exists in certain vacant properties across Ireland.  The scheme was 
launched in Waterford and Carlow in early October 2016 on a pilot basis and my Department is 
currently working with local authorities to prepare for the wider national rollout of the scheme.

The scheme is targeted at owners of vacant properties who cannot afford or access the fund-
ing needed to bring their properties up to the required standard for rental property.  Subject to 
the suitability of the property for social housing, and the agreement of the property owner, the 
cost of the necessary repairs will be met upfront by the local authority or an Approved Housing 
Body (AHB).  This allows for the property owner to sign-up to a lease arrangement for a length 
that is linked to the value of the repairs, subject to a minimum of 10 years.  The value of the 
repairs will then be offset incrementally against the agreed rental payment over a defined period 
within the lease. 

A property owner can either choose to arrange for a contractor to carry out the repairs 
themselves, or the local authority or AHB can arrange this instead.  Property owners will not be 
required to take on landlord responsibilities and the local authority or AHB will have on-going 
management and maintenance responsibilities in respect of the properties.

A scheme of this nature will require both significant capital and current exchequer invest-
ment expenditure over the next 5 years and therefore must be properly analysed and assessed 
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to ensure the best use of public money.  The purpose of the pilot is to ensure that the scheme is 
appropriately modelled from a financial perspective but also, and critically, that it is workable 
from local authorities’ and AHBs’ perspectives and delivers high quality social housing effec-
tively.   

My Department and the Housing Agency, who are assisting with implementation of the 
scheme, are in regular contact with the two pilot local authorities and I understand that the pilot 
is progressing well at a local level.  In parallel, my Department is working with local authorities 
to prepare for the rollout of the scheme.  This includes assisting with access to public sources 
of data relating to vacant property, as well as facilitating local cooperation between AHBs and 
LAs on how the scheme will operate on the ground for interested property owners.

Several AHBs are working together with the Waterford and Carlow local authorities to man-
age the scheme in those particular areas and, as the scheme becomes available nationally, I ex-
pect that more AHBs will become involved in the roll out of the scheme.  AHBs have a proven 
record in managing the refurbishment of properties and being good landlords puts them in an 
excellent position to play a key role in the success of the scheme. 

Over the period 2016 to 2021, it is anticipated that up to 3,500 units will be secured for 
social housing under this scheme and I have committed to making €140m available over that 
period.  While the current target for 2017 is 150 units, the interest expressed by property owners 
and stakeholders so far indicates that the 2017 targets will be achieved and could potentially be 
exceeded following national rollout.  Taking account of this, the capacity of local authorities 
and AHBs to deliver under the scheme, as well as the necessary agreement on the financial con-
siderations arising, I am exploring how delivery under the new scheme might be accelerated.

I would encourage any local authority that is eager to engage early with the scheme to liaise 
with the pilot local authorities and my Department, in order to be familiar with the requirements 
around participation and also the practical implementation issues that are being worked through 
with the pilot scheme. 

14/02/2017WRH03500Local Authority Housing Provision

14/02/2017WRH03600228. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of the operation of the buy and renew scheme in County Tipper-
ary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6833/17]

14/02/2017WRH03700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The initiative to support the purchase and renewal of private houses for social hous-
ing use will be available in all local authority areas, including Tipperary during 2017.  I have 
made an initial €25 million available for this initiative this year and propose to increase this to 
as much as €50 million in 2018, depending on the uptake.  I expect this investment to deliver 
between 400 and 500 renewed houses for social housing use.

The full details of this initiative are being finalised and will be communicated to all local 
authorities shortly.  The initiative may present opportunities for local authorities and approved 
housing bodies to tackle dereliction in towns and urban areas, but prospective housing units will 
always need to be suitable for social housing use, in an area of need and to represent reasonable 
value for money.

I know that Tipperary County Council is commencing a process of identifying properties 
to which this initiative might apply and I look forward to receiving their proposals in the near 
future.



14 February 2017

281

14/02/2017WRH03800Housing Estates

14/02/2017WRH03900229. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount of the €9 million allocated in 2016 under the national taking-in-
charge initiative to assist in the process of taking 356 housing developments in charge which 
has been utilised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6834/17]

14/02/2017WRH04000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The National Taking-in- Charge Initiative (NTICI) for residential estates, with fund-
ing of €9 million, was launched in April 2016 to explore enhanced systems and procedures and 
new methods of working to accelerate the taking-in-charge process of housing estates.

Of the funding allocated, €7.7 million was paid out to local authorities and almost 330 de-
velopments containing 13,400 units have either been taken in charge or works have taken place 
and the development will now proceed to be taken in charge by the relevant local authority at 
an early date.

Under the terms of the NTICI, only those developments subject to valid taking-in-charge 
applications were eligible for inclusion in the call for proposals.  It is important to note that the 
NTICI was not intended to establish a rolling annual funding programme to take in charge all 
estates not yet taken in charge, but was instead intended to develop better knowledge and sys-
tems to support the taking-in-charge of further estates over time. 

Further information on the NTICI can be found on my Department’s website at the follow-
ing link: www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/current?query=Taking%20in%20Charge.

14/02/2017WRH04100Housing Data

14/02/2017WRH04200230. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of households that had their social housing needs met in County 
Wicklow in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6835/17]

14/02/2017WRH04300231. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of households that had their social housing needs met in County 
Tipperary in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6836/17]

14/02/2017WRH04400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 230 and 231 together.

The provision of social housing support to qualified households is a matter for individual 
housing authorities in accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and 
regulations made thereunder.  The Act provides for a range of social housing supports which 
qualified households may avail of in order to meet their housing needs.  In addition to tradi-
tional social housing, support also is also provided via the private rental sector through the 
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) and Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) and through 
the voluntary sector via approved housing bodies.

My Department does not hold information on the allocation of dwellings to households on 
the waiting list which are owned or leased by a local authority or provided via an approved 
housing body.  However, data on the number of households whose housing need is being met 
through HAP and RAS is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-
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provision.

14/02/2017WRH04500Housing Data

14/02/2017WRH04600232. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the location of the 5,280 homes built, refurbished or acquired under Pillar 
2 of the Rebuilding Ireland - Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6837/17]

14/02/2017WRH04700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Government has set out ambitious targets for the delivery of social housing sup-
ports over the lifetime of Rebuilding Ireland.  Last year, over 18,300 social housing supports 
were provided across a range of delivery programmes.  Within this, preliminary data shows that 
around 5,280 new social houses were either purchased, leased, remediated or built by local au-
thorities and approved housing bodies across the country using a range of funding mechanisms 
and delivery programmes.

The information on social housing delivery referenced above is provisional and full year 
statistics are collated by my Department based on returns from all the local authorities.  These 
are published as part of a wide range of statistical information on housing, which is available on 
the Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/
social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.  The information on the website is up to 
date as of the end of quarter 3 of 2016; information for the full year of 2016 is currently being 
finalised and will be published shortly.

14/02/2017WRH04800Derelict Sites

14/02/2017WRH04900233. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will request that empty houses in County Kildare owned by Waterways 
Ireland will be either taken out of dereliction or given to the local authority. [6853/17]

14/02/2017WRH05000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Derelict Sites Act 1990 requires every owner and occupier of land, including 
a statutory body and a State authority, to take all reasonable steps to ensure that land does not 
become or does not continue to be a derelict site.  It also requires that local authorities take 
reasonable steps, including the exercise of appropriate statutory powers, to ensure that any land 
within their functional area does not become, or continue to be, a derelict site.  To this end, local 
authorities have been given substantial powers under the Act in relation to such sites, including 
to:

- establish and maintain a register of derelict sites in their functional area,

- require specified measures to be taken in relation to a derelict site,

- impose a levy on sites which are included in their derelict sites register, and

- acquire derelict site s by agreement or compulsorily.   

I am informed that Kildare County Council does not have property owned by Waterways 
Ireland included in its Derelict Sites Register.  Accordingly, the utilisation of powers under the 
Act, including Ministerial powers, does not arise.
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It is a matter for local authorities to determine the most appropriate use of the legislation 
within their respective functional areas.     

Under section 8(5) of the Act, a copy of the derelict sites register compiled by a local au-
thority can be inspected at the offices of the authority in question during office hours.  This 
facilitates members of the public to engage, if they so wish, with their local authority in relation 
to addressing individual derelict sites. 

14/02/2017WRH05100Rent Controls

14/02/2017WRH05200234. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the detail of the report of the Residential Tenancies Board relating to rent infla-
tion in Maynooth in the past six quarters; if the position will be reviewed after 31 March 2017; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6863/17]

14/02/2017WRH05300235. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will inquire from the Housing Agency the reason the towns of Clane, 
Kilcock and Kill, County Kildare, were not recommended by it for possible designation by the 
Residential Tenancies Board as rent pressure zones; if they can be reviewed now; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6864/17]

14/02/2017WRH05400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 234 and 235 together.

The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 amends the 
Residential Tenancies Act 2004 to provide that the Housing Agency, in consultation with hous-
ing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister that an area should be considered as a Rent 
Pressure Zone.  Following receipt of such a proposal, the Minister requests the Director of the 
Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to conduct an assessment of the area to establish whether or 
not it meets the criteria for designation and to report to the Minister on whether the area should 
be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.

For an area to be designated a Rent Pressure Zone, it must satisfy the following criteria set 
out in section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended by section 36 of the 
Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016):

(i) The annual rate of rent inflation in the area must have been 7% or more in four of the last 
six quarters; and

(ii) The average rent for tenancies registered in the area with the RTB in the last quarter 
must be above the average national rent (the National Indicative Rent in the RTB’s Rent Index 
Report) in the last quarter.

Following the enactment of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Ten-
an cies Act 2016 , the Housing Agency reviewed the rental markets in certain counties nation-
ally and identified nine housing authorities containing electoral areas that could potentially be 
Rent Pressure Zones.  The Housing Agency consulted with the relevant housing authorities 
regarding their views on the rental markets, including housing demand and supply, and their 
experiences in relation to the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS), the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP), trends in relation to both general housing needs and homelessness and other 
relevant issues.

On 24 January 2017 t he Housing Agency proposed that 15 Local Electoral Areas in the fol-
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lowing five housing authority areas should be considered for designation: Cork County, Galway 
City, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow.  On foot of the proposal from the Housing Agency, and in 
accordance with section 24A(2) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended), I request-
ed the Director of the RTB to make a report to me as to whether these areas met the criteria for 
designation as Rent Pressure Zones. 

On 26 January 2017, I received a report from the RTB confirming that 12 out of the 15 Local 
Electoral A reas examined met the criteria.  As required by section 24A(5) of the Act, I made 
Orders designating the 12 Rent Pressure Zones on 26 January 2017.  The Orders came into ef-
fect on 27 January 2017.  Details of the areas that met the criteria and have been designated 
as Rent Pressure Zones are available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.
housing.gov.ie/housing/private-rented-housing/coveney-designates-new-rent-pressure-zones.

The Local Electoral Are as of Cobh, Maynooth and Greystones were found not to meet the 
criteria.  Clane and Kilcock are part of the electoral area of Maynooth and therefore do not meet 
the criteria to be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Kill, however, is part of the electoral area 
of Naas, which has been designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.  The reports received from the 
RTB in relation to the designation of rent pressure zones, including a table showing the results 
of the analysis carried out on the 15 proposed areas for designation, are available on the web-
site of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) at the following link: www.rtb.ie/docs/default-
source/rent-pressure-zones/summary-results-table.pdf?sfvrsn=2. 

Under the Act, I have no further role or discretion in proposing areas for designation as Rent 
Pressure Zones or in deciding whether they should be designated.  The designation process is 
independent and based on clear objective criteria and quantifiable evidence.

The Housing Agency will continue to monitor the rental market and may recommend fur-
ther areas for designation.  Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found at a fu-
ture date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones.

14/02/2017WRH05500Tenant Purchase Scheme

14/02/2017WRH05600236. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government the expected timeline regarding the review of the tenant pur-
chase scheme following the public consultation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6868/17]

14/02/2017WRH05700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland - Action Plan for Hous-
ing and Homelessness, a review of all aspects of the first 12 months of operation of the Tenant 
(Incremental) Purchase Scheme 2016 is currently being undertaken by my Department.  To 
inform the review, a public consultation was undertaken, with a closing date for submissions of 
10 February 2017.

The submissions received under the public consultation process are now being considered 
along with the scheme data collected from the local authorities.  I expect the review to be com-
pleted on schedule by the end of Quarter 1 2017.

14/02/2017WRH05800Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRH05900237. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
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Government the actions his Department is taking to strengthen against cyber attacks after the 
NTMA website was temporarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [6880/17]

14/02/2017WRH06000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department’s Information and Communications Technology Unit provides ser-
vices to safeguard the Department’s computer and data networks.  For security reasons, details 
of the measures used to strengthen our system against cyber attacks are not published.

14/02/2017WRH06100Septic Tank Inspections

14/02/2017WRH06200238. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the estimated completion date of the national plan for septic tanks based on the 
current rate of inspection. [6890/17]

14/02/2017WRH06300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 assigns responsibility to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to make a National Inspection Plan (NIP) for domestic waste-
water treatment systems and neither I, nor my Department, has any direct role in monitoring the 
implementation of the plan by the local authorities.

The EPA was the supervisory body for the purposes of the National Inspection Plan 2013: 
Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems, which was adopted and published by the EPA in 
February 2013.  The EPA has conducted a review of the implementation of the Plan for the 
period from 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014.  The report contains a breakdown by county of inspec-
tions that have taken place and includes details relating to non-compliant treatment systems and 
advisory notices.  It is available on the Agency’s website at the following link: 

www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/wastewater/Report%20National%20Inspection%20
Plan%20Web.pdf.  A further NIP Inspection Data Report 1st July 2013 - 31st December 2014 
provided an update to the previous review and included data from inspections carried out in the 
period 1st July 2013 to 31st December 2014.  This is available at: www.epa.ie/water/wastewa-
ter/nip/nip2013inspectiondatareport/. 

  The National Inspection Plan 2015 to 2017: Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems 
was adopted and published by the EPA in 2015.  The Plan provides for a minimum of 1,000 
inspections to be carried out by the water services authorities (which are the 31 county, city, and 
county and city councils) on an annual basis up to December 2017.  Details of the minimum 
number of inspections to be carried out in each county are included in the Plan.  This plan is 
also available on the Agency’s website at: www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/wastewater/nation-
alinspectionplan2015-2017.html.

14/02/2017WRH06400Local Authority Functions

14/02/2017WRH06500239. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that most local authorities do 
not publish or make the monthly chief executive report publicly available online; his views 
on whether it would facilitate the monitoring of service performance in each local authority if 
they did so; and if he will issue guidance to each executive to publish these reports in order to 
enhance transparency. [6914/17]
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14/02/2017WRH06600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Section 136 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by the Local Govern-
ment Reform Act 2014, provides for the preparation of a monthly management report by the 
Chief Executive of a local authority in relation to the performance of his or her executive func-
tions during the preceding calendar month, and its circulation to elected members of that local 
authority.

My Department, pursuant to section 136(4) of the Local Government Act 2001, as inserted 
by section 51 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, issued guidelines in this regard to lo-
cal authorities in July 2014, which are available at: www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/pub-
lications/files/lg_18_-_2014_guidelines_on_preparation_of_monthly_management_reports.
pdf.

While publication of the monthly management report is a matter for individual local author-
ities, I am mindful of the importance of transparency and I will have the issue of the publication 
of such reports considered in consultation with the local government sector.

14/02/2017WRH06700Mortgage to Rent Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRH06800240. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of applications that have been made for the mortgage to rent 
scheme since its inception; the number of applications that have been accepted or rejected re-
spectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6922/17]

14/02/2017WRH06900241. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on the main reasons applications for the mortgage to rent scheme 
are rejected; if any studies have taken place to quantify the reasons why applications are re-
jected. [6923/17]

14/02/2017WRH07000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 240 and 241 together.

Up to 31 December 2016, a total of 3,575 cases have been submitted under the Mortgage to 
Rent (MTR) Scheme, which was introduced in 2012 for borrowers of private commercial lend-
ing institutions.  Of these, 2,723 were ineligible or terminated during the process, 217 have been 
completed with 635 being actively progressed.  The reasons why a case has not progressed are 
varied and can depend on the lender, the property, the household and the ability of the Approved 
Housing Body (AHB) sector to increase their involvement in the scheme.

Statistical information relating to the MTR scheme since its inception, including statistics 
on cases that have been terminated and the reasons for same, is available on the Housing Agen-
cy’s website at the following web link: https://www.housingagency.ie/Our-Services/Housing-
Supply-Services/Mortgage-to-Rent.aspx.   

A number of amendments were made to the MTR scheme in July 2015 to enable more prop-
erties to qualify and to make the scheme more flexible and accessible to borrowers.

Notwithstanding the amendments already made, the Government is committed to support-
ing households in long-term mortgage arrears to remain in their homes.  A Review of the Mort-
gage to Rent Scheme was published on 8 February 2017 and represents the completion of an 
early action in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homeless-
ness.  The Review is available from the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: http://
rebuildingireland.ie/news/changes-in-mortgage-to-rent-scheme/.   
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The Review has explored the avenues and impediments to participation in the scheme and 
recommends a number of actions to make the scheme work better for borrowers.  Key actions 
include:

- Lenders will be required to formally communicate with borrowers as to why they are not 
suitable for the scheme.

- The property price threshold for a house in Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath 
and Wicklow is being increased to €365,000 (from €350,000) while the threshold for an apart-
ment/townhouse in these areas is being increased to €310,000 (from €300,000).  For the rest of 
the country, the threshold for a house is being increased to €280,000 (from €250,000) and for 
an apartment / townhouse to €210,000 (€190,000).

- Flexibility will be provided in relation to the size of properties which qualify for the 
scheme.  In practical terms, this means that an assessment of the property size suitable to a par-
ticular household will allow for a maximum of two additional bedrooms in the property above 
the actual needs of the household, with the property still being considered eligible.

- There are a number of actions to improve knowledge and understanding of the scheme.  A 
range of state agencies will be facilitated to assist and guide borrowers who could benefit from 
the scheme.  A Step by Step Guide for Borrowers will be produced alongside a range of other 
targeted information supports.

I am confident that the implementation of the actions put forward in the Review will make 
the MTR process quicker, more transparent, easier to navigate for borrowers and ultimately, 
more accessible to more households in mortgages distress.

In addition, the Review concludes that the current financial model of the scheme may not be 
capable of delivering the scale of successful cases that could benefit from the scheme over time.  
Currently, the MTR scheme relies on AHBs to purchase from lenders properties that have been 
voluntarily surrendered by eligible borrowers.  A number of private equity firms have expressed 
an interest in purchasing mortgage debt portfolios from commercial banks with a view to ex-
ploring the potential for them to access the MTR scheme model for the borrowers in occupation 
of the mortgaged property.  They are seeking an alternative arrangement that would see the 
mortgaged property staying in the funding firm’s ownership and the property itself leased back 
to the local authority in circumstances where the borrower is eligible for MTR and the borrower 
would therefore remain in their own home.

One of the outcomes of the Review is that in order to test the operability of alternative fund-
ing models for the scheme, the Housing Agency will work with a number of financial entities 
who have come forward with an interest in working with the MTR scheme to progress a num-
ber of pilot alternative lease arrangements.  The objective is to explore what is available within 
the current market and to determine if this alternative model will benefit a greater number of 
households.

A detailed financial assessment of the structure of the funding of the MTR scheme will be 
undertaken in advance of the budgetary process for 2018.  The assessment will be informed 
by the early impact of the other actions proposed by the review, as well as the outcome of the 
experience with the pilot lease arrangements, and the availability of financial resources overall.

Social and Affordable Housing

14/02/2017WRJ00200242. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
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cal Government the reason a person on a social housing waiting list for five or six years, who 
moves a few miles to a different county to rent and apply for the HAP scheme, must reapply 
to go on the waiting list in the other county and go back to the bottom of the list; and if he will 
consider changing this policy (details supplied). [6965/17]

14/02/2017WRJ00300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the Social 
Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 set down a standard procedure for assessing applicants 
for social housing support.  A household may apply for support to one housing authority only, 
which may be the authority for the area in which the household normally resides or with which 
it has a local connection, or the authority that agrees, at its discretion, to assess the household 
for support.  In determining whether a household has a local connection with its area, a housing 
authority must have regard to whether a household member:

- lived in the area for a continuous 5 year period at any time in the past,

- is employed in the area or within 15 km of the area,

- is in full-time education, or attending specialist medical care in the area, or

- has a relative (defined in the Regulations) living in the area for 2 years or longer.   

The flexibility of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme as a form of social hous-
ing support is one of the scheme’s key elements and an important benefit envisaged for many 
households with a housing need.  The movement of households, within a local authority area, 
for the purposes of employment, further education or other reasonable reasons is facilitated 
for households under the scheme, while retaining HAP support.  The phased implementation 
of the HAP pilot scheme has afforded my Department an opportunity for learning and it is in 
this context that the need for greater ease in the provision of flexibility of movement of HAP 
households between local authority areas has been identified.  The movement of HAP supported 
households between neighbouring local authority areas has been facilitated to date in a small 
number of cases. 

This matter is under consideration and the options to facilitate such movements, while re-
maining cognisant of the Ministerial Direction in relation to transfers to other forms of social 
housing, are being explored within my Department with input from all local authorities.   

My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review.  In gen-
eral, I am satisfied with how the HAP scheme is operating and I consider it to be a key vehicle 
for meeting housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme under Rebuilding Ireland.

Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

14/02/2017WRJ00400243. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of Part V units paid for by each local authority in each of the 
years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the average cost of these units in each of these years in 
each of the local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6981/17]

14/02/2017WRJ00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department publishes a wide range of statistical information on housing deliv-
ery, including information on Part V units acquired, and these are available on the Department’s 
website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/affordable-housing/
affordable-housing-and-part-v-statistics.
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Given the reduced levels of construction activity in recent years, there has been limited 
delivery of units under Part V.  Accordingly, average costs based on such a limited number of 
units may not give a representative indication of costs more generally.  Subject to that qualifica-
tion, and taking account of the fact that some local authorities now utilise their own resources , 
alongside funding provided by my Department, to fund Part V obligations, the average cost of 
Part V units funded by my Department in 2016 was €161,160 per unit.   

Control of Dogs

14/02/2017WRJ00600244. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 147 of 2 February 2017, the details of the 
appropriate body to deal with complaints that a local authority has not complied with EU rules 
and legislation regarding tendering.  [6986/17]

14/02/2017WRJ00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Each local authority has a designated Procurement Officer who plays a key role in 
delivering strategic procurement objectives including ensuring that the local authority complies 
with procurement directives, legislation, circulars and other legal requirements.  Each local au-
thority also has an internal audit function which provides an independent, objective assurance 
designed to add value and improve the organisation’s operations.  

The Tender Advisory Service (TAS) is being piloted by the Office of Government Procure-
ment (OGP) to assist suppliers who have issues or concerns with a procurement process carried 
out by a public sector contracting body.  TAS operates through the OGP’s Customer Service 
Section. 

Issues regarding public procurement can also be raised with the contracting authority at 
any time during the tender process.  Following the evaluation of tenders, the Irish Regulations 
(implementing the Remedies Directive) provide for a minimum standstill period of fourteen 
days where notification in compliance with the Irish Regulations is sent by fax or electronically 
and a minimum standstill period of sixteen days where notification is by any other means.  The 
standstill period starts on the day after the day on which the notification is sent.  The purpose 
of a standstill period is to allow for effective pre-contract remedy to disappointed tenderers and 
the contracting authority may not conclude a contract with an identified preferred tenderer dur-
ing this time.   

Legal redress can also be sought from the High Court in the form of a Judicial Review.  
Regulations provide that an application shall be made within 30 calendar days after the appli-
cant was notified of the decision, or knew or ought to have known of the infringement alleged 
in the application.   

Local Authority Housing

14/02/2017WRJ00800245. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding funding; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6991/17]

14/02/2017WRJ00900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney):  Further to my correspondence with the Deputy in relation to this matter, I can con-
firm that Regulation 3 of the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2012 clearly states 
that the Regulations apply to the provision of loan finance by housing authorities to first-time 
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buyers for the acquisition of houses or for the construction of new houses.    

To ensure effective targeting of limited resources, local authority loan finance continues to 
be available to first-time buyers only.  The Regulations are kept under ongoing review and there 
are no plans, at this time, to alter the Regulations in this regard.

Irish Water

14/02/2017WRJ01000246. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if revenue raised by Irish Water through domestic water charges is used to 
fund the operational costs of the provision of water services or the rolling capital programme, as 
detailed in page 23 of Irish Water’s business plan; and if some or all of the revenue raised from 
domestic water charges is allocated to Irish Water’s capital investment programme, the amount 
allocated for each year that domestic water charges have been collected. [6992/17]

14/02/2017WRJ01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney):  The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) regulatory process sets the allowed 
revenue which covers both operational costs and the costs of funding the approved capital 
programme.  The CER does not approve the particular sources of funding for the capital pro-
gramme or the particular debt/equity mix.  In the case of Irish Water, the capital programme is 
funded by a mix of funding from operations (i.e. customer revenue including that provided by 
the State subvention which is equivalent to the purchase of water on behalf of domestic custom-
ers under a number of headings), debt and equity.  The following table indicates the breakdown 
between these elements in the period 2015-2016 in line with the Irish Water Business Plan, 
from a cash flow perspective.   

Funding and Expenditure (including Capital Expenditure 2015-2016)

 2015 Actual - €m 2016 Forecast - €m 2015-2016 - €m 
Operating Revenue 705 918 1,623 
Debt 592 12 604 
Equity 54 280 334 
Total Funding 1,351 1,210 2,561 
Capital Expenditure 571 462 1,033 
Operating Expendi-
ture 

780 748 1,528 

Total Expenditure   1,351 1,210 2,561 

When account is taken of the operating revenue (customer and subvention) required to meet 
operating expenditure needs, there was a balance of €95 million available from this source to 
fund capital expenditure in 2015 and 2016.  In the period 2017-2021, in accordance with the 
Business Plan, the forecast revenue from customers/subvention amounts to 26% of the pro-
posed capital spending, with debt accounting for 46% and equity for 28%.   

Tenant Purchase Scheme

14/02/2017WRJ01200247. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason a person with sufficient funds is not allowed to purchase their home 
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from Tipperary County Council under the tenant purchase scheme; the rules, regulations or 
legislation which is imposed on the council precluding it from selling properties to long-term 
tenants who have sufficient resources to purchase and repair a property; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7009/17]

14/02/2017WRJ01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  
The Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, includ-
ing having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of 
social housing support for at least 1 year.  

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the Scheme is determined by the rel-
evant housing authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direction 
issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014.  In 
the determination of the minimum reckonable income, housing authorities can include income 
from a number of different sources and classes, such as from employment, private pensions, 
maintenance payments and certain social welfare payments, including pensions, where the so-
cial welfare payment is secondary to employment income. 

In order to ensure the sustainability of the scheme, it is essential that an applicant’s income 
is of a long-term and sustainable nature.  This is necessary to ensure that the tenant purchasing 
the house is in a financial position, as the owner, to maintain and insure the property for the 
duration of the charged period, in compliance with the conditions of the order transferring the 
ownership of, and responsibility for, the house from the local authority to the tenant.   

In line with the commitment given in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness, a review of all aspects of the first 12 months of the scheme’s operation is cur-
rently being undertaken by my Department.  Any changes to the terms and conditions of the 
scheme which are considered necessary based on the evidence gathered at that stage will be 
brought forward. 

I expect this review to be completed by the end of Quarter 1 2017.

Local Authority Functions

14/02/2017WRJ01400248. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when Sligo County Council will be given permission to proceed with works 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7063/17]

14/02/2017WRJ01500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Sligo County Council provided my Department with updated costs for the project 
in question in the last week.  These are now being examined and a response will issue to the 
Council shortly. 

Foreshore Licence Applications

14/02/2017WRJ01600249. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the names and the qualifications of his Department’s internal technical 
advisers who will be assessing a foreshore lease application (details supplied) on Galway Bay; 



Questions - Written Answers

292

and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7071/17]

14/02/2017WRJ01700250. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans to obtain legal advice from the Chief State Solicitor’s office in 
relation to a foreshore lease application (details supplied), in view of the fact that many of the 
555 public submissions to the foreshore application process relate to national and international 
legal concerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7072/17]

14/02/2017WRJ01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 249 and 250 together.

As I have previously indicated, Application FS006566 is solely in relation to a non-com-
mercial test facility.  Under this application, there will be no facility to export power from any 
of the devices being tested at the site. 

I will make a decision on this case following careful examination and consideration of the 
application and supporting documentation and all views/comments received including those of 
the prescribed bodies and the public. 

Internal advisers in my Department’s Water and Marine Advisory Unit are appointed to their 
roles on the basis that they have the appropriate professional qualifications and experience com-
mensurate with my Department’s role in foreshore consenting.  It is of course open to me as the 
Minister with responsibility for making the decision on this application to seek advices from 
whatever body I deem necessary in the determination of the application. 

This matter has yet to come before me for decision and will only do so once the Marine 
Licence Vetting Committee has met and considered the matter.  

Social and Affordable Housing Data

14/02/2017WRJ01900251. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of one-off privately owned houses or apartments Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council has purchased in each of the years 2015 and 2016, in tabular form; 
the costs involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7078/17]

14/02/2017WRJ02000252. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of residential units that were built by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Council for social housing in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7079/17]

14/02/2017WRJ02100253. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of residential units that were built by South Dublin County Council 
for social housing in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7080/17]

14/02/2017WRJ02200254. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of residential units that were built by Dublin City Council for 
social housing in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7081/17]

14/02/2017WRJ02300255. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of residential units that were built by Fingal County Council for 
social housing in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7082/17]

14/02/2017WRJ02400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 251 to 255, inclusive, together. 
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The Government has set out ambitious targets for the delivery of social housing supports 
over the lifetime of Rebuilding Ireland.  Last year, over 18,300 social housing supports were 
provided across a range of delivery programmes.  Within this, preliminary data shows that 
around 5,280 new social houses were either purchased, leased, remediated or built by local au-
thorities and approved housing bodies across the country using a range of funding mechanisms 
and delivery programmes. 

My Department publishes a wide range of statistical information on housing delivery and 
these are available on the Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.
ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.  The infor-
mation on the website is up to date, as of the end of quarter 3 2016, and information for the full 
year of 2016 is currently being finalised and will be published shortly.   

National Planning Framework

14/02/2017WRJ02500256. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an itemised breakdown of all expenditure to date on the 
development of the national planning framework and the Ireland 2040 Our Plan campaign, 
including expenditure on external consultants, marketing, communication, advertising, social 
media and website development. [7143/17]

14/02/2017WRJ02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Since June of last year when the initial stakeholder event in relation to the develop-
ment of the Ireland 2040- Our Plan: National Planning Framework (NPF) was held, €131,679 
in total has been spent.  This has been spread across the areas of technical analysis and research, 
public consultation and communications.  As indicated in replies to previous Questions, the 
development of the Framework, one of the most strategically important public policy exercises 
currently under way by the Government, will be a collaborative exercise, the ultimate success 
of which will depend on the degree to which all citizens have the opportunity to have their say 
on how Ireland should develop over the next twenty years or more, and how we can plan for 
and accommodate the substantial additional population expected by 2040 in a more strategic 
and sustainable way. 

In this regard a number of initiatives have been put in place aimed at maintaining and updat-
ing the information flow and providing a forum or point of contact for feedback, where needed.  
For example, a dedicated website, www.npf.ie, has been put in place and a dedicated email ad-
dress, npf@housing.gov.ie has also been created. 

In addition to the standard provision of textual and graphic information to view and down-
load, the website facilitates engagement with the general public through the use of easy to 
understand video presentations and social media which will be used and re-used throughout the 
process bringing down costs.  Total expenditure to date in these areas, including promotional 
material, graphic design and video, is €37,132.  The website will be one of the main platforms 
for ensuring the public can keep up to date over the life of the plan and is a long-term invest-
ment. 

A public consultation strategy, ‘Ireland 2040 – Our Plan’ (National Planning Framework), 
is currently under way and will run to the middle of March, the outcome of which will feed 
into further analysis and robust evidence-based policy in formulating a draft Framework by the 
Summer.  A first round of preliminary consultations with key stakeholders was undertaken in 
June of last year, and a report on the consultation has been prepared.  Venue and streaming costs 
to date on this total €10,072. 
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In relation to research, the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) is currently 
working with my Department on NPF relevant research and empirical evidence.  This work 
includes developing an “economic model and baseline” scenario, considering a range of future 
development options, including a “business-as-usual” scenario.  To date €60,000 has been paid 
to the ESRI in relation to this key area of research, which will be of benefit across a range of 
Departments and will help inform plan making at the regional level. 

External experts on environmental assessments required under EU law have been appointed 
to carry out technical analyses including a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), an Ap-
propriate Assessment under the Habitats Directives (AA) and a Strategic Flood Risk Assess-
ment (SFRA).  An environmental scoping report is currently being prepared and will inform the 
pre-draft consultation process.  Expenditure incurred on this work to date amounts to €24,475. 

Further information in relation to Ireland 2040- Our Plan: National Planning Framework 
is available on the www.npf.ie  website.  All efforts are being and will continue to be made to 
ensure that expenditure in connection with the Plan is kept to the minimum possible commen-
surate with the task in hand.

Rent Controls

14/02/2017WRJ02700257. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the towns in County Kildare that are covered by the new rent controls; and if 
there are plans to extend these controls to other towns in the county in which rents are increas-
ing rapidly. [7152/17]

14/02/2017WRJ02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 
amends the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 to provide that the Housing Agency, in consultation 
with housing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister that an area should be considered 
as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Following receipt of such a proposal, the Minister requests the Direc-
tor of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to conduct an assessment of the area to establish 
whether or not it meets the criteria for designation and to report to the Minister on whether 
the area should be designated as a Rent Pressure Zone.  

On 24 January 2017 the Housing Agency proposed that 15 Local Electoral Areas in the fol-
lowing five housing authority areas should be considered for designation: Cork County, Galway 
city, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow.  On foot of the proposal from the Housing Agency, and in ac-
cordance with section 24A(2) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended), I requested 
the Director of the RTB to make a report to me as to whether these areas met the criteria for 
designation as Rent Pressure Zones. 

On 26 January 2017, I received a report from the RTB confirming that 12 out of the 15 Lo-
cal Electoral Areas examined met the criteria.  As required by section 24A(5) of the Act, I made 
Orders designating the 12 Rent Pressure Zones on 26 January 2017.   

On 27 January 2017, the designation of the local electoral areas of Naas, Celbridge-Leixlip 
and Kildare-Newbridge in County Kildare as Rent Pressure Zones came into effect.  The towns 
covered by these designations are provided for in the County of Kildare Local Electoral Areas 
and Municipal Districts Order 2014 (S.I. No. 52 of 2014), a copy of which can be accessed at:   

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/si/52/made/en/print.   

Under the Act, I have no further role or discretion in proposing areas for designation as Rent 



14 February 2017

295

Pressure Zones or in deciding whether they should be designated.  The designation process is 
independent and based on clear objective criteria and quantifiable evidence.   

The Housing Agency will continue to monitor the rental market and may recommend fur-
ther areas for designation.  Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found at a fu-
ture date that additional areas meet the criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones. 

Social and Affordable Housing Data

14/02/2017WRJ02900258. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of households that are currently on social housing transfer lists 
nationally; if he will provide a breakdown for each of the years 2013 to 2016, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7163/17]

14/02/2017WRJ03000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department does not hold information on the number of households on local au-
thorities’ housing transfer lists.  The management of these lists is a matter for individual hous-
ing authorities and the numbers fluctuate continually as, for example, households are granted 
transfers, in accordance with an authority’s allocation scheme, to take up other accommodation 
options. 

Local Authority Boundaries

14/02/2017WRJ03100259. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if changes to the boundaries of county and city council areas require legisla-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7173/17]

14/02/2017WRJ03200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 468 of 17th January, 2017.  The legislation gov-
erning local authority boundary alterations is set out in Part V of the Local Government Act 
1991.  As specified in section 31(1)(a) of the Act, alterations of the boundaries between local 
authorities may be made by Ministerial Order, but any such Order would require approval of 
both Houses of the Oireachtas.  

The creation of a new local authority by way of merging two or more local authorities would 
require primary legislation.

Emergency Accommodation Provision

14/02/2017WRJ03300260. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he has requested the local authorities to report to him on the reporting 
mechanisms in place to ensure cleanliness and safety standards in emergency accommodation; 
the legislation or statutory instruments which govern the standards of emergency accommoda-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7264/17]

14/02/2017WRJ03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): All emergency accommodation service providers must meet the applicable require-
ments of statutory codes, in particular, the requirements of the Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work Act 2005 and the Fire Services Acts.  My Department’s role in relation to homelessness 
involves the provision of a national framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin 
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the role of housing authorities in addressing homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibili-
ty in relation to the provision of accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests 
with individual housing authorities.  The matter raised in the Question is an operational issue in 
the day-to-day delivery of services and is therefore a matter for individual housing authorities.   

The Dublin Region Homeless Executive is currently coordinating the development of a 
comprehensive National Quality Standards Framework for homeless services on behalf of all 
housing authorities.  Consultation with service users and key stakeholders has been undertaken 
and the draft standards were piloted in selected services during 2016.  These standards, which 
will provide providers with a framework for continuous quality improvement in their services, 
will be implemented nationally during 2017  .

Housing Assistance Payments Administration

14/02/2017WRJ03500261. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if property owners residing outside Ireland can allow their property to be 
rented under the HAP scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7311/17]

14/02/2017WRJ03600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under HAP, one of the key principles of the scheme is that eligible households 
source their own accommodation in the private rented sector and as with other private rental 
tenancies; the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended) governs the relationship between 
the landlord and the tenant.  The HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages the collection of 
all HAP tenants’ differential rents, on behalf of the relevant local authority, and the payment of 
all HAP rents to landlords on behalf of tenants supported by the HAP scheme.  Monthly HAP 
payments are made directly to landlords on behalf of tenants in respect of rent, subject to rent 
limits and conditions of the scheme.  HAP tenants are required to sign a rent contribution agree-
ment to pay a weekly rental contribution to the relevant local authority.  There is also a number 
of conditions landlords must agree to under the HAP scheme.  Among these is the provision of 
details of nominated agents, where applicable, and also the declaration of tax compliance by 
supplying supporting evidence. 

HAP payments can be made to a non-resident landlord, subject to compliance with the rel-
evant tax obligations  .

National Planning Framework

14/02/2017WRJ03700262. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it will require an amendment to existing legislation to put the new national 
planning framework on a statutory footing; if so, the anticipated timeframe for this legislation; 
and if the Houses of the Oireachtas will get to vote on the plan in its entirety for it to be put on 
a statutory footing. [7318/17]

14/02/2017WRJ03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The placing of the National Planning Framework (as successor to the 2002 National 
Spatial Strategy) on a statutory footing was recommended by the Final report of the Tribunal of 
Inquiry into Certain Planning Matters and Payments (the Mahon Tribunal) which was published 
on 22 March 2012.  

To give effect to this recommendation, which requires an amendment to the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended, section 7 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) 
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Bill 2016 - which was published in January 2016 - provides that:

- the Government shall submit the draft of the revised, or any new, National Planning Frame-
work, together with the Environmental Report and Appropriate Assessment Report for the ap-
proval of each House of the Oireachtas before it is published, and 

-  in preparing or revising the National Planning Framework, the Government shall have 
regard to any resolution or report of, or of any committee of, the Oireachtas that is made, dur-
ing the period for consideration, as regards the proposed strategy or, as the case may be, the 
Framework as proposed to be revised.   

The Bill has commenced its Oireachtas passage and is currently awaiting Committee Stage 
in the Dail.  It is intended that the Bill will be enacted prior to the summer recess.

Mortgage to Rent Scheme

14/02/2017WRJ03900263. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans to expand the mortgage to rent scheme and improve the conditions 
for this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7369/17]

14/02/2017WRJ04000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A Review of the Mortgage to Rent Scheme was published on 8 February 2017 and 
represents the completion of an early action in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan for Housing and Homelessness.  The Review is available from the Rebuilding Ireland 
website at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/changes-in-mortgage-to-rent-
scheme/.   

The Review has explored the avenues and impediments to participation in the scheme and 
recommends a number of actions to make the scheme work better for borrowers. 

Key actions include:

- Lenders will be required to formally communicate with borrowers as to why they are not 
suitable for the scheme.

- The property price threshold for a house in Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath 
and Wicklow is being increased to €365,000 (from €350,000) while the threshold for an apart-
ment/townhouse in these areas is being increased to €310,000 (from €300,000).  For the rest of 
the country, the threshold for a house is being increased to €280,000 (from €250,000) and for 
an apartment/townhouse to €210,000 (€190,000).

- Flexibility will be provided in relation to the size of properties which qualify for the 
scheme.  In practical terms, this means that an assessment of the property size suitable to a par-
ticular household will allow for a maximum of two additional bedrooms in the property above 
the actual needs of the household, with the property still being considered eligible.

- There are a number of actions to improve knowledge and understanding of the scheme.  A 
range of state agencies will be facilitated to assist and guide borrowers who could benefit from 
the scheme.  A Step by Step Guide for Borrowers will be produced alongside a range of other 
targeted information supports. 

I am confident that the implementation of the actions put forward in the Review will make 
the MTR process quicker, more transparent, easier to navigate for borrowers and ultimately, 
more accessible to more households in mortgages distress. 
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In addition, the Review concludes that the current financial model of the scheme may not 
be capable of delivering the scale of successful cases that could benefit from the scheme over 
time.  Currently, the MTR scheme relies on Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) to purchase 
from lenders properties that have been voluntarily surrendered by eligible borrowers.  A number 
of private equity firms have expressed an interest in purchasing mortgage debt portfolios from 
commercial banks with a view to exploring the potential for them to access the MTR scheme 
model for the borrowers in occupation of the mortgaged property.  They are seeking an alterna-
tive arrangement that would see the mortgaged property staying in the funding firm’s ownership 
and the property itself leased back to the local authority in circumstances where the borrower is 
eligible for MTR and the borrower would therefore remain in their own home. 

One of the outcomes of the Review is that in order to test the operability of alternative fund-
ing models for the scheme, the Housing Agency will work with a number of financial entities 
who have come forward with an interest in working with the MTR scheme to progress a num-
ber of pilot alternative lease arrangements.  The objective is to explore what is available within 
the current market and to determine if this alternative model will benefit a greater number of 
households.      

A detailed financial assessment of the structure of the funding of the MTR scheme will be 
undertaken in advance of the budgetary process for 2018.  The assessment will be informed 
by the early impact of the other actions proposed by the review, as well as the outcome of the 
experience with the pilot lease arrangements, and the availability of financial resources overall.

Irish Water Administration

14/02/2017WRJ04100264. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the full completion of the transfer of commercial water rates to Irish 
Water will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7422/17]

14/02/2017WRJ04200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water servic-
es.  The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water shall collect charges from its 
customers in receipt of water services provided by it.  The Act also provides that responsibility 
for the independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting 
the interests of customers.  

Any business connected to a public water supply is liable for charges as a non-domestic 
customer.  It should be noted that the arrangements in place for all non-domestic customers on 
1 January 2014 are remaining in place with no changes for the time being.  On this basis, the 
local authorities continued to bill for non-domestic water services as agents of Irish Water.  Irish 
Water is in the process of migrating the non-domestic billing system from the local authorities 
into the utility.  I understand that as of 31 December 2016, 24 of the 27 local authority billing 
systems had migrated to Irish Water.  

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.   

The CER is also progressing a review of all aspects of non-domestic water tariffs and in 
conjunction with Irish Water will establish an enduring non-domestic tariff framework.  The 
CER has recently published an information note informing customers and interested parties 
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about the project and will shortly engage in a period of public consultation on the enduring tariff 
framework for non-domestic water and/or wastewater customers of Irish Water. 

Housing Data

14/02/2017WRJ04300265. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of single occupancy houses in the Dublin region; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7424/17]

14/02/2017WRJ04400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): This information requested is collected by the Central Statistics Office , as part of 
the regular Census of Population.  I understand that relevant data f rom the 2016 census will be 
available from the Central Statistics Office on 20 April 2017.  The figures from the 2011 census 
for the four Dublin Local Authorities are set out in the following table.     

Local Authority Total Dwellings with a Single Occupant 
Dublin City 63,795 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 17,436 
Fingal 16,000 
South Dublin 15,576 

This table has been extracted from data available at http://www.cso.ie/en/census/census-
2011reports/census2011profile5householdsandfamilies-livingarrangementsinireland/.   

Housing Assistance Payments Expenditure

14/02/2017WRJ04500266. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the cost of the HAP in the Dublin region in 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7427/17]

14/02/2017WRJ04600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The implementation of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme is a key 
Government priority and the accelerated roll-out of the scheme on a national basis is an impor-
tant early action for completion in the Government’s Action Plan for Housing and Homeless-
ness, Rebuilding Ireland.  

HAP is now available to all qualified households in 28 local authority areas, including South 
Dublin County Council where the scheme has been operating since 2015, with over 18,000 
households currently being supported by the scheme.  The final roll-out of HAP will be com-
pleted with the introduction of the scheme to Dublin City Council, Fingal and Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown County Council areas from 1 March, 2017.   

The Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) is also managing a HAP Homeless Pilot 
for the four Dublin local authorities.  The Homeless Pilot of the HAP scheme has been op-
erational since February 2015.  The focus of this pilot remains the transitioning of qualified 
households from emergency accommodation, including hotels, into private rented tenancies.  
To qualify for HAP under the homeless pilot scheme, a household must generally be accepted 
as homeless within the meaning of section 2 of the Housing Act 1988 by one of the four Dublin 
local authorities.  The Homeless HAP support has also been used to prevent households from 
entering homelessness and homeless services.   
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While eligible homeless households may source accommodation for themselves, a dedi-
cated placement team, the Dublin Place-Finder Service, has also been established to engage 
directly with property-owners and support qualified households to find suitable tenancies and 
to ensure that any additional supports that may be needed are put in place.  This is a particularly 
important service for households currently residing in emergency accommodation in the Dublin 
region.  The costs of supporting these households and of the Dublin Place-Finder Service are 
funded through several funding streams across my Department, the Department of Social Pro-
tection and Dublin City Council. 

The HAP scheme is funded through a combination of Exchequer moneys and tenant differ-
ential rents collected in respect of HAP tenancies.  The provisional Exchequer outturn for the 
HAP scheme in 2016 was in excess of €57 million.  This funding supported both the ongoing 
costs of tenancies established in 2015 that continued into 2016, and the costs of the 12,075 ad-
ditional households supported by the scheme nationally in 2016.  Some €14 million of these 
costs related to tenancies established in the four Dublin local authority areas.  1,791 of these 
additional tenancies were established in the four Dublin local authority areas in 2016.  Budget 
2017 has increased the Exchequer funding for the HAP scheme to €152.7 million in order to 
meet the continuing costs of existing HAP households and the costs of supporting an additional 
15,000 households to be supported by HAP in 2017. 

My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review.  I am very 
satisfied with how the HAP scheme is operating and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meeting 
housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme under Rebuilding Ireland.  

14/02/2017WRK00200Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRK00300267. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the number of persons on the housing lists for the Dublin local authorities in each 
of the years 2010 to 2016, inclusive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7429/17]

14/02/2017WRK00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each lo-
cal authority area are available from the results of the summaries of social housing assessments 
(formerly housing needs assessments) undertaken in 2011, 2013 and 2016.  The most recent 
statutory summary of social housing assessments, carried out in 2016, details the number of 
households on all local authority waiting lists as at 21 September 2016.

The results are available on my Department’s website at the link and include breakdowns by 
each local authority across a range of categories: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/search/sub-topic/needs-assessment.     

It is important to note that only the results of the 2013 and 2016 summaries are directly com-
parable with each other.  These summaries were carried out using a standardised methodology 
as specified by the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011.  Previous summaries were 
not carried out under the current standardised assessment regime for social housing support 
which came into effect on 1 April 2011.   

In line with a commitment given in the Social Housing Strategy 2020 future summaries will 
now be carried out an annual basis.  I expect the results of the 2017 summary to be available for 
publication in the latter half of this year.
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14/02/2017WRK00500Local Authority Funding

14/02/2017WRK00600268. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount of funding allocated to Fingal County Council in 2016 and 2017; 
the sources of this funding; the way in which this funding is spent by the local authority; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7434/17]

14/02/2017WRK00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, including providing nec-
essary housing supports and fostering communities in partnership with local government and 
other local development bodies.  In order to deliver on this broad agenda, my Department allo-
cates significant resources to a wide range of organisations, including local authorities.  The to-
tal funding provided by my Department directly to Fingal County Council in 2016 was €53.3m.  
To date in 2017 €4.6m has been provided.

If the Deputy wishes to put down a more specific question concerning funding for a specific 
purpose from my Department, I will endeavour to provide the information sought.

14/02/2017WRK00800Local Authority Funding

14/02/2017WRK00900269. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the details of representations made in the past year to his Department re-
garding the funding crisis in Galway County Council; the response of the Department to these 
representations; if there is ongoing dialogue between the county council and his Department in 
relation to this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7451/17]

14/02/2017WRK01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): It is a matter for each local authority to determine its own spending priorities in 
the context of the annual budgetary process having regard to both locally identified needs and 
available resources.  The elected members of a local authority are responsible for all reserved 
functions of the authority, which include adopting the annual budget and authorising borrow-
ing, and are democratically accountable for all expenditure by the local authority.

At a recent meeting, the Chief Executive of Galway County Council raised the issue of 
the councils’ funding position with me.  He also provided me with a submission on the matter, 
which is being examined by my Department.

My Department has worked closely with the local government sector in recent months 
through the County and City Management Association in the preparation of a consistent and 
evidence based approach to the various funding pressures, on a sector wide basis.  This work 
helped inform decisions concerning the distribution of resources within the parameters of the 
national and fiscal budgetary position and the competing priorities presenting themselves at 
Governmental level.  Notwithstanding these competing priorities I ensured, in the approach to 
Budget 2017, that funding for the sector was secured in a number of areas, including in respect 
of pay costs and water related costs.

14/02/2017WRK01100Poverty Data

14/02/2017WRK01200270. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the re-
cently published survey on income and living conditions by the Central Statistics Office, which 
showed a consistent poverty rate of above 26.2% for lone parents; and the steps his Department 
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will take to tackle child poverty in lone-parent families. [6780/17]

14/02/2017WRK01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The latest CSO Survey on Income 
and Living Conditions (SILC) for 2015 shows that the consistent poverty rate for lone parent 
households is 26.2%, up from 25% in 2014.  The deprivation rate for lone parent households 
fell from 58.7 per cent in 2014 to 57.9% in 2015.  The at-risk-of-poverty rate for lone parent 
households is largely unchanged in 2015 at 36.2%, compared to 36.5% in 2014.  The data also 
shows that the consistent poverty rate for children fell from 12.7% in 2014 to 11.5% in 2015.

The full impact of the recovery is not reflected in these 2015 figures.  Macro-economic and 
labour market indicators have shown continued economic and employment growth since then.  
Unemployment has fallen from 9.5% in mid-2015 to 7.1% in January 2017.  The number of 
people in receipt of working-age income and employment supports continues to fall.  The full 
impact of the reforms to the one-parent family payment (OFP) and the positive impact of recent 
Budgets on lone parents are also not reflected in these figures. 

In Budget 2016 lone parents benefitted from a number of measures including increases in 
child benefit, changes to the means test on the jobseeker’s transitional payment to align it with 
the more generous means test on the one-parent family payment, and increases in the family 
income supplement thresholds.  In Budget 2017 all lone parents on OFP, the jobseeker’s tran-
sitional payment (JST) and jobseeker’s allowance (JA) will benefit from the €5 increase in the 
weekly rates of payment from March.  A new €500 annual Cost of Education Allowance will 
be made available to Back to Education Allowance participants with children from the next 
academic year in September.  In addition, the income disregards for OFP and JST have risen by 
€20 from January this year, from €90 to €110 per week, reversing in part previous reductions, 
to encourage one parent families to stay in, and return to, work.  During that time the national 
minimum wage was increased from €8.65 to €9.25 per hour.  

The Department of Social Protection’s social impact assessment of Budget 2017 showed 
that average household incomes increase by 1%.  Non-earning lone parents were the biggest 
beneficiary of Budget 2017 with gains of 4.5%.  Working lone parents also experienced above 
average gains at almost 1.2%.  This represents a cumulative increase across Budgets 2015, 2016 
and 2017 almost €27 per week for working lone parents and of over €24 per week for lone par-
ents who are not working.  

One of the most important measures contained in Budget 2017 for tackling child poverty 
was the announcement that the Department of Children and Youth Affairs will implement next 
year the new Single Affordable Childcare Scheme.  This scheme is a step change in State sup-
port for childcare in Ireland.  It is an important scheme as it will significantly reduce the cost of 
childcare for low income parents and will provide further substantial support for families to lift 
themselves out of poverty by taking up employment.

Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: the national policy framework for children and young 
people, published by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in 2014, includes a target to 
reduce child poverty by two-thirds by 2020.  Meeting this target means lifting 102,000 children 
out of poverty.  Under this Framework, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in col-
laboration with the Department of Social Protection and other relevant Departments is taking a 
whole-of-government approach to tackling child poverty.

Eurostat data shows that social transfers (excluding pensions) reduced the at-risk-of-poverty 
rate from 34.9% to 16.9%, an absolute reduction of 18 percentage points.  In relative terms, this 
represents a poverty reduction effect of 52%.  Ireland continues to be consistently among the 
best performing EU countries in reducing poverty through social transfers.  But we also know 
that, reducing poverty for lone parents is not just about income support.  It is also about support-
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ing lone parents to make the transition into employment and assisting these families through 
the provision of quality services in areas such as activation including education, training and 
employment supports, and childcare.

As part of the OFP reforms the Department has begun engaging with lone parents whose 
youngest child is seven years and older, on a proactive and supported basis.  To date over 9,000 
lone parents, of the 14,500 lone parents who are on the jobseeker’s transitional payment, have 
been selected for engagement.  It will take time to see the full impact of these activation engage-
ments as it will take time for lone parents to complete the education, training or employment 
support programmes.

Initial indicative data from the latest Quarterly National Household Survey also shows that 
there has been a significant increase in the percentage of lone parents in employment in the year 
since the end of June 2016.  This increase relates to all lone parents in the State and reflects the 
increase in economic and employment growth generally.  The magnitude of the increase for 
lone parents specifically, however, is clearly significant.

Continued economic recovery, together with the actions outlined above will support further 
reductions in poverty over the coming years.  The independent review of the one-parent family 
payment reforms, once completed, will also assist with discussions in my Department on mea-
sures for lone parents in Budget 2018.

14/02/2017WRK01400Community Services Programme

14/02/2017WRK01500271. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a pro-
gramme provider (details supplied) in County Donegal has been informed by Pobal that its 
previous funding levels, which had provided for 39 hours towards the cost of salaries for mem-
bers of staff, will no longer be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6838/17]

14/02/2017WRK01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The community services pro-
gramme (CSP) provides financial support to community companies that provide revenue gen-
erating services of a social inclusion nature.  The CSP works on a social-enterprise model.  
This means that it does not fully fund contract holders but requires that they generate revenue 
by charging fees or raising funds.  All CSP recipients are obliged to meet these criteria.  These 
social enterprises also remain responsible for their own budgets and financial liabilities.  Pobal 
manage the programme on behalf of my Department and as part of this process undertake on-
going reviews of service providers in the programme.

The service referred to by the Deputy has been in receipt of funding towards a manager and 
6 full-time equivalent (FTE) positions.  As part of the review of the 2017-2019 business plan, it 
was considered that the organisation did not adequately provide a robust business case for one 
of the positions.  The duties involved in this position had changed significantly and, therefore, 
did not meet the rationale for support and satisfy the value for money requirement.  As a result, 
it was decided to reduce funding from a manager and 6 FTEs to a manager and 5 FTEs.

The service provider appealed the decision to Pobal and an independent review was con-
ducted.  The original decision was upheld.  This outcome was communicated to the organisa-
tion in January 2017 and will come into effect from the end of June 2017.  The service will 
continue to be funded under the programme for a manager and 5 FTEs for the period from July 
2017 onwards.

I hope this clarifies the matter of the Deputy.
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14/02/2017WRK01700School Meals Programme

14/02/2017WRK01800272. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for funding in respect of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6858/17]

14/02/2017WRK01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The school meals programme 
provides funding towards the provision of food to schools and organisations benefitting over 
210,000 children at a total cost of some €47.7 million in 2017.  The funding for the scheme was 
increased this year, as part of Budget 2017, by an additional €5.7 million which will benefit over 
50,000 extra children. 

Priority for new applications for funding has been given to schools which are part of the 
Department of Education and Skills initiative for disadvantaged schools “Delivering Equality 
of Opportunity in Schools” (DEIS) in line with the National Policy Framework for Children 
and Young People, Better Outcomes Brighter Futures.  From September 2016 additional fund-
ing is being provided to DEIS schools already participating in the scheme to provide breakfast 
and lunch to pupils.  Also, some 21 new DEIS schools have joined the scheme for the current 
academic year and a further 3 have expressed an interest in joining.  

The school referred to by the Deputy previously applied to join the scheme and was in-
formed that no provision could be provided at that time as they were not designated DEIS status. 

The additional funding allocated in Budget 2017 also provides for the inclusion in the 
scheme, from September 2017, of some additional schools not currently part of DEIS and 
deemed to be disadvantaged following the recently launched review of DEIS carried out by the 
Department of Education and Skills.  There is also some provision towards the extension of the 
scheme to breakfast clubs in non-DEIS schools from September 2017 which is the first time in 
many years that increased payments will be provided to schools outside of DEIS

Officials in the Department are engaging with colleagues in the Department of Education 
and Skills regarding options for the provision of the additional funding to both DEIS and non-
DEIS schools for the next school year, commencing in September 2017.  Priority will be pro-
vided to those schools where there is most need.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK02000Work Placement Programmes

14/02/2017WRK02100273. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of Gate-
way participants in Kilkenny County Council for each of the years 2014 to 2016 and to date in 
2017, in tabular form; the number that progressed to employment within the council; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7128/17]

14/02/2017WRK02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Gateway is a work placement 
scheme designed to provide short-term work opportunities for unemployed people in Local Au-
thorities.  The scheme commenced in December 2013.  To be eligible to participate on Gateway, 
a person must have been continuously unemployed for at least 24 months.  The initiative aims 
to improve the employability and maintain the work readiness of the long term unemployed. 

The following table sets out the number of Gateway participants who commenced employ-
ment with Kilkenny County Council in 2014, 2015, 2016 and to date 2017.
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Table 1

Year 2014 2015 2016 To date in 2017
Number of Par-
ticipants

49 17 6 1

Gateway participants work for an average of 19 ½ hours a week and the placement lasts for 
22 months.  In general therefore, those who commence a placement in 2014 will only complete 
the placement in 2016.  It is worth noting that, of the 73 Gateway participants who commenced 
with Kilkenny County Council since 2014, a total of 13 people have progressed to temporary 
employment in Kilkenny County Council and one person has now progressed to permanent 
employment with the Council.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK02300Free Travel Scheme Administration

14/02/2017WRK02400274. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Social Protection if private bus op-
erators can now request a review of their existing free travel pass allocation relative to their 
current fare structure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6658/17]

14/02/2017WRK02500275. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Social Protection the average per-
centage payment of the free travel pass to bus operators, excluding Bus Éireann, with regard to 
fare income; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6659/17]

14/02/2017WRK02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
274 and 275 together. 

Transport companies participating in the free travel scheme are paid on the basis of fares 
foregone.  This is the spare capacity an operator might have were it not for their participation 
in the free travel scheme.  

The amount my Department pays to private operators is determined by way of survey of 
their passenger numbers at a given point in time.  Following the survey an average fee is agreed 
with the operator, discounted by 30% to reflect the fares foregone nature of the scheme and paid 
on a monthly basis.  Given that this approach is very specific to an individual company’s opera-
tion, these arrangements do not lend themselves to direct comparisons between operators.  It is 
open to any of the private operators in the free travel scheme to apply for a review of their rate 
of payment and the operator will then be asked to complete a six month survey of passenger 
numbers.

The payment to private operators participating in the free travel scheme in 2016 was €8.5m. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK02700Social Insurance

14/02/2017WRK02800276. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the purpose of 
reckonable credits if they are not taken into account when calculating eligibility for various 
social welfare payments. [6671/17]
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14/02/2017WRK02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): PRSI credited contributions 
(credits) are social insurance contributions designed to protect the social insurance entitlement 
record of insured workers who are not in a position to make PRSI contributions.  Credits are 
awarded in circumstances such as unemployment or illness, and their purpose is to help protect 
the social insurance entitlements of insured persons by covering gaps in insurance during peri-
ods when they may not be in a position to pay contributions.

Credits do not, on their own, give an individual entitlement to social insurance benefits.  
They may, however, assist insured workers to qualify for various benefits.  While the contribu-
tion conditions applying to the various social insurance schemes can vary, a claimant must, in 
general have:

(a) paid a minimum number of weekly contributions, and

(b) a certain number of contributions or credits over a specified period.  For short term ben-
efits, the number of contributions or credits relates to the relevant tax year.  In the case of long-
term benefits (e.g. pensions) this is on the basis of the yearly average number of contributions 
and/or credits over the person’s working life.

Credits cannot be used to satisfy the requirements relating to the minimum number of 
paid contributions.  Credits are, however, of value to a person who has already satisfied the 
“paid contribution” test, by contributing to access for short-term schemes where the credits are 
awarded in the relevant tax year, or by increasing the yearly average number of contributions 
for long-term schemes.

14/02/2017WRK03000Disability Allowance Eligibility

14/02/2017WRK03100277. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the guidelines 
regarding the circumstances considered by his Department when a person on disability allow-
ance applies to work for a number of hours each week whereby it is deemed to be therapeutic 
for the person. [6747/17]

14/02/2017WRK03200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
A condition for receipt of Disability Allowance (DA) is that a person has an injury, disease or 
physical or mental disability that has continued (or may be expected to continue for at least one 
year) and that as a result of this disability, is substantially restricted in undertaking work that 
would otherwise be suitable for a person of his/her age, experience and qualifications.  

The DA scheme is structured to encourage recipients to avail of opportunities to engage 
in rehabilitative work where this is appropriate.  When an individual engages in rehabilitative 
work, he/she can avail of the income disregard of €120 per week and 50% of earnings between 
€120 and €350 is also disregarded in the DA means test. 

Approval is sought in the first instance from my Department in order for the work to be 
considered as rehabilitative.  The term ‘rehabilitative’ is not defined in legislation and is broadly 
interpreted in administrative practice as including appropriate work that would be regarded as 
good for the person and would be expected to result in more positive outcomes in symptom 
levels, self-esteem, quality of life and social functioning.  

The claimant must forward a letter from his/her own doctor indicating that the work  is re-
habilitative and must outline the proposed employment, number of hours to be worked and the 
level of remuneration.  A deciding officer, who may seek the opinion of a Medical Assessor, 
decides, having assessed all the evidence, on whether the work is rehabilitative.  In the majority 
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of cases, the medical and other evidence supplied by the client, is sufficient to establish whether 
the work is rehabilitative in nature.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK03300Social Welfare Schemes Data

14/02/2017WRK03400278. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full year 
cost in 2017 of all schemes under the remit of his Department in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6762/17]

14/02/2017WRK03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information that the deputy 
has requested for 2017 is provided in the following tables.

ADMINISTRATION  €000
Administration - Pay 294,703
Administration - Non-Pay 254,910
Social Insurance Fund non-DSP administra-
tion

93,000

TOTAL - ADMINISTRATION 642,613
PENSIONS
State Pension (Non-Contributory) 971,980
State Pension (Contributory) 4,844,500
Widows’, Widowers’ / Surviving Civil Part-
ners’ Pension (Contributory)

1,444,400

Widows’, Widowers’ / Surviving Civil Part-
ners’ Pension (Death Benefit)

8,230

TOTAL PENSIONS 7,269,110

WORKING AGE INCOME SUPPORTS €000
Jobseeker’s Allowance 2,161,670
One Parent Family Payment 501,980
Widows’ Widowers’ / Surviving Civil Part-
ners Pension (Non-Contributory)

13,690

Deserted Wife’s Allowance 1,290
Basic Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
Payments

85,420

Farm Assist 82,800
Pre-Retirement Allowance 2,660
Other Working Age Income Supports
Exceptional and Urgent Needs 31,500
Other Supplements (including heating and 
light)

4,560

Humanitarian Aid 500
Direct Provision Allowance 3,700
Total Other Working Age Supports 40,260
Jobseeker’s Benefit 342,910
Deserted Wife’s Benefit 71,150
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WORKING AGE INCOME SUPPORTS €000
Maternity Benefit 266,400
Adoptive Benefit 270
Paternity Benefit 16,000
Health and Safety Benefit 420
Redundancy Payments 24,000
Insolvency Payments 6,500
Treatment Benefits
Treatment Benefits - Dental 30,335
Treatment Benefits - Optical Benefit 10,025
Treatment Benefits - Medical & Surgical 
Devices

8,000

Total Treatment Benefits 48,360
TOTAL WORKING AGE - INCOME SUP-
PORTS

3,665,780

WORKING AGE - EMPLOYMENT SUP-
PORTS

€000

Community Employment Programme 353,000
Rural Social Scheme 47,660
Tús - Community Work Placement 124,820
Job Initiative 19,270
Community Services Programme 46,190
Back to Work Allowance 119,560
National Internship Scheme - JobBridge 15,000
Back to Education Allowance 105,000
Gateway 7,250
Back to Work Family Dividend 14,400
JobsPlus 20,400
Wage Subsidy Scheme 25,900

Other Employment Supports €000
Enterprise Support Grant 4,300
Technical Employment Support Grant 
(funded from National Training Fund)

2,800

Credit Union loan guarantee scheme 20
Part Time Job Incentive 2,800
Activation and Family Support Programme 
(AFSP)

790

Special payments to long term unemployed 
and lone parents

10

Drugs Task Force 660
European and Other Initiatives 1,250
Local Employment Service 20,300
Jobs Clubs 6,000
EmployAbility Service 9,740
Pre-Activation for people with Disabilities 2,000
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Other Employment Supports €000
Disability Activation and Employment Sup-
ports *

2,400

Total Other Employment supports 53,070
Partial Capacity Benefit 14,500
TOTAL WORKING AGE - EMPLOY-
MENT SUPPORTS

966,020

ILLNESS, DISABILITY AND CARERS €000
Disability Allowance 1,416,170
Blind Pension 13,480
Carer’s Allowance 694,000
Domicilliary Care Allowance 138,000
Carer’s Support Grant 180,900
Illness Benefit 589,700
Injury Benefit 19,580
Invalidity Pension 661,580
Disablement Benefit 75,270
Medical Care 350
Carer’s Benefit 33,970
TOTAL - ILLNESS, DISABILITY AND 
CARERS

3,823,000

SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENTS, AGEN-
CIES AND MISCELLANEOUS SERVIC-
ES

€000

Rent Supplement 252,600
Mortgage Interest Supplement 4,120
Household Benefits Package [Vote 37 + 
SIF]
Electricity Allowance 157,540
Gas Allowance 19,500
Free Television Licence 55,170
Total Household Benefits Package [Vote 37 
+ SIF]

232,210

Free Travel 80,000
Fuel Allowance [Vote 37 + SIF] 229,060
Grant to the Citizens Information Board 54,050
Office of the Pensions Ombudsman 950
Miscellaneous Services
Rent allowance (de-control of rents legisla-
tion)

430

Recoupment of superannuation expenses to 
The Pensions Board

173

Expenses incurred by Social Welfare Tribu-
nal

1

Grants - Information & Welfare rights 686
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SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENTS, AGEN-
CIES AND MISCELLANEOUS SERVIC-
ES

€000

EU Community Action Programme for Em-
ployment and Social Solidarity (Progress) 
2007 to 2013

0

Social Inclusion Initiatives 80

Ex gratia payments to women from Magda-
len Laundries and other Institution

3,100

Food Aid 4,000
Training for Carers in areas of economic 
and social disadvantage (funded from the 
Dormant Accounts Fund)

1,500

Miscellaneous Services Funded By Vote 37 9,970
TOTAL - SUPPLEMENTARY PAY-
MENTS, AGENCIES AND MISCELLA-
NEOUS SERVICES

862,960

14/02/2017WRK03600Social Welfare Schemes

14/02/2017WRK03700279. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if his Department has 
conducted any recent analysis of traps, such as poverty traps and unemployment traps, within 
the social welfare system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6763/17]

14/02/2017WRK03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department is currently ana-
lysing incentives to work in the social welfare system for jobseekers with children with a view 
to developing the Working Family Payment.  The two main principles guiding the development 
of the Working Family Payment are to make work pay and to reduce child poverty. 

This analysis is supplemented by research from the ESRI, which shows that people are bet-
ter off in work than on welfare.  The ESRI research, based on an analysis of current incomes, 
benefits and taxes, demonstrates that more than eight out of ten unemployed jobseekers would 
see their income increase by at least 40 per cent upon taking up employment.  Fewer than 3 per 
cent would, in the short-term, be financially better off not in work. 

The risk of facing weak financial incentives to work is higher for unemployed persons with 
a spouse and children, as the income support goal of the welfare system means that they tend 
to have higher welfare payments.  However, even among that group, less than 1 in 15 would be 
financially better off not working.  With the addition of the Back to Work Family Dividend, that 
figure drops to one in twenty.

Regarding people with disabilities, the Make Work Pay interDepartmental group was estab-
lished to address strategic priority 3 of the Government’s Comprehensive Employment Strategy 
for people with disabilities.  The Group is considering the complex interaction of the benefit 
system, including the Medical Card, the additional costs of work associated with disability, 
and the net income gains in employment, and is examining recommendations to address issues 
identified.

14/02/2017WRK03900Social Welfare Benefits Reviews
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14/02/2017WRK04000280. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when his Department 
expects to complete the review of changes to the one-parent family payment, as committed to 
during passage of the Social Welfare Bill 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6764/17]

14/02/2017WRK04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): During the debate on the Social 
Welfare (SW) Bill 2016, I agreed that my Department would commission an independent report 
on the OFP reforms, which requires a tender process, to examine the financial and social effects 
of the amendments to the scheme made since 1 January 2012, taking into account the poverty 
rates and welfare dependency of those impacted by the reforms.  This is now in legislation.  I 
am committed to producing the report as quickly as possible, so that it can inform Budget 2018 
discussions.  

Under procurement rules it is not yet possible to provide further information on the nature 
of the report.  However, I can confirm that my Department is liaising with the Office of Gov-
ernment Procurement (OGP) on the most efficient way forward.  On their advice an outline 
of the Request for Tender (RFT) was issued in December 2016 to potential providers seeking 
expressions of interest by 11th January 2017.  The responses received confirmed that the RFT 
can issue under an existing OGP framework, which is the most efficient and quickest way of 
procuring this evaluation. 

The drafting of the RFT is well underway within my Department.  It is critical that the RFT 
fully reflects the nature and scope of the report required and so it is important to dedicate the 
necessary time and effort to this step.  This is to ensure that the resultant tenders are of a high 
quality and that the end result is an effective and comprehensive evaluation.  My Departmental 
officials met with officials the OGP on 6th February 2017 to discuss further the RFT and the 
procurement process.  Once the RFT is finalised it will be issued by the OGP to relevant provid-
ers under their framework for response.

The timeframe for this report is ambitious but my Department is making every effort to 
progress this quickly taking account of the procurement rules.

14/02/2017WRK04200Poverty Data

14/02/2017WRK04300281. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the re-
cently published survey on income and living conditions data; his further views on the fact that 
there has been a considerable rise in the consistent poverty rate for those not at work due to 
illness or disability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6765/17]

14/02/2017WRK04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I welcome the latest CSO Survey 
on Income and Living Conditions (SILC) results for 2015, showing improvements in living 
conditions and at tackling poverty.  In 2015, incomes rose by 6.2% mainly due to rising employ-
ment, the deprivation rate fell for the second year running, and 13,000 children were lifted out 
of consistent poverty.  Ireland was more equal in terms of the income distribution than at any 
time this decade. 

However, the results also show that we have a long way to go to achieve the national social 
target for poverty reduction.  Given the continuing economic recovery throughout 2016 and 
measures introduced in Budgets 2016 and 2017, it is reasonable to expect future figures to 
show further improvement.  I will continue to work with my Government colleagues to ensure 
that the economic recovery is experienced in all regions and by all families, households and 
individuals. 
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The Survey indicates that the consistent poverty rate, for people in households headed by 
a person who was unable to work due to illness or a disability, was 22.4% in 2015.  This com-
pared to 14.4% the year before.  However, this figure (like other statistics for very small groups 
in the survey) has been volatile in recent years.  This is due to smaller sample sizes.  It is not 
possible to say with certainty whether the change over the year is statistically significant and 
indicative of a sustained trend.  It is worth noting, moreover, that there was no change if the 
level of deprivation reported for this group of households in 2015.

The Government’s strategy for addressing poverty and social exclusion is set out in the Na-
tional Action Plan for Social Inclusion.  The Plan identifies a wide range of targeted actions and 
interventions to achieve the overall objective of reducing consistent poverty.  The Department 
will review the Plan this year, as it reaches the end of its current term, with a view to developing 
an updated plan for future periods.  The Department will also review the national social target 
for poverty reduction.  This review will be undertaken in consultation with relevant stakehold-
ers.

The Government is committed to increasing the employment opportunities for people with 
a disability.  The Comprehensive Employment Strategy for people with disabilities adopts a 
cross-government approach that brings together various measures, to be taken by different De-
partments and State agencies, in a concerted effort to address the barriers and challenges that 
impact on the employment of people with disabilities.  The six strategic priorities are to: build 
skills, capacity and independence; provide bridges and supports into work; make work pay; 
promote job retention and re-entry into work; provide co-ordinated and seamless support; and 
engage employers.  These priorities are incorporated into the Pathways to Work Strategy and 
this ensures that there is an integrated focus on supports that enable people with disabilities to 
participate in employment where they have the capacity to do so.

My Department provides a range of specific income, activation and employment supports 
for people with a disability.  For instance, the partial capacity benefit scheme enables recipients 
of invalidity pension and illness benefit to take-up employment, on a voluntary basis, while 
continuing to receive income support.  The Department manages a supported employment ser-
vice (EmployAbility) which provides a dedicated job-coaching service for people with disabili-
ties.  Intreo services are also available to provide employment support services for people with 
disabilities who wish to engage with the service on a voluntary basis.  There is also a focus on 
supports available to employers who employ people with disabilities such as the Wage Subsidy 
Scheme and the Workplace Adaption Grant Scheme.

14/02/2017WRK04500Departmental Websites

14/02/2017WRK04600282. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the JobsIreland website is the only online vacancy and job 
matching service available to local employment services and Intreo, and the only method of ad-
vertising for vacancies in employment programmes, such as community employment schemes, 
permitted by his Department (details supplied). [6766/17]

14/02/2017WRK04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Jobsireland.ie is a free online 
jobs site that enables employers to post job opportunities and jobseekers to search and apply for 
these opportunities online.  At 20 years old, the original site was showing its age.  For example, 
although it enabled jobseekers to search for job opportunities based on job type and location, 
it wasn’t possible for employers to search for suitable jobseekers on the site – they had to rely 
on candidates finding and applying for a job from among the many thousands hosted on the 
system. 
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Accordingly, the Department issued a tender for the development and implementation of a 
new service that would enable both employers and jobseekers to search for each other using 
competencies and skillsets as well as the traditional job-type classifications.  As part of the new 
service, candidate profiles are automatically matched to job specifications posted by employers. 
Candidates can use the site to apply for the jobs advertised.  The system will also integrate with 
the Department of Social Protection’s Intreo service.

Following the procurement process, the contract was awarded to a firm that is now building 
and delivering the new service.  The new service was introduced on a phased basis on 28th July 
2016.  Since then employers have access to a wide variety of features including the creation and 
advertising of vacancies, and the ability to search for candidates who meet the specified require-
ments.  Anybody who logs onto the site can view the vacancies and can apply for them online 
once they register.  There are currently over 3,200 vacancies advertised on the site.

As the service is being implemented on phased basis, this unfortunately results in some ser-
vice disruption while work is ongoing.  Every effort is made to minimise the impact on users.  
There have also been some teething problems with the first phase implementation, particularly 
in relation to performance, but these have largely been resolved.  My Department continues to 
work with the supplier to resolve all outstanding issues and add additional functionality on an 
agreed phased basis. 

I am aware of complaints from sponsors about the filling of CE vacancies, but am assured 
by my officials that there is no problem posting vacancies on JobsIreland.  The process of post-
ing vacancies is relatively straightforward and a tailored video is available online to assist spon-
sors.  There are currently over 1,200 CE vacancies advertised on the site.  These are visible to 
anyone who logs onto the site and users can narrow the search by location. 

CE vacancies cannot be applied for online as they are only available to jobseekers who 
meet the eligibility criteria.  Enhancements are planned to clearly denote this up front on the 
advertisement.  Referrals are made by case officers.  The referral process will be greatly facili-
tated following the planned integration of JobsIreland with my Department’s Activation Case 
Management System. 

My Department apologises to users for any inconvenience caused pending full implementa-
tion of the new Jobsireland service.  It will ultimately to give them a much better service than 
the original website.  Anyone experiencing difficulties with the website can contact the National 
Contact Centre on 1890 800 024 or email for assistance. 

It is reasonable to assume that the difficulties in filling CE vacancies are also related to the 
significant drop in the Live Register arising from the much improved labour market.  Any spon-
sor who has any recruitment concerns should contact the nearest Intreo Centre which will be 
happy to help.

14/02/2017WRK04800Carer’s Allowance Payments

14/02/2017WRK04900283. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when payment will issue to 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6779/17]

14/02/2017WRK05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for carer’s allow-
ance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 16 June 2016.

As a result of an appeals officer’s decision, CA was awarded to the person concerned on 
10 February 2017 and the first payment will issue to her nominated post office on 16 February 
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2017.  Arrears for the period 16 June 2016 to 15 February 2017 have also issued.  

The person concerned was notified on 10 February 2017 of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK05100Rural Social Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRK05200284. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number of 
participants in the rural social scheme, RSS, over the period 2014 to 2016 by county in tabular 
form; the total number of new places allocated to date in 2017 in each county or to each com-
pany and Údarás na Gaeltachta delivering the RSS, as committed under budget 2017; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6814/17]

14/02/2017WRK05300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, the pur-
pose of the rural social scheme (RSS) is to provide income support to farmers and fishermen 
who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments.  The Government, as part of the 
budget package for 2017, announced 500 additional places on the scheme.  This increased the 
overall number of places to 3,100.

In allocating the additional places, the Government recognises the benefits the RSS provides 
for participants and their families, as well as the valuable contribution the scheme is making to 
the provision of services in communities across Ireland. 

The following table gives the allocated number of places on the RSS over the period 2014 
to 2016 by county and the total number of RSS places available to each county with effect from 
1st February, 2017, following the allocation of the additional 500 places.  

Table 1 

RSS Breakdown by County

County Allocation 2014-2016 New Allocation 2017
Carlow 18 22
Cavan 80 97
Clare 117 143
Cork 171 210
Donegal 227 308
Galway 275 325
Kerry 267 304
Kildare 22 25
Kilkenny 19 24
Laois 25 29
Leitrim 100 121
Limerick 83 93
Longford 55 65
Louth 10 14
Mayo 562 641
Meath 17 21
Monaghan 40 62
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County Allocation 2014-2016 New Allocation 2017
Offaly 52 57
Roscommon 149 167
Sligo 124 138
Tipperary 63 81
Waterford 12 15
Westmeath 33 40
Wexford 39 50
Wicklow 20 23
Islands 20 25
Total 2600 3100
I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK05400Rural Social Scheme Eligibility

14/02/2017WRK05500285. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will consider 
reviewing the new duration limits introduced for new participants in the rural social scheme in 
2017 in the interest of equity to all participants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6815/17]

14/02/2017WRK05600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, the rural 
social scheme (RSS) provides income support to farmers and fishermen who have an entitle-
ment to specified social welfare payments.  Participants are engaged for 19½ hours per week to 
provide certain services of benefit to rural communities. 

A six year maximum participation limit on the scheme has been introduced for new partici-
pants commencing on or after 1st February, 2017.  The six years can be continuous, provided 
the participant remains eligible for the underlying social welfare payment.  The Deputy should 
note that existing RSS participants will remain on the scheme as long as they continue to satisfy 
the eligibility conditions of the scheme.

Almost 50% of current RSS participants have been on the scheme for over 10 years.  As a 
result, opportunities for new people to go on the scheme are very limited.  The six year limit 
will ensure that there will be a throughput of places available, so more people can participate 
on the scheme.   

In addition, income support will still be available to eligible farmers and fishermen who are 
not on RSS in the form of farm or fish assist. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK05700Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRK05800286. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Social Protection the actions his Department 
is taking to strengthen against cyber attacks after the National Treasury Management Agency 
website was temporarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6887/17]

14/02/2017WRK05900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department invests on an on-
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going basis in traditional, defence-in-depth deployments of preventative controls like firewalls 
and endpoint protection and advanced threat detection tools.  My Department also employs se-
curity technology that, together with a dedicated ICT security team and well defined processes, 
continually monitors the Department’s network and services. 

My Department was notified of the attack against the NTMA shortly after the NTMA ser-
vice was taken offline.  The ICT Security team examined the nature of the vulnerability and 
reviewed all relevant assets to assess the Department’s exposure to the threat.  The result of 
the assessment was that the asset that gave rise to the vulnerability for the NTMA is not in use 
by any of the Department’s systems and that the Department was and is not at risk from this 
vulnerability.

My Department will continue to take a proactive approach to securing its network and as-
sets.

14/02/2017WRK06000JobPath Implementation

14/02/2017WRK06100287. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on con-
cerns regarding a service provider (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6896/17]

14/02/2017WRK06200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland’s Public Employment 
Service (PES) is managed by the Department of Social Protection (DSP) and delivered directly 
by its own Intreo service as well as by contracted private companies, such as JobPath provid-
ers, Local Employment Services (LES) and Job Club providers.  The activation supports and 
services which are available to those who are long term unemployed include JobPath, Com-
munity Employment Scheme (CE) and TÚS.  The JobPath service procured by the Department 
provides additional resources to enable it to provide a high quality, case managed employment 
support service for people who are long term unemployed and those most at risk of becoming 
long-term unemployed.

Following a public procurement process, two preferred tenderers were selected.  Turas Nua 
Ltd. and Seetec Ltd. Turas Nua provide the service in the southern half of the country and 
Seetec in the northern half of the country.

The aim of the JobPath service is to assist such Jobseekers to obtain and sustain full time 
paid employment.  The Community Employment scheme provides part time employment op-
portunities in local communities as a stepping stone back to employment for people on a range 
of Social Welfare payments including those on long term unemployment payments; it does not 
provide full-time sustainable employment.

Jobseekers can only participate with one activation scheme or service at a time; this is to 
ensure that the best use is made of the available places and to allow the scheme and service 
providers’ time to work with the participants.  However, in a small number of exceptional cases, 
which are assessed on a case by case basis, my Department may facilitate a person to move 
from one activation support to another. 

The JobPath service is provided for jobseekers only, the referral period is typically for a year 
and when engaging with the JobPath service, they remain on their jobseeker’s payment and on 
the live register until such time as they are successful in finding employment.  During that time 
they receive intensive personal support to find a sustainable full time job.  At the end of the 52 
weeks, Jobseekers who have not been successful in finding suitable employment may, subject 
to an assessment by an Intreo case officer, apply for other activation supports such as CE. 
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Under the contracts for the provision of the service, there are strict obligations placed on the 
providers by the Department with regard to data protection, including that data cannot be shared 
with third parties.  Both companies are also contractually required to register with the Office 
of the Data Protection Commissioner and are subject to the same provisions of data protection 
legislation as Departmental staff.  Data protection legislation requires that personal data shall 
be kept only for one or more specified and lawful purposes and that personal data shall be used 
and disclosed only in ways compatible with these purposes.  Any breach or suspected breach of 
the data protection legislation, in addition to being investigated by the Department, will also be 
a matter for the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK06300Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

14/02/2017WRK06400288. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will review 
the decision not to award financial assistance for cost of flooring under the supplementary wel-
fare allowance scheme in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6963/17]

14/02/2017WRK06500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned was re-
fused an Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) on the grounds that she failed to provide infor-
mation that was requested and she did not show that she had a need for such assistance.  The 
client was advised that if she wished to have this decision reviewed, she should send a request 
in writing to the Review Officer.  To date, no request for a review has been received by this 
Department.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK06600Rural Social Scheme Eligibility

14/02/2017WRK06700289. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the details of the eli-
gibility requirements and conditions that apply to participate on the rural social scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [6967/17]

14/02/2017WRK06800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, the rural 
social scheme (RSS) provides income support for farmers and fishermen who are underem-
ployed in their primary activity, either farming or fishing, and have earnings that are insufficient 
to support their family.  

In general to be eligible to participate on the RSS, an individual must be in receipt of Farm/
Fish Assist or one of the qualifying social welfare payments.  The individual must also meet 
the criteria for either a self-employed farmer or a fisherman who is actively farming or fishing.  
Eligible farmers must also hold a herd number from the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Marine.

From 1 February 2017, all participants commencing on the RSS must be over 25 years of 
age and satisfy the other eligibility criteria.  In addition a six year maximum participation limit 
on the scheme has been introduced for new participants commencing on or after 1st February, 
2017.  The six years can be continuous, provided the participant remains eligible for the un-
derlying social welfare payment.  The Deputy should note that existing RSS participants can 
remain on the scheme as long as they continue to satisfy the eligibility conditions of the scheme.
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Almost 50% of current RSS participants have been on the scheme for over 10 years.  As a 
result, opportunities for new people to go on the scheme are very limited.  The six year limit 
will ensure that there will be a throughput of places available, so more people can participate 
on the scheme, which I’m sure the Deputy will welcome.   

I hope this clarifies the matter.

14/02/2017WRK06900Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

14/02/2017WRK07000290. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if he is putting any 
protections in place for employees on a defined benefit pension scheme whose employers are 
trying to move to a defined contribution scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7109/17]

14/02/2017WRK07100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy will be aware that 
over the last number of decades and especially during the financial crisis the decline of defined 
benefit pension sector has accelerated significantly.  In fact most employers that currently have 
a defined benefit scheme also operate a parallel defined contribution scheme.   

Neither I as Minister for Social Protection nor the Pensions Authority are empowered un-
der legislation to interfere either in the scenario of a defined benefit scheme being wound up 
or to compel an employer to make pension contributions to a scheme.  Occupational pension 
schemes are generally set up under trust and are contributed to by an employer on a voluntary 
basis.  In almost all Irish defined benefit schemes employers are not prohibited from ceasing 
contributions, usually after a notice period.   

It has to be said that many employers have made great efforts to support their pension 
schemes and have tried to make good the promises made to scheme members.  Of course there 
are employers who have not.

Sometimes sponsoring employers can no longer afford to pay for the level of pensions ex-
pected by members of defined benefit schemes.  In some cases defined benefit schemes have 
been frozen and employers have opened up defined contribution schemes for their employees.  
They continue to pay into these schemes for their employees.

This process is usually managed through dialogue and negotiation between employers, em-
ployee representatives, trustees and members.  Enhanced transfer values may be offered to 
encourage members to move to defined contribution schemes. 

It’s worth noting that this position is not unique to Ireland.  In the UK 85% of defined benefit 
schemes are closed to new members.

The introduction of increased employer obligations has recently been generating much dis-
cussion but it should be remembered that such unilateral modifications to a sector could yield 
unwanted side effects.  Any changes to the Pensions Act that legislatively alters the relationship 
between a pension scheme and its sponsoring employer could have far-reaching implications 
for pensioners and the pension sector as a whole, as well as the employers.  These could include 
prompting well-funded schemes to wind up to avoid new obligations; threatening a company’s 
financial stability; rendering some employers insolvent; and/or giving a competitive advantage 
to employers who either never provided a pension and/or put defined contribution schemes in 
place. 

My Department and I are not just keeping a watching brief on the defined benefit sector but 
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are very much involved in the development of proposals for the reform of pensions within the 
current economic climate. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRK07200Rent Supplement Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRK07300291. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
households in receipt of rent supplement, with a breakdown according to the reason for the 
reduction in the numbers on rent supplement since January 2015 and including the numbers 
moved on to housing assistance payment, HAP, and rental accommodation scheme, RAS; the 
number coming off rent supplement due to being permanently housed in local authority or ap-
proved housing body housing; the number coming off rent supplement as a result of becoming 
homeless; the number coming off rent supplement as a result of moving in with family mem-
bers; and the number coming off rent supplement as a result of no longer needing any social 
housing support. [7164/17]

14/02/2017WRK07400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The rent supplement scheme 
plays a vital role in housing families and individuals, with the scheme currently supporting ap-
proximately 47,100 tenants for which the Government has provided €253 million for in 2017. 

Rent supplement customer numbers have declined by some 23,700 during the two years 
commencing January, 2015 (70,800) and ending January, 2017 (47,100) representing a 33% 
decline over the period under consideration. 

Since January 2015 there have been approximately 18,000 housing assistance payment 
(HAP) recipients brought onto the scheme of which 6,000 (33%) have been accredited as direct 
transfers from rent supplement.  The rental accommodation scheme (RAS) which continues its 
operations has during the same period transferred approximately 5,800 households from rent 
supplement, of which 2,800 were transferred to traditional local authority social housing stock, 
with the remainder transferred to private landlord or voluntary housing arrangements.

In addition with the on-going transfer of long term rent supplement cases to local author-
ity sponsored solutions, rent supplement’s recipient numbers also reflect the overall decline in 
the live register numbers for the period under review.  As at January 2015 there were 360,200 
persons on the live register, as at January 2017 there are some 278,600 persons, representing a 
23% decline during the two year period.  The continuing improvement in the economy means 
less people seeking support due to temporary unemployment and more exiting the scheme se-
curing employment.

Statistics are not generally maintained for those exiting the rent supplement scheme, i.e., 
those entering homeless; moving in with family members; and those no longer requiring social 
housing support.  In view of the on-going supply side difficulties within the housing market, 
my Department continues to implement a targeted case-by-case policy approach that allows for 
flexibility where landlords seek rents in excess of the rent supplement maximum limits.  Since 
the introduction of this flexible approach, in excess of 11,000 persons at imminent risk of home-
lessness have been supported through increased rent supplement payments.

In tandem with the increased rental limits introduced in July 2016 and on-going transfers 
to the HAP scheme, my Department continues to implement a targeted, flexible, case-by-case 
approach where rents may exceed the appropriate maximum limit ensuring where possible that 
tenants can remain in their homes. 
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRL00150National Internship Scheme

14/02/2017WRL00200292. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the assistance he will 
provide in a circumstance (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7175/17]

14/02/2017WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): JobBridge was introduced in 
July 2011 in response to the unprecedented collapse of our economy and particularly the sharp 
and dramatic increase in unemployment.  A robust external evaluation of the scheme recom-
mended that it should be replaced with a new work experience programme that is better suited 
to the much-improved labour market and addresses some criticisms of the current scheme.

JobBridge was closed to new applications from 27 October 2016 to allow for a period of 
consultation with key stakeholders on design principles for a proposed new work experience 
programme and to facilitate an orderly wind down of the current scheme.  The consultation 
process is well underway and I expect my officials to report back to me shortly on the outcome.

In the meantime, employers who wish to offer work experience opportunities are welcome 
participate in the First Steps programme.  This is a variant of JobBridge targeted at young job-
seekers who face barriers to employment.  Organisations who would like to express an interest 
in this scheme can contact my Department at firststeps@welfare.ie.  Further information avail-
able at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/youth-development-internship.aspx.

Alternatively, employers can avail of JobsPlus which offers cash incentives of up to €10,000 
to recruit jobseekers from the Live Register.  Further information on the full range of employer 
supports, including free recruitment services, is available at the nationwide network of Intreo 
Centres.

14/02/2017WRL00350Money Advice and Budgeting Service

14/02/2017WRL00400293. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Social Protection if his attention has been 
drawn to the plans to regionalise the MABS services; if a cost benefit analysis has been carried 
out on this proposal; his views on the current governance of the MABS services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7233/17]

14/02/2017WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is important to remember that 
the planned restructuring of services is at local company board level only.  The implementation 
of restructured governance arrangements, on completion of this process, will not result in any 
diminution of locally-provided services, nor in the closure of any service delivery locations, nor 
result in any staff redundancies.

As the Deputy is aware, the plan to restructure the Citizens Information Board’s (CIB) ser-
vice delivery partners, comprising 42 Citizens Information Services (CIS) companies and 51 
Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) companies has been under consideration for a 
number of years now.  One of the priority objectives of CIB’s Strategic Plan 2015-2018 is “to 
revise the structures of Citizens Information Services and MABS to better serve the citizen by 
improving management structures and governance, management of resources and the delivery 
of consistent high quality services...”.

Since the circulation to all CIS and MABS services in September 2014, of the feasibil-



14 February 2017

321

ity study, commissioned by the Board of CIB, on the proposed restructure of these services, 
there has been ongoing and extensive consultation with all stakeholders about what the future 
structural model would look like.  More recently, the Board of CIB established a Restructuring 
Sub-Committee, comprised of a number of CIB Board members, a number of staff of CIB, and 
representatives of both CIS and MABS services.  This Subcommittee is expected to report its 
findings on the optimal regional structure for CIS and MABS companies to the Board of CIB 
shortly.  Following receipt of the Restructuring Sub-Committee’s proposal, the Board of CIB 
will make a decision on the future regional structure for CIS and MABS companies.

While a full cost benefit analysis has not been undertaken, indicative medium term savings 
achievable are estimated by CIB to be in the region of €340,000 per annum.  The final model as 
decided by the Board of CIB will ultimately determine the establishment costs of implementing 
the new structure, and the resultant savings achievable.  

A more streamlined governance structure will result in a more targeted use of valuable 
staff resources, re-directed to increased front line service delivery, following a reduction in the 
significant administrative burden associated with maintaining 93 individual companies nation-
wide.  This in turn should improve the service-user experience, allow for the development of 
additional specialist roles where required, and achieve consistency in service delivery standards 
across the network.  Additionally, a more streamlined service delivery partner model would 
assist CIB in the fulfilment of its statutory obligations, help to promote awareness of the wide 
range of services and supports available to citizens on behalf of Government, and, in so doing, 
further raise the profile of both MABS and CIS Services.  

In 2017, CIB is set to receive State funding of €54 million, of which €15 million is allocated 
to CIS services, and €24 million is allocated to the network of MABS services. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRL00550Maternity Benefit

14/02/2017WRL00600294. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Social Protection if the decision on the 
application for maternity benefit by a person (details supplied) could be reviewed in view of 
their long-term employment history and contributions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7291/17]

14/02/2017WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for maternity 
benefit by the person concerned was refused on the grounds that she was not in insurable em-
ployment at the time of her application. 

In order to qualify for payment of maternity benefit, in addition to meeting the PRSI con-
tribution condition for the tax year relevant to the claim the person concerned must also be in 
insurable employment that is covered by the Maternity Protection Act, 1994.  The last day of 
insurable employment must be within 16 weeks of the end of the week the baby is due.  Accord-
ing to the information supplied, the person concerned was last in employment on 22nd April 
2016 and as her baby was due on 8th December 2016, she could not be certified for maternity 
leave. 

The person concerned has lodged an appeal with the Social Welfare Appeals Office who will 
carry out a full and independent review of the decision.

14/02/2017WRL00750Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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14/02/2017WRL00800295. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will review 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7312/17]

14/02/2017WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is a condition for receipt of 
carer’s allowance (CA) that the carer must be providing full-time care and attention to a person 
requiring that level of care.  CA claims are reviewed periodically to ensure continued entitle-
ment.

CA was in payment to the person concerned from 22 January 2015 and a review was carried 
out in 2016.  As part of that review the matter was referred to a local social welfare inspector 
(SWI) to assess the level of care being provided, assess means and confirm that all the condi-
tions for receipt of carer’s allowance continued to be satisfied.

As a result of this investigation, it was determined that carer was not providing care on 
a full-time basis and her entitlement to CA ceased from 21 April 2016.  An overpayment of 
€2,618 was also assessed against her.

The person concerned appealed this decision and the case was submitted to the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office for determination.  An appeals officer (AO), having fully considered all of 
the available evidence, disallowed the appeal but decided that the date of disallowance took 
effect from 23 June 2016 and that therefore no overpayment arose.

The person concerned was notified on 11 January of the AO’s decision and the reasons for 
it.  She was further notified on 25 January 2017 that the debt arising from the overpayment was 
cancelled.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of an Appeals Officer that someone is not 
entitled to a social welfare payment can only be revised by another Appeals Officer in the light 
of new evidence or new facts.  

Following the receipt of new evidence from the person concerned, the Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office reviewed the file on 26 January 2017, but there was no change to the original Ap-
peals Officer’s decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRL00950Youth Unemployment

14/02/2017WRL01000296. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that in the progress report of the Limerick regeneration framework 
published in December 2016 that, of 32 electoral divisions in Limerick city, 11 have a youth 
unemployment rate of 60% or more; his plans to address this; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7321/17]

14/02/2017WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The youth unemployment statis-
tics quoted for the Limerick electoral divisions relate to 2011, and are drawn from the Census 
carried out in that year. 

Strictly comparable data will be available only when the full small-area results of Census 
2016 are published.  However, an indication of trends in youth unemployment in Limerick 
since 2011 is available from the Live Register.  The number of young people signing on in 
Limerick City, and included in the Live Register, has fallen by over 60%, from 2,853 in January 
2011 to 1,080 in January 2017. 
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The 2011 figures mentioned, together with other relevant data, provided an indication of the 
scale of social and economic disadvantage in the areas of the city that were to be covered in the 
Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan launched in late 2013.  The Imple-
mentation Plan, envisaged a significant works programme comprising of physical works as well 
as economic and social initiatives, all with the aim of improving the lives of people living in the 
Regeneration communities and in the wider city areas.

My cabinet colleague, Minister Coveney launched the Review of the Limerick Regenera-
tion Framework Implementation Plan in Limerick on 9 December 2016.  The review of the Plan 
is an important milestone which examines progress across a number of thematic areas including 
youth unemployment using common socio-economic indicators. 

Amongst the actions being supported under the overall Regeneration programme are precise 
actions to support work training and skills development focused on addressing youth unem-
ployment.  Training for residents in new work skills and investment in community and social 
enterprises and in strategic projects has resulted in over 300 jobs.  The regeneration-supported 
Hospitality Education and Training Centre in Roxboro has achieved an exceptional 85% place-
ment rate from the training course that finished recently and of some 250 full and part-time jobs 
that have been secured to date, 220 went to people from the regeneration areas.

Investment in school services, community centres, family support and youth work and ac-
tivities for young people, have supported increased attendance at schools, a reduction in early 
school leaving and higher numbers going on to third level education which will all ultimately 
help improve levels of youth unemployment.  A dedicated resource for economic development 
in regeneration areas has been established within Limerick City and County Council to provide 
a focal point for Community Enterprise, Agencies and the private sector and drive forward the 
key recommendations of the Review.  The next phase of economic development will concen-
trate on projects of scale that will become city wide catalysts for economic development and 
ensure a sector-focused skills training approach and include replication of the successful model 
employed for the Hospitality Education & Training Centre. 

At national level, the Government’s primary strategy to tackle unemployment – includ-
ing youth unemployment – is twofold.  The Action Plan for Jobs support continuing strong 
economic recovery and employment growth.  Policies and actions to ensure that unemployed 
people benefit from the increase in employment are set out in the strategy paper Pathways to 
Work 2016-2020. 

To date, these policies have been effective in reducing youth unemployment.  Youth unem-
ployment is generally higher than adult unemployment in all EU member states – because, at 
any time, a large number of young people are recent leavers from education and seeking a first 
job.  However, the most recent data show that Irish youth unemployment has fallen from a peak 
of 31.1% in 2012 to 14.5% in December 2016.  Irish youth unemployment has thus fallen from 
well above the EU average in 2012 (23%) to well below the current EU figure of 18.8%.

Policy continues to focus on support for the young unemployed.  Under the Youth Guaran-
tee process there is monthly engagement by case officers with unemployed young people to as-
sist them to prepare and implement personal progression plans for employment.  Where young 
people do not find work quickly, additional supports are offered through places on employment 
and training schemes.  

I am confident that these current and planned measures will support further reductions in 
youth unemployment, nationally as well as in Limerick. 
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14/02/2017WRL01150Labour Activation Measures

14/02/2017WRL01200297. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any oth-
er schemes to replace the Gateway scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7409/17]

14/02/2017WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Gateway is a work placement 
scheme designed to provide short-term work opportunities for unemployed people in Local 
Authorities.  The scheme commenced in December 2013.  To be eligible to participate on Gate-
way, a person must have been continuously unemployed for at least 24 months and receiving a 
jobseeker’s allowance payment.  

Participants benefit by improving their work readiness and are able to apply their existing 
skills and learn new ones.  The scheme is also intended to assist the personal and social devel-
opment of participants, with the objective of bridging the gap between unemployment and re-
entering the workforce.  Participants work for an average of 19½ hours a week.  

With the ongoing welcome reductions in the live register, the operation of all of the ac-
tivation schemes, including Gateway, are being examined.  This is necessary to ensure that 
the number and nature of schemes, as well as the conditions governing participation on these 
schemes continues to be appropriate.  It is recognised by Government that these activation 
schemes are positive initiatives that enable the long-term unemployed to make a contribution to 
their communities whilst up-skilling themselves for prospective future employment.  I plan to 
bring a Memorandum to Government on these matters in the coming weeks. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRL01350Jobseeker’s Benefit

14/02/2017WRL01400298. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
on jobseeker’s benefit in Dublin and specifically in Dublin South West; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7425/17]

14/02/2017WRL01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am informed that at the end of 
January there were 9,835 persons in receipt of Jobseeker’s Benefit in the Dublin area.  A break-
down of this number by office is given in the following tabular statement.

It should be noted that the number of people in receipt of a jobseeker’s benefit payment 
payment at the offices below is calculated based on the offices’ catchment areas, some of which 
may cross county borders, rather than the addresses of the recipients themselves.

Recipients of Jobseeker’s Benefit in Dublin at the end of January by office

Office Recipients
Balbriggan 620
Ballyfermot 221
Ballymun 188
Bishop Square 653
Blanchardstown 817
Clondalkin 675
Coolock 476
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Office Recipients
Cork St 678
Dun Laoghaire 938
Finglas 636
Kilbarrack 637
Kings Inns Street 621
Navan Road 415
Nutgrove 692
Swords 623
Tallaght 945
Grand total 9,835

14/02/2017WRL01550Disability Allowance Applications

14/02/2017WRL01600299. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
a disability allowance by a person (details supplied) will be processed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7455/17]

14/02/2017WRL01700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm that my department received an application for disability allowance from this lady on 
1 December 2016.  On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a 
decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRL01750Passport Applications Data

14/02/2017WRL01800300. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of applicants for Irish passports from England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland in 2014, 
2015 and 2016, in tabular form.  [6848/17]

14/02/2017WRL01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The number of 
passport applicants born in Great Britain and Northern Ireland respectively for the years in 
question is set out in the following tables.  A further break-down of the data into applicants born 
in England/Scotland/Wales is not possible.

Applications - Born in Northern Ireland 

Year of Registration Total Applications
2014 64,416
2015 72,242
2016 91,448
Applications - Born in Great Britain
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Year of Registration Total Applications
2014 32,538
2015 34,211
2016 48,741

14/02/2017WRL01950Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRL02000301. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the actions his 
Department is taking to strengthen against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was temporar-
ily down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6882/17]

14/02/2017WRL02100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware of re-
cent attacks on the website of the NTMA and other sites hosted in Ireland.  My Department is 
not a user of the particular website technology apparently compromised in these incidents.  It 
is the policy of my Department to constantly update security features on our hosted services in 
order to maintain the security and integrity of its systems. 

14/02/2017WRL02150Middle East Issues

14/02/2017WRL02200302. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the actions, 
above and beyond the public statement issued by his Department on 25 January 2017, he will 
take in response to Israel’s approval of the construction of 566 new illegal settlement units in 
occupied east Jerusalem and its plan to build another 5,500 units throughout the occupied West 
Bank. [6895/17]

14/02/2017WRL02300308. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his Depart-
ment’s position on the recent approval by the Israeli Government of the construction of over 
500 settlement units in occupied east Jerusalem and 5,500 settlement units in the occupied West 
Bank; the steps he has taken both bilaterally and through the EU to assert Ireland’s position on 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7231/17]

14/02/2017WRL02400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 302 and 308 together.  

I issued a public statement on 25 January in response to the recent Israeli settlement an-
nouncements, which was as follows: “The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Charlie Fla-
nagan TD, has condemned recent announcements by Israeli authorities of further settlement 
construction in the occupied Palestinian Territories.  

Minister Flanagan said: 

Ireland’s views on Israeli settlements couldn’t be clearer.  Indeed, the views of the inter-
national community on settlements couldn’t be clearer – they are comprehensively set out in 
UN Security Council Resolution 2334 and in the declaration of the Paris Conference which I 
participated earlier this month.  These settlements are illegal, they actively undermine the pros-
pects for a sustainable negotiated two-state solution, and the relentless expansion of settlements 
inherently involves injustice and provocation for Palestinians.  

These most recent announcements, proposing more than 3,000 units, are deeply disappoint-
ing.  Such actions serve only to undermine Israel’s reputation and the credibility of its gov-



14 February 2017

327

ernment’s declarations of support for a negotiated, peaceful solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.

In particular, the intention to proceed with new settlements in East Jerusalem only serves 
to call further into question the commitment of the Israeli government to engage in meaningful 
negotiations aimed at achieving a two-State solution.

Ireland remains steadfast in its support for a comprehensive two state solution which pro-
tects the future of both the Palestinian and Israeli peoples.

I call for an end to all settlement construction, and the reversal of these announcements.”

Ireland also contributed to the drafting of a firm statement issued on behalf of the EU by 
High Representative Mogherini. 

I have consistently argued, at EU and international level, that the international community 
needs to take stronger action in response to settlement activities.  This has contributed to a num-
ber of EU actions in recent years, including excluding settlements from EU research funding, 
refusing to accept Israeli health certification for meat produced in settlements, and guidelines 
on labelling of products from settlements.  I will continue to pursue this policy approach.

14/02/2017WRL02450Visa Agreements

14/02/2017WRL02500303. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has 
discussed issues regarding the J1 visa programme during his recent trip to Washington DC; if 
he has raised the matter with the US Embassy in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6918/17]

14/02/2017WRL02600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The US J1 Summer 
Work and Travel programme has been a tremendously successful part of the Irish-US bilateral 
relationship for almost 50 years, with 150,000 Irish third level students taking the opportunity 
to experience life and work in the US over that time.  

The Government does not have any role in administering the J-1 scheme, which is a pro-
gramme of the US Department of State run by a number of not-for-profit US sponsoring bodies, 
who, in turn, work with commercial agencies here in Ireland.   

Nevertheless, the Embassy of Ireland in Washington, DC, led by Ambassador Anne Ander-
son and her colleagues, are in on-going contact with the US State Department regarding the J1 
cultural and educational exchange programme.  Following my recent visit to the US, represen-
tatives of the State Department have held meetings with Irish officials in Washington to discuss 
the importance of the J1 programme in our relationship with the US.   

In addition, officials from my Department are also in regular contact with the US Embassy 
in Dublin in relation to the J1 programme.  As recently as 8 February, 2017, officials in my De-
partment met with representatives of the US Embassy in Dublin – at the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade – to review the various options available to Irish participants in the J1 suite 
of programmes. 

I am particularly conscious of the importance of the J1 Summer Work and Travel (SWT) op-
tion within the J1 programme, which continues to offer important learning opportunities to Irish 
students, to work and visit the US each summer.  I can assure the Deputy of the Government’s 
commitment to the continued success of the J1 programme, which is an important component 
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of our bilateral relationship with the United States.

14/02/2017WRL02650Foreign Conflicts

14/02/2017WRL02700304. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his at-
tention has been drawn to the actions of the Fulani in Nigeria; the efforts being made by the 
international community to address this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6919/17]

14/02/2017WRL02800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Our Embassy in Abuja follows developments in Nigeria closely, including in rela-
tion to inter-ethnic tensions in parts of the country.  These include tensions in southern Kaduna, 
between members of the Fulani people, a predominantly nomadic group dispersed across the 
Sahel region and West Africa, and other communities.  They have given rise to clashes over 
land access and use, including acts of violence allegedly perpetrated by some members of the 
Fulani, as well as other groups.  I condemn all such acts, which have caused hundreds of deaths 
and the destruction of property.  It is vital that all those responsible be brought to justice.   

We strongly support efforts to find solutions to the underlying issues which give rise to 
such conflicts.  In this case, I particularly welcome the signing, in March last year, of the Ka-
fanchan Peace Declaration, which commits a range of stakeholders and community leaders 
to the principles of dialogue and non-violence in finding lasting solutions to the problems of 
inter-communal conflict.  The negotiation of this Declaration was facilitated by the Centre for 
Humanitarian Dialogue.  Ireland has supported the international work of this organisation for a 
number of years, including through the provision of €100,000 in 2016 for its work in Nigeria.  
Our Embassy staff in Abuja attended the signing of the Declaration, and continue to monitor 
and report on the situation in the region.  We will continue to encourage all parties to engage in 
the ongoing efforts to address the roots causes of this conflict.

14/02/2017WRL02850Missing Persons

14/02/2017WRL02900305. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that 7 February 2017 would have marked the twenty-fifth birthday of 
a person (details supplied) who went missing in the south of Spain in the summer of 2008 and 
that a vigil was held outside Dáil Éireann on that date; if his attention has been further drawn 
to the fact that members of the person’s family are calling on the Government to request that 
the Spanish authorities launch a cold case investigation; and if he will raise the issue with his 
Spanish counterpart. [6920/17]

14/02/2017WRL03000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am fully aware 
that a vigil was held on 7 February outside Dáil Éireann to mark the 25th birthday of the citizen 
who remains missing in Spain since 2008.  Officials from my Department met with members 
of the citizen’s family in December 2016 and met with the appointed Garda Family Liaison 
Officers in January 2017.  The Garda FLO remains the primary point of liaison with the family.

The Spanish government has provided assurances that the case is under active police inves-
tigation and that the police continue to follow up every possible lead and to cross-check new 
cases for any potential links to the disappearance of this Irish citizen.  It is my Department’s 
understanding that the concept of a ‘cold case’ review does not exist in Spain.    

While from a judicial point of view the case has been temporarily archived in Court in Fuen-
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girola - due to the time that had passed since the citizen’s disappearance and the lack of new 
information or leads - I understand that this is not unusual and that the case may judicially be 
re-opened at any stage if there are developments.

Any relevant information pertaining to the ongoing Spanish police investigation should be 
referred directly to An Garda Síochána, who can liaise with the Spanish authorities through 
appropriate police to police channels.  The designated Garda Síochána family liaison officer 
stands ready to provide the family with any updates on developments in this case. 

14/02/2017WRL03050Human Rights Cases

14/02/2017WRL03100306. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied) who has been incarcerated in Evin 
prison in Iran and who has been reportedly sentenced to death; and if he will raise this case with 
his Iranian counterpart. [6921/17]

14/02/2017WRL03200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have not previ-
ously been aware of this case, on which I have no information other than some publicly avail-
able reports.

It is not clear from these that the person in question has yet been charged with any offence, 
still less sentenced, but his continued detention would appear to be a matter of concern in itself.    

There is a worrying trend in recent years of Iranians long resident in western countries, 
many of them academics, being arrested and held for long periods during visits to Iran, often 
with little or no clarity about their case.  I echo the calls that have been made for this person to 
be either charged with a credible offence or released, and for his family to be kept properly ap-
prised of his case.  I will convey these concerns to the Iranian authorities.

14/02/2017WRL03250Foreign Policy

14/02/2017WRL03300307. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on recent events in Turkey, including the dismissal of thousands of public servants in recent 
days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7123/17]

14/02/2017WRL03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am deeply con-
cerned at the ongoing developments in Turkey, including the latest dismissals of some 4,500 
public servants following the introduction of a new Decree on 7 February.  The Decree, issued 
under the State of Emergency which has been in place in Turkey since the failed coup in July 
2016, has been used to target officials at the Education Ministry, the gendarmerie, and academ-
ics, as well as many other public servants, for their suspected links with certain organisations, 
e.g. the Gülenist movement. 

This Decree brings the numbers of public servants dismissed since the coup to almost 
100,000 people.  Many others have been detained or arrested.  I acknowledge that Orders is-
sued on 23 January limit the period of detention without charge to seven days rather than 30, 
and establish a complaints process for those who feel they have been mistreated under the 
emergency measures.  However, this latest round of dismissals heightens my ongoing concerns 
about human rights, democracy, rule of law and freedom of expression in Turkey.  I once again 
call on the Turkish authorities to exercise restraint in responding to the challenges they continue 
to face in the post-coup environment.    
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I am monitoring closely the Constitutional amendment package which was approved by the 
Turkish Grand Assembly on 21 January.  President Erdogan, who was the originator of many of 
the proposed changes, gave his formal approval to the package on 10 February.  The proposed 
amendments will now be put to the people in a referendum scheduled to take place on 16 April.  
Among the proposals are provisions for an increase in the number of MPs from 550 to 600, 
a lowering of the minimum age to sit in Parliament from 25 to 18, the holding of concurrent 
parliamentary and presidential elections every five years, the abolition of the post of Prime 
Minister and a considerable expansion of the executive powers of the President. 

While the Head of State in many democracies has a strong executive function, the ongoing 
concerns at EU level and internationally about democracy and the rule of law in Turkey, mean 
that there are serious considerations about the substance, timing and context of the constitu-
tional proposals.  The assessment of the Venice Commission (Council of Europe), which is 
currently studying the amendments, will be important in informing the position that the EU and 
Ireland take on the proposed reforms.

  Question No. 308 answered with Question No. 302.

14/02/2017WRL03550Counterfeit Passports

14/02/2017WRL03600309. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if a case 
pertaining to the passports of two persons (details supplied) has been referred to his Department 
for investigation following the attempted illegal use of these passports; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7259/17]

14/02/2017WRL03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is 
aware of this case and is pursuing it with the German authorities who detected the mis-use of 
Irish identities with fraudulent documentation.  For security reasons I cannot share details of 
these investigations. 

I reiterate the advice of the Passport Service that for their own security the persons con-
cerned apply to renew their passports.  They should include details of their statement to An 
Garda Siochána with their applications.    

I have requested that the Passport Service contact the persons concerned immediately about 
their renewal applications.

14/02/2017WRL03750Diaspora Issues

14/02/2017WRL03800310. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the fund-
ing allocated in 2017 to the emigrant support programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7292/17]

14/02/2017WRL03900311. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the fund-
ing allocated to all diaspora activities in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7293/17]

14/02/2017WRL04000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 310 and 311 together.

The Emigrant Support Programme administered by the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade provides funding for projects to support Irish communities overseas and to facilitate the 
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development of deeper and more strategic links between Ireland and the global Irish commu-
nity.   

The Emigrant Support Programme prioritises culturally sensitive, frontline welfare services 
that address the needs of the most vulnerable Irish emigrants.  The programme also supports a 
wide range of other diaspora engagement projects, particularly cultural, community and heri-
tage projects that foster a vibrant sense of Irish community and identity, as well as strategic 
capital projects.

The overall budget for the Emigrant Support Programme in 2017 is €11,595,000.  This 
matches the allocation for 2016.  The 2017-18 grant round is open for applications until 15 
February. 

In addition to the Emigrant Support Programme which is specifically targeted at funding 
projects supporting and engaging the global Irish community, this important objective is also 
an integral part of the wider work of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and in par-
ticular the work of our Missions abroad.  As such this important area of the Department’s work 
attracts significant other resources, both human and financial, but this expenditure is not part of 
a specific allocation or diaspora activity budget that is reported on separately.  Rather this work 
is undertaken annually as part of the core work of Missions, within the wider Departmental and 
Mission budget.

For 2017 an additional budget of €400,000 was allocated to my Department to support local 
diaspora engagement.  My Department is currently considering strategic priorities around this 
aspect of our engagement with the global Irish and how that new fund can be best structured 
and administered to achieve priority outcomes. 

A full list of previously funded organisations under the ESP can be found at www.dfa.ie/
global-irish/support-overseas/emigrant-support-programme/.

14/02/2017WRL04050Public Sector Allowances Payments

14/02/2017WRL04100312. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
members of the Defence Forces who took part in the Mediterranean Sea missions will be paid 
their extra allowance which was already agreed to be paid; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6693/17]

14/02/2017WRL04200313. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the agreement reached in November 2016 between PDFORRA and his Department for an ad-
ditional hazard pay of €15 per day for Naval Service personnel serving in the Mediterranean 
Sea will be honoured; and when those who have served on these missions will receive this 
remuneration. [6695/17]

14/02/2017WRL04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 312 and 313 together.

The issue in question has been referred to my Department for consideration and this process 
remains to be concluded.

14/02/2017WRL04450Public Sector Pay

14/02/2017WRL04500314. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
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the public sector pay increase due on 1 April 2017 will apply to all public sector staff in all posi-
tions; if this will apply to political staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6857/17]

14/02/2017WRL04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public Ser-
vants on annualised salaries of up to €65,000, who are parties to the Lansdowne Road Agree-
ment, and who do not stand to benefit from the Labour Court Recommendations (CD/16/321 
& CD/16/322) issued in respect of the Garda Associations, will have their annualised salaries 
increased by €1,000 from 1 April 2017 to 31 August 2017.  This will benefit approximately 
250,000 public servants (whole time equivalents (WTE)). 

Under the terms of the Haddington Road Agreement, the additional pay cut imposed on 
public servants earning over €65,000 is to be restored within a maximum of 18 months from 
the end of that Agreement.  The Lansdowne Road Agreement, underpinned by the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2015, provides that, for those on salaries in 
excess of €65,000 and less than €110,000, restoration will take place in two equal phases on 1 
April 2017 and 1 January 2018; and that for those on salaries in excess of €110,000 restoration 
is to be in three equal phases on 1 April 2017, 1 April 2018 and 1 April 2019.  These measures 
will apply to Special Advisers as appropriate.  However, notwithstanding these provisions, the 
Government, in approving the terms of the Lansdowne Road Agreement, decided that Minis-
ters, Ministers of State and Special Advisers on remuneration in excess of €100,000 should not 
avail on a personal basis of the pay restoration provided for in the FEMPI Act 2015.

14/02/2017WRL04650Public Sector Pensions

14/02/2017WRL04700315. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if public 
sector pension liabilities are calculated using the same formula and assumptions as private sec-
tor defined benefit pension schemes; if not, the detail of the formula and assumptions which are 
used; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6973/17]

14/02/2017WRL04800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under EU 
Regulation (EU) 549/2013, the Central Statistics Office (CSO) will be required to report on the 
gross accrued public service pension liabilities of Irish public servants as part of the National 
Accounts.  Reporting is mandatory, commencing with an end 2015 position for reporting in 
2017.  The assumptions underpinning the required report are prescribed under the EU Regula-
tion.

Having previously carried out the 2012 actuarial valuation of the public service accrued pen-
sion liability, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has agreed to update this work 
on behalf of the CSO.  A report including the principal assumptions applied in the 2012 valua-
tion exercise can be accessed at www.per.gov.ie/en/public-service-pensions-accrued-liability/.

Valuation exercises in respect of private sector defined benefit pension schemes and the 
assumptions applied are a matter for the relevant Trustees of each scheme based upon expert 
advice and in line with legislative and regulatory requirements.

14/02/2017WRL04850Public Procurement Regulations

14/02/2017WRL04900316. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son decentralised Government Department offices are precluded from purchasing office sup-
plies locally in favour of centralised purchasing in view of the fact the practice is contrary to 
the concept of Government decentralisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[7246/17]

14/02/2017WRL05000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Procurement 
reform is a key element of the Government’s overall reform programme and is aimed at deliver-
ing increased value for money, more accurate and timely data and improvement in the capacity 
and capability of the procurement function across the public service.  The fragmented procure-
ment arrangements across the public service which existed prior to this facilitated amongst 
other things suppliers charging different public service bodies different prices for the same 
goods and services.  This was not sustainable, as the State could not afford to continue to pur-
chase works, goods and services in a manner that undermined the efficient delivery of services.

All public bodies are keenly aware of the importance of maximising the value for money 
achievable when procuring any commonly acquired goods or services.  The central procure-
ment frameworks and contracts established by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) 
have been designed to optimise benefits to the public service through the strategic aggregation 
of its buying power.       

Central procurement frameworks are targeted at securing best value for money and facilitat-
ing contracting authorities to deliver services within their budgetary constraints.  In this regard, 
public bodies are encouraged to use these frameworks arrangements.  The benefits arising from 
these central procurement frameworks include: cash savings; administrative savings from re-
duced duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved consistency; enhanced 
service levels and legal certainty.  It is Government policy, as set out in Circular 16/2013, that 
public bodies, where possible, should make use of all such central arrangements.  Where public 
bodies choose not to utilise central procurement frameworks they should be in a position to 
provide a value for money justification.  It should also be noted that the OGP issued Circular 
10/2014 which contains initiatives aimed at facilitating SME access to public contracts.

14/02/2017WRM0010014/02/2017WRM00200Superannuation Schemes

14/02/2017WRM00300317. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will pay a superannuation pension and gratuity to retiring supervisors of community employ-
ment schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7405/17]

14/02/2017WRM00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The particu-
lar issue in question includes community and employment supervisors and assistant supervisors 
who have been seeking, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer fund-
ing to implement a Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme 
dating back to 2008.  The Community Sector High Level Forum (or Working Group) (previous-
ly the Informal Forum) was convened in 2015 and 2016 to examine certain issues pertaining to 
the Community Employment sector having regard to the implications for costs and precedent. 

In light of the recent appointment of a new Chair to the High Level Forum a meeting is ac-
cordingly being arranged between the parties concerned with a view to scheduling a date in the 
first quarter of 2017. 

It does however continue to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of 
the particular employees concerned and that it is not possible for the State to provide funding 
for such a scheme.  The employees in question are or were employees of private companies 
notwithstanding the fact that the companies concerned are, or were, reliant on State funding.  In 
considering the matter, regard must be had to costs and the precedent of such an arrangement 
were one to be created.
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14/02/2017WRM00500Flood Relief Schemes Status

14/02/2017WRM00600318. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
flood relief works which have been carried out on the River Clare in County Galway as part 
of the Clare river, Claregalway, drainage scheme; the works which remain to be carried out; if 
flood relief works are proposed for Lisheenavallagh in Claregalway; when they will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6730/17]

14/02/2017WRM00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): Flood relief works are being carried out on the Clare River (Claregalway) Drainage 
Scheme (FRS) over a 3-year period with substantial completion expected to be achieved by 
the end of 2018.  Works are currently being progressed by the Office of Public Works’ (OPW’) 
direct labour force which has a lot of experience in undertaking such works in environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

In recognition of the significant flooding problems in the area it was agreed to proceed with 
interim measures to reduce flood risk and by 2012, the following remedial works were success-
fully completed in advance of the main scheme works:

- Construction of flood eye at Claregalway Bridge

- Construction of new bridge at Crusheeney.

Works on the main scheme commenced in June 2016 with the construction of a drainage 
pipeline in the Lakeview area and with deepening of the channel bed upstream, under and 
downstream of the Claregalway Bridge and Flood Eye.

The following works have also been carried out:

-  Selective channel maintenance along the Clare River from Lough Corrib towards Creg-
more Bridge, has been substantially completed.  Some localised rock removal to be undertaken 
at select locations at a later stage as required.

-  In Miontach South all archaeological trenching has been completed along the footprint 
of the works area and suitable road build up material has been accumulated at Claregalway to 
facilitate road raising works.

-  A contractor has completed works to remove the tree-line along the edge of the Miontach 
South road.

-  The consulting engineers are currently finalising some key elements of the detailed design 
for road raising works at Miontach South.  While these works are weather dependent, it is ex-
pected that they will commence in early March 2017.

-  OPW in consultation with Galway Co. Council have given an undertaking that they will 
carry out temporary emergency road raising for local access should it be required due to ex-
treme flood events.

-  The gap in the wall at “An Mhainistir” housing estate has been addressed and a local em-
bankment at nine arches bridge together with infilling in part of the old river channel has been 
completed. 

-  Works on re-grading the channel upstream, under and downstream of Claregalway Bridge, 
together with re-grading the new flood eye were substantially completed in 2016.  Some out-
standing rock removal from the channel bed downstream, under the footprint of the cofferdam 
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will be removed this Summer in conjunction with agreed Environmental River Enhancement 
Works and necessary realignment of the southern bank for a short distance immediately down-
stream of the Flood Eye.

-  Works on the Kiniska (Cin Uisce) tributary which includes channel maintenance, bank 
protection and bridge upgrading works are presently in progress and are expected to be com-
pleted in early March 2017.

Works in the Caherlea/Lisheenavalla area commenced with the replacement of the exist-
ing bridge at Crusheeny by OPW as part of the advance works associated with the flood relief 
scheme in 2012.  Further works to be carried out in this area include:

-  Channel widening from 1.3 km upstream of Crusheeny Bridge to immediately down-
stream of Crusheeny Bridge to form a two stage channel is due to commence in late April 2017.

-  Cleaning and regrading of the Islandmore Drain, also due for completion this year.

-  Construction of an embankment along the southern bank of the Clare River from 1.3 km 
upstream of Crusheeny Bridge to the Islandmore Drain to include the installation of a non-
return valve on the discharge from the Islandmore drain will also commence this year in con-
junction with the two stage channel works.

-  The remaining works which will include, road raising in Miontach North and construction 
of the Carnmore/Cashla flood alleviation pipeline will be carried out in 2018.

-  Raising the road locally in Caherlea/Lisheenavalla may also be undertaken as a future 
measure if considered necessary. 

14/02/2017WRM00800Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRM00900319. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the actions 
his Department is taking to strengthen security against cyber attacks after the NTMA website 
was temporarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6886/17]

14/02/2017WRM01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment implements a multi-layered approach to cyber security and to protecting ICT systems, 
infrastructures, and services.  The threat landscape is constantly evolving and significant effort 
is expended to continually enhance and strengthen ICT security to mitigate against emerging 
threats, risks, vulnerabilities and cybersecurity issues.  In addition to deploying intrusion pro-
tection systems, my Department manages software vulnerabilities by maintaining up-to-date 
versions.   

My Department also continues to work closely with the National Cyber Security Centre 
(NCSC).  The NCSC is a division of the Department of Communications, Climate Action & 
Environment and encompasses the State’s national/governmental Computer Security Incident 
Response Team (CSIRT-IE). 

14/02/2017WRM01100Flood Relief Schemes Status

14/02/2017WRM01200320. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he has 
formally approved funding for the lower Morrell river flood relief scheme in County Kildare; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6969/17]

14/02/2017WRM01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Lower Morrell River flood relief scheme is being progressed by Kildare County 
Council (KCC) as the Contracting Authority for the scheme with funding provided by the Of-
fice of Public Works (OPW). 

I am advised that KCC and its consultants are currently finalising the Environmental Im-
pact Statement (EIS) and detailed design of the scheme which includes liaising with the vari-
ous landowners/stakeholders who will be impacted by the proposed works, in advance of the 
scheme being submitted for planning approval.  Once the final details of the scheme have been 
designed and before the scheme is submitted for planning approval the Council will request 
formal approval of the scheme and funding arrangements from the OPW.  It is envisaged that 
the scheme will be submitted for planning approval in the first half of 2017.

It is not possible to indicate when exactly works can be commenced until the scheme has 
been advanced through the planning process by the Council as outlined above but it is hoped 
that works could commence before the end of 2017.  I can confirm that the Lower Morrell 
Scheme remains a priority and the OPW has included provision for the cost of the proposed 
works in its financial profiles in the period up to 2020.

14/02/2017WRM01400Public Sector Pensions

14/02/2017WRM01500321. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when he 
will update the Civil Service pension scheme for new entrants (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7257/17]

14/02/2017WRM01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There is no 
specific provision in the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 
2012 which established the Single Pension Scheme, to provide for the purchase or transfer of 
additional pension benefits by Single Scheme members.  Notwithstanding this, a commitment 
has been given that a purchase and transfer facility would be provided by way of Regulations 
under the Single Scheme Act. 

Appropriate Regulations are being drafted and these will set out the rules of the new scheme.  
Consistent with the structure of the Single Scheme, it is intended  that the Regulations will al-
low Single Scheme members to purchase additional pension and lump sum referable amounts 
to augment pension benefits accrued under the Scheme.  The Regulations are also expected 
to provide for the transfer of pension entitlements accrued in certain other Revenue approved 
pension schemes to the Single Scheme.  The pricing of purchased benefits will be based on the 
actuarially calculated cost of paying out those benefits at retirement and will operate on a cost 
neutral basis to the Exchequer.  The draft scheme is currently subject to detailed legal and other 
considerations and the intention is to bring forward Regulations on the new scheme as soon as 
these considerations are complete.

14/02/2017WRM01700Office of Public Works Properties

14/02/2017WRM01800322. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a list of Office of Public Works buildings in Dublin that are not currently in use; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7308/17]
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14/02/2017WRM01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Commissioners of Public Works own the following three properties in Dublin 
that are currently not in use.

1.  91a Lower Georges St, Dun Laoghaire.

The property is retained for strategic purposes.

2.  10/11 Castle St, Dublin 2.

The property is adjacent to Dublin Castle and retained for strategic purposes

3.  The Debtors’ Prison, Halston Street, Dublin 7.

The future use of this historic property is currently under active consideration with alterna-
tive State usage being explored.

14/02/2017WRM02000Office of Public Works Properties

14/02/2017WRM02100323. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a list of Office of Public Works buildings in County Kildare that are not cur-
rently in use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7309/17]

14/02/2017WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Commissioners of Public Works own the following property in Co. Kildare that 
is currently not in use:

Former Garda Station, Rathangan, Co. Kildare. 

The property is being prepared for disposal.

14/02/2017WRM02300Garda Stations

14/02/2017WRM02400324. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there 
is any update or indication of an advancement or movement in legal negotiations regarding the 
acquisition of a new site for Bailieborough Garda station; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7330/17]

14/02/2017WRM02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The OPW continues to progress the legal matters relating to the acquisition of the site 
as a matter of high priority.  This process will be completed as soon as possible.

14/02/2017WRM02600Brexit Issues

14/02/2017WRM02700325. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to review the capital programme with a view to increasing investment in infrastructure, 
such as the road network, in the Border region because of the particular challenges that will 
arise due to Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7367/17]

14/02/2017WRM02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Capital 
Plan “Building on Recovery”, sets out a €42 billion framework to address our priority infra-
structure needs up to 2021.  This plan is being reviewed to ensure that capital spending is strict-
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ly aligned with national economic and social priorities, consistent with Programme for Partner-
ship Government objectives.  This includes examining how available capital funds can best be 
allocated to underpin sustainable medium-term economic growth and future growth potential.  

The review of the Plan will be undertaken in two stages:

Phase 1 is a focused review of priorities aimed primarily at advising Government, in the con-
text of Budget 2018, on how the additional capital funding committed by Government should 
be allocated over the remainder of the plan.  This will examine priority areas for investment, 
consistent with the objectives of the existing Capital Plan and the specific investment priorities 
contained in the Programme for Government.

Phase 2 will assess and report on the framework required to underpin longer term analy-
sis of Ireland’s infrastructure planning needs.  

My Department has recently written to all Departments initiating the review process and has 
sought submissions, including proposals for any of the additional capital funding available, by 
end February 2017.  A public consultation will also be undertaken to inform the Review.  

It is a matter for each Department to take this opportunity to assess its sectoral capital plan 
in the light of any factors, such as Brexit, and propose any consequent reprioritisation of re-
sources when making their submission.

14/02/2017WRM02900Pension Provisions

14/02/2017WRM03000326. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
State sponsored bodies can extend employment by one year for long-serving employees on 
reaching 65 years of age, who on retirement at 65 years of age would have to seek jobseeker’s 
benefit for one year prior to being eligible for pension payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7368/17]

14/02/2017WRM03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Terms and 
conditions of employees of commercial state bodies (otherthan the Chief Executive Officer) 
are generally a matter for the body concerned and I have no direct input in relation to those 
terms and conditions.  However, in relation to public servants generally, including those in non-
commercial state bodies, the Deputy may be aware that an Interdepartmental Working Group, 
chaired by my Department, was established in early 2016.  This Group was to examine the is-
sues arising from prevailing retirement ages for workers in both the public and private sectors, 
in the context of the increase in the State Pension age from 65 to 66 in 2014 and the scheduled 
further increases to the State Pension age in 2021 and 2028. 

The Group, whose Report was agreed by Government last August, considered policy around 
retirement age in both the public and private sectors, examining implications arising from re-
tirement ages now and in the future.  The Group identified a set of frameworkprinciples to 
underpin policy in the area and made a number ofrecommendations assigned to Government 
Departments and Employer bodiesfor follow-up in that regard.  A copy of the Report is avail-
able online at http://www.per.gov.ie/en/report-of-the-interdepartmental-group-on-fuller-work-
ing-lives/.   

On foot of one of the recommendations of the Report, my Department, with Public Service 
employers, was tasked to review the current statutory and operational considerations giving 
rise to barriers to extended participation in the public service workforce up to and including the 
current age of entitlement to the Contributory State Pension.  This review is currently underway 
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and is expected to be completed by the Q2 2017.

14/02/2017WRM03200Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas

14/02/2017WRM03300327. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the total annual funding expended on each CEDRA programme initiative 
since being established, in tabular form; the 2017 budget allocations for such initiatives; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [6813/17]

14/02/2017WRM03400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Report of the Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas 
(CEDRA) was published in April 2014 and contained 34 recommendations to support the de-
velopment of rural Ireland.  Some of these recommendations had a direct associated programme 
cost, while others related to policy initiatives that could be taken without a direct cost to support 
rural economic development. 

Programmes funded by my own Department which are directly related to the recommenda-
tions in the CEDRA report include the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, and the Rural Eco-
nomic Development Zones (REDZ) initiative.  Expenditure on these programmes in 2015 and 
2016, along with the budgetary allocation for 2017, is set out on Table 1.

The priority recommendation made by CEDRA was the need for a co-ordinated approach to 
rural development across Government.  The assignment of responsibility to my Department for 
regional and rural development, and the publication of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural 
Development address this key recommendation. 

The Action Plan builds on and goes beyond the CEDRA report, by providing an overarch-
ing structure for the implementation of initiatives across Government which will address both 
the social and economic development of rural Ireland.  The Plan also commits to progressing a 
number of issues which were referenced in the CEDRA report, including in areas such as social 
enterprise, the creative industries, rural transport, and the development of the tourism and rec-
reation potential of rural Ireland.

In total, the Action Plan contains over 275 actions for delivery across a range of Govern-
ment Departments, agencies and other bodies.  

Table 1 – Funding of REDZ and Town & Village Renewal Scheme 2015-2017

Scheme 2015 Expenditure 2016 Expenditure 2017 Allocation
REDZ €3,813,667 €6,142, 842 TBC*

Town & Village 
Renewal scheme

-- €9,880,000 €12,000,000

*Funding for the REDZ scheme will be reviewed following an evaluation of the 2015 and 
2016 programmes.

14/02/2017WRM03500Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRM03600328. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the actions her Department is taking to strengthen security against cyber attacks 
after the NTMA website was temporarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking at-
tack; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6875/17]



Questions - Written Answers

340

14/02/2017WRM03700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department gets regular updates from the National Cyber Security Centre, 
encompassing the national/governmental Computer Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT-
IE) that focuses on the protection of critical national information infrastructure in key sectors 
such as energy and telecommunications. 

The updates include matters such as improving situational awareness and incident manage-
ment along with facilitating education and training.

As I am sure the Deputy will appreciate it would not be appropriate for me to set out in any 
detail all of the security measures that are deployed to prevent cyber-attacks and other forms of 
malicious attacks against my Department’s IT Network.  The matter is kept under continuous 
review and any changes that are required or recommended to my Department, to enhance IT 
security, are implemented immediately. 

14/02/2017WRM03800Land Acquisition

14/02/2017WRM03900329. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to purchase lands (details supplied); if her attention has been drawn to 
the importance of these lands to hikers and to tourism; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7005/17]

14/02/2017WRM04000336. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if her Department has initiated contact with the owners of an estate (details sup-
plied) regarding its forthcoming sale and the future status of the 5,000 acre site that is currently 
enjoyed as a public amenity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7255/17]

14/02/2017WRM04100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Mi-
chael Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 329 and 336 together.

Given the scarce resources available for capital investment in our National Parks and Nature 
Reserves, I am mindful of the need to focus on the core responsibilities relating to the manage-
ment of the existing Parks and Reserves lands.  It is for that reason, my Department could only 
consider the matter referred by the Deputies if the price fell within a certain range or in the 
context of a donation or bequest.  In this context my Department has initiated contact with the 
owners.

14/02/2017WRM04200Special Areas of Conservation

14/02/2017WRM04300330. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the number of hectares in each county that are designated special areas of 
conservation, special protection areas and natural heritage areas, by county in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7092/17]

14/02/2017WRM04400331. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the percentage of total land designated as special areas of conservation, spe-
cial protection areas and natural heritage areas by county, in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [7093/17]

14/02/2017WRM04500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 330 and 331 together.
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Ireland is committed to the implementation of the EU Nature Directives.  It has identified 
and protected 439 sites for designation or designated as special areas of conservation and 154 
sites as special protection areas.  In addition, 148 natural heritage areas have been designated 
under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

COUNTY Total Ter-
restrial Area 
(ha)

Terrestrial 
SAC Area 
(ha)

Percent 
Ter-
restrial 
SAC 
Area

Terrestrial 
SPA Area 
(ha)

Percent 
Terres-
trial SPA 
Area

Terrestrial 
NHA Area 
(ha)

Percent 
Ter-
restrial 
NHA 
Area 

Terrestrial 
SAC/SPA/
NHA Area 
(ha)

Percent 
Terrestrial 
SAC/SPA/
NHA Area 

Carlow 89,601.72 4,418.62 4.93% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 4,418.62 4.93%

Cavan 193,133.53 11,825.05 6.12% 3,149.68 1.63% 729.48 0.38% 13,771.56 7.13%

Clare 319,736.63 38,308.04 11.98% 30,526.55 9.55% 3,003.72 0.94% 68,519.00 21.43%

Cork 746,600.61 23,875.53 3.20% 26,383.69 3.53% 1,564.30 0.21% 49,102.05 6.58%

Donegal 484,559.33 84,982.74 17.54% 47,179.26 9.74% 5,293.24 1.09% 94,800.80 19.56%

Dublin 92,566.98 3,862.00 4.17% 2,262.34 2.44% 16.56 0.02% 4,138.38 4.47%

Galway 612,204.63 129,527.72 21.16% 75,872.08 12.39% 15,958.62 2.61% 172,931.25 28.25%

Kerry 474,870.45 119,222.89 25.11% 46,123.98 9.71% 1,660.26 0.35% 151,292.31 31.86%

Kildare 169,408.69 1,722.45 1.02% 30.41 0.02% 260.10 0.15% 2,012.89 1.19%

Kilkenny 206,138.29 4,281.71 2.08% 262.09 0.13% 34.82 0.02% 4,315.20 2.09%

Laois 171,917.93 6,433.51 3.74% 15,225.27 8.86% 277.70 0.16% 18,541.45 10.79%

Leitrim 158,871.88 17,833.85 11.23% 632.21 0.40% 4,396.69 2.77% 22,206.98 13.98%

Limerick 268,522.06 6,001.94 2.24% 23,286.96 8.67% 172.44 0.06% 28,485.99 10.61%

Longford 108,476.68 5,986.10 5.52% 5,369.42 4.95% 1,037.99 0.96% 7,075.31 6.52%

Louth 82,626.59 3,873.49 4.69% 755.30 0.91% 0.00 0.00% 4,256.53 5.15%

Mayo 558,678.44 124,326.28 22.25% 46,866.10 8.39% 7,873.36 1.41% 133,939.51 23.97%

Meath 234,249.99 2,425.75 1.04% 1,094.27 0.47% 436.01 0.19% 3,424.78 1.46%

Monaghan 129,444.74 56.81 0.04% 3,448.74 2.66% 1,130.80 0.87% 3,511.70 2.71%

Offaly 199,644.77 6,452.77 3.23% 9,622.80 4.82% 1,414.72 0.71% 13,033.46 6.53%

Roscom-
mon

253,753.32 13,599.66 5.36% 9,817.81 3.87% 4,132.91 1.63% 18,131.51 7.15%

Sligo 181,235.05 25,144.27 13.87% 4,488.40 2.48% 1,591.87 0.88% 28,341.13 15.64%

Tipperary 425,286.93 14,514.25 3.41% 18,138.43 4.26% 4,507.42 1.06% 33,574.46 7.89%

Waterford 183,942.10 10,314.74 5.61% 2,492.39 1.35% 0.00 0.00% 11,948.07 6.50%

Westmeath 183,763.43 9,483.43 5.16% 9,281.51 5.05% 2,789.87 1.52% 13,621.48 7.41%

Wexford 235,795.72 6,599.73 2.80% 4,140.61 1.76% 2.39 0.00% 8,723.55 3.70%

Wicklow 202,485.43 32,662.12 16.13% 31,263.07 15.44% 0.00 0.00% 37,411.45 18.48%

Totals: 6,967,515.91 707,735.45 10.16% 417,713.36 6.00% 58,285.27 0.84% 951,529.41 13.66%

Land may be within more than one designated area category – this has been taken in to 
account in the Terrestrial SAC/SPA/NHA Area and Percent Terrestrial SAC/SPA/NHA Area 
columns. SAC/SPA/NHA Area figures represent the total area nominated for designation/des-
ignated within each county.

14/02/2017WRM04600Departmental Funding

14/02/2017WRM04700332. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if she will provide a list of all public grant and bursary schemes for arts, cul-
ture and heritage from her Department and bodies of her Department, in tabular form. [7122/17]

14/02/2017WRM04800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Both my Department and the bodies under its aegis operate a wide range of 



Questions - Written Answers

342

funding schemes in the areas of arts, culture and heritage.  Details of these schemes are made 
available on my Department’s website and the individual website of the bodies concerned.

For the Deputy’s convenience a summary of the various funding areas and the links to de-
tailed information in respect of funding is set out in the following tables.

Arts, Culture and Heritage Funding Schemes available from the Department

Programme Area Details available at:
Arts Film and Investment www.ahrrga.gov.ie/about/information-

requests/freedom-of-information/foi-publi-
cations-scheme/services-provided-by-the-
department/arts-unit/#grantfunding

Cultural Policy and Institutions www.ahrrga.gov.ie/about/information-
requests/ freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/services- pro-
vided-by-the-department/cultural-policy-
and-institutions-unit/#grantfunding

Culture Ireland www.cultureireland.ie/funding
Built Heritage & Architectural Policy www.ahrrga.gov.ie/about/information-

requests/ freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/ services-pro-
vided-by-the-department/built-heritage- 
and-architectural-policy-unit/#grantfunding

National Monuments Service www.ahrrga.gov.ie/about/information-
requests/freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/services-pro-
vided-by-the-department/national-monu-
ments-service/#grantfunding

Leader Programme www.pobal.ie/FundingProgrammes/LEAD-
ER/Pages/LEADER.aspx

Funding available from bodies under the aegis of the Department

Body Details available at:
Arts Council www.artscouncil.ie/funding/
Irish Film Board www.irishfilmboard.ie/funding_pro-

grammes/
Heritage Council www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding
Údarás na Gaeltachta www.udaras.ie/en/forbairt-pobail/tionsc-

naimh-ealaion-chulturtha
Waterways Ireland www.waterwaysireland.org/Pages/Corpo-

rate/Waterways-Ireland-Heritage-Plan.aspx
Foras na Gaeilge www.forasnagaeilge.ie/sceimeanna-mao-

inithe/

14/02/2017WRM04900Rural Development Plan

14/02/2017WRM05000333. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if the approved local action groups delivering Leader will be requested to take 
a role in delivering some of the actions outlined in the action plan for rural development that 
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complement Leader to ensure efficiency and avoid wasteful duplication, in view of the fact that 
the plan includes explicit references to the EU co-funded Leader programme 2014-2020 and 
the plan mirrors much of the national framework for the current Leader programme; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7147/17]

14/02/2017WRM05100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development which was launched on 
23 January will act as an overarching structure for the co-ordination and implementation of 
initiatives across Government which will benefit rural Ireland.  The Plan has a much broader 
remit than the LEADER programme and contains over 270 actions to be delivered by a range of 
Government Departments, State agencies and other bodies to support the economic and social 
development of rural areas.

The LEADER programme 2014-2020 is currently being delivered by 28 Local Action 
Groups (LAGs) throughout the country.  The Action Plan for Rural Development acknowledges 
that these LAGs have a vital role to play in the development and revitalisation of rural Ireland 
through the delivery of the LEADER programme.

There are also a number of other actions in the Plan which will be implemented by organi-
sations that deliver LEADER as part of the LAGs.  These include, for example, actions relat-
ing to the Rural Recreational Scheme, the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, and the CLÁR 
programme. 

One of the Government’s key objectives is to ensure a more coordinated approach to the 
economic and social development of rural Ireland.  The Action Plan for Rural Development pro-
vides the framework for this improved coordination.  My Department will be working closely 
with the relevant Departments, agencies and other providers over the coming months to achieve 
improved coordination and cooperation through the delivery of the Plan.

14/02/2017WRM05200Rural Development Plan

14/02/2017WRM05300334. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the process that will be followed to examine the potential to promote rural 
areas of Ireland as the destination of choice for US colleges that wish to avail of a rural-based 
learning or study-abroad experience, as promised in the action plan for rural development; the 
lead Department in progressing this proposal; the examination that has taken place to date of 
possible sources of State funding for such projects; the timeframe envisaged to bring this ex-
amination to a conclusion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7171/17]

14/02/2017WRM05400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Action 165 of Realising our Rural Potential, the Government’s Action Plan for 
Rural Development, sets out a commitment to examine the potential to promote rural Ireland 
as the destination of choice for US colleges wishing to avail of a rural based learning or study 
abroad experience. 

The action in question was initiated by Connemara West plc, a community development 
company based in Letterfrack.  It will be a matter for that organisation, rather than a Govern-
ment Department, to examine the potential of the proposal, including any funding implications.  
In providing their input to the Action Plan for Rural Development, Connemara West plc indi-
cated that this particular initiative will be progressed on an ongoing basis. 

In accordance with the monitoring mechanisms set out in the Action Plan, my Department 
will be requesting regular reports from Connemara West plc in relation to progress on the 
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implementation of this action.

14/02/2017WRM05500CLÁR Programme

14/02/2017WRM05600335. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her plans to run a programme under the CLÁR scheme to provide bus shelters 
in CLÁR areas with co-funding from Transport Infrastructure Ireland or the National Transport 
Authority; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7174/17]

14/02/2017WRM05700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Mi-
chael Ring): The CLÁR programme is a targeted investment programme which provides fund-
ing for small scale infrastructural projects in rural areas which have suffered the greatest levels 
of population decline. 

I have secured a budget of €5 million for CLÁR in 2017 and the measures to be implement-
ed under the programme will be announced shortly.  While I currently have no specific plans to 
introduce a funding scheme for bus shelters in CLÁR areas, I will keep the matter under consid-
eration in the context of the development of new measures that can support rural communities. 

  Question No. 336 answered with Question No. 329.

14/02/2017WRM05900Register of Cultural Objects

14/02/2017WRM06000337. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs when the register for protected cultural items was most recently reviewed; the cri-
teria by which additional items can be added to the register; the means by which an application 
can be made to add to the register; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7256/17]

14/02/2017WRM06100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Section 48 of the National Cultural Institutions Act 1997 provides for the estab-
lishment of a Register of cultural objects and the registration of objects thereto. 

Section 49 of that Act details the legislative criteria by which items can be added to the Reg-
ister.  The Register was most recently considered by my Department when I made the decision 
to include a surrender letter written by Padraig Pearse in the aftermath of the Easter Rising to 
the Register in December last year.

14/02/2017WRM06200Departmental Expenditure

14/02/2017WRM06300338. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the profile of expenditure of her Department, provided in euro and broken 
down by subhead, for the month of January 2017; the actual expenditure broken down in euro 
the same way; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7331/17]

14/02/2017WRM06400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Details of provisional expenditure in respect of my Department and all Govern-
ment Departments are published at Vote level by the Department of Finance on a monthly basis.  
Provisional current and capital expenditure figures in respect of my Department at Vote level 
as of 31 January 2017 are due to be published shortly at www.finance.gov.ie and these figures 
indicate that expenditure for January 2017 is on profile.
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All expenditure within my Department’s Vote is subject to an ongoing internal verification 
and monitoring process to ensure the best use of available financial resources.  Adjustments 
may fall to be made between subheads as part of this process and all figures are subject to audit 
by the Office of the Auditor and Comptroller General.  Definitive outturn figures on a sub-
head by subhead basis are therefore only made available in the Annual Appropriation Accounts 
which are published and made available on the website of the Comptroller and Auditor General.

14/02/2017WRM06500Údarás na Gaeltachta

14/02/2017WRM06600339. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an bhfuil feighlí fostaithe ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ar ionad 
(sonraí tugtha); cén chaoi ar fógraíodh an post agus ar ceapadh an duine; agus an ndéanfaidh sí 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [7450/17]

14/02/2017WRM06700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Tuigim ó Údarás na Gaeltachta nach bhfuil aon duine fostaithe 
acu mar fheighlí ar an ionad atá luaite ag an Teachta. 

14/02/2017WRM06800Voluntary Sector Funding

14/02/2017WRM06900340. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide financial 
assistance to a body (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6656/17]

14/02/2017WRM07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
Information obtained from the HSE indicated that it provided Section 39 (Health Act 2004) 
funding of €38,000 in 2016 to the Irish Mens Sheds Association for a specific programme 
of work (Sheds for Life) over a six month period.  Full-year costs are being funded in 2017 
(€76,000).  

In addition to this, €150,000 is being funded in 2017 (€75,000 each from the Health & Well-
being Division and Mental Health Division) for core funding costs. 

The total funding being provided in 2017 is €226,000.

The 2017 work will focus on positive approaches to men’s physical and mental health that 
celebrates men’s strengths and value in the shed, the community and the family such as:

-  To support sheds to build on and sustain the health enhancing environment;

-  To engage men’ shed members in process of the evolving the ‘Sheds for Life’ initiative;

-  To evaluate the impact of the ‘Sheds for Life’ initiative.

The ‘Sheds for Life’ initiative will work to promote men’s health by working in partnership 
with statutory, voluntary and community organisations to strengthen men’s health, knowledge, 
awareness and behaviours towards health.  It aims to engage with the sheds in its development 
process so as to build capacity and to instil ownership of the initiative and to foster sustainabil-
ity for a health promoting ethos in the shed. 

The main areas include:

 Focus Area 1:   
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Fostering a health promoting and supportive environment for ‘Sheds for Life’ by empower-
ing men’s sheds members to take ownership of the initiative to ensure sustainability.  This is 
facilitated by:

-  Continual engagement with men’s sheds members in the development of ‘Sheds for Life’ 
via Cluster Meetings;

-  ‘Sheds for Life’ biannual newsletter to be keep members informed and case studies high-
lighted regarding the roll out of the initiative;

-  Capacity building with IMSA Advocates and key players within the sheds via ENGAGE 
training, peer led training programmes and resources to ensure sustainability of the initiative as 
per continued support to Action 2.2 of the Healthy Ireland – Men 2017 – 2021 report regarding 
the Quality Assessment and Outcomes Framework for Men’s Sheds in Ireland.

 Focus Area 2:

 ‘Sheds for Life’ will seek to address positive attitudes and behaviours towards key lifestyle 
issues for 2017 including:

-  physical activity;

-  healthy eating;

-  alcohol; and 

-  smoking.

This is facilitated by:

1. Men’s Sheds ‘Spanner in the Works’ dedicated male health website. (Adapted to Irish 
context from the Australian Men’s Shed Association version which receives on average 50,000 
views a month);

2. Dissemination of male tailored health information booklets from partner organisations for 
health information stand in Men’s Sheds nationwide; 

3. Signposting and promotion of existing partner programmes and awareness campaigns 
and services available to men such as: ‘Quit’ line, Cook It!, Healthy Eating Active Living, 
Drink Aware, Get Ireland Active; 

4. Delivery of partner organisation programmes delivered in Men Shed setting or commu-
nity, such as Diabetes Ireland, Get Ireland Walking, ‘Go for Life’ Games, Siel Bleu; 

5. Delivery of tailored talks via Men’s Shed Cluster Meetings; 

6. Promoting positive mental health awareness and workshops via ‘ Mental Health Ireland 
’ and ‘Little things’ campaign;

7. Promotion of National Men’s Health Week;

8. Featured articles on the key lifestyle topics effecting men linking with HSE Communi-
cation campaigns e.g. Little things, Quit, Dementia Understand Together etc. via the Farmers 
Journal in the Men’s Shed section throughout 2017.

14/02/2017WRM07100Health Insurance Levy
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14/02/2017WRM07200341. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter 
(details supplied) regarding health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6702/17]

14/02/2017WRM07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The voluntary health insurance system in 
Ireland operates on the basis of community rating whereby everyone pays the same price for 
the same product (adjusted to reflect any loadings applicable under Lifetime Community Rat-
ing).  Our community rated market is supported by a Risk Equalisation Scheme funded by a 
community rating levy payable by insurers on all written policies.  The levy is collected by the 
Revenue Commissioners from insurers and all of the monies collected are paid over to the Risk 
Equalisation Fund administered by the independent regulator - the Health Insurance Authority.  
The Authority redistributes the monies back to the health insurance companies by way of cred-
its in respect of older and sicker people.  The scheme is designed to protect community rating by 
spreading the cost of insuring older and sicker people across the market and allows all people 
to continue to pay the same net amount for a given health insurance product.

It is important to note that increasing the stamp duty levies does not increase costs across 
the market.  The Scheme is exchequer neutral, neither a cost nor a benefit to the State.  Insur-
ance companies operate as commercial providers and as Minister for Health, I have no legal 
power to intervene in relation to any insurer’s prices.  The cost of private health insurance is 
influenced by a number of factors such as the number of persons in the market, the age profile 
of those holding private health insurance and ongoing medical innovations.  Each of these are 
contributors to the cost of care, the cost of claims and therefore the cost of premiums payable.

We have a highly competitive private health insurance market.  Many consumers can make 
savings on their health insurance premiums by reviewing their level of cover to ensure that 
their needs are being met, without being over-insured.  The Health Insurance Authority website 
offers a clear price comparison and can be accessed at www.hia.ie.  All of the health insurers 
provide a number of lower cost plans, affording consumers the opportunity to find value in the 
market and to access the level of cover appropriate to their individual or family needs.

14/02/2017WRN00200Services for People with Disabilities

14/02/2017WRN00300342. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review correspondence 
(details supplied); if he will schedule the relevant assessment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6736/17]

14/02/2017WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

  Question No. 343 withdrawn.

14/02/2017WRN00500Hospital Waiting Lists
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14/02/2017WRN00600344. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive a date for a spinal operation at Our Lady’s Hospital, 
Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6983/17]

14/02/2017WRN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRN00800Medical Card Eligibility

14/02/2017WRN00900345. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health if those who are in receipt of 
domiciliary care allowance are automatically entitled to a medical card; and if not, his plans to 
introduce measures to make this so. [7219/17]

14/02/2017WRN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I received permission from Government to 
draft the new Bill in December.  This new legislation will effectively mean that all children in 
respect of whom a DCA payment is made will automatically qualify for a medical card and, 
therefore, no longer be subject to the medical card means test at any point in the future while 
in receipt of DCA.  The legislation is currently being prepared and will be brought before the 
Oireachtas as quickly as possible. 

In addition to the preparation of the legislation, I have asked the HSE, so that the proposal 
can be implemented in a smooth and efficient manner, to commence the process of planning for 
the requirements of the scheme and how the cards will issue.

14/02/2017WRN01100Disability Services Provision

14/02/2017WRN01200346. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the reason children in County 
Galway are failing to access early intervention in occupational therapy and speech and lan-
guage services despite the new AIM programme (details supplied). [7404/17]

14/02/2017WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme, is the responsibility of the Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs.  The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has brought for-
ward a new model of supports to facilitate the full participation of children with a disability in 
the ECCE Programme.  The new model, AIM (Access and Inclusion Model), provides supports 
including enhanced continuing professional development for early years practitioners; grants 
for equipment, appliances and minor alterations; and access to therapeutic intervention.  Fund-
ing of €15m was provided to phase these supports in during 2016.  Full year costs for these 
supports are estimated to be €33m from this year onwards.  

It should be noted that while the Health Service Executive has no statutory obligation to 
provide assistant supports for children with special needs wishing to avail of the ECCE scheme, 
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it has, to date, worked at local level and in partnership with the relevant disability service pro-
viders to address individual needs as they arise.  This has been done, for example, by funding 
special pre-schools that cater specifically for children with disabilities.  In some limited cases 
at local level, disability services have also facilitated children with a disability to attend main-
stream pre-schools by providing assistant supports where possible and where resources are 
available.  The provision of such pre-school assistant supports should not be confused with 
Special Needs Assistants who are funded by the Department of Education and Skills to support 
children with special educational needs in primary and post-primary school settings.

Within this context, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to 
the individual case she has raised.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them. 

14/02/2017WRN01400Mental Health Services Provision

14/02/2017WRN01500347. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which ad-
equate resources continue to be made available to children or their families at risk through 
self-harm; if any particular requirements remain to be met; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7446/17]

14/02/2017WRN01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The HSE 
Mental Health Division has a multifaceted response to people at risk of self-harm or who have 
had a self-harm episode including referral by GP to Community Mental Health Teams for the 
appropriate service; liaison psychiatry services onsite in Model 3 and 4 and acute hospitals; a 
comprehensive mental health on-call service in Emergency Departments in the acute hospitals 
for people presenting in crisis during the on-call period; self-harm clinical specialist nurses in 
a number of Emergency Departments; the Suicide Crisis Assessment Nurse (SCAN) Initiative 
by which GPs can refer directly to SCAN Nurses for assessment and advice on management of 
their patients who attend their surgeries with suicidal ideation.  In each of these settings, a com-
prehensive biopsychosocial assessment is carried out together with an assessment of mental 
state and a risk assessment for suicide.  On the basis of this, a care plan is drawn up and the next 
steps depend on the psychosocial stresses identified together with the presence or absence of a 
mental illness such as depression.  The progression of the development of a clinical programme 
for the assessment and management of self harm presentations in Emergency Departments is 
one of the HSE’s National Service Plan priorities for 2017.

Community Child & Adolescent Mental Health teams are the first line of specialist men-
tal health services for children and young people.  There are currently 67 Child and Adoles-
cent Community Mental Health Teams and 3 liaison services nationally.  The multidisciplinary 
team, under the clinical direction of a Consultant Child & Adolescent psychiatrist, includes 
junior medical staff, psychologists, social workers, nurses, speech & language therapist, oc-
cupational therapist and child care workers.  The assessment and intervention provided by such 
teams is determined by the severity and complexity of the presenting problem(s).  This range of 
disciplines and skills offer a care and treatment package geared to individual needs.  

The HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) helps to support a wide array of 
work in communities, in partnership with the voluntary sector, across the country that focus on 
promoting positive mental health and reducing suicide and self-harm by providing significant 
grant funding each year, as well as by assisting in coordinating and giving strategic direction to 
the work undertaken in this area.  NOSP supports a range of services for teenagers and young 
people including Pieta House, SpunOut.ie ReachOut.com/Inspire Ireland, BeLongTo.  The 24 
hour call services provided by the Samaritans and Childline are available to any young person 
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in distress and are also funded by the NOSP.  In addition, the NOSP also worked closely with 
the Department of Education and Skills in the development of Guidelines for Mental Health 
Promotion and Well-Being in Primary and Post Primary Schools.

14/02/2017WRN01700Hospital Staff

14/02/2017WRN01800348. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the under-staffing in Cork University Hospital, which is resulting in bed shortages and can-
cellations of elective surgeries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6654/17]

14/02/2017WRN01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular issue, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRN02000Primary Care Centres

14/02/2017WRN02100349. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 286 of 1 February 2017, in which he stated that his Department has not submitted any proj-
ects for consideration to the EFSI, the way it is the case that despite this, 14 primary care centre 
PPP projects are being financed with funding from the EIB under this programme; the way in 
which the funding for these projects will work; if any Government capital finance is involved in 
their construction; and if his Department has undertaken a comparison of the costs of the PPP 
method with costs of traditional direct build method. [6657/17]

14/02/2017WRN02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government decided in July 2012 to 
develop Primary Care Centres using the Public Private Partnership (PPP) delivery method.  All 
PPP projects involving the use of private finance must be referred to the National Develop-
ment Finance Agency (NDFA) to advise on the optimum means of financing public investment 
projects in order to achieve value for money and to provide advice in relation to all aspects of 
financing, refinancing and insurance, including risk analysis, of public investment projects.  
Therefore, the financing of the PPP project is managed by the NDFA on behalf of the Depart-
ment of Finance, who submitted an application to the European Investment Bank (EIB) for 
funding.  The NDFA worked with the HSE to complete the EIB’s due diligence process.

The PPP is funded through a combination of private equity, commercial debt and a €70m 
EIB loan taken out by the PPP company.  Therefore, no government capital funding is provided 
for the construction of the PPP project.

14/02/2017WRN02300Services for People with Disabilities

14/02/2017WRN02400350. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he or the HSE has received 
correspondence from an organisation (details supplied) regarding funding; if he will work with 
this organisation and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs to ensure that parenting 
programmes and summer groups receive additional funding needed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6660/17]

14/02/2017WRN02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
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which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRN02600Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRN02700351. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an operation in Tallaght Hospital. [6662/17]

14/02/2017WRN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRN02900HSE Expenditure

14/02/2017WRN03000352. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the rate per kilometre for 
taxi drivers who are paid by the HSE for east Cork and Cork city; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6664/17]

14/02/2017WRN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

14/02/2017WRN03200Occupational Therapy

14/02/2017WRN03300353. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no occupa-
tional therapist on a child development team (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6666/17]

14/02/2017WRN03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.
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14/02/2017WRN03500Hospitals Building Programme

14/02/2017WRN03600354. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding the building of a community hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6673/17]

14/02/2017WRN03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Capital 
Programme announced earlier this year provides for the replacement and refurbishment of 90 
public nursing homes across the country over the next five years.  Under this Programme it is 
proposed to deliver a new Community Nursing Unit in Killarney by 2021.  This will replace 
existing facilities where the physical environment requires significant improvement. 

Significant work has been undertaken by the HSE in determining the most appropriate 
scheduling of projects over the 5 year period from 2016 to 2021, within the phased provision 
of funding, to achieve compliance and registration with HIQA.  All healthcare infrastructure 
developments,  including this development, must comply with DPER guidelines and EU direc-
tives and will require a lead-in time to complete the various stages.  These stages include ap-
praisal, project brief, design feasibility, detailed design, some of which may overlap, the review 
of costing estimates and finalisation of financing. 

14/02/2017WRN03800Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

14/02/2017WRN03900355. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the current average waiting time 
in weeks for processing overseas registration applications by the Nursing and Midwifery Board 
of Ireland from the date initial correspondence was received; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6678/17]

14/02/2017WRN04000356. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of application packs 
issued by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to 
date in 2017; the number of these application packs that then progressed to review and assess-
ment stage; and the number that were ultimately registered successfully. [6679/17]

14/02/2017WRN04100358. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide figures for 
overseas registration applications to the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland which are 
currently awaiting processing. [6681/17]

14/02/2017WRN04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 355, 356 
and 358 together.

I wish to thank the Deputy for the matter raised.

Given that this is an operational matter, it is appropriate that it should be dealt with by the 
Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI).  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NMBI for attention and direct reply within 10 working days.

14/02/2017WRN04300Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

14/02/2017WRN04400357. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will consider a review of the 
overseas registration process by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, in view of recent 
media reports on lengthy delays and the current crisis in staffing recruitment here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6680/17]
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14/02/2017WRN04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by the  Nursing and Midwifery 
Board of Ireland (NMBI) that it is implementing a programme of process improvements to its 
management of the large volume of overseas applications for registration.  This aims to speed 
up the registration process to bring new nurses and midwives into the Irish health system as 
quickly as possible, without compromising registration standards.  In this regard, the NMBI 
note that 2016 was marked by a 313% increase in overseas applications when compared to 2014 
(from 1,045 to 4,323).

The process improvements arise from a full review of the then current processes within the 
Registration Directorate of the NMBI carried out by an external company appointed in July 
2016, following a tendering process.  A number of recommendations arising from this review 
have already been implemented.   

In addition, a full process review is underway of the qualification recognition function ne-
cessitated by Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications.  Guidance 
documents and application forms for both Directive and non-Directive applicants are also being 
revised to include automation of processes where feasible. 

The NMBI continues to engage with and update Stakeholders including the Department, 
HSE and Nursing Homes Ireland on these initiatives.  A meeting of stakeholders will be held in 
the coming weeks to discuss issues of mutual interest and to review ongoing registration issues.

  Question No. 358 answered with Question No. 355.

14/02/2017WRN04600Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRN04700359. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appointment 
for a person (details supplied) at University Hospital Waterford. [6685/17]

14/02/2017WRN04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRN04900Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRN05000360. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of surgery in respect 
of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6698/17]

14/02/2017WRN05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRN05200Services for People with Disabilities

14/02/2017WRN05300361. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 147 of 30 November 2016, the details of the HSE disbursement of the financial alloca-
tion by CHO between not-for-profit, for-profit and HSE-managed services. [6700/17]

14/02/2017WRN05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

I understand that the information requested by the Deputy was sent to him by the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) at the end of January 2016.

However, as the particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE, I have 
again referred the question to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRN05500Nursing Home Services

14/02/2017WRN05600362. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who trans-
ferred from HSE acute hospitals to private nursing homes under the transitional care initiative 
during 2016 and under the winter initiative 2016-17; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6703/17]

14/02/2017WRN05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/02/2017WRN05800Nursing Home Services

14/02/2017WRN05900363. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that nurs-
ing homes are providing specialised care on a 24/7 basis in dedicated health care settings that 
are equipped with specialist equipment and highly skilled staff; his further views on whether 
nursing home care and home care have very different care elements and simplistic comparisons 
comparing them as like for like are misrepresentative; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6704/17]

14/02/2017WRN06000364. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that the 
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23,000 plus persons funded by the nursing home support scheme have undertaken the com-
mon summary assessment report, as required for every applicant applying for the scheme, and 
by consequence have all been assessed by a multi-disciplinary team of health professionals as 
requiring nursing home care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6705/17]

14/02/2017WRN06100365. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that persons 
being transferred to nursing home care are presenting with increasingly complex and high de-
pendency care requirements (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6706/17]

14/02/2017WRN06200366. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on whether, for thou-
sands of older persons across the country with high dependency care requirements, nursing 
home care is best suited to meet their care needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6707/17]

14/02/2017WRN06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 363 to 366, inclusive, together.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in 
need of long-term nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according 
to their income and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to en-
sure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people 
are cared for in the most appropriate settings.  The applicant can choose any public, voluntary 
or approved private nursing home.  The home must have availability and be able to cater for the 
applicant’s particular needs.

It is the policy of Government to support older people to remain in their own homes and 
communities, and maintain their independence, for as long as possible.  However, there will al-
ways be a cohort of people for whom this is not an option, despite the level of support that might 
be provided to them in their homes, and so full-time nursing home care is indeed best suited to 
meet their care needs.  This is why the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is so important.  

The first step in the NHSS application process is a care needs assessment to identify whether 
or not the applicant needs long-term nursing home care.  This is carried out by appropriate 
health care professionals, appointed by the HSE, using the Common Summary Assessment 
Report (CSAR).  This assessment will include consideration of the following:

-  a person’s ability to carry out the activities of daily living;

-  the medical, health and personal social services being provided or available to the person 
both at the time of the carrying out of the assessment and generally;

-  the family and community support available;

-  the person’s wishes and preferences. 

On completion of the assessment, the healthcare professionals involved will summarise 
their findings in the CSAR and submit this to the Local Placement Forum (LPF).  The LPF will 
then consider the CSAR and make a determination as to whether the applicant requires care 
services, and also whether the applicant is likely to require care services for the remainder of 
their life.  This is a comprehensive process and has been put in place to ensure that there is no 
doubt surrounding whether a person has a requirement for long-term nursing home care or not.  
The LPF in all locations consists of a multidisciplinary team and in general is supported by a 
Consultant Geriatrician where they are available.  
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The comprehensive care needs assessment conducted as part of the NHSS application pro-
cess, together with the fact that older people are entering residential care facilities later in life, 
mean that those entering long-term residential care will have reasonably high levels of depen-
dency. 

All nursing homes - public, private and voluntary - are registered and inspected by the 
Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA), the independent authority established un-
der the Health Act 2007 to drive continuous improvement and to monitor safety in Ireland’s 
health and personal social care services.  This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehen-
sive framework, including the National Quality Standards for Residential Care Settings for 
Older People and the Health Act, 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres 
for Older People) Regulations, 2013.  The Regulations require that registered providers must 
ensure that the number and skill mix of staff is appropriate having regard to the assessed needs 
of the residents and the size and layout of the designated centre. 

Nursing homes provide an important resource in the range of care services available to older 
people in Ireland.  They play a vital role in ensuring that older people have access to the high 
quality of care and support they deserve at a vulnerable stage in their lives.  

Homecare is an increasingly important part of the supports that we offer to older people, 
and will continue to increase in importance into the future.  Services are provided on the basis 
of assessed health care need and there is no means testing.  However, home care services are 
not currently formally regulated.  It is my view, and that of the Government, that we need a 
stand-alone funding scheme designed for homecare that recognises its particular characteristics 
together with regulation of homecare services.  The development of a regulatory and funding 
model for homecare services is a complex undertaking involving very significant legislative, 
operational and financial resources.  The development of such a scheme is a priority for me, as 
Minister.

14/02/2017WRO00150Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRO00200367. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a per-
son (details supplied); and when the person can expect an appointment at Tallaght Hospital. 
[6711/17]

14/02/2017WRO00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

14/02/2017WRO00350Dental Services Provision

14/02/2017WRO00400368. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for braces in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [6721/17]

14/02/2017WRO00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRO00550Hospital Services

14/02/2017WRO00600369. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of orthopaedic services 
in Tullamore Regional Hospital; the reason only one of the orthopaedic wards on this site is 
currently operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6722/17]

14/02/2017WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRO00750Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRO00800370. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6723/17]

14/02/2017WRO00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRO00950Respite Care Services Availability

14/02/2017WRO01000371. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of respite beds and 
their location in County Wexford for persons with intellectual disabilities; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6728/17]

14/02/2017WRO01100372. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of long-term in-
stitutional beds and their locations in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [6729/17]

14/02/2017WRO01200373. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when funding will be provided 
to open a facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6731/17]

14/02/2017WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 371 to 373, inclusive, together.
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The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRO01350Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

14/02/2017WRO01400374. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a wheelchair will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied). [6741/17]

14/02/2017WRO01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRO01550Professional Qualifications

14/02/2017WRO01600375. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of an applica-
tion for the qualification as a diagnostic radiographer in respect of a person (details supplied). 
[6742/17]

14/02/2017WRO01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Recognition of professional qualifications 
for the purposes of registration as a radiographer is a matter for the Radiographers Registration 
Board.  I have forwarded your request to the board for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRO01750Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRO01800376. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an operation will be ar-
ranged as a matter of urgency for a person (details supplied). [6743/17]

14/02/2017WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRO01950Medical Card Eligibility

14/02/2017WRO02000377. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange a review of 
an application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied). [6745/17]

14/02/2017WRO02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

14/02/2017WRO02150Medical Card Eligibility

14/02/2017WRO02200378. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for the re-
newal of a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) will be expedited and approved. 
[6746/17]

14/02/2017WRO02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Ser-
vices scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as 
amended.  It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifi-
cally for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use 
for an earlier response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

14/02/2017WRO02350Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRO02400379. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a rescheduled appointment for surgery at St James’s Hospital following the cancel-
lation of an appointment on 31 January 2017 due to the ongoing trolley crisis. [6768/17]

14/02/2017WRO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

14/02/2017WRO02550Disability Services Provision

14/02/2017WRO02600380. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the status of the three year pilot 
project for a day care centre to address the complete lack of adequate ongoing therapy and so-
cial integration of the severe acquired brain injury, SABI, survivors and their families (details 
supplied).  [6770/17]

14/02/2017WRO02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Health 
Service Executive National Service Plan for 2017 includes a priority action to “establish an in-
novative pilot day service aimed at supporting people with severe acquired brain injury.”

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRO02750Home Help Service Provision

14/02/2017WRO02800381. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the options open to families for 
whom the HSE pays substantial amounts of money to a third party to assist in providing care 
for a person in their home but the organisation will not provide the cover at the times needed by 
the family; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6771/17]

14/02/2017WRO02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/02/2017WRO02950National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

14/02/2017WRO03000382. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he has requested that the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund, NTPF, be used for treating adolescents who have scolio-
sis, particularly those who now have other health side effects such as decreased lung capacity, 
psychological problems and chronic pain; if these persons can seek treatment abroad to prevent 
being on the long waiting lists for treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[6777/17]

14/02/2017WRO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  In 2016, I made over €11m of 2016 
Winter Initiative funding available to provide additional patient treatment in 2016.  Specifically 
€2m of the funding was made available for surgery for scoliosis patients.  The Children’s Hos-
pital Group has advised me that, in 2016 over fifty additional patients were treated under this 
initiative.

The HSE has committed to submit to me by 17 February Waiting List Action Plans for 2017 
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to ensure that no patient is waiting more than 15 months for an inpatient, daycase procedure or 
outpatient appointment by the end of October 2017. 

On 7 February a number of actions in relation to scoliosis were announced.  Additional 
theatre capacity will be provided for scoliosis procedures in Crumlin Children’s Hospital from 
April.  An orthopaedic post in Crumlin will be filled by June and an Action Plan for Scoliosis 
will be presented to me by the HSE by the end of February. 

The Directive on Patients’ Rights in Cross Border Healthcare provides rules for the reim-
bursements to patients’ of the cost of receiving treatment abroad, where the patient would be 
entitled to such treatment in their home Member State and supplements the rights that patients 
already have at EU level.  Public patients may access the healthcare they require in either the 
public or private healthcare system of the country abroad under CBD.  Access to healthcare 
abroad is based on patients following public patient pathways - i.e. patients must demonstrate 
they have followed the equivalent public patient pathways that a patient would follow if access-
ing public healthcare in Ireland.  Referral for care under the CBD may be made by a GP, a hos-
pital consultant and certain other HSE clinicians.  The CBD excludes certain health services, 
e.g. services of public health, long term care, organ transplantation, etc.  All persons on public 
waiting lists, other than for such exempt health services, are eligible for the Scheme.

14/02/2017WRO03150Hospital Appointments Delays

14/02/2017WRO03200383. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
gynaecological waiting lists in Cork University Maternity Hospital, CUMH; the way in which 
the consultants assess the clinical needs of public patients; the way in which they are prioritised 
for urgent treatment, particularly when the quality of their lives is seriously impacted upon; if 
public patients get priority for treatment in the CUMH when their clinical needs are assessed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6778/17]

14/02/2017WRO03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  In December, I granted approval to 
the NTPF for a €5m initiative focusing on daycase procedures which will aim to ensure that no 
patient is waiting more than 18 months for a daycase procedure, including in gynaecology, by 
30 June.  

I have asked the HSE to submit a Waiting List Action Plan for 2017 in respect of both the 
Inpatient/Daycase and the Outpatient Waiting Lists.  The focus of these plans will be to ensure 
that no patient is waiting more than 15 months by the end of October 2017.  As part of these 
plans the HSE has been asked to target specialties, services and hospitals with highest numbers 
of long waiters as well as improving in-sourcing in public sector, within and across Hospital 
Groups.  In addition, on 23 January, I wrote to the HSE requesting that, in developing these Ac-
tion Plans, a particular focus be given to reducing waiting times in gynaecology.

I am aware that there are difficulties in relation to waiting times for gynaecology services in 
Cork University Hospital.  On 12 January, I visited the hospital to meet with hospital manage-
ment, South/South West Hospital Group management and a number of consultant obstetricians/
gynaecologists, to learn at first-hand about these problems, which are in part due to staff re-
source challenges including those associated with recruiting Theatre Staff Nurses.  I have asked 
my officials to work closely with the HSE and the Hospital Group to ensure that the waiting list 
for gynaecology procedures is addressed as a priority.
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The hospital has advised that the provision of additional gynaecology operating capacity 
is a priority for the Executive Management Board, as is the optimisation of output from those 
theatres sessions already in place.  In that regard, the Board is working with the Gynaecology 
Department and the Hospital Group to maximise capacity in the theatre sessions already in 
place, recruit additional Theatre Staff Nurses to provide additional theatre time and to progress 
the introduction of pre-admission assessment for these patients to improve efficiencies and 
patient flow.

I would also like to draw the attention of the Deputy to the newly established National 
Women & Infants Health Programme (NWIHP).  The NWIHP will lead the management, or-
ganisation and delivery of maternity, gynaecological and neonatal services, ensure the consis-
tent delivery of high quality care in these services and oversee the development of maternity 
networks.  Governance arrangements for the networks will be agreed between the NWIHP and 
the hospital group CEOs.  It will facilitate greater oversight and support for service providers.

I am hopeful that the new maternity network which is currently being established in the 
South/South West Hospital Group (SSWHG) will ensure better coordination and utilisation 
of maternity and gynaecological resources across the group.  In that regard, I am pleased to 
note the very recent appointment of Professor John Higgins as Clinical Director Women and 
Children Services for the SSWHG.  I am advised that Prof. Higgins will assume clinical and 
executive responsibility for maternity services in the Group’s four maternity hospitals viz Cork 
University Maternity Hospital, University Hospital Kerry, University Hospital Waterford and 
South Tipperary General Hospital on the 28 of February next.

I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly on the specific questions raised concerning the 
assessment of patients on the Cork University Hospital gynaecology waiting lists.

14/02/2017WRO03350Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRO03400384. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will secure an appointment in Beaumont Hospital for lumbar epidural injections; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6787/17]

14/02/2017WRO03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRO03550Hospital Staff Data



14 February 2017

363

14/02/2017WRO03600385. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the number of advanced 
excision surgeons there are here who can carry out surgery on a person with stage 4 endome-
triosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6788/17]

14/02/2017WRO03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRO03750Patient Data

14/02/2017WRO03800386. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the support and care 
plans that are in place for patients with endometriosis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6789/17]

14/02/2017WRO03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy. 

14/02/2017WRO03950Disease Awareness

14/02/2017WRO04000387. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that 
there is an investment in highlighting and informing the public about the dangers of endome-
triosis which is a particular issue with regard to women’s health. [6790/17]

14/02/2017WRO04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The website of the national Health Service 
Executive (HSE) contains specific information on endometriosis for the purposes of promoting 
education and awareness of the condition.  I have therefore arranged for the Deputy’s question 
to be referred to the Executive for a direct and more detailed reply to be provided to the Deputy 
on the matter.

  Question No. 388 withdrawn.

14/02/2017WRO04250Nursing Education

14/02/2017WRO04300389. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health his views on whether there is a 
need for accelerated nursing degrees similar to those available in the UK in order to address the 
shortage of applicants for nursing positions in the HSE and to attract mature students into the 
profession; if he has raised with the Department of Education and Skills the need for such de-
grees to be approved by the HEA and introduced in third level institutions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6793/17]

14/02/2017WRO04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I would like to advise the Deputy that the 
2016 Report of the Monitoring Group - Implementation of the Recommendations of the Report 
of the Review of Undergraduate Nursing and Midwifery Degree Programmes made a number 
of recommendations.  One of these recommendations proposed that graduate entry programmes 
be developed for those who have already attained degree level education in a relevant area.  
Subsequently, the HSE have commissioned a scoping exercise on the feasibility of developing 
a Mental Health Nursing Graduate Entry Programme.  The report on the feasibility study is due 
at the end of March 2017.  Subject to the outcome of this report, liaison will be undertaken with 
the Minister for Education and Skills and the Education sector.
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14/02/2017WRO04450Nursing Staff

14/02/2017WRO04500390. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing posts 
that were submitted for approval and advertised by the HSE for nursing vacancies in the Cot-
tage Hospital, Drogheda, since October 2016; the number that have been approved; and the 
number of those nursing posts that have been filled. [6795/17]

14/02/2017WRO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

14/02/2017WRO04650Hospital Beds Data

14/02/2017WRO04700391. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of step down and 
transitional care beds that are provided in the Cottage Hospital in Drogheda; the number of 
those beds that are occupied; the number that have been vacant since October 2016; and the 
status of these beds from October 2016 to date in February 2017. [6796/17]

14/02/2017WRO04800392. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of long-term care 
beds available in public hospitals in each area in County Louth in 2008 and in 2017.  [6797/17]

14/02/2017WRO04900393. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the percentage of occupancy 
of the Cottage Hospital, Drogheda, since it became strictly transitional care. [6798/17]

14/02/2017WRO05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 391 to 393, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

14/02/2017WRP00200Hospital Equipment

14/02/2017WRP00300394. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if funding allocated for an MRI 
scanner in a hospital (details supplied) is to replace an existing MRI scanner. [6806/17]

14/02/2017WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The proposed funding is for a replacement 
MRI scanner at the Midlands Regional Hospital, Tullamore.

14/02/2017WRP00500Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRP00600395. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a 
person (details supplied) who has been referred to Tallaght Hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6811/17]

14/02/2017WRP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
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warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRP00800Medical Card Administration

14/02/2017WRP00900396. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will review procedures 
in his Department regarding medical card applicants (details supplied); and if his attention has 
been drawn to the current situation it is causing for many persons. [6826/17]

14/02/2017WRP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

14/02/2017WRP01100Medicinal Products Reimbursement

14/02/2017WRP01200397. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when the HSE will consider 
including a new blood glucose monitoring system using skin sensors; the status of the review 
of the formal application to add the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring system to the 
reimbursement list; if he has a timeframe for its consideration in compliance with the Health 
(Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [6828/17]

14/02/2017WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRP01400Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRP01500398. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason planned surgery at 
Our Lady’s Hospital, Crumlin, was cancelled on two separate occasions for a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; when this surgery is expected to take place; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6839/17]

14/02/2017WRP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
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to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRP01700Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRP01800399. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will have an appointment to assess their deteriorating condition and determine treatment going 
forward; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6840/17]

14/02/2017WRP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

14/02/2017WRP02000Maternity Services Provision

14/02/2017WRP02100400. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to make non-invasive pre-
natal testing available through the public health system; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6843/17]

14/02/2017WRP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular issue, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRP02300Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRP02400401. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
who is on a waiting list will have a video EEG; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6847/17]

14/02/2017WRP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 
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14/02/2017WRP02600Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRP02700402. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive a date for an appointment at Letterkenny University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6854/17]

14/02/2017WRP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRP02900Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRP03000403. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the total figure that has 
been ring-fenced to tackle waiting lists in Galway University Hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6856/17]

14/02/2017WRP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2000 daycases will be managed through this 
process and outsourcing of treatment will commence shortly.  

The HSE has committed to submit to me by 17 February Waiting List Action Plans for 2017 
to ensure that no patient is waiting more than 15 months for an inpatient, daycase procedure or 
outpatient appointment by the end of October 2017.  These Plans will utilise both the capacity 
within the private hospital system through outsourcing, whilst maximising existing capacity 
in our public hospital system through insourcing within hospital groups.  The Plans are being 
developed in conjunction with, and supported by, the NTPF’s proposal for utilisation of the re-
maining €10m of 2017 funding for patient treatment, which I expect to receive by 24 February. 

Initiatives organised by the NTPF and HSE will target the longest waiting patients and as 
such will include patients waiting for treatment in Galway University Hospital.

14/02/2017WRP03200Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRP03300404. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health when a cataract operation will be 
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carried out for a person (details supplied) in University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6859/17]

14/02/2017WRP03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRP03500Hospital Services

14/02/2017WRP03600405. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health the reason funding has not been 
provided for the endoscopy unit, new physical medicine, physical therapy, oncology services 
and day procedure departments at Naas General Hospital; when funding will be provided; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6862/17]

14/02/2017WRP03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Funding for the endoscopy unit, new physi-
cal medicine, physical therapy, oncology services and day procedure departments at Naas Gen-
eral Hospital will be considered in the context of the future capital envelope for the health ser-
vice and the overall priorities for future service development in the Dublin Midlands Hospital 
Group.  It is proposed that there will be a mid-term review of the State’s capital envelope, which 
will assess progress, review emerging pressures and demands.  It is expected that this mid-term 
review will be completed in 2017. 

14/02/2017WRP03800Disabilities Assessments

14/02/2017WRP03900406. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be granted a date for an assessment of needs to be carried out. [6865/17]

14/02/2017WRP04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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14/02/2017WRP04100Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRP04200407. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the actions his Department is taking 
to strengthen against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was temporarily down for several 
hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6883/17]

14/02/2017WRP04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department takes Information Security 
(IS) issues very seriously and has a comprehensive set of  IS policies, procedures and controls 
in place to safeguard and strengthen its ICT systems against cyber attacks.  Security reviews 
are carried out on a regular basis.  Responsibility for this area is assigned to an IS manager and 
my Department also uses the services of an external IS service provider to deliver expert advice 
and recommendations.

Assistance, support and cyber crime intelligence is also received through regular contact 
with the Computer Emergency Incident Response Team - Ireland (CSIRT) which is a unit in the 
National Cyber Security Centre, hosted by the Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment.

14/02/2017WRP04400Maternity Services

14/02/2017WRP04500408. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 509 of 12 July 2016 (details supplied), the details of each of the recommenda-
tions, in tabular form; if same have been implemented in full; if not the reason; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6892/17]

14/02/2017WRP04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly.  However, all recommendations are being acted upon and 
implementation is well underway. 

I would also like to assure the House that the safety and quality of maternity services is a 
priority for this Government.  The Galway Report also recommended that the Department of 
Health develop and implement a National Maternity Services Strategy.  The publication of Ire-
land’s first National Maternity Strategy just over a year ago demonstrates a new and enhanced 
focus on maternity care at both policy and service delivery level.  It provides a roadmap for how 
we can improve maternity and neonatal care in the years ahead in order to promote and assure 
safe, standardised and high quality care.

The National Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC) has endorsed and published a num-
ber of Clinical Guidelines for the health system, arising from the Galway Report, including a 
Maternity Early Warning System Guideline (2014), Maternity  Clinical Handover Guideline 
and a Sepsis Guideline (2014).  In addition the NCEC has commenced the development of a 
National Clinical Guideline for Intrapartum Care as recommended by the Maternity Strategy.  
This Guideline is being chaired by Professor Michael Turner.  Monitoring of implementation of 
the Guidelines is a continuing process by the HSE.

I might add that since December 2015, each maternity hospital, including the National Ma-
ternity Hospital, is publishing a monthly Maternity Patient Safety Statement.

14/02/2017WRP04700Hospital Procedures

14/02/2017WRP04800409. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the reason there have been no 
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orthopaedic surgeries carried out in the Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore, since before 
December 2016 [6893/17]

14/02/2017WRP04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRP05000Medical Card Administration

14/02/2017WRP05100410. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an MRI scan is covered 
by the medical card scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6897/17]

14/02/2017WRP05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2017WRP05300Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRP05400411. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on the 
waiting list for knee and hip operations at University Hospital Waterford in each of the years 
2012 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6907/17]

14/02/2017WRP05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular issue, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRP05600Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRP05700412. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of patients awaiting 
follow-up appointments for knee and hip operations at University Hospital Waterford in each 
of the years 2012 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6908/17]

14/02/2017WRP05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRP05900Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRP06000413. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [6909/17]

14/02/2017WRP06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.  

14/02/2017WRP06200Food Safety Standards Regulation

14/02/2017WRP06300414. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of times the European 
Union’s rapid alert system for food and feed has received a notification from Ireland from 2010 
to 2016 per annum, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6915/17]

14/02/2017WRP06400415. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the communications he has had 
with his UK counterpart with regard to the UK’s continued participation in the European Union’s 
rapid alert system for food and feed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6916/17]

14/02/2017WRP06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 414 and 
415 together.

The legal basis of the EU’s Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) is Article 50 
of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, which establishes the RASFF as a network involving the 
Member States, European Commission (which manages the system) and European Food Safety 
Authority.  Switzerland and the EEA countries, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway are also 
members of the RASFF.  Whenever a member of the network has any information relating to 
the existence of a serious direct or indirect risk to human health deriving from food or feed, the 
information must be notified to the Commission.  The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) 
is the national contact point for the RASFF.

I have not had specific contact with my UK counterpart about the UK’s continued participa-
tion in the RASFF post Brexit.  Work is ongoing to deepen analysis of the potential implica-
tions of Brexit.  However, this is challenging as it is not yet known what new arrangements may 
emerge as regards the UK’s future relationship with the EU.  It is also important to state that 
until the UK formally withdraws from the European Union, it remains a full member, with all 
of its existing rights and obligations.    

The FSAI has advised that between 2010 and 2016, the number of original notifications to 
the system was more than 3,000 per year, of which Ireland contributed 31-57 per year (see an-
nual data in following table).  Many of the notifications from Ireland concern foods which did 
not originate in Ireland, while the number of notifications concerning foods which originated in 
Ireland is very small – less than 1%.

RASFF Notifications 2010-2016
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Original 
Notifica-
tions sub-
mitted by 
Ireland

33 49 53 42 42 57 31
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RASFF Notifications 2010-2016
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Notifi-
cations 
concern-
ing foods 
distrib-
uted to 
Ireland

65 83 82 88 117 120 106

Notifi-
cations 
about 
foods 
originat-
ing from 
Ireland

25 12 19 29 24 17 16

Total 
Original 
Notifi-
cations 
issued 
by the 
European 
Commis-
sion

3,349 3,718 3,441 3,168 3,128  3,005 2,944

14/02/2017WRP06600HSE Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRP06700416. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he is considering any 
sanctions to higher tier management structures in the HSE and hospitals for mismanagement of 
waiting lists, for failure to reduce waiting lists and for failure to improve patient outcomes; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6925/17]

14/02/2017WRP06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s Performance and Accountabil-
ity Framework sets out how the HSE including the National Divisions, Hospital Groups and 
individual managers will be held to account for their performance.  It makes explicit the re-
sponsibilities of health service managers in relation to the four domains of performance which 
are Access to services, the Quality and Safety of those services, doing this within the Financial 
Resources available and by effectively harnessing the efforts of the Workforce. 

My Department oversees and monitors the HSE’s implementation of its Performance Ac-
countability Framework and monitors implementation of the HSE corporate plan and annual 
National Service Plans.

I and my Department continues to meet with senior officials from the HSE on a weekly basis 
to monitor performance in relation to waiting lists.

14/02/2017WRQ00200Hospital Staff Data

14/02/2017WRQ00300417. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the ratio of managers to 
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consultants and managers to nursing staff in each acute hospital; if efficiencies can be made at 
administrative management level, especially in hospitals with longer than six month waiting 
lists for procedures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6926/17]

14/02/2017WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRQ00500Health Services

14/02/2017WRQ00600418. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the consultative process 
that exists within his Department to receive input, feedback, complaints and suggested solu-
tions from health care staff on the improvement and management of health care services; if he 
will consider creating such a process to ensure that front-line staff can also give honest critique 
of the way a hospital is managed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6927/17]

14/02/2017WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am absolutely convinced of the value of 
hearing from frontline staff and greatly appreciate their views as I visit hospitals around the 
country.  I am very open to considering new ideas and new ways of facilitating the input of 
frontline staff.

The Health Service Executive has developed its People Strategy 2015 – 2018 which is un-
derpinned by a commitment to engage, develop, value and support its workforce.  This includes 
a range of initiatives extending to the entire health sector workforce and managers at all levels.  
Since the Deputy’s question relates to receiving input, feedback, complaints and solutions from 
healthcare staff on the improvement and management of healthcare services I have referred this 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  

14/02/2017WRQ00800Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRQ00900419. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if his Department and 
the HSE have estimated the cost of reducing hospital waiting lists below nine weeks; if he has 
requested that a review of waiting lists be conducted to ensure that the correct dates are entered 
into the systems; his views on the need for a mother to access information through freedom of 
information and advocate on her child’s behalf for spinal surgery; the protections and advocacy 
available to those persons who may not be able to access such information on their own files 
with hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6928/17]

14/02/2017WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2000 daycases will be managed through this 
process and outsourcing of treatment will commence shortly.  

The HSE has committed to submit to me by 17 February Waiting List Action Plans for 2017 
to ensure that no patient is waiting more than 15 months for an inpatient, daycase procedure or 
outpatient appointment by the end of October 2017.  The Plans are being developed in conjunc-
tion with, and supported by, the NTPF’s proposal for utilisation of the remaining €10m of 2017 
funding for patient treatment, which I expect to receive by 24 February.
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My Department commissioned the NTPF to lead the development of a new National In-
patient/Daycase Planned Procedure Waiting List Management Protocol.  This Protocol will 
provide guidance to hospitals and hospital group to ensure there is consistent and standardised 
approach to management.

The role of the Scheduled Care National Audit and Quality Assurance Programme within 
the NTPF is to ensure that hospitals are returning complete, accurate and validated patient in-
formation.

In line with the Health Act 2004 the HSE has implemented a complaints management sys-
tem with designated Complaints Officers and Review Officers and procedures for the manage-
ment of complaints.

14/02/2017WRQ01100Hospital Beds Data

14/02/2017WRQ01200420. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of acute hos-
pital beds in hospitals in 1987, 1997, 2007 and 2017; the number of consultants or specialist 
doctors per capita in 1987, 1997, 2007 and 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[6929/17]

14/02/2017WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRQ01400Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRQ01500421. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his views on a programme 
(details supplied), which showed a number of children in severe pain due to waiting lists for 
surgeries; the immediate action he is going to take to address waiting lists; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6930/17]

14/02/2017WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The personal stories of people waiting for 
treatment included in the RTE programme ‘Living on the List’ are deeply moving and the ex-
periences they describe are absolutely inexcusable.

Reducing waiting times for the longest waiting patients is one of this Government’s key 
priorities.  In 2016, I made over €11m of 2016 Winter Initiative funding available to provide 
additional patient treatment in 2016.  Specifically, €2m of the funding was made available for 
surgery for scoliosis patients.  The Children’s Hospital Group has advised me that, in 2016, over 
fifty additional patients were treated under this initiative.

The HSE has committed to submit to me by 17 February, Waiting List Action Plans for 2017 
to ensure that no patient is waiting more than 15 months for an inpatient, daycase procedure or 
outpatient appointment by the end of October 2017.

On 7th February a number of actions in relation to scoliosis were announced.  Additional 
theatre capacity will be provided for scoliosis procedures in Crumlin Children’s Hospital from 
April.  An orthopaedic post in Crumlin will be filled by June and an Action Plan for Scoliosis 
will be presented to me by the HSE by the end of February.

14/02/2017WRQ01700Hospital Waiting Lists
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14/02/2017WRQ01800422. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
here with scoliosis who have been waiting for surgery for between three months and six months, 
six months and nine months, nine months and 12 months, 12 months and 18 months and more 
than 18 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6932/17]

14/02/2017WRQ01900423. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of surgeries 
for scoliosis taking place each week in hospitals around the country in 2016 and to date in 2017 
indicating the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6933/17]

14/02/2017WRQ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 422 and 
423 together.

Long waiting times for scoliosis surgery have to be addressed, and the Department has 
been working closely with the HSE to address services pressures, particularly in Our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital Crumlin, which is the largest provider of scoliosis surgery for children and 
young people.   

Additional funding has been provided in recent years to develop the paediatric orthopaedic 
services, including scoliosis services.  €2m was made available under the Winter Initiative 
Funding in 2016 and over fifty additional patients have been treated to date under this initiative.  
As a result of investment, we made some progress but there is much more to do to provide the 
level service that is needed.  

I recently met with the CEO of the Children’s Hospital Group and of Our Lady’s Children’s 
Hospital Crumlin (OLCHC) to discuss immediate action that can be taken to reduce waiting 
times for children and adolescents with scoliosis.  

While the new theatre in OLCHC was commissioned in 2016, it is only now being used for 
scoliosis surgery due to challenges with recruiting nurses.  The hospital has undertaken an ag-
gressive recruitment drive to attract new theatre nurses with the necessary paediatric training.  
As a result four new nurses will be in place by April.  A further 16 international nurses have 
been offered posts, and have commenced the registration process.  The recruitment of these 
nurses means that the new theatre will be used to provide the additional capacity for scoliosis 
procedures in OLCHC from April.  This will allow an additional day of procedures to be car-
ried out in the medium term.  I am advised by OLCHC that an orthopaedic surgeon post in the 
hospital will also be filled by June.  This means that from July, the hospital expects that the 
theatre use will be further increased.  In addition I will receive an Action Plan for Scoliosis from 
the HSE by the end of February which will take on board the concerns of the advocacy groups.

In relation to the specific issue raised by the Deputy regarding the waiting list and waiting 
times for children for scoliosis surgery and activity levels in hospital across the country, as this 
is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRQ02100Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRQ02200424. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
assessment his Department is making of the use of resources by the HSE; the areas that are cre-
ating waiting lists of over six months for surgery; the steps he is taking along with the director 
general of the HSE to immediately remedy and reduce these waiting lists; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6934/17]

14/02/2017WRQ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department oversees and monitors the 
HSE’s implementation of its Performance Accountability Framework and monitors implemen-
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tation of the HSE corporate plan and annual National Service Plans.

Reducing waiting times for the longest waiting patients is one of this Government’s key 
priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated €20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million 
in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  In excess of 2000 daycases will be managed through this 
process and outsourcing of treatment will commence shortly.  

The HSE has committed to submit to me by 17 February Waiting List Action Plans for 2017 
to ensure that no patient is waiting more than 15 months for an inpatient, daycase procedure or 
outpatient appointment by the end of October 2017.  The Plans are being developed in conjunc-
tion with, and supported by, the NTPF’s proposal for utilisation of the remaining €10m of 2017 
funding for patient treatment, which I expect to receive by 24 February.

The NTPF publishes waiting list data by speciality, hospital and hospital group each month.  
This data can be viewed on its website at NTPF.ie. 

14/02/2017WRQ02400National Treatment Purchase Fund

14/02/2017WRQ02500425. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of running 
the national treatment purchase fund, NTPF; the outcomes of the NTPF; the way in which it is 
meeting its aim of supporting performance improvement to treat patients faster; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6935/17]

14/02/2017WRQ02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The NTPF was established on a statutory 
basis in 2004.  Since its establishment, the NTPF has carried out a range of functions including: 
arranging the provision of hospital treatment; maintaining and validating waiting list data; and 
making arrangements in relation to the price for long-term residential care services under the 
Nursing Homes Support Scheme.  

Since 2012, the NTPF’s role has focussed on: the maintenance, audit and quality assurance 
of waiting lists; pricing under the Nursing Home Support Scheme; and supporting the HSE in 
the delivery of a number of waiting list initiatives.  During this time, the NTPF has also directly 
delivered a number of smaller waiting list initiatives such as the Endoscopy Initiative in 2016.  
Its annual budget allocation has been aligned with these functions, for 2016 this budget was 
€5m.

Reducing waiting times for the longest waiting patients is one of this Government’s key 
priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated €20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million 
in 2018.  

Embedded in all NTPF Initiatives are procedures to report on the type, nature and cost 
of treatments commissioned, including controls to ensure quality patient treatment, value for 
money and efficient processes.  My Department will also implement a robust monitoring frame-
work in this regard.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure by 30 June 2017.  Over 2,000 daycases will be managed through this process 
and outsourcing of treatment will commence shortly.  
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In addition to this daycase initiative, the NTPF will be working closely with my Department 
and the HSE to agree an approach to the remaining 2017 allocation as well as planning the ap-
proach for the significant increase in the allocation to address long waiting in 2018.

14/02/2017WRQ02700National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

14/02/2017WRQ02800426. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
on the National Treatment Purchase Fund, NTPF, pre-admit procedures list for between three 
months and six months, six months and nine months, nine months and 12 months, 12 months 
and 18 months and more than 18 months indicating the procedures where possible; the number 
of these that are classified as urgent; to report on the number of persons on the NTPF pre-
planned procedures list for between three months and six months, six months and nine months, 
nine months and 12 months, 12 months and 18 months and more than 18 months indicating the 
procedures; the number of these that are classified as urgent; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6936/17]

14/02/2017WRQ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, I 
have asked the NTPF to provide the information sought by the Deputy and I will forward this 
information to him as soon as it is available.

14/02/2017WRQ03000Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

14/02/2017WRQ03100427. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a specialised 
wheelchair to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6943/17]

14/02/2017WRQ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRQ03300Respite Care Services Provision

14/02/2017WRQ03400428. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when previously available 
respite services will be restored in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6944/17]

14/02/2017WRQ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have referred the question to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

14/02/2017WRQ03600Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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14/02/2017WRQ03700429. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing for orthopaedic shoes by county; and the waiting time for these shoes by county. [6951/17]

14/02/2017WRQ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRQ03900National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

14/02/2017WRQ04000430. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
currently on pre-planned and pre-admit waiting lists for Galway University Hospital; the num-
ber currently on waiting lists published by the NTPF (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6952/17]

14/02/2017WRQ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The NTPF publishes waiting list data by 
speciality, hospital and hospital group each month.  This data can be viewed on its website at 
NTPF.ie. 

With regard to the information about preplanned and preadmit lists for Galway University 
Hospital, I have asked the NTPF to provide the information sought by the Deputy and I will 
forward this information to her as soon as it is available.

14/02/2017WRQ04200Medicinal Products Availability

14/02/2017WRQ04300431. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health if a drug can be supplied to a per-
son (details supplied) as recommended by a consultant neurologist at Cork University Hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6953/17]

14/02/2017WRQ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRQ04500General Practitioner Services Provision

14/02/2017WRQ04600432. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to assist parents who are 
unable to access the free general practitioner scheme for children under six years due to lack of 
availability in certain areas; and if he will use child benefit data to anticipate the areas in which 
there is a need. [6954/17]

14/02/2017WRQ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The introduction of GP care without fees to 
children under 6 represents a major step forward in improving access, quality and affordability 
of health care in Ireland.  The under-6s GP service contract, which includes age-based preven-
tive checks focused on health and well-being and a cycle of care for children with asthma, un-
derlines the Government’s commitment to enhancing primary care and keeping people well in 
their own community.  To date, approximately 94% of GMS GPs have entered into agreements 
with the HSE for the provision of services to children under 6 and almost 364,000 children un-
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der 6 have access to GP care without fees through a medical card or GP visit card.

Nationally the HSE has recently written to those GMS GPs who have not yet signed up to 
the under-6 contract, and provided them with a copy of the contract and the Form of Agreement 
for their consideration.  I would hope that those GPs who have not yet signed up to offer this im-
proved and expanded primary care service will do so and so ensure that all children aged under 
6 are easily able to access general practitioner services without their parent or guardian having 
to pay a fee.  Where a GMS patient experiences difficulty in finding a GP to accept him/her as 
a patient, and has unsuccessfully applied to at least three GPs in the area who are contracted to 
provide services under the GMS, then the HSE will assign that person to a GP’s GMS patient 
list.

In relation to the difficulties described by the Deputy in particular areas, I have asked the 
HSE to examine this issue and to reply directly to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRQ04800Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRQ04900433. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if emergency surgery will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6957/17]

14/02/2017WRQ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRQ05100Ambulance Service Provision

14/02/2017WRQ05200434. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the continuing 
operation of an ambulance service based in Midleton, County Cork, and increase its hours of 
operation from the current 12 hours, in view of the heavy demand on this service relative to 
neighbouring areas which retain a similar service. [6961/17]

14/02/2017WRQ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you.

14/02/2017WRQ05400Ambulance Service Data

14/02/2017WRQ05500435. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance call-outs 
for services in each area of Cork, particularly Midleton and Youghal, for 2015 and 2016, in 
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tabular form. [6962/17]

14/02/2017WRQ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you.

14/02/2017WRQ05700Meals-on-Wheels Services

14/02/2017WRQ05800436. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department 
spent on grant aid to the meals on wheels project in 2016; and the projected amount of spend 
for 2017, by county. [6968/17]

14/02/2017WRQ05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/02/2017WRQ06000Ambulance Service

14/02/2017WRQ06100437. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health if a report into the HSE’s ambu-
lance service handling of a 999 call on 28 October 2010 (details supplied) has been completed 
following a full review; if the document can be made available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6972/17]

14/02/2017WRQ06200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): At the outset I would like to offer my sincer-
est condolences to the family involved in this case. 

The Deputy will be aware that it would be inappropriate for me to comment other than to 
acknowledge with regret the distress and upset the family have experienced throughout this 
difficult time.  With regard to the specific information sought by the Deputy, as this is a service 
matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRQ06300Dental Services Provision

14/02/2017WRQ06400438. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
primary school dental services by Health Service Executive region, with particular reference to 
the waiting times and availability of dentists visiting primary schools, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6978/17]

14/02/2017WRQ06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRQ06600Dental Services Provision

14/02/2017WRQ06700439. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason dental services in 
Dublin West continue to be restricted; the reason dentists have not been replaced who have 
resigned or are on maternity leave; if he will replace them; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6979/17]

14/02/2017WRQ06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.



14 February 2017

381

14/02/2017WRQ06900Dental Services Provision

14/02/2017WRQ07000440. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
primary school dental services in Dublin West, with particular reference to the waiting times 
and availability of dentists visiting primary schools, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6980/17]

14/02/2017WRQ07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRQ07200Narcolepsy Issues

14/02/2017WRQ07300441. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the status of the plan to fund the 
establishment of a national service for narcolepsy in St. James’s Hospital; if he will expedite 
this plan to avoid further delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6993/17]

14/02/2017WRQ07400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Work is underway on the proposed Centre 
of Excellence for Narcolepsy based in St James’s Hospital which will cater for all people di-
agnosed with narcolepsy, including those diagnosed with narcolepsy after receiving pandemic 
influenza vaccine.  The HSE has indicated that a business case, including a funding requirement 
of €1.6 million, was submitted as part of the estimates process.  In relation to allocation of re-
sources by the HSE, I have asked the Executive to reply directly to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRR00100Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRR00200442. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the immediate efforts that he 
will take to address the four plus years waiting time for a urology appointment in University 
Hospital Waterford; when the two additional consultant urologists will be appointed; the op-
tions available to patients waiting four plus years for urgent appointments; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6999/17]

14/02/2017WRR00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular issue, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Services for People with Disabilities

14/02/2017WRR00400443. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has been left for four years without clinical supports, which is holding back their educa-
tional development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7001/17]

14/02/2017WRR00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 
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Hospitals Data

14/02/2017WRR00600444. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of all public 
hospitals here; if he will identify which of these public hospitals is or is not resourced with one 
or more occupied whole-time equivalent clinical nurse specialist role., that is, specific to the 
HSE’s outpatient parenteral antimicrobial therapy (OPAT) programme; the number of persons 
that were IV antibiotic inpatients in 2016; the number of hospital bed days that this inpatient 
group of patients accounted for in 2016 for each hospital; the number of persons that were 
community based IV antibiotic patients via the OPAT programme; the number of hospital bed 
days that this group of patients accounted for in 2016 for each hospital, in tabular form, in each 
instance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7004/17]

14/02/2017WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRR00800445. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the status of an occupational therapy 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7006/17]

14/02/2017WRR00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Speech and Language Therapy Provision

14/02/2017WRR01000446. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the wait-
ing list for speech and language therapy, physiotherapy and occupational therapy in Dublin 
north west; the length of time the children have been waiting; if measures will be taken to deal 
with the waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7007/17]

14/02/2017WRR01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Medical Card Reviews

14/02/2017WRR01200447. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE is withdraw-
ing medical cards, as happened in the case of a person (detailed supplied); his plans to instruct 
the HSE to inform itself of this matter in order not to cause unnecessary stress to elderly per-
sons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7008/17]

14/02/2017WRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
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Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Ser-
vices scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as 
amended.  It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifi-
cally for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use 
for an earlier response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

Mental Health Services Provision

14/02/2017WRR01400448. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of the ongoing 
provision of the Alzheimer’s centre in west Sligo which is run with the assistance of the HSE to 
the benefit of the entire community in west Sligo; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
this service, which has been operational in the community for the past four years, is now due to 
close on 24 February 2017; his plans to ensure this service is retained in the community; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7011/17]

14/02/2017WRR01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Staff Recruitment

14/02/2017WRR01600449. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of additional 
clinical nurse specialist posts in diabetes care for adults approved for recruitment at Beaumont 
Hospital; if those posts have yet to be advertised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7065/17]

14/02/2017WRR01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospital Staff Recruitment

14/02/2017WRR01800450. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will allocate funding 
for the recruitment of two full-time consultant geneticists for the HSE National Rare Disease 
Office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7066/17]

14/02/2017WRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.  

Hospital Beds Data

14/02/2017WRR02000451. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the acute hospital bed numbers in 
the health service, broken down by inpatient and day patient beds, area and employer over the 
past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7068/17]

14/02/2017WRR02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospital Staff Data
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14/02/2017WRR02200452. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels in the health 
service, broken down by area and employing agency, both public and private, over the past ten 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7069/17]

14/02/2017WRR02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that the Deputy is referring to 
staffing levels in the HSE and the private sector.  I have therefore asked the HSE to respond 
to the Deputy directly on the matter.  My Department does not have access to information on 
staffing levels in the private health service. 

Ambulance Service

14/02/2017WRR02400453. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the ambulance response times for 
emergency call outs, by area, for the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7070/17]

14/02/2017WRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you.

Departmental Agencies Data

14/02/2017WRR02600454. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the membership of four committees 
(details supplied) and the community representative members on each. [7073/17]

14/02/2017WRR02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The member-
ship of the four committees requested are set out in the tables.

Oversight Forum on Drugs

Sector Body Number of Reps
Statutory Sector Department of Health 1
Statutory Sector An Garda Siochána 1
Statutory Sector Revenue & Customs 1
Statutory Sector The National Drug Rehabili-

tation Committee (NDRIC)
1

Statutory Sector Department of Children & 
Youth Affairs

1

Statutory Sector Department of Education & 
Skills

1

Statutory Sector Department of Housing, 
Planning, Community And 
Local Government

1

Statutory Sector Department of Justice & 
Equality

1

Statutory Sector Department of Social Pro-
tection

1

Statutory Sector Health Service Executive 1
Statutory Sector Irish Prison Service 1
Statutory Sector Dept. Foreign Affairs and 

Trade
1
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Sector Body Number of Reps
Statutory Sector TUSLA 1
Statutory Sector National Advisory Commit-

tee on Drugs and Alcohol
1

Cross-sector Task Force 
network

Local Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Chairs Network

1

Cross-sector Task Force 
network

Regional Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Chairs Network

1

Voluntary Sector Voluntary Sector - represent-
ed by the Voluntary Drug 
Treatment Network

1

Community Sector Citywide Drugs Crisis Cam-
paign

1

 Total  18
National Advisory Committee on Drugs and Alcohol

Sector Body Number of Reps
Chair Chair 1
Statutory Sector Department of Health 2
Statutory Sector Health Service Executive 1
Statutory Sector Department of Children and 

Youth Affairs
1

Statutory Sector Department of Education 
and Skills

1

Statutory Sector Department of Justice & 
Equality

1

Statutory Sector An Garda Síochána 1
Statutory Sector Health Research Board 1
Community Sector Community Sector Rep 2
Voluntary Sector Voluntary Sector 2
Cross-sector Task Force 
network

Local Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Chairs Network

1

Cross-sector Task Force 
network

Regional Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Chairs Network

1

 Addiction Counselors 1
 NACDA committee consider 

and suggest nominees with 
relevant expertise

3

 Total  20
National Coordinating Committee for Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

Sector Body Number of Reps
Statutory Sector Department of Health 3
Statutory Sector An Garda Siochána 1
Statutory Sector Education and Training 

Boards 
1

Statutory Sector Revenue & Customs 1
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Sector Body Number of Reps
Statutory Sector The National Drug Rehabili-

tation Committee (NDRIC)
1

Statutory Sector Department of Children & 
Youth Affairs

1

Statutory Sector Department of Education & 
Skills

1

Statutory Sector Department of Housing, 
Planning, Community And 
Local Government

1

Statutory Sector Local Government Manage-
ment Agency

1

Statutory Sector Department of Justice & 
Equality

1

Statutory Sector Department of Social Pro-
tection

1

Statutory Sector The Probation Service 1
Statutory Sector Health Service Executive 1
Cross-sector Task Force 
network

Local Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Chairs Network

2

Cross-sector Task Force 
network

Regional Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Chairs Network

2

Cross-sector Task Force 
network

Local Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Coordinator 
Network

2

Cross-sector Task Force 
network

Regional Drug and Alcohol 
Task Coordinator Chairs 
Network

2

Voluntary Sector Voluntary Sector - represent-
ed by the Voluntary Drug 
Treatment Network

2

Community Sector Citywide 2
Total  27

Steering Group Report on a National Substance Misuse Strategy

Sector Body Number of Reps
Statutory Sector Department of Health 3
Statutory Sector Department of Community, 

Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs 
(Department of Health from 
May 2011)

3

Statutory Sector Department of Justice, 
Equality and Law Reform 

1

Statutory Sector Department of Education 
and Skills

1
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Statutory Sector Department of Environment, 
Community and Local Gov-
ernment 

1

Statutory Sector Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs

1

Statutory Sector Department of Arts, Sport 
and Tourism (In May 2011 
the functions of that Depart-
ment were transferred to the 
Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport and De-
partment of Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht

1

Statutory Sector Health Service Executive 3
Statutory Sector An Garda Siochána 1
 The College of Psychiatry of 

Ireland
2

 Royal College of Physicians 
in Ireland 

1

 Irish College of General 
Practitioners 

1

Community Sector Community Sector 1
Voluntary Sector Voluntary Sector 2
Statutory Sector Road Safety Authority 1
Statutory Sector National Advisory Commit-

tee on Drugs and Alcohol
1

NGO Alcohol Action Ireland 1
Community Sector Family Support Network 1
Statutory Sector Health and Safety Authority 1
NGO Youth Council of Ireland 1
Industry Alcohol Beverage Federa-

tion of Ireland
1

Industry MEAS Ltd 1
Statutory Sector Health Research Board 1
 Total  31

National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

14/02/2017WRR02800455. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund pre-planned list for the end of each year from 2002 to 2010, 
in tabular form; and the numbers waiting on the list at those times for zero to three months, 
three to six months, six to nine months, nine to 12 months, 12 to 15 months, 15 to 18 months 
and more than 18 months. [7074/17]

14/02/2017WRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Treatment Purchase Fund be-
gan collecting pre-admit data in 2014, as such the data requested by the Deputy is not available.

National Treatment Purchase Fund Data
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14/02/2017WRR03000456. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund pre-admit list for the end of each year from 2002 to 2010, 
in tabular form; the numbers waiting on the list at those times for zero to three months, three to 
six months, six to nine months, nine to 12 months, 12 to 15 months, 15 to 18 months and more 
than 18 months. [7075/17]

14/02/2017WRR03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Treatment Purchase Fund be-
gan collecting pre-admit data in 2011, as such the data requested by the Deputy is not available.

Haddington Road Agreement Implementation

14/02/2017WRR03200457. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the details of the recent agree-
ment under which the time and one-sixth twilight payment to nurses working in the evening 
was restored in return for taking on tasks previously carried out by doctors; and if this payment 
has been restored to nurses working in all HSE and voluntary hospitals. [7107/17]

14/02/2017WRR03300458. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the tasks previously carried 
out by non-consultant hospital doctors are being undertaken by nurses in all HSE and voluntary 
hospitals; and if not, the details of the hospitals in which this is not happening. [7108/17]

14/02/2017WRR03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 457 and 
458 together.

The Haddington Road Agreement addressed the potential for task transfer of four specified 
tasks from NCHDs to nurses and midwives.  Subsequently a related Chairman’s note to the 
Lansdowne Road Agreement set out a framework for progressing this matter, encompassing the 
transfer of 4 tasks (including 1st dose antibiotics, phlebotomy, cannulation and discharge where 
appropriate) from doctors to nurses.  A final agreement on the transfer of tasks was concluded 
on 17th December 2015 encompassing the roll-out of the transfer of the identified tasks and the 
provision of training where required for the acute sector.  While there was some delay in pay-
ment arrangements being finalised all nurses and midwives working 6-8pm in the acute sector 
are now receiving payment (time and one sixth) and should also have received backmoney for 
the period from 1 January 2016. 

The focus of the Agreement is on improving patient care and supporting early and timely 
interventions.  It is noted that the tasks are to be transferred in the context of the provision of 
the necessary training programmes, relevant resources being available, existing arrangements 
for the provision of some of the tasks, for example phlebotomy teams, and that doctors would 
continue to perform the tasks.  A core principle is that the task is undertaken by the staff member 
who is most appropriate to do so at that time and in that location.  The National Implementation 
and Verification Group was satisfied that the tasks had been transferred in all HSE and volun-
tary hospitals on the basis provided for in the Agreement or that the roll-out of the training pro-
grammes had been progressed sufficiently to justify payment under the terms of the Agreement.

Mental Health Services Data

14/02/2017WRR03500459. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health the 24-7 emergency facilities that 
are available to persons presenting with mental health issues here out of hours; the region that 
these are provided in; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7112/17]

14/02/2017WRR03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
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service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Mental Health Services Data

14/02/2017WRR03700460. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health the number incidents that have 
been recorded in the national incident management system in 2014, 2015 and 2016 between 
children and adults in adult psychiatric units at approved mental health hospitals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7113/17]

14/02/2017WRR03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Primary Care Centres Administration

14/02/2017WRR03900461. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will extend the opening hours 
of the primary care centre at Clonbrusk, Athlone, County Westmeath to include evening and 
weekend appointments. [7114/17]

14/02/2017WRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Primary Care Centres

14/02/2017WRR04100462. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will put in place a free-
phone telephone number for the primary care centre at Clonbrusk, Athlone, County Westmeath. 
[7115/17]

14/02/2017WRR04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

Dental Services Provision

14/02/2017WRR04300463. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide dental care for 
children at the primary care centre Clonbrusk, Athlone, County Westmeath. [7116/17]

14/02/2017WRR04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

Public Transport Provision

14/02/2017WRR04500464. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will liaise with the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport in order to provide a bus service from Athlone town centre to 
the primary care centre at Clonbrusk, Athlone, County Westmeath. [7117/17]

14/02/2017WRR04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by the HSE that, on Sunday, 
29 January 2017, Bus Éireann introduced service improvements which included a service to 
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Clonbrusk Primary Care Centre.

However, as the provision of Primary Care Centres is a matter for the HSE, I have asked the 
Executive to reply directly to the Deputy with any other relevant information.   

Medical Card Administration

14/02/2017WRR04700465. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will review the current medi-
cal card system with a view to returning the automatic medical card entitlement to persons over 
65 years of age. [7118/17]

14/02/2017WRR04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the provisions of the Health Acts, 
medical cards are provided to persons who are, in the opinion of the HSE, unable without undue 
hardship to arrange GP services for themselves and their dependants.  In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.  Where 
deemed appropriate in particular circumstances, the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a 
medical card even though an applicant’s means exceed the prescribed threshold.  Where a per-
son does not qualify for a medical card, they may be provided with a GP Visit Card, appropriate 
therapy or other community supports or drugs.

The separate scheme of assessment for an over-70’s medical card is applicable to all persons 
aged 70 and over.  Currently, there are no proposals to introduce an age specific income thresh-
old or to provide medical cards to those aged 65 and over without assessment. 

Mental Health Services Provision

14/02/2017WRR04900466. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a 24 hour mental 
health service at the primary care centre Clonlbrusk, Athlone, County Westmeath. [7119/17]

14/02/2017WRR05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

14/02/2017WRS00200Primary Care Centres Administration

14/02/2017WRS00300467. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide additional dis-
abled parking spaces at the entrance to the primary care centre Clonbrusk, Athlone, County 
Westmeath. [7120/17]

14/02/2017WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

14/02/2017WRS00500General Practitioner Services Provision

14/02/2017WRS00600468. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a general prac-
titioner home visit service at Clonbrusk primary care centre, Athlone, County Westmeath, for 
persons who are not well enough to travel. [7121/17]
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14/02/2017WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the General Medical Services (GMS) 
contract, GPs must be available to provide services in their practice premises or by way of 
domiciliary visits, as appropriate, for their medical card and GP visit card patients, for 40 hours 
each week.  They must also make arrangements to enable contact to be made with them, or a lo-
cum/deputy, for emergencies outside of these hours.  It is a matter for the GP to decide whether 
it is appropriate to see the patient in his/her surgery or in the patient’s home based on the clinical 
need, social and other circumstances in any particular case.

14/02/2017WRS00800Motorised Transport Grant Closure

14/02/2017WRS00900469. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when he expects the motorised 
transport scheme grant will be replaced in view of the fact this scheme was discontinued in 
February 2013 and has not received any application since this date. [7126/17]

14/02/2017WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Conscious of 
the reports of the Ombudsman in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of both the Mobility 
Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant Scheme in the context of the Equal Status Acts, the 
Government decided to close both schemes in February 2013.

The Government is aware of the continuing needs of people with a disability who rely on 
individual payments that support choice and independence.  In this regard, monthly payments 
of up to €208.50 have continued to be made by the Health Service Executive to 4,700 people 
who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Programme for Partnership Government 
acknowledges the ongoing drafting of primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme.  
I can confirm that work on the policy proposals for the new Scheme is at an advanced stage and 
I anticipate that this will be brought to Government shortly.  The proposals seek to ensure that:

- There is a firm statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation;

- There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to the Scheme;

- Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and

- The Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.

The Deputy may be interested to note that people who previously benefitted from the now-
closed Motorised Transport Grant, may, if they satisfy the criteria under that scheme, be eli-
gible for tax relief under the Drivers and Passengers with Disabilities Tax Relief Scheme.  This 
scheme is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Finance and is operated by the 
Revenue Commissioners.  Details of the scheme can be found on www.revenue.ie.

14/02/2017WRS01100Ambulance Service Provision

14/02/2017WRS01200470. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the details of the proposed es-
tablishment of an ambulance base in Buncrana; when and the way in which this will be set up; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7141/17]
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14/02/2017WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you.

14/02/2017WRS01400Food Prices

14/02/2017WRS01500471. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given 
to reducing the cost of food incurred by coeliacs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7146/17]

14/02/2017WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for this mat-
ter, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this issue.

14/02/2017WRS01700Ambulance Service Response Times

14/02/2017WRS01800472. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the measures the Government is 
implementing to improve ambulance response times in rural areas, particularly those which 
have been identified as black spots for ambulance response times (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7155/17]

14/02/2017WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you.

14/02/2017WRS02000Health Services Provision

14/02/2017WRS02100473. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE hydrothera-
py pool situated in Navan has been closed for the past 18 months; his plans to reopen this facil-
ity soon; and his views on the fact that persons with conditions such as cerebral palsy, multiple 
sclerosis and other conditions requiring hydrotherapy pain relief and rehabilitation must travel 
outside County Meath when a suitable facility could be reopened in Navan. [7156/17]

14/02/2017WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRS02300HSE Funding

14/02/2017WRS02400474. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if extra funding will be allo-
cated to the HSE in order for it to be ring-fenced to a group (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7157/17]

14/02/2017WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Section 39 of the Health Act 2004 makes 
provision for the HSE to provide assistance to bodies that provide services similar, or ancillary 
to, services that the HSE may provide. 

Section 39 organisations provide a broad range of services and these are governed by Ser-
vice Level Agreements with the HSE.  Decisions on the provision of funding to these organisa-
tions is a matter for the HSE.
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14/02/2017WRS02600Medical Card Applications

14/02/2017WRS02700475. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical card form 
in respect of a person (details supplied). [7161/17]

14/02/2017WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Ser-
vices scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as 
amended.  It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifi-
cally for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use 
for an earlier response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

14/02/2017WRS02900Home Help Service Provision

14/02/2017WRS03000476. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange to have a 
person (details supplied) assessed for the provision of home help. [7162/17]

14/02/2017WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/02/2017WRS03200Health Services Charges

14/02/2017WRS03300477. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if a person on a medical card with 
a long-term illness, such as coeliac disease, is liable for a €20 individual charge for each blood 
test, urine test and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7165/17]

14/02/2017WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Ser-
vices scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as 
amended.  It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifi-
cally for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use 
for an earlier response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

14/02/2017WRS03500Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRS03600478. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied), including when they can expect an appointment at the Royal Victoria Eye 
and Ear Hospital, Dublin. [7168/17]
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14/02/2017WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRS03800Health Services Staff Recruitment

14/02/2017WRS03900479. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if a position (details supplied) 
in the CHO1 area has been filled by the HSE. [7176/17]

14/02/2017WRS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

14/02/2017WRS04100HSE Funding

14/02/2017WRS04200480. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding his 
Department and HSE national lottery grants for 2017; the closing date for applications; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7184/17]

14/02/2017WRS04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department no longer operates a Na-
tional Lottery Fund.  However, it should be noted that the HSE operates a similar scheme and 
continues to provide grants to health agencies and other organisations from National Lottery 
funds.  I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy with details of its 2017 National 
Lottery Fund.

14/02/2017WRS04400Health Services

14/02/2017WRS04500481. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (details 
supplied) regarding services at Cork University Hospital. [7185/17]

14/02/2017WRS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s questions relate to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

14/02/2017WRS04700Medical Card Eligibility

14/02/2017WRS04800482. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when children who are recipients 
of domiciliary care allowance will be approved for full medical cards without assessments, as 
promised in July 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7186/17]

14/02/2017WRS04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I received permission from Government to 
draft the new Bill in December.  This new legislation will effectively mean that all children in 
respect of whom a Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) payment is made will automatically 
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qualify for a medical card and, therefore, no longer be subject to the medical card means test at 
any point in the future while in receipt of DCA.  The legislation is currently being prepared and 
will be brought before the Oireachtas as quickly as possible.

In addition to the preparation of the legislation, I have asked the Health Service Executive, 
so that the proposal can be implemented in a smooth and efficient manner, to commence the 
process of planning for the requirements of the scheme and how the cards will issue.

14/02/2017WRS05000Dental Services Provision

14/02/2017WRS05100483. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the number of dental screen-
ings that have been provided in schools, by county, for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to 
date in 2016 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7189/17]

14/02/2017WRS05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRS05300Dental Services Provision

14/02/2017WRS05400484. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health his plans to integrate dentists 
into multidisciplinary teams which care for elderly persons in nursing homes; his views on 
whether the HSE is reneging on its duty of care to some 27,000 nursing home patients by fail-
ing to meet their dental health needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7190/17]

14/02/2017WRS05500523. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if training programmes in oral 
care are currently provided to health care assistants; his views on whether a national model of 
publicly delivered dental care for elderly persons and patients with special care needs is re-
quired; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7304/17]

14/02/2017WRS05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 484 and 
523 together.

The National Oral Health Policy, which the Department of Health is currently developing, 
will inform future provision of dental services.  This three-year project, which is being led by 
the Chief Dental Officer, commenced in 2014 and is due to be completed later this year. 

Older persons can access dental treatments via the Dental Treatment Services Scheme.  This 
dental service is available for all medical card holders and includes those patients who are aged 
over 70.  For older nursing home residents who are high risk; on medication and with other 
special care requirements, a broader number of items of dental treatments are available under 
this scheme to ensure that their oral health can be supported.  The National Quality and Qualifi-
cations Ireland Level 5 Health Service Skills Certificate, Care Skills 5N2770, contains learning 
outcomes on oral care.  This is a core module for all Health Care Assistants.

14/02/2017WRS05700Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRS05800485. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Clare will have cataract surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7194/17]



Questions - Written Answers

396

14/02/2017WRS05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you.

14/02/2017WRS06000Medical Records

14/02/2017WRS06100486. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the reason the medical records 
of a person (details supplied) were not updated to include a specific injury. [7196/17]

14/02/2017WRS06200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRS06300Departmental Correspondence

14/02/2017WRS06400487. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a final reply to a query 
(details supplied) that was recently sent to his office; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7197/17]

14/02/2017WRS06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My office replied to the Deputy setting out 
the position on the issue on 13 February 2017.

14/02/2017WRS06600Hospitals Data

14/02/2017WRS06700488. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of patients out-
sourced at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7199/17]

14/02/2017WRS06800489. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency de-
partment attendances at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to 
date in 2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7200/17]

14/02/2017WRS06900491. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the outpatient waiting times at 
Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017, broken 
down by speciality and in waiting time bands of up to three months, six months, 12 months, 15 
months, 18 months, two years and over two years; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7202/17]

14/02/2017WRS07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 488, 489 
and 491 together.

In relation to the queries raised by the deputy, as these are service issues, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to him directly.

14/02/2017WRS07100Accident and Emergency Departments Data

14/02/2017WRS07200490. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency de-
partment attendances at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, for each of the years 2013 
to 2016 and to date in 2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7201/17]
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14/02/2017WRS07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

  Question No. 491 answered with Question No. 488.

14/02/2017WRT00200Hospitals Data

14/02/2017WRT00300492. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on trol-
leys at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, for each 
month of 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7203/17]

14/02/2017WRT00400493. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on trol-
leys at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, respectively, 
for each month of 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7204/17]

14/02/2017WRT00500494. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the operating budget for Our 
Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, respectively, for each of 
the years 2009 to 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7205/17]

14/02/2017WRT00600496. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the total agency spend at Our 
Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, respectively, for each 
of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7207/17]

14/02/2017WRT00700497. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of whole time equiv-
alent nursing positions in place at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hos-
pital, Drogheda, respectively, for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7208/17]

14/02/2017WRT00800498. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of beds operational 
separately at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, re-
spectively, for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7209/17]

14/02/2017WRT00900499. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of outpatient hospi-
tal cancellations at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, 
respectively, for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7210/17]

14/02/2017WRT01000500. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient hospital 
cancellations at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, 
respectively, for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7211/17]

14/02/2017WRT01100501. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient and 
outpatient did not attends at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda, respectively, for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7212/17]

14/02/2017WRT01200502. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of theatres opera-
tional at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, respec-
tively, for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7213/17]
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14/02/2017WRT01300505. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of times the full 
capacity protocol was initiated at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hos-
pital, Drogheda, for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7216/17]

14/02/2017WRT01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 492 to 494, 
inclusive, 496 to 502, inclusive, and 505 together.

In relation to the queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRT01500Hospitals Funding

14/02/2017WRT01600495. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the capital budget or total capital 
spend at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, respec-
tively, for each of the years 2009 to 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7206/17]

14/02/2017WRT01700503. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the capital projects agreed and 
funded at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, respec-
tively; the details and an overview of each project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7214/17]

14/02/2017WRT01800504. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the cost of each capital project 
funded by the HSE at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Droghe-
da, respectively, for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7215/17]

14/02/2017WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 495, 503 
and 504 together.

As the HSE is responsible for the delivery of health care infrastructure projects, the Execu-
tive has been requested to reply directly to you in relation to the approved capital projects it 
has funded and their cost at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017.

  Questions Nos. 496 to 502, inclusive, answered with Question No. 492.

  Questions Nos. 503 and 504 answered with Question No. 495.

  Question No. 505 answered with Question No. 492.

14/02/2017WRT02200Hospital Equipment

14/02/2017WRT02300506. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of instruments used 
in the detection and treatment of cancer of a value of over €500,000 that are not functioning 
within the HSE; the number of situations in which an alternative instrument is not available to 
the patients in question; the number of persons waiting on diagnosis and-or procedures involv-
ing those instruments; the number waiting for periods measured by the number of months; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7217/17]

14/02/2017WRT02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
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delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

14/02/2017WRT02500General Practitioner Data

14/02/2017WRT02600507. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of Healthlink refer-
rals from general practitioners that have been classified as received but not yet acknowledged; 
and the average time period between receipt and acknowledgement. [7228/17]

14/02/2017WRT02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My officials are currently sourcing the in-
formation requested, and I will arrange to have it forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

14/02/2017WRT02800National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

14/02/2017WRT02900508. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the amount of money that has 
been spent to date on the national children’s hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7234/17]

14/02/2017WRT03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board is the statutory body charged with delivery of the capital project, I have asked it 
to respond to you directly regarding expenditure to date on this capital project including re-
muneration to the board and officials, payments to engineers, architects and other consultancy 
companies.

14/02/2017WRT03100Medicinal Products Availability

14/02/2017WRT03200509. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health when it is expected a drug (details 
supplied) will be available here; if the HSE has to date received a pricing and reimbursement 
application.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7235/17]

14/02/2017WRT03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): For a medicine to be considered for reim-
bursement by the HSE it must first have a marketing authorisation from the European Medi-
cines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority, before being assessed under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

I understand that in Autumn 2016 Biogen applied to the European Medicines Agency for 
marketing authorisation in the EU for the drug Nusinersen.  Along with other member states, 
Ireland’s Health Products Regulatory Authority will actively participate in the assessment of 
this application.  The European Medicines Agency assessment process generally takes around 
one year.

Should Nusinersen receive European marketing authorisation, the manufacturer would then 
be open to make an application to the HSE to have the product reimbursed under the commu-
nity drug schemes.

While the authorisation process is on-going early access to this medicine has been granted 
to two Irish families.  I understand that following an application from a consultant paediatric 
neurologist at Temple Street hospital, the company has extended their early access programme 
to two of his patients with SMA Type 1.
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14/02/2017WRT03400Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRT03500510. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an accurate 
current list of the number of persons waiting for cataract operations; the number waiting from 
the Kerry and Cork regions; the length of time they have to wait on the list before they have 
their operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7248/17]

14/02/2017WRT03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRT03700Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRT03800511. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for orthodontic treatment and the wait time on the list; the number of those waiting from 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7249/17]

14/02/2017WRT03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRT04000Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRT04100512. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the waiting list at present for heart surgery in the coronary care unit at CUH; the length of time 
persons are kept waiting for treatment once they present for same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7250/17]

14/02/2017WRT04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular issue, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRT04300Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRT04400513. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons from 
County Kerry on the public waiting list for hip operations in University Hospital Kerry and 
CUH; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7251/17]

14/02/2017WRT04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular issue, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRT04600Health Services

14/02/2017WRT04700514. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce pre-natal 
testing and pre-natal genetic screening; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7260/17]

14/02/2017WRT04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRT04900Health Services
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14/02/2017WRT05000515. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to regulate and-or 
fund mitochondrial replacement therapy, sometimes called mitochondrial donation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7261/17]

14/02/2017WRT05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, officials in 
my Department are currently drafting the General Scheme of legislative provisions relating to 
assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated research.  This comprehensive piece of leg-
islation will regulate a range of practices for the first time, including: gamete (sperm or egg) and 
embryo donation for AHR and research; surrogacy; pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) 
of embryos; posthumous assisted reproduction; and stem cell research.  The legislation will also 
establish a specific regulatory authority for AHR.

Given the comprehensive nature of the proposed legislation a broad range of matters per-
taining to AHR, including the issue of mitochondrial replacement therapy, will be considered 
as the General Scheme is developed.

It is important to note that the intention of the legislation in this area is to protect, promote 
and ensure the health and safety of parents, others involved in the process (such as donors and 
surrogate mothers) and, most importantly, the children who will be born as a result of AHR.

It is envisaged that the General Scheme will be completed by the end of June 2017.  When 
the Scheme has been approved by Government for publication, it will be submitted to the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Health for pre-legislative scrutiny.

14/02/2017WRT05200Occupational Therapy

14/02/2017WRT05300516. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting for 
occupational therapy in health centres in County Wicklow; the average waiting time for persons 
to be seen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7284/17]

14/02/2017WRT05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

14/02/2017WRU00200Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRU00300517. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting for 
speech and language therapy in health centres in County Wicklow; the average waiting time for 
persons to be seen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7285/17]

14/02/2017WRU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

14/02/2017WRU00500Services for People with Disabilities Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRU00600518. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting for 
access to the early intervention team in health centres in County Wicklow; the average waiting 
time for persons to be seen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7286/17]
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14/02/2017WRU00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRU00800Mental Health Services

14/02/2017WRU00900519. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of mental 
health services available in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7287/17]

14/02/2017WRU01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

14/02/2017WRU01100Departmental Properties

14/02/2017WRU01200520. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Health his plans for the Central 
Mental Hospital site in Dundrum; if a notice to sell has been served by the trustees to his De-
partment or the HSE; if the site has been valued; when it is due for sale; the names of the per-
sons who are the trustees; if the proceeds of the sale will be ring-fenced for mental health; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7290/17]

14/02/2017WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

14/02/2017WRU01400Services for People with Disabilities

14/02/2017WRU01500521. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a 
planned review of a school (details supplied) is still warranted in view of the fact the terms of 
reference have not yet been agreed despite the review having been first mooted in June 2016. 
[7295/17]

14/02/2017WRU01600522. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health further to his e-mail of 
22 June 2016 (details supplied), the way in which this statement tallies with an e-mail from a 
person of 16 January 2017 detailing the levels of funding from HSE to the service and school 
over the years 2012 to 2016, showing a reduction in €130,000 over those years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7296/17]

14/02/2017WRU01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 521 and 522 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
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their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 523 answered with Question No. 484.

14/02/2017WRU01900National Oral Health Strategy

14/02/2017WRU02000524. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop and imple-
ment a new oral health strategy as recommended by the Irish Dental Association; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7306/17]

14/02/2017WRU02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Oral Health Policy, which the 
Department of Health is currently developing, will inform future provision of dental services.  
This three-year project which is being led by the Chief Dental Officer commenced in 2014, is 
due to be completed later this year.

14/02/2017WRU02200Dental Services 

14/02/2017WRU02300525. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the number of dental surgeons 
currently employed by the HSE, by county; and in each of the years since 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7307/17]

14/02/2017WRU02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRU02500Patient Transfers

14/02/2017WRU02600526. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the 
limited budget for patient transport services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7310/17]

14/02/2017WRU02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRU02800Dental Services Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRU02900527. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adolescents who have been waiting less than six months; between six and 12 months; between 
12 and 18 months; between 18 and 24 months; between 24 and 48 months; and more than 48 
months for initial referral for a full dental examination at a HSE clinic in counties Sligo, Leitrim, 
Donegal and Cavan, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7313/17]

14/02/2017WRU03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for reply to the Deputy.
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14/02/2017WRU03100Ministerial Correspondence

14/02/2017WRU03200528. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason no substantive reply 
was received to a letter (details supplied) which was acknowledged by his Department on 8 
September 2016; the number of other letters dated on this date or prior to it similarly not re-
plied to; when this Deputy will receive a reply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7314/17]

14/02/2017WRU03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I apologise for the delay in responding to 
the Deputy’s letter.

My Department is aware that there have been a number of meetings between Hand In Hand 
and the HSE in relation to an application for Section 39 funding.

Decisions regarding Section 39 funding are a matter for the HSE and my Department does 
not have a role to play in this regard.

14/02/2017WRU03400Hospital Waiting Lists

14/02/2017WRU03500529. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons cur-
rently on a waiting list to see an ear, nose and throat specialist in the CHO area 2, Galway, Mayo 
and Roscommon, with a breakdown of the waiting list for each of the hospitals in the west north 
west hospital group, Saolta, for 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7316/17]

14/02/2017WRU03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The NTPF publishes waiting list data by 
speciality, hospital and hospital group each month.  This data can be viewed on its website at 
NTPF.ie.

14/02/2017WRU03700Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2017WRU03800530. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the position of a person (details 
supplied) on a waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7319/17]

14/02/2017WRU03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

14/02/2017WRU04000Autism Support Services

14/02/2017WRU04100531. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the guidelines and timeframes 
set out by his Department, under the access and inclusion model, AIM, programme for cases in 
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which a child has been diagnosed with autism, for first consultation with the designated profes-
sional to ensure that early intervention is delivered by occupational, speech and language and 
behaviour management therapists; if there is a patient charter for disability under the new AIM 
model; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7393/17]

14/02/2017WRU04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRU04300HSE Staff

14/02/2017WRU04400532. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels in the occu-
pational therapist department working in early intervention teams for each of the years 2013 to 
2016, by county, in tabular form. [7394/17]

14/02/2017WRU04500534. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels in behavioural 
management early intervention teams for each of the years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular 
form. [7396/17]

14/02/2017WRU04600536. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of permanent staff 
and temporary staff working in occupational therapy early intervention teams for each of the 
years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular form. [7398/17]

14/02/2017WRU04700537. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of permanent staff 
and temporary staff working in behavioural management early intervention teams for each of 
the years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular form. [7399/17]

14/02/2017WRU04800539. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of days lost to cer-
tified and uncertified illness, maternity, unpaid leave and force majeure on the occupational 
therapy early intervention teams for each of the years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular form.  
[7401/17]

14/02/2017WRU04900540. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of days lost to 
certified and uncertified illness, maternity, unpaid leave and force majeure on the behavioural 
management early intervention teams for each of the years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular 
form.  [7402/17]

14/02/2017WRU05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 532, 534, 536, 537, 539 and 540 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
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quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRU05100Speech and Language Therapy

14/02/2017WRU05200533. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels in speech 
and language early intervention teams for each of the years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular 
form. [7395/17]

14/02/2017WRU05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

  Question No. 534 answered with Question No. 532.

14/02/2017WRU05500Speech and Language Therapy

14/02/2017WRU05600535. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of permanent staff 
and temporary staff working in speech and language early intervention teams for each of the 
years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular form. [7397/17]

14/02/2017WRU05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

  Questions Nos. 536 and 537 answered with Question No. 532.

14/02/2017WRU05900HSE Staff

14/02/2017WRU06000538. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of days lost to certi-
fied and uncertified illness, maternity, unpaid leave and force majeure on the speech and lan-
guage early intervention teams for each of the years 2013 to 2016, by county, in tabular form.  
[7400/17]

14/02/2017WRU06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

  Questions Nos. 539 and 540 answered with Question No. 532.

14/02/2017WRU06300Hospital Procedures

14/02/2017WRU06400541. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of scoliosis surger-
ies for public patients carried out in 2016; and the hospitals in which they were performed, in 
tabular form. [7412/17]

14/02/2017WRU06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Long waiting times for scoliosis surgery 
have to be addressed, and the Department has been working closely with the HSE to address 
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services pressures, particularly in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin,  which is the largest 
provider of scoliosis surgery for children and young people.   

Additional funding has been provided in recent years to develop the paediatric orthopaedic 
services, including scoliosis services.  €2m was made available under the Winter Initiative 
Funding in 2016 and over fifty additional patients have been treated to date under this initiative. 
As a result of investment, we made some progress but there is much more to do to provide the 
level service that is needed.  

I recently met with the CEO of the Children’s Hospital Group and of Our Lady’s Children’s 
Hospital Crumlin (OLCHC) to discuss immediate action that can be taken to reduce waiting 
times for children and adolescents with scoliosis.  

While the new theatre in OLCHC was commissioned in 2016, it is only now being used  for 
scoliosis surgery due to challenges with recruiting nurses.  The hospital has undertaken an ag-
gressive recruitment drive to attract new theatre nurses with the necessary paediatric training.  
As a result four new nurses will be in place by April.  A further 16 international nurses have 
been offered posts, and have commenced the registration process.  The recruitment of these 
nurses means that the new theatre will be used to provide the additional capacity for scoliosis 
procedures in OLCHC from April.  This will allow an additional day of procedures to be car-
ried out in the medium term.  I am advised by OLCHC that an orthopaedic surgeon post in the 
hospital will also be filled by June.  This means that from July, the hospital expects that the 
theatre use will be further increased.  In addition I will receive an Action Plan for Scoliosis from 
the HSE by the end of February which will take on board the concerns of the advocacy groups.

In relation to the specific issue raised by the Deputy regarding  scoliosis surgery for public 
patients, as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

14/02/2017WRV00150Hospital Staff Data

14/02/2017WRV00300542. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the details of all posts at Let-
terkenny University Hospital for which the incumbent post holder remains in situ but has served 
formal notice of their intention to vacate the position, in tabular form; the date on which this no-
tice was received by management; the date on which each such position is expected to become 
vacant; the date on which a replacement is due to succeed the post; the details of the contract 
type and duration of same which the incoming post holder shall have, in each case; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.   [7413/17]

14/02/2017WRV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRV00500Hospital Staff Data

14/02/2017WRV00600543. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the details of all currently va-
cant posts at Letterkenny University Hospital, in tabular form; the date on which the former 
post holder gave formal notice of their intention to vacate the post; the date on which each such 
position became vacant; the date on which a replacement is due to succeed the post; the details 
of the contract type and duration of same which the incoming post holder shall have, in each 
case; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7414/17]

14/02/2017WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
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this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2017WRV00800Hospital Services

14/02/2017WRV00900544. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if, with regard to the 51 cancer 
patients who have so far been referred to Galway University Hospital following the suspension 
of chemotherapy services for all new referrals at Letterkenny University Hospital, including 
those who have yet to be referred whilst this suspension remains in place, all of the aforemen-
tioned referrals will be transferred back to undergo the remainder of their treatments at Letter-
kenny University Hospital in respect of those patients who shall require further chemotherapy 
treatment post the reinstatement of services at the facility; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [7415/17]

14/02/2017WRV01000545. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if, with regard to the 51 cancer 
patients who have so far been referred to Galway University Hospital following the suspension 
of chemotherapy services for all new referrals at Letterkenny University Hospital, including 
those who have yet to be referred whilst this suspension remains in place, all of the aforemen-
tioned referrals, who it has been identified will require radiotherapy treatment, will be granted 
access to the radiotherapy unit at Altnagelvin Area Hospital in Derry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [7416/17]

14/02/2017WRV01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 544 and 
545 together.

The Deputy’s questions relate to service delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to him.

14/02/2017WRV01150Hospital Services

14/02/2017WRV01300546. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health as a result of the emergency 
department crisis nationwide, the number of days surgical day wards have been closed with 
trolleys from emergency departments being moved into these wards from September 2015 to 
January 2017; the number of hospitals engaging in this practice; if he can name the hospitals 
and the number of day surgeries and day procedures that have been cancelled from September 
2015 to January 2017 as a result of this practice; the numbers of trolleys, broken down by hos-
pital, that have been moved directly from emergency departments into these surgical day wards 
from September 2015 to January 2017; if the trolleys moved from emergency departments to 
surgical day wards were included in official trolley figures for that day; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [7458/17]

14/02/2017WRV01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has escalation 
procedures which are operational during times of increased pressure in Emergency Depart-
ments (EDs).  The underlying principle of these protocols is to ensure that safe care is provided 
to all patients at all times.  

Cancellation of elective procedures can occur for a variety of exceptional reasons including 
cancellations because a bed or the clinical team are not available, cancellations by the patient or 
because the patient may not be fit for surgery at the time.  In addition in times when our EDs are 
under pressure, and escalation procedures are in place, non-urgent elective procedures may be 
postponed.  The HSE has indicated that 53,213 elective procedures were cancelled for a variety 
of reasons from September 2015 to the end of January 2017.  I fully acknowledge the distress 
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and inconvenience for patients and their families when elective procedures are cancelled.

The Deputy also requested information on whether trolleys moved from EDs to surgical day 
wards are included in official trolley figures.  I would like to clarify that all trolleys, including 
those moved to wards, should be included in the official HSE TrolleyGar count.  However if 
designated beds in other parts of the hospital, including those in surgical day wards, are used as 
surge capacity for ED patients, the patient is deemed to have been admitted as an in-patient and 
would not be recorded   as a trolley wait.  

The HSE intends to undertake a review of the Escalation Framework in the coming months 
to ensure its effectiveness. 

As the further data requested relates to service issues, this request has been referred to the 
HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRV01500Scéim Comhshaoil   Talmhaíochta Carbóin Glas Íseal

14/02/2017WRV01600547. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a dhéanfar íocaíocht faoi Scéim GLAS le feirmeoir i gContae na Gaillimhe (sonraí leis 
seo); cén fáth a bhfuil moill leis an íocaíocht seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  
[6650/17]

14/02/2017WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ceadaíodh 
an duine ainmnithe isteach in GLAS 2 agus an 1 Eanáir 2016 an dáta ar cuireadh tús leis an 
gconradh.

Le linn phróiseas seiceála na réamhíocaíochta in 2016, tugadh fadhb ar aird i ndáil leis an 
mbeart Coimíneachta.  Tá oifigigh de chuid na Roinne ar a ndícheall chun an fhadhb seo a ré-
iteach le súil is gur féidir tuilleadh próiseála a dhéanamh ar an iarratas d’íocaíocht 2016 chomh 
luath agus is féidir.   

14/02/2017WRV01800Scéim Comhshaoil   Talmhaíochta Carbóin Glas Íseal

14/02/2017WRV01900548. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara Talm-
haíochta, Bia agus Mara cén uair a dhéanfar íocaíocht faoi Scéim GLAS do 2015 agus 2016 le 
feirmeoir i gContae na Gaillimhe (sonraí leis seo); cén fáth a bhfuil moill leis an íocaíocht seo; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [6651/17]

14/02/2017WRV02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ceadaíodh 
an duine ainmnithe isteach in GLAS 2 agus an 1 Eanáir 2016 an dáta ar cuireadh tús leis an 
gconradh.

Le linn phróiseas seiceála na réamhíocaíochta in 2016, tugadh fadhb ar aird i ndáil leis an 
mbeart Coimíneachta.  Tá oifigigh de chuid na Roinne ar a ndícheall chun an fhadhb seo a ré-
iteach le súil is gur féidir tuilleadh próiseála a dhéanamh ar an iarratas d’íocaíocht 2016 chomh 
luath agus is féidir.  

 

14/02/2017WRV02100Scéim Comhshaoil   Talmhaíochta Carbóin Glas Íseal
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14/02/2017WRV02200549. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara Talm-
haíochta, Bia agus Mara Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén uair a dhéanfar íocaíocht faoi Scéim 
GLAS do 2015 agus 2016 le feirmeoir i gContae na Gaillimhe (sonraí leis seo); cén fáth a bhfuil 
moill leis an íocaíocht seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [6652/17]

14/02/2017WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ceadaíodh an 
duine ainmnithe isteach in GLAS 1 agus an 1 Deireadh Fómhair 2015 an dáta ar cuireadh tús 
leis an gconradh. Tá chéad íocaíocht teidlíochta 85% faighte ag an té sin i leith na bliana scéime 
2015. 

Le linn phróiseas seiceála na réamhíocaíochta comhardaithe, tugadh fadhbanna ar aird i 
ndáil le cros-seiceáil le bunachair sonraí eile de chuid na Roinne agus i ndáil leis an mbeart 
Coimíneachta.  Tá oifigigh de chuid na Roinne ar a ndícheall chun an fhadhb seo a réiteach le 
súil is gur féidir tuilleadh próiseála a dhéanamh ar an iarratas d’íocaíocht chomhardaithe 2015 
chomh luath agus is féidir. 

Tar éis íocaíocht a dhéanamh i leith na bliana scéime 2015, déanfar iarratas an té ainmnithe 
a phróiseáil i leith na bliana scéime 2016.

14/02/2017WRV02400Nitrates Action Programme Implementation

14/02/2017WRV02500550. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
is satisfied that there is sufficient regulation for the large-scale storage of slurry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6653/17]

14/02/2017WRV02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Euro-
pean Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2014 govern 
the storage of slurry, on a holding, large scale or otherwise.  The Department of Housing Plan-
ning Community and Local Government is the lead Department for these regulations otherwise 
known as the Nitrates Regulations.

These regulations govern the storage of slurry and manures of animal origin.

Under Article 7 (1) of these regulations, storage facilities for livestock manure and other or-
ganic fertilisers, soiled water and effluents from dungsteads, farmyard manure pits or silage pits 
shall be maintained free of structural defect and be maintained and managed in such manner as 
is necessary to prevent run-off or seepage, directly or indirectly, into groundwater or surface 
water, of such substances.

The said regulations stipulate that farm holdings shall provide on the holding for a minimum 
storage capacity for slurry (cattle) of either 16, 18, 20 or 22 weeks, depending on the location 
of the holding.

All storage facilities shall be of such construction and design, and shall be maintained and 
managed in such a manner as so as to prevent their contents gaining entry into surface water or 
groundwater.

It should be noted however, that the storage of slurries of non-animal origin such a sludges, 
municipal or otherwise, are not a matter for this Department.

14/02/2017WRV02700Nitrates Action Programme Implementation
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14/02/2017WRV02800551. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there are sufficient regulations for the transfer of large-scale slurry from one county to another; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6655/17]

14/02/2017WRV02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The European 
Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2014 govern the stor-
age and end use of slurry and manures of animal origin.  The Department of Housing Plan-
ning Community and Local Government is the lead Department for these regulations otherwise 
known as the Nitrates Regulations.

Under these regulations, it is permissible to import or export organic manures and slurry 
into or out of a holding, subject to records of quantities, type, date, details of exporters and 
importers being maintained and forwarded to this Department.  This also applies to the importa-
tion onto a holding of slurry of non-animal origin such a sludges, municipal or otherwise.

It should be noted however, that regulations governing the transfer of slurry of non-animal 
origin such as sludges, are not a matter for this Department.

14/02/2017WRV03000Basic Payment Scheme Applications

14/02/2017WRV03100552. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) will receive a single farm payment; the reasons for delay in payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6663/17]

14/02/2017WRV03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application on 17 
May 2016.  Under the Terms and Conditions of these schemes, an applicant as well as meet-
ing the schemes eligibility criteria is also required to comply with EU regulatory requirements 
relating to Cross Compliance.

The Department’s records indicate that in 2015, the amount of nitrogen from livestock ma-
nure applied to land on the holding of the person named above, (including that deposited by 
animals), was 174 kgs per hectare, which exceeded the limit of 170 kgs per hectare set down 
in the Nitrates Regulations.  As similar breaches under the Nitrates Regulations had been iden-
tified within the previous three years, the regulatory provisions required that the rules on re-
occurrence be applied and this resulted in a final penalty of 45% being applied against the 2016 
Direct Schemes payments, this being the year of the finding.  

The person named was notified of this decision on 25 November 2016.  The person named 
sought a review of this decision within the Department and was notified on 10 January 2017 
that the original decision was being upheld.  The person named subsequently appealed the deci-
sion to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office and this appeal is currently being examined.  
The person named will be notified of the outcome of this appeal on completion of the process.  
In the event that the person named considers that their appeal had not be dealt with fairly, they 
can raise the matter with the Office of the Ombudsman. 

An advance payment under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme issued to the person named 
on 17 October.  However as the level of penalty applied as a result of the breach detailed above 
exceeded the balancing payment due under this scheme, no further payment was due.  In the 
event that there is a change to the penalty level applied, any payment due as a result of such a 
decision will be processed and issued to the person named.
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14/02/2017WRV03300Aquaculture Licence Applications

14/02/2017WRV03400553. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a decision will be made in respect of an application for an aquaculture licence (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6677/17]

14/02/2017WRV03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The aqua-
culture licence application referred to by the Deputy is currently under consideration by my 
Department under the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore 
Act and applicable EU legislation. 

The legislation provides for a period of public and statutory consultation.  In the case of 
this application the public consultation period is now over and my Department will continue its 
examination of this application in accordance with the applicable legislation.  

It is not possible at this stage to say when this process will be complete.  As the licence ap-
plication is under active consideration as part of a statutory process it would not be appropriate 
to comment further on the matter at this time. 

14/02/2017WRV03600Poultry Industry

14/02/2017WRV03700554. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of confirmed cases of avian influenza by county over the past period; the steps 
he is taking, or is considering, to address the potential threat that these recent cases might signal 
for the wider bird population and especially for the poultry sector of the agri-food industry; if 
there is a safe vaccination available to protect flocks; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [6684/17]

14/02/2017WRV03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Since Decem-
ber 2016 there have been 8 confirmed cases of the H5N8 strain of avian influenza in wild birds 
in Ireland.  

On the 23 December last, my Department announced regulations under the Animal Health 
and Welfare Act 2013 requiring flock keepers to confine all poultry and captive birds in their 
possession or under their control in a secure building to which wild birds, or other animals do 
not have access, and to apply specific bio-security measures.  This is the first time such action 
has been taken by this Department.  The requirement to keep birds confined was extended on 
the 23 January and it will remain in place until further notice but will kept under review. 

My Department has emphasised the need for flochowners to confine poultry and other birds 
and to apply strict bio-security measures to prevent the introduction of avian influenza.  Poultry 
flock owners should remain vigilant for any signs of disease in their flocks and report any dis-
ease suspicion to their nearest Department Veterinary Office.  Bird gatherings (shows, exhibi-
tions and races) are permitted under general licence, subject to prior notification and certain bio 
security conditions. 

In addition to the measures outlined above, my Department has has implemented the fol-
lowing various measures with a view to deal with the threat of this disease:

- Key stakeholders have been regularly updated on the current situation (including Depart-
ment staff, all sectors of the poultry industry, poultry and general veterinary practitioners, wild 
bird organisations, public health officials etc.)
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- A range of information and advice is provided on the Department’s website.  Key biosecu-
rity advice has also been published in the national press.

- An Avian Influenza Helpline has been activated to answer public enquires regarding the 
disease, and for the reporting of sick or dying birds.

- The Department has an early warning system for unusual mortalities in wild birds in place 
with Birdwatch Ireland, National Parks and Wildlife Service, and the National Association of 
Regional Game Councils. 

- The Department has a specialised culling team and protocols in place to protect both hu-
man health and the welfare of the birds, which will be implemented in the event that poultry 
flocks have to be culled. 

Other measures e.g. a bans on hunting, release of game bird or pigeon racing have been con-
sidered and have been ruled out at this time.  The Department continues to monitor the rapidly 
evolving situation and will introduce such measures as are considered appropriate.

There is currently no vaccine available for use on domestic poultry. 

14/02/2017WRV03900Land Reclassification

14/02/2017WRV04000555. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when compensation will be given to persons with designated lands in hen harrier areas; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [6732/17]

14/02/2017WRV04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In the first 
instance , I should point out that  the designation of lands for the hen harrier and the identifica-
tion of all such areas, is the responsibility of the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs. 

That said, I have already provided for a significant framework of support for farmers with 
hen-harrier designated land through my own Department’s agri-environment scheme GLAS.  
Farmers with land identified as important for the hen-harrier are guaranteed access to the 
scheme as priority candidates in Tier One of GLAS.  I have also provided that such farmers 
will be automatically approved for GLAS Plus should they be farming sufficient area of habitat.  
Under GLAS, farmers qualify for a payment rate of €370 per hectare can earn up to €7,000 per 
annum through a combination of GLAS and GLAS Plus payments.  Over 2,100 farmers have 
been accepted into GLAS 1 & GLAS2 with a hen-harrier action and this number will increase 
significantly once the approvals for GLAS 3 have been finalised.

Furthermore, my Department is currently in the process of introducing important new 
schemes under the locally-led umbrella, for the conservation of the hen harrier and the fresh-
water pearl mussel.  I have provided a total budget of €35 million for those two schemes.  Part 
of this process requires the recruitment, by public tender, of a Project Team to help develop and 
deliver these schemes on behalf of my Department, following a similar model to the highly suc-
cessful Burren farming conservation measure.  The tender closed on 24 January last and I would 
expect that a contract would be offered to the successful tenderer before the end of February. 

The successful tenderer will be directly involved in drawing up the terms and conditions 
for the hen harrier locally-led scheme, along with the range of actions to be applied and associ-
ated payments.  This will be done in consultation with officials from my Department and from 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
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and Gaeltacht Affairs, as well as drawing on local knowledge and inputs from farmers on the 
ground.  Once this stage has been completed,  the process of recruiting farmers for a five year 
scheme will commence.

14/02/2017WRV04200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

14/02/2017WRV04300556. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 545 of 24 January 2017, when payments will issue to a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6784/17]

14/02/2017WRV04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As per the 
reply to the Parliamentary Question of 24 January, processing of the application under the 2016  
Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme had been finalised.  Payment under the scheme is ex-
pected to issue in the coming week.

14/02/2017WRV04500Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

14/02/2017WRV04600557. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1445 of 17 January 2017, the reason the date cited by 
him in the reply regarding when a sheep census return was received contradicts that which was 
communicated to the person in earlier correspondence issued by his Department (details sup-
plied); the reason this discrepancy has occurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[6812/17]

14/02/2017WRV04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As per the 
reply to the Parliamentary Question of 17 January, processing of the application in question un-
der the 2016 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme identified non-compliance with the 
minimum stocking density requirements.  Flock owners under the ANC scheme are required 
to have submitted the annual sheep census return by 16 May 2016.  In the case of the person 
named the census return was not received until 23 May 2016.  A letter issued to the person 
named informing him of the late date of receipt of census and the impact of same on their ANC 
scheme application.  

In response to Parliamentary Question 1445 of 17 January 2017 the date of receipt was 
incorrectly quoted as 19 May 2016.  This was a typographical error and any inconvenience or 
confusion caused is regretted.

14/02/2017WRV04800Food Exports to China

14/02/2017WRV04900558. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will expedite progress on an issue (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [6824/17]

14/02/2017WRV05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The imple-
mentation of food regulations for imports to China is a matter for the Chinese authorities.  Ire-
land applies stringent European standards and follows procedures which include monitoring the 
safety of Irish seafood so that consumers can continue to have high confidence in the quality 
of Irish seafood.  The Sea Fisheries Protection Authority is the competent authority under food 
safety law for this matter. 
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The Authority continues to work with Chinese import control officials on this market access 
issue, supported by officials from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  A visit to Irish 
Crab production and State Laboratory facilities by Chinese import control officials was hosted 
in May 2016.  Following this, there has been continuing communications between the Authority 
and Chinese officials on this issue.  The issue was further discussed between Irish and Chinese 
experts in the course of Ireland’s trade mission to China in September 2016.  The Authority is 
continuing strenuous efforts to secure agreement with Chinese officials for resumption of this 
trade at the earliest possible date.

14/02/2017WRV05100GLAS Payments

14/02/2017WRV05200559. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [6825/17]

14/02/2017WRV05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

During the 2016 prepayment checking process an issue was identified in relation to the 
Commonage action.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this issue with a view 
to further processing the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

14/02/2017WRV05400Departmental Staff Recruitment

14/02/2017WRV05500560. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to increase the number of departmental personnel at Rosslare Harbour in view of Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6831/17]

14/02/2017WRV05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has no vacant posts in Rosslare Harbour.  My Department will continuously assess re-
sources required in all Border Inspection Posts including in this Harbour as the Brexit Process 
Progresses. 

14/02/2017WRV05700GLAS Payments

14/02/2017WRV05800561. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment under the GLAS scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork. [6844/17]

14/02/2017WRV05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015.

The first payment due to the person named is in respect of the 2016 scheme year.  During the 
2016 prepayment checking process an issue was identified in relation to the Catch Crops action.  
Department officials are actively working to resolve this issue with a view to further processing 
the application for the 2016 payment as soon as possible.

14/02/2017WRV06000Cyber Security Policy
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14/02/2017WRV06100562. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ac-
tions his Department is taking to protect against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was 
temporarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [6874/17]

14/02/2017WRV06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment incorporates a multilayered, defence in depth approach to cyber security. 

Multi-vendor security technologies are deployed throughout the Department’s Information 
Technology (IT) Infrastructure; these are continuously monitored and updated in line with in-
dustry standards. 

The Department works closely with peer organisations within the Irish Government and IT 
industry to share information and alerts on cyber threats.  In addition the Department is certi-
fied compliant with the ISO 27001 Standard on Information Security.  This certification, which 
is subject to bi-annual audit, assists the Department in not just protecting its electronic data but 
non-electronic data from being lost or stolen.

14/02/2017WRV06300Basic Payment Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRV06400563. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 460 of 16 December 2016, when a reply will issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6898/17]

14/02/2017WRV06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As requested, 
please see the following table detailing the total number of farmers that have received a pay-
ment under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme (including the Greening Payment).

BPS Payment Value - € Total Herdowners Paid
Between 0 and 5000 53171
Between 5001 and 10000 32582
Between 10001 and 20000 24039
Between 20001 and 30000 7653
Between 30001 and 40000 2815
Between 40001 and 50000 1250
Between 50001 and 60000 597
Between 60001 and 70000 342
Between 70001 and 80000 195
Between 80001and 90000 134
Between 90001 and 100000 90
Between 100001 and 110000 50
Between 110001 and 120000 31
Between 120001 and 130000 26
Between 130001 and 140000 19
Between 140001 and 150000 17
&gt;150000 37

14/02/2017WRV06600GLAS Administration
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14/02/2017WRV06700564. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the grant aid available for persons under current schemes for the protection and mainte-
nance of historical and archaeological monuments on farmland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [6899/17]

14/02/2017WRV06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Green 
Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS) is a 5 year scheme that has a range of over 
30 actions for applicants to select from.  The Protection and Maintenance of Archaeological 
Monuments is one action on offer of which there are two variations available, namely Tillage 
and Grassland.  The Protection and Maintenance of Archaeological Monuments Tillage op-
tion is paid at a rate of €146 per unit per scheme year and the Grassland option is paid at €120 
per unit per year.  Full details on each of these options are available in scheme Specification 
booklets which can be located on my Department’s website at www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmer-
schemespayments/glas.

14/02/2017WRV06900Brexit Issues

14/02/2017WRV07000565. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the detail, since taking office, of each specific Council of EU agriculture Ministers meet-
ings at which he made the case for a Brexit financial support package for Irish farmers during 
the UK’s two year exit phase from the EU and subsequent transition phase; the date of every 
such meeting at which this was raised, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [6900/17]

14/02/2017WRV07100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): While I have 
discussed the implications of Brexit with a number of my counterparts at the Council of Ag-
riculture Ministers, the issue of support has been discussed bilaterally with the Commission.  
This is an issue which must be dealt with carefully and at the appropriate time, and in a manner 
consistent with the European Commission’s overall approach to the negotiations, which are yet 
to commence.

 I have raised the matter informally with Commissioner Hogan, and he has indicated his 
readiness to consider same.

In the meantime, the deputy will be aware of the many support measures already in place to 
support the agri-food sector in dealing with the impact of the fall in the value of sterling against 
the euro.  These include additional funding for Bord Bia and Bord Iascaigh Mhara, increased 
expenditure on the Rural Development Programme and the Seafood Development Programme, 
agri-taxation measures and the recently-launched €150 million low-cost loan scheme, which 
uses Ireland’s most recent EU aid of €11 million to leverage significant funding to help deal 
with the immediate impact of Brexit.

14/02/2017WRV07150Brexit Issues

14/02/2017WRV07200566. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the specific nature of any Brexit financial support package for Irish farmers during the 
UK’s two year exit phase from the EU and subsequent transition phase; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6901/17]

14/02/2017WRV07300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There is cur-
rently no specific Brexit support package at EU level.  However, I have had informal discus-
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sions with Commissioner Hogan about the challenges facing Irish agriculture from brexit and 
sterling exchange rates, and in that context about support to help the sector navigate these dif-
ficulties.  The Commissioner is sensitive to the pressures and has indicated that he will give the 
matter some consideration. 

In the meantime, I have announced a range of support measures in recent months designed 
to support the agri-food sector in dealing with the impact of the fall in the value of sterling 
against the euro.  These include additional funding for Bord Bia and Bord Iascaigh Mhara, in-
creased expenditure on the Rural Development Programme and the Seafood Development Pro-
gramme, agri-taxation measures and the recently-launched €150 million low-cost loan scheme, 
which uses Ireland’s most recent EU aid of €11 million to leverage significant funding to help 
deal with the immediate impact of Brexit. 

This allocation was combined with €14m in Exchequer funding to leverage a €150m loan 
fund, sourced through the SBCI and made available through on-lenders.  The measure was an-
nounced as part of the Brexit package in Budget 2017, and I formally launched the Agriculture 
Cashflow Support Loan Scheme on 31 January.  Loans of up to €150,000 are available from 
AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank over a term of up to six years, at a reduced interest rate 
of 2.95%.  They can be used for working capital or as an alternative to merchant credit or other 
short-term credit facilities.

Beef Exports

14/02/2017WRW00200567. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the export refunds that are in operation currently for beef exports; if he has discussed this 
at EU level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6902/17]

14/02/2017WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are no 
export refunds in operation for beef products from the EU, nor are there any discussions on this 
at EU level.  Export Refunds for most products were effectively abolished by a WTO agreement 
in 2015.

GLAS Payments

14/02/2017WRW00400568. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the way in which some GLAS payments are being delayed for persons that 
had their land severely damaged from previous heavy flooding; if there is any force majeure 
provision in operation under current regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6903/17]

14/02/2017WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): GLAS regu-
lations allow for the application of force majeure or exceptional circumstances in instances of 
non-compliance where events have occurred that are beyond the farmer’s control.  These provi-
sions are set out in the Scheme terms and conditions.  Each application received is considered 
on its own individual merits.

Agriculture Scheme Administration

14/02/2017WRW00600569. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the estimated cost to the Exchequer to have payment rates (details supplied) for farmers 
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in mountain and more severely handicapped areas based on current participation levels under 
the areas of natural constraints scheme, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6904/17]

14/02/2017WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is currently being collated and will be forwarded at an early date.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

14/02/2017WRW00800570. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the estimated cost to the Exchequer to have payment rates and payable areas (details sup-
plied) based on current participation levels under the areas of natural constraints scheme, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6905/17]

14/02/2017WRW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is currently being collated and will be forwarded at an early date.

Agriculture Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRW01000571. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total number of applicants per country to the new sheep welfare scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6907/17]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Approximately 
22,000 applications were received under the new Sheep Welfare Scheme at the extended clos-
ing date of 3 February.  Officials in my Department are currently processing these applications.  
The information requested will not be available until after all applications have been processed.  
Once the information is available, it will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRW01200572. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total number of participants in the areas of natural constraint scheme according to each 
area designation, that is mountain type land, more severely handicapped lowland, less severely 
handicapped lowland and areas of specific constraints (island) by county, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6937/17]

14/02/2017WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is currently being collated and will be forwarded at an early date.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRW01400573. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total amount of land currently designated as eligible under the areas of natural con-
straint scheme as a percentage of total land, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6938/17]
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14/02/2017WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is currently being collated and will be forwarded at an early date.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

14/02/2017WRW01600574. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total amount of land under each area designation, that is, mountain type land, more 
severely handicapped lowland and less severely handicapped lowland as a percentage of total 
eligible ANC land, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6939/17]

14/02/2017WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is currently being collated and will be forwarded at an early date.

GLAS Payments

14/02/2017WRW01800575. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [6945/17]

14/02/2017WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

Department records show that following a Cross Compliance inspection under the Basic 
Payment Scheme a penalty was applied on the holding of the person named.  Under the regu-
lations the same level of penalty must now be applied to the GLAS payment.  Officials in my 
Department are finalising the payment calculations to take account of the Cross Compliance 
penalty with a view to issuing payment.

Basic Payment Scheme Applications

14/02/2017WRW02000576. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will review an application for the 2015 single farm payment in the name of a person (details 
supplied); if the application submitted by them in February 2016 following confirmation from 
his Department that the original application submitted in December 2015 was not received by 
his Department or was misplaced will be accepted; the reason letters of appeal to his Depart-
ment were not acknowledged in writing but by phone call from Portlaoise; the status of the per-
son’s 2016 entitlements; the status of their appeal; the reason his Department has not engaged 
with the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7003/17]

14/02/2017WRW02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The deadline 
for the receipt of applications under the 2015 Basic payment Scheme (BPS) was 29th May 
2015. An application in respect of the 2015 BPS was received from the person named on 13 
April 2016, thus incurring a 100% late penalty as it was outside of the deadline.  

The BPS Terms and Conditions booklet circulated to all applicants in March of 2015 sets out 
that, in the event that the Department does not receive a completed 2015 BPS form, an applicant 
must produce either the express post receipt from the envelope provided as proof of postage or 
a registered post receipt. The person named did not provide either of these documents.
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An official from my Department has been in direct contact with the person named to discuss 
the status of this case and possible options for resolution.  It has been agreed that further docu-
mentation will be submitted at this stage in order to resolve the issue at hand.

Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Applications

14/02/2017WRW02200577. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a young farmer top-up payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7110/17]

14/02/2017WRW02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2016 Young Farmers Scheme to my Department.  His 
name was added to the herd number shown for the 2016 scheme year.  However, the 2016 Basic 
Payment Scheme Application was submitted under the herd number shown while it was still 
held in the sole name of the previous herd owner.  As a result my Department needed to align 
the applications submitted under the Basic Payment Scheme and the Young Farmers Scheme in 
order to process the Young Farmers Scheme application.

The Young Farmers application has now been processed and letters issued notifying the per-
son named on 4th  February 2017.  Payment will issue to the person named in the coming days.

Pesticide Use

14/02/2017WRW02400578. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 24 of 2 February 2017, if chlorpyrifos is still approved for use 
here in a form (details supplied); the details of the acceptable exposure levels for chlorpyrifos-
methyl; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7154/17]

14/02/2017WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Further to my 
response to your previous parliamentary question of 2nd February last, I would like to confirm 
again that there are no plant protection products on the Irish market containing “chlorpyrifos”.  
The US EPA review which was referred to in the previous question considered “chlorpyrifos” 
only.

“Chlorpyrifos-methyl” is a distinctly different and less toxic molecule than “chlorpyrifos”.  
In addition, the use pattern differs significantly in so far as the product registered in Ireland, 
“Reldan 22”, is approved for use on grain store structures and on cereal grain only, whereas 
chlorpyrifos in the form of various products, most notably “Dursban 4”, was traditionally used 
in a large array of crops by broadcast application. 

Chlorpyrifos-methyl is significantly less harmful than chlorpyrifos.  The Acceptable Daily 
Intake (ADI) and Acceptable Operator Exposure level (AOEL) of chlorpyrifos-methyl is 10 
times greater than chlorpyrifos while the Acute Reference Dose (ARfD) is 20 times greater 
than the corresponding values for chlorpyrifos.  This means that while question marks were 
raised by the US EPA with regard to chlorpyrifos, the corresponding toxicological limits for 
chlorpyrifos-methyl, which are multiples higher, did not trigger the same concerns, and there-
fore regulatory action was not deemed necessary at this time. The use of chlorpyrifos-methyl 
will be kept under review in light of any further scientific developments.

Fisheries Protection
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14/02/2017WRW02600579. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 300 of 1 February 2017, if he will place a temporary ban on pair 
trawler fishing within Irish coastal waters until the report by the Marine Institute publishes its 
conclusions (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7158/17]

14/02/2017WRW02700580. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 300 of 1 February 2017, his plans to commission a report to in-
vestigate the impact of pair trawler fishing on fish species, birds and mammals in inshore coast-
al waters and bays (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7159/17]

14/02/2017WRW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 579 and 580 together.

Further to my answer to parliamentary question number 300 of 1 February 2017, there are 
currently no plans in place to implement a ban on pair trawler fishing within Irish coastal wa-
ters.  I am advised that this practice in inshore waters and estuaries around Ireland is confined to 
fishing for sprat, which is not subject to fishing quotas or Total Allowable Catches established 
under EU regulation.

Officials in my Department are in close contact with the Marine Institute in relation to the 
matters you have raised and they have advised me that no additional information, to that already 
furnished, is available on the work being undertaken by the Marine Institute on sprat stocks.  
The three-year collaborative project between the Marine Institute and Galway-Mayo Institute 
of Technology to develop a detailed understanding of the stock structure of sprat around Ireland 
is ongoing. 

Through the Birds and Habitats Directive, among other instruments, Ireland is committed 
to ensuring the conservation of biodiversity of the sea birds and mammals around our coast.  
Regarding fish by-catch, I am advised that there is some herring by-catch and possibly some 
other species in sprat fisheries but then by-catch is a feature of a number of the fisheries around 
our coast.  All catches of quota species are  logged and landed and taken in to account by ICES 
(International Council for the Exploration of the Sea) when providing stock advice. 

 As mentioned in my previous reply, the Marine Institute are working on adding sprat to the 
species covered under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Marine Biodiversity Scheme 
in 2017.  This would allow for more intensive data collection to enhance scientific knowledge 
and underpin any future  management actions for the stock.  In this regard, I have asked the Ma-
rine Institute to work in conjunction with the National Parks and Wildlife Service to consider 
how we can improve our knowledge, through observer programmes, of the possible impacts of 
these fisheries on  by-catch of other fish, sea birds and mammals.

Brexit Issues

14/02/2017WRW02900581. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
effect Brexit will have on the fishing industry if Britain regains full control of its waters after 
exiting the EU; if Ireland will in that event be calling for a full review of the Common Fisher-
ies Policy and making a demand that it would have access to fish stock in proportion to fish 
resources in its territorial seas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7170/17]

14/02/2017WRW03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): At this stage it 
is impossible to say with certainty what effect Brexit will have on the Irish fishing industry.  We 
do not know yet what changes the UK may seek to the current arrangements.
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What we do know is that there is a strong desire and expectation from parts of the UK fish-
ing industry for a hard Brexit on fish – a ‘pulling up the drawbridge’, to ensure that non-UK 
fishermen will no longer have access to the UK Zone and that all fish in that zone – currently 
shared with EU partners will be theirs and only theirs for the taking.  

In theory, the UK could indeed restrict access to their waters and or seek to gain larger quota 
shares at the expense of others.  However, that could only happen if the UK were content to ig-
nore the potential repercussions that would certainly arise from the EU side.

In a worst case scenario, an extreme ‘hard Brexit’ outcome would be a fundamental threat to 
the wellbeing of the seafood  sector.  On average, 36% of the Irish landings are currently taken 
from UK waters.  However, for some of our most important stocks the figures are even higher.

Limitations on access and, more worryingly, any attempt by the UK to increase its current 
quota share at the expense of Ireland and others must, and will be, be resisted strenuously.  
These twin threats, on access and quota, could also lead to increased  activity by other EU ves-
sels in the waters around Ireland threatening the long term sustainability of our stocks.

Once Article 50 is invoked next month, as seems likely, then the UK will cease to be a Mem-
ber State of the EU from March 2019, unless an extension is sought and granted.  The EU itself 
will continue, as will the Common Fisheries Policy.  The process for reviewing and revising the 
CFP in preparation for a new Policy will commence around the same time and will be due for 
completion in 2022.  Ireland will again be a central player in that renegotiation.  

I am firmly of the view that now is not the time to commence our internal consideration of 
the review of the CFP.  We must instead concentrate all our efforts on the Brexit negotiations 
at this time to safeguard our interests.  The discussion on the post Brexit CFP will undoubtedly 
occur in earnest once the Brexit arrangements are clear and I do not intend to pre-empt the out-
come of negotiations that will not even begin for at least another two years.

This month (1 February), I hosted a dedicated Civic Dialogue on the potential impacts of 
Brexit for the seafood sector as whole.  This was very well attended by stakeholders from across 
the industry and gave a clear insight into the real dangers that a ‘hard’ Brexit presents for our 
fishing communities. 

I will remain in close contact with fisheries stakeholders as the issues develop and work 
with them and my fellow fisheries Ministers in the EU to ensure that we are all fully prepared 
for what are likely to be extremely complex negotiations.  

In conclusion, I would like to assure the Deputy that I will be unequivocal in opposing any 
dilution of our existing EU quota shares, including protecting the benefit to Ireland of the Hague 
Preferences, and any limitations on our existing rights of access.

Basic Payment Scheme Appeals

14/02/2017WRW03100582. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding an appeal in respect of persons (details supplied). [7177/17]

14/02/2017WRW03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named submitted an application under the 2015 Scottish Derogation Scheme.  Under EU Regu-
lations governing the Scottish Derogation measure of the Basic Payment scheme, processing 
of applications involves administrative checks to  verify that the applicant had been actively 
farming in the Beef, Dairying, Sheep or Arable sectors on 15 May 2013.  The persons named 
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in this case  applied on the grounds of Beef production.  However upon review of the evidence 
held by my Department, the persons named  were found to have no  production of Beef on 15 
May 2013, and were advised in writing that the  application was unsuccessful.

The persons named subsequently appealed this decision and the application  was fully re-
viewed.  However there was no evidence provided to alter the Department’s decision.  Follow-
ing this review the persons named were advised that their appeal was unsuccessful and were 
provided with the option to further appeal to the Independent  Appeals Committee, which they 
duly submitted.

The Agricultural Appeals Office has recently finalised arrangements to manage such appeals 
and in this regard the Agricultural Appeals Office were notified of this appeal on 6th February 
2017.  The Agricultural Appeals Office will be in direct contact with the person named with 
regard to the appeal.

Coillte Teoranta

14/02/2017WRW03300583. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of private investigation firms hired by Coillte in 2015 and 2016; the names of the 
firms; the amount they were paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7191/17]

14/02/2017WRW03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coillte CGA 
was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 1988 and day-to-day 
operational matters, such as the engagement and payment of service providers, are the respon-
sibility of the company.  The company has, however, advised that it hired one private investiga-
tion firm in 2016

Coillte Teoranta

14/02/2017WRW03500584. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of wind turbines that have been erected, received planning permission but have 
yet to be erected in the planning process or are in the pre planning process since 2007 in hen 
harrier SPA designated areas, which were designated in late 2007/2008, by year; the number 
of the erected wind turbines, planning permission approved wind turbines or those still either 
in the planning or preplanning process that have been awarded or proposed for Coillte State 
owned lands as opposed to private owned lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7192/17]

14/02/2017WRW03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Local au-
thorities are responsible for planning so I am not in a position to advise on the first part of the 
Deputy’s question.

Coillte CGA was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 1988 
and day-to-day operational matters, such as planning applications and the erection of wind tur-
bines, are the responsibility of the company.

The company has, however, advised that the company has had an active role in the construc-
tion and/or the planning application process in relation to 10 wind farm projects involving a 
total of 211 turbines, of which 118 have been constructed, 59 are under construction with the 
balance (34) at planning stages.  Coillte also advise that there are circa.  79 third party projects 
on Coillte property that the company has facilitated with varying levels of involvement - from 
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a right of way/wayleave agreement to the lease and sale of land for the construction of wind 
turbines.

Coillte Teoranta

14/02/2017WRW03700585. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the nature of the work carried out by private investigation firms for Coillte; the way in which 
contracts are awarded to these firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7193/17]

14/02/2017WRW03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coillte CGA 
was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 1988 and day-to-day 
operational matters, such as the engagement of service providers, are the responsibility of the 
company.  The company has, however, advised that it may, on occasion, engage the services 
of private investigators, under guidance from their insurers and legal advisors, in relation to 
certain issues, for example, the theft of timber from the company’s forests.  The company also 
advise that, as the cost of such engagements are significantly below the threshold at which a 
tender process is required, contracts may be awarded on the basis of experience, the type of 
work involved, recommendation, or location – or a combination of these criteria.

Agriculture Scheme Administration

14/02/2017WRW03900586. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
equine will be included in the low-cost agricultural loan scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7263/17]

14/02/2017WRW04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I was pleased 
to announce the launch of the “Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme” on 31st January.  
One of my priorities has been to address the impact of the change in the sterling exchange rate 
and lower commodity prices in some sectors, which have caused cash flow difficulties for farm-
ers.  The Scheme, which was developed in co-operation with the Strategic Banking Corporation 
of Ireland (SBCI), makes €150 million available to farmers throughout Ireland at interest rates 
of 2.95%.  Distributed through AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank, it provides farmers with 
a low cost, flexible source of working capital and will allow them to pay down more expensive 
forms of short-term debt, ensuring the ongoing financial sustainability of viable farming enter-
prises. 

The loans will be available to all livestock farmers, tillage farmers, horticulture producers 
and others involved in primary agricultural production. The Department is contributing €25mil-
lion in total, which includes €11 million from the EU and €14 million in national funding.  

The specific legislation which provides for the EU support (Commission Delegated Regu-
lation (EU) 2016/1613 of 8 September 2016 providing for exceptional adjustment aid to milk 
producers and farmers in other livestock sectors) defines “other livestock sectors” as “beef and 
veal, pigmeat and sheepmeat and goatmeat sectors”.  Equine is not included.  However it should 
be noted that where equine is part of a mixed enterprise, an applicant may apply for a loan to 
support its non-equine activities.

Poultry Industry

14/02/2017WRW04100587. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 



Questions - Written Answers

426

situation with regard to the impact of emergency regulations put in place to tackle avian influ-
enza to free range status poultry farmers in counties Cavan and Monaghan; if he will ensure free 
range producers do not lose their status simply due to the fact they complied with a compulsory 
directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7269/17]

14/02/2017WRW04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU Regula-
tions on the marketing standards for eggs and poultrymeat set down minimum requirements 
that must be met in order to use the term “Free Range”, including rules around access to the 
range.  The EU Regulations also provide for situations where veterinary restrictions are im-
posed to protect public and animal health, as is the case currently in Ireland, whereby eggs and 
poultrymeat may continue to be marketed as “Free Range” for the duration of the restriction but 
not for more than 12 weeks.  In Ireland, the 12 week period expires on the 17th of March 2017.  

The situation in respect of free range poultry producers is being kept under careful review 
in consultation with the European Commission and Member States.

On 23rd January, the Commission was asked by Member States to consider extending the 
“12 week derogation” during which time birds or more over their products, subject to a confine-
ment/housing order, can continue to be marketed as free range.  However, the Commission did 
not agree to table a proposal to extend the derogation.  

In view of the foregoing, officials in my Department are considering all options available 
to ensure that the needs of producers and consumers are met in light of the housing restrictions 
currently in force in Ireland.  The requirement to confine birds itself is also being kept under 
constant review.  Currently, the risk of introduction of HPAI H5N8 by wild birds into poultry 
flocks remains high and this requirement remains in place.

GLAS Payments

14/02/2017WRW04300588. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal under the GLAS 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7289/17]

14/02/2017WRW04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The 85% advance payment for 2016 has been processed and payment has issued to the 
person named.  The balancing 15% payment for 2016 will be processed in due course in accor-
dance with the regulatory requirements.

Food Safety Standards Regulation

14/02/2017WRW04500589. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there is a plan in place to monitor the presence of mineral oil hydrocarbons in food; if his De-
partment actively sought the involvement of food business operators including manufacturers, 
processors and distributors of food contact materials to assist in the monitoring of mineral oil 
hydrocarbons in food; if not, when such a plan will be in place; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7372/17]

14/02/2017WRW04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My colleague 
Simon Harris TD, Minister for Health has primary responsibility for the Food Safety Authority 
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of Ireland and the enforcement of food laws.  It co-ordinates the work of official agencies which 
includes inspections of food businesses, food contact material manufacturers and distributors 
and the delivery of food  and food contact materials sampling and testing  programmes.

On 16th  January 2017, the European Commission issued Recommendation (EU) 2017/84 
on the monitoring of mineral oil hydrocarbons (MOH) in food and in materials and articles 
intended to come into contact with food was adopted.  The recommendation covers the years 
2017-2018 and asks EU Member States to monitor MOH in food and food contact materials.  
The recommendation is that upon detection of mineral oils, further investigations should be 
carried out seek to determine the contamination source.

In accordance with this recommendation, the FSAI arranged for initial monitoring for the 
presence of mineral oil hydrocarbons in food and food packaging material to be incorporated 
in the 2017 National Chemical Monitoring Programme plan.   The analysis will be carried out 
by the HSE’s Public Analyst Laboratory in Dublin.  Currently, a generally accepted analytical 
method for determining the presence of MOH both in foods and packaging is not available.  
The Commission is working on a technical guidance to accompany the recommendation, which 
will be designed to assist Member States in sampling and determination of MOH and allow the 
uniform and consistent application of the recommendation.  Therefore a more extensive pro-
gramme will be implemented in 2018.  Any detection of mineral oils will trigger an investiga-
tion to determine the contamination source.

The EC recommendation does not include awareness rising amongst the food sector.  I am 
advised that the FSAI will examine the need for this when analytical methods are better devel-
oped.

Pesticide Use

14/02/2017WRW04700590. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to whether any Irish food and drink brands were among those 
that tested positive for excessive pesticide residue in the recent European Food Safety Author-
ity survey which included over 83,000 samples; if Irish brands did test positive for excessive 
pesticide residue, if he will release the names of those brands; the measures he has in place to 
ensure that such excessive pesticide residue will not occur in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7373/17]

14/02/2017WRW04800591. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has made representations to the European Food Safety Authority, EFSA, regarding Irish brands 
in the EFSA’s pesticide residue survey; if he requested that the EFSA not disclose information 
on the brands that tested positive for excessive pesticide residue; his views on such non-disclo-
sure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7374/17]

14/02/2017WRW04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 590 and 591 together.

The 2014 European Union Report on Pesticide Residues in Food, which was published in 
October 2016, indicates that 0.4% of samples from Ireland that were analysed as part of the pes-
ticide residue monitoring programmes of all Member States exceeded the Maximum Residue 
Level (MRL).  The MRL exceedance rate for produce from all EU countries was 1.6% and the 
equivalent figure for produce from third countries was 6.5%.  The Irish food commodities that 
exceeded the MRL limit were cabbage, kale and mushrooms. 

MRL’s are set by EU scientific authorities on the basis of residue trials results following the 
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use of a pesticide in accordance with Good Agricultural Practice (GAP).  MRLs always include 
wide safety margins and are well below levels that could have any adverse effect on the health 
of consumers.  When a residue is found above the MRL, the result does not automatically mean 
the levels of residue found are a risk to people’s health.  Therefore, where an MRL is exceeded, 
a consumer risk assessment is conducted.  The results of the assessment is provided to and in-
dependently verified by the FSAI.  The risk assessments indicated that there were no consumer 
intake concerns in respect of Irish produce.  

In the case of Irish produce, investigations to establish the cause of the MRL exceedance are 
carried out by my Department.  The investigations are geared to eliminate abuses in the use of 
pesticides and to ensure that they are not repeated.  Offenders may be prosecuted or subjected 
to a fine.  In addition, produce from the origin concerned is targeted for further sampling and 
analysis.  Producers who were targeted as a result of 2014 exceedances were compliant in 2015. 

The recently introduced Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive also aims to reduce risks to 
human health and the environment through establishing:

- Increased educational/training requirements for pesticide users, advisors and distributors.

- Increased level of record keeping for all sectors in the pesticide use and retail trade.

- Requirement to have pesticide application equipment tested periodically.

- Increased storage requirements at farm and distribution level.

- Promotion of the use of Integrated Pest Management. 

My Department made no representations to the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
regarding data relating to Irish produce or brands published in the 2014 European Union Report 
on Pesticide Residues in Food.  Brand details are not a required field in the data submitted to 
EFSA.  My Department indicated to EFSA that all Irish pesticides residue data submitted to 
EFSA could be made available to the public.

14/02/2017WRX00150Legislative Reviews

14/02/2017WRX00200592. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
review of the Fishery Harbour Centres (Rates and Charges) order 2012 (SI No. 214 of 2012) is 
complete; if it is still intended to introduce a new order in 2017; when statutory consultation is 
likely to take place; the way in which it will be advertised; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7452/17]

14/02/2017WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment owns, manages and maintains the six State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, located at 
Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl.  The Fishery Har-
bour Centres (Rates and Charges) Order 2012 (214 of 2012), which came into effect on the 1st 
July 2012, sets out the fee schedule for the use of the facilities at each of the six Fishery Harbour 
Centres.  Different rates apply according to the type and nature of the vessel, the different use 
made of the facilities by the vessel, the size of the vessel and the quantity, value and species of 
fish landed (where applicable).

The Department is currently undertaking a review of the 2012 order and expects to engage 
in a  Public Consultation on the matter, as required by legislation, later this year. 
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14/02/2017WRX00350Waste Tyre Disposal

14/02/2017WRX00400593. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the tyre industry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6805/17]

14/02/2017WRX00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): A report on the regulation of tyres and waste tyres was published by the then Minister for 
the Environment, Community and Local Government, for a period of public consultation, in 
November 2013.  Sixteen submissions were received, including one from the Environmental 
Protection Agency. All submissions were given careful consideration before the tyres report 
was finalised.

The recommendations contained in the final report are now being implemented.  As part of 
this, the Waste Management (Tyres and Waste Tyres) Regulations 2007 have been reviewed and 
new regulations will be introduced shortly, which will enable me to put in place a full compli-
ance scheme for tyres.  This scheme will be operated, under approval from me, by Repak ELT.  
Under this approval the scheme will be monitored by and be accountable to me.

There is nothing unusual about the designation of a single compliance scheme for a particu-
lar waste stream.  Indeed, the above mentioned report examined this aspect and recommended 
that the tyre market in Ireland is such that only one Producer Organisation would be viable.  
This single compliance model already works in other waste streams for example, farm plastics 
and packaging.

The ending of the self-compliance option was also a recommendation of the report.  The 
self-compliance model in the current regulations is difficult to enforce.  Its removal will ensure 
consistency and provide a level playing field for all tyre operators. 

Under the Waste Management (Tyres and Waste Tyres) Regulations 2007 anyone, includ-
ing any operator from the Irish tyre industry, can apply for approval to operate a compliance 
scheme for tyres.  Any such application would have to take account of the reporting structure 
that is being put in place by the new regulations.  All tyre producers, i.e., all operators placing 
tyres on the Irish market, will be obliged to register and report to a “black box”, which will 
be operated by Producer Register Limited.  An application would also have to indicate how a 
scheme will meet its members’ regulatory obligations.

14/02/2017WRX00550Litter Pollution

14/02/2017WRX00600594. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if Kildare County Council can publish the names of those charged and convicted 
of committing littering offences. [6849/17]

14/02/2017WRX00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Litter Pollution Act, 1997, provides for penalties for litter offences.  These 
range from an on-the-spot fine of €150 to a maximum fine of €3,000 on summary conviction, 
and a maximum fine of €130,000 on conviction on indictment.  The fines for continuing of-
fences are €600 per day for summary offences and €10,000 per day for indictable offences.

There are no provisions within the Act that provide for publishing the names of those charged 
and convicted of committing littering offences.
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14/02/2017WRX00750Fisheries Protection

14/02/2017WRX00800595. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if steps are in place to cease the proliferation of dace fish here. [6852/17]

14/02/2017WRX00900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the state agency responsible for 
the conservation, protection, development and promotion of Ireland’s inland fisheries and sea 
angling resources.

While Dace is considered a valuable angling species by many anglers in certain freshwa-
ters, it is acknowledged that the species can impact brown trout angling and, to a lesser extent, 
salmon angling, in waters where it is present.

The primary approach of IFI in regard to Dace is to prevent its spread outside of systems 
where it is already established in Ireland.  In addition, IFI continue to promote the importance 
of biosecurity to minimise the risk of spreading invasive species, including Dace.  

This is conducted through a range of education and awareness and stakeholder engagement 
initiatives.  As part of  these initiatives, anglers are informed of the risks associated with trans-
ferring Dace and they are advised not to move Dace from systems where it is present to any 
other waters.

Under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations (2011), with 
regard to Dace, a licence is required to breed, reproduce, release or allow or cause to disperse or 
escape from confinement, or for any person who has in his or her possession for sale, or for the 
purposes of breeding, reproduction or propagation, or offers or exposes for sale, transportation, 
distribution, introduction or release of Dace.

14/02/2017WRX00950Waste Tyre Disposal

14/02/2017WRX01000596. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the tyre industry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6941/17]

14/02/2017WRX01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The data published by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) refers to tyres 
which have reached end of life and have been sent for recycling and recovery.

One of the major problems with the current system for tyres is that there is no data avail-
able regarding the overall amount of tyres placed on the market in Ireland and some of the tyre 
industry have been refusing to co-operate and provide such data.

I will shortly be introducing new regulations which will make it mandatory for tyre produc-
ers and retailers to be members of a compliance scheme.  In addition, tyre producers will be 
obliged to register with, and provide information to, Producer Register Limited (PRL).  PRL 
will ensure that all commercially sensitive information is protected by a ‘black box’ struc-
ture, as they currently do for the WEEE scheme.  By introducing these new structures and mak-
ing it mandatory to report tyres being placed on the market, there will be full traceability of the 
movement of tyres within the State for the first time.

In the absence of data in respect of the number of tyres coming onto the market being avail-
able, the tonnage of tyres coming off the market means very little.  The amount of tyres visibly 
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dumped around the countryside would suggest not all tyres are being managed correctly and 
convinces me of the need to introduce the new compliance scheme as soon as possible.

14/02/2017WRX01150Waste Tyre Disposal

14/02/2017WRX01200597. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will address a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6974/17]

14/02/2017WRX01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Repak End of Life Tyres (ELT) was approved by the then Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government to act as a compliance scheme for tyres with effect from 1 
November 2015.  In accordance with the approval granted to Repak ELT they must submit their 
Annual Report and Accounts for 2016 to my Department by 31 May 2017.  The Annual Report 
and Accounts will be made available to their members and published on the Repak ELT website 
(www.repakelt.ie).

14/02/2017WRX01350Waste Tyre Disposal

14/02/2017WRX01400598. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on concerns outlined by the tyre industry regarding the establishment of 
an organisation (details supplied) and the potential problems for the industry when the scheme 
is introduced; if he will engage with representatives from the industry to address these concerns 
directly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7151/17]

14/02/2017WRX01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I am very aware of the concerns of the tyre industry regarding the new structures 
which I am introducing for tyres.  However, the issue of waste tyres in our country needs to be 
met head on.

I have already met with three representative bodies of the tyre industry.  I listened to their 
concerns and I have done my best to address as many of them as possible.  I have also received 
a lot of support during the extensive consultation that has taken place with the industry for the 
introduction of the scheme for operators in the tyre market.

One area of concern to the industry is the issue of market distortion.  Tyres will be a priority 
area for enforcement in 2017 for the Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities and I will 
be asking them to give particular attention to the border regions.

Some of the tyre industry also contend that the formalisation of the existing charge, which 
consumers pay when purchasing a new tyre, will cause a distortion in the market, with non-
compliant operators undercutting compliant ones.  The regulations that I am introducing will 
formalise this fee and ensure that all operators will be required to comply and that the fee will 
be used correctly to support the sound environmental treatment of waste tyres.

The Compliance Scheme will be operated by Repak End of Life Tyres (ELT) with a reg-
istration and reporting role for the Producer Register Limited.  The scheme will carry out all 
regulatory functions on behalf of its members.  All operators will be obliged to provide data on 
the numbers of tyres coming on and off the market.  This will be the first time that there will be 
clarity in this regard.  It will be mandatory for anyone placing tyres on the market in Ireland to 
join the compliance scheme.
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I am convinced that the new structures will address the lack of regulation in this market to 
date and address the occurrences of stockpiles of waste tyres that could have a detrimental ef-
fect on the environment and human health.

14/02/2017WRX01550Fisheries Protection

14/02/2017WRX01600599. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his attention has been drawn to the impact exploration and seismic vessels 
undertaking activities in Irish waters are having on the prawn fisheries in the Porcupine basin 
and on the behaviour of albacore tuna shoals; if his attention has been drawn to the additional 
costs this has caused to fisherman affected; his plans in this regard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7252/17]

14/02/2017WRX01700612. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if an open and transparent environmental consent process has been put in 
place prior to consent being granted to exploration and seismic survey companies to operate in 
Ireland’s maritime jurisdiction that takes into account the impact on fish and prawn species; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7253/17]

14/02/2017WRX01800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to take Questions Nos. 599 and 612 together. 

Applications to my Department for conducting seismic surveys are assessed in accordance 
with the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive which aims to 
ensure that plans, programmes and projects likely to have significant effects on the environment 
are made subject to an environmental assessment, prior to their approval or authorisation. 

The assessment of seismic applications considers, inter alia, the effects of seismic sources 
on adult fish, as well as eggs and larvae based on the information provided in the application 
and additional scientific sources. 

Furthermore, applicants for seismic surveys are required to consult with all fishing repre-
sentative bodies both domestic and international and the contact names and details within these 
bodies are advertised on my Department’s Website.  Submissions received on foot of this con-
sultation form part of the decision making process.

In addition, it should be noted that all permitted seismic surveys are conditioned to engage a 
Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) and to maintain an FLO on the seismic vessel for the duration 
of the survey.

14/02/2017WRX01850Fisheries Protection

14/02/2017WRX01900600. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if there are official salmon counters on the Shannon, Maigue, Mulcair and Fergus 
rivers; if so, the recording frequency and the results from 2006 to date; and if a salmon surplus 
has been recorded in any of these years. [7258/17]

14/02/2017WRX02000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): The primary index for evaluation of likely returning numbers is 
the recorded rod (harvest or catch and release) and commercial catch (if any) averaged over the 
previous 5 years.  Fish counters are particularly useful in cases where rod or commercial data 
is not available.
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I have been informed by Inland Fisheries Ireland that there are salmon counters on all four 
rivers where salmon are counted on a daily basis.  

A counter was installed on the River Maigue at the Adare Manor location in 2013 and no 
salmon surplus has been available since then.  The conservation limit (CL) for the Maigue is 
4,632, which is not being reached.  The counts recorded since 2013 are set out in the following 
table.

The CL for the River Mulcair is 4,214 and is currently reaching 83% of this conservation 
limit.  The river is, therefore, open under catch and release conditions for 2017, having attained 
the minimum 65% of CL required.  The Mulcair was also open under catch and release condi-
tions for 2015 and 2016 but there was no harvestable surplus available in those years.

A counter was installed on the Fergus in 2013 and the counts since then are set out in the 
following table.  The River Fergus has been closed to Salmon angling since 2006.

There are two salmon counters on the Shannon at Ardnacrusha Dam and at Parteen Weir.  
These counters are operated by the ESB, as the fishery owners, and not by IFI.  The average run 
for both counters combined over the past five years is approximately 1,858 salmon.  No surplus 
has been available on the Shannon since 2007.

The Standing Scientific Committee for Salmon averages counter data over the most recent 
5 years to provide scientific advice to underpin management in the following year.  The longest 
series of counter figures is available on the Mulcair going back to 2007, and the table shows 
the salmon counter figures and the salmon surplus available since then.  The table also provides 
counter data for 2014-2016 for the Fergus, and for 2013-2016 for the Maigue.

 Mulcair Mulcair Fergus Maigue
 Counter Salmon surplus Counter Counter
2016 7108 0 785 911
2015 2706 27 1128 1267
2014 3279 645 810 728
2013 4665 1609  1821
2012 2328 1304   
2011 2308 1235   
2010 7090 1479   
2009 5233 1244   
2008 6888 2127   
2007 6891 1349   
2006 6615    

14/02/2017WRX02050Illegal Dumping

14/02/2017WRX02100601. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has any extra funding coming onstream to assist Cavan and Monaghan coun-
ty councils to deal with illegal dumping and fly tipping; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7411/17]

14/02/2017WRX02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 1468 of 17 January 2017; the posi-
tion is unchanged.
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14/02/2017WRX02250Telecommunications Services Provision

14/02/2017WRX02300602. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if his attention has been drawn to the poor mobile telephone coverage 
provided by a company (details supplied) in County Donegal; if this issue was highlighted in 
the recently published report of the mobile telephone and broadband task force; the steps his 
Department will take to ensure service is greatly improved in this region; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6829/17]

14/02/2017WRX02400604. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will contact a company (details supplied) and request it to make considerable 
improvements to network coverage in Rathowen, County Westmeath. [6855/17]

14/02/2017WRX02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 602 and 604 together.

I am critically aware of the frustration currently being experienced across Ireland, where 
mobile networks are not always delivering the services people expect.  Any customer, including 
those in Counties Donegal and Westmeath, who experiences service difficulties should raise the 
matter with the service provider in the first instance.  If this fails to resolve matters, customers 
can and should refer a complaint to the independent regulator of the telecommunications sector, 
the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), which will investigate the service 
provider’s compliance with its contractual obligations.

The provision of telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, is a mat-
ter for the service providers concerned who operate in a fully liberalised market, regulated by 
ComReg.  I do not have a statutory authority to require commercial companies to roll out ser-
vices to particular locations.  However, mobile operators have invested significantly in rolling 
out improved services, following ComReg’s multi-band spectrum auction.  At least one opera-
tor now has in excess of 90% 4G population coverage.  The rate of demand for data services 
has, however, increased by 500% in the last four years and this presents a continuing challenge 
for mobile operators, regulators and policy makers both in Ireland and internationally.

Recognising this challenge, I specifically included in the Programme for Government a 
commitment to a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task force.  In July 2016, I established the 
Task Force together with Minister Humphreys to identify immediate solutions to broadband 
and mobile phone coverage deficits and investigate how better services could be provided to 
consumers prior to the full build and roll-out of the network planned under the National Broad-
band Plan State intervention.  The report of the Task Force was published in December and is 
available on both Departments’ websites.   In producing this report, the Task Force worked with 
Departments, local authorities, ComReg, State agencies, the telecoms industry and other key 
stakeholders.  The report contains 40 actions that will alleviate some of the telecommunications 
deficits across Ireland and the implementation programme on mobile phone and broadband ac-
cess identifies 19 of these actions as areas where immediate and direct action by Departments 
and State agencies can ensure accelerated benefits to consumers.   The work of the Task Force 
will also assist local authorities in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP network once con-
tracts are in place.  In addition, I have signed regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with an 
early 2017 allocation of spectrum in the 3.6 GHz radio spectrum band.  This will provide an 
86% increase in total spectrum available for mobile and fixed wireless services.   In my Depart-
ment’s Estimates for 2017, I have secured an €8 million provision for RTE to allow it to free 
up the 700 MHz spectrum band.  ComReg in turn will make plans to allocate this spectrum to 
provide for significantly enhanced mobile coverage.  The 700 MHz band is particularly suited 
to rural environments where the signal can travel long distances.    These initiatives should as-
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sist in enhancing the quality of mobile phone and data services across Ireland and particularly 
in rural Ireland.   In parallel, the National Broadband Plan aims to deliver high-speed services 
to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland, through private investment and 
a State intervention in areas where commercial investment plans have not been fully demon-
strated.

14/02/2017WRX02550Bord na Móna

14/02/2017WRX02600603. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the possible reduction in the number of jobs in 
Bord na Móna. [6851/17]

14/02/2017WRX02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Bord na Móna is a commercial State company operating under the Turf Develop-
ment Acts 1946 to 1998.  While the matter raised by the Deputy is an operational issue for Bord 
na Móna and not one in which I, as Minister, have any direct function, I have been briefed by 
the management team at Bord na Móna on the company’s strategy which includes the long term 
objective of remaining a major employer, especially in the Midlands region.

To achieve this objective, it is clear that Bord na Móna must confront significant business 
challenges in the context of replacing peat with biomass and also the increasingly competitive 
and challenging environments across all of its business areas.  I have nonetheless been assured 
by the Company that any restructuring in particular businesses will be carried out in tandem 
with a comprehensive process of employee engagement.

  Question No. 604 answered with Question No. 602.

14/02/2017WRX02850Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRX02900605. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the actions his Department is taking to protect against cyber attacks after the NTMA 
website went down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6877/17]

14/02/2017WRX03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): In recent days, the websites of a number of companies and agencies in Ireland were 
defaced, apparently by an activist group.  The level of technical skill required to do this type of 
damage is relatively low, with the tools required to do so available on line.  In these cases, the 
best defence is to ensure that the software running the site is up to date, with the latest software 
patches applied.

The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), in my Department, was informed of the events 
concerning the NTMA site shortly after it occurred, and worked with them to identify the na-
ture of the problem.  The same day, the NCSC issued an advisory notice to all of its constituent 
Departments and Agencies, suggesting measures to reduce the risk of similar incidents on their 
sites.  Also, in the same advisory, the NCSC offered a service to constituents, in which the unit 
would actively scan for similar vulnerabilities on public facing infrastructure, and notify them 
of same.  A number of bodies have taken up this offer, and scans are being instituted on a regular 
basis.

This service is one of an evolving family of services that the NCSC offers to public sector 
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bodies, and the unit is continuing to develop and broaden its offerings with a view to continu-
ally improving the security of the public sector IT infrastructure owned and operated by De-
partments and Agencies.  The NCSC will also be, through the Public Appointments Service, 
launching a recruitment campaign in the coming weeks, both to enable it to further develop 
services for public sector bodies and to begin the process of transposing the EU Network and 
Information Security Directive. 

14/02/2017WRX03050National Broadband Plan Implementation

14/02/2017WRX03100606. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 515 of 22 November 2016, if he will 
provide an update on the stage the procurement element of the national broadband plan is at; if 
he will provide a breakdown of the 750,000 premises to be connected, by residential or busi-
ness and by county, in tabular form; if the county by county roll-out will be carried out by one 
winning tender or a selection of winning tenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[6998/17]

14/02/2017WRX03200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The procurement process to select a company or companies who will roll-out a 
new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area is in train and is being 
intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network, for at least 
25 years of contract and beyond.  Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and to date there 
have been over 300 hours of competitive dialogue.  The timeframe for the procurement contin-
ues to be dependent on a range of factors including the complexities that may be encountered 
by the procurement team and bidders, during the procurement process.

The three bidders have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but 
much higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the commercial roll-out and the State Intervention area.  The areas marked BLUE rep-
resent those areas where commercial providers are either currently delivering or have plans to 
deliver high speed broadband services.  The Department continues to monitor the commercial 
deployment plans in the BLUE area where commercial operators have committed to providing 
services, to ensure that those services are delivered.  The areas marked AMBER on the High 
Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas for the State Intervention.

Information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage across the town-
lands in every county is available on my Department’s website at http://www.dccae.gov.ie/
communications/en-ie/Broadband/Pages/County-and-Townland-Maps.aspx and I will arrange 
for a single summary table to be included at this link with the total number of premises in each 
individual county.  

My Department will shortly update the High Speed Broadband map to finalise the Interven-
tion Area for the Procurement process, taking into account industry investments that have not 
materialised in Blue areas, together with new industry investments within the proposed State 
Intervention Area, along with concrete and credible commitments by industry for further new 
investments within the Intervention Area.

When final tenders have been submitted a winning bidder(s) will be selected for the contract 
which will comprise one or two lots as set out in the NBP Intervention Strategy.
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As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs 
and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network roll-out 
plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the 
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A detailed roll-out plan for 
the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

In the short-term I am working to ensure measures are put in place to assist in the roll-out 
of the NBP State Intervention network once a contract is awarded and to improve mobile phone 
and broadband access in Ireland.   

In this regard, I and Minister Humphreys established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force in July 2016.  The findings of this Taskforce, published in December, recommends practi-
cal actions that can be taken to remove barriers to and improve mobile phone and broadband 
access in Ireland.  The Taskforce report is available at the following link: http://www.dccae.
gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-
Taskforce.aspx. 

Minister Humphreys has established two regional action groups, working with Local Au-
thorities, Local Enterprise Offices and other relevant agencies to unlock barriers to investment 
in mobile and broadband services.  Since July, there has been significant progress made in 
discussions with the key stakeholders including local authority management representation, 
Government Departments and State agencies, as well as interaction with ComReg and telecoms 
operators.

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with an early 2017 auction of the 
3.6GHz radio spectrum band, to provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available for mobile 
and fixed wireless services.  I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to free up the 
700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.  The commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2.5bn in upgrading 
and modernising networks which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile 
telecoms services. 

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country.

14/02/2017WRX03250Bord na Móna

14/02/2017WRX03300607. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the policies his Department is putting in place on the future use of Bord na Móna 
bogs and facilities at Kilberry, County Kildare, and Coolnamona, County Laois. [7153/17]

14/02/2017WRX03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Bord na Móna is a commercial State company operating under the Turf Develop-
ment Acts 1946 to 1998.  The matters raised are operational in nature and not ones in which I, 
as Minister, have any function. 

14/02/2017WRX03450National Broadband Plan Implementation
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14/02/2017WRX03500608. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when a property (details supplied) will receive an Internet connection under the 
national broadband plan or otherwise. [7160/17]

14/02/2017WRX03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to 
every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government 
commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a 
combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State interven-
tion in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:  

- The areas marked BLUE on the High Speed Broadband Map represent those areas where 
commercial telecommunications providers are either currently delivering or have previously 
indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process. 

Individuals can check whether their premises are in a BLUE or an AMBER area by access-
ing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode. 

The Eircode referred to by the Deputy falls within an AMBER area and will there be in-
cluded In the State Intervention procurement process under the NBP.

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  My Department will 
shortly update the High Speed Broadband map to finalise the Intervention Area for the Procure-
ment process, taking into account industry investments that have not materialised in Blue areas, 
together with new industry investments within the proposed State Intervention Area, along 
with concrete and credible commitments by industry for further new investments within the 
Intervention Area.

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  This provides for a future proofed 
solution for the 25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
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procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to roll out a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP. 

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs 
and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network roll-out 
plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the 
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A detailed roll-out plan for 
the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded. 

In this regard, I and Minister Humphreys established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force in July 2016.  The findings of this Taskforce recommends practical actions that can be 
taken to remove barriers to and improve mobile phone and broadband access in Ireland.  The 
Taskforce report is available at the following link: http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/
en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx. 

Minister Humphreys has established two regional action groups, working with Local Au-
thorities, Local Enterprise Offices and other relevant agencies to unlock barriers to investment 
in mobile and broadband services.  Since July, there has been significant progress made in 
discussions with the key stakeholders including local authority management representation, 
Government Departments and State agencies, as well as interaction with ComReg and telecoms 
operators.

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with the allocation of spectrum in 
the 3.6GHz band, in early 2017.  This will provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available 
for mobile and fixed wireless services.  I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to 
free up the 700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country.

14/02/2017WRX03650National Broadband Plan Implementation

14/02/2017WRX03700609. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when broadband will be supplied to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7167/17]

14/02/2017WRX03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to 
every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government 
commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a 
combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State interven-
tion in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.
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Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:  

- The areas marked BLUE on the High Speed Broadband Map represent those areas where 
commercial telecommunications providers are either currently delivering or have previously 
indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process. 

Individuals can check whether their premises are in a BLUE or an AMBER area by access-
ing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode. 

The Map shows that the townland of Knockaroe, Co Laois falls within an AMBER area and 
will be included In the State Intervention procurement process under the NBP.

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  My Department will 
shortly update the High Speed Broadband map to finalise the Intervention Area for the Procure-
ment process, taking into account industry investments that have not materialised in Blue areas, 
together with new industry investments within the proposed State Intervention Area, along 
with concrete and credible commitments by industry for further new investments within the 
Intervention Area.

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  This provides for a future proofed 
solution for the 25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to roll out a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP. 

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs 
and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network roll-out 
plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the 
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A detailed roll-out plan for 
the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded.

In this regard, I and Minister Humphreys established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force in July 2016.  The findings of this Taskforce recommends practical actions that can be 
taken to remove barriers to and improve mobile phone and broadband access in Ireland.  The 
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Taskforce report is available at the following link: http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/
en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx. 

Minister Humphreys has established two regional action groups, working with Local Au-
thorities, Local Enterprise Offices and other relevant agencies to unlock barriers to investment 
in mobile and broadband services.  Since July, there has been significant progress made in 
discussions with the key stakeholders including local authority management representation, 
Government Departments and State agencies, as well as interaction with ComReg and telecoms 
operators.

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with the allocation of spectrum in 
the 3.6GHz band, in early 2017.  This will provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available 
for mobile and fixed wireless services.  I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to 
free up the 700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country.

14/02/2017WRX03850National Broadband Plan Implementation

14/02/2017WRX03900610. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to ensure the national broadband scheme will be rolled out in 
as short and tight a timeframe as possible once awarded; the expected timeframe involved; the 
penalties that will apply for non-compliance with the timeframes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7169/17]

14/02/2017WRX04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to all 
households, schools and businesses in Ireland.  The Programme for Government commits to the 
delivery of the NBP as a priority.  This is being achieved through a combination of commercial 
investment by the telecommunications sector and a State Intervention.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband of a mini-
mum of 30 Megabits per second  from commercial service providers and investment by the 
telecoms sector is continuing to expand this footprint. 

The formal procurement process in is train to select a company or companies who will 
roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area and is being 
intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network, for at least 
25 years of the contract and beyond.  

Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and to date there have been over 300 hours of 
competitive dialogue and a draft contract has been issued.  The draft contract makes provision 
for a series of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) associated with delivery and operational per-
formance of the network for the duration of the contract.  Non-performance against these KPIs 
will attract financial penalties.  I do not intend to publish any further information relevant to the 
procurement process at this stage.

My Department will shortly update the High Speed Broadband map and finalise this Inter-
vention Area to give certainty to the Procurement Process, taking into account industry invest-
ments that have not materialised in Blue areas, together with new industry investments within 
the proposed State Intervention Area, along with concrete and credible commitments by indus-
try for further new investments within the Intervention Area.
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The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.

14/02/2017WRX04050Waste Disposal

14/02/2017WRX04100611. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the policy of the Government concerning commercial incineration; his views 
on two recent European Union reports (details supplied) relevant to this issue; the steps the 
Government plans to take in response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7227/17]

14/02/2017WRX04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My role as Minister is to provide a comprehensive legislative and policy frame-
work through which the relevant regulatory bodies, such as local authorities and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, operate.

Taking account of our traditional reliance on landfill and the fact that the National Waste 
Report from 2012 indicates that almost 58% of our municipal waste recovered is exported for 
recovery, Government policy, set out in A Resource Opportunity, acknowledges very clearly 
that Ireland requires an adequate network of quality waste treatment facilities.  Over-reliance 
on the export of waste not only means we forgo exploiting the resource contained in our waste, 
it also makes the State very vulnerable in terms of our ability to manage our waste, which in 
turn can lead to landfill capacity issues such as those which arose last year when emergency 
measures were required to make additional landfill available.

In that context, notwithstanding the progress made and the continued emphasis placed on 
prevention and recycling, energy recovery, including anaerobic digestion, co-incineration in ce-
ment kilns and waste to energy have a role to play both in terms of delivery of the Government’s 
waste policy objectives and meeting our obligations under the EU Waste Framework, Landfill 
and Renewable Energy Directives. 

In line with the provisions of the Waste Management Act 1996, the preparation and adoption 
of a waste management plan, including in respect of infrastructure provision, is the statutory 
responsibility of the local authority or authorities concerned. 

I am aware of the reports referred to in the question and would like to take this opportunity 
to highlight the fact that the three Waste Management Plans made in May 2015 fully reflect 
national and EU waste management policy in terms of the application of the waste hierarchy, in 
exploiting waste as a resource and in reducing the disposal of waste at landfill.

  Question No. 612 answered with Question No. 599.

14/02/2017WRX04350Offshore Exploration Licences

14/02/2017WRX04400613. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if Directive 2013/30/EU on offshore safety has been transposed into law; the 
way in which this is applied to applications for offshore exploration activity and protection of 
marine stocks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7254/17]

14/02/2017WRX04500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): EU Directive 2013/30/EU on safety of offshore oil and gas 
operations has been transposed into Irish law via the Petroleum (Exploration and Extraction) 
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Safety Act, 2015.

Section 22(2) of this Act inserts a new section 9A into the Petroleum and Other Minerals 
Development Act, 1960.  Section 9A(2) (a)(i) provides that the cost of degradation of the ma-
rine environment under the European Communities (Marine Strategy Framework) Regulations, 
2011 (S.I. No. 249 of 2011) must be considered by the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment in carrying out an assessment as to whether to grant a petroleum li-
cence.

In accordance with the legislation, this element of the Minister’s assessment is required to 
be carried out in the context of a potential major environmental hazard.

14/02/2017WRX04550Better Energy Communities Programme

14/02/2017WRX04600614. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if grant aid is available to install solar panels in a local authority estate (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7280/17]

14/02/2017WRX04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government is pri-
marily responsible for the upgrade of the Local Authority housing stock.  Under his Depart-
ment’s Social Housing Investment Programme, local authorities are allocated capital funding 
each year in respect of a range of measures to improve the standard and overall quality of their 
social housing stock.

The Better Energy Communities Programme (BEC), operated by the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland on behalf of my Department, is also open to applications that include local 
authority houses.  Under this scheme, community based partnerships can apply for funding to 
upgrade the energy performance of a range of homes, community facilities and businesses in a 
local community. 

As well as standard energy efficiency measures, renewable technologies such as solar pan-
els are supported under this scheme and the scheme has supported some 300 community energy 
projects over the last five years throughout the country.  This has seen more than 15,000 homes 
and hundreds of community, private and public buildings receive energy upgrades, supporting 
several hundred jobs each year.

There is €30 million available in grant supports for community energy projects under the 
2017 BEC scheme.  The closing date for applications is 17th February.  For more information 
on the BEC Scheme and to find a copy of the application form please click here http://www.
seai.ie/Grants/Better_Energy_Communities/.

14/02/2017WRX04750Legislative Measures

14/02/2017WRX04800615. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will implement the recommendations of the Law Reform Commission on 
the dissemination of abusive material on social media sites and online abuse; if he proposes to 
appoint a digital safety commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7417/17]

14/02/2017WRX04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Law Reform Commission Report on Harmful Communications and Digital 
Safety, which was published in September 2016, recommends the reform of Criminal Law in 
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relation to a number of issues that arise in the context of society’s growing use of online com-
munications, include the posting of online intimate images without consent, cyber-bullying, 
online harassment and stalking, and new types of voyeurism.

In December, the Minister for Justice and Equality announced that her Department would 
draft the heads of a Bill aimed at dealing with these issues, along the lines of the draft legislation 
contained in the LRC’s report.

The report also proposes the establishment of a Digital Safety Commissioner to promote 
digital safety and oversee efficient take-down procedures to ensure that harmful communica-
tions can be removed as quickly as possible from social media sites. 

In this regard, I intend to meet with my colleagues, the Minister for Justice and Equality 
and the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, to progress the Report’s proposal to establish a 
Digital Safety Commissioner.

14/02/2017WRX04950Fisheries Protection

14/02/2017WRX05000616. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to reports that invasive fish species are to be intro-
duced in various rivers and lakes; if this poses a threat to angling; his views on this situation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7435/17]

14/02/2017WRX05100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the State agency responsible for 
the conservation, protection, development and promotion of Ireland’s inland fisheries and sea 
angling resources.

I assume that the Deputy is referring to a recent post on social media expressing concern 
about a rumoured deliberate release of a non-native fish species.  I have been informed by IFI 
that they contacted the person who conveyed the concern, and no additional information was 
provided to corroborate the post or render it a plausible threat.  My Department and IFI take 
any credible reports relating to the introduction of non-native fish species very seriously as the 
introduction of such fish species could impact our native fish stocks.

IFI personnel based in the Western River Basin District, where the waters referred to in the 
post are located, continue to be vigilant regarding any identified risk and will respond immedi-
ately to any suspicious activity which can be reported on its 24 confidential hotline - 1890 34 
74 24 or 1890 FISH 24. 

However, in the absence of any credible information to support the assertions in the social 
media post, it would be premature to take any protection action, outside of increased vigi-
lance, or to request increased security checks at entry points to the State. 

I can confirm that the National Parks & Wildlife Service Biodiversity Unit is also aware of 
the report and has forwarded it to Waterways Ireland to ensure comprehensive distribution by 
all relevant agencies.

14/02/2017WRY00200Passport Controls

14/02/2017WRY00300617. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
put in place US border preclearance at Cork Airport as is in place at both Shannon and Dublin 
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airports. [7265/17]

14/02/2017WRY00400645. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
put in place a US border preclearance at Cork airport as is in place at both Shannon and Dublin 
airports. [7267/17]

14/02/2017WRY00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 617 and 645 together.

There are no plans to put in place a US Preclearance facility at Cork Airport.  There is no 
business case for such a facility.

14/02/2017WRY00600Sports Funding

14/02/2017WRY00700618. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport the status of funding for a boxing centre of excellence in Knocknaheeny, County Cork, to 
which his Department committed. [6661/17]

14/02/2017WRY00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I understand that Cork County Boxing Board is interested in developing a box-
ing headquarters and centre of excellence in Knocknaheeny.  The rules of the Sports Capital 
Programme seek to ensure the efficient and effective allocation of public moneys towards the 
development of sporting infrastructure throughout Ireland.  Any proposal from the Cork County 
Boxing Board would need to abide by those rules, e.g. it would need to comply with the re-
quirements regarding ownership of the proposed site, funding required, planning permission 
etc.  My officials are available to advise on how best to advance any proposal that the Cork 
County Boxing Board may wish to put forward.

In relation to sports capital projects generally, as the Deputy will be aware, on 21 December 
last, Minister Ross and I announced that €30m is being made available under the 2017 Sports 
Capital Programme to develop sports infrastructure around the country.

Applications are being accepted on my Department’s dedicated online applications site 
(www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie) until the 24 February, 2017.  The guide to making an appli-
cation is also available on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie.

14/02/2017WRY00900Driver Licences

14/02/2017WRY01000619. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he plans to introduce legislation to ensure that drivers inform the Road Safety Authority of 
a change of address, along the lines of the UK’s legislation which fines drivers £1,000 for not 
informing the DVLA of their change of address; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6670/17]

14/02/2017WRY01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Currently, those 
applying for an Irish driving licence or learner permit are required to submit documentation 
to prove identity, address and PPSN to the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS).  The 
NDLS can issue a replacement licence where a person wishes to have their licence updated due 
to a change of address for a fee of €35.

Although I have no immediate plans to change our legislation in this regard, I will consider 
making it mandatory for drivers to advise the RSA of a change of address free of charge, along the 



Questions - Written Answers

446

lines of the legislation in the UK, in the context of future road traffic legislation.

14/02/2017WRY01200Road Network

14/02/2017WRY01300620. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
make funds available from his Department to Transport Infrastructure Ireland to sanction works 
at Reen Cross, N70 and L11602 at Caherdaniel, County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6699/17]

14/02/2017WRY01400624. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide funds to sanction urgent safety measure works to be carried out at Reen Cross, N70 and 
L11602 at Caherdaniel, County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6799/17]

14/02/2017WRY01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 620 and 624 together.

While I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads 
programme, the construction, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads, is a 
matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned. 

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/02/2017WRY01600Transport Infrastructure Provision

14/02/2017WRY01700621. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has had 
any discussions or meetings with investors with a view to his Department or a body under its 
aegis co-financing transport investment projects under the European Fund for Strategic Invest-
ment. [6737/17]

14/02/2017WRY01800622. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the advice 
he has received from his Department on the ability to increase the scope of capital expenditure 
on critical transport infrastructure by contributing towards the financing of specific projects via 
co-finance or financial guarantees under the European Fund for Strategic Investment. [6738/17]

14/02/2017WRY01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 621 and 622 together.

I and my officials encourage Irish organisations in the transport sector including agencies 
under my remit, to avail of all EU Co-funding and financial assistance available including EFSI. 

In December 2015, officials from the EIB and European Commission as well as the Inno-
vation and Executives Agency (INEA) were invited by my Department to give an Information 
Session to Irish organisations in the transport sector including agencies under the remit of the 
Department.  At this Information Session, funding options for transport projects were presented 
including options regarding the Connecting Europe Facility, EIB and EFSI.  The Department 
also arranged as part of the event for a number of bi-lateral introductory meetings between EIB 
and INEA and transport companies and agencies. 

Earlier this month and based on recommendations from my Department, I gave letters of 
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support to a number of Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) projects put forward for direct EU 
grant provision in the fields of Single European Skies Air Traffic Management Research (SES-
AR), Motorways of the Sea and Intelligent Transport Systems for Roads.  With the support of 
my Department, a number of State ports and other State bodies under the Department’s respon-
sibility have applied for and are receiving CEF grants to bring forward transport projects that 
address critical bottlenecks and capacity constraints in transport infrastructure.

There is presently a CEF Blending call open which consists of blending CEF direct grant 
provisions with financial instruments and packages from the EIB including EFSI.  This call has 
been brought to the attention of all relevant organisations under the remit of my Department by 
my officials.

14/02/2017WRY02000Aviation Industry Regulations

14/02/2017WRY02100623. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn by the Irish Aviation Authority to an airline’s application (details supplied) 
for an Irish air operator certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6794/17]

14/02/2017WRY02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In order for an Irish 
airline to be involved in commercial air transport it must be the holder of a valid Air Opera-
tor Certificate (AOC) issued by the Irish Aviation Authority and a valid Air Carrier Operating 
Licence (ACOL) issued by the Commission for Aviation Regulation.  These are both issued on 
the basis of EU aviation law, under which any European operator has the right to apply to be 
licensed in any Member State or several member States if it so wishes.

To obtain an AOC and ACOL an operator must complete a thorough process to satisfy the 
authorities that the operator is competent to secure the safe operation of aircraft.  An AOC is is-
sued by the Irish Aviation Authority when the aircraft operator meets a number of requirements, 
which includes a comprehensive check of their safety standards.

An ACOL is issued by the Commission for Aviation Regulation to aircraft operators who 
have their principal place of business in Ireland and when they meet a number of other require-
ments, such as obtaining the above mentioned AOC from the IAA, satisfactory insurance cover 
and financial fitness.  The IAA and CAR liaise closely in relation to any such applications.

On 1 February last SAS announced its intention to apply for an Irish AOC.  I am informed 
that the IAA and CAR have met with representatives of the company and that any application 
is likely to take several months to process.

  Question No. 624 answered with Question No. 620.

14/02/2017WRY02400Tourism Funding

14/02/2017WRY02500625. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding that was allocated to the Carlow-Kilkenny constituency for tourism and 
hospitality skills training in 2015 and 2016 by his Department. [6820/17]

14/02/2017WRY02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Department of Education and Skills has overall lead responsibility for skills 
development policy generally across all sectors, including hospitality and tourism, and over-
sees the bulk of training provided nationally, channelling funding through its agency SOLAS 
for further education and through the Higher Education Authority (HEA) for higher education.
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A limited number of complementary tourism-related business development and training 
supports are provided by Fáilte Ireland, in line with its responsibility for encouraging, promot-
ing and supporting tourism as a leading indigenous component of the Irish economy.

As this is an operational matter for the Board and management of Fáilte Ireland, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question on to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply in regard to the specific funding 
information sought.  Please contact my private office if a response is not received within ten 
working days.

14/02/2017WRY02700Railway Stations Upgrade

14/02/2017WRY02800626. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will make an improvement to the facilities available to commuting rail passengers in stations in 
Dublin such as increased number of toilet facilities, retail facilities, modernisation of trains and 
other improvements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6866/17]

14/02/2017WRY02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  However, I am not responsible for, or involved in, the day-to-day operations 
of Iarnród Éireann’s services, they are a matter for the company itself.

Therefore, I have forwarded your letter to Iarnród Éireann for a more detailed reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/02/2017WRY03000Sports Funding

14/02/2017WRY03100627. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the de-
tails of the Government eligible expenses scheme as it relates to the sports division of his De-
partment; when it was initiated; the amount of money available for this scheme in both 2016 
and 2017 respectively; the details of the qualifying organisations and persons; the amount of 
money allocated to each of them in 2016; the proposed allocations for 2017; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6872/17]

14/02/2017WRY03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The only funding provided directly by the Sports Division of my Department to 
clubs and organisations is through the Sports Capital Programme.  Details of all previous allo-
cations under the Sports Capital Programme are available on my Department’s website.

On 21 December last, Minister Ross and I announced that €30m is being made available 
under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme to develop sports infrastructure around the country.  
Applications are being accepted on my Department’s dedicated online applications site (www.
sportscapitalprogramme.ie) until the 24 February, 2017.  The guide to making an application is 
also available on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie.  I expect that allocations under this round 
will be made later this year.

14/02/2017WRY03300Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRY03400628. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the actions his 
Department is taking to protect against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was temporarily 
down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [6889/17]

14/02/2017WRY03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  My Department is 
currently reviewing the websites under its remit for exposure to similar vulnerabilities.  Cyber-
security is considered very important in my Department and is regularly reviewed as a matter 
of course.  We are in regular contact with the National Cyber Security Centre in relation to 
cybersecurity issues.

14/02/2017WRY03600Road Safety

14/02/2017WRY03700629. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
recent spate of accidents on the M18 between Crusheen and Gort is solely caused by speeding 
drivers through localised hail showers or if there are any design, construction or maintenance 
issues which may be responsible for recurring problems on this stretch of motorway; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6956/17]

14/02/2017WRY03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  This is entirely a 
matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII).  I am forwarding the question to that agency 
for direct reply.  If you do not hear from TII within 10 working days please contact my office.

14/02/2017WRY03900Rail Network Safety

14/02/2017WRY04000630. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the person 
who controls and manages the warning sign fail on approach to a level crossing; if it is a mem-
ber of Irish Rail staff; and if that person is insured in the event of an accident that they may 
cause on Irish Rail property or if it is a matter for An Garda Síochána or the local authority. 
[6958/17]

14/02/2017WRY04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

14/02/2017WRY04200Railway Stations Upgrade

14/02/2017WRY04300631. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
are any proposals or plans in place to install cameras and monitors at Mullingar train station. 
[6959/17]

14/02/2017WRY04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten work-
ing days.

14/02/2017WRY04500Rail Services Staff

14/02/2017WRY04600632. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a station 
operative can be transferred from Mullingar. [6960/17]
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14/02/2017WRY04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

14/02/2017WRY04800Road Projects

14/02/2017WRY04900633. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
request for funding for the design of a new replacement bridge at a location (details supplied) 
in County Donegal has been received from the roads central services; if so, when a decision in 
respect of same is expected to be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6982/17]

14/02/2017WRY05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory function of each road authority 
in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads 
are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented 
by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of projects to be funded is also a 
matter for the local authority.

My Department has not received an application from Donegal County Council for fund-
ing for the design of new replacement bridge at Logues Bridge, Glenfin Road, Ballybofey, Co 
Donegal.

My Department initiated a regional road bridge inspection programme in 2011 to assess the 
condition of bridges on the network and this has been followed up with a Bridge Rehabilitation 
Grant programme.  Under the Bridge Rehabilitation Grant scheme local authorities submit a 
list of bridges in order of priority for consideration for funding.  Within the constraints of the 
overall roads budget, allocations are made to local authorities for remedial bridge works.

Given the current spending constraints it is the Department’s policy when grant applications 
are received from local authorities for bridge improvement works to prioritise rehabilitation 
works over widening projects and proposed new bridges.

14/02/2017WRY05100Olympic Games Ticketing Arrangements

14/02/2017WRY05200634. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 527 of 22 November 2016, if he will provide a further up-
date in relation to the non-statutory inquiry to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
distribution of tickets for the Rio Olympic Games and related matters; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7002/17]

14/02/2017WRY05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  At the request of 
Judge Carroll Moran, an extension to end March 2017 has been granted for the completion of 
this Inquiry.  No interim report has been received and none is expected in advance of the ex-
pected presentation of the final report at end March 2017.  Subject to consideration of any legal 
issues arising, it is envisaged that the report will be published shortly thereafter.

14/02/2017WRY05400Brexit Issues

14/02/2017WRY05500635. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
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plans to enforce the Road Traffic Act 2016, which gives effect to an agreement with the UK on 
mutual recognition of driver disqualifications which was signed in October 2015, in view of 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7084/17]

14/02/2017WRY05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Mutual recognition of 
driving disqualifications is on target to be put in place between Ireland and the UK within the 
coming months once the necessary administrative arrangements between Ireland and the UK 
have been put in place.

I do not believe that Brexit will have any effect on this arrangement.  The European Com-
mission previously confirmed that Ireland was free to negotiate a bilateral agreement with the 
UK regarding Mutual recognition of driving disqualifications and Brexit should not have any 
effect on the proposed new arrangement.

14/02/2017WRY05700Cycling Policy

14/02/2017WRY05800636. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on whether the Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 
2012 (S.I. 332 of 2012) were to make cycle tracks non-mandatory except for contraflow tracks 
and tracks in pedestrianised areas, in view of the fact that the regulations do not provide for this; 
if he will update the regulations as a matter of urgency (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7094/17]

14/02/2017WRY05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The  intention of the 
current legislation Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2012 
(S.I. 332of 2012) was to make cycle tracks non-mandatory except for contraflow tracks and 
tracks in pedestrianised areas.  However, this is not what the Regulations, as drafted, provide 
for.  Officials in my Department have sought the views of the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and 
An Garda Síochána with regard to the Regulations and to the use of cycle tracks by cyclists.

The RSA is currently undertaking a study on the mandatory use of cycle tracks.  The results 
of this study are expected by the end of March.  Based on the outcome of this study and tak-
ing into account the views of stakeholders, appropriate amendments to the Regulations will be 
made as soon as is possible thereafter.

14/02/2017WRY06000Commencement of Legislation

14/02/2017WRY06100637. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the Acts 
currently in force for which he has lead responsibility that have parts or sections yet to be for-
mally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7095/17]

14/02/2017WRY06200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I refer the Deputy to 
Dail question 341 of the 2nd February 2017.  The position remains the same.

14/02/2017WRY06300Commencement of Legislation

14/02/2017WRY06400638. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if section 
17(22) of the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 (details supplied) has been commenced; 
if not, the reason; and his plans to establish the Dublin transport authority advisory council. 
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[7096/17]

14/02/2017WRY06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Section 17 of the 
Dublin Authority Act 2008 provides for the establishment of the Dublin Transport Authority 
Advisory Council and sets out the composition of that council and other related matters.  Sec-
tion 18 of the Act then goes on to set out the functions of the Council.

Section 17(22) states that the Minister shall by Order appoint a day to be the “appointed 
day” for the purposes of the section as a whole.  The “appointed day” is the day upon which the 
Council is established.  No such Order under section 17(22) has been made and the Council has 
never been established.

The Deputy will be aware that the 2008 Act provided for a Dublin Transport Authority, but 
that in 2009 the Public Transport Regulation Act recast the Authority as a National Transport 
Authority (NTA).  However, section 17 is still constructed as if the Council is to advise a spe-
cifically Dublin-only Authority.  Therefore, I believe that serious consideration is required as 
to how best to reflect the, now, national responsibilities of the NTA in the composition of any 
such Advisory Council.

Furthermore, the Deputy will be aware of the recent launch of the consultation process 
on the development of a new National Planning Framework.  One theme in the consultation 
document is an identified need to better integrate regional transport and land-use planning poli-
cies; in this regard, the document references the current approach in the Greater Dublin Area 
(GDA) which requires mutual consistency between the NTA’s regional transport strategy and 
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.  Depending on the overall approach adopted by 
the National Planning Framework on this issue of better integration between land-use planning 
and transport planning, there may well be a need to expand upon the NTA’s legal powers in 
relation to land-use planning outside the GDA, which would again require careful consideration 
of how best to ensure that any Advisory Council reflects the full range of relevant stakeholders.

On the basis of the above, I think it best to await the development of the National Planning 
Framework to ensure that its recommendations can be reflected in both the composition of any 
future NTA Advisory Council and its functions.

14/02/2017WRY06600Road Improvement Schemes

14/02/2017WRY06700639. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to upgrade routes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7111/17]

14/02/2017WRY06800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads (including the R194 from Virginia to the Oldcastle 
Road and the R194 from Virginia to Granard Co. Longford) is the statutory responsibility of the 
relevant local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  
Works on those roads are funded from the local authority’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter 
for the local authority.

I announced the 2017 regional and local road allocations on 24 January and Cavan County 
Council has been allocated €9.1m, including €90,000 in respect of safety improvement works 
on the R194 at Ballyjamesduff.  Longford County Council was allocated €6.1m for regional and 
local roads in 2017 including €40,000 for safety improvement works on the R194 at Spring-
town.
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It is matter for the local authority to select, prioritise, agree and progress its roads pro-
gramme for the year and the purpose of Exchequer funding is to supplement the own resources 
of local authorities, not to meet the full costs of schemes.  All funding for 2017 has now been 
allocated.

14/02/2017WRY06900Sports Capital Programme

14/02/2017WRY07000640. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding applied for by, and granted to, a stadium (details supplied) for each of the 
years 2015 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the purpose of same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7144/17]

14/02/2017WRY07100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Under the 2015 Sports Capital Programme (SCP), Thomond Park Stadium 
Company Ltd applied for funding of €173,856 towards the cost of floodlighting and ball stop 
netting and were provisionally allocated a grant of €141,876 towards floodlighting.  There was 
no round of the SCP in 2016.  As the Deputy will be aware, on 21 December last, Minister Ross 
and I announced that €30m is being made available under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme 
to develop sports infrastructure around the country.  Applications are being accepted on my 
Department’s dedicated online applications site (www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie) until the 24 
February, 2017.  The guide to making an application is also available on www.sportscapitalpro-
gramme.ie.

14/02/2017WRY07200Public Procurement Contracts

14/02/2017WRY07300641. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that an Irish Rail employee hired private investigators 
regarding the suspected theft of copper cable from the rail line in the Killiney and Shankill areas 
in 2015; the procedures and procurement rules he has relating to the awarding by Irish Rail of 
such surveillance contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7180/17]

14/02/2017WRY07400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

14/02/2017WRZ00200Ministerial Responsibilities

14/02/2017WRZ00300642. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
this Deputy’s request at a recent committee meeting on sport, if he will outline the delegated 
functions to the Minister of State in his Department.  [7222/17]

14/02/2017WRZ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  There has been no 
statutory delegation of functions to Minister of State O’Donovan.  The Minister of State was al-
located general responsibility for sport, with a particular focus on:

- the Sports Capital Programme;

- the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme;
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- engagement with Sport Ireland, National Governing Bodies and Local Sports Partnerships 
in relation to

(a) promoting participation in sport, recreation and physical activity and

(b) the promotion of high performance sport;

- oversight of the National Sports Campus; and

- engagement with the institutions of the European Union on sport matters, including at-
tendance at the Council of Ministers when significant sports issues are to be discussed and at-
tendance by a Minister is required.

Minister of State O’Donovan was also allocated general responsibility for domestic tour-
ism, with a particular focus on:

- development of tourism product;

- domestic tourism marketing;

- Tourism generating events including festivals, sports, business, and cultural tourism.

In addition to these functions, it was agreed that Minister of State O’Donovan will support 
me in relation to:

- Oireachtas business;

- international commitments;

- attendance at public events; and

- other matters as may be required by Minister Ross.

14/02/2017WRZ00500Tax Code

14/02/2017WRZ00600643. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
confirm his commitment during his speech at the National Tourism Awards on 3 February 2017 
to reduce the 9% VAT rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7223/17]

14/02/2017WRZ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Taxation and fiscal 
policy are the responsiblity of my colleague, the Minister for Finance, and decisions on tax rates 
are a matter for him.

The 9% VAT rate, taken together with other favourable factors, have had positive impacts on 
the tourism and hospitality sector.  The 9% VAT rate enhances the competitivenss of the tour-
ism and hospitality sector in Ireland which in turn facilitates (i) the creation of employment, 
(ii) savings for the Exchequer in Social Welfare costs and (iii) Exchequer gains in additional 
income tax.

14/02/2017WRZ00800Sports Capital Programme

14/02/2017WRZ00900644. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of application workshops which were held to help groups applying for sports capital grants; 
the counties in which these were held and when; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[7266/17]

14/02/2017WRZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): On 21 December last, I, along with Minister Ross, announced that €30m is being 
made available under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme.  The application process opened on 
23 January and will remain open until the 24 February.

For the 2017 Sports Capital Programme my Department has introduced a number of innova-
tions to try to reduce the proportion of invalid applications submitted.  These include:

- The application form has been simplified and reduced from 14 pages to 6;

- There is more online validation of application information to prompt users to provide the 
correct information;

- A relaxation in the requirements for applicants to provide supporting documentation espe-
cially around quotations and planning permission.

My Department has also produced a comprehensive written and video guide, both of which 
are available on my Department’s website.  Finally, my Department arranged seven regional 
workshops to guide organisations through the application process.  The details of the work-
shops are set out in the following table.

Location Facility Date Time
Limerick Thomond Park Monday, 06/02/2017 7-9pm
Athlone Athlone Institute of 

Technology
Tuesday, 07/02/2017 7-9pm

Dublin/ National 
Sports Campus

National Sports 
Campus

Wednesday, 
08/02/2017

1st session 6.00-
7.30pm and 2nd ses-
sion .00-9.30pm

Cork Cork Constitution Friday, 10/02/2017 7-9pm
Sligo Sligo Regional 

Sports Centre
Monday, 13/02/2017 7pm-9pm

Dublin/ Aviva Sta-
dium

Aviva Stadium Tuesday 14/02/2017 7-9pm

It was not possible to hold a workshop in every county but it is intended that venues for 
workshops for future rounds of the programme will be varied to give a geographical spread.

Question No. 645 answered with Question No. 617.

14/02/2017WRZ01200Motor Insurance

14/02/2017WRZ01300646. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
this Deputy will recieve a detailed reply to an issue referred to his Department on 7 September 
2016 (details supplied); the reason for the delay in this matter; the amount of correspondence 
received by his Department before this date generally that has not been replied to; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7315/17]

14/02/2017WRZ01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A final reply has now 
issued to the Deputy in relation to the issue raised.  The delay was due to the very significant 
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workload within the Road Safety Division of my Department including work related to the Cost 
of Insurance Working Group and its subgroups.

The Deputy’s correspondence related to a person who did not have Irish or EU residency, 
but maintains a holiday home and car in Ireland, and spends a few months of the year in Ireland 
who has experienced difficulty in insuring his car here.

My Department raised the particular issue with the Department of Finance last month, fol-
lowing the publication of the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance.  The Department of Fi-
nance have noted the broad issue as one which is appropriate for their discussions with the in-
surance industry and Insurance Ireland in particular over the coming months regarding relevant 
actions in the Report for which Department of Finance have lead responsibility concerning 
motor insurance for persons coming to and returning to Ireland from abroad.

The Deputy will also be aware that there is a Declined Cases Agreement mechanism, which 
is used  where a person has been refused motor insurance by a number of insurers.  Under the 
Central Bank’s ‘General Good Requirements for Insurance and Reinsurance Undertakings’, all 
motor insurers operating in the State must abide by the Declined Cases Agreement.  If a per-
son is unable to obtain a quotation for motor insurance, they should contact Insurance Ireland, 
5 Harbourmaster Place, IFSC, Dublin 1, DO1 E7E8 quoting the Declined Cases Agreement 
email: declined@insuranceireland.eu Tel: 01 676 1914.  The Declined Cases Committee of 
Insurance Ireland deals with any cases of difficulty in obtaining motor insurance.

14/02/2017WRZ01500Road Safety

14/02/2017WRZ01600647. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to implement a crash barrier on a route (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7408/17]

14/02/2017WRZ01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and maintenance of individual road projects 
(including the N3 at the townsland of Knockanoark, Co. Cavan) is a matter for the Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned. 

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within ten working days. 

14/02/2017WRZ01800Road Projects

14/02/2017WRZ01900648. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the road 
infrastructure projects undertaken in the Dublin region since 2011; the amount expended on 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7419/17]

14/02/2017WRZ02000651. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the new 
capital infrastructure road projects planned for the Dublin region in 2017; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7426/17]
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14/02/2017WRZ02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 648 and 651 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual national road projects in the Dublin region is a matter for Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned.

Details of the allocations to each local authority in respect of national roads are available 
in the Dáil library.  However, details of the actual drawdown of funding for these roads are a 
matter for TII.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

In relation to regional and local roads in Dublin, the improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on regional and local 
roads roads are funded from the relevant local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State 
grants, where applicable.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also 
a matter for the local authority.   Arising from the arrangements in place in relation to Local 
Property Tax receipts the four Dublin Councils became self funding for regional and local roads 
under the main road grant categories from 2015.  Provision was made in the Capital Plan for the 
upgrade of roads in the vicinity of Grange Castle Business Park and the Department is provid-
ing grant assistance for that strategic scheme at present.

Details of the regional and local road grant payments to local authorities since 2011 and al-
locations for 2017 are outlined in the regional and local road grant payment and allocation 
booklets which are available in the Dáil Library. 

14/02/2017WRZ02200Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

14/02/2017WRZ02300649. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capital 
expenditure undertaken on infrastructural projects in the Dublin region in tabular form in each 
of the years 2007 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7420/17]

14/02/2017WRZ02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects in the Dublin region is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Details of the allocations to each local authority in respect of national roads are available 
in the Dáil library.  However, details of the actual drawdown of funding for these roads are a 
matter for TII.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

In relation to regional and local roads in Dublin, the improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on regional and local 
roads roads are funded from the relevant local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State 
grants, where applicable.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also 
a matter for the local authority. 
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Arising from the arrangements in place in relation to Local Property Tax receipts the four 
Dublin Councils became self funding for regional and local roads under the main road grant 
categories from 2015.  Provision was made in the Capital Plan for the upgrade of roads in the 
vicinity of Grange Castle Business Park and the Department is providing grant assistance for 
that strategic scheme at present.

Details of the regional and local road grant payments to local authorities since 2007 and al-
locations for 2017 are outlined in the regional and local road grant payment and allocation 
booklets which are available in the Dáil Library.

The following table lists the direct payments to Local Authorites made from the Depart-
ment’s Sustainable Transport Division.  Further payments would have been made by the NTA 
who will reply directly on these.

Year Project Local Authority Grant awarded (€)
2013 River Dodder Green-

way - planning and 
design

SDCC 25,000

 - Ashtown to Cas-
tleknock Greenway

Fingal CC 600,000

2010 Skerries Balbriggan 
Cycle Route

Fingal CC 766,293

�- The Metals cycleway DLRCOCO 202,000
2009 Dublin Premium 

Cycle Route (com-
pleted 2012)

DCC 5,500,000

 - Dublin City Cycle 
Lane refurbishment

DCC 800,000

 - Adamstown to 
Grand Canal Gre-
enway (completed 
2011)

SDCC 2,400,000

 - Safe Routes to 
School

Fingal CC 39,000

The following table sets out the capital investment in public transport on an annual basis 
from 2007-2016.  This includes programmes such as the ongoing maintenance and renewal of 
the heavy rail network nationwide, traffic management measures both in the Greater Dublin 
Area (GDA) and Regional Cities and the PSO fleet replacement programme which benefits 
both Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann.

The funding given to Iarnród Éireann under the multi-annual contract, the IMMAC for 
safety and renewal of the rail network, is given on a countrywide basis, and not separated into 
Dublin and the rest of the county.

It is not possible to provide a breakdown of public transport investment specifically in the 
GDA as large elements of the investment programme benefit the entire Public Transport net-
work both within the GDA and outside of the GDA. 

The overall figures above include capital investment in the *LUAS/Light Rail System in 
Dublin; the annual investment levels in respect of this programme are shown separately in the 
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second column.

Year Total Public Transport In-
vestment (includes light rail 
investment*)€m

Light Rail* investment€m

2007 641 122
2008 890 212
2009 633 152
2010 614 19
2011 377 22
2012 254 26
2013 265 28
2014 395 46
2015 339 44
2016 355 110
Total 4,763 781

14/02/2017WRZ02500Electric Vehicles

14/02/2017WRZ02600650. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans 
for electrically-powered buses for the Dublin area; the number of non-conventionally fuelled-
powered vehicles operating in the Dublin Bus public transport fleet; to enumerate the growth in 
non-fossil fuelled vehicles since 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7423/17]

14/02/2017WRZ02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA), has statutory responsibility for 
the procurement of the bus fleet for PSO services, including Dublin Bus’s PSO services.  The 
procurement of buses for Dublin Bus’s commerical services are a matter for Dublin Bus itself.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter raised, I have referred your letter to the NTA 
for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

Question No. 651 answered with Question No. 648.

14/02/2017WRZ02850Legislative Process

14/02/2017WRZ02900652. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
when the Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 will be enacted (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7142/17]

14/02/2017WRZ03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 completed Committee Stage in the Dáil on 22 November 
2016.  Enactment of the Bill remains a legislative priority for the Government.  Accordingly, I 
hope Dáil Report Stage will be scheduled as soon as possible.  Clearly, the timing of enactment 
thereafter will depend on the availability of parliamentary time.

The Bill will introduce provisions to reduce or simplify the existing financial reporting 
requirements for small companies.  It is intended to commence these provisions shortly after 
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enactment of the Bill.

14/02/2017WRZ03100Company Law

14/02/2017WRZ03200653. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
her views on a discrepancy between the European Economic and Social Committee approved 
wording of the EU Company Law Directive of 2003 and the detail which was finally placed 
into legislation (details supplied); the impact of this discrepancy on those Irish banks which 
have shares quoted on the Irish stock market; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6801/17]

14/02/2017WRZ03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
European Commission adopted its proposal to amend Directive 1978/660/EEC on 9 July 2002 
(COM (2002)259/2 final).  As part of the EU co-decision legislative process, the European Par-
liament proposed amendments to the text of that proposal, and some of these are reflected in the 
final text of what is now Directive 2003/51/EC. 

What impact, if any, those amendments have had on Irish banks is a matter of speculation.

14/02/2017WRZ03400Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRZ03500654. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the actions 
her Department is taking to protect against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was tempo-
rarily down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [6884/17]

14/02/2017WRZ03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department does not use the technology which was the subject of the recent incident in the 
NTMA.  Consequently, no actions specific to those technologies are required by my Depart-
ment.

My Department takes cyber security very seriously.  It invests considerable resources in cy-
ber security defence and regularly reviews and updates the defences and mitigations available.

14/02/2017WRZ03700Job Losses

14/02/2017WRZ03800655. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the ac-
tions she has taken to protect jobs at a company (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7064/17]

14/02/2017WRZ03900660. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
had direct bilateral meetings with senior management of a company (details supplied) in Palo 
Alto, California, or any other location during the IDA investment mission to the west coast of 
the USA in October 2016 regarding securing jobs at the company’s plant in County Kildare, in 
view of the fact the company announced it would cut up to 4,000 jobs over the next three years 
globally; if not, the reason; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7407/17]

14/02/2017WRZ04000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 655 and 660 together.
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The Government and IDA Ireland did everything it could to avert the decision by HP Inc.  I 
spoke with the company’s senior management earlier this month.  The IDA engaged intensively 
with HP Inc as well.  Senior executives from the Agency visited the company in California and 
proposals were put forward to try and ensure the continuing presence of the business in Leixlip.  

Unfortunately, it did not prove possible for the company to change course as the decision 
formed part of its wider global restructuring process.  The company made it clear that this was 
irreversible. 

I welcome Hewlett Packard’s stated commitment to making every effort to help those em-
ployees who will lose their jobs.  The Government is also already making relevant State support 
available to the impacted employees.  The Department of Social Protection, together with the 
relevant State Agencies, will all be doing their utmost to help workers transition and find new 
employment opportunities.  This will include the provision of re-training, if required. 

My investment mission to the USA in October last did not include a meeting with HP Inc. 

14/02/2017WRZ04100Legislative Programme

14/02/2017WRZ04200656. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when the 
Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 will be enacted (details supplied). [7229/17]

14/02/2017WRZ04300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 completed Committee Stage in the Dáil on 22 November 
2016.  Enactment of the Bill is a legislative priority for the Government.  Accordingly, I hope 
Dáil Report Stage will be scheduled as soon as possible. Clearly, the timing of enactment there-
after will depend on the availability of parliamentary time. 

Section 279 of the Companies Act 2014 provides that in limited cases for a particular tran-
sitional period, US Accounting Standards (US GAAP) may be used by certain companies.  This 
period is due to expire on 31 December 2020.

On 17th January 2017 the Government approved the General Scheme of the Companies 
(Statutory Audits) Bill.  One of the Heads in that Bill is a provision to extend the transitional 
period at section 279 by 10 years to December 2030 for those companies already availing of 
that  section’s provision. 

The Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 transposes the EU Accounting Directive, which is 
overdue.  It also introduces some important benefits for small and micro companies.  Accord-
ingly, enactment of the Bill is a priority for the Government.  Introducing new provisions to the 
Bill at this stage runs the risk of further delaying its enactment.

14/02/2017WRZ04400Work Permits Eligibility

14/02/2017WRZ04500657. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if persons 
from Pakistan are entitled to work here; if so, the criteria for same; the way in which they should 
apply for authorisation to do so; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7242/17]

14/02/2017WRZ04600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
employment of all non-EEA nationals in the State is governed by the Employment Permits Acts 
2003 – 2014.  Under this legislation in order to work in the State all non-EEA nationals require 
a valid employment permit or relevant immigration permission from the Minister for Justice 



Questions - Written Answers

462

and Equality which allows them to reside and work in the State without the requirement for an 
Employment Permit. 

The Irish State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from 
within the workforce of the European Union and other EEA states.  However, where specific 
skills prove difficult to source within the EEA, an employment permit may be sought in respect 
of a non-EEA national who possess those skills.  All applications are processed in line with 
the Employment Permits Act 2006, as amended and are dependent on a job offer from an Irish 
registered Employer.  It should be noted that the State’s employment permit system is ordered 
by the use of lists which determine which employments are highly demanded and which are in-
eligible for consideration for employment permits at a point in time and these lists are reviewed 
on an bi-annual basis.

Full information on the current eligibility criteria in relation to employment permits can 
be found on the Department’s website at https://www.djei.ie/en/What-We-Do/Jobs-Workplace-
and-Skills/Employment-Permits/.

If any non-EEA national is successful in securing a job offer from an employer in Ireland 
which falls within those employments eligible for an employment permit they may make an 
appropriate application. 

14/02/2017WRZ04700Legislative Programme

14/02/2017WRZ04800658. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the expected timeline for publication of the general scheme of the Companies (Statutory Au-
dits) Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7278/17]

14/02/2017WRZ04900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
General Scheme of the Companies (Statutory Audits) Bill 2017 is being sent to the Chairperson 
of the Joint Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation this week for consideration and it 
will be available on the legislation page of the Department’s website shortly after that.

14/02/2017WRZ05000Company Law

14/02/2017WRZ05100659. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she will expedite the proposed extension to section 279(2) of the Companies Act 2014 via an 
amendment to the Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 in order to avoid major disruption to ap-
plicable businesses; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7279/17]

14/02/2017WRZ05200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Sec-
tion 279 of the Companies Act 2014 provides that in limited cases for a particular transitional 
period, US Accounting Standards (US GAAP) may be used by certain companies.  This period 
is due to expire on 31 December 2020.

On 17th January 2017 the Government approved the General Scheme of the Companies 
(Statutory Audits) Bill.  One of the Heads in that Bill is a provision to extend the transitional 
period at Section 279 by 10 years to December 2030 for those companies already availing of 
that Section’s provisions. 

The Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 transposes the EU Accounting Directive, which is 
overdue.  It also introduces some important benefits for small and micro companies.  Accord-
ingly, enactment of the Bill is a priority for the Government.  Introducing new provisions to the 
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Bill at this stage runs the risk of further delaying its enactment.

  Question No. 660 answered with Question No. 655.

14/02/2017WRZ05350Ministerial Meetings

14/02/2017WRZ05400661. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the com-
panies that she had direct bilateral meetings with during the IDA investment mission to the 
west coast of the USA in October 2016, including the location of each meeting, in tabular form.  
[7432/17]

14/02/2017WRZ05500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
October last year, I led an investment mission to the West Coast of the US along with the CEO 
of IDA Ireland, Martin Shanahan.  During this visit, I met with over 40 potential and existing 
IDA Ireland client companies in San Francisco, Silicon Valley, Los Angeles and Orange County.

Whilst I cannot release details of these companies, due to commercial and client confi-
dentiality, I can confirm that they were mainly in the technology and life sciences sectors and 
included both established and more emerging businesses.

14/02/2017WRZ05600Tusla Payments

14/02/2017WRZ05700662. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if out-
standing payments due to a person (details supplied) will be granted without delay. [6744/17]

14/02/2017WRZ05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can advise the 
Deputy that Tusla have confirmed that the arrears due to the person referred to were paid on 23 
January 2017.

14/02/2017WRZ05900Child Poverty

14/02/2017WRZ06000663. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
actions which have been taken to tackle child poverty by increasing community based early 
intervention programmes as specifically provided for on page 77 of the programme for Govern-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7000/17]

14/02/2017WRZ06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): This Govern-
ment and my Department remain committed, as outlined in the programme for Government, to 
addressing the contributions to child poverty and the improvement of outcomes for children in 
Ireland.  To this end, we are leading and supporting a number of key initiatives in the area of 
community based prevention and early intervention.

One of these is the ABC programme, which is a prevention and early intervention initiative 
led by my Department aimed at testing and evaluating prevention and early intervention ap-
proaches to improve outcomes for children and families living in poverty in 13 areas of disad-
vantage.  The programme commenced in 2013 and was designed as a time-bound co-funding 
arrangement of €29.7 million, in conjunction with the Atlantic Philanthropies.  

In budget 2016, my Department secured an additional €4.5 million to extend the entire 
existing ABC programme to the end of December 2017, bringing the total investment to €34.2 
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million.  This extension also brings the existing programme closer in line with the expected 
timeline for the delivery of the national evaluation report by the Centre for Effective Services 
in 2018.

My Department will utilise the emerging learning from the ABC programme and the find-
ings from the national evaluation to inform the design of prevention and early intervention 
initiatives that comprehend the Programme for Government commitments.  

A key purpose of the ABC programme is to identify the learning in and across the sites, 
and to transfer this learning into existing and established services, thus bringing improvements 
not only in specific areas, but addressing all areas of disadvantage.  With this in mind, my 
Department has also been preparing a significant programme that will assist in mainstream-
ing the learning from various prevention and early intervention initiatives, including the ABC 
programme. 

This Quality and Capacity Building Initiative (QCBI) aims to embed prevention and early 
intervention in services for children and young people, through resourcing a system change 
across service provision in this area.  QCBI involves creating valuable tools that capture key 
data and learning, and make it accessible, in addition to developing cross-sectoral capacity 
building measures.  Such measures will seek to enhance the quality of prevention and early in-
tervention approaches, as well as fostering partnership among agencies and professionals who 
engage with children at risk of poor outcomes.  This work has been informed in part, by an im-
portant EU Peer Review hosted by my Department in 2016 which emphasised the importance 
of an evidenced based approach to tackling child poverty, and which specifically acknowledged 
the importance of prevention and early intervention in this regard.

My Department continues to engage with interested stakeholders in working on mainstream-
ing the learning from existing programmes and improving the lives of children across Ireland.

14/02/2017WRZ06200Child Care Services

14/02/2017WRZ06300664. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
actions she is taking to ensure that child care providers in the community setting have the re-
sources to ensure adequate staff to maintain current capacity; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [6675/17]

14/02/2017WRZ06400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I recently an-
nounced that €1m of additional funding will be made available to childcare providers who have 
been facilitating the training of Community Employment (CE) scheme workers, to ensure that 
regulatory changes do not impact on service delivery or the availability of childcare places. 

In preparation for the implementation of the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) 
Regulations 2016, Childcare Committees Ireland were commissioned by my Department to 
investigate the impact of new childcare regulations on community childcare providers.

This research indicated that the vast majority of services would not face financial hardship 
as a result of changes required under the regulations.  However this did find that some services 
had come to rely on Community Employment scheme workers, and I determined that these ser-
vices should be provided additional funding to enable them to recruit and retain qualified staff 
to work alongside their CE scheme participants. 

As a result, I have made available up to €2,000 for services to assist with the recruitment 
process or to provide expert support in HR management, with additional money being provided 
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to each service after analysis of their individual financial situation, to ensure that they can fully 
meet the cost of these staff.  No service will be forced to close. 

Delivering high quality, accessible and affordable childcare is my key goal, and this fund-
ing will ensure that every child will be cared for by a qualified professional, and that services 
can sustain existing levels of provision, while they prepare for the new Affordable Childcare 
Scheme.  Services are also providing more ECCE places than ever before, and I am confident 
that over 125,000 children will be receiving free pre-school care and education this summer. 

All Community Childcare services around the country were afforded an opportunity to en-
gage with the CCI project during 2016, and detailed analysis has been completed.  As some 
services clearly needed additional funding to maintain service levels, this money has now been 
allocated from the provision made for Sustainability Funding in Budget 2017, and will be avail-
able for drawdown from next week, with Pobal making payments on behalf of the local Child-
care Committee. 

14/02/2017WRZ06500Child Care Services Staff

14/02/2017WRZ06600665. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the fact that a number of child care providers in the Cork city area 
may potentially not be able to continue to provide a zero to three years service due to a lack of 
staff caused by changes in regulation; the action she intends to take to resolve this; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [6676/17]

14/02/2017WRZ06700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am aware that 
providing care for children below the age of three results in higher costs to services than caring 
for older children as a result of the legally required adult:child ratio, which is as low as 1:3 in 
the case of the youngest children. 

Some services providing this care, including those in Cork City, have been impacted by the 
full implementation of the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016, which 
requires that all staff should hold a minimum FETAC level 5 qualification, when working di-
rectly with children.  In several cases, services have been utilising staff working on Community 
Employment (CE) schemes to count towards their required ratios, and under the regulations, 
this will only be allowed when the individual in question has the necessary qualification. 

In order to assist services in addressing this challenge, I recently announced that €1m of 
additional funding will be made available to childcare providers who have been facilitating the 
training of Community Employment (CE) scheme workers, to ensure that regulatory changes 
do not impact on service delivery or the availability of childcare places. 

In preparation for the implementation of the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) 
Regulations 2016, Childcare Committees Ireland were commissioned by my Department to 
investigate the impact of new childcare regulations on community childcare providers.

This research indicated that the vast majority of services would not face financial hardship 
as a result of changes required under the regulations.  However this did find that some services 
had come to rely on Community Employment scheme workers, and I determined that these ser-
vices should be provided additional funding to enable them to recruit and retain qualified staff 
to work alongside their CE scheme participants. 

As a result, I have made available up to €2,000 for services to assist with the recruitment 
process or to provide expert support in HR management, and I will make sufficient additional 
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money available to each service after analysis of their individual financial situation to ensure 
that they can fully meet the cost of these staff until September 2017.  After this time these ser-
vices should be in a position to fund these places through their own income; but this will be kept 
under review.  No service will be forced to close. 

Delivering high quality, accessible and affordable childcare is my key goal, and this fund-
ing will ensure that every child will be cared for by a qualified professional, and that services 
can sustain existing levels of provision, while they prepare for the new Affordable Childcare 
Scheme.  Services are also providing more ECCE places than ever before, and I am confident 
that over 125,000 children will be receiving free pre-school care and education this summer. 

All Community Childcare services around the country were afforded an opportunity to en-
gage with the Childcare Committees Ireland project during 2016; over 200 did so, and detailed 
analysis has been completed.  As some services clearly needed additional funding to maintain 
service levels,  this money has now been allocated from the provision made for Sustainability 
Funding in Budget 2017, and will be available for drawdown from next week, with Pobal mak-
ing payments on behalf of Cork City Childcare Committee. 

The new Affordable Childcare Scheme, when introduced, will provide financial support for 
parents towards the cost of childcare.  The universal element of the Scheme will be available to 
all families with children between the age of 6 months and 36 months (or until the child quali-
fies for the free pre-school programme if later than 36 months). 

14/02/2017WRZ06800Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

14/02/2017WRZ06900666. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
proposals from survivor groups to provide for memorials for those that were incarcerated at 
mother and baby homes, as promised to them by the previous Minister. [6781/17]

14/02/2017WRZ07000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I recognise the 
importance and value of memorials for former residents of mother and baby homes and their 
families.  A number of advocacy groups have made representations to me seeking support for 
the provision of such memorials.  I believe it is appropriate that their experiences would be pub-
licly acknowledged in this way.  I am also aware of the positive indications of my predecessor 
as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in this regard. 

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that funding has been identified from within my Depart-
ment’s 2017 Vote to support the provision of memorials.  It is clear that an inclusive approach 
is a crucial to advancing this proposal and my Department will work with the representative 
groups to determine how best to support the delivery of local memorials.

I would hope that this could be significantly advanced while the Commission’s work is on-
going and my officials will be in contact with representative groups in the coming weeks.

14/02/2017WRAA00200Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRAA00300667. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the actions her 
Department is taking to protect against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was temporarily 
down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6876/17]

14/02/2017WRAA00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The ICT ser-
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vices for my Department have a comprehensive set of information security policies, procedures 
and controls in place to safeguard against cyber-attacks.  The Computer Security Incident Re-
sponse Team (CSIRT) of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment 
provides assistance, support and cyber crime intelligence to all Government Departments.  The 
CSIRT issued an advisory immediately following the NTMA hacker attack asking all Depart-
ments to update any vulnerable systems.  All relevant updates are in place at my Department.

14/02/2017WRAA00500Child and Family Agency Staff

14/02/2017WRAA00600668. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the number of staff in Tusla who have been designated as child protection trainers. [6947/17]

14/02/2017WRAA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has ad-
vised that it currently employs 36 (32.8 whole time equivalent) Training and Development Of-
ficers to provide a range of Learning and Development programmes including child protection 
training to Tusla staff.

14/02/2017WRAA00800Child and Family Agency Staff

14/02/2017WRAA00900669. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the number of staff in Tusla who are trained in child protection and children first guidelines. 
[6948/17]

14/02/2017WRAA01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am aware that 
it is Tusla policy to ensure all staff are trained in Child Protection and Children First guidelines 
as relevant to their role.  Children First training is provided to all Tusla staff on an ongoing basis 
and refresher training is provided every 3 years.  In 2016 alone the following Tusla staff were 
trained in Children First:

- 317 Children First - Basic Training

- 263 Children First - Refresher Programme 

Tusla staff also attend a broad range of Child Protection Training.  Some examples of Child 
Protection Training carried out in 2016 are as follows:

Course No.  of Tusla Staff Trained in 2016
Core Court Room Skills 154
Introduction to Court Skills 50
Domestic Sexual & Gender Based Violence 
(DSGBV) – Awareness & Response 

145

Practice Development for Newly Appoint-
ment Social workers 

100

Supervision - Making the most of Supervi-
sion for Supervisees

147

Supervision - Staff Supervision Skills Train-
ing for Supervisors

63

Foundations for Assessment 26
Evidence Informed Practitioner Programme 71
Legal Briefing Seminar 114
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14/02/2017WRAA01100Commencement of Legislation

14/02/2017WRAA01200670. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
her plans in terms of training and support to ensure full implementation of the Children First 
Act 2015. [6949/17]

14/02/2017WRAA01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since the Chil-
dren First Act 2015 was signed into law on 19 November 2015, a number of provisions of the 
Act have already been commenced as follows: Sections 1 to 5 (Part I) and section 28 (Part V) 
of the Act were commenced on 10 December 2015 and Section 18 (Part III) and Sections 20-26 
(Part IV) were commenced on 1 May 2016.  I have recently committed to commencement of 
the remaining provisions of the Act by end 2017.

In preparation for the commencement of the remaining provisions of the Act, my Depart-
ment and Tusla are in the process of developing a suite of resources to support the full imple-
mentation of the Act.  This includes the revision by my Department of the Children First: 
National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children and the preparation by Tusla of 
guidance documents in relation to child safeguarding statements and mandated assisting.  In 
addition, Tusla is developing a comprehensive Children First e-training module which will be 
universally available free of charge and will set out the information required to recognise and 
report child welfare and protection concerns.

It is intended that this suite of resources will be launched prior to the commencement date to 
give persons and organisations who will acquire legal obligations under the Act sufficient time 
to familiarise themselves with the resources.

14/02/2017WRAA01400Child and Family Agency Funding

14/02/2017WRAA01500671. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position re-
garding the funding by Tusla for the provision of counselling services in national schools and 
specifically relating to a case (details supplied). [6990/17]

14/02/2017WRAA01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to inform 
the Deputy that I share his concerns regarding this scheme, and that I intend to meet with Tusla, 
the Child and Family Agency on this issue.  I have been advised by Tusla that the School Coun-
selling Grants scheme, was established in 1994, to provide counselling support for children 
affected by bereavement or loss.  In 2011 this scheme was closed to new entrants while under 
the remit of the Family Support Agency.  The scheme came under the remit of Tusla upon its 
establishment in 2014.

Tusla recognises the necessity for bereavement and loss counselling  in schools and those 
schools in receipt of funding under the School Completion Programme may utilise up to €5,000 
of this funding for such services.  In addition Tusla provides child counselling through the 
Agency’s Family Support Services funding.  In 2016 funding for child counselling was in-
creased under this scheme by €154,000 to €680,000.  In particular child counselling funding to 
approximately 70 Family Resource Centres around Ireland was increased to €242,000.

Tusla is the main funder of Barnardos Children’s Bereavement Service, which works to 
support children and families coping with bereavement.  Funding of €154,600 was provided 
to this service in 2016.  The Agency is also committed to the funding of Rainbows Ireland, 
which provides group based support to children dealing with loss following parental separa-
tion/divorce or a death.  The Rainbows programme is currently delivered in over 250 schools 
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and community based centres around the country.  Funding in 2016 was increased by €15,000 
to €250,000 annually.  Together with the Irish Hospice Foundation Tusla co-funds the Irish 
Childhood Bereavement Network, which works to improve awareness and support of bereaved 
children.  It provides information on how to support bereaved children targeted at profession-
als, teachers, schools and families.  Tusla provided €35,000 in funding to this initiative in 2016.

14/02/2017WRAA01700Family Support Services

14/02/2017WRAA01800672. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her Depart-
ment has undertaken any study or research in association with the Department of Justice and 
Equality regarding the damage to children affected by parental imprisonment; the way in which 
this could be addressed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7067/17]

14/02/2017WRAA01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has not engaged in any specific study related to potential damage to children affected by paren-
tal imprisonment.

However, I note, my cabinet colleague Tánaiste Frances Fitzgerald T.D. has been advised 
by the Irish Prison Service of the Department of Justice and Equality, that following publication 
of the Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) report entitled: “Picking Up the Pieces: The Rights and 
Needs of Children and Families Affected by Imprisonment” in November 2012, the Director 
General of the IPS established the Families & Imprisonment Group (FIG) chaired by a Prison 
Governor, tasked with examining existing visiting facilities for all prisoners and in particular to 
address the needs of children and families as highlighted in the report.

The Irish Prison Service recognises 

- the importance for those in prison of maintaining, and if at all possible, developing their 
relationships with their children and families. 

And

- that parent-child visitation is one of the most important elements to ensure the well-being 
of children when their parent is imprisoned. 

Parent-child visitation can substantially decrease the negative impacts of imprisonment by 
preserving the child’s relationship with the parent.  Maintaining contact during imprisonment 
has also been correlated with reduced recidivism rates by the parent. 

Following a period of research, which included a detailed survey of existing visiting facili-
ties and supports, the Families & Imprisonment Group (FIG) identified a number of essential 
pillars that should be in place to ensure that visits in Irish Prisons become a core element of 
rehabilitation and support for both the people in our care and their families.  The essential pil-
lars identified by the FIG are as follows: 

- Communications

- Physical Improvements

- Staff training

- Parenting courses and resettlement interventions

- Community Partnerships
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A pilot parenting programme entitled ‘Parenting Plus’ was developed in partnership with 
Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) and delivered in Limerick prison in 2015 and 2016 as 
part of an overall ‘Family Links’ Programme.  The programme aims are:

- To support small groups of prisoners to better understand their parenting role, and to de-
velop practical skills which support them in positive parenting;

- To develop a parenting programme specifically for the prison population, which is effec-
tive and replicable;

- To support partners of prisoners to engage positively with their children and to offer fami-
lies consistent language and approaches;

- To maximise opportunities for positive parent-child engagement within the limitation of a 
custodial setting;

- To increase awareness of and responsibility for supporting, positive parenting as an impor-
tant element of imprisonment and resettlement planning.

A number of significant objectives have been achieved so far; most notably enhanced staff 
training, delivery of the ‘Parents Plus’ parenting programme, the establishment of more family-
friendly visits, and refurbishment of visit spaces. 

In addition, Family Liaison Officer training has been provided by the IPS to enable partici-
pants to:

- Understand the role and function of a Family Liaison Officer;

- Understand the logic model process, and the rationale and evidence underpinning the Fam-
ily Links programme;

- Have knowledge regarding community services and structures supporting and working 
with children and families;

- Have an understanding of the experience of being a parent in prison and the impact on 
family dynamics;

- Heightened empathy for, and ability to support, parents in prison.

An independent evaluation of the Family Links Programme in Limerick which was under-
taken by the University of Limerick was launched by the Tánaiste yesterday (13 February) in 
Dublin.

Finally, I note that children may be impacted by events affecting their parents, for instance 
parental ill health, mental health problems or parental absence, by way of the need to work 
away from home or by imprisonment.

Where this is the case, parents can seek assistance from family support services in their 
communities by direct referral or through a child welfare referral to Tusla.  Such services can 
provide child counselling, family therapy or art and play therapies to help children understand 
and deal their feelings, and to assist the parent who is caring for them.

In relation to children (under 18) in detention any issues of concern are addressed by their 
individual care regimes.

14/02/2017WRAA02000Homeless Persons Supports



14 February 2017

471

14/02/2017WRAA02100673. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the mental 
health or counselling supports her Department is providing to the over 2,500 homeless children 
across the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7224/17]

14/02/2017WRAA02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): While my De-
partment and Tusla have no responsibility in relation to mental health services, I would like to 
inform the Deputy of Tusla’s response, relevant to this area.

A child, irrespective of accommodation status, who comes to the attention of Tusla and 
whose circumstances are such, will, where the appropriate threshold has been reached, have an 
assessment carried out by a social worker.

Where Tusla has concerns regarding the welfare and development of a child, due to parent-
ing difficulties or adverse environmental factors, they will provide family supports to assist the 
family and child.

If during the course of an assessment the social worker forms the view that a further mental 
health assessment is required an appropriate referral will be made for the child in question.  
Social workers do not carry out mental health assessments nor monitor mental health.  Men-
tal health service provision, in a similar vein, is not the responsibility of Tusla.  As with other 
therapeutic and general medical services, Tusla relies on other State agencies for the delivery 
of the appropriate support.

Policy in relation to mental health and associated service provision is a matter for the De-
partment of Health and the Health Service Executive respectively, who may be able to provide 
further and particular information to the Deputy.

14/02/2017WRAA02300Youth Justice Strategy

14/02/2017WRAA02400674. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
the high number of young persons held on remand here which, according to her Department, 
reached 263 in 2015 and of whom 93 received detention orders; the measures her Department 
is taking to tackle the over-use of detention on remand for children; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7225/17]

14/02/2017WRAA02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Irish Youth 
Justice Service oversees a significant investment in community based programmes to divert 
young people from further involvement in criminal or anti-social behaviour.  In 2016, approxi-
mately €17 million has been allocated by the Department of Justice and Equality to the Irish 
Youth Justice Service to administer Garda Youth Diversion Projects, Young Persons Probation 
Projects and a number of other youth diversion community-based projects.  In 2015, 7,282 
children were admitted to the Garda Diversion Programmes.  These projects also benefit from 
support under the European Social Fund.

Under Section 88 of the Children Act 2001, a court may remand a child in custody who is 
charged with or found guilty of an offence, who is being sent forward for trial, or in respect of 
whom the court has postponed a decision.  The discretion as to whether or not to remand a child 
in custody is solely for the decision of the judge hearing the case.

As part of the Youth Justice Action Plan 2014-2018, a key commitment was the develop-
ment of a Bail Supervision Scheme.  The scheme, which is currently operating on a pilot ba-
sis, provides more therapeutic supports in the community for children who are subject to bail 
conditions.  The service provides a ‘wraparound’ service to the young person and their family 
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with a prescribed reporting system back to the courts through the appropriate statutory bodies; 
Probation Service, An Garda Síochána and Oberstown.  The scheme offers greater options to 
the courts in the knowledge that closer monitoring will take place through interaction with the 
young people, their families and communities.

It should be noted that in 2015, of the 263 orders to remand, these related to 163 children.  
Furthermore, of the 93 orders issued by Courts to detain children in Oberstown, these related 
to 87 children.

14/02/2017WRAA02600Child Poverty

14/02/2017WRAA02700675. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
establish a cross-departmental task force to address a crisis (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7230/17]

14/02/2017WRAA02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In recognition 
of the higher risks and life-long consequences of child poverty, the Government set a child-
specific poverty target in Better Outcomes, Better Future: the National Policy Framework for 
Children and Young People 2014-2020 to reduce consistent child poverty by at least two-thirds 
by 2020.  This figure currently represents 102,000 children.

  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures is a whole of Government policy framework, which re-
quires all Departments and Agencies to work collaboratively to improve outcomes for children 
and young people.  The Children and Young People’s Policy Consortium, which I chair, has 
responsibility for whole of Government implementation, and includes representatives from all 
government Departments and Agencies.

The Department of Social Protection has the lead role in coordinating government strategies 
on child poverty.  It also has lead responsibility for the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 
and has identified child poverty as a key cross-sectoral priority to be addressed.

Officials in my Department are working closely with the Department of Social Protection in 
informing the development of this cross-sectoral priority.

Officials in the Department of Social Protection have co-convened a subgroup with mem-
bers of the Advisory Council for Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures to progress solutions to 
child poverty.  This included representatives from NGOs with a focus on the issues facing lone 
parents.

In recognition of the fact that child poverty is a multi-faceted problem, this group also 
includes officials from other Departments, including the Department of Health and the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills.

Led by the Department of Social Protection, this group has developed a paper which out-
lines a whole of Government approach to tackling child poverty.  This is based around the three 
pillars outlines in the EU Recommendation on Investing in Children:

- Access to adequate resources

- Access to affordable quality services

- Children’s right to participate.

This paper covers issues relating to my Department, such as childcare, prevention and early 
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intervention and family support, as well as issues in other Departments, such as healthcare in-
equalities, DEIS schools, and income supports. It also recognises that children of lone parents 
are particularly at risk of poverty.

This paper will be discussed at the Children and Young People’s Policy Consortium in Feb-
ruary.

14/02/2017WRAA02900School Expulsions

14/02/2017WRAA03000676. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of post-primary expulsions by school in County Louth in 2014-15 and in 2015-16. [7238/17]

14/02/2017WRAA03100677. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
number of post-primary expulsions in County Louth in 2014-15 and in 2015-16 [7239/17]

14/02/2017WRAA03200678. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of post-primary notices of intention to expel, by school, in County Louth for 2016-17. 
[7240/17]

14/02/2017WRAA03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 676 to 678, inclusive, together.

The following tables outline the school based expulsions by individual school and in total 
for County Louth for the school years 2014/2015 and 2015/2016.  Tusla has advised that in or-
der to protect students who could be easily identified the schools should not be named, as only 
one student was expelled in some schools in small towns.

PP Expulsions – Louth - 2014/2015

School Number
School A 1
School B 1
School C 4
School D 1
 Total  7
PP Expulsions – Louth - 2015/2016

School Number
School A 1
School E 2
School F 2
School G 1
School C 5
School D 1
School H 1
 Total  13

The following tables outline the school based Notifications of Intention to Expel in County 
Louth for the school years 2014/2015 and 2015/2016.
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Notice of Intention to Expel – Louth – 2014/2015

School Number
School F 1
School C 4
School B 2
School D 1
Notice of Intention to Expel – Louth – 2015/2016

School Number
School C 5
School I 1
School A 1
School G 1
School E 2
School F 2
School H 1
School D 1

14/02/2017WRAA03400Foreign Adoptions

14/02/2017WRAA03500679. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
documentation that must be supplied in order that the adoption of a child from Morocco be 
recognised here. [7282/17]

14/02/2017WRAA03600680. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
State has recognised any foreign kafala adoptions here; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7283/17]

14/02/2017WRAA03700681. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
process that a person (details supplied) must go through to have the kafala adoption of their 
child from Morocco, that is legally recognised in that jurisdiction, recognised within this State. 
[7317/17]

14/02/2017WRAA03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 679 to 681, inclusive, together.

The Adoption Authority of Ireland (the Authority) has responsibility for determining wheth-
er an adoption may be recognised in accordance with the provisions of the Adoption Act 2010.  
The Authority has advised that to give recognition to an adoption effected in another country by 
applicants habitually resident in the country where the adoption is effected, the adoption would 
have to inter alia conform to the definition of a ‘foreign adoption’ as defined in section 1 of 
the Adoption Act 1991 and the application for recognition would have to be accompanied by a 
valid adoption order from that country.  The Authority has a legal opinion in relation to the laws 
of Morocco which deem them not to be in conformity with Irish Adoption Law, i.e. the effects 
of an adoption under Moroccan Law would not be the same as that of an adoption effected un-
der Irish Adoption Law.  It should also be noted that an order of Kafala is not an adoption order 
and the effects of Kafala are not on a par with an adoption as defined in Irish legislation.  The 
Adoption Authority has not recognised orders of Kafala in the past.
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14/02/2017WRAA03900Early Childhood Care and Education

14/02/2017WRAA04000682. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if, with 
regard to eligibility for the second ECCE year, an application can be considered in respect of 
a child whose date of birth falls marginally outside the qualifying date but certain extenuating 
circumstances apply; her Department’s policy relating to exceptions to the eligibility rule and 
the basis on which exceptions can be made; the process concerned; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7376/17]

14/02/2017WRAA04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Early Childhood and Education Programme (ECCE) programme was ex-
panded from September 2016 so that children may start free pre-school from age three, and can 
continue in free pre-school once the child is not older than five years and six months at the end 
of the relevant pre-school year.

Three different points in the year - September, January and April – are in place to maximise 
access for these children within the overall eligibility parameters.

An upper age limit in free pre-school was set by the Inter-Departmental Group on Future 
Investment on the advice of the Department of Education and skills.  Limiting the diversity in 
age ranges in primary school is considered to be generally in the best interest of children, in 
relation to peer interaction in junior infants, as well as other educational considerations.

Parents may request an  exemption from ECCE eligibility criteria under limited circum-
stances from the Department; specifically where a diagnosed special need exists.  However, this 
must be supported by a medical assessment report from the HSE or a listed medical specialist, 
specifying the child’s special need and diagnosis.  Further details including a list of relevant 
medical specialists is available on my Departments website.

14/02/2017WRAA04200Child Care Costs

14/02/2017WRAA04300683. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy a person would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7377/17]

14/02/2017WRAA04400684. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy a person would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7378/17]

14/02/2017WRAA04500685. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy a person would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7379/17]

14/02/2017WRAA04600686. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy a person would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7380/17]

14/02/2017WRAA04700687. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy a person would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7381/17]

14/02/2017WRAA04800688. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
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cumstances (details supplied). [7382/17]

14/02/2017WRAA04900689. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7383/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05000690. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7384/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05100691. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7385/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05200692. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7386/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05300693. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy a person would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7387/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05400694. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy a person would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7388/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05500695. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7389/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05600696. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7390/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05700697. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in 
circumstances(details supplied). [7391/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05800698. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the maxi-
mum subsidy persons would receive under the new affordable child care scheme 2017 in cir-
cumstances (details supplied). [7392/17]

14/02/2017WRAA05900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 683 to 698, inclusive, together.

The universal element of the Scheme will be available to all families with children between 
the age of six months and 36 months (or until the child qualifies for the free pre-school pro-
gramme if later than 36 months).  The targeted element of the scheme will involve a progressive 
system of income-related subsidies for parents with children between 6 months and 15 years, 
with eligibility based on net parental income.  A family may receive either the universal or the 
targeted subsidy, not both.  The subsidy provided will be whichever of the universal and tar-
geted payment is most favourable to a family.

The scheme will be available in childcare providers who are registered with Tusla, includ-
ing both centre-based childcare providers (e.g. crèches, preschools and daycare centres) and 
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child-minders.

For parents with net incomes up to €22,700 per annum, the maximum rate of childcare 
subsidy will be payable.  The rate of subsidy will taper downwards as net income rises, with no 
means-tested/income related subsidy payable when net income reaches €47,500.  For families 
with net income levels above this threshold, the universal subsidy may be available, depending 
on the age of the child.

The amount of subsidy provided, in relation to both the universal and targeted subsidies, 
depends on (a) the number of hours of childcare used per week, and (b) the number of weeks 
of childcare used per year.  The amount of subsidy does not depend on the number of hours 
worked, except in that a maximum of 15 subsidised hours of childcare will be available if a par-
ent is engaged in neither work nor study.  The subsidy estimates in the table assume that each 
family uses 40 or more hours of childcare per week, and pays for year-round childcare.  If fewer 
than 40 hours of childcare are used per week, or childcare is used for only part of the year, the 
annual subsidy will be reduced pro rata.

The subsidy estimates in the table assume that the families in question have no income 
from other sources, including no other social welfare payments, and that they are making no 
pension contributions.  It should be noted that the amount of subsidy payable will also depend 
on other incomes that a family may receive, as well as on the family’s tax arrangements, their 
level of pension contributions, and other arrangements such as maintenance payments.  For 
these reasons, the assumptions in the table regarding net income as assessed for the purpose of 
the Affordable Childcare Scheme are solely illustrative, and may not necessarily apply in any 
given family’s situation.

It should also be noted that net income as assessed by the Affordable Childcare Scheme is 
reduced if a family has more than one child under the age of 15.

PQ number Assumed gross 
income

Assumed net 
income

Hourly subsidy 
rate for 1 year 
old

Maximum an-
nual subsidy for 
1 year old

7377/17 Below base in-
come threshold

Below base in-
come threshold

€4.37 €3,409 (assum-
ing max 15 
hours per week)

7378/17 Below base in-
come threshold

Below base in-
come threshold

€4.37 €9,090 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7379/17 Below base in-
come threshold

Below base in-
come threshold

€4.37 €9,090 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7380/17 Below base in-
come threshold

Below base in-
come threshold

€4.37 €3,409 (assum-
ing max 15 
hours per week)

7381/17 Below base in-
come threshold 
(assuming work 
is paid at mini-
mum wage)

Below base in-
come threshold 
(assuming work 
is paid at mini-
mum wage)

€4.37 €9,090 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7382/17 €28,860 €28,306 €3.50 €7,280 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)
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PQ number Assumed gross 
income

Assumed net 
income

Hourly subsidy 
rate for 1 year 
old

Maximum an-
nual subsidy for 
1 year old

7383/17 €38,480 €36,276 €2.25 €4,680 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7384/17 €28,442 €28,245 €3.50 €7,280 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7385/17 €29,442 €29,072 €3.38 €7,030 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7386/17 €30,442 €29,822 €3.26 €6,780 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7387/17 Below base in-
come threshold

Below base in-
come threshold

€4.37 €9,090 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7388/17 Below base in-
come threshold

Below base in-
come threshold

€4.37 €9,090 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7389/17 €30,566 €30,011 €3.23 €6,718 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7390/17 €69,332 €56,898 €0.50 €1,040 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7391/17 €74,813 €59,694 €0.50 €1,040 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

7392/17 €79,398 €62,032 €0.50 €1,040 (assum-
ing max. 40 
hours per week)

14/02/2017WRBB00250Education Welfare Service

14/02/2017WRBB00300699. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs arising 
from reports her Department may have received from school authorities throughout the country 
appertaining to the health and welfare of children, her plans to take any particular or specific 
measures to combat issues arising; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7438/17]

14/02/2017WRBB00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has ad-
vised that its Educational Welfare Service (EWS) has responsibility to ensure that every child 
attends school regularly, or otherwise receives a certain minimum education, to support regu-
lar school attendance, tackle problems of absenteeism and to provide an educational welfare 
service.  Tusla EWS receives referrals from school authorities, parents and others relating to 
concerns for the educational welfare of individual children.  When a young person is referred 
to Tusla EWS by a school, parent or another agency the initial work of the Education Welfare 
Officer (EWO) is to assess the nature, scope and depth of the problem.
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Tusla EWS operates three specific programmes.  The Home School Community Liaison 
Scheme (HSCL) provided to 400 DEIS schools to facilitate positive relationships between par-
ents and their children’s school.  The School Completion Programme (SCP) provides intensive 
supports to students at risk of early school leaving to enable these students to complete their 
education.  Both of these programmes intervene at the earliest stage when school attendance 
or school participation difficulties emerge in order to support parents, students and schools to 
address any difficulties early.  When these interventions fail to address the presenting problem 
a referral is made to the Statutory Education Welfare Service. 

When a formal referral is made action taken then falls into two distinct categories.  The first 
is a brief intervention (provided to 3,751 pupils in 2015/2016 school year) whereby low level 
intervention proportionate to the need of the individual and the family can often effectively 
resolve the issue, thus preventing attendance problems escalating.  For example, this work 
includes assistance with finding a school place and advice and support around Section 29 Ap-
peals, suspensions and expulsions. 

When brief interventions fail to address the presenting problem Tusla EWS open case files. 
In the school year 2015/2016 Tusla EWS worked 6,920 such cases.  Problems of poor school 
attendance that are the manifestation of more complex and deep rooted difficulties can take sig-
nificant time, expert help and on-going support from Tusla EWS to make progress.  Such work 
can involve developing a plan with the family, young person and school to address the various 
barriers identified.  These intensive interventions are used when brief interventions have not 
been successful, or are not appropriate in the circumstances.  Ultimately when all other rea-
sonable interventions fail parents may be prosecuted under the Education Welfare Act (2000) 
legislation.

14/02/2017WRBB00450Child Protection

14/02/2017WRBB00500700. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
steps she will take or proposes to take to ensure a more rapid response to reported abuse of 
children, whether of a physical or sexual nature; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7439/17]

14/02/2017WRBB00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, holds the statutory responsibility for child welfare and protection, and is 
the appropriate body to receive reports of concerns relating to children at risk.  I wish to assure 
the Deputy that Tusla deals immediately with emergency cases, including for instance, if a child 
has been abandoned or is in immediate physical danger or at risk of sexual abuse.  

Approximately 60% of referrals to Tusla are of a child welfare concern with the remaining 
40% related to child protection concerns.  Tusla’s policy is to refer child welfare referrals to 
relevant family and community support services.  At any stage, if a determination is made that 
there is abuse, whether physical, emotional, sexual or neglect, from which there is an ongoing 
risk of significant harm, the child protection pathway is followed. In a minority of cases this 
may lead to the child being placed on the Child Protection Notification System (CPNS) or the 
child being received into care.

I am committed to commencing the Children First Act 2015 by the end of the year.  As the 
Deputy will be aware, the Children First Act 2015 will see mandatory reporting by key pro-
fessionals, mandated assisting, comprehensive risk assessment and preparation of Child Safe-
guarding Statements by services for children, and the establishment of the Children First Inter-
departmental Implementation Group on a statutory basis.  Tusla is developing online training 
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for mandatory reporters.  Children First guidelines will continue in parallel with the Act.  This 
sets out the roles and responsibilities for all citizens to report child welfare and protection issues 
to Tusla, and where criminal matters are involved, the Gardaí.

I secured additional funding of €37 million in 2017, bringing Tusla’s overall allocation to 
over €700 million which allows Tusla to continue its journey in building an effective and re-
sponsive child protection and welfare system.

14/02/2017WRBB00650Counselling Services Provision

14/02/2017WRBB00700701. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she envisages improved counselling services for children at risk and their fami-
lies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7440/17]

14/02/2017WRBB00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, provides funding to voluntary organisations offering a range of counselling 
and support services to children and families including:

- Marriage and relationship counselling;

- Child counselling;

- Rainbows Peer Support Programme for children;

- Bereavement counselling and support on the death of a family member.

In 2016, Tusla provided funding of approximately €5.8 million to support organisations 
providing counselling services, the majority of which are voluntary.  The organisations that are 
funded vary enormously in size and approach; some are dedicated counselling bodies, others 
provide counselling as part of a wider range of social and family services.  These services pro-
vide support to families, children and young people.  The funding provided by Tusla focuses on 
the development of support services in the community for families to enhance stability in fam-
ily life and to assist children and families and their members in dealing with difficult periods in 
their lives.  

Tusla’s priority is to ensure that counselling services  provided support and promote the de-
velopment, welfare and protection of children and the effective functioning of families.  Coun-
selling services funded by Tusla are specifically targeted at children who have been affected 
by parental separation or who have suffered family bereavement.  Tusla’s marriage and rela-
tionship counselling funding is instrumental in assisting parents to deal with difficulties they 
experience in their personal relationships.

Tusla will continue to work closely with service providers to support vulnerable children 
and young people and the effective functioning of families.

Tusla is currently finalising details of the funding to be allocated to counselling service pro-
viders for 2017 and will be confirming funding levels shortly. 

14/02/2017WRBB00850Juvenile Offenders

14/02/2017WRBB00900702. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which adequate accommodation remains available or is likely to become available in 



14 February 2017

481

respect of juvenile offenders with particular reference to future and current needs; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7441/17]

14/02/2017WRBB01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Currently, 
Oberstown Children Detention Campus (Oberstown) is licensed to provide up to 54 places for 
young people ordered to be remanded in custody or committed to serve a sentence of detention 
by the courts (48 boys and 6 girls).  This provides places for girls up to the age of 18, for boys 
up to the age of 18 who are remanded in custody and up to the age of 17 who are sent by the 
courts to serve a sentence of detention.  Boys aged 17 are sentenced to detention in Wheatfield 
Place of Detention.  In accordance with Government policy it is intended to end the practice 
shortly of detaining children in adult prison facilities when a number of additional units become 
operational extending the capacity on the Oberstown campus.  

Oberstown operates a twenty four hour bed management service for children detention plac-
es, with the aim of having the maximum degree of coordination in this area.  This service is 
available at all times to courts, the Probation Service and An Garda Síochána to assess the up to 
date position with regard to the availability of places.  This is a demand led service and every 
effort is made to meet the needs of the courts in this area.

14/02/2017WRBB01050Youth Services Provision

14/02/2017WRBB01100703. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ex-
tent to which her Department has received applications for financial support from various youth 
organisations throughout the country in the current year; the extent to which she expects to be 
in a position to respond favourably; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7442/17]

14/02/2017WRBB01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 
young people and involve approximately 1,400 youth work staff in more than 450 projects and 
40,000 volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 
2017, funding of €57.4m will be provided to my Department for these schemes.

The schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme under which funding is made avail-
able on an annual basis to 30 national and major regional youth organisations.  Targeted sup-
ports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people are provided through the Special 
Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund, Rounds 1 and 2 
and the Local Drugs Task Force Projects Scheme.  In addition, my Department provides fund-
ing to 20 Youth Information Centres. 

Youth projects and services in receipt of funding are required to complete an annual applica-
tion form for my Department.  The process also involves the submission of an annual progress 
report detailing the services provided and the cohort of young people who participate in youth 
activities. 

My Department also funds the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme, which supports youth work 
activities at a local level.  These grants are made available to all youth clubs and groups through 
the local Education and Training Boards.

The question of additional funding to my Department to support the provision of youth 
services is a matter for consideration in the context of the annual Estimates and Budgetary 
processes and having regard to the resources available to the Government.  In recent years, my 
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Department has been in a position to provide ‘once-off’ funding to assist youth organisations 
and projects that were experiencing budgetary difficulties as they approach the end of the year. 

These youth organisations and projects came to my Department’s attention through en-
gagement with the national youth organisations, youth officers in the Education and Training 
Boards, through representations and submissions received and through regular meetings with 
youth services in the course of the year.

I and officials of my Department have met, and continue to meet regularly, with youth or-
ganisations and projects.  My aim is to see how we can work together to bring about the best 
possible outcomes for young people, having regard to resources available to us and to ensure 
that the programmes and services being provided are relevant and responsive to young people’s 
needs.

14/02/2017WRBB01250Child Poverty

14/02/2017WRBB01300704. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she can foresee the possibility of addressing the underlying issues contribut-
ing to child poverty or affecting child welfare and-or abuse; if she expects to see opportunities 
to address these issues in the short and medium term; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7444/17]

14/02/2017WRBB01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
is committed to addressing the issues contributing to child poverty and supporting child welfare 
and protection.  In order to effectively address each of these issues, my Department invests a 
considerable amount in research and data, including the State of the Nation’s Children, Grow-
ing up in Ireland, and outcome indicators for the five national outcomes in Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures.  Such information is important in identifying issues and anticipating trends 
that need to be tackled from a policy perspective.  

My Department is responsible for a number of measures to address child poverty.  Firstly, 
it co-finances, with The Atlantic Philanthropies, the Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programme 
(2013-2017).  With additional funds which I secured in the 2016 budget this programme amounts 
to €34 million.  The ABC Programme is designed to prevent inter-generational poverty through 
area based programmes with a strong prevention and early intervention focus.  My department 
will hold an open policy debate on 14 February to share learning from our investment in the 
ABC programme with colleagues in other departments such as the Departments of Health, So-
cial Protection, Education and Tusla with a view to informing a strong focus on prevention and 
early intervention programmes targeting children at risk of poverty.  

My Department has committed over €3m this year to the development of the Quality and 
Capacity Building Initiative that aims take a co-ordinated approach to the improve capacity, 
knowledge and quality in prevention and early intervention services for children at risk of de-
veloping poor outcomes.  

My Department also provides significant funding in a range of key areas which support a 
concerted response to addressing child poverty, and ensuring a strengthening of focus on the 
well-being and welfare of children and young people.  These include the areas of Early Years 
and Youth.  It also includes resources to Tusla services focusing on the welfare, protection and 
support for children, young people and their families.  These are all key to supporting outcomes 
which assist in addressing contributory factors and reducing the impact of child poverty.

My Department is fully committed to the protection and welfare of children.  There is a clear 
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and compelling duty on us all to protect children and to ensure their safety.

With specific regard to child protection, the Children First Act 2015 was signed into law on 
19 November last year and provides, with the removal of the common law defence of reason-
able chastisement, that children now enjoy the full protection of the law in relation to assault.  
This new legislation will also provide for mandated reporting of child protection concerns and 
will require organisations working with children to prepare Child Safeguarding Statements.  I 
have approved phased preparations for implementation of the remaining provisions of the Act 
in the period up to end 2017.  

The legislation will operate side-by-side with the existing non-statutory obligations pro-
vided for in Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 2011.  
The Guidance is currently being revised and updated to take account of the new legislative 
obligations so as to provide in one place a comprehensive reference resource for individuals 
and organisations. 

A statutory Children First Inter-Departmental Implementation Group has been established 
to promote the importance of Children First compliance across Government and to ensure a 
consistent approach is adopted.

I am fully convinced that it is only by strengthening and aligning efforts in the areas of 
research, policy and service provision that we can effectively address many of the underlying 
causes that impact on child poverty and children’s welfare. 

14/02/2017WRBB01450Children in Care

14/02/2017WRBB01500705. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
total number of children currently in residential or foster care; the extent to which adequate 
resources remain available to meet the demand in both circumstances; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [7445/17]

14/02/2017WRBB01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The latest fig-
ures from Tusla, indicates that, at the end of November 2016, there were 6,276 children in care.  
Of these, 5,839 (93%) were in foster care, either with relatives or a general foster care place-
ment and 325 (5%) were in a residential placement.  All of the children in residential care had 
an allocated social worker and 94% of all children in Foster care had an allocated social worker.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has a statutory duty under the Child Care Act 1991 
to promote the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care and protection and, if 
necessary, to receive a child into the care of the State.  The placement of children in care is gov-
erned by Regulations.  These provide, inter alia, for the welfare of the child, the care practices, 
care records, accommodation and safety precautions.  Tusla has an active procurement policy 
and keeps its requirements under review and commissions foster and residential services as re-
quired.  This ensures that Tusla can access specialist services to meet the emotional and mental 
health needs of children in care.

Tusla is currently implementing a three-year development plan which includes provision 
for extra staffing to meet critical service concerns such as addressing children with no allocated 
social worker.  The Government has provided significant additional resources to Tusla, and 
the Agency have been instructed to expedite the recruitment of staff to address such capacity 
concerns.  During 2016, Tusla has been active in developing its capacity to recruit and retain 
staff across its multi-disciplinary organisation and this will continue throughout 2017 with a 
particular focus on areas of highest need.  The additional funding of €37 million which has been 
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secured for Tusla in 2017 will provide increased resources to meet identified risks and service 
demands.

The Health Information & Equality Authority (HIQA) inspects all Tusla run children’s resi-
dential centres and foster care services, and publishes its findings on www.hiqa.ie.

14/02/2017WRBB01650Juvenile Offenders

14/02/2017WRBB01700706. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which her Department continues to engage with juvenile offenders with a view to 
providing rehabilitative or educational supports; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7447/17]

14/02/2017WRBB01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Children 
Act 2001, as amended, provides the statutory basis for dealing with children who come into 
contact with the criminal justice system.  The key principle of the Children Act 2001 is that 
detention of a child should only be imposed as a last resort.  When children come into contact 
with the criminal justice system there is an emphasis on the promotion of community based 
options in the first instance.  The Irish Youth Justice Service oversees a significant investment 
in community based programmes to divert young people from further involvement in criminal 
or anti-social behaviour.  In 2016, approximately €17m has been allocated by the Department 
of Justice and Equality to the Irish Youth Justice Service to administer Garda Youth Diversion 
Projects, Young Persons Probation Projects and a number of other youth diversion community-
based projects.  These projects also benefit from support under the European Social Fund.

My Department provides funding to the Irish Youth Justice Service for services relating to 
the Oberstown Children Detention Campus and the Bail Supervision Scheme which has re-
cently been established.

As part of the Youth Justice Action Plan 2014-2018, a key commitment was the develop-
ment of a Bail Supervision Scheme.  The scheme, which is currently operating on a pilot ba-
sis, provides more therapeutic supports in the community for children who are subject to bail 
conditions.  The service provides a ‘wraparound’ service to the young person and their family 
with a prescribed reporting system back to the courts through the appropriate statutory bodies; 
Probation Service, An Garda Síochána and Oberstown.  The scheme offers greater options to 
the courts in the knowledge that closer monitoring will take place through interaction with the 
young people, their families and communities.

If a child is remanded or sentenced to a period of detention in the children detention schools, 
a range of rehabilitative supports is offered to every child as part of an overall programme, 
which focuses on the child’s individual needs and provides the framework for each child’s indi-
vidual journey through detention.  The focus is on developing supportive relationships with the 
main emphasis placed on education and rehabilitation.  Each child is the subject of an individual 
screening to determine any clinical services required, such as psychology, psychiatry or speech 
and language therapy.  A placement plan is developed and reviewed at regular intervals during 
each child’s stay in detention.  The strong ethos of school attendance, education and training, in 
place in Oberstown, is tailored to each child’s individual needs.  Education and training services 
are provided by the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board.  

The wide range of rehabilitation, education and support services provided and supported by 
the Irish Youth Justice Service are detailed in the Tackling Youth Crime: Youth Justice Action 
Plan 2014 – 2018, and a progress report covering the period 2014 to 2015, published recently 
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can be found on my Department’s website. 

The Family and Community Services Resource Centre Programme (FRC Programme), 
which is operated by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, provides supports to 109 commu-
nities.  Tusla has provided core funding of approximately €13m this year to its established 
network of 107 Centres nationwide, and two outreach Centres.  The primary role of the FRC 
Programme is prevention and early intervention through family support, by providing guid-
ance and parenting supports, and is a key programme in reducing offending behaviour among 
children at risk.  The Centres emphasise the involvement of local communities in tackling the 
problems they face, and creating successful partnerships between voluntary and statutory agen-
cies at community level. 

In addition, the Educational Welfare Services of Tusla operating under the Education (Wel-
fare) Act, 2000, work together collaboratively and cohesively with schools and other relevant 
services to promote school attendance and secure better educational outcomes for children and 
young people.

14/02/2017WRBB01850Mental Health Policy

14/02/2017WRBB01900707. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she and her Department have studied the issue of depression in young persons 
with particular reference to the identification of early alert and-or subsequent support; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7448/17]

14/02/2017WRBB02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Growing Up in 
Ireland, The National Longitudinal Study of Children in Ireland, which is almost wholly spon-
sored by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, collects some data broadly related to 
the mental health of children and young people.  I note that recent data published from the study 
found that just under 10% of 17/18 year olds said that had been diagnosed with depression or 
anxiety by a doctor.

  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: the National Policy Framework for Children and 
Young People (2014-2020) recognises that mental health is an important issue, and an essential 
aspect of children and young people’s social and cognitive development, as well as a necessity 
if they are going to reach their full potential and truly live a life filled with positive experiences. 

The first of the five national outcomes is that all children and young people should be active 
and healthy, with physical and mental well-being.  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures contains 
a number of specific commitments in the area of mental health.  The Department of Health is 
responsible for this national outcome.

The National Youth Strategy, a constituent strategy of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures, 
also includes commitments identified by young people themselves, such as access to online 
youth mental health services.

With reference to policy and practice in the area of mental health, I note that this falls under 
the remit of my colleague the Minister for Health.

The HSE supports timely access to appropriate services to address the mental health needs 
of all children from a preventative care model and early intervention perspective.  The HSE Ser-
vice Plan 2017 also contains various commitments to support positive mental health measures 
to support young people ranging from publicity campaigns such as the littlethings campaign to 
better and more integrated early intervention counselling services at statutory and non-statutory 
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levels.

Any parent who suspects his/her child may be suffering from mental health issues should 
bring their child to their local GP who will in turn refer the child to the appropriate Mental 
Health Services, Primary Care or Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS).  The 
HSE has a Standard Operating Procedure for both in-patient and community based CAMHS.  
This should help to ensure that services are delivered consistently and transparently.  Most 
importantly, it helps to ensure that the care and treatment offered reflects the identified clinical 
needs of the child.  However, not all mental health problems are the sole remit of Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services, depending on the nature and severity of the health need, 
support services may be also provided by HSE Primary Care or through Tusla. 

14/02/2017WRBB02050Youth Services Provision

14/02/2017WRBB02100708. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which a co-ordinated youth support service exist throughout the country; her plans to 
address such issues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7449/17]

14/02/2017WRBB02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 
young people and involve approximately, 1,400 youth work staff in more than 450 projects and 
40,000 volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 
2017, current funding of €57.4m will be provided by my Department for these schemes.

My Department maintains close contact with the youth services throughout the country, and 
works closely with Education and Training Boards throughout the country. 

My Department works closely with the national and major regional youth organisations, 
including the National Youth Council or Ireland, which has a representative role for the volun-
tary youth services.  Regular meetings are held to exchange information and the youth services 
actively work with my Department on the development of coordinated policies and services 
that meet young people’s needs. 

In line with the national Youth Strategy 2015 – 2020, the focus is on the outcomes to be 
achieved for young people in all developmental aspects of their lives, so that they are active and 
healthy, achieving in learning and development, safe and protected from harm, have economic 
security and that they are connected and contributing to their world.  These goals are the basis 
for a coordinated approach across all youth stake-holders, including the youth services, in the 
implementation of national strategies for children and young people.

Youth Officers of the Education and Training Boards have an important support role to my 
Department, in the administration and coordination of youth services at local level.  Youth Offi-
cers engage with local services, on behalf of my Department.  They provide support and advice 
in matters to do with the application and reporting processes for funding and the implementa-
tion of quality standards in services for young people.  In this context, I am considering provid-
ing additional resources to bolster the Youth Officer function during 2017.  This will assist my 
Department in the implementation of the recommendations of the Value for Money and Policy 
Review of youth funding schemes.

Many Youth Officers and local youth services participate in the Children and Young Peo-
ple’s Services Committees, set up by my Department, throughout the country.  These Commit-
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tees provide a forum for joint planning and coordination to ensure children and young people 
and their families receive improved, coordinated and accessible services at local level.

I, and officials of my Department have met, and continue to meet regularly, with youth or-
ganisations and groups.  My aim is to see how we can work together in a coordinated way to 
bring about the best possible outcomes for young people. 

14/02/2017WRBB02250Child Care Services Provision

14/02/2017WRBB02300709. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in view 
of the fact that, currently, school age child care services cannot register with Tusla but are able 
to avail of schemes offering funded child care to low income families and families availing of 
education, training and CE schemes, her plans to include non-Tusla registered services into the 
new affordable child care schemes; and if not, if it will be possible for school age child care ser-
vices to opt-in to register with Tusla; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7459/17]

14/02/2017WRBB02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Quality assur-
ance will be an absolute prerequisite for participation in the Affordable Childcare Scheme.  The 
Scheme will be open to all Tusla-registered childcare providers, including child minders. In the 
Heads of Bill and General Scheme for the Affordable Childcare Scheme Bill, it is also proposed 
that the legislation should allow for the possibility of additional categories of childcare provider 
to access the scheme, including childminders who are currently exempt from the Early Years 
Regulations and standalone afterschool services, provided that such providers meet quality 
criteria that are to be specified in accordance with the legislation.  While it is proposed that the 
legislation should allow for this possibility, no decisions have yet been made on whether, when 
or by what criteria specified groups of non-registered providers might access the Scheme.  The 
issue will be further considered during the process of drafting legislation and in consultation 
with stakeholders.

In order to meet the needs of parents whose preference is to use a child minder, and to build 
capacity to cater for increased demand in future years, the Department has commenced talks 
with Childminding Ireland (CMI) in recent months to explore a number of options around how 
quality can be assured within the childminding sector.  A Working Group has been established, 
chaired by CMI, and including officials from Tusla and the DCYA, to make recommendations 
on reforms and supports for the sector in the short, medium and long term, and the feasibility 
and implications of the migration from voluntary to mandatory regulation.  These will include 
recommendations in relation to childminders who are not currently eligible to apply for regis-
tration with Tusla (those minding three or fewer pre-school children, or those minding school 
age children only).

My colleague Minister Bruton and I will shortly publish an Action Plan on School Age 
Childcare which will include actions relating to the development of quality standards for the 
school age childcare sector, as well as the establishment of a Working Group to recommend a 
robust quality assurance system for centre-based school age childcare settings.

14/02/2017WRBB02450Defence Forces Recruitment

14/02/2017WRBB02500710. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
persons in receipt of social welfare payments have received letters inviting them to join the 
Army; the authorisation which was granted in respect of this Army recruitment and by whom; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6955/17]
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14/02/2017WRBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I want to inform 
the Deputy that no letter was sent to persons in receipt of social welfare payments inviting 
them to join the Army.  A letter of invitation to attend information sessions on a Defence Forces 
Employment Support Scheme issued to persons aged between 18 and 24 years selected from 
the Live Register in counties Clare and Limerick.  Relevant details are provided below for the 
Deputy’s information.  The Programme for a Partnership Government and the White Paper on 
Defence committed the Government to putting in place a new employment support scheme 
with the direct involvement of the Defence Forces. 

The objective of this scheme is to help develop a path to economic independence for partici-
pants, aged between 18 and 24 years, who are at a serious disadvantage owing to their current 
socio-economic situation.  The scheme is designed with the specific aim of equipping partici-
pants with life and other marketable and certifiable skills which will assist them both in their 
capacity to participate fully in society as well as their ability to enter the workforce and or to 
pursue further education for this purpose. Participation in the scheme is voluntary.   

The scheme and the programme content have been developed through detailed discussions 
involving the Department of Defence, the Defence Forces, the Department of Social Protection 
and the Dublin and Dun-Laoghaire Education and Training Board.  The Department of Social 
Protection identifies suitable participants.  Participants retain any Department of Social Protec-
tion benefits that they are currently entitled to for the duration of the Scheme.  Participants do 
not receive any payment from the Department of Defence.     

The scheme is a training programme of ten (10) weeks duration, consisting of five (5) weeks 
of training delivered by the Defence Forces interspersed with five (5) weeks of educational ori-
entated training by the Education and Training Board. 

A successful pilot programme was held in Gormanston Camp from Monday 20 June 2016 
to 26 August 2016 with 25 participants.  Following an evaluation of the pilot programme and 
Ministerial approval, the current plan is to run up to 2 iterations of programme in 2017. 

A programme will commence in Limerick on 22 May 2017.  The Department of Social Pro-
tection invited 1,006 persons selected from the Live Register in counties Clare and Limerick 
aged between 18 and 24 years to attend information sessions about the scheme. 

260 persons attended the information sessions which were held on 16 and 17 January 2017 
which were conducted jointly by personnel from the Defence Forces and Department of Social 
Protection.  There are 30 places on the programme and the selection process is ongoing.   

Let me reiterate that the letter inviting people to attend the information session was not an 
invitation to join the army and does not form part of any recruitment campaign to the Defence 
Forces.

14/02/2017WRBB02650Defence Forces Medicinal Products

14/02/2017WRBB02700711. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 292 of 17 November 2016, if he will provide the information promised 
which has been outstanding for over two months and only involves information in 14 files. 
[6769/17]

14/02/2017WRBB02800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In my letter of 
8 February 2017 I provided the information sought by the Deputy in respect of twelve of the 
cases.  A further response will issue to the Deputy when the remaining two cases have been 
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considered.

14/02/2017WRBB02850Defence Forces Medicinal Products

14/02/2017WRBB02900712. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason prima-
quine was prescribed to soldiers by the Defence Forces, despite it being unlicensed and unregu-
lated by the Health Products Regulatory Authority. [6867/17]

14/02/2017WRBB03000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Primaquine is 
prescribed to Defence Forces personnel for two weeks when they return from deployment to a 
‘malarious’ area.  Primaquine kills the dormant ‘hypnozoite’ phase of malaria parasite which, 
if not killed, would have the potential weeks, months or years after returning home to give 
rise to a full-blown attack of malaria.  The Director Medical Branch of the Defence Forces has 
indicated that Primaquine is unique in its action.  There is no other medicine available which 
serves this purpose.

While Primaquine is not authorised by the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), I 
am informed that provision is made under the relevant legislation (Medicinal Products Control 
of Placing on the Market Regulations, 2007, (SI No 540 of 2007) for medicines that are exempt 
from authorisation when supplied on the order or prescription of a registered doctor for use by 
his or her individual patient under his or her direct responsibility in order to fulfil the special 
needs of those patients.  I am advised that the usual circumstance leading to the prescribing of a 
medication which is not authorised is the non-availability of a similar authorised product.   

You will be aware that my Department has reconvened the Malaria Chemoprophylaxis 
Working Group.  The use of the Primaquine drug in the Defence Forces is being reviewed as 
part of the overall medical treatment process for those deployed to malarious areas.  The Group 
expects to finalise its report shortly. 

14/02/2017WRBB03050Air Corps Operations

14/02/2017WRBB03100713. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason for 
the loss of the 24-7 Air Corps air transport service for the national aero medical co-ordination 
centre to transport Irish children awaiting transplants to the UK; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6873/17]

14/02/2017WRBB03200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The HSE’s Aero-
medical Desk in its National Emergency Operations Centre is responsible for the co-ordination 
of transport arrangements for paediatric organ transplant transfers to the UK.  Air transport for 
these patients is currently provided in three ways: Air Corps fixed-wing and rotor-wing air-
craft; Irish Coast Guard rotor-wing aircraft; and private air ambulance providers.  As one of the 
components of the Defence Forces, the Air Corps contributes to all roles assigned by Govern-
ment including responsibilities relating to the provision of Aid to the Civil Power and maritime 
security tasks.  Like other elements of the Defence Forces, the Air Corps also undertakes other 
roles in accordance with agreed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Service Level 
Agreements (SLAs).   

In this context, the Department of Defence has an SLA with the Department of Health and 
the HSE for the Air Corps to use its fleet of helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft to transport 
patients and medical teams between hospitals within Ireland and abroad, on an as available ba-
sis.  In accordance with the SLA, this availability is dependent upon the availability of suitable 
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aircraft, the availability of flying crews and the suitability of weather conditions.  The terms of 
the SLA do not provide for the Air Corps to deliver a dedicated, 24/7 transport service.  This 
approach was maintained in the White Paper on Defence (2015) which stated that the Air Corps 
will continue to provide an emergency inter-hospital transfer service in support of the HSE on 
an as available basis.  This means that fixed or rotary wing aircraft are not required to be on 
standby for this purpose.  However, if such aircraft and personnel are available when requested 
for a mission, they can be deployed.   

I can confirm that the level of availability of Air Corps aircraft for inter-hospital transfer 
tasks has reduced.  This is largely because the Air Corp has experienced retirements of highly 
experienced personnel which is outstripping the recruitment and training of replacement per-
sonnel.  This has led to a shortage of experienced pilots which has reduced the number of avail-
able flying crews. Due to these crew shortages, aircraft availability for the inter-hospital air 
ambulance service is reduced.  Every effort is being made to address these personnel shortages 
faced by the Air Corps.  A plan is in place, which it is currently working through, to increase 
the number of pliots.  There are 28 cadets, in 3 classes, undergoing the various stages of the Air 
Corps cadetship to become pilots.  However, this will only yield results in the medium term. 

My officials will continue to keep the Department of Health and the HSE fully informed of 
the situation in the Air Corps so that the HSEs Aeromedical Desk can ensure the arrangements 
they have for the transport service are as robust as possible.   

I can assure the Deputy that the Air Corps will continue to provide as much support for 
emergency inter-hospital transfers as possible, having regard to available capabilities and its 
primary responsibilities.

14/02/2017WRBB03250Cyber Security Policy

14/02/2017WRBB03300714. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the actions his De-
partment is taking to protect against cyber attacks after the NTMA website was temporarily 
down for several hours after a suspected hacking attack; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6878/17]

14/02/2017WRBB03400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Cyber security, 
cyber crime and internet security represent challenges that are constantly evolving and require 
vigilance and appropriate responses.  Cyber security is multi facetted.  The nature of the threat 
and the potential impact also varies considerably depending on the approach and objective of 
those with malicious intent.

My Department implements a programme of continuous review in relation to ICT security 
in order to keep up to date with current threat levels.   

Details of measures taken are not publicised for security reasons.

14/02/2017WRBB03450Defence Forces Remuneration

14/02/2017WRBB03500715. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
improve pay levels for new recruits to the Permanent Defence Force; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7456/17]

14/02/2017WRBB03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Rates of remu-
neration and conditions of employment in the Irish public sector have traditionally been set by 
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reference to relative levels of pay across the various sectors of the Irish public sector.  You will 
be aware that the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts of 2009-2015 and 
the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2018 (Lansdowne Road Agreement) currently 
define the pay policy for public servants.  I can advise that PDFORRA (Representative Asso-
ciation) have yet to ballot their members in relation to the terms of the Public Service Stability 
Agreement 2013-2018 (Lansdowne Road Agreement).   I am advised that PDFORRA raised 
a number of issues on which it sought clarification in advance of balloting its members on the 
agreement.  These are issues of interpretation and technical issues on the savings to be achieved 
through the agreement rather than substantive issues of principle.     

I can confirm that PDFORRA members are complying fully with all of their obligations 
under the public service pay agreements and the commitments they entered into in those agree-
ments.  PDFORRA has not repudiated the LRA.   Officials from my Department and PDFORRA 
are actively working through these issues in a very positive and collaborative process within the 
C and A Scheme.  As the outstanding issues are currently being resolved within the Department 
of Defence Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
further at this time.  In terms of remuneration going forward, the new Public Service Pay Com-
mission (PSPC), announced by my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
has been tasked with providing objective analysis and advice on the most appropriate pay levels 
for the public service, including the Defence Forces. 

14/02/2017WRBB03650Defence Forces Properties

14/02/2017WRBB03700716. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
regenerate the area of the Curragh Camp taking into account its many historical areas of inter-
est; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3955/17]

14/02/2017WRBB03800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Department 
is engaged in an ongoing building programme designed to modernise and enhance the training, 
operational and accommodation facilities available to members of the Defence Forces within 
the Curragh Camp.  As part of the White Paper implementation a comprehensive assessment 
has been undertaken of the infrastructure within the Camp.  From this assessment a develop-
ment plan is being completed which will inform the regeneration programme for the Camp.  A 
number of projects have already commenced.  In 2017 the projected spend on infrastructure 
within the Camp is approximately €8m.  Projects include a secure storage facility, accommoda-
tion upgrade, gas conversion programme and upgrade of locker facilities.
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